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INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFATRS 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 1920. X 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON ForEIGN RELATIONS, 
El Paso, Tex. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to the call of the chairman, at 
3.40 o'clock p. m., in room 30, Sheldon Hotel, El Paso, Tex., in open 
session, Senator A. B. Fall presiding. 

Present: Senators A. B. Fall and Marcus A. Smith and Dan M. 
Jackson, Esq., clerk of the subcommittee. 


TESTIMONY OF CAPT. FREDERICK J, HERMAN. 


Senator Farr. You are in the military service, Regular service? 

Capt. Herman. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. And your title—what is your rank? 

Capt. Herman. At the present time my rank is captain of the 
Eighth Cavalry. | 

Senator Faun. How long have you been in the military service? 

Capt. Herman. I have been in the military service of the United 
States for 20 years and 9 months, and 10 years prior to that I was 
in the National Guard of Ohio. 

Senator Faun. Where were you on or about August 27, 1918? 

Capt. Herman. On the 27th of August, 1918, I was a lieutenant 
colonel of the Tenth Cavalry. commanding a troop stationed at No- 
gales and commanding the subdistrict of Nogales of the district of 
Arizona. 

Senator Fatt. The Tenth Cavalry is a colored regiment, is it / 

Capt. Herman. Colored regiment: yes. sir. 

Senator Fart. Did anything of any particular interest or out of 
the ordinary in peace times occur at Nogales on that date or about 
that date? 

Capt. Herman. Yes, sir? Ea 

Senator Farr. Will vou just state exactly. giving the story of what 
occurred, Capt. Herman, in your own words? 

Capt. Herwan. At 20 minutes after 4 o'clock on the afternoon 
of the 27th of August. 1918. while riding into the city of Nogales 
rom my camp I noticed a truck tearing at excessive speed in the 
direction of the camp. I stopped the driver instantly. because such 
speed was contrary to existing orders. I discovered from the driver, 
and by hearing firing when the noise of the truck ceased that the 
American troops along the line. known as the line guard, and Mexi- 
cans across the international line were engaged in a rifle fire in the 
Vicinity of the railroad station in Nogales, Ariz. “a 
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Senator FALL. diie a moment, Capt. Herman; let’s get for the 
record the sitnttion with reference to the international boundary 
ne if you will kindly state it? 

Capt. Hagan. The city of Nogales, Ariz.. and the city of No- 
gales,-Sonora, lie in a canyon, or sharp valley. extending north- 
wardly*and southwardly across the international line, which runs 
at. "gicht lines approximately with the canyon in which the two towns 
-are iccated. 
senator Farr. How did the street, for instance, on the American 


side run with reference to the Mexican town; do the American 


streets end when they reach the boundary or continue on through the 
Mexican town? 

Capt. Herman. They practically end at the international line, 
although streets that might be said to be a continuation of them ex- 


tend on north and south. There are also cast and west streets run-. 


ning in both towns in a general parallel direction. The valley is 
traversed north and south Dy the Southern Pacific Railroad and two 
main streets running northward from the international line. 

Senator Farı. Those main streets run through both towns? 

Capt. Herwan. Yes; I don’t recall, but they probably have differ- 
ent names on the Mexican side. The eastern one of the main street 
is known as Morley Avenue; I don’t recall the name of the western 
street, close on either side of the railroad. 

Senator FALL. Now, the railroad itself—I mean the station it- 
self—the railroad runs north and south, running from, we will say, 
Tucson to Guaymas. 

Capt. Herman. Yes. 

Senator Farr. And the station—ts there both an American and 
Mexican station ? 

Capt. Herman. Yes, sir. The American station consists of a well- 
built and commodious stone structure, the south end of which is 
approximately 60 feet from the international line. At a distance 
of about, I should say, 500 feet, to the best of my recollection, south 
from that i is the Mexican station. If my memory serves me there, 
chat is built of wood. When I stopped this truck driver and received 
the information just stated from him I alse heard firing, and having 
anticipated this action for some time I went into the nearest place 
where there was a telephone, the office of the Nogales water works, 
and telephoned to my headquarters directing the Cavalry to come 
to arms and immediately proceed to the Bowman Hotel, in 
Nogales. I then called up E headquarters—I don’t recall 
who answered the phone, but I think Field Clerk Sebastian—and 
notified the Infantry to assemble command and report to me near 
the railroad. I was drivi ing a closed coupé, and my wife was with 
me. I turned the coupé and went back to camp, 2 miles. as fast as I 
dared drive through the traffic. When I got to camp the squadron 
of Cavalry had already mounted and formed in the street and had 
just wheeled into line. They had my horse and arms ready. I 
drove my wife to the house and left my private car standing and 

sprang into a Government car waiting for me and went back to 
Nogales, where I arrived just about the time the tr oops dismounted 
under cover to the north of the Bowman Hotel. I kept the troops 
where they were a few minutes while I went forward and mands 
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a reconnoissance of the situation, located the Mexican forces as near 
as I could, and then made the disposition of the troops that I thought 
was proper to meet the emergency. When I arrived on the line, 
which was not more than 20 minutes after the firing began, because 
I was moving very fast, firing was general from a sharp knoll or 
hill just south of Nogales, Ariz., on the Mexican side, and along 
International Avenue, from the buildings, alleyways, and doorways 
of the houses on the Mexican side; this extended westward along’ the 
nternational line. I found that a considerable force of Mexicans 
were located in and about the freight warehouses, railroad depots, 
anıl lines of freight cars drawn diagonally across the wide street. 
The situation of the railroad cars. I had never seen there before. 
I also found considerable forces of Mexicans entrenched on a high 
hill commanding Nogales. Ariz., and to the Southwest across the 
international line. I found Mexicans in the windows of the house of 
Gen. Obregon, firing at our troops. I then made the necessary dis- 
position of my men, and after a brief interval I found no cessation 
of firing, and apparently no chance to get anywhere with that kind 
of an arrangement, so I began to advance my line across the inter- 
national boundary. The Cavalry troops on my left flank, under com- 
mand of Capt. Joseph D. Hungerford, moved with instructions to 
clear the commanding position to the southeast of the town, held by 
Mexicans entrenched, and that force moved up to Reservoir Hill, and 
down in the cleft across the line, and started upward for the Mexi- 
cans’ position; another troop, A of the Tenth Cavalry, I sent across 
International Avenue with instructions to clear the houses and drive 
all male Mexicans to the south that didn’t have to be shot, and to be 
careful that no woman or child was injured. A message came back 
soon there were no women or children visible in that area, and that 
thev had gotten to the back of the first block of houses, and could do 
vuothing further there unless a rocky height due south of the town 
was taken possession of, which would command the entire town of 
Nogales, Sonora. I went forward, and just as I got to the inter- 
national line for the purpose of giving the necessary directions, after 
verifying these statements, I was shot by some one in the second story 
of a building across the international line, and that man was in- 
stantly cleared up by several of my men who witnessed the affair. I 
didn’t know I was severely hit; I thought I was struck in the leg by 
a stone and looked around for the bowlder. I kept on, checked up 
the positions, and gave the necessary orders for the troops to quiet it, 
Which was done at once: and about that time my orderly advised me 
Thad better get my leg attended to. I found I had a gunshot wound 
In the right thigh, and it hadn’t penetrated through; the bullet was 
in there, and about that time I became painfully aware of it. The 
troops in the commanding position carried on the fight until 5.45 that 
afternoon, when Mr. Lawton, American consul, came to me at Dr. 
henoworth’s, where I had gone to have first-aid dressing put on my 
leg. and told me that the Mexicans had raised the white flag over the 
custemhouce, and that they wanted us to cease firing. At about the 
same time Sheriff Earhart, of Santa Cruz County, delivered a mes- 
sage from the Mexican consul in Nogales, Ariz., requesting us to 
raise a white flag and the Mexicans would stop firing. The reply 
Was somewhat profane, and there was no white flag displayed. i 
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Senator Farr. Have you any objection to repeating the reply? 

Capt. Herman. Well, if the stenographer doesn’t mind, I simply 
told him to go to hell; that American troops don’t carry white flags 
and don’t use them. I went with Mr. Lawton down Morley Avenue, 
through the firing of the troops, which came in unabated manner, 
looked over the situation, and I could see in the street across the line 
that the Mexicans had been rather severely punished. I thought I 
would go over and see what they wanted to do; I accompanied the 
American consul to his consulate on the Mexican side, and there we 
met a number of persons, including the commandante of the Mexican 
force. If I may refer to 2 memorandum of the names, I can give 
them. I was accompanied then by Mr. E. M. Lawton, United States 
consul, and was joined later by the customs collector, C. L. Hardy, 
and Lieut. Robert Scott Israel, representing United States Intelli- 
gence Division. Those awaiting us at the consulate were Capt. A. J. 
Abasolo, commandante of the Mexican troops in Nogales; Jesus M. 
Palma, and F. Sandoval, representing the Mexicans. These latter 
two gentlemen, if my recollection serves me right, were civil officials, 
one of whom occupied a position corresponding to our county attor- 
ney. We held a conference there and discussed ways and means of 


stopping all further disturbance and to arrange for an investigation. 


of the causes which brought it about. During all of the time the 
Mexican firing continued, although I had given the command on the 
trumpet to cease firing, and the American troops, in obedience to 
orders, had ceased firing. It became necessary for the Mexican com- 
mandante to send buglers and orderlies out to the various points to 
stop the firing of the Mexican forces. I noticed that particularly 
because I thought this a very significant matter. The men he sent 
out were undoubtedly men who had had some military training, were 
evidently Mexican de facto soldiers; the men he sent out who ap- 
peared to be officers had the same earmarks. They were given spe- 
cific directions immediately where to go; they went and got results 
and reported back in a military manner. 

Senator Fatt. They were not in uniform? 

Capt. Herman. Not in uniform. No uniforms were visible on any 
Mexican person. The commandant of the Mexican forces in the 
very beginning of our conversation explained and insisted to my in- 
terpreter, ae understood him myself, because I understood Spanish 
to a fair extent, that the de facto troops were all cooped up in the 


cuartel, which was not true, because with powerful glasses we saw , 


that the cuartel held only a few, and the fact that these men went out 
in the military manner, in which they did, directly to points they 
wouldn’t have known anything of: if the Mexican belligerents had 
been irresponsible citizens, as was alleged, made me believe firmly 
then, and I believe so vet, that the entire attack and the subsequent 
action was not only prearranged and premeditated but under the guid- 
ance and control of the de facto military authorities. The firing 
ceased about T o'clock, and I returned, and after some physical atten- 
tion I established my headquarters at National Hotel, in Nogales, 
and issued the necessary orders for the rationing of the troops on the 
line, procuring of water, water and forage for the horses, and addi- 
tional ammunition, and issued the necessary orders for the action of 
the American forces during the night. We had arranged to begin the 
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investigation at 8 o’clock next morning, where I said I would either 
be present in person or some officer who might succeed me during the 
ng would be there to represent the United States. 

I was relieved at 5.30 in the morning by Gen. Cabell. During this 
time I remained constantly on duty, because I feared to leave. I had 
not a single officer with me of more than about a year’s experience. I 
had three troops of the Tenth Cavalry, one of which—C Troop—had 
at Carrizal lost its captain, Capt. Boyd, and Lieut. Adair, and that 
day had lost another captain in the person of Capt. Hungerford. The 
men were vengeful and anxious to get at the Mexicans, and I knew 
they would get out of hand unless an officer who knew them well 
al had served years with them, as I had, would remain on the job 
and hold them to their duty. I was finally informed on the following 
day hy a memorandum from the Intelligence Division that their in- 
vestigations had proved that as early as noon on the 2/th-of August 
Mexican women and children in large numbers had begun to leave the 
town tothe South. In the beginning of my statement, 1f you will note, 
Isaid I had suspected an occurrence of this kind. 

Senator Far. I noted that. 

Capt. Herman. That is predicated upon the fact that we had had 
information through the Intelligence Division and by a letter writ- 
ten by a Mexican, who stated that he was signing an assumed name, 
that he had been a major under Villa, but had been disgusted with 
the inhumanity of warfare under that chief; that he had friends 
living in Nogales, Ariz., and that he himself was earning a livelihood 
there. That he wished to warn us that the Mexican forces were in- 
creasing in the vicinity of Nogales, Sonora; that they were being 
supplied by unknown forces, which he thought were Germans, 
with military supplies in the form of rifles and ammunition and 
some food. He said the majority of the soldiers were desperate, 
hadnt been paid for a long time, hadn’t been fully fed, and they 


ad been given stories of the vast wealth and loot that could be got- — 


ten in Nogales, Ariz. That he thought that in the latter part of 
August the city would be attacked by a largely superior force of 
Mexicans, who intended to take advantage of the leaving of the 
Thirty-fifth Infantry, then under orders to proceed to Camp Travis. 
The Intelligence Division made some investigation about this let- 
ter, and after gathering all the ends of their information together, 
positive and negative, we decided there was a good deal in that let- 
_ ter that deserved consideration, and rather than make any mistake 
We prepared for what might occur on the assumption that what did 
occur did occur. 
made an effort to get additional troops, including machine guns, 
and succeeded in part. The men had been carefully cautioned and 
prepared exactly what to do under an emergency like that, which 
nally came up, and when the firing began there was no delay in 
meeting it in the most energetic manner. The trouble started at 
the customs gate by an argument between a Mexican customs guard 
and some one trying to cross the line. The Mexican customs guard 
fired at short range, within a few feet, but missed the man fired at 
and wounded an American soldier, and then got ready to fire again, 
and simultaneously probably a score of armed Mexicans came out of 
the house across the international line and began to fire on the line 
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guard; then five minutes after the first firing rifle fire came steadily 
and continuously from the entrenched height southeast and south- 
west of Nogales. During the action a machine gun from the tower 
of the Mexican customhouse inflicted considerable damage to our 
troops until I sent a platoon of riflemen to clear them out, which 
they promptly did. That machine gun was in position before the 
fight; it couldn’t have gotten in after it began without being ob- 
served. 

Senator Fatt. What were the losses among your soldiers? 

Capt. Herman. The ultimate loss, as determined later, was one 
captain of Cavalry and first leutenant of Infantry killed, two 
American officers wounded, three enlisted men killed, two civilians 
killed, and five or six civilians wounded—none very seriously; 20 
enlisted men of the Cavalry and Infantry forces were wounded. 

Senator Farr., Have vou any information as to the casualties on 
the Mexican side? 

Capt. Herman. I never could get definite information on that sub- 
ject. The information of the Intelligence Division reported, up to 
the 15th day of September, 129 Mexicans supposed to have died of 
gunshot wounds had been buried, in addition to which, among the 
dead of the first day’s fight, were found two white men who appeared 
to be Germans from letters found on their person that were burned 
at that time. That, however, is hearsay evidence given me by the 
Intelligence Department, and isn’t known to me as a fact personally; 
that is, from personal observation. 

es Faur. However, you depend on the Intelligence Depart- 
ment 

Capt. Herman. I imagine it was right, because for a month after 
that—for two months after that—I was in Nogales before I was pro- 
moted and sent to the Thirteenth Cavalry, and we had abundant op- 
portunity to hear all kinds of tales of what had occurred to the 
Mexicans, and while some of them were largely exaggerated, some of 
the reports indicated that the Intelligence Department figures were 
approximately correct. 

Senator Fatt. You were not demoted or reprimanded by the Gov- 
ernment for your acts? 

Capt. Herman. No, sir; I was commended by the department com- 
mander and by the district commander, Gen. Cabell, for my decision 
in the matter. Existing orders prohibited American troops from 
crossing the line or firing across, and we endeavored to carry out 
those orders as long as we could, until we knew that the continuance 
along those lines would mean death to citizens of the United States 
and our soldiers, and great loss and damage to our citizens, and to 
act in any other way would be to the eternal disgrace of the Ameri- 
can Army. During that night the line was constantly patroled by 
officers Inspecting our position; not a shot was fired from the Ameri- 
-can side, only a few pistol shots were fired from the Mexican side, 
which were not eave to; but about 10 o’clock seven or eight coaches, 
passenger coaches, were rolled up from the south and the outpost 
reported that Mexican armed men, presumably soldiers from the 
garrison south of Sonora. were detrained there. That didn’t bother 
us much because during that night we had gotten a truck load of 
machine guns from Fort Huachuca, and it didn’t make any difference 
to us how many Mexicans they would bring up. 
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Senator Farr. How far was Fort Huachuca from Nogales? 
Capt. Herman. Seventy miles, sir. 


Senator Fart. You casually mentioned that Gen. Obregon had a 
house there? 


Capt. Herman. Yes, sir. His house is located very close to the 
international line. 

Senator Farr. Did I understand you to say there was firing upon 
your forces from that house? 

Capt. Herman. Yes, sir; I saw armed men in the windows of that 
house, and Licut. Isreal, who was acting as aide for me, reported to 
me personally that he had seen men firing from that house. I must 
state, however, that the report was, at that time. and I think it was 
correct, that Gen. Obregon was not at home or in Nogales at that 
particular time. I am personally acquainted with that officer, having 
met him at Naco in 1918, and if he had been around Nogales, Sonora, 
I would probably have known it. 

Senator Fart. Were you at Naco in the service in 1913? 

Capt. Herman, Yes, sir; I was part of the Ninth Cavalry at that 
time. In command of C Troop of the Ninth, and I was present at 
both sieges of Naco, and the assault. and taking of Naco by Constitu- 
tionalists forces by Obregon in 1913. 

Senator Farr. Were there any casualties at that time among the 
soldiers ? | 

Capt. Herman, In 1913 very few. A trumpeter of my troop was 
shot through the shoulder as he was mounting. He was holding my 
horse, and one or two others were slightly wounded, but in 1914, 
October and November, during the long siege, a number of American 
soldiers were killed and wounded. | 

Senator Fat, Do you recall the number of American soldiers 
killed there? 

Capt. Herman. I don’t think there were over three or four ren 
killed, but the total casualties, I imagine, were in the neighborhood 
of about a dozen. But there were between 50 and 55 persons, sol- 
diers and civilians, shot while on American soil by rifle fire coming 
across the international line. A number of these were Mexicans, 
men, women, and children, whether American Mexicans or real 

exicans, I don’t know. However, they were on the American side 
and presumably residents on that side. 

Senator Farr. Did the military forces of the United States inter- 
fere with that shooting 

Capt. Herman. At Naco? 

Senator FALL. Yes. i 

Capt. Herman. Not physically, although I think in January, 1915, 
When the American forces were there at full strength a number of 
field batteries were placed in firing position, and all preparations 
were made to resent physically with fire action any further casualties 

on the American ide or any fire that was directed so the bullets 
would strike on the American side, and when those batteries were 
placed in position, and the other troops stationed to mect that emer- 
gency, the Mexican authorities of both contending forces were duly- 
notified and considered it prudent to desist. 

_ Senator Far. Prior to that time, in the long siege, in the fighting 
In 1913. as well as 1914, measures of that character not having been 
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taken by American troops, the firing was almost continuous upon 
this side, as long as there was any firing at all between the factions? 

Capt. Herman. Yes; they were firing at each other day and night, 
all hours of the day and night. In 1913, Obregon had some 800 
Yaqui Indians on the line west of Naco. They dug themselves into 
the hillside, and would go to sleep awhile, then go to the top of the 
hill and fire at Naco, and then go back and smoke a cigarette, then 
shoot at Naco, then sleep awhile; they kept that up day and night 
for, I judge, a period of about 12 days. 

Senator Fatt. Do you know where the house of the Cananea Cop- 
per Co. is situated in Naco? 

Capt. Herman. I don’t believe I remember. If I knew I have for- 

otten. 
‘ Senator Faux. It is the largest house there, the most pretentious 
house. Do you know anything about shrapnel being used by the con- 
tending factions while you were there? 

Capt. Herman. At Naco? 

Senator Farr. Yes. 

Capt. Herman. Oh, yes; they used several explosive projectiles. 
The Mexican federal troops, I think they were called at that time. 
held the town and the Constitutionalists were trying to take posses- 
sion of it. The federals had two small Howitzers of French manu- 
facture; the caliber of which, I think, was something like 75 or 77 
millimeters. 

Senator Fart. Did you observe the accuracy of their fire? 

Capt. Herman. No; because there wasn’t any; but we saw them 
firing. We incidentally captured a lot of ammunition that came up 
on the El Paso & Southwestern Railroad to the Naco, Ariz. station. 
. Mexicans seemed to be on hand to take charge of it, but our troops 
beat them to it and took charge themselves. On the last day of the 
siege, and final assault in 1913, they were running short of ammuni- 
tion, and firing only about one shrapnel shell out of every five shots. 
So far as the effect on the Yaqui Indians and Constitutionalists were 
concerned, it didn’t make much difference, because thev stopped just 
as promptly for the blank shots as those containing real ammunition, 
but the most formidable explosive handled there consisted of hand 
grenades. which were largely home made. The Constitutionahsts 
decided thev were going to blow up the Federal cuartel one night, and 
advertised it quite extensively. Their process was to be to send an 
empty freight car full of dynamite down the gradient. from the direc- 
tion of Cananea. There is a gradient there about 2 miles long, and 
they were going to send that dynamite with a time fuse that would 
blow it up just as the carload got to the nearest point to the cuartel. 
That was about as close to our camp and houses as to the cuartel, so 
we were on the lookout for that, and apparently on schedule time that 
car was started. Of course, we didn’t expect a very violent explo- 
sion, because we always divided the Mexican militarv effort by about 
90 to get at the actual thing that would be pulled off. 

The car was started. but when it got four or five hundred yards 
out of Naco it promptly ran off a couple of loose rails, and on the 
prairie, and the Federals slipped out and got the dynamite, not a 
great deal, and made hand grenades. which consisted of a piece of 
dynamite laid in a piece of raw or green cow hide, surrounded with 
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nuts, nails, and some stones. and sewed in after, with an ordinary 
percussion cap, and a piece of common mine fuse stuck in. It was 
sewed up tight, and as the green hides contracted it made a hard 
knot, and they sent those forth with the aid of the ancient sling we 
used when we were boys to throw stones. Sometimes they went off 
too soon and blew up the fellow at the sling. and sometimes some- 
body else. The fuse was lighted ordinarily with a cigarette. and the 
Mexicans would whirl the sling and let it go. I saw one fellow make 
a mistake and sling it too long, but I did see one do some execution. 
It landed in a bunch of three or four Yaqui Indians behind an adobe 
wall and I think they were all destroyed. 

Senator Farr. Shrapnel fell in the American town of Nogales 
during some of that fighting’ 

Capt. Herman. I can’t state that positively. My impression is 
what fell in the American town was all small-arms fire from the 
Constitutionalists who were to the south and southwest of the town, 
who were aiming at the town, and missed and shot into our lines. 
They had several 75-millimeter guns, not very serviceable. On quite 
a number of occasions thev actually missed the town of Nogales, 
with this artillery fire, and some of those shells undoubtedly went 
over into the United States. 

Senator Farr. Capt. Herman, who was the leutenant killed in 
this fight at Nogales? 

Capt. Herman, First Lieut. L. W. Loftus. Company G. Thirty- 
first Infantry. 

Senator Faun. The captain: vou gave his name? 

Capt. Herman. Captain of Cavalry Joseph B. Hungerford, Troop 
D. Tenth Cavalry. 

Senator Fatt. You know whether the Mexican Government. or 
authorities, ever disciplined anyone. the military commandante, or 
anv civil authorities or citizens of Nogales, for this attack? 

Capt. Herman. I have never heard that anything occurred to any 
man connected with that. 

Senator Smirn. Except what occurred on the ground? 

_ Capt. Herman. Yes. I didn’t mentjon it before, but it mav be of 
interest to state that the mavor of Nogales, Sonora, was killed that 
day with a rifle in his hands. 

Senator Farr. You have made a very full and interesting state- 
ment, Captain, and the committee is under obligations to vou for 
your testimony: if there is nothing further vou care to say, we will 
not detain you longer. 

Capt. Herman. I was in command at various periods of the sub- 
district. of Nogales prior to this engagement. and from time to time 
thefts of cattle were reported. In the investigation of those thefts 
It was discovered on several occasions that the cattle had been seen 
in the hands of the de facto soldiers of Mexico, and it was generally 

own that they furnished the beef for the Mexican detachment; 
that was a matter of general knowledge up and down the line. I 
dont know this personally. I do know, however, that a number of 
horses stolen at different times from American ranchmen were found 
in the possession of the Mexican troops, and upon representations 
from me or from some other subdistrict commander at different times 
these animals were in part returned to their owners. 
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Senator Fart. And yon received some cooperation from the Mex- 
jean military authority ? 

Capt. Herman. Only to that extent, the return of a few horses. 

Senator Farr. You spoke of the de facto Mexican forces, you have 
reference to the Carrancistas ? 

Capt. Herman. I refer to the soldiers of the existing Government. 
It was very difficult at any time to know whether a Mexican with a 
gun was a soldier or a civilian as they wore no uniform and had no 
distinctive marks and no uniform or equipment to indicate that they 
were regularly constituted military forces. 

Senator Farr. You didn’t hear that they had any rule there that 
upon entering an engagement thev rolled up their left pantaloon legs 
above the knee and sleeves above the elbow so as to distinguish them 
from the ordinary civilian ? 

Capt. Herman. I never heard that before, and I have some doubts 
about that. If a thing like that occurred, I would have heard. That 
is such an absurb thine it would have attracted attention. 

Senator Farr. The “testimony here is, in the last engagement in 
Juarez in which our forces crossed the line and took part, that the 
chief of staff of the American forces in asking the ETRE of 
the Carranza forces upon the other side how he would distinguish 
Carrancistas from Villistas, was told that upon entering upon an en- 
gagement the Carrancistas had orders to roll the left trousers leg 
above the knee and sleeves above the elbow, and he could distinguish 
them in that way from Villistas. 

Capt. Herman. Nothing of that kind ever occurred on the western 
end of the line where I was in service. 

Senator Farr. In fact. you didn't ask in this particular engage- 
ment for any distinguishing marks? 

Capt. HERMAN. There was no time to do anything but shoot there. 

Senator Farr. Capt. Herman, is that wound you received so serious 
as to permanently cripple vou? 

Capt. Herman. Why, I don’t think so; I have suffered no par- 
ticular inconvenience from it since. I don't know how the advanc- 
ing years will affect it. 

Senator Faun. At any rate it hasn’t disabled vou ? 

Capt. Herman, It didn’t even disable me from constant supervision 


of the engagement at that time. 
Senator Farr. Evidently not, upon which fact, I think, we are to 


be congratulated. Thank you very much, sir. 
(The committee then, at 4.30 o'clock p. m., adjourned to 10.30 


o'clock Thursday, February 12, 1920.) 
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1920. 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON ForeiGN RELATIONS, 
El Paso, Tex. 

The subcommittee met pursuant to the call of the chairman, at 
10.30 o'clock a. m., in the Sheldon Hotel, room 30, El Paso, Tex., 
Senator A. B. Fall, presiding. 

Present: Senators A. B. Fall and Marcus A. Smith. and Dan 
M. Jackson, Esq., clerk of the subcommittee. 


TESTIMONY OF MR. NORMAN WALKER. 


(The witness was sworn by Dan M. Jackson, Esq., secretary of the 
subcommittee, duly authorized thereto.) 

Senator Fatt. Where do you live. Mr. Walker? 

Mr. Warrer. In El Paso. 

Senator Farr. How long have vou lived here? 

Mr. Waker. It will be 13 vears the 1st of April. 

Senator Farr. Were you here at the outbreak of the revolution 
known as the Madero revolution in Mexico? 

Mr. Warrer. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fant, What were vou doing at the time? 

Mr. Water. I was then a reporter on the El Paso Herald. 

Senator FALL. As a reporter. I presume vou were interested in 
watching the fight and in the distance engaged in it? 

Mr. Warker. Yes, sir; I was assigned to the Mexico business most 
of the time. and I devoted most all of mv time to it. 

Senator Farr. Do you remember what occurred in the citv of El 


Paso about the firing of shots that interfered with the peace of the 
aty? 


Mr. Waker. At what time, Senator? l 
SENATOR FALL. At the time of the Madero revolution. 


Mr. Warrer. Yes, sir; they were fighting two days and two nights 
and part of three days. 


Senator Farr., That was what date? 
Mr. Wanker. The 8th, 9th. and 10th day of May, 1911. the fight 


started about 9 o’clock and continued until about the same time on 
the morning of the 10th. 


Senator Farr. I am not going to ask you what occurred in refer- 
ence to the details of the fight, what occurred on the other side, but 
I would like to ask you if any parties were killed or wounded in this 
city from the firing? 
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Mr. Waker. The Herald at that time printed a list. I will state 
offhand—I have not refreshed my memory—but there were 18 killed 
and wounded during those 3 days of fighting. 

Senator FALL. Were the military forces of the United States here 
at that time? 

Mr. Waker. Onlv a small number compared to the number that 
has been here since then; as I recollect, the Fourth Cavalry was here, 
and a part of an Infantry regiment, I don’t remember the number. 

Senator Fanti. They took no military steps to prevent firing on 
this side? | 

Mr. WALKER. No: simply patrolled the bridges to keep them from 
coming over, and patrolled the border. 

Senator Farr. What became of the civilian population of the city 
of Juarez, Mexico, at that time? 

Mr. Waker. The civilians came over in great numbers and con- 
tinued to come. The next morning. I remember, they were coming 
over during the fight at that time. 

Senator Farr. When was the next fight at Juarez. if you know? 

Mr. Waker. There was a sort of an attack in 1912 by a force 
that was known then as the Red Flaggers, and afterwards joined 
with Orozco, or Orozco jomed with them: there were only a few 
shots fired, one morning early. and the town capitulated without 
any resistance. 

Senator Far. What became of the civilian population at that 
time? 

Mr. WALKER. Great numbers of them came over to this city at 
that time. The so-called Orozco revolution, or the Red Flaggers, 
were down the railroad and threatened to come in several times 
before they ever did; it was in command that time of a medical 
officer—I forget his name—educated in an American—St. Louis— 
medical school. 

Senator FALL. You can not at present recollect his name? 

Mr. WALKER. I can not recall his name: he was supposed to be 
in command; they advanced on Juarez and there were a few shots 
fired. and then the civilians eame over to this side. 

Senator Fart. Prior to the date of Mav 8. 9, and 10, had there 
been any attempt to attack in the neighborhood of Juarez? 

Mr. Waker. There had been several threats about it; nothing 
done. The rebels were up in the hills during the winter—I don’t 
recollect the exact time, but some time during the winter of 1910-— 
and they staid there in the hills outside of Juarez for some time; 
the town was threatened several times, but the actual attack did not 
occur until Mav 8. 

Senator Farr. When the rebels came in, do you remember the 
occasion of what is known as the Battle of Bauche? 

Mr. WALKER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. That was prior? 

Mr. Waker. I won't sav whether it occurred before or after; but 
it started on a Sunday. There was a battle of Bauche when there 
was a real battle—when those troops were coming up from ‘Casas 
Grandes for the relief of Juarez. The troops were under the com- 
mand of Gen. Rabago, and were riding on a train to Juarez, and 
were attacked on the train at Bauche. During the day—Sundayv— 
many El Paso people went down. 
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Senator Fart. During these different pretended or actual attacks 
where did the attacking forces procure their water, if you know ? 

Mr. Wanker. There was water at Flores Ranch. and they also 
came down to the river at the smelter ford, and that is as much as I 
know. I know that they had, comparatively speaking, always had 
plenty of water; they came down to the river quite often. 

Senator Farr. The people of El Paso, were they able to see them 
when they came in? 

Mr. Waker. Yes, sir. I know I saw a number of them personally, 
both from this side and, of course, I went over. 

Senator Farr. Let’s go back. When did the next attack occur on 
Juarez, causing the population or any portion of it to come over to 
this side, if you know ? 

Mr. Waker. There was a mutiny. as I recollect it; there was a 
sort of mutiny there in Juarez preceding this. To get at it chrono- 
logically, there was some unrest in the garrison at Chihuahua; thev 
revolted on the Juarez garrison and that resulted, as I recall it, in 
the mutiny in Juarez, and they looted the stores and shot up the 
place: that was at the time Orozco definitely announced his revolu- 
tion. That must have been prior to the taking of Juarez by the 
Orozco revolutionists, so called; and then the next—this is the only 
incident, or only particular situation on this border that I am not 
perfectly familiar with, but we have the files of our papers and thev 
we that Villa took the town in November; I think November 17, ` 

3, 

Senator Fart. Pancho Villa? 

Mr. WaLker. Pancho Villa; ves, sir. 

Senator Farr. He made an armed attack on the town? 

Mr. Watker. He made an attack on the town and captured it ac- 
cording to the newspapers; I was not here at that time. 

Senator Farr. Do you know what became of any portion of t 
population of Juarez at that time? 

Mr. Watker. As I read about it and know, they came to this side. 
I know the military commander did; in fact, the commander of the 
Juarez garrison is in town now; I saw him on the street yesterday; 
Gen. Francisco Castro. 

Senator Faun. Who, if anyone, took the town away from Villa? 

r. Waker. Villa abandoned it. After Villa was defeated at the 
battle of Celaya later, he was more or less driven north to Juarez 
and came into Juarez, and then from Juarez his troops percolated 
into the Casas Grandes country and he more or less abandoned 

uarez, leaving comparatively small forces there, and through ar- 
Tangement with Andres Garcia made with them they joined the Car- 
ranza forces. 

Senator Fart. What became of it later? 

Mr. WALKER. Juarez? 

Senator Farr. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Warrer. It continued in the hands of Carranza, excepting. I 
think—continued in the hands of Carranza since then. 
BI hator Fatt. Do you know anything about the battle of Tierra 

anca’ 

Mr. Warxer. Yes; I know of the battle, but I was not here. Fol- 
lowing the taking of Juarez in November, 1913, I was not here. 


he 
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Senator Farr. Salazar and others came up from the South and 
Villa went out to the town and place known as Tierra Blanca? 

Mr. WALKER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. That battle did not injure the lives of anyone here? 

Mr. WALKER. As far as I read of it and know, it did not. 

Senator Fatt. Now, there has been various occasions upon which 
rumors of an attack upon Juarez have been made, but there were 
none actually made during these years—following these rumors what 
has been the action of the people of Juarez generally. 

Mr. Waker. Well, these rumors circulated in Juarez would cause 
a natural unrest and they would, a good many of them, come to the 
American side of the river. | 

Senator Farr. What would become of the banking paraphernalia 
and money? 

Mr. Wacker. I personally know of one instance and have heard of 
others where they brought the money to the American side and de- 
posited it in an American bank for safekeeping. 

Senator Farr. Since the turning over, or the capitulation by Villa 
forces, there has been no direct attacks on Juarez until recently? 

Mr. Wavxer. No: as I recall offhand, no direct attack: many 
threatened attacks. Troops would come within a radius of a hun- 
dred miles of Juarez, but there has been no direct attack on Juarez 
until June 14, 1919. 

Senator FALL. Very often raiders, or those opposed to the then 
occupants of Juarez, would come into the town of Guadalupe, or 
other places below ? 

Mr. Waker. Yes, sir. 

Senator Faw. In this last battle between Villa and Angeles forces 
on one hand and Carranza forces upon the other, of course, there 
were shots fired into this town and people injured? We have an 
account of that. 

Mr. Waker. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. Do you remember the occasion Villa was reported 
in 1915 below Juarez. coming this way with a large number of 
troops to attack Juarez and also to attack El Paso? 

Mr. Warxer. Yes. sir: I recall the incident; that was probably the 
most alarming one El Paso ever experienced: that is the only time 
I sent my family out of Sunset Heights; they hung a lantern on 
the corner of my house, which they said they wanted to shoot by, 
and I did not think it was safe and I sent them out to East El Paso. 
The report was that Villa was down at Samalayuca with a trainload 
of crete to be used in the attack on Juarez and El Paso, and our 
forces had practically no artillery here at that time. | 

Senator Farr. From time to time, then, during the last nine years 
there has been actual firing endangering the lives of the people in 
El Paso, and rumors of attacks upon Juarez and exodus of citizens 
of Juarez to this side. and preparation upon this side against attack? 

Mr. WALKER. Yes, sir; repeatedly. 

Senator FALL. So there have been such conditions existing in 
Juarez and along the border near Et Paso as to keep the people of 
the city of El Paso subject to almost continuous rumors of a more 
or less alarming character? 

Mr. Wager. I would hardly say continuous, but at intervals there 
were. 
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Senator Farr. It has been necessary to keep the United States 


forces here to guard the city of El Paso and suburbs of El Paso and 
the boundary line? 


Mr. WALKER. Yes, sir. 


Senator FALL. And that condition still exists? 
Mr. Wanker. Yes, sir. 


Senator Farr. In your capacity as reporter, were you at the 
border town of Ojinaga at any time during the attack made upon 
that town? 

oir. WatkER. I was at Presidio in November, 1917; Ojinaga is 
almost directly across. Not across as Juarez is from El Paso, but 
Ojinaga is up the stream, I should say, about 4 miles distance from 
Presidio, but right near the border. : 

Senator Farr. What occurred there at that time? 

Mr. Waker. Villa, with 800 men, came in about this time, came 
in from what is called La Mula Pass on the morning of November 
17, 1917, and attacked the town just before daylight of that morn- 
ing: the fight lasted about an hour, started about 4 o'clock and lasted 
until a little after five, when the firing stopped until six. Villa was 
driven back out through the operation of machine guns by American 
Army deserters of the Eighth Cavalry. He staid out along the river 
bank all day and in the evening attacked about six and captured the 
town. In fact, the entire military garrison capitulated and came to 
the American side, and surrendered to Col. Langhorne’s forces im- 
mediately after they crossed, about 8 o’clock. 

Senator Faz. Do you remember something of a similar character 
about that time in Ojinaga when the garrison were driven out and 
came over to this side and surrendered? 

Mr. WALKER. Yes; twice before, once I know being there in June 
of the same year, the same thing practically happened ; I don’t know 
that the force came across to the American side, but they abandoned 
the town to the civilian population and they immediately evacuated 
t. Villa took Juarez in November, 1913, and early in January, 1914, 
he took his forces and attacked Ojinaga, held by the Huerta federals 
under command of Gen. Salvador Mercado, who had marched from 
Chihuahua to Ojinaga and was making a last stand at Ojinaga with 
Orozco and some others who had joined his forces and Villa attacked 
there and that was the battle that lasted something like four or five 
days and ended on Saturday night, and the Huerta federals crossed 
to the American side to Marfa. I mean at Presidio, and they were 
brought to Marfa overland and from there to Fort Bliss where they 
Were interned in camp, something like 3,000 of them. 

Senator Fatt. Of course, you remember the attack on Columbus? 

Mr. Waker. Yes, sir. : 

Senator Farr. Just west of El Paso? 

Mr. Wanker. Yes, sir. 


Senator Faux. In 19162 Have you been at Nogales, Ariz., during 
any fight? 

| Mr. WALKER. Yes; I was at Nogales on August 17, 1918; that is 
Just a little over a year ago, at the time the Carranza officers in 
Nogales and the officers of the Tenth Cavalry clashed there, starting 
with an effort on the part of the Mexican civilians to run the border 
there. They had quite a skirmish in which a captain in command of 
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the Tenth Cavalry was killed. A few days later, I counted forty-two 
fresh graves in the Nogales, Sonora, cemetery on the Sunday follow- 
ing. It was generally supposed there were 200 killed. Now, Nogales, 
Sonora, is backed by a series of very steep hills and I was told by 
Col. Herman that his troops drove ihe Mexicans back over the hills 
and killed a number of them that were not buried. I think the 
civilian population was largely buried in the cemetery. 

Senator Farr. Do you remember the different occasions in which 
ge Prieta and Naco, on the Mexican side, have been attacked? 

Mr. WALKER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. Do you recollect whether on these occasions the 
American population on this side were injured ? 

Mr. Waker. Yes: I recollect offhand twice that the people of 
Douglas were subjected to a fire and several killed or wounded; I 
don’t remember the exact number, I was not entirely familiar with it. 
On the occasion of several attacks the revolutionists came in and 
attacked Agua Prieta and another time Villa attacked Agua Prieta, 
or tried to defend it, and also the town of Naco, Ariz., was attacked— 
was subjected to fire. 
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SATURDAY, MARCH 6, 1920. 


Unirep STATES SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON ForEIGN RELATIONS, 
Tucson, Ariz. 

The subcommittee met pursuant to the call of the chairman at 8.30 
o'clock p. m., in the Santa Rita Hotel, Tucson, Ariz., Senator A. B. 
Fall, presiding. 

Present: Santors A. B. Fall and Marcus A. Smith, and Dan 
M. Jackson, Esq., clerk of the subcommittee. 


TESTIMONY OF MR. J. E. ANDERSON. 


(The witness was sworn by Dan M. Jackson, Esq., secretary of the 
subcommittee, duly authorized thereto. ) 


Senator Farı. What is your name? 

Mr. Anperson. J. E. Anderson. 

Senator Farr. What is your residence! 

Mr. Anperson. Tucson, Ariz. 

Senator Farr. Are you an American citizen? 

Mr. ANDERSON. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. Of what State are you a native? 

Mr. Anperson. Brooklyn, N. Y 

Senator Farı. What is your business? 

Mr. Anperson. Motor truck driver. 

Senator Farr. Are you now engaged in business in Mexico, or 
have you been recently ? 

Mr. Anperson. Right now; yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. Whereabouts £ 

Mr. Anperson. San Xavier. 

Senator Farr. Who are you with? 

Mr. Anperson. J. W. Love & Co. 

Senator Farr. How long have you been in business in Sonora ? 

Mr. Anperson. Since October, 1917. 

Senator Fart. Were you operating by yourself, or did you have a 
business associate ? 

Mr. Anperson. By myself, sir. 

Senator Fart. Have you had occasion to observe any outrages, 
murders, anything of that character 

Mr, AnpERson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. What? 

Mr. Anperson. The murder of Hazelton Stanley White, the date I 
forget, 1919; June, 1919. a 
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Senator Farr. Was he an American citizen? 

Mr. Anperson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. From where? 

Mr. Anperson. Los Angeles. 

Senator Fart. Was he a man of family? 

Mr. Annperson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. What was his wife’s name? 

Mr. Anperson. Mrs. Florence White. 

Senator Fart. What is her residence? 

Mr. Anperson. I don’t know where she is right now, I have her 
address at home; at that time she was living in Los Angeles, with his 
mother, and she had a little baby girl. 

Senator Farr. A minor child? 

Mr. ANveErRson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Far. He was killed in June, 1918? 
. Mr. ANnperson. 1919. | 

Senator Fans. Have you investigated the incidents com erning 
his death? 

Mr. Anprrson. No, sir; only what we got from the Americans 
passing down there. White and I were in camp together: we left 
for La Colorada with one of my red trucks. to look for some steel 
wheels; when we got to the Colorada the wheels were not there, so 
Mr. White decided to turn around and go back to camp and I 
went on. 

Senator Farr. When you say La Colorada, vou mean the mines! 

Mr. Anprersox. No, sir; La Colorada. The mines are at La 
Colorada. While I was on the train coming to Nogales I heard he 
was killed, if I remember right, Wednesday or Thursday, some- 
where along there, about the middle of the week. 

Senator Farr. What is your best information concerning his 
death ? 

Mr. Awnperson. Why, the Mexican Government, or Mexican 
authorities, claim Mr. White was killed by Yaquis. White was 
killed at Sevardo. He was shot from ambush, from the right-hand 
side of the road. Way back from this killing, on the right-hand side 
of the road, from the direction of the shooting were tracks of ani- 
mals, horses and mules. Horses and burros, new prints showing 
they were shod; the horses and the burros were shod, which seems 
almost unknown for the Yaquis to have, also the prints of the 
men’s shoes; they were not Yaqui prints: some were wearing shoes. 
and some were wearing zapatos, but not Yaqui zapatos. A Mexican 
driver by the name of Avila was following, my truck was in the 
lead. Anyway, they had passed this little abandoned ranch on the 
left-hand side of the read, and were going down through a wash. 
and after they got out of that they had to go through another. a 
second wash: my truck was in second gear. The first shot that was 
fired cut the magneto wire and my truck stopped, of course. White 
was shot through the head, and through the arm here, and another 
shot went in the body, and his body was stripped of clothing except 
his B. V. D.’s. and the Mexican helper who was with him, a fellow 
by the name fo Garcia, his body was mutilated as if his head was 
banged on the wheel. His body was mutilated. but White's body 
was not, a little on the head but nothing to speak of. 
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suator Fatt. Did the Mexican helper have other wounds ex-ept 
the crushed skull? 

Mr. Axperson. Bullet wounds in his crushed skull. Both evi- 
dently were killed before they had a chance to get out of the seat. 
There was a gas tank in the back of the cab. From the way Garcia 
was shot it looked as though they saw this obstruction, or something 
in the road, and White used to carry his gun in the back of the seat, 
but he evidently did not get a chance to shoot it from the way 
(Garcia was shot. I suppose that Garcia reached up like that for 
the gun, and was shot through the head. This fellow Avila claimed 
he saw a Mexican, or some Mexicans. He stopped his truck in this 
wash, backed the truck up in the wash and went ahead, got stuck in 
the wash, backed it up again and then started back for Mazatlan. 
No shots were fired at that truck, and he had on a man passenger. 

Senator Farr. An American man? 

Mr. Anperson. No, sir; a Mexican man. Now. they stole all the 
stuff in the automobile, flour and sugar; some flour they did not 
take.. They cut the sacks open and threw the flour on the side of the 
road and took the sacks and left the flour lying there in a heap. 
When—this I got from hearsay, when the word was sent in to 
Mazatlan—they got word to the mine first, and the boys started out 
from the mine and they got to a place—there is a little station be- 
tween Tepic and Mazatlan, the name I can not just recollect, there 
isa large ranch there, they kept from 12, 15, or 25 soldiers there all 
the time. That is the closest place where they kept Carranza sol- 
diers to the place where Mr. White was killed. 

Senator Fatt. Whet is the distance? 

Mr. Anperson. Oh, it must have been 7 or 8 miles. 

Senator Fatt, Was any effort made to track these animals from 
the scene of this killing? 

Mr. Axperson. No, sir; they tracked them a little ways, and Mr. 
Williams, from the es esas they got word into San Xavier, 
my other truck started out—a man by the name of Fred Williams 
was in La Colorada, of Nogales, Ariz. He is now at the hotel 
in Nogales, Bowman Hotel in Nogales. He was going to Col. Lan- 
caster’s ranch, and there was a man with him by the name of Harry 
Marcott. The soldiers stopped them, would not let them go any 
farther, saying it was dangerous, and after another truck came 

down there with the rest of the boys from camp, why they went on; 
in the meantime the soldiers had been there and trampled over and 
obliterated quite a number of the tracks, but Mr. Williams went out 
with a Mexican—he was an old trapper down there—and Mr. 
Williams swears it was not Yaquis; he followed the tracks as far 
as hd could, he could not get very far because it was getting dark, 
but the tracks right in the vicinity of the killing were obliterated. 

Senator Fa. What effort was made by the Mexican authorities 
porien these assassins? | 

r. Anperson. Not any that I know of. 

j ai Farr. Has any one ever been arrested or punished for ` 
is? - 

Mr. Axperson. No, sir. Some months ago, a few months ago, the 
claim was made that the murderers of Mr. White were killed, being 
aquis. They claimed they recognized the murderers from the fact 


1830 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


that in one of the pockets of the khaki shirt the Yaqui had on was 
a letter of Mr. White, which is all foolishness. No Yaqui would 
-keep a letter in a shirt for three or four months. 

Senator FALL. Now, do you know of any other killing in Mexico, 
Mr. Anderson ? 

Mr. ANverson. Yes, sir; Mr. Hennessey, in September. 
. Senator Farr. What was his name? 

Mr. Anperson. That, I dont’ know. 

Senator Farr. Al Hennessey? 

Mr. Anperson. I don’t know his initials. 

Senator Farr. When was he killed? 

Mr. Anperson. In September. 

Senator Farr. Of 1919? 

Mr. ANpErson. 1919. 

Senator Farr. Whereabouts? 

Mr. Anperson. It was about 11 or 12 miles from San Xavier. 

Senator Farr. Do you know the circumstances of his killing? 

Mr. Anperson. He was going out to work for W. C. Love, driving 
a Jeffery-Quad truck, accompanied by the same Mexican who was 
following Mr. White, Avila. Hennessey was sitting on the left- 
hand side of the truck and Avila was driving on the right-hand side. 
They had a guard of four soldiers—two Mayo Indians and two 
Yaquis. There were bullet holes in the radiator and bullet holes 
through the borders on the truck. One soldier was killed and one 
wounded. Avila never had a scratch. Poor Hennessey was very 
badly shot up, evidently as though they had made a mark of the 
American. We went out after that. Mr. Marcott drove the truck. 
A fellow named Barnes took my truck over there. When they got 
over there the truck had been robbed of everything on it that they 
could carry away. When he got back to camp with that Jeffery- 
Quad truck there was just the mail and one or two little minor 
packages; but there was a sack of coffee on there that was gone when 
the truck got back: and some few days afterwards the Mexican 
soldiers sold this stuff or tried to sell it to another man over 1n a 
little town down on the river, on the Yaqui River—I can not think 
of the name right now. When we got to the truck all the stuff was 
stolen except the powder. We had a load of powder. A bullet went 
right through the powder, grazed every stick as it went across, and 
did not blow the stuff up. 

Senator Farr. You sav there were Mexican soldiers around there? 

Mr. Anperson. Mexican soldiers were on guard within a mile of 
where this killing took place. I will think of the name of the out- 
post in a few minutes. There was a sentry, though, if he had been 
on duty, in sight of the holdup of this Jeffery-Quad truck: and the 
night that this Jefferv-Quad truck was held up there was a detach- 
ment of 75 cavalrymen at this particular camp, besides the guard 
that was around there, 12. 15, or 25 men. 

Senator Farr. Was any effort made to track these assassins ? 

Mr. Anprerson. Noy sir. 

Senator Fart. Do you know anything about whether these horses 
were shod or not? 

Mr. AnvErson. No, sir; I do not. 

Senator Farr. Has anvone ever been arrested for that killing? 
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Mr. Axpersox. No, sir: not to my knowledge. 

Senator Farr. Did you ever know of any effort by anyone to 
locate any of the personal belongings of Mr. White? 

Mr. Anperson. No, sir. 

Senator Fart. Whether they were found ! 

Mr. ANDERSON. No, sir; not that I know of. i 

Senator Farr. Do you know whether Mr. Hennessey was an 
American citizen ? 

Mr. Anperson. He was drafted before he went—vot this job with 
W.C. Love & Co. In fact, he belonged to the American Legion. I 
am positive he belonged to the American Legion in Nogales. 

Senator Fatt. Do you know where his relatives are? 

Mr. Anperson. No; except I heard that his father was living in 
Phoenix; how true it is I don’t know. 

Senator Fart. Do you think of anything else that would be of 
benefit to the committee ? 

Mr. Anpersox. Yes, sir; I would like to remember the names of 
those two camps, for the reason in July I was going back out to 
camp. I left for La Colorada in a little Ford truck with a Mexican 
boy and a one-armed Mexican, and we got to this Wash right at 
Secardo and broke down; I took the stuff off the truck and hid it 
out in the bushes and started afoot for this camp—I can not think of 
the name. When I got into the camp I was very glad to get some 
beans or whatever I could get. but the Mexican lieutenant or Mexi- 
can captain in charge of the soldiers invited me to his house. While 
I was in there I saw a carbide lamp that was taken off the truck 
that Mr. White was driving; it was mine. That was the only thing 
I could see without snooping around that did belong to me, but that 
was my lamp and it was in his house. Whether he took it after the 
killing or not I don’t know. That lamp was there, but it was on my 
truck when it left La Colorada. 

Senator Farr. This was in the commanding officer’s house? 

Mr. Axperson. Of the guard; yes, sir. 


Senator Farr. This was within 30 days, approximately, after the 
death of Mr. White? 


Mr. ANpErson. Yes, sir. À 
Senator Fart. Do you think of anything else? 
Mr. Axperson. No, sir. 


(The committee then, at 9.30 o’clock p. m., adjourned to meet at 
the call of the chairman.) 
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SUNDAY, MARCH 7, 1920. 


| UNITED States SENATE, 
SURCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON Foreign RELATIONS, 

Tucson, Ariz. 
The subcommittee met pursuant to the call of the chairman at 
10.30 o'clock a. m., at the Santa Rita Hotel, Tucson, Ariz., Senator 
A. B. Fall presiding. 


Present: Senators A. B. Fall and Marcus A. Smith, and Dan M. 
Jackson, Esq., clerk of the subcommittee. 


TESTIMONY OF MR. BRACEY CURTIS. 


(The witness was sworn by Dan M. Jackson, Esq., secretary of 
the subcommittee, duly authorized thereto.) 


Senator Fatt. Your name to the reporter, please. 
Mr. Curtis. Bracey Curtis. 


Senator Fart. Mr. Curtis, you are, of course, a citizen of the 
United States? 


Mr. Curtis. I am. 

Senator Farr. Of what State are you a native? 
Mr. Curtis. Massachusetts. 

Senator Fatt. Where do you reside? 

Mr. Curris. Nogales, Ariz. 

Senator FALL. ice long have you been living in Arizona? 
Mr. Curtis. About 20 years. 

Senator Fatt. Nogales how long? 

Mr. Curtis. Oh, I suppose 17 years, in and out. 
Senator Farr. What is your business? 

Mr. Curts. Banking. 


Senator FALL. Are you president of the First National Bank of 
Nogales? 


Mr. Curtis. I am. 


Senator FALL. Are you also chairman of the chamber of com- 
merce? 


Mr. Curtis. President of the chamber of commerce. 

Senator Fart. Where does the principal business of the city of 
ogales lie, in what country ? 

Mr. Curtis. South, in Mexico. 


Senator Faru. Nogales is a dual city, American side and Mexican 
side? 


Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir. 


Senator Farr. The international line runs through separating the 
two towns? 
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Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. What banks in the State of Sonora are operating 
at the present time ? 

Mr. Curtis. There is one bank in Hermosillo; I don't remember 
the name just now. There is only one bank in Sonora. 

Senator FALL. There is a small bank in Cananea ? 

Mr. Curtis. Oh, yes; I beg your pardon, that is right. 

Senator FA... Up to 10 years ago where was the banking business 
of Sonora done? 


Mr. Curtis. In Sonora; we enjoyed some business, but nothing - 


like we have now. 

Senator Farr. There were banks also, established banks, in the 
State of Sonora at that time‘ 

Mr. Curtis. Oh, yes. 

Senator Farr. Which was the principal bank there? The Bank 
of Sonora and Hermosillo? _ 

Mr. Curtis. The Bank of Sonora and Banco Nacional, a branch 
of the Banco Nacional of Mexico City, and a branch of the Banco 
de Londres y Mexico. 

Senator Farr. A branch of the Banco Central also? 

Mr. Curtis. No; the Banco Central did not have a branch there. 
The Banco Occidental of Guadalajara. The Banco Minero also had 
a branch there. 

Senator Farr. That is a Chihuahua bank. 

Mr. Curtis. That is a Chihuahua bank. 

Senator Farr. Were you familiar with the banking system of 
Mexico at that time? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. These different banks you have mentioned were 
members of an association of banks under the Banco Central, in the 
City of Mexico? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir; in the last few years before they moved out. 

Senator Farr. They were banks of issue? 

Mr. Curtis. The State banks, one bank in each State was a bank 
of issue, and the Banco Nacional in Mexico, and then the Banco 
Central, which was supposed to be a redeeming agency for all banks, 
kind of a clearing house. 

Senator Farr. The Bank of Sonora was a bank of issue? 

Mr. Curtis, Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. The Banco Nacional was a bank of issue? 

Mr. Corris. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. In 1910, prior to the Madero revolution, what was 
the value of the currency of these banks of issue in Sonora? 

Mr. Curtis. Practically two for one, might have been a few points 
below. 

Senator Farr. That is in comparison with American gold? 

Mr. Crrtis. With American gold. , | 

Senator Farr. In other words, the currency of these banks and the 
national currency issued by the bank of the City of Mexico? 

Mr. Curtis. That was not national currency, that was bank cur- 
rency. 

Senator Farr. They called it National currency because issued by 
National banks? 
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Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir. 


Senator Fall. It was circulated on a par with silver, was it not? 

Mr. Cris, Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. A bank of Sonora bill was on a par with silver. 

Mr. Ccrtis. Yes, sir. That was the basis. 

Senator Farr. It was so maintained up to 1910? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. You are familiar with the conditions as they have 
existed in Mexico, particularly along the west coast, since that time? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir. | 

Senator Fann. In 1910, prior to 1911 or 1912, how was the princi- 
pal business of the west coast; that is, Sonora and Sinaloa and the 
present State of Nayarit: how was the principal export business 
done? 

Mr, Curtis. That is pretty hard for me to answer, Senator. There 
Was a very large export business by water, also a large amount by 
rail through Nogales. After the—especially after the European 
war started the boats became scarce, and practically all the business 
in the last two years, maybe more, has been done through Nogales. 
Now new boat lines are started in there again, and, of course, they 
have a big oceanic frontage: in fact, they have a verv large water 
transportation business for those three States. 

Senator Faun. Prior to January, 1911, I might sav until the 
middle of the year 1910, what were the conditions in and along the 
west coast States, including the State of Sonora, with reference to 
law and order, or violence? 

Mr. Cvrris. That is, prior to 1910? 

Senator Faun. Yes? 

Mr. Curtis. Very excellent. 


Senator Fann. Had there been any revolution of any kind or 
character prior to that time since vou had known the country? 

Mr. Curtis. That was at the time the revolution started? 

Senator FALL. Yes: prior to that time. in the years prior to that 
time’ 
Mr. Curtis. No, sir. 


Senator Farr. You were quoted in the papers as desiring to make 
a statement before the committee which might be of interest to the 
committee in reference to the conditions along the west coast of 
Mexico. You were correctly quoted in that, were vou? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes. I was not particularly desiring to appear be- 
fore the committee and testify anv more than there was a state- 
ment—I don’t know how it came about—mavy I be permitted to go 
ahead ? | 

Senator Fann. Yes; certainly. 


r. Curtis. Stating Nogales people were afraid to testify before 
the committee. How in the world it ever came about I don’t know. 
In fact I did not see the article until an Associated Press man came 
n and wanted to know what position the Nogales people would 
want to take when thev were accused of being afraid to testify. J 
said, “ most certainly we would resent it,” then he asked for a state- 
ment, and I made it: it was the friendliest kind of a spirit, any more 
than we did not like to be accused—TI don’t think any Arizonian likes 
to be accused of being afraid of doing his duty: that was the reason 
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for the statement I put in the paper; we were not afraid to do our 
duty any time, and it is a pleasure to do whatever is considered our 
part as American citizens. 

Senator Farr. Do you regard it as your duty to appear before this 
committee and give evidence as to the facts as you see them? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir; I certainly do, I consider it a duty and 
pleasure to do whatever I can to shed light on the situation. 

Senator Fart. Have you had your attention called to orders issued 
by the Foreign or what we would call the State Department of the 

exican Government, with reference to what would happen to wit- 
nesses who appeared before this committee ? 

Mr. Curtis. I have seen it in the newspapers. As far as I am con- 
cerned personally, I do not consider it seriously because I don’t be- 
lieve it would affect me anyway. I don’t believe the people in our 
section would be so antagonistic as to make any trouble for me do- 
ing what I consider is my right or my duty. I might be wrong, in 
that matter, Senator, but that is my personal opinion. 

Senator Farı. Your opinion is based upon your personal judg- 
ment—— 

Mr. Curtis. My personal relations. 

Senator Farr. I mean your personal relations. 

r Mr. Curtis. I had arrangements made to go South next Tues- 
a 

Serato Farı. So the committee learned. 

Mr. Curtis. I was very glad to receive your telegram; I had defi- 
nite engagements all along the line. I was glad to come up here 
this morning, but I expect to go South on Tuesday; there can not be 
any reason why anybody would bother me; of course I might be 
wrong about that but I fear no trouble at all. 

Senator Fari. After this statement of yours had been published, 
or what purports to be published in the press, the committee sup- 
posed, of course, you would hold yourself in readiness in the event 
the committee went to Nogales, to appear before it: upon the com- 
mittee having information that you were expecting to go South to- 
day, it was thought best to subpoena you at once, for that reason 
a subpoena was telegraphed to you. Now, there is no spirit at all of 
any resentment because of any personal statement you might have 
made, but what I want to know is if you have read the order of the 
Mexican Government as issued by the subsecretary or acting secre- 
tary of foreign affairs of Mexico to the effect that no passport of 
any person appearing before this committee would be viséd so they 
might go into the City of Mexico or Republic of Mexico, without 
sen to the character of evidence they might give—a general 
order? 

Mr. Curris. No; I don’t think I have read any orders from any 
oe i I oe simply scen comments on it. i 

enator FALL. At any rate you would not think i i rou? 

Mr.Curtis. I would a lak SO. ra ae 

Senator Farr. Did you notice in the public press that this Gov- 
ernment has requested the Mexican Government that they rescind 
that order and allow the witnesses who appear before it to go into 
Mexico? = 

Mr. Curtis. Yes; I saw that in the press. 
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Senator Farr. You noticed the answer of the Mexican Govern- 
ment in the particular case of Forrest? That is, that Forrest him- 
self had testified against the Mexican Government? 

Mr. Curtis. No; I don’t believe I saw that reply. 

Senator Fart. What I was getting at, whether you understood 
that the order in reference to witnesses appearing before this com- 
mittee was a general order of the Mexican Government that no 
witness appearing before this committee should be allowed to go 
back to Mexico, and whether you had your attention called to the 
fact that in the Forrest case, in answer to the protest of this Gov- 
ernment, it had undertaken to make the distinction that Forrest had 
testified against the Mexican Government ? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes; I understood that to be a general order, but I 
don't believe it could—I don’t believe it was taken very seriously 
in our section. I don’t believe Mexico would take the stand pro- 
hibiting people generally. | 

Senator Farr. Do you think any Mexican consul at Nogales or 
in the State of Arizona would visé the passport of any American 
who gave testimony before this committee publicly in reference 
to any damage which he had sustained, to person or property in 

' Mexico. and allow that witness to return to Mexico? 

Mr. Crrris. I don’t know, if you have orders on that—I can not 
answer that, Senator. | 

Senator Farul. You don’t know what their orders are? 

Mr. Curtis. I don’t know what their orders are. 

Senator FALL. Of course, this committee may be misinformed; 
but orders were issued by the Department of State of Mexico to 
our State Department, and to each consul along the border. 

Mr. Curtis. That may be true. 

Senator Farr. And also the consuls throughout the United States; 
and if there is a distinction being shown along the border in 
Arizona the committee would like to know it. 

Mr. Curtis. That is a question I can not answer. I don’t know. 
alta heard of a single case where anybody has been refused in 

ogales. 


rae Farr. There has been no hearings by the committee in 
Nogales. 

Mr. Curris. I may be refused; I don’t know; but I don’t think so. 

Senator Fatt. You read Spanish, don’t vou? 

Mr. Curtis. I don’t read it fluently. 

Senator Farr. Well, read this order. [Here the witness read said 
general order. | 


_ Mr. Certs. I have not read it all through. I see the purport of 
It; that is some order. 
_ Senator Fart. This document which you have just been reading 
In Spanish is the order issued—the general order issued to the con- 
suls along the border—in the matter of witnesses appearing before 
this committee. It has been taken up in specific cases with the United 
States. The Congress of the United States thought it had a right to 
appoint a committee of its Members to proceed within the boundaries 
of the United States to any investigation it might order; and when 
this committee was informed, at first privately, that the appearance 
efore this committee of witnesses would be resented by the Mexican 
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Government the committee took the matter up officially with the 
Department of State of the United States Government. 

Mr. Curtis. Well, Senator, I had read articles in the newspapers 
more or less along the line of that order, but I did not know—I 
could not believe that such would be the case, and I still do not take 
that fact seriously. I might be absolutely incorrect and foolhardy 
in it, but I do not think it would affect a person giving a fair state- 
ment, unless it was to bring up some old score in Mexico. I think 
there will be individual cases that will get in trouble. 

Senator Faun. You say, “ fair statement.” You mean fair state- 
ment according to the foreign department of Mexico, or local Mexi- 
can consuls? 

Mr. Curtis. No; statement of facts. 

Senator Fatt. A statement of facts? 

Mr. Corris. Yes. I might be wrong on that; I might be wrong 
on that, Senator. 

Senator FALL. I have a telegram forwarded to this committee by 
the party to whom it was sent: 

BROWNSVILLE, TEN.. February 6, 1920. 

This consulate is unable to visé your passport. 

R. G. Domincurz, Consul. 

The committee then wired Mr. Forrest. advising him to apply to 
the Eagle Pass consul to see whether his passport would be viséd. 
We have the following telegram sent us: 

LAREDO, TEX., February 6, 1920. 
Mr. HENRY FORREST, 
Fagle Pasa, Ter.: 


Your wire according to my departments instructions, Am unable to visé 
your passport to Mexico, you being considered undesirable. 


a 
CONSUL MELQUIADES GARCIA. 


Mr. Forrest gave his testimony in public before the committee, 
which is part of the printed hearings of the committee. Now, of 
course, you would not be prepared to say that Mr. Forrest’s testi- 
mony was not fair or was not the truth ? 

Mr. Curtis. No, sir. 

Senator Farr. Then it must be left to the Mexican officials as to 
whether it is fair or not the truth. Therefore if they consider your 
testimony fair they will allow you to go back: if, in their judgment, 
they consider it unfair, you would be precluded from returning to 
Mexico under this order. 

Mr. Curtis. That is the condition. 

Senator Fair. That being the condition, are you not inclined to 
think that some of the people along the border in Arizona might be 
deterred in giving testimony publicly before this committee? 

Mr. Curtis. Might be in many cases; ves. I am speaking, Senator, 
on generalities; that is. people as a class. I can not but feel that if 
you go to Nogales with your committee and request the people to 
testity—that might be some of my Yankee ideas—I can not conceive 
of a good American citizen not wanting to testify. I might be narrow 
minded or it might be my personal opinion, but that is my viewpoint. 

Senator Farr. Your statement, as you say, is a general statement? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir. 
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Senator Farı. Did you consider the statement purporting to come 
from the chairman of this committee applying to cases in general or 
specific cases ? 

Mr. Curtis. I considered it applied to the communities in general. 

Senator Fatt. And you thought that that general statement, at- 
tributed to the chairman of the committee, that witnesses would be 
deterred because of the Mexican order, vou thought that was offensive 
to the people on the border? 


Mr. Curtis. Yes; I thought it was a reflection on the citizenship of 
Nogales. 


Senator Faru. Do you think so now? 

Mr. Curtis. I don’t think it was a good thing to get out a statement 
referring to Douglas and Nogales as the two places where they would 
not do their duty or would not testify; I don’t think that was exactly 
a fair thing to do, Senator. 

Senator Farr. That is exactly what we want, your idea about it. 

Mr. Curtis. I don’t think it is good ground that the whole reputa- 
tion or Americanism of the whole community should be reflected on. 
I think our people in Nogales have done their part well. and are try- 
ing to do their part well, and have taken pleasure in doing what was 
put up to them during the war, and in the Mexican situation. I think 
thev are a fair people in general. 

Senator Farı. The people of Nogales have often defended them- 
selves or assisted in their defense against attacks of bandits or others 
from Mexico? 

Mr. Curtis. Certainly. Bandits started troubles one time on the 
line, and then we have had several little skirmishes which usually 
have started from some unfortunate circumstances of some smugglers 
or some undesirable party coming across the line, and would evade 
the guard, then there would be a shot fired, and then be two. and then 

a general mix-up on the line. It was very much regretted on both 
sides of the line when one of those unfortunate things came up in 
the last few years. 

Senator Fart. This particular matter, as to the attitude of the 
committee or as to my personal attitude. and as to yours and Mr. 
Barnes's, we will take up a little bit later so it may be cleared up. 

Mr. Curtis. I want to say right here if I was discourteous in any 
way I did not intend to be. The article I put in the interview was 
simply resenting that Nogales people as a class should he reflected 
on as to their loyalty and patriotism in the sense of doing their duty 
as citizens. Absolutely no personal matter; vour name Was men- 
tioned in the article. by the way. l a 

Senator Fart. We will get back to that directly. I think it will 
all be perfectly satisfactory and ironed out before we get through 
with it, both to vour satisfaction and mine. I want to say that the 
report published in Texas emanating from myself, as published and 
as quoted in one of the local papers in Nogales, is practically cor- 
rect, is a practically correct report of the statement that I made, 
but we will not pursne that further at this time. 

What have been the conditions with reference to law and order, 

or violence and disturbance. in the State of Sonora particularly, 


and generally on the west coast of Mexico during the last 8 or 10 
vears? i 
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Mr. Curtis. Well, of course, during the revolutionary period they 
were fighting, and they were not good, but now 

Senator Fatt. What do you mean by revolutionary period? 

Mr. Curtis. Especially since 1910. 

Senator Fatt. Up to when? 

Mr. Curtis. I haven't the date in my mind; you might say up to 
the Madero revolution. practically. There has been no fighting down 
there to speak of, you know better than I do, but I should think 
three years. 

Senator Farr. Mr. Madero was recognized immediately by this 
Government when he was elected as President, or declared elected 
President of Mexico. Madcro’s revolution, if you recollect, resulted 
in the resignation of Gen. Diaz. and by agreement, the substitution 
of Mr. de la Barra as President pro tempore, followed by an elec- 
tion resulting in the election of Francisco Madero. Mr. Madero 
was deposed or resigned, and. I believe, later was murdered, early 
in 1913. No government. in Mexico was revognized by this Govern- 
ment then until October, 1915, when Mr. Carranza was recognized 
bv this Government. formally recognized as the de facto head of the 
government in November, 1915. Now, the vears prior to the re og- 
nition of Carranza you have reference to as the revolutionary 
period ? 

Mr. Curris. I don’t remember the date, but the time we had the 
last trouble was at the time Villa came over to Sonora; I think I 
am correct in stating that was the last fighting we had in Sonora. 

Senator Fant. That was early in 1916? 

Mr. Curtis. I don’t remember the date, Senator; but, as a matter 
of fact, during the period there has been much less fighting, much 
less disturbance on what we call the west-coast. States; that is prin- 
cipally Sinaloa and Sonora, than there has been in other parts of 
Mexico. Their troubles and disturbances have been prolonged. 
Ours have been very short. We speak of the west coast because that 
is practically the part of Mexico, to the west of the Sierra Madre 
Mountains, that we are interested in and we know very little about 
the interior of Mexico. 

Senator Fart. Well. assuming the fact, as it is. that the last fighting 
you speak of was in the early part of 1916 when Obregon, bringing 
his troops through the United States, participated in the defeat of 
Villa—Pancho Villa—at Agua Prieta and Naco? 

Mr. Curtis. And Hermosillo. 

Senator Farr. And Hermosillo. I was speaking of the border. 
Did those occurrences end the disturbed conditions in Sonora? 

Mr. Curtis. I think that was about the end of the disturbed condi- 
tions; it has gradually been getting normalized and settled down. 

Senator Farr. They have been greatly improved? 

Mr. Curtis. Greatly improved. 

Senator Fann. At the present time what are they ? 

Mr. Cres. They are very good. They have their troubles of 
reconstruction, getting their country back in shape the same as we 
had in the Southern States after the Civil War. They are using very 
good efforts and are sincere, I believe, and doing their very best to get 
their States back in good condition. 

Senator Fatu. You are speaking of the State authorities? 
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Mr. Curtis. State authorities; yes. 


Senator Farr. The administration of Calles, followed by that of 
de la Huerta up to the last few days, has been satisfactory generally 
tothe Americans in Sonora? 

Mr. Curtis. I think there has been some preparation of strikes in 
the State, but there has been no actual occurrence; whether there 
will be strikes or not remains to be seen; but, as a matter of fact, it 
has been feared there would be trouble. I met Gen. de la Huerta 
and I have a great deal of faith in him; I believe he is trving to do 
the fair thing. He is anxious to get his State to producing; he surely 
talks sincerely and friendly with us; he has a lot of justice and fair- 
ness in his talk. He might talk to some one else differently, but that 
is our experience, just coming back from the trade excursion. 

Senator Farr. Your experience has not been confined merely to this 
recent trade excursion down there? | 

Mr. Curtis. No; but with de la Huerta, which is the first time I 
met him on this trip. | 

Senator Farr. Is he the present governor? 

Mr. Curtis. The present governor of the State of Sonora. 

Senator Farr. You don't know whether he has been called to the 
City of Mexico from the governorship of Sonora ? 

Mr. Curtis. No: I don't; I don't think that is official. 

Senator Farr. You noticed the announcement in the paper? 

Mr. Curris, A great many of these announcements in the paper we 
don’t take very seriously. 

Senator Fatt. How is the business in the Yaqui Valley now—the 
agriculture? 

Mr. Curtis. On the other side it is very good, and improving; on 
this side of the river it is very dull on account of the Yaqui Indians. 

Senator Fatt. Do you know anything about the recent negotiations 

between the State government and the Yaqui Indians in reference 
to peace and other matters? 


r. Curtis. Nothing definite, except what Gen. de la Huerta 
told me. 


Senator Faun. Did you see any Yaqui Indians on your trade trip? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. Were they armed? 

Mr. Ccrris. Apparently we saw a thousand from the car windows, 
and at Oro Station I don’t know how many, some at the station and 
more out in the bushes; those that we saw at the station were armed, 
I think; besides there were a great many at Hermosillo that were 
there to negotiate peace terms. 

Senator Farr. You don’t know the result of the negotiations? 

Mr. Curtis. I don’t know; I don’t think it is concluded. 

Senator Farr. Do you know of any trouble of a violent character 
with the Yaqui Indians in the last month anywhere close to the 
border of Arizona? 

Mr. Curtis. I don’t recollect about it. 

nator Farr. Do you know where the Mascarefia ranch is? 
Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir. , 
Senator Farr. South of Lochiel, or in that direction? 
136920—20—rr 12— 3 
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Mr. Curtis. It seems to me I heard something about it, but I was 
away. I think that was during the trade excursion; I did not read 
anvthing about it. 

Senator Faru. You don’t know whether it was true, as reported, 
that there were nine Mexican soldiers killed, as reported, by the 
Yaqui Indians within a half mile of the border? 

Mr. Curtis. I do not. 

Senator FALL. You did hear something of it? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes. sir; I heard something of it, but nothing very 
definite. 

Senator Farr. They are shipping a great many tomatoes out of 
Mexico now, are they not—out of Sonora ? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir: mostly out of Sinaloa. 

Senator Farr. Coming through Nogales? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes. sir. 

Senator Fann. Reported about 1,400 cars? 

Mr. Curtis. I presume there has been at least that—net 1,400 cars; 
no: I don't think so: T don’t. know what the crop would be: I don’t 
imagine the whole season would be less than 2.000 cars, I should 
imagine. 

Senator Farr. No; I don’t mean that there has been shipped; but 
what has been and would be shipped, approximately 1,400 cars? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. The garvanzo business has been pretty good in 
Mexico in the last few years? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir; it is a very Important crop. 

Senator Fari. There has been a great many shipments through 
Nogales of garvanzo? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir: I don’t remember the figures: I think the 
last vear the market price was something like $45,000,000 worth of 
garvanzo that went through Nogales. : 

Senator Farr. They were in bond generally to what country ? 

Mr. Curnis. Well, mostly consumed in Spain and Cuba and Porto 
Rico, and in all the Spanish countries. Some go to Italy and some 
go to I*rance, and a few used in the United States. 

Senator Faun. There is no friction, in so far as vou know, between 
the American property owners in Sonora and the State government. at 
Sonora pending at the present time? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir; the Richardson Construction Co.—I would 
not say about the Government, Senator, but the Richardson Con- 
struction Co. has a case on with the Mexican Government in court 
being thrashed out in Mexico City now, a question of the difference of 
their opinion as to the value of their concession; that is, the judicial 
question that is in the court. 

Senator Farr. Originating from an attempt to forfeit their con- 
cession ? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir; claiming that they did not comply with the 
terms of their concession. 

Senator Farr. Thev are not only in trouble with reference to the 
national concession but also in some trouble with reference to the 
State attempting to take certain portions of the land? 

Mr. Curtis. I don’t think the State has any—this is just off- 
hand—I don’t know the conditions, of course; I have understood that 
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the State did not have any of their lands now. I believe I have 
heard, Senator, there is some law whereby agricultural land on a 
ditch not being used, that under certain conditions people can work 
it. Tam not familiar with that law, but I believe thev have a law 
to compel people to cultivate their cultivable Jand. 

Senator Farr. Have vou had vour attention called to what is 
known as the agrarian law of the State of Sonora ? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fatt. Have vou had any talk with Gov. de la Huerta 
concerning the enforcement of that law? 

Mr. Curtis. I told Gen. de la Huerta—we talked very friendly 
with Gen. de la Huerta, he talked friendly to us. We told him that 
the agrarian law was an unfortunate law for them to have on their 
books, for the reason it deterred people from coming and opening up 
their country, from considering it at all, for the reason that that law 
provided that the land should be cut up in small pieces, and it was im- 
possible to carry out any large irrigation project with that law. He 
said that the law had never been put into effect. had never been en- 
forced and did not have any idea that it would be: the probability 
is that it might be changed. He could not see why the people at large 
should take that law seriously. We told him that the reason we 
thought it would be was because it was on their statute now, and 
that it did keep back development. 

Senator Fann. He thought it would not be enforced. and that it 
shonld not interfere with development ? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir; he thought it would be rescinded. 

Senator Fann. It would be rescinded ? 

Mr. Cretis, That is the way he felt: of course, he is not in contro] 
of the State congress. He is simply governor: they do what they 
think is their duty: he does what he thinks is his: T don’t think he 
would dominate Congress as has been done in some other periods, 
He was not in sympathy with that law. 

Senator Farr. Did he say anything to you concerning any protest 
by the United States Government ? 

Mr. Crrtts. He did not. 

Senator Farr. He did not tell vou? 

Mr. Curtis. No, sir. 

Senator Farr. That he had had the matter up himself with the 
United States Government.’ 

Mr. Curtis. No, sir. 

Senator Farr. I might call vour attention to the fact that on De- 
cember 5, 1918. the Department of State received from E. M. Lawton, 
American consul at Nogales. a telegram and report in reference to 
the then proposed agrarian law, and the labor laws of the State of 
Sonora that were then pending in Congress. That on March 20, 1919, 
the State Department of the United States. dealing directly with the 
consul at Nogales. instructed him to bring to the attention of the ap- 
propriate State authorities the fact that the American Embassy at 
Mexico City had been instructed to renew protest. previously made 
against the proposed agrarian law, referring to advices given them 
pursuant to instructions contained in department's former teleerann, 
Mr. de la Huerta, vou say, did not call your attention to that? 

Mr. Curtis. No, sir. 
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Senator Farr. He did not call your attention to the protest of the 
American Government to the State government of Sonora concerning 
this law ? 

Mr. Curtis. No, sir; he did not. 

Senator Fart. You did not know that this Government had had the 
matter up before this law was passed protesting then ? 

Mr. Curtis. No, sir. 

Senator Farr. He did not, as vou stated a little while ago, call your 
attention to the fact that the Government had had the matter up with 
him since the passage of the law, our Government ? 

Mr. Curtis. No. sir. | 

Senator Fart. Of course, he did not tell vou that he had replied in 
an entirely different way directly over his own signature to our Gov- 
ernment ? 

Mr. Curtis. No, sir. 
= Senator Fai. I do not intend to place this matter in the record ex- 
cept for your information, to say to you that the committee has in Its 
possession a letter, an official letter from Mr. de la Huerta upon this 
subject which is entirely contrary to the statement which he made per- 
sonally to you in reference to the enforcement of this law, and that 
the American Government has renewed its protest against the enforce- 
ment of the law. For your private information, not for the public. 
(Here the witness read said letter.) You can not always tell from 
private conversation what may be going on officially ? 

Mr. Curtis. No, sir. 

Senator Farr. Asa matter of fact: the people—many of the people. 
I presume those at Nogales—have an idea that the protests of this 
Government to the Mexican Government in reference to their official 
action in matters of legislative decrees, etc., have been largely in refer- 
ence to oil? 

Mr. Curtis. I think that is the general opinion; yes. 

Senator Farr. You did not know this Government had up directly 
with the National Government and directly with the State govern- 
ment in reference to protests? 

Mr. Curtis. I knew Mr. Lawton had this matter up with the State 
Department at the time he had it up. I did not know about a formal 
protest. 

Senator Farr. If this law was enforced in the State of Sonora how 
would it affect the interests of Americans as well as Mexicans owning 
land in the State? 

Mr. Curtis. I don't remember, Senator. how small the divisions 
were to be made, but—— 

Senator Fart. Assuming that the largest possible holdings could 
be 20 hectares, we will say, for grazing purposes, which would be 
approximately 50 acres, how would it affect the American owners? 

Mr. Curtis. Well, it would affect them adversely. I don’t think 
there are very many American holdings over there except the grants. 

Senator Farr. You know Mr. B. A. Packard? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir; Mr. Packard's lands. it would affect them 
adversely—had. 

Senator Fatt. How about this company von spoke about—the 
Richardson Construction Co. ? 

Mr. Curtis. It would be very bad: they have approximately 550,- 
000 acres, as I remember, in the Yaqui Valley. 
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Senator Fart. Which they have been attempting to redeem for 
agricultural purposes ? 

Mr. Ccrtis. It is practically all agricultural land. 

Senator Faun. Assuming that the total agricultural acreage would 
not be one-tenth of that I just spoke of, it would seriously affect it? 

Mr, Curtis. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fatt. How about the Slaughter ranch? 

Mr. Curtis. I am not familiar with that. 

Senator Fart, You are familiar with the number of cattle that 
ustally graze upon a given area in Sonora? 

Mr. Curtis. I suppose 1 to 12 or 15 acres. 

Senator Fay. A fortunate owner who had the land would carry 
' that now? 

Mr, Ccrtis. Or more than that. 

Senator FALL. There are numbers of other Americans owning com- 
paratively large farms in Sonora? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. Those owning the amount of land which I sug- 
gested, and this amount I named as being the amount that the law 
provided. I simply put it at that large figure for the purpose of 
illustration: it would affect injuriously all those people? 

Mr. Curtis, Oh, yes. 

Senator Fann. Now, under the law itself, would they receive any 
benefit for the land so taken away from them? 

Mr. Curtis. I really don't know what the provisions would be 
under that law. 

Senator Farr. Do you know what the bonded indebtedness of the 
State of Sonora is? 

Mr. Curtis. I do not: I don’t know that they have bonds; I am 
not familiar with that. 

Senator Fatt. Do vou know whether any bonds issued by the State 
or by the National Governments in Mexico at any time are being 
paid, or the interest thereon is being paid? 

Mr. Crriis. No: I think they are not. 

Senator Farr. What would vou regard as the value of an agrarian 
bond of the State of Sonora of the par value of $3 at the present 
time ? 

Mr. Certis. I don’t think think it would be very good security. 

Senator Farr. You would not like to sell your land and be com- 
pelled to accept agrarian bonds? 

Mr. Crrtis. No: I would not. 

Senator Farr. Do you think if the United States Government in 
its communication had made the statement that the purpose of pay- 
ing for confiscated lands under said bonds—agrarian bonds of the 
State of Sonora—don’t vou think the position of the Government, 
that it would be practically confiscatory, would be correct? 

Mr. Curtis. You might call it confiscation. It is a plan of theirs 
to give bonds I would not consider as very . 

Senator Farr. You, as a banker, would not consider a very desir- 
able investment ? 

Mr. Curtis. No: I would not consider it a safe bond. 

Senator Farr. Then vou think the United States would be correct 
in stating to the Mexican Government it would be practically con- 
fscation? 
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Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. Particularly in view of the fact they have no court 
to condemn the property, but simply a commission appointed to fix 
the value? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes; but I have not heard of that action being taken, 
and in the second place they claim there is no appropriation for any 
commission to enforce that law. That is what they state, what they 
told us. 

Senator Fan. That is very much like the provisions of the consti-. 
tution of Mexico which prohibits any minister of any denomination 
holding services in Mexico, or preaching in any church or private 
house. unless he is a native-born citizen of Mexico. and the suspension 
of that by Mr. Carranza in some particular instance where he invited — 
the preachers in and told them he would not enforce that provision 
of the constitution. This law in Sonora in reference to taking over 
this property is in that situation, it will not be enforced as long as 
Mr. de la Huerta is there ? 

Mr. Curtis. Apparently that is the situation; ves: and to the best 
of my knowledge it has not been enforced. SS 

Senator FALL. Your information is correct. it has not been enforced 
as far as we know. | 

Mr. Curtis. We explained to them that the agrarian law was just 
as bad for them as anybody, due to the fact it kept capital out of 
their country. Article 27 keeps capital out of Mexico. They have 
been through a terrible experience in the revolution: thev have had 
their established Government very much upset, and are trying to 
get on their feet with a new bunch of Government officials. 

Senator FALL. You are speaking of the Government of Mexico? 

Mr. Curtis. The whole Government of Mexico, the whole of Mexico 
putting in effect. article 27, and this agrarian law, keeping out for- 
eign capital. If a bank is going to loan money to vou the last 
analysis is, could they go into court and get a judgment for the debt; 
if they could get a judgment could they get execution on your prop- 
erty and take it to satisfy the debt? Down there it is—if you were 
to use that analysis, you could get a judgment, no doubt, for your 
debt. vou could get execution probably, but vou could not take the 
property to satisfy that debt. Now, in any country we must have 
the last analysis for collecting your debt. They keep capital out of 
their country, and they need capital down there to reestablish and 
develop the country, just as much as we needed money to build rail- 
roads in the Middle West, when we had to go to Europe and sell our 
securities; they could have come in at that time and gotten judgment, 
and gotten execution, and taken our railroads if we had not paid 
our interest. Mexico at large is interested in seeing that the country 
is developed, and it is interested in having plenty of work for the 

oor people. and having a lot of people producing to reduce taxation. 

hat. was why Sonora and those people down there through Sonora 
should be made to stimulate production, get a lot of men producing, 
consequently taxation would not fall heavily on anvone. 

Be i Farr. Did the people of the west coast appreciate your 
views’ 

Mr. Curtis. Exactly; we talked to them like we were conferring 
with you; we had no hesitancy about criticizing, and sometimes we 
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got a favorable or adverse reply to our suggestions. We went down 
there with a friendly feeling, and to stimulate better feeling, and I 
know, I remember at the time of our planning to go in that country, 
it was impossible for everybody to get passports, and while it is 
customary to get identification cards on the border we did not like 
to take in a lot of people so the State Department would say we 
abused that privilege, so to put it up fair, we telegraphed them 
asking if they would give the authorities permission to grant us 
identification cards for fellows to go in the last. minute, to go on the 
excursion, which they declined. We took it up with our Senator, 
who was the last resort, and he went and explained the situation to 
the State Department and they gave us that permission; we tele- 

phed to them and explained to them we were going down there 
in good faith, to get in closer touch with the people down there to 
stimulate a better feeling, and better relations, and we were sur- 
prised the State Department would decline us that, because we felt 
if our people along the line would try and do some charitable work 
instead of criticizing them so much we might come to a good deal 
better understanding. The attitude of many of the people is simply 
to criticize and antagonize all the time instead of getting in and giv- 
ing them your hand; we felt that we were going down there trying 
to cooperate with them, and be of some service if we could. They 
treated us very well and we tried to treat them just as well as they 
treated us. 

Senator Farr. Mr. de la Huerta took your view officially ? 

Mr. Curtis. I don’t know what you mean by officially. Senator. 

Senator Fart. He was the official who spoke to vou in reference to 
vour statement of the effect, possible and probable effect, of this 
agrarian law, and gave vou to understand it would not be enforced ? 

Mr. Curtis. I don’t know why that would be. He said that it had 
not been enforced, and so why worry. 

Senator Farr. And so why worry? 

Mr. Curtis. I don’t remember that he said definitely it would not 
be, but he gave me the impression it was not a serious thing to for- 
elgners, or anybody else to worry about. 

Senator Fart. What else does it need to be enforced, except his 
putting it in force, his act as executive; it is the law if he proclaims 
It isin force. ; 

Mr. Curtis. I suppose nothing. 

Senator Fay. If he is removed or resigns, and some one else saw 
it a little differently. and he became governor—for instance, if Gen. 
Dieguez should become governor, he could enforce it immediately ? 

Mr. Curtis. I suppose so. 

Senator Farr. So the continuation of the very pleasant relations 
which have grown up between the citizens here and citizens there 
depend very largely upon the will of who happens to be in office 
in Sonora: the same thing is true. to a large extent. in the entire 
Republic, is it not? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes; I suppose so. 

Senator Farr. Did you know that the enforcement of article 27 of 
the constitution has not yet been adopted by the National Congress? 

Mr. Curts. I did not; no, sir. 

Senator Farr. Did you know that the protest of this Government 
against the enforcement clause of article 27 has been made against 
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Mr. Carranza’s edict, and not against enforcement by any act of 
Congress? 

Mr. Curtis. No: I did not know that. I knew that our Government 
had protested; I did not know the technique of the objection. 

Senator Fatt. You have not had your attention called to the re- 
ply—any reply by Mr. Carranza to any position of our Government 
against the enforcement of confiscatory decrees ? 

Mr. Curtis, Nothing in an authentic way, only what is in our 
papers. 

Senator Fat. I might call vour attention to an authentic declara- 
tion by Mr. Carranza on that subject. He stated that “If the diffi- 
culty could not be settled except by war or intervention he was sorry, 
but was prepared to confront this alternative.” Apparently he did 
not like the reference in my former communication to the possibility 
that the United States Government would have to protect the prop- 
erty of its citizens. The alternative is war; if so, he was prepared 
for it. Do you think it is the duty of this Government to protect 
property of its citizens in Mexico? 

Mr. Curtis. I do: that was in the plank of the last presidential 
campaign. TI think it is the duty of all Governments to look after its 
citizens. 

Senator Fann, You have always expressed yourself that way in 
reference to Mexico—that it is the duty of this Government to pro- 
tect 

Mr. Curtis. I do. I think it should have better diplomatic rela- 
tions. It seems like the whole thing from beginning to end has been 
antagonistic—absolutely all antagonistic—instead of giving a help- 
ing hand. I don’t know how the interior might be, but the people on 
the west coast are very glad to cooperate. I can not understand 
why the people of the interior should not be the same if they had 
the right men to treat with them. 

Senator Fai. Suppose, Mr. Curtis, for a moment if some one else 
than Mr. de la Huerta. in whom you have confidence, became gov- 
ernor of Sonora and sought to enforce this agrarian law, do you think 
it is the duty of the Government of the United States to see that it is 
not enforced ? 

Mr. Curtis. I do. 

Senator Farr. Then. if this Government protests and says it will 
Me low it to be enforced, this Government is doing its dnty that 

ar? 

Mr. Crrris. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fart. And, with reference to the National Government, 
where it is not purely a State matter. if this Government has notified 
the Mexican Government that it will protect the rights of its citi- 
zens, then it is doing its duty that far? j 

Mr. Curtis. Doing exactly what all others—— 

Senator Fart. All others are doing? 

Mr. Curtis. That is. the European countries are doing. 

Senator Faux. If it is answered by the statement that that means 
war and “ I am prepared for it,” why, diplomacy has come to an end 
there? 

Mr. Cortis. It looks to me most extraordinary, and a surprising 
thing to me. I can not see how a man would be so undiplomatic as 
to make a statement like that. 
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Senator Fart. Yet Mr. de la Huerta has declined to make a state- 
ment to the United States in reference to the agrarian law such as 
he made to vou privately ? 

Mr. Curtis. Of course, that is a Federal law. That was his opin- 
ion. Isnt that a Federal law? 

Senator Fatt. No; the constitution of 1917 permits it. 

Mr. Curtis. Permits it; that is right. 

Senator Faur. And the State has done it in this instance, and it 
isup to Mr. de la Huerta, as I stated there, to enforce it or not. The 
protest of this Government was first to the State government, and 
then to the National Government, and answered by the National 
Government, and later answered by the State government. 

Mr. Curtis. Of course, that does not say what the State congress 
will do with that again. 

Senator Farr. The State congress has enacted the law. 

Mr. Curtis. I mean the law. 

Senator Fart. Oh. a new congress may repeal it; we hope the in- 
fluence of you gentlemen along the border, who are on friendly terms 
with them, will have some effect. Now, Mr. Curtis, was there an 
armed conflict in Nogales in August, 1918, between the Government 
soldiers on this side and some of the citizens and Mexican citizens 
and soldiers in Nogales, Sonora ? 

Mr. Curtis. I believe about that date. 

Senator Fatt. There were a good many people killed? 

Mr. Curtis. Several. That was in 1918? 

Senator Faru. Yes. 

Mr. Cretis. I was not at Nogales at that time. 

Senator Fart. Do you know whether the Chamber of Commerce 
at Nogales at that time appealed to the United States Government 
for additional troops? Whether they appealed through Senators of 
the United States Senate to send them artillery. ete. ? 

Mr. Curtis. I think they did appeal: I don’t remember about the 
date. I know we appealed to the Senators several times to give us 
more troops after those troubles. 

S Farr. You don’t think troops are needed there now, do 
you! 

Mr. Curtis. Well, I don't think—TJ think they ought to have some 
troops stationed along the border. 

Senator Farr. Why? 

Mr. Curtis. Well, it is the frontier: you never can tell what might 
come up. I think we are entitled to a moderate number of troops. 
They are having trouble over in Texas all the time, raids along the 
border. We have a good many new laws now, to stop arms and 
ammunition, if you are going to have those laws—you can not expect 
the customs department to guard that line. It is a big, long hne— 
then, I think it is proper to have soldiers along the border, anyway. 

Senator Fart. The law in reference to arms and ammunition is a 
poe law ; it applies to the Canadian border as well as the Mexican 

rder. Itis not necessary for us to have troops along the Canadian 
border. 

Mr. Curtis. I did not know that: I thought it applied to the 
Mexican border. 

Senator Faux. It is not necessary for the United States to main- 
tain troops on the Canadian border, is it? 
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Mr. Curtis. I don’t think so. 

Senator Fai. It is about as long as the Mexican border? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes. 

Senator Farı. That is because Canada is a peaceful country like 
the United States, is it not? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fart. So far as the Mexican border is concerned, why we 
are a peaceful people, and in Nogales, and on this side of the border. 
are we not ? | 

Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. It is not necessary to keep troops here to protect 
the law-abiding citizens over here, is it? 

Mr. Curtis. No, sir. 

Senator Farr. Why is it necessary to keep troops along the border! 

Mr. Curtis. You have got a lot of bad conditions. such as Villa. 

Senator Faun. Villa is not in Sonora. 

Mr. Crrris. He is on the other border, and whatever would happen 
on the other border would no doubt influence the whole policy of the 
United States and Mexico. You can not consider. so far as the policy 
of the United States goes, to any particular State in Mexico. It 
would be a policy toward the Republic of Mexico. 

Senator Farr. Of course, you realize that since the reorganization 
of the United States Army the Army is very much depleted. We are 
asking for troops now to bring it up to its standard, to even 250,000 
men. We haven’t them, and we do need troops. If they are not 
needed at. Nogales why they may be needed at other places. Now. do 
you think it is safe to withdraw the troops from Nogales? 
` Mr. Curtis. Í think there ought to be troops at Nogales; cer- 
tainly as long as they have them along the border. 

Senator Farr. Suppose they withdraw them from other borders, 
do vou think it would be safe, and would you be satisfied ? 

Mr. Cerris. If they withdrew them from Texas points, and New 
Mexico. I think we could—we would be satisfied to have them with- 
drawn as at any point. 

Senator Fann. Let’s speak frankly, Mr. Curtis. Are you willing 
to have troops—vou are speaking now, vou are a business man there. 
vou are chairman of the chamber of commerce—would you be satis- 
fied to have the American troops at Nogales withdrawn ? 

Mr. Crrtis. No: I think we would be satisfied to have them re- 
duced to a smaller number. . l 

Senator Fain. About what number do vou think would be sufti- 
cient ? 

Mr. Currrs. Suppose we reduce them down—TI don’t know what 
would be convenient—I suppose five or six hundred: something of 
that sort would be about as small a working unit as vou could have. 

Senator Fari. Do vou think that. they need troops at—a squad. 
sav, of four or five men—at Ruby or Arivaca, west of Nogales? 

Mr. Cres. I think it is a good thing to have them there: there 
are smuggling trails over there: there were a couple of fellows killed 
there the other day. I think it is very proper. 

Senator Farr. Do vou know that American troops on the border 
at Lochiel. immediately after this little occurrence which I asked you 
about south of the border, prevented Americans from going over 
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there into Mexico because of the danger that might ensue to them, 
and would not allow them to go across unless they had some object ? 

Mr. Curtis. I did not. 

Senator Fart. Do you think a precaution of that kind was proper 
precaution for the American troops to take? 

Mr. Curtis. Oh, they get excited after those fights. I think any 
precaution of that sort is very wise. 

Senator Farr. The conditions had been good, but you found vou 
needed not only what troops you had in Nogales in August, 1918, 
but you asked for more. didn’t you ? 

Mr. Curtis. I was not there, Senator, at that time. I believe that 
is true, though. 

Senator Farr. And they have maintained practically the same 
number of troops there since? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fart. But you don’t think they need them now? 

Mr. Curtis. I don’t think they need as many; no, sir. 

Senator Farr. Do you think probably 500 would be sufficient along 
at Nogales. immediately along that border? 

Mr. Curtis. I don’t know how they divide them up. Senator, but 
I presume at Lochiel, I don’t know whether they have one or two 
troops, and at Arivaca one or two troops. 

Senator Farr. They are appealing to this committee now to see if 
it can not get troops, and that is in Arizona. 

Mr. Curtis. I think thev ought to have a troop or two of Cavalry 
out in those places: it is open country. 

Senator Fart. When do you think conditions along the border 
will be such that the United States need no longer maintain troops 
at all in Arizona ? 

Mr. Cermis. It will take a pretty good prophet to answer that 
question, I don‘t know. | 

Senator Farr. You have no reason, from your knowledge of 
Mexico, to anticipate there will be any armed disturbance in the 
State of Sonora ? 

Mr. Certis. Why, of course, at every election they have talk of 
a revolution. 

Senator Fann. You have heard such talk? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. And the election will be held in June, this year? 

Mr. Curtis. I believe so: yes. 

Senator Farr. Gen. Obregon, who is a citizen of Sonora, is a can- 
didate for the presidency ? 

Mr. Certis. on sir. 

Senator FALL. Gen. Pablo Gonzales, who has been in command of 
the Army around in the city of Mexico is also a candidate? 

Mr. Crrris. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. And there are various other candidates of whom 
we have all heard? | 

Mr. Curtis. They have spoken of Bonillas. I don’t think he has 
formally announced vet. 

Senator Far. There is talk that there may be revolutionary trou- 
bles in Sonora and along the border? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir. 
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Senator Farr. At any rate, you think American troops should 
remain along the border? 

Mr. CURTIS. I do. I think we should have a good force. 

Senator Farr. Why should revolutionary troubles over the elec- 
tion endanger the lives of American citizens on our own soil? 

Mr. Curr is. Oh, if some crazy fools come along and start some- 
thing, that 1s the reason, Senator. That is the trouble that we have 
had. It is not the officers at Nogales, it is some stupid this pulled 
off—not altogether stupid, but some overt act, such as ignoring the 
authorities, and an unfortunate incident starts trouble. That is 
the way they start. vou. know. 

Senator Fart. Have those unfortunate incidents happening started 
on this side of the line? 

Mr. Cvrtis. I think usually: ves. 

Senator Fann. By Americans? 

Mr. Curtis. I think—I don’t want to be quoted as to the fact—if 
T remember correctly in that 1918 instance that was some Mexican 
ignored the American immigration man, and I think he was shot, 
and then somebody else shot. 

Senator Faun. Then that was the fault of the Americans in No- 

gales? 

SA Curtis, You can not accuse them that wav exactly, because 
the customs guard there was doing his duty, and he stopped the fel- 
low that ignored him; but it was one of those unfortunate things 
that seem to be along ‘the border, along the frontier, where people 
are not supposed to ignore your authority. 

Senator FALL. Did the Mexicans on the Mexican side, from your 
information obtained after your return—were thev prepared for 
any trouble? 

Mr. Certis. I was not there: I understood they were. 

Venator Farr. That they were prepared? 

Mi. Certs. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. You know, as a matter of fact. that was the report 
of the United States Army? 

Mr. Curris. I think that is true. 

Senator Farr. That they were waiting for something of that 
kind to occur? | 

Mr. Curtis. You can not say that. I think that might be true of 
all countries. 

Senator Farr. The citizens of Nogales did not carry guns openly, 
and cartridges around with them, starting trouble, did they? 

Mr. Curtis. No; not with them: they did not on the other side, 
either. I have not observed that. I think very few people carry 
guns: I don’t think vou see them on the other side. 

Senator Farr. Then the trouble at Nogales originated through 
some official on this side? 

Mr. Corris. I don’t know about that: I understood that was 
what started it. I dont want to get mixed up. I wes not there. 

Senator Far. I don't want to mix you up. 

Mr. Curtis. What I mean, I don’t want to get mixed up on the 
facts. 

Senator Farı. The committee is very much gratified to know, as 

it has known prior to your testimony, that conditions along the 
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west coast of Mexico have grown much better. Personally, I would 
be exceedingly gratified to know that conditions throughout the 
Mexican Republic were very much better than they have been and 
are. The conditions, however, from 1916 up to 1918—August, 1918— 
in Sonora were good, were they not? 

Mr. Currrs. Yes, sir. 

Senator Faun. From the time that Villa 

Mr. Curtis. They always have been good, Senator. The Sonora 
people have never been troublesome people: they started out im the 
revolution: I think Mr. Bonillas was down there—— 

Senator Fart. The American people of Arizona neither have been 
troublesome people? 

Mr. Curtis. No, sir. 

Senator Farr. They have never started any trouble with Mexico? 

Mr. Curtis. No, sir. 

Senator Farr. You never have known of any raiding party going 
across into Mexico committing robberies or murders? 

Mr. Curtis, No, sir. 

Senator Farr. There has been no aggression to vour knowledge, 
since vou have been here along the border, on this side into Mexico? 

Mr. Curtis. No, sir. 

Senator Farr. No acts of people on this side have placed in jeop- 
ardy the lives of the people of the town of Nogales, Sonora? 

Mr. Certis. Absolutely not. 

Senator Fann. Can vou say the acts of Obregon and Villa and 
others in the border town of Nogales, Sonora, have not placed in 
Jeopardy the lives of the people of vour town, on this side? 

Mr. Curtis. I can not say—when Obregon came in, of course, there 
were some stray shots came into Nogales, Ariz.. but Obregon had 
no disposition to make any disturbance or any trouble on the Ameri- 
can side: when he came into town he came in in a very nice, orderly 
way. I don’t think vou could put Obregon and Villa in the same 
category. I would say when Obregon came in unfortunately there 
were stray bullets that come to our side, but when Villa came in— 
Villa was a bad element: he started trouble right off. 

Senator Farr. Villa was there before Obregon came in? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fann. It was when Villa was there that Obregon attacked 
the town, and Americans on this side were hurt? 

Mr. Currts. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fart. The same thing was true at Agua Prieta and at 
Douglas? 

_Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir; I think it was. In fact, I remember dis- 
tinctly it was. 

Senator Farr. You think Mr. Obregon has displayed very much 
vac on in his protection of American lives along the border than 

Illa ? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes; I do. Of course, if Villa was in town and the 
other party was attacking it was an unfortunate situation for the 
party attacking, but I don’t think the disposition of Obregon was 
ever to molest or harm anybody on the American side. 

Senator Farr. And you think at that time that the disposition of 
Villa was to attack Americans? 
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Mr. Curtis. Well. I don't know. He did absolutely, at that time, 
fire in Nogales; of course, he did absolutely fire on the American 
troops. 

Senator Fart. Who was in command of the American troops 
then? 

Mr. Curtis. I have forgotten; I think Col. Sage. 

Senator Fat. Sage? 

Mr. Curtis. I think so. 

Senator FaLL. Did the Obregon troops fire at all across the line? 

Mr. Curtis. Oh, no. 

Senator Farr. Didn't they come over the hill and fire into No- 

rales? 
Mr. Curtis. Well, of course, not deliberately fire into the United 
States. According to my understanding, I presume it was one of 
the Obregon men that shot Stephen D. Little, but that was purely 
accidental. 

Senator Farr. Now, I want to say to vou, Mr. Curtis, for your 
information and that of others, that this committee is not defend- 
ing Mr. Obregon or Mr. Villa or attacking them. The committee 
plays no favorities at all in its investigation. We are trying to 
ascertain the facts—some are gratifying. and some are pessimistic. 

Mr. Curtis. We are optimistic ourselves, because we feel very 
happy and very encouraged over their condition. 

Senator Farr. Despite official action and the laws they have? 

Mr. Curtis. They might do better on many laws, yet. on the other 
hand, many of our States in the United States make some very 
erazy laws. They haven't a monopoly on some of these foolish laws; 
they have been making them all over the United States. 

Senator Fann. Then you think that the law-making bodies and 
enforcing bodies in Mexico are on a parity with those in the United 
States? 

Mr. Crerrtis. No, sir: I don’t think so. I think they are doing 
their best. but I don’t think they measure up to our standard. I 
think they are doing their best: sometimes I don't think we do 
our best. 

Senator Farr. Mr. Curtis, in your business in Mexico during the 
war, particularly in the year 1918, do you know how the garvanzo 
crop of Mexico was handled, on the west coast ? 

Mr. Curris. What vear was that? 

Senator Farr. Sav in 1918. 

Mr. Ccrris. I don't know that I remember the particulars about it. 

Senator Farr. Do you know who financed it? 

Mr. Crrris. That was a vear ago that we handled a good many. 
I forget which it was in 1918: W. R. Grace & Co. handled a good 
many. Wasn't that the vear? 

Senator Farr. Yes: W. R. Grace & Co.. of San Francisco and 
New York, an American firm? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. Do vou remember about the extent of their dealings. 
in American money ? 

Mr..Ccrtis. Very large. 

Senator Farr. It amounted to about $6,000,000 2 

Mr. Crrris. Six or seven. There was not over five million last 
vear. Might have been the high price brought it up to six. 
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Senator Farr. Where are those garvanzos shipped ? 

Mr. Curtis. Shipped to New York, San Francisco, Cuba, and 
Spain. 

Senator Farr. Are they used by the allied countries or are they 
used in Spain and Cuba? 

Mr. Curtis. Spain is a big market, Cuba is a large market, Porto 
Rico is a large market, Italy even some, and France even to a smaller 
amount. | 

Senator Farr. Do you think any of the garvanzo shipments 
reached France or Italy ? 

Mr. Curtis. I can not say about that; I don’t know. There were, 
however, a few sold in the United States. 

Senator Fatt. How were they paid for—in what currency ? 

Mr. Curtis. American currency. 

Senator Farr. Gold? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes; a good many of them paid for in American gold. 

Senator Faun. At that time was there a rule, regulation, or law 
against the exportation of gold in this country except by permission 
of the War Trade Board? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes. sir. 

Senator Farr. Permission of the War Trade Board was obtained 
for the shipment of gold, wasn’t it, for handling the garvanzo crop? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir. 

Senator Faun. At that time the War Trade Board also gave per- 
mission to ship foodstuff from the United States to Sonora? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir. 

, Senator Farr. Handled by Gen. Obregon at that time, flour and 
ard’ 

Mr. Curtis. I don’t know that vou would say largely; he handled . 
large amounts, of course. There were others handling it all the 
time. 

Senator Far. Then, while the United States were attempting to 
conserve for itself and its allies foodstuff they allowed gold to be 
exported into Mexico for the handling of a food crop. garvanzo ? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. And then 

Mr. Curtis. And there were other things being produced, however, 
besides earvanzo. | | 

Senator Farr. For which gold was exported under orders of the 
War Trade Board? | 

Mr. Certis. Gold was not exported for that. 

Senator Farr. J am speaking of the exportation of gold which 
was prohibited? 

ír. Curtis. Yes. sir. 
= Senator Faun. Then foodstuff was being shipped out of Mexico 
in return for American gold? 

Mr. Cortis. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fart. Still there was a necessity for importation into 
Sonora of American foodstuff needed for the Allies and people of 
the United States? 

r. Curtis. In less amounts; yes. 

Senator Farr. Yes; in a less amount. Now, Mr. Curtis—— 

_ Mr. Curtis. Of course, that was all done, Senator, through Wash- 
ington; that was not local. We did not know anything about that. 
hat was arranged with the War Trade Board at Washington. 
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Senator Faun. I am not inclined to be at all critical of the Nogales 
people. I think we will go into that a little bit further for your 
satisfaction, What currency or medium of exchange is used in 
commercial dealings with Sonora and the people in Nogales. 

Mr. Curtis. American gold, American paper and silver. 

Senator Fart. American paper passes as current there?! 

Mr. Curtis. It passes very well now. We took the matter up 
with the Federal reserve board for Arizona and we told them that— 
we told the Federal reserve board that our experience in the last 
vear’s trade excursion was that American gold was very much at 
a premium, which made American paper money at a discount. The 
Federal reserve bank figured it was at a discount. We said no, it 
is not at a discount, but they have to have gold and they will have 
to pay anything for gold. and they have to get it. For instance. 
the Mexican Government saw that gold was made the basis for taxes. 
two for one, and did not receive paper money. 

Senator Fate. They would not receive their own paper money! 

Mr. Curtis, They did not have any paper money and would not 
receive our paper monev: they wanted taxes collected on a gold 
basis, and we asked the Federal reserve bank why they did not 
turn loose a lot of American gold and go down there and see if we 
could not stabilize that condition: the money exchanges down there 
were getting a tremendous premium for gold and we suggested that 
they just try out and see if that gold came back again in just about 
the amount that we sent out, and they said “ Al] right, we will try 
it. You might be right. and you might be wrong.” It brought 
paper money on a par with gold: it is a differential now. Our paper 
goes freely: they take it seriously and they take it just the same as 
they would gold. except in some cases where thev have to pay taxes 
thev have to have gold. We corresponded with the Federal reserve 
bank and they are very well satisfied. We found it was a good thing 
to do and not ship our supply of gold. 

Senator Faun. I have no doubt of that. Of course, I am not a 
financier, but your explanation is entirely satisfactory to me. Now, 
as to the statement that vou made that they had no paper. 

Mr. Curtis. Yes: I take that back: they have paper. the bank 
paper is still outstanding but they don't use it. 

Senator Farr. How about the paper monev which they have? 

Mr. Curtis. The infalsificables—they are being used too. 

Senator Far. They are being used: that is the national Mexican 
currency of the country; that is fiat money. Are they being accepted 
in Sonora in small transactions? l 

Mr. Curris. People buy them: anybody importing into Mexico 
buys them, as part of their customs regulation is that they have to 
pay so much with infalsificables. l 

Senator Farr. How much do they pay? 

Mr. Crrrtis. I don’t know: some certain percentage of the amount. 

Senator Farr. I mean in buying it for the purpose of using it as 
you state they use it, how much do they pay on the open market 
for it? 

Mr. Crrtis. A very small amount. I have not paid any attention 
to it: we do not handle it at all, and I really don’t know. 

Senator Farr. You don’t handle it? 
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Mr. Curtis. No, sir. 

Senator Fart. You would not accept it in your business transac- 
tions? l 

Mr. Curtis. Well, we did handle a fiat money for a while, but we 
got in a lot of mix-up and trouble about it, and we thought it was 
better for money brokers to handle it than for the banks. 

Senator Fatt. You handled, as a matter of fact, from time to 
time, their State money ? 

Mr. Curtis. We did at the beginning of the issuance. 

senator Fatt. You handled Villa money, and Madero money, and 
Carranza money ! 

Mr. Curtis. Yes; we handled anything that came along for awhile 
and then discontinued it. 

Senator Farr. Any that you happened to have on hand at a cer- 
tain period was worthless? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fart. You presented me at one time with samples of va- 
rious issues of currency ? 

Mr. Curtis. It was not a good business for a bank; it brought 
about embarrassment for us. 

Senator Fat. And, as a matter of fact, infalsificables are only re- 
ceived by the Mexican Government, then, as a bonus upon payments 
which must be made in gold; are they not? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fatt, And they are required to be paid in that way? In 
other words, for the purpose of getting it out of the way they re- 
quire you to pay a peso in infalsificables for $1 in gold, although $1 
in gold is the same ? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir. 

_ Senator Farr. That is their method of redeeming their outstand- 
ing currency $ | 

Mr. Curtis. Yes, that is about the idea. 

Senator Farr. Do you know what outstanding currency of the 
Vera Cruz issue was taken up in Mexico? 

r. Curtis. No; I haven’t any idea. 

Senator Farr. Is there any Mexican gold in any appreciable 
amount on the West coast ? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir. 

Sei Fatt. That, of course, is received at its bullion or coin 
value! 

Mr. Curtis. No; it is received as a dollar on the basis of 

Senator Farr. Silver? 

Mr. Curtis. No; they are supposed to be on a gold basis. 

Senator Fart. Well, that is because in 1905 Diaz put Mexico on 
a gold basis, didn’t he? 

r. Curtis. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fatt. You say that one of the banks, and a bank of is- 
sue, which had branches over the Republic and doing business prior 
to the Madero revolution, was the Bank of Sonora, I understood you 
to testify to that? 

Mr. Cortis. Yes, sir. I 

San Farı. Is that institution in existence now, the Bank of 

nora 
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Mr. Curtis. I think it is; yes. 

Senator Farr. Where is it doing business? 

Mr. Curtis. It don’t do business at all, but it is in existence. 

Senator Farı. Has it an office and a representative? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes; they have had one in Nogales but they have 
not been doing business in Nogales. 

eee Fart. Who is their representative down there, Mr. Wine- 

r 
SAn Curtis. I don’t really know whether Brower or Winegar. Mr. 
Brower has been down in Mexico, I suppose Mr. Brower will be 
the bank’s representative, he has been down there a good deal lately. 

Senator Farr. They are no longer conducting a banking business 
in the State of Sonora? l 

Mr. Curtis. No; with the exception, I suppose, they are collecting 
their notes. . 

Senator Far. Now, I want to ask you a hypothetical question: 
I base it on a case such as actually has occurred. Suppose that an 
American citizen on this side of the line would come before this 
committee and testify that he has recently lost property on this side 
of the line by theft or robbery at the hands of officials of the Govern- 
ment of Mexico, supposedly stationed within the State of Sonora, 
and were to give facts to the committee; after reading this general 
order issued by the Mexican Government to its consuls as to viseing 
passports, do you believe that American could go across into Mexico 
legally, that is, that his passport would not be viséed. 

Mr. Curtis. Where. at Sonora ? l 

Senator Fart. By the consuls? 

Mr. Curtis. I believe they would, I might be absolutely wrong. 
This order you showed me is absolutelv new to me, as an official 
document. | 

Senator FALL. I am speaking now of a witness who might not 
think so well of some of the officials or people in Mexico with 
whom he might do business as you might with whom you do busi- 
ness. 

Mr. Curtis. Yes. 

Senator Farr. Suppose he were to give evidence reflecting upon 
the conduct of officers of the National Government of Mexico 28 
against himself personally, do you think that under this order and 
under the conditions that exist his passport would be viséd. and 
he would be allowed to go over there? | 

Mr. Curtis. I tell you Senator. that is a long guess; the order 
says absolutely “no”; I am talking about the whole Republic of 
Mexico. f 

Senator Farr. I am talking about Arizona. and a case pretty 
close to Nogales. 

Mr. Curtis. I don’t know: if they had orders to stop them, they 
would refuse to issue the visé: but T have not heard of cases where 
they have been. There have been a lot of Americans made complaint 
to the Society for-the Protection of American rights and through 
our State Department. You know that a lot of them have made 
complaints. and many of those people go right down there, back 
and forth, all the time. They have not reported to the Senator, but 
they have reported to the State Department and they are silent. 
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Senator Fatt. Have you seen publicity given to such reports by 
the State Department ? 

Mr. Curtis. No; they don’t make them public. 

Senator Farr. Then the Mexican Government would have no 
method of knowing it ? 

Mr. Curtis. No; that is true. But we used to have a society down 
there: it was not a big one, Society for the Protection of American 
Rights in Mexico, that several of us joined, it was on the same idea, 
and we did not put personally in any complaint. but I know several 
were put in by friends of mine and they would be sent to the State 
Department, and the State Department would send them over to the 
Mexican ambassador, and then they would go down to Mexico City 
and back to the governor of the State, and then the governor of 
the State would be peeved and make it more or less disagreeable for 
the fellows and ask them why they did not come directly to him. 
We would always go directly to the State authorities and we would 
tell them just. what we thought about it, and they would adjust it in 
a very satisfactory manner to us. I am speaking of my own indi- 
vidual interests and others; it might take several weeks or a month 
to get it adjusted on a satisfactory basis. 

Senator Fatt. You have referred to certain instances in which 
certain citizens have appealed to their own Government against 
acts of injustice and their protests were given to the Mexican Gov- 
ernment and the Mexican Government would in turn send them to 
the State authorities or to the border authorities of Mexico. and the 
authorities of the State would be peeved at the American citizens? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fatt. You have referred to cases of that kind? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes. sir. Instead of that process we go right straight 
to the State authorities and we get very good satisfaction. 

Senator Faun. For something happening on this side of the line? 

Mr. Curtis. No. 

Senator Fart. Whom would you go to? 

i Mr. Crrtis. I did not understand happening on this side of the 
ine. 

Senator Farr. Suppose you had a ranch on this side of the line 
and the people on the opposite side of the border the officials, Army 
men, came across right into vour pasture and took vour stock out 
and carried it into Mexico and vou wanted a return of the property, 
what would you do? 

Mr. Curtis. Go to the American Government. 

Senator Fay. Suppose the American Government made protest 
to the Mexican Government, and the Mexican Government sent that 
protest to the very men who had committed the depredation ? 

Mr. Curtis. That is different; in that case I would go right to the 
American Government. Over here conditions are different from 
what those other fellows have over in Texas. 

Senator Farr. No; I am talking about Arizona. 

Mr. Curtis. Arizona? 
= Senator Faun. Arizona, yes: and New Mexico and Arizona in the 
immediate vicinity of Nogales. 

Mr. Curtis. I have not heard of any of those, except some of those 
cow men all the time have had trouble for many years, cattle driven 
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across the line and getting mixed up. I have thought more particu- 
larly about the business of Americans in Mexico. 

Senator Fart. Do thieves come across the line from Mexico into 
Arizona from time to time? 

Mr. Curtis. I guess they do; I don’t know: they claim they do. 

Senator Far. Have you ever known in the last two years of the 
Mexican authorities ever deporting or turning over to the American 
authorities any man accused of an offense on this side? 

Mr. Curtis. I dont’ know of any specific instance. I know that 
Col. Carnahan since he has. been in Nogales has been in very close 
touch with the Mexican authorities very frequently. 

Senator Faux. You are talking about the military law. We are not 
under military law; I am speaking of the enforcement of the every 
day law. 

Mr. Curtis. I can not say about specific instances of cattle of- 
fenders, but I know 

Senator FALL. I don’t mean for the extradition of a cow. There is 
no extradition treaty in reference to the return of a cow; but I am 
talking about the return of a man charged with an offense against 
the law on this side of the line. Have you ever known of the 
Mexican authorities in the State of Sonora in the last seven or eight 
years ever returning a man who was wanted here for the violation 
of the law? 

Mr. Curtis. I don’t remember any specific instance but I know 
this. since I have been on the council in Nogales with our mayor. 
we are in harmony with the peace officers on the Mexican side. They 
work together, they cooperate, I don’t know about the specific ex- 
tradition of any individuals, but I know that they help each other 
and those fellows over there are very decent with us in trying to 
find pilferers on the American side who escaped across the Mexican 
line and send them back. 

Senator Farr. Do you remember any instance? 

Mr. Curtis. I dont remember any instance, vou can get that 
from Mr. Lowe. He will tell you that we are getting along very 
nicely and that they work together. You could not ask for any 
better cooperation than we have had there. 

Senator Faun. That is a fact in reference to the military also? 

Mr. Curtis. I know that Col. Carnahan. who is the commanding 
officer in our district, has got along very well with the military men 
on the Mexican side and thev have frequent conferences and they 
vet along very well and they are disposed to help us in running 
down these bad actors along the line. 

Senator Fare. I asked you if you could relate anv particular in- 
stance where they have returned to this side any man wanted en 
this side? 

Mr. Curris. I don't remember, Senator. 

senator Faur. The cooperation which vou have spoken of has 
extended to the immigration department and to the collector's de- 
partment also? 

Mr. Curris. I am not familiar with that. Senator. I don't know 
how-that works out. The best evidence of that would be the rep- 
resentatives of those departments, that would be my opinion: I dont 
know about that. ` 
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senator Faur. You are aware of the fact, I presume, that this 
committee which is now sitting here is the committee of the United 
States Senate formed from the membership of the Foreign Re- 
lations Committee of the United States Senate? 

Mr. Curtis. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fatt. Do you read the Congressional Record? 

Mr. Cvrtis. I do at times, Senator, I do not read it right along. 

Senator Fatt. Have you ever been informed as to how this com- 
mittee was appointed, Mr. Curtis? 

Mr. Curtis. Appointed by the President, I understood, I am not 
familiar with it though. 

Senator Farr. Do vou know what instructions were given to the 
committee here ? 

Mr. Curtis. No, sir. 

Senator Fatt, And your impression has been it was appointed by 
the President ? l 

Mr. Curtis. That is what I understood; yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. Mr. Secretary, get me a copy of the resolutions 
under which this committee is acting. I will read to you the resolu- 
tions under which this committee is acting: 


SENATE RESOLUTION 106, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Relations, or any subcommittee 
thereof, is authorized and directed to investigate the matter of damages ana 
outrages suffered by citizens of the United States in the Republie of Mexico, 
inclining the nuimber of citizens of the United States who have been killed 
or hze suffered personel outreges in Mexico, and the amount of paper indem- 
nities for sech murders and outrages; the quantity of damages suffered on 
account of the destruction, confiscation, and larceny of personal property and 
the confiscation and deprivation of the use of lands and destruction of improve- 
ments thereon; the number of citizens of the United States residing in Mexico 
at the time Porforio Diaz retired from the Presidency of Mexico, and the 
number of citizens of the United States at present residing in Mexico, and the 
nature and amount of their present holdings and properties in said conntry; 
and, in general, any and all acts of the Government of Mexico and its citizens 
in derogation of the rights of the United States or of its citizens: and for 
this purpose to sit at any time or place during the session of Congress or 
during recess, and with authority to subp@na such witnesses and documents 
as may be necessary, and to make a report of its findings in the premises to 
the Senate: and the suid committee shall further investigate and report to 
the Senate what, if any, measures should be taken to prevent a recurrence of 
such outrages. 


_ The committee is appointed by the Senate itself. under the author- 
lty given in the resolution which I have read. and under the diree- 
tons and instructions—re-olution 163 was reported out of subcom- 
nnttee and adopted, and is as follows: 


SENATE RESOLUTION 163. 


Resolved, That the Subcommittee on Foreign Relations, appointed under 
authority of Senate resolution No. 106 to investigate Mexican affairs, be, 
and it is hereby, authorized to send for persons, books, and papers: to compet 
the attendance and testimony of witnesses; to administer oaths; to conduct 
hearings; to travel to and from any points where a sitting of the committee 
may he necessary; to employ interpreters, stenographers, clerks, and any 
other necessary assistants: and to provide for the care and preservation of 
testimony, papers, and documents. 
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The expenses of said subcommittee and ifs necessary assistants in dis- 
charging its duties under the provisions of said resolution No. 106 and of 
this present resolution to be paid out of the contingent fund of the Senate, upon 
vouchers to be approved by the chairman of the subcomunittee. 

Now, Mr. Curtis, have you any reason to think that this committee, 
from anything that you have heard of the proceedings. in any wav 
has exceeded the authority or gone beyond the directions given it in 
the resolutions which appointed it? 

Mr. Curtis. No, sir; I do not. Reading that, Senator, it seems to 
me to read as though it was to find out the dark side more—to find 
the damages to be paid and outrages that have been committed, not 
so much as to get. the true side. How does that read to yon? 

Senator Farr. No; vou are mistaken entirely, I read and empha- 
sized the last direction— 


and the said committee shall further investigate and report to the Senate 
what. if any. measures should be taken to prevent a recurrence of such 
outrages, f 


' 

In other words, this committee must report upon the facts as it 
finds them. not only the specific facts of the amount of damage, or 
the specific acts under which the damage was done, but what, if any, 
measures shall be taken by the Government of the United States to 
prevent a recurrence of such acts. 

Mr. Curtis. I understand. 

Senator Farr. Now, in doing so the committee has opened its 
hearings with a general invitation everywhere it has had its hear- 
ings, from Washington to Tucson, general invitation for everybody 
who wished to come forth to come before this committee and make 
a statement in reference to the condition of affairs in Mexico, so that 
we can conscientiously perform our duty as we see it in making 
report to the United States through the Senate. The meetings are 
open except where, at the request of the witnesses themselves, they 
are held in executive session. We hold no executive session except 
where especially requested; where such is the case we do hold 
executive sessions, as we are authorized to do. 

This resolution was offered in the United States Senate bv Senator 
King, of Utah, and referred in the ordinary course to the Foreign 
Relations Committee, the Foreign Relations Committee unanimously 
adopted same and directed me to make a report to the Senate. I did 
so, and the resolution was then amended in the United States 
Senate. and as amended was adopted as it stands now without a dis- 
senting voice; every Senator present. voted for it. The next resolu- 
tion in reference to its powers, and giving the committee the right to 
use any amount of funds in its discretion necessary, I was directed 
to report out of the Foreign Relations Committee by a unanimous 
vote of that committee, and it was adopted by unanimous vote of 
the United States Senate. The first. act of the committee was officially 
to take up with the different departments of the United States, ad- 
ministrative departments, furnish them with a copy of the resolution, 
and take up with the different departments the matter of cooperation 
between the War Department, State Department, and the Treasury 
Department, and the Department of Justice of the United States, 
the question of close cooperation between those departments and this 
committee. The committee is exceedingly gratified to sav to you 


a 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 1863 


and takes this opportunity to state to the public that this coopera- 
tion up to date has been very close. 

The committee has been able, I think, to give to the departments 
information which was not furnished their offices. It has received, 
without anv hesitancy. from the departments such information, 
oficial and otherwise, as it has requested. It is not a political com- 
mittee: the majority of the committee are of one party. It is con- 
stituted of three members. Senator Smith, of Arizona, Senator 
Brandegee, of Connecticut, and myself: I am chairman of the com- 
mittee. Under these directions we are in close cooperation with the 
different departments of the Government: we are directed sincerely 
to carry out the directions given us by Congress in good faith, with 
no animosity toward anyone, without bias or prejudice for or against 
anyone. I think I can say that. having 39 years intimate knowledge 
of Mexico and the Mexican people. irrespective of my own views 
founded upon intimate knowledge of Mexican people and officials 
of Mexico, there has not been a word of bias or prejudice or con- 
demnation uttered by any member of the committee in reference to 
any Mexican faction, revolutionary or otherwise. or in reference to 
any Individual holding office in Mexico. In the course of its investi- 
gation the committee were confronted at Sun Antonio, Tex., with this 
condition: A great many witnesses were subpæned from Brownsville, 
the Big Bend District, and towns west. at San Antonio. Through its 
private sources of information the committee ascertained that Consul 
lela Mata at San Antonio wired his state department and wired the 
ambassador for instructions as to how witnesses appearing before. 
this committee should be treated by himself and other consuls. 

The committee at once took the matter up with the State Depart- 
ment in Washington. Shortly thereafter appeared this general cir- 
cular issued by the Mexican Government. Immediately secret ses- 
sions of this committee were forced to be held because witnesses who 
had business in Mexico stated that they could not go back to Mexico. 
In El Paso, Tex., one witness who appeared before the committee 
went back with his passport, which had been honored at the Port of 
Nogales, desiring to return, asked that his passport be viséd; he 
was not allowed to go into Mexico. In the case of the sheriff of 
one of our counties on the Rio Grande, having constant business 
across the border, he testified before this committee under subpoena 
that vié of his passport was refused. In the case of one—two 
prosecuting attorneys, the Mexican authorities refused to visé their 
passports. They were American citizens and under compulsory 
process to attend the meetings. Those of you who know the border 
understand conditions here; we know conditions in Nogales; we 
know that four-fifths of vour business is done with Mexicans. We 
know that people along this border have had very severe times in 
the last few years, those who have been doing business with Mexico, 
and that now, due to present conditions along the west coast. they 
have an opportunity to do business with Mexico without such im- 
mediate fear of loss as they have been compelled to face in the past. 

This committee has associated with it several investigators. It 

As associated with it the regular intelligence officers of the United 
States Army. It has associated with it some of the officials of other 
departments of the Government ; they make reports constantly to it, 
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and they have preceded the committce wherever it has gone; they 
have been in Nogales; they have interviewed citizens and have inter- 
viewed merchants, and thev have absolutely requested all of those 
who have been interviewed that no publicity should be given to their 
names nor to any evidence which they mht give, and they have 
testified only because they were served with process, and thev have 
made these requests of this committee. The chairman of this com- 
mittee, in a letter to one of the officials of this committee in Wash- 
ington recently in reference to other matters, explained that certain 
conditions existed along the border which would hamper the work 
of the committee; this was in relation to the return of the committee 
to Washington, that its work had been delayed due to just exactly 
the conditions which I have just stated—that is, to the order of the 
Mexican Government that no witness. appearing before this com- 
mittee should be allowed to return to Mexico. This order which 
vou have read. That that has been given general publicity and that 
the work of the committee was hampered. That a deplorable con- 
dition existed in various places along the border. The reason that 
Douglas and Nogales happened to be mentioned was because the 
committee had concluded its business at other points along the border 
and was coming here next. Then, one reason the names of those two 
places happened to be mentioned, the writer of the letter himself 
deplored conditions as they have existed. | 

Now, the reason I have made this statement to you is because of 
the statement purporting to be signed by yourself and Mr. Barnes, 
yourself as chairman or president of the Chamber of Commerce, and 
Mr. Barnes as chairman of the Young Men’s Business Association, 
I believe. and because of the use of the language as reported in the 
paper: “ The business men of Nogales emphatically resent reflection 
cast upon them by Senator Fall. In no matter pertaining to 
America has Nogales ever shown the white feather. The business 
men of Nogales are not afraid to testify before the Fall committee, 
and desire the opportunity to present certain facts about Mexico, 
particularly the West coast, which might be enlightening to that 
body.” The committee is grateful to vou for the views which you | 
have presented to this committee, which are enlightening to this 
body in reference to the present conditions. “ Nogales business men 
do not see how a policy founded on low passion and hatred can bene- 
fit us as a liberty-loving country or Mexico struggling to settle her 
internal difficulties.” Now, what did you have reference to in the 
statement, “ poliev founded on low passion and hatred ”? 

Mr. Curtis. All this stuff the papers were putting out—now, the 
newspapers were just full—for instance, the Los Angeles Times, 
they are not intended to bring about friendship between the two 
countries. 

Senator Farr. Now, what do vou refer to? 

Mr. Corris. Hardly a day the papers don’t come out and say some- 
thing tending to antagonize. 

Senator Farr. That is a rather broad statement, let’s see; can you 
point out some specific instance? 

Mr. Curtis. I don’t know that I can, Senator. But it seems to be 
the spirit of a whole lot of the newspapers to criticize all the time. 
They very seldom say anything good, or attempt to bring about bet- 
ter relations. Our policy in Nogales has been to bring about better 
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relations instead of criticizing all of their people, and not criticize 
ourselves. They don’t pretend to be perfect. Our policy has been 
to cooperate and encourage instead of criticize. 

Senator Fatt. Have you reference to the activities of the Asso- 
cation for the Protection of American Rights in Mexico? 

Mr. Curtts. No; I did not refer to that. 

Senator Farı. You referred to the activities of the Los Angeles 
Times? 

Mr. Curtis. Not specifically the Los Angeles Times; all papers 
sem to be getting out articles to antagonize and attack the Mexi- 
cans in general. That is our feeling. That was not intended for 
this committee so far as that goes. I think there was a whole lot 
of unjust criticism going out in the press, that is what we were criti- 
cizing. Senator Smith was down in Nogales the other day, he said 
in an address that this committee was impartial, and glad to get evi- 
dence on both sides, so I considered this committee just as you said, 
that it is—up to that time I had thought it wanted only one side, 

after Senator Smith said that 

Senator Fart. But it was after Senator Smith’s address that you 
gave publicity to this statement ? 

Mr. Curtis. I don’t consider that applies to your commission. 
That is an attack on the unjust criticism floating around through a 
large section of the country. 

Senator Farr. Can you give us one instance of that unjust criti- 
cism? 

Mr. Curtis. It is the disposition of a whole lot of people to take a 
crack at Mexico every time they get a chance; I dont know of any 
particular instance, Senator. 

Senator Farr. Well, there have been statements of that kind. and 
other charges of that kind, same being made through the public press. 
You have not, of course, paid any attention to the printed hearings 
of this committee ? 

Mr. Curtis. No, sir; I have not been here. 

Senator Farr. I mean for the last four months this committee has 
been holding hearings and sending them out? 

Mr. Curtis. I have read several, not very many. 

Senator Farr. Mr. Curtis, the charge was made, and made by a 
committee—q subcommittee of some committee in New York. the 
general committee, I have forgotten the name of ìt, composed of good 
people. of course; a certain subcommitte, dealing with Mexican af- 
fairs, with whom Dr. Inman was a prominent member, and a man 
by the name of McDonald, chairman, I believe, made exactly such 
charges as you just stated, but more particularly with reference to 
the activities of the Society for the Protection of American Rights: 
that they were filling up the papers with these charges against 
Mexico and the Mexican people; that this association and this com- 
mittee was sending out subject matter for all the newspapers and 
asking publicity for it. They voluntarily came before the com- 
mittee and stated their offer to appear had been rejected by the House 
committee which had been investigating affairs. These gentlemen 
Were asked, like you, to particularize: they undertook to do so in refer- 
ence to two instances, one article published in a San Francisco paper 
and another published in a Washington paper. They charged that 
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the Society for the Protection of American Rights in Mexico had 
secured these articles and that they were untrue and were calculated 
to inflame opinion; they were making a defense of the Carranza 

overnment, issuing these special articles and sending them out for 
Pree publication. I would be glad for you to read the testimony of 
Mr. McDonald. Mr. de Bekker, and Dr. Inman on that subject. 

Mr. Curtis. I would be glad to. | 

Senator Farr. Then a director of the Association for the Protec- 
tion of American Rights was called before this committee and was 
examined and cross-examined as to the foundation for these two 
stories, which, it was oie were jarani for the purpose of ìn- 
flaming opinion against Mexico. One was checked up with Gen. 
Churchill behind it. in command of the Intelligence Department of 
the United States Army. The other was also checked up, showing 
that thev were not pulty of seeking publicity or doing anything 
which they could not prove and which was not founded in fact. 
When we hear that general charges are made that papers are trying 
to inflame public opinion. why, we trv to particularize, and in no 
case have we been able to find anyone that can do so better than 
vou now. 

Mr. Curtis. I say it is generalities. I can not state: it is just my 
feeling that they are: and it is the feeling of a great manv. 

Senator Farr. Don’t you think that feeling is—possibly that feel- 
ing is encouraged by some of the publications, and the publica- 
tions to the contrary, which charge this committee and certain in- 
terests in the United States with seeking intervention in Mexico for 
their own personal] interest ? 

Mr. Curtis. It might be. Now, let’s go down to this thing. As 
far as Senator Smith goes I have known him ever since I came to 
Arizona. He is a Democrat. and I am a Republican: I have voted 
for him several times. If I had thought he was a man of low pas- 
sion it is a cinch I would not have voted for him: and so far as you 
are concerned I have known you a long time; I have the utmost 
respect for vou as being a man of good character, so far as that 
goes, either one of vou two gentlemen, as being men of good charac- 
ter, and I would be sorry if you thought I was making a slam at 
vou, because that was not in my mind. I think vou men are fair- 
minded and are endeavoring to get the truth of this thing. and I 
would be very, very sorry for vou to get the interpretation that I 
was making a slam at vou personally, because that was not in my 
mind. 

Senator Fann. So far as that goes. so far as I am concerned, I am 
accustomed to criticism of a very much more virulent character than 
that contained in your statement: even if vou had intended it I 
don't care anything about it, but any statement made by you Amerl- 
can citizens, tending to reflect upon the activities of this committee, 
does a very great injustice and injury to your own country. 

Mr. Curtis. I agree with vou. 

Senator Farr. If vou have reasons to believe that this committee 
is guided with some ulterior motive—I am perfectly aware of the 
fact that it is reported here in Tucson that I am guided in my activi- 
ties in regard to Mexico because of mv personal pecuniary interests. 
1 don't care. The facts can easily be ascertained if they want to 
ascertain them. 
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Senator SuirH, They are charging that vou and T are represent- 
ing the money interests of Mexico; that is the propaganda that they 
are circulating. It is ridiculous. I want to say in this connection 
that Senator Falls letter, of which you complain, may have been 
somewhat due to me. I don’t know; I never asked the Senator about 
it, but I spoke to him about holding meetings at Douglas and No- 
gales. I told him that the business men told me that if they were to 
be called upon to testify that thev would be subjected to the absolute 
loss of all their property that they had in Mexico, or their trade with 
Mexico, if they made a public statement before the committee. vo 
their ruin, and there was no criticism of the very high spirit that 
Senator Fall and I both recognized in both the people of Douglas 
and Nogales, and that instead of casting any reflection on them, it 
was the contrary, whereas, knowing the condition of this, that a 
man would not be able to go into Mexico; it was not directed to 
Nogales or Douglas people, as to their attitude, because it would 
apply to all, but that was our purpose in stating the trouble to get 
testimony. because we had noticed the attitude of the witnesses who 
went before the committee: they had refused to visé the passport of 
witnesses who had been before the committee. Tt is hardly fair to 
put those men in that hole, and the committee can not afford verv 
well to do so. It was not a slur on the patriotism of those people. 

Mr. Curtis. I am frank to say that when that statement came out 
it kind of got under my hide. It did not consider I was -a good 
enough American to do my duty, I was afraid to do my duty. I was 
very sorry it should come out to cast reflection on us. I did not think 
it was hardly fair. I think it is unfortunate. 

Senator Faun. I have no apologies to make for it. It stated the 
absolute truth in reference to Nogales, and with reference to Douglas. 
Tam not at liberty to give the names of the witnesses to have been 
present who have made the same request; I am not at liberty to give 
the names of your own citizens and business men who have made that 
request of this committee, who have positively stated it would mean 
ruin to them if they testified in public. I must guard them just as 
we try to guard the interests of anv American citizens, and as we 
would guard any Mexican that came before the committee. 

Mr. Curtis. What vou refer to, Senator Fall, about the information 
you had from people in Nogales. I realize that vou have sources of 
information, I have no doubt, confidential, and very likely better 
than I have. I am not criticizing vou. 

Senator Farr. You did criticize us. 

Mr. Curtis. I did; but I can see now your side of it, that many 
people very likely have i 

Senator FALL. I have been in Nogales since Christmas myself, you 
did not know that. i 

Mr. Curtis. I did not know that. There are two sides to the thing, 
your information might not be—there might have been conditions 
that people might not have been free to come to me as they were to 
you, knowing that the information was going with absolute con- 
fidence, 

Senator FALL. Now, we had testimony given publicly here yester- 
day afternoon of a witness, and we presume that every witness taking 
the oath here to testify to the truth, is testifying to the truth, and we 
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are prepared to defend him against any insinuations to the contrary, 
until the facts are submitted to prove that he was not—the witness 
testified openly here yesterday afternoon that certain murders and 
outrages committed down in Mexico, i in reference to one particularly, 
it was attributed to the Yaqui Indians, while, as a matter of fact, it 
was committed by Carranza soldiers. Do you feel that man’s pass- 
port would be viséd if he attempted to go back? 

Mr. Curtis. That is a hard question, I don’t know whether it 
would or not. Under that order, of course—that order is broad, 
str. ight right off the shoulder, that they would be prohibited from 
going into “Mexico. 

Senator Farr. And on account of your very pleasant associations 
with the officials. the Mexican Government along the border, will you 
ascertain immediately upon your return to Nogales whether this 
order has been received by the consul in reference to viséing passports 
of Americans? 

Mr. Curtis. I would be very glad to. Can I get the date of that, 
please ? 

Senator Farr. That is the first question, and second, whether, in 
the event he has received this order, he will obey the instructions of 
the order. 

Mr. Curtis. I don’t know that he would tell me, I can ask him. 

Senator Farr. I am very free to say to you. Mr. Curtis, I have no 
doubt in the world but what your passport will be viséd and you will 
be allowed to go backward and forward. 

Mr. Curtis. I don't know, sir: but I hope so. Well, sir, I will do 
my best. 

‘Senator Farr. I would like to know by telegram, if possible, so I 
might reassure witnesses from Nogales. 

Senator Smrti. We don’t want to get them into any trouble 1f we 

can help it. 

Senator Farr. You don’t know whether there were any handbills 
circulated in the streets of Tucson here containing instructions that 
witnesses should not. be permitted to return ? 

Mr. Curtis. No, sir. 

Senator Fart. Then vou have only looked at this from one view- 
point—th: it is vour own willingness to come before the committee and 
testify w ithout fear of the results? 

Mr. Curtis. Well, I am not looking for trouble, but it is inconsistent 
with my views of citizenship that I or any other citizen would not do 
INV duty? >that is what gets me. I might bea fool in this thing. I don’t 
know: I feel it my duty: I don't see how anybody could er iticize me 
for it—what I think is doing right—tell the tr uth; still some other 
fellow might do different. 

Senator Fart. The committee has very consistently refrained from 
asking vou in reference to specific Injuries either to American citizens 
or to American properties in Mexico, and it has been very largely for 
the purpose of protecting you. 

Mr. Curtis. Thank vou. 

Senator Farr. Unless you desire to make some further statement 
of vour own will, Mr. Curtis, we thank you very much for vour attend- 
ance; yon have given evidence confirmatory of other that we have 
had, that present conditions in Sonora at this immediate time are 


comparatively peaceful. 
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Mr. Curtis. And Sinaloa. Well, I thank you. 

(The following letters, received by the chairman the day following 
from Mr. Curtis, are made part of the record by instructions of the 
chairman :) 

IFIRST NATIONAL BANK, 
UNITED STATES DEPOSITORY. 
Nogales, Ariz.. March 8, 1920. 
Hon. ALBERT FALL, 
Santa Rita Hotel, Tucson, Ariz. 

My Dear SENATOR: For your information I will state that in order that there 
would be no misunderstanding upon the part of either the Mexican Consul or 
through him, the Mexican Government, I called upon the Mexican Consul, Hon. 
E. Tamez, and informed him that I had testified before vour committee and de- 
sired to know whether or not that would have any bearing upon my going into 
Mexico or coming out. He informed me that he is authorized to use his own dis- 
cretion in the matter of whose passports shall be vised or refused vivé. He very 
kindly informed me that there would be sbsolutely no objection to viséing my 
passport under the circumstances. 

Yours, very truly, 
BRACEY CURTIS. 


THE First NATIONAL BANK, 
UNITED STATES DEPOSITORY. 
Nogales, Ariz., March S, 1920. 
Hon, ALBERT FALL, 
Santa Rita Hotel, Tucson, Ariz. 

My Dear SENATOR: Since returning to Nogales, after appearing before your 
committee, it has occurred to me that in my testimony regarding the part of 
my interview “ Low passion,” I desire to explain my position clearly, and will 
thank you to correct your records in case it does not conform to this letter. 

The mistake which I made was in the choice of words, and not of sentiment, 
but neither the words nor sentiment expressed were intended directly or indi- 
rectly against your committee. 

Taking the statement as it is, my thought was to condemn those always 
willing and looking for an opportunity to agitate and promote intervention, 
international misunderstanding, and in general promote trouble along the b “der 
between Mexicans and Americans, especially as applies to Sonora and Siion, 

Our policy in Nogales has been to cultivate friendly relations between Diexi- 
cans and Americans, feeling that the required patience and encouragement: in 
their reconstruction rather than wholesale criticism. They fully realize that 
they have difficult problems to work out the same as most other countries in 
the world, especially at this time, and resent obstacles and interference by any 
foreigners the same as the American Government in cases of deporting un- 
desirable foreigners, Their contention is that they will go half Way and be 
reasonable, 

The Chamber of Commerce of Nogales are arranging to have n governors 
day in Nogales on April 12, 1920, at which time Gov. de la Tluerta, of Sonora, 
Mexico, and Gov. Jampbell, of Arizona, will meet. 

We feel by such exchange of idea and courtesies, the two people better 
understand each other afd work more in harmony, and that this class of work. 
as well as trade excursion, is constructive and to be encouraged by all Ameri- 
Cus; and Nogales is working on these lines, which we consider a proper, eon- 
structive, and neighborly policy, and thus condemn those agitating and urging 
intervention, conflict, or misunderstanding between Mexicans and American 
people. 

Respectfully, yours, 
BRACEY CURTIS. 


TESTIMONY OF MR. A. C. BARNES. 


(The witness was sworn by Dan M. Jackson, Esq.. clerk of the 
subcommittee duly authorized thereto.) 
Senator Fart. Of what State are you a native? 
. Barnes. J am a native of the State of Alabama. 
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Senator FALL. Where have you lived during the last few years! 

Mr. Barxes. What do you term the last few years? 

Senator Farr. During the last eight years. 

Mr. Barnes. During the last eight years I have lived in the 
States of Colorado and New Mexico and Arizona. 

Senator Fart. How long have you been living in Arizona? 

Mr. Barnes. I have been living in Arizona approximately 10 
months, 

Senator FaLL. Where? 

Mr. Barnes. Nogales. 

Senator Fart. You are chairman of the Young Men’s Business 
Association, of Nogales, are you? 

Mr. Barnes. Well. under the term of president. 

Senator Fart. You joined Mr. Curtis in his statement which has 
been referred to in his statement—in his testimony—here? 

Mr. Barnes. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. You heard the statement of Mr. Curtis made in 
reference to that statement; you have also heard the statement made 
by the chairman of the committee? 

Mr. Barxes. Chairman of which committee? 

Senator Fatt. This committee. 

Mr. Barnes. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. Have you anything to add to the statement made 
by Mr. Curtis as to the conditions, ete. ? 

Mr. Barnes. No, sir: I have not. I would be glad to answer any 
specific questions that I can. 

Senator Fatt. Upon what information do you base your statement 
that the chairman of this committee was in error—to put it mildly— 
in stating that the citizens of Douglas, Ariz., and along the border 
were loath to appear before this committee or deterred from doing 
so by the order of the Mexican Government ? 

Mr. Barxes. Why, nothing: but it reflected upon. as Mr. Curtis 
stated, upon the patriotism of the citizens of Nogales. 

Senator Fart. Did vou interview especially the citizens of Nogales 
who might be called before this committee to ascertain what their 
views upon the subject were? 

Mr. Barnes. I did not know we would likely be called upon, but 
several of them interviewed me. 

Senator Fanti. Among whom ? 

Mr. Barxes. Mr. Gil Rankin, Mr. Curtis, Mr. William Haley, and 
several others. 

Senator Farr. They all expressed a willingness to appear before 
this committee and give evidence? 

Mr. Barnes. No, sir: they did not express any willingness. 

Senator Fart. But simply indignant at the statement made by 
the chairman of the committee that witnesses were deterred from 
appearing before the committee ? 

Mr. Barnes. Mostly regarding the question of patriotism that we 
owed to our country. 

Senator Farr. The use of the word “patriotism ” or equivalent 
term—I believe the term you referred to, “ patriotism ” in the letter 
of the chairman of the committee, was that which caused your state- 
ment to be made, was it? 
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Mr. Barnes. Yes, sir: that and that alone, that was the interpre- 
tation which we intended, I think. | 

Senator Farı. If you considered the use of the word, reading it 
with the context. if you considered the use of that word by myself 
in the letter to reflect upon the willingness of the citizens of Nogales 
to come to the assistance of their country in time of peril you were 
merror. If you, on the other hand, construed it to mean that these 
citizens, in doing what I considered their duty in giving evidence 
which might enable the committee to perform its duty, they were 
deterred because of their financial interest you were correct, and I 
know the hardships that they were liable to. 

Mr. Barnes. Well, personally, I don’t consider it a hardship, I 
feel most willingly to testify to anything that would assist this com- 
mittee in getting correct information, which I believe they are 
seeking. 

Senator Faun. The chairman of this committee in this letter de- 
plores the conditions existing which prevent American citizens or 
deters American citizens from giving evidence except in pledged 
secrecy, that their names will not be disclosed. Those conditions 
exist, and those gentlemen should know it, if you don’t you can 
ascertain it, and for your private information I will correspond 
and take it up with the officials and citizens of your town and 
ask them, if you think it will thrown any light upon the subject, 
as to their willingness to appear before this committee and take 
the consequences. I am not reflecting upon their patriotism either, 
but deplore the conditions that exist that deter them in their mind 
in coming before the committee and testify. Do you know anything 
about the conditions in Sonora of your own knowledge? 

Mr. Barnes. Only my experience based upon visiting Nogales, 
Sonora, quite frequently within the past 10 months, possibly three 
or four times a day, and crossing the line about the 1st of February 
accompanying the trade excursion through the States ‘of Sonora 
and Sinaloa. 

Senator FALL. You know nothing about specifice instances of de- 
privation of property, murder of American miners, American citi- 
zens ii Mexico, and hardships worked upon them during the last few 
years? 

Mr. Barnes. I know nothing personally; no. Of course, like every 
citizen of the United States. we read it is bad; that is transmitted 
through the Associated Press. 

Senator Fant. Who is the Associated Press correspondent, if you 
know, there? 

Mr. Barnes. I don’t know, but I understand it is the representative 
of the Herald. 

Senator Farr. Do vou read the Associated Press dispatches pub- 
lished in the American papers coming through Douglas? I just 
call your attention to a specific instance. 

Mr. Barnes, I presume the El Paso papers come through there. 

Senator Fann. In reference to the Associated Press dispatches. for 
your information, I call vour attention to a letter from the superin- 
tendent of the Associated Press at San Francisco, in which he uses 
this language, for instance: 


I regret very much that any member should have published this, and espe- 
cally that they should have credited it to the Associated Press. Denver advises 
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that the story was killed by that office as unverified. Neitber the clipping nor 
your letter gives any clue to the paper that published the story. It was dis- 
tinctly wrong for this paper to have used the story after the Associared Press 
had sent the kill. Please let me know the name of the paper, so I may write 
direct. 


I won't read all the balance. Another, addressed to myself: 


I have the honor to transmit to vou a cHpping from this mornings issue 
of the El Paso Morning Times, containing a correction of a dispatch from 
Douglas, Ariz., credited to the Associated Press and printed in the Times of 
February 6. 

CORRECTION, 


In an article from Douglas. Ariz. dated) February 5. ere lied to the Asso- 
ciated Press, and published in the BEL Paso Morning Times of February 6, 
1920, there were set forth charges, attributed to Orientacion, a Hermosillo, 
Sonora, newspaper, that United Senators Albert B. Fall, of New Mexico, and 
Marcus A. Smith. of Arizona, had exercised ‘extraordinary pressure” 

gainst Mexicans in San Antonio. Tex., to coerce them to testify before the 
Senate subconmittee investigating Mexican affairs, of which committee the 
two Senators are members. 

The publication of this dispatch was an inadvertent error on the part of 
the Times. since the Associated Press sent a correction requesting all editors 
not to publish the story, since it was “ obviously untrue.” 

And that Orientacion untrue story came from your Hermosillo, 
Sonora, paper, attacking the members of this committee. 

Mr. Barnes. That is not my paper. 

Senator Fait. Of course, Ï referred simply. in connection with 
your testimony. I asked who the Associated Press correspondent 

was because I have a desire to know, and, of course, I will ascertain. 

Mr. Barnes. I believe I am correct; I am not sure. 

Senator Fart. Do you know the editor of vour paper, there in 

Nogales, the Oasis? 

Mr. Bares. I believe Mr. Bird. Iam not sure. He is connected 
with that paper . I don't know whether editor or owner; possibly 
both. 

Senator F ALL. T notice one of the very recent issues of that paper, 
possibly the issue before the last, quotes a long article in reference to 
this very matter, which we have been talking about. Did you read 
that article ! 

Mr. Barnes. I don't know that I did. I would like to see it. and 
perhaps I would tell you if I read it. 

Senator Fare. In regard to the west coast of Mexico, the commit- 
tee is perfectly satisfied that no business man in Nogales fears to 
come before this committee and testify that at present conditions are 
very much better in Sonora than they have been, particularly prior 
to the battle between American soldiers and the Mexican soldiers at 
Nogales in the streets and around Nogales in August. 1918; we have 
no doubt that business men of Nowales generally will testify to that. 

Mr. Barnes. I don't know anything: about that; did not at the 
time. 

Senate: Fein, And it was not the intention of the chairman of the 
committee to say that any business man of Douglas had any need to 
fear that if he came before this committee and testified to the fact 
that conditions have improved, as they undoubtedly have, that he had 
no need to fear coming before this committee and giving testimony 
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in secrecy: nor did the letter of the chairman of this committee bear 
or warrant any such construction. This article continues: 

But their testimony would not be the kind for which Senator Fall is looking, 
Perhaps that is one reason why the Fall committee has net come to Nogales to 
take testimony. 


Mr. Barnes. I don’t believe . 
Senator Fart. Do you believe that represents the sentiment of the 


community ? 

Mr. Barnes. I don't believe the Young Men's Business Association 
or chamber of commerce made any statement like that. 

Senator Fatt. This is an article from Mr. Bird's paper. 

Mr. Barnes. Oh, I see. 

Senator Faun (reading) : 


The testimony they would get here would tend to discredit: that they have 
heen taking down the Rio Grande and would not cause the other to look well if 


printed in the sume report. 

Ts that the sentiment that the voung business men entertain there 
as to the activities of this committee ? 

Mr. Barnes, No, sir; that is not the sentiment among the voung 
business men. Our young business men mostly consist of—well, I 
will say we have forty or fifty ex-service men. 

Senator Fatt. Oh. well, it is unnecessary to say that personally 
I know perfectly well there are no more loyal people in the world 
than the people of Arizona, certainly not any more loval than the 
young men, business men, who have been in the service; thev have 
shown that, and no possible construction could have been placed 
upon my letter whatever of any such thing. Do you happen to 
know Mr. Bird personally ? 

Mr. Barnes. I do. 

Senator Fart. Do you know anything about his paper? 

Mr. Barnes. No, sir. 

Senator Farr. Do you know whether it has any circulation in the 
State of Sonora ? 


Mr. Barnes. I think so. 
Senator Fatt. Do you know whether 175 copies are bought and 


paid for by the Mexican authorities of the State of Sonora? 

Mr. Barnes. I do not know. 

Senator Farr. Now, Mr. Barnes. if vou have any statement you 
want to make, the committee would be glad to hear it; if not, why, 
we thank you very much. ` 

Mr. Barnes. Yes, sir. 

(The committee then. at 1.45 o'clock p. m. took a recess until 4 
o'clock Sunday afternoon. March 7, 1920.) 

The committee met pursuant to adjournment at 4 o’clock p. m. 
Sunday, March 7, 1920: all members present as in the morning 
session. 


TESTIMONY OF CAPT. HARRY WHEELER. 


(The witness was sworn by Dan M. Jackson, Esq., clerk of the 


subcommittee duly authorized thereto.) 
Senator FALL. Captain, of what State are you a native? 


Capt. WHEELER. I was born in Florida. 
136920—20—pr 12 
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Senator Farı. Where do you reside? 

Capt. WHEELER. In Tombstone, Ariz. 

Senator Farr. How long have you been residing in Arizona! 

Capt. WHEELER. Since 1901. a 

Senator Farr. What is your business now, Captain? 

Capt. WHEELER, At the present time I am emploved by Toore & 
Co. 

Senator FALL. Cattle and stock business? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Far. What official positions, if any, have you held in the 
State of Arizona? 

Capt. WHEELER. I was sergeant, lieutenant, and captain of the 
Arizona Rangers from 1903 until. I believe, 1909, when they were 
abolished by the legislature; sheriff of Cochise County, Ariz., from 
1912 to shortly after the outbreak or entrance of the United States 
into the war, when I resigned and joined the Army. 

Senator Farr. You saw service abroad? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fart. Had you seen any military service prior to this 
time—United States service? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. I was a member of Troop H, First 
Cavalry, from 1897 to 1900; then a member of Troop M, Fourteenth 
Cavalry from 1900 to 1902. 

Senator Fart. Were you in the service during the Spanish- 
American War? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. During your service in the Rangers, with the Ari- 
zona Rangers, also particularly during your position as sheriff of 
vour county, your duties called you to the international border be- 
tween the United States and Mexico? 

Capt. WHEELER. Frequently. 

Senator Fant. At what points, generally ? 

Capt. WHEELER. Nogales, Naco, and Douglas; in the country ad- 
joining the Slaughter’s ranch, about 17 miles east of Douglas. 

Senator Fart. Where were you in June, 1906, if you recollect. 
Captain? Do you remember the occasion of what was called the 
Cananea riot? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. Where were you at that time? 

Capt. WuereLeR. I was at Benson at- that time—lieutenant of 
rangers. | 

Senator Fatt. Did you go to the border at that time? 

Capt. WHEELER. I went to Naco from Benson, and arrived just in 
time to meet the returning bodies of Americans. 

Senator Farr. Under Capt. Reining? 

Capt. WHEELER. Capt. Reming. 

Senator Farr. Capt. Reining was in command of the Arizona 
Rangers then 2 p 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. | 

Senator FALL. ane sa from where? 

l yv R. From Cananea. 
a Fie They had gone there on account of the riot and 


sae } 
threatened danger to Americans: 


Ld 
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Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. Captain, were you in Douglas or Naco during any 
of the armed conflicts between the Mexican factions at or near those 
places? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. You were not in Douglas, were vou, in 1911, dur- 
ing “Red” Lopez's attack on Agua Prieta; or do you recollect ? 

Capt. WHEELER. I was absent during this attack. 

Senator Fare. When were you a witness to the first conflict be- 
tween Mexican factions at or near any point on the international 
border ¢ i 

Capt. WHEELER. I believe a month later. I think the Lopez at- 
tack was about April, 1913; a month from that time the second. at- 
tack, by Gen. Blanco, on Agua Prieta. 

Senator Farr. Was this attack on Agua Prieta by Blanco forces 
successful ? 

Capt. WHEELER. No, sir. 

Senator Farr. During this attack, were the lives of the Ameri- 
cans on this side of the line endangered ? 

Capt. WHEELER. Not during that attack. The Federal troops, 
under Diaz, went out of town and met the Blanco forces outside of 
town about two miles. and distributed. 

Senator Fann. Then the Diaz forces were distributed out of town, 
where they would not endanger the American lives! 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fatt. Were vou in or around Douglas at any other time 
when an attack was made? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fart. When was the next, approximately ? 

Capt. Wrerever. I wonder if I have gotten mixed up. The first 
attack, I remember, was the Blanco attack: and the Lopez attack 
must have been subsequent to that, because the next engagement, I 
remember, was the Federals attacking the rebels. T have got the 
curt before the horse. I don't remember how long that was after 
Lopez had taken the town, but Gen. Medina Barron, I understand, 
with Gen. Felix Diaz and Gen. Chapa. of the Federals, to my recol- 
lection, made the next attack on Agua Prieta, and occupied it. 

Senator Farr. During this attack. were any shots fired across the 
border 

Capt. Wuee er. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fare. Were American lives on this side endangered? 

C apt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 

Senator FarL. Were any Americans on this side injured, that you 
recollect ? l i 

Capt. WureLer. I did not see any, but it was rumored that sev- 
eral had been shot, one man at the Gadsden Hotel. 

Senator Farr. In what capacity were you there at that time—as 
a ranger, or was that prior to your service as ranger ? 

Capt. WnreLer. I believe I was in the customs service at that 

8. 

_Senator Fart. Do vou recollect the issuance of any orders by the 

nited States Government. through the commanding officers along 
the line, communicated to the Mexican contending factions in refer- 
ence to shooting across the line? 
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Capt. WHeetrr. Not at that time; I do not. 

Senator Fart. Later you remember that such orders were issued! 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fatt. Do you remember the occasion of the successful 
attack by the Madero forces upon the city of Juarez opposite El 
Paso! 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Faur. Shortly prior to that there had been an attack made 
by the followers of Madero upon Agua Prieta? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. It was upon this occasion of the attack upon Agua 
Prieta by the Madero followers that I intended to question you 
about, in reference to any orders issued to American soldiers guard- 
ing the border, supposed to be communicated to the contending 
factions? 

Capt. Wirever. I did not hear at that time of any orders. 

Senator Farr. Now, after this attack by Chapa and the’ other 
officers upon Agua Prieta, when was the next attack, if any, that you 
recollect ¢ 

Capt. WnerLer. The next attack, as T remember, was when Villa 
attacked, 

Senator Farr. In 1916? 

Capt. Waeener. Yes, sir: opposite Donglas. 

Senator Farr. Were you there at the time of that attack? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. In what capacity? 

Capt. WHEELER. Sheriff of Cochise County. 

Senator Farr. Did vou meet or interview any of the members of 
the contending factions? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. Who? 

Capt. Werner. I met the advance guard of Gen. Villa several 
miles east of Douglas, right at the line: wire fence separating us. I, 
and one of my deputies in the early morning of the day of the 
attack; my deputy was named Charlie Cross. 

Senator Farr. What was the condition of the advance guard of 
the Villa forces you encountered there: physical condition ? 

Capt. Wueerer. Excellent. 

Senator Fart. Did vou have a conversation with them? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir: they rode up to the fence and addressed 
us: I was struck by their appearance. They were well disciplined: 
J had been in the extension of a little gully. a little draw, which they 
thoroughly. in a military method explored; after they had advanced 
several hundred yards they returned to where we were. One of them 
thought that we were in Texas and seemed surprised when he learned 
it was not Texas. 

Senator Farr. Was vour conference with these men of a friendly 
character ? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. . 

Senator Fann. Did they ask vou any questions about the disposi- 
tion of the other forces at Agua Prieta? 

Capt. Waeerer. They did. 

Senator Farr. Did vou give any advice in reference to it? 
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Capt. WHEELER. I did, Senator, I wished to avoid any more fight- 
ing. l had seen my people killed, and wounded in those various 
skirmishes: I did not intend to he or take sides, but I wanted to 
avoid a conflict at Agua Prieta if I could do it; I told them the 
truth. 7,000, I believe that number of troops had been permitted to 
cross the United States to reinforce that garrison, and I hoped by 
telling them the truth it would avoid a conflict. 

Senator Fann. Did yon convince them that you were telling the 
truth. or did they doubt it ? 

Capt. WHEELER. They left me as I started in telling about it. they 
did not appear to believe me: they said that Gen. Scott, I believe it 
was, in Whom they seemed to have great faith, told them that the 
United States would not permit troops of the other side to pass 
through the United States. 

Senator Fann. These Villa troops themselves had marched across 
the country entirely within the boundaries of Mexico? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes: so I understood. 

Senator Farr. Did they have any artillery with them ? 

Capt. WHEELER Yes, sir. 

Senator Fart. How did they transport their artillery, do you 
know: did vou see any of it? 

Capt. WHEELER. T saw it after it was placed: I did not see it in 
actual transit. 

Senator Faun, It is a pretty rough country. You know something 
about the country they had to cross? | 

Capt. WHEELER. Very rough: they had trouble, no doubt. 

Senator Farr. Then later ensued the battle between the attacking 
forces and those under Calles and Obregon? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. How long did the fight last ? 

Capt. Where er. To the best of my recollection, two days. 

Senator Farr. Did it endanger the lives and safety of the Ameri- 
can citizens on this side? 

Capt. WHEELER One soldier was killed. 

Senator Farr. One American soldier? 

Capt. WHEELER. One American soldier: his name was Jones: the 
camp there is named after him. There was firing into the United 
States, but not with the volume or extent that usually accompanies 
those battles. 

Senator Farr. Did Villa make such disposition of his forces as 
to evidence an intention not to fire into the United States. or did 
he fire from the south where necessarily he would fire into the 
United States? 

apt. WHEELER. No, sir; he attacked—I can not say south, but 
throughout the engagement I noticed the fact that there was very 
little firing entering out side. He attacked from the east. l 
Senator Farr. Parallel with the border? l 
‘apt. WHEELER. And to some extent from the west, and I heard 
he did attempt to attack from the south, but I did not see that. 

Senator Fart. Were the American troops in Douglas along the 
line at this time? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir; great numbers. 
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Senator Farr. During any of the previous attacks to which you 
have referred, or the armed conflicts along the line about Douglas 
or Agua Prieta, were there American troops there? 

Capt. WHEELER. There were patrols; this was the first fimé they 
paralleled the line in any force; they took possession of that great 
ditch that bounds Douglas on the ‘south, for drainage purposes. 
They formed an entrenchment out of them and had advance posts 
fully two or three miles east of Douglas. 

Senator Farr. Did you know Mr. Rutherford who was in the 
employ of the smelting company? 

Capt. WHEELER. No, sir. 

Senator Farr. Captain, were vou present at any other point along 
the line when conflicts took p ae between any contending factions! 

Capt. WaHererr. I was at Naco. 

Senator Farr. When? 

Capt. Wreeter. In 1913. I believe, and I believe—not sure as to 
that time—1913, I was there. 

Senator Farr. Do you remember who the leaders of the contend- 
ing factions were at that time? 

Capt. Wuee ter. Gen. Ojeda was in command during the first 
attack, I remember, at Naco; they were attacked by Gen. Obregon 
and Calles for a period of five or six weeks. It finally culminated in 
the Ojeda forces being driven out of town. and the place being occu- 
pied by Obregon, C alles, and the Yaqui Indians. 

Senator FALL. During this five or six weeks of fighting, were the 
lives and safety of the American citizens in danger? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. Were there any casualties among them? 

Capt. WHEELER. There were a few at that time. 

Senator Fant. Were there American soldiers there? 

Capt. Wirener. Yes, sir: the Ninth Cavalry. 

Senator Fann. Under whose command ¢ 

Capt. Wireter. At that time I believe Col. Guilfoyle. 

Senator Farr. Were vou there during any subsequent. attack? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes. sir. 

Senator Fann. Or conflicts? Were American soldiers on the bor: 
der?’ 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. Under whose command ? 

Capt. WHEELER. I believe at this time Col. Hatfield of the Ninth 
Cavalry was in command. 

Senator Farr. How long did the fighting last at that time? 

Capt. WueeLer. That was at the time Gen. Mavtorena fought 
Calles and Gen. Hill into Naco. I understood there were about 
15,000 men all told involved in that: that, to my recollection, lasted 
80 or 90 days. 

Senator Fant. Was there firing across the border at this time? 

Capt. WHEELER. C ontinuously. 

Senator Fart. Were the lives and safety of American citizens on 
this side endangered at that time? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. Were there any casualties occurring on the Ameri- 


can side at that time? 
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Capt. WHEELER. Seventy-one, Senator, at that time. Eighteen 
soldiers were killed and wounded. The majority of them wounded, 
and among the refugees, and citizens something like 30. 

Senator Faun. You were sheriff of what county in Arizona? 

Capt. WHEELER. Cochise. 

Senator Faun. Naco is in Cochise County ? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fatt. Were you in Naco at any time during this fighting 
in the performance of your official duties? 

Capt. WHEELER. I was there all the time. 

Senator Fann. What were you engaged in doing there? 

Capt. WHEELER. I was attempting to protect my people. 

Senator Fart. Were vour efforts successful ? 

Capt. WHEELER. Only partially. 

Senator Fatt. Well, what means did you take to endeavor to pro- 
tect the people of Arizona ? 

Capt. WHEELER. I requested the Federal troops to actively pro- 
tect my people; which apparently, through some source, they were 
prevented from doing much against the wishes of the troops. 

The troops were willing, as were the officers. I called upon the 
governor of the State for help, but fearing a conflict of possible 
conflict between the State troops and the Federal troops I then 
requested Gov. Hunt not to send the troops. 

Senator Fart. You say Federal troops; you mean United States 
troops ? ; 

Capt. WHEELER. United States troops. 

Senator Fart. What reason did you have to fear a conflict be- 
tween the United States and the State troops? 

Capt. WHEELER. There were so many people being killed and 
wounded. One particular day after repeated requests that the firing 
be stopped I noticed a machine gun that had recently been located in 
such position that its fire fell into the heart of our town at regular 
intervals during the day: most of the firing from this gun would fall 
in our main street. One day a bullet from this gun struck in the 
street and passed through the window of the Hotel Naco. There 
was a girl in the office; a young girl I had known from babyhood 
almost; and entered her piano. T heard her scream and I ran into 
ofice and found her face slightly bleeding from broken glass. It 
made me believe that the thing had to end one way or another. I 
requested one of the Maytorena agents who was at this hotel con- 
tinuously to take some steps to end the firing of this gun, and he 
refused, and I told him then that I would appeal to the troops to 
drive this faction out of the trench, he said I could appeal all I 
wished. I told him then if the troops did not do it I would call a 
posse as sheriff of that county and enfilade his trenches and drive 
this man out myself, he said that would not be permitted. I went 
immediately to the colonel and on his reply about the matter I told 
him what I intended to do, and was told if I did it would be his pain- 
ful duty, as much as he regretted it. to arrest me and my posse. I 
said: “There is no martial law, no declaration of war; it is my 
belief that I am the supreme authority bere.” He said: “ My orders 
as a soldier will compel me to take the action I have indicated to 
you,” and tears came in the old gentleman's eyes when he told me; 
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and having been a soldier myself I did not question him further; but 
I had requested aid of the governor, and upon being told by this 
Army officer that I would be prevented, even arrested if I attempted 
to protect my own people. and not wishing to embarrass him, or to 
in anyway cause further embarrassment I requested the Governor 
not to send his troops. 

I did ask the colonel if it was not true then that instead of being 
there to protect our people he merely occupied the position of being 
there to prevent us from protecting ourselves, and he said that was 
about the size of the thing. : 

Senator Farr. It looked like war to you? 

Capt. WHEELER. It looked like war; I knew that was no declara- 
tion of war. I could not understand it for this reason, that had 
a ranch been attacked a mile east or west of this town by bandits I 
would have proceeded there and protected that ranch. 

Senator Fart. But within the territory actually covered by the 
United States troops on this side vou were prevented under orders 
from protecting the citizens living in their houses? 

Capt. WHEELER. Absolutely. : 

Senator Fart. Americans could not proceed about their business in 
the streets of an American town ? 

Capt. WirkeLer. They went abont the streets at their own peril; 
I saw a little girl shot in the neck when she was going home with 
her little arms full of bundles. 

Senator Fatt. How far were the American troops from the place 
where this little girl was shot? 

Capt. Wirrener. They must have been pretty well back at this 
tine. They had moved into a safer locality; they were about half 
a mile from the line in their camp. They had certain outposts up 
near the line part of the time, but they had moved, at that time, to 
safer quarters, “a 2 

Senator Faun. Even at the expense of leaving the people, citizens 
of an Arizona town, at the mercy of these people, who were firing 
indiscriminately across the line. Was that the status? 

Capt. WHEELER. Senator, I can not make any reflection on the 
troops. ; 

Senator Farr. I don’t mean any reflection on the troops. 

Capt. WHEELER. I do not wish to answer in any way that would 
reflect on the troops because both officers and men felt the humilia- 
tion and embarrassment to the extent that many times I have seen 
tears in their eyes over the situation. They were helpless under 
some one’s orders above them. 

Senator FALL. Of course we know that. 

Capt. WHEELER. I wish to answer fully, only not to—- 

Senator Farr. Did this action and the occurrences to which you 
have referred at Naco influence you in the performance of any of 
vour official duties thereafter? 
~ Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir; I became a very humble personage, and 
supplicated the authorities on the other side for protection. 

Senator Farr. What means did you use when you sav suppli- 
cated ? 

Capt. WHEELER. I asked Gen. Calles—their trench faced the west 
the Maytorena trench, 600 vards west of the Calles trenches, faced 
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the town. Of course there was a great volume of firing from those 
two trenches, back and forth, ae evidently this gun of the May- 
torena faction, machine gun, from the southwest section of this 
trench, was firing at the gun on the north—on the northern end of 
the Calles trench, which brought the extreme fire through Naco, 
Ariz. I asked Gen. Calles to have his trench cease firing to give me 
an opportunity to attempt to enter the Maytorena trench with a 
white flag on a stick. He consented, and did cease firing. I took my 
deputy, William Brakefield, to the monument west of town, beyond 
a few feet of the Maytorena trench, left him there, meaning at that 
monument, and went over to the Maytorena trench with a handker- 
chief on a stick. They saw me approaching, and they began to cease 
fring, and also permitted me to come into their trench. I held a 
conference with them there in a body for about an hour and pro- 
ceeded then to find this gun, and change its direction of fire. 

Senator Farr. During that fight, this period, there was a total of 
approximately 48 casualties between the American troops and citi- 
zens and refugees in the town of Naco? 

Capt. WHEELER. I heard at that time 52; I don’t know the exact 
number. 

Senator Fatt. Do you know the house commonly known as the 
(ireene Cattle Co. house on the American side of the line there at 
Naco? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fatt. Did you ever have vour attention called to the con- 
dition of that house after the battle of Naco? 

Capt. WureLeR. That house that was struck by shrapnel? 

Senator Farr. Yes, sir. 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fann. What was the condition of the house? 

Capt. Warrier. The shrapnel had entered the corner of that 
house from the west, had come through a room or two—I mean 
through the roof—and evidently exploded as it entered the kitchen 
and destroved the kitchen and stove and nearly everything in the 
room. 

Senator Fatt. And perforated the wall on the inside? 

Capt. Wuerner. Yes, sir; it entered and exploded; the shrapnel 
shell was all over the room. 

Senator Farı. This house was situated on the American side, 
was it? 

Capt. Waeretrr. Yes. sir: across the line on the American soil. 

Senator Farr. Did the shrapnel strike this house during the time 
when American troops were at or near the border?’ 

Capt. WHEELER Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. Now, Captain, in the performance of any of vour 
official duties, aside from those performed by vou immediately upon 
the border, were you influenced thereafter by what had oc urred at 
Naco between yourself and the Feders} forces, by our Federal 
troops? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir; I was. 

Senator Farr. You were in charge of the protection of the peopl> 
of Bisbee. Ariz.. in 1917, as sheriff of that county ¢ 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes. sir. 


1882 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


Senator Fal. In the discharge of your duties there in preserving 
order did you think it necessary to call fur outside assistance? 

Capt. Wurener. Twice. | 

Senator Farr. Upon whom did you call? 

Capt. WHEELER. First upon the governor of the State and then 
the Government at Washington through the governor of the State. 

Senator Fart. What response did you receive from there? 

Capt WrereLter. From the governor of the State the response 
was. “ We haven’t any troops.” and I never received any response 
from Washington. 

Senator Farr. Did you regard the position at that time in the 
town of Bisbee, and in that vicinity. as warranting vou in calling 
upon the Federal Government for assistan’e in the preservation of 
peace ? | 

Capt. Wueeter. I did. 

Senator Farr. In connection with vour activities and the per- 
formance of vour duties as peace officer, were vour actions thereafter 
investigated by any commission or department of the Government 
of the United States? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fanti. By whom were your acts investigated aside from 
any subsequent court proceedings? 

Capt. WHEELER. Secretary of Labor Wilson and a man by the 
name of Frankfurter—Felix Frankfurter, I believe—Marsh, and I 
forget the other name. | 

Senator Fare. Walker? 

Capt. Wireter. Walker, and one other man. 

Senator Farr They constituted what was known as the mediation 
committee appointed by the President of the United States, were 
thev not? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fart. This mediation committee proceeded to Bisbee to 
investigate occurrences, some of which occurrences vou were con- 
nected with in vour official capacity ? l 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. Did the commission have von before it? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yos, sir. l 

Senator Fare. Did they question you as to why you had not called 
upon the National Government for assistance? 

Capt. WnrteLER. They did not question me: I offered that infor- 
mation to them. 

Senator Fari. You did make a statement? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fann. Practically what was the purport of that statement ? 

Capt. Wrertrr. I told them I had called on both the Federal and 
State Governments for assistance in my extremity, that mv appeals 
had not been answered: that the treatment I had received as sheriff 
in previous times gave me thoroughly to understand. especially 
since my last appeal went unanswered, that I was upon my own 10- 
itintive. and I took the only course left to me. 

Senator Farr. You referred to the facts vou have repeated to the 
committee as to the action of the Federal troops at Naco? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 
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Senator Farr. In connection with this occurrence at Bisbee to 
which we have just been referring, did you come in contact with 
any citizens of Old Mexico? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farı. Were such Mexicans involved in these occurrences 
at Bisbee? 

Capt. WHEELER. A great many. 

Senator Fart. What did you learn from these Mexicans, if any- 
thing in reference to their action, and proposed action as to the causes 
leading them to pursue the course which they were pursuing? 

Capt. WHEELER. You understand, Senator, that a sheriff will fre- 
quently have stories related to him, both correct. and incorrect, many 
of which he is unable personally to run down, but I was frequently 
told that the Mexicans of the Villa army had cached arms and am- 
munition in the mountains of Sonora, upon their retreat from So- 
nora: that many of these Mexicans were former Villa soldiers, and 
knew where these caches were and intended to secure them at the 
proper time. I personally heard one Mexican—if you will remem- 
ler a few weeks before that, or a month or two, the Mexicans ran 
the Americans out of Cananea, Sonora. 

Senator Fart. Drove them out? 

Capt. WHEELER. Drove them out. 

Senator Farr. The Americans took refuge on the American side. 

Capt. WHEELER. Most of them at Bisbee. After six weeks or two 
months, when peace was restored in Cananea, a great many of the 
Mexicans came into Bisbee. I heard one Mexican distinctly, heard 
him remark to an American workman going up the hill with his 
lunch pail: “We run you out of Cananea a short while ago: we will 
rin vou out of here.” That is one of the remarks I heard. _ 

Senator Fann. Did you hear what character of arms and ammuni- 
tion had been cached by the Villistas in the mountains ? 

Capt. Wueever. I heard that he had left most of his artillery 
in the mountains. but the arms spoken of at that time were their 
rifles. Most of his men were armed with Mausers. 

Senator Fant. From information which you obtained through 
your deputies, and which you regarded as a reliable source, was the 
a disclosed of using those arms in connection with trouble at 

Isbee ? 

Capt. WHEELER. When the proper moment. arose. 

Senator Farr. Did vou ever hear of the plan of San Diego, Cap- 
tain? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Faun. Where did you first hear of it, do you know? 

Capt. WHEELER. I heard of it in various places. The time I re- 
member best of all was in Tombstone. I heard a Mexican speak of 
it, and say that the time would soon arrive when this country would 
be restored to Mexico, and the Mexicans would take their proper 
station; they would receive what was due them. 

Senator Faun. That was the first time vou heard of the plan of 
San Diego? 

Capt. WHEELER. I don’t know that it was the first time; it was the 
time most distinct in my memory; I remember the Mexican and his 
looks; he was a stranger in town. 
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Senator Farr. By this country being restored to Mexico he meant 
Arizona ? ` 

Capt. WHEELER. Arizona and these border States. 

Senator Far. The border States which had formerly been a 
part of Mexico; and at Bisbee you heard at least Gne Mexican say 
that in a short time—they had run these American miners out of 
Cananea—in a short time they would run them out of Bisbee? 

Capt. WHEELER. “ We ran you out of Cananea; we will run you 
out of here.” . 

Senator Fat. How many—about how many Mexican miners were 
there is Bisbee during these disturbances ? 

Capt. WHEELER. Oh, that would be hard to say; I have seen 
about—extending probably four or five hundred yards in length, 
column of twos, each day marching up to the I. W. W. headquarters 
to receive their rations. The I. W. W. was feeding them, all of them 
on strike. , 

Senator Faun. These were Mexicans? 

Capt. WHEELER. Mexicans; and. of course, a great many Mexicans 
did not cease work, and there were many Mexicans in camp not in- 
terested one way or another. 

Senator Fai. Now, who were these Mexicans who were being fed 
by the I. W. W. as near as you could ascertain; where were they 
from? 

Capt. WHEELER. I believed. and still believe, the majority of them 
were former Villistas. | 

Senator Farr. Soldiers in Villa’s army ? 

Capt. WnreLer. Ex-soldiers. 

Senator Fart. And vou had reasons to believe that more than one 
of them knew of the arms which had been left by Villa? - 

Capt. WHEELER. Absolutely. l 

Senator Farn. Did you have any reason to fear that some arms 
might be used by these Mexicans in connection with threatened dis- 
turbances at Bisbee’ 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir: I did. 

Senator Fare. Was this one of the reasons that guided you in pur- 
suing the course which you did with reference to the lawless element 
at Bisbee’ 

Capt. WHEELER. It was. 

Senator Farn. Then there were several hundred Mexicans, who. 
as near as you could ascertain—the largest proportion of whom. as 
near as you could ascertain, had been with Villa, who were in Bisbee 
being fed by the I. W. W.? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fari. And who were causing the disturbance there? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fatt. Now, do you know of any statement being made by 
the I. W. W. who were there to the Mexicans with reference to their 
purpose—how it would affect the Mexicans themselves ? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. What statement do you know of? 

Capt. Wneever. I had arrested A. E. Embree, I believe under 
indictment now in the Federal court, one of the leaders of the I. 
W. W. He was brought to Tucson and tried in this court and ac- 
quitted by a jury; I believe eight of the jurv were Mexicans, but 
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during that trial the statement was sworn to by a Mexican whose 
name was Peralta—Antonio Peralta—saying that the Mexicans were 
induced to quit work. This was subsequent, all having been told 
by these head men in Bisbee, that it was to their interest that Ger- 
many should win the war; it was to the interest of the Mexicans 
and to Mexico that Germany should win the war. That was the in- 
ducement to them to cease work by the head men. That testimony 
can be corroborated because it is in the court records here in ‘Pucson. 

Senator Fart. Do you know whether the Mexican citizens passed 
backward and forward with comparative freedom across the line 
between Cananea and Bisbee about this time? You spoke of some. 

Capt. Wirever. It is much more difficult now than it was in 
those days. In those days anyone could go a mile east or west of 
these ports and cross. 

Senator Farr. Captain, what has happened down along the inter- 
national boundary with reference to the safety of American citi- 
zens on this side of the boundary unless protected by forces or 
troops, for several vears past, if vou know ? 

Capt. WHeener. Why, I can only speak for my own county. 
Outside of those attacks on those towns we have been singularly 
free from occurrences. I remember only one instance where I was 
called upon to allay any excitement or trouble among the Ameri- 
cans or Mexicans in my county. That was over here at Johnson's 
the whites had taken their women and children into the little school 
house and the Mexicans had separated and gone up in the mountains, 
each side feared the other; I never learned the cause, but it was of 
such a nature I was able to go alone among them and pacify both 
parties: that is the only trouble I ever had. 

Senator Fatt. The country is not very thickly settled? 

Capt. WHEELER. No, sir. 

Senator Farr. And there is no canal or river such as exists below 
El Paso on the international boundary ? 

Capt. Wareter. No, sir. 

_ Senator Fart. The boundary line between Arizona and Old Mex- 
o generally, particularly that portion within your Jurisdiction, 
simply is an imaginary line, marked by monuments, and in some 
places by wire fences? 

Mr. Wueerer. By wire fences: ves, sir. 

Senator Farr. Have you ever known of any attempt bv citizens 
on this side of the line to commit any act of outrage or aggression 
or attack upon the lives or property of Mexicans on the other side 
of the line during these vears; I mean citizens? 

Capt. Waretrr. Not of American citizens, except that time I re- 
ferred to, I referred to when that unfortunate conflict took place 
when these people went across and rescued the officers at Amarillo, 
_ Senator Farr. That you have not referred to in testimony, but 
in conversation between you and me. What was that occurrence? 

Capt. Wurrter. Of course, Senator, this is what I have been told: 
I was not there and did not see it. i 

Senator Farr. Yes. 

Capt. WHeerer. But there was a law in force on the Mexican side 
at that time which prohibited any one from going into Mexico at 
any time with firearms. They were duck hunting in some water 
close to the line, but in Mexico, within a short distance of where a ` 
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troop of Cavalry was stationed on our side. As I was told, the 
officers went across the line with shotguns to hunt ducks and were 
arrested by the Mexican fiscal guard or gendarme rural, as they call 
them. 

Senator FALL. Acting under Mexican law and orders? 

Capt. WHEELER. Acting under Mexican law and orders. These 
troopers went over and rescued their officers, and in doing so killed 
several of the Mexican guard. 

Senator Fart. You thought and I thought that the action of those 
troopers was to be criticized. 

Capt. WHEELER. I could not help but think that. 

Senator Fari. The Mexicans were performing their duty under 
their orders in arresting officers who had gone across there with 
arms? 

Capt. WHEELER. I beheve any soldier should obey his orders. I 
have always regarded those men as having died in obedience of the 
orders they were acting under in having arrested these officers. 
want to be just in any statement I make to vou. 

Senator Fatt. Now, Captain, to refer back a moment to what was 
known as the Bisbee trouble, resulting later in what was known as 
the Bisbee deportation cases, vou took action upon your own initia- 
tive finally after appealing to both the State and the National 
Government, Which was investigated by this committee of which you 
have spoken ? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fart. That action resulted in the driving out, or escorting 
out of Bisbee of quite a large number of people whom you regarded 
as threatening to disturb the peace of other law-abiding citizens of 
Bishee ? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir; and in the interest. of the country. 
which at. that time was in war. 

Senator Farr, And threatening to cut off the production of cop- 
per. which was necessary to this country in carrying on the war! 

Capt. WirkELeR. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fann. You took the action which vou did under those 
conditions and under that. belief. | 

Capt. WuĘaEELER. Yes, sir. I will state had it been in time of peace 
that action would not have been taken. 

Senator Faur. Was the gravity of the situation there. in yow 
judgment, increased by the fact that there were a large number of 
“Mexicans over there from the other side, and the fact that it was 
claimed that they knew where there were at least a thousand rifles 
eached which they could avail themselves of at the proper time. 
when that time might arise. Did those facts increase the gravity of 
the situation as vou understood it? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir: as I said before it was a factor in sum- 
ming up the situation. f l 

Senator Farr. Did vou know of arms which could be supplied 
from anv other particular source? a 

Capt. Wiener. Senator, these men. the majority of them, were 
strangers. We did not know where they came from. We did not 
know what they had. While I did not see arms on them exactly, 
they would not work around in their shirt sleeves with arms, al- 
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though they may have had arms in their domicile, or out in the hills 
in caches, 

Senator Fart. Did you have information leading you to believe 
there were any large caches of arms available EE of these which 
you have mentioned, as available to the Mexicans who were among 
those strikers ? 

Capt. WHEELER. No, sir. l 

Senator Farı. Did you, from what you have learned, and your 
observation, did you believe—is it your opinion that any number of 
Mexicans around through the State, Bisbee or elsewhere, Tombstone 
or elsewhere in Arizona, actually believed that the proper moment 
would arrive when, through the activities of Mexicans, assisted by 
others, that a successful attempt might be made to restore Arizona 
to Mexico? — 

Capt. WHeeLer. We did not think it would be successful. 

Senator Farr. No; but did you learn—entertain the idea—that the 
Mexicans themselves believed it? 

Capt. Wuretrr. Oh, yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. That they were confident that such an opportunity 
would arise? 

Capt. Wuretrr. They even went to the extent of organizing; a 
working nucleus of organization was called into existence. 

Senator Fann. In accordance with the general plan of San Diego? 

Capt. Wrereter. And we had rifle clubs in this country formed. 
At one time we feared they were going to take things into their own 
hands, but that was prevented by this deportation. 

Senator Fart. Do you know of any appeal made to the Govern- 
ment about that time, or later, to assist in arming the citizens here 
with Government arms? Under the general law of allowing rifle 
clubs to be furnished with arms from the National Government ? 

Capt. Wureter. No; we requested arms, and, according to my 
recollection. were denied them. 

Senator Fatt. Do you remember upen what theory you were de- 
med those arms at the time? 

Capt. WHEELER. Oh, that I understood that we were irresponsible 
and might take matters in our own hands peremptorily: that was 
my understanding. Arms were not to be brought within a mile of 
the line: that was the reason we were denied arms. They got the 
idea we were not considered capable of handling them. but we had 
arms of our own. 

Senator Farr. The authorities who denied the request made by 
the citizens here apparently were not aware of the fact that the 
average American citizen along the border has arms of his own 
generally. I asked you if you knew of it because Senator Smith 
and myself both had some little experience, I think, in the matter 
of this request. which was transmitted to us in some instances. T 
remember the fact that Senator Smith’s colleague in the United 
States Senate very severely criticized the Secretary of War for re- 
fusing to send arms out here at his request. 

Capt. Wieerer. We wanted them. 

Senator Fart. You felt you needed them? 

Capt. Wureter. Yes: we thought at that time we needed them. 

Senator Fart. Your purpose was to obtain generally, arms of 
the same caliber ? l 
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Capt. Wureter. That would use the same ammunition. 

Senator Faxr. Otherwise you did not need them because you had 
arms of your own? 

Capt. WHEELFR. Yes. 

Senator Farr. But not of the same character or using the same 
ammunition. Captain, your experience along the border with Amer- 
ican troops generally led you to believe that the acts of Col. Hatfield 
and his statement to you as to his orders represented the general 
attitude of the soldiers of the United States along the border. That 
is, that they were there for the purpose rather of preventing ag- 
gression from the United States upon Mexico than to protect the 
Americans against aggression from the other side. 

Capt. Wureter. That became the general belief. 

Senator Farr. That has been very generally the belief of the 
people along the border with whom you are acquainted? 

Capt. WHEELER. At the time of the engagement at Nogales of Col 
Sage, and recently Gen, Irwin, I believeed a change of policy had 
been arrived at. That was the general opinion along the border. 

Senator Fare. Captain, although we have asked you in detail 
questions which we desired to have you answer, generally, we would 
be glad to have any statement which you make, if you choose to 
make any further. concerning conditions along the border gen- 
erally. We would be very glad to hear any statement you have to 
make, if you choose to make any. I will ask you one more question: 
Do vou think it was a mistake in the policy of the Government of 
the United States to issue orders—of those responsible for the is- 
suance of such orders as Col. Hatfield was compelled to observe at 
Naco? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir; I do. 

Senator Farr. In your judgment if he had been instructed to pro- 
tect American citizens, even if necessary to drive out both contending 
factions from their entrenchments at Naco. would he have been able 
to do so? | 

Capt. Wirrener. Olh, ves. 

Senator Fann. Had he taken such action under proper orders. 
would the result have been, in your judgment, beneficial or the con- 
trary to the peace of the United States along the border ? 

Capt. Wrerer. T believe had a firm stand been taken in the be- 
ginning, and the factions on the other side been given to under- 
stand that drastie action would follow anv injury that they imn- 
fieted. it would have avoided all that trouble, just as it did avoid 
trouble in El Paso since that last trouble. E 

venator Farr. Or m Nogales in 1918? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes: they knew we were weak: they knew wè 
did not intend what we said; and our troops were forbidden by 
some authority over them from taking any active part against them. 
I saw that demonstrated in Naco. Col. Guilfoyle, at the end of an 
engagement, brought out his color squad, and banner with its beai- 
tiful gold fringe: I saw it. and marched up within a few feet of the 
monument, when a few straggling shots went over, and he ordere 
the bugler to sound “ cease firing ” immediately: at the ceasing © 
that call a volume of fire reopened tenfold, and some of the shots 
struck that monument, and with these beautiful colors, turne 


and went back to camp. and nothing further was done. Now, 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 1889 


he was unable to put into force, had he desired to put into force, 
what he said. I may add another instance. Capt. White, of the 
Ninth Cavalry, now colonel, was with me near the international 
line: a father and son named Bautista, both Mexicans, were resid- 
ing on our side, and claimed to be Americans: whether they were 
or not I don’t know; they went over to a httle store they had across 
the line, and put up two American flags to signify their place was 
under American protection. These troops suddenly returned and 
detoured the town from the west and cut off many people, thinking 
they had left town and went over there. They took a great many 
prisoners. 

The father and son were within a few feet of the line. I heard 
a shot about 10 yards over on the other side. I was at the monu- 
ment, and I looked up just in time to see the boy fall and this man 
that shot him. The lad went hke that: fell cramped over on his 
side; I saw him fire the second shot, and the father fell. The boy 
was unconscious for a few seconds and began screaming for his 
mother; when he again lost consciousness: the old father raised him- 
self. looked at his murdered son, and fell over on his face. They 
immediately formed a skirmish line, facing our side, with drawn 
carbines—the cavalrymen of Ojeda—as though they anticipated an 
attack or trouble from us; it was a cold-blooded murder: the man 
that murdered them was named Miranda; he was afterwards taken 
prisoner, but I attempted to get him. He was ferreted away; I never 
saw him again. I intended to give him to those people. That leads 
up to another proposition which I mentioned: Col. White was with 
his troop and saw it, and we were all indignant: he went over to the 
line and requested Ojeda’s permission to bring the bodies over here, 
which, in the course of half an hour, was given. They brought those 
bodies over and took them to their homes, where they were sur- 
rounded by their families. That murder was done because thev had 
stuck American flags up on their place of business, which these troops 
tore down when thev reentered the town. 

Senator Suirn. Then, instead of the flax of the United States 

being a protection for the man. it seemed to have led to his death? 
Capt. Warerer. Led to their death—father and son. They were 
little, tiny flags. They thought that flag being placed on their place 
of business would protect their place from pilfering. 
Senator Farr. Captain, was not. there originally a mistake made 
n the outbreak of the Madero revolution. when, in the attack at 
Agua Prieta, the President of the United States and Commander in 
Chief of the Army communicated across the line, throneh the oft- 
cers of the Army there, to the Mexican forces that they must. not fire 
a shot across the line so it would injure American lives. and the same 
order was communicated at El Paso, Tex.. to the contending factions 
at Juarez that they must not fire a shot which would injure American 
lives, and then the fact that after the communication of such warn- 
ing from this country to the contending factions the soldiers were 
not allowed to protect the American citizens on the line? 

Capt. WHEELER. Why, of course. I remember at Naco. Senator. 
after the time I have spoken of but while the same regiment was 
there, Col. Hatfield, reenforcement was sent of artillery and infan- 
try, so we had troops there at Naco to the number of two or three 
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thousand. Orders were sent across the line “if there is any more 
shooting into the town of Naco, the United States would act.” and 
we began to thik something would be done; they continued to fire 
over just the same, and nothing was done. The Mexicans called our 
hands every time, and got away with it. 

Senator Fatt. We made the bluffs and never backed them up! 

Capt. WHEELER. Bluffs. 

Senator FALL. And got the bluffs called every time and never 
made good? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes; but that was not the fault of the troops. 

Senator Far. No; the troops have made good whenever they were 
allowed an opportunity. Now, Captain, have you anything further 
to state? 

Capt. Wneeter. Why, Senator, there is one thing I might men- 
tion; it might not amount to anything. I am not a diplomat, and not 
any too highly educated, but I believe a great portion of us feel that 
the trouble existing along this line is due to a great extent to mis- 
understanding, and in some cases injustice; the Mexicans are not to 
blame in some cases. I call your attention to our extradition Jaws, 
for example. No matter what crime is committed in Sonora, the 
fugitives escape to this side and they are safe, unless they are kid- 
naped. That puts you in this position 

Senator Fatt. Now, why is that, Captain; there is an extradition 
treaty between the United States and Mexico? 

Capt. Wuerever. It isa faulty one. I have never known of a man 
having been extradited in all the vears I have been an officer, no 
matter what crime he is guilty of, from our side to theirs. although 
I have received many murderers from them for crimes committed 
on our side; but I personally have been compelled to release mur- 
derer after murderer that I apprehended after holding them 40 
days. They have even admitted to me in jail that they committed 
these crimes, that they expected to go free, and they did go free. 

Senator Fare. Why. in what respect is the treaty so defective that 
the Arizona courts, or Arizona border authorities— 

Capt. WHeerer. Technicalities. Sometimes our Government will 
claim that we are prevented from recognition of the Mexican Gov- 
ernment, or it is the contention that our Government does not wish 
to extend recognition. : 

Senator Farr. Has that been the case since the Mexican Govern- 
ment, or during the period when the Mexican Government was recog- 
nized by this Government ? 

Capt. WareeLer. It has been that way always since I have been on 
this border. T received from them some 15 or 20 men guilty of 
capital offenses on our side, some of them citizens and Mexicans. 
Gen. Calles apprehended a man, a Mexican citizen. that killed my 
deputy in Bisbee: he delivered that man to me at Agua Prieta, and 
he is now in the penitentiary. 

Senator Farn. I am glad to know that. 

Capt. Wuereter. Gen. Calles has been a man of that description, but 
here, when he has a cold-blooded murder committed, and the offender 
escapes over here, and I apprehend them, he asks me for them, I am 
up against it. I have to show the ingratitude of the people over 
here. or I must kidnap him and give them to him in the night time, 
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which naturally makes me guilty of the crime of turning him loose; 
that is just one instance. 

Senator Farr. Have you some particular instance in mind? 

Capt: WHEELER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fans. Now, in that instance was requisition made on the 
governor of Arizona for the return of those men ? 

Capt. WureLer. In some instances they were made, but the Mexi- 
cans know how it is useless, and they—no matter the criminal you 
apprehend for them, knowing it 1s useless they no longer attempt 
to get them. They remain in jail 40 days, you open the door and 
turn them out. The last man that I caught, the man that murdered 
two of Calles’ guard right opposite our soldiers, he got angry 
and shot them down in cold blood, came on our side. I caught him, 
put him in jail in Tombstone; they made every effort, I was in- 
formed, to legally extradite that man; when the 40 days were up I 
was compelled to turn him loose. 

Senator Farr. I would like to go a little further with that case. 
You say he made every effort; didl he make requisition upon the pro- 
per authorities. Of course, you understand in extraditions, it can 
not be left to the discrimination of the sheriff or peace officers along 
the border. As you say Calles sent the extradition in in the case 
vou mentioned, as governor of the State? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes, sir: governor general. 

Senator Farr. Did Mr. Calles make an effort to secure the extra- 
tition of this man from the governor of this State? 

Capt. Wueeter. I will say that they informed me they had taken 
every legal step; of course, I don’t know what goes on between the 
authorities. 

Senator Farr. Who was the governor at that. time of this State? 

Capt. WHEELER. I believe Gov. Hunt. Gov. Hunt was.. 

Senator Fart, All you know was that vou held the man for 40 
davs under the terms of the treaty and was compelled to turn him 
loose? 

Capt. WHEELER. Repeatedly. 

Senator Fat. I have reference to this ene instance. 

Capt. WHEELER. This is one instance; yes, sir. 

Senator Fatt. You had no intimation from the governor of the 
State that he was considering the case, or that the courts were lenient 
with him? 

Capt. WHEELER. No. 

Senator Farr. Was a writ of habeas corpus sued out by counsel for 
the prisoner in either of these cases? 

Capt. WueeLer. They would have done so had I retained posses- 
sion of the men longer than 40 days; they were ready to do so; of 
course, [ could not do that. 

Senator Farr. But they did not appeal to the courts of Arizona 
during the 40 days? 

Capt. WHEELER. No. 

Senator Farr. They could have done so? 

Capt. WHEELER. Yes: they could have done so; that is, the lawyers 
for the defense. 

Senator FALL. Yes. 

Capt. WHEELER. No; no action was taken. 
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Senator Farr. They did not suspend the writ of habeas corpus in 
the United States—have not done so since the close of the Civil War. 
so the courts were always open to the citizens of Arizona who con- 
sidered themselves illegally detained. 

Capt. WHEELER. Well, these Mexicans, they are safe when they 
come over the line; they don’t worry. 

Senator Farr. Their counsel. or at least one of them, had counsel. 
and the counsel informed you he had pursued every legal method. 
You had not been called upon to bring him in court? 

Capt. WHEELER. Oh, I am speaking of the Mexican Government: 
it had taken all steps to secure extradition. 

Senator Fart. They did not attempt to secure counsel on this side? 

Capt. WHEELER. No, sir. 

Senator Fann. Well, they formerly did. The Mexican consuls 
along the border formerly obtained or secured counsel in other States 
and ‘Territories and took steps to secure the extradition and return 
of parties charged with an offense against the law. 

Capt. WrereLer. I have never known of a man to be extradited 
from my country, and I have had quite a few. 

Senator Fanti. In my State, not long ago, I took an appeal from 
the court to the governor, and department at Washington, the Sec- 
retary of State, in an extradition matter: I fought it through the 
courts, and through the executive department, and to the National 
Government at Washington: the Mexican consul had an array of 
opposing counsel, employed by the Government of Mexico; they 
represented that Government, both in the courts, before the legal 
authorities, before the governor of New Mexico, and before the Sec- 
retary of State of the Umited States. 

Capt. Waeerer. I don't think, Senator, that vou will find a case 
in any county in this State where a man has been extradited for any 
crime he committed in Mexico. Tt is a haven of refuge for every 
cold-blooded murderer in Mexico: if he gets to that line he is safe, 
unless he is kidnaped. 

Senator Faun. Are you confining vour evidence to the period 
when there was a recognized Government in Mexico? There was an 
interim when there was no Government recognized in Mexico, and 
during that interim cases may have arisen such as von have referred 
to, but we have an extradition treaty which is vet in force, and I 
personally know of various instances in which it has been appealed 
to bv both countries. 

Capt. Wreever. Isn't it part of the treaty that the matter may be 
taken up with the governors of the adjoining States? 

Senator Fann. Yes: they have jurisdiction, The governors of the 
border States. under the treaty, both in Mexico and the United 
States and Mexico. have jurisdiction in extradition proceedings. 
The Territories had original jurisdiction subject to an appeal to 
‘the department at Washington, but the States have original juris- 
diction, and the governor can refuse, in his discretion, any extradi- 
tion. 

Capt. Wueerer. Another illustration I have to offer you, A case 
of where four or five Mexicans. concocted a scheme in Douglas to 


rob—— ; 
Senator Fane. You refer to the THnuerta-Leyva case? 
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Capt. Wureter. Yes; and they did rob a major and four officials 
of the Mexican Government while these officials were engaged in a 
lawful execution of their office. They returned to this side and it 
was not long before our officers found out who ney were. Some 
were placed in jail and were immediately gotten out by the lawyers 
there on uncontested habeas corpus. Every one now was guilty of 
this cold-blooded murder, and I saw $3,000 gold dug up at Huerta S 
hack door: I was with the police when they dug it up, with a spade, 
In money sacks, and some one kidnaped Huerta and one or two 

others and drove them across the line. I am glad I don’t know who. 
did it, but it was done. Now, those things are not caleulated—— 

Senator Farı. They were immediately hung at night without 
trial? . | 

Capt. WureLer. Hung at night or day, I don’t know which. 

Senator Fant. You never heard any of the circumstances ¢ 

Capt. WHerLeR. No, sir; I heard that they had confessed to their 
guilt, however, all but this man Huerta. Í found the money dug 
up at his back door. That is just one illustration. 

Senator Farr. It has been reported to some of the departments of 
this Government, and it is in evidence before this committee, I am 
sure, that Huerta was guarded on this side of the line by Mexican 
soldiers, Was that true, Captain? 

Capt. Wueetrr. I can not say as to that. 

Senator Farr. It was reported that Mexican soldiers were allowed 
to come across the line into Douglas and guarded the house of this 
man Huerta; that those guards were allowed to be changed, and it 
nas been reported that the question arose later as to whether those 
men were in the uniform of the Mexican Army, those guards, and, 

believe, agreed upon by the parties that they were in about as 
much uniform as the other soldiers in the Mexican Army were. Do 
you know whether those facts are correct? 

Capt. Wueter. No, sir; I was there Sunday. I was still an 
officer in the Army at that time, and could not take an active part in 
this matter, and did not, but my old training led me to go with other 
officers and form my own opinion. That day one of the officials of 
the town of Agua Prieta was in the company of the police: he had 
gotten information from some one they captured on the other side 
that this money was buried in this ‘ard. and came over and we 
found it. There were, what appeared to me at that time, Mexican 
policemen, I think they were, dressed in civilian clothes, standing 
outside of the yard in the street. 

Senator FaLr. That is on the American side? 

Capt. Wurrrer. On the American side. Beyond that I dont 
know anything of it. I returned to Tombstone and went directly 
to Nogales where I was stationed. l 

Senator Fart. Do you know whether the arrest of this man 
uea had been made prior to the time that you saw this gold dug 
ip? ; 

Capt. Warrier. I believe he was arrested; yes, sir. 

Senator Farı. By the authorities? 

‘apt. WHeever. On a warrant in Douglas, I don’t know though. 
Senator Fart. Do you know whether an application for a warrant 

Was ever made? 
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Capt. Waeerrr. I believe there was. I think I was told there 
Was one made. 

_ Senator Farr. I have been informed, or the committee has been 
informed by witnesses, that search of the record disclosed the fact 
that no complaint could be found on the records. 

Capt. WHretrr. We had one man in Tombstone for a long time. 
There must have been a warrant in his case; his case was tried and 
he was gotten out by a lawyer named Doane. 

Senator Fant. Was he one of the men hung? 

Capt. WHEELER. No, sir; he is at liberty now in Cahfornia, 
. although he was probably one of the instigators. 

Senator Farr. You don’t know, then, that there was no requisition 
made upon the governor or any attempt made to appeal to the civil 
authorities to see that the ordinary course of the law was pursued in 
an attempt to secure the delivery of those people to the other side? 

Capt. WHEELER. Now, we are getting at it. the facts in all these 
previous years. every attempt that I ever had any information of 
through our officials | 

Senator Farr. What previous years do you know of? 

Capt. WHEELER. I was ranger nearly six years there; I was sheriff 
six vears; I may say. during that time I don’t remember one single 
instance of lawful extradition. 

Senator Farr. Do yon refer now to any period prior to 1910 or 
1911? 

Capt. WierrLer, Yes. sir: I refer to times dating back to at least 
1903, 

Senator Fatt. Have vou in mind any instance when an attempt 
was made in trying to secure the extradition of any fugitive from 
justice from Mexico in 1910 or 1911, when such an attempt failed! 
© Capt. WHEELER. Tecan not remember any specific case, instance, of 
their attempting. because, as I have stated before, the officials did 
not know of what steps were being made by higher officials. We 
merely did our duty as officers to place these men in custody: of 
course, We Were not always aware of what steps were being taken. 
We merely have a remembrance of arresting numerous criminals and 
having to turn them loose. 

Senator Fars. You know, of course, we have Jaws—supposed to 
have Jaws—and have courts to enforce them. and representatives 
supposed to enforce the law. and juries, and that you must proceed 
according to the regular course of the law, unless you are excusable 
in some specific instance by force of circumstances in pursuing some 
other course than that legally laid down. For instance—for ex- 
ample, in the matter of the deportation at. Bisbee you appealed to 
the law: you appealed to the authorities for assistance in handling 
the conditions there, which required strenuous action, in your judg- 
ment, in view of the failure of the authorities to extend you suc 
assistance as you thought the case demanded, you considered | Nal 
self justified, and considered—and your course has been eats 
justified by many thoroughly law-abiding citizens, not only of this 
State but. of others, but in the ordinary course of an extradition ae 
ceeding such action, or action outside of the law, ought i > 
be necessary, should it? That does not involve the peace of a 
entire community; that is a specific case. Now, the law lays down 
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rocedure which should be followed; you, of course, believe that the 
fi should be followed ? 

Capt. WHEELER. I do. ae 

Senator Farı. Now, in the event of the failure in that specific 1n- 
stance, or in the event, on account of the acuteness or activity of 
counsel for the defense, if the defendant or the prisoner 1s released, 
you don't think that justifies arbitrary action by citizens of another 
country, do you $ 

Capt. Werner. Well, now, I will put it to you this way: The 
safety of our own citizens on islolated ranches depends, as you know, 
upon the certainty of punishment, for any outrages perpetrated upon 
them, and in nearly every instance in the old days when crime was 
rampant here, the culprit would make for the international border, 
and frequently—well, 9 times out of 10 would beat the officers to the 
line: therefore your only hope of punishing them was through the 
oficers on the other side; when they responded in good faith, made - 
every effort to apprehend these people, which they invariably did in 
those days and returned them to you for punishment, and then when 
the occasion was reversed, and they suffered depredations, and you 
failed, it became a matter of time when they ceased to interest them- 
selves in those committing depredations over here escaping into their 
territory, and in a measure, our officers, in every instance, where they 
have illegally delivered culprits to the other side, I am certain was 
done in the hope that when the occasion demanded they would be 
able to apprehend and bring back for trial those who committed 
depredations against their own laws. I regret very much that this 
state should exist. You understand what I mean, don’t you? 

Senator Farr. Yes: I think I follow you, but I don’t understand 
that the governor of this State—I regret to think that the governor 
of this State, upon a proper case presented to them would allow the 
time to expire under the treaty or would refuse to deliver a culprit 
to the State seeking or demanding his extradition. 

Senator Smıru. Captain, do you know of your own personal 
knowledge of any criminal coming to the United States from Mexico 
being refused delivery to Mexico on a requisition properly made bv 
the legal authorities of Mexico on us or our authorities? l 

Capt. WHEELER. Why, Senator, as I before stated, I was given to 
understand by the Mexican authorities that representations had been 


made to obtain the extradition for various criminals, yet I don’t 
ow. 

Senator Suir. You don’t know of any case exactly as I have 
stated this, presumably where the authorities of Mexico have made 
out a proper demand for the extradition of a prisoner guilty of a 
crime in Mexico, or our refusal on proper demand to return the 
iene do you personally know that such a procedure has ever 

n had and the prisoner allowed to remain in jail 40 days? 

Capt. WHEELER. Only what I have been told. 

Senator Smrru. Do you personally know? | 

Capt. Wueerer. No; I could not personally know unless: —— 

Senator Surry, Unless you saw the papers and talked to the 
governors of both States, and they admitted what had been—— , 

apt. Wuerer. This may throw light on what I mean; this 1s 
from Gov. Hunt. to me: l 


PHOENIX, ARIZ., April 7— 
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Senator Fatt. What year? 

Capt. Wueerer. I don't know; it is not here. 
Capt. Harry C. WHEELER, 

Sheriff Cochise County, Naco, Ariz.: 

Since receiving your telegram of this morning I have been in communi- 
cation with Maj. Geo, W. Read, of the Federal troops stationed at Naco, and 
have been informed by him that due notice of attack has been assured by the 
leaders of the Constitutionalists about to besiege Naco, Sonora, Mexico. Maj. 
. Read has expressed confidence also of the ability of the United States troops 
to secure proper protection for American citizens residing in and near Naco, 
Ariz, I would suggest, therefore, that you get in touch with Maj. Read with 
a view to Keeping informed on the progress of events affecting the safety of 
American citizens and cooperating for their protection so far as may become 
expedient. I appreciate your prompt action in this matter and would willingly 
address the governor of Sonora in my official capacity, as you request, were 
it not for the fact that international relations between the United States and 
Mexico at this time are such that I should not in my opinion, advisedly ex- 
tend official recognition to the representatives of either the Huerta régime 
or the Constitutionalists. Should the situation in Naco be altered materially 
I would appreciate receiving telegraphic advices thereof from you. 

Gro. W. P. HUNT, 
Governor of Arizona. 

Senator Farr. What was the date of that? 

Capt. WHEELER. No year. That was at the time—it must have 
been 1913. 

Senator Fart, That was subsequent to February, 1913, and prior 
to November, 1915. Between those dates’ 

Capt. WnerererR. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farn. And when there was no government recognized 
in Mexico, and when the action of the governor of Arizona in his 
official capacity might have been construed by the National Govern- 
ment of the United States, or by some foreign Government, or by 
Mexican Government as a recognition by the United States authori- 
ties in control of a supposed State government in Sonora, and 
cause international complications of a serious character. You will 
recollect that on August 27, 1913, the President of the United States 
addressed to Congress a communication in which he stated that 
there was no recognized government in Mexico, and that he did not 
change the status as he, and he alone, had the right to do, between 
the States of the United States and the States of Mexico, so-called 
Republie, until subsequent to October 9. 1915. 

Capt. WirkeLter. Would that have any bearing upon the consti- 
tuted authorities of a State? 

Senator Fart. Oh, yes; the constituted authorities of this State of 
Arizona have no right to enter into any relations with any foreign 
Government, until the latter has been recognized by the Central Gov- 
ernment: that is, the administration of the United States. 

Capt. Wrereter. He designated the governor of Sonora? 

Senator Farr. Ie may have made a mistake in that designation, 
but he would have made a very much graver mistake had he recog- 
nized the official government of Sonora. 

Capt. Wurever. Here is a little telegram right on that other 10- 
stance: he evidently returned and found my wire to him, asking for 
aid, then I wired him again not to send troops on account of fric- 
tion. : 

Senator Farr. Yes; that was after you had had a conversation with 
Col. Hatfield, and Hatfield had told vou he could not permit the State 


troops to interfere with the fight between the factions. 
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Capt. WHEELER. This telegram reads: 


PHOENIX, ARIZ., October 13. 
Capt. Harry C. WHEELER, 
Sheriff Cochise County, Naco, Ariz.: 


On my arrival here this morning I find your telegram of last evening await- 
ing me. Acting on telegraphic protest from citizens of Naco, I wired the Secre- 
tary of State last Sunday night urging him in the strongest terms to afford 
additional protection and to notify me immediately of any steps tuken to 
protect Naco citizens and property. 

The Secretary of State in his answer, which was received last evening, ad- 
vised me that my telegram had been referred to the War Department for neces- 
sary action. From the War Department directly I have received no definite 
advices. but am sending another urgent wire this morning conveying the in- 
formation that such companies of Arizona militia as can be immediately 
utilized for protection of Naco's citizens have been directed to prepare for trans- 
portation to Naco at once in the event that no adequate measures are adopted 
authorizing Federal troops along Arizona’s border to pursue a Vigorous policy 
of protection for Americans. Capt. Seely of Company K, at Tucson, has been 
ordered to have his company in readiness for transportation to Naco at any 
lime and has been directed to take the next train to the scene of the trouble 
and remain there in cooperation with you until the adjutant general, who 
returns this evening, ean relieve him. The two Phoenix companies of militia also 
are being ordered to prepare for transportation. Similar orders will be issued 
to other available companies during the day. While, as you und the citizens 
of Naco will realize. the ability of the militia to afford additional protection 
will depend to a great extent upon the War Department's attitude, I am deter- 
mined, in the absence of any definite assurances from the Secretary of War, 
to use the National Guard so far as the Federal troops at Naco will permit me 
to do so in protecting life nnd property in that city. 

(ko. W. P. HUNT, 
Governor of Arizona. 

Senator Farr. Have you anything further to say? 

Capt. WHEELER. The fact that we believed that the Mexicans had 
armed was one fact that led to their deportation. Another was that 
we found out we could not depend upon the representatives of the 
Federal Government there, so one night. in the presence of several 
good American witnesses, a man, said to be a Russian, made this re- 
mark: “That the I. W. W.’s have destroved the Russian Government, 
and will destroy this one.” Well, I arrested that man and turned 
him over to a deputy, and in turn delivered him to the United States 
deputy marshal, who is at present sheriff of Cochise County. In a 
few days he was walking the streets again, a free man. Now, when 
the Federal commission arrived, A. E. Embree, the I. W. W. leader, 
who first officially notified me of the pending trouble in Bisbee, and 
who was deported with the rest, subsequently returned and was ar- 
rested by me on the charge of inciting a riot, and was held at Tomb- 
stone, 30 miles from Bisbee. Embree made a request of me that he 
be permitted to appear before the Federal commission. I took him to 
Bisbee and made request. of the commission that Embree be allowed 
to appear before them, without result. The wife of Embree made 
similar request then upon the comniission that her husband be allowed 
to testify, without result. I held the man in Bisbee two days; seeing 
that the commission would not permit this man to appear before it, 
I returned him to Tombstone. We understand that the commission 
in its report stated that it found no evidence of T. W. W. in that dis- 
trict. This is not surprising when they refused to permit evidence 
of that nature to be brought before them. 

(The committee then at 6.30 o'clock p. m. Sunday, March 7, 1920, 
adjourned to meet at the call of the chairman. ) | 
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TUESDAY, MARCH 9, 1920. 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON Forties RELATIONS, 
Tucson, Ariz. 

The subcommittee met pursuant to the call of the chairman, at 
2.30 o'clock, p. m., in the Santa Rita Hotel, Tucson, Ariz., Senator 
A. B. Fall, presiding. 

Present: Senators A. B. Fall and Marcus A. Smith, and Dan 
M. Jackson, Esq., clerk of the subcommittee. 


TESTIMONY OF MR. H. J. KARNS. 


(The witness was sworn by Dan M. Jackson, Esq., clerk of the 
subcommittee, duly authorized thereto.) 

Senator Farr. Of what State are you a native, Mr. Karns? 

Mr. Karns. New York State; born there. 

Senator Fatt. Where do you reside? 

Mr. Karns. Nogales, Ariz. 

Senator Farr. How long have you resided in Nogales? 

Mr. Karns. Since 1907. 7 

Senator Fatt. How long have you resided in the Southwestern 
country ? 

Mr. Karns. That same year. 

Senator Fatt. What is your business? 

Mr. Karns. Exportation mostly into Mexico, automobile, imple- 
ments, automobile accessories, hardware, and some other commodi- 
ties. 

Senator Far. Do you speak Spanish? 

Mr. Karns. I do. 

Senator Farr. Do you go into Mexico, yourself? 

Mr. Karns. Yes, sir. 

Senator Faun. You meet there Americans as well as Mexicans? 

Mr. Karn. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fatt. What has been, up to within the last vear or two 
conditions in Mexico in reference to disturbances, violence, and the 
safety of lives and property among the Americans residing or doing 
business there ? l 

Mr. Karns. As far as ourselves, our employees, and branch houses 
are concerned we have never experienced any difficulty whatever in 
carrying on commercial relations with Mexico. We have been oper- 
ating during all the revolutionary periods, and at times we were 
shut out ourselves from—never forbidden but we thought it wise 
at times not to go down there, particularly when battles were go- 
ing on in the neighborhood of the border or close to the border. As 
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soon us one faction was in power we immediately resumed com- 
mercial relations. 

Senator Farr. Do you know of any Americans there that experi- 
enced any other or different treatment ‘from that which you re- 
ceived? 

Mr. Karns. Only through hearsay, not of my personal knowl- 
edge. 

Senator Far. How often during the years—from the years 1911 
or 1912 until within the last two years has business been closed, from 
time to time? 

Mr. Karns. Just during the time the factions—possibly two or 
three times it was closed up for a few days’ time, week, or 10 days. 

Senator Farr. How many conflicts, if any, have there been be- 
tween Americans or American soldiers on this side, and Mexicans, 
representatives of one or another faction on the other side, since you 
have been there ? | 

Mr. Karns. Two that I remember distinctly, in Nogales. 

Senator Farr. Upon how many occasions have there been con- 
flicts in or around Nogales between factions of the Mexicans them- 
selves, which have injured life- or property of Americans on this 
side, if any? 

Mr. Karns. Only one fight among themselves alone without our 
entering into the fight, three occasions altogether where we were a 
party to it. 

Senator Farr. Aside from these conflicts occurring immediately at 
the border, there have been various occasions upon which the fac- 
tions have interrupted traffic on the railroad south of the border, 
have there not? 

Mr. Karys. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. There has heen fighting at Guaymas, has there not? 

Mr. Karns. Yes, sir: also at Hermosillo and Mazatlan. 

Senator Fart. During those occasions traflie was interrupted? 

Mr. Karns. Such houses as our own did not attempt to send any 
agents out or exports, until one faction or another was in power, or 
controlled the railroad. | 

Senator Farr. How long since the railroad running from Nogales 
to Guaymas has been in the hands of its owners and operated by 
them, do you know ¢ 

Mr. Karns. I don't just remember now; it has been two vears, 
possibly three. l 

Senator Farr. Prior to that. for some period of time, it was in the 
hands of one or the other Mexican faction? | 

Mr. Karns. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. Attempted to be operated by them ? 

Mr. Karns. Not in all cases operated by the factions, after awhile 
operated by one contending: faction, but at another time operated 
by Southern Pacific of Mexico officials. 

“Senator Farr. Your experience, particularly in the last two or 
three vears with the local authorities in the State, has been pleasant, 
I presnime ? 

Mr. Karns. Absolutely pleasant in every respect. 

Senator Farr. Without any friction? 

Mr. Karns. None whatever. I may say we operate a large branch 


store at Hermosillo, had it down there two vears: we had other 


nm Ő Mo 
pn 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 1901 


agencies as far south as Mazatlan, and we have never been disturbed 
inany way. We always try to comply with their laws. 

Senator Farr. Are you operating a store in Hermosillo now ? 

Mr. Karys. Yes, sir. 
< Senator Faun. Are there any other troops there other than state 
troops or national troops? 

Mr. Karns. None whatever. 

Senator Farr. Information has been conveyed to us that the 
Yaquis have been attempting to make a treaty or agreement of some 
kind with the Mexican officials, and one band of Ya aquis under arms 
is in the capita] city of Sonora, that is, Hermosillo, at this time. 

Mr. Karys. I don’t think that is a fact, sir. There was an armed 
band 30 days ago when we came in, that was resting on their arms 
at a place called Corral, near Hermosillo. I have not been down 
there since, but T was given to understand from es coming up, 
at Corral, as well as my representative, that the Yaqui situation is 
clearing very fast, and that the Yaquis are being moved to a placc 
in Sinaloa on a reservation: that, however, I can not verify. 

Senator Fans. Was it your iaformation that this was the result of 
any agreement reached between the Yaquis and Mexican author- 
ities? 

Mr. Karns. That is my understanding. 

Senator Farr. Then the Yaquis are no longer camped along the 
road in any numbers? 

Mr. Karys. Not that I have heard of for several days. 

Senator Farr. They moved after the recent trade excursion from 
Nogales south ? 

Mr. Karns. Yes, sir; I have been given to understand they sur- 
rendered most of their. arms. I don’t believe there was any armed 
band in Hermosillo under neutrality, if there was I did not know it. 

Senator Farr. Do you think you would know it? I don’t want 
to be insistent, but I want to know what the character of your infor- 
mation is? You are doing business there? 

Mr. Karns, Yes, sir; extensively. 

Senator Faun. You think vou would have known it if they had 
been there? 

Mr. Karns. Yes. sir. 

Senator FALL. There is reference almost constantly made to the 
Bronco Indian or Y: aqui, what do they mean by the term “ bronco?” 

Mr. Karns. Wild. 

Senator Fann. Are all the Yaqui Indians Bronco Indians or not? 

Mr. Karns. They are not. 

Senator Fart. Who are the soldiers in the Mexican Army in the 
State of Sonora? 

Mr. Karns. Why, of Indian origin—possibly Yaquis or possibly 
Mavos—I have been given to understond mostly Mayos. 

Senator Faun. You understand mostly Mayos. What is the 
difference between the Mayos and Yaquis a 

Mr. Karns. They come from a diferent part of the country. 

Senator Farr. Of the same general tribe, are they not? 

Mr. Karns. No; I would not say that. I have never made a study 
between the Indians, but there is as much distinction as between 
our Papagoes and Yumas. 
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Senator Fart. How are soldiers now in the State of Sonora re- 
cruited; do vou know? 

Mr. Karns. I don’t know, but I think volunteers. 

Senator Fart. Then you think Yaqui Indians, or Mayo Indians 
volunteering in Carranza’s army are efficient soldiers, and would 
fight Indians of their same blood that might be opposed to the 
Government ? 

Mr. Karns. I am not in a position to answer that question, but 
we have seen Indians in the United States used to quell other Indian 
disturbances, and they could be depended upon. The same thing 
might apply there; it might be part of these Yaquis could be 
depended upon, and part could not. I don’t think myself it is the 
very best policy, although not knowing there loyalty I would not 
want to state. 

Senator Farr. Just the idea in my mind, as a member of the com- 
mittee. I have some little familiarity with the American Indians, 
to whom you have just referred, as well as the Indians of Mexico. 
Some Indians in Mexico might be excellent. soldiers, but they might 
not at all times want to fight their blood brothers. 

Mr. Karns. That is very true. 

Senator Faur. For that reason I was asking you, from your fa- 
miliarity with that country there, if you had anv opinion on the sub- 
ject. Do you know what the course of the Mexican officials generally 
has been, aside from that of the State authorities, with the Ameri- 
cans during the last two or three vears; has it been of a friendly 
character? | 

Mr. Karns. Absolutely so. With most of the Americans I know 
personally operating there T have heard no complaint of any incon- 
venience being put upon Americans by Federal troops. l 

Senator Fari. How are the collectors and consuls of Mexico in 
their intercourse with Americans. always pleasant ? i 

Mr. Karns, Alwavs been very pleasant, particularly in the last 
four or five vears. There have been times when Mexican consuls. 
Whether they were recognized or not. at Nogales, Ariz., have not 
been most. friendly inclined; in those cases we have taken *it upon 
ourselves to try and have them removed, and in some cases have been 
successful. 

Senator Farr. Can you remember any particular instance where 
the Americans tried to have a consul removed there? 

Mr. Karys. Yes, sir: I can not remember the exact vear or date, 
but there was a consul there by the name of Padriz: he was not liked 
bv the Americans, and the Americans took the matter up with Gen. 
Obregon, and Gen. Obregon succeeded in having him removed, and 
removed very quick. 

Senator Fare. What was the particular reason, if any, that the 
Americans had for objecting to the presence of Mr. Padriz? 

Mr. Karns. By his attitude and his defiance and his declaration 
of immunitv—vou might savy egotism—and from the fact that he 
was accused of being a participant to the stealing of an automobile. 
or of acquiring one on the American side and taking it to the 
Mexican side: although he denied all knowledge of it, vet the Ameri- 
‘ans thought he was a participant. And another time a letter was 
found on a Mexican killed in Nogales, Ariz., by an American, and 
that letter was supposed to have been written by this Consul Padriz 
upon American soil, and the Americans took exception to the con- 
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tents of that letter and brought it to the attention of Gen. Obregon, 
and Gen. Obregon removed him or had him removed. 

ule Fatt. In what capacity was Gen. Obregon in office at that | 
time? 

Mr. Karys. I think he was general; I don't remember, but I think 
he was yet general of the Mexican Army. He was visiting Nogales, 
although he may possibly have been in the Carranza cabinet at that 
time. I would not say for sure. 

Senator Fay. It was about that time? 

Mr. Karns. Yes; he was in or close to Nogales at that time. I 
know Gen. Obregon appeared in Douglas or Nogales very shortly 
after the theft of the automobile from the American side, and that 
he authorized the payment for the full payment of the value of the 
machine in American money and the incident was closed. 

Senator Farı. This instance you referred to where this letter was 
found upon some man, was that in connection with the kidnaping 
of aman by the name of Simpson? 

Mr. Karns. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fart. Where was Simpson kidnaped from and by whom, 
do you know? 

Mr. Karns. I don’t know who kidnaped him, but he was kid- 
naped some place in the district around Sahuarito, south of Sanford. 

Senator Fat. What was the purpose of his being kidnaped? 

Mr. Karns. He was arrested, I understand, by the Mexican offi- 
cials and was held. 

Senator Fart. Was there any demand made for ransom? 

Mr. Karns. I understood that the Mexicans, these officials who 
were supposed to hold him, had made demand upon him for a ran- 
som. I was told that he had agreed with this captain to go to No- 
gales and get the ransom, and the captain came to Nogales with him, 
Nogales, Ariz. 

Senator Fatt. What occurred when they reached Nogales, Ariz. ? 

Mr. Karns. They were in Nogales, Ariz., a few hours when they 
started to walk across the railroad track, for what purpose I don’t 
just at this moment recollect; anyhow, when they were behind the 
electric-light plant and the Mexican was between Mr. Simpson and 
the electric-light plant Mr. Simpson killed him. 

Senator Farr. Upon whom was this letter supposed to be found 
from the Mexican consul ? 

Mr. Karns. Found on the dead body of this Mexican. 

Senator Farr. Did you read the letter—translate it ? 

Mr. Karns. Yes, sir; I read it both in Spanish and in English. 
I did not speak and read Spanish as fluently then as I do now. but 
the interpretation was made by people who did speak good Spanish. 

Senator Faru. It purported to be from this consul at that time? 

Mr. Karns. Yes, sir. 
= Senator Farr. What was the effect of it? I do not ask you to 
undertake to repeat it exactly. 

Mr. Karns. It seems that the Mexican consul was acquainted with 
the fact that Mr. Haas and Mr. Simpson were being held by this 
Mexican band, of which this Mexican who was supposed to be a 
captain—his name was Trigo—was in command, and the letter stated 
in substance if he was not in authority there to hold Haas and Simp- 
son and the fact that he should frighten them or threaten them 
with execution, but in any event hold them; and then the letter went 
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on further to state, making mention of one or two Mexicans they 
had captured around there, or arrested, that they were to be executed 
‘as an example to others of the same caliber. 

Senator Farr. This letter being found under the circumstances— 
this letter being discovered under the conditions you mentioned, 
naturally aroused the indignation of American citizens upon this 
side? 

Mr. Karns. It did; yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. And Gen. Obregon was notified, as I understand 
it, and through his efforts this consul was removed? 

"Mr. Karns. He w as; yes, sir: within a very few days, possibly two 
or three days, as I remember. 

Senator Farr. What became of the man: do vou know? 

Mr. Karys. I don’t know. However, I met him in Mexico— 
Hermosillo—within the last vear, or possibly two years. Time flies, 
I can not remember the exact time. 

Senator Farr. Is he in business there, do you know! 

Mr. Karys. I don’t think he is. 

Senator Farr. Do you know whether he has bee punished by 
the Mexican Government in any way for his activities? 

Mr. Karns. I don’t know; no, sir. 

Senator Farr. Gen. Obregon is generally recognized as friendly 
to the Americans? 

Mr. Karns. Yes, sir; in my estimation he is: yes, sir. 

Senator Fann. Of course, that is the general opinion held by the 
Americans so far as you know? 

Mr. Karns. Yes, sir; by the people in Nogales. I have never 
heard any person in Nog ales speak derogatory of him. : 

Senator Farr. He is also popular among the Mexicans of the State 
of Sonora and west coast generally? 

Mr. Karys. Verv much so. 

Senator Fans. Ie is one of the candidates at the coming election 
for President of Mexico? ' 

Mr. Karns. So I have been given to understand. 

Senator Fare. Business with the west coast of Mexico in all lines 
is very largely done through Nogales, and over the railroad south 
of there? 

Mr. Karns. Yes, sir: but there is a small amount that is shipped 
by boats new since the E suropean war, but to no great extent; most 
of it comes through the Port of Nogales. 

Senator Farr. By railroad ? 

Mr. Karns. By railroad. 

Senator Fare. Prior to the E uropean war, or prior to the rev olu- 
tionary disturbances, at any rate. in Mexico, a very large portion 
of the business was done by ‘boat 2 

Mr. Karns. T would not sav a large portion, but T think it was 
equally divided. 

Senator Farr. Have you any reason, from your knowledge of the 
conditions there, to apprehend any further violence or disorder along 
the west coast at any time in the near future ? 

Mr. Karns. No, sir: I do not. 

Senator Farn Do vou know where the present governor of Sonora 
is now, De la ITnerta ? 

Mr. Karns. Why. the last T heard he was in Hermosillo; he was @ 
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Senator Farr. Who is in miS command now in the State of 
Sonora, if you know? 

Mr. Karys. I can not possibly state that; I understood that Gen. 
Dieguez has come into the State of Sonora, whether he is coming 
for supreme in command or not I have not been notified. Prior to 
that time, up to a few months ago, Gen, Torres was in command. ] 
have been given to understand he has since been reheved and sent to 
some other part of the Republic and Gen. Ruiz had taken command. 

Senator Farr. Now, it is reported Gen. Dieguez has taken com- 
mand? 

Mr. Karys. Yes, sir; I think I can state that authentically. 

Senator Farr. Had you known Gen. Dieguez prior to his coming 
into Sonora recently ? 

Mr. Karns. I met Gen. Dieguez several years ago, had several 
conversations with him when he was in the Sonora campaign against 
Villa. Gen. Dieguez whipped Villa at Hermosillo. 

Senator Fann. Subsequent to that time Gen. Dieguez had been 
absent in other parts of the Republic? 

Mr. Karns. Yes: I did not know anything about him up to this 
time. 

Senator Fart. You know by general reputation he has not been 
in Sonora until very recently ? 

Mr. Karns. No; he has not been in Sonora until the last several 
weeks, 

Senator Farr. Gen. Obregon is not now in command of troops in 
Carranza’s Army? 

Mr. Karns. Not that I know of; E know positively he has not been 
since his last——— 

Senator Farr. Gen. Dieguez has been and is now in command of 
a brigade in Carranza’s army ? 

Mr. Karns. I would not say that I know that positively: but 
seeing it in the American papers, and from other sources, T have 
formed that opinion. 

Senator SMTH. How often has the railroad been put out of com- 
mission south of Nogales in the last five or six vears? 

Mr. Karys. Through revolutionary actions? 

Senator SmitH. I mean how often has it been out of commission 
so trains would not run; I do not speak of a particular number, 
but often or seldom? 

Mr. Karns. Why, the railroad traffic has been stopped several 
times in the last two years, but due to floods. 

Senator SMITH. I am not talking about natural conditions at all; 
how often, between Guaymas and Nogales, has it been put out of 
commission by men ? 

Mr. Karns. I understand: that is the reason I asked that ques- 
tion—revolutionary troubles. It has been out on several occasions 
but I can not state just the times or how long they were, Senator, 

Senator Smitu. What put them out of commission ? 

Mr. Karns. Burning of bridges. 

Senator Saaru. Who burned them? 

Mr. Karns. I don’t know. 

Senator Smrrn. How many miles of track were torn up on that 
railroad at any time? 

Mr. Karns. I don’t know. 
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Senator SmirrH. Was any of it torn up? 
Mr. Karns. I can not answer that, either. I never went into &- 

nora personally during any of those times when the railroad was 

not open. i ok, ee eA 

Senator SmirH. Do you know the amount of damage sustained by 
the railroad between those points by reason of burning bridges or 
otherwise destroying them, or interrupting the passage of trains 
across them? | ae 

Mr. Karns. I can not answer that question; I don’t know, Sena- 
tor, at all. I don’t think I ever discussed it with the railroad ofii- 
cials. I have conversations with them very often, but not along 
those lines. Bos 

Senator Smits. Then for the last five or six years, as you under- 
stand it. there has been, as you understand it, very slight interrup- 
tion of trafic by reason of any damage done to the railroad in the 
last five or six years? | a 6 

Mr. Karns. Very little, sir, in the last four or five years. 

Senator Smirn. Where does the railroad stop? —_, 

Mr. Karns. It ends at Acaponeta, in the State of Nayarit. 

Senator Smiru. Ias there been any work extending that railroad 
in the last five or six years? 

Mr. Karns. Yes, sir; they have been working periodically on the 
extension of the railroad. The railroad prior to the revolution was 
built and completed into the State of Tepic. At a very early part 
of the revolution they destroved the railroad. and they quit running 
trains any farther south than Acaponeta. In the last few months 
thev have built bridges across the San Diego River and are pushing 
the railroad south of Acaponeta, and haye already reopened the 
railroad. 

Senator Smiri. How far is that bridge from the present southern 
terminus of the road they are putting up there now? 

Mr. Karns. I don’t just know, but not very many miles. 

Senator Smirn. You are speaking of the Southern Pacific road 
in Mexico! 

Mr. Karns. Yes, sir. 

Senator Smm. Not the Mexican National road? 

Mr. Karns. There is no Mexican National road on the west coast 
at all. 

Senator Farr. All the different roads—the road from Nogales to 

Guaymas and Acaponeta, and from Agua Prieta to Nacozari, and 
from Mazatlan across to Guadalajara, and the road up the Yaqui 
River—are all private roads? 
Mr. Karns, Yes, sir; they are all private roads. There are a few 
more roads—the Kansas City & Orient, built from a little above 
Topolobampo to Fuerte. There is not a national road on the west 
coast that T know of. 

Senator Farr. Is the road to Topolobampo running now? 

Mr. Karns. Yes, sir; it has been running for a number of vears. 


TESTIMONY OF MRS. JULIA A. SCRIVNER. 


(The witness was sworn by Dan M. Jackson, Esq.. secretary of 
the subcommittee duly authorized thereto.) | 
. Senator Farr. Where do you live, Mrs. Scrivner? 

Mrs. Scrivyer. Tucson. 
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Senator Farr. You are a citizen of the United States, are you? 
Mrs. Scrivner. Yes, sir. | | ae 
Senator Faru. Where is your husband; is he living or dead? 

Mrs. Scrivner. He is dead. | PoR 

Senator Fatt. What was the cause of his death? 

Mrs. Scrivner. A Mexican shot him. 

Senator Farr. Where did this occur? 

Mrs, Scrivner. About a mile and a half on this side of the line. 

Senator Farr. In the State of Arizona? 

Mrs. Scrivner. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fatt. When was this? 

Mrs. Scrivner. Six years ago the 10th of this month. 

Senator Farr. Where was he, if you can identify the place? 

Mrs. Scrivner. He was at the mine, in a small store. 

Senator Fart. What was the name of the mine? 

Mrs. Scrivner.. Home Stake Production Co. 

Senator Faru. How far is that from Oro Blanco? 

Mrs. Scrivner. Eight miles. 

Senator Farr. How far is it from Ruby; you know where Ruby 
is! 

Mrs. Scrivner. Yes, sir; 4 miles. 

Senator Farr. What became of his murderers; do you know? 

Mrs. Scrivner. Went into Mexico. 

Senator Fant. Were they ever apprehended? 

Mrs, Scrivner. No, sir: I saw the sheriff at Nogales: he said there 
was no government in Mexico: they did not have anyone to go'to: 
nothing could be done about it. 

_ Senator Fart. What became of the property; do you still own it, 
the mine? 

Mrs. Scrivner Yes, sir: I own half of it, and my husband's heirs 
own the other half, but there is a sale now pending. I don’t know, 
since the last murder out there so close to the mine I think the com- 
pany will not take it up right now. 

. Senator Farr. Have there been other attempts made by yourself 
and other owners of the mine to dispose of it? 

Mrs. Scrivner. Yes: quite a number of attempts: but when they 
find out it is so close to the border, with no protection, they said no, 
they would not go there, too dangerous. 

Senator Farr. You say there is now a proposition for the dis- 
posal of the mine? 

Mrs. Scrivner. Yes. 

Senator Fatt, Do you object to stating the price you place upon it? 

Mrs, Scrivner. Fifty thousand. 

Senator Fart. What is the character of the metal you extract 
from it? | 

Mrs. Scrivner. Gold and silver; I will show you some of it. 

Senator Farr. This raw gold which you just exhibited to the com- 
B in this little bottle is the product from the rock from this 
mine 
_ Mrs. Scrivner. It is not in rock, it is in dirt. They take the dirt 
out, and let it dry, and then sift it out, sift it and cyanide it: they 
don’t always have to use the cyanide; they burn the quicksilver, 

Senator Farr. You fear now that this pending sale will not be put 
through because of the recent occurrence at Ruby. 4 miles from thera 
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Mrs. Scrivner. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. This recent occurrence you speak of, was the death 
of the two Frazer boys by violence? 

Mrs. Scrivner. Yes. sir: the two Frazer boys; I know of them. 

Senator FALL. At the hands of Mexicans? 

Mrs. Scrivner. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fare. Have you been able to keep workmen at work on 
the mine during the interval? 

Mrs. Scrivner. No, sir; have not been able to do that. 

Senator Fart. Why not? 

Mrs. Scrivner. Too dangerous. 

Senator Farr. Are there any American troops in this immediate 
vicinity ? 

Mrs. Scrivner. There are some at Arivaca. 

Senator FALL. Arivaca is 16 to 20 miles from there? | 

Mrs. Scrivner. Twenty miles, we always called it 20 miles from 
our mine; I don’t know exactly. 

Senator Farr. Are there any Mexican troops that you know of— 
you haven’t been there yourself? | 

Mrs. Scrivner. No, sir. 

Senator Fay. So you don’t know that any Mexican troops crossed 
the border ? 

Mrs. Scrivner. No, sir; never was any there that I knew of. If 
there was I did not know it. 

Senator Fart. Was the store robbed or property taken at the time 
of the murder of vour husband? 

Mrs. Scrivner, No; he was working the mine. He had some gold 
bullion: he had over $300 worth of this gold dust in bottles: they 
‘ame to rob the store of gold and money: they got the bullion but did 
not get all the gold: about $500 worth they did not get. 

Senator Fann. Did they attempt to make vour husband give up the 
gold or property before they killed him? 

Mrs. Scrivner. No: he was sitting at a table; they came in from 
that. side and shot him in the neck. l 

Senator Farr. Came in from behind? 

Mrs. Scrivner. Yes, sir: just stepped up to the window, shot him 
in the neck: shot him twice. 

Senator Farr. Did they leave immediately after thev killed him? 

Mrs. SCRIVNER. Well. they piled quite a lot of this stuff in the 
middle of the store and put oil on it and set it afire: but there was 
a Mexican man and his wife living close by; the husband had gone 
to give the alarm, and his wife watched the store: as soon as 
they went she ran right up and pnt the fire out: if it had not been 
for that it would have burned up: could not have helped it. 

Senator Fann. You live now in Tucson? 

Mrs. Scrivner. Yes, sir. I was not at the mines at the time. 

Senator Fare. Was it regarded as dangerous to be at the mine at 

the time? 

Mrs. Scrivner. No: not that I know of: there had never been any- 

thing done there before that. 

(The committee then, at 4 o'clock p. m.. adjourned to meet at the 

call of the chairman.) 
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SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON ForEloN RELATIONS, 
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Testimony taken at Washington, D. C., March 11, 1920, by Francis 
J. Kearful, Esq., in pursuance of an order of the subcommittee of 
the Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate. 


TESTIMONY OF WALLACE THOMPSON. 


(The witness was sworn by Mr. Kearful.) 

Mr. Kearrut, You may give your name to the reporter. 

Mr. Tuompson. Wallace Thompson. 

Mr. Kearrun. And vour residence? 

Mr. Tuompson. 55 West Forty-fourth Street, New York. 

Mr, KearrtL. You are an American citizen? 

Mr. THompson. Yes. 

Mr. Kearrut. Where were you born? 

Mr. Tuompson. Topeka, Kans. 

Mr. Kearrun. What is your occupation? 

Mr. Tuomrson. Writer. 

Mr, Kearrcn. What time have vou spent in Mexico? 

Mr. Tuompson. I was in Mexico for six vears prior to 1910. 

Mr. Kearrun. In what occupation were vou engaged there? 

Mr. Thompson. I was then connected with the Mexican Herald. 
I was news editor of that paper when I left Mexico in 1910, 

Mr. KearruL. When were you subsequently in Mexico? 

Mr. Toompson. I returned to Mexico in November of 1918. I went 
to the city of Monterrey, where I was American vice consul. 

Mr, Kesrrut. How long were you there? 

Mr. Toomeson. About three months. | 
Mr. Kearror. What were the conditions in Mexico during the 
time of Porfirio Diaz, when you were there, with reference to security 
for life and property and travel? : 

Mr. Toompson. During my connection with the Mexican Herald 
I traveled over most of the Repubhe of Mexico, by train, or boat. or 
horseback, and through all of that time I was absolutely unarmed. 
most of the time without an escort or even a guide, and was always 
as safe as I could be in any American community, always courte- 
ously received, given every protection and given permission to do 
whatever I wanted to do, without question, and with the assistance 
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of officials and individuals. I remember particularly that in some 
cities I did not even give my name. In one smal] town in the interior 
of the State of Tabasco I received a hotel bill addressed to me simply 
as “ Mister.” The Mexicans were always friendly and always inter- 
ested in the things I was interested in, and never offered me anything 
but. courtesy and assistance. 

Mr. Kearrvn. In vour work at that time did you come in contact 
with a good many Americans engaged in different interests through- 
out. Mexico’ 

Mr. Trowrsox, Yes. I naturally made it my business to see 
Americans wherever they were, and to discuss their business affairs, 
with the idea of writing articles for the Mexican Herald and other 
publications upon the affairs of Americans in Mexico. 

Mr. Kearren. What was the character of the Americans operat- 
ing in Mexico at that time? 

Mr. Trrompson. At that time they were universally of a very high 
type. many of them college men. Many of them on the plantations 
in the South, and all but a very few even in the interior parts were: 
genuine pioneers, though not of the rough type which is supposed 
to be the source of trouble between various nations. In other words, 
these were men who were there for business, rather than exploiting 
the people. 

Mr. KRearruc. Ts it true. as has been stated by Carranza propa- 
gandists and repeated by some high officials of this Government, that 
the Americans operating in Mexico were a class of speculators. 
engaged in exploiting the Mexicans under iniquitous concessions 
obtained from Mexico by fraud and graft’ 

Mr. Thompson, The class of Americans who were actually doing 
the work of developing Mexico was, as I have stated, of the very 
finest type of modern business pioneers. If there were any Ameri- 
cans of the exploiting and promoting class they were found around 
the hotels of Mexico City. and in number or proportion they were 
certainly no greater than the same type of men who hang around 
the Waldorf-Astoria in New York to-day. 

Mr. Wearevt. How about the Washington hotels? 

Mr. Tromesox, I do not know the Washington hotels as well, 
but I recognize the type here as being closely related to the Waldorf 
type. : 

Mr. Kearerun. On the whole, Americans operating in Mexico com- 
pare favorably with Americans engaged in business in this country! 

Mr. Thompson. They certainly do. I have never before, in that 
country or m Europe, found a higher type of average Americans 
engaged in development. | 

Mr. Kearrun. It is not true, then. as has also been stated. that the 
great source of trouble with Mexico was that a large number 0 
Americans were there because they could not live in the United 
States ¢ 

Mr. ‘Trrompesox. My experience with the Americans in Mexico. 
would lead me to say that the number of men living in Mexico who 
eould not live in the United States was so small as to be al:solutely 
negligible. I know one man in Mexico whom I knew to have had 
trouble in the United who was living there and working for one 0 
the great American companies at a good salary and living with his 
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wife in the simplest way. They lived in Mexico about 15 years, 
during which time this man saved, I think, about $40.000, which had 
been advanced to him for exploring and other work in Alaska many 
years ago. and which he had lost and considered a loan of honor. 
When he had raised his $40,000 and paid off his debt he told his 
friends why he had been quiet and why they had not known more 
of his life at home, and returned to his former residence in Nevada. 

Mr. Kearro,. That individual was not the source of any trouble 
between the United States and Mexico, was he? 

Mr. Toompson. He was certainly the source of no trouble what- 
ever, and owing to the fact that he was naturally a successful man, 
he came to Mexico and devoted himself to industry and the up- 
building of the country, through his support of the broad policies 
of the great corporation for which he worked. I may say that this 
man Was the only one I ever knew in Mexico, although I knew Inm- 
dreds of Americans with considerable enterprise, who was known 
there by a name other than his own and, as I sav. before his return 
to the United States he told us all what his real name was and 
laughingly apologized for the fear which he had felt at the time he 
came and which had induced him to commit the error of attempting 
to shield himself from an imaginary wrong. There was a standing 
joke in Mexico regarding the Americans who came down there and 
changed their names, but the Americans in Mexico who had lived 
there the longest were always aware that it was a joke, and were 
probably more chagrined than anyone else at the seriousness with 
Which that joke had been taken by the critics of the régime under 
Which they were living in Mexico. 

Mr. Kearrvn, During the time of Porfirio Diaz did you have 
occasion to observe as to whether or not there were glowing re- 
ports issued in this country with reference to opportunities in Mexico 
fur American citizens to go there and invest their capital and en- 
terprise? 

Mr. Tuompson. Previous to my going to Mexico I was for one 
year in charge, as personal representative, of a magazine called 
Modern Mexico, published in New York by Paul Hudson, the gen- 
eral manager of the Mexican Herald. That magazine was an en- 
thusiastic booster of Mexico, but in its editorial columns and in the 
articles it published it was always absolutely conservative and in- 
telligent. Its advertising columns were often bought by American 
companies and promoters who desired to sell stock in mining or agri- 
cultural companies in Mexico to Americans. One of our difficulties 
was in being sure these were legitimate concerns, and I may say 
that, as far as the legitimacy was concerned, the question was never 
Whether the property could be developed in Mexico, or whether the 
fexican company could do the things that they promised, or indeed, 
whether the plan was to exploit Mexico. Wherever there was a 
positive wrong in the advertisement, it always resulted in our ex- 
cluding it from our pages. It was on the same basis that adver- 
tising of the wild-cat Texas oil companies of to-day has to be ex- 
cluded from legitimate American publications. 

Mr. Kearruv. Any wrongs resulting from improper operations by 
American companies would be visited upon their stockholders in 
this country, would they not, and not upon Mexico? 
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Mr. Tuomesox. Absolutely. That is the point which I wish to 
make. If there were ever any wrongs in connection with the Ameri- 
can companies which operated in Mexico, it was absolutely a wrong 
to the American investor, a wrong which we all know too well in 
our own experience to exist with the companies which operate within 
a few miles of the center of population of the United States. 

Mr. Kearrun. Another point I wished to bring out was as to the 
American citizens, who invested their capital and enterprise in the 
development of Mexico during the time of Porfirio Diaz. with the 
sanction of the Mexican Government and this Government. 

Mr. Tuomerson. My study of the Diaz régime in Mexico led me to 
a realization that Gen. Diaz's plan for the upbuilding of a modern 
system in Mexico was based upon a behef in the importance of es- 
tablishing a maternal foundation for the creation of a great modern 
civilization. That. I think. is aboslutely correct, and T think that all 
Americans who watched his Government at first hand will agree 
without dissent. Tf there was any wrong in his policy it was because 
there was too little emphasis upon the social side, rather than too 
much on the material side. Gen. Diaz enconraged American invest- 
ments, but not by giving them great tracts of Government land-- 
heeause there was no Government land worth having at that time. 
Iis so-called concessions were merely franchises for operation, some- 
times giving exclusive privileges, and those were just the same as 
where an American city would give an exclusive privilege to a light- 
ing company to erect an electric plant. because otherwise they would 
not be able to guarantee the investors. As has been stated in the 
testimony before the committee many times, the only privileges ever 
granted to any company that I have ever heard of were exemptions 
from various forms of taxation, chiefly those on import of ma- 
chinery and export of raw materials, for a brief period. and seldom 
for more than 10 vears. 

Mr. Krarrc Was that privilege conditioned upon the perform- 
ance of certain work looking toward development ? 

Mr. Trrompson, Yes. The privilege of the so-called concessions 
depended absolutely upon development, and no concessions were ever 
eranted fora very long period of time---not even so much as oil lands 
are now handled in Texas. 

Mr. Wearrorn. What was the attitude of the United States Govern- 
ment at that time with reference to American citizens going to 
Mexico to invest their capital ? 

Mr. Trrowrsox, Our conception of the attitude of the American 
Government was that it was extremely anxious that Americans 
should go into Mexico and become a part of the economic life there. 
It approved of the attitude which many had. which was that the 
Diaz Government gave us protection and that we could as a result 
go ahead with the same safety for investments as was enjoved in the 
United States. 

Mr. Kearrvn. Did any American ever suspect that in case he was 
denied protection by the Mexican Government, and was persecuted, 
that he would be abandoned by his own Government ? 

Mr. Trompson, That was certainly never taken into consideration 
in the plans of any -\ merican whom I knew in Mexico. We had been 
led to believe that the flag was our protection, as long as we were 
legitimate and honest in our dealings. but that the very fact that we 
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were Americans and that flag was behind us demanded of us an 
honesty and sincerity of attitude toward Mexicans, which was thus 
cuaranteed and insured more thoroughly than any individual desire 
to do right could possibly insure it. 

Mr. Kearrvt. And vou think the Americans as a rule lovally lived 
up to that sentiment of dealing fairly with the Mexicans and being 
law-abiding / 

Mr. Tuompson. I certainly do. The Americans in Mexico were 
almost never in controversy with any Mexican, either official or in- 
dividual, Most of the legal troubles in which Americans had a 
part were among themselves, and in these cases they were invariably 
assured of absolute justice from the Mexican courts. 

Mr. Kearrci, Were you in Mexico at the time Secretary of State 
Elihu Root was a visitor in Mexico and South American countries ? 

Mr. Toompson. I was at that time city editor of the Mexican 
Herald, and took a personal part in a great many of the functions 
which were given in Secretary Root’s honor. 

Mr. Kearrcn. What was your understanding, and that of other 
Americans, at the time, as to the essential purposes of Mr. Root’s 
visit ? 

Mr. Tuompson. We regarded Secretary Root’s visit as purely for 
the purpose of expressing American friendship and recognition of 
the splendid commercial and material advantages of Mexico, and as 
a sort of ambassador of American business In Mexico. I think that 
visit could be compared very well to the recent visit of the Prince of 
Wales to the United States. 

Mr. Kearrun. In what vear was that? It was during Roosevelt's 
administration. about 1906, was it not? 

Mr. THompson. I would say it was nearer 19085. It was during 
Roosevelt’s second term. I am not sure of the vear. 

Mr. Kearrun. Do you remember speeches and articles by Mr. Root, 
after his return from his tour, in which he advocated the necessity 
of extending our foreign trade, because we had ceased to be a debtor 
Nation and had become a creditor Nation ? 

Mr. Toompsos. I remember very distinctly that was the spirit of 
the reports and speeches which he made following his return from 
Mexico, and I may say that in Mexico City his speeches were dis- 
tinctly of a character tending to encourage commercial relations, as 
well as diplomatic friendship. 

Mr. Kearrcn. Was there anything in any of his utterances which 
would indicate to any person that our foreign trade relations could 
be extended to Mexico without our citizens going there and engag- 
ing in the enterprises of the country, or did he advocate the neres- 
sity of our citizens going there? 

Mr. Toompsox, I remember no specific speech to that effect, but 
I do know that in all of his public and private appearances he recog- 
nized the American colony as. in a way, part of his entourage, and 
that he most certainly did not pretend to ignore their presence. or 
to de anything but absolutely approve of their being in Mexico and 
their being engaged in those great enterprises. 

Mr. Krarron. Is it not true, as a matter of course. that we can not 
extend our trade relations with any foreign country without sending 
our citizens there to engage in its enterprises? 
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Mr. THomeson. It is absolutely true. 

Mr. KrarFuu. Does it not follow also that our citizens can not go 
to foreign countries and engage in enterprises unless they are as- 
sured of protection from our Government in case they are perse- 
cuted 4 

Mr. Trrompson. That is also true. I should like to say here that 
the present demand in Mexico, which I have seen and noticed per- 
sonally, for American tools, for American goods of every kind, even 
at the much higher prices than used to be charged for German and 
French made tools and goods, is a distinct result of the Americans 
who pioneered in business and manufacturing there. The Ameri- 
can brought American tools with him, and the native learned 
quickly that they were more useful and reliable than those which 
he had been using before, and as a natural consequence, from their 
contact with Americans, this grew into an interest and a desire 
for American goods, which has made an impress of quality through- 
out all of Mexico and Í am sure throughout Latin-America, where 
American tools were known to Europeans or Mexicans. That is 
evidenced by the fact that even where imitations were made of 
goods, either in Europe or in Mexico, the labels were always made 
in English and not in any other language. 

Mr. Krarrut. Do you know Mr. William Jennings Bryan by 
reputation ¢ 

Mr. Tuomeson. I do: by reputation. 

Mr. Kearrun. Do you know whether or not for many years he 
has been a prominent figure in American life, and has great in- 
fluence over a large body of American citizens ? 

Mr. Tuomeson. Yes. 

Mr. Kearrtn. You were not in Mexico when he made his several 
trips there, were you? 

Mr. Tuomrson. I was there during one of them at least, when 
he came in the capacity of a private citizen, and when he was writ- 
ing up his views in traveling around the world. 

Mr. Kearrun., Have vou read an article by him in the Commoner 
of January 30, 1903. following one of his trips to Mexico? 

Mr. Trosxpson. Yes, sir; I have read it. 

Mr. Kearrvn. Do you remember that in that article. in response 
to invitations from American citizens to advise them in regard to 
investments in Mexico, he described at considerable length the great 
opportunities in Mexico and the enterprises that had already been 
prosecuted there suecessfully by American citizens? 

Mr. Trtompson. Yes. I know he made that the basis of his ar- 
ticles on Mexico, dealing rather with that phase of the subject than 
with the merely preturesque. 

Mr. Weareun. In that article he concludes his treaiment of that 
subject with this statement: 

There are many oppertunities in Mexieo for the man whe goes there with 
capital and with knew ledge of an industry te bring out the latent possibilities 
of soil und elimate. ‘Phere are also opportunities for those who we as skilled 
laborers to oversee industries mn the process of development. 

Do vou recognize that as being a true statement ? 

Mr. Trovtrson. In general it is true: ves. sir, 
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Mr. Kearrct. Do you think that is a fair summing up of the 
description of the various industries affording opportunities for 
investors in Mexico? 

Mr. Toomprson. I should say it was, but I should say he did not 
go quite far enough, because I think the opportunities for Americans 
of ability and intelligence in the management of organizations in 
Mexico were fully as great as those of men who went there merely 
to engage in the skilled trades. That was due to a sincere and 
genuine desire of the Mexicans, of the then ruling class, for a worthy 
development of the resources of the country. and for the turning 
of those resources into the creation of new wealth. as against the 
old policy, which was perhaps their heritage from Spanish times, 
of exploitation of the soil and of the native. The spirit of the 
Diaz régime was simply this—that Mexican resources, which were 
really great, should be organized and built into wealth-producing 
property. according to the methods of modern economics, which were 
then represented in the highest sense by the United States. There 
was always opportunity. a splendid opportunity, for Americans who 
had the capacity for understanding Mexico and the problems of 
Mexico, to join in this great era of development. 

Mr. Kearrvn. What was the effect upon the Mexicans in general 
of the American operations? Was it beneficial or otherwise to 
them ? | 

Mr. Toomrson. It was absolutely beneficial. In fact. the coming 
of the American industries presented to the Mexicans a rallying 
point and an understanding of modern economics and industries 
which they themselves did not possess. It was an axiom of Mexican 
buisiness that although Mexicans had great difficulty in associating 
themselves into companies, if they were with Americans, either as 
the investors or as managers under a contract. they could bring 
together the very finest Mexicans in the Republic for the purpose of 
development. I believe. if it is ever possible to compile competent 
statistics as to Americans in Mexico during the Diaz régime. not 
the least of the points that will be placed to their credit will be the 
fact that they made possible the development of Mexico by Mexicans, 

Mr. Kearrvt Do vou recollect that at the beginning of the Wilson 
administration, on March 4, 1918. Mr. Bryan became Secretary of 
State? 

Mr. Toompson, Yes. sir. 

oMr. Kearrtn. What was his attitude during the time he was 
Secretary of State toward Americans who had invested their capital 
m Mexico and had gone there to develop the trade. largely. it may 
be presumed. upon the encouragement of his own statements whieh 
have been referred to? 

Mr. Thompson. My knowledge of that comes frem a study at some 
length of the documents touching upon Mexico's history of that. 
period. I think that Mr. Brvan’s attitude, at least as to his state- 
ment of the policies of the Wilson administration, was that Ameri- 
cans Who were abroad, and especially those who had gone to Mexico, 
Went upon their own responsibility, and that they had no right or 
privilege to demand the protection of the United States Government 
or of its officials in case of trouble. whether it came from their own 
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mistake or from the depredations of the people with whom thev 
lived. 

Mr. Kearree. What was his advice to Americans in Mexico who 
were the victims of persecution during that period ? 

Mr. Trrompson. His advice was for them to get out of Mexico, 
which is a matter of oficial record in a number of instances, 

Mr. Kearrun. What were the hardships entailed on Americans 
following that direction, with reference to their enterprises’ 

Mr. Trrompson. To those Americans who had remained in Mexico, 
and all of whose means were tied up either by contract. or by per- 
sonal investinent in the property or business with which they were 
identified in Mexico their departures necessitated either the tem- 
porary stopping of the business or the absolute loss of it througa 
Immediate contiseation, The prestige of these Americans and their 
understanding of the Mexican people constituted a protection in 
many Instances for their property as long as they were there: but 
when by leaving Mexico they became merely American citizens 
their property Was almost invariably confiscated or laid waste. In 
other werds. Americans in Mexico at that time stood upon their own 
footing. as Mr. Bryan had told them they should. and all the power of 
the flag had been taken from them and all standing which they 
might have once enjoyed as Americans became a liability instead of 
an asset, 7 

Mr. Krarren. Upon what class of Americans still operating in 
Mexico did that advice to leave the country most heavily fall’ 

Mir. TPHuomesonx. The burden of that fell most heavily upon the 
Americans who had invested their small savings in properties, which 
they were then trying to hang on to through this personal presence 
which I have meutioned. I know that there were many thousands 
of such men, and that they were almost all of them stripped of ther 
investments and of almost all hope of rehabilitating themselves, 
either in Mexico or the United States. 

Mr. Nearron. Are vou acquainted with a place called Hacienda 
Yale. in the State of Oaxaca?! 

Mr. Pirompson. Yes: T have visited that place. 

Mr. WKeanren. In the article in the Commoner by Mr. Bryan, 
above referred to, he has this to say about that plantation : 

West of the village of Tierra: Blanca, just across the Amapa River, in the 
State of Oaxaca, we visited a rubber-tree plantation. It was projected by 
Alfred Bishop Mason. a Chieago business mam, but the work of development has 
fallen to his nephews, Ravinend Willis and Jarnes Trowbridge, the former a 
graduate of the Boston Polytechnic and the latter of Yale. These young men 
began about three years age the clearing of about 400 aeres of tropieal forest, 
so dense that it was dificult to secure any acenrate idea of the lay of the land. 
They now have abont S00.000 rubber trees growing, the oldest 2} years old, 
It will be four or five vears before the plantation begins to vield a return, but 
there is at this time every promise of success, If the experiment realizes the 
hopes of the young men they will deserve the reward that they will secure, fer 
they will not only make a fortune out of Mother Earth, but they will show 
others What can he accomplished in the development of this industry and thts 
become publie benefactors, This well iustrates the difference between wealth 
created by the establistiment of some new industry and wealth absorbed by 
trading or speculation. 

For two years Wallis and Trowbridge lived in a hut thatehed with palm 
leaves. but last spring they began the evection of at eommodions stone Nouse 
with wide and airy porches. and to this newly completed residence the formet 
has recently brought his bride, a Wellesley graduate, to preside over this new 


ceuter of American civilization. 
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Is that a correct picture of the Yale plantation ? 

Mr. Thompson. It 1s a correct picture of the Yale plantation, but 
I should also like to say that the Yale plantation was one of the 
finest examples of American industry in tropical Mexico. The entire 
section around Tierra Blanca was developed with a remarkable intel- 
gence and understanding of the problems of tropical agriculture 
and administration. The rubber industry was then new in Mexico. 
hut Mr. Willis, whom I knew well, and others of that section, espe- 
cially J. C. Harvey and Paul McQuiston, had introduced and were 
developing agricultural methods which would, had their plantation 
heen allowed to remain and be developed, have rivaled the rubber 
colony of Ceylon. I can not be so enthusiastic about all of the Ameri- 
can properties in Mexico, for many of them were stock jobbing propo- 
sitions, Which did considerable damage to American investors, al- 
though they did tremendous good for Mexico. 

Mr. Kearrut. In what way! 

Mr. Toompson. They created in the tropical jungle vast forests 
of rubber trees. Miles and miles of these plants were set out and 
cultivated and cared for to a point of development before the revo- 
lution came. Those properties are now covered with a new jungle 
growth, but in years to come they will be a source of wealth to 
Mexico. 

Mr. KearruL. Who performed the labor necessary for the develop- 
ment of which you speak ? 

Mr. Toompson. The labor almost all came from Mexicans, most of 
it from the immediate neighborhood, and the money which was put 
in circulation by these companies very greatly improved the condi- 
tion of the people of the Isthmus of Tehuantepec country, as we 
called it, and had a certain and very real effect in the development 
toward a middle class of workers in that section. 

Mr. Kearrcn. Returning to Mr. Brvan and the Yale plantation, 
did you have any personal knowledge of the life there, and of the: 
fact that Mr. Willis brought his bride there to preside. as Mr. Bryan 
says, over this “new center of American civilization ” ? 

Mr. Toomeson. I knew Mr. Willis and his wife in Orizaba. When 
I visited the Tierra Blanca country they were not there, but I was 
a guest at the plantation, my host being the Mexican manager. It 
had one of the most beautiful houses in tropical Mexico. and the 
entire plantation was a model of administrative efficiency and a 
demonstration of the value of conscientious and scientific cultivation. 
I believe that while other plantations may have made their contribu- 
tion to Mexico, even though they have been absorbed by the jungle, 
the loss of such properties as the Yale plantation and the others near 
it is something for which Mexico can well mourn. 

Mr. Kearevn. Do vou think that Willis and Trowbridge were 
engaged in oppressing and exploiting the Mexican peons in that 
vicinity / 

Mr. Tompson. They certainly were not. They were a shining 
example of the real value of treating the Mexican peons with con- 
sideration and fairness. Their labor problems were solved on that 
basis, and there was never any difficulty, that T know of, that was 
hot ultimately solved by them to the extreme advantage of the 
workers, l 
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Mr. KrarruL. What is your information as to what happened to 
the Yale plantation and to Willis and Trowbridge under the policy 
of Mr. Bryan that Americans were not entitled to protection and 
should get out of Mexico? | 

Mr. Trompson, Mr. Willis is now an employee of the National 
Paper & Type Co.. working in New York. I do not know what 
has become of Mr. Trowbridge. I do know, from reliable reports, 
that the entire country around Tierra Blanca is overrun by bandits 
and predatory Constitutionalist soldiers, and that the jungle has 
crept up over the beautiful rubber fields and even into the doorvard 
of the house, which is probably now in ruins. 

I may sav that if the record of other sections has been substantially 
like Hacienda Yale (and there is no reason to believe it has not), 
the Mexicans whom they taught to be efhiient workers and to de- 
mand some of the advantages of civilization are now acquiring those 
advantages as bandits. or have slipped back into their aboriginal 
nakedness and gain their chief Lvelthood from breadfruit and 
bananas growing wild in their doorvards. Phe whole fabric of the 
beginning of the civilization of the Mexican in that section has been 
absolutely destroved. and he has slipped back probably far beyond 
the state in which Willis and Trowbridge found him. 

Mr. Kearrun. During what time were vou vice consul for the 
American Government in Monterrey ? 

Mr. Toomesox., Thad spent many menths in war work in Wash- 
ington, and was sent to Monterrey on the day the armistice 
was signed. I arrived there shortly before Thanksgiving Day in 
1918, and staved there until February, 1919. 

Mr. Kearrun. Did you have occasion to especially observe the 
effect of German propaganda at that place, as bearing upon the 
relations between Mexicans and Americans’ 

Mr. Tromeson,. Just previous to my arrival in Monterrey there had 
< been a celebration by the allied colonies of the signing of the armi- 
stice. It had consisted in part of a parade toward the governor's 
house, Monterrey being the capital of the State of Nuevo Leon. 
That parade had been surrounded in its inception by a crowd of 
Mexicans, which grew rapidly more vociferous until about two 
blocks from the governors house they began velling “ Death te 
America” and “Long live Germany.” and began cutting at the 
flags which decorated the motor ears in the parade, and finally broke 
up the celebration. so that the Americans and other allied people 
had to flee through the side streets. An investigation which was 
made of that incident showed that behind it was German propa- 
ganda. and that the moving spirits were certain German employees 
of the Monterrey Tron & Steel Plant. These men were in the crowd 
and were distributing tequila, a rank Mexican whisky. Upon rep- 
resentations of the American consul a number of these men who had 
been the moving spirits in the mob were discharged from the steel 
plant, the company thus recognizing their culpabilitv. After the 
allied parade had been broken up the Germans adopted the band 
which had been assigned by the governor to the parade and went 
about the streets celebrating “ Peace,’ which they said was a peace 
for Germany as well as for the Allies. There were speeches made by 
Germans and by Mexican propagandists in the German club. 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 1919 


Ricardo del Castillo was editor of the German paper El Dia (“The 
Day"—* Der Tag”). In El Dia the next day Castillo’s speech to 
the mob of Mexican peons before the mob had dispersed was quoted 
as follows: : 

I can no more than send my profound condolences to heroic France, for hav- 
ing been the instrument of the imperialistic visions of England and of the 
conmercial ambitions of the United States. Therefore, for Wilson, the ex- 
tortioner of weak nations and the cause of the misfortunes of iny country, I 
desire the fate of Sylla, that he may be devoured by lice. 

Mr. Kearrun. This newspaper El Dia had been in circulation at 
Monterrey for some time in the publication of sentiments of that 
sort. had it / 

Mr. THomrson. It had been published through most of the war, 
and had always been anti-American, especially after the United 
States joined the Allies against Germany. but its propaganda 
against the United States antedated our entering the war because, as 
everyone in Mexico realizes, one of the chief jobs of the great Ger- 
man propaganda preached in that country has been to stir up strife 
between Mexico and the United States, with the idea of keeping the 
eves of this country toward the Rio Grande rather than the Marne. 

Mr. Kearrch. What were the representations of the pro-German 
propagandists in reference to the intentions of the United States 
toward Mexico? (os | 

Mr. Tompson. The German propagandists were working all over 
Mexico, and very strongly in the north of Mexico where Monterrey 
is located. to convince the Mexicans that the United States had 
planned definitely to annex all of northern Mexico. Their ery was 
alwavs of the “ Lost provinces of Texas and California.” The idea 
which was forced to the front in the Mexican mind by that German 
propaganda was that the United States had. from the very begin- 
ning of its history, a predatory attitude toward Mexico, and that 
Texas was a fruit of that unfriendliness and that desire to annex the 
rich provinces of northern Mexico. ‘There was always a fertile field 
for that sort of propaganda, and the Germans in their usual way 
made the most of it. It was quoted very frankly in El Dia. and in all 
circles of Mexican society in Monterrey. that the plan of the United 
States was to take all of northern Mexico down to San Luis Potosi. 

Mr. Krarrun. The witness Esteva testified that in his opinion the 
first cause of the revolutionary trouble was the publication of a 
series of articles by John Kenneth Turner, entitled “ Barbarous 
Mexico.” and that those articles were partly written by a Mexican 
socialist. Do you know who that man was, or did vou come in con- 
tact with him in Mexico? 

Mr. THomrson. Do you mean Turner or the Mexican? 

Mr. Keaneun. The Mexican. | 

Mr. Toomrson. The man who was said to have been associated 
with Turner, and who was supposed to have been the author of some 
of the chapters of Turner’s book, was named De Lara. and was at 
the time I was in Monterrey known as a prominent Bolshevist agita- 
tor at Tampico. In the latter part of November, 1915, De Lara, and 
another alleged Bolshevist named Torre Blanco, came to Monterrey 
for the purpose, it was said. of fomenting a strike in the shops and 
smelters of the Cia de Minerales y Metales at Monterrey, the Mexi- 
ean subsidiary of the American Metals Co.. which had been taken. 
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over by the alien property custodian, and was, therefore. in a way, 
a sort of an American-governed company, or was so regarded. The 
strike in the smelter did not develop, but the Bolshevist agitation 
which was brought about had the effect of starting a strike in the 
railway shops at Monterrey, that became quite serious, and strike- 
breakers were brought from the south. The result was that the 
Bolshevist agitators and the so-called Mexican I. W. W., were 
officially discouraged in the city of Monterrey and were sent back 
to Tampico. where they were more useful. That convinced me at 
the time, and is a matter of record in my reports, that the Bolshevist ' 
agitation in Mexico was being used solely as a weapon against 
Americans, and was never allowed to develop unless it took that form. 
At the time De Lara and Torre Blanco came to Monterrey it was re- 
ported that R. G. Bremer. a pro-German propagandist and Austrian 
consul, was engaged in translating much of the Bolshevist and I. W. 
W. material into Spanish for circulation in Monterrey. I made 
considerable effort to trace down that rumor, and found that such 
material was being printed in a well-known German printing estab- 
lishment. | 

Mr. Kearren, What did you find to be the currency situation in 
Monterrey at that time? 

Mr. Trompsox. When I was in Monterrey the entire business of 
Mexico Was in an almost comatose state. There was still considerable 
mining and smelting, because the London market was still support- 
ing the price of lead. which is a determining factor in the value of 
ore in northern Mexico. Business. however, was in a most uncertain 
state. and one of the chief contributing factors to that was the short- 
age of currency. Previous witnesses before the subcommittee have 
gone into detail regarding the issue of paper money in Mexico, so 
T need only say that the collapse of the paper-money régime in Mex- 
ico had already come. and that it had left Mexico upon what we 
considered a metalhe basis. In other words, only gold and silver 
were supposed to circulate. In view of the fact that almost all the 
old metal money had been hidden away and most of it exported from 
northern Mexico—export being an easy matter. for the American 
border was only 150 miles away—there was not enough in circulation 
to carry on the business of the community. | 

Tn addition to this, the Carranza Government had made it illegal 
to use American money. There had always been plenty of American 
bills, which had been aceepted at their face value. and these had 
furnished a eireulating medium previous to that time. While that 
money was still accepted in certain places. it eould not be used for 
the payment of taxes or for transfer throughout the country, so that 
the whole Monterrey section was dependent upon a very small stock 
of Mexican gold and silver. T estimated at that time that the entire 
amount of actual money in northern Mexico, in the Monterrey sec- 
tion, was less than a million pesos, or $500,000. Of that. half was 
tied up in the vaults of one of the old banks, so that the eireulating 
medium was actually less than 5250.000, In addition to that. there 
was practically no paper m cireulatien—either checks, or drafts. or 
regular conunercial bank paper. Some of the private banks m 
Monterrey were doing a loan business through their American cor- 
respondents, but the entire total of all money loaned in Monterrey 
at the time I was there was not more than $100,000, 
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When it is realized that in the old days, when the banks of issue, 
which Carranza had closed, were still running, the amount of money 
loaned in that section on gilt-edged security was about $7,000,000 
United States currency, the picture of the desolation of northern 
Mexico in business begins to take form. The picture is made clearer 
when we realize that the current price for money on the best security 
possible—and there were only about three big concerns in the north 
whose stock was accepted as collateral—was from 3 to 5 per cent per 
month. or 30 to 60 per cent per year. The result was that there was 
no business in the Monterrey section that could be carried on unless 
it was a business of speculation. 

In this country we know considerable about profiteering, but Mex- 
ico could teach us more than we could ever appreciate here. When 
speculators enter into business their chief means of speculation are 
in foodstuffs, and that was the case in and about Monterrey. Their 
speculation began with the farmer. who. at the risk of the raids of 
bandits or Carranza soldiers, had harvested his crops and had got 
them to the railway. He then either had to bribe the officials to get 
ears or he had to sell his goods at anv price to the general in com- 
mand of the territory or to some one who had his favor. Then the 
normal methods of transportation were used to bring the merchandise 
to Monterrey or other distributing points. The money for this trans- 
acticn was borrowed at the rate of anvwhere from 5 to 25 per cent 
for the brief turnover of a few weeks. and that price was, of course, 
added to the cost sf food to the consumer, 

The currency situation in Monterrey at that time was being com- 
plicated by the disappearance of the old silver coins, which were of 
a higher silver content than their value in gold. which was the ofli- 
cal circulating medium. These old coins were being bought up for 
export. although there was a law against the exportation of any 
silver except under permission of the Government, and an absolute 
law against the exporting of silver coins. 

At one time in Monterrey. shortly after I arrived there, T was 
endeavoring to buy some small change at an advance of about 4 
per cent on the general price of gold, for change always commanded 
a premium because there was so little of it. IT found the price had 
jumped to almost 10 per cent. I learned that a man named Domin- 
guez, who held a private concession for the export of silver coin 
through the cordon of official prohibition, was in town. He was buv- 
ing up the old half dollars and even the 20-cent pieces at a heavy 
advance on the market price. Ie stayed in town about three days 
and in that time he stripped the community of its silver change so 
that we were doing business with American nickels and dimes and 
with Mexican nickels and copper coins. 
| Mr. Keanrun. What had become of the paper money that had been 
issued by the Carranza government ? 

Mr. THompson. The paper money had at that time been repudi- 
ated under the various decrees, which had not only ruined the cur- 
rency system hy foisting this paper money on the public, but had 
also destroyed the banks of issue. I mav say right here that in 
Monterrey there were two of these so-called banks of issue which. 
under the concessions obtained under the banking laws originated 
by Limantour, the great financial minister of Diaz, had carried most 
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of the burden of business, which I mentioned above as being about 
#7.000,000 in gilt-edged loans. 

Mr. Kearrut. You say “ concessions.” Did not these banks oper- 
ate under the national banking law, which was a general law? 

Mr. Trrompson. Yes, sir. These banks operated under a general 
law. but that general law provided for what was called * conces- 
sions,” which, as I stated before. were franchises for operation. 
There were two of these in Monterrey. as I say, and there were also 
branches of two other banks which had headquarters in Mexico City. 
The paper money of these banks had been ruined in the course of 
the destruction of the institutions by Carranza. 

Mr. Kearrun. What were the terms of the concession in regard 
to the issuing of notes? 

Mr. Trompson, The banks were allowed, under the franchise, to 
issue paper money to the extent of double their cash reserve, and 
that money had been accepted all over the Republic at its face value 
and had been one of the great achievements of the Diaz plan of 
commercial development. Diaz had financed his own revolution 
with hard money, gold and silver, chiefly the Mexican silver peso. 
After he came into power he organized the banking system. which 
existed until Carranza destroyed it, and that paper monev had 
come to be of the same value in the mind of the suspicious Mexican 
as gold and silver itself. By this issuance of paper currency, bear- 
ing his own promise to pav, Carranza had begun the destruction of 
the credit of paper money in Mexico, and had even repudiated issue 
after issue of hisown money until its price fell to about 2 cents on the 
peso. The price of the bank bills had fallen, due to the destruction 
of the confidence of the people, and also to the fact that there was a 
good deal of inflating of the money. It is, however, worth noting 
that while the price of Carranza’s own money had fallen to 2 cents 
on the peso, the value of the money of the banks which he was seek- 
ing to destroy was still maintained at 13 cents a peso. Ultimately. 
however, Carranza closed the banks by decree. in punishment, if 
was said, for their failure to open their coffers to him. 

Mr. Kearren. What became of the cash reserve in those banks 

Mr. THomrson. The cash reserve was mostly confiscated by Car- 
ranza. but one of the banks in Monterrey managed to save part of 
its funds by a bribe to one of the Carranza officials, with the result 
that it was allowed to export some of its money. A portion of 
these funds were at one time in the American consulate, and one of 
the thrilling stories showing how the Americans of northern Mex- 
ico stood with the Mexican business men and actually stood up for 
them is the record of the fight which Consul General Hanna made 
to save these funds m his litle office safe. They were finally spir- 
ited away during the night. through a Mexican mob whieh was howl- 
ing outside the consulate, ; 

One of the banks saved its funds by selling exchange on New 
York to a Carranza general at a reduced figure. it being vital at 
that time to these revolutionists to have a way of getting their 
loot out of Mexico and safely deposited in New York banks. It 
Wis said that K200) was saved in that wav. at a very heavy loss 
in exchange. , . l 

Monterrey was, at the time of Diaz.a very important manufactur- 
ing center, and also a jobbing center for all of that section of Mex- 
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ico. The shortage of money at the present time has, therefore, had 
a much more serious effect there than it has perhaps had even in 
Mexico City, where there is enough speculation at the present 
time to keep a large sum of money in circulation, a part of which, 
of course, goes into legitimate business. 

I have stated there was only about $100,000 out in loans. That 
was drawing from 2 to 3 per cent, the interest having been deducted 
from the amount of the loan when it was made. All Joans were 
for short terms, never more than four months. In addition, the 
old system of “selling” properties, which were to be * bought baek ” 
at an agreed figure at the expiration of the term of the loan, had 
heen somewhat in vogue, although there was a considerable opposi- 
tion to it by the Carrancistas, who would much rather confiscate 
the property themselves than to have it saved by loans. I may 
say that this high price for money would seem to be almost impos- 
sible for outside capital, but an official of a bank in Tampico who 
came to Monterrey at the time said that if he had $100.000 he could 
put it all out at 5 per cent a month on absolutely ilt-edged se- 
curity. 

About the same time a traveling representative of the American 
International Corporation came into the consulate to inquire re- 
garding the figures on local industries, as he was then scouting 
through the country for possible investments for the future. Tle 
saul there was no business he could find in Mexico that offered 
any possibilities for banking: that while there was plenty of that 
sort of banking’ business of which I speak, with its incidental risks, 
legal and otherwise, it was certainly not a line that he would be 
willing to recommend to his principals. 

It would also seem that there should be money from the old fam- 
ily estates, and I may say that the only industries which are now 
continuing in Monterrey where any money is needed. such as cotton 
mills, are being done by these same old familhes, who have money 
of their own which they will risk in their own enterprises, and 
which they do not charge up at any such figure as 5 per cent in- 
terest a month, because they would not dare Joan it to any other 
business. In other words. the only business being done in Mexico 
Where capital is required is being done by the American companies 
or by the old-style Mexicans, who have always used their own money 
in their business and have never been solely dependent upon bank- 
ing. In other words. Mexico has slipped baek to the period be- 
fore Gen. Diaz came into power. That is a condition which is ram- 
pant all over Mexico, and which I have sought to describe here. 

Mr. Kearrunt, Have you any knowledge as to the system of graft 
by Government officials or army officials in connection with import 
duties and internal taxes? 

Mr, Toompsox. Yes. As consular officer I made some investiga- 
tion of business conditions in Monterrey, and found that at the basis 
of all the business tronbles were two things: One was the bank- 
mg and financial situation mentioned above, which naturally forced 
the necessary margin of profit up to such an extent that the cost 
of living is appalling in Monterrey: and the other is the question 
of graft, official and otherwise. 

136920—20-—pr 13— ? 
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In Mexico the prices of commodities are based upon the cost of 
the imported article. In other words, the tariff in Mexico, which 
has always been high, has not been used as a form of protection 
for native industries, but as a means af allowing the native manu- 
facturers to secure higher prices. Thus, the native product some 
times is as expensive as the imported, and almost never more than 
1 or 2 per cent lower. The result is that the tariff has a tremendous 
effect on prices, and that is especially true in view of the fact that 
so much of the manufacturing in Mexico has been destroyed by 
the Carranza régime. The official schedules for import duties were 
always complicated in Mexico, but under the Dias régime they were 
stable. There were no sudden changes, and the importer could 
always estimate what his import tax was to be, and could there- 
fore do his business on a narrow margin. Under the Carranza 
régime, however, there has been a most destructive change in the 
method of assessing customs tariffs. The tariff, both import and 
export, has been raised and lowered in the most astonishing way, 
and almost invariably without anv advance notice. For instance, 
the tarit schedules on cotton goods, which provide that there 
shall be a different tariff for different fineness of materials, are sud- 
denly raised or lowered by executive decree. 

The result is that the importer who is not on the agile circle of 
Carranza information is very hkely to be caught with a shipment 
of goods arriving at the border two davs after the tariff has been 
doubled. That has had a serious effect on business, but it has its 
explanation in the fact that this raising and lowering of tariff 
seems to be arranged for the purpose of allowing favored indi- 
viduals in the inner circle of the revolutionists to make sudden for- 
tunes. For instance. a man who is on the inside would buy an entire 
earload of shoes, and would bring them to the border. and then 
inform his friends in Mexico City ‘that he had those shoes and was 
ready to import them. The tariff on shoes would be immediately 
removed for a period of one week, during which time this man im- 
ports his goods. That actually happened in Monterrey: a carload of 
American shoes, which normally pay about $1.50 duty per pair, 
was brought in free of duty. and thooded the market and entirely 
demoralized it. That happened at the time I was in Monterrey. The 
man who brought in the shoes, of course, made a fortune out of the 
one shipment. 

Another form of graft which was being carried on at that time, 
and continues to this day. is the concessions which favored persons 
have to import their goods free of duty. That is well known, and 
there is no doubt whatever that it is used almost entirely by Mexi- 
cans. lam proud to say that Americans in Mexico have seldom, if 
ever, to my knowledge, taken advantage of it. These men. all 0 
them Mexivans, who hold the concessions for free imports, sell the 
privileges whieh they obtain or which are granted them, for one- 
half the duty. Tn other words, if vou are a Mexican importer an 
have a arload of shoes arriving at the border, vou may, after the 
tarit has been resumed, certainly be able to save half vour loss 
of tari by gorng Co this man anal paying hum half duty, instead 
of paving full duty to the Government, Vhis graft is rampant, 
and there are instances of various individuals in the Mexican Gov- 
ernment, from the highest oficials to the lowest, profiting from it. 
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Mr. Kearruu. Is there a similar system of graft in reference to 
internal taxation ? 

Mr. Toompson. Yes. There has always been a tendency to graft 
in Mexican administration, especially on the part of the tax officials. 
That was pretty well stamped out under Diaz. The system con- 
sisted of the use of tips to the assessor or collector. Under the 
Carranza régime, as I know it in Monterrey, there was almost un- 
bridled graft, which again added to the uncertainty of business. 
However, I am told that graft in Mexico, while increased a hun- 
drelfold over what it was in Mexico City under Diaz, has now 
reached a point where one can tell what one is going to have to 
pay for every privilege or every bit of Justice which one gets from 
the Government. 

I would like to sav right here that I have met some Americans 
recently returned from Mexico, who say they are getting along very 
well in Mexico now. One I remember particularly, said, “ We know 
how to get along with the Mexicans,” and when I asked him what 
he meant by that he took a handful of silver out of his pocket and 
shook it in his hand significantly. I believe that where the present 
American residents of Mexico are appearing to be more friendly than 
they were in the past to Carranza, it is because they have learned 
that secretly they can connive with the Carranza government for 
the exploitation of the foreign manufacturer and the native con- 
sumer. In other words, the things which Bryan was accusing the 
Americans of doing under Diaz, and which they never did, in my 
belief. and to my absolute knowledge in most cases, they are now 
doing under the Carranza régime. This new attitude toward the 
Carranza régime has been forced upon them by the failure of the 
United States Government to protect them in their rights and their 
desires to establish American policies and American business in 
Mexico. In other words, they are victims of our own administrative 
mistakes, and of the administrative weakness of the present govern- 
ment at Washington. 

To explain the taxation system in Monterrey might be of value here, 
but I will only state that the basis of taxation in that city has not 
changed materially in form although it has been greatly increased. 
The method of tax graft in the city has to do with the valuation. 
Three years ago a revaluation of land in Monterrey was begun and 
finished in a brief time. The assesssor seldom went out of the tax 
ofice, presumably because he knew the town so well. The result was 
naturally that the Mexican policy of “skin your enemies and help 
your friends” had full swing. It was expected that every one would 
protest, and every one did, with the result that a single protest 
usally cut the assessment in two, and another cut it to a third, and 
if vou were well prepared with money on the occasion. it was cut 
down below the original or old valuation. The result of that has 
been tax dodging with full protection. 

I think the stamp tax is the only Federal tax collected in Mexico, 
and that has been increased almost fourfold, so that when we for- 
merly put on a peso as a stamp we now put on four. The chief 
method of graft in the use of stamps. in the administration of the 
stamp tax. is in the fines which are assessed on business men who 
make mistakes in keeping their books. The Mexican stamp-tax law is 
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extremely complicated, and it is almost impossible to avoid mistakes. 
Therefore, an examination of your books will reveal, if the collec- 
tor wishes to find them, certain errors for which he can fine you 
heavily. The result is that you are called upon to pay him a fixed 
sum of money for his “ courtesy ” in not fining you. I remember a 
case of an American who had had his books examined for 10 vears 
back by one of these grafting collectors. and a small mistake had 
been discovered in those years. The result was that the collector re- 
quired a tip of about $100. In previous years that tip had been about 
425 for the examination of his books. The next vear a new Carranza 
collector called, and when he had gone over the books perfunctorily, 
and had been slipped his $25, he looked at a memorandum sheet and 
said, * Oh, but you always pay $100.” 

Mr. Kearrur. While vou were in Monterrey did you have occasion 
to eather information in reference to the vicissitudes of American 
citizens in the interior, operating on ranches? 

Mr. Trrompsox, Naturally many complaints of that sort came to 
the consulate, though the Monterrey district suffered less than some 
of the others, such as the Tampico section, because practically all 
the Americans in Monterrey and the surrounding country have long 
since left. Indeed, where the American population in Monterrey 
in 1910 was about 5.000, it is to-day about 100 Americans. 

However, there was one case which was almost complete, and may 
be of interest, as showing the method followed by the bandits or 
Carrancistas. and also the attitude of the Government toward them. 
That case continued through November and December, 1918, and re- 
lated to a plantation ow ned by an American who had married in 
Mexico, his wife's father having been a prominent official in the old 
Diaz régime. The ranch consisted of about 100,000 acres, and was 
located in a very rich valley some distance from Monterrey. This 
man’s complaints are all a matter of record, both in the State De- 
partment and before the Mexican government, so, although I prefer 
not to vive his name, it can all be substantiated. The man isa very 
well-known American and is highly thought of. and I was assured 
from all sources that he was absolutely reliable. The first of our 
record was a letter from him dated November 3, 1918. and was in 
part as follows: 

T bave to report that yesterday, having heard that the Government troops 
were here ane expecting protection, T sent to an adjoining hacienda, 4 earts 
for salt earth, While loading. the troops CCarrancistus) arrived and by force 
of ais took 4 oxen and a horse and saddle. causing me a peeuniary loss of 
S300 for the oxen, and X102 for horse and saddle. total S402. ‘Phe colonel who 
took them refused payment or receipt, and ssid) to tell me that the animals 
were taken by the troops of Gen, Ramos. They knew perfectly well that they 
were Annerican property. T have very few animals left. and if they pass DY 
here and take more., Tam utterly ruined and will have to abandon my property 
to be completely destroyed. 

The consul took this matter up with the governor, but before we 
got a report, we rec eilved another letter from this American, dated 
November 16. in which he said: 

I notice from your letter that the governor will telegraph to Gen, Ramos 
that the oxen and saddie horse be returned. As the oxen were killed and the 
meat taken by them, this returning of the animals wih be rather dithe ult. 


From information received from alh directons these troops (Carrancistas) 
swept through the COUNIYY gathering uj» the animals of allo oclusses andl the 
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clothes that were left to the “ pacificos ©“ [noncombatants] who hid out, and re- 
turnel to their property after the revolutionists had passed. My hacienda is 
again full of refugees in all conditions of misery. running this time not from 
Villistas but from the Government troops. One living in the city ean not im- 
agine the suffering caused to these unfortunate people by both sides unless he 
reads of Belgium and northern France. I came to town to find out the name 
of the colonel who took the animals, but as these troops have not been here, 
his name is not known. I understand these troops are again on the road. 
God grant that they do not pass by my place, as it seems a pleasure to destroy 
American property and, as they say, call the American bluff. 


On December 3, the Government took its first official recognition 
of the affair, a month after it occurred, in a letter from the chief 
clerk of the Department of Government, the department making the 
Investigation and taking steps regarding the matter, in which he 
said: 

Mr. Kearrvn. Which Government ? 

Mr. THompson. The Mexican Government. In this letter this 
statement was made: 


I beg of vou to obtain the name of the colonel responsible for the matters 
complained of, in order that this department may make investigation and take 
steps regarding the matter. 


That was the status of affairs when the letter reporting the new 
raid was received, which was this time by what this American calls 
Villista troops, or a body opposed to the Government, which was 
dated December 1, and in which he makes the following statement : 


I have to report that yesterday at 9 a. m. my hacienda was taken possession 
of by a Villista force of about 35 men under the direct orders of Col, Hernandez, 
accompanied by Gen. Bulalio Cutierrez, ex-President of Mexico, amd held until 
opm. Looting was the order of the day. First, my house was sacked of all 
wearing and bed clothes and eatibles and everything of any value taken, Phen 
the houses of the inhabitants were stripped. many of the men left without hats, 
breeches, or shoes, They then took four carts and 16 oxen of the hacienda 
and 26 burros of the servants, every one of my sacks, loaded them with corn, 
about 126 hectoliters, together with all my seed wheat, and sent them away, 

Then they sent off 800 goats with their little ones, after which they gathered 
all the eatde they could. and as they left through my pasture land I do not 
yet know if they have left me any or not. Will advise later. They took then 
ny last horse and two mules and I can not move from the hacienda. This 
about finishes me, as I am left without anything with which to work. I am 
thoroughly satistied that this Government will tot give me the guarantees for 
Which I have paid inv taxes, if the hacienda dees not produce anything. If I 
do not get protection quickly I will not be able to dispose of the little that re- 
mains, and my place will be a desert like so many others in this fine district. 
I notitied the chief of this section last night, and have just received notice that 
nothing can be done to overtake and recuperate the property taken. The 
Villistas will surely return quickly and finish the job. 


On a separate sheet of paper a memorandum is noted regarding 
the incident referred to, with the following statement: 


In the last five months more than 12.000 people have tled from this part of 
the State, leaving their homes and all abandoned. In this district, as big as 
the State of Nuevo Leon, formerly rich in Woods, fibers, animals, and cereals, 
especially wheat, every rich hacienta and ranch have been abandoned and 
ruined by the depredations of this band. It is now a scene of “No Man's 
Land.” It is incredible that such a small force has been permitted for such a 
long time to dominate’ and destroy such an immense amount of rich country, 
The Government forces that came in November took their camp and supplies, 
drove them to the mountains, and then returned. The rebels are again taking 
Possession of everything, more voracious than ever and no relief in sight, 
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On December 14 we got another report in reference to these condi- 
tions, in which the following statement is made: 

As T wrote vou n few days ago, life is unsupportable for want of protection. 
I now have to report that my hacienda was again occupied on the 12th day 
by 15 men of the forces of Carrera Torres, the worst I have seen during the 
revolution, Robbing, insulting, and threatening was the order of the day. They 
were entering my house all day on horseback and threatened to shoot my son 
for not giving them a rifle which he has not got. From here they took a cart 
of corn, 2 yolk of oxen, 34 goats with their little ones, 4 mares, one of which 
they shot down because she was wild, and cattle. From here they went to one 
ofany ranches, where they stripped the people and violated the Women, and one 
poor woman had to be brought here on a stretcher. I am moving my furniture 
as quickly as possible. My people are all- terrorized and running in every direc- 
tion, and I do not think that I ean hold enough of them to clean up, if help 
does not quickly come. In the town there are about 30 soldiers who allow the 
enemy to profit by these supplies, when by giving protection they can starve 
them out. 

(P. S.—Bolshevism and anarchy are tame compared with this.) 

Following the receipt of this letter of December 18 I called in my 
official capacity, as American vice-consul, on the governor of the 
State. to leave copies of the letters from this American, and to report 
the new raids, the others having been previously sent to him by mes- 
senger, We asked him what measures would be taken to recover the 
property stolen and to afford protection to this American. 

The governor's reply was a statement that he had already been in- 
formed: of the activities of this band, and that 200 men had been sent 
to that district. He spoke of the difficulties of chasing down these 
bandits, as the entire region is mountainous, and the bandits re- 
treated immediately on the approach of a force of soldiers and stay 
hid until the soldiers, ow ing to other work, have to depart, when they 
descend on the ranches again, as he put it, ike “ vultures.” Te said 
that no matter how lone the troops stayed the bandits lived 1 n the 
mountains. “I do not know how they exist, but they do exist,” he 
said. And so on—fair enough words. He said that he was grateful 
for the copies of the letters on the situation, and that he would take 
the matter up direct with the President, using these letters as evi- 
dence of the need of strong measures. He said he wished to obtain 
a large force, of 2.000 men if necessary, to scour out these bandits 
in this particular section and hunt them down in their holes. 

Mr. Kearkun. Did he secure the force? 

Mr. THompsonx, Not to my knowledge. Tt seems to me that this his- 
tory is as significant as anything that has been told as showing the 
inability or lack of desire of the Carranza government to furnis 
adequate protection. The section referred to is one of the eranaries 
of Mexico, and vet Carranza apparently would not assign 2 O00) men 
to clean it up, which they could probably have done in a matter of a 
month. 

On December 17 we vot another letter from this American that 
was supplemental to the raid on December 12. in which he says: 

The things that happened in those two siall ranehes that the rebels passed 
are horrible. They tivst put the men under guard, and then abused the women, 
not eyen spaving little girls of 9 and T0 years. The sereams of these poor un- 
tortunates were pitiful Chey took all the clothes even from siek ehildren, Jt 
vas awful te see the net day the parents arriving with these little ones in 
their pris, trembling from eod. We are F500 feet above sen tevel: eold winds 
in the day and heavy breezes every misht tr there is a Red Cross in Mexree 
eoul not do a better serviee to hanoanity than sew supplies, 
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Asa result of that appeal we wrote to Mexico City, and the local 
American Red Cross chapter sent a stock of supplies, which we 
promptly forwarded to this American to distribute among the suf- 
ferers in his section. 

Mr. Kearrut. From the information you obtained at that time, do 
you regard the statements made by this American as typical of the 
situation existing in every part of Mexico, according to matters of 
common knowledge ? 

Mr. Tuosrson, I certainly do. It seems to me that is absolutely 
typical of the conditions, and because it is a complete history, I have 
taken considerable space to set 1t down as a type and not. a single 
incident. | 

(Thereupon, at 1.20 o’clock p. m., an adjournment was taken until 
Friday, March 12, 1920, at 10.30 a. m.) 
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FRIDAY, MARCH 12, 1920. 


TESTIMONY OF MR. WALLACE THOMPSON—Resumed. 


Mr. KrarruL. In one of the various quotations from the reports 
made by the American ranchman, he spoke of the Mexicans calling 
the “American bluff.” What do you understand he meant by that 
term? 

Mr. Toompson. The term “American bluff” is, of course, bor- 
rowed from the English, and in fact the Spanish word js identical 
with the English. The “bluff? to which this American referred, 
and to which Americans and Mexieans in Mexico generally refer, 
is the demands which we make, with the most elaborate official let- 
ters and communications to the Mexican Government, calling for 
the protection of Americans, and hinting darkly of the perils which 
will face the Mexican Government in case it fails to protect our 
people. | 

By “calling” this “ bluff” the Mexicans mean that they will defy 
the American Government by carrying on their depredations against 
Americans, and that the United States will do absolutely nothing. 

I may say, I think, without any reflection upon our consular or 
diplomatie corps in Mexico, that the time was reached in Mexico 
some years ago when their demands for the protection of Ameri- 
cans and their representations to the Mexican Government officials 
came to mean nothing. Ten years ago, in Monterrey. a word from 
the American consul was as good as an order from the highest au- 
thority in the Mexican Government. During the last siege of Mon- 
terrey the American officials were not only sources of personal au- 
thority in all the turmoil, but the Mexicans really believed the United 
States would do something. if they did not agree to the demands 
of our representatives. But, gradually, as these demands were 
made and were not complied with, and the United States did nothing 
at all, the prestige of the American officials and of the American: 
Government declined steadily and of late years it has gone down a 
toboggan slide. 

o Even the personal prestige of American officials amounts to noth- 
mg in Mexico to-day. Such a man as Corsul General Hanna. of 
Monterrey, who has lived in that city for more than 20 veors and 
who is respected and honored by all, was formerly good for the 

release of anv American, or, indeed, of any Mexican, from unjust 
confinement: but even his word or his demand to-day means nothing: 
and when three vears ago he was carried through the streets under 
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arrest, although the crowds groaned and protested loudly, nothing 
could save him from that indignity. The “calling of the American 
bluff” is the merriest game which is being carried on in Mexico to- 
dav. The Mexican is a born gambler, and he will always call a 
bluff or attempt to call what he considers may be a bluff. In calling 
a bluff against an opposing plaver—in this case the American Giov- 
ernment or American officlals—when he shows he has the cards the 
Mexican immediately retreats and accepts the show-down without 
the necessity of force being brought to bear: but when time after time 
and vear after vear bluffs have been called by the Mexicans refusing 
to comply with our representations, a state of affairs has been 
reached in Mexico where neither American Government officials nor 
Americans of long residence in Mexico have any influence whatever. 
That is what the American rancher refers to, and that is a plaint 
which goes up in Mexico every day. Sometimes it reaches as far as 
the Monterrey consulate and sometimes it reaches as far as the border, 
and sometimes, as in the case of this committee, it reaches the Senate 
Office Building; but never, through all the vears that this has been 
going on, has it apparently ever reached the White House. 

Mr. Kearrun. To carry out the simile in connection with the na- 
tional game the Mexican has repeatedly called our bluff and has in- 
variably found us of late vears with a bobtailed flish. Is that 
correct? 

Mr. Tno{Įmrsox. I think that is very well put; and I may say that 
the game has reached such a point in northern Mexico that the Mexi- 
n seldom bothers even to wait and see what we have, but proceeds 
to go ahead with the next deal without even requesting us to show 
our hand. Unfortunately, in Mexico, it is Mexicans who always deal 
the cards—an art in which there is nothing for him to learn. 

Mr. Krarrur. It was testified the other day by Mr. E. N. Brown. 
former president of the National Railways of Mexico, that much 
of the freight business on such roads as are operating is done by 
private trains, owned and maintained and operated by foreigners. 
What information have vou upon that subject / 

Mr. Thompson, My information dates from last vear: and al- 
though there have heen some changes in the situation, owing to the 
fact that more and more of the mines in Mexico have been closed 
since the European war ended. and the Governments of Europe and 
the United States ceased to uphold the metal market, I think that 
there has been comparatively little change in the situation. 4 may 
say at the beginning that to me and, T think, to most people ìn 
Mexico who are able to maintain a detached viewpoint. such as I 
feel that I have been able to do. the maintenance of the freight busi- 
ness in Mexico in some ways is a miracle of American energy and 
American resourcefulness. 

When the roads were taken over by the Carrancistas in 1914 there 
were almost daily blowups of bridges and trams, and since that time 
there has been a continual destruction of track and of rolling stock. 
The Mexiean Government has bought practically no repair parts 
and very little. if any, new equipment. The right of wav has been 
maintained in certain sections, notably on the main line between 
Laredo and Mexico City. so that that Tine is passable. As to the 
branch Jines. over these the Mexican engineers, with their light 
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engines, can still pilot their 6 and 10 car trains with infinite care, 
knowing each rail and curve and how it can be negotiated. 

The upkeep of the rolling stock, however, has been utterly ludi- 
crous. The railway yards in Monterrey, when I was there, were filled 
with the broken carcasses of freight cars and with ruined and rusty 
engines. The freight cars filled the sidings, and the engines were in 
the yards, slowly rusting away. From about 100 engines now at 
Monterrey practically every bit of brass has been detached and sold 
by petty thieves for junk, and other parts of the engines have been 
taken away, even down to the bolts, for the repair of the 25 or 30 
engines which they still maintain on that division. 

When I was in Monterrey there were about 20 trains being operated 
out of there on the six lines which center at that important railway 
point. The handling of freight was subject to hopeless delay, and 
the only possible method of getting goods through was by express, 
at rates which were. pound for pound, practically as high as the 
passenger rates. The freight business had fallen off to such an 
extent in 1916, I think it was, that the American mining companies 
obtained permission from the Mexican Government to provid and 
operate their own trains. The arrangement which they made, and 
which obtains to this dav, was about as follows: 

Under special franchises a private company furnishes the locomo- 
tive and cars in each train and pays the full rate for the freight car- 
ried in addition. AH that the Constitutionalist Railway Co. did was 
to furnish and pay the crew and to furnish fuel, oil, waste, ete. The 
private companies. therefore, maintain the trains, owning and keep- 
Ing them in repair. In addition to that, in order to obtain a certain 
amount of efficiency, they voluntarily paid a regular bonus to the 
Mexican crews, That was abont 1 cent United States currency per 
kilometer to engineers and conductors and one-half cent to other 
members of the crews. 

The books of the various companies will show, I think, what the 
additional cost of this form of service was to them. I believe that 
If Was an increase of about 20 to 30 per cent over the regular freight 
rates which they paid the railway company. Since Carranza took 
over the railways, the freight rates have gone up 25 per cent all 
over the country, the rate for ore in Mexico being about 1 cent 
United States currency per kilometer ton. So that the additional 
cost was about one-quarter of a cent per kilometer ton, which, need- 
less to say, is a considerable and unnecessary addition to the cost of 
mining. l 

Mr. Kearrun. Was any deduction made from the regular freight 
rate on account of trains being furnished and maintained by the 
Private operators ? 

Mr. Toompson. Absolutely not. 

Mr. Kearrun. Do these operators carry freight generally besides 
that arising from their own business? 

Mr. Toompson, Most of these private companies were allowed to 
carry only their own freight. but one American concern, the Oliver 
Trading Co., had a concession to carry miscellaneous freight. a con- 
cession which I believe still obtains. Another American company, 
after the mining business became reduced, owing to the reduction in 
the price of lead and to the increase of taxes of the Carranza gov- 
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ernment, obtained a similar franchise to do commercial business, but 
I believe that this has been merged with the Oliver concession, 
which is now operating the mining company’s trains on a lease. 
This company was the Cia. de Minerales v Metales (the American 
Metals Co.). 

Mr. Kearrun. In carrying freight for the public, what charges 
are made, beyond the ordinary freight charges, by these private 
operators ? 

Mr. Tompson. I am not sure, but I believe the increase is 50 per 
cent over the normal freight se hedule of the Mexican Government. 

Mr. Kearren. Which amount is naturally paid by the consumer? 

Mr. Tompson. Yes. 

Mr. Kearrun. What is the proportion of the freight business done 
by these private operators / 

Mr. Trromrsox. I have no actual figures of the proportion. but 
I believe that during my time in Monterrey considerably more than 
half of the freight business of northern Mexico was being handled 
by the private trains of these foreign companies. I have. however, 
tivured for that time, all the equipment owned by these companies, 
which I think may give point to my statement of this condition. 
The American Smelting & Refining Co.. for instance, operated 31 
locomotives, 20 of which were owned by the company and 11 were 
old constitutionalist railway engines, which the company had taken 
and rebuilt at its own expense. and which by arrangement with the 
railway company it was allowed to operate for, I think, about two 
years before giving them back to the constitutiona lists railway. 
© Mr, Kearrun. You say “the railway company.” The “ railway 
company "is the Mexican Government, is it not? 

Mr. Tro meson. Yes: I accept this correction. The National Rail- 
wavs of Mexico are owned by a stock company in which American 

‘apital predominates. 

Mr. Nearrur, L do not mean the actual technical ownership: what 
I mean is. Ts it not the fact that. irrespective of ownership, the rail- 
roads which were taken over in 1914 have been operated and are 
now operated by the Mexican Government ? 

Mr. Tirowrsox, That. is exactly what I mean. that although the 
technical title is in the name of the stock company. the actual opera- 
tion of the railways, aneluding all the things nee essary for trafhe, 
are in the hands of the constitutionalist: government. whieh has 
taken all of the money which the railways have earned. and has 
never since 914 paid one eent of the tixed charges for whieh the 
National Railways of Mexico, the stock company, is and must be 
responsible. 

Mr. INP ARFUL, Proe eed wath vour statement of the henres. 

Mr. Thowrsox, The American Smelting & Retining Co.. therefore, 
ope rated Sl locomotiv es, and nearly SOO ears, 456 of whic Ah it ow ned, 
and vee of which are either leased from American railway com- 
panies. or are ope vated under the same arrangement with the Con- 
stitutionalist ratlways: that is, they have been rebuilt by the Ameri- 
ean Smelting & Re ining Co. and are to be used by them for a certain 
stated per tod in return for that rebuilding. This estimate of equip- 
ment of the American Smelting & Retining Co. covers the entire 
Republie of Mexico. 
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The Mazapil Copper Co., a British concern, with headquarters at 
Saltillo, which is in the Monterrey district, operates 3 locomotives 
and 350 cars. This company also has a narrow-gauge railway, 
which is used only to carry ore from the mines to the smelter, having 
12 locomotives and 241 narrow-gauge cars, but that has always been 
a private line. The Tezmtlan Copper Co.. which operates in the 
State of Puebla. but has a smelter at San Luis Potosi, and brings 
coal from the Mexican coal fields near Eagle Pass. owns 9 engines 
and about 124 cars. It also operates cars which it has leased from 
American railways. 

The brewery in Monterrey has 2 engines and about 50 cars. 

The American Metals Co. (Cia de Minerales v Metales) has 27 
engines and 464 cars. 

The Monterrey Steel Plant has 8 engines and 75 cars that it owns, 
but it also leases a large number of cars from American railway com- 
panies, That number is constantly changing, owing to the fact that 
it uses these cars to bring coke from the United States. 

The Oliver Trading Co. had, while I was in Monterrey. 3 engines 
and about 50 cars, if I remember correctly. 

There are other mining companies in sonthern Mexico, such as the 
Real del Monte, in Pachuca., and, I think, the El Oro Mining Co., 
which is largely British owned, which have some railway equipment. 
but I can not give the figures. 7 

In giving this list of private trains operated in northern Mexico. 
unfortunately I can not give the list of the equipment operated in 
the north by the Constitutionalist railways themselves. I can only 
state that. from most reliable sources in Monterrey. I learned that the 
Constitutional railway is operating only about 20 per cent of the roll- 
ing stock which was owned by the national railways of Mexico in 
1912. That figure may seem trifling and unbelievable, but when it is 
remembered that during the revolutionary period there was the most 
wanton and unthinking destruction of equipment and personal prop- 
erty of every sort in Mexico, it becomes a httle more believable. 

For instance, when Monterrey was the center of the revolution in 
1915, Gen. Pablo Gonzales, at the head of the Carranza troops. burned 
800 loaded freight cars in the Monterrey vards. in order to keep them 
from falling into the hands of the Villistas. It is the skeletons of 
these cars which line the sidings in Monterrey to-day, and make the 
great vards of that city suggest the ruins in Belgium. 

When I was at Monterrey the estimates given me by Mexican yard- 
men in the employ of the Constitutionalist railways was that there 
were 25 engines handled every 24 hours in the local roundhouse, and 
that there were 20 freight trains, of an average of only 12 cars each, 
passing through the city. There was then an average of four pas- 
Senger trains daily. 

The foreign companies which are operating trains, in addition to 
their equipment of rolling stock. have small but very well-equipped 
machine shops, where the cars and engines are kept in repair. The 
American Smelting & Refining Co. have a beautiful little shop, where 
there are always three or four engines being gone over or rebuilt. 
The American Metals Co. has a slightlv larger shop. and the steel 
plant also has its own equipment, although T may sav that the steel 
plant isa Mexican concern, although its original officers were French 
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and Spanish, who were identified with the business life of Mexico 
City and had been for many years. 

When I was studying this particular phase of the conditions in 
Mexico, for the purpose of making a report to our Government. I 
found myself swept off my feet time and again by the useless horrors 
and destruction which had gone before and was still going on from 
day to day in the very arterial system of Mexican progress, for the 
railways of any country are its arteries, and in Mexico far more than 
the Mexicans themselves have ever realized. I believe that the won- 
derful American enterprise which built these railways and which 
opened up the mines of Mexico is responsible for the maintenance of 
the commercial life of the Republic to-day. 

T have not read Mr. Brown’s testimony, but I wish to state what he 
prebably did not state that under his wise management and under 
the progressive policies of Mr. Brown and the late A. A. Robinson— 
who was president of the Mexican Central Railway before it was 
merged with the national lines—there was built in Mexico a system 
of railways which will do credit to the western territory of our own 
United States. Just before Diaz fell. Mr. Brown put in rock ballast 
and the solid steel on the railways all over northern Mexico at a cost 
unjustified by the traffic at that time, and these are the things that 
are keeping the railways in operation to-day. In traveling over the 
lines of the north, at the sidings where the sick and wheezy engines 
operated by the Constitutionalists had to stop and breathe in order 
to get up enough steam to go on, I walked the rotten ties and dug 
into them with my penknife. The road is ready to fall to pieces. 
and but for the roek ballast and heavy rails would be utterly im- 
vassable. The possibility of operation of the railways there, such 
as there is to-day. is a rugged monument to the enterprise of men like 
Mr. Brown and Mr. Robinson, with the magnificent crew of railway 
builders and operators who went with them in the great pioneer 
period of the Diaz régime. l 

To-day on the base of this monument, the American companies 
which are operating trains and maintaining their shops. have built 
a superstructure which, though it may appear to the world outside 
as a eredit to the current government, because it was built under the 
Carranza régime, is in reality only a manifestation of that indomit- 
able American spirit which has ever been one of the most potent fac- 
tors in the civilization and progress of Mexico. 

Mr. Keareut. When von were in Monterrey did vou have occasion 
to ascertain the opinion of prominent and substantial Mexicans with 
reference to the intervention by the United States in the affairs of 
Mexico? 

Mr. Trrompsox., When I was in Monterrey I made it my business 
to go into conditions there, for the purpose of reporting to my Gov- 
ernment on every phase of the situation. as it was in that wav that 
1 conceived my work in the Consular Service. T think I may sav 
that. simply because I went out to seek this sort of information.. 
got a good deal which was of interest to our Government. and which 
mav be of mterest here, 

Monterrey is, first. only ler miles from the American border. and 
has always been known as one of the * Americanized © cities 0 


Mexico. The Mexicans of that section know the United States an 
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the Americans very well and understand them probably better than 
other Mexicans can. 

Therefore, the upper class, at any rate, look upon the United States 
with respect, if not with affection. and nives >à 
definite possibilities of progress in any assistance which the United 
States might give. I talked with men of that type, as well as many 
others. and found that almost all of them realized that if American 
intervention should come in Mexico it would by no means mean an- 
nexation, but would be rather the sort of medicine we gave Cuba. 
As a result, their minds have not been clouded by any fears of 
American expansion, and they have never taken seriously the Ger- 
man propaganda that the United States was looking with envious 
eves on all of northern Mexico. In the course of these dealings with 
Mexicans I obtained data, all of which tended invariably toward 
the idea of the inevitability and value of some sort of American in- 
tervention. 

Mr. Kearrcy. Have you written up in permanent form the inter- 
views you had with these Mexicans? 

Mr. Toompson. Yes: I wrote that matter up in definite form and 
have it in my personal files. 

Mr. Krarrci. Without giving the names of the parties the inter- 
Views were with, will you furnish them to the committee for the 
record ? 

Mr. Tuompsox. Yes: I can furnish that material, and will be very 
glad to do so, in such form as will absolutely protect my informants. 

Mr. Kearrut. Will you read from the interviews written up by 
you such parts as bear upon the question asked, in such wise as not 
to indicate the identity of the individual? 

Mr. Toompson. Yes. First, I will take the statement of a com- 
paratively young man, the son of one of the original Carranza fami- 
hes in Mexico. This young man is of the type and age to be an 
army officer in case of intervention by a foreign power. He told me 
that he had just been talking with the governor of the State. and 
had said to him: 

I do not feel that in any case we of the upper class can be expected to take 
any part in politics or in the army. There was a time when I felt it would be 
uy duty to go into the army and repel any foreign invasion, in case that should 
come, but that time is no more. 

Then my informant went on to explain to me that the cry of 
patriotism and the geod of the country and the dangers from with- 
out had been sounded so many times in Mexico, and there was such 
Inevitable disappointment with the outrages that were committed 
in the name of patriotism, that there was little or no patriotism 
left in the minds of the upper-class Mexicans. He said of his own 
volition what was told me by many other Mexicans of means: 

In case of invasion or any serious revolution the Government officials, as 
they are now constituted, would make that the eceasion for assessing a large 
“loan” on anybody who had anything for the purpose of paying for “ defense,” 
and as soon as the money was collected they would run off and not protect 
anything, 

Another Mexican, whose sympathies were still with the old Diaz 
regime, stated the same thing with regard to forcing loans. This 
man is a sympathizer with Americans, not as a dependent or inferior, 
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but as a man who understands the Americans and is understood by 
them better than by his own people to-day. He felt that he would 
welcome American intervention, for the simple reason that it would 
be the best thing for Mexico, and because he was sure that it would 
mean no such terrible thing as the lower-class Mexicans are led to be- 
heve it would. In connection with that he told me of the time when 
the Americans came in 1847, how it was said that all the lower classes 
flocked to the hills in terror. staved there three days, and then came 
back loaded with baskets of food to sell to the soldiers. “It would 
be like that all over again.” he said. with reference to the possible 
coming of other American troops. 

Another prominent man, an original sympathizer with the Madero 
revolution, considered that the false Mexican pride was the chief 
stumbling block in the solution of the Mexican problem. He said: 

Germany, Which is a great power, is not ashamed to ask other powers to 
come and police their country, and yet Mexico is too proud to allow such a 
thing. Tt seems as if there wust be something wrong with a pride like that, 
as if it were not entirely justified by the frets in the cease. 

Ile frankly stated that he believed that Mexico would have to be 
policed or handled by some outside foree—he hoped by the League 
of Nations. as that would be much more simple than the United 
States. from the Mexican viewpoint. In that connection he re- 
marked, © Carranza is anti-American, of course.” ‘This man’s atti- 
tude is one of absolute hopelessness as far as Carranza is concerned, 
He has hope that some rebel leader may become important and strong 
enough to obtain the support of the United States. and thus be able 
to oust Carranza. Tt always is understood in Mexico that the United 
States put Carranza in power, and can put him out and some one 
else in whenever it so desires. 

A prominent Mexican who has had connection with the banking 
business, but who has no definite political afliliation. looked at the 
question from an economic viewpoint. Ie spoke at considerable 
Jeneth during one interview Thad with him of the false pride which 
kept Mexico from taking help, or even advice. He expressed the be- 
lief that there was no hope of getting peace in Mexico under the 
present Government, and said that no profitable change seemed pos- 
sible withont the aid of the United States. 

Conditions and business are goling to worse and worse extremes 
so rapidly that he could see no hope now of business getting back 
on its feet without outside aid, and such aid the Mexican Govern- 
ment was not only unable but unwilling to give. Ile cited the cost 
of money. up to 5O and 75 per cent a vear, and then traced back 
over the tangled mass of causes which had led up to that condition. 
which had made legitimate business impossible and forced Mexico 
to “live on her fat.” as he expressed it. 

He said that credit had been utterly and completely destroved by 
the present Government, so thoroughly destroved that the people 
had not even faith in the Government gold coins. and questione 
the value of the 2} peso gold piece. He said that credit could 
not be restored by the Mexicans themselves in a generation, and 
then only by a herculean effort. efforts of which the country was 
utterly incapable; that only the United States had the credit to 
fnance the Mexican industry and business: and that credit would 
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pot come now because there was no faith in Mexico, He traced 
the vicious circle round and round, always reaching the same point 
of completely broken faith in both the present Government and 
in Mexico herself, 

Another man who had also been in the banking business stated 
to me that he believed Mexico can never be settled by the present 
(Government because of its outrages, and, further, the belief of 
evervone that it can not start upon the basis upon which all build- 
ing must be done—that is. the basis of confidence of the people: but, 
as he s aid, “ what else is there”? The inference was, from what he 
said again and again, that it was up to the United States. 

A man prominent in manufacturing pointed out to me that, 
owing to the fact that if a Mexican supported Carranza he was a 
prev to bandits, and if he should buy off the bandits he was a prey 
to the Carrancistas as a “traitor.” the present position of Mexi- 
rans of standing in the country must of necessity be one of abso- 
lite apathy. for “no government in the last LO vears has ever been 
able to prove itself strong enough to justify i any man with anything 
to ain throwing his influence with it.” 

The above expression, of a high-class Mexican’s attitude, is sig- 
nificant for its obvious truth, and as an explanation of why Car- 
ranza can not command the support of men with ability and prop- 
erty, who must keep themselves in such condition as to be able 
to prove to the next fellow who comes to power that they never 
really meant it with Carranza. 

A condition, which is probably largely local in Monterrey, came 
to my attention many times in Connection with Mexicans who had 
been ruined by the revolution, but who have obtained capital from 
the United States and had been able to rebuild their business. 
These were men who had had dealings with Mexicans in Monterrey 
and also with Americans in the border towns, but when thev were 
ruined and had to begin again their Mexican associates had refused 
to help them, while the banks and their friends on the border many 
times advanced them considerable sums of money on their personal 
and unsecured notes. 

Mr. Kearrvn. Is that the character of men whose opinions you 
lave been quoting? 

Mr. THompson. No, sir. This is the only man I have mentioned 
who had had favors from Americans. 

Mr. Kearrun. Were the men whose opinions you have been quot- 
ing men of business and high standing in the community ? 

Mr. THOMPSON, They were, and in addition they were men who 
were not dependent in any way upon the favor or the trade of the 
United States. 

Mr. Krarrcn., What is the reason for the necessity of withholding 
their names from publication in your testimony ? 

Mr. THompson. These men are living in Mexico under the suffer- 
ence of the bandit type who now control the Government. If their 
testimony were given out. or if by my description of them it were 
possible for them to be identified by the Carrancistas. thev would be 
persecuted by iniquitous taxes, bv false imprisonment. and by under- 
ground attacks which would ruin them politically, personally. and 
financially. In fact, I may say that some of the men whom I have 
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pored have suffered in the past from just that sort of persecution. 
They are men who have never taken part actively ìn polities, and 
have, therefore, never come under even the simulated legal ban of 
having been a traitor or enemy to the constitutionalist cause. They 
are subject to persecution only because they attended to their own 
business, and did not actively support the Carranza régime. 

To return to the type of men who obtained credit in the United 
States when their own people refused help. I may sav that men of 
that type have learned from personal experience, which touches them 
very deeply, that the American is just and that he will express faith 
in those who are worthy of it. This bond is a strong one wherever 
it exists, and that it does exist has been proved by the expressions of 
men of that tvpe to me. I consider it something of which we as 
Americans can be very proud, that men of our country continue to 
express their faith, as they do, in Mexico and have proven their 
ability and their honesty. 

I of course talked to many men of less prominence, and I would 
like to say here that the small-calibered middle-class Mexican (who 
really does not see much farther than the peon), who thinks only of 
the day. who has been educated in the United States or has had busi- 
ness there: this tvpe of man has all the false pride and sensitiveness 
which marks Mexicans as a whole. This type of man believes in his 
heart that something outside Mexico might solve the problem and 
undoubtedly would solve it, and his only objection is the fact that if 
this outside aid would come, and was even accepted, it would be a 
reflection upon that same Mexican pride. This “ pride” is perhaps 
their only trait which is understood by the State Department and 
by the White House, and sometimes it seems to be the only point 
which is considered by our officials dealing with the Mexican Gov- 
ernment. That condition has been so overemphasized and petted 
that as a resnlt that pride has taken the form of braggadocio, and 
a belief that Americans are afraid of Mexico. 

Mr. Krarren. Did you secure the opinions of any foreigners, other 
than Americans, who were prominent in business in that section? 

Mr. Trowpson. I made it a point to interview a number of these 
men, and think that perhaps the statements of two of them will be 
of interest. Both of them are business men. 

One of these men stated to me that there is “a very large propor- 
tion of genuine pro-Aimericans among the leading Mexicans here.” 
the result of educating their children in the United States and of the 
trade they have with Americans. Ie feels. however, that. it is not 
entirely safe to Judge the pro-Americanism of to-dav without taking 
into consideration the fact that the only trade of importance 1 
Monterrey is now with the United States, and that there is actual 
financial prefit to be gained from the friendship of that country. 
On the other hand, he felt that the situation of its being worth while 
to be friendly with the United States would always be the only hold 
that Americans will ever have over the Mexicans anyway, so that 
the feeling of pro-Americanism is “good business “is really a 
solid ground to work upon. He said. cautiously, that although he 
had known the Mexicans for many years he never felt that. he could 
really tell what a Mexican was thinking about him, This man sa} 
that in case of foreign intervention all the business men would 
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pro-American, and the lower classes would remain divided, as they 
are to-day. 

The other foreigner whom I will quote is a keen analyst of Mexi- 
can character. Like all men of means in that section, he is fearful 
of the present Government. He explained that the Mexican mind 
naturally takes an opinion contrary to yours, and especially admires 
the man who is fighting against odds, that being the Mexican idea 
of being “muy hombre,” or a real man. That explains much of the 
sympathy for Germany, for the German propaganda work of Ger- 
many “ hine the world” has had much effect. It also explains 
Carranza’s apparently insane opposition to the United States at 
every turn as part of his campaign to gain prestige in Latin Amer- 
ica. This foreigner expressed the opinion of the intelligent business 
man of this section when he laughed at Carranza’s treatment. of 
bolshevism and anarchy and his treaties with Latin-American powers, 
and says this latter is only a form of Latin pomp. This man is 
obviously pro-American, but rather unhappy over our trade methods, 
and says Mexico will go back to Europe if present trade methods are 
continued. He believes that business in Mexico will remain at prac- 
tically a standstill until confidence is restored in the Government, 
but does not say when, if ever, he expects the present Government 
can have the confidence of the people. 

_ Mr. Kearrut. Do the things vou have stated with respect to Mex- 
icans. as to the necessity for withholding their names, apply to these 
foreigners as well? : 

Mr. THompson. Yes; it certainly does. 

Mr. Kearrun. Is it safe to even give their nationality ? 

Mr. THompson. Absolutely not; because that might help identify 

these men. 
_ Mr. KearrtL. Do you think, if they were known or might be 
identified there would be danger of reprisals being visited upon 
them by the present Mexican authorities for having expressed such 
sentiments ? 

Mr. Tompson. J think such reprisals would be forthcoming, un- 
doubtedly: although, as these foreigners are not Americans, Car- 
ranza would have to be much more careful and roundabout in his 
persecution of them than he need be with Americans. 

Mr. Kearrun. What do you find to be the opinion of Americans 
operating in Mexico with reference to the solution of the Mexican 
problem ? 

Mr. THompson. I know of no American in northern Mexico who 
does not consider that intervention by the United States would be a 
real solution of the Mexican problem. Most of them who still re- 
mam, however, recognize that if such intervention should come it 
might injure their business, and not only theirs, but the business and 
the immediate future of Americans in other sections of Mexico, 

hese men recognize, however, that in case of intervention Monterrey, 
being a strategic point of great importance, would be taken and 
held by the Americans probably longer than any other single section, 
and knowing our people and our methods they realize that if an 
American administration had suflicient time it would gain the con- 
fidence of the Mexican people. and that the business of residents of 
Monterrey would, therefore. have time to recover. They are. there- 
fore, free from the feeling of the Americans in southern Mexico that 
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their personal profit demands that they should be left alone, They 
look at the problem with considerable clarity, and I think I will get 
none of them in trouble with Carranza by saving that they would 
accept American intervention in Mexican affairs. 

These men, when I was in Monterrey, liad been and were fighting 
the battles of America on a frontier, which we at home mav not 
recognize as a frontier, but with a patriotism and love of country 
which compared favorably with the attitude of any American in this 
country or in France. They were keeping the light of American 
prestige burning abroad amid great discouragements, from their own 
Government as well as from Mexico, and were as thorough Ameri. 
cans and as willing to stand or fall by our Government, whatever it 
did during the war, as any Amerteans alive. They are friendly to 
Mexicans, and are respected and honored by them, and such belief in 
intervention as they have is solely with the idea of helping Mexico 
rather than helping themselves. That attitude of believing in the 
value of intervention for Mexico herself is, I believe, almost uni- 
versal in the minds of Americans in Mexico. There are men whose 
business would be entirely ruined by American occupation, but these 
men, beeause they beleve in Mexico and believe in the value of 
American influence m Mexico, nevertheless believe that American 
aid will truly solve her problems, 

Mr. Kearecen. We sometimes hear statements from a few Ameri- 
cans In Mexico to the effect that the Mexican problem is in fair 
process of being solved by the Carranza government, and that there 
is no need for outside help. Have vou heard of such Americans? 

Mr. Trompsox., I have heard of them, and I have talked with them 
in this country. 

Mr. Kearrer. Do vou know the reason for that attitude? 

Mr. THomesox, T believe that wherever that attitude appears It 
is purely from a selfish viewpoint. These men are making money 
and are comfortable under the Carranza régime, because, as I stated 
early in my testimony, they have learned how to “handle” the 
Carrancistas, and they are making money and getting prominence 
out of it. 

Mr. Kearrer. Tow do thev handle the Carrancistas? 

Mr. Thompson, They handle them, as F stated above, very largely 
by bribery. I believe. and by friendships, which thev have established 
with the men who, two or three years ago, they regarded and called 
in private cut-throats, bandits, and assassins. T beheve that any 
American who, at the present time. is in favor of Carranza is speak- 
ing in the interest of his own personal profit. either directly or in- 
directly. and no American who knows Mexico thoroughly to-day or 
who knew it m the past. can believe that the present government 
ean or will solve the Mexiean problem. . 

Mr. Kearkun. As a matter of general interest. what can you say 
about the operation in Mexico of the Enemy Trading List that was 
made up by our War Trade Board during the war with Germany ! 

Mr. Tuomrsox, That was naturally a subject whieh had to do 
with most of my official work when I was in the consulate at Mon- 
terrey. Without going into any great detail, I may state that the 
Enemy Trading List, as applied to Mexico, was supposedly directed 
against German firms or anti-American Mexicans, the idea being 
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in Mexico, as all over the world, to prevent the Germans from gain- 
Ing prestige and trade advantage which might, during the war, or 
afterwards, redound to the advantage of the enemies’of the Allies. 
In Monterrey, however, and I believe in all of Latin America, from 
what I have been able to hear, the Enemy Trading List iud almost 
the opposite effect, especially in sections close to the border. where 
the complicated operations and application of the * black list™ made 
It almost impossible for anyone who wished to deal honestly with 
the regulations of the War Trade Board to get any goods. ‘The 
Germans in Monterrey, for instance, knew of the * black list “` almost ~~ 
immediately upon its preparation in Washington in October, 1917. 
The black list did not go into effect until December, so that in the 
two months previous to its operation the Germans imported tre- 
mendous quantities of all sorts of goods across our border to replen- 
ish their stocks. During the war thev used either their own influence 
with the Mexicans or the knowledge of the black hst they had 
obtained for the replenishment of their stocks steadily. 

The result was that profiteering was rampant. and that the 
Mexicans as well as the foreigners of Monterrey paid tremendous 
prices for all drugs and hardware (the lines in which the Germans 
predominated), and that through that profiteering the Germans 
gained capital and a hold on the trade of Mexico which it will be 
almost impossible to break in years to come. The friendly foreign- 
ers and Mexican concerns did import some goods. but this was 
always subject to great delays and expensive losses. In the drug 
business, for instance, there were practically no firms except the 
Germans, who had large stocks, and in case of sickness. and es- 
pecially during the influenza epidemic, the foreigners were forced 
to go to the German drug stores to get drugs and supplies. I have 
known personally of dozens of patriotic Americans who went to 
the back doors of German drug stores at night, in order to get a 
prescription filled. and to conceal their identity from critical per- 
sons. The same thing applied in the hardware business, and the 
stocks of American goods which the Germans had always handled, 
because American goods were always more popular with the Mexi- 
cans, were steadily replenished and the windows of these stores 
always carried fresh American goods at most astonishingly high 
prices. During the war the Black List was revised from time to 
time, and all Mexicans were always anxious to conciliate those in 
charge of the permits for importation of goods; but the ultimate 
result was never good, and the psychological attitude of the Mexi- 
cans toward Americans and American merchandise in Monterrey 
has suffered extremely through the operation of the Black List. l 

Mr. Keanrvun. Did you know of an individual who ealled himself 

Mr. Toompson. Yes: I knew Dr. Atl personally in Paris in 1913, 
hut I have not seen him since. 

Mr. Kearrun. What is his real name? 

Mr. THompsox. Gerardo Murillo. 

Mr. Kearrcn. What was lis connection with the Carranza revo- 
lution ? 

Mr. Toompsox. He was in Paris during the Carranza revolu- 
hon, posing as an artist. but actually the head of the Constitutional- 
ist “Junta ” in Paris. It is said that he was personally responsible 


1944 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


for the failure of ‘the loan which Huerta tried to float in Europe in 
1913. Carraġža had announced that when he got to Mexico City 
he would*réptidiate that loan, and Dr. Atl. as the representative of 
the Constitutionalists in Paris, went to various members of the 
Paris’Boitrse, and finally got publicity in a prominent Paris news- 
paper-sf that report, and the immediate result was that the French 
'hankers decided that they would not underwrite the Huerta loan. 
Dr. Atl later returned to Mexico and was made director of the 
‘National Academy of Fine Arts. He has always been known as 
*a prominent Carrancista, and has always been classified as 
one of the so-called Bolshevists. He was, I believe, in this country, 
in the early part of this vear and was among those deported as an 
undesirable citizen under the espionage act, along with the Russians, 
Emma Goldman, ete. 

Mr. Kerarrun. Have vou in vour possession a letter written by 
Dr. Atl to a representative of Carranza in the United States from 
Paris’ 

Mr. Trrompsox, Such a letter came into my possession about four 
months ago and interested me considerably, as it was written when 
I was seeing Dr. Atl in Paris and when, as I sav, I knew him only 
as an artist. 

Mr. Kesrrvre. Do vou also have a translation of that letter? 

Mr. Tuo{Įmrsox. I have a translation of that letter. 

Mr. Krearrer. Do vou object to placing it in the record? 

Mr. Thompson, No, sir. 

Mr. Kearrun. The letter will be inserted as follows. the name of 
the person to whom the letter is addressed being omitted : 


3 Bis BAGREUN STREET, PARIS, 
CONSTITUTIONALIST JUNTA OF MEXICO. 
Paria. 


My Brnovep: Your letter has been, extremely gratifying to me because it 
brings me news of vou and because I see you are battling for the revolution— 
for the eternal revolution, savior of the world. All my energies are for the 
revolution in Mexico, which I thus define: 

Land and liberty, 

Land and liberty for all. 

The appointment by Citizen Carranza in selecting you seems to me very 
appropriate, and both of us—you and I—van be very useful if we get together 
in active interchange of ideas and documents. On my part I ofer you our 
periodical now and hereafter: if vou wish to make a serious study of Mexican 
aWairs, T wih publish it for yon in some one of the most important reviews of 
Paris, In all the press I have good friends and we ean make—we are making— 
an intelligent campaign in favor of Mexico. 

When you have any interesting information and can send it by telegraph 
it will be very useful to us. 

I translate the clippings you send. Once they are used, I shall return them 
to Vou. . 

At this very moment. in the Chamber of Deputies. an interpellation is being 
made on the loan. Phe minister of finance will not allow the bends of the loan 
te be quoted on the exchange, and will not permit any operation to be 
officially made on suid loan. 

This, as you see. is decisive and constitutes a triumph, which is due to Diaz 
Lombardo, Alvares Rul, and Lizardi. 

The recognition of the beligerency of the revolutionaries would be desirable. 
for, as you say, the revolution would take an enormous impulse. Money and 
arms are What are licking. Indeed. I believe so. If veu could see the 
poverty through which we are passing here. Fortunately, I nm better trained 
to get along as a butfoon thin all the fakirs of the Ganges, 

One here is entirely up to date as to the events that are transpiring in 
Mexico and as to the attitude of the United States, 
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I am very glad to deliver your good wishes to the committee in Paris, and 
I am happier still to shake your hand most fraternally. 

And to read something worth while from you as soon as possible. 

I call myself Atl and not Murillo. 


Paris, July 31, 1913. 


Mr. Kearrut. In this letter Dr. Atl makes use of the slogan, more 
or less familiarly known in Mexico among the radical class of revo- 
{ntionists, namely, “ Land and liberty.” What do you understand 
oT intended by that class when they use the slogan, ‘“ Land and 
hiberty “? 

Mr. Tuompsox. That phrase, apparently, interpreted in Mexico, 
both in the explanations by the orators and radical type and also by 
its operation, to mean land without payment, and the liberty to take 
what vou want. 7 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you mean the land that belongs to others should 
he taken and divided among the revolutionists, without payment, 
and the liberty of those who have not to take from those who have, 
without. payment ? 

Mr. Toompson. These were certainly the promises which were 
made by the revolutionists to the Mexican people, and that promise 
was expressed by that slogan of “ Land and Liberty.” 

Mr. Kearrv_. What has been your observation as to the carrying 
out of that slogan, according to that definition, as evidenced by the 
acts of the Carranza revolutionists? 

Mr. Tuompson. My observation has been that the land has been 
taken from those who had it and has been given to those who had 
not, but the favored section of the “have nots” has been the Car- 
ranza officials and generals, who I learned have obtained possession 
of many of the finest landed properties in Mexico, which they are 
operating for their own profit. In many cases they have had, as 
farm labor. soldiers of the army, the laborers being the same ty 
of Mexicans to whom the promise of free land was held out. He 
only thing free, one might say, being the permission to labor upon 
these haciendas for the meager pay of a Mexican private soldier. 

Mr. KearruL. Does that apply to the farms that ave been bought 
and developed and built up as homes by American colonists in 
Mexico? 

Mr. Toomeson. I am so informed that that is the case in such 
sections as Tampico, but I have no personal knowledge of that. 

Mr. Kearrvn. What do you understand to be meant by Dr. Atl. 
when he speaks in his letter of “the Eternal Revolution, savior of 
the world”? 

Mr. Toomeson. Dr. Atl is a radical, by his own statement and by 
his association with radicals in this country and in Europe and in 
Mexico. That letter was written, I believe, in 1913, and his identi- 
fication of the Mexican revolution with the Eternal Revolution 
means, I believe, that he considers the Mexican revolution as a phase 
of the world revolution advocated by Lenin and Trotski. 

Mr. Kearrut. It was on account of sentiments such as those that. 
he was deported from this country as an undesirable alien / 

Mr. Toomrsox. So I understand. 

Mr. Kearrcy. Did vou know a Mexican lawyer named Jorge Vera 
Estaño] ? oS 
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Mr. Thompson. I knew Mr. Vera Estafiol sightly in Mexico, and 
T understand he is now living in Los Angeles. He was a man of 
great prominence as an educator and as a student of Mexican affairs. 
Ile was connected with the educational plans of Gen. Diaz, and was. 
I believe. minister of education under Matero. ~ wult 

Mr. NKearron. Was he recognized as a man of integrity and high 
standing in Mexico?’ , 

Mr. Trrompson. I do not believe that any Mexican will deny that 
he ranked with the best of the intellectuals. 

Mr. Kearrer Have vou a letter written by him, expressing his 
opinion upon the Carranza régime?’ 

Mr. Tuompsonx., I have a copy of a letter which he wrote to a 
Mexican publication m the United States, speaking of the new con- 
stitution. 

Mr. Kearren. Will vou submit that for the record? 

Mr. Tarosmpsoxn. Yes. sir. 

Mr. Kearrer. That may go into the record. as follows: . 

In one place it (the 1917 constitution) recognizes the existence of individual 
property and thus does not place all lands at the service of the community: 
and in another place all lands are declared potentially socializable, which 
depreciates their valne, makes AiMicult any opportunities for operations whieh 
actually divide and subdivide it, and impedes the investment of capital in its 
developinent >a condition indispensable to its being eut up to snedl parcels, and 
agriculture remains stationary. When the most sanguine hope consists, in 
the case of expropriation, in receiving n paper depreciated 25 to 30 per cent 
below normal, ef the nominal value of the property, it is not human to hope 
that the owner will put into it either work or protection or money. Thus, the 
régime is neither properly individualistie, because it does not eontain serious 
guaranties of the private patrimony. nor is it eomnnunistie. beeause it does not 
place the real estate at the service of the community. It is essentially a régime 
of institutional despotism, sinee, under the guise of a constitutional system, 
it dedicates the program of thetts and robberies which have been carried oul 
by the armed citizenry during the revolutionary period. And the ” armel 
eitizenry © Owhe are now called “ public functionaries “y have interpreted ad- 
mivrably the spirit of the political cabal, 

Mer. Krarrer. During the time vou were in Mexico doing literary 
work, and acting as the vice consul at Monterrey, and since vou left 
Mexico. have vou been a student of Mexican history and of the Mexi- 
ean problem asat new eNlsts’ i ; 

Mr. Tuomrsos. I have devoted considerable attention to the Mexi- 
can preblent an many of its phases. more particularly the social. 

Mr. Weareur. Have vou formed a detinite opinion that vou care 
to state in vegard to what you think ought to be done to solve the 
Mexican problem ! | 

Mr. FPnoesmrsoxs. During my residence in Mexico in the time of 
Gen. Diag L always felt that Mexico should and must be an inde- 
pendent country, and that the Mexteaus were pertectly capable of 
soling them own problems, perhaps becanse there was at the time 
verowinge iitloence of Amenean ideas, politieal and economile. which 
were filtering into the cousctousness of the Mexican people and mto 
their conception of governmental and seeial rights. I left Mexico 
“in 110, somes hat previous to the revelation of Madero, and during 
the time of my residence in thts country and abroad and up to my 
return to Monterrey in MIS | was opposed to intervention asa solu- 
tion of the Mexican problem, To dad not beheve thatit would do the 
work. and when I returned toe Merteo as vice consul at Monterrey 
earried that idea with me. 
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My experience in Monterrey Jed to a change in my ideas, and I 
then realized that intervention was a solution ol the Mexican prob- 
lem from the Mexican viewpoint. I remain convinced. however, 
that from our own viewpoint as Americans it was decidedly subject 
to serious doubts, first, because I did not believe that our people 
wished intervention in Mexico or to send an army there. and sec- 
oudiy, because I feared that an Aimercan occupation of Mexico would 
create a feeling against Americans which it might take vears to 
eradicate. The Mexicans, however, with whom 1 talked in Mon- 
terrey convinced me that if occupation by the United States would 
have the form in which we occupied Cuba, that that danger of un- 
friendliness toward our people could very safely be dise ounted. I 
certainly think that intervention in Mexico would be a partial solu- 
tion of the Mexican problem, particularly if such intervention is han- 
dled by men of the type whom we sent to Cuba and the Philippines, 
and there is no reason to believe that such men will not be av allable. 

The only real objection to American intervention in Mexico as the 

cost in money and blood to this country, but a stiuly of the Mexican 
problem from the United States in the recent months has convinced 
me that Mexico in her present state is a menace to our peace and to 
the solution of our own problem, As the situation is now developing, 
I believe we are very likely to be forced into intervention in Mexico 
by some such diplomatic Impasse as forced us into the war in Eu- 
rope, long after our entrance would have saved the situation at rela- 
tively little cost and without the after effects which have come from 
the long continuance of the European War. I beleve now that if 
we had had a firm policy toward Mexico from 1910 on, as we had had 
a firm policy toward Diaz. that the Mexican problem wonld not now 
loom as an American problem. The only question in my mind re- 
garding the manner of intervention is whether, if we prepare onr- 
selves to go into Mexico, that very preparation would not settle 
Mexican TA The influence which the United States must exert 
in Mexico is moral, and if the time has passed when moral intluence 
can be exerted in Mexico without physical foree, then the time has 
come when we must use that physical force, but I am far from con- 
vinced that the moral stand might not even now do the work w ith- 
out war. 

I may sav that is my opinion, as the result of my observation of 
the Mexican situation and of the American attitude toward Mexico. 
that though we have almost lost the chance of impressing Mexico 
with the necessity of its being a civilized community. without our 
actually civilizing it. I still cling fondly to the hope that firmness 
may some day be tried before it is fore ‘ed on us. 

There will be an election in Mexico in Julv. and T am told by 
parties close to the administration that the White House is wait- 
mg upon the result of that election. Whether the election satisfies 
the White House or not. I fear that the apparent ignorance cf the 
White House of actual conditions mav lead to its support of a man 
even less desirable than Carranza. Tf the election means the be- 
inning of a truly new régime in Mexico, T beheve that we would not 
intervene. but if it has only the semblance of a new régime we will, 
in my opinion, drift rapidly toward intervention. 

Mr. Kearrci. What kind of a new régime do you refer to? 
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Mr. THosrsox, I refer toa regime which will be dominated more 
Ly the eterna] lorie of political economy as personified in intelligent 
Mexicans than by the peculiarly Mexican dogmatic conception per- 
senined by the radicals now in control. 

Mr. KrarfvL Do vou mean that element which is represented 
by the inteliectia] class now exiled from Mexico? 

Mr. Tuomon. J believe that the Mexican problem will be solvel 
only by the Cooperation of that class. I have given some attention 
to the social, and Particularly the racial phase of Mexican history 
and polities. and I beheve that it is true that to-day there are fewer 
men of European eniture and race in Mexico than at any time sine 
the Spaniards were driven cut in 1521, or a brief period during the 
revolution previous to Diaz, when there was a similar’exile of the 
higher type of Mexicans to this countrv. Diaz brought those men 
hack ta help him solve his problems, and it was through their aid, 
and chiefly through their aid. that he was able to build up a modern 
State in Mexin. Whatever is the outcome of the Mexican election, 
or the outcome of the American intervention which may, be forced 
a~ the result of that election, these men who to-day até living im 
penury in the Unite] States must be taken back to Mexico and 
must become an integral part of the Mexican (rovernment. 

Mr. Krarrer. These men are hving not only in the United States, 
but in other Parts of the world. are thev not? 

vo: LHeMePsON, They ane. 
i ap Beart Ts there anvthing further. Mr. Thompson, you care 

Mr. Ta ou hare not already covered? 

= : HOM PSON, No 

(Witness excuse?) 

(Thereupon at 12.30 clack p. m. the committee adjourned.) 
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24, 1920. 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON Foreign RELATIONS, 
Washington, D. C. 
Testimony taken at Washington, D. C., March 24, 1820, by Francis 
J. Kearful, Esq.. in pursuance of an order of the Subcommittee of 
the Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate. 


TESTIMONY OF WILEY KING. 


(The witness was sworn by Mr. Kearful.) 

Mr. Kearrc.. You may state your full name. 

Mr. Kine. Wiley King. 

Mr. KearreL. Where do you live? 

Mr. Kiya. I live near Chickasha, Okla.; my address is Chickasha. 

Mr. Kearrcn. Are you an American citizen? 

Mr. Kino. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrut. Where were you born? 

Mr. Kine. State of Missouri. 

Mr. Krarror. How long were you in Mexico? 

Mr. Kina. I don’t know whether I can remember the exact time 
ornot. I think I went there in November, 1903, in the fall of 1903, 
and I left there in October, 1917. 

Mr. Kearrut. What was your business in Mexico? 

Mr. Kina. Farming and stock raising. 

Mr. KearruL. At what place? 

Mr. King. At the Atascador hacienda, in the State of Vera Cruz, 
district of Valles. 

Mr. Kearruu. How far is that place from Tampico? 

Mr. Kina. How far is it from Aarnio ? 

Mr. KearrouL. Yes. 

Mr. Kına. Some 65 miles, I believe. is the distance. 

Sa Kearrun. Was this place called Atascador a colony of Ameri- 
cans? 

Mr. Kıxe. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrci. About how many Americans were located there? 

Mr. Krxg. I never did know exactly. There were something in the 
neighborhood of a little over 100, I think, families and single per- 
sons together, 

Mr. Kearrvn. Was their business the same as yours? 

Mr. Kine. Yes, sir. l 

Mr. Kearror. How many acres of ground did you have? 

| 1949 
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Mr. Kaine. Four hundred and twenty-five. 

Mr. Nearren. How did vou get it? 

Mr. Kine, I purchased it froma New York company, E. H. Camp- 
ell & Co. At the time he had a business enterprise in Tampico. 
vrading and building sewer systems in Tampico, grading streets, ete. 

Mr. Kerarrun. Did these American families that you speak of own 
small tracts similar to vours ¢ 

Mr. Kise. Some owned Jess and some owned a good deal more: 
some of them owned as much as I did and some went up as high as 
DAD acres. 

Mr. Krearren. How mueh did vou have in cultivation’ 

Mr. King. About 100 acres. 

Mr. Kearrer What improvements did you have? 

Mr. Kine. I had it all fenced and cross fenced into three different 
fields and im pasture. I hada house, a barn, and a well, and a wind- 
milh and such like as.that on the place. 

Mr. Kearrun. W eee 

Mr. King. Yes. si 

Mr. Kearrur. See implements / 

Mr. Kine. Yes. sir: and cattle. 

Mr. Kearkun. Did vou raise cattle? 

Mr. King. Yes. sir: I raised cattle. 

Mr. Kearrun. What agricultural products did vou raise’ 

Mr. Wine. F raised beans and corn, principally. 

Mr. Kearrcn. What sort of a country was that place when you 
and your neighbors went there’ 

Mr. King. Well it had been a large stock raneh. There was 192. 
OOO acres in the ranch. Tt had been purchased by this New York 
company. E. TE Campbell & Co. and was held by them without any 
Americans at all on it. or anybody, except probably a family or two 
of Mexicans. 

Mr. Kearren. Had it been improved in any way? 

Mr. Kine. Nov sir: it was not improved, except just a few ranch 
houses where they stayed to herd cattle. 

Mr. Kearen Did the colonists have a school 4 

Mr. King. Yes. sir. 

Mr. Wrareun. Did they maintain it themselves’ 

Mr. Wane. Fhey maintained the school themselves. 

Mr. Kearren. Without any aid from the Mexicans’ 

Mr. Kiss. We never got any aid whatever from the Mexican 
authorities for the school, 

Mr. Krarren. How did you happen to go to Mexico? 

Mr. Kaine. There were some solicitors in Chickasha who had gone 
down there and gone onto that tract of land, and got upa contract 
with Campbell to purchase and colonize it. and they got to advertis- 
ing it and I went down then. 

Mr. Keakren Yon went down to look at ìt’ 

Mr. Wine. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrut. And found there was a good opportunity there’ 

Mre. Kaine. Yes. sir. 

Mr. KWeanrkeun. For a home? 

Mr. KiNe. For a home. 

Mr. K EARFUL. How did vou tind) conditions at the time vou wenl 
there. as to security. for life and property ? 
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Mr. Kine. Well. it proved to be good up to the revolution. 

Mr. Kearrtt. When did your first troubles begin / 

Mr. Kise. Our first troubles begun, I think, it was when—the real 
troubles, there night have been some minor troubles—when the 
Americans entered Vera Cruz. 

Mr. Kearrcn. What kind of people were these colonists? 

Mr. Kine. They were the farming class of people, very honest, 
and enterprising, as a rule. 

Mr. Kearrut. People of good character? 

Mr, Kine. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Keanrut, Did they own their places? 

Mr. Kine. They owned their places. 

Mr. Kearrct. Did they pay their taxes and their debts, and abide 
by the laws of the country ? 

Mr. Kine. Yes, sir. , 

Mr. Kearrtt. How did the inhabitants of that settlement com . 
pare with the inhabitants of agricultural settlements in this cour- 
try? l f 

Mr. Kine. I think, speaking of my own country in Oklahoma, 
they compared a little above. They all owned their own property, 
and they were independent from one another. 

Mr. Kearrunt. How were you treated by the Mexicans when you 
went there, and for some years afterward? 

Mr. King. We were treated well. There was one man, Mr. Pablo 
Rodriquez. had a large ranch right adjoining us, and he instructed 
his people to be good to us, the people he had working for him on his 
ranch, and they all treated us pretty well. That was the ranch 
neht close to us. 

Mr. Keareur. How did the Americans treat the Mexicans? 

Mr. Kise. They treated them very nicely, as far as I ever heard. 
I never heard of anv abuses at all. 

Mr. Kearrei, Were they always friendly and on good terms 
with the Mexicans? 

Mr. Kine. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrun. You sav vour first troubles began about the time 
of the landing of the American forces in Vera Cruz? Were there any 
outrages committed prior to that time? 

Mr. Kixc. Now. I believe there were. T believe the outrages com- 
mitted on the Gourd tract were before that time. 

Mr. Kearrun. Will you explain what that was? 

Mr. Kine. Well, they roped Mr. Gourd, and threw the rope over 
a mesquite tree and held him up, while some of the others committed 
outrages on the girls. 

Mr. Kearrtn. Was he a member of the Atascador Colony? 

Mr. Kixe. Yes, sir: adjoining my farm. 

Mr. Kearrvn. What efforts were made to capture the perpetrators 
of that outrage? 

Mr. Kiso. Mr. Gourd and the two girls came to my house imme- 
lately after that happened. that night, and came and told me what 
had happened, and I remarked, “ My God.” I sent my boys and a 
Mexican to Coco after the ITuerta soldiers. 

Mr. Krarrun. Did the soldiers come? 

Mr. Kixg. No, sir: they said they didn’t have any orders to leave 
the station, and couldn't come without orders. 
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Mr. Kearrun. Were the men who committed that outrage after-  ‘ 
wards caught? l 

Mr. Kine. Yes, sir; those same soldiers, through the efforts of | 
the governor and the American consul, kept making inquiries, and 
they wanted me to name the ones we thought had committed the 
outrage. I named the Javala family and one other Mexican, I for- 
get his name, and told the boys to tell that captain at Coco to arrest 
those fellows and make them talk, and I thought they would get the 
facts in the case, They did so, and they succeeded in capturing 9 
men. | å 

Mr. Nearrun. What did they do with them? 

Mr. Kine. It was reported they had executed 8 out of the 9. 

Mr. Kearrun. That was in the time of Huerta was it? 

Mr. Kina. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrtr. Do you know of any perpetrators of outrages being 
captured and executed after the Carranza officers got into control? 

Mr. Kine. I never heard of one. 

Mr. Krarror. What happened at the time of the landing of the 
American forces at Vera Cruz? 

Mr. Kixo. Well, at the Janding of the American forces at Vera 
Cruz we had to go into the Jungle. We were ordered out. We 
didn't know very much what had happened, but after we got out 
we learned there had been a bunch of Huertistas come out to kill us, 
and they did quite a bit of robbing of the American people there on 
the ranches, who were there, | 

Mr. Kearrcri. You say you did not leave the country ? 

Mr. King. No, sir; I did not leave the country; I went into the 
jungle and built a camp there. 

Mr. Kearrur. How long did vou stay at the camp? 

Mr. Kine. If my Menlory serves me right, it was 29 days. 

Mr. Kevnrur, Did the other colonists leave the colony and go into 
the jungle? 

Mr. King. A few of the Chima] people went into the jungle, and 
T think also at San Dieguito, but the most of the American people 
had all left the colony at that time. They were ordered out before 
that. They left at the time of the entry into Vera Cruz. 

Mr. KEARrUL. By whom were thev ordered out? 

Mr. King. They were ordered out, I believe, by Mr. Wilson at that 
tine. 

Mr. Kearrer. By the American authorities? 

Mr. Kine. Yes. sir: by the American authorities. 

Mr. Kearrun. What was the reason vou and your associates did 
not obev that order and leaye the country? 7 

Mr. Kise. What we had was there In Mexico, and we realized if 
we left it that we would be broke Up; you know, and not have any- 
thing. : 

Mr. Krarrecr. W hat was the treatment that vou received from 
yonr Mexican friends in the locality ? l 
-© Mr. Kisa. Well. they were friendly. Our friends there in the 
locality. remained friendly all through, were friendly when I left. 

Mr. Krarret. Did they offer to five you protection In case of any 
trouble that happened? í l 

Mr. Kine. I did not receive any protection from them. 
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Mr. Kearrun. And after 22 days you went back to the farm? 
Mr. Kine. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Kearrct, What did you find had happened while you were 
one! 
: Mr. Kine. I found they had destroyed a lot of goods left in the 
house, and had taken away quite a bit of it. They had taken, I 
presume, something like 75 fanegas of corn, and about 40 fanegas 
of beans. They had killed at that time nine head of fat hogs and 
had taken them away, and all my chickens—about 125 hens, I 
would say—and killed, I believe it was, two head of cattle. 

Mr. Kearrvnt. Was the place generally looted or not? 

Mr. Kine. Yes. sir. My place and Mr. Horndike’s was right where 
the road entered the ranch from the station at Coco, and that 1s where 
the Huerta soldiers were stationed at that time, and they had come 
out most every day and carried off some things, you know, from my 
place and Mr. Horndike’s, and visited other places, other parts of 
the ranch, but not so much, because we were the closest. 

Mr. KearruL. They took the things that were most convenient? 

Mr. Kine. Yes, sir: and most necessary for their use. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did you apply to the Huerta authorities for pro- 
tection? | 

Mr. Kine. No, sir. We was afraid of the Huerta authorities at 
that time. We didn’t go about them at all. 

Mr. Kearrut. What happened then subsequently, after your re- 
turn to your place? 

Mr. Kine. Well, as I remember, we had a reign of quiet then for 
awhile. After the Huertistas departed the Carrancistas seemed to 
take control, and we had a little ease for a while, and they treated 
us very well then. 

Mr. Krarrv,. When did your next troubles begin? 

Mr. Kine. Those are hard dates for me to remember, just when 
certain things happened. 

Mr. Kearrun. With reference to some event. Do you remember 
when the Pershing expedition occurred in 1916? 

Mr. Kine. Yes, sir. We had to go to the jungle again when the 
Pershing expedition occurred. 

Mr. Kearrun, Were you ordered out again by the American au- 
thorities ? 

Mr. Kine. Yes, sir; we were ordered out again by the American 
consul, but received the notification a little late, but we went to the 
jungle again. We lost property again at that time, but we didn’t 
have so much to lose then. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did you return to the farm again? 

Mr. Kine. After about 28 days. 

Mr. Kearrun. What happened from then on? 

Mr. Kine. Well, that was just the beginning like of these mur- 
ders, after we came back this time. but I can’t give the dates. I 
believe the first was when the Villistas came into the country after 
that. They came in after the Carranza soldiers at the time they held 
the siege of Ebano. 

vi EARFUL. That was before the Pershing expedition, was it 
no 


1954 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


Mr. Kise. Yes. sir: that was before the Pershing expedition, I 
have got that a little tangled. That was before the Pershing expedi- 


tion. 

Mr. Kearrcn. That would be in 19135? 

Mr. Kine. Yes, sir. However, at the stege of Ebano there were 
two families. Mr. Bird and Mr. Sigler, who had gone to robbing 
the Americans and some of the Mexicans, taking some of the Mexi- 
can property, Those Huertistas got a report some way, and they 
came in and robbed a few Americans: among the Americans a man 
named Lincoln Weder, one that was later killed. 

Mr. Kearrun. You say the Huertistas did that? 

Mr. Kine. No, sir: the Villistas. They took Mr. Dunheim and 
Mr. Limerfall. two Germans. Mr. Morehead and my boy. and took 
them over to another place there. Then they made a dash on Mr. 
Bird's place. and went in and carried him away and killed him the 
next day: killed him without trial. They had notified the Americans 
to appear, but when they got there they had already executed Bird. 

Mr. Kearrvn, Was there any stealing of cattle at that time by 
Mexicans? 

Mr. Wine. No. sir: T don’t think the Mexicans had ever begun to 
take anv cattle from the ranches at. that time. 


Mr. Kearecn. Were there any cattle stolen after that by the 
Mexicans ? 

Mr. Kixg. Yes. sir. That is When the 
that occurred. 

Mr. Nearrun. After the Carrancistas came into control? 

Mr. Kisa. After the Carrancistas took control. They hada gen- 
eral staff at the place about 14 miles helow on the river. They got 
to stealing cattle and taking them down there. and they would sell 
them to Manuel Lerdo. There were three of those people. There was 
Manuel Lerdo and Napolea. Lerdo. brothers. and Pedro Cenobia: 
he was their brother-in-law. They got the stuff that was being taken 
down from the American colony there, | 

Mr. Kearecr. You Sav these were Carranza officers / 

Mr. Wing. There was a Carranza general, and a colonel and a 
major. The first two named was the general and colonel. and the 
last named was a major. 

Mr. Krearree. As] understood vou, these ( 
cers were buying cattle that were stole 

Mr. WKixe. Yes. sir, 

Mr. Kearron. Was anv effort made p 
eattle back or to prevent their being sto 

Mr Wine. Lincoln Weder went 
that they were stealing the cattle 
there, Lincoln Weder went down te 
the eattle there In the corral and he protested against it. and he came 
back home. lhey told him thev would pav something for it. but 
T don't think thev as did. He eame back home, and that night 
there were some parties went down. but they failed to catch then. 
The report followed then that the next Americans that came there 
and raised a disturbance probably would fail to ever get home. 

Mr. Kearecn Did Weder go back? a 

Mr. B en eee < E davs after I left 
Mexico. A few ¢ avs atte. Came ou eder went Dack down thure 


'attle stealing began, after 


arranza military ofti- 
n from the colonists / 


v the colonists to get their 
len / 

down, after we had heard reports 
from Some other Mexican peons 
+ SSO eate, amd fonnd sone at 
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to protest again against the stealing, and thev followed him out and 
killed him before he got home. That is when he was killed. That 
is according to the information from my youngest son, and was re- 
ported to be on the 24th of October, two years ago last October. 

Mr. Kearrcn. 1917? 

Mr. Kix. 1917. | 

Mr. Kearrun. What live stock was taken from your place? 

Mr. Kine. I lost horses and mules and cattle and hogs, and we 
lost a lot of poultry. 

Mr. Kearrut. About haw many cattle did you lose? 

Mr. Kine. About 25 head. 

Mr. Kearrvn. And about how many horses and mules? 

Mr. King. About the same, 25 head. something near that. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did vou ascertain who the parties were who took 
the stock? 

Mr. Kixg. The first that we lost was during Gen. Aguilar’s term. 
They took two horses and dragged my son from one of the horses 
and punched him in the back with a gun, after he told them he 
would go with them to the general and get the stock back. They 
dragged him from the horse and punched him in the back with a gun, 
and sent him back home, and took the horses on. The next property 
we lost, that we knew who got the stuff. was a bunch of five Pelaez 
men that went through the country. They got seven head of horses 
and mules. The next bunch they got was just after I came out, 
they got five head more, supposed to be Carrancistas. We got one 
mule back after that. That was some of the Carranza faction. 

Mr. Kearrvn. Did vou get any protection from the Carranza gen- 
eral against that stealing? 

Mr. Krye. Not a bit in the world. Ife seemed to be trving to 
get the stuff out, and would give a little for it to those men that 
would bring it in. 

Mr. Kearrvn. Do vou think the Carranza generals were in col- 
lusion with the bandits? 

Mr. Kine. I think so. from what one Mexican that bore down on 
us With a gun as we came out—from what he said. He said that he 
was afraid of the Americans. I told him he needn't be afraid of the 
Americans: that. they had not harmed anybody and would not harm 
them. He said he was afraid of them. and told the officers at this 
town down on the river that he was afraid of them, and he said the 
oficer told him, “ Can't vou protect vourself 4 Havent vou got : 
am?” At that. time they had two W inchesters. and one man had a 
rope down, as though he intended to rope us. 

Mr. KEARFTI. These were bandits, were they? 

Mr. Kise. Yes. sir. 

Mr. Krarrvn. And they told you about that conversation thev 
had with the Carranza general ? 

Mr. Kiyo. Yes. sir. These were the same parties that had been 
stealing the cattle. 

Mr. Kearrcn. And these cattle were turned over to the Carranza 
general? 

Mr. Kixg. Yes. sir: turned over to these three officers. 

Pat page Were there any Germans located in that particular 
place 
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Mr. Kine. There was just two German families there. 

Mr. Krearrut. How were they treated! .. ' 

Mr. Kine. They were treated very nicely. 

Mr. Kearrvt. They were not robbed or run out of the country! 

Mr. Kino. I never heard of their ever being robbed of one cent. 
and they were there when we left. 

Mr. Kearrun. They are still there, as far as you know ? 

Mr. Kine. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Krearrut. What became of the American citizens who were 
members of that colony ? 

Mr. Kine. Thev are scattered throughout the States, where their 
former homes were. 

Mr. Kearrcu. None of them are there now? 

Mr. Kino. None of them are there at all on the ranch. I think 
there are a few in the district of ‘Tampico in the oil fields. 

Mr. Kearrvyi. Working in the oil fields? 

Mr. Kine. Yes. sir. 

Mr. Krarrcni. Did many of these people have all they had in the 
world on these places? 

Mr. Kino. Yes. sir; I think so. 

Mr. Krarrvn. Was that the rule? 

Mr. Kine. As fas as I could see. all the people that were there on 
the ranch had all their effects generally with them. 

Mr. Kearrun. What protection was ever given to any of these 
American citizens by the American Government ? 

Mr. Kine. The only protection they ever got, any of them, was 
the American Government did help some of them to leave the 
country. They had to go away and leave their property, and many 
of them that had considerable means sometimes didn’t have much 
money on hand, and they didn’t have time to sell or dispose of any- 
thing to get money. Thev had to get out and go. 

Mr. Kearrct. Do vou know whether any of them ever made any 
complaint to Washington authorities about the way they had been 
treated in Mexico? | . 

Mr. Kine. There were no protests made only through the Ameri- 
ean consul. I suppose he made protests against the way the Ameri- 
cans were treated. 

Mr. Kearrct. Who was the American consul at that time?! 

Mr. Kina. Clarence A. Miller. 

Mr. Krarrvn. What did he say to you about affording protection! 

Mr. Kine. Well. he didn’t advise anything, only to make a list 
of it and turn it into the Secretary of State, I believe it was. at 
Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Krearrvre. Was that done? 

Mr. Kina. By a good many. T never turned in a list, from the 
fact that we were losing right along, and I was advised by this last 
consul 

Mr. Kearrcn. Dawson? 

Mr. Kine. Yes, sir: Dawson. I was advised to wait until later 
and then turn in the list altogether when we had seen what we had 
Jost. 

Mr. Kearrer. What advice did vou receive from the American 
consul as to what you should do at any time? 
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Mr. Kine. I didn’t receive any. 

Mr. Kearrun. He did advise you to get out of the country, did he 
not? 

Mr. Kixc. Oh, yes; we were notitfied to leave the country. 

_ Mr. Kearrun. Did you or any of your neighbors have any con- 
cessions that gave you special privileges over anybody else? 

Mr. Kine. No, sir. ! si 

Mr. KearruL. You bought your land and paid for it! 

Mr. Kine. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrci. And got your title? 

Mr. Kine. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearron., And paid your taxes? 

Mr. Kino. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KearruLt. You were not engaged in exploiting the Mexican 
peons, were you ¢ 

Mr. Kixe. No, sir; we weren't employed by any of the Mexicans. 
We emploved the peons; we worked them. 

Mr. Kearrut. Was that beneficial to them, or otherwise? 

Mr. Kine. ‘Sure it was. It was their only way of subsisting, to get 
work from some one. , 

Mr. Kearrut. What effect did the American enterprises have on 
their condition ? 

Mr. Kine. It seemed to have a wonderful effect. It got them to 
wearing good clothes and good shoes and good American hats, in 
many instances; not altogether, but in many instances. 

Mr. Kearrcu. Did they have a feeling of gratitude toward the 
Americans? | 

Mr. Kixc. Yes, sir. I had one Mexican that worked for me about 
six years, He often told me how he used to have to work for very 
small wages, and how he had to live, and said 1f I ever came back 
to the United States he was going to come with me. 

Mr. Kearruv. Was that illustrative of the improvement of the 
Mexicans generally, on account of American enterprises ? 

Mr. Kixc. I think so. I think the Mexicans that were employed 
by the Americans were generally satisfied. 

Mr. Kearrut. What kind of people were these Mexican workmen 
generally Were they quarrelsome and hard to get along with or 
not! 

Mr. King. No, sir; not in their natural moods, they were not. 

Mr. Kearrut. Were they peaceful and industrious? 

Mr. Kixe. Very peaceful and industrious; yes; fairly industrious, 
when they were hired to work. Thev were an inoffensive kind of 
people. That is, the under class, vou know. 

Mr. Kearrut. Were they impulsive and easily aroused to action? 

Mr. Kine. We didn’t have any trouble along that hine. We never 
had any trouble with the men we were working with. We never had 
any trouble in getting along with them. 

Mr. Kearrut. Were these people that worked for you revolu- 
tonists? 

Mr. Kine. No: we didn’t have anything to do with the revolu- 
tionist faction in the way of labor. 

Mr. Krarrer, Where did they come from? 

r, Kixe. They were a class that were picked up through the conn- 
try. Perhaps some were a class of laborers. vou know, that had been 
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laboring, maybe some of them for American people. When the Car- 
rancistas were at my place one time some of them said they had 
worked for the Americans. They never gave us any trouble then: 
those fellows didn't. 

Mr. Kearrvn. Those that worked for the Americans thought well 
cf the Americans, did they? 

Mr. Kine. They thought well of the Americans. 

Mr. Kearrcun. Where did the leaders of the revolution come from! 

Mr. Wane. I would say the leaders came from the middle or upper 
class, mostly. 

Mr. Krearrcr. What part of the country did they come from? 

Mr. Kine. They generally came from the cities; people who were 
educated a little bit. 

Mr. Kearrun, Did they come from the north of Mexico? 

Mr. Kang. No: they come from anywhere in Mexico. 

Mr. Kearree. What information have vou as to murders of Amer- 
leans in that locality. besides the ones vou have mentioned? 

Mr. Kixa. Besides the ones I have mentioned here this morning? 

Mr. Kearrun, Yes. 

Mr. Kine. There was Weder, that they followed out and killed; 
and there was L. A. Dunn, that was killed down near Tampico. 

Mr. Kearrun. What do vou know about the killing of L. A. Dunn? 

Mr. Sine. J don’t know anything about it, only aa I have heard, 
i at he was a bookkeeper for the Mexican Gulf Oil Co., and they had 

yo pay roll of $10,000, and those bandits came in there and robbed 
hen and then some one in the camp blew a whistle, and they turned 
on the Americans then and killed some of them. My information 
is they killed Dunn and three others. and one Mexican. 

Mr. Kearrcn, From whom did vou get that report? 

Mr. King. The report came from my son, who was at that time 
in Tampico. 

Mr. Krarrer. Your son was there at the time? 

Mr. Kina. He was in Tampico at the time. He saw Mr. Dunn be- 
fore he died. 

Mr. Krarrcr. What other murders do vou know about? 

Mr. King. The Franklin murder, I just heard a report of that. 
Franklin was one of my neighbors. 

Mr. Kearrun. Was Dunn also one of vour neighbors? 

Mr. Kise. Yes, sir: the Dunn family lived in three miles of 
me: mighty nice people. There was another killing that I heard of. 
There was one man named Pilgrim that was wavlaid and killed at 
Chimal. T have no details other than that he was waylaid and 
killed there. 

Mr. Kearrcun. Was that another American colonist? 

Mr. King. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Wearercn. In that same vicinity ? 

Mr. Kine. Some 75 miles from ours. 

Mr. Keanevun. Do you know what has happened to the Chimal 
colony ? 

Mr. Kine. Pretty much. I saw some of the Chimal people quite 
often. They went out on the first order, They have pretty much 
left. A few staved with their stock, and later, when this man 
Pilerim was killed and they lost some property, they mostly sol Id 
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out and all got away. They were all gone but about three, I believe, 
the last I heard. 

Mr. Kearrun. Have you any information generally about various 
other colonies of Americans in that region! 

Mr. Kine. I had a small amount of information from San Dieg- 
uito. The people generally had left up there, and one man told me 
they had 900 head of cattle, and when they went to get them, he 
said: "We got 300 and they got 600.” That was Mr. Jones, of the 
Jones-Cowan Stock Co. 

Mr. Kearrun. Were these colonists, according to vour informa- 
tion, pretty much the same as the Atascador colonists ¢ 

Mr. Aina. Pretty much. They were ordered to get out. There 
was another place where the people had to leave.” It wasn’t so 
much a colony. There were two or three families there. They 
were south and west of us on the river, a family named Ogden 
that had quite a lot of property there. This man Manuel Lerdo 
would go there and get things, and just give them a receipt for it, 
and his wife got tired of it and tore up one of the receipts and 
threw it down, and it made him mad and he made.threats against 
them, and they had to get up and leave: left everything they had. 

Mr. Kearrvt. What is the condition of those farms now ¢ 

Mr. Kine, They are growing up again with brush. There is lots 
of land that has been cleared up that is going back into brush again. 
The houses were stolen, or carried away piece by piece, for the lum- 
ber and iron that was used in building them. 

Mr. Kearrun. None of the land is being cultivated now? 

Mr. Kine. I don’t think but a very little. We left a man on our 
place, and the boys made a trip back there and the oldest wrote me 
he thought the old man would starve out. He stated he was not doing 
very much. He said I wouldn't know the place if I would see it. 

Mr. Kearrun. How do you account for the fact that the Germans 
were not molested. 

Mr. Kine. Well, the Germans kind of stood in with them. During 
the period of this European war they talked to the Mexicans. so we 
understood, and told them if the United States ever fought Mexico 
they would fight with the Mexicans. 

Mr, Kearrun. It was a fact, though, that Germans living in the 
colony were not molested. but were well treated and are still there? 

Mr. Ktnc. They were well treated, and were still there when T left. 

Mr. Kearrun. You have never gone personally to the State De- 
partment to get information about what you should do or what 
protection you might receive? 

Mr. Krxo. No, sir. 

Mr. Krarevyi. Did any of your friends go there for that purpose? 

Mr. Kine. Not as I know of. As far as I know. all of our people 
who have had any information at all was by the advice of the consul. 

Mr. Kearrun. What was the feeling in regard to receiving pro- 
tection from the American Government ? 

Mr. Kine. The feeling in Mexico? 

Mr. Kearrvn. Yes. 

Mr. Kina. It really was rather high against the United States for 
not protecting them. 
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Mr. Kearrct. When you and your neighbors went to Mexico to 
make vour home in that settlement, was there any intimation from 
er that you would not receive protection in case you were perse- 
cute 

Mr. Kine. No, sir. We thought, on the other hand, that we would 
be protected. 

Mr. Krearecr. What made vou think that? 

Mr. Kine. We thought the United States would protect its people 
anywhere. I don’t know really how we came to that idea, but that 
was the general opinion, that they would be protected anywhere. 

Mr. Kearrut. What is your opinion now in regard to that? 

Mr. Kixc. My opinion now is quite the reverse, that they have not 
been protected. 

Mr. Krearrvn. Have vou ever been to Washington before? 

Mr. King. No, sir. 

Mr. Keanrrun. There is a new Secretary of State who just took 
office vesterday. It might be worth your while to go and see him 
and ask him what his attitude Is. 

Is there anything further, Mr. King, that has not been covered, 
that you would lke to state? 

Mr. Kine. I don’t think of anything at the present, no sir. 

Mr. Kearrcv. If vou should decide to call upon the new Secre- 
tary of State, the committee would be glad to have you return and 
give an account of your experience. l 

Mr. King. I hardly think I will call on him to-day. I am ina 
hurry to get back home. I suppose he will learn all the information 
that is being received at that office, and will do his duty. I hope s0, 
anyway. 

Mr. Kearrur. I am very much obliged to you. 

Mr. Kine. Thank vou. . 

(Whereupon, at 11 o'clock a. m., the committee adjourned.) 
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UNITED STATES SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON Foreign RELATIONS, 
Washington, D.C. 
Testimony taken at Washington, D. C., March 26, 1920, by Francis 
J. Kearful, Esq., in pursuance of an order of the subcommittee of the 
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate. 


TESTIMONY OF MR. WILLIAM C. GARRETT. 


(The witness was sworn by Mr. Kearful.) 

Mr. Kearrct. Where do you live at present? 

Mr, Garretr. I live at Tulsa, Okla. 

Mr. Kearrut. What is your business? 

Mr. Garrerr, I am assistant superintendent in the Cosden Re- 
finery. 

Mr. Kearrun. That is the Cosden Oil Co.? 

Mr. GarrerT. The Cosden Oil Co.; yes, sir. 

Mr. KearroL. Where were you born? 

Mr. Garrett. I was born in the suburbs of London, England. 

Mr. KeakruL. Are you an American citizen or a British subject? 

Mr. GARRETT. I am an American citizen. 

Mr. KearruL. By naturalization ? 

Mr. Garrerr. By naturalization. 

Mr. KrarruL. When were you in Mexico? 

Mr. GarreTT, I went down there first of all in 1912. 

Mr. Kearrut. How long did you remain? 

Mr. Garrerr I was there until 1918, off and on. I had to leave 
there on different occasions. 

Mr. KearruL. The committee is informed by numerous American 
citizens who have been robbed and driven out of Mexico, and who ap- 
pealed to Secretary Bryan for relief, that Mr. Bryan’s favorite ques- 
tion to them was, “ Why did you go to Mexico?” I ask you, why did 
you go to Mexico? 

Mr. Garretr. I went there because I had assurances from the Gov- 
ernment that if I went down there my investments would be pro- 
lected, and Mr. Bryan personally himself wrote an article in “'The 
Commoner ” advising people to go down there, and I went down there 
with the intention of staying there and being a law-abiding citizen 
and helping develop the country. . 

Mr. KearruL. What did vou do when vou went to Mexico? 

Mr. Garrett. I purchased land and hired a number of men, cleared 


the land, and planted henequen. 1°61 
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Mr. Kearrun. In what part of Mexico did vou purchase this land? 
Mr. Garrerr. About 12 niles north of Victoria, on the railroad. 
Mr. Kearrut. How many acres? 

Mr. Garrerr. I purchased 440 acres of land. I planted some of it 
to fiber, and besides that I contracted to plant 200 acres of other 
products. 

Mr. Kearerur. How much money did vou invest in this property? 

Mr. Garrerr. [ invested altogether when I was down there about 
$40,000, 

Mr. Kearrun. Were vou representing a corporation ? 

Mr. Garrerr, No; I was not. I went down there and purchased 
this land in my own name, and interested other parties to invest 
money with me in the venture. but there was no corporation, no 
articles signed in any Way. 

Mr. Kearrec. Did vou control and manage the enterprise yonr- 
self’ 

Mr. Garrerr. T controlled the whole thing myself: absolutely. 

Mr. Keareon. Did vou have any concessions or special privileges 
from the Mexican Government ? 

Mr. Garrerr, Nothing whatever. 

Mr. Kearrcn. Did you always pay vour taxes and abide by the 
laws? 

Mr. Garrerr. I always paid my taxes, kept my taxes paid up. 
and never had anv trouble whatever with reference to any legal 
matter. , 

Mr. Kearrvn. Please deseribe the enterprise of henequen farming 
with reference to what has to be done, and how long it takes for the 
plants to mature, and how soon you can hope to get a profit. ete. 

Mr. Garrerr. In planting henequen, first of all I had the land all 
cleared and a portion of it grubbed. I then purchased from a 
hacienda that was about 16 miles from where I was small plants. 
the suckers from the larger plants. and I had those brought in the 
Mexican carts to my plantation, and later I purchased my own carts 
and hauled them myself. We used oxen to haul these loads, and 
these plants were planted a thousand to the acre. and the land was 
taken care of, the brush was kept eut down, and the plants cost me 
94 cents apiece in American money. 

Mr. Kearrcuv. Besides the labor of planting? l 

Mr. Garrerr. Besides the labor of planting them and hauling 
them and taking care of them afterwards. It took them six yews 
before they grew and were ready to cut. 

Mr. Kearren. When did you do the planting? 

Mr. Garrerr. T did most of the planting—well, I began in 1915 
and 1914. Of conse. it took some time to plant that amount of land. 

Mr. Kearren. Then the plants had not matured when vou left 
there’ 

Mr. Gaggi. A great number of them were ready to eut. Some 
00 acres of them were all ready—shonld have been readv—to cut. 

"Ay. Keanrvun. You planted the entire 600 acres? 

Mr. Garrerr. T planted about 570 acres altogether. 

Mr. Kearrtn. Did vou have the place equipped for living and 

working? i 
k a tes Yes: I built a frame house there. and I had built 


a number of houses on the plantation for the workmen to live there, 
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‘especially my foreman, and I was well equipped with horses and 
oxen and utensils necessary for.the work. 

Mr. Kearrun. What is the condition of that henequen farm now ? 

Mr. Garretr. It has been utterly destroyed. In the fall of 1917 
and the spring of 1918 a large quantity of this fiber was ready to 
cut, and the fiber went up in price. It went up from 6 cents to 20 
cents a pound. The consequence was that the people around could 
come and could work this fiber out by hand and make good wages 
at it. They would come in at night and cut the heart out of the 
plant, thus destroying it. 

Mr. Kearrun. What was the particular idea about cutting the 
heart out? 

Mr. Garrert. They could get whiter and finer fiber. Those who 
owned the plantations would never think of cutting that portion of 
the plant, but these men who came in there would bring their burros 
in at night anl would come in by the dozens. a dozen of them at a 
time: and I made complaints to the authorities at Victoria and 
other towns close by and could get no redress whatever, no assistance 
In any way. 

Mr. Nearrun. In 1912, when you went there, Madero was in 
power? 

Mr. Garrerr. He was in power; yes, sir. No; Huerta was in 
power. l 

Mr. Kearrvi. No; Huerta came in in February of 1913. 

Mr. (rarrert. Oh, I beg your pardon; yes. 

Mr. Kearrut. When did your troubles first begin, and what were 
they? 

Mr. Garrerr. The troubles began in 1913, when there was a great 
deal of talk about the revolution and bands of robbers began to start 
up over the country and would come and demand from you your 
horses and anything that thev thought they wanted. 

Mr. Kearrun. The revolution that you mention was the Carranza 
revolution against Huerta ? 

Mr. Garrerr, Yes; but I had to get out, first of all—they de- 
stroyel the railroad from Monterrey to Tampico first of all in 
1914. That was when the railroad was first destroyed, and my wife 
and daughter and myself had to leave the country. | 

Mr. Kearrcn. Was that about the time of the landing of the 
American forces at Vera Cruz? 

Mr. Garrerr. Yes; about that time. There was a great deal of 
feeling at that time against Americans, and it was very strongly 
expressed. | 

Mr. Kearrun. Did you leave at that time? 

Mr. Garrerr, Yes: I came out. 

Mr. Kearrun., And subsequently returned? 

Mr. Garrerr. And subsequently returned. I returned about six 
months afterwards, somewhere about five or six months afterwards. 

Mr. Kearrun. Did you then go on with vour work on the farm? 

Mr. Garrerr. Yes: I went on planting and clearing. 

Mr. Kearrun. And caring for your crop ! 

Mr. Garrerr. Yes: and caring for the crop. 

Mr. Kearrcn. Please describe in detail in your own way just what 
troubles you had and the outrages that were visited upon you, and 
by whom? 
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Mr. Garretr. The outrages were so frequent, the demands for 


horses, and the number of times that brigands or rebels would 
come onto the plantation to demand whatever they wanted were 
so frequent that it began to be quite a common occurrence. 

Upon one accasion my wife was there during the fall, and three 
soldiers came down there and rode in and demanded something 
to eat. We gave them some food. They then wanted to know 
whether I had any money or jewels or anything valuable. and I 
told them no. and they said that they would come in in the night and 
find out. They wanted to know also who was my foreman, and he 
was standing around there close by, and one of them said to him 
that if they found him they would hang him, because he was 
working for a foreigner. We kept quiet, and they went off, and the 
men who were around me said to me: “ Those are bad men. You 
had better get away;” and so we all went out, the foreman, my wife, 
and I and two other men, into the timber and hid all night; slept 
there. , 

Mr. Krarrun. Did they visit vou in the night? 

Mr. GARRETT. In the evening these men came back, shortly after 
dark, and we could hear them hammering on the door. I had not 
locked the door because I had expected that they would break the 
door open anyway, but they did not enter. They could not find any 
of us after pounding at the door, so they rode up to my foreman’s 
house where his wife was and asked where we were, and she would 
not tell them. They threatened to assault her if she did not, but she 
still refused to say where we were. and they went back and fired 
some shots through the house; they broke the windows and set fire to 
the curtain of the house, and it flashed up to the ceiling. After stay- 
ing around there for probably a couple of hours—I would not like 
to say how long it was, but it seemed a precious long time—and firing 
shots in every direction, they went off. 

Mr. Krarrc,. Who were these parties? Do vou know? 

Mr. Garretr. They were two soldiers of the Carranza army. 

I went down the next morning and saw the governor of the State, 
Tauis Caballero, and made a complaint to him about it, and he said 
what could he do? He did not know who they were. I told him that 
I could recognize the men if, when he had his roll call, he would have 
them lined up at the barracks, and he replied, oh, he could not do 
that. That was one oceasion. 

ae KrarruL. What other personal experience did you have with 
them ¢ 

Mr. Garrett, On several occasions they would ride up there and 
demand horses at the point of a rifle, and I would have to let them 
take them: but I had two special horses that my wife and I rode that 
we clung to for a long time. They would come around there, and I 
would drive the horses into the corral and put up the bars and go an 
sit on them and tell them to go. but when I was awav one time they 
came and took them and left us absolutely afoot. They took all the 
horses and mules that I had. ` 

The last, experience that I had was the worst. It was at the time of 
the rebellion that Luis Caballero raised against Carranza in the early 
spring of 1918. The soldiers came out from Victoria and marched 
past my plantation to the north. where they were met by the govern- 


ment troops, and a fight occurred in which a great number of them 
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were killed. In fact, I understood it was such a mix-up that they did 
not know which were which, and every man was shooting at the 
first one he could see. 

During this time I went and hid in the brush. One or two men 
who had come out from Victoria and had felt that they did not want 
to join the rebels, who were false to them, came onto the plantation, 
and, knowing some of the men that worked for me, told them that 
they would hke to hide there. One of them took his saddle off and 
put it on the porch of my house and turned his horse loose, leaving 
his cartridges in a bag on his saddle. I was not aware that the man 
was there or that his saddle had been placed where it was. 

About sundown my men Came to me and said that the fight was 
over and that it was perfectly safe for me to come back; that every- 
one had gone; so I returned to the house, and was sitting on the 
front porch, and in a few moments I heard some shooting at the 
gate and trampling of horses, and I turned to make for the brush. 
Then I heard a rifle shot, and I looked around and found one of the 
men was riding toward me, so I stopped and asked him what he 
wanted, and he told me that the captain wanted to see me. I went 
up to the captain and asked him what he wanted. He was on his 
horse, flourishing his revolver, shooting it at the same time; and 
with a flourish he said. “ Give me $5,000.” I said that I did not have 
any money there; that it would be foolish for me to keep so much 
money on the plantation; and he said, “ Give me $5,000,” at the same 
time striking me on the side of the face with his revolver and shoot- 
ing it off. He knocked me down insensible, and when I came to I 
found that they were ransacking the house, taking evervthing they 
wanted, breaking open my trunks, and had tied my Chinaman up 
there to the house, and he was begging and imploring them to leave 
him alone, and he gave them all the money that he had. Then they 
Jet him loose and told him to cook them something to eat. 

After they had finished they came to me, drew their sabers. and 
pounded me all over, telling me to get up. They put their revolvers 
at my head and said, “ Now, I am going to kill vou, vou damned 
gringo.” JI staggered to my feet, and they said, “ Now. give me what 
money you have,” so I told them that I had a little money that I 
ale for the pay roll next Saturday, and that I would let them have 

that. 


Thad about 120 pesos, partly in American and partly in Mexican 
money. At that time American silver was current in Mexico just 
the same as Mexican money. J also had about $40 in paper money. 
I had given this to one of my men in the morning to take care of, 
thinking that if trouble occurred it would be safer with him than 
with me; so I told them that I had some money that I would give 
them. They jumped on their horses, all of them, saying, “It is 
mine! It is mine! It is mine!” and, with their horses and swords, 
they pushed forward to this house where the man had the money. 
I went to him, and he brought it out. and I handed them the sack 
of silver and dropped the pocketbook with the paper money on 
the ground and kicked it in the grass. Then the captain said, 
“Give me $1,500 more.” I said, “ No; that is all the money you will 
get. That is all the money I have.” He said, “ Well. we will find 
out.” So they drove me back to the house, where there was a large 
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tree, and they put a rope around my neck and pulled me off the 
ground twice. 

Mr. Krarrer. Did you give them any more money? 

Mr. Garretr. No. Then they asked me about the saddle, and they 
seemed to be under the impression that this man had come and sold 
me the saddle, and so they made a great fuss about it. I told them 
that I had not seen it before; I knew nothing about it; but they had 
broken open my trunks; so they went and took all my books, my ac- 
counts, and brought them all out and put them under the saddle, 
took some kerosene and soaked the whole thing, and gave me 
matches and said: “ Now set it on fire.” I had no compunctions 
whatever about burning up their own saddle, but I did regret burn- 
ing up all my accounts. 

When I was assaulted by these men, the man that left the saddle 
was hiding under the table in my kitchen, and he told me that the 
captain was Capt. Quilentan, and the other officer was Lieut. Uribe. 
Ile gave me those two names. He said he knew them both. 

Mr. NKearrun, Was that vour final experience in Mexico? 

Mr. Garret. At that time my men who had seen me knocked 
down had run away to the brush and gone down to Victoria, where 
they told my friend, Mr. Robert S. Tice, who was the superintend- 
ent of the Quaker school at Victoria at the time, that they had seen 
me killed: and having this corroborated frequently, he went down 
and sent a telegram to my wife to that effect. but very fortunately 
the telegraph wires were all cut. and the telegram did not go 
through. After that, I left on the first train that left Victoria for 
Laredo, and came out, reporting the matter to the authorities at 
Matamoros. 

Mr. Nearerun. How far were you from Victoria? 

Mr. Garrerr. I was between 12 and 13 miles north of Victoria, at 
the first station, Caballero, 

Mr. Keanrun. Were vou there when Gen. Pablo Gonzalez, under 
Carranza, took the citw of Victoria ? 

Mr. Garnrerr. I was in Victoria when Pablo Gonzalez took it for 
Carranza, and on one oceasion when conditions got so bad in 
Mexico that it was advisable to leave I had thoneht that it was Just 
a temporary affair, and that matters would settle down, and I got 
options on a quantity of land and went over to London and ar- 
ranged for the purchase of this land, the monev to be placed in the 
bank in New York against the deeds. I returned to this country to 
find that conditions, instead of improving. had gotten considerably 
worse, After great ditheulties T succeeded in vetting to Tampico by 
boat, and went up country to find that the men who had given me 
the options had been obliged to leave the country. After waiting 
there for two or three davs the town was attacked by Carranza’s men 
under Gen. Gonzalez, and I was in the town when it was taken by 
this veneral. 

Mir Wearkur. Do vou know John Lind., who was sent to Mexico 
by President Wilson to eliminate Huerta? 

Mr. Gargerr. Oh, ves. 1 met him at Rancho Vietoria. close te 
Jhreotineo. ` . 

Mr. Kearrup. After John Lind’s return from Mexico. he wrote a 

book about Mexico. 
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Mr. Garretr. Yes. 

Mr. Kearrtt. Did you read it? 

Mr. Garrerr. No; I did not. 

Mr. Krarrvn. In that book he lauded the motives and acts of the 
revolutionists under Carranza, and he stated, among other things, 
that the restraint shown by the victorious Carranza armies upon 
entering the cities that they captured was creditable and encourag- 
ing. What can you say about the acts of Gen. Pablo Gonzalez when 
he entered Victoria, and his victorious army, as to their being cred- 
table and encouraging ? 

Mr. Garretr. Gen. Gonzalez treated me with the greatest amount 
of courtesy. When I went to see him and asked him “for a permit to 
leave the country, a pass to go through, he referred me to his secre- 
tarv. who, I noticed, was a Mason: and. ‘atching sight of my Ma- 
sonic badge, he put out his hand, saying: “ W hat can I do for vou, 
senor!” and offered to do anything in his power to help us. “We 
obtained passes that were very firm in their expression that we should 
he protected, and nine of us rode from Victoria to Matamoros. and 
while on the way we receiv ed the greatest amount of courtesy, with 
the exception of one experience that we had with one drunken Mexi- 
can, who came upon us accidentally in the brush at night and was 
going to shoot us all. 

Mr. Krarru. What about the acts of the followers of Pablo Gon- 
zalez when Victoria was taken? What happened to Victoria? 

Mr. Garrett. They looted the town, and especially the business of 
those men who were loyal to the Government, the old Government, 
and especially the Spaniards. There were two or three Spaniards. 
One of them was Senor Quintana. 

Mr. Kearrct. You say Victoria was looted. What happened to 
it? What looting occurred ? 

Mr. Garrerr. Oh, thev broke open the large stores and the banks; 
they took all the property out and distributed it among the people, 
broke open the safes in the banks, burned the jail and the court- 
house. All the records were burned at the time. 

Mr. Krarrun. You did not regard those actions very creditable 
and encouraging, did you? 

Mr. Garrerr. Not by any means: no. But I think it was a mat- 
ter almost bevond the control of Pablo Gonzalez. I think that the 
men took the matter into their own hands. 

Mr. Krarrur. Did vou have a talk with John Lind when you met 
him in Mexico about the situation ? 

Mr. Garrerr. Oh, just a little. I do not recollect at the time what 
It was, K just ha pened to meet him at a ranch. 

KEARFUL. He did not expound to you any of his theories about 
what should be done in Mexico? 

Mr. Garrerr. No: he did not. 

Mr. Kearrun. Did vou appeal to the Mexican authorities for relief 
against the robberies and outrages committed on vou and vour 
property ? 

Mr. GARRETT, Oh, , frequently. I would go down to Luis Caballero, 
who was the governor of the State of Tamaulipas. and I could get no 
assistance whatever from him. He would utterly ignore it. I went 
there on one occasion to the governor’s palace and waited two days 
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before I could get any audience with him. I sent in my card, and 
told him that I would like to have an interview with him to complain 
about the way in which I was treated and in which these roving 
bands of soldiers would come out to my place and would come in 
and demand anything, and would come and live upon the people 
who were working for me and demand food from them; but he 
absolutely ignored and refused to do anything for anyone who was 
a foreigner. He was very, very bitter against foreigners. 

Mr. Kearru. Did you ever appeal to the American authorities 
for relief? : l 

Mr. Garrett. Yes. | i 

Mr. KrtarFreL. What answer did you get? 

Mr. Garrett. I was advised to leave the country. 

Mr. Kearrcu. You never got any advice in regard to any protec- 
tion other than to leave the country? 

Mr. Garretr. No. I think we had no less than three letters from 
the consul advising that we should leave Mexico; conditions were so 
bad that it was A for us to go and leave everything we had 
there at the mercy of the people who were there. 

Mr. KrarFftL. Did you have everything that you possessed in- 
vested there? 

Mr. GarrerT. I invested all the money that I had. When I came 
out I had my suitcase, and that was all. I was fortunate to be able 
to bring that out. I never reaped one dollar from my investment in 
Mexico in any wavy. 

Mr. Kearrur.. What was the prospect of your success if you had 
received protection ? | 

Mr. Garretr. The cultivation of henequen is a very lucrative 
enterprise. A well-cared for plantation, one that is producing, will 
bring from $75 to $100 an acre each year, and the larger portion of 
mine—just a little of it had been planted later, and would not have 
been ready to cut for a little time—but I had hundreds of acres of 
it that at the time I left should have been ready to cut, and would 
have been if the conditions of the’country had been such that I could 
have gotten it out. 

Mr. earrut. What were vour relations with the workmen on 
vonr place and in that locality ? 
` Mr. Garrerr, Personally, my experience with the workmen who 
lived on my plantation was very agreeable. My opinion about them 
was that they were very tractable: that they were very easily handled 
as long as they were treated right, and I noticed also that they would 
rather work for a foreigner than they would for a Mexican. 

Mr. Kearrun. What was the reason for that? 

Mr. Garretrr. Well, they seemed to think that they were better 
treated. 

Mr. IXearrun. Did you always treat them well? 

Mr. Garrerr. I could not have treated anvone better than I treated 
them. They never had to wait a day for their money. J always 
had their money ready for them on Saturday afternoon, and I never 
owed one of them a single peso. 

Mr. Krearruv. Were they good workmen? 

Mr. Garrerr. They were good workmen; ves. They would come 
and work for the money that I paid them, and I paid them at the 
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same rate as was customary in that vicinity. I thought that, they 
were excellent workmen. | 

Mr. Kearrut. Where did the people come from who ‘committed 
these depredations ? 

Mr. Garrett. They would come from all around toward Victoria 
and up in the mountains—men that I was not acquainted with. 

Mr. KeagruL. Did you know that many of them came from Sonora 
and Chihuahua ? 

Mr. Garretr, You mean toward the end, when the plantation was 
destroyed ? 

Mr. Kearrtu. The revolutionists under Carranza. 

Mr. Garretr. Oh, yes, yes. Those men came from there. 

Mr. Kearrut. What did vou observe to be the effect of foreign 
erter prise; in Mexico upon the people as to being beneficial or other- 
wise ! 

Mr. Garretr. It is my impression that Mexico was greatly bene- 
fited by the investments that were made by foreigners. Otherwise, 
the country would have remained in virtually a dormant state. It 
was foreign capital that had come in there at the request. of the Mexi- 
can Government that has developed Mexico to the condition that it 
is to-dav—or that it was before the present troubles occurred. 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you know whether practically all of the prin- 
cipal business enterprises of Mexico have been conducted by foreign- 
ers and by foreign capital ? 

Mr. Garretr. Nearly all the large enterprises in Mexico—the rail- 
roads, the oil industries, and a great number of the very large ranches, 
and the mining interests—were all conducted by foreigners. 

Mr. Kearrut. Have you heard of the Carranza doctrine and the 
slogan “ Mexico for Mexicans ” ? 

Mr. Garretr. That was the familiar saying before I left. It ap- 
peared to me that the Mexicans had become alive to the improvements 
that the foreigners had made down there and had sent their sons to 
this country and abroad to be educated, and when they came back 
they were naturally as bright, as intelligent, as the majority of men 
who can be found. One would say: “I have a son who is an en- 
gineer. He can conduct this business.” Another one would say: 
“T have a son that understands railroading. He can run these rail- 
roads.” And so they said: “ You people get out. We will run this 
business. We will run it ourselves. Mexico for the Mexicans!” 

Mr. Kearrct. Do you understand that the phrase “ Mexico for 
the Mexicans ” means “the property of the foreigners for the Mex- 
leans”? 

Mr. Garrett. That the property of the foreigners should be turned 
over and be used entirely bv them. Now, the Mexicans were glad 
to have foreigners come down there and invest their money and 
Improve the country; but just as soon as this was productive and the 
returns came in, then the story was different: “ Now we will take it; 
and we will handle it ourselves.” 

Mr. KearruL. Do you know anything about numerous colonies of 
American citizens that were established in various parts of Mexico 
in the vicinity between Tampico and Monterrey? 

Mr. Garrett, Yes; I know quite familiarly about the Columbus 
colony and the Chimal colony. I know several men who were in 
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Chimal and several who were down in Columbus. They had gone down 
there and invested all that they had and were doing well, had built 
nice homes, had fine cultivated land, had imported stock, and had put 
up stores and improved the land, had schools, and were getting 
along splendidly until this revolution came and they were advised 
by the United States Government to leave. Great numbers of them 
got up at a minute's notice, and left everything that they had there 
and came back to the United States. and when they came back again 
there was not a thing left. Everything was gone. 

Mr. Kearruv. What character of people were these? 

Mr. Garrerr. They were farmers—a fine class of people. A good 
manv of them came from the western part of Oklahoma. 

Mr. Kearrvr. They were not, as has been said about Americans 
operating in Mexico, speculators engaged in exploiting the people! 

Mr. Garrerr. They were not. These men that I knew were not by 
any means of that class. Thev were men who went there with the 
intention of making a home and making a living down there, and 
were succeeding. They had a knowledge of farming, and they were 
using this knowledge to their advantage, and were of a vast benefit to 
the country. and would have been if they had been permitted by con- 
ditions to stay there. 

Mr. Kearen. Did they oppress the Mexican people who worked 
for them ? 

Mr. Garretr. Not by any means. Thev treated the Mexican people 
well. T never heard of any occasion of those men oppressing the 
Mexicans. 

Mr. Kesre. What happened to all these homes that. were estab- 
lished by Americans from the western part of the country ! 

Mr. Garrett. They were all left desolate. A great number of their 
houses were pulled down, and the lumber used by the people around, 
the Mexicans and the country was left to grow up to weeds: the stock 
were taken. the horses were taken, and the cattle, a great number of 
them, killed and eaten. 

Mr. Kearecr. Do vou know a man in that vicinity named Cameron? 

Mr. Garrerr. Dr. Cameron—ves. 

Mr. KRearrun. What sort of a place did he have? 

Mr. Garnerr. He was located up in the mountains, about 20 miles 
from Hincotinco, He had an orange plantation there. The last I 
heard of him, he and his family had been compelled to leave the 
country. They had been there for a great number of vears. Their 
children and whole family of them spoke Mexican as well as they did 
Enelish. 

Mr. KRearrvn. Do vou know what happened to a man named Mark 
Johnson. at Victoria? | 

Mr. Garrerr. Mark Johnson and his mother lived on a farm about 
a mile and a half north of Victoria. They had a dairv farm there. 
and kept a quantity of cows. On one occasion my wife and I were 
staving there over night with them when some Mexican soldiers 
came and demanded some fodder, and thev were told that the fodder 
was needed for the cattle, and the soldiers said they needed it for 
their horses. and they were going to have it: and so Mr. Johnson told 
them that if thev could get an order from the general, he would let 
them have it. This man immediately drew his revolver and pointe 
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it at his head, and said: “ That is all the order you will get.” I went 
up to the man and talked to him and told him to put his revolver up, 
that we were not armed, and there was no occasion to speak in that 
way, and another man who was with him talked to him and calmed 
lum down, and they went off. The next day, he and I rode together 
into Victoria and saw the Gov. Luis Caballero and made a complaint 
to him about this matter, and we were told that if this man could be 
located he would be punished. We found the man and went back and 
told the general where he was, but no notice was ever taken of it. 

Mr. Kearrunt. What was the method employed by the Carrancistas 
to get recruits for the Army ? 

Mr. Garretr. They would get the men to go and join the Army, 
promising them a horse and a rifle, and telling them that anything 
that they could take and any loot that they could get would be theirs. 
That is what several of these men told me personally. 

Mr. Kearrvt, What was done by the Army officials in regard to 
taking away the arms of the inhabitants of the country, the for- 
eigners? 

Mr. GarreETT. No foreigners in Mexico were permitted to have any 
rifles or revolvers. When you went in the country they would search 
vour suitcases and trunks particularly for revolvers, and if thev 
found them they would take them away. 

On one occasion I was going across the border, and, if I remember 
right, there were eight Americans on the train. We had all passed 
the customs. It was the time when we had to travel in baggage cars 
with planks across for seats, and at one end of the car I saw these 
Americans, and I went up there and spoke to them and talked to 
them a little bit, and a few minutes after the train had started a 
man came up and said he would like to see vour suitcase: so a man 
sal: “Why, my suitcase has been examined by the customs.” He 
said: “T would like to see it again,” and he showed a badge showing 
that he was a customs officer; so he opened it and went through it 
very carefully and found a revolver. He said: “ Youn are not per- 
mitted to bring revolvers into this country; it is against the Mexican 
law.” and he said: “I will take this.” He put it in his belt, and so 
he went up to the next man and said: “ Have vou got a revolver?” 
He searched his suitcase and could not find any, so he said: “ Have 
you got a revolver?” The man said: “No.” Tle put his hands 
around his waist, and found one in his belt, and he said; “ Yes: vou 
have.” He said: “I will take that.” Then he came to me and said: 
“Have you got a revolver?” I said: “Yes.” We said: “I will 
take it.” and he took a revolver away from each one of us. Then he 
went back in the car, and he said: “ This is against the law, vour 
bringing revolvers into this country. You may consider vourselyes 
under arrest, and you will all get off the train at the next depot and 
go hack to Matamoros with me.” So we talked it over, and a few 
moments later he came back again, and he said: “T have been con- 
sidering the case of you fellows, and if vou would like to sign a paper 
donating these revolvers to the Mexican army. I will let vou all off.” 
So we decided that as he had the revolvers already we might just as 
well give them to him, and so we did so, all of us. and he disappeared 
off the train at the next station. No doubt he sold them for his 
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own advantage later, but that is something I know nothing about, 
what he did with them. 

Mr. Kearru.. What did they do with reference to taking the arms 
away from the plantations? 

Mr. Garrerr. If they heard of any, they came for them. They 
heard that I had a Winchester rifle on my plantation, and they sent 
for it, but I was not home at the time. Ì was out. and my foreman 
went in the house and gave it to them, took it and gave it to them. 
Two soldiers came up there and said that they had been sent out 
from Victoria with an order to get my rifle, and so the foreman 
thought that under those circumstances it was right to give it to 
them. so he let them have it. l 

Mr. Kearren. Without arms, of course, the foreigners were left 
an easy prev to the marauders ? , 

Mr. GARRETT. An easy prey. The only thing I could have was a 
shotgun. They did permit vou to have a shotgun. 

Mr. Kearren. What did vou find when you first went to Mexico 
to be the attitude of the Mexicans toward the Americans? 

Mr. Ganrerr. When I went there first of all, they seemed to be 
quite friendly. but later they seemed to get very bitter, especially 
when T would go down to Tampico. I had business down in Tam- 
pico pretty frequently, and T would go down there, and I found at 
Tampico that the feeling against Americans was, very, very strong. 
especially at the time of the Vera Cruz affair. 

Mr. Krarren. Was the feeling against Americans different from 
the feeling against other foreigners? 

Mr. Garner, Yes: it seemed to me to be more bitter against Amer- 
icans than it was against others. 

Mr. Kearrun. What was the reason for that? 

Mr. Garrerr. [ could not exactly sav what was the reason of it, 
excepting that thev seemed to feel that the Americans had taken part 
of their country from them in the past. 

Mr. Kearen And they could take it back? 

Mr. Garrerr. And. they could take back: ves. They seemed to 
think that anything that an American had was legitimate prey to 
them. | 

Mr. Kearrcn. Do you think they would have felt that way if this 
Government had adopted a firm poliev / l 

Mr, Garrevr. No: I most certainly do not. T think that if the 
policy had been firm in handling the matter the conditions down 
there would have been very different from what they were. There 
was a time when the Americans were treated with a considerable 
amount of respect. but afterwards, later, they were treated with the 
greatest amount of indignities. | 

Mr. Kearrer., Do you know about a trip made by Secretary of 
State Root to Mexico and the South American countries? 

Mr. Garnerr. Yes: I have heard about it: ves, sir. 

Mr. Kearrun. Do you know what the purpose of that trip was 
and the theory of Mr. Root in regard to our foreign trade? 

Mr. Garner. His theory was that the foreign trade would de- 
velop if there was a better feeling among the South American coun- 
tries and Mexico toward the northern Republie, and that Americans 
should go down there and enter into business, and so form connec- 
tions that could be of advantage to their business relations. 
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Mr. Kearrtt. Do you remember Mr. Root’s theory that since this 
country had become a creditor nation its progress depended upon 
the extension of our foreign trade? | 

Mr. Garrett. Absolutely ; yes. 

Mr. Kearron. According to your observation and experience is it 
possible to extend our foreign trade without our citizens going into 
the foreign country to establish relations? 

Mr. GARRETT. No; my observation is that in the last few vears 
there has been a good deal of talk about extending trade in foreign 
countries, and that unless the United States protects her citizens 
that yo down there and endeavor to establish relations which are 
friendly the effort will be a failure. 

Mr. Kearrun. Naturally, of course, our citizens will not want to 
go to Mexico unless they secure the protection of this Government 
in case they are persecuted ’ 

Mr. Garrett. Not by any means. I would not go down there any 
more again, and I certainly would not advise or recommend anyone 
to go down there under the present conditions. 

Mr. Kearrun. Unless there should be a change in the poliey ? 

Mr. Garrerr. Yes: unless there should be a change in the policy. 

Mr. Keareun. You mentioned an article by Mr. Bryan in The 
Commoner extolling the opportunities in Mexico and advising 
American citizens to go down there. Do vou know what Mr. Bryan's 
subsequent attitude was after he became Secretary of State’ 

Mr. Garrerr. After he became Secretary of State. I understand 
from what I have read that he said that it was foolish to have gone 
down there; that there were plenty of opportunities for investment 
in this country, and that those who were down there should get out 
at once. 

Mr. Kearrun. Do you know that when you were down there he 
ordered them to get out to avoid complications ? 

Mr. Garrerr, There were distinct orders sent out. signed by the 
United States consuls in various parts of Mexico, advising the United 
States citizens to leave Mexico at once. 

Mr. KrarruL. Did that-occur more than one time? 

Mr. Garrerr. Twice, if not three times. 

Mr. Kearrun. Did you ever have occasion to observe the pro- 
celure at a Mexican election? 

Mr. GARRETT. Yes. 

Mr. Krarrut. Please describe it. 

Mr. Garrerr. The elections are held in a rather peculiar manner. 
Tables are put out in the open. and frequently there are judges from 
both parties or all the parties represented, and when a man comes 
up to vote he is asked personally for whom he is going to vote, and 
he tells them which side he is going to vote for. The result is that 
if he votes against the man that is elected, then he is in bad favor 
with him afterwards in not voting for him. 

Mr. Kearrup. What effect does that have upon the voting? 

Mr. Garrerr, It causes the whole country. or everyone in that part, 
to vote for the party in power, because he is afraid not to. 

Mr. Kearruu. What sort of ballot boxes do they have? 

Mr. Garreerr. They have open boxes, quite open, so that anyone 
can put any number of votes in on the slv that he wants to. 
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Mr. Kearrut. Did you have occasion to observe the treatment that 
was accorded to other foreigners’ than Americans by the Mexicans, 
whether it was better or worse, with reference to the British or 
Germans? 

Mr. Garrett. I did not know personally. I knew one German, and 
he was treated about the same as I was at the time. He lost every- 
thing that he had. | 

Mr. Kearruu. Under whose rule did that occur? 

Mr. Garrett. That was in the early part, before the European 
war broke out, but after that I did not know personally any Ger- 
mans or any English, although down at Tampico the Germans were 
in very high favor. They would publish papers, notes, bulletins 
on the walls about things that had occurred during the war that were 
absolutely untrue and were outrageously exaggerated. and the peons 
would go there and read them out loud; the few of them that could 
read would read them out loud, and of course all the others would 
believe what they read about what was going on. 

Mr. Weanren. I believe that is all I care to ask. Is there anything 
further that vou would like to say that has not been covered? Per- 
haps you have some opinion in regard to what ought to be done to set 
Mexico right ? 

Mr. Garnrerr, My opinion is that the United States should go ant 
take charge in the same way as they did in Cuba, and straighten the 
matter out there. Mexico in itself is one of the richest and most re- 
sourceful countries that there is on this continent. and it is deeply 
to be regretted that the wonderful products that can be derived 
from that country should be undeveloped in the way that they are. 

Mr. Kesrrer. Do you mean you think that the United States 
ought to go there and take the country and keep it? ) 

Mr. Garrerr. Well, it would be a whole lot better, in my opinion. 

Mr. Kearrctn. Do you believe that the problem could be solved 
without going to that extreme 4 

Mr, Garrerr. I think that if they would form a protectorate over 
it in the same way that they did over Cuba for a time, it would help 
matters very largely. 

Mr. Krarrun. What did you observe to be the opinions of for- 
cigners on that question 4 . 

Mr. Garrett. They were all of that opinion. that the United 
States should step in and do something in order to make living con- 
ditions down there more agreeable, and there were a great number 
of Mexicans I found down there that were of the same opinion. 

Mr. Kearrun. What class of Mexicans? 

Mr. Garrerr. The higher class of Mexicans, a great number. that 
would be glad to have the United States go there so that their bust- 
ness conditions would be absolutely settled and carried on safely. 

Mr. Krarrun. You mean you think they would like to have the 
United States come in there and oust Carranza and turn the countty 
cver to them ? 

Mr. Garrerr. Well, I do not know that that was their opinion, but 
that the United States should go down there and form a protectorate 
over the country, so that in future they could carry on their busines: 
_without their places being looted and overrun by bandits. 

Mr. IKvwarrun. So that there would bea guaranty of security? 
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Mr. Garrett. So that there would be a guarantee of security: yes. 
That is their idea, but they would welcome anything if they knew 
that their property was going to be secure. 

Mr. Kearrct. What is the opinion among the working classes, if 
thev have any? 

Mr. Garretr. The peons are opposed to it. If vou talked to the 
peons they would say: “ No: we would rather die than be under the 
United States ”: but I think that is being drilled into them by some 
of their leaders that have different opinions. 

Mr. KearrtL. You mean the leaders that are in power? 

Mr. Garrert. Yes: the leaders in power. 

Mr. Kearrun. Is there anything further that you can tell us? 

Mr. Garrett. No. I might say that my plantation has been abso- 
lutely ruined: that there is no prospect, unless the place is re- 
planted, of ever getting anything out of it; that I went down there 
in good faith and invested all that I had, and lost it. not through 
my own fault. but through the fault of the Government that did not 
keep to its guarantees, and I think that I ought to be reimbursed to 
some extent for my losses. 

Mr. Kearere. To which Government do you refer? 

Mr. Garrett. I refer to the Mexican Government. 

Mr. KearroL. Did you feel that your American citizenship gave 
you a guarantee that this Government would protect you in a foreign 

country ? 

Mr. Garrerr. Yes: I did most decidedly. I thought that I would 
be protected by the United States when I went down there. 

Mr. Kearror. That is all I care to ask. Have you anything 
further? 

Mr. Garrerr. No; I think that is all. 

Mr. Kearrct. We are very much obliged to you. 

(Whereupon the committee adjourned subject to the call of the 
chairman.) 
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TESTIMONY OF MR. PETER KRITZBERGER. 


(The witness was duly sworn.) 

Mr. Kearrut. You may give the reporter your name. 

Mr. Krirzpercer. Peter Kritzberger. 

Mr. Kearrun. Are you an American citizen 4 

Mr. Krirzpercer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrcp. Where do you live?’ 

Mr. Krrranercer. Lincoln. Il., is my home. 

Mr. Kearrvt. How long were you in Mexico’ 

Mr. Krirznercrer. I went to Mexico in 1909. 

Mr, Kearrvn. What was your business in Mexico? 

Mr. Krirzsercer. Well, I bought a little piece of land down there 
at that time. Since then I bought another piece. That is what I 
went there for. 

Mr. Kearrvn. Where is that property located 

Mr. Krirznercer. That property is located upon the Tehuantepec 
Railroad, about halfway between Salina Cruz and Puerto, Mexico. 

Mr. Kearrvi. In the State of Chiapas? 

Mr. Krirzpercer. No, sir: in the State of Oaxaca at that time. 
I was only there just one year: After one year I bought a piece 
of poe down in Chiapas. 

Mr. Kearrtn. What sort of business were you engaged in? 

Mr. Krivznercer. Well, I was developing land for other Ameri- 
cans there, and getting out firewood for the railroad company, get- 
ting cedar, dry wood. I was also working on a salary in develop- 
ment work, taking care of a ranch for other parties. 

Mr. Kearrcr. Was there a colony of Americans located near vou? 

Mr. Kritzpercer. Yes, sir. I was right there among the Ameri- 
can colony. There was more or less two or three hundred Ameri- 
cans located in that place. 

Mr. Kearrvn. From what part of the United States did they 
come? 
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Mr. Knrrrzpercer. Mostly from the West, not very many from the 
Fast, but various States, vou know. 

Mr. KNearren. What was their business? 

Mr. Knrirznercer. They bought farms there and started to de- 
velop, built houses and fixed up homes, had families. 

Mr. Kearrun. What vear was that colony started? 

Mr. Krirzpercer. I think it was alone about 1911 or 1912, along 
in there somewheres. 

Mr. Kearrun. What did they raise on these farms? 

Mr. Krrrzvercer. They raised corn and all kinds of vegetables. 
bananas. oranges, pineapples, cattle, hogs, horses. 

Mr. Krarrunt. What class of people were these colonists? 

Mr. Kritrzeercrer. Well, some of them were farmers, some were 
mechanies. I don't know exactly what class they were. 

Mr. Kearruv. Did they own their own places, as a rule? 

Mr. Krirznercrr. Yes; they all bought their own places, all of 
them. I guess. That is the way they came to come there from Okla- 
boma. 

Mr. Kearrc. Did they have all they possessed, as a rule, on these 
places? 

Mr. Krrrzęercer, Lots of them did: yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrer. How did they compare as to character with the same 
class of American citizens in this country? 

Mr. Krirzpercer. I think there were just as good Americans there 
as I ever saw anywhere. 

Mr. Kearrvn. It has been stated that one of the difficulties in 
Mexico was that the American citizens who were operating there 
were of a class that could not live in their own country. Were any 
ot that class there ? 

Mr. Krrrzęeercer. Not in that colony. There were such things as 
railroad engineers and conductors and such as that that can't get a 
jeb in this country. 

Mr. Kearen. Were those American colonists peaceful and law- 
abiding’ 

Mr. Ñ RITZBERGER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrun, And attended to their own business? 

Mr. Krirzpercer. Yes, sir; absolutely. 

Mr. Keareun. Did they engage in political or revolutionary 
troubles? 

Mr. KrRITZBERGER. No, sir: nothing whatever of that kind. 

Mr. Kearrun. What was the name of the colony where these people 
were located ¢ 

Mr. Krirrzpercer. San Pedro de las Papas is the tract of land that 
colony was in; 63.000 acres, practically all sold to different Ameri- 
Cans. 

Mr. Krarrun. Did these colonies operate under any special con- 
cessions or privileges that gave them an advantage over the Mexicans 
in any wav! 

Mr. KRITZBERGER. No, sir: I could not mention one case where an 
American took advantage of a Mexiean. l 

Mr. Kearrun. They simply bought their Jand and paid for it and 

ay od it? 
aa Yes. sir. There was sometimes a little difficulty. 


You know, the natives down there are in the habit of planting corn 
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ur putting up a house or starting up a little farm of their own just 
wherever they want to, and, of course, an American goes down there 
and buys his property and pays his taxes and lives according to the 
Jaw: he wants his property, and he will have a little difficulty in 
arm these people off, keeping them off. They had a little trouble 
that way. 

Mr. Kanen What sort of a place were you on? 

Mr. Krirzpercer. I was first in with this colony. That is where I 
lost my home and everything I had there. Then after that I went 
over on this 6,000-acre ranch belonging to Mr. Cunningham. I was 
over there the rest of the time I was down there. I was interested in 
handling those cattle on shares with him. 

Mr. KrarrftL. At the time vou went down there in 1909, what was 
the condition as to security and safety and protection to life and 
property ? 

Mr. Kritznercer. I felt absolutely safe. I used to walk 10 or 
12 miles throngh the woods on a lone trail; never had any arms or 
anvthing about me. If I would meet a native on the trail, he 
would step out of the way and let me go by. Nobody ever bothered 
me in the world at that time. They were very nice. 

Mr. Kearrut, Did vou ever hear of any trouble from bandits 
or marauders at that time ? 

Mr. Krrrzpercer. No, sir: I did not hear anything of that kind. 
I didn’t talk Spanish any then. It would be pretty hard for me 
to know at that time, but I don't think there was anything of that 
kind. I never heard of it. 

Mr. Kearrut. When did the first trouble of that kind begin? 

Mr. Krrrzpercer. Well, of course. the first year I lived in that 
place, halfway between Salina Cruz and Puerto Mexico, I guess 
was about the time the revolution started. Of course, we were 
scared out into the woods three or four days, when they said the 
bandits were coming through. After that passed over we hadn’t 
any further trouble. Down there in Chiapas; the first trouble we 
had down there was the time the Americans went into Vera Cruz. 

Mr. Krarrvr. That was in April, 1914? 

Mr. Krirzpercer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrur. What happened at that time? 

Mr. Krirzpercer. Well, along about 2 o’clock in the morning 
there was a train pulled into that place from Tonala. Tonala is 
what they call a county seat here, something like that. Along 
about 2 o'clock in the morning there was a train pulled in. It 
didn’t have any lights, it didn’t blow’ any whistle, didn’t take any 
water, ee up to the station and stopped. I didn’t know what it 
was. I was out on the porch trying to make out what it was. I 
couldn't tell whether it was a hand car or a train. I was about 
three or four blocks away from it, and it was coming in slow. 

Í went back and waited in the building, just waited there, and 
in a little bit there was an American engineer came running over 
there. There was a work train stopping there, and they slept 
at that place. He said: “ Pete, for God’s sake, get up. There is a 
unch coming out here going to kill us.” 

I told him to watch the trail until I picked up my clothes and 
rifle and six-shooter I had there in the house. We went out the 
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back way, and just as we got out in the back yard the shooting 
started over at Mr. Smith’s place, and these bandits went up and 
fired three or four shots through the windows right in the house, 
and Mr. Smith said he asked them what they wanted, but they 
wouldn't talk to him at all. They just kept knocking down the 
doors and cutting down the screens and started to burst in the door 
where his son was sleeping, and he opened the door and shot one 
of them and Mr. Smith directly shot another one. Mr. Smith got 
out then; they were running all around, and he took a shot at all 
he saw and he wounded two more. 

The Smith family skipped out into the woods. They had 1? 
small children, and they kept them all out in the woods four or 
five days in their night clothes. Directly the family came to the 
railroad, and they picked them up and took them to a place they 
called San Geronimo, and took care of them the best they could 
there. I was out in the brush myself at that time. I and the 
other fellows hid out in the brush four days at that time. 

Directly Mr. Smith got word about his family, he made up his 
mind he would come in and take whatever happened. He was in 
jail at Tonala two months after that. The marines were sent from 
Salina Cruz to Tonala. Some of them were coming from below 
Tonala, and that ship sailed up to that port and they got out on 
the shore. I don't know how thev got out; but they came into 
Tonala on foot, the marines did: and, of course, the people in Tonala 
were going to mob them then. I was in the States then, and that 's 
what the people told me there at Tonala. That was after I came 
out of the brush: and I came right off to the States. That all hap- 
pened while I was in the States, 

They wanted to have some settlement made of that Smith case-- 
whether they should try him, or whether he was guilty of anything 
or not—and get him out of jail and settle it some way. They set 
him free, and he got a train and took his family over into Guate- 
mala. 

Mr. Kearruv. Did he ever return to his place? 

Mr. Krirazzercer. No, sir. 

Mr. Kearrcnt. What became of his place? 

Mr. Krirznercer. The ground is there; the land is there. 

Mr. KearruL. What became of the house? 

Mr. Wrerapercer. Tt is all mins. It was a brick house. It is all 
dest royed—all in ruins. ‘Phey stole everything he had in the house. 
and practically stole everything I tad in my bonse at that time. 
And I was out in the brush with three other fellows for three or 
four days. Finally. they said if we would come they would give 
us protection, So we came in, and they took our arms away from 
us and locked us up in a httle adobe house. That is a mud house 
thev had there. They locked us up there, so these bandits could 
not get to us, I guess. The next day they took us down to San 
Pelro and they guarded us there, and the dav after that they put 
us in a stock car with a bunch of soldiers and took us down to the 
Guatemala line—us and quite a bunch of Americans. I suppose 
there were 100 Americans that went out on that train. g 

Mr. Kerve. Did you go back after that? 

Mr. Kriraznercer. Yes, sir. I was in the States that summer, and 
I went back, I think. in September. 
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Mr. Kearrvi. Why did you go back? , 

Mr. Krrrzpercer. Well, I had my interests there, and these other 
people had their interests there, and something had to be done. 

Mr. Kearrv.. Did you have any assurance of protection if you 
went back ? 

Mr. Karitznercer. Not a bit. 

Mr. KearruL. What trouble did you have after that ¢ 

Mr. Kritzpercer. Then I think it was the following December, 
the last day of the year, is when the first bunch of Villista bandits 
took that place? 

Mr. Kearrtn, In 1914? 

Mr. Karranercer. I think it was in 1914. I think it was Decem- 
ber after-—— 

Mr. Kearrvt. The landing at Vera Cruz? 

Mr. KrirzpercGer. Yes, sir. They came in there, and of course, I 
didn't know who they were. A boy brought some milk out to the 
house, and he told me there was a bunch of Carrancistas in town 
that morning, and I said, “ Is that so?” T said.“ I will take a walk 
up town and see what is going on.” When I got up there. this Col. 
Culebra was up there, and there was only 32 of them at that time. 
This colonel approached me and wanted to know if I was Don 
Pedro, That is Spanish for “ Pete.” I told him I was. He said, 
“They told me you have several rifles and sixshooters and a lot 
of ammunition over there at vour house.” I told him it was a 
mistake; that I had a rifle and sixshooter, but the rifle was out on 
the ranch, and I said, * The ammunition I have is in my belt, and 
this sixshooter is all I have.” * Well.” he says. “ we have to have 
some ammunition.” * Well.” I said, “I don't know, this is all I 
have. and I need this here. because lots of fellows come around here, 
and if they find out vou haven't got anything they get vou.” 

I took him to the house, and I had three American saddles and a 
lot of little things around the house. I had a bottle of this comoteca, 
a kind of whisky. I wanted to get on the good side of him, you 
know, because I didn’t know what was going to happen. I asked 
him to take a drink. Oh. ves: he would do that all right. I poured 
a drink out for him. That is the style they have down there. they 
always pour a drink out for you. He refused to drink, and made 
me drink it first. I drank it, and then I poured a drink out for 
him, and he was satisfied and drank the whole bottle, and when he 
left there he was pretty well organized. 

I gave him some ammunition I had, 30-30s, and 44s that we got 
at the time the Marines went into Vera Cruz. I don't know how 
got them, but I had some there. I gave them to him and he 
didn't bother anything I had. but he took the horses and saddles 
and anything he wanted from any of those other Americans that 
were there. They weren’t there, but their property was there. I 
Was there, and he didn’t bother me at all. 

When we left the house he wanted to know why I didn’t strap 
my gun on me. I told him I didn’t want to: that I was afraid 
somebody would take it away from me, He made me put it on, 
and give me a license or paper. so none of his men would take it 
away from me. 

_ Of course, I walked up town with him. He was pretty well organ- 
zed, and they have a style down there, if you walk off with a fellow, 
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they put their arms around each other’s necks, and walk down the 
street. We walked down town that way, and the natives there 
saw it. 

Pretty soof after that the Carrancistas came in from one side, 
and they had a kind of a battle there, and the Villista bandits went 
up into the woods. Then the people around there told the Car- 
rancistas I was a friend of the bandits, and. of course, the Carran- 
cistas Jumped onto me and wanted to know how about that. I told 
them I tried to be the best friend in the world I could, because 
I was scared to death of them. I didn’t know what else to do. I 
don’t see what anybody would do in a case of that kind. They 
didn’t do anything to me; didn’t bother me any. 

Then it was about a vear, or pretty near a vear, after that when 
they came the second time. It was on the 2ith of December the 
following year. There were about 150 at that time. They came to 
my place and hit my place about 2 c’clock in the morning. I had 
been sick just about a week before that, and at that time I was just 
about getting over it and so I could sleep good, and I was sleeping 
very sound. I heard these bandits outdoors, but it didn’t seem to 
wake me up right away. Directly they woke me up, and I looked 
out, and every window or door I looked out I saw armed men. Sol 
just got down on the floor and crawled over in the corner. I hada 
six-shooter in a little grip and I took it out and took it with me. and 
I asked them what they wanted. Thev would not say anything. 
They just cursed me and told me to open the door. I asked them 
who they were and what they wanted, in Spanish, of course. They 
wouldn’t say anything more, only cursed me and told me to open the 
door. 

They got around to where my cook was asleep. a Chinaman: they 
got him out. and as he came out they grabbed him and wanted him 
to tell them where I was. He got loose from them and got in 
where I was, and the bandits went in after him. Well, I took a shot 
at him as he landed in the door; shot him with the six-shooter. 
didn’t aim to kill him; I didn’t aim to kill anvbody, but I wanted 
to get out of there. So I shot five shots through different windows 
and doors, and they cleared away on one side into the grass and 
brush, afraid I would shoot them, I guess. T went to my trunk and 
got the money and stuff out and packed up this grip and went ont 
the back wav. and while T was going out T heard horses coming down 
the trail toward where T lived. They had heard the shooting, and 
there was more of them in town. They circled the house, and they 
had a rope. They thought I was in there. and they were going to 
eatch me and hang me. That is the story the natives told me after- 
wards, ) 

I just had my night clothes on. TI lost everything I had in the 
house that time, too. I went down toward the railroad and across 
the lagoon, just on the other side. where they couldn't get to me. 
Of course, when I got there I had a few clothes there. but I was 
practically without any clothes until I got there. 

Mr. Kearrun. What did thev do to vour place? 

Mr. Krirzpercer. Burned it: destroved everything in it—tried to 
burn it. but it was a brick house. with hardwood floors. a mice 
American-style house. They dumped the things that were in the 
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trunk and all the stuff out on the floor and set fire to it, and burned 
a deep hole in the floor, but that hardwood don’t burn very good. 
They busted the piano and broke the doors and windows. 

Mr. Kearrun. Did they loot the house? 

Mr. Krirznercer. Yes, sir; they took everything in it; that is, the 
Carrancistas came there afterwards, after these bandits had gone, 
and they looted what the bandits didn’t take. 

Mr. Kearrct. What happened to the places of the other colonists 
theres 

Mr. Nrirznercrer. Well, all those places the other people had there 
are all gone. They stole all that was left. Every Tom, Dick, and 
Harry that would come along would tear a piece of the house down. 

Mr. Kearrcn. Did these people have live stock and implements, 
and their houses furnished ? 

Mr. Kritznercrr. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrut, And improvements on the place? 

Mr. Krirznercer. Oh, yes. You know how it is; they didn’t have 
much from the first start out, vou know. They spent all the money 
they had, lots of them. There was lots of those people that wanted 
to get away with their chidlren and their families. I was making a 
little money along at the time. and I bought lots of that stuff for 
practically nothing. They didn’t have the money to get away. 

Mr. Krarrvi. What became of the stutt vou bought? 
on Kritzpercer. The bandits and the Carrancistas destroyed 
that. 

Mr. KearreL. Are any Americans left in that colony now? . 

Mr. Krirzpercer. Not a one. 

Mr. Kearrvt. Where are they ? 

_ Mr. Krrrzsercer. I don’t know; in different parts of the United 
“tates, 

Mr. Kearrut. Were any of them killed? 

Mr. Krirzpercer. One of them. 

Mr. Kearrun. Who was that? 

Mr. Krirzpercrr. Jake Myers. 

Mr. KrearrcL. Please relate the incident of his killing. 

Mr. Krirzpercer. That was about the year 1915, T think. He 
came over to my house one afternoon, and he said, “ I have a fat pig 
I would like to butcher, and I want vou to come down and help me.” 
He was an old man. about 60 years old. I went down and helped him 
kill his hog. and he hung it up in a shed he had there. Ile was going 
to leave it there until morning, and in the morning he was going to 
cut it up. you know, and fix it. After we had the hog hung up I 
came on back home, and I met two men on the railroad. I went 
along the railroad on my way back. 

Then. the next morning I went down early to help him with his 
hog again, and I couldn't find him. The hog was still hanging there 
where we left it. I saw the house was all tore up and upset. but the 
other things were just as they were when I teft. Thev hadn’t been 
moved. such as kettles and stuff that he used to dress his hogs with. 

So I staid around there a while. I called and called and called. 
but he never came. I thought probably he was out in the cane patch 
somewhere, and he would be back after a while. I went back home, 
got a cup of coffee, and after a while I went back down there again. 
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Everything was just, the same as it was; everything just like it was 
when I first went down. I called and he never answered. I thought 
“I am going to take a walk over in that cane patch. Probably he 
went out there to cut some cane and got sick or something.” He was 
an old man. I started out that way, and I suspicioned something. 
He had a little sugar mill over there. I don’t know what caused me 
to go over there, but I went over there, and he was down under one 
of the kettles. It seems as though he knelt down to get some hot 
coals out from under the kettles. and he was on his hands and knees. 
and these people slipped up behind him and just cut his head off. 
It seemed as though it was just one cut through his entire neck, 
except his throat. | 

Mr. Kearruy. With a machete? 

Mr. Krirzpercer. With a machete; ves, sir. 

Mr. Kearrut. Were the murderers ever found? 

Mr. Krirzpercer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrunt. What was done with them? 

Mr. NrirzperGer. We had no idea who did it. Of course, I went 
uptown and reported the matter, and all the Americans ran down 
there to see. This same party that did the work was there at the 
time. standing around. He even dug the grave. We hired him to 
dig the grave. We didn't know who it was. vou know. oe 

The 16th day of September they had a big feast day. That is their 
national holiday. Well, he got drunk that day and he told it. 50 
we had him arrested and had him tried. He had American money 
om him that I saw another fellow give this Mr. Myers two or three 
days before, and he had a match box on him that I saw Mr. Myers 
have in his pocket, and we found some blood on his machete. So 
they took the fellows into Tonala—there were two of them—took 
them before the judge and had a trial, I guess: I wasn’t there. but | 
know they took that fellow down there. He had to pay $300. and 
that was all there was to the case. The man is still free. I see him | 
every once in a while: both of them. I know more or less about 
where they live. 

Mr. Krarree. He was fined by the judge? 

Mr. Krirznercer, Yes, sir. The judge took the money that he 
robbed Mr. Myers of. 

Mr. KrarreL. In payment of the fine? 

Mr. KRIrZBERGER. In pavment of the fine. 

Mr. Kearrer. They did not impose any further punishment on 
him ’ 

Mr. KrRrrzBERGER. Nothing further whatever, l 

Mr. Kearrun. Who was that judge? Was he a Carranasta 
official / 

Mr. Krirzpercer. Yes. sir. He was under the Government. He 
was a Carrancista. Carranza was in power at that time, but he had 
been judge there for a long time. He 1s dead now. 

Mr. Kearrut. You say this murderer against whom the crime was 
proved is at large? __ l 

Mr. ÑKRITZBERGER. Yes, SIr. 

Mr. Kearruc. And going about the vicinity ? 

Mr. IRITZBERGER. Just the same as any other native. 

Mr. Kearrcuv. Were there any other murders of Americans that 


vou knew about in that colony? 
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Mr. Kritzpercer. Yes. sir. Mr. MeGuill was murdered about 30 
miles below where I lived. I was well acquainted with him. There 
was alse a Mr. Morgan, up on the Chivela ranch. He was also 
murdered, 

Mr. Kearrun. Do you know the circumstan:es of the murders of 
those two men? 

Mr. Krirzpercer. Only what they told me. ‘I was in the States 
that summer when Mr. MeGall was murdered. and I got a letter from 
his father and he told me about it. l 

Mr. Keakrun. Was anything done by way of punishment of the 
murderers ¢ 

Mr. Kritzpercer, No, sir. They have-not found out who they 
were. They haven't punished anybody. They haven't tried to. I 
dont believe. They say they shot three fellows they thought were 
implicated in the Morgan murder. Mr. Morgan was captured in 
asawmill and tied up and taken down to his home by a band of about 
eight men, and he was hollering for help and everything, vou know, 
to get somebody to come and help him, and they sent another man 
down ahead to tell the women to get out of the house. The next 
dav the American consul and some Americans that lived in the 
north part of San Geronimo went down there to get him, and thev 
found him on the floor. He had a knife run through him. and two 
bullet holes through him. There was also a Spaniard shot and 
killed in the same house. 

Mr. Keareut. When these depredations were committeed against 
Americans and their property were any complaints made to the 
authorities 4 

Mr. Krrrzpercer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrci. Were any appeals made for protection ’ 

Mr. Krirzpercer. Yes. xiv. I don’t know how many times I made 
complaints, but they didn’t pay any attention to it: didn’t pay any 
attention to the American consul. 

Mr. Kearrer. What did you understand to be the reason for that 
attitude ¢ i 

Mr. Krirzgercer. Well, they knew they didn’t have to: that is the 
only reason I know, 

Mr. Kearrct. Do they seem to think they can commit these out- 
rages with impunity ? 

Mr. Krirzpercer. They feel as though they can do anything 
they want to to the Americans. That is the only way I could ex- 
plain it. It seems to me they think they can do anything they want 
to with Americans. They have been doing it right along. You go 
and make a complaint, and you are liable to get in jail forit. I 
am sure I would never say anything any more, because I came so 
close to getting in jail. Í caught a man killing a fat cow, and I 
made a complaint to the authorities there at Tonala, and they ar- 
rested the fellow and took him up, and the next day they turned 
hin loose. The fellow swore up and down he would shoot me, and 
do all this, that. and the other. They turned him loose. and then 

went to work and wrote a letter to Gen, Alvarado, the big Car- 
Tancista general in the south, and Gen. Alvarado sent word down to 
have him arrested again. They rearrested him, and he was in jail 
about a week, and he is at liberty now. I know it cost me about 
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$300 to convict him. and I lost two of my rifles, and three of my men 
are still in jail, and I felt mighty lucky that I wasn’t in jail, the way 
we were going. 

Mr. KerarruL. What is the attitude and demeanor of the authori- 
ties toward you when vou go to make a complaint! 

Mr. Krirzpercer. Every time I go into the office they pretty near 
know J am coming in there to holler about something, you know. 
and they hiss and laugh at me and wink at each other and say, 
* There comes that Gringo back for something.” 

Mr. WKearevs. They treat the American complaints as a joke, do 
they ¢ 

Mr. Krivzpercer I dop`t know what else you can make out of it. 
T wouldn't do anything, because it was absolutely useless. I had 
four powers of attorney down there for different people. I couldnt 
do anything. They were stealing cedar and cutting ties on property 
l had a power of attorney for, and I made a complaint. I wrote to 
the consul, an-l the consul wrote to them, and it didn't amount to 
that much. They took the stuff and went with it and I never gota 
cent, nor anybody else. 

Mr. Keanrrven. Did you ever make an appeal for protection to the 
American Government 4 

Mr. KRITZBERGER. No, sir; nothing further than the American con- 
sul. I told him my troubles and asked him if he could do anything 
for me. 

Mr. Kearren. What did the American consul say when you ap- 
pealed to him for protection ? 

Mr. Krirzpexcer. That case where they were stealing that stuff. 1 
wrote him a letter and told him I had a power of attorney for that 
stuff, and he wrote this colonel that they had down there who was 
stealing that cedar and stuff and told him T had a power of attorney 
for it and he had no business there. He didn't pay any attention to 
it. Ile just kept on stealing. 

Mr. Keareun. What did the American consul say to you about his 
ability to afford protection to you and other Americans? 

Mr. Krrrzeercer. I don't just understand vou. 

Mr. Weare, When vou appealed to the American consul for 
protection from the American Government, what did the American 
consul say to vou about getting protection, if anything? 

Mr. Krrranercer. He didn’t sav a nything. I was down there 
once when I had my passport verified and I told him about lots of 
this stuff that was going on, that I couldnt get any protection from 
the authorities in Tonala; and he never said anything, that he would 
do anything or that he would not. l - 

Mr. Kreareun. Did he ever give vou any advice about what you 
should do 4 

Mr. Krirzpercer. No, sir. 

Mr. Kearren. Did he ever advise you to get out of the country ? 

Mr. Krirznercer. No, sir. | 

Mr. Krarrvn. Did vou ever receive a notice or order coming from 
the American Government to get out of Mexico? l 

Mr. Krivzpercer. There was an order came one time. at the time 
Vila went in the States. from the English consul, who was repre- 
senting the American Government there, that we had getter get out. 

Mr. Krarree. That was the time of Villa's raid on Columbus? 
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Mr. Kerrzpercer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrun. And the Pershing expedition followed? 

Mr. Krrrzpercer. Yes, sir. They had no American consul then 
for about a year or a year and a half, maybe two years. 

Mr. Kearrot. Did you ever appeal to the authorities in Washing- 
ton for protection ? 

Mr. Krrrzpercer. No, sir. 

Mr. Kearrot. Why did you not? 

Mr. Krizpercer. Well, I thought the American consul would be 
looking after that. He sent a letter to Washington, and to the 
ambassador at Mexico City, and also the consul general at Mexico 
City. telling what I wrote him. I don’t know any more about it. 

Mr. KrarruL. Do you know of any of your neighbors or other 
Americans there who appealed to the Washington authorities? 

Mr. Krrrzpercer. No, sir. 

T KrarruL. Did you ever hear of any of them getting protec- 
tion? 

Mr. Kritzpercer. No, sir. That is out of the question, protection 
of any kind. 

Mr. KrarruL. Who were the Mexicans who were robbing these 
places and committing the depredations you speak of? 

Mr, Krrrzpercer. They were people that came along. Even a train 
would pull into that place, and would stop for a while, and the train 
crew would get out and rob and steal around the houses there—any- 
body that would come along. They would just tear the houses down 
and sell the boards. Of course, the furniture and stuff like that has 
all been stolen and is gone. The Americans left and, of course, they 
left their houses standing there, but they are all gone now. They 
have completely lost the whole business. | 

Mr. Kearrut. Were any of these depredations committed by the 
Carrancista soldiers ? 

Mr. Krrrzpercer. Yes, sir. The Carraneista soldiers came into 
San Pedro several times. They would say, “I’m going over to that 
Gringo. If he don’t give us something to eat we will shoot a hole in 
him.” I would not be at the house, and they would rob the house, 
destroy the garden. A bunch of them would come in and turn 200 or 
300 horses in the pasture, never ask permission or anything. I had 
about 600 head of cattle that belonged to other people. I didn’t own 
any land, and I didn’t have anything else outside of these cattle. 

ey were running on this ranch of Mr. Cunningham’s, a 6,000-acre 
ranch, all fenced in. They just cut the wires down and stole it and 
turned cattle in, and took trees and logs ont, anything they wanted 
to. I complained about that I don’t know how many times—I guess 
20 times—and the more I complained the more it was done. People 
bring in cattle from 20 or 30 miles away and turn them in on that 
property, and I can’t stop it. I absolutely have no control over the 
place at all. My cattle get mixed up with these cattle. These cattle 

o in the corral where my cattle are, and that’s the last I see of 
them. I can’t stop it. 

Mr. Kearrun. What do you know about graft on the part of Car- 
rancista officers ? 

Mr. Krrrzpercer. It is all a graft. Everybody grafts. 

Mr. KearFUL, Can you give us some illustrations? 
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Mr. Krirzpercer. Well, I can in a way. If people are shipping 

‘attle or anything that way, the first thing you will have to do, you 
will have to pay the train master $25 or $30 to get your car. When 
vou get a car, probably the conductor or engineer will come around 
and say the car is broken, but if you can pay them $25 or $30 they 
will take the car on up to their destination. When you get there, 
and another train crew has to take your car down, they will take it 
down a station or two, and then they will say there is something the 
matter with the truck, the car is in bad order, and they can't take 
it any further. They do that just to get another $25. 

Mr. Kearrvr. These are all in addition to the regular freight 
charges?’ 

Mr. Krirzpercer. These are all extra; ves sir. That is the custom 
down there. 

Mr. Kearrvv. Is it the custom to pay the officials to get them to 
perform their duty ? 

Mr. Krirznenrcer. It is the only way vou can get anything done. 

Mr. Krarrce. What information have you about outrages upon 
women by the Carrancistas ? 

Mr. Krirzpercer. At the time they came in there, at the time of 
the Vera Cruz business, thev : assaulted one American woman. 

Mr. Kearren. How about the native women? 

Mr. Krrrzpercer. Oh, they assaulted little girls and women right 
along. 

Mr. Kearrun. It was a common thing, was it? 

Mr. Krirzpercer. Yes, sir. The second time the bandits came 
there. they destroyed all the little girls that were in the town. 

Mr. Kearren. Do vou mean they assaulted them ? 

Mr. Kroranercer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrun. What happened to the American woman you 
speak of? ` 

Mr. Krrrapercer. That family went over into Guatemala. They 
took them out on the same train we were taken out on. I dont 
know, but ìt seems to me hike that woman died later on over there. 

Mr. KerarreL. What was her condition at the time she was as- 
saulted ? 

Mr. Kritzęeercer. She was in a family w ay at the time she was 
assaulted, and the party that assaulted her is living right at that 
same place to- day. They have not even asked him anything about 
it. I don’t think. 

Mr. Kearrcri. Was this woman a member of the American colony 
there? 

Mr. Krirznercer. Yes. sir. They had a family of four or five 
children; a little baby. They lost everything they had. After that 
happened, though, he didn’t want to stay there any longer. He got 
over In Guatemala. That is as far as they got them. 

Mr. Keanrut. When did vou leave Mexico? 

Mr. Krirznercer. This last time? 

Mr. Kearrun. Yes. 

Mr. Krirzpercer. I left there the 22d day of February. 

Mr. Krarrun. This year? i 

Mr. KrirzrererR. Yes. sir. 

Mr. Kearrve. Were any Ameircans there when you left? 
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Mr. Kritzpercer. Not in my district. Within 40 miles of me there 
wasn't any. There used to be 200 or 300 there. 

Mr. Kearrut. What was the condition of travel over the line you 
took coming to the United States? 

Mr. Krirzpercer. Down along the Pan American line they used 
to go in large droves, 200 or 300 of them. They used to take towns. 
They took that town of Tonala three times. I had a room there, 
and clothes and stuff there, and I lost everything I had there. From 
that time the bandits were all split up in small tribes, and they 
would just rob and steal everywhere they would go. Probably one 
iunch of 10 or 12 would hit you to-day, and to-morrow another 
bunch would come along and they would take whatever they wanted 
and asked no questions, only they may ask you to help them. | 

Up along the Vera Cruz and Isthmus road they have seven trains. 
They run a train from 5 to every 15 days. They have a work train 
ond a passenger train and another train for troops. 

Mr. Krarrcn. A military train? 

Mr. Krrrzpercer. A military train: yes. sir. The bandits had 
destroyed the bridge on the track and they had to build a new bridge 
over the track before we could move on. We had that military train 
to guard the passenger train. 

T KrarrcLt. What were the conditions on this last trip vou 
made ? 

Mr. Krrtzpercer. Why. I think they are worse right now, in fact, 
than when I came out. 

Mr. Krarror. How many days were you coming out? 

Mr. Krirzpercer. I was two weeks and two days coming out, 
about two weeks coming through Mexico. As a rule it takes five 
days. but I was lucky. I struck the train just right, vou see. Tf I 
hadn't struck that train at that time probably I would have had 
to wait 8 or 10 days before I had another chance. Probably it would 
have taken me a week or 10 days longer: 

Mr. Kearrtt. On what portion of the trip was the worst con- 
dition of travel ? 

Ir. Krirzpercer. That was the worst part. on the Vera Cruz and 
Isthmus Railroad. 

Mr. KearruL. Below Mexico City? 

Mr. Krrrzpercer. Yes, sir. The track is all grown up with weeds 
and brush. The train just creeps along and the brush breaks the 
windows of the train. They can’t have anybody to clean and work 
on the track. The window lights on the train are all shot out or 
torn up or broken. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did you have sleeping accommodations? 

Mr. Krirzpercer. No, sir. 

Mr. Kearrvt. Were you able to get meals or food on the road? 

l Mr. Karrzpercer. If you can eat these frijoles or tortillas that the 

natives have on the road. I took a little canned stuff with me. We 

can't find anything to eat on the road until you come to a place they 

a Orizaba. Then you have Pullman accommodations into Mexico 
ity. 

Mr. KearruL. Is there any class of Mexicans in the locality where 
you were operating that was peaceful and law abiding? 

r. Krirzpercer. Very few; very few. 
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Mr. Kearrct. What is the sentiment among the better class as to 
what ought to be done to straighten out the trouble there? 

Mr. Krirzpercer. Well, thev’ all seem to think the States are to 
blame for all of it, because they don’t come down there and do some- 
thing to straighten that out. Lots of them lost everything they had, 
people that were worthy. Then the Mexicans, the natives, the better 
class of people, wanted intervention, all over, anywhere you talk. 

Mr. Krarrur. You mean they want the United States to take the 
country ? 

Mr. Krirzpercer. Yes, sir. | | 

Mr. Kearrcni. What do they want the United States to do? 

Mr. Kritzrercer. Well, I don’t know. They think if the States 
would come in there and take hold of things they probably would 
get under a different rule. 

Mr. Kearrct. Do they seem to be hopeless that the Mexicans 
themselves can straighten the situation out? 

Mr. Krirzpercer. Yes, sir; absolutely. I don’t see how in the 
world, if some foreign country don’t fix things up down there, how 
it will ever be settled. 

Mr. Kearrcrn. What is the sentiment among the Americans and 
other foreigners down there as to what ought to be done? 

Mr. Krirzpercer. They have same opinion. | 

Mr. Kerarrun. What is your own opinion as to what should be 
done? 

Mr. Krirznercer. I think there ought to be intervention. That 
is the only thing I can see in the world that will ever do any good 
now. The people have got in such a state that I don’t think they 
will ever get straightened up. I don’t think they can ever do it. 
They have had their own way for 10 vears, and it is going from bad 
to worse all the time. You can hardly get anybody to work nov. 
They don't have to work. They can take anything vou have got. 
and nobody say a word about it. so what is the use of working! 
That is the way they feel about it, and they tell it to you, if they 
want to. 

Mr. Krarron. Are there any other incidents of which you have 
personal knowledge that vou have not already related ? 

Mr. Krrrzpercer. There was a Mr. Summers. I knew him. I saw 
him on the wav up. He lived down close to where I lived. While 
I was talking with him a fellow came in and said, “ The bandits are 
down there looting vour place.” We were talking about one thing 
or another, and he says, “If they will let me know when they come 
around Į will go down there and have an interview with them.” 
saw in the paper when I got to Laredo that they had captured him 
and was holding him for $5.000 ransom. I also saw it in the home 
paper when I got home. and saw that his brother in Oklahoma some 
place had paid the ransom. 

Mr. Kearrun. Who were the people who captured him and held 
him? 

Mr. Krirzpercrr. They were bandits: that is all I know. 

Mr. KearruL. Do you make any distinction between bandits and 
Carrancistas? 

Mr. Krirzpercrr. No; I don’t. I think they are all bandits, the 
wav I figure it. The wav they did me. and the way they do every- 
body, I don’t see where there is any difference. I really think the 
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Carranza forces did me more damage than the bandits. The bandits 
would come in and stay two or three or four hours, take what they 
wanted, and go on. The Carranza forces would come down there 
and probably stay for a week, and steal off of me all the time they 
were there. 

Mr. Kearruu. Did they ever pay for anything they got? 

Mr. Krrrzpercer. No, sir; they didn’t pay for anything. I never 
got anything. When I got down there this last time I took a sashay 
down through the woods. I had been away four or five months, and 
I found several animals that were shot. I found where they stole a 
lot of barbed wire. I went to Tonala, and as it happened the general 
was at Tonala. I also wrote the consul a little before that about it. 
Thad a talk with the general, and he wanted to know who was doing 
that. He said, “ Why don’t you watch and see who is doing that?” 
I said to him, “I am not going to stay around in the woods, when 
the bandits and people are out there with rifles killing cattle.” 
“Well,” he says, “the only thing we can do is to send a commission 
out there and take the arms away from the people around there and 
stop it.” He said he would do that. In about 10 days here comes 
about 25 men, and they came to the ranch about noon. They had 
already taken up the arms on one side. They stayed at the ranch 
that afternoon and that night until 4 o’clock the next morning, and 
then they worked on the other end of the ranch to the other little 
town and gathered up the arms. Then when they came back they 
stayed at the ranch until long about midnight the next night. Of 
course, I took the captain and one or two others in the house and 
treated them as nice as I could. 

The rest of the soldiers stayed outdoors. When thev left that 
night they robbed the ranch, took a lot of things—saddles, bridles, 
blankets. I turned in and wrote the general a letter and told him 
thev came out there and robbed me, but that was the end of it. If 
Thad not said anything in the first place, I would have been robbed 
but once, but I went and made a holler, so I was robbed twice. The 
more you try to do anything the worse you are stung. 

Mr. Kearrun. There were a good many Americans who were 
robbed and driven out of Mexico who applied to the American State 
Department for protection, and they have reported that the question 
put to them was, “ Why did you go to Mexico?” So I will ask you 
why you went to Mexico? 

r. Krrrzpercer. I thought there was an opportunity there, is 
why I went to Mexico. I think I would have lots of money to-day 
if that had not happened. 

Mr. KearFun. Were you advised about the opportunities in Mexico 
by the Mexican Government or by this Government before you 
Went! 

Mr, Krirzpercrr. No, sir. I read literature. and I went down on 
my own hook. Nobody told me, and I never asked any questions. 

Mr. Kearrun. You went there to engage in a legitimate business 
enterprise, did you? 

r. Kerrzpercer. I went there with the intention of making 
money, and trying to do business in a business way. 

Mr. Kearrun, Did you have any idea when you went there that 
When you succeeded in developing the business it would be taken 
away from you and you would be refused protection ? 
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Mr. Krirzpercer. No; not the least idea; not the least idea. When 
I first went there it seemed like all the natives respected you. If 
vou passed one of them, they would take their hats off to you ana 
get out of your way and allow you the trail. It kind of made me 
take up with the country. But it is just the opposite now. Even 
if you are in town, you can’t walk on the sidewalk. You are liable 
to be assaulted or insulted. They will call you anything they want 
to, or make a joke of you, or shove you out of the way. 

Mr. KearFrut. Did you or the other Americans who went there 
nustreat the Mexicans in any way? | 

Mr. Krirzpercer. No, sir. I don’t know one case where an Amer- 
ican ever mistreated a Mexican. Of course, some Americans may 
have some trouble down there, because he has his property, and some 
Mexican will want to use part of it to plant some corn on or some- 
thing like that, and the American won’t stand for it. Of course, you 
wouldn’t call that mistreating the Mexicans. because the property 
was paid for and the American was paving the taxes on it. 

Mr. Kearrur. What effect did the American enterprises have upon 
the condition of the Mexican laborers? Was it beneficial to them or 
otherwise ? 

Mr. Krirzpercer. The Mexicans at that time seemed to think it was 
a nice thing for Americans to come in there, because the Americans 
always paid them more money than anybody else, or their own people 
did. They seemed to think they got along better. Any American 
that went down there, he would start developing and trying to do 
something, which their own people didn’t do so much. And the 
Americans always paid them better wages than anybody else. At 
the same time, if they got a chance at vou they would cut your 
head off. 

Mr. Kerarrvun. Is there anything further you want to say that has 
not always been covered ? 

Mr. Kairzpercer. No, sir; I don’t know of anything. I guess we 
have covered about everything. 

At different places, in riding along on the train, we would see 
natives hanging on the trees now, along the railroad. They kill each 
other, It seems like they will loot. and one will rob the other, and 
one will kill the other to get what he had looted. 

Mr. Krarrun, What is the condition of the country through which . 
vou traveled at the time vou came out of Mexico the last time? 
~ Mr. Krirzpercer. It is worse than ever. 

Mr. Kearrvyi. In what way? 

Mr. Krirzpercrer. In the way of looting. 

Mr. Kearrcun. How about the farms along the railroad? What 
condition are they in ? ; 

Mr. Karrrapercer. I mentioned that. The farms are there, but the 
improvements and everything and the people are all gone. The land 
is there, of course. I don’t know whether the taxes are paid on it, 
or whether the Government has put an embargo on it or not. 
course, I don't know that. Some of them probably are paying taxes 
on their property there yet, and some of them I don’t suppose are 
able to. 

Mr. KearruL. If the taxes are not paid then the Government levies 
an attachment on the property ? 
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Mr. Kritzpercrr. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrut. What they call an “embargo ” ? 

Mr. Krirzpercer. Yes, sir. They put an embargo on some that is 
paid, too, if they want to. They put an embargo on land I have a 
power of attorney for. and I have paid taxes right up to date. I 
went to see the collector and tried to explain the thing to him, but he 
wouldnt be convinced in any shape or form. I wrote to the consul 
about it, and I don’t know what the outeome of it is now. I wanted 
to get away, because the bandits were working around there and I 
didn't want to stay any longer. I didn't stay to finish that embargo 
business they put on that property. The consul said he would try 
te straighten it out. And that is all I know about it. 

Mr. Kearrt,. How do the Mexicans treat other foreigners besides 

Americans—especially Germans and Englishmen ? 

Mr, Krirzpercer. Well, it seems to me the Germans don’t have 
as much trouble as anybody else. It seems like down with the 
German people they don’t have any bandits. In those big coffee 
ranches there, where the Americans have those big coffee ranches, 
and the English have a few of the coffee ranches, but the most of 
them—two-thirds or better—belong to the Germans. The bandits 
don't operate down in there. I don’t know why. 

Mr. Kearron. In what part of the country is that? 

Mr. Krirzpercer. That is practically on the Guatemala line. 

Mr. Kearrv.. In the State of Chiapas? 

Mr. Krirzpercer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrun. Are there any other incidents that you recall? 

Mr. Krrrzpercer. No, sir; I guess not. 

Mr. Kearruu. That will be all, then. Thank you very much for 


your testimony. 
(Thereupon, at 12 o’clock noon, the committee adjourned.) 
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UNITED STATES SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON Foreign RELATIONS, 
Washington, D. C. 
Testimony taken at Washington, D. C., April 1, 1920, by Francis 
J. Kearful, Esq., in pursuance of an order of the subcommittee of 
the Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate. 


TESTIMONY OF MR. MICHAEL J. SLATTERY. 


(The witness was duly sworn by Mr. Kearful.) 

Mr. Kearrun. Please state your full name. 

Mr. Statrery. Michael J. Slattery. 

Mr. Kearruv. What is your present place of residence? 

Mr. Statrery. 830 North Sixty-third Street, Philadelphia. 

Mr. Kearrun, Are you an American citizen! 

Mr. SLATTERY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrut. Where were you born? 

Mr. Suarrery. Philadelphia. 

Mr. Kearrut. What is your profession ? 

Mr, Suarrery. I am a mine operator. 

Mr. Kearrun. What opportunities have you had to observe con- 
ditions in Mexico? 

Mr. Suarrery. Recently ? 

Mr. Kearrun. At any time. 

Mr. Suarrery. First of all, my close contact with the people; I 
went into Mexico in March, 1901, coming out when we were forced 
out by the invasion of Vera Cruz by the United States Government, 
in April, 1914. Living all those years in Mexico gave me a splendid 
opportunity of knowing the people, becoming acquainted with them, 
their customs and mode of living; and, after my coming out of 
Mexico, keeping up the friendship with most of the friends that I 
bad made down there. I think, therefore, I am in a position to say 
that I know something of Mexico. | 

Mr. Kearrun. What was your business in Mexico? 

Mr. Statrery. My business was being engaged in mining. 

Mr. Kearrun. In what part of the country ? 

_ Mr. Starrery. I was in charge of many operations in the State of 
Zacatecas, the State of Colima, and the State of Jalisco, particularly 
Jalisco. I was in charge of a number of big properties down there, 
and not only in charge of a number of properties, but I owned con- 
siderable property of my own. aie 
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Mr. Krarrvn. Will you proceed to state in your own way the 
nature and extent of the operations with which you were connected 
in Mexico? 

Mr. Siarrery. I do not quite get that question; in how large a 
way? . 

Mr. Kearru. Yes. 

Mr. Siarrery. For instance, in one property we were operating a 
mill of 200 tons capacity and were considering the advisability of 
further adding to that mill. We employed close on to 1,100 men. 

Mr. Kearrcun. What kind of a mine was that? 

Mr. Suarrery. That was gold mining. At another place we had 
about 350 men and were building and constructing a mill. At a num- 
ber of other places we had anywhere from 50 to 75 men at work pros- 
pecting and doing development. work. i 

Mr. KrearreL. Can you make an estimate of the amount of money 
invested in these enterprises with which you were connected? 

Mr. Suarrery. Yes. The actual capital invested I would imagine 
would be in the neighborhood of $7.000.000. Aside from that there 
were a number of properties in which I have been directly interested, 
properties that I have owned myself, for instance, where I have 
taken considerable money out of the ground and put it back into the 
property; that is to say, in the development work I took this money 
that we received for the sale of bullion and concentrate returns and 
put it right back into development and improvements. 

Mr. Kearrut. Are you familiar with the condition of mining in 
Mexico prior to the time that the Americans went in there to engage 
in mining? 

Mr. Srarrery. My experience with mining only dates from March, 
1901: but from talking with the natives themselves about the min- 
ing prior to that time and comparing it with the conditions of the 
succeeding years, say from 1901 to 1910, I should say that I was 
familiar with those conditions. 

Mr. Kearrtr. About what time in the history of mining in Mexico 
did the Americans go into that country ? 

Mr. SLATTERY. I do not know exactly. I do not know when Por- 
firio Diaz—one of the most wonderful Presidents that Mexico has 
ever had—issued that famous proclamation of his, which, among 
other things, if my memory serves me correctly, said : 

Recognizing that the economic condition of Mexico can not be developed from 
within, I hereby invite the nationals of the world to come into Mexico aod 
develop the resources of Mexico, guaranteeing to them the same rights and 
privileges as are new enjoyed by Mexican citizens, excepting, of course, the 
right of suffrage. 

When T came into Mexico that was one of the first—in fact, before 
I went into Mexico that was one of the first things that was called 
to my attention. It was called to my attention for the reason that 
Mexico to me was a strange country and I was anxious to understand 
the conditions which would safeguard a man, his life. and his prop- 
erty while in that country: and it was while I was in the City of 
Mexico talking to one of the most prominent members of the legal 
profession that that proclamation was shown to me, and of course 
I have always understood and during my years under Diaz I realized 
that that proclamation was being carried fully into effect, namely. 
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that Americans as well as all other nationals were given every right 
and privilege to engage in the mining industry. 

Mr. Kearrvi. You regard that as practically the beginning of 
American mining operations in Mexico? | 

Mr. Suatrery, I believe that that was the beginning of the Ameri- 
can entry into Mexico on a large scale in mining. 

Mr. Kearrun. Diaz was president first in 1876, and again in 1854. 

Mr. SLATTERY. Yes. 

Mr. Kearrvt. So that it was near the beginning of his adminis- 
tration ? 

Mr. Statrrry. No; that I can not say, because I never took the 
trouble of looking it up. I am only familiar with it because it 
appears on the first page of the constitution. 

Mr. Kearru,. What was the fact in regard to the mining pros- 
pects of Mexico when the Americans went in? Were there great 
bonanzas ready to be developed at little cost, or were they proble- 
matical and expensive? 

Mr. Srarrery. In my entire experience in Mexico, my long years 
in Mexico, I never saw in any part of Mexico and never met any 
American or Britisher who ever ran across one of those so-called 
bonanzas. Personally I was always on the lookout for that kind 
of a proposition; but in my 18 years professional prober connections 
in Mexico I never knew of such a thing. Bonanzas only come where 
there is an intersection of veins, and those intersections of veins are 
usually not found on the surface; they are usually found very deep 
down in the ground, and it requires a great deal of development 
work to locate such bonanzas. 

Mr. Kearrut. What was the condition with respect to the surface 
pepe having been worked out when the Americans went in 
there? 

Mr. Starrery. Mexico is known as the land of antiguas. That is 
to say, there are a number of old mines, some of them going back to 
the time of Carlos V of Spain; but the way those mines have been 
worked, those antiguas, have been such that in nearly every case 
every piece of ground that has been worth while has been practically, 
you might say, worked all over again, for the reason that there were 
very narrow passageways. We mining men developing the ground 
call them rat holes. They simply followed the pay streak. The 
development work was not carried on as we carry it on. They 
simply gouge and follow the streak. If it is a foot wide they will 
just drive the width of a man’s body; so you can readily see that 
when any Americans came across these antiquas that were supposed 
to be very rich mines in the days gone by, it required considerable 
money to open up and develop them; and there are very few antiquas- 
that are in actual operation. 

r. Kearrun. Was it a fact that all of the rich prospects had been 
worked out and abandoned at the time the Americans went in there? 

Mr. Suatrery. I should like to answer your question in this way: 
Every big mine in Mexico to-day that is worthy of the name of be- 
ing called a big mine has been developed by American enterprise or 
British engineers. In other words, when those men first went in 
there and took hold of these properties they were ney prospects, 
and to-day they are the most wonderful properties in Mexico, and 
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those mines were developed by American and British capital I 
want to say that the reason why I say “ American and British capi- 
tal” is this: It is a strange thing that the American people have 
never realized. We fellows in Mexico have been dubbed, vou might 
say, back here, as being soldiers of fortune. It has been said that we 
have gone down there and that we have grabbed the lands. and that 
we have stolen the mines, and in other words that we have taken 
these things away from the Mexican people, when as a matter of fact 
Americans in Mexico have only been engaged in things that have 
required nerve, patience, and sacrifice. That is to say, they have 
been engaged in mining, and every man knows that a man who lives 
in the mining country is away from civilization; he is out in the 
lonely hills. He does not develop a mine overnight. It takes time 
to do that. Every shot he puts into the ind does not produce 
ore, and he has his disappointments. Then we have the railroad 
men, engaged in building railroads. The Americans built all the 
railroads. When we talk about the progress of Mexico during the 
vears prior to Mr. Diaz, and we say that nearly every section of 
Mexico has been connected with the capital by railroad, we can also 
sav that these same railroads have been built by Americans. Our 
dams, waterworks, ports of entry, our beautiful harbors at Vera 
Cruz and Manzanillo, and all big things like that, Americans have 
been asked to go in and do these things. 

Mr. Kearrcn. What about the paving of the streets? 

Mr. Suvrrery. We are laying out the sewers in the different cities. 
Americans as a class have not gone into the commercial enterprises. 
The thought I want to convey to vou is that we did not take away 
any opportunity from the native people. We developed the oppor- 
tumity. 

Mr. Nearrun. Ts it a fact that the Americans went in there and 
did the things that the Mexicans themselves would not do or did 


not do’ 
Mr. Suatreny. That is the truest statement that has ever been 


made. 

Mr. Keawrer Ts that especially true with regard to mines? 

Mr. Srarrrrey. Absolutely so. I have been in contact with a 
great many Mexteans, and I have never known a Mexican in my 
entire experience ino Mexico to ever invest a dollar in what we 
would call a prospect-—that is, what we fellows would consider a 
vood gamble chat we would be willing to sink our own money 1N 
to help to develop. l never knew of a Mexican in my entire ex- 
perience that would be willing to invest in that prospect with you. 

Mr. Keanrtt Tn vetting control of mining prospects in Mexico, 
did vou ever knew of Americans whe had special concessions that 
thev obtained from the Mexican Government that gave them any 
special privileges over the Menxieans ? i 

Me, Savrery, Do not make me laugh, As to these so-called spe- 
cial eoneessions, l have orly hesni of the term since I have been 
back in the United States Anything eur people vot in Mexico, we 
bought and we dearly paid for. i l 

Mr. Kerarrtr, Did vou or veur associates have anv special privi- 
lees that vor mot frum anyvbour! i 

Vir Siarresy. l not onh akd not have any spacial privileges. 
bee lT esn ete many avasions wher they have atemmted to take 
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away from me what I really secured in the proper and legal way, 
after I developed them from a prospect into a paying proposition. 

Mr. Kearrct. Has it been true with many other operators, as it 
has been with you that when profits were made from the mines, 
those profits were reinvested for further development ? 

Mr. Statrery. Oh, yes; that has been our general policy. That 
has been the general policy of many of our American mine 
operators. 

Mr, Kearrut. What effect did the operation of American capital 
and enterprise in the mining industry have upon the laboring classes 
of Mexico’ Did it tend to oppress them ? 

Mr. Stattery. -It seemed to me—and of course I am only going to 
speak of my own expedience—that we put life into the whole coun- 
try where Americans were engaged in an enterprise. Speaking for 
myself, I can recite to vou three places where practically a blade 
of grass did not grow. When I say “a blade of grass,” you know 
what I mean—developed in the proper way; there was nothing but 
a little prospect, little indications, superficial indications that there 
was ore in the ground. We developed those three places, so that 
In time we built practically towns around those mines with the 
at engaged in the development of our work. 

Mr. Kearrun. Did you employ natives exclusively ? 

Mr. Suatrery. Natives. When I went to Mexico first, the aver- 
age wage of the peon, the laborer, was 6 cents a day, Mexican 
money. The first crew of men I ever employed I paid 50 cents a 
day. That was the beginning, you might say, of the hatred that 
sprang up between the mining men and the hacienda men. 

Mr. Kearrun. The Mexican hacienda men? 

Mr. Starrery. The Mexican hacienda men. They were paying 
their men 6 cents a day and allowing them so much of the corn and 
beans that they would raise on the hacienda. Sometimes thev got 
what was coming to them, and sometimes they did not. In any 
case, we began at 50 cents a dav. We raised that to 75 cents a 
day. We have been paying from a dollar for common labor up to 
two and three dollars a day. l . 

Mr. KrarruL. You are speaking in terms of Mexican money / 

Mr. Suatrery. In terms of Mexican money. I never operated 
nor would I operate a company store, but I always saw to it that 
in dealing with storekeepers that were in my village or in the place 
where I was operating, we bought those goods for cash. You know 
Mexico is a country of long-time credits, but by paying cash for 
everything you can buy things considerably cheaper. 

Mr. Kearrut. What was the system of company stores that op- 
erated to oppress Mexican laborers as it was operated by the 
Mexicans! 

Mr. Suarrery. The company store was a store where the peon or 
the laborer could go to the store on what they called a ticket, and 
on this ticket everything that he was given out of the store was put 
down. At the end of two weeks, or at the end of a quincena—two 
Weeks’ time—or a month, or whatever the time or period of em- 
ployment was the amount that he was supposed to receive every 
dav was then placed opposite what he received, and it was always 
found that that man was in debt. No matter how it was fienred, 
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the peon was always in debt. In addition to that. the prices in the 
company store were always higher for everything than he could buy 
them for right out in the open market. 

Mr. Kearrun. Provided he had the cash? 

Mr. Siatrery. Providing he had the money. I saw the dangers 
of that system, and I always desired to have the confidence of the 
Mexican laborer, and in order that he would not think we were 
trying, as we use the term nowadays, to profiteer, we did not operate 
a company store, but we did control every storekeeper in our village. 
That is to say, every man, every storekeeper who sold a piece of 
goods higher than what the price was that we fixed on it, we prac- 
tically took the privileges of the store away from that man. ln 
other words. what I mean by that is that we would not honor our 
tive-cards im his store. 

Mr. Krarrci. That is, if he sold on credit to vour workmen and 
charged them an exorbitant price vou would see that he did not get 
puid ! 4 

Mr. Siarrery. We would not honor those cards, and in that way 
our laboring men, our miners, were able to buy in these stores articles 
of wearing apparel and also edibles for less than they could buy these 
same articles for in the smaller towns. because of the opportunities 
we afforded them, by paying cash for everything and buying at 
wholesale prices. 

Mr. Keareun. What other benefits accrued to the Mexican natives 
by reason of the operations, besides this doing away with the com- 
pany-store system and the wage scale? W hat about their habits of 
living and their clothing, ete. ? 

Mr. Suarrery. That would have to be answered with a long story. 
whieh T do not like to go into. 

The average American who has gone to Mexico has been practically 
the judge and jury and doctor and evervthing else for his laborers. 
Once an American obtained the confidence of the native. that 
native would bring and did bring his domestic troubles, his family 
troubles. all his troubles to him. Tn ease of any quarrels or anything 
of that sort he would never think of going into the town to the jefe 
politico or to the judge to settle them. He would bring them up to 
his American patron and have him adjust them. We Americans 
moved among those Mexicans: we were practically their doctors: 
many of us took up a conme of medicine. vou might say by cor- 
respondence, through the Parke-Davis system. just to learn the gen- 
eral symptoms of diseases and have some pills and things around 
about the place, so that in ease of little ills and all that sort of thing 
we would) be able to administer te them. 

What the Americans have done for their laborers and for the 
people connected with their w ork, NO man is m q position to mive a 
real statistical account. For instance. these of us that knew their 
habits, we celebrated thur own fests right on our awn grounds; we 
ive them their own entertainments: w e muvee them their: own music: 
evervaling that they would have by going to the big towns we gave 
them reht en ovr own place. 

Mer. Keagrur. Without assessing them for it? 

Mr. Starresy. Without charging them a nickel. 

Mr. Kevarect. What about the matter of education? 
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Mr. Suatrery. In the matter of education, we always saw to it— 
of course, that was never carried on in a systematic manner, because, 
after all, the word “education ” is a misnomer in Mexico. Although 
I have read so many beautiful things about the educational system 
of Mexico, I never came in direct contact with it: at least. I never 
saw it, although I searched for it—this wonderful educational svs- 
tem that was said to be going on in Mexico. Without speaking for 
anybody else, we had a rural school—vou might call it—out our 
way, that we had two or three hundred children attending, and we 
practically paid 50 per cent of the expenses of maintaining that 
school. 

Mr. KearrcL. Was the system that you describe, of gaining the 
confidence of the Mexican workmen, generally followed by American 
mining operators ? 

Mr, Suatrery. Generally: yes. 

Mr. Kearrut. What was the attitude of the Mexicans toward the 
American operators during the time of Porfirio Diaz? 

Mr. Starrery. The attitude was. I would say, of the most friendly 
kind. 

Mr. Kerret. Were they grateful for the things that were done for 
them. or otherwise ? 

Mr. Statrery. Well, yes; but that word “ grateful” is a peculiar 
word in Mexico. A Mexican very seldom—I suppose it is a trait that 
is unexplainable—shows gratitude, but if we could use the word in 
its broadest sense. they would go out of their way to appreciate what 
was done for them by their American patrons. 

Mr. Kearrvn. Were they trustworthy, as a rule, and faithful? 

Mr. Starrery. Absolutely. That is a thing that I should like to 
describe for you, because it has been asked of me so many times. 
The most faithful individual that I have ever met is the Mexican 
peon. He will stick with vou, if he has a responsibility, 24 hours of 
the day, if it is necessary. 

Mr. Kearrvn. Do you not call that gratitude for good treatment? 

Mr. Starrery. You have asked me another question, now. 

Mr. Kearrvt, Very well. 

Mr. Starrery. You asked me if they were trustworthy. Yon can 
put on vour desk $10,000 in money in all denominations, and go out; 
go down to the mill, or go somewhere else, and come back. and not 
a nickel of that money will be touched: but some old rivet or some 
old belt or something that. is absolutely of no use to the Mexican 
himself, but may, perhaps. be of some use to you. will be taken by 
him simply because it is lying around. Now, that is almost in- 
describable. 

Mr. Kearrun. You are talking now of a period that is past. are 
vou not? 

Mr. Starrery. I am talking now of the Mexican. 

Mr. Krarrun. The characteristics of the Mexican generally? 

Mr. Suarrery. I am talking now of the Mexican of to-day, as 
Well as the Mexican of 1901 that came under the direct influence of 
the Americans. When I say that. I do not include in that a single 
member of the outfit that has taken up arms with one faction or 
another. I describe him as nothing more than a bandit—members 
of that outfit. 
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Mr. Krarrunt. Do you include in the term “bandit” the govern- 
ment army? 

Mr. Siatrery. I include in the term “bandit ” every man that has 
been in the Carranza army, the Villa army, the Obregon army, all 
the factional strife; evervone of those fellows I include in that 
term. 

Mr. Kerarrun. Which predominated in the mining business in 
Mexico—Americans or British ? 

Mr. Siarrery. Oh, we were away ahead, both in money and men 
and development of mines, of British capital. 

Mr. Kearrun., Did you have any troubles at all during the time 
of Porfirio Diaz in your operations? 

Mr. Suarrery. Never. We never worried a minute. I rode all 
over Mexico during those good old days on horseback, and I felt as 
safe as if I were back in my own home town. The thought of danger 
never occurred to me. In fact, at night at the mine we slept with 
our doors and our windows wide open. 

Mr. Kearrun, You never had any feeling of insecurity? 

Mr. Suarvrery. We never had any feeling of insecurity during 
all of those vears. ; 

Mr. Kearrun. How is it now? 

Mr. Siarrery. As it is now, we are not even permitted to spend a 
night in our own place. 

-Mr. Kranrevn, At what point did this change begin to take place’ 

Mr. Snarrery. It started in 1910. In September, 1910, Mexico was 
celebrating the one hundredth anniversary of its independence from 
Spain. Everyone who was within the gates of Mexico at that time 
would think that she was the greatest country in the world, every- 
body seemed to be so happy and lovely with one another. Two 
months afterwards. if vou will recall, Pancho Madero hoisted Ms 
flag of revolt. and then started the anti-American riots. From some 
of the men who were closely connected with Pancho Madero, I was 
given to understand that these anti-American riots were inaugu- 
rated or initiated to convey to the American people and the world 
at large outside of Mexico that Porfirio Diaz was not capable of 
protecting life and property ; so in nearly all the cities of the republic 
these riots started. 

Mr. Kearror What result did they anticipate, upon showing to 
the world that Porfirio Diaz was incapable of protecting life and 
property ? 

Mr. Suavrrery. It appeared to Madero, and it appeared to a great 
many of the other malcontents. who were few in number at that 
time, that Porfirio Diaz had such a‘hold on the world at large that 
it would be a very unpopular thing to start anything in a regular 
wav that would tend to defeat Diaz for reelection as president, 80 
they took the other method of—as we use the word nowadays— 
propaganda, but it was armed propaganda. By having an outrage 
here. and another one there, and another one somewhere else. the 
impression would get out eventnally that Diaz. after all. was not 
doing what he was supposed to be doing: namely. protecting life and 
roperty. À — 

To get back to that period, I recall very vividly what happened 
in Gnadalajara in September of 1910. We Americans were aske 
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to get up some kind of a show. In fact, there was a day set aside for 
us, and we put on a set of athletic events. It was something new to 
them. They never had had them before. In fact, it was the first 
athletic meet that was ever held in Mexico. I was the chairman of 
the committee. I invited the governor out. The governor said, “ Oh, 
well. it is going to be like all the rest of these festivities. You will 
say vou will start at 2.30 and yon will not get started until + o'clock.” 
] told the governor we would start at 2.30, and that a pistol shot 
would be fired. and that the motorcyclists—which was to be our first 
race—would start at that time. 

The governor was eating his dinner when he heard the motor- 
cyclists go by. He immediately rushed out, got into his automobile, 
and came out to the races. He asked me to call him, notify him, at 
ò o'clock, as he had another engagement to keep. He sat are een 
those races, and at quarter of 5 i notified him. He said: “ I am not 
going to leave here; I am so interested,” and he remained. 

The day after the races were over the governor sent for me and 
told me that he was so much interested in what he saw the day be- 
fore that he wanted some of us to go into his schools at Guadalajara 
and arrange to have an athletic course, as he called it, and he could 
then understand why it was that these things appealed so much to 
the American people. As a result of the work at that time I received 
a medal from the Mexican Government, showing that at that time 
we Americans were not what we are considered to be to-day by the 
present Government. 

Then, two months later, followed the anti-American riots. For 
two days and two nights the mobs just ran riot. Every American 
house was stoned. My house was stoned. and was not only stoned 
but was shot into. We got into a little trouble. for the reason that 
we met at the American Club, and we notified the governor that if he 
id not stop the rioting we Americans would take the streets our- 
selves that night, and we would stop it for him. This was after the 
second dav. So the governor, knowing his American friends, and 
knowing they would carry out anything they threatened to do, saw 
te it that the rioting was stopped that mght. In other words, there 
was no more rioting 

Mr. Kearrcy. What, if any, patriotic pretext was there for this 
noting? 

Mr. SLartery. Absolutely none at all. 

Mr. Kearrcn. Was there no slogan or cry that they used? 

Mr. Starrery. Well, of course, in some places it was “ Viva Ma- 
dero!” and “Mueran los Gringos!”—in other words, “Long live 
Madero!” and “ Death to the Yankees!” 

Mr. Kearrun, What were your next troubles? 

Mr. Suarrery. Then came the four bad years. What I mean by 
the four bad years was that this life of security that I have spoken 
of suddenly disappeared. The flag of revolt seemed to be hoisted, 
and everybody in arms became nothing more than a downright 
bandit. You will recall that I said I consider the term “bandit ” 
as used in that connection as meaning one who served in the armies 
of the various factions. There was never an outfit that rode into 
my place that did not have with them, flying, the flag of the Re- 
public of Mexico. 
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-I recall on one particular occasion when there were three differ- 
ent factions. They were the Villistas, the Carrancistas, and the 
remnants of the local faction out our way, which was called the 
Cervantistas; and each one of these three factions, while they were 
engaged in action, had the Mexican flag as their standard color. 

During those four years we Americans always remained neutral. 
I remember that faction after faction would ride into our plae 
and demand that we give them powder, and dynamite, and money, 
and all sorts of things, some of them even calling on us to shoe 
their horses and furnish iron and fix their guns; but we always 
stood on the principle that the revolution was none of our busi- 
ness, and that taking part in it would only get us into trouble. and 
we steadfastly refused to participate in it. 

Some of the factions resented this, and as a result used to give 
us considerable trouble. Raids would take place. They would take 
lace at the dead hour of the night. when we would be’ all in bed. 

‘hey would come riding into the place, shooting it up, and then 
looting and pillaging and taking everything that they could get 
their hands on. The uncertain part of this whole thing was that 
nobody knew where we stood with our own Government. If au 
American got into trouble in Mexico, he just went to jail, and there 
he staved. If an American defended his place, and if it happened 
that he killed. mind vou, any of these bandits that rode in, he was 
arrested by the local authorities and put in jail, and there he re- 
mained until the local authorities felt good and ready to let him 
out, notwithstanding any appeal that would be made to have that 
man released through our own governmental channels. The con- 
sequence was that we did not have any security from the Mexican 
side and we had absolutely no security from our own side, and we 
were between the devil and the deep sea: so we just went on the 
even tenor of our ways, trying to work, and hoping that out of a 
clear sky there would some day come a pronouncement that all of 
this trouble in Mexieo would have to stop. 

Mr. Krarrce. Did any such pronouncement ever appear? 

Mr. Starvery. Tt has never appeared in my waking hours. I have 
often dreamed about it but it has never appeared. The only pro- 
nouncement Chat has ever appeared from our Government—and I 
am very sorry lam forced to make this statement—was nothing but 
n prochimation of ridicule and of denuneiation of that splendid 
type of men that went mto Mexico to help develop Mexico. 

“Mr. Kerve. Right there I want to ask vou a question. It has 
been stated more than once. sometimes from high official sources. 
that the Americans operating in Mexico were net entitled to co 
sideration because they were a elass of speculators who had gone 
down there and obtamed concessions from the Mexican anthort- 
ties by means of bribery and frand practiced on the Mexican peo- 
ple. What have vou to sav about that. with ward to the char- 
aeter of the Americans who were operating there? 

Mr. Starreny. There is one man who has persistertly made that 
kind of statements that l hope a wilh be my privilege to sav to 
his faw what I ean net sav very well here. That man is William 
Jennings Bryan, former Secretary of State. 

If vou will recall, some time in 1903 in his periodical called The 
Commoner, he wrote an article on Meteo. In that article, among 
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other things, he said that he had been asked many times as to what 
advice he would give in regard to making investments in Mexico. 
He said that he had no general advice to give, as each would have 
to be judged by their own standards, but that the last consular re- 
port received showed that there were $511.000,000 invested in Mex- 
io. and then he goes on in these nice, rosy terms that he can some 
times use when he wants to, and he painted a beautiful picture of 
Mexico. Well, from 1903 to 1910, considerable investments poured 
into Mexico. I do not want to give Mr. Bryan credit for being 
responsible for that, but it seems evident that somebody must have 
taken his advice, because in 1910 it was estimated that there was 
$1.000,000,000 of American capital invested in Mexico. Now, this 
same man has made the statement time and time again that the 
American flag should never follow any man that invests outside of 
his own country. 

Mr. Kearrut. That was when he was Secretary of State? 

Mr. Suatrery, That wes while he was Secretary of State. 

Mr. Kearru.. How does that accord with the principle announced 
nthe Democratic platform of 1912? Are you familiar with that 
principle? 

Mr. Statrery. I am. That is why I hope I will not be getting 
away from this man Bryan. I hope you will bring me back to him. 

Mr. KearrtL. You have the platform there, have you not? 

Mr. Starrery. Yes; but I am almost trying to frame an apology. 
I was going to say I am a Democrat. TI will say I was a Democrat. 

When I went back to Mexico in 1912, after the election of Mr. 
Wilson, I had met all my friends gathered together in the American 
(lub, and of course they were asking for the latest word from the 
“tates, and I told them that I believed we had a man now in the 
White House, or a man that would shortly go into the White House. 
that would take the proper stand toward the conditions affecting 
everyone who was living in Mexico. I recall this platform. Amone 
other things it stated : 

The constitutional rights of American citizens should protect them on our 
borders and go with them throughout the world: and every American citizen 
residing or having property in any foreign country is entitled to and must be 
“ven the full protection of the United States Government. both for himself 
and his property. 

That is a beautiful paragraph, but so far as having been carried 
out Is concerned, it is meaningless. 

As I stated, knowing this, knowing the man as men meet their 
presidential candidates, I somehow got the conviction that with the 
election of Mr. Wilson things were going to change in Mexico: and 
I was just as anxious for a change not only for ourselves as I was 
for the Mexican people. When it is considered that I would esti- 
mate that not more than 400.000 men at the very outside have been 
engaged in rioting and revolution since 1910, and the other 16.000.000 
people have been absolutely helpless, and we are not doing anything 
to save them. | 

Mr. Kearrvn. You think the sufferings of the Mexican people 
themselves are much more than the sufferings of the foreigners in 
Mexico, then, do you? 

; Mr. SLATTERY. My heart aches for them. I have often been asked. 

Why is it that 400,000 people can dominate 16,000,000 07 One must 
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understand that during the lives of the Mexican people they have 
been brought up in fear. Mexico, almost from the days of the 
Spanish rule, has had a series of revolutions—revolution after revo- 
lution. I think there had been something like 300 revolutions in 
Mexico up until the time that Porfirio Diaz was elected president. 
He ruled them with an iron hand. When I say “he ruled them with 
an iron hand,” I mean that he put into their hearts the fear that 
unless they obeyed the law they would not be given a jail sentence, 
but they would be taken out and shot. The consequence was that 
these people have been brought up with that fear. Now then, with 
these revolutionists, as we call them, the man with the gun, or the 
man on horseback, can sway five or six or seven thousand people. ° 

That was the psychology of the Americans. That is, we fellows 
never had any fear throughout all this revolution. From 1910 to 
1914, with all the raids, with all the holdups and all that sort of 
thing, during the trying days of 1914, there was never an American 
that I ever met that did not figure that he was capable of taking care 
of himself, no matter how big the crowd was that was attacking 
him, provided, of course, he was fully armed. 

It is just like this: For instance, take Pennsylvania Avenue. Í 
think that 1s one of your crowded places here. Take that avenue 
on a busy dav. Let two or three drunken policemen, with a badge 
of authority on them, come riding up on that street with pistols in 
their hands, and ride through that mob: how many people back 
on Pennsylvania Avenue right here will undertake to take those 
pistols away from those two or three drunken policemen, particu- 
larly while they have a badge of authority? Now, vou multiply that 
accordingly throughout Mexico, and you get the reason why 400,00) 
people under the badge of authority are able to dictate to and dom- 
nate 16,000,000 people. 

These poor people. the rest of the people. have suffered, and 
suffered intensely. The best element of Mexico has been driven out 
of Mexico—the element which we call the 18 per cent, 18 per cent of 
the cultured class. the element that has been engaged in the arts and 
the sciences and the letters, the cultured people. Simply because 
they have had a little something, a little money or owned a little 
land, they were made the common enemy by all factions. As a con- 
sequence these people have been driven out. and are to-day on this 
side of the line, right here in the United States, hoping and praying 
in their own way that a remedy will be found some day to give hack 
to Mexico the peace and prosperity that Mexico once enjoyed. 

Mr. Kearreun. Coming back to Mr. Brvan, what was the first indi- 
eation of his attitude toward Americans in Mexico that you received’ 

Mr. Snuarrery. Tt was Auenst 27, 1913. when we received or al 
least our consular agents received that famous telegram advising al 
Americans to get out of the country and to stay out until conditions 
were improved: and that telegram was so worded that he actually 
ordered vou out by intimating that if vou remained there you wou 
eet vour country into trouble by remaining there. 

Mr. Krarrvi. He appealed to vour patriotic sentiments? 

Mr. Sitarrery. Ie appealed to your patriotic sentiments to get out 
of the country so as not to endanger your Government by remaining 


there. 
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Mr. Kearrct. What was the event occurring at that time that 
semed to bring forth this telegraphic order ? 

Mr. SLATTERY. You will recall that it was in February, or just 
prior to the inauguration of Mr. Wilson as President, that President 
Madero and Pino Suarez and the whole Madero cabinet were over- 
thrown by Huerta, and just prior to the inauguration of Mr. Wilson 
as President Mr. Madero was assassinated. Then followed those 
days of the Huerta régime. We Americans in Mexico, seeing the 
difference between Huerta and everything that preceded Huerta, 
from de la Barra’s time down, realized that we had a strong man for 
President of the Republic, and deep down in our hearcs we were all 
hoping that Mr. Wilson would recognize Mr. Huerta. 

Mr. Kearrri. Right there, what was the sentiment of the Mexi- 
can people generally with regard to Huerta / 

Mr. Suarrery. All over our section of the country, every place 
where I traveled, every place where I went, the hope and the desire 
was for Gen. Huerta. I will say that outside of those who were 
actually engaged in looting and pillaging, the sentiment would be 
unanimous. So, as I was saying, we were all hoping that Gen. 
Huerta would be recognized as provisional president. Then, like 
2 bolt of lightning out of a clear sky, came the message from the 
President of the United States that he would not recognize Huerta, 
and shortly after that came a proclamation for us Americans to 
get out of Mexico. 

Mr. Kearrvy. You mean while Mr. John Lind had been sent to 
Mexico to eliminate Huerta from the presidenecy ? 

Mr. Suartery. The President certainly picked—to use a slang 
expression, but it is the term we used down there—a lot of lemons 
in the representatives that he selected to represent him in Mexico, 
in the persons of Lind and Bayard Hale and others that he sent 
down there for the purpose of giving him information on the 
Mexican situation. You know John Lind’s visit to Mexico City 
was a joke, and if it were not so serious it would be a comic opera. 
He came down there with his chest thrown out, that—well. he was 
a big fellow back in the United States, and he was coming down 
there to show those Mexicans how to do things. and he was the 
direct representative of the President, and all that sort of thine. 
He came there. Gen. Huerta met him and talked things over with 
him, and when he left Huerta and got through with that inter- 
view that swelling in his chest evaporated very quickly. Then 
when he attempted to bribe Gen. Huerta, practically bribe him— 
you can not call it by any other term—by saving, “If you resign, 
we will do so-and-so and so-and-so for you, and unless you do so- 
and-so, why I will go to Vera Cruz and leave.” Gen. Huerta just 
called his bluff by pulling out his watch and saving to him: “ Well. 
I think you have got about an hour and a half to make that train.” 

That is the kind of representative John Lind was. Had John 
Lind played ball with Nelson O’Shaughnessy, who was in charge 
of the embassy after Henry Lane Wilson had been recalled to the 
States, John Lind would have taken a page out of Mr. O*Shaug- 
nessy’s book, and all of us would have felt better. Many of us 
Were personal friends of Gen. Huerta. I knew him intimately, and 
it is pretty hard to have a man like Gen. Huerta in private con- 
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versation turn around and ridicule the kind of men that were sent 
to Mexico to represent the United States. 

Mr. Kearrcv. Recurring to the notice to get out of the country, 
what would have been the effect upon the properties of Americans 
there if they had obeyed the order and left the country ? 

Mr. Suarrery. Absolute ruin. Mr. Bryan must have thought that 
we could take the mines that we owned and put them on our hacks 
and bring them up here to the United States. He must have thought 
that such other men as were interested in business could just close 
the door, put the key in the door, and lock it, and get out. There 
was no notice with it of any time limit or anything of that sort, but 
to get out and get out immediately. 

To answer the question more directly, I will simply say that the 
same thing would have occurred then that has occurred now, since 
we have been forced to get out. 

Mr. Kearrcn. I was going to ask you what has happened to the 
properties of Americans who did eventually leave? 

Mr. Suarreny. That is the saddest stery. I think. that has been 
written in the whole chapter of Mexico. Hundreds of Americans 
who have gone into Mexico, particularly in the mining field, with 
little or no capital, with that splendid opportunity of developing 
the country, took hold of these different little prospects such as I 
have described to you, paid their taxes and went right along and 
were all these vears developing, and then came these days from 1919, 
but particularly from 1914, until this Carrancista régime—one law 
of taxation following another, absolutely impossible to operate, 
until finally one by one they are compelled to let go of their proper- 
ties because they have not the money either to operate them or the 
money to pay the taxes on them. You can not raise a dollar, prac- 
tically. for investment. in Mexico, because everybody feels the ìn- 
security of things in Mexico. Consequently, many of these boys 
who have struggled all of these years dav after day—there is hardly 
a dav passes that somebody is not wiped out. Those of us that have 
been fortunate are still hanging on, paying everything that comes 
along, but the great question is, When is the end going to be? 

Mr. Kearrun. You are hanging on at a distance, are vou not? 

Mr. Suvrrery. Well, I mean hanging on to what we have at a 
distance, We can not operate. I have been compelled to let six 
very fine properties go because I have not got the money to pay for 
them. T have not got the money to pay the increased taxes on them. 
I have not got the money to live up to some of the new laws com- 
pelling me to do a certain amount of work, and as a consequence 
T had to let go six very fine properties which I have spent consid- 
erable money in developing. 

Mr. Keanrrvun. If it had been possible for you to operate those 
properties. you could have made the payments without difficulty. 
could vou? 

Mr. Suarrery. Why. if I had had two years more like the few 
vears preceding, all of those properties would have been paying 
dividends to-day. 

Mr. Krarrcy. None of them have ever paid any dividends? t 

Mr. SLATTERY. Just one of them. 

Now. then, to go back to your other question as to what damage 
lhas been done, I had one mine—the San Vicente mine—that it woul 
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take half a million dollars to unwater. There is a 900-foot shaft, 
with 54 miles of underground works. We were forced to flee; we 
were not able to keep our men there; I was not able to live there 
myself, and as a consequence we had to abandon everything. That 
mine has filled with water. The water is now flowing out of the 
collar of the shaft. The mill has been destroyed. All of our houses 
have been demolished; not only my own house, but the houses I had 
built for my-neighbors and caretakers; they have all been destroyed. 
My fine laboratory and assay office has all been destroyed. Every- 
thing that was of value has been taken away from it. Now, that 
story is the story, I suppose, that vou are listening to every day; 
so Why should I repeat it / 

Mr. Kearruu. Not in respect to mines. 

Mr. Suatrery. Of course, you will understand that one of the 
reasons, perhaps, why you have not heard more—and I suppose you 
know this, too—is that every man who comes here and says a word 
about conditions in Mexico is practically a marked man. There is 
a peculiar law down there, known as article 33, the obnoxious for- 
eigner. It is a law that the President has the power to exercise 
without explanation at any time; and anyone that speaks and tells 
the truth in regard to conditions in Mexico and says anything 
against the present Government finds, for instance, an order that 
“Your mine must do so and so.” There will be some order issued 
that is absolutely impossible for you to carry out, and the next thing 
you know your property is confiscated. 

That is my condition here to-day. If my story gets cut to the 
world. I am a marked man so far as I am concerned; but I want 
to say to you right now that if what I am able to tell you here to- 
day—and I am telling you this under oath, all of my story—if it 
will be the means of making the American people realize what we 
have gone through in Mexico, I am willing to sacrifice every dollar 
T own in Mexico. 

Mr. Kearruv. You are also aware of the fact that the Carranza 
government has recently issued an order that no American testify- 
ing before this committee will be permitted to return to Mexico? 

Ir. Statrery. I only know that from hearsay. I never saw the 
order. 

Mr. Kearrut. That is a fact, and the committee has been very 
much embarrassed by it, particularly in getting mining men to 
testify. 

Mr. Suatrery. When I came out of Mexico in 1914 I had such a 
love and veneration, as it were, for the Democratic Party that all 
the way up on the trip I argued with the rest of the boys in my 
party that there was something wrong. to be patient, wait; there 
Was a reason for all of it. We came up home and came down into 
Washington here with the greatest respect for everybody. hoping 
that we would be received, not as heroes—of course, not as heroes— 
but as American citizens, as men who had really risked their lives 
to carry out a principle for which all true Americans stand. 

For instance, we fellows could have remained in Mexice. All 
we had to do was to put the British flag on us. If we had put up a 
British flag on us. or a German flag. or the Italian flag, we fellows 
could have all remained there. and remained there quietly; but have 
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you ever heard of an American in Mexico that ever deserted his 
own flag in this crisis; that ever put any other flag on him to save 
himself ? 

Mr. KearruL. I will ask you that. 

Mr. Suatrrery. J have never heard of one; and yet we have been 
called a lot of soldiers of fortune: we have been called speculators; 
we have been called gamblers. I do not know just exactly what the 
term is that we have not. been called. and all of this has been brought 
about by this preaching of Willam Jennings Bryan. 

I remember also, going back to his article, that he speaks of our 
soldier dead in the Mexican War that are buried in the suburbs of 
Mexico City. I know the spot very well. He tells that beautiful 
story in that article of how a representative of the Government. 
every morning and every evening raises and lowers the Stars and 
Stripes, and how on Decoration Day flowers are put on the graves. 
Does any man know where Mr. Bryan has ever paid respect to some 
of our dead bovs that have lost their lives while he was Secretary of 
State, who refused to have their flag insulted, to have their women 
insulted, who resented the outrages that were perpetrated on them? 
Has any man ever heard of where Mr. Bryan has ever said a kind 
word even for those men? Instead. he has slandered them bv 
calling them “soldiers of fortune” and “ representatives of material 
interests.” 

Mr. Kearruen. What was the implication generally drawn by 
Americans with respect. to what the United States was going to do 
when that. order was given to get out? 

Mr. Srarrery. You mean that. order of August 27. 1913 ? 

Mr. Krearrun. Yes. 

Mr. Srarrery. It was the third-time “ wolf.” We had been told 
to get out on two previous occasions by President Taft. but. of 
course, in a different kind of language. This was the third time. 
and the funny part about it was that we in Mexico never desired to 
go out. We wanted to remain there. We felt that if the big show 
was going to be pulled off—we always called it “the big show “— 
we wanted to be there for it. None of us had any fear. In fact. 
when the proclamation came for us to get. out on the 27th of August. 
the governor of our State. in the most sareastie proclamation that I 
ever read, sarcastically replied to that, and begged and pleaded with 
us to remain there; that if our own country could not give us pro- 
tection, he, the governor of that State. would give us protection; 
and that was Gen. Huerta’s governor, Gen. Mier. He was governor 
of our State. So, when the cry of “ wolf” came the third time, we 
had a meeting in the club, and we discussed it pro and con, and the 
American consul was present ready to receive suggestions, and so on. 
and he read the cablegram two or three times. _ 

The one thing that seemed to stick in the craw of everybody was, 
“Your remaining there”—mind you—“ will get vour Government 
into trouble.” In other words, “ your remaining there will not get 
you into trouble, but it will get your Government into trouble,” and 
that was the thing that was under debate: How could we possibly 
get our Government into trouble? Any trouble we had in Mexico 
since 1914 was given to us by the United States Government, by 
their meddling in the affairs of the Mexican Republic. As far as 
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any troubles we got into were concerned, we could take care of our 
own troubles. When we had a bandit raid or a holdup on the trail— 
I think I know something about that kind of thing, as I have looked 
down into the barrel of a gun perhaps as often as any man in Mex- 
ico, as I always carried the pay roll myself so that I would not risk 
the life of one of my own men; I carried it for two years—we always, 
somehow or other, could take care of that kind of troubles; but once 
our Government interfered and commenced to tell the provisional 
President that he would not be recognized; commenced to tell him, 
“If you do not get out of there we will force you out of there,” 

commenced to tell some of these other officials where they were 
headed, and then finally going into Vera Cruz for the purpose of 
stopping the landing of arms from the Ypiranga, which the whole 
world knows were landed three or four days later at the port of 
Mexico, and then sacrificed the lives of 19 splendid American boys 
by that foolish piece of business—as I say, our troubles to-day, and 
the disrespect that is shown us to-day, are not because of w hat the 
Americans in Mexico did, but what the United States Government 
did in Mexico. 

Mr. Kearrun. You had this meeting at the American Club, and 
what did you decide to do? 

Mr. Suarrery. Well, we discussed this thing from every angle. 
We had altogether in that section of the country about 700 people, 
American men, women, and children, and I think there were about 
230 American men present at the meeting. something thereabouts. 
The discussion was: “This is the third time. There will be no 
action.” and they just seemed to be undecided; and 1 got up and I 
said. “ Well, gentlemen, I do not want any man here to think I am 
denying my own country, but as this seems to be a question of getting 
my country into trouble, I think that for the time being I will alien 
myself with a country that nobody seems to care to have anything t to 
do with.” and I said,“ That is the country that is known as Ir eland,” 
and I got a green flag with a harp on it out there, and said. “ That 
will be my country temporarily. I do not think that will get anv- 
body into trouble.” The consequence was, they elected me Irish 
consul, vou might say. there that afternoon, and they became my 
subjects temporarily. So we remained there, and we went about our 
business. Those succeeding days we seemed to be on more friendly 
terms with the Government because of our remaining there—I mean 
the Mexican Government. 

Mr. Kearron. That was Huerta’s government ? 

Mr. Suatrery. That was Huerta’s government. 

Mr. Kearror. Did you receive protection from the Huerta govern- 
ment? 

Mr. Suatrery. Oh. ves: absolutely. Then things went along all 
right. of course. up until the following April. 1914. 

Mr. KrarfoL. Did anything happen that showed there was any 
real necessity for any American to leave the country ? 

Mr. SLATTERY. Absolutely nothing; and it was the old story. if 
you recall it. of trouble taking those that did go away. They left, 
and thev lost thousands and thousands of dollars in their flight. be- 
cause they took the order seriously. Thev got out. and of course 
their houses were sacked and looted while they were gone. and they 
suffered considerable damage. 
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Mr. Kearrut. When was the next order to get out of Mexico? 

Mr. Suatrery. The next order came on about the 2ist of April. 
1914, and it came in the shape of a message that the fleet commander 
at Tampico had been ordered to have Huerta salute the flag by sunset 
of the 20th. FE think of the 20th. and unless that order was complied 
with the armed forces of the United States would compel that 
salute. That cablegram was received 224 hours after it was sent 
from Washington. We were called together by the American consul 
and the contents of that cablegram was made plain to all of us, and 
we felt that at last something definite was going to take place. 

Manv of us went down to the cable offices to send cablegrains home 
and get a line on what was going on. It was then that we had the 
first intimation that there was trouble. The man in the cable ottice 
refused to accept or deliver any cables. 

That afternoon vou could see in the faces of everybody the an- 
tagonistic feeling of the people. At this time we did not know what 
had taken place. That evening, the night of the 20th or 21st. con- 
ditions grew worse, and we could hear “ Death to the Gringos.” the 
old battle ery. The consequence was, the next morning we learned 
that Vera Cruz had fallen. 

Then there was a wide expression of opinion as to really what we 
shonld do, and after discussing the matter very thoroughly. and 
taking the matter up directly with the governor of the State. the 
governor of the State said the best thing to do would be take our 
women and children to the seacoast town of Manzanillo. He said. 
“We have always been good friends and I don’t like to make war on 
you, but if you see fit to return I will be forced to make war on you. 
But in any case T want to see that you get safely to the port with 
vour wives and children. Your country has made war on Mexico. 
Your country has invaded our soil and have killed a number of our 
citizens.” 

And he went on in that wav of his. describing what he considered 
insults to the Mexican people: at the same time, however. telling us 
he would do everything he possibly could to aid us to get out. 

With those facts before us we realized that we were up against a 
different proposition than we were ever up against before. Mob rule 
was one thing, but mob rule with the government behind it was some- 
thing else. Notwithstanding the fact, as I have stated. that we 
teak care of ourselves, vet we knew that thev could put cannon in 
the streets and on the housetops and could blow all the places of 
safety to smithereens. In addition to that, we also felt that he had 
acted so kindly and so decently toward us that. after all. we should 
take him at his word. Then again, the matter of what we would 
have accomplished ourselves bv the sacrifice of one American life 
would perhaps not be worth it. because we were not an army, we 
were just simply a part of the American population that was mm 
Mexico. So we decided to vet out, and goa to Manzanillo, which was 
a port down on the Paerte side. 

Mr, Kearrcr, How far distant from where vou were? 

Mr. Starrery., About 160 miles or thereabonts. Oh, it is more 
than that. It must be at least 3800 miles. 

Mr. Kearrur. How long did the trip take in ordinary time? 

Mr. Stuarresy. In ordinary times it took about 12 hours to make 
the trip. 
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So we decided to assemble and make our getaway: that is, go to 
the port. We felt probably our warships were in the harbor, be- 
cause they had been there three or four davs before. Some of the 
officers and men we had entertained in our own homes. They had 
been there for two years. We decided that we would close up every- 
thing and go down to Manzanillo and put our women and children 
on board the ships, and those who desired to return might do so. 

Mr. Kearrun. Did you leave the property in the hands of 
Mexicans? 

Mr. Snarrery. Yes. Do vou want me to digress there and tell 
that ! 

Mr. KearruL. I think it would be well to state that. | 

Mr. Suatrery. When the word came I called the storekeepers to- 
vether that I have mentioned before. I had $7,000 in the safe. I 
turned the $7,000 over to these storekeepers, and said, “ I want you 
to take care of my men while I am away. I do not know how long 
I will be gone, but I want my people to come to the store and get 
what they desire, and vou take it out of this $7,000, and when that is 
out I will send you some more money.’ I figured to be gone only a 
very short time. I thought surely our coming into Vera Cruz, and 
not only coming into Vera Cruz but would come on into Mexico, 
come on into Tampico, and come down from the north. I thought 
thev would go all the way; that no sane man would ever believe 
that they would simply go into Vera Cruz and stop, but they 
stopped just the same. So then I made all these arrangements with 
the men. and my own men begged me to stay there. 

Mr. Kearruu. They were loval in the face of that condition, 
were they ? 

Mr. Suatrery. They begged me absolutely to remain there; that 
they would give me every protection and so on, and appealed to me 
to stav: and I knew from the things that have followed that their 
promises would have been kept to give me protection, it I desired 
it. But, anyhow, I fixed everything up and came away. 

Mr. Kearruu. Proceed with the story of vour trip. 

Mr. Starrery. We assembled on that morning, I think of the 22d, 
from our various homes to the railway station. The lid was off, 
as we used the expression, and the whole town seemed to be up 
against it. Some of our best friends, as it would seem. not only 
pitied us but ridiculed us, that we were running away. They all 
looked upon us as in flight; that here are these brageadocio Ameri- 
cans that never had any fear, and are now running at the first sign 
of trouble. 

We proceeded down to the railroad station. Coach after coach 
with Americans in them were held up, women and children were 
jostled about. The particular coach I was riding in, the mob at- 
tempted to hold it up, but by a little show of firearms we compelled 
the driver to take his choice of driving ahead and forcing his horses 
through the mob, or else to be quietly laid away in some quiet spot. 
He decided to go ahead, driving it, rather. 

We got down to the railroad station and suddenly an order came 
that that train was not to go: that the train was needed for the mov- 
ing of troops. Here we were. all huddled together in that railroad 
station, the mob on all sides of us. and we came back to the Cosmo- 
polita Hotel, which was just across the street. 
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By this time the fury was just at its height. The mob stood out- 
side the hotel. using the vilest kind of language, practically goading 
our people into resentment. Our men were not used to that kind of 
thing. I had lived a long time in Mexico, and knew what they 
would do, and I finally appealed to them that we were without 
organization, and it seemed to me ev ery man was running the thing 
to suit himself: that one wild act might cause immense trouble: and 
that. we should get down to an organization and select. men to lead, 
men In whom we had confidence to lead, and to be guided by all 
orders that would be issued. 

In consequence, I was selected to be the leader of that party, and 
I will say that every man. woman, and child obeyed to the last 
letter every order that was given. The principal order that I gave 
wes that no matter what was said to us, no matter how thev handled 
us. that we would not make reply and not use any display of fire- 
arms or go into a fight of any description, with one exception, and 
that was if they put a hand on any of our American women, then 
that order did not remain in force. 

There were all sorts of threats of what they were going to do to 
our women, but we felt up until that time we would hold our 
position and keep cool, And I am happy to testify to-day that that 
was the kind of men I was associated with, and the kind of men 
‘that have been ridiculed in this country by our own Government 
officials. 

The train didnt go. We were then forced by changed cireum- 
stances to get out of the hotel. It was a British-owned hotel. It 
was owned by a Britisher, and we were practically placing a boy- 
cott, as it were, on the hotel by remaining there. What I mean 1S, 
the impression would be gotten out that the hotel had taken us in, 
and that vears afterw: ards the hotel would suffer because of that. 
because Mexicans, as a rule, never forget a wrong. 

Mr. Kearrcnh. Or a fancied wrong. 

Mr. SLATTERY. Or a fancied wrong. At just about this time, 
Perey Holmes, the British vice consul. came along. and we got into 
a discussion. He knew I was on friendly relations with some of 
the officials in Mexico City. particularly Mr. O'Shaughnessy; and 
he said if I would take the full responsibility—would not put him in 
bad—we could all go out to the British consulate. 

Well. it was a pretty hard thing to do. particularly for an Irish- 
man, to go under the protection of the British tlag. At the same 
time I did not have myself to consider. I had the lives of m¥ people 
to consider: and we went out. and there we prepared for siege. We 
dug trenches, connected a water supply to the house, tapped the gas 
mains, so that we had a good flow of gas coming in. We had prac- 
tically 300 people living in that house. In five or six hours we had 
evervbody as comfortable as we could make them. We cooked and 
ate our meals there. and for a while it was like a picnic. 

Then at night time, that same night, the mob kept up its fury, 
and about 10 or 11 oclock word came to me that the Germans were 

down town celebrating with the Mexicans, and telegrams were being 
shown around how the Germans had assisted in the sinking of the 
Louisiana and some of our other battleships. The way the report 
came that day was that in the fieht that had taken place the battle- 
ship Louisiana was sunk, and one or two of our other battleships got 
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so scared with the fine marksmanship of the naval cadets in the 
Mexican Navy that they ran away and were beached on the coast; 
that their troops were then occupying Galveston, Houston, and New 
Orleans, and were on their way to Washington. Oh, it was great, 
the stories that appeared in the papers. By the way, I have those 
papers right with me, if you would like to look at them. It was the 
funniest thing that I ever read. That is, it was funny then. It is 
worse than our comic supplements that appear in the Sunday papers. 
You can look them over, about the Louisiana being sunk. 

Mr. Kearruyv. I am familiar with the newspaper stories regarding 
that matier. 

Mr. Suatrery. Then came young Ahumada, the son of a former 
governor of the State. Young Ahumada was educated in the United 
States. He was educated in Harvard, and lived in the United States 
for vears. He came out just about 11 o'clock at night. He always 
remained friendly right up to the last minute, but he said, throwing 
out his chest, * We are putting it all over vou fellows. I have just 
got a telegram from my father.” He showed me the telegram. His 
father was a Mexican senator. The telegram was from Mexico City, 
that the Louisiana was sunk, and these other battleships had been 
beached because of their fear. He was very much perturbed about us. 

I just mention this little sidelight to show you, here was a man 
educated in the United States, at Harvard, lived here for a great 
Many years, and with his intelligence he would believe rumors such 
as I have recited to you. Now, you can imagine the poor illiterate 
mind, the poor ignorant fellow, when he received that word, how it 
helped to fan the flame of passion, and so on. 

F could not believe that story about the Germans sinking the bat- 
tleships, or helping to sink the battleships, or that they were cele- 
brating with the Mexicans in the cantinas. We had a kind of an 
underlying agreement with all foreigners. French, English, Span- 
ish, Italian, and Germans, that if any trouble came everybody 
would naturally be taken for gringos. it being hard to tell the dif- 
ference between an American and a Britisher, and so on, and we 
would all get together. And when the trouble came the French im- 
mediately volunteered, the British and all the others were absolutely 
at our disposal, but the Germans never came near us. -At first I 
thought it was that old Jaw of self-preservation, that they were look- 
ing out for themselves, and paid no attention to it. Then when I 
heard some of the names mentioned, I said, “ No: that is not true.” 
So I wanted to make sure about it, and I went down town to see for 
myself, and I found in the La Fama Italiana cantina and the Pa- 
lacio cantina, here they were celebrating, all the Mexicans and the 
Germans. Even then I didn’t think anything of it. I simply 
thought, “ Well, oh, boy, you are just four-flushing in order to save 
yourself.” 

So it was not until this late war that I then understood what was 
meant by German propaganda; and then I understood why the 
Germans remained away from us; and then I understood why the 
Germans intermarried down there; and then I understood many 
things which I have never understood before about German interests 
in Mexico. 

Well, to go back to my story, we had some night of it; up all 
night—the men—and the next day we were informed we could go 
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to the railroad station, and a train would be waiting for us. Just 
before we started one of the most prominent. lawyers in town came 
to me and told me the Quesaria bridge had been blown up and that 
we were taking chances going down. I then insisted that we must 
have a safe-conduct—that we must have Federal soldiers on our train. 
The governor received the request through the British consul. He 
would not deal with our consul cr with us. It always had to be 
through the British consul. So we started, with the troops and the 
howling of the mob. in a wild flight to the seaport. When we came 
to Zacealco the train was stopped. and all kinds of names were 
hurled at us. And then they capped the climax. The beautiful 
American flag—and vou know the flag is always the most beautiful 
when you are in trouble. because every star means something to you. 
and every bar means something to vou—and I remember how they 
took that flag and made that cirele and applied a match to it and 
burned it. 

You can imagine the feelings of every man, woman, and child on 
board the train, with that mob and soldiers out there, and as we 
started, the stones and bricks were thrown into the windows. 

Well, we breathed a sigh of relief after we pulled out of that 
place. Every man remained cool. We started off, and with the 
exception of the burning of the flag. a repetition occurred at every 
station on the wav down. We came into Colima, and we ran across 
the order of Gen. Delgadillo. the governor of the State. I don’t 
know whether vou ever saw that order or not, but it was an order 
where he gave us 48 hours to get. out of the country, and if vou 
didn’t get out in 48 hours vou had to become a Mexican citizen or 
something desperate would happen to vou. 

Mr. Kearrvt. Have vou a copy of the original order? 

Mr. Suarrery. This copy was given to Mr. Stadden, vice consul, 
and T presume it is in his report to the State Department, if any- 
body is ever able to find it. 

Mr. Krarrcen. This is written in Spanish. Will vou please read 
it into the record in English ? 

Mr. SLATTERY. It savs: 

The citizen general of the State of Colima ordains to be communicated to 
vou that T have conceded 48 hours from 12 o'elock this day for all individuals 
of North American citizenship to leave this country or to become Mexican 
citizens. To communicate this te you for your information. Liberty and con- 
stitution. Dated at Manzanillo, the 2d day of April, 1914. 

IT do not think this ever saw the light of day before in Government 
circles. Tt has always been denied. but this is a true copy of the 
original. 

We came down to Colima, and were confronted there with that 
48-hour order. “Phat time had expired, and when our train came 
into Colima, whieh is the capital of that State. it was held up, and 
a general of the army boarded the train and he made a speech to us. 
Ife told us what a fine soldier he was, his love of his country, ete.. the 
honor he had for the splendid Americans that have been in his coun- 
try. but he says: Your country is at war with my country.” “This 
is a train supposed to be a safe conduct, given to vou as a safe con- 
duet. and you are traveling Tike an army, You all have firearms.” 
Tle finally said, “T can net let yon go through my State.” We had 
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passed from Jalisco into this other State. He said. “We can not 
permit you to go through as an army. You are practically com- 
batants.” So he made us a beautiful speech, and then ordered us to 
give up our firearms. 

I immediately called a council and asked our boys what they 
thought. Our opinion was unanimous that it'was a double-cross. I 
sud: “It is true, but here we are in a box car, with a mob on each 
side of ns, soldiers all around us, and he has given us 48 hours to get 
out of the country and the time is up. We may kill some of them. if 
a fight takes place, but they will get some who are near and dear to 
us. Let us give him the benefit of the doubt and take him at his 
word.” So we gave up our firearms. He liked my gun so well that 
he strapped it on himself. I never will forget that particular inci- 
dent. | 

After he got the guns, he went out on the station platform and he 
told the crowd that if that train was not out of there in 20 minutes 
the mob could do with us what they desired. Then action had to be 
taken, and taken quick. I saw the station master and train dis- 
patcher, and finally got hold of the man that was supposed to be 
responsible for running the train, I went to him and I appealed to 
him to let us through. He refused to budge. Knowing some of the 
tactics of those men in high places down there, I said: “I will tell 
you what I will do. I will give you $350, all the money I have in my 
possession, if you will let this train through. Get us out of this 
station. It is only 20 miles outside. Let us get through.” The 
$350 worked. The United States Government paid that same $350 
later on. 

Mr. KrarruL. The United States Government did pay the $350? 

Mr. Suatrery. They paid all these bills. We paid the $350, and 
he permitted that train to move, much to the amazement of the gov- 
ernor and everybody èlse that was in the station. 

Now, from that point we were absolutely helpless, There was not 
a gun in our entire party, but we were only a short distance from the 
coast of Manzanillo, and we started for Manzanillo. We arrived at 
Manzanillo at midnight, long after midnight, and instead of being: 
greeted by the “ jackies ” that we expected to see around there, as we 
thought Manzanillo had fallen also, we were met by a mob far worse 
than anything we had yet encountered. 

We also expected at least to see the American consul. We had 
telegraphed him we were coming. But, as I say, we arrived at 
Manzanillo, and we did not have a friendly face to greet us. There 
was an American consulate there, on a little knob upon the hill. I 
got our little party together and moved up, and here they were all 
around us, saving all sorts of things. We got up into that little 
place, and you would have to pass through a similar experience to 
realize what we went through with 239 people living in those three 
looms all that night. We slept on the floor, those that were able to 
sleep, just as close as close could be, no word from anybody, not a 
friendly word from anybody; but outside was “death to the Grin- 
gos” from the howling mob. l 

Right next door down in the hollow was Simpson's Hotel. That 
place had been looted, as I found, and all the liquors in the place had 
been drunk up. So it was a wild, drunken mob. Speeches were 
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made, that we could hear, of what they were going to do. how they 
were going to massacre us, etc. 

The next morning we saw out in the harbor, just at daybreak. the 
outlines of a little tramp steamer, and immediately we tried to get 
into communication with that boat. We found on investigation that 
it was a tramp steamer. which was in the Chinese trade. and had on 
board 334 Chinamen. It was flving the German flag. It was called 
the Maric, a little 3,300-ton boat, that was bringing over 334 China- 
men to land in Mexico: but, on account of the quarantine regula- 
tions, it had to stav outside the harbor limits until the 10 days’ time 
had expired before they could land and take on food and provisions. 

It was time for us to get in communication with some one, so I 
made up my mind to go myself to the general commanding the 
troops. I went up to his office. accompanied by Arthur Earnest, 
right through that mob: the most bitter experience I ever had was 
the going through that crowd. We went in and saw him, and as 
soon as he saw us he began right away to insult me. Then I startea 
in to give hin my stor y. I ‘told him what I wanted. I told him 
that our helpless men, women, and children only wanted a breath of 
fresh air: that I only desired to get my people out on board that 
boat: that his own Government gunboat was in the harbor. and we 
could not get away if they wanted to hold us: that we wanted to get 
on the boat so we could get some fresh air and some water to drink: 
(hat some of our folks had not had anything to eat since the day 
before. 

He asked me what I wanted him to do. He asked me if I wanted 
him to go up and entertain us. He said: “Don’t vou know your 
Government is at war with my Government? Tam glad to see you 
suffering, and I want vou to suffer. The more vou suffer the better 
J will enjoy it.” 

I happened to have in my possession a pass from Gen. Mier, which 
T had received but a few days prior to the outbreak of the hostilities. 
We were having some trouble at the mines. and there was a w 
going on every day, and the government thought somebody was 
carrving information, so they put an embargo on “the road, and that 
meant there was to be no travel over the road. So I- ‘appealed to Gen. 
Mier, who was a friend of mine, and he gave me this pass. 

Mr. Krearrun. That is a safe conduct. is it not’ 

Mr. Sriarrerty. Practically a safe conduct. 

Mr. Kraneun. Dated April T, 1914. signed by Gen. Mier’ 

Mr. Suvrrery. Gen. Mier himself. So I presented that. Tt was a 
risky thine to do. because it Was two weeks before the upr ising that 
I had received it, but I presented it. This seal in the corner is all 1 
wanted him to get a glance at. I knew this man at Manzanillo was 
of very much lower rank than Gen. Mier. So I told him that Gen. 
Mier had given me that, and that if I had thought that was the 
wav Gen. Miers orders were to be respected I would not have shown 
that document. 

As soon as he saw that document he immediately changed, and he 
told me that he did not have anything to do with it. but that the 
jefe politico was in charge. I located the jefe politico at the Simp- 
son hotel, with 30 other scoundrels, and T never saw men that could 
possibly become so intoxicated in my life. These fellows were all 
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well armed, with belts full of cartridges. I picked out the jefe the 
first of all. They started in to say what they were going to do with 
us, among themselves, to send me back as a horrible example. But 
] stayed with the jefe and told him the general wanted to see him. 
I did that because I wanted to get the two leading officials together 
and see which one was lying to me. I was not going to be chasing 
all over Manzanillo in that mob. | 

When I got the two together the jefe said, “ You wished to see 
me!“ The general said. “ No: no.” I said,“ Yes; you sent for him.” 
He said, “No: I didn't.” I said. “Maybe I do not understand 
Spanish well enough.” He said, “* There is nothing wrong with your 
Spanish. You can talk good Spanish.” 

I said, “ Gentlemen, I am going to be plain with you. I want my 
people on board the ship, and I want no more trouble. I will give 
you 1,000 pesos if you will give me the privilege of putting my 
people on board the ship.” 

There is the receipt for that $1,000. I knew it was a question of 
money. I knew you could get anything out of those in authority 
with money in a crisis like this. I felt that I was not taking any 
chances in doing it, because I figured I could get away with it, and 
the $1.000 worked, because when we went out after my interview an 
order was issued to put our party on board this ship. 

We had to pass through a single file with this mob on either side 
of us. They formed a lane, and we had to go through it, and all the 
vile things that were ever uttered by human beings, those things were 
said to our women and to our children and to ourselves. We 
marched down that lane and got to the dock. They then started in 
to search us, to see that we were taking no firearms and no silver 
or gold out of the country. Everybody had to spread what posses- 
sions they had out on the dock, and they went through them just 
at same as if thev were looting and pillaging in some of the raids 

saw. 

The ship was out quite a distance in the harbor. and we had to 

transport our people in little lighters. We put our women and chil- 
dren on the ship first. and put one man to go back and forth, so as 
to be sure that the fellow who was running the gasoline launch would 
not get funny. 
_ After we had landed our people on board the ship, there were 
Just 16 men left on the dock ready to be taken on the boat, and there 
was a commotion of some kind, which we afterward learned to be 
the signal that a warship was coming. The whole population be- 
came excited. That genera] came down on the dock on horseback, 
with his soldiers, about 1.200 of them, and charged all over that 
dock. They forced the 16 of us back over on the railroad track, up 
to the consulate and then back from the consulate to the railroad 
track, where they had a train under steam with flat cars. 

And here was the prettiest example they gave us of what they 
were going to do with American invaders. The night before they 
were telling us how thev were going to shed the last drop of blood 
to defend their patria and here, at the first sign of an American 
warship the whole kit and crew were running to the flat cars, with 
a train steamed up ready to pull away. and we fellows on board those 
cars were to be carted away with them and held as hostages. 
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After two hours we found it was not a warship at all, and we 
were brought back to the dock. While we were there they gave us 
what they said was something to go back home and tell. That some- 
thing was to line us up in a semicircle, and they went into the Ameri- 
can consulate and took down the three American flags that were on 
the wall and put them on the ground, and those soldiers marched 
over those flags. If vou turned your eyes away you got a punch with 
a bayonet or the butt of a gun to make you keep your head up and 
look at it. They did that for 15 or 20 minutes. Then one of the girls 
of the street down there with the soldiers vame up and put the torch 
to the flags, lit the match to it, and those flags were burned in our 
faces, while we listened to the insults of the soldiers and the mob. 
They took the ashes and threw them in our faces and said, “ We have 
insulted your women, burned your flag. and thrown the ashes in your 
face. What must we do to make you fight? ” 

I have told that storv and put it in writing. Here is a copy of the 
story complete, dated the 12th day of June, 1914, and handed to Mr. 
Bryan, your then Secretary of State, and he dignified that story with 
a three-line letter, which reads: “ My secretary has handed me your 
report on conditions in Mexico, just prior to my leaving, and I wish 
to thank you for it. T have not had time to read it vet, but expect to 
do so shortly.” The “ yet” has never arrived, because he has never 
answered it. And notwithstanding that. for the four weeks following 
the time that report was given to Mr. Bryan the newspapers carried 
the storv that he was out delivering chautauqua lectures; and yet he 
did not have time to listen to the story of 16 Americans being com- 
pelled to witness the desecration of his own flag. 

We got on board that boat, and we found that it was a tramp 
steamer, 334 Chinamen on board, only 9 cabins. The captain of the 
ship, Theodore Davidson, said that he would take us out of danger, 
because the chances were that our fleet must be in the close vicinity. 

Mr. KearrorL. What was his nationality ? 

Mr. Siarrery. He said he could not take us to the States, because 
he did not have food and provisions, and did not have any water: 
that the water in his tank was low. and he could not replenish it 
until the 10 days’ quarantine regulations were up. 

So we started some scouts out and bought something, some eggs. 
some rice and flour, and things of that sort. We brought them on 
board the ship ourselves, through friendly native servants that we 
had brought along with our party. 

We got out on the high seas. expecting. of course, to see one of 
our warships. But there was no warship in sight. It then became 
a question of handling the ship. The captain, hearing that I had 
been in charge of the party, asked me to also take charge of the 
ship. He said that he would see to steering the ship. but as far as 
the keeping of health and regulations and rules, he would look to 
me, notwithstanding the fact that he had two American consuls 
on board. We selected a committee of 25 or 30 men to police the 
ship. We kept the Chinamen down under the decks, and we took 
the top decks. The 269 men, women, and children slept on that 
top deck. We ate twice a day, a meal consisting of bread and 
potatoes. Breakfast was the same as our afternoon meal. 

The water we had on board—we put a man in charge of the 
water, and he used to parcel out little drinks of water about that 
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big. The most pathetic thing in the world, if vou want to sce 
real pathos, something which will really touch vour heart, is to be 
in charge of a tank of water when it is low, and to see little kiddies 
coming up and begging for a second drink, and you can't give it 
to them. That was what we had to go through on that ship. 

We picked up the Albany about the third or fourth day, sup- 
posed to be the flagship of the fleet. 

Mr. Krarrct. The Reverie fleet ? 

Mr. SLATTERY. The American fleet, the Pacific Fleet. We hailed 
the i/bany, and they came to, and a boat was lowered and came 
over and asked what we wanted. We said “ First of all, if it is 
possible, to take us aboard. If vou can not do that, give us food, 
provisions, and water, and give us blankets. Our people do not have 
any blankets.” The boat went back to the ship. and in a short time 
came back and said, “ We have instructions to give vou food or pro- 
visions, or to furnish you with blankets. We can not take you on 
board. We will radio some of the transports that are coming down 
to be on the lookout for you.” No transport ever received that 
radio, if it was ever given, because we didnt see anything until we 
reached San Diego, Calif. 

Mr. Kearrvit. What were the sanitary conditions on board the 
boat? 

Mr. Suatrery. There were only three toilets on the entire ship. 
One on each side of the ship, and one down in the hold. The one 
down in the hold we turned over to the Chinamen. Of the other two, 
we took one side for the men and one side for the women. And in 
order to keep that sanitary condition, keep everything Just right, we 
put a man on guard. It was a very delicate thing to do, but for- 
tunately our women understood, and we had it guarded so as to 
see that the thing was properly flushed and everything was kept 
clean and all that sort of thing. - 

The funny thing about it, we had a sort of bulletin that we type- 
wrote and put out on the ship. and when you read it now it is verv 
funny. This was one of the rules and regulations that we put up on 
board so as to keep it in sanitary condition. For instance, it says: 

Buckets of water will be stationed at different points on the ship fer washing 
purposes. Salt water will be used, because we find it necessary to conserve 
fresh water for drinking purposes only. 

So we arrived at San Diego, and we expected to see everybody keen 
on the war situation, because of the bulletin we had received from 
the Albany. It was stated in this bulletin they gave us: ` 

The following word was brought to the ship this morning from the United 
States Cruiser Albany, that President Wilson has received n communication 
signed by all the South American Republics, asking him to cease hostilities, 
and that they would use their good offices to bring about a peaceful solution 
of the problem. President Wilson replied he had not heard from Mexico, and 
was waiting for a reply on conditions, and when that was received if he found 
that any outrages had been committed on American citizens, the combined 
nations of the world would not prevent him from intervening. 

That message was brought to us. Naturally, when we arrived in 
San Diego and we saw the flags flying, we thought war was on. In- 
stead, we found it was simply a celebration of the G. A. R. or some 
anniversary or something out there, and instead of hostilities being 
on they were arbitrating the situation up in Buffalo. 
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Now, what we considered the most shameful treatment of all. was 
the reception we received was on our arrival in San Diego. Some of 
us had not had our clothes off for 10 days. We did not, of course, 
look like polished dudes. We had a growth of beard on our faces, 
and had been washing ìn salt water, and you do not shave very well 
in salt water. We looked like a lot of tramps when we arrived at San 
Diego, and that is the way we were treated. We were treated as such 
by the representatives of the Government who were spending that 
part of the fund which had been appropriated to take care of the 
refugees that were coming out of Mexico. For instance, they were 
giving 25 cents a meal for each person, and allowing them 25 cents 
for a night's lodging. When I heard of that—as soon as I arrived 
in San Diego, I thought our troubles were over, and I immediately 
went to a hotel. A short time afterwards, I was phoned for, and 
was told of this condition, and I went down and I found the condi- 
tion to be so. When I protested against it, I was told. “ You are 
nothing but a lot of tramps anvhow. You had no right to go to 
Mexico or to remain in Mexico, and whatever suffering you have been 
put to was simply coming to vou.” That was the sort of reception we 
received, It was bad enough to get that handed to you down south 
of the Rio Grande, but when vour own people tell you that when you 
come back to God’s country, it puts you in a different humor. 

So I looked up the leader of that whole program—I think it was 
Baughman, some name like that; anyway, he was a banker, the 
Baughman Trust Co., or something of that sort. I said to him,“ this 
party represents a total investment in Mexico of $27,000,000. Now, 
they have been through a beavv strain, and they are not thinking just 
right. and for God's sake don’t treat them like a lot of tramps. Put 
them in a hotel and treat them like white people. They can pay for 
it. but thev are not just ready vet to make their minds function. 
They are just acting like a lot of children.” 

I made thet appeal to him, and the consequence was that he did a 
little better for everybody, excepting that his instructions were from 
the State Department to send them back second class. In other 
words, no first-class transportation could be paid for out of this 
money, but we were all looked upon as second-class cattle. 

From that dav to this I have never accepted a dollar from the 
United States Government. [ mean by that. that I refused to get 
back anything I had spent from the moment of my arrival in San 
Diego, I refused his offer to pay my transportation home. I have 
on more than one occasion heen invited to go out on the lecture plat- 
form and tell of these outrages, for which I would be paid, and I 
have refused, and I have refused to accept money for such lectures. 
I have been asked to write newspaper articles, for which I would 
receive pay, and I have refused to accept pav for them. You have 
asked me to come here and vou have said if I would come you would 
pay my expenses, I will tell vou now. I will not accept any expenses 
vou ean pay me for the very reason that I never want to have it said 
that, when my story is presented to the world, “ He is an ingrate: 
he has received this or that, and he is commercializing his knowledge 
of Mexico” and all that sort of thing. 

So our people were treated in that way, by our own Government. 
We met the refugees from San Francisco, also those who came to 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 2023 


New Orleans and Houston, and heard their stories, and then we 
formed a committee to come down here to Washington. 

Well, I had the feeling, with a Democratic administration in 
office. that the proper people to visit would be Democratic Congress- 
men and Democratic Senators. So I started to interview some of 
them. A feeling came over me one day that Peary did not discover 
the north pole at all. It seemed to me it was right here in Wash- 
ington, so far as one American was concerned. 

So it was not until I ran across one Congressman, who was per- 
sona non grata at the White House because he had voted against 
the tariff bill, against the Underwood bill, that any Democrat would 
be interested in our cause, because the present administration was 
fixed in its ideas in regard to Mexico, and any man who came here 
with a story such as mine would not be listened to. 

I happened to learn that John Callan O’Langhlin was living here, 
and I concluded I would look him up. I remembered going down 
on the train with him in Mexico when he had his famous interview 
with Mr. Diaz. So I looked him up, and Mr. O*Laughlin made 
arrangements for me—I do not know through what channel—to see 
the Secretary of State. I came over at 10 o'clock in the morning 
and the Secretary was too busy to see me, notwithstanding the fact 
that an appointment had been made. I just managed to see him 
as he came out. I was in that big room and he came out of a 
little room on the side and snapped me off with a statement some- 
thing like this. as near as I can recall it: “ Well. vou were told to 
get out of Mexico on the 27th of last August. Why didn't you get 
out?” That was the sort of reception I got; and then I commenced 
to meet some of the other boys from Mexico and their treatment was 
about the same. 

One night I ran into Judge McConville, a resident of Washington, 
whom I knew in Mexico very well. He used to come down there and 
spend the winter there, he and his wife, and I got to know them very 
well. So I mentioned to him why I was here. I met him with two 
other gentlemen. Mr. Hoeing and Dr. Gleason, who were on the 
committee with me. Then he arranged an interview through Con- 
gressman Addison Smith, with Senator Borah and Congressman 
Mondell. 

Mr. Kearrun. Borah and Mondell are both Republicans, are they 
not ? 

Mr. Suarrery. Senator Borah, of Idaho. T would not describe 
them as Republicans, but I would call them red-blooded Americans. 

Mr. Kearrun. They are not Democrats? 

Mr. Suarrery. I will stil] stick to my statement, that thev are red- 
blooded Americans. In any case, to give them a political term, they 
ure not Democrats. 

I will never forget my interview with Senator Borah. Tt was on 
the baleony of the Senate. He listened to me. I did the talking for 
the committee. F was asked to do the talking. He asked some ques- 
tions; and he got up with his two hands behind his back, and he 
turned to me and said: “If vou had not come to me as well revom- 
mended as vou have, I would think vou were the most colossal liar I 
ever met.” I said to him, “Senators what I am telling vou, what I 
have told you is so true that I am willing now to deed over to yon in 
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fee simple every piece of property I have in Mexico, if you can find 
any part of my story that is not absolutely true, or is in any way 
exaggerated.” And I remember him also saying, “ And yet we 
thought we knew something of conditions in Mexico.” 

We left him, and went to Congressman Mondell, who also received 
us very cordially and very patiently. He listened to our whole 
story, and the first question he asked was, “ Is your story before the 
State Department?” We said, “ No; they won’t listen to us.” He 
said, “ Well, vou must get it before the State Department.” I said, 
“I will never go back to the State Department.” He said, “ You 
must do it, because when one gets on the floor of Congress and they 
are asking questions about this or that, some one will raise the point 
and ask us if the State Department knows about this. It will be 
difficult to do anything with it, if this matter is not in the hands of 
the State Department.” l 

And it was for that reason that that story was written, that has 
never seen the light of day, that has been buried in the archives over 
there. And that was sent to Mr. Bryan. I took it to him personally, 
so as to give it to Mr. Brvan personally. He refused to see me, 
and I had to give it to his secretarv. He took it. and I was com- 
pelled to write to get an acknowledgement of it. . 

It was after that that Senator Borah delivered that famous speech 
of his in the Umted States Senate, when he recalled some of the 
incidents that are recited in our story. One particular thing was that 
any flag that flies in the air that does not respect its citizens is 
nothing but a dirty rag and should be hauled down. That speech 
put hope into every American in Mexico that there was at least one 
man who was willing to believe our side of the case. 

I suppose the newspapers will understand what I mean when I 
say this. It is not out of criticism of the press, but it seemed to 
me that even the press got a mistaken notion of it. They looked 
upon us, whether the articles were inspired or not, as if we were 
just so much riffra ff. 

Let me illustrate what I mean. The late Richard Harding Davis, 
the novelist. was sent to Mexico as a special newspaper writer to tell of 
the conditions in and around Vera Cruz. The articles written by Mr. 
Davis would always wind up: “ This is the story of a refugee, and 
vou can take it for what it is worth.” Tt was that sting, it was that 
insinuation, that when an American in Mexico related his experience 
it was something vou could take for what it was worth. Yet four 
davs after he wrote that kind of an article he was caught himself. 
Ilere is an article he wrote, and if you compare his own story. the 
story he told in his own case. some one could very well say, “ This 
is the story of a special newspaper writer that was sent down there, 
who has met with the same experience as the Americans who have 
been down there.” I recall also the time of the special newspaper 
train that came. how a number of newspaper men of the United 
States accepted the invitation to come down there and see and write 
up conditions. Į remember meeting those gentlemen in Guadelajara, 
thinking there might be some one from my own home town. I went 
down to see the outfit. I didn’t mect anybody I knew, but at the 
same time I went up and extended them the privilege of coming to 
our American club and said we would like to have the privilege of 
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entertaining them. But the consequence was we were told they 
were in charge of the Government party and could accept no invita- 
tions, Some of us had been reading some of the truck they had been 
writing, and we appealed to them to give us a chance and we would 
tell them some inside stuff. We were adventurers, soldiers of for- 
tune, and all that sort of thing, and no attention was paid to us. 

And yet, when that same outfit was caught at San Luis Potosi— 
that was the funny thing about it—they were taken around the circle 
of territory that was not having any trouble, and I volunteered to 
take them four hours from where we were standing and to show 
them a real insurrection. Anyhow, going up to San Luis Potosi, a 
part of the program slipped, and they had a real fight, and these 
fellows were captured and put in jail and were kept there about a 
week, I will never forget Leslie's correspondent, in particular, the 
correspondent of Leslie’s Weekly. He was man enough to say that, 
“All the stuff I have been writing heretofore was simply manufac- 
tured, but had I taken the word of those that were willing to give it 
tome I could have written as I am writing now.” From that time 
on he commenced to tell it, but it took that experience for him to get 
started right. 

Another thing that is running through my mind. The curious 
thing of the whole thing has been the attitude of the American people 
toward this situation. We did not expect to be wined and dined or 
to be made heroes of, but vet when the real story is written you will 
ind there were some boys down there who did deeds of valor far 
letter than some for which the award of Congress was given, and 
they have never been recognized. And instead of being treated as 
nen ordinary, everyday citizens, we were looked upon as trouble- 
makers, 


You are the ones that are causing the trouble. You fellows own oil lands, 
the mines, the investments there, You are stirring up trouble. You want your 
Government to go in there and do all this. You are nothing but troublemakers 
and we have no time for you, and our flag does not follow investments anyhow. 
You ought to have stayed back in your own country. 

I will never forget one visit in New York in 1914, and I had with 
me Jim Gibson, one of the greatest sheriffs that the Texas southwest 
cver had, a man that is in his seventies now. a man that has seen all 
the things I am telling you, a man of wonderful reputation, and a 
man who was with me in Mexico, lived with me. We were in New 
York with our committee, and we had Jim. We went out to have 
lunch. Tt was around 3 o'clock. The first thing we knew they com- 
menced to dance. That was something new to me—dancing at 3 
oclock in the afternoon—and I called the waiter over. I had been 
out of the country a long time. I said to him. “ What is this going 
on here? Dancing right in the middle of the floor of the restaurant, 
and at 3 o'clock in the afternoon?” He looked at me as if T was some 
horrible example escaped from the asylum, and he said, “ This is the 
business men’s dance.” I said. “ The what?” and he said. “ This ig 
where these men come out and relax for an hour, from 3 o’clock to 4.” 

Then, when I saw the kind of dancing. not the old-stvle waltz, but 
this tangoing, as they call it, I will never forget the remark of Jim 
Gibson. It was very characteristic, and was a summing up in his 
mind the attitude of the American people. He said, “ By God, the 
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- patriotism of the American people has gone to their feet.” That is 
the attitude that Jim took toward that ; that they were not interested, 
were so mad making money and keeping up with the wild rush of 
things that they didn’t want to be bothered, didnt want to be 
N didn’t want to hear about those troubles the Americans 
were having down there. | 

So we suffered in silence. and I would like to ask the world if ever 
in the history of any nation, there has ever been a case where men, 
women, and children have suffered. suffered in silence, like the 
Americans in Mexico. 

My own wife for four years has been under the doctor's care. 
She lived in Mexico, because she refused to desert me. She wanted 
to be right with me. She knew my future was tied up in Mexico. 
She had confidence that my people around me loved me and would 
take care of me. She suffered there. During the bandit raids time 
and time again she was in the house when it took place. She saw 
the horrible way in which these fellows went through the houses 
and looted and pillaged and destroyed. At different hours of the 
night she would have to jump up from bed with a rifle in her hand, 
to be ready to take her stand to help defend the home. She lived 
through all that. She went through all these conditions from 
i910 to 1914. 

When she came out, as every woman on the ship will tell vou, 
she was practically a mother to everybody, and yet she a young 
woman. She never went to bed at night on that trip until every- 
body was covered. She never whimpered, never complained, she 
was always standing beside me in a crisis. The most wonderful 
woman in the world. 

Tt was not until Villa made his famous raid on New Mexico that 
she collapsed. Then she repeated to me almost word for word the 
very same things she said to me in Manzanillo. Going back to that 
incident, when it looked as if the mob was going to get to us, she 
said to me, “T beg of vou to kill me. and not let me fall into the 
hands of these people.” The night Villa made his raid on New 
Mexico, she woke up and repeated that same thing, word for word. 

For four vears we have been trying to find something that will 
cure her—her nerves are shattered. I have had the best doctors I 
can find. and for four years that woman has been an invalid, the 
Cirect result of what she has gone through in Mexico. 

About the same time President Wilson was stricken last year, she 
had a cerebral hemorrhage and was uncons:ious for 41 days. She 
is slowly recovering from that attack, so you can see what anguish 
I have suffered. vet I have remained patient and hopeful. l 

Jack Delaney, my superintendent, is to-day the inmate of a saul- 
tarium, an insane asylum, as a direct result of the strain he has 
been under. 

Billy Hoeing, another man associated with me, died of a broken 
heart a few weeks ago, and is now buried in the lonely hills of 
Mexico. 

I could go right on down the line showing you that Americans in 
Mexico have never committed any crimes; they have paid for every- 
thing they got. and their own Government has gotten them into 
all the troubles that have taken place within the last five or six vears. 


and they are passing out one by one. 
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Mr. Krarrct. Were there a number of other matters subsequent 
to that time that vou have not been able to follow ? 

Mr. Starrery. Of course, you understand that after my wife was 
taken sick correspondence practically stopped. My wife corre- 
sponded with almost all these women. 

Mr. Kearrut. Were there a number of women and children in the 
party ? | 

Mr. Siattery. Yes. I have a letter here which I appreciate more 
than a medal. During those bad days on the ship we had a bulletin 
board. and on that board we used to put the items of interest. The 
ladies placed this paper on the board, written and signed by all the 
women on the ship. It reads: 

In appreciation: There is no circumstance nor group of circumstances that 
can show the general character of the dramatis personae more than when 
sudden action is demanded. We have experienced it: and the spirit and dis- 
position of the American men was plainly shown. After the quick flight and 
the strenuous circumstances, when patience, endurance, bravery, diplomacy, 
and courage were necessary, our men were not found wanting. The women 
interested are both thankful and grateful from the depths of their hearts that 
they have men to whom they have looked and have not been disappointed. 

That was signed by every woman on the ship. 

Mr. Kearrun. About how many? 

Mr. Suatrery. About 125 to 150. 

We kept quiet, as I said, and suffered in silence and all that sort. 
of thing until after Huerta was overthrown and forced out, and then 
Mr. Carranza took over the reins of government, and then came 
these attacks on the churches. I felt then that it was beyond the 
bound of reason to expect silence any longer. In other words, thev 
were doing some things—imaking attacks upon churches—which were 
so vile that any American with red blood in his veins should talk. 
And I made up my mind that, so far as I was personally concerned. 
it was immaterial to me what happened to me, and I was going out 
to tell the story as well as I could. When the raids on the churches 
took place, I wrote to my agents down there to find out if there was 
any truth in it. The replies received were to the effect that the 
churches were closed: that some of the churches—in particular, the 
cathedral—were used as stables; that they were not only used as 
stables and barracks. but the beautiful pictures and paintings had 
been destroyed: that all those beautiful things which Catholics hold 
near and dear were being desecrated: that these outrages were being 
committed on religious orders and sisterboods, So I made up my 
mind that if all the teachings that I had learned in my early child- 
hood meant anything to me, it was about time I put some of them 
into execution; that above everything else principle stands out ìn a 
man’s life; that if he is going to be selfish where lis own property 
Is concerned, and is going to keep quiet simply because it is going 
to save himself, then real manhood goes out of a man’s hfe and sel- 
fishness takes it place. I made up my mind, irrespective of what. it 
Was going to cost me, I was going to go out on the publie platform. 
And wherever I went I have paid my own car fare and taxi fare 
and railroad fare and hotel bills: so that no man in publie or private 
hfe could say I was commercializing the work—getting profit from 
it. Yet the Secretary of State never made a speech while he was 
Secretary of State that he did not collect for so doing. 
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As a consequence, I remember walking into a meeting—I am a 
Catholic—I remember walking into a meeting of the Federation of 
Catholic Societies holding a session in Baltimore, and I learned 
there that even these men did not believe that such things were 
going on in Mexico. “ Well, that is hearsay. That is the word of a 
refugee.” Everybody seemed to just have that opinion of every- 
thing that came from Mexico, that it was nothing ut a lot of lies. 
Even that Federation refused to believe that such things were hap- 
pening down there until I took the liberty of taking the floor. I 
had no right to be there. I was not a delegate or anything of that 
sort. I simply told them in my own way some of the things I knew. 

Then it was that a committee was appointed to see the President, 
or to convey to the President of the United States that these out- 
rages in Mexico would have to stop, or to ask him to see that they 
were stopped. Whether any action was ever taken or not I do not 
know, excepting I was told afterwards that they—these bandits— 
had the idea that the desecration of these churches was sort of wel- 
comed by the people of the United States. and that was one of the 
reasons why they were doing it. but just as soon as they got the order 
to stop, they stopped—or Villa stopped, but Carranza never did stop. 

And so it was that I invited trouble for myself. I invited denials 
from the State Department, I invited charges from mv own Govern- 
ment, I invited trouble for myself from Mexico, and I am getting it, 
so far as Mexico is concerned. But I have never had anv of my 
statements denied. Whether they have read them or not, I do not 
know, but. thank the Lord. T have always carried my proofs with me. 

Mr. Kearrur. I want to ask vou an important question. It was 
reported at one time in the newspapers that the Carranza soldiers 
had been guilty of violating the nuns in Mexico. and, as it threatened 
to become an important part of the campaign issne in 1916, with 
reference to the party of President Wilson, that statement was 
denied by Mr. Tuniulty. the President’s Secretary, upon the author- 
ity of the Cathohe archbishop in Mexico. The committee considers 
that a very important pomt. Can vou undertake to name any wit- 
ness, or procure any witnesses who ean testify directly upon that 
subject ? 

Mr. Srvirery. I would like to know just what proofs the State 
Department would call “ proofs.” Personally, if we get right down 
to it. personally I never saw an outrage committed. Tf a man is 
murdered out there in that corridor, and I am told by somebody 
around here that that man was murdered, I do not see the actual 
killing take place, and vet T see the actual body lying there, and all 
the evidence pointing to it. I naturally come to the conclusion that 
the man is dead—is murdered. Now, the thing that gets me raving 
with the State Department is what the State Department wants. 
what they call proof. 

Influential residents of Mexico have time and time again, from all 
parts of the Republic, in writing to me, have written to me of the 
outrages that happened to the nuns, the sisterhood of Mexico. I 
think I have a letter with me to-day from the British consul at 
Guadalajara, reciting in his letter how he escorted the nuns under 
the protection of the British flag to Manzanillo. Ts there anyone 
who doubts the truth of the stories of the attacks on these nuns? 
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Why would they want to fy? Why would they want to leave 
Guadalajara ? 

I could not go out and put my hands on a sister, one of those 
saintly sisters, and say that this one or that one was attacked. I 
can't do anything like that. But, gentlemen, so far as the proof is 
concerned, to get these saintly women to testify, nothing on earth 
will ever get them to testify. 

Mr. Kearruu. That is not necessary, but there must be witnesses 
in existence who have seen them, and who can testify to these at- 
tacks, to the situation in which they were found, what had happened. 
If these outrages have been committed on the scale that has been 
stated, there must be witnesses who can testify to such facts as would 
render the matter incontrovertible. 

Mr. SLarrery. Then you would either have to get the saintly wo- 
men to do it themselves, or you will have to get some of the cut- 
throats that did it. Then you will get back to the question, “ Can 
you take the word of a cutthroat?” | 

Mr. Kearrcu,. Were there no men who saw these women taken 
out, and saw their condition ? 

Mr. SLATTERY. Yes. ' 

Mr. KrarruL. And knew what had happened to them? 

Mr. SLarrery. Yes. I think if you could get hold of Chaplain 
Joyce, vou could get some information. 

Mr. KeaRFUL. You can perform no greater service to this commit- 
tee than to get some witnesses who will testify to that effect. 

Mr. Starrery. I will attempt to do it. 
re Kearruu. I understand Father Joyce was chaplain at Vera 

Tuz? 

Mr. SLarrery. Yes; and who received most of the nuns that were 
coming out. 

Mr. Kearruu. Did you ever apply to the State Department, after 
T experience that you have related, for advice as to going back to 

exico? 

Mr. SLaTrerY. On several occasions. 

Mr. Kearrcx. It is not necessary to read the correspondence, but 
give the effect of what occurred. 

Mr. Suarrery. On the 19th day of August I wrote to the State 
Department, addressing my letter to Mr. Bryan, and asked him if 
it were possible for us to get passports to go back to Mexico. My 
correspondence will show, not only the correspondence, but in all my 
dealings with the State Department, even my reports that are on file, 
that I never wrote in a fault-finding sort of way; that it was always 
for the purpose of helping or assisting. Somehow or other I had 
the feeling that if we would help those who were in the dark, maybe 
they would come around some day and give the fellows who are in 
Mexico a chance to lend them assitance and cooperation. So in my 
letter of August 19, I asked to go back to Mexico, because of cer- 
tain conditions that prevailed down there. I reiterated these prom- 
ises of being of assistance to them. I received a reply on the 21st 
of August, in which the department advised that it did not deem it 
advisable to withdraw the advice previously given to Americans still 
remaining in Mexico. 
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Shortly after that. on October 28, I wrote again, and I received x 
reply to the effect that they were sending a vice consul to make a 
report on conditions. On November 10 I received a further letter 
that all the courts, both civil and criminal. had been closed; that the 
feeling toward Americans was bad: that minor uprisings were oc- 
curring: that loans were being forced from the inhabitants: that few 
of the churches had Leen permitted to reopen during the past two 
weeks: that petty robberies had been numerous; and that martial 
law prevailed. It does not sav. “You can not go back.” or * We 
will give you passports.” or anything else. l 

On November 12 I acknowledged the receipt of that letter, stating 
that I wanted to go back to Mexico. to which I received no reply. 

I then went down to El Paso and hung around on the line, because 
our troops were along the border, and I thought if the troops went 
in I would take the chance and go in with them. I thought I could 
be of some assistance for the reason I knew the trails. knew he water 
holes, knew the mountainous country: and I thought I could perform 
some act of service and also get into Mexico and see how things were 
getting on. 

But, as things were going from bad to worse, I took a chance and 
went into Mexico myself: and I was caught at Aguas calentes, at 
the time Villa had been attacked by Obregon at Celaya, and his en- 
tire forces were on their wav north. We were detained at Aguas 
calientes and remained there three weeks, could not go south or 
north. Then we came back to Chihuahua. which is the capital of 
the State and was Villa's capital. I then came back to El Paso and 
remained there a while and came home disgusted. 

On March 11, 1916. I called attention to the new laws that were 
going into effect. increasing taxes, and which were of confiscatory 
character. On March 18 I received a reply from the State Depart- 
ment saving that they had repeatedly endeavored to obtain a modifi- 
cation, “ Repeatedly endeavored.” but they never could say “we. 
have accomplished it.” They were always “endeavoring.” We are 
always in a state of turmoil. so far as this Government is concerned. 

On September 30. 1916. I wrote again an appeal to them to give 
me the right to go back to them, and also calling their attention to 
the fact that thev wanted us to resume operations at the mines, and 
saying we were holding back these operations and keeping many 
people ont of work. We got in touch with the State Department and 
called attention to it. and the State Department said on October », 
1916, that the department had sent instructions to its representative. 
in Mexico City directing him to make representations looking to the 
annulment of this decree. 

Let me digress for a moment. and sav that we were also charged 
with holding back the economie development, like all Americans were 
charged with, for the reason that we could not operate if we wanted 
to operate. We were producing gold. We were 18 hours’ ride from 
the nearest railroad station, out in the heart of the lonely bills, surv- 
rounded by every cutthroat in the country endangering life and 
property. We appealed time and time again for protection, and it 
was never given to us. 

Up until two or three weeks or a month ago the Carranza forces 
had never been north of the Santiago River in San Cristobal. That 
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is between the Zacatecas mine where we were located. We could 
never get protection. The protection we got would be they would 
send the soldiers out there. and they would do more damage than 
sood. In fact, I would rather trust. a civilian bandit than a soldier 
handit. , 

During all these vears that we were not in operation I saw to it 
that our men were fed: that we furnished them with corn. We 
shipped corn to them and distributed it absolutely gratis. We 
turned our land over to them and let them raise their own crops on 
it. So far as I was personally concerned, individually concerned, 
so far as those I represented were concerned, that has been our 
pchey, to keep the men who worked for us and were loval to us 
from starvation. 

Mr. Krarruv. Is it now possible to operate vour property ? 

Mr. SLATTERY. Absolutely impossible. My latest advices last week 
show they came out and threatened to burn the mill and destroy the 
place. and there was a general scrap that took place and killed my 
head miner. There is an element of unrest there. The people have 
neen deprived really of the right to live by the present Government. 
It ix reaching a period where men are fighting for their existence. 

Now, these men I refer to have been employed at the San Antonio 
hacienda. Conditions have been so bad there that this year there 
was no planting. Consequently that spirit of unrest and the bol- 
shevik idea, which is also prevalent in Mexico, is spreading about, 
and these people came over to our place for the purpose of creating 
unrest among our people, with the result that our people remained 
loyal, and a fight took place between them, in which some of our 
people were killed, principally our head miner, and these other people 
threatened to come back and destroy the property and the mill. 
When these facts were laid before the governor he sent a force out 
there to see that their plans were not carried into execution. 

Conditions to-day at my mine are worse than they ever were, and 
are growing worse everv day. There is no developing going on. 
There is not a thing that stands out in the whole Carranza adminis- 
tration that any man can consider as constructive legislation. Every- 
thing has been destructive. He took over the courts, he assumed 
jurisdiction of the house of congress and of the senate, he controlled 
the bankers, he closed the banks at his will. he dictated the terms 
under which you operate, he dictated the policies of the oil com- 
panies. he fixes taxes to suit himself, he fixes the rate of exchange. 

Let me give you now just a slight sidelight on it. Mexico hasn’t 
any gold to-day, hasn’t any reserve. Yet to-day he arbitrarily fixes 
the rate of exchange. And the rate of exchange to-dav in Mexico 
is such that the American dollar is not worth as much in Mexico as 
it was in the beautiful and prosperous days of Porfirio Diaz. In 
other words, the American dollar in the old davs was worth two 
Mexican dollars. To-day you take an American dollar into Mexico. 
and you have to go to a representative of the Carranza Government 
who sells the exchange. and he gives you whatever he likes for it, 
usually $1.80 or $1.90, and then vou get Mexican bills. When vou 
take these Mexican bills—for instance, you are operating a mine, 
and you have to pay in silver, so you have to pay a premium on the 
silver. These are conditions that are confronting us to-day. There 
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is no planting going on, and the people are coming from the moun- 
tains. from the valleys, and crowding into the cities, and the result 
is that every day those conditions are growing worse and worse. 

Mr. Krarrcxi. What prospect do you see for any improvement? 

Mr. Suatrery. There will never be any improvement while Mr. 
Carranza is occupying the presidency in Mexico and the present out- 
fit is in power. There is no use of anybody fooling themselves that 
there will. 

Mr. Kearrcr. What prospect do vou see for a change? Car- 
ranza, in power, can reelect himself or any follower he chooses, 
can he not? 

Mr. Suarrery. I was going to sav intervention, but I hate that 
word “intervention.” for the reason that the people living in Mex- 
ico hate the word “intervention.” We Americans sometimes have 
a peculiar way of expressing ourselves. We do not mean just what 
we sav. Our liberty-loving foreigners in the United States to-day 
hate the word “Americanization.” Yet all of our welfare bodies 
lay great emphasis on the word “Americanization.” when the word 
should be * citizenship.” 

“Intervention ” is meddling in somebody else's affairs. That is 
what intervention in Mexico means. No matter how poor and illt- 
erate the peon is. he has a certain amount of dignity that he wants 
vou to respect. When vou take that right on up to the better class, 
vou can see how farreaching that is. So that when you use that 
word “intervention.” vou are using the wrong word. I would say 
use the word “ Mexicanization.” Mexicanize Mexico. What have 
we done, for instance, for the large number of Mexicans that have 
been forced to flee out of Mexico? You have negleeted us, but what 
about the Mexicans, themselves, that have been driven out of there 
because of your policies? These men that I am speaking of are 
men who have kept Mexico alive in the early days. They represent 
the arts and literature and science. and so on, and they ruled and 
ruled well when they were in power. 

Mr. Wearrvn. Is that the class that will have to be depended 
upon now to stabilize that condition ? 

Mr. Siarrery. I would sav ves. I would sav men like de la Barra, 
Ahumada, Prieto. These are men whose names come to my mind, 
and there are numbers of them. The question is asked. Is there 
anybody in Mexico that is any good? We had good government 
under Dinz. 

Mr. Krarrun. You had good government under Huerta? 

Mr. Siarreny. Pretty good government under Huerta, and very 
good government under de la Barra. We have neglected these 
Mexicans, and if all this time, instead of trving to ~Americanize ” 
them. if we had educated them and put ont a program of “ Mexi- 
eanization”” shown our friendship for Mexico—that we had no 
ulterior object in view—we would have built up an army right here 
in this country of five or six hundred thousand Mexicans that would 
fight our battles in Mexico, if we had anv battles to fight. In any 
case, we should “ Mexieanize” Mexico by driving out of Mexico 
the people that are tearing it down, and have driven out of Mexico 
the traditions for which the Mexican people have always stood. _ 

Carranza, with his highfaluting ideas: Carranza is an agnostic; 
Carranza isa foe of education. When he was governor of the State 
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of Coahuila, can anybody show where he ever spent a nickel for 
education in that State? Can anybody show where he ever spent a 
nickel as President of the Mexican Republic for education, or has 
ever done anything for education? Yet that fellow can go out and 
make these speeches and he gets away with it. Look at the men he 
is surrounded with, living on the fat of the land. They don't care 
a damn for the Mexican people or Mexican conditions. Every one 
of them is getting rich. If they can’t do it honestly, they will do 
it dishonestly. That is the kind of people we have running things 
down there. 

What we should do, if you ask me for a remedy, what I believe 
should be done, the first thing I would suggest would be that we 
close with that fellow, bring that fellow up to a sharp turn, and 
tell him “ You can’t slap us in the face any longer; you can’t spit 
in our face any longer. We have been good friends of yours and 
tried to help you, and you have discredited us on every occasion. If 
you expect support from this Government it 1s time for you to show 
some respect.” If he refuses, I would close every port of entry and 
every customhouse he has. Then, second, I would seize on deposit 
in this country the money that he has in the banks of this country. 

I think there is the greatest weapon. I know how those bandit 
leaders used to come across the line and make deposits right in the 
banks along the Rio Grande of their stolen plunder. There ought 
to be some agency of the Government that could find out where 
the money on deposit that belongs to these fellows in every bank in 
the United States, and then issue an order: “If you don’t do so and 
so, if you don’t respect law and order, we will take away from you 
every dollar you have on deposit in the United States.” Then vou 
will be talking a language they will understand mighty quick. 
Refuse to let out of Mexico any of the stolen plunder and don’t 
yermit it to come into this country. One of the reasons why the 
‘la and Carranza rule kept up so long was because there was so 
much loot, and they could take it out of Mexico and bring it over and 
sell it on this side of the line. Keep them from having a market 
for everything they steal. and they will soon stop that. 

Then I think all shipments of arms and ammunition should be 
stopped, not only from the United States, but not let it go through 
any port. Pick out a man of the de la Barra type, and get behind 
him and support him. Ignore all present factions. Forget there 
are such individual groups as Villistas, Felicistas, Carrancistas, 
Obregonistas, cut out all the “ istas” the same as we should cut out 
all of the “isms” in this country, and deal only with the Mexican 

eople as a people. Do what we did in Cuba and the Philippine 
slands. It took Spain 300 vears to try to put law and order in 
Cuba and in the Philippine Islands, and we have done it in the 
Philippine Islands with less than a brigade of soldiers. In Cuba 
we all know how we are getting on with that. - 

Select a man, or let the elements in that country get together and 
let them select the man. Don’t let us do the picking, but let them 
select their man, and then give to that man the support that we have 
given to these other fellows. Take away from this lawless element, 
claiming to represent authority, their guns and pistols and rifles, 
and give these 16,000,000 people a chance to say “ You have no longer 


2034 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


the badge of authority. You can no longer shoot me on the street. 
no longer enter my home and defile it.” Give these people that have 
never had a chance, give them a chance, and vou will find that there 
is a solution of the difficulty in Mexico. 

And should we have to go in there with an armed force, you will 
find that it is a mistaken impression that it is going to take a half 
million men five vears because of the bandits and the mountainous 
country. You will find that it is simply a myth. You will find. like 
Pershing found, when it was said, when he went in supposedly for 
Villa, that the people would rise up against him, you will find as 
he found that the peons came and helped to build the road, the peons 
came and helped to find the waterholes; after the first scare they came 
and offered assistance, and that is what vou will find from the rank 
and file of the Mexican people. 

Mr. Kearrun. Is it vour view that this country is under the duty 
to the Mexican people to drive out the bandits, as vou call them, who 
are now in power, because we are responsible for their being in 
power? 

Mr. SrarreryY. More so than ever, because of that very reason. 
We forced it on the Mexican people. We forced upon the Mexican 
people Carranza and all his clans, and in doing so we are directly 
responsible for everything that has happened down there under 
Carranza. If we have made a mistake, don`t let us keep on trying 
to cover it up, but let us be men, let us be real men, let us come out 
and say we have made that mistake. I think the man is a big man 
when he finds he has made a mistake if he will come out and say so. 
The whole world knows we have made a mistake, and what is the 
use of bluffing and camouflaging¢ Why don't we come out and say 
we have made a mistake with this fellow and we are going to undo 
what we have done; that we are going to help them get a stable 
government, going to lend them money, going to make up for the 
mistakes we have made. going to get them back on their feet Just as 
quick as we can, and then vou will find a solution of this problem. 

I am speaking as an American citizen; I am speaking as a man 
who loves the Mexican people: I am speaking as a man who has had 
thousands of their men in his employ and under him. I have ridden 
over the best part of the Mexican Republic on horseback. I have 
mingled with the people and know their condition. They have 
trusted me and I have in every way tried to be worthy of that trust. 
When E am denouncing and condemuing and criticizing conditions 
in Mexico I am not condemning and criticizing and damning the 
Mexican people. this 16,000,000; I am damning the group that T call 
bandits, whether they wear the uniform of Carranza or Villa or any 
other kind of uniform, that are going around preaching and yelling 
about “Libertad y constitucion “ and “ Viva la Republica” and all 
that sort of thing. 

Mr. Keareci. And “ Mexico for the Mexicans ” / 

Mr. Siarrery. “ Mexico for the Mexicans.” I am speaking as one 
who is interested in the development of that country. We have been 
paving too much attention, perhaps, to our commercial relations with 
the other side of the world, when the treasure house of the world is 
at our back door, looking at it from a commercial standpoint. What 
have we done to develop those commercial relations? We have 
slapped them in the face prior to this. And now we have become the 
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man with the big stick and say, “ This is our man. He is going to sit 
in this chair, and he is going to represent you.” And the result has 
been that Mr. Carranza, our hand-picked candidate, at every turn 
has slapped the United States Government in the face, and he never 
goes out of his way to do it, either. 

Mr. Kearrvun. What do you understand to be the real meaning of 
the Carranza slogan, “ Mexico for the Mexicans” ? 

Mr. SLarrery. Please don’t ask me to interpret any of his utter- 
ances. 

Mr. Kearruu. Well, judging from his acts? 

My. Suarrery. Judging from my experience with Mr. Carranza, 
I would say that anything any foreigner has or possesses in Mexico 
belongs to the Mexicans. Therefore, “ Mexico for the Mexicans.” 
Take it away from them. If he has no right to take it away under 
the law, he will decree it. That would be my interpretation, from 
my own experience. 

Mr. Kearruu. That is “ Mexico for the Mexicans,’ 
you and other foreigners? 

Mr. SLATTERY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrut. Is there anything further you care to state? 

Mr. Suatrery. I think that covers the story pretty well. So far 
as I am personally concerned, I want to feel that my visit here to 
Washington to-day has done two things, and it is really after all 
what I am most interested in: I hope my story to-day will have 
some effect, as I feel it my duty to my Government to come here 
and testify, notwithstanding what the consequences might be to me, 
as far as my property relations are concerned in Mexico. I feel 
very strongly that obligation. And the second reason why I am 
glad to come here is that I hope I have thrown some light on the 
situation, so far as the Mexican people themselves are concerned. 
I am interested in their welfare, and I hope any words of mine may 
be a beacon of hope to them that there are some Americans still 
alive to-day that appreciate their plight, and that some day that 
hope will be further kindled in the American Nation, as a Nation, 
and will recognize that a grave injustice has been done, and will 
right that injustice. 

fr. Kearruu. I want to assure you that the committee greatly 
appreciates the spirit of real Americanism you have shown in coming 
before it to testify. It is a spirit that has been shown by very few 
of those who are interested in Mexico. and who have placed their 
material interests before their feeling as an American. I want to 
thank you very much for it. 

Mr. Suatrery. I thank you. I say, I have hopes that some day 
everything will come around all right. I have come here with a 
full knowledge of what I am doing, and what it means, and what I 
am going to be up against if I ever go back into Mexico. If these 
words of mine to-day will be the means of creating a different spirit, 
and will give, not only to Americans in Mexico the chance they are 
looking for, but will also help to save Mexico from the cut-throats 
that are now ruining its very life, I will feel that my visit has not 
been in vain. — 

(Whereupon, at 2 o’clock p. m., the committee adjourned.) 
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MONDAY, MARCH 15, 1920. 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON Foreign RELATIONS, 
San Diego, Calif. 

The subcommittee met pursuant to the call of the chairman at 10.30 
a. m., in room 566 of the U. S. Grant Hotel, San Diego, Calif., Sena- 
tor Albert B. Fall presiding. 

Present: Senator Albert B. Fall, chairman; Senator Marcus A. 
Smith; Maj. Dan M. Jackson, secretary. 


TESTIMONY OF MR. GERALD BRANDON. 


(Witness sworn by the secretary.) 

The Secrerary. Please state your name. 

Mr. Braxpox. Gerald Brandon. 

The Cuairman. Are vou a citizen of the United States? 

Mr. Braxpox. Yes, sir. 

The Cuairmax. Where were you born? 

Mr. BRANDON. Englewood, N. J. 

The Cuairnman. Where do you reside? 

Mr. Brannox. New York City. 

The CHairman. What is vonr business? 

Mr. Brannon. Newspaper man. 

The Cuarrman. I will ask you if, in following your profession or 
business as a newspaper man, you have had any business with the 
Republic of Mexico? 

Mr. Brannon. Yes, sir; a great deal. 

The Cuairman. When did you first become acquainted with that 
country ? 

Mr. Branpon. In 1906. 

The CHamman. Were you on the border or in Mexico about the 
time of the Madero revolution in 1911 and 1912 and following years? 

Mr. Branpon. I accompanied the Government revolutionary 
forces at different times during those vears in their camps through- 
out Mexico, on the border and in the interior. 

The Cnammax. Where have you been during the recent Great 
Var? 

Mr. Brannon. In France. 

The Cyairman. In what capacity. 

Mr. Branpon. I enlisted in the French Foreign Legion at the be- 
ginning of the war, when France entered the war. 

The Cuairman. How long did you remain in the Foreign Legion? 

r. Brannon. Almost three years. 
2037 
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The Cuairman. Were you a private soldier in the Foreign Legion? 

Mr. Brannon. Yes. sir. 

The Cuamman. What is the Foreign Legion of France, briefly! 
Of whom is it composed ? 

Mr. Brannon. The Foreign Legion is a regiment composed of vol- 
unteers of any nationality which France maintains in its colonies, 
and which is continually in active service. Before the war there were 
perhaps 20,000 men in the Foreign Legion, mostly German, Swiss, 
and Spanish nationalities. 

When the war started a great many foreigners desired to help 
France, and, according to the law, they could only be admitted into 
the Foreign Legion. There were sixty-odd thousand foreigners en- 
listed for the duration of the war, and they took part in most of the 
important battles, suffered very heavily; in fact, only 1,300 men were 
discharged at the end of the war out of the sixty-odd thousand who 
had enlisted. 

The Cramman. What other service, if any, did you see? 

Mr. Branpon. No other real military service with an organized 
army, although I accompanied revolutionary forces in different parts 
of Latin America as an observer. 

The Cuamman. After you retired from the Foreign Legion, did 
vou have any other service at all in this last war? 
~ Mr. Braxvox. No, sir. I was rejected by the United States ex- 
amining board. 

The Cuairman, How long did vou serve in the Foreign Legion? 

Mr. Brannon. Almost three vears. 

The Cuammanx. Were vou rejected by the United States examining 
hoard on account of disability ? 

Mr. Braxpvon. Yes. sir. I have a wound, and also my eyes are not 
up to the standard. 

The Cuairnmas. When were you last in Mexico, Mr. Brandon? 

Mr. Brannon, I left Mexico on the 4th of this present month. 

The Ciaran. Under what circumstances did vou leave Mexico! 

Mr. Braxvox. I was expelled by the Carranza Government as a 
pernicious foreigner, being taken to the border at Laredo, Tex., by 
armed members of the Mexican secret service. 

The Cuaimmax. What had you been doing in Mexico at that time, 
or prior to that time? 

Mr. Buaxposx. I had been observing conditions and giving my 
opinion of them in the Los Angeles Times and other papers that 
published my work. 

The Ciramman. How Jong had vou been in Mexico before you were 
expelled? , 

Mr. Braxnox. Almost three months. I went down to Mexico City 
in the middle of last December. I made that my headquarters. and 
at two different times I went mto the countrv—once into the city of 
Puebla and entered into the States of Vera Cruz and Puebla. 

The Cuairmas. What particularly called vou to the city of Puebla 
or the States of Vera Cruz and Puebla? : 

Mr. Branpox, I was interested in investigating the attitude of the 
Mexiean criminal court, which is the court trying American Consul 
W. ©. Jenkins in Puebla. My idea was to find evidence which would 
substantiate charges made by the American State Department that 
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Jenkins was not receiving justice at the hands of the court. I was 
not interested in whether Jenkins was guilty or innocent; I wanted’ 
to know if the United States had any right to interfere in what 
Mexicans claim is entirely interior matter, appertaining only to the 
Mexican criminal courts. 

The-CHAIRMAN. This investigation was in connection with the trial 
of Jenkins for perjury, was it? 

Mr. Brannon. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrMAN. He was arrested for perjury, or charged with per- 
jury, in having testified that he had been kidnaped and had been com- 
pelled to pay a ransom ? 

Mr. Branpon. Yes, sir. 

The CHairman. I understand the charge against him was that he 
had not really been forcibly kidnaped, but was a party to his own 
kidnaping ? 

Mr. Brannon. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. And of course this is a public matter, upon this 
country having demanded that he be discharged. The answer of 
the Mexican Government was that they could not interfere with the 
local courts which had jurisdiction of the case upon a charge of 
perjury: and that is what you were investigating ? 

r. Brannon. Yes, sir. RE 

The Cuairman. What methods did you pursue in your investiga- 
tion? Where did you go and what did you do? 

Mr. BRANDON. all, I spoke to Jenkins; I managed to get access 
to the court records; I spoke to witnesses who appear on those 
records as testifying that Jenkins was guilty of complicity in his 
own kidnaping; I spoke to other witnesses who Jenkins told me 
were ready to testify to the contrary but had not been heard by the 
court, or had been tortured and in other ways forced to testify to 
what the court desired; and I spoke to the prosecuting attorney, and 
a great deal to the judge, and got their opinions. | 

he CuarrmaN. How did you happen to get the opinions of the 
officials there—the prosecuting attorney and others? What did they 
es as to your activities? Did they know what you were 
oing? 

Mr. Brannon. Yes, sir; they knew I was a newspaper man. I am 
fairly well known in Mexico as a newspaper man, and owing to the 
fact that at the time Carranza and most of the present Mexican 
officials were revolutionists, and not government officials they were 
friendly to me personally. I was thought to be what they call in 

exico an unconditional friend of Carranza. I used the name of 
another newspaper man who is an unconditional friend of Carranza, 
a Mr. DeCourcy of Mexico. I said I was a friend of his, and that 
helped me a great deal. 

he Cuarrman. He is a correspondent of the New York Times? 

Mr. Branpon. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. And is an unconditional friend of Carranza? 

Mr. Branpon. Yes. 

The Cuarrman, And you used his name? 

Mr. Branpon, Yes, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. You speak Spanish, of course? 

Mr. Branpon. As well as I do English. 
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The CHairman. What did you learn from these various sources 
and what conclusions did you arrive at with reference to the arrest 
and trial of Jenkins, as to his guilt or innocence! 

Mr. Brannon. Could you specify a little more clearly what you 
would like to know? 

The CuairMan. Well, he was charged with complicity in his own 
kidnaping. Now, you talked to witnesses, you say, some of whom 
had testified against him; you talked to the judge, to the district 
attorney, and to others. What conclusion did you come to with ref- 
erence to his guilt or innocence of the charge against him? 

Mr. Branpox. I will admit that I know of no proofs that will 
aboslutely clear Jenkins of the charge of being concerned in his 
own kidnaping. It is practically impossible to prove that a man 
is not culty. But I can also say that all the supposed proofs that 
figure in the testimony that has been compiled against Jenkins have 
proven unworthy of credit. Jenkins has an unusual reputation as 
an honest man and a friend of Mexico. He is perhaps the most 

opular foreigner in Mexico, certainly the most popular foreigner 
in Puebla. He is reputed to be a very wealthy man. And he is 
charged with trying to get money from the Government. With 
this excuse it falls of its own weight. He has no reason to be 
unfriendly to the Carranza Government and to have done this, 
because it is under the Carranza Government that Jenkins has made 
most of his money, and in fact he always had been rather friendly 
to the Government. That is all I can say as an indication that he 
would not have been guilty of doing this. On the other hand, the- 
testimony that figures in the court records is composed entirely of 
sworn statements from perhaps 200 witnesses, nine-tenths of whom 
were illiterate, perhaps one-third of whom can not even speak the 
Spanish language. These men appear as having seen Jenkins in 
friendly intercourse with his captor during the time that he was in 
Cordoba’s hands. They mention cases of having seen Jenkins drink- 
ing beer with his captor. They claim that he was not blindfolded, 
as Jenkins has stated, and that he knew perfectly well where he was. 

Some of the witnesses testify to the fact that two years before 
the kidnaping they saw Jenkins give ammunition and arms to this 
bandit leader Cordoba. They claim that he was in constant com- 
munication with the bandits during the past two years. Up to very 
recently, up to the time that I investigated the case, there was no 
real testimony against Jenkins. Even such testimony as had been 
collected was not definite nor very damning. I spoke to a good 
many of the witnesses, and they told me that they had never seen 
Jenkins, that they didn’t know anything about him, and that they 
had testified according to instructions. 

The CHairman. Where were these witnesses who you say told you 
they had testified according to instructions? Where did you find 
them? 

Mr. Branpon. Some of them I found in the city of Puebla, living 
on a daily wage given them by the court because they were afraid 
to go back to their home towns after having lied as they did. I have 
a number of photographs of those witnesses. Others have returned 
to their towns. And when I spoke to them alone they were perfectly 
willing to tell me the truth. i 
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There were three men who testified to having been tortured, de- 
liberately tortured ; one of them, who is perfectly worthy of credence, 
because he is the leading man of his town, he is municipal president 
of the town of Santa Marta, assured me that he had been called 
before the court at Cholula and had been told by the judge that 
it was his duty as a Mexican to testify that Jenkins and Cordoba 
were in his town in openly friendly intercourse on certain dates. 
He answered that it was impossible for him to testify to this effect, 
as he had never seen Jenkins and did not know who Jenkins was; 
whereupon after proving impossible to convince, Maj. Sosa, of the 
Puebla State forces, put a pistol to his breast and told him he 
would be killed if he didn’t sign this statement, which had already 
been prepared. He said that he agreed in order to save his life. 
The secretary, Justino Hernandez, showed a welt around his neck 
prune his ‘statement that under the same circumstances he had 
een hung to a rafter in the court room until he agreed to sign the 
statement; and another man had been beaten with a cartridge belt 
until he agreed. Those three cases of torture seem to have been 
sufficient to make all of the 16 witnesses who were called from this 
town agree to sign the statement eat Sy enkins’s presence there 
at that time without any more pressure. Ihe men had been taken 
on December 3 to the court in Puebla and confronted with Jenkins. 
They broke down and admitted what I have just said to Jenkins 
and his lawyer. 

The Mexican judge in charge of the case was satisfied as to the 
veracity of their statements, and he congratulated Jenkins, telling 
him that he had no doubt that the case would be thrown out of court 
on the following day; that he was about to make that recommenda- 
tion. 

. The Cuatrman. This was in court? 

Mr. Branpon. Yes, sir. This happened in court. I am now tell- 
ing the story that happened in court, although I proved the truth 
of it by personal investigation. Jenkins, as he is entitled to under 
the Mexican law, had asked for a certified copy of this testimony. 
He was told that on the following day it would be given him. On 
the following day he appeared, asking for his copy, and was told 
it was impossible for them to get a copy of that testimony as it did 
not exist, that there had been no court session held on the previous 
day, and they didn’t know what he was talking about. e asked 
to see the judge, and was told that the judge had been given un- 
limited leave of absence. He asked for the secretary, and the secre- 
tary was also out of town. He asked to see the records and was 
told that the records were inaccessible except to court officials, He 
thereupon, through his lawyer, accused the court of having lost or 
abstracted documents relative to his case. 

This is a very serious crime in Mexico. His accusation is on the 
shelf; absolutely nothing has been done about it. He told me this 
story. which was corroborated by his lawyer, who was also present 
during the hearing, and I saw the men concerned and they cor- 
roborated it and said they were perfectly willing to swear to it at 
any time. Later J managed to get into contact with the secretary 
of the court who had taken down this testimony. and he told me 
that every word of it was true, and that for 2,000 pesos he would 
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get me the missing evidence—not the original sheets, which had been 
torn out, but the certified copy which had been prepared and certi- 
fied to by the judge and himself, and which he still kept in his 
possession; and he also showed me that the pages had been torn out 
by order of the prosecuting attorney after consultation with the 
governor of Puebla. | 

The CHarrman. Who is the governor of Puebla? 

Mr. Branpox. Dr. Cabrera, brother to the present minister of 
finance, Luis Cabrera. 

The Cyarrman. Did you have a conversation with the prosecuting 
attorney concerning the Jenkins case? 

Mr. Brannon. Yes, sir. I was continually conversing with Mr. 
Mitchell during the first three or four days of my presence in 
Puebla when he thought I was against Jenkins and was a Mexican 
propagandist: he definitely told me that Jenkins was guilty, and 
offered me all sorts of nonconvincing arguments to prove his state- 
ments. When he found out that I had photographed some of the 
records which absolutely proved that documents had been abstracted 
he sent for me one evening and asked me to call at his home. I 
went, in a very worried state of mind. I asked him, “Can I see you 
to-morrow?” He says,“ No; I want to see you to-night.” It was 
11 o’clock in the evening. “I want to see you to-night in my home.” 
I begged him to wait until the following day, when I would see him 
in court. He says, “ No; this is a very private and personal matter. 
I must see you in my home to-night.” And when I went there he 
told me that he knew or had information to the effect that I was 
friendly to Jenkins, and he didn’t blame me, on account of my being 
an American, but that there was a misapprehension somewhere. 
Jenkins seemed to think that he was his enemy, and he was not 
Jenkins’s enemy. In fact, owing to his being half Anglo-Saxon, 
he would very much like to see ene proven innocent; that Jen- 
kins had several times made the statement that he was willing to 
spend half of his fortune. if necessary, to come out clean in this 
matter: that he would very much like to have me tell Jenkins that 
he was his friend, and that. it depended on him entirely to have the 
case thrown out of court or to have it prosecuted to its limit. He 
asked me to call the following evening and tell him Jenkins’s answer. 

The CHarrmMan. Did you do so? 

Mr. Brannon. Yes. sir. I saw Jenkins, and Jenkins says. “I 
will not give one penny to Sosa.” He used some very strong lan- 
guage. Jenkins said, “I knew something of that sort would even- 
tually come out, but this is the first definite offer I have received 
from them.” 

The CHamwax, What was the cause of your departing from 
Mexico, if you know? 

Mr. Branpox. Perfectly frank expressions of opinion on the 
situation, which were not particularly complimentary to the Car- 
ranza Government: although I have not definitely attacked them 
in any way. but I have told the truth about the Jenkins case, and I 
said a few things about the present governor of Vera Cruz and the 
secretary of state and general of division in the army, and a few 
other things that candor and sincerity to President Carranza re- 
quired. 
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The Cuarrman. When you were in Mexico at this time did you 
meet Mr. Wilbur Forrest? 

Mr. Brannon. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarmmax. You know him? 

Mr. Braxpox. Mr. Wilbur Forrest, whom I see present in the 
courtroom, was in Mexico as correspondent of the New York 
Tribune, and also did some work in connection with the Jenkins 
case previous to my presence there. 

The CuHarrmaan. Do you know when he left Mexico? 

Mr. Branpon. Yes, sir. On the 31st of December last I accom- 
panied Mr. Forrest to the train which was to take him to the 
border. 

The Cuairman. He was not deported, was he? 

Mr. Braxpon. He beat the deportation by 24 hours. I understand 
that there was an order for his arrest and for search of his quar- 
ters. 

The Cuamumay. You say you understand so? 

Mr. Brannon. Yes, sir. I was told so by a member of the police 
force in Mexico. 

The CuarrmMan. How are the judges of the State of Puebla ap- 
pointed or elected, do you know? 

Mr. Branpon. The judges in the State of Puebla are appointed 
by the governor. The criminal court judges are appointed by 
the governor. 

The CuarrMan. The governor is the brother of Luis Cabrera, 
member of the Mexican Cabinet ? 

Mr. Branpon. Yes, sir. In connection with that, I asked the 
en how it happened that Judge Gonzales Franco was a 

uebla criminal judge, as I understood that in the constitution of 
the independent and sovereign State of Puebla it was specified that 
no one could be a judge unless he was a citizen of the State. and 
this judge was a citizen of the State of Jalisco, and the governor 
of Puebla answered me that the legislature and senate of the State 
of Puebla had given him extraordinary powers in all branches of 
the Government, whereby he was legally authorized to do anything 
he pleased, whether it was in conformity with the constitution of 
the State of Puebla or not. 

The Cnammayn. In other words, the legislature authorized him 
to set aside this State constitution ? 

Mr. Brannon. Yes, sir. Extraordinary powers, as they call it. 
The national legislature of Mexico has done the same with Presi- 
dent Carranza, giving him extraordinary powers, on matters of 
finance only. Carranza is authorized to impose taxes or change the 
amounts of taxes. He can do anything he wants to do in the branch 
of finances. The Governor of Puebla is authorized to do this in all 
branches of the Government. He is an absolute dictator. 

_ The Cuatrman. The President of Mexico is also authorized to put 
in effect. by decrees, the provision of the constitution until such 
time as the congress itself mav put them into effect by law, is he not? 

Mr. Brannon. Yes, sir. The Mexican constitution of 1917 has 
several articles which are not very clear, and the matter of the in- 
terpretation is in Carranza’s hands until congress passes definitely 
upon it. 7 
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The Crarrman. What are the conditions existing in the districts 
where you were, and of which you obtained information which you 
regard as reliable, concerning peace and order or violence and un- 
settled conditions in the Republic of Mexico? 

Mr. Brannon. The State of Puebla is one of the most central states 
in the Republic of Mexico, and one of the most, if not the most, 
thickly settled. It is right near the capital of Mexico. Nevertheless, 
when I expressed my intention of visiting several villages which are 
only 25 or 30 miles away from Puebla the governor told me it was 
necessary to send a military escort with me to protect me. I ob- 
jected to this and he promised he would not do so; nevertheless, I 
found that a military escort had preceded me on my trip and had 
warned witnesses not to speak to me or to be very careful what they 
told me. Despite the fact that this military escort had preceded me, 
when I was about 12 miles out of Puebla city I was fired upon by a 
Government force ensconced on the top of a hill. I rode right up 
to the entrenchment or fort and protested, and was told that that 
was my own fault: that I was alone, I was on horseback. and na- 
turally they thought I was a revolutionist. This will indicate to you 
what chance a man has going around in the country in Mexico alone. 
The second time I left Mexico City I went through the earthquake 
zone in the borders States of Puebla and Vera Cruz. There I found 
all the villages, or most of them, garrisoned by government troops: 
but I was in three villages which were in revolutionary hands de- 
spite the fact that they are but 10 to 12 miles from Government gar- 
risons. There was one town I went to. named Ixhuacan. which has 
never been in the possession of Carranza during all this six years of 
his predominance in Mexican affairs. l 

I asked the people there, “Are vou revolutionists?” They said, 
“We are not exactly revolutionists, but we don’t want any garrison 
in our town. We are hard-working farmers. and we find that the 
soldiers rob us with such freedom that we prefer to fight against 
them. We lose less life and less of our property by fighting the 
Government than if we accepted the Government.” These men are 
working hard; they are cultivating their little patches of land in 8 
perfectly orderly fashion. 

The ČiairMmax. Do you know whether that condition of affairs 
exists in other portions of the Republic ? . 

Mr. Braxpox. Frankly, I wish to be accurate in my statements, 
and I will say I do not know. I have been told that it is so, but I 
do not know. 

The Cramman. You have heard of the organization of citizens 1n 
different districts known as the Defensas Sociales and similar organi- 
zations? 

Mr. Braxvon. Yes, sir. I know of those organizations, some of 
which are Government organizations and some of which are revolu- 
tionary ones. 

The Cuairman. Depending on the locality ? 

Mr. Braxpox. Yes. sir. In the State of Chihuahua these organi- 
zations are supposed to be Government ones. and I understand that 
on the Gulf coast they are mostly revolutionary organizations. It 
is significant that I traveled from town to town on this 12-day trip 
through the mountains of the Gulf slope and was given letters of 
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introduction by the military conunander of cach village to the mili- 
tary commander of the next village. This happened often in the 
cases where [ left a Carrancista town to go to a revolutionary town. 
There seemed to be perfect accord between the garrisons. In one 
case I was lent four soldiers, who carried packs for me—packs of 
medicine that I was distributing—and also two horses, one for 
myself and one for my mozo, and the revolutionists returned the 
horses and soldiers to the Government troops, knowing that they 
were Government property. In the following town the Zapatistas 
gave me horses and men to go to a Carranceista village, and I had a 
very hard time to prevent the Carrancista leader there from stealing 
the horses and shooting my men. If he had not happened to have a 
wounded leg, and I happened to relieve his pain somewhat, I am 
sure he would have kept the horses and shot my men. 

There was also another incident in the town of Ahueyayuleco. That 
town was menaced by the rising of the river, which had been 
dammed up by a landslide. and they asked for help from a Zapatista 
town, and 200 men from the Zapatista town and 200 Zapatistas from 
the oil fields were sent over to that town and worked for two days 
with pick and shovel clearing away the débris from the bed of the 
river to save the Carrancista town. 

The Cuairman. So far, then, as vour observation goes, if the peo: 
ple themselves were let alone there would be no revolution at all? 

Mr. Branpon. Yes, sir; that is my idea. | 

The CrarrmMan. It. is simply agitation by demagognes and leaders 
that is keeping up this dreadful condition ? 

Mr. Brannon. Yes, sir; that is my true opinion. 

The CHatirMan. Did you notice a statement in the paper—a tele- 
graphic dispatch—to-day with reference to some reported statement 
of a Mr. Palacios, who claimed to have been the second under com- 
mand of Cordova, who was accused of kidnaping Jenkins? 

Mr. Brannon. Yes, sir. 

The Cramman. Do you know Palacios, or did you ever come in 
contact with him? 

Mr. Brannon. I didn’t know him personally, but I am acquainted 
with the facts concerning his appearance in court. Palacios, as I am 
creditably informed. had been a revolutionist. but two months be- 
fore the Jenkins kidnaping he had been amnestied by the governor. 
This amnesty was kept under cover, and Palacios has since been act- 
ing as a spy for the Government. Toward the end of January 
Palacios presented himself to the court, claiming that. he had been 
with Cordoba during the time of the Jenkins kidnaping, and that he 
was in possession of evidence to the effect that Jenkins had arranged 
the whole kidnaping himself. Jenkins was called to the court and 
confronted with Palacios. Palacios gave his testimony, and Jenkins 
was asked if he didn't want to cross-examine him. Jenkins said, 
“No; I have nothing to ask him.” The judge insisted. He said, 
“Do you realize that this man’s testimony seems to be conclusive 
and that it will probably cost you your liberty?” Jenkins said, 
“ Yes; I realize that if it could be proven, but I have nothing to 
ask him.” The judge insisted. and Jenkins told him. “ Well, I have 
something to say regarding this matter, but I am afraid that. with 
my ‘poor knowledge of Spanish, I may offend the court unwittingly, 
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therefore I prefer to keep still.” The judge assured him that he 
would not be offended unnecessarily, whereupon Jenkins begged him 
not to put his following words on the record, but translate them into 
more polite Spanish than he was capable of using; and he told the 
judge that he had documentary proof to the effect that the governor 
of Puebla and the court had promised Palacios 5.000 pesos for this 
testimony, and he would bring that proof forward at the time of his 
definite trial—his oral trial—and therefore it was not necessary to 
cross-question the witness at that time. The judge thereupon fined 
Jenkins 50 pesos for contempt of court, and the next time Jenkins 
was called before the court he refused absolutely to say a word, 
claiming that he had instructions in the first place from the embassy 
not to pay any more attention to this court, and, secondly, that it 
was too expensive to talk in court. 
The CruatrMan. That is all. 


TESTIMONY OF MR. WILBUR FORREST. 


(Witness sworn by the secretary.) 

The Secretary. Your name is Wilbur Forrest ? 

Mr. Forrest. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrmMan. You are a citizen of the United States, are youl 

Mr. Forrest. Yes, sir. 

The CrairMan. Of what State? 

Mr. Forrest. Illinois. 

The CnairmMan. Where do you reside? 

Mr. Forrest. I suppose my residence at present would be in New 
York. 

The Cuamman, What is your profession or business? 

Mr. Forrest. Newspaper man. 

The Cuairmax. How long have you been in the newspaper busi- 
ness? 

Mr. Forrest. About 10 years. 

The Cnamman. Have you been in Mexico at any time during this 
period of 10 years? 

Mr. Forrest, Yes, sir. 

The Cuairmax. When? 

Mr. Forrest. For about 40 days previous to the 3d of January. 

The Cnairmax. That is, this last January? 

Mr. Forrest. This last January, 1920. 

The Cuammanx, Where were you prior to that time in the per- 
formance of vour duties? : 

Mr. Forrest. For five years, with the exception of three months 
in the United States, I have been in Europe. 

The CHainman. In what capacity were you in Europe? 

Mr. Forresr. Newspaper correspondent: about three vears for the 
United Press, with headquarters in London and Paris. and with the 
armies in the field at various times: and later with the New York 
Tribine. For the last two vears with the New York Tribune. 

The Ciamman. In your capacity as newspaper correspondent, 
have vou been stationed at Washington at different times? 

Mr. Forrest. Yes, sive About two years in Washington—in 1912 
and 1913. 
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The Cuarrmax. What were your particular duties there? 

Mr. Forrest. I have had various assignments in Washington, in- 
cluding the White House for six months, the Supreme Court for a 
short length of time, the House of Representatives, the Senate, the 
State, War, and Navy Departments, the Department of Justice, and 
other assignments. Practically all of the assignments, from time to 
time, in Washington. 

The Cnarrmaan. How long had you been back from Europe when 
you went to Mexico upon this last trip? 

Mr. Forrest. I should judge about three months. I came back 
from Europe in September. | 

The Curarrman. Were you sent down into Mexico by your paper? 

Mr. Forrest. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Where did you go into Mexico? | 

Mr. Forrest. I went first to Monterrey; from Monterrey to Tam- 
pico; from Tampico to Yucatan and the cities of Progreso and La- 
redo; back across the Gulf to Vera Cruz; from Vera Cruz to Mex- 
ico City; from Mexico City on two occasions to the District of 
Puebla, and on other short. trips from Mexico City; and later from 
Mexico City to Laredo, Tex., and across the border back to the 
United States, . 

The Cuairmax. While you were in Mexico did you make an in- 
vestigation of the facts concerning the arrest or the different arrests 
and trial or different trials of Mr. Jenkins, consular agent of the 
United States in Mexico? 

Mr. Forrest. Yes. sir. Not so much the trials. I did not make an 
investigation in the Mexican courts. I took the results of investiga- 
tions by American officials and others. 

The Cuarrman. That is, those attached to the American State De- 
partment ? 

Mr. Forrest. Those attached to the American State Department. 

N . . . 

The Crrairman. To the American embassies. Did you hear of a 
man by the name of Cordoba in connection with the Jenkins case? 

Mr. Forrest. Yes, sir: he was the rebel leader in the State of 
Puebla who kidnaped Consular Agent Jenkins and held him for 
some time, until a ransom was paid, when he was released. 

The Cuarnman. Did you ever have your attention called to any 
letters published by officials in Mexico purporting to be facsimiles or 
photostatic copies or translations of letters from Cordoba or other 
Mexican officials relative to the Jenkins case ? | 

Mr. Forrest. Yes, sir. After the kidnaping of Jenkins, and after 
he had been released, and when the controversy between Jenkins and 
the State of Puebla was in progress, there appeared in one of the 
Mexico City papers—I don’t remember exactly which paper—a letter 
which purported to be a letter from Cordoba saying that Jenkins had 
been with him; that is, had connived with him to arrange the kid- 
naping, and this letter was signed “ Federico Cordoba,” a signature 
in ink, which had been reproduced. 

The Cuairsan. Did you see any circulars or pamphlets of any 
kind issued, purporting to contain this letter or photostatic copies 
of it? 

Mr. Forrest. No, sir; I did not. | 

The Cuairman. You did not know that such a letter had been 
circulated among United States Senators? 
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Mr. Forrest. No, sir. 

The CHatrman. Did you undertake or pursue any investigation 
as to whether that letter was a genuine letter or a forgery! 

Mr. Forrest. I discovered it by accident, I might say, through an 
arrangement which I—after investigating the Jenkins case and 
thoroughly interviewing the consular agent at length on two or 
three occasions, twice in Puebla and once in Mexico City, and having 
investigated the case through the American Embassy and in other 
ways until I believed that Mr. Jenkins was being persecuted and 
was absolutely innocent, and that the charges against him were 
ridiculous, I felt that there was just one thing that remained for 
me to do in Mexico, and that was to have an interview with the 
rebel Cordoba who kidnaped Jenkins. I went to Puebla with that 
purpose in view and ascertained after some effort there and a little 
trip to the country, that Mr. Cordoba was not in his camp near the 
city of Puebla, but was spending the Christmas holidays in Mexico 
City itself, where his enemies held forth, and that he was there for 
the purpose also of arranging his affairs to leave the district of 
Puebla and go back to his headquarters in the Tampico area under 
the leader Manuel Pelaez. 

I went back to Mexico City and arranged for an interpreter and 
a man who could guide me to Cordoba. I made an arrangement 
whereby I was to wait on the corner of Avenida Juarez in Mexico 
City at 8 o'clock in the evening of December 29. I was to wait 
on the corner at that time until an automobile would pass and a 
man in it would make a sign, and I was to get in. 

The CyarrmMan. That was the 29th of December? 

Mr. Forrest. The 29th of December. The purpose of the auto- 
mobile was to carry us to the rendezvous. And I did so at 8 o’clock, 
and promptly an automobile came up and the door opened—it was 
a Ford, incidentally—and I jumped in and we turned and went by 
the Alameda, which was very near the place, and in 10 minutes we 
got out at the corner of—it seemed to be a rather respectable part 
of the city—and walked hurriedly I should judge for three or four 
minutes and came to the place the man pointed out as the place where 
Cordoba was staving. There were men around the corner who ap- 
peared to be the guard, and we did not go in, but passed by, walked 
a block, and as we came back the men had disappeared and we 
knocked at the door. After some little time a very pretty young 
Mexican girl opened the door, with a candle in her hand. We en- 
tered, and the house appeared to be entirely bare, except one small 
room, with a table with a candle on it, and a little luncheon on the 
table. and three ehaitrs. 

That room through which we passed to go into the room that had 
the furniture in it. had armed men in it. We sat down at a table, 
and from the room to the rear, where he evidently had been watch- 
ing us all this time. came the rebel leader Cordoba. We shook hands 
and started out with our interview. In the course of the interview 
Cordoba told me that he had been offered. erally and in writing, 
200 pesos to come to Mexico City, accept immunity, and testify that 
Jenkins had connived with him in the kidnaping: that he had the 
intention at first to accept the money and tell the people that were 
bringing it to go to, but he decided later that since he had the 
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money from Jenkins—he showed me a sack of gold which he said 
was the last of the ransom money; that it had been entirely paid— 
he decided not to accept it. I tried to get him to show me the letter. 
He left the room to search for the letter and came back and said that 
his papers had been packed up by his secretary and that the letter 
could not be found easily, but he was certain he had it. I asked 
tim who had written this letter, and he said he assumed it came 
from either the governor of the State of Puebla or representatives, 
but he could not prove it absolutely; but he assumed they were the 
people most interested in having Jenkins declared guilty and there- 
fore he thought it came from them. 

Then, after the interview, which was rather lengthy—about an 
hour we talked—or, incidentally, when Cordoba came back into the 
room after searching for the letter, he left the door open. It was 
quite draughty and my interpreter got up to close it. That took 
him back of Cordoba, who—to show that he was rather nervous— 
turned and kept his eyes on the interpreter every minute he was 
behind him until the door was closed, and then he sat down and the 
conversation commenced. After that interview I asked him to write 
a statement which would show that I interviewed him in the City of 
Mexico, in the center of his enemies, and he did. He wrote a state- 
ment which I have now, signing it “ Fed” Cordoba. That is a 
signature which, as I understand, the American embassy and the 
State Department have te-day, and it agrees with that signature. 
The signature of the forged letter, or the letter alleged to have been 
forged, was signed “ Federico Cordoba.” He assured me he never 
signed his name that way, but always “ Fed.” Cordoba, 

The Ciaran. Did you mention this letter to him, this sup- 
posedly forged letter that had been filed there? ` 

Mr. Forrest. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrmax. What did he say to that? 

Mr. Forrest. He said it was an absolute forgery, and that it was 
ridiculous that it could have come from hin; that he kidnaped 
Jenkins, and that he did it merely for the purpose of showing that 
the Carranza government could give no guarantees to foreigners in 
Mexico. He said he could have kidnaped any number of rich 
Mexicans but nothing would ever have been heard of it in the United 
States. He thought the way to cal] the attention of the people of 
the United States to the fact that the Carranza government was 
absolutely impotent when it came to giving protection, was to kid- 
nap a representative of the United States Government, and that for 
that reason he kidnaped Jenkins. He also admitted under ques- 
tioning that it was planned and arranged by other rebels, and that 
he was only one of a band who had planned and arranged, to kidnap 
our representative, Mr. George S. Summerline at Mexico City, and 
also the American consul at Guadalajara, the Spanish consul at 
Puebla and the British Consul at Puebla. These were all to have 
been taken on the night Jenkins was kidnaped. I asked him if it 
were true that Bernardo Reyes, a rebel from the hills near Mexico 
City, remained in Mexico City 10 days trying to grab Sunmerline, 
and he became very excited when I asked him that and jumbed up 
and said, “ How did you know that?” very excitedly. I told him I 
didn’t get my information from the Carranza government. That 
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seemed to reassure him, and he admitted that the plan had fallen 
down. He told me that the reason he was in the district of Puebla 
was that he had been sent there by Manuel Pelaez, his leader, to 
unify the rebel movement in four States—the States of Puebla, 
Oaxaca, Morelos, and one other State, the name of which I do not 
remember—and that he had succeeded in that unification and was 
going back to join Pelaez at Tampico. After the interview we left, 
and our parting was very cordial. He hoped I would tell the people 
of the United States what the situation was in the Jenkins case, and 
also about the revolutionary movement in Mexico. He seemed to 
be very anxious that they should know that the rebels were unified, 
and also that Jenkins was absolutely innocent and had been the 
victim. He said he was very sorry that Jenkins had to suffer, but 
he felt it would be worth it to the rebels to show just what a small 
hold the Carrancistas have on the country. 

The CuHarrMan. He seemed to think that although Jenkins was 
only a consular agent, he was a representative of the United States? 

Mr. Forresr. Yes, sir. 

The Cuairman. And it was for that reason that he desired to fol- 
low out this plan? 

Mr. Forrest. Yes, sir. 

The CHairman. What was the impression made upon your mind as 
to the respect. for law and order as exemplified by the Carranza gov- 
ernment in Mexico? 

Mr. Forrest. The rebel Cordoba seemed to have the utmost con- 
tempt for their ability to catch him or to bring about Jaw and order 
in Mexico. He told my interpreter and myself that the rebels could 
blow up trains and bridges and do most anything they desired to do 
at any time, and in his answers to questions he admitted that they 
could perhaps take most any city in Mexico at any time, but on ac- 
count of the lack of munitions they could not hold these cities when 
the Carranza reinforcements came; but they could take these cities 
and hold them for 12 or 24 hours. He said he had no sympathy 
with the blowing up of trains and the injury of innocent people, but 
that that did occur; that sometimes it occurred as a result of irre- 
sponsible acts and that it had nothing to do with the rebel move- 
ment; that at other times it had been necessary. This was done 
mostly, though, to show that the Carranza people could not control 
the situation. 

The Crrairman. What is the feeling of respect, if any, that the 
people of Yucatan—the Yucatecans—have for Mexico and the Car- 
ranza government. if vou ascertained? 

Mr. Forrest. The Yucatecans appear to have very little respect 
for the Carranza government and would like very much to be left 
alone. Tt seems that. Alvarado, a representative of the Carranza gov- 
ernment, came to Yucatan and got their affairs in very bad shape by 
trving to form a hemp combine, that happened to be the principal 
crop of Yucatan, and their affairs are now in very bad shape as a 
result of that, Alvarado having left Yucatan and gone back to 
Mexico. The Yucatecans, however, refuse to be called Mexicans in 
most cases and want to be called Yucatecans. They feel that they 
are apart from Mexico and are capable of conducting their own 
affairs without the interference of the Carranza government. They 
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take a certain pride in being called Yucatecans. A great many of 
them are highly educated, and the native Yucatecan is either a pure 
Maya Indian or a mixture of Spanish and Maya Indian and a higher- 
type native than you.find in a great many other parts of Mexico. 
They are industrious and hard working and, above all, very clean 
personally. 

The CuarrmMan. Did you have any particular reason for leaving 
Mexico at the time that you did leave? 

Mr. Forrest. Well, I had a suspicion, through recognition of 
various faces which had followed me, or seeing these faces in various 
places, that I was being watched, and having various documents on 
me, including the Cordoba signed statement, which, of course, would 
be an admission that I had been in consultation with the rebels, 
enemies of the Carranza Government, I felt that it would not be 
good for me to remain there very long after that interview; and on 
the night of December 31, New Year's night, Mr. Brandon, Mr.. 
Turner, who is correspondent of the United Press, and myself, were 
around during the celebration, and having these papers with me I 
felt that I ought not to give them up if I were arrested. I asked 
them to accompany me to the train at 6.30 next morning, so that in 
ease I might be arrested I could eet these documents to them and 
they could get away with them. But although I saw what I thought 
was one of the familiar faces at the station, nothing occurred and 
I got on the train and made the trip to the border without incident, 
carrying the documents with me. : 

The Cuatrman. Have you the original Cordoba letter in your 
possession ? 

Mr. Forrest. No, sir; I have not. I sent it to New York and it 
was reproduced in my paper and printed. They still have the origi- 
nal. I have a reproduction. 

The CHarrman. And that we can get at any time? 

Mr. Forrest. Yes, sir. 

(A recess was then taken until 2.30 o’clock p. m.) 


AFTER RECESS—2.30 P. M. 


TESTIMONY OF MR. HENRY L. TOLEN. 


(Witness sworn by the secretary.) 

The Secretary. Your full name? 

Mr. Toren. Henry L. Tolen. l l 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Tolen, you are a citizen of the United States? 
Mr. Torty. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. And a native of what State? 

Mr. Toten. Indiana. l 

The Cuarrman. Where do you reside? l 

Mr. Toten. At the present time at Yuma, Ariz. 

The Cuairman. What is your business? l 
Mr. Toten. Inspector in the Immigration Service of the United 


States. 
The Cuarrman. What is your district? 
Mr. Toten. Yuma and n. down to the border, about 25 


miles south, and as far east as—we are supposed to meet the juris- 
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diction of the inspector stationed at Ajo. There are only two of 
us over there. That is about 125. miles east. 

The CuairmMan. And how far west along the border? 

roe Toten. To the Colorado River. Well, on the California side 
also. 

The CuarrMan. How long have you been in the service? 

Mr. Toten. Since 1915. 

The CHarrMAn. How long have you been in the district that you 
represent at present ? 

Mr. Toven. On the 27th of August I was moved from San Diego 
over there. 

The Cuarrman. And what are your duties, generally, along the 
border ? 

Mr. Toten. Immigration matters—train inspection, border inspec- 
tion, border riding, investigations of aliens supposed to be illegally 
in the country, ete. 

The Cuarrman. In the performance of vour official duties alon 
the border south of Yuma, have vou met a man by the name of Calles 

Mr. Torex. Yes, sir. 

The CHairmMan. What is his full name? 

Mr. Toren. Carlos G. Calles. 
ee CiuarrMan. What oflicial position, if any, docs he claim to 
10 

Mr. Toten. Captain in the Mexican Army. 

The CuairmMan. The Carranza army? ` 

Mr. Toten. The Carranza forces; yes. 

The CHarrMan. Where is he stationed, if you know? 

Mr. Toten. San Luis. San Luis is just a little cluster of a few 
huts on the Mexican side of the international line, where Sonora joins 
Arizona and corners in with the Colorado River. 

The CuarrmMan. About how many men has he there? 

Ms. Toten. He had about 100 at first, and then some of them 
deserted, and he went back and got 80 more, and they nearly all de- 
serted, so he hasn’t any now, to amount to anything. i i 

The CrrarrMan. Where did the soldiers who deserted from his com- 
mand go? 

Mr. Toten. They came into the United States. 

The Cuamman,. Did any of the officers desert? 

Mr. Toten. Several of them. I would have to go back a little fur- 
ther to tell the history of it. 

The Cuamman, Well. I was going to ask you about that. They 
did desert, some of the ollicers ¢ 

Mr. ToLen. Yes, sir. 

r oes Did any of the officers come into the United 
tates 

Mr. Touen. They are all in the United States now. 

The Cuairman. Where is Calles? 

Mr. Toten. In Mexico, the last time I saw him. 

The CuarrMan. What was the cause of the desertion of his soldiers, 
if you know? l 

Mr. Toten. They claimed that he appropriated the money for their 
pay to his own use. They formed a colony, or were supposed to form 
a colony, when they came over there— 

The CuairmMan. That is, in Mexico? 
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Mr. Toren. In Mexico. These soldiers were brought from Na- 
vajoa, most of them, down on the Mayo River, and they came with 
the intention of just soldiering as a side issue, and they were to be paid 
$2 a day, so they say, and be allowed to cultivate land on a cooperative 
basis. They formed an agricultural association of some kind to pur- 
chase implements. They told me the money was turned over to 
Calles to purchase machinery with, and they never got any machin- 
ery—never got any implements—and that, coupled with the fact that 
they did not get any pay as soldiers either, they protested to Mexico 
City, or to their superior officers at Ortiz, in Sonora—I think that is 

where their headquarters are. They sent telegrams, and followed it 
up by letter, and a great many of them signed it. All the officers and 
men signed it, protesting Calles’s actions, and Calles was incensed at 
that action on their part and he went to Hermosillo, as the saying is, 
to square himself. Pyidontly he made a good impression down there, 
because when he came back he came back by the way of Guaymas and 
the Gulf to Hermosillo, bringing about 80 men with him, and before 
he arrived there all these deserted in a body and walked across to 
the United States and were picking cotton in the valley. 

The Cuarrman. Officers and men? | 

Mr. Toten. Officers and men; all with the exception of one officer, 
i fellow by the name of Juarez. He stayed with Calles some time 
onger. i 

The CHairman. Did these men bring arms or accouterments with 
them to this side? 

rp Toten. I don’t think any of them brought anything in the way 
of arms. 

The CHatrman. And they went to work for the American farmers 
on this side? 

Mr. Toren. Yes. 7 

The Cuarrman. In the State of Arizona? 

Mr. Toten. Many of them, in the early part of August, when cot- 
ton picking was started, had permission from Calles to come over and 
make a few dollars for themselves. Some of them came over and 
went to work. There was one man, I don’t know what the man’s 
ov is, wanted some cotton pickers and he went to Calles and got 
them. 

The CoarrmMan. That is an American on this side of the line? 

Mr. Toten. An American on this side of the line, yes. And Calles 
sent the men over, but says, “ Don’t pay them, pay me,” and he said 
that he did pay Calles for the work, at $3.50 a day. 

The Cuamman. Among these men who were over on this side, 
did you ever know a man by the name of Ybarra, a Mexican? 

r. Toren. Yes, sir. 

The Cuairman. Do you know what has become of him? 

; Mr. Toten. I don’t know for sure, but they all seem to think he is 
ead. 

The Cumairman. Did you know a man by the name of Jose Maria 
Luguen? 

Mr. Toten. Only by hearsay. 

The Cnairman. Feliciano Herrera? 

Mr. Toren. I only heard about those two. They were taken from 
the United States before I went to Yuma. 
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The Cuatrman. Did you have anything to do with the investiga- 
tion, either in vour official position or otherwise, of what became of 
this man Ybarra? 

Mr. Toten. Yes, sir. On Monday, the 1st of December, 1919, 
James Tucker and his son, Wyatt Tucker, brought Catalina Amada 
de Ybarra to my office in Yuma. 

The Cuairmax. Catalina Ybarra was a woman? 

Mr. Totex. Yes. Wife of Rodolfo Ybarra. And she made a state- 
ment before me to the effect that on the night of the 29th, Saturday 
night, three men had driven up to where they were employed on a 
‘ranch picking cotton, 2$ miles west of Somerton, known as the 
Squire Munro ranch, and had knocked at the door, and one fellow 
stuck his head in the door, and he flashed a light also in their faces, 
and he says, “ Is this the ranch that is run by ”’—some name, I forget 
now what it was. Anyhow, she heard some one say—not that name, 
but some name that sounds like it. He says, “It is Ybarra.” And 
then this fellow that had his head in the door said, “ Yes, Ybarra.” 
They were sleeping on one floor there. “ Yes, I am Ybarra,” he said, 
“what do you want?” “ Well.” he says, “ You are the man we want 
to see. Get up.” And he got up, and without giving him a chance 
to put on his clothes, they took him out of the house, and she ran to 
the neighbors—when they took him out of the house she had an 
idea of who it was I suppose, and she ran to an American there by 
the name of—well, the fellow in charge of the ranch, the cotton man, 
I forget the name now, and called him and he came over and wanted 
to know what was going on, and the fellow says, “ Why, we are 
officers from Yuma. We came after this man and are going to take 
him away.” And they did take him away, and as they carried 
him away she says they pulled him between two of them, and as they 
carried him away he hollered to her, he says, “ Come on and go with 
me: don’t let them take me alone. They are taking me to San Luis. 
They are from San Luis.” And they took him to an automobile some 
distance from the house—well, she couldn’t see the automobile, be- 
cause there were no lights, but in a short while she couldn’t hear his 
cries any more; the automobile began to run and she could hear the 
automobile, and they went away, and that is the last she has ever 
seen of him. 

The Cuammas. Do you know anything about any proceedings in 
the courts of Arizona against Mr. Calles with reference to this Ybarra 
ease ? 

Mr. Tores. Yes, sir. 

The CuammMaN. Was he indicted, or was an information filed 
against him ? 

Mr. Tortex. An information was filed against him, against Carlos 
G. Calles, Franciseo Moreno., and Ernesto Teran for the kidnaping 
and murder of Ybarra. They claim he was taken to San Luis. 
Mexico. and executed. 

The Cuamman, The result of the examining trial in that case was 
the discharge, in that partienlar case, of Calles ? 

Mr. Torex. Yes. They discharged him in that particular case 
because they were unable to prove, so the judge held, the corpus 
delicti. Calles alone was held for kidnaping Luguen and Herrera. 
This was an instance of a simular kind to that which took place in 
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February, 1919, I think, where they claim two of the suldiers com- 
mitted some trivial offense on the Mexican side and then came across 
into the United States. I think they robbed a valise or something 
like that—cut it open—and they came on to the United States and 
Calles came over and got them, so they say, and took them out of a 
wagon in the road west of Somerton, which is about 9 miles from the 
line, and, as the evidence came out. in the case, that they could prove 
that very readily, that he did take them from the United States and 
took them into Mexico and held a public execution, and they held 
him in that case and put him under $5,000 bond. When he got. out 
on bond he went back to San Luis, and he has been there ever since. 
He has not been back in the United States. 

The CuarrmMan. At this point, in connection with the testimony 
of the witness, Mr. Secretary, please file a copy of the complaint in 
the case of Calles, charged with the murder of Jose Maria Luguen 
and Feliciano Herrera, together with a stipulation, an order holding 
the defendant to answer, and an information, attached, and let them 
be copied into the record. 

(The documents last above mentioned, filed as Exhibit 1, are in 
the following words and figures, to wit:) 


In the justice court, first precinct, county of Yuma, State of Arizona. 

The State of Arizona, plaintiff, r. Carlos Calles, defendant. Complaint, 
criminal. 

Personally appeared before me this 7th day of February, 1920, W. F. Timmons, 
upon information and belief, who, being first duly sworn, complains and says: 
That one Carlos Calles, on or about the 7th day of February, 1918, at the county 
and State aforesaid, committed a felony, to wit, murder. as follows, to wit: The 
said Carlos Calles did then and there wilfully, unlawfully, feloniously, premedi- 
tatedly. deliberately, and of his malice aforethought made an assault in and upon 
the persons of other human beings, to wit, Jose Maria Luguen and Feliciano 
Herrera, and did then and there wilfully, unlawfully, feloniously, premedi- 
tatedly, deliberately, and of his malice atorethought seize. bind. kidnap, and 
carry away the said Jose Maria Luguen and Feliciano Herrera without the 
borders of Yuma County, State of Arizona, into the Republic of Mexico, and 
then and there of said wilful, unlawful, felonious, deliberate, and premedi- 
tated malice aforethought kill and murder them, the said Jose Maria Luguen 
and Feliciano Herrera. 

All of which is contrary to the form of the statutes in such cases made and 
provided and against the pence and dignity of the State of Arizona. 


W. F. TIMMONS. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of February, 1920. 


CHARLES M. SMITH, 
Justice of the Peace of Said Precinct. 


In the justice court, first precinct, county of Yuma, State of Arizona. 

State of Arizona v. Carlos Calles, defendant. Stipulation. 

It is hereby stipulated and agreed by and between Thomas P. Molloy, of 
counsel for the defendant, Carlos Calles, and W. F. Timmons, county attorney 
of the county of Yuma, representing the State, that the testimony given and 
taken before Charles M. Smith, justice of the peace, first precinct, sitting as a 
magistrate in the case of the State of Arizona v. Carlos Calles and FPrancisco 
Moreno, wherein the same is applicable, be submitted to said magistrate and con- 
sidered by him as given in the case of the State of Arizona v. Carlos Calles, 
charged with the murder of Jose Maria Luguen and Felicinno Herrera, and 
that the transcript of the testimony taken in said first-named cause, in whieh 
the said Carlos Calles and Francisco Moreno were eharged with the murder 
of Rodolfo Ybarra, be transcribed and filed in said cause, entitled State of 
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Arizona v. Carlos Calles: also that the defendant moved to dismiss this action 
for the reason that there is not sufficient evidence to warrant the holding of 
the defendant to answer, 
THOMAS D. MALLOY. 
Counsel for Defendant. 
W. F. TIMMONS. 
County Attorney, Yuma County. 


In the justice court of first precinct, Yuma County, State of Arizona. 

The State of Arizona, plaintiff, v. Carlos Calles, defendant. Order holding 
defendant to answer. 

It appearing to me that the crime of misdemeanor or felony, to wit, ___.____ 
murder, 2 has been committed, on or about the 7th day of 
February, A. D. 1920, in the county of Yuma, State of Arizona, and that there 
is sufticient cause to believe that Carlos Calles is guilty thereof, I order that he, 
the said Carlos Calles, be held to answer the same, and that he be admitted to 
bail to answer in the sum of five thousand dollars ($5,000) and that he be 
committed to the sheriff of the county of Yuma, State of Arizona, until he rive 
such bail or is otherwise legally discharged. 

Dated at Yuma, Arizona, this 16th day of February, A. D. 1920. 


CHARLES M. SMITH, 
Justice of the Peace of said precinet, 


. 


STATE OF ARIZONA, 
County of Yuma, ss: 


I, Charles M. Smith, justice of the peace of first precinct, Yuma County, 
State of Arizona, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a full, true, 
and correct copy of an order made and entered by me in my docket in the above- 
entitled case, and that the following are the names of the witnesses who testi- 
fied in my court: 


eR TE a Re sar a a a Ek eR a 


CHARLES M. SMITH, 
Justice of the Peace as aforesaid, 


In the superior court of Yuma County, State of Arizona. 

The State of Arizona, plaintiff, r. Carlos Calles, defendant. No information. 

In the name and by the authority of the State of Arizona, Carlos Calles is 
accused by the county attorney of Yunm County, State of Arizona, by this in- 
formation of the crime of felony, to Wit: Murder, 00-0 committed as 
follows, to wit: 

The said Carlos Calles, on or about the Tth day of February, 1918, and before 
the filing of this information. at and in the county of Yuma, State of Arizona, 
did then and there wilfully, unlawfully, feloniously, premeditatedly, deliberately, 
and of his malice aforethought, make an assault in and upon the person of two 
ether human beings, to wit, Jose Marin Luguen and Feliciano Herrera, and 
did then and there wilfully, unlawfully, feloniously, premeditatedly, deliber- 
ately, and of his said malice aforethought, seize, bind, Kidnap, and carry away 
the siid Jose Maria Luguen and Feliciano Herrera to a place without the 
borders of the said Yuma County, State of Arizona, to wit, into the State of 
sonora, in the Republic of Mexico. and then and there of his said wilful, un- 
lawful felonious, deliberate, and premeditated malice aforethought, did kill 
and murder them, the said Jose Maria Luguen and Feliciano Herrera, contrary 
to term, force, and effect of the statute in sneh cases made and provided, and 
against the peace and dignity of the State of Arizona, 


W. F. Timtoxs, County Attorney. 
The Cramax, Mr, Tolen, have You cooperated with the officers 
, ` k . . . 

of any other department of this Government in the investigation of 
these eases against Calles? 

Mr. ‘Tourn. Yes sir. 

The Cratma@an., What departments? 

Mr. Tores. With the Department of Justice and with the military 
department. 
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The Cuarrman. And the Collector’s Department? 

Mr. Toten. The collector of customs? 5 

The CHAIRMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Torn. No, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Do you know whether there has been any corre- 
spondence in relation to these so-called kidnaping cases against Calles 
between the Department of State and the Treasury Department? 
Have you had your attention called to any letters from the State De- 
partment to the Treasury Department ? 

Mr. Toten. No, sir. 

The CuarrMANn. You are not familiar with that matter ? 

Mr. Toten. Yes, sir. 

The Cuairman. Mr. Secretary, we will have filed a letter from the 
Secretary of State of the United States, Robert Lansing, under date 
of January 13, 1920, to the governor of Arizona, at Phoenix, Ariz., 
inclosing for the information of the governor letter from the Treas- 
ury Department, which will be filed also, dated January 5, with in- 
closures, concerning the execution of Rodolfo Ybarra subsequent to 
his alleged abduction, and containing a request from the Department. 
of State that the governor of Arizona cause an investigation and re- 
port, and the Department of State be advised of what action, if any, 
it would be practicable to take in the courts of Arizona, from which 
State he was abducted; and, as a part of the record, a letter from John 
B: Elliott, collector, of Los Angeles, Calif., to the Secretary of the 
Treasury, dated December 11, 1919; letter from M. E. Sayles. Deputy 
Collector to the Collector at Los Angeles, dated December 13, 1919; 
statement made by J. W. Tucker to the Immigration Department 
dated December 1, 1919—this is the Tucker you refer to, 1s it, Mr. 
Tolen? | 

Mr. Toten. Yes. 

The Caamman (resuming). A statement by J. C. Atkinson before 
Immigrant Inspector Henry L. Toien, dated December 1, 1919—you 
took that statement, didn’t vou? 

Mr. Touen. Yes, sir. 

The Cnarrman (resuming). A further statement by Tucker with 
reference to the matter, of the same date: affidavit of Catalina Amada 
de Ybarra for Mr. Timmons, prosecuting attorney; a report in the 
form of a letter from W. F. Timmons, county attorney of Yuma 
County, Ariz., to Wiley E. Jones, attorney general of the State of 
Arizona; and copies of telegrams to and from the attorney general, 
the district attorney, and the governor of the State. 

(The documents and correspondence last above mentioned, filed as 
Exhibit 2, are in the following words and figures, to wit :) 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, January 18, 1920. 
The honorable the GOVERNOR OF ARIZONA, 
Phoeniz. 

Sir: I have the honor to inclose herewith copy of a letter from the Treasury 
Department, dated January 5, with inclosures, concerning the execution of one 
Rodolfo Ybarra subsequent to his alleged abduction from the American side of 
the frontier by Mexican military authorities. 

I have the honor to request that an investigation and report be made relative 
to this matter, and, assuming the facts are found to be as stated, that I be 
advised as to what action, if any, it will be practicable to take in the courts of 
Arizona against the abductors. 
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In this connection you are advised that, by treaty between the United States 
and Mexico, there is made extraditable “ kidnaping of minors or adults, de 
fined to be the abduction or detention of person or persons in order to exact 
money from them or their families, or for other unlawful end.” 

I have the honor to he, sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
: ROBERT LANSING. ` 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, January 5, 1920. 
The honorable the SECRETARY OF STATE. 

Sık: I have the honor to inclose herewith for such action as you may deem 
proper letters dated the 11th and 18th ultimo from the collector of customs at 
Los Angeles, Calif., and the report therewith, relutive to the shooting of one 
Rodolfo Ybarra, who, it is alleged, was abducted by the Mexican military authori- 
ties from the American side of the line and later executed. 

By direction of the Secretary. 

Respectfully, 
JOUETT SHOUSE, 

Assistant Secretary. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
UNITED STATES CUSTOMS SERVICE, 
Los Angeles, Calif., December 11, 1919. 


The honorable the SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY, 
Washington, D. C. 

Sık: I beg to invite the attention of the department to the following report 
from the deputy collector in charge of the port of Andrade, in regard to the shoot- ” 
ing of one Rodolfo Ybarra, who, it is alleged, was abducted by Mexican military 
authorities from the American side of the line and later executed : 

“One week ago to-night men acting under the orders of Capt. Calles, com- 
mander of the San Luis, Sonora, garrison, entered the United States and forci- 
bly abducted a man who had formerly been an officer of the San Luis garrison 
by the name {lam told} of Rodolfo Ybarra, took him over the line at San Luis, 
and shot him. I am told that this man ìs not the first man that Capt. Calles 
has executed that has taken refuge in the United States, but it is the first 
man I believe to be abducted by Capt. Cales and taken to San Luis for execu- 
tion. This man Rodolfo Ybarra paid head tax at this otlice on October 20. 
As far as I know nothing has as yet been done about this piece of lawlessness. 
When Ybarra paid his head tax here he stated that it would be impossible for 
him to remain in Mexico because Calles would shoot him. He said it was 
impossible for any self-respecting Mexican to remain in San Luis, more espe- 
cially if he had a wife or daughter. Since that time many Mexican laborers 
have left San Luis and tbey all tell tales of oppression at the hands of Capt. 
Calles, some of them almost unbelievable. When such things as these are going 
on at our very doors can yon wonder that we ask for protection? The better 
class of Mexicans. and especially the Spanish element of Lower California, are 
very much worried at the present time, the collector of customs at Algodones 
telling me himself that he feared for his life. They seein to have no confidence 
in the garrison here or at San Luis and fear trouble among themselves.” 

I am forwarding his portion of Deputy Collector in Charge Sayles’s report 
in order that it may be caled to the attention of the Department of State, if 
that seems desirable. 

I have also requested Depnty Collector in Charge Sayles to furnish me with 
any other information he may have on this occurence. 

Respectfully, 
Jonn B. Eruorr, Collector. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
UNITED STATES Customs SEBVICE. 
Andrade, Calif., December 13, 1919. 
he COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Sık: I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 11th instant, in which 
you request me to furnish you the facts concerning the abduction and shooting 
of Rodolfo Ybarra. My information is direct and positive, inasmuch as it {8 
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based on the affidavit of Ybarra’s wife, and she was certainly in position to 
know the facts. 

According to her affidavit, the following are the facts in this case: 

Mr. Ybarra and his wife were employed on a ranch Known as the “ Squire 
Munro” ranch that some time between 11 and 12 o’clock on the evening 
of Saturday. November 29, they were awakened by a man who asked if Mr. 
Ybarra lived there. Mr. Ybarra replied, “ Yes; I am Mr. Ybarra.” The man 
urged Mr. Ybarra to get up, as a gentleman in the auto wished to talk to him. 
He informed Mr. Ybarra that the men were officers of Yuma County and Mr. 
Ybarra reluctantly got up and put on his pants and shoes but he was hurried to 
the car before he had a chance to tie his shoe laces. When he reached the 
car he evidently saw who his captors were, for he called to his wife that 
Capt. Calles had got him and was going to take him to San Luis. 

Mrs. Ybarra ran to the car and protested, but to no use; she then called 
an American whe was near by and told him her fears. He went to the car 
to investigate, but was told by some man who spoke good English that they 
were officers and that Ybarra was under arrest. This man who spoke English 
was undoubtedly Capt. Calles. Mrs. Ybarra says she recognized one of the 
men as the chauffeur of Capt. Calles, but was unable to recognize any of 
the rest because they kept pocket searchlights directed on her face and kept 
their faces in the dark. As the machine rolled away, Mr. Ybarra called to his 
wife that they were going to San Luis and to notify his friends, and he kept 
calling to his wife until the machine had passed beyond hearing distance. 

Mrs. Ybarra lost no time in visiting the constable at Somerton and poured 
out her troubles to him. Either from inability to understand her or from 
sheer indifference, he did absolutely nothing, and by so doing just cost Capt. 
Ybarra ‘his life. He said afterwards that he had neglected to call up the 
sheriff's office at Yuma because it was late at night and he hated to wake 
them up. In the morning he called them up, and was told that no officers from 
their office had been sent after Ybarra. It is altogether probable that had the 
officer at Somerton called Sheriff Greenleaf at the time Mrs, Ybarra visited him, 
the sheriff would have been able to prevent Capt. Calles from carrying out 
his fell purpose. Capt. Ybarra has not been seen since. People living near 
Capt. Calles’s headquarters at the ranch San Luis heard a volley of shots 
about 3 a. m. Sunday morning. This was, no doubt, the time when Ybarra‘s 
life was snuffed out. 

On Monday morning Mrs. Ybarra visited Yuma and appealed to the authori- 
ties fur help. She made a deposition before Immigration Inspector Tolen, 
copies of which were forwarded to his official superior at Los Angeles. You 
ean no doubt secure a copy of this deposition from the immigration inspector, 
Tolen, copies of which were forwarded to his official superior at Los Angeles. 
You can no doubt secure a copy of this depsition from the immigration oftice in 
Los Angeles. I was told to-day that Sheriff Greenleaf was making an effort to 
see that justice is done in this case, but that any effort to prosecute Capt. 
Calles would be resisted by E. F. Sanguinetti, because Calles was a good cus- 
tomer of his and at the present time owed Sanguinetti money. You will re- 
call, no doubt, that about two years ago I sent your office a considerable 
amount of correspondence and other papers taken from the office files at Calles's 
Store at the San Luis rancho. These papers showed that Sanguinetti and 
Calles had very extensive dealings with each other and were violating the 
war-time export regulations. It is almost a certainty that it will be impos- 
sible to bring Calles to book for his crimes if the prosecution is undertaken 
in Yuma County. 

For your information, 

Respectfully, yours, 
M. E. SAYLES, Deputy Collector. 


P. S.—I am told that the “ Squire Munro” Ranch is located about six miles 
from the border and not far from Somerton. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, 
IMMIGRATION SERVICE, 
OFFICE OF [IMMIGRANT INSPECTOR, 
Port Yuma, Ariz., December 1, 1919. 


Statement of J. W. Tucker, farmer, near the border, south of Yuma, Ariz., 
re conditions at San Luis, Mexico, made before Immigrant Inspector Henry 
L. Tolen, at Yuma, Ariz., December 1, 1919: 

My name is J. W. Tucker. I am 55 years old. I was born in Fresno County, 
Calif. I live now, and have been for the last three years, about 3 miles from 
San Luis, Sonora, Mexico. I have owned this place since the year 1900. 

Some time during the night of November 29, 1919, as I learned yesterday, 
some parties in an automobile took a Mexican cotton picker from his bed and 
carried him to San Luis, Mexico, and they have executed him. 

This man’s name is Ybarra, and I ain informed that he has a passport and 
was legally in the United States. It was a plain case of kidnaping by Capt. 
Calles or some of his men. 

T have come now to you to see if we can have a guard of some kind and 
sufficient to regulate the crossing back and forth at San Luis. I understand 
that the immigration office has more to say than any other department as to 
who shall or shall not pass back and forth on the border. 

We who live near the border in the valley feel that our property and lives 
are in constant danger froin these Mexican soldiers which are crossing back 
and forth at their own will. Calles very frequently comes to Gadsden with 
four or five soldiers as a bodyguard. I have been informed that these soldiers 
always carry concealed weapons; Calles would be afraid to come where so many 
deserting soldiers of his are, without a bodyguard and himself being armed. 

About five days ago a band of three mounted Mexicans came near to my 
house while I was away, and, as my wife says, looked all around, making a 
survey of the surroundings. They then departed without coming to the house 
to make their business known. As we live off the main road, it makes it look 
more queer that they should act so. The next day after they were there I 
asked a Mexican, who had seen them, who they were, and he said that one of 
them was the chief henchman of Capt. Calles. 

As for myself, I have been informed by my friends that Calles has threatened 
me personally. because he says Iam a Villista, a revolutionist, ete. Of course, 
it does not make any difference to me who rules in Mexico, but they got that 
idea in their heads and once detained me in San Luis for a short time. I have 
been informed since that Catles said I should have been shot when they had 
me. Naturally I feel uneasy without any protection when we live so near the 
border. 

J. W. TUCKER. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, 
IMMIGRATION SERVICE, 
OFFICE OF IMMIGRATION INSPECTOR, 
Port Yuma, Ariz., December 1, 1919. 


Statement of J. C. Adkinson before Immigrant Inspector Henry L. Tolen at 
Yuma, Ariz., relative to crossing and recrossing of international line south of 
Yuma, Ariz., by Mexicans supposed to be armed: 

My name is J. C. Adkinson; I am 41 years old; I was born in Orange County, 
Calif.: I live now and have been for last five years 14 miles south of Gadsden, 
in Yuma County, Ariz.. about 4 miles from the international line. I have 
frequently seen Mexicans, whom I know to be soldiers under Capt. Calles, at 
San Luis, Sonora, Mexico., passing my place, generally mounted on horseback, 
sometimes on foot. I have seen them in other parts of the valley also, and at 
Gadsden, It is generally supposed that these soldiers always go armed. I 
have seen Mexicans with guns, but am not sure that they were soldiers. It 
is well known that when the military guards were stationed on the line they 
frequently took arms from the soldiers from the Mexican side. I, as well as 
many of my neighbors, feel that we are menaced in a great degree by these 
roving bands; they travel In groups of from 2 to 10 and are liable to do us 
personal violence or steal our stock. 

We all feel that we should have a sufficient guard in the valley to prevent 
this indiscriminate crossing. 

Exact copy as signed by J. ©. Adkinson. 
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Statement of W. A. Tucker, relative to movements of Mexican soldiers near 
the border in United States territory: 

My name is W. A. Tucker; I am 27 years old; I was born at Azusa, Calif. ; 
I live at my ranch near the international line south of Yuma, Ariz. I have 
lived there for one and a half years. Statement made before Henry L. Tolen, 
Immigrant Inspector. 

I wish to state that I have seen Mexican soldiers in San Luis, Sonora, Mexico, 
riding in the United States, and that they were armed with revolvers. I have 
seen them along foot of the mesa apparently with no business, just riding 
around. About a week ago one of them came over to my place. I had a 
Mexican girl working for me, he came to see her. He was sitting in the 
kitchen and I saw a gun on his hip. There were two men with him and I 
asked the girl who they were and she said they were all soldiers from the other 
side. 

I have seen them under the influence of liquor here on this side of the line. 
I never feel safe near a drunken Mexican when he is armed. 

We feel that we should have some kind of protection against these fellows, 
who seem to wander back and forth as they please. Our lives and property 
are not safe unless there is some restriction on the crossing and recrossing at 
San Luis. . , 

W. A. TUCKER. 


STATE OF ARIZONA, 
County of Yuma, 88: 


Catalina Amada de Ybarra, being first duly sworn, upon oath, Says: 

I live in Somerton, Ariz. On the night of November 29, 1919, on Saturday 
night, at from 11 to 12 o'clock some one knocked at the door where my husband 
and I were living on the Squire Munro place in Yuma Valley, Yuma County, 
Ariz. My husband was very sound asleep. I awoke but did not respond to the 
knock. Then some one opened the door, put his head inside, and said “ Good 
evening.” My husband then awoke. The person then asked, “ Who runs this 
ranch, is it Subala?” Then some one outside said “It is not Sabata, it is 
Ybarra.” Then the one inside said, “ Are you Ybarra?” My husband said, 
“Yes.” “Then vou are the one we want; get up, we want to talk to you.” 
I ran to the house of an American close by and called him to come quick. He 
came, but as he did not understand Spanish he could not Know what was 
passing, The one who had hold of my husband told the American that he was 
a sheriff from Yuma. 

The American believed this, and said “AID right,” and went away. They— 
there were three of them—then took my hnsbend to an auto which stood some 
distance away from the house: as they took him away he ealled to me, “ They 
are taking me to San Luis.” This he called several times. T sent some boys on 
horseback to Somerton to call the deputy sheriff. He came about 2 o'clock in the 
morning, talked with the American whom I had called, and then he went away, 
saying he would phone to Yuma in the morning; he was convinced that the 
parties were officers. When they were taking my husband away I caled to 
them to let him go, and then one of them grabbed at me and I ran and hid myself 
in the privy. Next morning, not hearing from the sheriff at Somerton, I tele- 
phoned to the sheriff's office in Yuma and was informed that no officers had made 
any such arrest. Then I went to San Luis, demanding that my husband be 
given up, but I was told that he was not there. 

I recognized one of the party as Francisco Moreno, who is chauffeur for Capt. 
Calles. As Calles is the only enemy my husband has, I do not doubt that he 
had my husband taken to Mexico and there shot. 

CATALINA AMADA DE YBARRA. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 19th day of January, 1920. 
[ SEAL. ] W. F. TINMONS, Notary Public. 


My commission expires January 18, 1922. 


OFFICE OF THE COUNTY ATTORNEY, YUMA County, 
Yuma, Ariz., January 31, 1920. 
Hon. Winery R. JONES, 
Attorney General, Phoeniz, Ariz. 
My Dear GENERAL: Referring to your communication of January 23, 1920, 
inclosing communication to you from the office of the governor of Arizona, trans- 
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mitting communication from the Hon. Robert Lansing, Secretary of State, in 
regard to the matter of the kidnaping of Rodolfo Ybarra on the night of Novem- 
ber 29, 1919, from his home between Somerton and Gadsden, Yuma County, Ariz., 
and his subsequent assassination on the Mexican side of the international 
boundary line by Mexican authorities, I have the honor to retransmit to you the 
papers forwarded, together with the affidavit of Catalinu Amada de Ybarra, 
taken before me on January 19, 1920. together with copies of affidavits of 
Catalina Amada de Ybarra, J. C. Atkinson, W. A. Tucker, and J. W. Tucker 
before the United States immigration inspector, Henry L. Tolen, on December 1, 
1919, together with copies of letters written by B. F. Fly, also a copy of com- 
plaint sworn to by Catalina Amada de Ybarra. which thus far has been withheld 
from filing, and issue of Warrant pending further investigation and advice from 
your office. This compiaint is premised upon section 808 of the Penal Code. 
I am also inclosing copy of report made by United States Immigration Inspector 
Henry L. Tolen, December 2, 1919, to whom the report of the occurrence wus 
first made. 

In regard to the extradition of Capt. Calles, upon the charge of kidnaping, 
under section 135-6 of the Penal Code, I beg to report that in my opinion such 
action would result in his giving bond through the influence of influential 
business men in Yuma in whatever amount such bonds might be fixed: but 
that upon the charge of murder he may be apprehended 6n this side of the 
international boundary line and held without bail pending proceedings and 
that such action would be more likely to effect complete discovery of the evi- 
dences of the execution of Ybarra. 

The following facts and circumstances which I believe sufficient to convict 
Cales and Moreno of the murder of Ybarra are as follows: 

(1) Capt. Calles attempted to secure an arrangement with Immigration 
Inspector Tolen for the deportation of his deserting soldiers and officers, that 
he (Calles) might execute them. 

(2) On January 23, 1920, Capt. Calles urged the same request to R. H. Colvin, 
agent of the Departinent of Justice at Tucson, Ariz., and Inspector Tolen of 
the Immigration Service. 

(3) Capt. Calles left San Luis, Mexico, in his automobile driven by his 
chauffeur, Francisco Moreno, about T p. m. on the evening of November 29, after 
having given orders to Leopoldo Lorona to saddle three of his (Calles’s) horses 
and leave them at the Lorona ranch on the American side of the international 
boundary line. 

(4) Francisco Moreno was recognized by Catalina Amada de Ybarra as one 
of the party who, representing themselves to be officers from Yuma, seized 
Ybarra from his bed on the Squire Munro ranch 24 miles west of Somerton, 
Yuma County, Ariz, between 11 and 12 o'clock on the night of November 
29, 1919. 

(5) Ybarra was taken to the Lorona ranch in Capt. Calles’s automobile, and 
his automobile remained at the Lerona ranch until the following morning. 

(6) The three of Capt. Calles’s horses, saddled according to his order, were 
mounted by the three men who came with Ybarra to the Lorona ranch, Ybarra 
traveling on foot, went in the direction of the mesa and the international 
boundary line. 

(7) Shots were heard about 2 a. m. November 30. 1919 on the mesa in the 
direction in which Ybarra was taken, to the south of the international line, by 
Cruz Rosas, who was at the time one of Capt. Calles soldiers on guard, and 
who later went to the place where he had heard the shots, saw the tracks and 
a place having the appearance of a freshly made grave leveled off and un- 
marked, about 90 feet southerly from the first international boundary line 
monument to the east of San Luis, Mexico, i 

(8) Officers of the Yuma County sheriffs party followed tracks of three 
horsemen from the Lorona ranch in a southerly direction to the international 
boundary line., near the first monument east from San Luis on December 1, 1919. 

(99 Manual Alvarez now being held in the Yuma jail pending investigation, 
has made statements to Cruz Rosas that he (Alvarez) helped to bury Ybarra 
and that he was executed by the order of Capt. Calles. (To the officers 
Alvarez denies any knowledge of the affair.) 

(10) It is my belief that additional evidences of necessary facts might be 
secured if Capt. Cales and Francisco Moreno were known to be lodged in jail 
without bail so as to relieve certain persous from their influence and from 
fear of harm from them, particularly the Loronas on the American side, and 
a number of persons still in San Luis, Mexico. 
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You may recall that on the occasion of my visit to Phoenix on December 6, 
1919, we very briefly discussed this incideut, and upon your suggestion I, at 
that time, handed Mr. Flynn copies of the affidavits of Catalina Amada de 
Ybarra, J. O. Atkinson, J. W. Tucker, und W. A. Tucker, with a request for 
advice as to whether this matter should be taken up with the State or Federal 
authorities, not desiring to proceed in any manner that might possibly incur 
international complications, but to this time have not received any communica- 
tions from Mr. Flynn concerning the matter. 

Realizing the gravity of the situation and the possibility that it would en- 
danger certain residents of the Yuma Valley near the international boundary 
line from knowledge of an investigation on this matter, and the interest taken 
by persons making the affidavits, I made every effort to maintain secrecy in 
such steps as were taken by me; but on my return from Phoenix I was called 
upon by Col. B. F. Fly, who appeared to be advised of all steps that had been 
taken and informed me that he had taken the matter up personally both with 
the State and Federal authorities at Phoenix and had straightened the matter 
out so they had understood the situation, and that the rumors of the abduction 
und execution of Ybarra were malicious and false. 

Regarding the vindication or defense of Capt. Calles by Col. Fly, as appears 
by the inclosed letters, I have ne doubt that they were dictated by Capt. Calles, 
and that Col. Fly has been acting more or less as an agent and employee of 
Capt. Cales, and that he has acted at times in a similar capacity fer Gov. 
Cantu, of Lower California. It also appears from the statements made by Col. 
Fly to R. H. Colvin, agent of the Department of Justice at Tucson, Ariz., and 
Henry L. Tolen, immigration inspector at Yuma, Ariz., on January 23, 1920, 
that Mr. Fly himself, together with some Mexican officer from Algodones, Lower 
California, during the month of September, 1919, kidnaped one Acero and two 
other Mexican deserting soldiers from the garrison at Algodones, Lower Cali- 
fornia, handcuffed them after they were rele: asel by the chief of police at Yuma, 
taking them back to Algodones, where it is said Acero and one other were 
immediately executed, while the third was taken to Mexicali, Lower California, 

While it is true that a strong inthuence in and about Yuma is intimately eon- 
nected with Capt. Calles through friendship arising from business relations, í 
am not of the opinion that such influence would sufficiently justify the conelu- 
sion reached by Deputy Collector M. B. Sales, that it will be impossible to bring 
Calles to book for his crimes if prosecution is undertaken in Yuma County; 
but, to the contrary, I am of the opinion that a successful prosecution may be 
had upon the charge of murder, and that upon the early filing of a complaint 
already sworn to and the issue of a warrant thereon hoth Calles and Moreno 
may be apprehended within a few days on the American side of the line. To 
accomplish this result, however, the utmost seereey will be necessary, as no 
doubt Calles has many friends and agents in Yuma alert to give him immediate 
notice of any proceedings about to be taken. 

Should you deem it proper and wise to proceed along this line, I would thank 
you to wire me upon receipt of this report simply the word “ proceed.” 

Very respectfully, 
W. F. TIMMONS, 
County Attorney of Yuma County, Ariz. 


P. S.—The copies of Col. Fly's letters to United States Attorney Flynn, at- 
tached, were procured from Col. F ly himself by United States Immigration In- 
spector Henry IX Tolen, who has been unceasing in his efforts, and through 
whose aid and cooperation I have been enabled to secure practically all of the 
valuable information in this case. It should be borne in mind thet we have no 
military and no adequate gun power in the hands of citizens to take care of a 
possible assault from Calles’s men upon detention of their commanding officer. 


FEBRUARY 4, 1920. 
Hon. W. F. Timmons, 
County Attorney, Yuma, Ariz.: 

Wire received. Gov. Campbell and I advise you to go the full limit in vigor- 
ous prosecution for murder in all concerned in Ybarra case. Keep me advised . 
by phone. 

Wuey E. Jones, Attorney General. 
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FEBRUARY 4, 1920, 
WILEY E. Jones, 


Attorney General, Phoeniz, Ariz.: 

Calles, Moreno, Torreon, and Alvarez in separate cells, county jail. Mexican 
counsel and local citizens seen ; interviews action according to your wire to-day 
Letter follows. 

W. F. Timaton, County Attorney. 


iniaa 


FEBRUARY 3, 1920. 
Hon. W. F. TIMMONS, 


County Attorney, Yuma, Ariz.: 


Letter and papers in Ybarra case received. Gov. Campbell and I advise you 
to proceed quietly, as you have suggested. 


WILEY E. Jones, Attorney General. 


FEBRUARY 3, 1920. 
DEAR GENERAL: Have read the communications, etc., of the Ybarra case and 
advise proceeding as outlined by county attorney of Yuma County. A trial will 
clear the muchly affected atmosphere along the Yuma County border. 
Yours, 


CAMPBELL. 

The Cuamman. Has more than one kidnaping occurred along 
there on this side of the line? 

Mr. Toren. There were two cases as against Calles, and what I 
would call a kidnaping case occurred on September 9 last year, 
when there were two Mexican soldiers taken from the streets of Yuma 
down to Andrade. That is on the California side of the river, I 
have no official knowledge of that, only just hearsay. 

The Cuairmax, What has been the course of the sheriff and the 
oflicers of Arizona and of Yuma County with reference to those 
charges of kidnaping by the Mexicans from the other side? 

Mr. Toten. Well, it seemed to me they were a little lukewarm on 
this other case; it was in abevance so long. I sent my report to my 
superior officer in Los Angeles and got a letter back from him ap- 
proving the action I had taken in it, and with notations as to just 
what he had done about these reports, but nothing more was heard 
of it for quite a while. l 

The Cuamman. Was anything ever done with reference to it or in 
an endeavor to punish Calles until these complaints were filed by 
District Attorney Timmons? 

Mr. Toten. Nothing whatever, 

The Cramman. Was Mr. Calles in the habit of coming into Yuma! 

Mr. Toren. Oh, he came back and forth all the time there. 

The Crrarrman. Do vou know when he was arrested at Yuma? 

Mr. Toten. I know when he was arrested at Yuma; yes. I pointed 
him out to the county attorney. He didn’t know him personally. 

The Crrairmax. Was he armed or not at the time of his arrest! 

Mr. Toren. Yes; he was armed, and both of his cohorts were 
armed, too, Moreno and Teran. 

The Cuairman. Where are the American soldiers there? 

Mr. Toren. There are none on the Yuma side of the river. 

The Cramman. Has there been any attempt on the part of any of 
the citizens there to secure the placing of soldiers along the border? 

Mr. Toten. I think some of them have asked for soldiers. There 
have been several military officers around there; but until Col. Scott 
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came I never noticed any of them much. I was with the official when 
he investigated the—— 

The Cuarrman. I notice among these papers here that Mr. Atkin- 
son, I believe it is, among others, states that the Mexican officers, 
Calles’s command, Calles and officers and others are constantly cross- 
ing the line there armed. 

r. Toten. Well, they did go back and forth until this kidnaping 
happened, as they pleased. There was nobody to stop them. There 
was only one immigration officer in Yuma, and the line is 25 miles 
~ below, and at that time they didn’t even have an automobile allow- 
ance or any way to go around without you would bum a ride from 
a friend or walk, and a man can’t stay down there all the time. 

The CHarrman. There is no port of entry there? 

Mr. Toten. There is no port of entry there; just the same as 
am other place along the line. 

he Cuarm{man. I notice that the complaint against Calles is 
dated the Tth day of February, 1920. That is this year. 

Mr. Toten. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Accusing him of the murder of Luguen and 
Herrera, placing the date of that occurrence as of the 7th day of 
February, 1918, a year prior. Then this kidnaping has been going 
on for a year there without interference—or two years? 

Mr. Toten. Two years. Ever since he has been down there he 
has been going back and forth without let or hindrance. l 

The CHarrman. And there are no soldiers there? 

Mr. Toten. No soldiers. | 
A The Cuamman. And the peace officers have not interfered with 

im ? 

Mr. Toten. Not at all. 

The CHarrman. Do you know personally, or know of, a man by 
the name of Calles in the cabinet of Mr. Carranza at this time? 

Mr. Toten. Only by hearsay. 

The Cuatrrman. Do you know what position he formerly occupied, 
before he went into the cabinet? 

Mr. Toten. Governor of Sonora. 

The Cuarrman. Who is regarded as the strongest man in Sonora, 
aside from Obregon? 

Mr. Toren. Calles. 

The Cuarrman. Adolfo de la Huerta is the present governor, is 
he not? 

Mr. Toten. Yes. 

The Cuarrman. And succeeded Calles? 

Mr. Toten. Yes. 

The CuairmMan. It is understood he is rather a protégé of Calles. 
Calles was taken into the cabinet and he was put in as governor, 
and he is the present governor? 

Mr. Toren. Ye 

The CuatrmMan. What relation is Capt. Carlos G. Calles to Gen. 
Calles, formerly governor and now minister in Carranza’s cabinet? 

Mr. Toten. Nephew. : 

The Cuarrman. The Ybarra case was dismissed by the magis- 
trate because of the act or the fact of death was not sufficiently 
proven, according to his judgment? 
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Mr. Toren. Yes. 

The CHairmMan. But by a stipulation in the case when it went to 
the superior court I notice that the attorney for the defendant 
agreed with the prosecnting attorney that the evidence which was 
taken in that case should be submitted in the Luguen and Herrera 
cases to the magistrate? 

Mr. Toten. Yes. 

The CuairmMan. And the magistrate held Calles under $5,000 bond 
for murder in the Luguen and Herrera cases, while he decided the 
evidence was not sufficient in the other case—that is, that the corpus 
delicti had not been proven? 

Mr. ToLen. Yes. 

The CuarrMan. But in the Luguen and Herrera cases, they were 
executed publicly ? 

Mr. Toren. Yes; they were proven. 

The CHatrMaAn. So that they proved the death in those cases? 

Mr. Toten. Yes. 

The CuarrmMan. You may also, Mr. Secretary, file the stipulation 
attached to the information in this case. It is not necessary to file 
the order holding the defendant to answer. 

(The stipulation will be found among the documents last copied 
in the record.) 

The Cuatrman. Do you know when—or possibly you do not know 
the dates—Mr. Calles was to appear to defend against this case? 

Mr. Toren. He has been cited three times to appear, and he was 
to appear to-day, the last time. On two different days he has been 
cited to appear and did not appear, and he has been ordered to 
appear to-day or forfeit bond. 

The Cuamman. I have a communication here from the prosecut- 
ing attorney in which he says that “ The date has been set by the 
superior court on two occasions requiring Capt. Calles to appear 
for arraignment, and his counsel notified. Thus far he has not 
appeared for arraignment, and our supereior court has fixed next 
Monday, March 15, 1920, as the final date in which he may appear 
for arraignment. at which time his bond in the sum of $5,000 will 
be forfeited should he at that time fail to appear.” 

I will ask that this telegram be read into the record. 

(Telegram read, as follows:) 

Yuma, Ariz, Mareh 15, 1920; n. m. Senator Albert B. Fall, U. S. Grant 
lotel, San Diego, Calif.: Capt. Carlos Cales refused to appear for arraign- 
ment at 10 a. m. to-day. and bond in the sum of $5.000 forfeited. Full tran- 
script of ease with letter mailed you at Van Nuys Hotel, Los Angeles. Calif., 
list Friday. Did you receive same? Answer. W. F. Timmons, county at- 
torney. 

The Cuaimax. This transcript was received and will be filed, but 
not made a part of this record. 

In your Judgment, Mr. Tolen, for the peace and safety of the 
American people—there are people living along on the line there, 
are there not? 

Mr. Toten. Yes, sir. | 

The CrratrmMan. These Mexicans coming over from Mexico have 
been employed by and working for them? 

Mr. Toten. Very many of them; nearly all of them. 
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The CuHarrman. I notice Mr. Timmons speaks of the safety of 
those people along the boundary., In your judgment, would it be 
better for the safety of those American citizens on the boundary if 
a military detachment were sent down there to watch that border? 

Mr. Toten. Oh, certainly; yes, sir. 

The Cuarman. It is not possible for you, with your force, and 
the other inspectors there, to prevent raids across the border or pre- 
vent kidnaping of citizens ? 

Mr. Toren. I am the only inspector there. There are no others 
there that are of any help. 

The Cuairman. And you can not catch these fellows? 

Mr. Toren. I can’t catch alk of them. 

The Cuammax. And you think as an officer that there should 


e———— 

Mr. Toten. Well, many of the farmers down there keep asking me, 
“What are you going to do with that fellow? If they don’t put him 
in jail or if they don't get rid of him some way or other, I have got 
tomove away.” Mr. Tucker says he is afraid of his life all the time. 
He has been threatened by him, and several times they rode up back 
of his house and behind there on horseback, standing looking over 
the valley, looking over there, and I know 

The Cuairman. He didn’t like the looks of them? 

Mr. Toten. No; and they repcerted Tucker as having arms in his 
house, but I went there with a Department of Justice agent to search 
the place and never found a trace of anything like arms. 

The Cuarrmaxn. Where is he—on this side? 

Mr. Toten. He is about 3 miles from the line. 

The Cuairsan. On the American side? 

Mr. Toten. On the American side. 

The Cuatrman. Would he not have a right to have arms? 

Mr. Toten. I suppose so. He ought to have, if they are going to 
go around like that. If he is being menaced by them, he has a right 
to have arms in his house. 

The Cuarrman. Now, Mr. Tolen, of course some people might not 
understand exactly why this condition is allowed to continue there. 
Have these Mexicans been spending much money in Yuma? -> 

Mr. Toten. All their supplies have been bought in Yuma; yes. 

The Cuarrman. Are there any Americans there who. are very 
close to them or intimate with them 4 l 
Mr. Toten. Yes; some of them. Those that they trade with, of 
course, 

The Cuatrman. Is there anyone there who seems to come to their 
assistance if they need assistance ? 

Mr. Toten. Well, I don’t know about that. 

The Cuarrman. If Gov. Calles or any of his officers get into any 
trouble there, are there any Americans with whom he corresponds 
with reference to it? 

Mr. Toten. Yes; he corresponds with Col. Fly. That is, he made 
a report to Col. Fly that came into my hands officially, and I investi- 
gated it, and also the letters that—Col. Fly furnished me a copy of 
letters that he had written to District Attorney Flynn. 

The Cuarrman. That is United States District Attorney Flynn? 

Mr. Toten. United States District Attorney Flynn at Phoenix. 


136920—20-—pt 14-3 
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The Cuarman. What was this correspondence about? 

Mr. Tourn. Calles claimed that these deserting officers and men 
were I. W. W's and revolutionists, and were buying arms and ammuni- 
tion and were gathering it up for the revolutionists in Sonora and 
Lower California, and that James Tucker’s place was a station where 
they had their arms and ammunition cached, and that Tucker em- 
ployed these men. That is what he charges. And that a woman by 
the name of Mrs. Victoria Sloat, who lived down close to San Luis, 
about a mile from there, was inducing his soldiers to desert and bring 
over their arms and ammunition; that they would buy it. One 
Mesique Corlis, is a fellow who lived with Mrs. Sloat there, or close 
by, and ran her farm, and Calles claimed that he was an agent of the 
revolutionists, buying arms and ammunition. I have investigated 
those people, in company with an agent of the Department of Justice, 
Mr. Colburn, at Tucson, and we did not find anything. 

The CuairmMan. But the United States has been called upon to in- 
vestigate the actions of its own citizens in the Tucson territory at the 
demand of Mr. Calles? 

Mr. Toren. Yes. 

‘The Crarrman. Mr. Calles has not been interfered with in omg 
over here and seizing people without process of law on this side an 
taking them back on the other side and killing them? 

Mr. Torex. No. 

The Cnamman. Have you heard from any other officials down 
there? Do you know anything about any other Mexican officials at 
all calling upon Americans along the same line for help? 

Mr. Toren. Yes. 

-The CuarrmMan. Did you ever see any correspondence between 
Gov. Cantu and any Americans there? 

Mr. Toten. I saw a telegram from Gov. Cantu asking to—and 
Benjamin F. Fly—asking them to take it up with the proper officers 
and have a fellow by the name of Marquez who was in jail in Yuma, 
delivered to him at his office at Andrade. that he was under a charge of 
murder. That is, he was concerned with—I don’t know whether he 
was under a charge of murder himself or not, but he was concerned in 
the uprising at Algodones among the Mexican soldiers on September 
8, 1919, when a captain was killed. . 

The Cuairman. Who is Col. Fly? 

Mr. Toren. Well, I don’t know him, or who he is, only Ben F. Fly. 

The CuairmMan. What is his business? 

Mr. Totten. He has been employed by the Chamber of Commerce 
of Yuma in some capacity, and he has been active in the sale of mesa 
lands, which are Government lands there on the mesa. 

The Cnarrmax. Who gave bond for Calles? 

Mr. Toren. Well, I only know one man who was on the bond, and 
that is Magisi. 

The Cuamman. Who secured the bond for him; do you know? 

Mr. Toten. I don’t know. There were two merchants from Somer- 
ton on the bond. One of them, I think, was a Mexican. I don’t know 
their names. 

The CrrairMan. Do you know what remuneration of any kind Col. 
Fly was to get for his services? 

Mr. Toten. I do not know. 
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The Cuarrman. How far east and west does the line run there, 
where there are no American soldiers on this side? Where are the 
first American soldiers—— 

Mr. Toten. The first American soldiers are at the Colorado River, 
but they are on the California side, opposite; but there are only 10 
of them with a noncommissioned officer in charge. Those squads are 
sent out and changed every 30 days from Calexico. 

The Cuarrman. How far east do they patrol? 

Mr. Toten. Well, they are right there; they can’t go farther east, 
because that is the river; and they can’t go west, because it is right 
in between the river and the sand hills. All they do is to watch that 
Hanlon headgate there. | 

The Cuarmman. Now, going east from this squad of soldiers, where 
do you find the next soldiers ? 

Mr. Toten. I don’t knoW whether there are any more before you 
get to Nogales or not, which is about 170 miles. 

The Cuarrman. Did you hear the evidence, or do you know the 
evidence, that was given in the Ybarra case in the examination and 
trial of Calles? 

Mr. Toten. I heard most of it. | 

The CHarrMaNn. Who, if anyone, was with Calles at the time of 
= A ee of Luguen and Herrera in the automobile; do you 

ow 


Mr. Toten. Francisco Moreno. 

The Cuamman. I am not speaking of the Ybarra case now, but 
the Luguen and Herrera cases. 

Mr. Toten. Oh, the Luguen and Herrera cases? 

The Cuarmman. Yes. 

Mr. Toten. I don’t know who that was. I remember that the wit- 
ness who testified to that more particularly than anyone else was a 
man by the name of Salvador Holguin at Somerton. 

The Cuarrman. That is all for the present, Mr. Tolen. We have 
not had time to go through this record of the trial and would like 
to have you remain in attendance upon the committee at least until 
to-morrow. oe 

Mr. Toten. All right. 

(A recess was thereupon taken until 4.30 o’clock p. m.) 
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17, 1920. 


SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON ForEIGN RELATIONS, 
UNITED STATES SENATE, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to the call of the chairman, at 
9 p. m., in Room 622, Van Nuys Hotel, Los Angeles, Calif., Senator 
Albert B. Fall presiding. | 

Present: Senator Albert B. Fall, chairman; Senator Mark A. 
Smith; Maj. Dan M. Jackson, secretary. 


TESTIMONY OF REV. EDWIN BR. BROWN. 


(Witness sworn by the secretary.) 

The Secrerary. Your full name, Mr. Brown? 

Mr. Brown. Edwin R. Brown. 

The Cuamman. You are a citizen of the United States, are vou? 

Mr. Brown. Yes, sir. 

The Cuamsax. Of what State are you a native? 

Mr. Brown. Illinois. 

The Cuamman. How long have vou lived in California? 

Mr. Brown. I lived in California two and a half vears before 
going to Mexico. 

The CHairnmax. And when did vou go to Mexico? 

Mr. Brows. In 1909. 

The Cnarmmax. What portion of the Republic did you go to? 

Mr. Brown. J lived in the capital and in Puebla. 

The CHamman. How far is Puebla from the capital. approxi- 
mately ? a 

Mr. Brown. About a hundred miles south and east. 

- The Cuarrman. How long did you remain in Mexico at this time? 

Mr. Brown. I was there for nine vears. 

The Cyamman. What was your business or occupation during 
your residence in Mexico? 

Mr. Brown. I was first pastor of the English-speaking Baptist 
Church of Mexico City, and then missionary in the native work in 
Puebla. 

The Carman. In following your work, both as a pastor and as 
a missionary, did you come in contact with the native people of 
Mexico? | 

Mr. Brown. Yes; especially the last five years I worked among 
the native people only. 
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The Cuamrman. Did you then learn or did you understand prior 
to that time the Spanish language? . 

Mr. Browx. I learned Spanish in about six months after I went 
down there. so that I speak it now as well as I do English, I guess. 

The CyuarrMan. What is vour present work? 

Mr. Brown. I am now a general missionary among the Mexicans 
in the southwest for the American Baptist Home Mission Society. 

The CnairmManx, You belong to the Baptist denomination ? 

Mr. Brown. Yes. 

The Cuarrman. When were you in Mexico last? 

Mr. Brown. I left there the last of April, 1918. 

The CHarrmMan. Did you leave from Puebla; that. is, were you in 
Puebla at that time, in April, 1918? 

Mr. Brown. Yes. 

The CuHairMan. Why did you leave Mexico, if there was any par- 
ticular reason for your leaving? 

Mr. Brown. Well, the Home Mission Society recalled me because 
of a threat made bv the authorities to arrest me and send me out of 
the country as a pernicious foreigner for preaching the gospel to the 
contrary of the constitution. 

The Cuarmax. Contrary to the constitution of 1917? 

Mr. Brown. Yes, sir; the new constitution. 

The Crairnsan, Mr. Carranza’s constitution ? 

Mr. Brown. Yes. 

The CnairmMan, What authorities made the threat? 

Mr. Brown. The municipal authorities. 

The Crrairman. Of the city of Puebla? 

Mr. Brown. Yes. | 

The CrairmMan. They would have had no jurisdiction to expel you 
except through the action of the central Govennnieht of Mexico; 
that is, to expel vou from the Republic? 

Mr. Brown. No. But I think the constitution gives the governors 
and the presidents of municipalities the right to arrest anyone that 
is acting as a minister, and then Carranza can send them out. 

The CuarrmMan. Are you familiar with this clause of the consti- 
tution under which they proposed to expel you? 

Mr. Brown.-Yes; I have translated it into English, and have it 
with me. 

The CuatrMAn. What is the particular clause of the constitution 
to which you refer? 

Mr. Brown. Well, it is article 130. It says: 

It is necessary to be a Mexican by birth in order to be a minister of any 
religious creed in Mexico. 

The Crarrman. And how was the threat to expel you communi- 
cated to you? By whom? 

Mr. Brown. It was communicated indirectly to me by the agent 
of the Puebla Light & Power Co., who heard it in a meeting that he 
had in the city hall with the presidente municipal, and he came and 
told me and warned me to get out. 

The CuatrMan. Did he tell vou that the presidente municipal had 
expressed himself with reference to your expulsion at this meeting? 

Mr. Browy. Yes. 

The CuairmMan. You communicated, then, with vour home board, 
and they recalled you 
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Mr. Brown. Yes. 

The CHairMaN. Had you in your teachings there, or in your ser- 
mons, attacked the constitution or the laws of Mexico? 

Mr. Brown. No. 

The CuarrMan. Was there any particular reason further than that 
you were simply not a native of Mexico and were preaching the 

ospel ? 
j Mr. Brown. No. We never preached on politics at all. 

The Cuarrman. Did you ever interfere in politics while you were 
there ? 

Mr. Brown. I never had anything to do with political questions in 
any way. 

The aes: Then, the threat to expel you, and which caused 
you to leave there, was simply and solely based upon the clause of the 
constitution that none except native-born Mexicans or Mexican citi- 
zens should be allowed to preach the gospel? 

Mr. Brown. Yes. I think it was caused, perhaps, by some Catholic 
inciting some of the members of the city council to make those 
threats, because we were converting some of their people. 

The CuairMan. Have you had your attention called to the minutes 
of any of the meetings before this committee? Have you read the 
minutes? 

Mr. Brown. Very little. 

The CHarrMan, Testimony has been offered and given before this 
committee by other ministers or teachers not residing in Mexico, but 
having to do with work there, particularly with educational work. 
For instance, I recall the testimony of Dr. Inman, who, I believe, 
is now residing in New York, who testified that he and some of his 
ussociates engaged in such work had received assurances direct from 
Mr. Carranza that this clause of the constitution would not be in- 
voked against them, nor would that provision of the constitution with 
reference to schools being conducted by ministers or preachers, nor 
would that clause be invoked against denominational schools being 
run by them, and that they relied upon that promise. No such promise 
was made, generally or publicly, to your knowledge, was it ? 

Mr. Brown. Well, I only know that our superintendent of mis- 
sions claimed to have received some such assurance as that from 
Carranza in a meeting where he and some others had a conference 
with Carranza. 

The Cuairman, And that was after you left there, or before? 

Mr. Brown. Well, no; I think that was before. But we didn’t 
have any faith in those assurances at all. 

The Cuairman. Did any of your associates there, the other minis- 
ters who were engaged in the work, and whom you doubtless knew, 
to pou knowledge, place any confidence in such assurances ? 

Mr. Brown. Well, I think some of them did; yes. 

The Cnairmayn. From your knowledge of the reputation of Mr. 
Carranza, would you credit such general assurance or particular as- 
surance in the event he became personally interested in any way in 
revoking such assurance? In other words, the constitution being 
written, and being presumed to be the law of the land, what reliance 
could you place upon the word of Carranza that would justify you 
in believing that you would be protected as against the constitution 
or the law? 
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Mr. Brown. Well, there wasn't anything in Mr. Carranza’s char- 
acter that would give vou such assurance, but his management of 
affairs in Mexico would give you that assurance, because he was a 
virtual dictator, and whatever he said went. 

The Cuatrman, And so long as he remained of the same mind you 
could depend upon the assurance ? 

Mr. Brown. Yes. 

The Cnairman. But vou have no assurance that he would remain 
of the same opinion for any length of time when it suited him to 
revoke such assurance ? 

Mr. Brown. No; when it suited him in any way to please any of 
his favorites by revoking that assurance—and he refused to put it in 
writing 

The CuammMan,. He did refuse to put it in writing? 

Mr. Browy, Yes. 

o Cnairmay. And to your knowledge, never has put it in writ- 
ing? 

Mir. Brown. No; not that I know of. 

The Cuarmax. The committee has no evidence that it was ever 
placed in writing at any time. 

Mr. Brown. It makes Mexico practically the only place in the 
world where an American missionary can not go and become the 
pastor of a group of people to whom he preaches the gospel. 

The Cuairman. What are the general conditions in Mexico now, 
if you know. as to peace and order, or as to violence, and what 
assurances have we, if anv. from vour knowledge of Mexico and its 
people, that a condition of violence, if it exists, or peace and pros- 
peritv, if it exists momentarily, will continue under the present 
régime in Mexico? 

Mr. Browy. Well, of course. my personal knowledge would not 
date back further than 1918. but among the Mexican people that I 
meet continually the reports always are that things are very bad in 
Mexico. and T know, of course, as all people know who meet the 
Mexican immigrants. that thev are continually fleeing from the ter- 
rible conditions there. I don’t think there is any guaranty in the 
character of the men that are conducting the revolution to give us 
any hope for any state of peace. It is simply a state of war there 
now. 

The Cramsax. You speak of those who are conducting the revolu- 
tion. What of the character of those who claim to be conducting the 
Government ? 

Mr. Browx. Well. the Government. of course, is the revolution 
in a certain sense. These other fellows are the counter-revolutionists. 

The Cramaan. Is there really what the American people would 
know as a government in existence in Mexico: that is, is there a re- 
publican or democratic government in Mexico ? 

Mr. Brown. No. [think the American people look at the situa- 
tion in Mexico through their own glasses. They do not see condi- 
tions as they really are there. The true Government of Mexico to- 
dav is a military heirarchy, with an absolute dictator in command; 
but he is only absolute m so far as it suits the wishes of his leading 
men to let him be absolute. 

The Crauman. Now, by “his leading men” do vou speak of his 
leading military men ? j 
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Mr. Brown. His leading military commanders. 

The CuatrMan. Then he is absolute so long as he has the support 
of the military commander of what are known as the Carranza 
forces? 

Mr. Brown. Yes, sir. I don’t think he has the support of more 
than a very small percentage of the Mexican people. 

The CHatrman. From your knowledge of the leading men remain- 
ing in Mexico, up to the time you left in 1918, do you see any hope 
for a democratic government, or the establishment and maintenance 
of democratic government or any government of law and peace and 
order being established by any such men in Mexico? 

Mr. Brown. No; I am entirely pessimistic as to the outlook for 
Mexico. Inthe beginning I was heartily in sympathy with the ideals 
of the revolution, both the Madero revolution and the Carranza revo- 
lution. I was in favor of the Carranza revolution. After studying 
it closely and seeing the hypocrisy of the leaders and the fact that 
they used patriotism for their own ends as a means for looting and 
despoiling the country, and when we see, for instance, the issue of 
paper money and the things that were done—five different times Car- 
ranza issued paper money and then repudiated it, and that is just 
one of the many things—I don’t think there is any hope of any of 
the men that are in power to-day ever bringing order out of chaos 
in Mexico. 

The Cuarrman. Nor is there any hope, so far as you know, or are 
able to judge, from any of the men who are not in power—that is, 
any of the so-called revolutionists or any of the other Mexicans in 
Mexico to-day—that they may be able to bring order out of chaos? 

Mr. Brown. Well, I believe that a stable government in Mexico 
can only be brought about upon a basis of morality, and I do not be- 
lieve that the system of religion and education in Mexico for the 
past 400 years has produced either individuals or a public opinion 
sufficiently moral to hope for any man being able to lead the people. 
Tf there was a moral man those in power or the armed forces to-day 
would not follow him. Just as I told Mr. Bryan. I had a con- 
ference with William Jennings Bryan two years ago in June next, 
and he asked me that same question, if I thought there was any moral 
man in Mexico to whom we could turn and give our support and who 
would lead the people out of their troubles, and I told him there 
wasn’t any such moral man in the first place. and in the second place 
the people didn’t want to follow that kind of a man. 

The CHairmMan. Well, what is the first necessity. in your own judg- 
ment, in establishing a condition under which the people of Mexico 
might be taught and led into the proper spirit so that they might 
establish and maintain a democratic and moral government? What 
is the condition ? 

Mr. Brown. Well, I think the first condition would be a protec- 
torate of the United States over Mexico. 

The Cuatrmayx. In vour judgment, based upon vour information 
and experience and knowledge. would it be possible now for the 
church people of the United States or of the world to carry on any 
educational or religions campaign in Mexico through any source 
under conditions now existing or likely to exist in Mexico for the 
uplift of those people? Suppose that the good church people of the 
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United States would raise a fund of a hundred million dollars, or 
of any number of millions of dollars, for the purpose of carrying on 
educational work and religious work in Mexico for the uplift and the 
betterment. of the Mexican people themselves, what opportunity offers 
itself for the carrying on of such work? Is there a condition which 
would justify you in beheving that the expenditure of that money 
would achieve any end? 

Mr. Brown. Well, in the first place, the conditions are so abnormal 
in Mexico that that work could only be carried on in the larger 
centers; it could not be carried on in the outlying districts to any 
great extent. In the second place, it is a work of years to regenerate 
and reconstruct a nation. I know. for instance, Mr. Inman and 
others—I read, I think it was in Colliers, some missionary lady and 
some of our missionary leaders have said that what Mexico needs is 
Bibles and not bullets. Well, I believe that, too. But some of the 
inen down there, like Villa, and some of those that are around Car- 
ranza himself. can never be reached by Bibles. I can’t imagine Villa, 
for instance, Joining a Bible class or old Candido Aguilar taking a 
course in agriculture in Mr. Inman’s agricultural schools. I do think 
if there is any hope for Mexico at all it will come through the evan- 
gelical and protestant teachings and the protestant evangelical 
churches. 

The Crarrmax. Can such work be carried on under the present 
conditions in Mexico, in your judgment, successfully ? 

Mr. Brown. Well. it is being carried on there; yes. For instance, 
there are a number of missionaries there that are at work. Our 
Baptist denomination retired all of its American missionaries, put- 
ting the work into the hands of Mexican leaders, the Mexican preach- 
ers, and the work is going on very well, indeed. But if the Christian 
people of the United States were to raise a hundred million dollars 
and proceed to send a number of missionaries to Mexico to inaugurate 
an intensive campaign for religious propaganda and education con- 
nected with it in that country I believe that the Catholics and those 
that do not believe in any religion at all would be aroused to insist 
upon the enforcement of this article 130; and, furthermore, there 
would be great opposition aroused to it under the plea that it was & 
pacific conquest of Mexico. just as they have said more than once—I 
have in my papers here statements where a preacher, for instance, is 
called a paid agent of the United States Government and those that 
believe in his teachings or doctrine are called traitors to their 
country. I don’t think that program could settle the difficulties of 
Mexico in a hundred years, although I would very much like to see it 
begun. 

The CHammayn. So Jong as article 130, to which you have re- 
ferred, remains unrepealed, what must its effect be or what is its 
effect and what will be its effect, so long as it remains unrepealed or 
unamended, upon the American missionaries or teachers who con- 
tinue their work in Mexico? 

Mr. Brown. I am glad you asked that question. It legally makes 
every one of them an outlaw and a “ pernicious foreigner.” every one. 
The girls in our mission schools are pernicious foreigners because 
they are teaching religion in a ALN school. Every man that 1s 
preaching in Mexico—the way they do is they camouflage it now and 
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they don’t say they are preaching; they have all resigned their 
churches, but they give “conferencias de la Bibla” or Bible con- 
ferences; and even then, just as they have expelled, under that act, 
Spanish bishops, so under that act also every foreign superintendent 
of missions, like Mr. Inman, or Bishop O’Connell, or any of the 
other superintendents of missions, are liable to be expelled at any 
time. 

The CHairsan. At the whim or caprice of any authority who has 
the power to put article 130 into effect? 

Mr. Brown. Yes. A successor of Carranza, for instance, might 
be some one who might say he knew nothing about Mr. Carranza’s 
assurances, and he could apply that law and expel everyone, even 
the general missionaries and Methodist bishops, and people of that 
kind, and they are all technically, and under the law, according to 
that constitution, lawbreakers, because they are breaking the law 
to-day. That is the reason our society withdrew all of its Ameri- 
cans, because they said we don’t want any of our workers arrested 
aS lawbreakers in Mexico, and as long as that article was in effect 
they were liable to arrest. 

he CHarrman. If you had continued your American workers 
there, realizing that you were lawbreakers and knowing that you 
were (lependent entirely upon the present good will of Carranza 
or of the local or other authorities, what effect would it necessarily 
have had—or would it have had, whether necessarily or otherwise— 
upon your missionaries as to the support of the Carranza government 
by quietly accepting acts of that government or as to exposing pub- 
licly ` the United States acts against which thev should have pro- 
tested ? 

Mr. Brown. Well, very naturally the people that are there now 
under those assurances and with that sword of Damocles hanging 
over their heads are all of them compelled to speak in favor of Car- 
ranza and the conditions down there; if they did not, the law would 
be in effect against any one of them and they would be sent out of 
the country as pernicious foreigners. 

The Cuarrman. So that, naturally, and necessarily, good, sincere 
Christian men or women doing work down there now, having that 
sword hanging over their heads, and yet animated by the desire to 
do good to those poor people there, must, if they desire to remain 
at all, submit to things and see things done which otherwise they 
would protest against 

Mr. Bae And they must send out biased reports of conditions 
down there, because if they did not they would get into trouble im- 
mediately; and that is too bad, too, because it makes hars out of 
good Christian people. 

The Cuarrman. And eventually must have its effect upon the 
character of those people and upon mission work generally ? 

Mr. Brown. Yes. 

The Cuarrman. Doctor, we realize that you are leaving to-morrow, 
and that you have been very kind in attending this late session to- 
night, and we do not care to detain you by asking you any further 

uestions. If you have any papers or documents that you would 
like to file with us we would like to have them, or if you have any 
statement of your own that you desire to make, further than you have 
already spoken, we will be glad to have you make it now. 
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they suffered at the hands of the present Government, that I take 
the stand that I take to-day in regard to conditions in Mexico simply 


to-day; and because of my desire to do something to help Mexico 


out of its trouble I come before the committee and make these state- 
ments. 


So much for a statement. 


I have here some interesting documents that I thought you might 
like to see. I don’t know whether they have ever come to your at- 
tention or not. You read Spanish, of course? 

he CHAIRMAN. Yes. 
(Witness hands papers to chairman.) 


Mr. Brown. I attended that meeting, a German propaganda meet- 
ing in Puebla, at which there were probably 3,500 Mexicans, and 
some Germans. and my wife and myself and two missionaries were 
the only Americans. and it was the hottest anti-American demonstra- 
tion you ever saw, 

he Citarrman. This is a poster or circular? 


Mr. Brown. It is a poster. They were posted up out on the 


streets. 
The CHAIRMAN. Calling a meeti 
month was that. do you remem) 


Tuesday, the 19th. at 7 a. m., first conference: second conference 
Wednesday, the 20th, and the third conference Thursday, the 21st. 
o0 you remember what year that was? : 
r. Brown. Well. I think it Was the first part of 1918, but I don’t 
remember what month. They showed views, as you can see there, of 
the Crown Prince and of the Kaiser, and they had views in which 


they showed the troops marching through Belgium, and the attack 


on Liege, and then a Spanish speaker got up and tore into the 
United States for the black list. 


The CHAIRMAN. Yes: I notice the black list and the boycott in 
fexico mentioned here. Se 
Mr. Brown. Yes: it was a very bitter speech against the United 
States. And just to show you that my ideas of the graft that went 
on there are not particularly American or not animated by any de- 
sire to harm Mexico. there is a clipping that I preserved ont of a paper 
in which one of the Mexican papers down in Mexico tried to show 
how the eraft on corn out in the field—vou see here is $10 a carga, 
which is two sacks. 
The Cramrman. A carga is 300 pounds? 
Mr. Brown. Yes. And here are the differe 
through: The conductor of the railroad, the municipal president, 
the chief of the station, the chief of the enard, the general, and the 
engineer. 


The Cusimas. They all had their rake-off ? 


ng for Wednesday, the 21st—what 
er? I don’t see the vear, either. 


nt hands that it went 
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Mr. Brown. They all got their rake-off, and when the corn got to 
the retailer it was $50 a carga. 

The Cuairman. This was a Mexican paper, published in Spanish, 
to show the graft going on there among the Mexicans themselves? 

Mr. Brown. Yes. I cut that out of a paper down in Mexico. 

Now, I have a lot of other things here; don't know how much they 
will interest. you. Here, to my mind, is the most important of all of 
the things that I have got in Spanish, because it shows how that new 
constitution and that article in the constitution contravenes the treaty 
with the United States, and it is written by a lawyer down there and 
is a very careful opinion. I made a translation of it into English, 
and I also sent it to the embassy and tried to get the embassy to back 
me up in a legal fight to declare whether that was constitutional or 
not, because it abrogates the treaties, which, it says, “stand on foot,” 
or which still remain. 

Now, that treaty with the United States has never been abrogated, 
and yet. the constitution denies those rights under it. 

The Cuarrman. The Mexicans claim that the treaty of 1831, which 
Was renewed in 1846, was abrogated by denunciation by themselves. 
There was, of course, a dispute about it. It was attempted to be 
abrogated for the purpose of escaping the payment of certain claims 
for damage which were made under it and which are insisted upon by 
our State Department; but their Government had a right, under the 
constitution, to denounce the treaty by a certain time, and Mexico did 
denounce the treaty of 1831, which was renewed in the treaty of 
Guadelupe Hidalgo of 1848. So that that is the claim of some of 
them, that that treaty has been abrogated. | 

Mr. Brown. Well, I think it is acknowledged by our State Depart- 
ment, because I quoted the section from that treaty and then applied 
it to this and asked the United States State Department to back me 
up, and they sent back a simple dry statement saying that “ we know 
of the existence of no such treaty ”; and yet I copied it out of the book 
of treaties in the consular office. 

Now, here is another one; “All foreigners will be held as pernicious 
who officiate in Mexico.” 

The CHairman. What is this article you refer to about “ pernicious 
foreigners”? 

Mr. Brown. Well, that is with regard to ministers, vou see. 

The Cuairman. Yes. This article you have just referred to with 
reference to the constitution is signed by Don Manuel Aguirre Ber- 
langa, a subsecretary ? 

Mr. Brown. Yes. He was very antiforeign and also antireligious. 
He said, “ Mexico and the Mexican people have avowed above and 
beyond the need of any religion.” 

The Cuatrman. I notice from reading this article in Spanish which 
you have just handed me that it is a proclamation issued by Don 
Manuel Aguirre Berlanga, subsecretary to all the governors of the 
States, calling their attention to article 130 with reference to the 
exclusion of ministers of the gospel not native Mexicans from any 
right to hold services or to teach religion in the Republic. 

Ír. Brown. Yes. Now, that would indicate that Berlanga, as one 
of the cabinet officers, attempted to put into force what Carranza said 
would not. be put in force. 
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The CHAIRMAN. Certainly. This is an official declaration in writ- 
ing, and the declaration on which some of our ministers are relying 
is only a verbal declaration by Mr. Carranza or Mr. Osuna, or some 
other authority, not put in writing. N ow, shall I return this article 
to you, or may I have it translated ? 

fr. Brown. You may have it. 


The CHAIRMAN. The translation of the article above referred to 
follows: 


(The document last above mentioned is in words and figures as 
follows, to Wit :) | 


(Translation of clipping from EI Democrata, of Puebla, dated Dec. 13, 191 .] 


THOSE CLERGY MEN WILL BE CONSIDERED PERNICIOUS WHO ARE OF FOREIGN NATION- 
ALITY AND EXERCISE THEIR MINISTRY IN MEXICO. 


Manuel Aguirre Rerlanga, subsecretary of state in charge of the department 
of the interior, sent to all the governors of States the following important 
circular telegram on the 6th of this month: 

“Considering that article 130 of the general constitution of the Republic 
provides that only native Mexicans may exercise the ministry of any cult 
(denomination ). and in view of the fuct that a great number of foreign clergy- 
men, in violation of this proscription, are executing the various acts which 
constitute the exercising of the ministry of their respective religions— 

“By order of the Citizen President of the Republic I hereby instruct you 
to inform all foreign clergymen who are practicing their profession in your 
State that unless they immediately cease all such practices the executive of 
the Union wil] consider them violators of Mexican constitutional law and 
apply to them the thirty-third article of the constitution as pernicious aliens. 


“MANUEL AGUIRRE BERLANGA, E 
“ Subsceretary of State in Charge of the Department of the Interior. 


Mr. Brown.’ Now. I have here a number of interesting things to 
show you, some of which I have cut out and saved from different 

apers to show the conditions down there. Here is one about the 

urning or attempted burning of the Queretaro Boys’ School, a 
Methodist institution in Queretaro. It is from the Record of Chis- 
tian Work. You can have that if you want it. 


The Crammax. I will ask the reporter to copy this, Tt will be 
marked “ No. 2,” 


The Queretaro Boys’ School fs attached to the American Methodist Mission 
in Mexico, Queretaro, a great Roman Catholic center, has been roughly 
trented by the Carrancistas, who burned confessionals and otherwise showed 
their hatred of Mother Church, When they were compelled to evacuate, Mother 
Church took her revenge, not on the hostile Mexican faction, but upon the 
American mission, A mob, 3,000 strong, shouted, “ Long live religion! Death 
to the Protestants!” broke into the schools, tore organs, benches, and pulpit 
into the street to a bontire, heaped them with armfuls of hooks, Clothing, dishes, 
household linen, and piled shavings and kindlings to fire the building, when, 
presto! a townsman not connected with the mission shot a rifle into the air 
and the whole cowardly pack vanished like coyotes. They abandoned the 
banner which they carried. Ttg staff proved to be the pole of a baldachin 
borne in the Catholic processions of the town and Witnessed to the authoritative 
Inspiration of the proceedings.—Record of Christian Work. 


Mr. Brown. I have here a statement of Rev. A. H. Sutherland, 


dated September 4, 1916, abont the terrible conditions he found there 


when he went down to Queretaro. One is in English and one in Span- 


ish. I have another statement by a missionary down there in 
Mexico—he is still there, so I didn’t mention his name, saying that— 
this was in 1919. 
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Now, I know this man; he has been down there working every day. 
But this came in a private letter. 

The Cuairman. I -will ask that that be copied into the record. 

Missionary in Zapata country says the country is laid waste and untilled 
for six years. Scarcely anything has been raised and that little has been 
stolen. “We would go for miles without seeing anything planted, and when 
we came to the site of a cornfield we knew a town was near, for the people 
did not venture far out of the town. The people are starving almost to death. 
In these parts many of them are merely skeletons.” Some of the towns were 
almost entirely destroyed. 

Mr. Brown. I think it would not be wise to use his name, because 
they would get right after him down there if you did. 

Now, here is an official statement gotten out by the Carranza gov- 
ernment just before I left in regard to the percentage of illiteracy 
throughout Mexico. [Handing paper to chairman.| I would like to 
ask if the reports to Mr. Wilson of Mr. West, Mr. Hopkins, and Mr. 
Lind have ever seen the light of day. 

The CHairman. They have never come under my observation. 
The Senate of the United States requested the reports of the special 
representatives of the President of the United States upon one occa- 
sion, and especially the report of Mr. West, and they were not given 
to the Senate, and so far as I know no Senator and no Congressman 
has ever seen either of the reports you have referred to, nor have they 
ever been published, so far as I am aware. 

Mr. Brown. Now, here is a subject that interests me very much 
[handing large white poster to chairman|. Have you gotten any 
facts and figures on that? Mr. Jenkins and I were good friends 
there for a number of years. 

The CHarrman. Now, Doctor, where did Mr. Jenkins live in the 
United States, do you know? Did you know him before you met 
him in Mexico? 

Mr. Brown. No. 

The Cuairmayxy. What is the character of Mr. Jenkins? 

Mr. Brown. Why. he is one of the most splendid and most 
upright men that I know. He is a man without any bad habits of 
any kind. He is not a Christian in the orthodox or evangelical sense 
at all. His father was a Lutheran minister, but his own personal, — 
private life is largely governed by the moral teachings that he 
received in his father’s home; and the whole family, every one of 
them, are just splendid. I know them all intimately now. And Mr. 
Jenkins sent to me, in order to preserve them, copies of his first 
_ Teports to the chargé (affaires and to the vice consul. He was 
afraid they might not see light if he sent them to the State Depart- 
ment, so he sent them to me to keep for him, and I have them here. 
R Forrest. May I tell Dr. Brown that the reports have seen 
ight? 

Dr. Brown. I think those same reports have since been published. 

Mr. Forrest. They have been published in the New York Tribune 
as an interview with Jenkins, using the same wording as you have 
there, exactly. 

Dr. Brown. Yes: I think I saw that somewhere. that they had 
been published. He asked me to keep them as confidential, so I 
never turned them over to the newspapers at all. 
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Mr. Forresr. Yes; he did the same thing with me, but he allowed 
me to print them in another form. 

Dr. Brown. Now, there is another thing that I wanted to bring 
before the committee, and that is the utter violation of the United 
States consulate and the threatened shooting of Mr. Jenkins at 
another time. 

The Cuarrman. No; we have no evidence about it. 

Mr. Brown. Well, you see, the Carrancistas came into Puebla, and 
the people didn't like them and didn't want them, and they didn’t. 
receive them nicely. Gov. Cos was the governor, and he was just 
a man of the lower class who had been thrown up by the fortunes 
of the revolution to occupy the place of governor, and his wife 
was a common woman, and the aristocracy of Puebla would not re- 
ceive them into their homes nor invite them to their social func- 
tions, and that made Cos so mad that he said, well, he would retire 
from the city and show the people of Puebla what it meant to fall 
in the hands of bandits; then he would come back and take the city 
by blood and fire, and they would receive him then with open arms. 
And he did retire from the city, and the Zapatistas and the Villistas 
came in, and they were there for 20 days. I had some very interest- 
ing experiences at that time. Well. as soon as the Zapatistas came 
into town an ex-Federal general took command of them and es- 
tablished order by noon. By 10 o'clock they had fine order in the 
city, and everything was just like it was in the days of Diaz. We 
walked around the streets, and the people were so happy and con- 
tented that they made a voluntary offering of quite a large sum of 
money to pay the Zapatista troops, in place of loot, and for 20 days 
everything went just lovely in the city. 

Then, one morning we woke up and Cos was madder than ever, 
and he demanded the surrender of the city. Well, just at that time 
was when the division between Zapata and Villa happened, and the 
Villista troops withdrew the day before, leaving the Zapatistas, 
and when the Carrancistas came they had been strengthened by 
this time by having the United States return Vera Cruz to them, 
and they came up there and attacked the city. The consulate was 
in the house of Jenkins, the same place it is now. When Cos first 
came into the city he did that thing which the Carrancistas have 
been trying to do ever since—disarm the entire population. He 
issued a decree saying that anvone found with arms or ammunition 
in his possession would be shot, and that they would begin a search 
and seizure of all houses. Well. all of us Americans that were there 
were more or less armed, and some of them became alarmed, and 
finally we went to see (Giov. Cos and asked him for permission to— 
we said if we would give up our arms we would never get them 
back. Let us place them in the American consulate, where they 
will be safe, and where you know we will not be using them against. 
the revolution, and he consented. For instance, my wife was ner- 
vous, and T had a little .22 rifle and a beautiful Marlin shotgun 
repeater, and she asked me to take those over there. 

I took them over, but I kept my revolvers; and different Ameri- 
cans in the city took their guns—one or two of the men had collec- 
tions of those antique fowling pieces and old blunderbusses of ancient 
times and they took them over there, and some had high-power rifles, 
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and a good many of them took th-m over there and left them in the 
consulate, and they were put away in one of the rooms. When the 
Zapatistas were driven out and the Carrancistas came back in, the 
fighting took place around the corner upon which Jenkins’s factory 
is located, cd they were shooting around both sides. The Carran- 
cistas were trapped there in front of the factory, and 27 were killed 
by the Zapatistas, who then retired. Well, when the Zapatistas had 
retired the Carrancistas came in and accused the factory hands, and 
especially Mr. Jenkins, of firing on them. They said he had a rapid- 
fire gun upon the roof. And so they seized him because the general 
had said that any snipers would be executed immediately without 
further orders. They carried him across into a vacant lot and stood 
him up in front of a wall and were about to shoot him when one of 
the officers told the soldiers that they should not do it because he was 
the American consul. So they carried him off to the Palace of 
Justice, and there he was confined all afternoon. _ 

In the afternoon he was taken out by a squad of soldiers, taken 
downstairs and stood up before a stone pillar in the patio, and they 
had their guns pointed at him, when a general sent by Gen. Cos to 
liberate him, came in and stopped the execution, or he would have 
been executed right there. As it was they kicked him and spat on 
him and pounded him with the butt ends of their guns and took him 
back up into the cell, but he was relea:cd presently at the instance 
of the German, French, English, and Spanish consuls, who went to 
see Gen. Cos and insisted that he be released; and they telephoned 
over to me, and as soon as I heard that I went right over there, or 
just as soon the fighting stopped at noon, 1 went right over there and 
took Mr. Jenkins’s daughters over to my house; then I went back to 
stay with Mrs. Jenkins, because I was a very intimate friend, and 
while I was there, just after I had returned the second time, a squad 
of soldiers knocked at the door. I went out and said, “ What do you 
want?” They said, “We come to search this place.” They had al- 
ready been about five searching parties in there, and they had gone 
right into the consulate and carried off all of these arms and am- 
munition that were there, these old blunderbusses and old revolvers, 
these old-fashioned guns that have a flintlock on them, and every- 
thing of that kind—carried off every single thing. 

Then this squad came. They said they came to find the consul, 
and grabbed hold of me, but I persuaded them I was not the consul; 
so they said they came to search. I said, “ Well, where is your 
search warrant?” They said, “This is our warrant,” and they 
tapped their guns and pointed them at me. So I said all right, I 
couldn’t keep them out: and a fellow says, “ Now. show me where 
the rapid-fire gun is. We want that rapid-fire gun.” “ Well,” I said, 
“there is no rapid-fire gun here.” I said, “If you can find a rapid- 
fire gun, I will give you 1,000,000 rounds of ammunition, if you can 
find a rapid-fire gun in this place anywhere.” Then they grabbed 
hold of me, one on each side, and said, “ Give us the ammunition.” 
“Well,” I said, “you find the gun and I will give you the am- 
munition,” or, I says, “If you will find one round of ammuni- 
tion for a rapid-fire gun on this place “—and it was a great big 
factory —* I will find the gun for you.” “ Well, find the gun.” And 
they threatened me in every way. “ Well,” I said, “but there is 
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TESTIMONY OF MR. HENRY W. KELLER. 


(Sworn by the secretary.) 

The Secretary. Your full name, please? 

Mr. Kerer. Henry W. Keller. 

The Cusirmax. Where do you live? 

Mr. Kerer. In the city of Los Angeles. 

The Ciamaan, Are you a citizen of the United States? 

Mr. KELLER. I am. 

The Chairman. Of what State are you a native? 

Mr. Kerer. Of California. 

The Cnairmax. What is vour business? 

Mr. Kenrer. I am a land owner, farmer, and real estate man. 

The Cuamnan, Have vou at any time been interested or engaged 
in business in the Republic of Mexico or any portion of it? 

Mr. Wester. I have. 

The Cuaimman. Where was the place of your business there and 
in what did your interest consist? 

Mr. Kenner. In the northern district of Lower California. 

The CHainmanx. When did you become interested there? 

Mr. Kerer. In 1911. 

The Cusirmax. What was the nature of your interest? 

Mr. Kenner. We formed a corporation under the laws of the 
State of California, protocolized the articles of incorporation in the 
Mexican courts at Ensenada, which permitted us, under the Mexican 
laws then existing, to transact business in Mexico, own lands, and, 
in fact, entitled us to all of the privileges of Mexican citizens 
excepting the right of franchise. 

The Cusimas. How far were your holdings from the interna- 
tional border? 

Mr. Ketier. We have one strip of land, containing a thousand 
hectares, which adjoins the American boundary line, with the excep- 
tion only of some 60 or TO yards which, under the laws of Mexico, 1s 
reserved unto the Mexican Government. 

The Cuairmax. What was the capital stock of vour company, 
paid in? 

Mr. Kener. $80,000, originally, and it has since been increased to 
$116,000. 

The Cramman. Where was that stock held—by whom? I don’t 
mean the individual names. 

Mr. Kenier. No: but it was held mostly by prominent people here 
in Los Angeles. The property acquired was acquired because of its 
agricultural value and also for recreation purposes. There are some 
99 stockholders in the company. 

The Cuairmax. And are you in possession of that property now, 
or is your company ? 

Mr. Kerer. We are in uncertain possession of it. 

The CirairmMax. What is the character of your possession ? 

Mr. Ketter. We have employees on the various properties, and 
caretakers there, but as early as 1916 Gov. Cantu, at that time de 
facto governor of the northern district of lower California, issued 
a proclamation which was known as the “ hacienda remuenda,” which 
provided for the establishment of military colonies on Government 
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and vacant lands. Of course, so far as Government lands were con- 
cerned, they had a right to enter upon them, but the protocol itself 
provided that upon entering upon vacant lands privately owned an 
arrangement should be made with the owners, and a contract of lease 
drawn up by the judge residing in that particular district where the 
property was situate. In our case thev failed to carry out that latter 
provision, and as soon as we were notified that a military colony had 
been established on one of our properties, first, we immediately sent 
our attorney to call upon Gov. Cantu and ask him why he located 
upon our lands, and he said if he was upon our lands it was through 
error. But within a few months he moved his colony from the edge 
of the ranch to the very center of it and proceeded to till the land, 
erect farm buildings and fences, etc.; and that condition has continued 
up to a short time ago, the difference now being only that after in- 
viting settlers, squatters on the property, Gov. Cantu finally in- 
formed the American consul, Mr. Boyle at Mexicali, that he had no 
further claim to the property; that he had turned it over to the de- 
partment of fomento of Mexico. 

The Cuarrman. That is, the department of fomento of the Car- 
ranza or central government of Mexico? 

es. It corresponds to our Department of the In- 
terior. 

The Cuarrman. Then he recognizes the jurisdiction of the Mexican 
Government in some respects in lower California ? 

Mr. Kerer. Well, I think he was pressed by the Department of 
State to give a valid reason for his occupation of the lands, and I 
think the situation was becoming embarrassing to him, and that he 
turned the burden over to the department of fomento. 

The Caarrman. He was pressed by the Department of State of 
the United States, you mean? | l 

Mr. Kenzer. Yes, sir; or by our consul at Mexicali, Mr. Boyle. 

The Cuarr{max. Then your company had, of its own motion, made a 
protest to our Government, had it? 

Mr. Kerer. The procedure was this: In 1916, as soon as we found 
that Gov. Cantu’s occupation was not temporary but permanent, 
we addressed a protest to him, and copies of all of these protests are 
on file in the Department of State at Washington, and Gov. Cantu 
replied that if we felt ourselves aggrieved the courts were open 
to us and we had but to present our claims there; that the procedure 
was simple. But for the information of this committee I want to say 
that the law of Mexico provides that courts and judges of courts 
shall be appointed by the Congress of Mexico and not by the Gov- 
ernors of the respective States, and those courts were subsequently de- 
clared illegal. and to-day there are legal courts in the northern dis- 
trict of lower California which have been appointed by the Federal 
Congress at Mexico City. 

The Ciraimman. That is, those courts are now legal, having been 
provided for by the congress betause of the status of lower Cali- 
fornia. That is. it is a Territory and not a State? 

Mr. Kener. Exactly. We did not wish to avail ourselves of the 
Mexican courts because we knew that they were illegal and that anv 
judgment they might render, whether for or against us, would be de- 
clared invalid subsequently when the legal courts were established. 
We then had an opportunity of having our protest carried to Mexico 
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City by a gentleman and a friend of ours who was going to Mexico 
City on business, and our protest to President Carranza was pre- 
sented to him in person, and he deprecated the actions of Mr. Cantu, 
but no action was taken by him, and the correspondence which I have 
here shows that subsequently he declared that the lands were public 
lands and that we had no title to them. 

The CHamrman. Carranza? 

Mr. KELLER. Carranza; yes, sir. 

The CHairman. How did he make that declaration ? 

Mr. Krier. The declaration was made through our chargé 
d'affaires in 

The Crairman. He simply wrote a letter? 

Mr. Kerer. He simply wrote a letter to our chargé d'affaires, Mr. 
Summerlin, in Mexico City, and Mr. Summerlin transmitted that to 
Mr. Lansing and Mr. Lansing in turn sent us a copy, which I have. 

The CHARMAN. Yes; I should have worded my question a little 
differently. His declaration, then, was simply bv a letter? 

Mr. Kerer. Yes, sir. 

The Cratrman. And not by any proceedings of any kind to ascer- 
tain whether the land was then public or private? 

Mr. KELLER. No, sir. 

The Cuamman. Now, Gov. Cantu was himself addressed upon the 
subject by the State Department through our consul? 

Mr. Kerer. Yes, sir. Through a personal interview, and then, 
after making the protests to Mr. Cantu and Mr. Carranza, and re- 
ceiving no relief, we protested to the State Department, to Mr. Lan- 
sing, under date of December, 1918. We waited until the conclusion | 
of the war before bothering our State Department with our affairs. 
Then Mr. Lansing instructed us to place before the American consul, 
Mr. Boyle. all of our titles, organization papers, and everything 
yertaining to the company, and after such examination was made by 

fr. Bovle, the State Department, as evidence by the letters I have 
here, reported that our contentions were fully sustained, both as to 
the title and as to the steps that we had taken with reference to the 
occupation of our lands. 

The Cramman. And our State Department. from the evidence 
presented by vou. held that your title to the lands was good ? 

Mr. KeLLer. Yes, sir. 

The Cirarwan, Mr. Cantu “ passed the buck” to Carranza? 

Mr. Ketter. Yes, sir; exactly. 

The Crairmanx. Carranza wrote a letter in which he said that the. 
lands were public lands, as I understand. 

Mr. KELLER. Yes. 

The Cuairman. And in the meantime vou have not had possession 
of the lands restored to you? 

Mr. Kerer. No. sir. Our correspondence with the State De- 
partment has run over a period of about two years now, and we are no 
further along than when we started. After the State Department 
had satisfied themselves that our claims were just and that our titles 
were perfect, since Carranza declared that our titles were not good, 
the State Department is now examining our chain of titles again, 
so we are starting from where we first started some two years ago. 

The CrairMax. Have vou the date of the letter from the State 
Department of the United States with reference to vour titles? 
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Mr. Ketter (producing copy). The date of that letter was April 
96, 1919. , 

The CuarrMan. Is there any identifying mark or number upon 
the letter ? 

Mr. Kerer. The identifying mark is “ S0312. 115545166." 

The CuairmMan. You have no objection to this committee aie 
ing a copy of that letter from the State Department? 

Mr. KELLER. No, sir; not at all. The substance of that letter is: 

In reply you are informed that the department has recently received from 
the American consul at Mexicali a report from which it appeurs that the allega 


tions heretofore made by your company as to the occupaney of a portion of 
your lands by Cantu are correct. 


The Cuairman. Anv of this correspondence touching this matter 
which is in the archives of the State Department, as I understand you, 
the committee is at liberty to obtain from the department ? 

Mr. Ketter. Yes, sir; or anything else. 

The Cuatrman, I ask this question because the committee might 
desire to obtain the correspondence npon its return to Washington. 
and it being in reference to a private matter we want to show the 
department that we have the consent of the parties interested. 

Mr. Kerer. You have that consent, Senator. 

The CHairMan. Then it will not be necessary to embody in our 
record of these proceedings the copies of this corr espondence, as we 
can get the copies at Washington. 

What have been the damages which your company has sustained, 
approximately, with reference to this property £ 

Mr. Kerer. We have never set up any claim, Senator, or filed any 
claim with onr Government, because our injuries have not been very 
great. During the occupancy of the military colony, so called, we 
had offers of as high as $10,000 for the pasturage on the property, 
which we were unable to accept because of the occupancy of the 
Cantu forces, and the number of settlers which had settled on the 
ranch at the invitation of Gov. Cantu. 

The CuatrmMax. Some of these settlers vet remain upon the prop- 
erty. do they? 

Mr. Kernrer. They do. The last information we have on the sub- 
ject is that the Department of Fomento has finally received orders, 
or at least the local representatives in Tia Juana has received orders, 
to confiscate all of our properties. 

The Cnammax. That is what I was leading up to. 

Mr. Kruner. Yes. And we are also reliably informed that it is 
their intention to put a surveyor at work on the property at once 
and parcel it out and distribute it among-— 

The Cuarrman. As I understand. Mr. Carranza has declared that 
it is public lind ? 

Mr. KELLER. Yes, sir. 

The Carman. And now he is proceeding against it, or authoriz- 
ing procedure against it, under the section of the constitution of 1917 
with reference to the boundary? 

Mr. Kerer. Well. that claim would not lie, because an examination 
of our chain of titles will show that in each instance our predecessors 
in interest obtained permission from the Mexican Central Government 
to acquire these lands within this prohibited zone, so called. 

The CuHairman. Then upon what ground is the proceedings to 
confiscate based, if not upon that clause of the constitution? 


» 
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Mr. Kerer. I think under section 27 of the constitution of May, 
1917. 

The Cuatrmayx. Well, that is what I refer to. 

Mr. Ketter. Yes. But the constitution of May, 1917, article 27 
provides that lands which were acquired from the (Government by 
concession, or through Government contracts, and lands acquired 
up to 1876, can be, by order of the President abrogated. But our 
lands do not fall under that category. The San Isidro ranch, for 
instance, was set aside through the Locas brothers in 1833, and the 
Governor of California confirmed the title in 1840, and Benito 
Juarez issued a patent in 1861. So that they were never Grovernment 
lands, never concessions, nor contracts with the Government. 

The Cuairman. Now, Mr. Keller, have you received any revenue 
from this property at all? 

Mr. Kriier. No, sir. That is, the revenue that we have received 
has been very nominal. We have every year planted a certain 
amount of grain for the horses we had on the property, but about 
a year ago Mr. Cantu took our field away and cultivated it himself, 
so that we have not been able to do anything, and are afraid to do 
anything. | 

he CHAIRMAN. You could have derived, however, revenue, you 
say, to the amount of $10,000 per annum for the grazing privi- 
leges? 

Ir. Ketter. We had that offer, yes. - | 

The Crairman. And you had cultivated fields from which you 
had expected to derive revenue? | 

Mr. Kenier. Yes, sir; and we had many offers from the local 
people there, and especially from the Russian colony, to rent these 
lands on shares at various times, and none of those offers were we 
permitted to avail ourselves of. 

The Cuatrman. Then if you eventually secure possession of your 
lands, and are enabled to handle the same, the only damage which 
will have been incurred would be the deprivation of the use of the 
lands and the revenue therefrom for the time they have been with- 
held from you? 

Mr. Kerer. That is true. 

The Cuatrman. And up to the present time what is that—the 
leneth of time? 

Mr. Krerrrr. They have occupied our land since 1916. 

The CHammanx, And you have not, as vet, filed any elaim with 
the State Department of the United States? 

Mr. Kerer. I have not: no, sir. 

The Ciaran. It would appear to the chairman of the committee 
that vou might seriously consider the question of filing a claim at an 
early date fixing your damages at such amount as vou can reasonably 
establish them to be; heeause if the matter is to be taken up diplo- 
matically with reference to the titles, the growing annual damages 
might have seme influence in the matter of the claim. I can say to 
you, however, that this Government is not at present presenting claims 
for damages to the Mexican claims commission. and has advised 
American citizens not to present their claims to the claims commis- 
sion. but is filing the claims away in the archives at Washington for 
future action. 

Now. is there any further statement that vou desire to make? Tf so, 
you may continue. 
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Mr. Ketter. I would like, Senator Fall, to read one letter which 
sets forth the procedure of the Mexican Government and their claims 
as presented by their Mr. Medina to our chargé d'affaires, Mr. Sum- 
merlin, in Mexico City, and after I had received a copy of Mr. Me- 
dina’s letter, or a translation of it, we wrote the department, and I 
ask to read this letter because it sets forth our position with reference 
to the whole matter that I have testified to this morning. 

The Cuatrman. Do you prefer to read it, or shall we have it em- 
bodied in the record? 

Mr. Kerer. It may be embodied in the record. I don’t want to 
take up the time of the committee in reading it. 

The Cuairman. I presume it is along the line of the statement you 
have made here? 

Mr. Ketter. Yes. Some of the fallacies of the contention of the 
Mexican Government with reference to our lands being national or 
vacant. lands. " 

(The letter above referred to is as follows:) 


DECEMBER 30, 1919. 
Hon. AtvEy A. ADEE, 
Second Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 


Sm: We ure in receipt of your communication of December 16. advising us 
that our letter of November 26, 1919, had been forwarded to our consul at 
Mexicali for his comment. 

We are also in receipt of your communication of December 17, in which is 
inclosed copy of letter of George T. Summerlin, chargé d'affaires, transmitting 
“copy of a communication of H. Medina, subsecretury of state of foreign affairs 
and addressed to George T. Summerlin. It is to the allegations and misstate- 
ments and omissions of Mr. Medina, the Mexican subsecretary, that we particu- 
larly wish to address ourselves. 

Mr. Medina says that * the competent authorities report that the San Ysidro 
Ranch Co. asked the Department of Agriculture and Fomento to contirm the 
validity of various titles covering portions of lands acquired by said company, 
named ‘Fl Moro,’ EL Refugio,’ * Peso del Encino’ Land and House in the 
Carrizo Ranch and the Frontier Strip, and the matter being submitted to the 
President of the Republie, this high official saw fit fo decide that the petition 
should not be granted, in view of the fact that the titles presented for con- 
firmation thereof have all the defects of capacity, form. and essence necessary 
to legitimize the acquisition of public property and especially waste lands, and 
therefore are not proper for the purpose.” 

This company never asked the Mexican Gover ment or any of its departments 
to confirm the validity of our titles. We Knew before we purchased and paid 
for these lands the condition of the titles of the various ranchos. Competent 
attorneys had passed upon them for us and when our deeds were protocolized 
the Mexican courts, in conformity with Mexican legal procedure, admitted the 
validity of our titles and placed us in possession. 

About a year ago the Department of Fomento appointed a conmuission to 
examine into the title of Jands privately held in Lower California. and this 
company, in common with other land holders, was ordered to submit its titles, 
with which order we complied. We were also advised by a member of this 
Mexican commission that our titles were fow d to be perfect, and the commis- 
sion so reported to the Department of Agriculture. 

We particularly wish to call your attention to the omission from the list of 
Properties enumerated by Mr. Medina and owned by this company, of the San 
Ysidro Rancho, from which property this company derived ifs name. 'Fhis is 
our largest tudividual holding and has been in our possession and that of our 
predecessors in interest for ahnost a century. The grant or patent having been 
signed by Benito Juarez, Mexico's first President. 

You will observe, Mr. Secretary, from cur previous communications, that our 
thief cause of complaint was that the San Ysidro had been taken from us and 
was occupied, farmed, and pastured by a Mexican military colony. We have 
never been dispossessed of the properties mentioned by Mr. Medina, and we 
never knew until this momert that the Mexican Government claimed these 
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other properties adversely to us. It is certain that all these lands, including the 
San Ysidro Rancho, are assessed to us, and the Central Mexican Government 
and the local government of Lower California collect and receipt for taxes which 
we annually pay. Jn short, the only property of which we have been actually 
dispossessed is the very property which the Mexican Government, by indirection 
at least, admits the validity of our title. 

We purchased all these properties with American gold, our articles of 
incorporation were accepted and filed in the Mexiean courts of proper jurisdic- 
tion, the purchases were made with the knowledge and consent of the Mexican 
Governinent, and it was legal under Mexican Jaws for us to acquire and hold 
these lands at the time they were purchased. The constitution of May, 1917, 
with its retroactive Article XXVII, had not its birth when these purchases 
were made originally in 1910. 

What jurisdiction and under what law, unless it be by virtue of Article 
XXVII of the constitution of May, 1917, had the department of agriculture 
to pass upon the validity of tithe of lands privately owned? 

Mr. Medina says that the President of the Republic decided that our titles 
could not be confirmed because of “defects of capacity ’—whatever that may 
mean—and for the further and more important reason that these lands were 
public property and especially waste lands. From the foregoing recital you 
can judge whethey they fall under either of these categories. 

Prior to the time we appealed to your department for assistance and restitu- 
tion of our properties, we had protested to the governor of Lower California, 
and our protest being ignored, we protested to the Mexican Central Government. 
and our representative presented our protest to President Carranza in private 
audience. This “high official” gravely read the accusations levelled at the 
vovernor of Lower California, and informed our representative that he de- 
precated the acts of Gov, Cantu, but nothing was done by the Central Govern- 
ment to restore the property to its rightful owners. Yet, within a few months, 
and after condemning the actions of Gov. Cantu, he decides that our titles are 
invalid and annexes them to publie domain. 

We are treated to the spectacle of the Mexican President assuming judicial 
powers, and passing upon the titles of lands in Lower California, over which 
territory his temporal control is uncertain, and which acknowledges his 
authority only when it best serves their purpose. 

The question herein involved is not one of title. We know that our titles 
are Valid. and if they were imperfect we would not be found enlisting the 
services of the United States Government to remedy the defects. Your records 
show thousands of cases similar to ours, wherein the Mexican Central Gov- 
ernment, or its agents, by force or by fraud, have despoiled citizens of this 
Republic of their lawful possessiens, 

In conformity with the orders of vour department, we submitted our titles 
and evidence of ownership to the American Consul, Mr. Walter F. Boyle, and 
your department has graciously advised us that Mr. Boyle has confirmed our 
contentions, 

If there be anything further that this company can do to assist your honor- 
able department in this matter, you lave but to command us. 

Respectfully yours, 


PRESIDENT. 

The Cramrman. Are there any other witnesses this morning who 
desire to be heard by the committee at this particular time? 

Due to the facts stated in opening the hearing, and to the further 
fact that the committee has a lot of private investigation which it 1s 
carrying on, there will be no further meeting until to-morrow morn- 
ing at half past 10 o’clock at this room. In the meantime, any per- 
sons who desire to testify are requested to give their names to the 
secretary of the committee at the Van Nuys Hotel, which is the head- 
quarters of the committee and they can there find one member of the 
committee at any time with whom they may have the opportunity of 
consulting before giving testimony. 

The committee will be in recess until half past 10 o'clock to- 
morrow morning. 

(A recess was then taken until Friday, March 19, 1920, at 


10.30 a. m.) 
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SUBCOMMITTEE OF FoREIGN RELATIONS, 
UNITED STATES SENATE. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
The committee met pursuant to adjournment in room D, Chamber 
of Commerce, Los Angeles, Calif., Friday, March 19, 1920, 10.30 a. m. 
Present: Senator Albert B. Fal, chairman; Senator Mark A. 
Smith; Maj. Dan M. Jackson, secretary. 
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TESTIMONY OF MR. ARTHUR THOMSON. 


Witness sworn by the secretary.) 
le SECRETARY. Your name is Arthur Thomson ? 

Mr. THomsox. Yes. 

The CHarrman. Where do you live, Mr. Thomson? 

Mr. Toomson. Los Angeles at the present time. 

The Cuarrman. Are vou a citizen of the United States? 

Mr. Tuomsox. No, sir. I have my first papers, but I am not a 
citizen. 

The Coammanx. Where did you secure your first papers? 

Mr. Toomson. In San Francisco. 

The Cuairman. Of what country are you a native? 

Mr. Tuomson. Australia. 

The Cuamrman. The committee is informed that you desire to 
make a statement, Mr. Thomson, and permission is granted you so 
that you may go ahead with any statement you desire to make. 

Mr. Tuomson. Well, I am not experienced at this; I thought vou 
would like to ask a few questions first of all so that I can get started 
on it. 

The Crrarman. Well, sir, I have asked the only question I have 
to ask at the present time. You can make a statement and then you 
may be interrogated and will have an opportunity to answer specific 
questions. 

Mr. THomsox. Well, it was mainly about this booklet, “ The Con- 
spiracy Against Mexico,” that I wrote some time ago, that there was 
some fuss made about in the press and in the Senate and other places, 
I was accused of being an anarchist by some press representatives. 
I don’t know whether thev got it from Senator Fall or not, but that 
was the impression they led me to believe. And the book, that was 
also charged as being Bolshevik propaganda. There were a couple of 
paragraphs in that that may have led people to believe that it was, 
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and perhaps you could interpret it. in a strict sense. as being Bol 
shevik propaganda, but it was not intended as Bolshevik propa- 
ganda. That was just merely incidental. The whole booklet was 
about Mexico, and what I was writing against was intervention by 
the United States. I wanted to try and show that there was a con- 
spiracy against Mexico by certain interests that had economic in- 
terests in Mexico to bring about intervention, and that was the reason 
I wrote the booklet. It was written entirely on my own initiative. 
The Mexican consulates and embassy in Washington had been ac- 
cused of distributing Bolshevik propaganda. Well, they distributed 
5,000 copies of the book, which I sold them at cost, about 5 cents 
each, which was just the cost of printing alone. I lost on the whole 
proposition, And I published it, due to a little misunderstanding 
with the original publishers, so I lost about eight or nine hundred 
dollars on the whole work, and while of course I believe I had radical 
ideas, people thought that the Mexicans had held the same ideas, 
and I don’t know what Mexicans believed on it. I sold the booklet 
to them—I went to them and asked them if they didn’t want to dis- 
tribute some of these, and they considered the matter and said they 
would, and they took those 5,000 copies that I gave them. I have 
since sold about 2.000 here to some more Mexicans in Los Angeles, 
but I havent gotten any money for them yet. That was about three 
weeks ago. That does not exactly square with the statement made in 
the Los Angeles Examiner here about two days ago, I think it was, 
where it was said there was a slush fund of $8,000,000 in Los Angeles, 
to paint rosy pictures of Mexico. 

Now, I don’t think there is any slush fund of any kind here, for 
several reasons, because I haven’t got paid for those booklets of 
mine, and if there was money here I surely would have been paid for 
those; and then the Mexicans—they call it the Independencia Club, 
a local organization of Mexicans, got out a manifesto or bulletin 
here about a month ago, and I understand the printer has not been 
paid for it yet. So that doesn’t exactly square with the slush fund. 
And then, also, I am told that the Mexican consular officers are about 
the lowest paid of any consular officers in the world. Their pay 
ranges from $90 to $240 a month, the way I am told about it. 

There may be a few other things I would like to say that would 
be brought out by questions. I can't think of very much right now; 
I didn't prepare that way. I thought probably you would start off 
by questions. 

The Cnoairman. Well, the committee issued an open invitation 
to anyone who knew anything about Mexico to appear before it. 
When the committee serves a subpoena on a witness or requests the 
presence of a witness we usually know what the line of examination 
will be, and what we expect to establish by the witness; but in your 
case you requested of the committee an opportunity to be heard, and 
it is granted, cheerfully and gratefully, but we were not prepare 
to proceed any further than to allow you to make any statement 
that you pleased. irrespective of whether it might be in the nature 
of criticism of the committee, or the personnel of the committee, or 
the work of the committee, or of what nature the statement might 
be. We will ask vou some questions, however. 

Mr. THomson, No: I had no criticism, especially, to make of the 
committee. I wanted to clear up a little misunderstanding about 
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that booklet, mainly, that had heen sent around through the press 
all through the country. 

The CHarrman. You have referred to some newspaper report that 
you had been called an anarchist on account of the book which you 
published and to which you have been testifying. Have you seen a 
published or printed copy of the investigation of this committee 
of Mexican affairs containing a partial and ad interim report of the 
committee ? 

Mr. Tuomson. Yes, sir; I have that right here. 

The Cuarrman. Well, you have there exactly what the chairman 
of the committee had to say. | 

Mr. Tuomson. Well, I am not saying you said it, but the press 
representatives said it. The San Francisco Chronicle published it, 
and I went up to the editor and asked to be allowed to contradict it, 
and he didn’t give me much satisfaction. 

The Cirarrman. Well, the committee is very glad to afford you the 
opportunity to make any statement of that kind that you want to 
make publicly. | 

Mr. Tuomson. Of course, it is kind of a serious statement, or it 
was at that time, to call a man an anarchist. They were raiding, and 
all that sort of thing, and I was liable to be picked up with the rest 
of them, and I have done nothing to warrant being called an anarchist. 
I am not an anarchist. I believe in government. 7 

The Crairman. Your purpose in writing that booklet, which is in 
the hands of the committee, as I understand you, was to prevent armed 
intervention by this country in Mexican affairs. 

Mr. THomsox. Yes, sir. That is it exactly. 

The CitarrMAN. You had nothing in view with reference to inter- 
ference by Mexico in the affairs of this country ? 

Mr. Tuomson. No—I didn’t quite get that statement. 

The CHarrman. Well, have you ever thought of what Mexico may 
have done or may be doing or what Mexicans may have done or may 
be doing at this time, with reference to interference in the affairs of 
the United States? 

Mr. TuHomson. Well, I knew nothing about it at that time. There 
may be something like that. I don’t know. Iam not saying there is 
or there isnot. I have no knowledge of it, except what the press says, 
ah it is not very convincing so far, to me, that there is anything like 

at. 

The CuatrMan. How did you arrive at vonr convictions that there 
was in the minds of the American people or anv of them an effort to 
cause this country unwarrantedly to interfere, by arms or otherwise, 
in the affairs of Mexico? 

Mr. THomson. Well, I thought the moneyed interests of this coun- 
try wanted intervention—those that were interested in Mexico. 

The Cuarrman. What method, if any, did you pursue to convince 
yourself of the truth or falsity of that idea? 

Mr. Tuomson. Well, I read—I got those ideas from the press, from 
writers that had been to Mexico, that investigated it, such as 
this man DeBekker that you had up before you at Washington, I 
understand. 

: ane Cramman. Yes; you know we did. You have read his evi- 
ence . 


-~ 
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Mr. Titomson. Yes. 

The CyHarmman. And you know that he was writing for the New 
York Call, do you not? 

Mr. Trtomson. Is that so? I didn’t know that. I think he wrote 
something for the Nation. 

The CuatrmMan. Yes; he wrote something for the Nation, too. 
Now, you obtained from the press and from the writings of such men 
as DeBekker the impression that moneyed interests in the United 
States were sceking to bring about armed intervention in Mexico by 
this country ? 

Mr. Tiuiomson. Yes. From various sources. There may be a few 
others that I can’t recall just now. But that is the wav I got it: ves 

The CuarrMAN. Now, vou have mentioned the name of DeBekker. 
From what other source did vou obtain this idea ? 

Mr. THomson. Well, it seemed to me there was a kind of insidious 
propaganda carried on by the press in this country. 

The CrrairMan. Now, what do vou have reference to? 

Senator Siri. What press? 

Mr. Tuomsox. Well, the Hearst press for one. It is true they 
haven’t done any propaganda within the last couple of months. They 
have been pretty square, it seems to me. 

The CnarkMan. Well, prior to thet time, as a writer, have you re- 
tained any clippings from the press or any articles from the Hearst 
press ? 

Mr. Tuomsox. Yes: I have a few here. I don’t know that I have 
any from the Hearst press. I haven't paid a great deal of attention 
to the Hearst press. Now, there was a statement made in the Los 
Angeles Times a few days ago, a special dispatch from Chicago. where 
Prof. Starr—I suppose von know of him—here it is [producing 
paper]. 

The Cnarmmax. Do you know him? 

Mr. Trromson. No, sır. I do not. 

The Cusimas. Well, I don’t. either; so we break even on that. 

Mr. Trromson. I said “ of him.” 

The Ciaran. I know of him through this very article that 
you refer to. 

Mr. THomson. Well, he wrote it. I saw it up in the Los Angeles 
Library the other day. He has written several. I understand; but he 
is supposed to be a great authority on Mexico. 

The CratrMan. By whom? 

Mr. Tuomsox. Well. by the learned people. They seem to think so. 

The Cuammayn. Well. what learned people? | 

Mr. Tno{msox. The university people. 

The Cnarrmax. Mention any one. 

Mr. Trroomson. This came out of the Chicago University. I suppose 
they do. It says: “ War with Mexico was planned and fixed up at 
the peace conference in Paris. Of this I am positive.” That is a 
pretty serious statement for the Los Angeles Times to print. That 
is a special dispatch. And Prof. Starr was over there, I understand, 
aud he was in with all those men. 

The CHoamman. Now, how do vou understand that he was over 
there? 

Mr. Tuomson. Well, that is what I am led to believe. I am told 


that. 
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The CuairMaNn. Well, who told you? 

Mr. Tuomson. The press. 

The Cuarrman. That article there? 

Mr. THomson. No; this article doesn’t say that. 

The Cuamman. Where did you see any other article? 

Mr. THomson. I saw it some time ago. It was reported in the— 
the Associated Press, I believe, sent it out. I haven’t got a copy 
of it. 

The Cuoairman. That Prof. Starr was over there at the peace table 
in what capacity ? 

Mr. THomson. Over in Paris. 

The Cuarrman. Have you read any of the testimony adduced be- 
fore the Foreign Relations Committee with reference to what went 
on at the peace conference ? 

Mr. Tuosuson. Yes; a little of it. I haven’t studied it. 

The Cuairman. Did you read Secretary Lansing’s statement? 

Mr. TuHomson. I believe I did. 

The Cuarmmax. Do you remember whether the question was asked 
him as to whether Mexico was considered at all, in any way, shape, 
form, or fashion whatsoever, at the peace table? 

Mr. Toomson. Yes; I think he said it was not considered. 

The CHatrman. Yes, sir. Do you remember. whether he was 
asked if he had a talk with any Mexicans there, with De La Barra 
or any others? | 

Mr. Tomson. Yes. I think he replied in the negative. 

The CHarrman. He was the Secretary of State and one of the 
Mexican commissioners. . 

Mr. Tuomson. Yes. | 

The Cramaman. And you doubtless had your attention called to 
the fact that in the invitation extended to other countries to join the 
League of Nations no such invitation was extended to Mexico; have 
vou not? 

Mr. Tuomson. I believe I saw that, too. 

The CHairman. And you take a newspapers statement as to what 
went on around the peace table or at the peace conference against the 
sworn testimony of the Secretary of State of the United States? 

i Mr. Tuomsox. Well, Prof. Starr is a professor, and he ought to 

now—— -à 

The Cuairmanx. Now what is he a professor of? 

Mr. THomson. It says here, anthropology. 

The Cuatrman. What is it? 

The Cuatrman. That is the study of man, I believe. 

The CHairman. Now, that is all you know, Mr. Thomson, about 
Prof. Starr, is it not? Just from what you see there? 

Mr. Toomson. That is all on that matter; yes. 

The Cuamrauan. And still you say that is one of the matters that 
have fixed in your mind the idea that Americans want armed in- 
tervention—that American special interests want armed interven- 
tion—in Mexico; that it was fixed up at the peace table; and 
you take that, and then admit that. you read the evidence under oath 
of the Secretary of State of the United States, that Mexico was not 
even discussed at the peace table, nor in Paris, to his knowledge? 

Mr. THomson. Yes. But I am not saying that that actually took 
place, but I am just quoting that. l 
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The Cuamman. But you quote that approvingly. l 

Mr. THomsox. No: Iam not saying that that proves it. l 

The CHAIRMAN. Well, then, what does prove it to your satisfac- 
tion? 

Mr. THomson, Well, the press propaganda scems to me to prove it. 

The CHAIRMAN. Now, what propaganda do you refer to! That 
is exactly what we were asking you, and you have referred to this 
very article. You have referred also to an article published in the 
Times two or three days ago. 

Mr. Tuomson. Yes. 

The Cnairman, N ow, what is that article that led you to believe 
that? 

Mr. Turowson. Well, this is the article I refer to particularly. 

The Cuamrman. A reproduction of the Starr article? l 

Mr. Tuostson. Yes. But there has been, it seems to me, an In- 
sidious propaganda, if no other propaganda, carried on by the press 
ever since the signing of the armistice. , 

The Cuarmmaxn. W ell, now, let's get down to facts. That is what 
we are here for. What do you refer to? Where and when? 

Mr. Tuomson. All the propaganda carried on by the Hearst press 
for one. 

The CHAIRMAN. Now, you have accused the Hearst press—I am 
not an advocate for the Dearst press, but let us have anything you 
may have there showing that. 

Mr. Tuomsoxn. W ell, there has been so much of it that I haven't 
clipped it. I will admit, though, that for the last couple of months 
the Hearst press has been very square, both on Mexico and Europe, 
and particularly about Russia. 

he Cuamman. Now, let us start back a little bit at the begin- 
ning, then possibly we may lead up to something of value. Do you 
speak Spanish ? : 

Mr. Titomson. No, sir: very little. Just a few phrases. 

The CHairman. How long have you been in this country ? 

Mr. Tuomson. About 10 years. 

The Cuatrman. Where have you lived? 

Mr. THomson. In the East, and in the Middle West, and in the 
Northwest, and in the South, 

The Cuamman. When did you come south. 
`- Mr. Tuomson. In about 1912, I think it was. 

The Cuairman. Where have you lived? 

Mr. Tuomson, I have lived mostly around Los Angeles and south- 
ern California. 

The Carman. What has been your business? 

Mr. Trromson. Electrical engineer. 

i CHarman. Where have you been engaged in your profes- 
sion ? 

Mr. Tomson. Well, I have been engaged in it in different parts 
of the country. 

The Cramsan, I mean here. We are now speaking of your resi- 
dence along the border. My object is to show what you know about 
Mexico and where you got your knowledge of it. That is, frankly, 
the object of the question. 

Mr. THomson. Well, I worked here for the different electrical 
companies here, and I worked for an electrical company in San 
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Francisco during the war. They were operating one of the largest 
power stations there. I worked through the East. I attended North- 
western University for about a year or more, and I worked on the 
side there to pay my way ihrough 

The Cuarmax. Well, I have explained frankly the object of this 
line of questioning. I want to see how you considered yourself quali- 
fied to write a book on Mexico. 

Mr. Toomson. Well, it has been secondhand knowledge about the 
conditions, I will admit. 

The CHatrmanx. Now, it has been secondhand knowledge of the 
conditions. What has been your reading about Mexico? What books 
have you read? | 

Mr. Tuomson. I have read “ The Mexican People,” by de Lara, 
and—_— 

The CHarrMAN. That is Gutierrez de Lara? | d 

Mr. THomsox. Yes, sir. 

The CmarrMaN. You knew he was executed by Gen. Calles, did 
you not? 

Mr. Tuomson,. I knew that. : 

The Cuamrman. You knew Gen. Calles was a socialist, one of the 
original revolutionists in Mexico who established this government ? 

Mr. Toomson,. I didn’t know he was a socialist. 

The CuarrmMan. I think he is now a member of the Carranza Cabi- 
net. You knew that, didn’t you? 

Mr. Tuomson. Yes; but I didn’t know he was a socialist. 

The Cuarrman. All right: we will drop that. You know he is a 
member of the present cabinet of Mexico? 

Mr. Toomson. Yes. 

The CuatrmMan. And you were writing in advocacy of the Mexican 
form of government, as I understand, and no interference with it 
here, based upon the stories of Gutierrez de Lara, and you knew 
he had been executed by this present Mexican Government? 

Mr. Tuomson. Well, I didn’t uphold that. It is reported that he 
has; it has not been proven that he was executed; at least, I didn’t 
see any proof of it. 

The Cnammax. Did you know anythnig of Mr. De Lara? 

Mr. Toomson. Yes. I knew him here in Los Angeles. 

The Cuairman. Oh, you knew him here? 

Mr. Tuomson. Yes. 

The Cuyamrman. You knew he was a socialist, didn’t you? 

Mr. Tuomson. Yes: I knew that. 

The CHairman. You knew that he was with Francisco I. Madero, 
jr., at the battle of Casas Grandes, did vou not? 

Mr. Toomson. Yes; I understand he was a captain under Madero. 

The CnratrMan. Do you know what part he played in that battle? 

Mr. THomson. No. 

The Cuarrman. You don’t know that he ran off and left Madero 
to be attacked in the rear by Col. Telles when those men were doing 
the fighting for Madero, because Gutierrez de Lara left? You didn’t 
know that? . 

Mr. Tuomson. No; I didn’t know that. 

The Cuarrman. You don’t know that Mr. Gutierrez de Lara, a 
captain there to fight for the holy cause of the revolution, explained 
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to Mr. Madero when he was questioned as to why he allowed the 
Telles forces in the rear that he could not kill a fellow man, that 
he could not pluck a flower? 

Mr. THouson. I didn’t know that. 

The Cuairman. Then, if those happen to be the facts they would 
have been interesting for you to know before relying on Gutierrez 
de Lara as a correct historian ? 

Mr. THomson. Well, I just took what he wrote. I don’t say that 
I upheld all the personal views of Mr. De Lara, but just what he 
wrote is what I went by. I have quoted many books in there, but 
I don’t agree, probably, with all they say. I read John Kenneth 
Turner’s Barbarous Mexico. 

i The Cuarrman. Yes; written in collaboration with Gutierrez de 
aara? 

Mr. Tuomson. Yes; he went through Mexico with Gutierrez de 
Lara. 

The Cnarrman, Gutierrez de Lara—this same man? 

Mr. Tuomson. But John Kenneth Turner's book has been upheld 
by other writers; at least a lot of it. 

The Cuairman. Well, by whom? 

Mr. Tuomson. By rica and Frost, for two. 

The Cuarrman. Who are thev ? 

Mr. Tuomson. They are two Englishmen that went through Yuca- 
tan. And it has also been upheld by a correspondent of the London 
Times, Henry Baerlin, in Mexico, the Land of Unrest, I believe 
it is, 

The Cuamman. The object of my questions, Mr. Thomson, bear 
in mind, is to display your knowledge of Mexico. 

Mr. Tomson. Yes; I understand that. 

The Crrairman. I am not criticizing Mr. Turner, Mr. De La 
or anyone else. That is not the purpose of this committee. But 
am simply trying to draw out from you upon what you based your 
information. 

Mr. Tromson. Yes; I understand that perfectly. 

The Cuarrman. Have you ever read a history of Mexico? 

Mr. THomson. Yes; I have read Bancroft’s historv. 

The Crarrman. What did you learn as to the history of Mexico, 
as to revolutionary troubles, and so forth, and disturbances, and in- 
ternal and foreign conflicts prior to the vear 1877? 

Mr. THomson. What books I went by? : 

The Crarrman. You said you read Bancroft’s History of Mexico. 
I said, from such reading, from Bancroft’s history, or any other 
authority, what do you know about Mexican conditions prior to 
the year 1877? 

Mr. THomson. That was prior to when Diaz—_ 

The Cuarrman. Well, I put the year as 1877, a year or more prior 
to the recognition of Gen. Porfirio Diaz as President of Mexico by 
the United States of America. 

Mr. Tromson. Well, Juarez was in power then, and I understand 
Mexico was—— 

The CHAIRMAN. Juarez was in power when? 

Mr. Tromson. Well, some time between 1867 and 1876, when the 
agrarian democracy held Mexico. 
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The Cuairman. What was the agrarian democracy that you re- 
fer to? 

Mr. Tuomson. Well, that was when Mexico had a sort of demo- 
cratic rule of the land. 7 

The CiarrmMax, Was that prior to the time of Juarez or subse- 

uent? 
i Mr. Tuo{msox. No; during the time of Juarez. From 1867 to 1876. 

The Cuainwan. Now, from what source did you learn that? 

Mr. Tuomson, Well, I gathered it from reading various books, 

The Cuarrman. Well, what books? 

Mr. Toomson. Bancroft’s and that book or De Lara’s on “ Mexican 
People.” and from Gustavo Paz—his book on Juarez. I don’t recall 
any others. 

The Cuarrman. What was the form that this agrarian democracy 
took in Mexico ? 

Mr. Tuomson. Well, they established the constitution of 1857. 
That was their basis. 

The CHarrMan. The advocacy of the constitution of 1857 is not 
what you were writing about in this pamphlet, is 1t ? 

Mr. Tuomson. Well, I just spoke of that incidentally. 

The CHatrrman. But De Lara and the others do not quote it 
approvingly, do they—the constitution of 1857 and the reform laws? 

Mr. THomson. Quote it to prove which? 

The Cuarrman. Do any of the writers you have been taking your 
information from, De Lara, Kenneth Turner, Paz, or anyone else, 
approve the constitution of 1857? 

Mr. Tuomson. Yes; De Lara does. „| 

The CuHairman. He does? 

Mr. Tuomson. I think he does. I am pretty sure he does. 

The Crairman. And would you be able, do you think, to recall 
where he approves it in his writing? 

Mr. Tnomson. Through the chapter on the constitution of 1857 
in his book. 

The Cuarrman. And that is what he calls the agrarian government 
of Juarez? 

Mr. Tuomson. I presume that is what it is. 

The Cuairman. Now, do you know anything about what the con- 
stitution of 1857 provided ? 

Mr. Tuomson. It was quite a radical constitution. It hit property 
pretty hard, I believe. 

The CHatrman. What property? 

Mr. Tnomson. Well, the property of the large Jandowners and 
the Catholie Church. | 

The Cuamman. Was there anything in the book or in the consti- 
tution with reference to the property of large landowners? 

Mr. Tuosson. I think there was. 

The Cnarrman. Now, Mr. Thomson, I advise you to read some- 
thing about it, and to read the constitution itself. 

Mr. THomson. Well, I have read the constitution itself, only off- 
handedly I can’t recall those things. I think I have got a copy of 
1t somewhere. 

The Cuairman. Well, then if you have read it, possibly I can 
refresh your recollection. The constitution and the reform laws 
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passed under the constitution provide for the confiscation of all of 
the real estate of the Catholic Church of Mexico. 

Mr. Triomson. Yes; that is true. 

The Cuairmax. That was done. The constitution and the reform 
laws also provided for taking from the States and municipalities the 
pubhe lands, did it not? 

Mr. Tomson. You mean the communal grants, what they call the 
“ejidos”? Is that what vou refer to? 

The Cuammax. Well, I am afraid we can not get anywhere unless 
either you or I are better informed as to what “ejidos” mean. 

Mr. Tromson. Well, I dont understand vour question, then. 

The Cuamrman. Do you know what a municipality is in Mexico 
to-day ? 

Mr. Tromson, Well. T suppose it is similar to other municipali- 
ties. 

The Ciaran. Well, what? How? 

Mr. Tuo{msox. Well, they have a city government, I presume. It 
may not be exactly the same as American city governments. They 
have what they call-—how do you pronounce that wor d—jefe politico. 

The Cuamman. A jefe politico of a municipality ? 

Mr. Thomson. Yes: vou see J was not writing about those things: 
I was writing about the social and economic relations. 

The Ciramwanx. No; but vou were writing about the reform laws, 
too. You were talking about the reform laws and about what was 
done by the Juarez government with reference to the lands, and how 
this was an agrarian government, as vou call it. 

Mr. Titomsonx. Yes. " 

The Cnairman., Now, was that changed by Diaz in any way, 
shape, form, or fashion, or by the Congress during the Diaz adminis- 
tration? 

Mr. Trromsosx, I don’t think the constitution of 1857 was lived 
up to by Diaz. 

The CHAIRMAN. Well, was the practice inaugurated by Jnarez 
under this agrarian rule that vou speak of with reference to the lands 
of Mexico changed in any way by the laws or acts under the Diaz 
administration ? 

Mr. Tno{Įmsox. Yes. Diaz. as I have it, confiscated or evicted 
something like 2.000.000 small farmers from their land and gave It 
over to the large landowners. 

The Cunasirmax. Where did vou get that ? 

Mr. Trromsonx, Well. T have seen quite a number of writers— 
those books I quoted before nearly all refer to that in one form or 
another. 

The Cratrmanx. Do you know where thev obtained their informa- 
tion? 

Mr. Tromsox. No: T dont kuow where they got it. I suppose 
from records and observation. 

The Ciramauan. Now, Mr. Thomson, it is certainly no part of the 
duty of any member of this committee to correct errors that you 
mav entertain with reference to Mexico. 

Mr. Tomson, Well if I have got any wrong views, I am quite 
willing to be shown. I want to tell the truth. I am not trving to 
take any stand with reference to any part of the Mexican Govern- 
ment or anyone else: I am just trving to tell the right thing to 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 2103 


revent a war with Mexico. My motives are purely humanitarian. 

have no other reason for writing that book or doing that work. 

The Cuarrman. And you thought you were serving the interests 
of humanity in writing the book? 

Mr. Tnomson. That is what I thought. 

The Cuatrman. Based upon such information as you have inti- 
mated to the committee you had received from other sources? 

Mr. THomson. Yes, sir; that is what I thought. 

The Cuarrman. Did you ever understand that under the Diaz 
government any of the property taken under the reform laws was 
restored to the Catholic Church? 

Mr. Tuoomsox. Why, I believe Diaz restored a large amount of 
land to the Catholic Church. 

The CyatrMan. Well, you don’t know anything about it. I am 
compelled to say that because your sources of information are en- 
tirely incorrect, and I do not care to go into the history of it; I 
haven't the time; but I advise vou to inform yourself from the proper 
sources. You can get the information. 

Mr. THomson. Well, the Catholics themselves—I have read some 
Catholic statements themselves, written by Catholics themselves, that 
kind of follows that out. 

The Coarrman. Well, of course, we will not be able to get any- 
where, because, as I say, it is not the business, nor is it the purpose 
of the committee to undertake to deliver a lecture on Mexican his- 
tory and the execution of the laws in Mexico. I may say, shortly, 
to you that there had been much scandal and oppression in connec- 
tion with the handling of the lands by municipalities—and “ munici- 
pality ” in Mexico is not what vou understand by municipality at 
all. It is not governed, either, by a jefe politico. A jefe politico 
is in charge of a certain district, the execution of certain laws in 
that district. The municipalities have their own local officers, and 
thev do not necessarily. by any means, consist of simplv one town, 
with its boundaries fixed, but also of a subdistrict that mav have 
several towns in it that may have a jefe politico. Now, if you will 
go into the history of any of the communal grants in Mexico made 
or confirmed by Benito Juarez vou will find they are existing under 

the same procedure exactly to-day, with the same lines marked out 
_ that were marked out by Benito Juarez when those people enabled 
him to overcome the French, when he was an exile at El Paso, Tex. 

Mr. Tomson. Yes: I understand that is true, too. But there are 
certain pretty good reasons for that. 

The CuairmMan. Well, I will be glad to have them. 

Mr. Tuomsox. Well, I blame the United States Government for it. 

The Cuatrman. For what? 

Mr. Tuomson: For a lot of the conditions in Mexico to-day. 

The. Cuarrman. What condition ? 

Mr. Toomson. Well, Wilson has protested and threatened when- 
ever the Carranza Government contemplated putting into effect any 
of the reforms of the revolution. 

The Cuarrman. Now we are getting down to it. The constitu- 
tion of 1917 restores the old conditions which you have been saying 
Gutierrez de Lara and other writers there protested against as 
having established this agrarian government under the constitution 
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The CHairmMan. Then, how could the United States protest against 
the law? 

Mr. Tuomson. It protested against putting into effect that consti- 
tution. 

The Cuarrman. How putting it into effect? We are getting down 
to it. I am in hopes you will have a little different a of things 
when you leave here. I don’t know that you will. 

Mr. Tuomson. Well, I guess we don’t quite understand each other. 
That is the main trouble. 

The CuHarrMan. I don’t think we do, because I think vou are look- 
ing at it from one standpoint and I from another. 

Mr. Trromson. That is quite likely. 

The Cuamman. In the United States the President can not put a 
constitutional provision into effect; in Mexico he can not, except 
under a certain provision of the constitution itself. Mr. Carranza 
has undertaken to do certain things by an edict as of an autocrat or 
a tyrant. I don’t know whether you understand what I mean or 
not. 

Mr. Tsromson. Yess I understand. 

The CuarrmMan. That is what I would call a one-man government. 
He has undertaken to take this constitution and put it into effect by 
his word of mouth, and in some two or three instances—three at 
least—the President of the United States, through his State Depart- 
ment, has objected to the method proposed to be used by Mr. Car- 
ranza in his construction and enforcement of the constitution, not 
the courts’ construction. They have a supreme court which will 
construe the constitution, and they have a congress which shall pass 
laws to put it into effect. The congress has failed to pass any laws 
to put the constitution into effect, and Mr. Carranza has undertaken 
to issue certain decrees of his own, under which he has assumed to 
carry out some of the provisions of the constitution, Now, it is as 
to his particular individual acts in undertaking to put his own con- 
struction upon the constitution that a protest has been made, and not 
one protest has ever been made. or ever will be made, I can say to 
you frankly, by the United States Government as to what the 
Mexican people may care to do with their own property; nothing. 

Mr. Thomson. Well, the way I have it, the reason that Carranza 
has adopted his attitude is due largely to the unsettled state of affairs 
in that country. 

The Cramnman. He has had a congress in session, just adjourned. 

Mr. Tiromrsox. Well, the congress has been doing its regular 
work, I presume. 

The CttrarrMan. Yes: it passed a bull-fleht law. 

Mr. Tromsox, You see, the Mexicans have got a great suspicion 
of the United States. 

The CHamman. Now, how do you know? i 

Mr. TuomĮmsox. Well, most every Mexican that I have ever talked 
to told me that. 

The Cuamman. You don't speak Spanish, do vou? 

Mr. Tuo{msox. No; but there is lots of them around here that talk 
English. | 


The Cuairman. Well, who are they? Mention them. Let me 
have the name of one who has a great. suspicion of the United States. 
Let’s see who he 1s. 
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Mr. THoomsox. Well, there are lots of them that I wouldn’t—— 

The CHairway. Just let us have the names, please, of any of them. 

Mr. Tuomson, Well, I don't know that they would want to get 
implicated in it. You see, the Mexican Government has made some 
kind of a ruling that Mexicans shan't testify before this committee, 
so I don't care about implicating anybody in it. But I know them. 

The CHairMAX. Oh, you do? 

Mr. Tiromsox. I have known quite a number. And most of the 
writers that come out of Mexico—at least. a lot of them—have said 
the same thing. David Starr Jordan, for instance, he said that 
Mexico looked i upon the United States as the Colossus of the north; 
and he is a university chancellor or president, and he ought to be 
kind of careful what he says. 

The CHairmax. And an ordinary writer who seeks to write about 
Mexico directly, who is not a chancellor, need not be careful at all 

about what he says? 

Mr. Titomsox. Well, I have been careful, as far as my knowledge 
is—as far as the facts that I have had at my disposal. 

The CHarrman, I have no doubt of that, sir. 

Mr. Triomson. If I am wrong. I am willing to be shown 

The CHarrman. You are shown by Mexicans, largely fugitives 
from their own country, who can not live across the line, who have 
voiced to you their suspicion of the United States. Now, if they are 
any of those men that I refer to, this order that you speak of—of the 
Mexican Government—could not affect them. 

Mr. THomson. Why not? I don’t see why not. If they went and 
testified, whether they are fugitives or 

The CHatrrman. Mr. Thomson, you are too bright a man to equivo- 
cate, as you are attempting to do, and to avoid and evade the ques- 
tions. I have asked you what Mexicans have expressed to you their 
suspicion of the United States. You have declined to give the 
names because you say that an order of the Mexican Government has 
been made that Mexican citizens should not testify before this com- 
mittee. If that order applies, it is to Mexican citizens residing in 
this country. 

Mr. Trromson. Yes. 

The Cuatmrman. Very well. You decline to mention them be- 
‘cause, you say, the Mexican Government has issued an order with 
reference to it, and you do not want to disclose their names. 

Mr. Toomson. Well, I have met these during the past five or six 
vears. I have lived in this—— 

The Cnarrmax. And they are all Hhving outside of their own 
country. Now, why are those men that you ‘have mentioned hving 
outside of Mexico? 

Mr. Trromson. For various reasons, I presume. There are lots of 
Mexicans, as I understand it, in Los Angeles, some 35,000 Mexicans, 
and 95,000 in southern California. They can’t all be fugitives. 

The CHAIRMAN. Of course thev are not all fugitives. Do vou think 
a large majority of those people are not fugitives driven out of 
Mexico? 

Mr. Tuomson. I think that; ves. 

The CHarrman. You are now not speaking of the native American 
Mexican population of Spanish descent in California, are you? 
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Mr. THomson. No; these Mexicans that you see around the streets. 

The CHairMan. That come from old Mexico over here. 

Mr. THomson. Yes; that is it. ; 

The CuairMan. Now, what are they doing here? How did they 
happen. to come out of their country, the majority of them? 

Mr. Tuomson. Well, some of them came from the border States 
seeking work. 

The CuarrMan. Now, what was Gutierrez de Lara doing here 
when vou knew him? 

Mr. Tiromson. He was a fugitive, as I understand, from Diaz. 

The Cuarrmax. When? 

Mr. Tuomson. In 1908, I believe it was. 

The Cuarrman. Oh, I am not talking about 1908. You didn’t 
come to the border here at all until 1912. 

Mr. Tnomson. Well, I don’t know what he was doing here after 
that. I didn’t ask him. But I know he was arrested here in Los 
Angeles, it was understood to be under the orders of the Diaz gov- 
ernment, and he was held in prison several months and finally re- 
leased. 

The Cirainmanx. When? 

Mr. Turomson. In 1908. 

The Cuairrman. Now, what do you know about it? You were not 
here? 

Mr. Tuomson. Well, there are records to prove it. 

The es Ricardo Flores Magon was arrested here, too, was 
he not? 

Mr. Trromson. I believe he was. I don’t know him. 

The CHarrMAN. Did you know Antonio I. Villareal? 

Mr. Trromson. Yes; by sight. 

The CuarrMAN. Do you know Sarabia? 

Mr. Tromson. Not to speak to. 

The CHairman. Do you know anything about the inception of the 
Mexican revolution ? 

Mr. Turomson. Well, I think from a Liberal club or a Liberal or- 
ganization, as they called it, engaged in 

The CuairMan, Who formed it? 

Mr. THomson. These different men. 

The CHAIRMAN. What different men—those I have mentioned? 

Mr. Tuomson. Yes. 

The CuarrmMan, And they were arrested, were they not? 

Mr. Trromson. Yes; they were. 

The CHarrMan, How, and upon what charge? 

Mr. Tuomson. For having something to do with the violation of 
the neutrality laws. 

The Cuarrman. And were sent to the penitentiary for violating 
the neutrality laws? 

Mr. Tomson. Yes. 

The Cuarrman. And that was under the Diaz régime? 

Mr. Tromson. Yes. 

The CuarrmaN. And were the same men afterwards convicted and 
sentenced to San Quentin for a revolution against Madero? 

Mr. Tuomson. I believe there was something like that. 

The CHairman. And Mr. Diaz is not the only man who secured the 
arrest and conviction of the same parties. And Mr. Gutierrez de Lara 
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was a fugitive from Mexico after the overthrow of Diaz, just as he 
had been prior to the overthrow of Diaz? 

Mr. Tuomson. Yes. 

The Coamman. Have you ever been in Mexico, Mr. Thomson ? 

Mr. THomson. No, sir. l 

The Cuammax. Now, you, of course, know that in connecting up 
this pamphlet of yours with Mexican officials upon this side you re- 
ceived a letter from a man along the line of Texas under the name 
of Gus Klempner? 

Mr. Tomson. Yes. 

The Cuairnman. And did you reply to that? 

Mr. Tuomson. I received two. I have them right here. 

The Cuairmanx. You know who Gus Klempner is, now, don’t you? 

Mr. Tomson. No; I do not. 

The Cuairnman. He is the senior captain of the Texas rangers, 
cooperating with this committee, and is our special man on the 
Mexican border. 

Mr. Tuomsox. Well, I treated him as a—I thought he was a 
friend. I was just perfectly frank with him. 

The Cuamman. Yes. We have your letter. 

Mr. Tuomsox. And I sent him 25 copies of those booklets. 

The Crarrman. And you got your money, didn’t you? 

Mr. Tromson. No, sir. l 

The Cuarm{max. Well, I will see that you get it, because they are 
in the hands of the committee and have been used by the committee. 
I am sorry you have not received the money. Mr. Secretary, will 
you see that the gentleman gets his money as soon as possible? 

Mr. Tuomson. Well, I just want it to be thoroughly understood 
that this has not been a money proposition with me. 

The Cuairman. Well, it is with the committee. We were per- 
fectly willing and will be very glad to pay for them, but it has been 
overlooked. 

Mr. Tuomson. I lost something like eight or nine hundred dol- 
lars of my personal savings on it that I don’t suppose I will ever 
get back. 

The CHarrMan. Now, you let the consul general at San Francisco 
have 5,000 copies of this book, as you say, at cost or less than cost? 

Mr. THomson. Yes. 

The CHarmayn. You are aware of the fact that this committee has 
stated that it received copies of those books from Bomnillas, the Mexi- 
can ambassador at Washington? 

Mr. Tuomson. Yes. That is in this memorandum. 

The CramrmMan. That was another part of this committee’s inves- 
tigation, that the committee had a letter written to Mr. Bonillas, 
and secured a copy of this book from him. 

Mr. Toomson. Well. there is another thing I want to clear up. 
This thing was handled secretly; at least there was a certain amount 
of secrecy about it. I suppose it was handled by the Mexican au- 
thorities secretly because it would be misrepresented, which it was, 
but that was not my idea at all. 

The Cuamman. That it would be misrepresented how ? 

Mr. TuHomson. By the press, I presume. 

i ane CHamman. Did they think it was capable of misrepresenta- 
ion 
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Mr. Tuomson. I suppose they did. 

The CuarrmManx. What was their purpose in handling it at all? 

Mr. Tuomson. Well, to kind of offset some of this insidious inter- 
vention propaganda, and, as they said, to get 

The CuarrMaN. That isa mor sel that you and some others like to 
roll under your tongue, this “insidious propaganda ” proposition, 
and yet when you are requested to point out any part of it you 
can not point it out. 

Mr. Tuomson. Well. I told vou the Hearst press and the New York 
Times 

The Cuairman. Well, my life is too short to go back through the 
files of the Hearst press or the New York Times, or the Los Angeles 
Times. or these other papers and search their records to endeavor, in 
the obscurity of my little knowledge of Mexico, to ascertain what has 
impressed you abont Mexico. 

Mr. Tomson. Well. vou see there has been so much of it that I 
didn’t clip it. 

The CuarrMaN. But it has impressed vou, undoubtedly. 

Mr. Titomsox. Certainly it has. I wouldn't have written it if it 
had not. 

The Canaima. It is a wheel within a wheel. You get something 
from Mr. DeBekker or Mr. de Lara and you swing it. around, and 
then Mr. DeBekker gets something from you, and he swings it around, 
and that is the way it goes on. 

Mr. THomsox, Well, we are acting under purely disinterested 
motives. We think we are doing the right thing. I suppose DeBek- 
ker is willing to be shown: I know I am. 

The Cuatrman. Well, I would hate to undertake the job of show- 
ing you. I refer you to historical works. If von will get “ Ward’s 
Mexico published in 1528; if von will get “The Great Mexican 
Wan“ in three volumes: if you will get * Mexico al Traves de los 
Siglos? work on Mexico. and then if von will read up along the 
modern lines and the modern histories of Mexico. and then undertake 
to read something about Mexico, I night then be willing to consider 
it with some degree of patience at anv rate, 

Mr. Thomson, Well, that “Siglos “—that long name—I have 
quoted from that. 

The Cramman, No: vou have quoted from somebody who quoted 
from that. because it has never been translated into English. 

Mr. Thomson, No: I have not read the original, I will admit. It 
is translated in books T have quoted from, but I have not read the 
original. 

The Cuaman. But vou have quoted from some one who has 
quoted from it. 

Mr. Tomson. Yes. Well, I don’t think we can claim that those 
men that translated those did not translate them truthfully. 

The Ciairman, Now, Senator Smith wants to ask you some ques- 
tions. 

Senator Smitu. Mr. Thomson. how long were you in the United 
States before you became so deeply interested in the conditions in 
Mexico? 

Mr. Tuom{msox. Well, I became interested about 1912 or 1913. 
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Senator Smiru. When did you learn first that the economic condi- 
tions in Mexico were conspiring to bring about intervention by the 
United States? 

Mr. Tuomson. Oh, along about 1914, when the papers here used to 
run great scare headlines about it. 

Senator SmitH. What time did you print this book ? 

Mr. THoomMson. September, 1919, ` 

Senator Situ. At that time you were more deeply interested in 
the relations of the United States to Mexico, it seems from your pub- 
lication, than you were in our relations with Europe? 

Mr. Turomson. Yes, sir. I was interested in our relations with 
Europe, too, of course. 

Senator Surry. You didn't write anything about that? 

Mr. Tuomson. No; I wrote this book. 

Senator SMITH. Now, I would like to know those economic con- 
ditions in Mexico that were conspiring. Please do not go into gener- 
alities, but tell me one single economic condition in Mexico and 
with whom it conspires to bring about intervention. 

Mr. Tuomsox. Well, Col. Dan Burns, a very wealthy man, he has 
got large interests in Mexico on the west coast. 

Senator Smiru. I know him very well. 

Mr. Tuomson. I don’t know him personally, but I know a very 
close friend of his, and this close friend told me that Col. Dan 
Burns reports a case from the west, Saltillo, or some place down 
there. where there was a Mexican 

The Cuammax. Let us get our geography straightened out. Sal- 
tillo is on the east. 

Mr. Tuomson. I mean down through Sonora and that next State. 

The Coarrmax. Sinaloa? 

Mr. THomson. Sinaloa. I think his interests are mostly in Sinaloa. 

Senator Smiru. Now, about this conspiracy. 

Mr. Tuomsox Well, he reports that this man was going around 
the country preaching Mexican hatred of the United States, trying 
to stir up those Mexicans to cause disorder, so that the United States 
would have to act. 

Senator Smiru. Now, this was some friend of Col. Burns? 

Mr. Tuomson. Well, this man is a partner of Mr. Burns, 

Senator SMITH. A partner of Mr. Burns told you that somebody 
Was going around in Mexico stirring up hatred on the part of the 
Mexicans against the United States? 

Mr. Tuomsox. Yes, and Mr. Burns also published that in a series 
0 [—— 

_ Senator Smiıru. Then Burns was not conspiring if he was publish- 
ing that, was he? 
Ir. THomson. Burns was not conspiring. I didn't say that. 

Senator Surra. Well, I was asking you for the names of the con- 
spirators. 

Mr. THomson. Well, this native Mexican was going around 
through that part of the country stirring up the people, trying to 
cause trouble, so that the United States would be forced to intervene. 

Senator SMITH. Now, that is a conclusion again. They wanted 
to stir up trouble to make the United States do something. 

r. THomson. Yes. 
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Senator SMITH. Isn’t that a far-fetched conclusion of yours, and 
isn’t that going on in every Province in Mexico to-day—stirring up 
the Mexicans to hatred of the United States? 

Mr. THomson. Well, but this Mexican was paid by American in- 
terests. 

Senator SmirH. How do you know? Who paid him? 

Mr. THomson. I have got Col. Dan Burns’s statement. I don’t 
know. I wasn’t there. 

Senator SmitH. Well, you don’t know, and I would like to have 
Col. Dan Burns tell who paid him. 

Mr. THomson. Well, he is in Mexico now. I think you would 
erhaps like to have him testify. He has a lot of interesting matter. 
Te wrote a series of articles in the San Francisco Bulletin. 

Senator SmirH. We are traveling now away from my question 
again. In this book you have said: “ Now, as I said at the EE 
the cry of Wall Street and its kept press,” and so forth. What did 
you mean by the words “ kept press?” Name the papers. 

Mr. Tuo{msox. Well, I can name—every metropolitan paper in 
the United States is more or less what you might call a kept press 
of Wall Street. 

Senator SMITH. Now, you may not be a socialist, but that sounds 
a lot lke it. 

Mr. Trroomson. I am a Socialist. I will admit that. But I am not 
engaged in any work like that. 

Senator SMITH. Now, name one. It is like calling a whole com- 
munity a lot of abandoned women to say that anybody that runs a 
paper is “kept” by somebody else. Name the paper? 

Mr. Trromsox. What I mean by a kept press is a press that—— 

Senator Smiri. I don’t care what 

Mr. THomson,. “ Kept press” is a term that we understand is ap- 
plied to papers that are more or less responsible to Wall Street or to 
the moneyed interests. By Wall Street, I mean the moneved interests 
of the country. 

Senator Suirn. Yes. I am acquainted with that sort of propa- 
ganda. | 

Mr. Tuomson. But vou take the New York Times or Herald or 
Sun, or any of those papers, or the Los Angeles Times for that matter. 

Senator Saati. So they are all “kept,” are they? 

Mr. Trromson. That is the way I think it. 

Senator Smiri. Then according to your broad views of the rights 
of people, do vou think it confiscation to seize private property and 
use the same for any purpose without compensation 2 

Mr. Turomson, No; J think there should be compensation. 

Senator Suite. Suppose they can not compensate; is it right to 
seize property and not compensate its owners? 

Mr. Tuomson. Well, vou might call the prohibition amendment 
here confiseatory. They claim it is confiscatory. Ina sense it is. 

Senator Syuirr. I am asking you the question: yes or no. You and 
I might not disagree on a good many of those things, as to what is or 
is not confiscation. I am putting the self-same question. Do you 
think seizure in Mexico, bv the Mexican authorities, of private prop- 
erty for which money had been paid, seizure by the Government for 
any purpose without compensating the owners, is confiscation ? 
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Mr. Tomson. No; I don’t think that is right. 

Senator SurrH. Do you think it is confiscation ? 

Mr. THomson. Yes; it would come under the term “ confiscation.” 

Senator Smiru. Well, do you think it is confiscation ? 

Mr. Tnomson. I think it is. 

Senator SmirH. Well, that will do. | 

Mr. Toomson. But then, of course, you have got to qualify that. 

The Cramrman. Is La Prensa, in this city, a “ kept” paper? 

Mr. THomson. I don’t know anything about that. 

The Crama. Are the publications sent out by the Indepen- 
dencia Club representing any interests? 

Mr. THomson. As I understand it, this club is an organization 
of local Mexicans that represent no interests whatever. 

The Cuarrman. They are engaged, among other activities, in se- 
curing letters from such men as Jorge Veraestanol and others with 
reference to the relations between the United States and Mexico, are 
they not? 

Mr. Thomson. Well, I don’t know much about that, Senator, to 
tell you the truth. I have only been in Los Angeles for about a 
month. I came down from San Francisco about the middle of last 
month, and I haven’t mixed around among them much. 

The CuairMan. The difference between “kept press” and “ kept 
press” is a difference as to who keeps it, in your judgment, is it not? 

Mr. THomson. Well, a kept press is what we call the capitalist 
press. 

Senator SmirH. Who do you mean by “ we”? 

Mr. Tuomson. Well, I do, for one. 

The Cuairman. Then a press that represents peculiarly and solely 
the ideas which you have a perfect right to entertain so long as you 
do not come in conflict with the laws or institutions of this country _ 
you regard as a perfectly proper press to conduct? 

Mr. Tuomson. Yes; I believe—— 

The Cuatrman, But if it happens that parties interested in finance 
have a medium through which their views are expressed, for instance, 
as any of the commercial journals in New York, that is an improper 
medium ? 

Mr. Tuomson. I didn’t say that; or, at least, if I said it I certainly 
did not mean it. 

The CHatrMan. Well, that is a capitalistic press, and that is the 
one to which you object, as I understand it. 

Mr. Tuomsoyn. I think the capitalists or anybody have a perfect 
right to conduct any propaganda or hold any views they wish so 
long as they conform to the laws of the country, but I think they 
are perfectly proper to conduct those as long as they do conform to 
those laws, but then the other side has got a right to their views, too. 

The Cuatrman. Now, you said in opening that you did not think 
that there was any slush fund at all of any kind for any pro- 
Mexican propaganda in this country ? 

r. Toomson. Yes, sir. 

The CuatrmMan. Do you know whether there is or not? 

Mr. Tuomson. I don’t know positively; no; but I gave you my 
reasons for it. 

The Cuarrman. You have not been able to get to it? 
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Mr. THoomson. No; I have not been able to get to it, and if there 
were that slush fund it would seem to me that a lot of these Mexicans 
around here would be riding around in fine automobiles. 

The Cramman. You Suggested to Mr. Gus Klempner or to Capt. 
William Hanson, a senior captain of the Texas Rangers, ahas Gus 
Klempner, that he might use his influence to secure vou employment 
from Mexicans to write the situation along the border. at the same 
time saving you would write the truth as nearly as vou could ascertain 
it. did vou not? 

Mr. THomson. Something like that, I think I said. 

The CHairMan. But you wanted employment from Mexicans to 
write of the situation along the border? 

Mr. THomson. Not particularly from the Mexicans. 

The CHatrman. Well, that was the text, I think. You will find 
your letter there. You were very frank in saving that you did not 
want to be hampered, but you would write what you understood to be 
the facts. 

Mr. Tuomson. Yes; I wanted to write so that no one would think 
there were any strings to it. 

The CHairman. Mr. Klempner here asks the question: “ Let me 
confidentially know just what efforts you have made along these 
lines, and suggest : about what vou think will be necessary, and I will 
try to assist vou.” He did. He possibly was not justified in mis- 
leading you, of course. 

Mr. Tuomsox. Well, that thing was a funny matter all around. 

The Cramman. Well, “Mr. Gus Klempner ” wrote it in con- 
sultation with the chairman of the committee, so I take the respon- 
sibility. 

Mr. Tuomson. Well, it didn’t hurt me any. 

The Cuairman. No: but it enabled us to show that the Mexican 
‘Government, through its ambassador and through its consuls on 
the border and otherwise, was engaged in the circulation of this 
propaganda, because they are very careful in sending it out not to 
mark it as coming from the Mexican consul or the Mexican embassy, 
and while we could get from them, by writing this letter to you, 
your statement that vou had sold it to them, we cinched the fact 
that they were circulating it. 

Mr, Tuomson, Well, there is one thing, vou admitted that I was 
honest, anyhow, 

The Cuamman, No; I beg pardon. I don’t mean to say that I 
think you were not honest, sir: but I said that in the letter to Mr. 
Klempner vou stated that you did not want anv strings on vou, but 
you Wi anted employment from the men that he might hake influence 
with in Mexico to go along the border and investigate and write 
about it. 

Mr. THomson. Well, I just made that slip incidentally. That was 
not the purpose of my writing at all. 

The Cuaimman. I did not mean by that. to either reflect upon or 
indorse your honesty. I have no reason to doubt your sincerity. 

Now, I have had a copy of this booklet with certain paragraphs 
marked. That marked copy is not in my hand at this time. 

Mr. Tuomson. You have got me down here as connected with a 
German name. What was the idea of that, Senator ? 
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The Cuammax. Because I thought, sir, that vour propaganda on 
this situation, after reading it, had a German tincture to it. I did 
not know vou were an Australian. It was so in line with the German 
propaganda that has been going on in Mexico, and to the same effect, 
that I had a man write you under a German name, and it elicited an 
immediate response. ` 

You referred to the fact that this booklet had been classed as soviet 
literature ? 

Mr. THomson. Yes. 

The CHamman. Are you familiar enough with this to refer directly 
to the paragraphs in which you refer to the — 

Mr. THomson. Yes; I think so. 

The Cuairman. I wish you would refer me to them, 

Mr. Toomson. There is one on page 16. 

The CHarrmMan. Now, before getting to that, vou used this lan- 
guage here, just before you close your appeal: 

Finally the army of the “ punitive expedition ” was held in Mexico for nine 
months after the Villa chase was definitely abandoned, nine months after Gen, 
Scott, acting for the United States, had signed a memorandum to the effect that 
the dispersion of the Villa bands had been completed. Meanwhile, Franklin K. 
Lane and his associates on the American-Mexican Joint Conunission, were at- 
tempting to browbeat the Mexicans into yielding the guarantees demanded by 
the Rockefellers, the Guggenheims, the Dodges, and the Dehenys. Although, in 
explaining the expedition, the President had declared that the troops would 
not be used in the interest of “American owners of Mexican properties ” © so long 
as sane and honorable men are in control of the Government.” the public state- 
ment of Lane, issued at the end of November (1916), after a long interview with 
the President, was nothing more nor less than an acknowledgment that the 
troops were being held in Mexico for that purpose and for no other, and a 
threat that they would remain there until an agreement was reached regarding 
such tittle matters as oil and mining taxes. 

You are responsible for that, are you? 

Mr. Tuomson. No; that is quotation. 

The Cuairman. Well, but you adopt it? 

Mr. THomson. Yes. 

The CHarrman. Are you responsible or not for the quotations with 
which you have filled this book ? 

Mr. THomson. Yes; I am responsible. 

The Cmammax. On page 24 you make some statements of vour 
own, and then you quote from John Kenneth Turner in the Liberator 
of June, 1919, as to the policy of the Wilson government. 

Mr. Tuiomson. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrMan. In this quotation he refers to agrarian reform 
having always been opposed. Now, it is from that quotation and 
from the continuing words of Turner with reference to agrarian re- 
form that you have gotten your ideas that you have undertaken to 
explain here as to what took place under Benito Juarez and the 
agrarian reform? 

Mr. Tuomson. That is, partly. There are others that I do not 
recall just now. 

The Cuarrman. I want to just call your attention, if vou ever do 
make a study of the history of Mexico, to one rather interesting 
phase of it—I don’t know whether it would interest vou or not. but 
It is interesting to some of us in studying Mexican conditions, The 
first congressional government that was ever given to Mexico was 
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given by Morelos, an Indian; the second constitutional government 
ever given to Mexico was given by Juarez, an Indian; and the first 
period of peace that was ever continued for more than one year at 
any time was given to Mexico by Porfirio Diaz, who was, while not 
a full-blooded Zapatecan Indian, in every characteristic practically 
an Indian. I just suggest that for your consideration. 

Mr. Tuomsox. Yes; I understand that to be true. , 

The CHairman. Now, you say here on page 24 that representations 
were made against Carranza’s original land decree at the beginning 
of 1915. What was Carranza’s original land decree? 

Mr. Tuiomson. Well. off-handedly, I couldn’t quote it. 

The CrarrMan. It is on page 24 of your pamphlet. 

Mr. Tuomsox. Well, I know what you mean; but I don’t remember 
the text of it. I havent got it with me. 

The Crairman. To whom was the protest made? 

Mr. THomson, To Carranza, I believe. 

The Cuarrmax. Well, do you know ? 

Mr. Tunomsox. I don't know exactly; no. 

The CnairmMan. No; I dont think you do, Mr. Thomson, because 
Carranza was not recognized by this Government, even as de facto 
president, until November, 1915. I just call your attention to the 
fact that it is not always well to swallow hook, line, and sinker, some- 
thing that John Kenneth Turner or some other writer of that kind 
may say. 

Mr. Tuomson. Well, I didn’t swallow them; I put them in quota- 
tion marks so that people could see where I got it from. | 

The CHairmMan. Yes; but you are basing your entire pamphlet here 
practically upon similar quotations. ’ 

Mr. Tuomson. Well, I let the people see. They could judge it by 
that. 
The Cuamman. If it is misleading it is possible that that is the 
reason why the Mexican authorities considered it valuable. 

Mr. Trromson. I don’t know anything about that. I think they 
believed it; at least the ones I dealt with directly believed it. 

The Cuarrman. With whom did vou deal directly ? 

Mr. Tuomson. The consul in San Francisco. 

The Cnairrman. Now, let me ask you whether this is a quotation or 
whether this is your own language on page 16, the second paragraph! 

Mr. Tuomson. Well, that 1s my own. 

The Cuairman. Then you say that— 

One of the schemes of the interventionists is to try to make people believe that 
the present constitution of Mexico, known as the constitution of 1917, is in no 
way related to the constitution of 1857, but is a new one framed mainly with the 
purpose of confiscating all property supposedly belonging to foreigners, Ameri- 
eans in particular, The constitution of 1917 is an evolution of that of 1857: 
it is a modification and an enlargement of the constitution of 1857. It was 
written with the blood and tears of the oppressed and exploited peons of Mexico, 
and it is without a doubt the most democratic and humanitarian document in the 
Western Hemisphere: in fact, outside of soviet Russia, no country in the world 
has taken such a step toward real liberty. 

That expresses your conviction as to the constitution of Mexico? 

Mr. Tyomson. That was my belief. I would not have written it 
if I did not believe it. 

The CuHairMAN. Referring to confiscation. You refer to Mr. Do- 
heny. I presume you have reference to Mr. Edward L. Doheny? 
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Mr. THomson. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Do you know how Mr. Doheny’s titles to the prop- 
erty he claims in Mexico were obtained? How were they secured? 
From whom ? 

Mr. Toomson. Well, I read Mr. Doheny’s testimony that he gave 
before you in Washington; but there was so much I just hurried 
through it; I couldn’t 

The Cuatrman. Did you ever read “An Oil Concession in 
Mexico?” 

Mr. TuHomson. I just read it through. I haven't studied it. 

The CHatrmMan. Well, now, just what is it? What line or form 
does it take? 

Mr. THo{msoxn. Well, offhandedly, I couldn’t tell you, to tell you 
the truth. 

The Cuatrman. Do you know anything how mining properties 
are conducted or held in Mexico? 

Mr. THoĮmson. Well, just in a general way. You see, I was not 
very much interested in those things, so I didn’t 

The CHarrman. You were writing about them. 

Mr, Tuomson. Not about concession and such like. 

The CHatrman. You were writing about confiscation of proper- 
ties. 

Mr. THomson. Yes; just in a general way. 

The CuarrmMan. You have learned recently through some of the 
evidence that has been offered before this committee that the cry of 
many others who are no better informed than yourself with refer- 
ue to concessions in Mexico is based on a false premise, have you 
nott 

Mr. Tuomson. I don’t know that I have. 

The Cuatrman. Do you know how lands were obtained since the 
reform laws of 1874 in Mexico? 

Mr. Toomson. Through concessions, I believe. | 

The CuHatrman. Well, now, there is where you don't know any- 
thing about it. There never was such a thing as a concession, as you 
understand concession. 

Mr. Toomson. A concession of land? 

The CuHarrman. Yes. 

Mr. Tuomson. Well, Diaz gave concessions to foreign interests, 
did he not? 

The CHarrman. No, sir; he did not. 

Mr. THomson. Well, how did they get them? 

The CHarrman. How do you get property if you accumulate 
pioperty. 

Mr. Tuomson. I suppose you buy it and pay money for it. 

_ The Cuairman. Did it ever suggest itself to you that you might 
interest yourself in knowing whether foreign interests bought prop- 
erty in Mexico? 

Ir. THomson. Well, I see what you mean now. I didn’t mean that 
they didn’t pay any money for those concessions. Ie gave conces- 
sions, but undoubtedly they paid some money for them, at least in 
the majority of cases, I presume. 

The Cuarrman. Can you mention one single concession that he 
ever gave? 
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Mr. THomson. I have got a list of the concessions that he gave, 
I believe, or at least that were given under the Diaz régime. 

The Cuarrman. Before you go into it, by whom was that list pre- 
yared @ 

Mr. Tuomson. I don’t remember; I think it came from Mexican 
sources. ? 

The CHarrMan. Well, it is a singular thing to me, Mr. Thomson, 
that you, a writer, should write upon a subject when you don’t know 
where your information comes from at all. Now, did it come from 
Mexican sources or not? l 

Mr. Tuomson. I believe I got it out of the “ Mexican Review,” 
and they got it from one of the Mexican Government officers. 

The Cuarman. Who published the “ Mexican Review?” 

Mr. THuomson. John Weeks, I believe. 

The Cuarrman. George Weeks? 

Mr. Tuomson. George Weeks. 

The Cuairman. Paid for by Mr. Carranza? 

Mr. THomson. I don’t know 

The Cyuatrman. But you read the evidence taken in Washington, 
didn’t you? 

Mr. THomson. I read that they said that, but I don’t know. 

The CuatrmMan, And you don't know it, although a witness swore 
to the fact, a reputable witness in Washington, and it has never been 
denied, and still you don’t take his word for it? 

Mr. Tomson. Well, I didn’t read that very thoroughly, Senator. 
I was not very much interested in that part of it, so I didn’t pay 
much attention to it. There was so much testimony taken there. 

The Cuatmrman. All right. You got it from the “ Mexican Re- 
view.” Now, go ahead and give fully your authority for it. You got 
it from DeBekker’s articles in the “ Mexican Review,” didn’t you! 

Mr. Trromson. No; I got it from a recent issue of the “ American 
Review.” 

The Ciratrrman. Oh, you got it yourself out of the “ American 
Review ?” 

Mr. Tromson. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. All right. Now, let us see what they were. I just 
want one of them. 

Mr. Trromson. Well, we will take down here in Lower California, 
Louis Huller owns 14,437,433 acres. 

The Cuamman. Well, it is not doing him much good, because he 
departed this life, Į think. 

Mr. Turoomson. Well, that estate. 

The Cuairman. Well, all right. 

Mr. Toomson. Rudolfo Bulleg. 

The CuairmMan. Well, now, hold on. About the Huller estate. 
Did you investigate that? 

Mr. Tuoomson. I haven’t been down there. 

The Cuarrman. You made no investigation. You simply take 

Mr. Tuomson. Well, I am not writing this. : 

The CramrmMan. No; but you took it, and upon that vou base your 
judgment as to Mexico and undertake to instruct and inform the 
‘American people on Mexico. Now, I want to know did you make 
anv investigation as to this statement as to how the Huller estate 
holds any concessions 1n Mexico? 
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Mr. Tuomson. Yes; I went up to the Los Angeles Library and 
found there was a book up there written by a surveyor appointed by 
the Diaz government, where it says that most of those concessions 
were forfeited because they did not comply with the—what will I 
call it?—the original—I don’t know just what it was. 

The Cuarrman. Contract? 

Mr. Tuomson. Contract. 


The Cnairman. Now, as a matter of fact a contract and a con-. 


cession are the same thing, are they not ¢ 

Mr. Toomson. A contract and a concession ¢ 

The Coarrman. Yes. 

Mr. Tuomson. Pretty much, I presume. 

The Cramar. Except that the concession, as you know, has some- 
thing of the element of a concession which allows a street railroad 
to build through Los Angeles, for instance.- 

Mr. Tomson. Well, I didn’t mean that so much. 

The Cramrman. Well, I do. I mean it, exactly. Did you make 
any investigation as to whether the Huller concession, or any part of 
the Huller concession, had been forfeited? 

Mr. Tromson. Had been forfeited? Well, all of these lands were 
originally owned by the California—no; at least the International 
Development Co., I believe it was—and they either sold them or gave 
them in some way or other to these different interests that 

The CuHatrrman. What different interests! 

Mr. Tuomson. Well, L. Huller and Bulleg and Flores Haile, 


Mesa do, Andrade—— 


The CHAIRMAN. Now, how did the original company obtain them? 

They had a right to sell-them if they owned them, didn’t they? 
r. THomson. Sure they had. 

The Cuatrman. How did they obtain them? 

Mr. Tuosson. They got them from the Diaz government under 
grant, or contract, or concession, or whatever you like to call it. 

The Cuarrman. What was the consideration ? 

Mr. Tuomson. I understand it was about 5 cents an acre, or 3 cents 
an acre. 

The Cuairman. Have you investigated it? 

Mr. Tomson. I have the surveyor’s statement for it. 

The Cyairman. That it was obtained originally at about 3 cents an 
acre ¢ 

Mr. Tuomson. Something like that, I think. 

The Cuairman. Did you ever hear of any concessions being made 
5 the Union Pacific Railroad Co. by the Congress of the United 
tates ? 

Mr. Tuomson. Yes; I have heard something abont that. 

The Cuatmrman. Is that the character of concession that you under- 
stand generally is such a concession as they get on lands in Mexico? 

Mr. Tuomson. Well, I don’t know that it 1s. 

The Cnairman. As a matter of fact, you have not. investigated and 
do not know anything about how the lands are held or obtained in 
Mexico. Now, Mr. Fuller agreed with the Mexican Government 
that he would construct a railroad for military and other purposes 
where no railroad had ever been able yet to penetrate, leading from 
the American border, or near the American border, to Topolobampo, 
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opening up a country which Had never been opened by a railroad. If 
you have not a reference to the Huller concession, I suggest you go 
to the Department of Communications in the city of Mexico and 
ascertain what the Huller concession was and then how they had 
any concessions, if any, with reference to lands. 

Now Mexico has not had a survey in townships, sections, and 
quarter sections of its public Jands as has the United States. Mex- 
ico did not have the money—no matter how much she has 
now—with which to divide these lands up. Mexico made con- 
tracts with various parties for the survey of her national lands, 
and she paid those parties in land, they putting up all the money, 
doing all the surveying, monumenting the land, photographing 
the monuments, and all their work being approved by an engineer 
furnished by the Mexican Government, the Department of Fomento, 
and his expenses and salary and all were paid by the contracting 
parties. Those parties obtained, in various instances, large acreages 
of land. The balance of it was surveyed for the Mexican Govern- 
ment. The parties received their pay in lands. And your so-called 
concessions 1n every instance you can trace to exactly the land sur- 
veying contract. In other certain instances the Mexican Govern- 
ment made cash subsidies for the construction of strategic rall- 
roads, not having the funds with which to do it, but guaranteeing 
to whoever did build the railroads, subsidies of so much per kilo- 
meter. In other instances, in lieu of granting a cash subsidy per 
kilometer, they granted land subsidies, exactly as the United States 
did, and subject to forfeit unless the contracting party completed 
his contract exactly as he entered into it. 

Mr. Tromson. Yes. Well, these lands I understood should have 
been confiscated because the original contract was not followed out 
in Lower California. 

The CHairman. Have they been confiscated by the Carranza Gov- 
ernment ? 

Mr. Trromson. I don’t think they have. 

The CHatrman. Were they confiscated by the Madero Govern- 
ment? 

Mr. Tuomson. I don’t believe so. 

The Cuatrman. Well, don't vou think that they should have com- 
menced the confiscation or the forfeit of lands, where they were 
subject to forfeit before they attacked the property of particular 
individuals whose title they recognized ? 

Mr. Tuomson, Well, that is one of the things there. I claim they 
were afraid to do that because they thought the United States Gov- 
ernment would not stand for it. 

The Cuairman. No; but the United States Government has stood 
for their attempted confiscation of the property of its private citi- 
zens until patience ceased to be a virtue, and then they have pro- 
tested. | 

Now, Mr. Thomson, do you know anything about the economic 
development of Mexico at all? l 

Mr. THomson. Well, in a general way I do. 

The CuairMan. Now, I will ask you, do you know who own the 
taxpaying properties and who pay the internal revenues in Mexico? 

Mr. Tuomson. Well, I understand that the large landowners 


didn’t pay but very little taxes. 
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The Caatrman. Well, I didn’t ask you that. Do you know 
whether Mexican citizens or foreigners of other countries support 
the internal government of Mexico, State, municipal and national, by 
taxes? 

Mr. Toomson. Everybody, I believe. 

The Cuarmman. Down to what person, do you know? 

Mr. Tuomson. I don’t know that. 

The CHarkMaNn. No; I supposed you did not. How many factories 
are there in Mexico, do vou know ? 

Mr. Tuomson. I couldn't say. 

The CHarrMAN. Do you know how many shoe factories there are 
there? 

Mr. THomson. I couldn’t say. 

The CuarrMan. You never investigated that? 

Mr. THomson. Well, I was not interested in that part. That 
booklet has nothing to do with that at all. 

The CHarrMAn. No: and nothing to do with much of anything 
else, except a repetition of something that John Kenneth Turner or 
De Lara or some one else has published, and a comparison of the 
Mexican constitution with the soviet government, and an attack upon 
the policy of the President of the United States and other officials. 
You are not interested in what is going on, then, in Mexico as to its 
actual conditions, and so forth? 

Mr. Trromson. Oh. yes; I am. 

The Cuamman. Well, then, let me ask you: Have vou ever read 
or seen or heard anything about the City of Mexico? 

Mr. Tuomson. I have seen lots of pictures, that is all. 

The Crarmax. Do you know what the principal street in the City 
of Mexico is? 

Mr. Tiromson. IT have heard it, but I don’t recall it. 

The CnairrmMan. Calle Francisco Madero? 

Mr. Tomson. Something like that. 

The CuairmManx. Do you know how many business honses there are 
on that street ? 

Mr. Tuomson. I do not. 

The Cuarrmas. Would vou be surprised to know that there are 
none? 

Mr. Tomson. Is that so? 

The CHarrMAN. Not one. 

Mr, Toomson. Is that so? 

The Cuarrman. Well, I say, would it surprise vou to know ? 

Mr. THoMson. Oh, I don’t think it would surprise me very much. 

The CHAIRMAN. You say you don’t know anything about shoe fac- 
tories in Mexico? 

Mr. Tuomson. No, sir. 

The Crramman. You don’t know whether there is a Mexican shoe 
factory in the entire Republic of Mexico? 

Mr. Tiromson. I don’t know that. 

The Cuairman. Do you know anything about the cigarette and 
tobacco and cigar business of Mexico, which is quite an extensive 
business? 

Mr. Tuomsoxn. Just in a general way. 

The Cuairmax. Do you know whether there isa Mexican owned— 
conducted by Mexicans—cigarette or cigar factory in Mexico? 
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Mr. Toomson. No. I understand those sort of businesses are con- 
ducted mostly by foreigners. 

The Caiman. Do you know whether the Mexicans themselves 
ever developed an oil well in Mexico? 

Mr. THomson. Quite likely not. 

The Cyairmanx. Do you know whether Mexico has granted a con- 
cession on both sides of the Tamesi Riyer to Japanese citizens 
recently, for oi], an exclusive concession ? 

Mr. Thomson. I don't know, sir. 

The CHairman. You don’t know where that river is, do you? 

Mr. Troomson. No, I do not. 

The Cyaimman. Mr. Thomson, there is another reference or two 
showing your ideas as to the Mexican constitution and the soviet 
form of government in Mexico, and other possibly interesting para- 
graphs that we might refer to if we had plenty of time, but the 
committee has other-matters to attend to. We have been very glad 
to give you the opportunity of coming before the committee. J can 
sav to you, if you want my impressions—and I am going to say it 
whether vou want them or not—that vou possibly are sincere 1n 
what vou have had to say, and in your interference, and unwar- 
ranted interference in my judgment, by a man who has apphed for 
his first papers in the United States to become an American citizen 
under our form of Government, with the tense situation existing 
between the peoples and the governments of the two countries, where 
your ignorance is so absolutely colossal that you have hardly been 
able to answer a question which may have been propounded to you 
or has been propounded to you by the committee. While vou have 
answered, I think, honestly, and given the sources of your informa- 
tion, you have vourself admitted that you knew nothing about it. 
And still vou have stepped in where there is a tense situation, where 
you claim there has been an attempt and is an attempt on the part of 
certain interests to cause, possibly, a war with Mexico, and for the 
purpose, as vou say of avoiding the war you have stepped in here 
with a lot of stuff such as you have put in this pamphlet, which was 

so satisfactory to Mexicans that they have purchased it and secretly 
circulated it here in the United States. Giving you full credit for 
absolute honesty and integrity and sincerity of purpose, I must say 
that the impression which is made upon my mind is that you have 
been engaged in a very dangerous and a very ignorant experiment. 

Mr. THomson, Well, that is vour view of it. 

The Ciamman. That is my view. 

Mr. Tuomsox. But, then, that can be explained. too. I did it— 
I thought it was the right thing to do. I thought we were headed 
right straight for war, and I thought I would get in and try to 
prevent it or do what I could to prevent it. The American people 
were told by Mr. Wilson and others that this was a war to end war. 

The Crairmayx. You didn't get into it. did you? 

Mr. THomsox. No: I didn't get into it. I was exempted for in- 
dustrial and alien citizenship. 

The Cuairnman. You took advantage of the fact that vou were 
not an American citizen. You offered that when you were drafted, 
did you? 

Mr. THomson. Yes: I was exempted industrially, first of all, and 
then I decided to claim the other exemption. 
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The CHarrMan. Yes. 

Mr. THomson. Of course, I didn’t believe a great deal in the war, 
anyhow. I think the war was caused more by England than by 
Germany. That is, by England I mean the English ruling class. 
Even though I am, I suppose, still legally a British subject, in the 
interests of truth I am compelled to state that. And the facts of 
the case prove that. That has been proven by 

The CHatrmMaANn. Oh, well, I don’t care for you to go into a dis- 
quisition on the cause and results of the European war. 

Mr. Tuomson. Well, I just say that incidentally. 

The Cyatruan. Yes. ii think your actions speak as loudlv as 
your words could.. That is all, sir. i 

Mr. THomson. All right. 

The Cyarrman. Unless you have something further on Mexico. 

(An adjournment was thereupon taken until Saturday, March 20, 
1920, at 10.30 o’clock a. m.) 
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SATURDAY, MARCH 20, 1920. 


Unirep States SENATE, _ 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
The committee met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Senator Albert B. Fall, chairman; Senator Mark A. 
Smith; Maj. Dan M. Jackson, secretary. 


TESTIMONY OF MR. D. W. CHURCH. 


(Witness sworn by the ST) 

The Secretary. Your full name? 

Mr. Cuurcu. D. W. Church. 

The Cuarman. Mr. Church, are you a citizen of the United 
States? 

Mr. Cucrcn. Yes, sir; I was born at Pomeroy, Ohio, in Novem- 
ber, 1847. 

The Cuairman. Where were you living in 1911? 

Mr. Currca. I was in Lower California, at the mining camp of 
Alamo. 

The Cuairman. What was the condition of the country around 
Alamo, in Lower California, in the middle of the vear 1911? 

Mr. Cutrcu. That was in June. Well, it was the time the insur- 
rectionists came—no; they had gone. The Government troops came 
m June. In February the insurrectionists came again and took 
possession of the town. Along in March some time, I don't remember 
Just when, but it was pretty well toward the Ist of April when 
they left; and then, in the course of two or three weeks after they 
left, the governor of Lower California, at that time Col. Celso Vega, 
sent a detachment of Federal troops out there, and they came in, 
and they were the ones that murdered those Americans and then 
left. While they had me nnder arrest I asked their commander, 
Capt. Gonzales—I said, “ Captain. will you please tell me who is 
responsible for these arrests?” Well, he had not learned at that 
time that I could speak Spanish, and he started a little, and then 
he said, “ Yes, sir; it is done by order of Col. Celso Vega.” I knew 
at that time from hearing them talk among themselves, though they 
pretended they were going to take us to Ensenada as prisoners— 
I knew they did not intend to let us get anywhere alive. That is 
why I asked that question. 

he CuairMAn. Among other matters which this committee is 
directed to inquire into and report to the United States Senate upon 
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is damage or injury done to Americans in Mexico from 1910 down 
to the present time, and to report the names of the Americans. 

Mr. Cuurcnu. Yes. > 

a CHairMAN. Now, you say that you were under arrest at that 
time! 

Mr. Cuurcu. Yes. 

The Cuamrman. What was finally done with you? 

Mr. Cuurcu. I escaped when they shot the others. They shot four 
of themeright there in the street. 

The CHamman. Who was shot? 

Mr. Cucrci. John Carroll, merchant; Patrick Glennon, merchant; 
Dr. Foster, physician and surgeon; and a miner, Constantine Du- 
boise. 

The CuairmMan. Do you know whether Dr. Foster was a citizen of 
the United States? 

Mr. Cucrca. Nothing, only just what he claimed himself. He 
claimed to have been born and raised in Boston, Mass. 

The CHairman. Pat Glennon: do you know where he was born? 

Mr. Cuurcn. He was born in Ireland, but was a United States citi- 
zen by naturalization. I saw his papers, so that I know that. 

The Cruairman. And John Carroll? 

Mr. Cuurcn. He was born, as he told me himself, in New York 
City. | 

The Cuarrman. And Constantine Duboise? 

Mr. Cuourcn. He was born in France. 

The CHarrman. You don’t know whether he was naturalized or 
not? 

Mr. Cuurcu. Ido not. His parents moved to Canada when he was 
a child, and then they moved from there down to California, and 
from California into Lower California—the family. 

The CyammMan. Was there any trial given you Americans? 

Mr. Cuurcn. No trial whatever. 

The Cuamman. You were not even brought up before a court- 
martial ? 

Mr. Cuurcn. Oh, no: nothing of the kind. 

The Cuarrman. Never confronted by witnesses? 

Mr. Cuurcn. Nothing. Just simply took them out and shot them 
in the street. They left me at the time because they discovered that 
I could talk to Mrs. Foster and keep her quiet, and I gave them the 
slip right then and there. They left guards over the house; but as 
soon as the shooting commenced those guards made a little rush over 
there to get a better view, and I threw the door open on the other 
side of the house and told the two women, my housekeeper and Mrs. 
Foster, to get out and run for their Hives, and I followed and closed 
the door after me, and when the guards got back we were out of sight. 

The Cratrman. Where did vou go? 

Mr. Crurcu. My house was about a quarter of a mile out of town, 
and we took right down the road toward my house: and just as the 
guards were getting back we had come to a little sink in the road 
that partially hid us, and there were some oak bushes there, and I 
said to them to stand behind those bushes so that they couldn’t see 
us; and we stood there until the whole crowd came back, and they 
ransacked the house, rode up and down the street, and raised quite 
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a disturbance generally; and they didn’t find us, and it was getting: 
late in the afternoon, and they were in a hurry to get on to Ensenada, 
and went on and left us. 

The CuarrMan. And those were the regular forces of the Mexican 
Government ? 

Mr. Cuurcn. The regular troops of the Mexican Government. 

The CrramrmMan. Now, why did they shoot these Americans?) Why 
did they have you arrested ? 

Mr. Cuurcu. My opinion is that it was pure spite work of Col. 
Celso Vega, then governor of Lower California. I don’t think the 
Madero administration knew anything about it until afterwards. 

The CuarrMan. Did he have any reason to have any 

Mr. Cuurcu. Nothing, only that he had been wounded in a skir- 
mish with the insurrectos some little time before that. 

The CuarrmMan. Had you Americans been taking sides on either- 
side in the difficulties there? 

Mr. Cuurcn. Nothing whatever. In fact the insurrectos had me 
up twice, because I would not take sides with them. 

The Cramman. Had you declined to take any part in their internal 
disturbances ? 

Mr. Cuurcn. I declined to take any part in any way, shape, or- 
manner. I told them it was not my country and not my business. 

The Cuairman. Did the insurrectos have any Americans under- 
arrest besides yourself at any time? 

Mr. Cuurcn. They had a list of those they intended to arrest. 
but the principal one, Meyers, a particular friend of mine, they did 
not find. He happened to be out that day somewhere. 

The Cramar. I speak now of the insurrectos. Did they do any 
damage to any of the other Americans? 

Mr. Cuurcn. No; the insurrectos didn’t do any damage to the 
Americans that I know of. | 

The Cuarmmax. But they did arrest vou? 

Mr. Cuvurcn. It was the federal troops that arrested me. But 
they called on me twice. You could hardly call it an arrest. 

The Cuarrman. What did they want with vou? 

Mr. Cuurcn. Well. in the first place, they had a man that had been 
chief of police in Alamo, and they had arrested him for a spy, and 
the fellow couldn’t talk any English, and I came up there just as they 
were talking about executing him, and I got in and spoke for him, 
and did the very level best I could, and finally Mosby, one of the 
leading men, savs, “ Well, turn the brute loose; I don’t think he 
amounts to anything anyway.” And he proved to be a spy, all right 
enough, and that got me into trouble with the insurrectos as soon 
as they discovered it. 

The Cuairman. Did you leave Alamo at that time or later? 

Mr. Cuurcu. I left Alamo at the time the Government troops 
came, although they had me arrested. When I escaped them I 
knew that all I could do was to get out of the country. 

The Cuairnman. And you got out of the country, did vou? 

Mr. Cuurcn. I got out of the country under great disabilities. 
In getting out in the nighttime I fell in an old mining shaft and 
broke an ankle. I traveled over a hundred miles, over the roughest 
kind of mountains, with that broken ankle. 
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ee ean And you finally made your way to the United 
ates 

Mr. CnurcH. Finally got through. And they had telephoned to 
Ensenada that I had escaped a they telephoned right back to 
Alamo to send the best Indian trailer they could find after me, and 
they sent out scouts from Ensenada to head me off, but I knew the 
country pretty thoroughly and beat them off. 

The eS: What became of Mrs. Foster and your house- 
keeper ¢ 

Mr. Cuurcn. My old housekeeper is now in San Diego, and Mrs 
Foster went to Winslow, Ariz., and I have never heard from her 
since. She had some relatives there. 

The Cuamrman. How did she get out; do you know ? 

Mr. Cutrcu. She came out from Alamo with a man by the name 
of Weber, who brought her to Ensenada, and then she took a steamer 
and came up to San Diego. 

The CHAIRMAN. You savy two of these Americans that were killed 
were merchants? 

Mr. Cnurcu. Yes. | 

The CuarrmMan. What became of their stocks of goods? 

Mr. Cuvrcn. I really don’t know what became of any of them, 
because I had to get out of the country. 

The CrrarrMan. Do you know whether any representations were 
made, either by yourself or any other persons, to the State Depart- 
ment of the United States concerning these murders? 

Mr. Cuvrcu. I made the statement myself to the district attorney 
in San Diego, and they sent out Secret Service men from Washington 
to interview me. I sent them on to Ensenada to get evidence of my 
statement. They came back and told me they had not only discov- 
ered my statement was absolutely correct but they had discovered 
more evidence that I had not reported at all, and notified me-to be 
ready to go to Washington any minute that I should be called, but I 
was never called. 

The Cuairman. What district attorney was it vou made your 
‘statement to? 

Mr. Cuurcn. Mr. Utley. And he plaved the meanest trick on 
me that one white man ever plaved on another. He called a Mexi- 
can secret service man in to hear my statement in order to get me 
into trouble with the administration in Mexico. It happened in 
my statement—I didn’t accuse the administration of anything, be- 
cause I didn’t think they were guilty, and I attributed it all to spite 
work of Col. Celso Vega. That Mexican secret service man I met 
afterwards in Mexico, and he told me, he says. “ Church, if that 
district. attorney of yours in San Diego could have known how he 
lowered himself in my estimation by that trick, he would have 
thought twice before he did it.” 

The CHatmman. You have filed a claim with the State Depart- 
ment of the United States, have you? 

Mr. Curren. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrmMan. What was your business at Alamo? 

Mr. CuvrcH. Mining and milling ore, and I had also a general 
a shop—wagons and such things. 

‘he CHAIRMAN. You were a workingman, were you? 
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Mr. Cuurcu. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrman. You were not a capitalist? 

Mr. Cuurcu. I was not a capitalist, no; but a mine owner. 

The Cuairman. You were not a capitalist down there exploiting 
the Mexican people? 

Mr. Cuurcu. Oh, not by any means. I had a deal on at the time 
with a Boston syndicate who were taking an interest in my property 
and were paying me $20,000 cash and were going to develop the 
property for me, but the revolution came up just in time to break up 


e 


the arrangement. 

The CHarrMan. Now, you have never gotten anything out of your 
propery 4 

Mr. Cuurcu. Not a dollar. I spent a good many thousand dol- 
lars there, besides a lot of time and labor, in the country. 

The Cuarrmaxn. Was this money you had inherited or worked for? 

Mr. Cuurcu. Money that I worked for. 

The Cnammax. What was vour trade? 

Mr. Cuurcu. The trade I was brought up to from a boy was car- 
penter, but I have been a mining man for a great many years. 

The CHatrmMan. Tool sharpener, ete. ? 

Mr. Cuurcnu. Yes; I understand tool-sharpening thoroughly, 
among other things. I followed the mines ever since 1876. 

The Crarrmayn. Mr. Church, the committee is under obligations to 
you for your evidence, and we will try and see whether the Govern- 
ment of the United States will take the matter up for vou further. 

I will ask that the reporter copy this communication into the record - 
at the end of Mr. Church’s testimony and as a part thereof. 

(The document last above mentioned is as follows :) 


: PALMDALE, CALIF., August 4, 1911. 
To whom it may concern: 


I, Carl L. Carlson, am 38 years of age, was born in Sweden, 1881, and am a 
naturalized citizen of the United States since 1908. I was engaged in prospect- 
ing and mining business in Lower California, Mexico, from March, 1910, until 
June, 1911, and in that time I spent more than a year in Alamo. While there 
I was well acquainted with Mr. Church and knew him to be the owner of different 
properties mentioned in his statement. For nine months or more I worked 
together with and for Mr. Church on his various mining claims and at his 
quartz mill, also while there I occupied, together with my partner, Mr. A. Cratz, 
the smaller one of his houses, and I feel that Mr. Church has made a conservative 
estimate as to the value of his properties at Alamo. 

T was also personally acquainted with Dr. Arthur L. Foster, Patrick Glennon, 
John Carroll, and Constantine Duboise, who, in my estimation, were all law- 
abiding men and attending their own business. 

During the occupation of Alamo by the insurrectos Mr. Glennon had an Ameri- 
can flag hoisted over his store with the Mexican colors on top to show that he 
was an American citizen. 

On June 8 or 9, 1911, Juan Rivera, under command of Capt. Gonzales, came to 
Mr. Glennon’s store with a squad of men and demanded that the flag he pulled 
down, and when Mr. Glennon refused to do so Rivera sent one of his men up 
and tore it down and also shot Mr. Glennon’s dog. 

On June 11, 1911, Mr. Myers and I were standing talking together near our 
place, about a quarter of a mile from town, when Señor Sanchez, a Mexican living 
at Alamo, came riding by. He seemed very much excited, and told us that they 
had been out in the surrounding country and had shot 11 Indians and that now 
they were going to get Mr. Glennon and some other Americans. 

In an hour or so we heard several shots fired and climbed up on a ridge over- 
looking the town. We could see a squad of mounted men, but from that dis- 
tance I could not distinguish who were with them, but afterwards learned that 
the four Americans above mentioned were all shot and killed. 
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Fearing that they would come buck for the rest of us, D. W. Church, Dan 
Barr, C. L. Myers, and myself decided it best for us to try and reach the United 
States boundary. Leaving all our personal property and belongings behind, we 
started out in the night and succeeded in getting, unobserved, out of town. 

The first night out Mr. Church fell down an abandoned mining shaft and 
severely injured his ankle and leg. He begged the rest of us to leave him 
behind and seek safely for ourselves, which we would not do without him, and 
after eight days and nights, during which time we suffered severe privations 
from lack of food, water, loss of sleep, and from exposure, we reached the United 
States boundary at Campo, Calif., June 21, 1911. 

CARL L. CARLSON. 


The Cuairman. Mr. Secretary, please swear this witness without 
using his name. 


TESTIMONY OF MR. HARRY C. DONOHO. 


LO ee sworn by the secretary.) 

he Cuarrman. The record will, of course, show the name of the 
witness, but he prefers not to give his name for certain reasons. Of 
what State are you a resident $ 

Mr. Donono. California. 

The Cuarnman. Where were you born? 

Mr. Donono. Kansas. 

The CuatrmMan. You are a citizen of the United States, then? 

Mr. Donono. I am. 

The Cuairman. Do you speak the Spanish language? 

Mr. Donono. I do. 

The Cuamrman. Have you been in the Republic of Mexico at any 
time? 

Mr. Donono. Yes. 

The Cuairman. When did you go there last? 

Mr. Donouno. I think it was in J uly or August of 1918. 

The Cuarrman. When did you come out? 

Mr. Donono. About October, 1919; this past October. 

The Cuatrman. You remained there something over a year? 

Mr. Donono. About 15 or 16 months, I think; something of that 
sort. 

The Cu vrman. In what State were you principally; in what por- 
tion of Mexico? 

Mr. Donono. I was about six or seven months in Mexico City; 
perhaps a month in Puebla, and around in the Federal district; 
and the rest of the time I was in the States of Tamaulipas and 
Vera Cruz. 

n Aho CunarrMaN. What were you doing in Tamaulipas and Vera 
ruz? 

Mr. Donono. I was doing several things. In the first place, I was 
rathering material with the thought in mind of doing some writing 
after I had learned what the real conditions in Mexico were; but in 
order to get that material, in order to inform myself personally and 
at first hand as to just what the conditions were, I took a position 
with one of the oil companies—I hardly know what to call myself— 
I was supposed to be attorney and paymaster for the oil company, 
although there was not very much legal work in connection with it, 
excepting the perfecting of titles and making of contracts an 
leases, and the payment of rentals to the Mexican land owners from 
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whom the company was leasing oil lands. Those oil lands were scat- 
tered throughout the two States of Tamaulipas and Vera Cruz. 

The CHairman. Did your business require you to visit the interior 
or to go from one point to another in those States throughout the 
oil districts and in the adjacent territory ? 

Mr. Doxouo. Almost constantly. I would be perhaps at our head- 
quarters at Tuxpam, or near there, perhaps a week, translating leases 
to send back to the States, and then anywhere from two weeks to 
six weeks I would be riding on horseback out through the interior. 

The CHairman. While you were there did you become acquainted 
with Col. Cardenas ? 

Mr. Donono. I did. . 

The CHairman. What is his official position? Is he a military - 
man? 

Mr. Doxono. He is a Carrancista colonel in charge of the garri- 
son at the city of Tuxpam in the State of Vera Cruz, or he was, at 
any rate, at the time I left. 

he Cuairman. Did you have occasion to make a report to him 
at any time with reference to actions of his subordinate officers or 
soldiers ? : 

Mr. Donono. I did. 

The Cuarrman. Concerning any matter in which the Americans 
were interested ? 

Mr. Donono. Yes. 

The Cuarrman. Will you please state the circumstance and relate 
what occurred ? 

Mr. Donono. About 9 miles from the city of Tuxpam, in the State 
of Vera Cruz, were the headquarters of the company for which I 
was working. One night in—let’s see—that was in this past either 
July or August, I don’t recall the exact date now; there was a bunch 
of fellows playing poker in a rear room of the signal station. 

The Cuamrman. Of course, you were not playing ! 

Mr. Donono. Oh, absolutely not—much. And it was about 12 or 
1 o'clock in the morning, and the room next to where we were— 
there were four Americans and a couple of Mexicans in the room— 
the room next to where we were at that time was used as a telephone 
headquarters for the company—a telephone central. The littl 

fexican boy who slept in that room and who attended to the tele- 
phones came creeping into the room apparently very much fright- 
ened. I asked him what was the trouble. He said that about 20 
minutes to half an hour before that a man had opened the door and 
came into the room, pointed a Po at him and told him if he made 
any noise he would kill him. He said he was a Villista, and he pro- 
ceeded to cut the wires and destroy ‘the telephones. He told the 
boy to stay there and not make any report. 

he Cuatrman. Did the boy describe the man ? 

Mr. Donono. Yes. I asked him what sort of a man he was and 
he said he was a “ militar ”—a military man. And if I might digress 
Just a little bit rumors were constantly coming to the camps in the 
interior to the effect that the garrisons at Tuxpam, or at Los Na- 
ranjos, or some of the other surrounding garrisons were going to come 
down and massacre the Americans. Those reports were of weekly 
occurrence, and naturally we knew that something was afoot, but 
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didn’t know what. The rest of the Americans, with the exception of 
one young fellow who was there with me, jumped out of a back 
window. The headquarters is on an island: that is, the Gulf of 
Mexico on one side and a river running around the other side. and 
the thick underbrush and forest is right within a hundred yards of 
where the house was, so they escaped into the brush. There wasn't 
any of us had any arms there. I had just come in the day before and 
my guns were locked down in my office: And they made their 
escape, but we turned out all the lights, and this young fellow—I forget 
his name now—Ted Osterwitz. I believe it is—a young man from New 
York—we went up into the tower of the signal station with some 
night glasses; we saw that in the office. which was about 200 yards 
from the building in which we were, they were beginning to light up 
the office. We could see with the glasses. They lighted up every 
office in the building. and we watched while they went to the houses 
near by and got the officers of the company and brought them down. 

The Cramman. That is, the officers of the American oil company! 

Mr. Donono. The officers of the oil company: ves. And they 
marched them down to the office of the company. Thev didn't even 
give them time to put on shoes or trousers or anything else, but just 
simply brought them along. We could see sufficiently with the night 
glasses when they were in the room to distinguish their features. As 
each man was brought up. for instance, we recognized immediately 
who it was they were bringing. We could see very distinctly the 
features of the men—that is, of the Mexicans who were doing this. 
There were three of them. And, in addition to this voung American 
man of whom I spoke, there was also a Mexican with us in the tower. 
All three of us recognized the three Mexicans who were collecting the 
crowd at the office as Carrancista soldiers from the garrison at Tux- 
pam. One of them was the lieutenant colonel. I sent this young man 
up to the pump station, which was up in the opposite direction. 

We, of course, didn’t have any means of knowing how many of 
these men were on the island: but I saw there were only three of 
them working, and I sent this voung man up to the pump station to 
see 1f he could get a gun. In the meantime they brought over—I 
forget his name now, the auditor of the company—they brought him 
in first and told him to open the safe. I learned part of this after- 
wards, as to what they said to him—or asked him, rather, if he could 
open the safe: and about the only Spanish he knew was “si.” so he 
said “Si.” They brought him in and told him to open the safe. 
Well, he didn't have the combination of the safe and couldn’t open 
it: and one of the Mexicans thought he was simply stubborn and 
took out a knife and shoved the knife up against him and told him 
if he didn’t open the safe immediately he would kill him: but another 
emplovee of the company, a Frenchman who had been garnered in 
with the rest of them, spoke up then and explained to the Carran- 
cista soldiers that this man didn’t speak Spanish. They then went 
and got the treasurer of the company, brought him down, and he 
opened the safe and they took $40,000, Incidentally, they took a 
sack containing 200 pesos in 5-cent pieces. and as they took them out 
of the safe they put these various sacks on a table, and there was 
a pile of papers at one end of the table, and one sack got shoved 
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over under one of these papers and they carried off this sack with 
200 pesos in nickels in it and went off and left $10,000 in American 
gold in the sack that got shoved under the papers. ‘ 

As soon as this young man returned, he came back with a gun, and 
I didn’t know what men might be posted between the signal sta- 
tion and the office, so instead of going straight there I ran down 
to the beach with the thought that I could run down and head these 
fellows off, and if there were only three of them I thought we might 
have a chance to break even with them. By the time I got down 
to the wharf, which was only a comparatively short distance from 
the office, however, the men had left. They had taken one of the 
power launches belonging to the company and made the launch boys 

o with them to take them up the river. I called a couple of launch 

ys—our general manager at that time was in the United States, 
so I more or less had charge of things—and jumped into a power 
launch and started after them up the river. I had been told by some 
of the men there at the wharf that there were only five of them. 
Two of them had been left on guard down at the wharf. We met 
the other launch, though, coming back in about 20 minutes, and they 
said these men had disembarked within about four or five miles of 
Tuxpam. We continued on up to Tuxpam, and I went in and awoke, 
or, rather, caused Col. Cardenas to be awakened. He came out, and 
I explained what had occurred. His first statement was, “I suppose 
they were Villistas.” “ Well,” I said, “ They said, Colonel, they were 
Villistas, but as a matter of fact they were men belonging to your 
own company.” And that was just at the time that a sharp note 
had been sent by our Government to the Mexican Government, and 
Cardenas appeared anxious to make some sort of a showing, so he 
said if that were true, if they were his men, he would throw a cordon 
of guards around the city and catch them as they came in, which he 
proceeded to do. The following day I received a telephone message 
from him asking me to come to Tuxpam. 

When I arrived there he said that two of the men had confessed, 
that two of his soldiers had confessed to their participation in the 
robbery, and he wanted to know if I wanted to take a walk with him. 
I didn’t know why he wanted me to take a walk, but anyway I went 
along. and we walked up on the main street of Tuxpam to a big stone 
church, and there was a firing squad with these two men standing up 
against the church, and they shot them right. on the principal street— 
executed them. I might mention, in connection with that, that when 
I came out of Mexico here—I think this was in the early part of Octo- 
ber—I picked up a paper, the San Antonio Light, as I now recall it, 
and there was a Washington dispatch in which they said that Juan 
Barragan, the chief of staff of the Carranza army, was credited with 
making a statement that it was now discovered that the persons who 
had committed this robbery were employees of the company, and they 
had already executed two of their own soldiers for it. 

The CHarrman. What became of the lieutenant colonel? Was he 
arrested ? 

_ Mr. Donono. The lieutenant colonel and two of the men were still 
| e jail, being held there when I left. I never heard what became of 
them. 
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The Cua{man. But the two men who had confessed 
_ Mr. Donono. They confessed not only to their own participation in 
it but also implicated the lieutenant colonel. They said he was the 
man 1n charge. : 

The Carman. And their mouths were closed by the firing squad! 

Mr. Donono. Yes. 

The Cuarrman, You mentioned the name of Juan Barragan. He 
was chief of staff of the Mexican Army? 

Mr. Doxouo. Yes; I know him personally. 

The Cuarrman. Do you have occasion to remember seeing him par- 
ticularly ? 

Mr. Donono. Why, I have several reasons for remembering Juan 
Barragan—one in particular. While I was in Mexico City I was 
in an American café one night—incidentally, the same café in which 
the Jack Johnson episode occurred—when Barragan came in with 
two other Carrancista officers, sat down at a table, and there were 
perhaps 150 persons in the café at the time, men and women, and 
the waitresses were exceedingly busy, and he didn’t get waited upon 
quite as quickly as he evidently thought he should, and he took his 
riding crop and pounded it on the table until he attracted the atten- 
tion of everyone in the room, and called to one of the waitresses who 
was at that time waiting on a table where there were four ladies seated, 
right next to him, and he called out, “ Don’t you know who I am?” 
The girl looked over at him, and said, yes; she knew who he was, and 
that she would wait on him just as soon as she served these ladies. 
He then took his fist and pounded it on the table and said, “ When I 
come in here to this ‘ Gringo’ ”—it was not a Gringo joint, but that 
is what he meant—“ When I come in here and ask for service,” he 
says, “ I don’t expect you to wait on anybody until you wait on me.” 
Well, the girl, although she was a Mexican, was a little bit spunky 
about it, and she said, “ General, I will wait on you just as soon as Í 
serve these ladies.” And she brought the ice cream, or whatever it 
was she was serving the women, and a moment later came up and took 
his order. He ordered some ice cream, as did the other two officers 
with him, and sat there frowning and tapping his riding crop on the 
table, and a moment later this girl brought the ice cream to him, and 
he reached over and took hold of the back of her neck like that [illus- 
trating] and picked the ice cream up and just slammed the dish of ice 
cream in her face in the presence of all these people. 

The CHairMan. There are occasionally pleasant trade excursions 
from this country into the Republic of Mexico along the railroads, 
are there not? 

Mr. Donono. Yes. There were three such parties came to Mexico 
City while I was there. 

The CuairMANn. Did you have any reason to observe the prepara- 
are for the reception of the committees before they reached 
the city £! 

Mr. Donono. I did; yes. It was a matter of common knowledge 
by the Mexicans that the Carrancista Government was putting forth 
every effort to create the impression among the American visitors, 
and especially the delegations from Chambers of Commerce and 
other civic organizations who came to Mexico City, that the Car- 
ranza forces were absolutely in charge of everything and that while 
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there might be a few scattering bands of rebels out through the coun- 
try everything was going along fine. On the three occasions of 
which I speak that the chamber—I don’t recall now from whence 
they came—but they always were met at Laredo, Tex., by a delega- 
tion of Carrancista officers, and with an armored train in front— 
that is, an engine with a box car with sheet iron over it—were 
brought straight through to Mexico City. Then they went up the 
street, either in automobiles or walking, literally thousands of beg- 
gars that one sees on the streets of Mexico City at the present time— 
the police always went about two blocks in advance, or three, and 
herded these beggars all off the street, so that one wouldn’t get a 
bad impression. Moreover, during the six or seven months that I 
was there, and when these various committees or excursionists, or 
whatever you might call them, were there, they never were taken, 
to my knowledge, off of—well, they were brought up the principal 
strect of Mexico City, and usually taken out to the Castle of Cha- 
pultepec, but aside from that they were not taken about the city. 
That is absolutely the only street in Mexico City that one can travel 
with any degree of comfort. They, however, managed to keep 
Avenida Juarez and Calle Francisco J. Madero up pretty well, but 
the other streets, you might say, are almost impassable. Then these 
men were taken, after they were banqueted and surrounded by Car- 
rancista officers always, and sent right straight back down the line 
ans to the United States, and they didn’t know any more about 
Mexico after they left than they would if they stayed in San Antonio 
as to the real conditions of Mexico. 

The Cuarrman. The committee, through its official investigators, 
has been receiving telegrams and letters reporting the exodus of Mexi- 
can workingmen from the Republic of Mexico, particularly from the 
States of Jalisco, Michoacan, San Luis Potosi, Aguascalientes, as 
Well as the border States, the Mexicans coming over now, at the 
present time, from day to day, clandestinely as well as through the 
ports, not by the hundred but by the thousands. The investigators 
of the committee and the officers of the United States Government 
along the border, at the request of the committee, have been tak- 
ing the affidavits of these Mexicans as to the cause of their leav- 
ing Mexico at the present time. ‘This exodus has taken place since 
this committee held its meetings along the border of San Antonio and 
other places in Texas. It has grown to such exceedingly great pro- 
portions within the last few days that it has been the cause of tele- 
graphic reports from the sources which I have mentioned. The pur- 
port of the statement which is made by practically all of these Mexi- 
can citizens, workingmen, to our officials and to the investigators of 
this committee, is to this effect: They had very little work; only re- 
ceived from 25 to 50 cents a day, and had only a few days’ work in a 
month; that the hacendados could not plant. for the reason that they 
had been cleaned out by the Carrancistas and Villistas, and had no 
oxen, horses, or mules left; that if they had money it would do them 
no good to produce crops, for either the rebels or the Carrancistas 
would take them as soon as they were ready to gather; that it was the 
general opinion of everyone that another revolution about election 
time was pending. and that to escape it, and for the other reasons 
given, they concluded to come here, where they had heard good prices 
were being paid for their work and where they would have guaranties. 
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Incidentally, there has also been called to the attention of the com- 
mittee a decree of President Carranza directed to the governors of the 
States warning them that unless they were able to prevent the exodus 
of workingmen from Mexico he would prevent it with military forces. 

Now, from your knowledge of Mexico and your travels through 
the interior, necessarily in some portions of the agricultural district 
of Tamaulipas and Vera Cruz, can you give the committee any 
information throwing light upon the true conditions there as to 

whether these Mexican workingmen are telling the truth now about 
those conditions? 

Mr. Donono. I know nothing as to the conditions in Jalisco and 
the other States you mentioned; that is, virtually nothing, except 
from hearsay. I did know. personally, however, of conditions in the 
States of Vera Cruz and Tamaulipas. I may ramble a little bit 
in this statement. 

The CHairmMan. Well, describe, for instance, some one trip you 
_ have nde and what you observed. 

Mr. Donono. I could describe many trips, Senator. But just take 
one instance: I rode a two-day trip on horseback from the San 
Fernando district to Tuxpam. That is the richest agricultural dis- 
trict in the whole of southern Mexico. Although I had never made 
that particular trip before, I knew from my investigation and study 
of the State that that was true, that it was a rich agricultural district. 
I knew that many of the persons from whom we leased lands had 
prosperous farms in that particular district. This trip of which 

speak was taken—well, I have been over there three times, but the 
first trip of which I speak was taken along in this last June, 1919. 

The Cuairman. Which would be, ordinarily, I suppose, about the 
height of the crop season ? 

Mr. Donono. Just about. I took a Mexican guide from San 
Fernando to show me the trail. He suggested that it would be well 
for us to take some provisions. I said, “ We don’t want to carry any 
provisions along with us. We will just stop, as I always do, out in 
_ the country and stay with the people, and eat right with the people.” 
“Well,” he says. “Senor, you will not find any people.” And 
rather laughed at it. It seemed so absolutely incredible to me. But 
nevertheless we did take some provisions; I left that matter to him. 
And I want to make this statement without any qualification, that 
we rode for two days through absolutely the richest agricultural 
district in Mexico, with the prettiest little farms that one could im- 
agine, and passed village after village, and passed cornfields where 
everything had been burned. and every time we would come to a 
little farmhouse or to a httle village I would go up and try to 
arouse some one, and during that whole two days ride we didn’t 
see a single solitary living soul. 

Now, the same conditions obtained, virtually, in the Anona dis- 
trict. The city of Anona is a very pretty little place up on the 
mountain. but in the valleys about Anona it is a rich agricultural 
district. But on the four occasions that I was in Anona—I would 
go there and pay rentals, or on business connected with the com- 
pany; I would know the people that I wanted to find—I found the 
natives—if you would go and inquire for a man, where he was, 
why was he not on his farm, why, they simply said that they didn’t 
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know: and sometimes I would have to spend as much as a week at 
a time just staying there until I could win the confidence of those 
people to find out where those people were hiding, with the result 
that I found that virtually all the owners of these rich agricultural 
lands had simply abandoned their farms and had gone to hiding in 
the mountains, After I found out where they were and managed 
to find them, I talked with them and found that thev were simply 
hiding in fear of their lives, and their constant. complaint was that 
“in the first place, we are afraid that the Grovernment troops wall 
come Into the district and kill us: and in the second place. those of 
us Who have been so foolhardy as to go ahead and raise crops, the 
Government troops have come in and taken what of the crops 
they wanted and have burned the rest, and there was no incentive 
in the world.“ In the Baleazar district, over near Tanhuijo, I 
found the Government had posted notices, adopting the plan that 
was adopted in Cuba by Weyler, of a concentration camp, and they 
had made Baleazar a concentration camp. Balcazar is also in a 
rich agricultural district. But in that beautiful citv—and it is a 
beautiful city—there were anywhere from one to a dozen families 
crowded into every house in the village. There was no chance to 
get a room, and I slept out in the rain, as I quite well recall—just 
lay down under a tree. There was no chance in the world to get 
aroom. Now, this edict that had been issued by the military gov- 
ernor of that particular district did not even permit the men—it 
sinply said that if any of these men were found outside the con- 
fines of Balcazar they would be hunted down and shot as rebels, 
and it didn’t even permit them in the daytime to go out to their 
surrounding cornfields and plant their corn, and the people were 
absolutely on the verge of starvation. There was nothing coming 
in; the Government was not furnishing any food for them. I stayed 
there three days. and during that time I managed to get a few tor- 
tillas and frijoles; that is all. There was no meat; they had eaten 
up all the chickens, and there were no eggs; there were no cows— 
there was absolutely nothing. 

The Cuairman. Now, you have very interestingly described what 
‘you have seen in going through the country in the way of devastation, 
destruction of crops, houses, and so forth. Did vou ever witness 
the entrance of any Carranza government soldiers into any of those 
little towns yourself ? 

Mr. Donono. I did, on two occasions; one at the city of Anona, 
of which I speak, and the other at a place away up on the Panuco 
River, called El Higo. I happened to be present when attacks were 
made on both of those places. 

The CHairman. What occurred at Anona, for instance? 

Mr. Donono. I had been there for something over two weeks. 
Two days before the attack occurred a Scandinavian, I think he 
was—TI can’t recall his name—it seems to me it was Jensen—that 
was the first time I met him—he was working for one of the oil 
companies. He had come in and we were stopping at the home of 
Juan Cobas—or rather, the home of his widow, for Juan had been 
killed. Now that, Senator, is supposed to be in a rebel district. 
What I mean is that the Carrancistas have no garrison there. On 
He other hand, Manuel Pelaez’s men were very strong in that 

istrict. 
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The Cuarrman. Did they have a garrison there? 

Mr. Doxono. No, not at Anona. Col. Robate, who was under 
Manuel Pelaez—that was his district. 

The Cuairman. But he had no garrison there? 

Mr. Donono. He had no garrison there. Absolutely none. The 
nearest garrison he maintained was 17 miles from there. The Car- 
rancistas never venture into that district unless they come in in 
considerable forces. This man Jensen—I might mention, however, 
that there were two boys, the sons of Cobas, one of whom was 14 
and the other 16—just boys in years and boys in appearance. In 
back of their home there was a little cornfield down in the vallev. 
As I told you, Anona is up in the mountains, but there is a little 
flat space there where they worked a little cornfield. During the 
two weeks or more I was there these boys had worked every day 
in the cornfield. They were supporting their mother and one younger 
brother, 2 or 3 years old, and three sisters. I had never seen any 
of the boys with a gun. I had never seen any armed men in the 
city, excepting on Friday, which was market day, when people 
would come from all over the country. I did on two occasions there 
during that three weeks meet and had occasion to talk at some length 
with Co]. Robate. He came in with some of his troops, about 60, 
and stayed virtually all day Friday, on market day. He invited 
me to a ball, incidentally, and I attended the ball, about 17 miles 
from there. On this day of which I speak Jensen and myself were 
sitting on the front porch, it was about 3 o’clock in the afternoon, 
on the front porch of this house, right on one of the principal streets, 
when he heard a firing, and Carrancista troops, about 300 in number. 
came in from three sides. They attacked from three sides. 
there were any rebels in town I didn’t know it. There may have 
been, but at anv rate there were not a great number of young men 
in the town. What few young men and middle aged men there were, 
however, beat it for the brush as fast as thev could, and some 12 
or 14 men were killed by the Carrancistas. They came in firing in- 
discriminately, and the colonel rode up with about 12 or 15 officers. 
and stopped on this particular corner. He saw us sitting over on 
the porch, and spurred his horse over to within just a few feet of 
us, and there was a kind of shadow cast there; I judged at the time 
that he rode over close enough to see that we were foreigners, and 
the firing was still going on all over town, and I spoke to him, and 
he didn’t answer at all, and just then these two boys came out of 
the house onto the front porch. The colonel turned to one of his 
officers and pointed with his riding erop to these two boys and he says, 
“Hang those two rebels,” and the boys stood as though they were 
stupefied, and a couple of men Jumped off their horses and came 1n 
onto the porch and grabbed these two boys. 

I walked out into the road and introduced myself to the colonel. 
I says. “ Colonel, I am a stranger: I have no intention and no desire 
to interfere in vour affairs, but.” I said, “I thought perhaps vou 
would welcome some information about this matter.” I said, “It 
was dark in there, and maybe you didn’t see that those were Just 
bors.” I says. “ Those are not rebels.” And I called his attention 
to the fact that I had been there for something over two weeks. and 
that during the whole of that time these boys had been working 
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in the cornfield, supporting their mother and sisters, excepting the 
days that they rode with me out into the mountains hunting some 
people I was trying to find”; and he used a little complimentary 
language toward me, as a Gringo, and turned to one of his ofhcers— 
by the way, though, Jensen came out and joined me just about that 
time, and he said, “ Yes, Colonel; I have been here two days, and,” 
he said, “there haven’t been any rebels in town since I have been 
here.” He said, “ These two boys are just kids, just working here, 
supporting their family.” And the colonel’s face flushed up, and 
he jerked his horse around and leaned his head over sideways and 
called back as he started away—he called back to the lieutenant that 
he had left in charge. He says, “ Hang those two rebels, and if 
those two Gringos have any more to say about it, hang them to the 
same pole.” Well, we didn’t have any more to sav about it. They 
hung the younger boy first, and thev botched the job pretty badly; 
thev didn’t make a hangman’s noose at all just threw a rope around 
his neck, and the way they hanged him it took quite a little while 
before he died. 

The Cuarrman. He died of strangulation? 

Mr. Donono. Yes. And the older brother, 16 years old. stood there 
and watched him, and then he walked up to this group of six or seven 
men, and commenced cursing them and called them butchers, and he 
said, “ You can’t even hang a man decently,” and he took the rope 
and made a hangman’s noose and put it around his own neck, and 
thev jerked him up on the pole, and hanged him. 

I didn’t see anything of that kind at El Higo. I saw three women 
killed at El Higo when the Carrancistas came in there. Oh, I was 
about to overlook something at Anona. They gathered all the old 
women and the little children and told them to leave the city and 
not come back, to go off into the mountains or any place they wanted 
to, but that they were going to burn the city, and not to come back, 
under penalty of being killed. They gathered the young women and 
girls up in a group; I didn’t count them, but I judge perhaps there 
were 120 or 130 of them, and on four different buildings in the city— 
they set fire then to all the buildings in the city. Of course the only 
thing that would burn was the roof. They set fire to every building, 
and on the walls of four buildings they posted a placard addressed 
to the rebels of the Anona district in which thev said that “ We have 
driven your old men, women, and children into the mountains and 
we are taking your young women and girls to turn over to the Car- 
rancista garrison at Los Naranjos.” Whether they did that or not 
I am not in position to say, although when I got back to head- 
quarters some two weeks later and went up to Tuxpam, I heard from 
a dozen different sources that the report was all over Tuxpam that 
Anona had been attacked and burned—they didn’t know, of course, 
that I had been there—and that the women had been turned over to 
the Carrancista garrison at Los Naranjos. That was the only in- 
stance of that kind that came under my personal observation. I saw 
those things, and I saw those posters, and I was very strongly tempted 
to tear down one and bring it with me, but I eae it would be a 
little dangerous, and didn’t attempt to do it. On two occasions 
aside from that that same report came from other districts, that that 
had been done, but as to whether there was any truth in it I am not 
In position to say. 
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The Cuarrman. What was the date of this occurrence at Anona, 
approximately ? 

Mr. Donono. My best judgment would be that it was some time 
last August, 1919; perhaps along the first part of August. 

The CHairman. Then the condition that you found the agricul- 
tural district in there. and the want and scarcity of foodstuffs, and 
so forth, would indicate that the statement issued by the Mexicans 
who are now coming into the United States at this immediate time, 
with: reference to similar conditions existing in their own districts 
may be, and likely is, true? 

Mr. Doxono. That would be my impression, Senator. And may 
I make a statement, Senator? I don't know that it is at all perti- 
nent, but I want to say, or to go on record as saving, that I have 
not a cent's worth of interest in Mexico. The Mexican people asa 
whole, as I met them out in the interior, the Mexican farmers, the 
small shopowners, the Mexicans in general, aside from the military 
people that I have met, the Government people—I have never met 
a kindlier, more lovable people in my life than they are. I have 
had Mexican boys and grown men, when I have gone into a district 
where I didn’t know the wav where I wanted to go, who have vol- 
unteered to go with me, and have ridden one or two days on horse- 
back with me, and when I would ask them, “ How much do I owe 
you for it?” they would say “ Pues, nada, Señor.” . 

The CHarrman. “ Nothing ”? | 

Mr. Doxono. “ Nothing.” I don't want anybody to get the im- 
pression that I am interested. I was simply working for an oil 
company; that is true; but I had absolutely no interest in it, I have 
no interest now, and did not have at that time. I was simply. work- 
ing for them, and was trying to learn what real conditions were, 
for my own benefit. 

The Cuairman. With reference to the statement vou have made 
concerning the Mexican people, the committee are glad to have you 
go on record in that way. and the chairman is very glad to be able, 
after 35 years living among those people and in very intimate asso- 
ciation with them, to say that he can corroborate, from his own judg- 
ment, everything you have said with reference to the Mexican people 
themselves. and possibly might corroborate some things with ref- 
erence to the Carranza military officers. 

Mr. Doxouo. I venture to sav that I have had as many as—well, 
Just to be conservative I will venture to say that I have had 200 
Aeae men and women, in various parts of the country say to 
me with reference to existing conditions in Mexico, “Senor Donoho, 
we are ignorant people: we don’t know very much about what vour 
country intends to do, but you folks have had a thousand times more 
reason to come into Mexico and afford us some sort of relief than 
you did have to go into Cuba, and yet you don’t do it.” Now, some 
of those are Spaniards. A great many of the storekeepers in the 
small towns in Mexico are Spaniards. Both Spaniards and Mexi- 
cans have said that to me, many, many times. 

The CuarrmMan. If the very enterprising newspaper men who are 
present happen to get your name. you will be aware of the fact that 
it was not the committee that mentioned it. : 

Mr. Donono. Well, being a newspaper man myself, and having 
been a newspaper man for a good many years, I would like to ask 
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as a courtesy that the newspaper men—lI told the Senator that I 
was perfectly willing to come here to Los Angeles and testify con- 
cerning matters, and instead of testifying in executive session, as I 
had intended in the first place, I was perfectly willing to testify 
so that all of you could hear what I had to say; but I do ask that 
if any of you happen to know my name vou will refrain from 
using it. 

The CHAIRMAN. It was by inadvertence that the witness, in re- 
peating a statement made to him, used possibly the Mexican pro- 
nunciation of his name. The committee request the newspaper men 
present not to publish the name. We have a pretty fair suspicion 
that there are secret service men of the Mexican Government pres- 
ent, and they can exercise their own discretion, as we have nothing 
to do with them. | 

I ask this particularly, as the newspaper men of Los Angeles are 
so exceedingly lively, industrious, ahd anxious for news that my col- 
league has called my attention to one evidence of their enterprise 
as appearing in the Daily Times of Saturday morning in connec- 
tion with the story published as given by a Mr. Collins. Accord- 
ing to this report, Mr. Collins was heard by a committee yesterday 
afternoon, and “Senators Fall and Smith listened -to Mr. Collins 
with great interest, and said they were not surprised at his state- 
ments, because they had learned that Mexico had gone the limit to 
avail herself of military equipment at about the time this country 
went into the war,” and so forth. If this committee had a meeting 
yesterday afternoon, Senator Smith and myself must have been 
dreaming, because we did not know it. If Mr. Collins appeared 
at that time or at any time before this committee, we must have 
been still in a daze, because we have no recollection of it and the 
record does not show it. I merely mention this in connection with 
the request just made. . 

Senator Suitu. I do not know whether Senator Fall knew about 
this meeting. I know I did not. I don’t know Mr. Collins; I don’t 
know who made the report; but I know that the committee was 
not in session on yesterday afternoon, and no such testimony as re- 
ported has been heard by the committee from any source, so far 
as I know. 

The Cuarrman. It is immaterial, but interesting as showing the 
enterprise of the newspapers. 

r. Dononv. I just want to volunteer a statement, that as be- 
tween the so-called rebels and the government troops in Mexico 
to-day, I think I know personally virtually every American in the 
oil fields, and I never yet have met any American, any English- 
man or German or any other foreigner in Mexico who from 
time to time has had occasion to travel out through the interior 
where it was part of their duty to do so but what have told me that 
their observation has been the same as mine. and that although I 
have sometimes carried as high as $17.000 in gold out in the interior 
I never have felt. any hesitancy whatever in going into a district or 
into a town that I knew to be held by the so-called rebels. I have had 
the personal assurance of Gen. Manuel Pelaez, Col. Robate, and 
_a host of so-called leaders in the south that they would issue instruc- 

tions that no American was to be bothered either as to their life or 
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property, and with the exception of the one instance of which I 
speak, when a half-drunken man violated that order, with me they 
never bothered. On the other hand, we have ridden one or two or 
three days out of our way in order to go around a town that we 
knew to be held government troops. 

The CuarrmMan. Well, sir, we are under obligations to you for 
the statement which you have made, and thank you very much. 
There is a witness who desires to be heard in executive session. The 
committee will go into executive session, and you will kindly let 
us have the room. 

(Room cleared, with exception of committee. staff, and witness.) 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


FRIDAY, MARCH 19, 1920. 


FEDERAL BUILDING, 
San Antonio, Tex. 


Oral testimony and depositions of Melquiades Ortiz, S. E. Rix, 
Roscoe C. Burbank, Thomas Hart, M. L. Osborn, C. Campa, V. V. 
ent W. J. Lewis, witnesses appearing before W. M. Hanson, Esq., 
duly authorized by the subcommittee of the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, United States Senate, to take testimony in the investigation 
of Mexican affairs, the following testimony being taken in the office 
af the Immigration Service, in the Federal] building, San Antonio, 

ex. 

The witnesses were sworn by Henry L. Gazley, a notary public in 
and for Bexar County, Tex., acting in said capacity and as short- 
hand reporter. 


TESTIMONY OF MR. MELQUIADES ORTIZ. 


The witness was duly sworn by the notary public.) 
apt. Hanson. What is your name? 

Mr. Ortiz. Melquiades Ortiz. 

Capt. Hanson. What nationality are you, Mexican or American 
citizen ? 

Mr. Ortiz. I am an American citizen born and raised in Texas. 

Capt. Hanson. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Ortiz. I run a labor agency. 

Capt. Hanson. Are you engaged in shipping Mexican labor to 
the interior ? 

Mr. Ortiz. Yes, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. How many have you shipped during the last month 
more or less? 

Mr. Ortiz. I don’t know. 

(The witness displayed inability to comprehend English sufficiently 
to testify without an interpreter, and therefore Mr. F. B. Parker was 
sworn by the notary to well and truly interpret questions propounded 
into Spanish and ie answers of the witness into English, and there- 
upon the witness testified through the interpreter as follows:) 

Capt. Hanson. How many Mexicans have you shipped during the 
last month, more or less? 

Mr. Ortiz. About 150 men; that is all I sent. 

Capt. Hanson. What per cent of those handled by you have you 
talked to as to why they came to this country? 
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Mr. Orriz. About 20 or 30. They said they haven’t got anything 
to do in Mexico. 

Capt. Hanson, It has been stated by certain people and through a 
portion of the press that certain Americans in Mexico and along the 
border have been engaged in inducing these people to come to this 
country for the purpose of exploiting them, and have led them to 
believe that they would receive high wages, etc. Now, I will ask you - 
to make a statement as to just what reason these people you have 
handled came here, and whether they claim or stated that anyone im- 
portuned them to come, or assisted them in any way, and in sub- 
stance just what they told vou with reference to this matter. 

Mr. Ortiz. I dont know nothin about that. Al I do is to go 
from my office outside to get these men up and send them out to work. 
They have never said to me that big wages would be paid to them if 
they would come here or not. They have no work in their own coun- 
try and they came here to get work: nobody has induced them to 
come. 

Capt. Hanson, Well, now, what did they state to you were the con- 
ditions in their States that caused them to come to this country? 

Mr. Ortiz. They told me that they came here because there was no 
work and they couldn’t make a living: and there are a great many 
that I send off without collecting from because they haven't got the 
money: they are destitute. 

Capt. Hanson. Did they tell you anything about a great many 
children of the poor people being naked, having no clothes? 

Mr. Ortiz. No; they haven't. 

Capt. Hanson. How did they cross the river? 

fr, OrTIZ. I domt know 

Capt. Hanson. Did they state to you that anyone from this side 
of the river assisted them to cross or had anything to do with their 
voming to this country ? 

Mr. Ortiz. No. 

Capt. Hanson, Have you any agents in Mexico soliciting these 
people to come to this side? | 

Mr. Ortiz. No, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. Do you do any advertising in Mexico to bring them 
to this side ? 

Mr. Ortiz. No, sir: only here in San Antonio. 

Capt. Haxsox. What are the general conditions in the section of 
the country, in Mexico, from which these people come? 

Mr. Ortiz. What they have told me is that thev have come to look 
for work here because they can not get anything to do in Mexico. 
I don't know how the general conditions are in Mexico. 

Capt. Hanson. What, if anv, information did you obtain from 
these people as to why they were unable to obtain work in Mexico? 

Mr. Ortiz. They have told me that Mexico is no good, because 
they can not get work, and if they do get work they get such small 
wages that they can not live on it or buy their grub with it. 


TESTIMONY OF MR. S. E. RIX. 


The witness was duly sworn by the notary public.) 
apt. Hanson. What is your name? 
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Mr. Rix. S. E. Rix. 

Capt. Hanson. What is your nationality ? 

Mr. Rix. Irish. 

Capt. Hanson. Well, you are an American? 

Mr. Rix. Yes, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. Where were you born, Mr. Rix? | 

Mr. Rix. Down here in Live Oak County, Tex., about 90 miles be- 
low here. 

Capt. Hanson. What is your occupation? 

Mr. Rrx. I run a labor agency here. 

Capt. Hanson. Have you any employees in Mexico? 

Mr. Rix. No, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. Are you engaged in shipping Mexican labor to the 
interior ? 

Mr. Rix. No, sir; only in the State. 

Capt. Hanson. Well. that is what I mean. 

Mr. Rix. Yes, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. How many have you shipped since, for instance, 
the 1st of February, more or less? ` 

Mr. Rıx. Oh, I don’t know : some two or three hundred I guess. 

Capt. Hansox. Can vou furnish a list of those shipped out and 
those on file to ship out ? 

Mr. Rix. Yes, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. Have you it with you? 

Mr. Rix. I haven't it with me; no, sir. ° 

Capt. Haxsox. You can get it? 

Mr. Rix. Yes, sir: I can show it. The inspector, Mr. Mills, and I 
were looking at it vesterday evening. 

Capt. Haxsox. What per cent of those you handled have you 
talked to as to why they came to this country ? 

Mr. Rix. Quite a few of them. sir. 

Capt. Hanson. It has been said by certain people and through 
the press that certain Americans in Mexico and along the border 
have been engaged in inducing these people to come to this country 
for the purpose of exploiting them. and have led them to believe they 
would receive fabulous prices for their work. Now, I will ask vou 
to make a statement as to abont just what reason these people gave 
you for coming here, and whether they claimed or stated that anvone 
had importuned them to come and. in substance, just what they 
told vou with reference to this matter? 

Mr. Rix. Why, there was none of them told me that anyone in- 
duced them to come here at all. They said that they had come here 
hunting work, that there wasn’t anvthing in Mexico for them to do, 
and what they did do there they only got 25 cents a day for, and they 
couldn’t live on it, and that was the reason they came here—hunting 
work, 

Capt. Hanson. Did they tell vou anything about the general con- 
ditions in their State? 

Mr. Rix. Why, yes, sir. They would lead a person to believe that 
it is bad; they can get absolutely nothing to do over there; what 
little they could get to do they only paid them—they told me that 
the rich people over there, the rich Mexicans, only paid them 25 
centsa day, and they would have to live on it. That is just the state- 
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ment as they gave it to me, that the rich ones over there only paid 
them 25 cents à day and they couldn’t live over there. 

Capt. Haxson. Well, those rich people, did they state whether they 
were officials of the Government ? 

Mr. Rrx. They did not; no, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. Did any of them state to you the condition of their 
families with reference to clothing, and food, etc. ? 

Mr. Rix. Why, no sir—only sometimes when they get here, and I 
handled them when they get here, they have absolutely nothing at all, 
or anything to eat and no clothing only just what they are dressed in, 
and they just haven't got anything and they say that is all they 
have got. 

Capt. Hanson. Well, now, what did they tell vou with reference to 
how they crossed the river? | 

Mr. Rix. Well, I have asked several of them—lI asked one in par- 
ticular, I think there were five or six in a bunch, they were signing the 
other morning to go to the railroad, and I asked them, I says to one 
of them in particular—are your feet wet, did you get your feet wet? 
He says, “ No; I got wet all over.” 

Capt. Hanson. Your understanding is, though, that the skiff men 
at Laredo bring them over instead of them coming over on the bridge, 
isn’t it, from their statements? . 

Mr. Rrx. No, sir. I understand that they infer by that that they 
swim the river. I have had scme of them tell me that they were held 
up on the other side by guards. 

Capt. Haxsox. Government guards! 

Mr. Rrx. I suppose so; they didn’t say Government guards— 
“ guardas mochos,” and they would take about half of the money they 
had from them and would turn them down and turn them over to 
somebody else, and he would turn them over to somebody else, and 
they would cross the river. and then when they got on this side some- 
hodv else would run into them and take everything else they had—I 
have had two or three of them tell me that thev absolutely would take 
these Mexican blankets away from them. Í 

Capt. Haxson. Was that on this side or the other side? 

Mr. Rrx. Both sides. When they didn’t have the money to pay 
them, or anything hike that they would take their blankets, some of 
them would come here—one came here with a cap on, and he sal 
they had taken his hat off, taken it for part pay. 

Capt. Hanson. For crossing them over? 

Mr. Rix. Yes, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. Where did they claim they were depredated on—0n 
this side the river, in Laredo, Tex., before they left there coming 
this way § 

Mr. Rix. No; I couldn’t answer that; I didn’t ask them that; but 
I suppose either above or below Laredo, I don’t know; but laughing 
with them and running on, talking to them, that is what they would 
Say. 
Capt. Hanson. Well, did anyone state to you that anyone on this 
side of the river assisted them in crossing the river or had anything 
to do with their coming into this country? 

Mr. Rix. No, sir; I asked that question two or three times; and 


there are some in the office now that are going to leave to-night, and 
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they told me they just came hunting work, and that was all; that 
nobody advertised for them: they came just because they wanted to— 
I asked some of them I had in the office last night and this morning. 

Capt. Hanson. What portion of Mexico are these men from that 
you talked with? 

Mr. Rrx. Well, sir, I couldn’t tell you; they are from all parts of 
Mexico, | 

Capt. Haxsox. Now, can you mention what States any of them 
are from ¢ 

Mr. Rix. No, sir; I couldn't; I didn’t ask them. 

Capt. Haxsox. Most of them came from the interior, did they ? 

Mr. Rix. Yes, sir; they are from the interior. I never asked 
them anything like that. 

Capt. Hanson. In your conversation with these people coming out 
of Mexico, what, if any, statements have they made indicating that 
there was an unsettled political condition which influenced the indus- 
trial conditions or their ability to get employment ? 

Mr. Rix. They say they can’t do anything over there; if one side 
doesn’t take it away from them the others will, and they don’t know 
one from the other: sometimes they don’t know the Carranza people 
from the Villa people; they can have nothing; it is taken away from 
them—if they get a few dollars and clothing or anything, a bunch 
of those bandits will come along and take it away from them—they 
told me that the Carranza people are worse than the Villa people- 
I have had several of them tell me that the Villa people would leave 
them something to eat, but the Carranza people will take it all. I 
have had them tell me that—they said the Villa people would divide 
with them, but the Carranza people wouldn’t; they would take it all. 

Capt. Hanson. From the statements you have just made I infer 
that the property owners themselves have given up any attempts to 
farm 

Mr. Rix. To do anything. 

Capt. Hanson. Their properties or to raise crops, for the reason 
that when they get these crops to the point of harvesting that they 
are taken away from them by some one or other of the armed factions 
in Mexico? 

Mr. Rix. Yes, sir: that is just exactly what these poor working peo- 
ple who come here say; several of them I have talked with, some of 
them I haven’t talked to, but they say they couldn’t raise anything; 
when the corn got up to roasting ears or anything like that, they 
would come along and cut. it down and take it away; take it off. 

Capt. Hanson. And for that reason the big landowners themselves 
have abandoned any attempts to raise crops! 

Mr. Rix. Yes, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. And for that reason these people have been thrown 
out of employment? 

Mr. Rix. Yes, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. And can not get employment? 

Mr. Rix. Yes, sir; and for that reason they have come over here. 

Capt. Hanson. Do you know approximately how many of these 
people have come from Mexico during the last 30 or 60 days? 

Mr. Rrx. I don’t know how many: I couldn't guess at that: good- 
ness, there have been so many; there have been several thousand, E 
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know ; I suppose there are something like a thousand or fifteen hun- 
dred in the city now; last night the street and alley places there were 
crowded; you couldn’t get up or down the street at all. 

- Capt. Hanson. Now, from what they have told you, do you antici- 
pate there will be more to come? 

Mr. Rix. Oh, yes. You can go from here to Laredo and you will 
find every fifty to a hundred yards 5 and 10 in bunches coming afoot, 
besides What are coming in trucks and have money to pay their fares, 

Capt. Hanson. And the same thing exists, I suppose, on all the 
roads leading into San Antonio from the border ? 

Mr. Rix. Yes, sir. Now, I had a friend who went from here to 
Laredo the other day; he came back and stopped at the office as he 
came in—a boy that was raised with the familvy—and he says, “I 
never saw so many.” he says; “there will be 500 in here to-night,” 
he says; “every 100 vards I sav 15, 15 or 20 in a bunch,” he says; 
“they have a trail beat out that deep along the railroad track” 
[indicating]. 

Capt. Haxsox. Now, what is the general character of these people? 

Mr. Rrx. What do you mean? 

Capt. Hanson. Well, as to being peaceable and law abiding, as to 
whether they have come here for a well-meaning purpose or other- 
wise ? | 

Mr. Rix. Well, I couldn’t answer that at all; I suppose the majority 
of them come here for honest purposes, to work and to make a 
living; but still, at the same time, vou couldn't overlook the fact that 
there is a lot of them liable to come here for anything—this low 
class of people von can not guess them at all, thev can’t write their 
own name and don’t know a thing in the world. and there are some 
pretty well-educated people, there are some right down at the office 
right now that are well-educated people, and I can’t do nothing for 
them there. 

Capt. Hanson. Well, in times past these people that you speak of 
as well-educated and high-class must have been prosperous and well 
to do people in Mexico? 

Mr. Rrx. Yes, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. And have lost their property through heavy 
charges placed on them by taxation and otherwise by the officials 
of Mexico? | 

Mr. Rix. Yes, sir. Some of them might come up here and talk 
to you—one of them is a stenographer and well educated, you may 
get a whole lot of information from them. 

Capt. Hanson. He is here? 

Mr. Rrx. Yes, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. Seeking a position? 

Mr. Rrx. Well, he is just fooling around the office there, he asked 
for a position, and he didn’t know where to go. 

Capt. Hanson. Is he from the interior? 

Mr. Rrx. I don’t know. I never asked him. 


TESTIMONY OF MR. ROSCOE C. BURBANK. 


(Witness was duly sworn by the notary public.) 
Capt. Hanson. What is your name? 
Mr. Burnann. Roscoe C. Burbank. 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 2149 


Capt. Hanson. You are a member of the firm of the Garza Labor 

Agony! 
r. BURBANK. Yes, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. What is your nationality ? 

Mr. Bursank. American. _ 

Capt. Hanson. Where were you born? 

Mr. Burnank. Laredo, Tex. 

Capt. Hanson. And your occupation ? 

Mr. Burranx. Railroad conductor. 
. Capt. Hanson. No: but vour occupation is labor agent now, 
isn’t it ¢ 

Mr. Boursanx. Yes, sir; labor agent. 

Capt. Hanson. Are you engaged in shipping Mexican labor to the 
interior 4 

Mr. Bursanx. Interior, where? - 

Capt. Hanson. Well, out of San Antonio? 

Mr. Bursanx. Yes, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. Have you any employees in Mexico? 

Mr. Bursanu. I have not. 

Capt. Hanson. Do you do any advertising in Mexico? 

Mr. Bursanx. I do not. 

Capt. Hanson. About how many laborers have you shipped out 
since February 1, say? 

Mr. Burnank. Let’s see—I shipped the month of February 1,200, 
including men, women, and children. 

Capt. Hanson. From this place? 

Mr. Bursanx. From this place; yes, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. How many did you ship from Laredo? 

Mr. Bursanx. I don’t know, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. How many did you ship from Houston? 

Mr. Bursanx. I couldn’t say, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. But you have labor agencies, branches in each one 
of those cities? 

Mr. Burpank. Yes, sir; branches in Laredo, and one in Houston. 

Capt. Hanson. How many did you ship in March? 

Mr. Borsaxk. In March? I haven’t figured it up, Captain. 

Capt. Hanson. Well, approximately, how many? 

Mr. Bursank. Well, I have shipped about 500—450 or 500, some- 
where along there. 

Capt. Hanson. How did you get in touch with these people—you 
say hi employ no people in Mexico to line them up? 

Mr. BURBANK. No, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. Or advertise for them? 

Mr. Burnanx. No, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. How did they get to your office here, how did you 
get in touch with them? 

Mr. Bursanx. Well, Captain, they make the rounds of the differ- 
ent offices in San Antonio, and wherever you offer them the best 
proposition, and they think you are telling the truth in regard to 
wages and where they are going, and so on, they will stay right there. 
They make the rounds of every office in San Antonio, you can see 
them in bunches, they have what they call a leader, a man who has 
been in this country before, and he is the one that brings them over— 
sometimes they come in bunches of 15, 16, 18, and 20; there is just 
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one man as the leader, a labor agent can pick out the leader, they 
ure just like a bunch of sheep, if you can get the leader they 
follow him right on. 

Capt. Hanson, And these leaders are the ones who have been in 
this country before? 

Mr. Burnank. Yes, sir. 

Capt. Hanson, And they are the ones that are piloting these men 
to your office? 

Mr. Bursask. Yes, isr. 

Capt. Paxson. Seeking employment ? 

Mr. Burnank. Yes, sir. 

Capt. Hanson, Do they bring them from Mexico? 

Mr. Bernang. They bring them right over from Mexico, right 
from their own pueblo—their own town—like if you see bunches of 
16 or IS they don’t want to separate, they want to go together, and 
if vou cant send them together they don’t want to go. 

Capt. Hanson, These people, the leaders, are they employed by 
any one? 

Mr. Bersaxk. No, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. They just assist their friends to get work? 

Mr. Bornani. Yes. sir. 

Capt. Hasson, Do these people get a rake off? 

Mr. Bursas. No, sir. 

Capt. Hanson, Or do they charge anything? 

Mr. Burnank. Well, I don't know; I couldn’t say. 

Capt. Hanson, Not to your knowledge? 

Mr. Burnank. Not to my knowledge. 

Capt. HEvxsox, Well, what per cent of those handled by you have 
you talked to as to why they came to this country ¢ 

Mr. Brurnank. Well, TE don’t know, I never asked them. 

Capt. ELaxsex, You did not talk to them? 

Mir. BURBANK. No. sir. 

Capt. Hassos, Tt has been stated by certain people and through 
a pornon of Che press that certain Americans in Mexico and along 
the border have been eneneed in inducing these people to come to 
thts country for the purpose of exploiting them, have Jed them to 
boheve that they would receive fabulous wages. ete.. for their work. 
Now, Twill ask vou to make a statement as to what these people gave 

vou for coming hers and whether they claimed or stated that any one 
unportined Gem to eme and. in substance, just what they told 
vor mn reference to this matter? i 
Me. Busninn. l havert asked them. Captain: T don’t know. 

Cart. Hassos, You Gia net ask them anything about the condi- 
tons’ 


Mr, Bisri, Trever have: no, sir: never have. 
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Mr. Bursanx. Well, I have shipped about 1,600 or 1,700. I 
couldn't say how many the other offices have shipped. 

Capt. Hanson. Well, you can approximate it, can’t you? You 
have a general idea how many have been here; you know about how 
the business is run, how many was in here since the 1st of February? 

Mr. Burnank. It is hard to sav, Captain. 

Capt. Hanson. How many are here now, of Mexicans recently ar- 
tived from Mexico ? 

Mr. Bursank. Well, I only have 29 on my list to send out to-day. 

Capt. Hanson, Well, you have your men out around? 

Mr. Burnann. No, sir. I hardly ever leave the office. I have only 
one man working for me and he works in the office. 


TESTIMONY OF MR. THOMAS HART. 


(Witness was duly sworn by the notary public.) 

Capt. Hanson. What is your name? 

Mr. Harr. Thomas Hart. 

Capt. Hanson. What is your nationality ? 

Mr. Hart. My nationality! I am an American citizen, 

Capt. Hanson. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Harr. Chauffeur. . 

Capt. Hanson. For whom? 

Mr. Harr. Service car. I am driving a car for Mr. Reyna. 

Capt. Hanson. Do you work for Mr. Ortiz, as chauffeur for him, 
of the labor agency ? 

Mr. Harr. Why, he hires my car in the evenings to go up to the 
station and deliver people. 

Capt. Hanson. You have talked to a great many of these Mexi- 
cans coming out of Mexico, that these labor agencies are sending 
to the interior? 

Mr. Harr. Why. yes, sir; I have been talking to some of them. 

Capt. Hanson. Well, to just a few or a great many of them? 

Mr. Harr. Well. a few of them; sometimes I sit in the car there 
and they go and talk to me, have conversations with me. 

Capt. Hanson. You know it has been said by certain people and 
through a portion of the press that the Americans in Mexico and 
along the border have been inducing these people to come to Texas, 
to this country, for the purpose of exploiting them, and have led 
them to believe that they would receive fabulous wages for their 
work. Now, I will ask you to make a statement as to just what rea- 
son these people that you have talked to gave you for coming here, 
and whether they claimed or said that anyone brought them over 
here or even induced them to come. 

Mr. Harr, Why, this is the way they came here: Some of these 
people that came from Mexico to work here, why, they go back 
there, and they get pretty good money in their work and they tell 
them they make good money here, and that is the way they come— 
they tell them that they are making good wages out here, are paid 
good wages, and everything, and that is the way these people talk; 
why, they are leaving Mexico to come to work out here, because 
they say over there if they raise up a crop either the Carranza people 
or the Villa people will take the crop away from them, and their 
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money and everything and don’t leave nothing to them; that is 
the way it is. = 

Capt. Hanson. They state to you then that the conditions where 
they came from are very bad and it is impossible for them to make 
a living? ` l 

Mr. Hart, Yes, sir. 

Capt. HaNson. So that they come to this country to get guaranties 
for their life and property ? 7 

Mr. Hart. Yes, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. For better wages? 

Mr. Harr. Yes, sir; because they don’t treat them right over there, 
they say they don’t get work enough to make their living and dress 
themselves up. 

Capt. Hanson. Well, isn’t it a fact that they have said to you on 
many occasions that the children of the poor people were naked, 
they didn’t even have clothes to wear? 

Mr. Harr, Yes, sir; I have heard that several times, several of 
them told me that. 

Capt. Hanson, That the children didn’t have any—— 

Mr. Harr. Didn’t have any clothes. 

Capt. Hanson. That they were naked. Just like they came into 
the world? l 

Mr. Harr. Yes, sir; some naked—not all of them, but several 
of them. 

Capt. Hanson. Do you have any idea as to the number of Mexicans 
that have come into this country ? 

Mr. Harr. No, sir; I don’t know. 

Capt. Hanson. Well, are there a great many or quite a few? 

Mr. Harr. Oh, there are a good many all right—there are a good 
many have been in here already. 

Capt. Hanson. Would you suppose that there had been as many 
as 8.000 or 10.000 who have come from Mexico, out of all the different 
points along the border, during the last 60 days? 

Mr. Harr. Why, there have been a great many, but I don’t exactly 
know how many, and never paid much attention—but there has been 
over 9,000 I think, something like that. 

Capt. Hanson. The city of San Antonio is full of them ‘isn’t it? 

Mr. Harr. Oh, yes; there are lots of them here. 

Capt. Iaxsox. And there has been for several weeks? 

Mr. Harr, And there has been for several weeks, yes, sir; they 
have been looking for jobs, for work, they have sent them out. 

Capt. Hanson. Well, from your conversations with them, would 
you conclude that there were a great many more coming? 

Mr. Harr, Yes, sir; that is what they tell me, they tell me some are 
coming on the road, walking. 

Capt. Hanson. Do they tell vou how they cross the river? 

Mr. Harr, No; they never did tell me. 

Capt. Hanson. Did you hear any of them say that any one from 
this side of the river had gotten across or had anything to do with 
bringing them into this country ? 

Mr. Harr. No, sir; they never did tell me anything. 

Capt. Hanson, You did not ask them that question ? 

Mr. Harr.: No. sir: I never did ask them anything like that. 
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Capt. Hanson. Did you hear them express an opinion or a fear 
that there was going to be another revolution down there over the 
presidential election, or anything like that? - 

Mr. Hart. Why, sir, I never heard them; they never did say any- 
thing about that; they just told me they came here to make their 
living better and work, because they can’t make their living over 
there. 

Capt. Hanson. What reason did they give as to why they believed 
they could get better wages and more work here than ın Mexico? 

Mr. Hart. On account of some fellows that go over there from 
here—they have money in their pockets and dress themselves better. 

Capt. Hanson. That is, their own people who have been over here 
and gone back ? 

Mr. Harr. Yes, sir; their own people who have been over here and 
gone back there; yes, sir. 


TESTIMONY OF MR. M. L. OSBORN. 


(The witness was duly sworn by the notary public.) 

Capt. Hanson. What is your name? | 

Mr. Ossorn. M. L. Osborn. 

Capt. Hanson. What is your nationality, Mr. Osborn ? 

Mr. Ossory. I am an American. 

Capt. Hanson. Where were you born? 

Mr. Ossory. Down here in Oakville, Live Oak County. 

Capt. Hanson. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Ossory. Labor agent. 

Capt. Hanson. You are engaged in shipping Mexican labor to the 
interior? 

Mr. Ossory. Yes, sir; Mexican labor exclusively, you may say; 
very few Americans I ship. 

Capt. Haxson. About how many have you shipped since Feb- 
ruary 1? 

Mr. Osnorn. Why, I don’ know. 

Capt. Hanson. Approximately ? 

Mr. Osnorn. Oh. about three or four hundred, I guess. 

Capt. Hanson. Would it be convenient for you to furnish us a 
list of those men ? 

Mr. Ossory. Yes, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. And the States they are from? 

Mr. Ossory. Yes, sir; I can get that book; I don’t know whether 
I could get the States they are from or not, but more than likely I 
can; I will send you a list of it. Do you want the women and chil- 
dren, too? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir; all of them. 

Mr. Ossory. All of them? Yes, sir; I will get it out. 

Capt. Hanson. Have you any employees in Mexico looking for 
these laborers? 

r. OsBorn. No, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. Do you do any advertising in Mexico? 

Mr. Ossory. No, sir. No, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. You have nothing to do with those laborers until 
after ifhey get to San Antonio, or until after they have crossed the 
river 
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Mr. Ossory. After they get here to San Antonio, that is all; I 
have no one working with me except Garza there in the office; that 
is all. 7 

Capt. Hanson. Well, now, what percentage of those that have 
been handled by you and others, that have been around your office, 
have you talked to as to why they came to this country? | 

Mr. Ossory. Well, for the last two or three weeks I have talked 
to all of them—nearly all of them. | 

Capt. Hanson. It has been reported through the press and by 
others that certain Americans and others were engaged in bringing 
them in here to exploit them. What do you know about that! 

Mr. Ossory. Not a thing in the world. 

Capt. Hanson. They have not said anything to you? 

Mr. Ossory. No, sir. They state right the opposite. 

Capt. Hanson. What did they state with reference to that matter! 

Mr. Osrnorn. About why they came here? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes. 

Mr. Osporn. Well, nearly all the same; they have heard about the 
work in the United States in several different ways; that during 
these war times we shipped something like six or seven thousand to 
Pennsylvania Railroad Co.; that is, I did myself, to the Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad Co.; they went to New York, finally to Philadelphia; 
they went to different parts in the North; they made good wages; 
they went back to Mexico; they told their people about it; they 
came back and I shipped them again—I have shipped the same man 
three or four times, that made visits to Mexico, and he came back 
and we sent him. I have also made shipments to Michigan Sugar 
Co.—San Antonio to Michigan—and, Just to illustrate, there was a 
man in my office last week who lives here with his family, and he 
said it was the most money that he thought he would ever see; why, 
they paid him one time $500 for his work. for him and his family, 
and the next time it was $400, and he came back here with $900 clear 
money; well, he takes that and goes to Mexico, comes back and 
brings some of his comrades and friends, and they take it them- 
selves; and it has gotten to be regular talk to come to the United 
States and getting good wages. Of course, they don’t know but 
what this war is still going on, I guess, and labor is going to be 
very scarce, they think. 

Capt. Hanson. What do they state to you with reference to con- 
ditions from whence they come? 

Mr. Osporn. Well, I talked to a good manv: thev sav it is awful 
bad. a 
Capt. Anson. Well, explain more or less what they have told 
you with reference to conditions? 

Mr. Osporn. Well. now, when they lived in the little communities 
over there—it seems like a great many of them lived in a small 
community—and in these places beans and corn are very high; 
think one of them told me they paid 60 cents a kilo; about that was 
the price of beans over there, and they are very high, and there it 
takes about $1 a day. and a man with a family, he says it is impos- 
stble to get any meat, and they just have to live the very best they 
can and starve with hunger, and they live in any manner they can. 
One man told me—well, I know this to be a fact, because I read his 
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letter—he came over here; he stole two burros that they loaned him 
over there in the State of Guanajuato to do a little hauling; he 
stole those two burros and gets to Laredo and then gets to San 
Antonio, and when he gets to San Antonio he writes the woman 
who owns the burros a letter, asking her to please stop the prosecu- 
tion. as he is going to send the money to pay for them, as his family 
was starving and he had to take these burros in order to get to 
Laredo and get here. and I mailed that letter for him back to her. 

Capt. Hanson. Did you hear any of them state anything about 
being naked or no clothes to wear? 

Mr. Osporn., Oh, ves. A fellow vesterday we asked abont that; 
he said vou could go into a house there any place and you could 
see the children with paper around them, and some of them without 
any paper around them, and some without any clothes at all, but 
just rags; that is their tale. I heard a good deal of what the news- 
papers state, the San Antonio Express and Evening News, but I 
never paid any attention to it; I know more about ıt than they, I 
think, and I didn’t reply to any of it. 

Capt. Hanson. Well, then, is it a fact from what they tell you 
that they came here because they are nearly starved to death? 

Mr. Osporn. Yes, sir. 

Capt. Haxsox. And becanse economic conditions in that country 
were unbearable ? 

Mr. Osporx. Yes, sir; that is what they tell now. 

Capt. Hanson. Well. who do they say depredates on them there? 

Mr. Osporn. Why, I have talked to some, more or less; they 
stated that some of those big haciendas there, they let them plant a 
crop of corn and if they will plant 8 or 10 acres and get it up in 
roasting ears a bunch of Carranza soldiers would come along and 
just take it all and give them a piece of paper, and just tell them 
that Col. So-and-So took it, and they would chop it down and feed 
it to their horses and leave them in that condition, and they are 
very glad to get off with their lives; they say they can’t say any- 
thing back to them at all: 

Capt. Hanson. If they do, do they kill them? 

Mr. Osporn. Sure. 

Capt. Hanson. Can you approximate how many people have en- 
tered the United States from Mexico during the last 60 days—just 
a rough guess from what you have seen and heard ? 

Mr. Osporn. Well, it would only be a guess, Captain; I don’t 
know, I couldn’t hardly say, but I wouldn’t be surprised if it 
wouldn’t go up to about 75,000. 

Capt. HANON Seventy-five thousand ? 

_ Mr. Ossory. Yes, sir; I think so—oh, I don’t know, it would be 
Just an approximate guess, you know. 

Capt. Hanson. What class of people are these laborers that have 
come in here from Mexico, with reference as to why they came, and 
as to whether they are peaceful, law-abiding citizens that have come 
here for work or come here for other purposes? 

Mr. Ossory. Oh, these people that we have here now, they are a 
harmless class of people; they could have no other purpose. 

Capt. Hanson. They are ignorant? 
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Mr. Ossory. They are ignorant; they could have no other pur- 
pose; they couldn’t harm us, the first money that they get they send 
it right back home to their wives. l 

Capt. Hanson. Is it their intention to bring their families here 
as soon as they get money to send for them? 

Mr. Ossory. A good many of them; yes, sir. In picking out a 

ood bunch of laborers for a man I make it a purpose to ask them 
if they are married or single; if he is a married man and has a 
family at home in Mexico I am confident that he is in need—that 
his family is in need, and this man will go and stay with this man in 
order to send money back; I make it a habit of taking those with 
families, that have the families back at home hungry, because they 
will undertake or naturally want to do some good service for the 
man I am furnishing them to. 

Capt. Hanson. What did they tell you with reference to crossing 
the oe into this country; what are their statements with reference 
to that! 

Mr. Ossorn. Well, I have been told by some of them that they 
wade the river. 

Capt. Hanson. Wade the river? 

Mr. Ossorn. Yes, sir; that they get across without paying their 
$8; I have been told by others that they have to pay a man ini Mec 
$4, and I have been told by others that they paid a man in Mexico 
$4 to show them how to get across the river, and when they get to 
the river on the other side another man told them—a Mexican—told 
them he had to have a dollar, and if they didn’t have it, he would 
have to collect what he could. 

Capt. Hanson. Were they officials? 

Mr. Osrorn. Well, I don’t know; somebody with a gun on; they 
didn’t know anything but that he has a gun on; it might not be 
an official, I don’t know: thev call him an official, and they get him 
across the river that way. I have been told also by some of them 
that it cost them more to get across the river that way than it does 
to pav $8 head tax, but they had been told by people on the other 
side that they can not get across the river, because they can not read 
and write, or there is some defect in the eye. and they tell them it 
would cost them more to swim the river than it would to come across 
on the bridge, but this is done on the other side of the river. 

Capt. Hanson. Done by Mexican citizens? 

Mr. Osporn. Yes, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. And not by Americans? 

Mr. Osporx. No, no: they pav the Americans as soon as they get 
here: not an American tries to rob any Mexican here, or even skin 
him here: it is done by Mexicans from Mexico; no Americanized 
Mexican will try to do that. 

Capt. Hanson. What class are they, as a rule; what age people 
are thev? : 

Mr. Osnorn. Some are old; some of them are 55 or 60 years old; 
but on the average I should say they are about 30 or 35; there arè 
some of them over the middle age, and middle-aged people; you 
might say on an average about the middle age. 

Capt. Rok. But as a rule they are able-bodied workmen? 
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Mr. Osporn. Yes, sir; all of these latest people coming over are 
Tee all single men, those coming alone and leaving their families 
there. 

Capt. Hanson. Have you talked with any of them as to the politi- 
cal conditions in Mexico, their belief in and fear of another revolu- 
tion there as the result of the pending presidential election ? 

Mr. Ossorn. Yes, sir; I tried to find out something about that, 
but they wouldn’t talk on the subject, and we asked them—they 
didn’t know who the President of Mexico was, they didn’t seem to 
know—this class that is here now don’t seem to know about how it 
. 1s; it seems like they don’t know. I asked them who the judge was 
where they lived and they didn’t know his name. 

Capt. Hanson. What State are these people mostly from? 

Mr. Ossory. The States of Michoacan and Jalisco and Guana- 
juato, the most of them. 

Capt. Hanson. And very few from the border States? 

Mr. Ossory. Yes, sir; very few from the border States. They 
come and go all the time. You mean now what these people that are 
here lately are? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir; that is, the recent influx? 

Mr. Osporn. Yes, sir; from the States of Guanajuato and Jalisco 
and Michoacan. 7 

‘Capt. Hanson. And you never heard any of them say that they 
were brought over here by propaganda put out by Americans or 
people on this side of the river? 

r. Ossory. No, sir; they say they were not. 


TESTIMONY OF MR. C. CAMPA. 


(The witness was duly sworn by the notary public and testified 
through the interpreter, Mr. F. B. Parker.) 

Capt. Hanson. What is your name? 

Mr. Campa. C. Campa. 

Capt. Hanson. What is your nationality ? 

Mr. Campa. Mexican. 

Capt. Hanson. Where were you born? 

Mr. Campa. In Guadalajara. 

Capt. Hanson. What is your occupation? 

Mr. Campa. Labor office, and also exchange money. 

Capt. Hanson. Are you engaged in shipping Mexican labor to 
the interior? 

Mr. Campa. Yes, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. How many have you shipped since February 1? 

Mr. Campa. About 600 since the 1st day of February, 

Capt. Hanson. Where were these people from mostly—what 
States ? 

Mr. Campa. Guanajuato, Jalisco, and Michoacan. 

Capt. Hanson. There was very few of them from the border 
States? 

Mr. Campa. Very few. 

Capt. Hanson. It has been stated by certain people, and through 
the press and otherwise, that Americans and Mexicans from this - 
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side of the river have been bringing these people across to exploit 
them. 

Mr. Campa. It is not true. : 

Capt. Hanson. What percentage of the people that you have 
shipped out of here have you talked to? l 

Mr. Campa. Mighty near all of them. 

Capt. Hansox. What did they state to you were the conditions in 
Mexico? 

Mr. Campa. Very bad: because the people pay them wages of 20 
cents a dav and give them a peck of corn. 

Capt. Hanson. Did they state the condition of their families as 
to clothing, or the condition of the poor people as to clothing? 

Mr. Campa. In those small villages everyone has left there—the 
workingmen—on account of the authorities abusing them. 

Capt. Hanson. Abusing their families. 

Mr. Campa. Yes, sir. 

Capt. Haxson. Is it a fact that a great many children of the poor 
people in Mexico, in that country from which these people came, are 
naked, without clothes? 

Mr. Campa. Yes. sir. 

Capt. Hanson. Ias the political situatien in Mexico anything to 
do with their coming here ? 

Mr. Campa. Yes: because those people are against Carranza’s gov- 
ernment. 

Capt. Haxson. Well, do vou understand from that that the Car- 
ranza Government has made it so unbearable for them to live there 
that they will have to get out? 

Mr. Campa. Yes: because his own officers abuse them—the Car- 
ranza officers abuse them. 

Capt. Hanson. What party, in your opinion, do these people favor 
in Mexico? 

Mr. Camera. Obregon. 

Capt. Hanson. Do these people that have come to this country 
fear a revolution, a new revolution, from the elections that are 
pending? 

Mr. Campa. That is the rumor in Mexico. 

Capt. []xxsox. And that is one of the reasons that they come 
here ¢ 

Mr. Campa. That is the reason they come. 

Capt. Taxsox. An another is that they are badly treated there? 

Mr. Campa. The soldiers abuse them. 

Capt. Hanson. Do the soldiers abuse their women folks? 

Mr. Campa. They certainly do: they all abuse the families. 

Capt. Haxsox. And these people have no recourse: they are afraid 
to say anything or do anything?’ ae 

Mr. Campa. If they do make a complaint, they don’t listen to them. 
I know people have pawned what little they have to come here, 
get money to come to the United States. 

Capt. Hanson. Have you any employees in Mexico? 

Mr. Campa. No, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. Do vou do any advertising in Mexico? 


Mr. Campa. No, sir. 
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Capt. Hanson. And you have nothing to do with the people until 
they get to this side of the river? l 

Mr. Campa. I don’t have anything to do with them until they get 
here to San Antonio. : 

Capt. Hanson. It is not true that you have people in Mexico send- 
ing people over here to exploit them? 

Mr. Campa. No, sir; it is not true. 

Capt. Hanson. From vour intercourse with people from Mexico 
of all classes during the last several months, does about the same 
condition exist over the interior points of Mexico as these people 
state ? 

Mr. Campa. Those are the sufferers, those in the interior of Mexico 
are the ones that suffer on account of abuses. 

Capt. Hanson. Do you believe that the Carranza Government 
can ever bring law | order and peace and prosperity to Mexico? 

Mr. Campa. No, sir; it can not. 

Capt. Hanson. Have you any information as to how these people 
cross the river into the United States from Mexico? 

Mr. Campa. They bring money, when they get to the other side of 
Laredo, for instance the Carranza officers over there take it away 
from them, get it from them, they tell them over there on the other 
side, they get them off on the side and tell them if they don’t give 
them what they have got they will put them in the army in Laredo— 
the Mexicans tell them that. | 

Capt. Hanson. You are positive that Carranza officers and officials 
are doing that on the other side of the river? 

Mr. Campa. Yes, sir; that is what they do with the poor people 
that have a little money; most of them are ignorant; they scare them 
up into giving what they have got, they will take everything, 
blankets and everything else—if they have a fine blanket why they 
take that away from them; when they get to the oflice here they 
are broke and tell their stories of how they got broke and who takes 
their money, then I give them something to eat. 

Capt. Hanson. Generally speaking, what are the conditions with 
reference to law and order in Mexico and in the entire Republic in 
the portions of the Republic that Carranza is in charge of, is it safe 
or is it otherwise ? 

Mr. Campa. These people get about 50 cents a day, and then after 
they get their pay, why, these soldiers will get hold of them and 
take it away from them; they get work and get paid about 50 cents. 

Capt. Hanson. Then we are to understand that in your opinion 
there ed little law and order in the interior of the Republic of 

exico 

Mr. Campa. Yes, sir; that is the reason they come to the United 
States, because they get $2 a day and get enough to eat and some- 
thing to put on themselves—clothes—and have guarantees. 


TESTIMONY OF MR. V. V. BRYANT. 
Witness was duly sworn by the notary public. 


Capt. Hanson. What is your name? 
Mr. Bryanr. V. V. Bryant. 
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Capt. Hanson. What is your nationality ? 

Mr. Bryant. American. 

Capt. Hanson. Where were you born ? 

Mr. Bryant. I was born in Alabama. 

Capt. Hanson. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Bryant. Well, I am in the employ of the Hutt Contracting 
Co., and local manager in San Antonio. 

Capt. Hanson. Where are their headquarters? 

Mr. Bryant. Kansas City. 

Capt. Hanson. Have you or this construction company any em- 
ployees in Mexico? 

Mr. Bryant. No, sir; we have not. 

Capt. Hanson. You are engaged in shipping Mexican labor to the 
interior, to your company? 

Mr. Bryant. Yes, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. Mr. Bryant, you do no advertising in Mexico! 

Mr. Bryant. None whatever. 

Capt. Hanson. About how many laborers have you handled since 
the 1st of February, sav? 

Mr. Bryant. Since February 1, the last month, we shipped 1,214 
from San Antonio. _ 

Capt. Hanson. And this month? 

Mr. Bryant. This month, why. we have shipped about 800. 

Capt. Hanson. Can you furnish lists of those shipped out and 
those on file? 

Mr. Bryant. Yes, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. You will do that, will you? 

Mr. Brraxt. Yes. sir. We supplied Mr. Jennings, at Austin, State 
Labor Commissioner. 

Capt. Hanson. You speak Spanish ? 

Mr. Bryant. Not fluently. 

Capt. Hanson. But enough to understand it and get along with 
them? | 

Mr. Bryant. Yes, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. Now, what percentage of those that you have been 
handling have you talked to as to why they came to this country 

Mr. Bryant. We have talked with the majority of them. 

Capt. Haxson. It has been said by certain people and through 
the press that Americans in Mexico and along the border have been 
engaged in inducing these people to come to this country for the 
purpose of exploiting them, and have led them to believe they would 
receive fabulous wages, etc. Now, I will ask vou to make a statement 
just as to what these people give as their reasons as to why they came 
here, and whether they claim or state that anyone importuned them 
to come, and in substance, just what they told you in reference to 
this matter? 3 À 

Mr. Bryant. Well, it might be summed up this way: The intoler- 
able conditions in Mexico, that thev were starved, and that they 
came to the United States to better themselves. - ? 

Capt. Haxsox. What do they say as to conditions in the State: 

Mr. Bryant. Very bad. i 

Capt. Hanson. In what way, Mr. Bryant? 
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Mr. Bryant. That they could not make a living; that they were 
starving. 

Capt. Hanson. Well, why ? 

Mr. Bryant. They were underpaid, their wages, their wage rate 
was very low; they are paid 30 to 60 cents a day, and they were not 
able to live on that amount. : : 

Capt. Hanson. Did they state to you who depredated on them; 
iis o of people, or who was to blame for the bad conditions 
there 

Mr. Bryant. In the majority of cases they never said, they just 
told me the general conditions of the country. We have talked with 
a great many men, and we have asked them in particular to compare 
resent conditions with the conditions under Diaz, and in the ma- 
jority of instances they have stated that under the Diaz régime they 
were paid an average of about 30 cents a day. but their living con- 
ditions were better; and even now they are paid more in proportion, 
but still they are unable to make a living. 

Capt. Hanson. They seemed to be satisfied with the Diaz régime 
and with the treatment that they received at that time? 

Mr. Bryant. It seems so; yes, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. And, now, under the present conditions they are 
very much dissatisfied ? 

Mr. Bryant. In the majority of cases, in talking with these men, 
they have stated that conditions have grown worse, and are growing 
worse all the time, and they had hoped that conditions would settle 
down to wheré it would be possible for them to make a living and 
to remain in the country, but that conditions are steadily growing 
worse, and that they are leaving Mexico because they want to make 
a living. You might say that is a summary of our talk with the 
laborers every day. 

Capt. Hanson. Have they made any statements to you with refer- 
oe 9 the mistreatment of their woman folks or their families over 
there ? i 

Mr. Bryant. Some of them; yes, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. And who do they claim were depredating on their 
women folks and families? 

a Bryant. Well, some claimed it was soldiers—Government sol- 
diers. 

- Capt. Hanson. Carranza soldiers? 

Mr. Bryant. Carranza soldiers; some by various bandits and out- 
laws, they didn’t know just what faction they belonged to, all they 
knew was they were bandits depredating the country. 

Capt. Hanson. Would you gather from what they told you that 
conditions, economically and in every other way, were very bad where 
they came from ? 

Mr. Bryant. Yes, sir; very bad; and they have stated, a great 
many have, that the women folks and children were practically 
naked, they had no clothing—the small amount of wages that they 
had made was not sufficient to buy the necessary clothing, and some 
of the men themselves show very plainly that their own condition is 
not very much better. 

Capt. Hanson. What class of people are these; are they good, law- 
abiding class and able-bodied ? ; 
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Mr. Bryant. They seem to be, more so than usual—that is, com- 
pared with previous years. 

Capt. Hanson. They are a better class of Jaborers than have been 
coming out during the last few years? 

Mr. Bryant. Yes, sir; we consider them so. 

Capt. Hanson. Did they make any statement to you as to how they 
crossed the river into the United States? 

Mr. Bryant. Some of them; some claimed that they paid their 
head tax, others claimed that they waded the river, some claimed that 
they paid the Mexican runners, they call them, on the other side of 
the border to move them across the river—that is, some of them told 
us they paid $2 to $4 in order to get across the river. 

Capt. Hanson. Did any of them make a statement in regard to be- 
ing held up across on the other side of the river? 

r. Bryant. Some of them on the other side of the river. 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir; on the other side of the river? 

Mr. Bryant. Some of them, and stated they had been turned 
back, but this was in a very few instances; the majority of them 
stated that they were not molested. 

Capt. Hanson. Did any of them make any statement to you that 
thev were assisted to cross the river by anv Americans or Mexicans 
on this side ’ 

Mr. Bryant. On this side; no, sir. We have talked with them: 
we have asked them particularly on this point, just from one stand- 
point: We wanted to know, and not that we thought that would 
justify it, or anything like that, bnt just for our own satisfaction, we 
asked them that question. None whatever has stated that he was 
assisted on this side. 

Capt. Haxsox. And the statement made by certain interested 
people and a aaa of the press that Americans have been engaged 
in this unlawful business is untrue to the best of vour knowledge and 


belief ? 

Mr. Bryant. Yes, sir. l 

Capt. Haxsox. What are the railroads paying these laborers? 

Mr. Bryant. Thirty-seven cents an hour, eight-hour day, $2.90 a 
day. l 
Capt. Haxsox. Do they furnish transportation from San Antonio 
to wherever you send them, or is that deducted from their wages? 

Mr. Bryant. Nothing is deducted from their wages; transporta- 
tion is furnished from San Antonio to the point of work and a re- 
turn pass within four months to San Antonio, after a laborer has 


worked four months. l 
Capt. Haxsox. Do you furnish them their box cars to live m, too, 


on top of that. — : , 
Mr. Bryant. Yes, sir. Now, that is not clear, that $2.96; they are 
charged 90 cents a day for board; that includes their board, their 


bed and their quarters; they clear $2.06 a day. 
TESTIMONY OF MR. W. J. LEWIS. 


The witness was duly sworn by the notary publie. 
Capt. Haxsox. What is your name? 


Mr. Lewis. W. J. Lewis. 
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Capt. Hanson. Where were you born? 

Mr. Lewis. Brownsville, Tex. 

Capt. Hanson.-Do you speak Spanish? 

Mr, Lewts. Yes, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. Fluently ? 

Mr. Lewis. Yes, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. What is your occupation? 

Mr. Lewrs. I am labor agent. 

Capt. Hanson. Have you any employees in Mexico? 

Mr. Lewis. No, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. Do you do any advertising in Mexico? 

Mr. Lewrs. No, sir. 

Capt. Haxson. How many laborers have you shipped since Feb-. 
ruary 1, to interior points? 

Mr. Lewis. Well, it is between 250 and 300. 

Capt. Hanson. Can you furnish a list of those shipped out and 
those on file? 

Mr. Lewis. I-can this evening, Mr. Hanson. 

Capt. Hanson. Well, all right. 

Mr. Lewis. I have got a man working on it now. 

Capt. Hanson. What percentage of those handled by you have 
you talked to as to why they came to this country ? 

Mr. Lewis. Well, not very many of them, only what I hear them 
say; I didn't hardly ever ask them why they came here. 

Capt. Hanson. You hear them talking around the place? 

Mr. Lewis. Yes, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. In handling them? | 

Mr. Lewis. Yes. sir. 

Capt. Hanson. Well, it has been stated bv certain people and 
through the press that certain Americans in Mexico and along the 
border have been active in inducing these people to come to this 
country for the purpose of exploiting them, robbing them, and have 
led them to believe that they would receive fabulous wages, etc. I 
will now ask you to make a statement as to what reason these people 
give for coming here, and whether they claim or state that anyone 
brought them over or importuned them to come, and, in substance, 
state what thev told vou in reference to this matter. 

Mr. Lewis. Well. I have heard them say that conditions were bad 
down there; they don’t make any wages, I have heard them talk— 
they make 2 bits a dav and 3 pecks of corn, those are the only 
wages they got. and half the time they don’t give them any meat 
or hardly anything to eat, and the conditions are so they couldn’t 
plant; if they did raise a crop, why, somebody would come and take it 
from them. 

Capt. Hanson. Well, who would take it away from them? 

Mr. Lewts. Well, they didn’t say who, but some one would come 
around and knock them out of it; they couldn’t make anything, 
couldn’t make a living. o. 

Capt. Hanson. Did you hear them state as to the condition of their 
families and children and the condition of the poor people in their 
‘ountry, as to clothing? 
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Mr. Lewis. Well, they said clothing was very hard fo get, couldn't 
hardly get any clothing. 

Capt. Hanson. And their children are naked? 

Mr. Lewis. Well. some are naked that I have seen come from 
there—that is, that I have seen here in San Antonio. 

Capt. Hanson. Did they tell you how they got over the river? 

Mr. Lewis. No, sir. 


Capt. Hanson. You don’t know anything about that? 

Mr. Lewis. No, sir. 

Capt. Hanson. You never did hear any of them claim that they 
were brought over here by Americans or Mexicans from this side 
of the river, did you? 

Mr. Lewis. No, sir. 
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INVESTIGATION OF MENICAN AFFAIRS. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 8, 1920. 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS, 
Washington, D. C. 


Testimony taken at Washington, D. C., April 8, 1920, by Francis 
J. Kearful, esq., in pursuance of an order of the subcommittee of the 
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate. 


TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM STRAUBE. 


(The witness was sworn bv Mr. Kearful.) 

Mr. KearruL. What is your name? 

Mr. SrravBE. William Straube. 

Mr. Krearrur. Where do vou live? 

Mr. StravsBE. Downers Grove, Ill. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Are you an American citizen ? 

Mr. SrravsBe. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrur. Native born? 

Mr. STRAUBE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KearruL. What is vour occupation ? 

Mr. Stravse. I call myself a constructive pioneer: primarily a 
farmer. ` 

Mr. Kearrvi. To what extent have you been engaged in business 
in Mexico ? l 

Mr. STRAUBE. I went there first in 1898 on a tour of inspection. I 
was in business at that time manufacturing the Straube pianos. I 
subsequently sold that out in March, 1902, and went down there to 
make investments. 

Mr. KearruL. How did you happen to go to Mexico? 
| Mr. Srravge. It is a long story. -It starts back when T was roing 
to Catholic school, when a Catbolie priest told us some fairy stories 
about Mexico, and the pictures I saw in my geography always had a 
sort of alluring effect on me, and I remembered it, and when I was 
at leisure I took the notion to go to Mexico. . 

Mr. Kearrvi. You went down there and found those allurine pic- 
tures were not overdrawn ? j 

Mr. SrravgeE. No, sir; the ones the Catholic priest told us of, ves; 
but the ones in the geography, no. m 

Mr. Kearrun. What did you do in Mexico then ? 

Mr. Srrausr. Invested in lands. 

Mr. Kearrvn. To what extent and where? 

Mr. Srratre. Myself and two others first bought the Pacheco es- 
tate, at Motogrongo, in the State of Vera Cruz. We bought the 

acheco estate, which consisted of 165,000 acres, and we paid $300,000 


in gold for it. 
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Mr. Kearrcuy. What else did you buy? l , 

Mr. STRAUBE. I bought the Cerro Majarro plantation. I did that 
individually and paid $275,000 Mex. I afterward bought San 
Pablo at Omealto from Juan Sentias. I paid 107,000 pesos Jor that. 
I developed that and lived on it for about nine years. 

Mr. Kearrun. Have you been pretty much over the whole country 
of Mexico? . o 

Mr. Strauss. Not thoroughly; only passing through it in that 
particular section. 

Mr. Kearruu. In what state were these places located ! 

Mr. STRAUBE. Two of them were in the State of Vera Cruz, and 
Cerro Majarro was in the State of Oaxaca. 

Mr. Kearru. You lived in the city of Vera Cruz? 

Mr. SrrauBe. Yes, sir. es . 

Mr. KrtarreL. Did you in the course of your operations come m 
contact with Mexican officials and Mexican people generally ? 

Mr. STRAUBE. Yes, sir. l 

Mr. KtarrvL. How were vou treated by them while you were 
there? 

Mr. STRAUBE. Absolutely fair. 

Mr. Kearruc. That was between what dates? 

Mr. StratBe. From 1902 until June, 1911. l 

Mr. KearrvL. What sort of operations did you conduct in those 
places ? 7 

Mr. Srravse. I started the planting of sugar cane for the Moto- 
grongo Co., and stayed there about six months. Then I moved over 
to San Pablo and lived there the rest of the time. | 

Mr. Krarrut. What sort of operations did you conduct there! 

Mr. STRAUBE. I would call it a general hacienda business. It con- 
sisted of planting and renting and loaning money and buying crops 
from my tenants. l 

Mr. KearRruL. Did you have any concessions from the Mexican 
Government under which you were operating? 

Mr. StravBeE. No, sir. 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you know of any other American citizens who 
were operating in Mexico during the time you were there? 

Mr. STRAUBE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrvuc. Did they operate under concessions that gave them 
special privileges there over other foreigners or natives? 

Mr. STRAUBE. Not that I ever heard of. 

Mr. Kearrus.. Perhaps you have heard stated, as we have often, 
that American citizens in Mexico were engaged in exploiting the 


Mexican people under special concessions which they obtained by 
fraud from the Mexican Government ? 


Mr. STRAUBE. I have heard so. 

Mr. Kearen. Is there any truth in that at all? 

Mr. Strause. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Kearruc. What kind of people were the American citizens 
with whom you came in contact m Mexico? Were they law-abiding 
and Senet and decent people, or otherwise ? 

Mr. StrauBe, The fact is J did not meet very many Americans. 
I was in rather an isolated place most of the time. In the towns of 
Orizaba and Cordoba there were very few Americans. The Ameri- 
cans I did meet I considered representative American citizens. 


. 


— 
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Mr. Kearruu. High class people, were they ? 

Mr. StRAUBE. Fairly so. 

Mr. KearFu.t. Did they compare favorably with citizens whom 
you met in this country ? 

Mr. SrRAUBE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KearFru.. Did you observe the effect upon Mexicans and 
upon their mode of living by the operations of the Americans or 
other foreigners in Mexico ? 

Mr. StrauBE. Only in those who were under my jurisdiction. 

Mr. KearFu.. How were they affected there? 

Mr. StrauBE. They would buy better clothing. They would buy 
shoes. In fact, they would buy anything that they could buy on 
credit from me. They wore better clothes. 

Mr. KearFuL. What. about wages? Were the wages increased or 
diminished by roason of the foreign operations ? 

Mr. StrauBeE. In Motogrongo they were increased. In my place 
I made them conform with those of my neighbors, who were Mexicans. 

Mr. Kearrut. What wages were prevailing at that time ? 

Mr. SrRAvBE. Five reals. 

Mr. KearFru.. That would be how much ! 

Mr. StrauBe. Sixty-two cents Mexican. 

Mr. KearFu. So that the prevailing wage throughout the entire 
period while you were there was about that ¢ 

Mr. STRAUBE. Pretty much, yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearru.. Did you have any troubles at all before you left 
Mexico ? ; 

Mr. StrauBe. Never. | 

Mr. Kearru.. You were not there under the Huerta government ? 


~~ Mr. Srrause. No, sir. 


Mr. Kearruc. Have you any interests in Mexico now? | 

Mr. SrrauBeE. Yes, sir. I have a mortgage due me from a Mexican 
who bought my plantation. 

Mr. Kearrur. That is the only interest you have? 

Mr. STRAUBE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KearFuL. You are not operating at all in Mexico? 

Mr. STRAUBE. No, sir. 

Mr. KEARFUL. And you have not since 1911 ¢ 

Mr. StRAuBE. No, sir. 

Mr. Kearruc. Have you been there since that time? 

Mr. STRAUBE. I was there in 1912. 

Mr. Kreareu.. What was the condition of the country then com- 
pared with what it had been during the years vou were there? 

Mr. STRAUBE. It was more unsettled. 
Mr. Kearrur. Have you any information now as to conditions 
since that time / 

Mr. STRAUBE. I have. Occasionally I hear from my representa- 
tive there who has my power of attorney and acts for me. 

Mr. Kearrci. What is tho nature of the reports you get from him 
about the conditions in the country ¢ 

Mr. Srrause. At times he states that business seems to be im- 
proving, and other times it seems to be demoralized. 

Mr. KORNI Do you keep in touch with it because of your 
mortgage interest in the place vou sold ? 

r. STRAUBE. And friendship as well. 
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Mr. Kearrvun. To what is the demoralization due that you hear 
about ? ` 

Mr. Srrause. I hear that so far as it affects the man who bought 
my plantation, they tell me he has had a great doal of trouble with 
the constant changes of authorities and that he is obliged to pay 
tribute for safe conduct of his products, so that he is not able to 
pay me any money, either principal or interest, that is due me. The 
government taxes his oat so that his profits are verv small. 

Mr. Krarrur. When did you cease receiving interest upon your 
mortgage / . 

Mr. STRAUBE. January, 1912. 

Mr. Kearrcu. Since that time the reasons given for not paying 
interest have heen the unsettled condition of the country ? i 

Mr. STRAUBE. That and the moratorium. ° Í 

Mr. Kearvvi. What do you mean by that?! 

Mr. StrauBe. The law protects them: that is, to the extent that it 
would be impossible to foreclose or force collection. 

Mr. Kearrun. Do you think that the debtor is tuking advantage 
of that and failing to pay although he is able to do so? 

Mr. Srrausr. No; I would hardly sav that. 

Mr. Kearrcur. You think then that he is not able ty pay because of 
the unsettled conditions ? i 

Mr. STRAUBE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrun. Have vou made Investigations so as to be able to 
state whether those reports are true or not? 

Mr. STRAUBE. Yes; from hearsay. 

Mr. Kearrur. You are satisfied then that conditions are such that 
he is unable to pay the interest? 

Mr. STRAUBE. That and the fact that I could not compel him to 
because of the moratorium, although he tendered payment for the 
entire indebtedness and interest in 1915 when the cu rreney was almost 
worthless. l 

Mr. KrarreL. That is the paper money which was issued by Car- 
ranza? 

Mr. STRAUBE. Yes; but the fact that my document was dated 
previous to 1913 was the sa ving clause and I was not compelled to 
accept it. 

Mr. KearreL. The debt was pavable in the money current at the 
time it was ereated? 

Mr. STRAUBE. At the time the document was dated. 

Mr. KEARFCL. In connection with vour interests in Mexico have 
you satistied yourself as to whether the conditions are improving or 
not ? 

Mr. Srracune. No, sir: I have not. 

Mr. Kearrun, You have not investigated that enough to say? 

Mr. Srravae. Only what I read and know through letters that I 
received from my friends down there makes me believe thev are 
unsettled, 

Mr. Kearruv. Are the letters that vou receive optimistic as to the 
future of Mexico ? 

Mr. STRAUBE, No, sir. 

Mr. KearFuL. What is the general tenor of them? 

Mr. STRAVBE. Some of them state that unless the United States 
intervenes in some form or other, they never will improve ? 
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Mr. Kearrut. What is your own opinion about that? Do you 
beheve that? 

Mr. STRAUBE. Yes, sir; I do. 

Mr. KearFut. Did you see enough of the disorders while you were 
still there on which you could base an opinion that the Mexicans are 
unable to control the situation themselves ? 

Mr. SrrauBe. I would think so. 

Mr. KearFuv. What was it that induced that belief in your mind. ? 

Mr. StrrauBE. The way Madero handled affairs from the time he 
became President until the time I left, and the different decrees that 
he issued. They did not seem to be for the henefit of the people, but 
more for the benefit of Madero and his immediate friends. 

Mr. KearFu.. What was the feeling of the people generally after 
Madero had been in office awhile as to whether he was a success or 
not ? 

Mr. Strauss. There was a lack of confidence. 

Mr. Kearrur. A general lack of confidence in Madero? 

Mr. STRAUBE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrun. Did that constantly grow ? 

Mr. STRAUBE. It seemed to. 

Mr. Kearrut. Is that the reason you sold? 

Mr. Strause. No, sir. 

Mr. KearFu. You think intervention is the only solution ? 

Mr. STRAUBE. Yes. 

Mr. KearFu.. What form do you think that ought to take? 

Mr. Srrause. My idea would be about the same as in Cuba, to 
stabilize the government for them and Jet them run it the same as 
we did in Cuba. 

Mr. KearruL. Keeping a fatherly hand on it? 

Mr. STRAUBE. Yes, sir. | 

Mr. Kearrvt. Is there any further statement you wish to make in 
regard to the matter ? 

Mr. STRAUBE. Nothing that I can think of. 

Mr. KEarFUL. Very well; thank you. That is all. 

(Witness excused.) 


TESTIMONY OF CHARLES M. BURNETT. 


(The witness was sworn by Mr. Kearful.) 

Mr. KearruL. Will you state your full name? 

Mr. Burnets. Charles M. Burnett. 

Mr. Kearren. Where do you live? 

Mr. Burnerr. Trilby, Fla. 

Mr. Kearrun.. What is your business ? 

Mr. Burnetr. I am a farmer-preacher. I have a little farm down 
there, but I am a Baptist pastor. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Are you a native-born American citizen ? 

Mr. Burnert. Yes, sir. 
= Mr. Kearru.. Have you ever been engaged in business or lived 
in Mexico ? 

Mr. Burnett. I was farming there and fruit raising for six years. 

Mr. Kearrun. During what period ? 

Mr. Burnett. From the fall of 1908 to the spring of 1914, very 
nearly six years. l 
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Mr. Kearrut, At what place? 

Mr. BURNETT. At Medina. 

Mr. Kearrcun. That is the name of a colony of Americans ! 

Mr. BURNETT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrun. In what State? 

Mr. BURNETT. Oaxaca. 

Mr. KearruL. Were you there at the beginning of this colony! 

Mr. BURNETT. No, sir, I was not there until perhaps two years 
after this company took charge of the land, but we were the first 
family there; 1 was the first man with a family to go there. There 
were some bachelors there who had been there for two years when 
we went there. 

Mr. KFaRFUL. About how many acres were embraced in the lands 
of this colony ? 

Mr. BURNETT. About 58,000, t believe, in the three tracts that 
they had, lot 1, lot 2, and lot 3. There were the two agricultural 
land companies, of Peoria, ` 11., and Norman, Okla. 

Mr. Krearrcyi. About how many American colonists finally settled 
in this place? 

Mr. Burnetr, During the six years after the first few months we 
had about an average of SO in the colony, old and young, 15 to 20 
families. it was during four years of revolution so there were some 
people coming and going, but it was an average of about 80. 

Mr. KearFUL. What kind of people were those colonists ? 

Mr. Burnett. They were nearly all foreigners from almost all the 
States. Principally Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, and | Jlinois were the 
Stutes very largely represented, although there were some from 
Oregon and Washington, and one from Idaho. 

Mr. Kearrut. Were they a fair class of American citizens ? 

Mr. BURNETT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrut. Of the farming class ? 

Mr. Burnett. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KeEarFUL. Did they own their own places / 

Mr. BURNETT. Yes, sir, they had not a renter. One man rented a 
little while, but he had his own place before very long. They all 
owned their own places and had them improved. 

Mr. Kearrun. They had their wives and children there? 

Mr. Burnerr. Yes, sir. We considered that they would average 
with the people in almost any place we ever lived, not so many, 
but putting the company together they were a good average of any 
place we ever lived before or since, in intelligence and sociability and 
all that. 

Mr. KearruL. Were they law-abiding and peaceable ? 

Mr. Burnetr. Yes, sir. There never was a person in the colony 
that J can remember of that had any trouble there among them- 
selves or with the natives. 

Mr. Kearruv. Did they buy and pay for the land and receive the 


Mr. BURNETT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearreuv. Did they pay their taxes? 
Mr. BURNETT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrvuc. And their debts ? 

Mr. BURNETT. Yes. sir. 

Mr. KearrFut. Did they have a school ? 
Mr. BURNETT. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. Kearrut. By whom was it maintained ? 

Mr. Burnetr. By the American people themselves. We built our 
own schoolhouse. 

Mr. KearFu.. Without assistance from the Mexican authorities ? 

Mr. BurNneEtr. Yes, sir; without any assistance whatever. 

Mr. KearruL. Did you hire your own teacher? 

Mr. Burnett. Yes, sir. I had Sunday school at that time every 
Sunday, which was voluntary on my part of course. 

Mr. KearruL. Were you the pastor ? 

Mr. Burnetr. We had no organization. I did preach and super- 
intend the Sunday school. We had Sunday school every Sunday and 
preaching every Sunday night, always fairly well attended. 

a Kearrur. What agricultural products were raised on those 
rlaces 4 
Mr. Burnetr. First of all we raised corn. That was the first 
thing to plant after clearing the land.. Everybody on their first 
clearing put out corn. © git 
Keieeue What was the condition of the land when you first 
went there ? 

Mr. Burnett. A thick jungle, mostly of bamboo brush, that you 
could not go through a rod without cutting vour way through. 

Mr. KrarruL. What was done by way of improvements by the 
colonists ? 

Mr. Burnett. Every one had built his own house and had made 
his own clearing and was working his place to improve it, just like 
he would in this country. 

In answer to that other question, if you want it more fully, we 
were not dependent on our corn for principal crop. That is the 
first thing we planted. Then our para grass, our money crop, was 
the primary crop. That was proven to be a great success. We 
knew what we were doing with that. We all had our citrus fruits; 
everybody had his orchard, but we did not try to find any market. 
We had proven what we could do, but nobody tried to market 
anything. 

Mr. Kearrut. About what size farms did the colonists have ? 
= Mr. Burnett. That depended on what a man was starting to do. 
Some of them, like Dr. Manly, who will testify for himself, had the 
object of establishing a ranch. His first crop was corn, like ours, 
so he had two or three hundred acres sowed to para grass. Those of 
us that were going to raise pineapples needed a smaller acreage for 
that. A few acres of that went a good ways. 

Mr. KearfFtL. How large was your place? 

Mr. Burnett. I had 10 acres up near town that I had bought and 
set to citrus fruit, and between that was putting out a a on 
my larger tract 6 miles out where I had 40 acres that had been planted 
to corn and then set to para grass. 

Mr. KearretL. Did those colonists have agricultural implements 
and stock of all kinds? 

Mr. BurxerTT. Yes, sir: all of our implements came from the 
United States, and our harness came from the United States. We 
bought native horses and mules and broke them and taught our 
Mexican help how to harness them. He turned the collar the wrong 
way on a mule; they never saw one harnessed before. We had to 
get all the implements from the United States. They did not have 
them there. 
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Mr. Kearrurt. Were you in any wise engaged in exploiting the 
Mexican people, or oppressing the Mexican people, or did you hear 
it stated that Americans were doing so in Mexico? 

Mr. Burnett. Only in this way, that we paid them double what 
they would pay one another. We had men working for us that we 

aid double what they would pay the other fellow if they worked 

or them, and they were very, very glad to work for us. If they did 

not want to work there was no way of forcing them and we never 
tried to. We always had all the labor we wanted. We paid labor 
just the same that the railroad did when it was put through their 
several years before, and from the very beginning we paid the same 
wages that they were paying, which was double what the Mexicans 
paid one another for work. 

Mr. Kearrut. What effect did the American operations have upon 
the Mexicans and their mode of living? 

Mr. Burxert. Men that had never seen a horse or a plow used in 
the field, before we left were borrowing our plows and putting some 
of our harness on their horses and were plowing their corn. They 
never had done the like before. At least three Mexicans had bought 
American wagons, which were a novelty in that country before our 
colony started. We hitched two horses to them, and they had 
bought three of those, and that was a good deal for them to be doing. 
Some of them had bought land of the company and had really their 
own home, which was a new thing. They never had known what it 
was to have a small tract of land, and they had put out their own 
fruit and they had a pride that no Mexican had who had not owned 
his own home. It made better citizens of them in every way. 

Mr. Kearrut. You say they learned that from the American 
colonists ? 

Mr. Burnett. Yes, sir; some of the young men that worked for 
our people learned how to do things like American citizens, and 
learned to talk English, and very good, very proud of it. 

Mr. Kearrvi. What was the relations between the American 
colonists and the native Mexicans? 

Mr. Burxerrt. I can illustrate that better by telling the closing 
scene when we left the neighborhood. It will be in order to tell it 
right now. When we were lined up ready to leave, our Mexican 
women shed more tears over our women going than I ever saw shed 
when families were being divided here. They threw their arms 
around their necks and cried. As their head men were shaking hands 
with us, tears were running down their cheeks. They felt that friends 
were leaving, and there was not one of them but what was a frien 
of ours, even after Vera Cruz had been occupied. We had nothing 
to fear from the Mexicans that lived in our community. All we 
feared then was straggling people and bandits, but our immediate 
Mexican neighbors that we ced among were friends right up to the 
very last. 

Mr. KearFuc. You went there first in the time of Porfirio Diaz? 

Mr. Burnett. Yes, sir; we went there when the Government was 
really inviting or bidding for Americans to come. On my first trip, 
I brought Fitzgerald’s Guide to Mexico, in which the president was 
really throwing out inducements and inviting Americans to come 
and invest. It was part of his policy. 

Mr. Kearrct. To develop the resources of the country ? 
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Mr. BurxerT. Yes, sir. . 

Mr. Kearrvn. Did you hear of any objections made by this Gov- 
emment:to American citizens going there to develop Mexico? 

Mr. Burnett. I never head any objection to it whatever in any 
way. 

Mr. KeEarFuL. Was there ever any intimation that Americans 
would not receive protection there ? 

Mr. Burnett. No, sir. We really had every reason to suppose, 
up until the very last, that we would be protected in case any pro- 
tection was needed. We never suspicioned but what we would be 
protected. 

In passing from the other answer, do you care for any proof about 
the feeling of the administration at the time I went there regarding 
the Americans going there ? 
oh Kearrut. I should like to have a statement from you about 
that. 

Mr. Burnertr. Here is a publication gotten out by Fitzgerald. In 
that they were trying to get Americans to go there by showing up 
the natural resources and possibilities of the country and bidding for 
Americans to go there and settle. I read that on my first trip down, 
and also I met Fitzgerald. 

Mr. KearruL. Who was Fitzgerald ? 

Mr. Burnett. He was an American, and he was living in Mexico 
City. I do not know how long he had been there. He published 
three editions of that hook. In looking through that you will find 
that it is bidding in as strong language as anybody could for Ameri- 
cans to develop the resources of that tropical country. 

. Kearrun. Do you understand that this book was gotten out 
under the auspices of the Mexican Government ? 

Mr. Burnetr. Yes, sir. You will find on the first leaf that that 
was started by them—that is, while the first edition was not printed 
by the Government, the Government was furnishing expenses of 
having it published. a 

Mr. KearFuL. The title page states that it is published by the 
Mexican Government under the direction of Hon. E. Aldesoro, acting 
secretary of Fomento, by order of Gen. Porfirio Diaz, President of 
the Republic of Mexico. Was this book pretty generally circulated 
in the United States ? 

Mr. Burnett. Yes, sir; and especially among any one that was 
oing down with any view of doing anything. I had one on my 
rst trip, and there were three editions already put out. 

Mr. KEaRFUL. This seems to have been published in 1906? 

r. Burnett. Yes, sir. The first trip down was in the very 
close of 1906. The book holds out every inducement possible and 
every encouragement possible for Americans to invest im land in 
Mexico and develop the resources. That had more to do in decid- 
ing me than anything else. Just at present I can not turn to the 
particular pages there because I have not read the book for a good 
while, but I read it over carefully when it was first put out. 

I do not want to be understood that there was any concession or 
anything like that from the President of Mexico or the Government 
of Mexico. There was nothing like that. Our poopie bought their 
land right out and paid for it just like they would pay for it here. 
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Mr. Kearrvn. You and your neighbors had no concessions from 
the Mexican authorities that gave you special privileges over other 
pople 4 

Mr. Beasntr. No, sir: not in anv wav. and we never had any 
clash or any trouble in any way with the authorities and thev had 
no reason to complain of our being there during the six years. 

Mr. Keanrcen. Do you know whether or not this publication was 
approved by the anthorities of this Government ? 

Mr. enxetr. Of course. I do not know about that. but I never 
heard any hint whatever to the contrary. I had read that and 
owned my land two vears before I went to it. I was living in 
Oklahoma the rest of the time. and other people were going down 
aod buving, and I never heard a word of anv protest whatever. 
| talked occasionally with the American consul at Vera Cruz, and 
f never had any hints from him that there was any objection from 
this country regarding our being there at all. 

Mr. Kearrur. When was the first intimation vou had from the 
authorities in this country that vou had no business there! 

Mr. Bersxerr. We did not know much about that until we were 
going out and after we got out, but some things that did not sound 
just right to us were statements that we had heard to the effect that 
while American lives abroad would be rotected, vet not a life 
would be sacrificed to protect property in foreign countries, or some- 
thing to that effect. We heard of statements like that being made. 
Then when we were leaving we had a conviction that we were not 
being protected as well as subjects of other countries were being 
protected, 

Mr. Kearrus., What was the reason for that? 

Mr. Buexerr. We realized that the Mexican people were not 
having the respect for this Government that they had for others. 

Me Keserci. What grounds had they for that fecling ? 

Mi. Bernxerr. The watchful waiting poliev. 

Mr. Kearrer. You heard them talk about it, T suppose? What 
did they have to say nbout the actions of this Government toward 
them and their country ? 

Mr. Bers err. The papers that we read, the Mexican papers, seemed 
to feel it was a little bit of a joke. Things that this country were 
stating they did not like, because we were hearing oceasionally that 
if the Mexican Government would do eertain things it would be 
displeasing to this country, and they would go on and do them and 
that was the last of it, After awhile there would be another state- 
ment that certain other things would be displeasing to this country, 
and then they would go on and do them again, so that it became 
rather a standing joke that they could do as they pleased with this 
country: Chat this countey would not call them to time for it. 

Mer. Weevtetn. Before vou left Mexico did you have anv troubles 
with the Mesicans é 

Mr. Burnrerr. None whatever. until after the landing of the troops 
at Vera Crag We aed taere caren out aour sears of resolution, 
and it Was very common to hoar of notices saving, “You have noth- 
me to fear; vou Americans have nothing to fear. They were afral 
of betng forced mto the Federal army, af the Federal army was in 
control, er into the rebal ranks if the rebels were in control, but we 
being forewners were net supposed to be bothered either wav, and we 
Were not bothered until the landing of the troops at Vera Cruz. 
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Mr. KearFuL. You spoke about the revolution. That was the 
beginning of the Madero revolution, and up to the time of the landing 
of the troops in Vera Cruz? 

Mr. Burnett. Yes, sir: four years. We lived there during that 
four years of revolution. 

Mr. Kearru.. Prior to that time and in the time of Diaz what 
was the condition as to security for life and property? 

Mr. BURNETT. It was a common saying that if a man wanted to 
commit any crime, he had better commit it in the United States 
than commit it in Mexico; that he was sure of punishment there and 
severe punishment. We had nothing to fear. We never even 
locked our houses. We never had anything stolen, so far as I know. 

Mr. KearFuL. What was the condition of travel? 

Mr. Burnett. They hardly knew what roads were. There was 
not a wagon road in that part of the country. ‘They would go horse- 
back. We had roads all over our colony, but we could not go out 
of the colony in a wagon. 

Mr. KEAaRFUL. | meant as to feeling secure in travel. 

Mr. Burnett. Until a way alone in the war a person could travel 
anywhere and be perfectly safe. e had nothing to fear in traveling 
and going among strangers. : 

Mr. KEarFuUL. Were there any districts infested with bandits dur- 
ing the time of Diaz that you know of? 

fr. BURNET. I think not. | 

Mr. KearruL. Did any of that sort of thing occur before you left 
there? 

Mr. BURNETT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrut. To what extent? 

Mr. Burnett. To a very large extent. Of course, during the 
Madero revolution we were not in the part that was having so much 
fighting. We were more in the district that Zapata’s rebels were 
occupying, and yet they would only be in our part of the country to 
pene up recruits, and we had nothing special to fear from them 

hey came to our town occasionally. 

One morning our people got up and found something like 100 men 
on horses in the streets watching for people to get up, and they robbed 
the depot and two or three trains that came in that day. They con- 
sidered that as government property and they had the right to it; 
but Americans, members of our colony, stood back and saw what they 
were doing. They also allowed the Americans to take kodak pic- 
tures of them, pictures showing some of our Americans in their pic- 
ture also. They paid no attention to anything of that sort. There 
was no trouble alee them and our Americans at all. 

Mr. Kearrun. Those were Zapatistas, you say ! 

Mr. Burnett. Yes, sir; more especially, but all of them at that 
time were claiming to be looking to Madero, all the revolutionists 
then, and that was before Madero was at the head. While he was 
really at the head of the revolution, yet Zapata was the leader. 

Mr. Kearrvt. Those people claimed to be followers of Madero and 
rebels against Diaz? l 

r. BURNETT. Yes, sir. That was at the beginning of 1910. 

Mr. KearruL. When did your first troubles begin ? 

Mr. Burnett. Really we did not have any trouble until the landin 
of the American troops at Vera Cruz. We stayed at our homes cad 
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went on with our work just as we always had. Some of our Americans 
had saddle horses taken from them, and they would ride them until 
they got tired and then turn them loose, and in some cases send them 
word where they had turned them loose. There never was but one 
horse that stayed away, and an officer took that. It was a good 
horse and he kept it. A few lost their guns, but that was all. Bhey 
were the only losses Americans had until the time of our leaving. 

Mr. Kearrut. What happened at the time you left the country! 

Mr. Bernetr. In how much detail do you want that? 

Mr. Kearruc. Just as it occurs to you as it was impressed upon 
your mind, so we can get a picture of it. 

Mr. Burnerr. The superintendent of the company received word 
from his wife and son, who were at Vera Cruz, of the serious condition 
and the insulting of the flag at Tampico and the fleet that was coming. 
Of course news was being ‘kept down, and if it had not been for that 
we would not have known about it. 

We called the colony together Sunday afternoon. That wasthe 
20th of April. We said we had no right to keep those facts secret 
and not let the people know the condition. and we read the letter 
that had come and told them just how conditions stood. 

Mrs. Miles was urging us all to come. We said a woman might 
not realize like a man what it would mean for us all to leave our 
homes, and every one decided to stay until they had additional 
word. Mr. Miles went down on Monday. Sunday was the 19th and 
he went down on Monday the 20th. He was to notify us of the 
condition. 

Mr. Kearruc. That is, he went down to Vera Cruz? 

Mr. Burnerr. Yes, where his wife and son were. He wrote a 
Jetter back, and if you wanted it it could be put in as a part of my 
testimony, but the substance was that he gave us conditions that 
vou people here all knew about, that we had not been hearing, but 
the consul at the time the train left, which was eight something, 
refused to give any order to us to leave until after he had opened his 
morning mail, which was 8 or 8.30 or something like that. That 
was at that hour in the morning before the troops landed about 
10.30, and vet the consul would not give any instructions for us to 
come out. 

Mr. KearreL. What was the reason for that ’ 

Mr. Burnerr. He knew of no special reason at that time for giv- 
ing that order. 

Mr. Kearrun. Do vou mean that he did not know that troops 
were going to be landed ? 

Mr. Burserr. No: he knew nothing about that at about 5 or 8.30 
in the mormng before they landed at ten something. 

Mr. Keareun. What notice did you get to get out of the country 
before that time ? 

Mr. Berserr. Along in the fall. perhaps October before this. we 
had the notice that was given to the consuls for them to deliver to the 
Americans for us all to leave our property in the hands of the con- 
suls and to leave the country at once. That was it in substance. 
have not a copy of it here. I did have a copy of that order. 

Mr. Kearrut. What was the reason given for the order, if anv! 

Mr. Burnett. The reason was not given. We considered that the 
order that Was given like that ought to have meant that intervention 
was going to follow. That is what everybody really considered. 
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Mr. Kearru.. There was no interpretation you could put upon it? 

Mr. Burnetr. That is about the only one. I have a statement 
here that was sent at the time we were leaving. I do not think I 
have the notice. I am sure that it could be procured. 

Mr. KEarFUL. This notice you say was given in the fall of 1913? 

Mr. BuRNETT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrut. And the impression created was that intervention 
was imminent ? 

Mr. BURNETT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KearFuL. You could find no other reason for such a notice 
being given ? 

Mr. Burnett. We could find no reason for our leaving unless in- 
tervention was coming. We did not leave, and something like 10 
days or two weeks afterwards we had the statement sent out that the 
Government did not mean by that for us to abandon all we had at 
a sacrifice, but the interpretation was that as soon as it was con- 
venient to do so, as soon as we could straighten our affairs, we 
should get to a safer place. That was not the way we interpreted 
the message when we received it. 

Mr. KearFut. That was inconsistent with the first message? 

Mr. Burnett. It was entirely opposite, and to be plain about it, 
that caused some of us to smile when we read it, and others as well. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Some of them did more than smile, did they not? 

Mr. Burnett. They might have done more if they had had an 
opportunity, but that is all we could do. 

_ Mr. Kearrut. You were a minister and perhaps they did not swear 
In your presence ? 

r. BURNETT. Our people were not all swearing people anyway, 
but we were not real well pleased, and that is putting it mildly. 

Mr. Kearrvn. What events were happening in Mexico at the time 
this first order was received that seemed to be a ground for inter- 
ference in Mexico by this Government ? 

Mr. Burnetr. The conditions were getting pretty bad, and our 
Government was taking a stand ‘against what we Americans that 
lived in Mexico thought was the last chance of the Mexican people to 
ever bring about a stable government. We believed that Huerta 
government was the last chance Mexico had, and this Government was 
taking a positive stand against the Huerta government. 

Mr. Kearrcu. Did you receive protection to hfe and property 
under Huerta ? 

Mr. Burnett. Yos, sir. At one time they had about 20 soldfers 
stationed there simply to give us protection, and they did every- 
thing we asked them to do to give us protection. 

Mr. Kearruyu. Was there any looting or robbing of your property 
during the time of Huerta, up to the landing of troops at Vera Cruz? 

Mr. Burnetr. We never ee anything. Usually the corn pens 
were out of sight of every house and unlocked, and never could we 
sée that any corn was missing. We never lost any horses or cattle. 
_ Mr. KearruL. What was the policy of the American Government 
in regard to Huerta as it was understood by you? 

. Burnett. It was that they had positively refused to recognize 
him, and it seemed to us that they were determined to put him down. 
That is the way it seemed to us at that distance. It looked that way, 
that they were taking a positive stand against the Huerta govern- 
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ment, but we considered it was the last chance that Mexico had to 
bring about a settlement of their troubles. 

Mr. KearFrut. Do you mean the American Government was losing 
a chance ? - 

Mr. Burnett. No, sir; the Huerta Government was to lose the 
chance. As a man we did not consider that he was anywhere near 
an angel, but we considered that Mexico needed a good strong hand 
at that time, and it seemed that Huerta was that kind, and as far as 
we could see was respecting the rights of the people, and we felt that 
we had had, just as the people in general had had, justice from him. 

Mr. KearrtL. What was the general feeling in Mexico as to the 

robability of Huerta being successful except for the attitude of this 
overnment ? 

Mr. Burnett. We felt he would have brought about peace even if 
this country had remained neutral and taken no stand. With their 
help, there is no question in my mind that he would have brought 
about peace. So far as I ever heard, that was the opinion of every 
American in Mexico that I heard express themselves. 

Mr. Kearrut. What was the opinion of Mexicans generally, in- 
telligent Mexicans, who were capable of having opinions ? 

Mr. BurneETT. That is hard to answer. At the time Huerta went 
in he had a very strong influence on his side. Of course, Carranza 
was up in the north and Zapata we alwavs had with us; he was in 
the south, but neither one had any strength at the beginning, and I 
think that, recognizing Huerta, they never would have gained much 
strength. 

Mr. KearruL. Do you think they would have had any strength if 
they had not been supported in this country ? i 

Mr. Burnett. Without saying how muadi support they were get- 
ting, cutting off the financial support of the established overnment 
under Huerta was helping the dide, and if they had been left entirely 
alone I believe Huerta would have handled the situation without 
any outside help if he could have been left free to do it without hav- 
ing his resources curtailed by other people. 

r. KearruL. The taking of Vera Cruz had some effect ? 

Mr. Burnett. That was the only reason for taking Vera Cruz. 
It was Huerta’s era source of revenue. They had refused to 
loan money and all that, which they had a right to do, but the legiti- 
mate income from Vera Cruz was keeping him going, and the taking 
of Vera Cruz was cutting that off. That was the final blow, as we 
thought. 

Mr. Kearrun. Will vou proceed now and relate vour further ex- 
perience at that time! . 

Mr. BURNETT. On this Tuesday morning, the 21st, before we had 
our letters—of course, there was an operator there at our station 
giving the news all the time from Vera Cruz. We had a man that 
was a telegraph operator, who understood Mexican, ‘that sat right 
by the operator all day long. We had all the news that was going 
over the wire. It was not all truthful news but we realized the 
condition before we got any word through from our man in Vera 
Cruz that our troops had landed at Vera Cruz, and there had been 
firing—exaggerated reports, of course. It is not necessary to tell 
the rumors that were broadcast. This country perhaps would have 
exaggerated, too, when they had a two fold object. The Mexicans 
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exaggerated to arouse their people so they would enlist under the 
banner of their country to meet the enemy, and so they exaggerated 
conditions at Vera Cruz, but we knew they were very critical before 
we had heard. 

The first word was that the consul refused to give any orders until 
he opened his mail, and in that hour and a half or two hours troops 
had landed and we had a dispatch that made it necessary to leave. 
We got that late in the evening of Tuesday, and we planned to leave 
Wednesday morning. 

We spent the night packing our trunks and grips, ready to take 
the train for Vera Cruz. ‘Then we heard Wednesday morning, just 
about starting time, that the track had been torn up out of Vera 
Cruz, and that we could not reach Vera Cruz, and we preferred stay- 
ing among Mexicans whom we knew, rather than to leave home and 
be among strange Mexicans. So westayed there until Friday. Most 
of our people had gone into the hotel, and were staying there. Two 
or three families of us, mine among them, stayed in their homes 
until Friday. 

We were expecting that the American army would rebuild that 
track and come out for us. ‘They knew where we were, and We sup- 
posed they were coming immediately to the interior. All those days 
troop train after troop train went through, going to the mountains. 
They had taken most of them out of three or four States south of us, 
and were taking them toward Mexico City, really abandoning all 
those tropical States, thinking that American troops would soon be 
coming in, and they were turning that country over to them. 

On Friday I was out at my place and my wife was in town, and 
when I came in I found a number of men there and found that they 
had taken charge of the Americans that were there at the station, had 
taken their guns and kind of herded them there together, and as 
different ones of us came in they would take our guns and put us over 
there with the others. We had better judgment than to show any 
fight. There were 30 of them, and we were coming in 1 or 2 at a 
time, and we had no way of knowing what was going on. We had 
appealed to the Mexican Government to send us a guard to protect 
us from bandits. We did not know but what the Mexican Govern- 
ment had sent them, and we did not know whether they were bandits. 
They wore no uniform at all. | 
_ After we came in, all except a few, they sent men out to bring them 
in, and then they had all our guns. They opened all of our trunks 
and grips to see whether we had any more guns or ammunition that 
was put away. 

Alter our women had cooked a good meal and offered dinner to the 
soldiers, they said they did not need anything. We saw by that that 
they were afraid there was some poison in the food, and then we began 
to wonder what kind of people they were that thought we wanted to 
poison them. So we sat down and ate a very hearty meal, with 
about 12 men standing over the table with rifles watching us. 

Up to that time they had been very quiet. As we came out on the 
porch they were through searching the trunks, and the leader gave 
Instructions to line up. One of his men did not move quickly enough 
and he slapped him in the face. He jerked our men into line. He 
ined us up in the street and took us from the hotel and lined us up ia 
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such a way that when we faced the street our backs were to a garden. 
He took one man and shoved hiro up against my back. and then fol- 
lowed suit with two more men, Putting us about four or five oe 
apart, he would take one of his men by the shoulder and straighten 
hin around so he was in good line with myself and the man behind 
me, and then another one in front of the next two. In this way he 
had one soldier with a rifle in front of every pair of men. and then he 
ordered the rest of the men to stand off at one side. He stood up 
there then and stated that he Was going to shoot us down like dogs. 
We could not tell how long it was. It seemed a long time. It might 
have been a minute or it might have been 10 minutes. It seemed. 
though, quite a while, Then we were ordered to line up and march 
back, The men went single handed. We did not carry a thing. 

After half an hour our y omen, Who had collected the grips. gathered 
the grips together and their little packages so if they had any chance 
to leave they could carry them. Under another ‘escort thev were 
marched over to the station and all that we took out of Mexico was 
carried by the women and children on that one trip to the depot. 
Our tranks are still in Mexico, with their contents and everything 
else. Our teams were left there tied to the hitching rack. 

Mr. Kearrern. Do You mean your trunks are eft in some safe 
place? ) 

Mr. Bursxerr, They were left at the hotel, part of them, and part 
of them were left at the depot. Months later, when our first people 
went back, the trunks were still there, but when they later had to 
leave and go to Vera Cruz tho trunks had been looted of everything 
of any value. Woe never got any of them or anything that was in 
them. ) l 

Wo were put on a flat car—the men were. The women were put 
in a coal car on a wrecking train, and then we were all taken up the 
line. The men were first unloaded and, midst the jeers of a great 
crowd, wo were marched through the streets and taken to a guard- 
house. About half or three-quarters of an hour later we heard the 
women and children coming. We supposed perhaps the train was 
gomg to take them on to some other station. They brought them in 
and put them in another room, and we were just sitting there and 
expecting every moment that they were going to give us some kind 
of a trial. They did not even inform us that we would stay there all 
night. We staved there all night and we stayed there the next day 
and the next night and until the following day: 

Mr. Kearrun. Did vou have food and accommodations ? 

Mr. Bursxerr. We had food when we paid for it. They allowed 
some Mexican women to come to the windows and we would order 
some food and pay forit. We had plenty up until Sunday. 

Before our dinner eame we were ordered to line up and were 
marched to the train, and then sent up to Cordova to the military 
ison and were put in the military prison, We had nothing to eat 
hiv Sunday morning untilin the afternoon of Monday in the military 
prison, We left there Monday night, ) 

At that time they had found that it Was not intervention that the 
United States was talking with the Mexican Government with a 
view of setthng their ditforences. Then the authorities agreed to 
send us to Vera Cruz. We. with Americans that lived in the town. 
made a company of over 200 that were crowded into one coach and 
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started off toward Vera Cruz. We went as far as the place the 
Mexican troops sought that were driven out of Vera Cruz 

Mr. KearFrut. Soledad ? 

Mr. Bcernetr. Yes. We were left in the car all ne The next 
morning we were told that we could get out on the sidewalk, and the 
next thing we knew they had filled the coach with soldiers and had 
reversed the engine and were riding straight back up the mountains. 
- We asked what he meant. He said it was not safe to go any further. 
That was 25 miles from Vera Cruz. 

Mr. KearruL. Were you given accommodations in Vera Cruz? 

Mr. Burnett. Only as we would find Mexicans that would bring 
us something. We still had some money. We had accommodations. 
When the officials found they were charging us too much, they put a 
siop to it and caused the natives to sell us food reasonably. _ 

fe were just there until a little after noon. The agent said that 
it would be necessary to send us to Mexico City. He had no instruc- 
tions about us. We were left without instructions, and they had 
sent them to Mexico City. We told him we wanted to go the other 
way and he said he could not send us the other way. 

About 11 or 12 o'clock, unexpectedly a train came in from Mexico 
City and there were two British officers and two British marines in 
the car. They had been to Mexico City to try to get permission 
from Huerta to guard that strip of line where the track was torn up, 
so that refugees could go, and they refused to grant permission and 
refused to let him take any Americans out of the city, but he took 
us all in and took us to the end of the track. 

Mr. KearFut. Did he represent that you were British subjects in 
order to get that permission ? 

Mr. Burnett. No, sir; he did not at all, and we did not deny our 
nationality. We were known to be Americans. I do not know 
what he did. He said he would see what he could do for us, but it 
was not. half an hour until he took us on. Perhaps he got permis- 
sion from the agent, because they wanted to get us off their hands 
after they found it was not a matter of intervention. 

We found later that we had been prisoners of war, but we did not 
know what we were until that time. 

Mr. KearruL. What was the name of the Huerta military com- 
mander at Soledad ? | 

Mr. Burnett. I do not know. The main part of the army had 
moved the day before. It was only a remnant there, so there was 
really no officer in charge at Soledad. 

When we reached the end of the track, the marine went ahead 
with a white flag, behind him 100 yards was a British officer with a 
British flag, then 200 people strung out along the torn-up railroad, 
with an officer behind with a British flag. We traveled the 2 miles 
we were supposed to travel, and found no train at the end of the track 
and we walked 4 miles farther, which was 6 miles we walked in 
the heat of the day in a tropical sun in the hottest month of the year 
in that country. Then we came in sight of the outposts of the 
American Army and saw the United States flag. If we had had a 
ung before that we would have hidden it or burned it to get it out of 
sight, but it looked mighty good when we saw it over on that side of 
no man’s land. 

Mr. Kearrvi. Did you think it looked good in Vera Cruz’ 
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Mr. BURNETT. Splendid. It looked fine up on top of those grand 
sand dunes, too. 

Mr. Kearruu. Did it occur to vou at the time that all your 
troubles were caused by the bringing of the flag into Vera Cruz? 

Mr. Burnerr. They could not feel about it just then like we did 
afterwards, because we felt afterwards that it would go on and do 
what we considered it ought to do. We did not know at that time 
what it was going to do. 

Mr. Kearrut. You did not know at that time that it was going 
to stop at Vera Cruz? 

Mr. Burnetr. It was being suspicioned, and we actually heard 
soldiers say that if it did they would be ashamed, and would be 
ashamed to look other nationalities in the face if it went back. 

Mr. Kearrut. Was that generally the feeling among Americans 
and American soldiers ? . 

Mr. Burnetr. Pretty generally. 

Mr. Kearruc. The soldiers themselves felt that way, did they? 

Mr. Burnett. Surely; but to us it looked pretty good. It meant 
safety, and our troubles were seemingly at an end. We had every- 
thing we wanted to cat Just in a little waile after we came up to the 
outposts. They fed us, and they had already signaled the city for a 
train. We were through eating by the time it came, and we actually 
were picked up and put on the train by the marines that were acting 
as porters and that were swarming around there like bees. They led 
us on to the end, and we were well cared for from that time on and 
had no complaint whatever. 

Mr. Kearrut. How did you get out of Vera Cruz? 

Mr. Burnett. Before we reached the city we had all signed cards. 
giving our names, wnere we were from, and where we wanted to go 
in the States. When we reached Vera Cruz, we stepped off the train, 
and the first thing we heard was the Mexican newsboys calling out 
the Mexico City Herald in good English. Tne depot man was an 
American post-office man, and the American flag was on almost every 
building. There were American mules hitched to American wagons, 
and everything like that all over town. 

We were taken Immediately to the ship that was to take us across 
and were given our quarters and well cared for from that time on. 
About the Ist or 2d of May we started for New Orleans, and then 
were sent to our destination in the United States after we reached 
there. 

Mr. Kearrun. Did vou have good accommodations on the ship? 

Mr. Bursxetrr. Good enough; yes, sir; plenty to eat: and, if no 
other place, a good place on the deck to he down and sleep, and we 
enjoyed it. 

Mr. Kearreu. Were you well received at New Orleans ? 

Mr. Burner. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KEARFUL. And you then went to your own homes ? 

Mr. BURNETT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KEAnFUL. Was vour passage paid? 

Mr. Burner. Yes, sir: our passage was paid and as we passed 
from one desk to another we stated the amount of money that we 
had and without asking any other questions if they saw we had 
plenty to pav for our meals to destination we just received the 
passage. If they saw that we had not enough we were given enough 
money to give us our meals until we reached destination. 
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Mr. KearruL. Did you receive first-class passage on the ship from 
Vera Cruz ? 

Mr. Burnett. There was no first and no second. 

Mr. Kearrut. It was all one? 

Mr. BurnetTr. One thing we enjoyed, some of us, Was when people 
would throw out their money and say, “Here, I want so and so,” 
they would reply, “The United States is running this vessel. Tips 
don’t go here.” We were all treated the same. We all had the same 
food. Some ate up in the dining room that had fine furniture and 
fine dishes, but they had exactly the same food that we had at our 
long table where it was put on farmer style. Soon the first-class 
fellows were down eating with us. We had every reason to be 
proud of the way the Government treated us in bringing us across, 


and every one was cared for alike. There was no complaint, and no 


complaint about treatment when we reached the United States. 

Mr. KearruL. Did vou ever go back? 

Mr. BurNETT. To Mexico! 

Mr. KEARFUL. Yes. 

Mr. Burnett. No, sir. 

Mr. KearFuL. Why not? 

Mr. Burnett. I was ready to go back for about three or four years 
just whenever conditions were in any wise safe at all, and a few 
times was ready to go until something else would break out down 
there worse than it was before. ‘fo us that was home. We liked to 
live there, we enjoyed living there, and everything we had in the 
world was there. 

Mr. Kearruv. In October, 1915, this Government recognized 
Carranza as head of the de facto government. Did you receive any 
assurance then that you would be protected if you went back, or 
Were you invited to go back at that time? 

Mr. Burnett. No, sir; I do not think we were ever invited. Some 
of our people that had no families went down in the fall of 1914 and 
stayed awhile there, part of the time at Vera Cruz, and we kept 
hearing regularly from them, but the rebels were pretty active all 
through that time down there and finally they had to leave again. 
The conditions were very bad and have been ever since and are yet 
in that part of the country. i 

Mr. KearruL. Have they been getting worse or better? 

Mr. Burnett. It is difficult to tell. if you are to judge by what 
you read—: am taking a paper that is published in English in Mexico 
City that would indicate that perfect peace prevails all over Mexico 
and that it is perfectly safe to go into any part of the country; but 
information from other sources would indicate that it is not at all 
safe to be in that part of the country yet. 

Mr. KearFut. Jf you thought it was safe, would you go hack there? 

ce BURNETT. Yes, sir; because the savings of a lifetime are all 
there. 

Mr. Kearrvut. Do many of your neighbors feel the same way, and 
are they in the same condition ? 

Mr. Burnetr. Yes, sir. «© only know of possibly two or three 
families in our colony that had anything left in the United States at 
all. Everything they had was down there. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Are any of them there now ? 

Mr. Burnett. No, sir. 
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Mr. KeEArFUL. Have they all gone? 

Mr. Burserr. Every one left. We all had to leave. 

Mr. Kearrun. What became of their property ? 

Mr. Burxerr. When we were leaving. the man that had charge, 
that took us away, said our property was all right and they would 
take care of it and look out for it. 

Mr. KeaARFUL. That was a Mexican officer ? 

Mr. Burner. Yes: that was a Mexican officer. We did not 
know whether he was an outlaw or an official, but he turned us over 
to the Federal authorities, and later we were sent by him to the 
headquarters of the Mexican army at Cordova. 

In response to what he said, they took charge, and about two days 
after we left, so we heard afterwards, they sent soldiers there to take 
charge of our houses and our property, and they shipped out all of 
our horses and cattle and wagons and everything that the army or the 
Government could make anv use of. They stationed men there to 
take care of our crops and ship them out when they ripened. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did vou get pay for any of those things ? 

Mr. Burnetr. Not a cent. We estimated that we had at least 
75 acres of pineapples that were just beginning to ripen and we 
would have about 100 acres the next vear. Jt takes two vears for 
them to ripen, and we would have had 75 acres the first year and 
100 acres the next vear. We never had a cent from that or from 
anv of our stock or anything that we left there at all. 

Mr. Kearrut. What efforts have you made to recover your 
property or to receive compensation for it ? 

Mr Burnetr. This Government instructed us before we left 
there, through the American concul at Vera Cruz, to make out an 
invoice of the property that we were leaving and have it signed 
by two or three witnesses and to leave it with the consul at Vera 
Cruz, I think four copies, so that he could send one copy to Wash- 
ington, keep one, ana one copy to Mexico City, whenever a govern- 
ment was established there, and one to the governor of the State. 
I think that is where the fourth one went. That is all that we did 
until along in the fall or really in January. In following out the 
instructions of the Secretary of State a number of us filled out 
blanks like he instructed us to fill out, and have filed them with the 
Secretary of State. 

Mr. Kearrun. That is the ordinary blank form provided for 
claims against a foreign Government ? 

Mr. Bernerr. Yes; showing our reason for being in Mexico and 
our right there and what we had and what we abandoned, and the 
reason for abandoning it. and all the proof that it was possible for 
us to give. You have seen the form and know about what it is. 
We were to fix up three copies, and send two to the Secretary of 
State and keep one. This is the one copy that I have here. 

Mr. Kearree. The only reason vou could give for abandoning 
vour property was that vou were ordered out by the American 
authorities / 

Mr. Bersetr. Well, hardly that. 

Mr. Kearreut. Or the taking of Vera Cruz? 

Mr. Burnetr. We did not leave because of any order. We left 
when we were led out by the Mexican authorities. ` 

Mr. KearrtL. Because American forces had taken Vera Cruz? 
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Mr. Burnett. Surely that was the reason, when they thought it 
was intervention. Three davs later I believe the American au- 
thorities would have let us remain in our homes, but when we reached 
Vera Cruz some of us were perfectly willing to stay there, hoping 
we could go back, but we had no choice in the matter at all. 

Mr. Kearrcn. The American authorities made you go? 

Mr. Burxerr. All except a few of our number that they enlisted 
in their service and kept there, that they could use as stenographers 
or gnides. The rest of us had no choice. We had to go to the ships 
and leave, as the easiest way for them to handle us. 

Mr. Kearrun. You do know, do vou not, that Americans in other 
parts of Mexico did go back to their properties, and were protected 
by Huerta as long as he held control 

Mr. Burxerr. He did not have control for so very long: in fact, 
conditions kept getting worse and worse. They were worse all over 
the country when the United States troops left Vera Cruz than they 
were when they landed, or worse than they ever had been before 
they landed. 

Mr. Kearrvur. Vera Cruz was taken in April. and Huerta left in 
July ? . 

Mr. Burverr. That was not very long, and we had no choice in 
the matter. We had to leave. Even our wives were perfectly willing 
and wanted to stay at Vera Cruz, so we could go home in a few days, 
but we had no choice in the matter. 

We were under instructions from this country, and were taken to 
the rescue ship and brought across, and had no permission to go 
back. Some of our people went back that fall, men that had no 
families, and even then they later said it was monotonous to have 
the train fired on every time they wanted to go anywhere, fired on 
by men in the bush, and that that was continually happening. It 
never has been safe in that neighborhood so far as we know, and 
Carranza has not had charge of that part of the country for a good 
long while. The rebels are holding that part of the country. 

Mr. KearruL. The State of Oaxaca has throughout the revolution 
maintained its independenee, and has not recognized Carranza ? 

Mr. Burnett. I do not think they recognized him. Thev did not 
at the start. Then that is the home of Felix Diaz. He is somewhere 
in that State now. Our part of the country, it has been my under- 
standing, has been in the ands of the rebels for a good long while. 

Mr. Kearrut. In that part of the country Carranza has no control ? 

Mr. Burxert. That was the case as long as any of our people were 
going back and forth down there. 

Mr. Kearruc. Have vou definite information as to the conditions 
of those farms now? 

Mr. Burnett. I have not heard anything for two or three years, 
but for a time, as long as any of our people stayed at Vera Cruz, 
some single men, and men whose families were back here, and especi- 
ally those that worked for the government—-while they were there 
they made their homes in Vera Cruz, but would go out occasionally, 
and the last I heard was that a Mexican whom they did not know at 
all was living in my house. No one was out to my place where my 
stock was left, and Ido not know whether my stock was ever shipped 
out or was left in the jungle. They said, regarding the furniture and 
the implements - Mr. Miles. who was superintendent for the com- 
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pany, wrote me that there was just barely enough that they could 
gather up from every source to kind of “bach” with while they were 
there. They had no way of knowing who any of it belonged to. It 
had been sacked until there was just enough for four or five of those 
fellows to have enough to “bach” and get along with. Even in the 
hotel the furniture had been taken out, and everything that was of 
any value was taken; just enough here and there that by putting it 
all together they could kind of keep house and “bach” while they 
were there. 

Mr. Kearrut. Havo any of the colonists received any revenue 
from their places ? 

Mr. BURNETT. Not a cent. There was no revenue ever had. 

Mr. KEARFUL. The places are not rented out? 

Mr. Burnett. No, sir. 

Mr. Kearrvt. Are they occupied and worked at all by the Mexicans? 

Mr. Burnett. The houses, where they were fit to live in, the last we 
heard, were being occupied. I asked who it was that was living in 
my house, and the party wrote me that he did not know who it was: 
that it was someone that had come in. Most of the Mexicans that 
lived in that community when we were there were driven out by 
soldiers when they came. They did not care to have anybody there 
that had been very friendly to the Americans, and that made it hard 
for us to hear anything, and I have not had anything directly or 
indirectly for two or three vears. i 

Mr. KearFuL. Do you know what the condition of the fields is 
to-day ? 

Mr. Burnett. Yes, sir; by what I observed hefore I left. My 10 
acres, that was all set to either citrus fruit or mangoes, is less than 
a quarter from the railroad. In a vear’s time it would be grown up 
to weeds and vines and brush, and the first time the section men 
burn the right of way, if it was a dry spring, the fire would run right 
through it. That would mean death to the trees. If no fire went 
through, even then it would be crowded out by brush 10 feet high. 
and there would be nothing left of anv value, because the ground is 
very fertile and they would grow in that way, but I am sure the fire 
has destroyed all the trees before now. There is no. hope ofany- 
thing else there. 

Mr. Kearrvu.. When did you file that statement with the State 
Department to which you referred awhile ago? 

Mr. BURNETT. That statement was filed in January, 1920. When 
I wrote the Secretary of State he looked over his records and said 
that he had the invoice of my property, which is the same as the 
invoice that I have here, which was filed with him, and he gave the 
date, in 1914, just about as soon as the consul could send it. It had 
been in his office all the time, but he said it was not a claim for 
damage, but would be looked upon more as an invoice of abandoned 

roperty, but suggested the filling out of this blank as soon as he 
ad it prepared. We waited two or throe months before it was out 
and just as soon as I received it T filled it out and filed it with him. 

Mr. Kearrert. What efforts did vou make to get any compensa- 
tion from the statement that you filed! Have you made any in- 
quiries as to what was going to be done to compensate you for your 
property that you left there ? ` 

Mr. BurNEtTT. Make inquiry of whom? 
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Mr. Kearrcn. Of the State Department. 

Mr. Burnett. No. They simply stated, as nearly as I can remem- 
ber now—I have not brought the letter with me. I think this ap- 
plication states that this does not say that the State Department has 
passed upon it or would give any insurance or assurance that the 
claim would be paid, but they would consider the matter, and at the 
first opportunity, or something to that effect, they would present 
r claim. I do not know when it is going to be done. I have no 
idea. 

Mr. KearruL. What was your understanding as to what the effect 
of this claim or inventory would be at some time? It was supposed 
to be the basis for something, was it not? 

Mr. BuRNETT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearru.. What did you understand it to be? 

Mr. Burnett. It was the understanding with us that the State 
Department was going to assist us. Let me read the action by the 
State Department. I think this covers the ground: 

This application form has been prepared for the assistance and guidance of pros- 

ctive claimants, and it is not to he understoed frem its contents as committing the 

epartment of State to take any action with respect to claims filed in accordance 
with its requirements. The department will, however, consider the claims on their 
merits and will take such action, if any, as may he deemed appr: priate and opportune 
considering the foreign relatiors of the United States and the circumstances of the 
case. Assistance of the State Department with respect to claims } as been withheld 
or refused in particular cases on account of speculative, exaggerated, or exorbitant 
nature of claims or on discovery of fraud. 

There are a number of other things. These were made out for 
everything, and they were selling the ground on which they had 
refused some of the claims. My final application was returned for 
some changes, and I have not heard since they passed upon it, if 
they have. After receiving the last copy they said at their earliest 
convenience they would consider it, and they have not told me 
whether they thought it was complete or not. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You lost everything you had at that time in 
Mexico? : 

Mr. Burnetr. Well, hardly. I had $9 in cash when I reached 
home and the clothes that I had slept in in jail and a few things 
that were in those grips that my wife and daughter carried. That 
ls everything on earth we had, and we have never had one penny 
from there since. It was everything we had in the world. 

Mr. KearruL_. What was the value of your investment in Mexico? 

Mr. Burnett. I had nearly a thousand acres of land and as you 
know the Government there raised the valuation a couple of years 
ago with the understanding that if any one could prove that they 
had given the proper valuation in their deed, it would be restored. 

ine was restored. The valuation was $4,466.32 on the thousand 
acres. I am paying taxes on that basis. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You are still paying taxes on that, are vou? 

Mr. Burnerr. Yes, sir. Those taxes were paid in December, 1916. 
They were 264 pesos, paving from the middle of 1913 to 1916. Since 
then I have paid the taxes up to July 1 of the year 1920. Of course, 
in this application, I am not putting in any claim for land, any more 
than for the citrus growth, of course, and the land that we had 
cleared and the crop that was growing up in brush and jungle like 
that tropical land does. That is all that is claimed for the land, but 
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[ have claimed. which is legitimate, for about $1 1,000 and Í can give 
yeu some of the prices that vou can see that it is not exorbitant. 

Mr. Kearrur. The committee does not care to go into the items 
for the purpose of passing upon vour claim. 

Mr. Bernerr. Anyway, these items are really the actual value. 
and much cheaper than any of those things could be replaced for now. 
The principal loss was the pineapple erop, and the 10 acres of citrus 
frit that was beginning to bear, and a nerserv of about 7.000 trees 
that had been budded to citrus fruit. 

Mr. Kearrun. Your loss was $11,000 / 

Mr. Bernxerr. Yes. sir: besides my land. My land Lam still hold- 
ing imn the hope of some day getting something out of it, and the Gov- 
ernment there still recognizes my right. . 

Mr. Keareun. Is that in terms of American money / 

Mr. Burnerr. Yes: in American gold. ) 

Mr. Kearren. It has been neariv six veas since vour loss 
occurred / l 

Mr. Burnerr. Yes, sir: and not one cent of interest or anything 
hike that is counted in, and no war-time price. Everv figure that I 
have given is the same as the Secretary of State will have that was 
filed with him six years ago. It js items like 825 for a native horse, 
and $25 fer a milk cow, and such prices as that. Iam out the use of 
the money all this time, and am not making anv note of that at all. 

Mr. Kearrer. In the statement by the State Department which 
vou read a while avo there was something to the effect that in sub- 
stance action would be taken at some time that would be appropriate 
and opportune. 

Mr. Bernerr. Yes: and © have had no hint when that time was 
coming. 

Mr. KEARFUL. During the six years. that have passed, have you 
made any inquiry as to whether the opportune time has arrived for 
appropriate action ’ 

VA Burnetr. You see, this was Just out this year, but I do not 
consider that there was any opportune time and that is why | have 
not taken the matter up. Really 1 was under the impression and 
the consul gave us to understand that that was a damage claim that 
this Government would look after, and the Secretary of State last 
summer wrote me that it would be considered in the light of invoices 
and inventory of abandoned property and not as a damage claim. 

Mr. Kearrun. What did he mean by abandoned property ¢ 

Mr. BURNETT. Secretary Bryan at ‘an early date, when he was 
ordering us out, instructed us then to leave all our property in the 
hands of the American consul and that they would look after it, and 
some people understood that it meant that it would be perfectly 
reasonable that our Government was going to see that everything 
was cared for, and yet we did not abandon it. We stayed until we 
were taken away by force. ` 

Mr. Kearrun. Your claim is against this Government and not 
against the Mexican Government! +s that the iden / 

_ Mr. Burnerr. No, sir, but we do feel that this Government should 
see that the Mexican Government would fulfill the pledge that Car- 
ranza made to this country a week or two before they recognize 
him as president. He made four pledges. ‘The first was giving 
religious liberty to the people. ‘The second was to make good a 
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damage to American property that was destroyed during the revolu- 
tion, and on that and the other pledges this country recognized him 
as president of Mexico. We feel that they ought to see that the 
Mexican Government keeps that particular pledge. ft was the 
Mexican Government. that took us from our homes, and when we 
reached Vera Cruz this Government took their own course and did 
not permit us to stay to look after our things, but told us to leave an 
inventory with the consul and that they would be looked after. 

Mr. Krarrcur. If you are right in your supposition that Huerta 
and his government were the only hope of Mexico and that Huerta 
was driven out because of the policy of this Government and that 
you were forced to leave and were taken away by the American 
authorities, how do you avoid the conclusion that this Government 
is responsible to vou and not the Mexican Government ? 

Mr. Bernetr. If we would accept the statements that were first 
made and the feeling that existed among the people, this country was 
taking the responsibility of caring for our interests and it was sup- 
posed that thev were going to do it. 

Mr. Kearrui. Would not vou go still further? Would not you 
hold this Government responsible for conditions in Mexico generally, 
for interference with the only hope that Mexico had, and removed 
the chance that Mexico had and imposed upon Mexico a Government 
that can not perform its obligations ? | 

Mr. Burnett. We all feel that that was the case, and although it 
would have made us remain there as prisoners of war almost to a man, 
when the troops landed they ought to have gone on and brought about 
order in the republic. It would have meant that we would have been 
taken to the mountains and kept as prisoners of war and perhaps 
would have starved to death. However, that is what ought to have 
been done when they landed at all: that is, they ought to have gone 
on and taken the country. : 

Mr. Kearrcu. Was not the difficulty in the landing of the troops 
in the first place? 

Mr. Burnett. That is all that caused the trouble, the landing of 
the troops. There was a friendly feeling in that part of the Republic 
toward Americans up until that time. 

Mr. Krarruv. You are naturally very much interested in what 
happens in Mexico and have talked with vour friends who, like vou, 
have been driven out or taken out of Mexico! 

Mr. Burnett. Yes. sir. 

Mr. Kearrun. What is the general opinion among the American 
refugees from Mexico as to what ought to have been done to protect 
them and their Mexican rights? 

Mr. Burnetr. When we came out there were about 700 on the 
vessel, 715 I believe. Some of them had been many years in Mexico. 
It was the unanimous opinion that there never would be peace in 
Mexico and our interests never would be cared for until the United 
States or some other country came in and brought about peace, after 
the city was taken. It was claimed that the Huerta Government 
was gone. We had no hope of any other Government bringing about 
peace. So far as I have ever heard, we are still strongly of that 
ae We do not feel Carranza has the situation under his thumb 
at all. 
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Mr. KearrvuL. What course do you and others in your condition 
think that that action should take? 

Mr. Burnett. I hardly know. I have been separated from the 
rest of the people and have not had much of a chance to talk with 
them for the last four years at least. In the first place, we do not 
feel in our part of the country like they ever ought to have meddled, 
and if they had not done so Mexico, I believe, would have looked 
after herself. But after they did meddle there was no question in 
our minds but that they ought to have gone on while they were 
there and brought about peace. 

If the Mexicans had a little more respect for us and our influence 
and our power and our word, it might not take intervention. They 
might be willing to do the right thing and settle down rather than 
have any trouble. But as it is they will pay no attention to any- 
thing we say. They do not believe and they have no regard for our 
wishes as a government in their affairs at all. 

Mr. KearruLt. What would be necessary to do in your opinion 
in order to make them respect us ? 7 

Mr. BURNETT. Of course it is hard for one to say what thev would 
do if they were at the head of things, but whatever it would lead to, 
this Government ought to take some kind of a stand and say to 
Mexico that certain things had to be, and then follow it up and not 
back down. They used to be told that it was never followed up, 
and there is where we were not respected by them. 

Mr. Kearrut. Following it up would mean, of course, entering 
that country with an armed force ? 

Mr. Burnetr. That would be the ultimate result if the right thing 
were not done. There is no question that this Government ought 
to see that our people that have lost the property there must be 
protected and their losses made good, and the people that are there 
should be protected, just like a school-teacher that would lay down 
rules to govern his te ei a oe ought to be some way of enforcing 
them. He could say beforehand what would be done if certain 
things were not done, but if he has the respect of his school and 
desires to keep it, he must stand by his proposition. 

Mr. Kearrun. Suppose our new Secretary of State, under the 
direction of President Wilson, should make such a declaration to 
the Mexican people, what do you think they would do at the present 
time? : 

Mr. Burnett. Smile. 

Mr. KearruL. Then in order to make them feel that it was serious 
something drastic would be in order? 

Mr. BURNETT. Yes; or else know that a different one was stating 
it or that it was coming from a different source than the other state- 
ments heretofore made. As a school boy, I know some teachers 
said things that I did not respect very much, and later statements I 
did not respect; but when another one took charge, perhaps the snap 
of the eye was all that was wanted even if he did not do anything 
very drastic. I knew that conditions had changed. I believe Mexico 
must know that conditions have changed if they expect anything 0 
an administration, but under certain conditions that might not be 
true at all. If they really felt we meant it, things might be done in 
the right way. 
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I am not just stating some convictions that have just come into 
my mind. While there we read the Mexico City Herald, which gave 
in English quotations from the Spanish papers of the city, and when 
I say the ars would smile at certain things, they would tell the 
statements of those papers regarding things that this country would 
be displeased with, and it was a standing joke. They did not mind 
expressing it at all. That much is a fact that is generally known. 

Mr. KearruL. That is not news to the committee., 

Mr. Burnett. Probably not: it ought not to be. It is generally 
known to be news. 

Mr. Kearruv. Is there any further statement that you care to 
make about anything that has not been covered up to this time? 

Mr. BURNETT. Just now I do not think of anything; no. 

Mr. Kearrut. Perhaps between now and the time we convene to- 
morrow morning S clse may occur to you. If so, vou wil- 
be given an opportunity at that time to present it. 

Mr. Burnetr. Thank you very much. 

(Thereupon, at 8.30 o'clock p. m., the hearing was adjourned ontil 
to-morrow, Friday, April 9, 1920, at 10 o'clock a. m.) 
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UNITED STATES SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS, 
Washington, D. C. 
Testimony taken at Washington, D. C., April 9, 1920, by Francis J. 
Kearful, Esq., in pursuance of an order of the Subcommittee of the 
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate. 


TESTIMONY OF CHARLES M. BURNETT—Resumed. 


Mr. KearFuc. Mr. Burnett, I beheve you have a further statement 
that you wish to make this morning? 

Mr. Burnetr. Regarding the people of the colony, I desired to 
add the fact that more than 200 people owned land and were only 
waiting for suitable conditions to come down and make their homes 
there, but were debarred on account of the revolution. 

Mr. KearruL. Those were in addition to the ones who were at 
that time living there? 

Mr. Burnetr. Yes. Two hundred above the ones who were 
already there. , 

Regarding my answer as to my holdings. I would like to say that 
while I owned a little less than a thousand acres, 950 acres to be exact, 
I took this land with the understanding that others were to take a 

art of it. They held contracts from me and intended long before I 
eft to come down, to make their homes there and get their deeds, so 
that instead of holding the whole amount myself there would have 
been eight of us holding the 950 acres. It is mine, as I answered, 
from the fact that they were not willing in 1916 to pay three years 
taxes. They said it looked as though we would lose it all and they 
were willing to throw up the job, and as it is in my name I answered 
that I had that much land. That is the wav I happened to have that 
much. l 

Mr. KearruL. They were prevented from going thero to establish 
their homes by the conditions which you have described ? 

Mr. Burnett. Yes, sir. Regarding the question as to the amount 
of land being developed, our ideal there was small farms for the 
settlers. Tho majority of the actual settlers were living on 10-acre 
tracts, set to citrus fruit and pineapples, and the intention of all 
except a fow of the ranchmen was to subdivide the larger tracts, 
and they had their men ready to como any time that it had heen 
safe for them to cross the border. 

Mr. Kearrcut. We have heard about the agrarian problem in 
Mexico, which is a project to subdivide large holdings into small 
tracts, but it has never been put into ee to any large extent. 

at was the condition in the locality of the Medina colony in regard 
to that project ? . 
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Mr. Burnetr. I knew of no Mexican owning less than 4,000 
acres, and no tract of less than that amount could be bought by any 
individual; that is, until it was subdivided by Americans. 

Mr. Kearruv. The first subdivision into small tracts in your 
locality occurred in connection with vour colony ? 

Mr. BURNETT. Yos, sir. I would like to add somothing regarding 
the subdivision of land. Mexicans could not appreciate what that 
meant as they never had known what it was to have small homes and 
live in them. None of their ancestors had owned land. Tho:e who 
observed it commenced to want homes. Until they saw it demon- 
strated and knew what it meant, they could not realize the benefit 
of it, but they were already wanting and some were getting thoir 
homes, buying them from the Americans. 

Mr. KrearruL. Then you and your neighbors by your example 
educated those people toward the ambition of small homes which 
they could own and improve themselves? 

Mr. Burnetrr. Yes, sir; and several of them had been sold land. 
The tract adjoining ours under a few months’ favorable condition 
would have been planted with the express purpose of selling it to 
Moxicans on easy terms in small tracts, because of the fact that there 
was going to be public sentiment in favor of that. They could see 
what it meant, and that tract in a short time would have been 
planted and sold to Mexicans for homes adjoining ours. . 

Mr. Kearren. Did these Mexicans appear to be capable of ae 
advantage of the opportunity as to homes upon small tracts an 
operating them, after seeing the example of the Americans? 

Mr. BURNETT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KeaRrreL. And some of them did do so ¢ 

Mr. Buryerr. Yes, sir; at that time, and had their own fruit, 
tixed up their homes beautifully, and were prouder and respecte 
themselves more than any of the people that had no homes, but 
they knew not how to go at it until they saw how the Americans did. 

Mr. Kearruu. Is there anything further that vou desire to state! 

Mr. Bernerr. I do not think of anything further at this time. 

Mr. Kearren. Thank you very much; you are excused. 


TESTIMONY OF DR. PAUL G. MANLEY. 


(The witness was sworn by Mr. Kearful. ) 

Mr. Kearrcen,. What is vour full name / 

Dr. Manrey. Paul G. Manley. 

Mr. KeaRFUL. Where do vou live? 

Dr. Maxvey. Mount Carmel, I. 

Mr. KEARFUL. What is your business ? 

Dr. Maxnrty. Physician. 

Mr. KEARFEUL. Are vou a native-born American citizen ? 

Dr. MANLEY. [ am. 

Mr. KEARFUL. From what State? 

Dr. Maxury. [lnots. 

Mr. Kearren. How long were vou in Mexico in business? 

Dr. MANLEY. I was net there very long at any one time. I never 
lived there in a regular way. I was there frequently for periods of a 
month to three months over the period that I was operating down 
there. 
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Mr. KearruL. What period was that ? 

Dr. MANLEY. It began in the fall of 1906 when I sent my first man 
down there to take charge, and continued until the time when this 
same man was brought out at the time of the Vera Cruz incident. 

Mr. Kearrct.. That was April 21, 1914? 

Dr. Maney. I believe so. 

Mr. KEARFuUL. What interest did you have in Mexico? 

Dr. Maxey. I had nearly 6,000 acres of land at the time that 
Mr. Peter, my representative, came out of there. 

Mr. KearFut. Where was this located ? 

Dr. MANLEY. It was located near Medina, Agua Fria tract of land. 

Mr. Kearrut. In the State of Oaxaca? 

Dr. MANLEY. Yes. 

Mr. KearruL. What were vou doing with this tract of land ? 

Dr. MANLEY. I sent a man down there in the fall of 1906 on a two- 
year contract. Prior to that I had acquired three or four hundred 
acres of this land through the Mexican Agricultural Land Co. Mr. 
Peter, this man I had sent down, took charge and went ahead and 
cleared up more land until I had something like 800 acres of land 
clear that had been put to grass and cattle. I imported a couple of 
carloads of eed thoroughbred white faces. 

Mr. KearruL. Herefords ? 

Dr. Maxter. Yes, a thoroughbred Percheron and a Clydesdale 
stallion and a Kentucky stallion, and a large black Spanish jack and 
a good start of thoroughbred Duroc Red Jersey hogs, and O. }. C. 
white thoroughbred hogs, thoroughbred chickens, ete., household 
furniture and agricultural implements. 

Mr. Kearruy. Did you buy your land and pay for it? 

Dr. MANLEY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KearFuL. Have you paid taxes on it ever since to the Mexi- 
can Government ? 

Dr. MANLEY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did you have any special concession from the 
Mexican government that gave you advantage over anybody else 
in the country ? 

Dr. Maney. No, sir. They have been unjustly raising my assess- 
ments, that is raising my assessments without raising the assessments 
of others around me. 1 have been paying more taxes proportion- 
ately than others. 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you mean other Americans ? 

Dr. Maniey. Even other Americans, yes. 

Mr. Kearrut. What do you know about raising the taxes of 
Americans as compared with the taxation of the Mexicans? Has 
there been any discrimination in that respect ? 

Dr. MANLEY. 1 could not really tell you about that. 1 have left 
the matter of payment of taxes mostly to my representative down 
there during the time that he was there, and it has been partly in 
Mr. Kerr’s hands since that, up to the time of his death, and since 
that time in Mr. Crigsby’s hands, and 1 have not paid much attention 
toit. 1 supposed + had the taxes to pay and 1 just paid them with- 
out question, but Mr. Kerr did get a reduction of my assessment at 
one time and Mr. Crigsby is now refusing to pay my taxes until they 
correct the matter of overcharges, which he hopes to get done very 
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soon. That is about all 1 know about the taxes. ï do not know as 
to the assessments of the Mexicans around me, but I have been told 
that there is a great difference in my assessment at least and probably 
other Americans also. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Can you state now much money you had invested 
in these operations ? 

Dr. MANLEY. 1 spent $20,000 in Mexico that is lost—lost from the 
fact that my clearing has grown up into the original tropical jungle, 
my home has been burned, my citrus fruit orchards have been 
burned over, my fencing has been burned, and 1 suppose the wire, 
etc., hauled away. { have nothing of my investment down there. 
The white face cattle that were left there when Mr. Peter and my 
son came away, they being the men who managed my affairs down 
there during this period of my ownership, have all been taken away. 
There were none of them left in three or six months after leaving 
ee i have nothing left there of all my improvements, excepting 
the land. 

Mr. Kearrut, When you went there did you anticipate that these 
things might happen to you and did you not realize that you were 
taking chances with the prospect of making great profits ? 

Dr. MaAnLey. When I first went down to Mexico I went not with 
any intention of buying at all. 1 had not thought of such a thing. 
I went down there to Mexico City for my health more particularly 
than anything else. J had had a railroad accident in which a southern 
train ran through my buggy one night and gave me a gentle toss of a 
couple hundred feet, and 1 suffered from headaches. 1 went down to 
Mexico City thinking the altitude might benefit me. I had been 
greatly interested in Mexican history and J went down on a kind of 
pleasure trip. ; l 

On the way down I got accidentally in association with Mr. Grigsby 
and the company that he represented, the Mexican Agricultural Land 
Co. at Laredo, and luckily got into their private car and went on 
down to Mexico City in that wav. Of course, not heing able to talk 
Spanish, we were lucky in that respect. When they got ready to 
leave Mexico City we did not feel like being left behind, so we went 
on down with them to the Tropics. I was so charmed with the 
beauties and the richness of the country and its prospects that 
invested in this land, only part of it at first, and then gradually my 
enthusiasm and my further knowledge of the situation and the 
encouragement of the Mexican Government, as shown particularly 
in Mr. Fitzgerald's book which was published by the country, an 


being assured of the favorable attitude of the Government toward, 


American investors, I kept on buying until I got the amount which 
now have. 

This book of Fitzgerald’s I understood to have been published, and 
it was published, I think, or at least the money furnished to publish 
it by the Mexican Government. 1 took that to be a guarantee of the 
friendliness of thə Mexican Government to American investors, an 
I bought my land largely upon that assurance, Then, too, I knew 
that tbey had had peace in Mexico for 20 or more years prior to that 
time, and it was generally believed by everybody, as well as mysel , 
that the Mexican Government was quite stable, and I had no fears 
at that time of any interference on the part of the Government what- 
ever. I had faith in their ability to control the country. In fact, 
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think the first five or six years of my holdings down there I felt as 
secure and safe as I did in the.United States, and I think we were 
absolutely secure. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You are not one of those speculators that we have 
heard about who went down to the revolutionary region of the 
country operating under a concession from the authorities ? 

Dr. MantEy. No, indeed. I sought nor had anv concession of 
anv kind. Mine was an individual proposition. Nobody had any 
interest excepting myself. There was no company or organization 
or anything of the kind. I began there legitimately and earnestly 
to develop my own proposition for my own purpose. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did you have any reason to believe that in case 
you were persecuted by the Mexican authorities you would be aban- 
doned by your own Government ? 

Dr. Manier. Not at all. . I believe in the sovereignty of the Stars 
and Stripes and supposed I would be protected by that flag any- 
where on earth. 

Mr. Krarrcun. Did you subsequently have any reason to change 


that opinion ? 

Dr. Tem I have thought that the attitude of the Government 
toward Mexican affairs has not entirely justified my former faith. 

Mr. KearrtuL. What happened to you that diminished your faith 

ìn the corstitutional right of American citizens to protection of their 
lives and property in foreign countries ? 

Dr. Maxey. Personally, nothing. My representative, Mr. Peter, 
suffered I suppose about as much as any of the parties who were 
brought out in 1914. He was one of them. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You refer to the personal hardships of you repre- 
sentative. What about your own property interest? What hap- 
pened to you with respect to them? 

Dr. MaNLEy. My property interest ? 

Mr. Kearruu. Yes; with especial reference to the attitude and 
policy of the American Government? 

Dr. Maney. I hardly know how to answer that question. 

Mr. Krarrvut. When did your first troubles begin down there? 
You say your property has all been taken away and destroyed. 
When did your first troubles begin ? | 

Dr. Maxter. I might say that my son and his young wife went 
down there at the expiration of Mr. Peter's first two year contract, 
the man I first sent down there. Then my son and his wife went 
down there and they were there about five years. During the latter 
he probably of the time that my son and his wife lived there, 

andits or bands of bandits would come along past there once in a 
while and not conduct themselves just properly. They did not do 
anything very bad, but they were always in rather a threatening 
attitude and my son began to appreciate the fact that there was 
going to be trouble and he thought it-best to get his wife out of the 
country. 

Mr. Kearru.. What year did that begin? 

Dr. Maney. I really can not tell you. 

. Kearron. During whose rule in Mexico? 

Dr. Maxey. Just about the time I think of the end of the Huerta 

régime. I am not really positive about that. 
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Mr. Krarrvn.. Huerta abdicated in July, 1914. Was it prior to 
that time? : 

Dr. MANLEY. It was a little earlier than that I think. 

Mr. Kearrut. Was it during the time of Porfirio Diaz? 

Dr. Maney. No. 

Mr. KearruL. Or of Madero ? 

Dr. Maney. No; I think it was in Huerta’s time. 

Mr. Kearruv. You had no trouble prior to that time? 

Dr. Maney. No. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Just visits from marauding bands, which were not 
very serious ? 

Dr. Maney. No; they had not done anything very bad up to that 
time, but were threatening all the time. A man had been killed very 
near my place before that, but that I think had nothing to do with it. 
I think that was a little personal matter. 

Mr. Kearrut. When did your worst troubles begin ? 

Dr. Maxey. It was just about the time the trouble that all the 
rest of the colony began there. 

Mr. KEARFUL. At the landing of the American forces in Vera Cruz! 

Dr. Maney. That was the most serious; ves. I do not think they 
had much trouble up to that time. 

Mr. KearruL. Were you there at that time? 

Dr. Maney. No; and my son was not there just at that time. He 
had come to the States. In the first place he sent his wife out, or came À 
out and brought his wife out. Then he went back and stayed a 
period of time. Then he came home again to see her, and it was along 
about that time that this happened. He left the case in the care of 
Mr. Peter, the man who had had charge of it then and who owned 
land there. He bought land at the end of his first two years with me, 
between me and town, and the place was left in his care. They were 
brought out, as you know, at the time of the Vera Cruz incident. 

Mr. Kearruv. What was done with your property when they were 
brought out ? 

Dr. Maxey. Mr. Peter left it there and left it in the care of a Mex- 
ican caretaker, I think, as nearly as he could. 

I might say that prior to the time my son came out the last time, he 
sold off—but I am getting ahead of my story. I bought about 250 
native breeding cows in addition to the importation of m white 
faces. I bought also about 40 or 50 Mexican mares to breed to my 
thoroughbred stallions. Prior to his coming out the last time, my 
son sacrificed or sold, at a very great sacrifice, the cows, to get rid 0 
them, foreseeing what was coming. Then the thoroughbred white 
faces that we had there we did not care to sacrifice, but thought we 
could leave them with my half-breed horse animals in the care 0 
others, so they were left in Peter's care, and he turned what was left 
of them over to the Mexican caretaker, and they were all taken away 1D 
alittle while. I do not know what became of them. 

Mr. Kearrun. What became of your thoroughbred hogs and 
chickens ¢ l 

Dr. Maxey. They disappeared the same as the other things that 
were left there. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You do not know who took them ¢ 

Dr. Mankey. I do not know anything aboutit. I think that there 
were some of the animals that were taken away by the authorities, but 
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really I do not know. I was not there at the time and I could make no `: 
definite statement regarding that. 

Mr. KearFru.t. What was the reason for your representative leaving 
the country in 1914 and leaving the property in the hands of the 
Mexicans ? 

Dr. MANLEY. It was an order from the Mexican Government to 
board a train and come to Vera Cruz, or rather they were taken out, 
as I understand it, by the Federal authorities. 

Mr. Kearrut. What order or notice was given by the American 
authorities in regard to getting out 

Dr. Mankey. I know nothing about that, only as I have heard 
others talk about it. J remember Mr. Bryan’s instructions to get out 
at one time and later on his changing his interpretation of what that 
ae emeant. We were advised to get out of Mexico. 

r. Kearru.. That was the year before the taking of Vera Cruz, 
was it not? 

Dr. Maxey. I think so. 

Mr. KrarFuv. Or at least some months before ? 

Dr. MANLEY. Yes. 

Mr. KearrcuL. Then at the time of the taking of Vera Cruz did you 
know about the instructions that were first given by Mr. Bryan in 
regard to getting out of the country ? 

r. ManLey. I do not remember. 

Mr. KearFu. Since that time has it been possible to return to 
your property and continue operations ¢ 

Dr. MANLEY. No. 

Mr. Kearrut. Or to recover any of it ? 

Dr. Maxey. No; not with any safety. I certainly should have 
done so if I felt that it was at all permissible or safe. 

Mr. Kearrtt. In your Mexican experience, did you have occasion 
to observe the attitude of the natives toward the American settlers 
and the treatment that the American settlers gave to the natives ¢ 

Dr. Maxey. Yes. During nearly all the period that we were 
there, up to near the last, the attitude of the Mexicans was very 
polite and genteel. They were very serviceable to us, pleasant and 
agreeable, good laborers, easily managed. We had no trouble with 
our labor and the Mexicans seemed to appreciate us from the fact 
that we would give them about four or five times as much wages as 
they had received before we came there. We were paying our men 
$1.25 a day and they had been accustomed to taking about 25 cents 
a day prior to the time of the American colonization there. We 
liked them and they seemed to like us very well, and we got along 
splendidly up to about the last year or so. Then the clouds began 
to spread over and difficulties began to arise. 

Mr. Kearru.. What other benefits to the Mexican natives did you 
observe beside the raising of their wages, by way of education and 
improvement in living ? 

. Maxey. There seemed to be quite an improvement. The 
Mexicans were picki.g up our methods of doing things and had a 
tendency to use our implements and methods of farming. 

Mr. Kearrup. What sort of implements had they used prior to 
that time? 

Dr. Manitey. The very simplest—-a sharpened stick and a piece 
of steel on the end of a stick to shove along, instead of a hoe. They 
used oxen once in a while. | 
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Mr. Kearrun. With a wooden plow ? 

Dr. Maney. Yes: entirely primitive. 

Mr. Kearren. Did they readily adopt American methods when 
they saw how beneficial thev were? 

Dr. Maxey. Oh, ves. Of course they were a little slow about it 
at first, but they were catching on and seemed to be glad of the 
chance. 

Mr. Kearrun. Did vou notice any change in the good feeling of 
the Mexicans toward the Americans while vou were there? 

Dr. Max ey. Not until along about the time of the Vera Cruz 
incident. 

Mr. Kearrunt. Up to that time they were friendly and good 
fecling existed ? 

Dr. Maxey. Oh. ves. [ saw no sign of any trouble whatever 
until possibly six months or so prior to the Vera Cruz incident, when 
there seemed to be a little feeling of enmity that grew up to the time 
of the Vera Cruz incident, and when that affair occurred, of course 
they were inflamed by that and were rather hostile. 

Mr. Kearreun. Have you made any effort to recover your property 
or get any compersation for it? l 

Dr. Maxury. E have filed a claim against the Government for 
damages. 

Mr. Kearren. Did vou file it with our State Department? 

Dr. Maxey. Mr. Grigsby is managing it. T have here a copy of 
the claims that I have made. Of course that does not represent 
my damages at all, but I have made this claim. 

Mr. Kearren, This appears to be a statement of losses of personal 
property and improvements ? 

Dr. MANLEY. Yes. 

Mr. Kearreut. If vou have no objection we will insert that in the 
record. 

Dr. Maxey. That is all right. 

(The statement referred to is as follows:) 

Marcu 29, 1919. 
Statement of losses in Mexico. 


450 acres of clearing and grass (home place), at $20. ...............20000 002: $9, 000 
500 acres of clearing and grass (La Providencia), at $10................--00- 5, 000 

5 miles 3-strand fence (home place) and 2 miles 2-strand fence (Providencia), 
at 40 Cents DEP 10d 165.60 whe os Sea asad eters des dager e SS 896 
Home and oUtDU dines snes eisai eS MA hoe oc eas bes hawdes bieee awe 1, 000 
Ci REIS TTS cel ieee en a he oie Se ee eet oe bn beeen ces eral wins ad SR 500 
16 head registered Herefords, at $175. ........0.0. 0.0000 c eee eee ee eens 2, 800 
2 3-vear-old mules, at $100.. tc essecene ses oes teens ay oe woesedase es oeweses 300 
12 native Mares át $2 swt eraren aea Jokes bameed doen RTEA 300 
4 half-breed horses, at $100...... 00... ccc ccc ccc cece cece cueecceeees 400 
Farm implements, tools, etc. .....-... 222.00. cece cece cece eee ee eee eeees 500 
BUEN bef ate foster ea a tecles te wage a een eee 20, 696 


Mr. Kearruc. What. if any, encouragement have you received 
in regard to the settlement of your claims ? - 

Dr. Maxcey. Nothing whatever. 

Mr. Kearruv. Have vou made any efforts subsequent to the filing 
of your claim ? 


Dr. Maney. No. 
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Mr. KearruL. Have you received any information as to when it 
will be acted upon ? 

Dr. Maney. No. 

Mr. Kearru.. Have you any idea at all as to when you will be 
able to get compensation for the injuries which you suffered ? 

Dr. MANLEY. None. 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you expect this Government or the Mexican 
Government to settle this claim ? 

Dr. Maxey. I thought possibly this Government might persuade 
the Mexican Government to pay it. 

Mr. KearFru.. Have you known of any effort being made in the 
last six years by this Government to persuade the Mexican Govern- 
ment to do anything of that kind? 

Dr. Mantey. I do not know of anything. I have been rather 
patiently waiting for them to do something. 

Mr. Kearrut. How much longer do you expect to wait? 

Dr. Maniry. As long as we have to. I do not know how long it 
will be. 

Mr. KearFun. You are very naturally interested in how long you 
will have to wait? 

Dr. MANLEy. Yes, indeed. 

Mr. Kearrut. And when the appropriate time may come for some 
action ? 

Dr. Maney. Yes, indeed. 

Mr. Kearrun. Have you any definite idea as to what action ought 
to be taken? 

Dr. Maney. Nothing definite; no. 

Mr. KearruL. Do you think there is any chance of your receiving 
justice under the present Government of Mexico? 

Dr. Maney. It does not appear to me so just now. 

Mr. KearFut. Do you have any opinion that you care to express 
as to what ought to be done with respect to yourself and other Ameri- 
cans similarly situated ? 

Dr. Maney. It has appeared to me that we could not hope for 
very much until a change of administration occurs in the affairs of 
the United States. I think that Mexico will have to be brought to 
terms by a change in attitude on the part of the United States 
Government. 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you have faith that a new administration of a 
different character will entertain a different policy toward Mexico 
and one that will result in settlement of your claim and claims of 
others like you? 

Dr. Manter. We have hoped so. There does not seem'to be much 
chance under the present administration. 

Mr. Krarrut. Is there anything that has been done in pursuance 
of the present policy that leads you to believe that the American 
Government is under any duty to American citizens who have been 
robbed and driven out of Mexico? 

Dr. Maxey. No. 

Mr. KearFut. In reference to the policy of eliminating Huerta and 
the taking of Vera Cruz for that purpose and the consequent neces- 
sity for you and others similarly situated to leave Mexico, does that 
In ee to you that there is any duty to repair the result of that 
action 
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Dr. Maney. Yes; there surely is a duty to repair it. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did you have occasion to observe other Americans 
who were located and operating in Mexico? 

Dr. MANLEY.. Yes. 

Mr. Kearrct. Did you observe what they were doing and the 
kind of people they were? 

Dr. MANLEY. Yes. 

Mr. KEarFuL. What was the character of American citizens with 
whom vou came in contact ? 

Dr. Man ey. In our colony ? 

Mr. Kearruu. Yes; or in other parts of Mexico. What kind of 
people were they in the colonies? 

Dr. Maxey. They were individual farmers who were conscicn- 
tiously operating their own farms for their own good and the good of 
their familics and the good of their surrounding neighbors, both 
American and Mexican, who were making an honest endeavor to 
establish homes in Mexico and earn an honest living. 

Mr. Kearru.. Were they people of small means as a rule? 

Dr. Maniry. Yes; as a rule nearly all of them. In fact I was the 
largost individual holder in the colony. It was not my intention to 
have such large holdings as I had, but it was rather by accident that 
I got as much land as I did get. 

Mr. KearreL. Did these colonists, as a rule, have invested there 
all that they had in the world? 

Dr. Maxey. Yes; as a rule that is a fact, I think, almost to a man. 

Mr. Kearren. And they had purchased land and were building 
homes upon the small tracts of land which they were developing? 

Dr. MANnLEy. Yes. : 

Mr. Kearrvyi. How did the-e colonists in character compare with 
farmors of the same class in the United States? 

Dr. Maxey. Very favorably. 

Mr. KearrrL. Thoy were all good citizens and paid their taxes 
and obeved the laws? 

Dr. MANLEY. Yos. 

Mr. KeaRret. And paid their debts ? 

Dr. Manter. Yos, indeed. 

Mr. Kearrree. Do you know whether thev maintained schools at 
those places? i 

Dr. MaxLeyY. Yes. 

Mr. KeaRrFfUL. At their own expense ? 

Dr. Maxey. Yes, sir; also a church and religious services. 

Mr. Kearrun. Do you think the influence of their operations upon 
the Mexicans was good in every respect ¢ 

Dr. Maxey. I think so; it certainly was. 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you think that their leaving the locality was aå 
benefit to the Mexican natives? | 

Dr. Maney. It was a detriment. 

Mr. Krarruv. Is there anvthing further, Dr. Manley, that has not 
already been covered that vou would like to state? ` 

Dr. Maney. Not that I think of at this time. 

Mr. Kearru.. Tho committee are very much obliged to you. 

(Witness excused.) i l 
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TESTIMONY OF MR. SLOAN W. EMERY. 


(The witness was sworn by Mr. Kearful.) 

Mr. KearFut. What is vour full name? 

Mr. Emery. Sloan W. Emery. 

Mr. Kearrut. Where do vou reside ? 

Mr. Emery. Tibbee Station, Miss. 

Mr. Kearrur. What is vour business ? 

Mr. Emery. Dairyman at the present time, and I am still president 
of the Vista Hermosa Sugar & Mercantile Co. | 

Mr. Kearrun. Are you a native-born American citizen ? 

Mr. EMERY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrcn. Of what State ? 

Mr. Emery. Texas. 

Mr. Kearrev. When did vou first go to Mexico? 

Mr. Emery. In 1900. 

Mr. Krearrvt. How long were vou in Mexico? 

Mr. Emery. I visited Mexico .in 1900 and was there for several 
weeks. In 1901, in December, I returned there as manager of the 
Vista Hermosa Sugar & Mercantile Co. and was there in that capacity 
until April 27, 1914, I believe, when we were deported by the Huerta 
troops. | 

Mr. Kearrut. What were the properties of this company that 
vou were Managing ?- 

Mr. Emery. We bought originally 7,000 acres of land for which 
we paid $80,000 gold. When we came to make a survey of those 
lands, we found that there were less than 2,500 acres instead of 7,000. 
That is as near as we came to robbing the Mexicans. We had a 
straight deed carrying 7,000 acres of land, and it came through a 
prominent Mexican, Jose Maria Ortiz, of Mexico City. a very prominent 
man in those days, and is vet, I guess. We put the matter to him so 
strongly that he had to make up the shortage of this land. 

Our lands bordered on the Rio Tonto. There were no other 
lands on our side of the river available. This Tonto River is quite 
a considerable stream. It is about 500 to 800 feet wide m front of 
our property and perhaps 12 feet deep. There were no lands suitable 
for our business on the same side of the river on which we were. 
However, there was a large tract of land on the opposite bank of the 
river consisting of seme 43,000 acres, and by a compromise between 
Mr. Ortiz and our directors we paid $54,000 for enough land to make 
up the shortage and some 15,000 acres more, making our investment 
down there in lands something like $134,000 gold, and we had between 
24,000 and 25,000 acres in all. 

Those lands were devoted to the production of sugar cane mainly, 
sugar cane, rubber, coffee, and bananas. 

Mr. Kearrut. What was the principal. character of your oper- 
ations ? 

Mr. Emery. Sugar was our principal crop. 

Mr. Kearruv. Did you have a sugar plant? 

Mr. Emery. We had one of the best in Mexico. We had an invest- 
ment of $250,000 in machinery alone. !t was conceded to have been 
the finest distillery in Mexico. We had made and used in our con- 
struction work 4,000,000 bricks. We had very fine brick clay, and 
we made our own brick. Everything that we used there was for 
keeps, so to speak, a permanent investment. 
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Mr. Kearrun. What was the total amount of your investment 

Mr. Emery. $1,250,000. 

Mr. Kearrut. What sort of labor did you employ ? 

Mr. Emery. Native labor entirely. 

Mr. Kearrut. How many men did you employ? 

Mr. Emery. We had, dependent on the season of the year, from 
300 to 700 hands. | would like to say that 1 would never want to 
have better labor under the system we employed. 

Mr. Kearrur. Were the laborers peaceful and industrious? 

Mr. Emery. Yes, sir. on the 15 years that ' was there we never 
had but one fatality from quarrels among themselves. We worked 
entirely with what were known as contract people. 1 should not say 
that either. We had perhaps 100 men who were regular volunteer 
labor, but the great bulk of our labor was derived from two sources. 
One was from the villages about. A peon would drop in there and 
become accelerated and get into trouble and be put in the juzgado, 
and our agents would pay their fines and advance them a certain 
amount of money, usually about $30, and those people would come 
to us under a six months contract. As soon as they were received, 
they were examined by the physician, and if their physical condition 
was such that they could work, they were kept. They were searched 
for anything in the line of weapons. if they had any weapons that 
were at all dangerous, those were taken away from them until their 
term was up, because we knew their character so well that if they 
had anything of that sort there might be trouble and there might not. 
We were so careful that we had only one case. In that case a man 
had an opportunity to get hold of a file and in a controversy over a 
woman he drove this file into his companion’s side, and although we 
sent him immediately to headquarters, as were our instructions in 
those cases, blood poison ensued and this man died. ‘That is the only 
case we had on our place of anything arising from trouble with the 
people. 

Mr. Kearrut. How were the laborers treated by you and your 
people? Were they eats in any way or were they well treated ! 

Mr. Emery. We had frequent visits from the authorities who had 
charge of this business. I would like to state one little occurrence 
that happened that opened my eyes. 

Soon after we went down there we had three men who ran away 
from us. They were Indians that were contracted, and for some 
reason or other they left us in that way. By the way, our loss from 
that source Was about 3 per cent of our entire work. Year by year 
it would run until it was about 3 per cent out of 100 that we would 
employ that for some reason or other would get out and go. 

Those people were brought back. We were making excavations 
for our sugar mills, which weighed 10 or 12 tons apiece in the rolls, 
and they required very solid foundations, and we had a pit perhaps 
15 feet deep. I said to my fmayordomo, ‘Put those three men 
down in that pit. They can not get out of there without being helped 
out, and we will be pretty sure of finding them there when we want 
them through the day.” I had had some leg irons made, or rather 
bought them, and l put leg Irons on those people. 

After doing it, I got to thinking the matter over, and I wrote to the 
local official in the town what I had done. He did not make a 
reply to that letter. but he sent a private message to me to tell me 
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that I had done what the governor of Oaxaca would not do, and he 
would advise us to never do anything of that sort, never put any- 
thing in the line of irons ona Mexican. Hesaid, ‘If vou have occasion 
to control any of these people, you are at liberty to tie them and you 
are at liberty to put them in the carcel (jail).” We had a carcel that 
we used if a man made us trouble, where we locked him up for a day 
or two. We used that as a place of confinement, and by little fines 
that were imposed—and that was done very seldom—we kept the 
whole business so that we could move them about. The favorite 
expression of our foreman was that the men were ‘very contented.” 
We never had any trouble with our help and we tried to get our 
people to feel that it was a good place for them to labor, and labor 
Was just as much of a want there as it is anywhere, and vou had to 
treat people right in order to get them. 

Mr. Kearrur. With whom were these contracts made ? 

Mr. Emery. We had agents: we had two or three different agents 
at Various points, Who were instructed to pick up all the labor they 
could at any time and to take them before the proper officials and 
to draw the papers and have them sign and everything executed 
properly, and then to deliver those people to us. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Was that done in accordance with the Mexican 
law ’ 

Mr. Emery. Yes, indeed. 

Mr. KearruL. That was during the time of Diaz? 

Mr. Emery. During the Diaz administration; in fact, clear up 
through the Madero as well. 

Mr. KearFu.. Were any changes made in that system of operation 
by Madero? 

Mr. Emery. Only that I think the inspectors were a little more 
attentive to their business. They came around to see if the people 
were being treated right, and of course they always had the right of 
way and could to talk to anyone they wanted to and find out. | 

We had a very elaborate system of accounts with those people. 
Every man when he came there was given what we called a boleta, a 
ticket for wages. It was a statement ruled for six months’ time in 
weekly periods: and the man’s name headed that and the amount 
he owed us to begin with. Then there was a column for his weekly 
earnings, and those weekly earnings were extended each week. 
If he bought anything from the tienda, or store, it was charged against 
him, and the balance carried, so that everybody knew exactly week 
by week where he stood. If there was any dispute about the time 
the man had given or about amounts, it was fixed up right then and 
there. 

Mr. KearruL. What, if anything, was provided by which the 
company looked after the welfare of the Mexican workmen ? 

Mr. Emery. We kept a general stock of goods. We sold the goods 
at the prices that were common in the country. We fed our people 
and saw that they were suitably clothed and had medical attention. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did you have a hospital? 

Mr. Emery. Oh, yes. 

Mr. KearFut. Did you have a school? 

Mr. Emery. Yes, sir. 


Mr. KearruL. Were the workmen assessed to support the hospital 
and school? 
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Mr. Emery. No, sir. 

Mr. KearFut. That was done as a company expense? 

Mr. Emery. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KrearFut. Was that voluntary? 

Mr. Emery. Yes, sir; we felt that with our property it was useless 
without labor and that we could afford to treat labor right in order 
to have a good standing with the Mexican laborers. 

Mr. Kearru.. How did you treat them as compared with the treat- 
ment they received from the Mexican operators ? 

Mr. Emery. There were very few of those. There is a singular 
thing. I donot know that that fact has ever been brought out before 
you committee. The Mexicans do not do big things. When a 
property gets so large that a Mexican and his immediate family can 
not handle it, they either stop progress right there or else sell it to 
some one else. If vou will stop and look over the record you will 
find that the big business in Mexico is not handled by Mexicans. 
It is handled by English. French, German, Spanish, or American 
business men. 

The Mexicans do not trust each other. There is the source of all 
this politieal trouble down there. These revolutionists do not dare 
put their lives in the hands of the present Mexican Government or 
former ones outside of the Diaz Government, because they might 
make all the promises in the world to a man, but once they get him 
into their power. they take him out and stand him up against the 
wall for the “good of the people.” 

Mr. KearFunt. What has ae of all this property vou have 
described that vou say represented an investment of $1,250,000? 

Mr. Emery. It stands there idle. dismantled. the copper stolen 
out of it. the machinery going to wreck, the cane fields practically 
grown up to monte-—that is. to young timber. The property has 
bees headquarters for bands of bandits for three or four years past, 
so. eare informed. ` 

Mr. KearreL. Did vou have live stock and supplies of all kinds? 

Mr. Exeery. Oh, ves. We had 125 head of mules, 250 oxen, we 
had. I think, 12 or 15 head of horses, and S or 10 head of milch cows. 
We had a gomg concern. 

Mr. KearreL. Did vou have a stock of supplies in vour store ? 

Mr. Emery. Yes, sir, we carried about $12.000 worth of stock in 


our store. 
Mr. KeaRFfFUL. And vou had buildings of various sorts ? 


Mr. Emery. Oh. Ves, 
Mr. KEARFUL. What has become of vour horses and implements 


and supplies ? 

Mr. oe ERY. Thev Were stolen. The oxen were killed and eaten, 
T suppose. 

Mr. Kearrun. Were the horses and mules driven off ? 

Mr. EMERY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearen. What was the amount of vour production at the 
time vour troubie first began é 

Mr. Emery. We were making about 900 tons of sugar a vear. We 
were making about 50 barrels of aguardiente daily. l 

Mr. Kearren. That is aleohol derived from the cane? 

Mr. Emery. Yes: that is to sav, ìt is net alcohol until it has been 


refined. We redistiled. We sold it usually or sometimes as aguar- 
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diente and again we rectified it and sold it as alcohol. At one time 
I sent 5 gallons of alcohol to the United States avent at Peoria, 
and our 5 gallons tested out 8.35 gallons under the United States 
test. We made a very superior article of alcohol and that in large 
art went across to France to be used in the manufacture of fine 

(jUOTS. . 

Of course we did some retail business. A Mexican who did not 
drink was as much of an anomaly down there as an American here 
who got drunk. 

Mr. Kearrut. You are familiar with the very high price of sagar 
in this country, are you ? 

Mr. Emery. I am. 

Mr. Kearrut. What do you think would be the effect upon that 
of the continued operation of the sugar plantations in Mexico under 
the old conditions4 

Mr. Emery. They never would have seen sugar at 19 cents a 
pound, as I saw it advertised the other day. We made sugar for 
1? cents a pound and we made money at that price. Of course, we 
had our aoho These people have the same thing here. It is 
true that they do not make it in the alcohol, but they get just as 
much out of the molasses, which will not crystalize in manufac- 
turing various feeds and other uses that they are putting molasses 
to. They are not throwing any molasses out nowadays. They are 
getting a good price for their molasses. . 

Mr. Krearrut. Do you know how the sugar industry in Mexico 
compares with that of Louisiana ? 

Mr. Emery. It is about the same—it was at that time, with 
en al for very great development. l 

r. KEARFUL. Were those developments in progress or in prospect ? 

Mr. Emery. In Mexico? 

Mr. KEARFUL. Yes. 

Mr. Emery. I should say not. I do not know of a single sugar 
property operating in Mexico to-day. l 

r. KEARFUL. [ mean during the good times were further develop- 
ments in prospect ? . 

Mr. Emery. Oh, yes, indeed. We were clearing land every year 
and adding to our acreage. l 

Mr. KeEarruL. Was this a profitable operation of yours ? 

Mr. Emery. Yes, sir; it was going to be very profitable. 

Mr. Kearruu. Did you have any concessions from the Mexican 
authorities that gave you advantages over other people operating 
in the country ? 

Mr. Emery. No, sir; and never asked for any. We knew it 
would be useless. 

Mr. Kearruy. Did you know of any other Americans operating 
down there who had concessions that gave them special privileges ? 

Mr. Emery. No, sir; I do not. The only people that had any 
concessions from the Government that I know of are the concessions 
given to Cubans who have cut our throats. 

Mr. Krearrut. When did that occur? 

Mr. Emery. When Cuba was specified. They were given an 
advantage in the matter of the introduction of their sugar here, I 
think, amounting to about 25 per cent perhaps of the customs 
duties. It was something like that, enough to make quite a con- 
siderable difference in their profits. 
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Mr. KEARFUL. So that it was difficult for American citizens oper- 
ating in Mexico in sugar to compete with them? 

Mr. Emery. Yes, sir. One of the most iniquitous things that was 
done was when our sugar came here it was not tested by the polan- 
scope. The polariscopic test is a scientific test. It tells exactly 
what sugar is worth and the amount of saccharine that exists in 
the raw sugars. They judged solely by the looks of the thing. You 
can imagine how difficult 1t is to glance at an article and tell what 
there is to it, when you could have a scientific test that could tell 
absolutely, beyond what you might term the vagaries of the eye. 
I made a desperate effort to get that matter changed so the polari- 
scopic test would rule, and finally succeeded in getting it about the 
time the trouble came up in Mexico. They took the polariscopic 
test here in the United States. We were not able to ship sugar 
into the United States on account of the risk that we ran of havi 
our sugar rated so high that the duty would take up the es: 
the sugar. Our sugars were sent entirely to England. 

Mr. Kearru.. When did your first troubles begin in Mexico? 

Mr. Emery. We never had any trouble until 1914, the night that 
we ourselves were taken out. 

Mr. Kearruv. Was that the occasion of the landing of American 
troops at Vera Cruz ? 

Mr. Emery. Yes. 

Mr. Kearrut. What became of vour property at that time? 

Mr. Emery. It was confiscated by the Mexican Government. The 
officials were sent over one morning, an inventory taken, and the 
property taken into the hands of the Mexican Government. 

Mr. KeARFUL. What became of it subsequently ? 

Mr. Every. They opersted the property for about 12 months, and 
then we made representations that enabled us to recover the prop- 
erty, and the property was jointly put into the hands of my cashier 
and my mayordomo, two men who had been with me for many years 
and were very responsible and reliable people—-my right hands, you 
may sav, In our work down there. 

Mr. Krarrur. Were they Mexicans ? 

Mr. Emery. One was a Mexican, and the other was a Cuban. 
They held the property together. Tne railroads were disorganized, 
and they could not get material in which to ship, they could not get 
cans for the alcohol, they could not get sacks for sneking the sugar, 
and their instructions were to keep the cane fields alive and to do 
enough cultivation to keep a good stock of cane, so that when it was 
possible to resume operations there we would have plenty of seed 
cane, 

It requires about 5 tons of cane to plant an aere, and it is a very 
important matter to have cane of the right quality in order to secure 
a good stand in your cane fields. i 

Mr. Kearrun. Were they able to follow out those instructions ? 

Mr. Emery. For a time. They were until the operations of the 
bandits became so rank that their lives were both threatened an 
they did not dare stay, and they were forced to leave the property. 

Mr. KeEarFuL. Who were the bandits you speak of? 

Mr. Emery. Little, isolated groups who lived by plundering and. 
robbing and murdering. ` 
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l stid we had no trouble at first. The Madero difficulty began 
about 1910. There never was a greater fake in the world than the 
raising of the Madero revolution. The Madero family had made 
$15,000,000 from the handling of the very peons that they claimed 
as being the cause for their revolution. They got into power end 
found $52,000,000 in the treasury in Mexico City, and an uncle of 
Francisco Madero was put in charge of the finances of that country, 
and at about the time Madero was killed there was not a dollar in the 
treasury. Every dollar had been expended. 

The brother of Francisco Madero organized the Zapata raids in 
the State of Morelos. The State of Morelos was called the Sugar 
Bowl of Mexico. It was devoted almost entirely to sugar. It was 
his idea and his hope to get control of those properties in that state, 
and he conceived the idea that if he could scare out the people who 
were in there by some hocus-pocus, the Madero family would get 
control of that state. 

Mr. KEARrUL. This was Gustavo Madero you are speaking of now? 

Mr. Emery. Yes. I omitted something. At the uprising of the 
Madero business we had a little settler over in a neighboring village 
by the name of Penuncio Martinez. He had gotten into some trouble 
with the government. They had given orders to arrest him, and he 
had been in an unhappy state for some little time with the Diaz 
government for his peccadillos—this I found out months afterwards— 
and he came to my foreman and begged him to let him have a rifle, 
and after a certain length of time he gave him this rifle. That was 
the initial step toward one of these bunches. 

This man gathered together three or four others with him and they 

egan circulating around the country, going into plantations and 
getting what they could and living off the country, so to speak. 
Their force kept augmenting, and finally he began sending me word 
that I need not worry at all, that we were not going to be disturbed 
by them. After this thing had come to me half a dozen times I 
began to take some little stock in the idea that Penuncio Martinez 
A acting in a small way much as Pelaez was doing in the Tampico 

istrict. | 

The thing went along for a couple of years, with Penuncio making 

eadquarters there. We were a little way off from the main road and 
I think he came to see us only once. Toward the latter part of that 
time it seemed to me that it was a bad state of affairs to have this 
man operating and I suggested to him why not fall in with the 
Madero government. He said he would if he thought he could do 
it safely. I went to Mexico City and arranged matters so that he 
could become a good Indian, so to speak, and come in on the reserva- 
tion and resume relations with the government, and this was done. 

It went along until shortly after the time that we left there. 

enuncio was the last man I saw on leaving Cordoba. He came in 
and was very regretful to see the condition we were in and promised 
to do all he could to look after our property, and he did as long as he 
was alive. I think finally they killed him; I heard they had, but 
I think we owed in some small measure a debt of gratitude to him. 
At one time he came to me and wanted $500, not as a forced loan, 
but simply as one business man would borrow from another. I let 
him have the $500 and perhaps 60 days after that he returned the 
money. He always seemed to be very friendly and very grateful. 
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I think we owed in large part our immunity from any trouble there 
to his actions. 

Mr. Kearrut. He was a free lance up to the time you arranged 
for him to join Madero ? 

Mr. Emery. Yes, sir; and he operated with the Madero govern- 
ment for, I think, several months after we left the country, and for 
some reason or other something came up that displeased him and 
he went out again. I have heard since that he was killed, but it 
has never been confirmed. : 

Mr. Kearrut. Don’t you mean that he operated with the Carranza 
government after vou left? 

Mr. Emery. Yes. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You said he operated with the Madero government. 

Mr. Emery. I mean the Carranza government, but he fell out with 
that government and resumed his old tactics later, I believe. 

I recollect at one time there was a very large movement of perhaps 
1,500 revolutionists—two separate bands—that passed down through 
our property. When they approached the highway leading into our 
works, which was some three-quarters of a mile from the highway, 
this other man was in the lead and they started to come in. Penuncio 
rode up to the head of the column and said, ‘‘ Where are you going?” 
He said, ‘‘ This is an American company. We are going in there and 
see what we can do.” Penuncio said, ‘‘ No, you must not go in there.” 
They insisted, and he told them no. He had some people whom he 
knew were straight, and he said, “There is only one way you can go 
in there. Thev are friends of mine, and you shall not molest them. 
If you get in there you will have to do it after disposing of us.” He 
had that sort of feeling for us. 

Mr. KearFu_. He did protect you then? 

Mr. Emery. Yes, sir; there is no question about it. They passed 
on and there was no further trouble about it. 

Mr. Kearrut. What happened to you at the time of the occupation 
of Vera Cruz? 

Mr. Emery. We had been urged bv our bankers in Mexico City 
and by our attorney, Mr. Robert J. Kerr, who at that time was in 
Mexico, to leave; we had been very urgently advised to get away 
from the plantation. We were off to one side; we were some distance 
from the railroad and rather in a remote inaccessible section in a way. 

I went to Vera Cruz and arranged to get a place to move my family. 
I disliked leaving until it really seemed a case of have-to. I arranged 
with Consul Canada to send me a telegram if the situation ever got 
dangerous, to wire me that my presence was needed at the Aduana in 
Vera Cruz, that he had a consignment of goods that needed my atten- 
tion. That telegram was sent the dav before the invasion of Vera 
Cruz by our troops. [did not receive it for 48 hours after it was sent. 
I never knew why. 

Immediately on getting that telegram we threw together our 
personal belongings that we had had already packed, and started to 
the train. We had a little stream to cross bern midway between 
the plantation and the railway, which was about 6 miles distant. We 
were met at this stream by some of the prominent citizens of the little 
towns—there were two little towns that we had to pass through—and 
they told us that there was no use in trying to go on, that the bridges 
had been destroyed and the Americans had attempted to take Vera 
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Cruz and that they had killed hundreds of women and children, and 
that they had been driven back to the vessels with great loss, and that 
hell was popping generally. We thought we would take our chances 
right at the plantation, and so we returned to the place. 

Mr. Kearret. That was the first notice vou had of the taking of 
Vera Cruz ? 

Mr. Emery. Yes, sir. We returned to the plantation, getting back 
about noon. We went about our ordinary vocations until about 
sundown, when a captain of the Huerta troops came up to the place, 
hitched his horse outside of the vard, started in, laid his rifle down on 
the grass, and extended his hand and was pleased to resume his 
acquaintance with me, which had been very pleasant. He came to 
tell me that the commander at Tierra Blanca was very anxious to 
have a conference with me. I told him I would be very much pleased 
to meet the commander and would go the first thing in the morning. 
He said, ‘That will not do. You had better go to-night.” I said, 
“Tt is too late.” and I assigned various reasons. My cashier came 
along and joined the conversation and tried to show that it would be 
better to go in the morning, but finally the captain became rather 
provoked, and said, “We can not waste anv more time over this 
proposition. If vou do not choose to go with me willingly I will have 
to take vou.” 

Meanwhile 50 of his men had appeared. He had come alone at the 
start. My wife had joined the group by that time. and she said, “If 
vou are going I am going, too.” She was English, and she had a 
wnch that maybe all was not as it ought to be, and she insisted on 
accompanying me. ‘They made no real objection, although thev said 
there was no use in her going. 

I and two other American men started. We had no means of 
conveyance. There was a lady there, an American who had been 
with us a great many vears down there, who had charge of our store. 

Mr. Kearrut. Who was that? 

Mr. Emery. Mrs. Wetherell. I do not know whether she has been 
before your committee. 

Mr. Kearren. Yes; she has been. 

Mr. Emery. We of course never would have left her if we had 
dreamed of the outcome of the proposition. As we started away 
they gave orders to turn loose all of our people and to give them 
full liberty in every sense of the word, and they took it. I suppose 
a White woman never underwent such a night without bn aah 
having been abused personally. The physician and the mayordomo 
were able to shift her around from place to place—she told you all 
of that, however-—to protect her through the night. The next 
morning they got her over to the station and she rejoined us in 
Cordoba. 

We reached Tierra Blanca at 2 o'clock in the morning, and were 
shoved into an empty room with no bedding and no convenience 
whatever and were told we could remain there. The next morning 
we started out to look areund and one of the troops returned and 
said to me, “You had better not show yourselves. There is a very 
bitter fecling here against Americans.” We were told that the 
night before the Mexicans had assembled and had held a joint 
meeting —there were 11 Americans in and about Tierra Blanca. It 
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was railroad headquarters. for that part of the country, and they 
ut it to a vote as to whether those 11 people and ourselves should 
e executed then and there. That was decided by one ballot. 

Mr. Kearruv. In favor of not executing you? 

Mr. Emery. That they would not resort to extreme measures. 
We were put on the train and started for Cordoba, I should say 
about 9 o'clock the folowing morning. Midway between Cordoba 
and Tierra Blanca, one of the officials from Tierra Blanca, together 
with this same captain who had arrested us, came to us and said, 
“We have a proposition to make to vou.” He said, “We can do 
one of two things with this company.” There were about 15 or 16 
in our party. He said, “We can take vou down to the front and 
leave you with the Mexican troops, or we can take you to Cordoba. 
Which would vou rather have?” ` 

We said of course that we would prefer going to Cordoba. We 
did not think it would be a very pleasant place for my wife and 
little child down where the fighting was hkelv to be and where there 
was a great deal of smallpox. They said, ‘ You will have to give 
us a thousand pesos to take vou to Cordoba.” 

We debated a little while over that and finally consented to do 
it, and paid that money to those people. When we reached Cordoba 
we were met by a file of 50 cavalrymen. The train was drawn up 
to the regular station in Cordoba and staved there until the usual 
passengers and mail were unloaded, and then the train was reversed 
and we were run back about two blocks. This captain came to us 
and said, “The minute this train starts you want to get off of it as 
quickly as you can.” We knew enough to obey orders, and we got 
off the train. We were then, I should say, perhaps 2 miles from the 
center of town. We were taken that distance on the double quick. 
We were taken all the way through back streets and we did not 
reach any evidence of any excitement until we got almost to the 
municipal building. Then we found a tremendous crowd there and 
we were ushered up through the guard of 25° soldiers and put into 
this room. I suppose that room was perhaps 30 by 50 feet, a bare 
room, with no provisions of any kind in it, a tile floor. We were 
kept there for six days and nights. 

When Mr. Grigshv’s party came it was necessary to shift us down 
into the cells, and the lio sang morning we were told by a resident 
of Cordoba that there had been 50 peons’ cornses taken out of 
those cells 30 days before, dead from the smallpox. There was not 
any use saving anything to anybody about it. I tatked with my 
wife, who had had the smallpox, and I had been vaccinated and our 
little boy had been vaccinated. Eleven days later in quarantine in 
the Mississippi River my little child had a very high fever and { was 
certain then that this smallpox had broken out, but it developed into 
something else. 

I speak of that to show the lack of foresight or forethought. There 
were six days and nights there that I think our lives just hung by à 
hair. 

Mr. Keareut. What was the attitude of the Mexican populace? 

Mr. Emery. The municipal building fronted a plaza that contained 
perhaps three acres, a beautiful place. That plaza would be filled up 
with peons at night, and about the only tning that would satisfy 
them was to turn us over to them. That was their attitude. They 
wanted the blood of the Gringos. 
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Mr. KearruL. How long were you kept prisoners there? 

Mr. Emery. Six days and nights. 

Mr. Kearru,t. How many of you were there in the party, 
eventually ? 

Mr. Emery. I think there were 85 altogether. 

Mr. KEARFUL. How did you get away? 

Mr. Emery. We were trying to get away for several days. We 
could get no information from anywhere. We would canvass the 
situation with the coronel commanding and with the jefe politico of 
the district, and they all seemed to be in the dark. 

Finally on Monday---I think we were landed there on Wednesday 
they told us we could get out that night. We were marshaled out 
between sundown and dark. Wehada guard that dav and there was 
no Opposition to our going. They were quiet and civil. We found 
no trouble until we got down to a point called Paso del Macho. That 
is about 15 kilometers below Cordoba. There the train stopped. 
It seems the train people were in the habit of taking luncheon there, 
and there was a very large delegation of Mexicans there, and they. 
bombarded the car with rocks and everything else they could get hold 
of. One lady was sitting by a window and a peon stepped up and 
pi in her face. They showed in various ways their animosity. 
If they really believed what I honestly think they did believe, I 
do not blame them. If they thought their women and children had 
been shot down in the streets of Vera Cruz by the hundred, as they 
were made to believe, I can not question very much their attitude 
toward Americans. 

Mr. Kearrut. You think that their feeling was justified according 
to reports ! 

Mr. Emery. Yes, I do. I would have felt much the same way. 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you know whether any Mexican women and 
children were killed in Vera Cruz? 

Mr. Emery. I have been led to believe there were. I would not 
attempt to state the number, but I am under the impression there 
were one or two children and perhaps three Mexican women that 
were accidentally killed by the fire of American marines. They were 
quite outraged at the landing of those troops. 

Mr. Kearru. Where were you taken then? 

Mr. Emery. We were put on the train. The train was at Paso del 
Macho perhaps for 30 minutes, perhaps an hour—it seemed like a 
lifetime to us while those cars were being bombarded with rocks 
and everything else. We saved ourselves by piling our valises and 
apy thing we could get against the windows. 

Ve were then taken down to a station that was some 15 miles 
below, to Soledad. We were landed there about davlight and we 
were held there. The train immediately was returned to Cordoba 
and we were left there stranded. 

There was quite a large collection of Mexican troops there and 
nobody nel to know anything about it, and we could not get 
any advice from anywhere. We did not know whether we were 
going to be allowed to go on or not, and the troops were not fecling 
very friendly. There was a very well-defined feeling among a good 
many people that there would have been very serious trouble there 
if we had been held there another 24 hours. But meanwhile a train 
came bearing a commander of the English fleet, who was afterwards 
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killed in the Pacific. He was sent up to Mexico City to see if he 
could not persuade Gen. Huerta to resign. He went to Mexico 
City on a special train. Of course his attempt was futile. and when 
his train returned about 2 o’clock in the afternoon a committee from 
our people went over and made a very strong plea to him to allow 
us to board his train and we were taken to Vera Cruz on board his 
train. We were rescued really by the British Navy. They had a 
flax of truce. The column was headed and followed by a white 
flag. 

Mr. KearrerL. Did you meet Consul Canada and Admiral Fletcher 
im Vera Cruz? 

Mr. Emery. On arrival at Vera Cruz. I knew the shortcuts to 
American headquarters there and my wife and I slipped out of the 
rear of the coach, which was very well filled. By the way, we 
traveled 9 miles afoot the worst walk I ever experienced, over a torm- 
up railway to a point about 4 kilometers from Vera Cruz, to Boca del 
tio, and we were there given a train and taken into Vera Cruz. As 
I sav, [ made my way to Consul Canada’s office and I openeil the 
door and he grasped my hand and he said, “Old man. we sweat 
blood over vou.” They could not get word from us and could not 
get any advice as to where we were or what had happended to us 
or why we were held. Our own thought was that if the American 
troops had continued to march toward Mexico City, that we were 
held there as a sort of hostage to get terms. l 

Mr. Krearrer. Were you released upon information that the 
Americans were not gatng in any farther? 

Mr. Emery. I imagine so. We never did get any information one 
way or the other. There was a verv singular occurrence. In enter- 
ing the minicipal building where we were kept, a miscount was made 
of our party and my wife was not counted with the number. For 
example, we perhaos went in there with 15 people and they only 
took tally of 14. There was a hotel right across the street, the Hotel 
Diligencia. We attempted to get Mrs. Emery out of the building. 
It was not pleasant for women there by themselves, but nothing was 
domme, We understood the leading Spanish merchants in the town, 
with whom we did business, and we got word to them and they would 
sav. “We will do what we can.” and they would come back to us 
again, but she was held there until the very last and she was held 
there simply because the colonel commanding feit sit was safer 
there than m the hotel. 

[am sauistied that but for the position of the leading Spanish and 
Mextenn merchants of Cordoba there would have been one of the 
most horrible slaughters there. I was told that perhaps the first 
night after we reached there -by the wav, the dav before we came 
there a little party was brought in that was attacked, and they were 
from the first plantation out of Vera Cruz. At anv rate they were 
stoned and one of the party had quite a severe wound on his head. 
That is the reason why they were so insistent on getting us up by the 
side passages, so as to avoid knowledge of the populace. 

Mr. Keareun. Did vou have any conversation with Consul Canada 
or Admiral Fletcher in reference to plans that had been made for the 
Vera Cruz landing ? 

Mr. Ewery. The following morning after our arrival in Vera Cruz, 
T paid my respects to the consul and to Admiral Fletcher, who hap- 
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pened to be in his office, having been entertained on Admiral Fletcher's 
ship previously and he having been at the plantation. Of course my 
relations with Mr. Canada were almost as a brother. I had the very 
deepest respect and feeling for Mr. Canada. They talked very freely 
tome. I do not know that this matter has ever come out. They 
told me this, that they had perfected this sort of an arrangement. 
They knew that the steamer Y mranga, the Spanish steamer, was due 
to arrive in Vera Cruz, in fact was in the offing then. 

Mr. KEARFUL. A German steamer, was she not? 

Mr. Emery. A Spanish steamer, I erga fous At any rate, it does 
not matter whose steamer it was, it had a large consignment of arms 
for the Huerta government, and it was desirable from the standpoint 
of the United States at that time to prevent the arrival of those arms 
and their going into the hands of the Huerta government. They did 
not care to lock horns with the vessel. That would have been an act 
of war, of course, against that nation which owned the vessel. They 
conceived the idea of arranging with the colonel commanding the 
Mexican troops that he would withdraw his troops —I think he had 
something like 1,000 men there—and that in the early morning before 
daylight a detachment of marines would enter the city by rowboat 
or motorboat, and would occupy the customhouse, the post office, 
and the telegraph office, and that when the vessel did come in our 
pone woul’ receive the arms and would see that they did not reach 

. Huerta. 

After perfecting this plan they submitted it to Washington for 
confirmation. In place of receiving a prompt rply from Washing- 
ton, as they had a right to expect, they received the order the fol- 
lowing morning about 7 o'clock telling them to go ahead and carry 
vut their plan. They did so, and by some oversight a little handful 
of boys—they were nothing but lads down in the naval academy 
there—when they saw this foreign invasion, not knowing that the 
Mexican troops had been saani jumped in the breach and 
turned loose on the marines and killed a few of our people, and that 
was the trouble. Had our people gone in there—thev should never 

ave gone in, in the first place; it was a horrible outrage; I do not 
care who authorized it—had they gone in there as was planned, I am 
satisfied there would never have been a gun fired. 

(Thereupon at 12.30 o'clock p. m., a recess was taken until 2 
o'clock p. m., at which time the hearing was continued as follows:) 


AFTER RECESS. 
TESTIMONY OF MR. SLOAN W. EMERY—Resumed. 


Mr. KearFruL. Are you acquainted with Mr. John Lind, who was 
- sent by President Wilson to Mexico to eliminate Huerta from the 
Presidency of Mexico? 

Mr. Emery. Are you a mindreader! I was just going to tell vou 
the pains I went to with John Lind to show him the manner of treat- 
ment that the Mexican peon received at the hands of the American 
hacendados. Yes, sir; I knew John Lind in Minnesota. I lived in 
Minnesota 25 vears and thought a great deal of John Lind and watched 
his course in Congress with a great deal of interest—helped to elect 
him, in face and felt he was an old friend and one to whom an 
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appeal could be made and that, perhaps, he would take some stock 
in the observations that I might offer. 

Mr, Kearrcun. After John Lind presented his proposition to 
Huerta and had been unsuccessful ne mission at Mexico City, he 
went to Vera Cruz. While he was there did vou have occasion to 
take him out to vour plantation ? 

Mr. Exery. I visited him in Vera Cruz immediately when I heard 
he was there. I had great hope that his coming would bring bene- 
ficial results with our. Government, because I thought that repre- 
sentations could be made to him by people whose opinions he ought 
to have respected and might have some influence upon his actions. 
We had a great deal of business in Vera Cruz and I frequently was 
there. 

Finally I received a letter that John and the admiral were coming 
with a little escort, and they did arrive. They spent a day with us. 
As I remember it, they spent a couple of nights at the finca, and we 
went all over the ground with them. I showed them the manner we 
had of handling our help and how they were treated. I took him 
out in the field and introduced him on our farm to one of the old 
caciques. He had a very good interpreter with him and he carried 
on quite a conversation with this man. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did John Lind know any Spanish’ . 

Mr. Emery. No. There is Mr. Wilson's great fault. I was taught 
as a bov a mighty homely old saw, never to measure another man's 
oats in your half bushel. Mr. Wilson’s whole treatment. of this 
affair down there, or rather this Government—lI do not know that I 
should specify Mr. Wilson —has been that they could be handled as 
Americans could be handled. One has to have some insight into 
their character and into their disposition. You have to know the 
genesis of such people before vou can measure them up or outline 
anv line of action for them. 

Mr. Kearrust. Do you know the national origin of John Lind! 

Mr. Emery. | know he is a Seandinavian. 

Mr. Kearrcc. Is there anything more different that you can 
imagine than the ss a au of a Scandinavian and a Mexican? 

Mr. Emery. No, indeed. I might add that within, I think, 60 days, 
or possibly 90 days, I addressed a letter to John Lind to this effect, 
that “I trust by this time vou and President Wilson have had your 
bellies full of the Carranza régime,” and signed myself ‘‘ Very respect- 
fullv,” but I never had a reply to that. 

Mr. Kearrun. What impression were you able to make upon him 
at that time ? 

Mr. EmERY. None whatever. I could not get anything. We 
talked about Carranza and what was being done up in the northwest. 
At that time the operations were confined mainly to the north- 
western part of Mexico. He said he thought something could be 
done, ete., but I gathered my impressions irou:-our lines i Mexi- 
cans who were men of affairs, who were leaders and who studied the 
situation. 

Mr. Kearrun. And with whom vou could talk / 

Mr. Emery. Yes; and whom I could sound out to get their ideas 
and their impression. Ü 

Mr. KEARFUL. Do vou know of any other trip into the interior 
that John Lind ever made é 
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Mr. Emery. [ do not think he ever made any to a plantation 
except to ours. 

Mr. Krearrvn. How far is vour plantation from Vera Cruz?! 

Mr. Every. About 45 miles-—-106 kilometers. 

Mr. Kearrun. Did Lind expound to you any of his theories in re- 
gard to what should be done about Mexico ¢ 

Mr. Emery. The only thing that I could gather was that he thought 
Carranza would be able to pull out and make good; that Carranza 
and Villa between them would pass by the country, and it was a 
longer shot. and a better one than to attempt to place any dependence 
in Huerta. 

Mr. Kearrvi. Had vou been receiving protection to hfe and prop- 
erty and did vou have all security under Huerta? 

Mr. Emery. Yes, sir; and not only that but we had obtained per- 
mission to import arms into Mexico for the protection of our property 
from bandits, and it would often happen that a company of perhaps 
100 men would come through and we would entertain them, we would 
provide them with quarters for the night and feed them, and they 
would move on to the next point. We enjoyed the very kindest 
relations with the Huerta government. 

Mr. Kearrern. Did vou ever receive any concessions from Huerta ? 

Mr. Emery. Never. 

Mr. Kearreur. Any special favors ? 

Mr. Emery. No, sir; none except I might say the permission to 
bring arms into our plantation. We brought in 10 Winchester rifles 
and had our own police force that patroled the grounds for months. 

Mr. Kearrun. That was merely for vour protection ? 

Mr. Emery. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Krearrcn. What was Lind’s idea about pacifying the country 
that was not in need of pacification? Was there any need to pacify 
the country that was safe and secure under Huerta ’? 

Mr. Emery. He knew there was a good deal of objection, that 
Huerta was putting up a very strong fight against Carranza. They 
seemed to have held Huerta responsible for the death of Madero. 
Nothing that. vou could sav to the contrary seemed to alter that 
impression, that such a man was not fit, that no man that had the 
remotest association with such work should have the mght to rule 
Mexico. | 

Mr. Kearrtun. That was the American administration idea / 

Mr. EMERY. Yes. 

Mr. Krearrur. Was that the Mexican idea ? 

Mr. Emery. Oh, no, indeed. IT think had a poll been taken as 
between Carranza and Huerta, at the time, say, six months after the 
assassination of Madero, that Gen. Huerta would have had practically 
the support of the American people by a very big majority. 

Mr. Kearrer. Lind thought it was the function of the American 
Government to supervise the political morals of the Mexicans and 
to put in any man that they might be satisfied with even if he was not 
acceptable to us? 

Mr. Emery. Yes, sir: we were the people to be satisfied and not 
they. That was apparently the position ie took. 

Mr. Krarreur. Did he expound to vou an idea which he subse- 
quently published in a book about the pacification of Mexico depend- 
ing upon the good Mexicans of the north defeating the bad Mexicans 
of the south ? 
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Mr. Emery. No: he did not. We had very few bad Mexicans in 
the south. 

Mr. KearFru.. What is the truth about the difference between the 
Mexicans of the north and the Mexicans of the south? 

Mr. Emery. There is no comparison between them. 

Mr. Kearrun.. Which are the better? 

Mr. Emery. The southern Mexicans. Here is a point that I ques- 
tion whether it is generally known in the United States. What is 
your idea of a Mexican ? 

Mr. KEARFUL. I would rather have you tell the committee your 
idea. 

Mr. Emery. A Mexican is the result of the crossing of the Spanish 
blood with the native Indian. You know what they used to say about 
the northwestern Indian half-breed, that he inherited the vices of 
both and the virtues of neither. The old conquistadores—I expect 
you might scratch all hell and never find a tougher lot than those 
conquistadores that came into Mexico. We see what the Germans do 
and what they are doing everywhere they colonize. They are insist- 
ing on their people cohabiting or living with the native women in 
order to infuse their blood as largely as possible into the native races. 
As for the Indian, the pure Indian, the pure Aztec, he is a noble 
character. He is just as different from the American Indian as day 
is from night. The American Indian is a meat eater, he is a loafer, 
he is a tough, he is a roustabout, a good for nothing, prior to that. time 
this Government had undertaken to starve them into something like 
making a living for themselves; but to the contrary the Mexican 
Indian is one of the finest original forces that this continent has ever 
known. He has been steady, law-abiding, peaceable, and industrious. 
He is not industrious in a way that we consider men industrious, 
because he can takg 5 acres of land and can have a pig or two and 
his 5 acres of land will grow all the corn and beans he wants, and it 
will enable him to buy the very small outfit of clothing that is neces- 
sary and pay his taxes, and when you have done that what more does 
a man need to-day if you get right down to it? What is the use of 
worrving and fretting over the future and over life? Those people 
are the salt of the earth so far as the aborigines are concerned. They 
are the people we have in the south. 

Mr. Keareun. They are the natives of the State of Oaxaca ! 

Mr. Emery. Yes, sir. Bv the wav, I stated this morning that we 
recruited our labor largely from the natives of the State of Oaxaca. 
We had an association with two brothers whose grounds were almost 
in sight of the Pacific Ocean, and when the cane-grinding season 
came on we used to send there and sav, © We need 200 or 300 or 400 
people and would like to have them about such a time.” We would 
send money that would enable them to make arrangements for the 
people to live, and they would come down there under a six months’ 
contract, which was written up by their own officials, and we woul 
pay their taxes in advance for them, and those people would march 
across the isthmus, an eight days’ journey, al come in there and 
settle right into their work. We paid those people a dollar a tarea 
(task) for cutting cane, and oftentimes they sould cut two or three 
tareas (tasks) a day. They were not locked up or anything of that 
sort. They were treated just as you would treat laborers in the 
United States. We had that relation with those people. They 
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trusted us and would do anything in the world for us that we could 
-ask them to do. There was nover any trouble with them. 

Mr. Kearrcu. In the history of Mexico two great men stand out 
with prominence, Benito Juarez and Porfirio Diaz. From what. part 
of Mexico did those two men come? 

Mr. Emery. From the State of Oaxaca. I have said that when the 
true history was known Porfirio Diaz would rate with Abraham 
Lincoln. He was one of the finest characters I ever knew. 

Mr. KEARFUL. In that opinion you are corroborated by Mr. 
William Jennings Bryan in an article published in 1903 in the Com- 
moner. 

Mr. Emery. I had the pleasure of knowing Porfirio Diaz personally. 
Before going to Mexico I had been a director of the Montana Experi- 
ment Station for seven years, and when I got down there I saw a 
good many things that did not look right to me, and I volunteered 
and wrote the President of Mexico that if I could be of any service to 
his agricultural department in fostering the cause of agriculture 
down there I hoped he would command my services at any time 
without remuneration. It was money in our pockets to have better 
agriculture there. We were doing exactly what the cotton planter 
does down in Mississippi and the South. We were making a specialty 
of cane, while they are making a specialty of cotton. We needed 
things that could be paced outside of our plantation, and we 
needed them in abundance with the forces we had. 

I received a nice letter from the President on the subject and some 
months later he offered me a position at one of the principal experi- 
ment stations, but, of course, I could not leave my own business there 
and undertake that. That was the nature of my relation with Gen. 
Diaz. I had nothing but the very highest respect for him. He did 
things that would be shocking to people up here, but he did them 
because they ought to be done. 

I remember when I interviewed Gen. Funston, and he wanted to 
know my opinion, as to whether they would have trouble in going to 
Mexico City with the force then in Vera Cruz. I said, ‘‘If you handle 
this proposition right, Gen. Funston, there need never be a gun fired 
on your trip. If on handling a campaign like that, I would pick 
out half a oven responsible men who were well known to the next. one 
or two towns on your journey. I would send those men ahead of me 
and have them call together the settlers and explain the situation, 
that you are going up to Mexico City to see if you can not get order, 
ane that if they have anything to sell you will gladly buy it and pay 

or it. 

‘Then from town to town I would pick out and send runners ahead 
in that way, that would pave the way for them, and that they could 
go to the capital without having a shot fired.” I said, “You are 
going to find when you go into the country this sort of thing: Men 
will say to you, ‘ Here is So-and-so, nothing but a notorious cattle thief 
and murderer; he is a bad man and he may make trouble.’’”’ I said 
to Admiral Fletcher, “If you catch can of those people and want to 
make a good impression on the settlers, the law-abiding settlers, 
just shoot a few of them.” He threw his hands up and said that 
would never do in the world; that those people would have to be 
tried. But they did not understand that sort of thing; they did 
not know anything about the slow movement of the law, which is a 
farce in many cases in this country. 
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I recall an incident where a family of people went out to a station 
a day's trip with some fat pigs. They sold those pigs and made 
their way back home. They reached home Saturday night. They 
were a day’s journey from the station. Their little houses were 
scattered here and there, perhaps two or three hundred yards apart, 
a little settlement, of which there are many in Mexico, There 1s no 
motion seen around that property the next morning, so the neigh- 
bors went over to inquire and found that the eight eople were 
lying around scattered through their little shacks with their throats 
cut and heads caved in. We had a contractor working for us and 
he happened to be on the ground, a very intelligent fellow, and he 
had foresight enough to note the tracks leading from the houses in 
the direction of an adjacent property. They immediately sent 
messengers down to the Athxco advising of the situation, and the 
following day the jefe politico, together with his secretary, the 
judge of the district with his secretary, and a file of six gendarmes, 
came up to the vicinity by rail. They rode into this little settlement 
and rounded up everybody in the country and inquired into this 
business and looked into it thoroughly, and finally they located this 
family to whose house the tracks led, and they secured a confession. 
I think there were five of them, two boys and three men. There 
were three entrances to these houses. They put these boys at the 
entrances, and these other men went in there and did up the whole 
outfit. 

They secured their confession, and they did this between Tuesday 
and Friday. Friday morning those five men were taken out, and they 
dug their graves and were stood up against the buildings and shot and 
buried, and that is all there was toit. It was that sort of dispensation 
of law that made that country safe for anvbody and pared tee 

There was a funny thing about that. That occurrence was on the 
sume stream on which we were. That party came to our plantation 
and reached there between 2 and 3 alone in the afternoon. They 
had had nothing to eat, and we were very glad to see them. We were 
always glad to see the officers and we entertained them. They pro- 
cured a convevance to take them to the next town. There was never 
a lisp about this occurrence. We knew nothing about it until some 
hours afterwards. The contractor followed them down the river and 
told us what had happened. That is the sort of thing that Mexicans 
have been accustomed to and that they expect. They expect Justice 
swift and sure, and it is this that makes good Mexicans. 

Mr. Keareun. Did Jobn Lind express to you his idea about the 
iniquitous operations of the church in Mexico and the necessity to take 
some drastic action to climinate that influence from the Mexicans ! 

Mr. Emery. No. He talked very little. You may observe that 
when a man’s head is set, when his ‘‘eves are sot,” so to speak, you 
ean not get much of an argument out of him. The burden of his idea 
seemed to be that if we could just get rid of Huerta, everything 
would be serene and poaceable. 

Mr. Kearrun. He thought Carranza and Villa were the men to do 
that ? 

Mr. Emery. Yes. 

Mr. Krarrun. Nothing else seemed to have impressed his mind ? 

Mr. EMERY. No, sir. 
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Mr. KearrteL. What do you know about the influence of the church 
upon the Mexicans as to whether it is bad for them or not and whether 
it is one of the things that constitutes the problem in Mexico ? 

Mr. Emery. To the extent of the ends justifying the means, I am 
not prepared to say that the church works along the right lines, and 
yet you have to consider this. There are people that if vou deprive 
them of the Catholic religion there is nothing that will take its place. 

Mr. Kearrcu. That is the only religion that the large body of the 
natives have in Mexico, is it not? 

Mr. Emery. Yes, sir: it is the only religion. 

Mr. KearruL. What did you observe as to their being very 
religiously inclined those who professed religion ¢ 

r. Emery. We had a friend come down to visit us in the early 
years of my being down there. He was a particularly fine-lookin 
young man. He happened to have on a clerical looking shirt an 
sack coat. He rode in to a Scotch plantation near there and the 
people rushed out and proceeded to take his hand and kiss it. He did 
not know what to make of it. They thought he was a priest. All of 
them were good Catholics, as good Catholics as [ ever knew anything 
about. 

Mr. Kearrun.. Were they devoted in their religious exercises ? 

Mr. Emery. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KearFuL. What character of men were the priests 4 

Mr. Emery. I think you might say that the Mexican is very much 
more faithful about his religion than the Protestants are about theirs. 

Mr. Kearrun. What character of men were the priests ? 

Mr. Emery. In the main they were very good. We had of course, 
the black sheep. There was a priest killed in a little village 4 kilo- 
meters from us by a prostitute woman he had been living with. 
There were some little trouble between them and she stuck a knife 
in him and killed him. There was nothing said about that. The 
church shut it up, and there was no scandal about it. Thev have 
some queer ideas. 

Mr. Kearrun. Did vou observe that the priests made improper 
use of their influence over the lower classes for the purpose of extort- 
ing money from them ? 

Mr. Emery. No, sir. 

Mr. Kearruu. Did the priests seem to be really conscientious in 
the exercise of their functions ¢ 

Mr. Emery. I have known first and last a great many ministers 
of the Gospel. I never knew one that enjoyed a higher place in my 
estimation than Father Riley of Cordoba. He was an Irish priest 
who in times of yellow fever established his own private hospital and 
went out and gathered by himself persons stricken with this disease 
and carried them in and did everything in his power that he could 
for the sick and distressed always. He was a wonderful man. We 
had a resident priest in the village 4 kilometers from us that was a 
splendid character, always counseling and ang good living and 
upright actions on the part of his people. You have to stop and 
consider this, that those people have the influence. If they told a 
man to do right it would go a long way further in the direction of 
causing him to do right than ìf one of us told him. 

Mr. KearruL. Did you observe whether or not that influence was 
exerted for good ? 
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Mr, Emery. Yes, sir: always. If there was any suggestion that 
we had that would be better for the people, he always fell in with it 
and was anxious to do all he could to help along for the betterment 
of his people. I attributed in no small degree our success. if it may 
be called a success—because I think it was up to the time we were 
forcibly deprived of the opportunity to go further—to the fact that 
we recoznized their rignts to enjoy whatever religion they pleased, 
and we did not attempt to force any other ideas upon them. We 
took it as a matter of fact that anybody that belonged in that country 
wa Catholic by nature and by birth and by practice. There was a 
little church in that village said to be 200 years old. 

Mr. Kearrut. Where do you place the blame for the present dis- 
turbed conditions in Mexico? Upon whom do you mostly place the 
blame ¢ 

Mr. Emery. I think the lack of confidence that one Mexican has 
in another has a great deal to do with the situation. There are no 
big men, when you get right down to it, in these revolutionary move- 
ments. I think there was one man down there, Gen. Alvarez. It 
was a grent pity that he was killed, for there was a very fine man. 
Felix Dinz was another. Those people were above graft, they were 
above petty malicious looting or plundering. They believed in 
Mexico and wanted to see it come out in the open and be a strong 
nation. 

Mr. Kearrun. Do you think the interference of the American 
ndministration in Mexican affairs in the time of Huerta had anything 
to do with the subsequent. trouble ¢ : 

Mr. Esiory. I thin it his all to'do with it. 

Mr. Kearrut. Who do you think was responsible for that? 

Mr. Emery. I have felt that Mr. Bryan was originally to blame 
and that he headed the Government in that direction, and that they 
thougnt perhaps the better things to do was to try to make good on 
those lines, 

Taere is no question in my mind whatever that had Gen. Huerta 
been recognized by this Government, as he was by nearly every other 
government of importance, that the troubles would have been over 
in Mexico long ago. Huerta wanted to do right and that is more 
than some of these other people have been doing. Do you know the 
primary cause of this trouble ¢ 

Mr. Kearrut. What are your ideas about it? 

Mr. Emery. A brother of my cashier saw among the first checks 
drawn by the Madero Government a check for $685,000 to the Waters- 
Pierce Oil Co. We were paying $S a case for kerosene oil under 
the Waters-Pierce administration. Cowdray came down there and 
opened up those oil wells and immediately began to attempt to get 
into a standing with the people there that could not be done, and they 
began striking back and forth until oil was worth $2.75. Of course, 


that was Mexican money. Eight pesos a case was $4 American 
money or 40 cents a gallon for kerosene. That is a pretty good price, 
you know, in those days waen we were selling oil here for about 10 
eonts a gallon. ‘ 

Pierce and his people have their concessions on all that oil territory 
from Mr. Diaz. He was a very strong man. He did a great deal in 
Mexico. I know that Pearson, both in Salina Cruz and in Vera Cruz, 
spent tl great deal of government money in fitting that region up to 
do business. They had great contidence in him. 
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Mr. Kearrut. Who was this man { 

Mr. Emrry. He is now Lord Cowdray. The Standard Oil Co. had 
done nothing except put in a vast refinery or two, and these other 
people had been exploiting these mixed oil products down there, and 
it has always been my opinion that that was the original source of the 
attempt to break down the Diaz government. They knew there was 
no use trying to handle that Government as long as the Diaz people 
were on earth. | 


pression on their faces that the farce was ended of the Madero ad- 
ministration of the Government. 

Mr. Kearrun. They received it with equanimity, or with tis- 
faction? 

Mr. Emery. With the greatest satisfaction. The result had been 
so disappointing to them and so unsatisfactory, the administration 
of affairs under Madero, that they received this news with the great- 
est satisfaction. 

Mr. Kearrut. What do you know about the feeling of substantial 
Mexicans in regard to Carranza and the prospect of successful gov- 
ernment by him ? 

Mr. Emery. I have had very little intercourse with Mexicans since 
leaving there, and I am not prepared to say, but I think the majority 
of them would welcome something of a change—that is, the right 
change. I wrote a great many letters in the early days of trouble 
down there, I would say perhaps three or four letters, to Mr. Bryan, 
calling attention to the fact of what would be the result of interven- 
tion and the position Americans would be in down there, and urged 
that everything be done to prevent that catastrophe. Very little 
attention was ever paid to this. Sometimes I al get an acknowl- 
edgment of a letter, but that would be about all. 

have quite changed my mind, very much. I think if we ever 
wanted to do anything with Mexico or in Mexico that it could not be 
done by our going down there as an armed body and compelling those 
people. The better read Mexicans have never forgotten the separa- 
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tion of so much of their territory from them by the United States. 
There is a constant fear and dread that is in the minds of Mexicans 
that sooner or later the Americans expect to take Mexico the same 
as they have territory that they already have acquired formerly from 
Mexico. 

Mr. Kearren, What do you think this country ought to do, if 
anything? 

Mr. Eatery. J think we ought to tread on the toes of the Monroe 
doctrine enough to ask England and France to join us in issuing an 
ultimatum to the Carranza government. to get down and out and get 
out of the way of people that would be selected by a suitable com- 
mittee or body that would be put in charge of the business of Mexico 
in the various States and the Republic at large, and that due pro- 
vision be made for the payment of damages that have resulted from 
all this horrible work, and that when the things were in shape so 
that th, y could be turned back to the Mexicans, that they would be 
given the right of way in the matter. 

l have thought that on this account, that with the feeling already 
so bitter against Americans, if we attempt to do it ourselves it will 
make an unending source of bitterness with ths American people. 
whereas if these parties are jointly interested with us, quite as much 
or more than we are, were to join with us, they would not dare buck 
such a combination, 

Mr. Kearrun, They would not have the feeling then towards 
Americans ¢ 

Mr. E{ļery. H the French and English join with us in a matter of 
that sort, L do not think there would ever be a harsh word or thought 
toward anybody. They would feel that here are these three great 
nations through whom our only hope lies, that this thing is the best 
thing for us, and we are going to submit peaceably, whereas if any 
one undertakes to do it, we will again find that they are a cocky 
race, Gen. Huerta was heard to say one day with 80,000 men he 
could take Washington, 

Mr. Kearren. He believed it, too, did he not? 

Mr. Exmeey, TE think so. I think he was perfectly honest about it. 
A friend of mine sat at the adjoining table and heard him make that 
statement, You ean not conceive of the ignorance and of the lack 
of information that those people have. There is no means of passing 
information back and forth, They have no publie press outside of 
the cities. Thev used to take fresh fish to the old tien:las (stores) n 
Mexico City, a day's run from Vera Cruz. a 10-mile jaunt, and they 
vet their information about the same wav to-day, 

Mr Keareun. A great majority of the people are not able to read 
to-day even if they had papers, are thev’ 

Mri Extery. No. sir, ni T want to sav ene thing. Tn the lo 
year we have bad a $h00.000 of business with one firm and we had 
an evtended busthess relation, vou might sav, from the City of Mexico 
down m many diferent places. T do not know that it is any more 
wwwuhar than the United States. The various industries seem to be 
ca wu centes, Puebia is a great center for everything in the 
Line ef vearrbenwan, and thev make iust as rne china as vou ever 
saw ceme from Prance or from anv of those places. The various 
industries abe seactered around. We would bave our deaiugs 
wherever We word Trad we could buy Clin Chines tirst hand. 
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never yet have found an error in a Mexican invoice. They were 
accurate, they were correct. If you bought a bill of goods from those 
people you got what you bought. You did not have to go through 
and examine it and tally up and see whether weights and quality 
were right and whether vou were getting things vou paid for or not. 
They were good people to do business with. In other words, the 
people who are educated are better educated by far than the business 
men of this country. | 

Mr. KearFuL. What did you find to be the character of the igno- 
rant. Mexicans with reference to honesty and responsibility before the 
Madero revolution ? 

Mr. Emery. We were there for 10 years before the Madero revo- 
lution broke out. For a good part of that time we lived a mile from 
anvbody— that is, any of our forces. ` They were off down in the other 
part of the plantation, and we were up by ourselves in a frame build- 
ing screened with wire. We had no locks for the doors. We did 
not dream of ever locking anything. The doors were open day and 
night, and in 10 years there 1 lost a pocketknife and a pair of glasses. 
We could take a barefooted peon and give him a draft for 8°00 or 
$800 and send him to the railway, and he would trot out there, and 
we did not any more doubt his getting that money back than if 1 
sent 10 men down here to the bank with a like draft and asked them 
to bring the money to this office. 

Mr. Kearrut. You found them to be thoroughly trustworthy ¢ 

Mr. Emery. Yes, sir: when + went down there we were quite a 
distance from our source of supply financially. |t cost us $6 per 
$1,000 express rates to get currency down into that country. J 
began canvassing with the little traders around through the country 
there for 10 or 15 or 20 miles about us. There were a great many 
little tiendas (stores), all of them doing more or less business. 1t took 
me four years to say to those people, ‘“* You are paying $6 per $1,000 to 
send money out, and we are paying $6 per $1,000 to bring it back. 
Bring your money to us, and let us give you drafts on Mexico City.” 
The point is that after we got the confidence of those people we never 
had to bring a dollar in by express. As fast as they would get $100 
or $200 they would come right in to us and turn over the money and 
say, “I would like to have a check for $100 or $200 for so-and-so.” 
That was all there was to it. That relation existed up to the very 
last. It showed that once we secured the confidence of those peo- 
ple there was no further trouble. 

Mr. Kearrvut. Do vou think that the native character of the large 
majority of the people of Mexico is such that they are capable of 
being a great people and of having a good government ? 

Mr. Emery. With the right rulers | believe they would. They 
would be law abiding. 

Mr. Kearrur. Do you think that that condition has been impaired 
by recent revolutions ? : 

Mr. Emery. Yes, sir; it will take a long while to recover the equi- 


librium that they enjoved before, because they have been able to get 
so much for nothing during these years of trouble. | 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you believe if this Government had not inter- 
fered to eliminate Huerta and impose Villa and Carranza on Mexico, 
that the conditions would have remained as they were and improve- 


ment would have gone on? : 
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Mr. Emery. Yes, sir; 1 have not the least question of it. 1 have 
not any doubt of it whatever. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Do vou know whether or not it is true that in addi- 
tion to the sufferings of foreigners in Mexico, that the Mexican lower 
classes have suffered infinitely more on account of the revolutions! 

Mr. Exery. The Mexicans themselves ? 

Mr. KEARFUL. Yes. 

Mr. Emery. Oh, Lord, ves. The mortality there has been terrible. 
There is one thing to remember. If you have read vour Prescott. as 
doubtless vou have, you know that they used to sacrifice 25,000 
people a vear—-at least, they were said to, and we have every reason 
to beheve, whether there were that many or not, more or less were 
made away with. The blood is in their veins and in their minds. 
and you have to take that into account when vou come to consider 
any of these revolutionary problems. l 

Mr. Kearrvr. The point I was getting at was this: If the Ameri- 
can administration interfered in such wise as to. injure this great 
nation of people as vou have deseribed, is not this country under a 
duty to right that wrong ? l 

Mr. Emery. They certainly are. 

Mr. Kearrut. Irrespective of the rights of foreigners ? 

Mr. Emery. Yes, sir. | . 

Mr. Kearrer. Or of American citizens ? 

Mr. EMERY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrur. In other words, if this country imposed upon the 
Mexican people a predatory band from the north led by Villa and 
Carranza, it is the duty of this Government to take some action to 
correct that mistake ? 

Mr. Emery. Yes, sir: absolutely. 

Mr. Kearrct. Do vou think that as a matter of good poliey we 
ought to invite some of the other great nations to join us in that 
work ? 

Mr. Emery. [ think there would be a great deal less bloodshed and 
a great deal less loss of property and life if that were done. They 
would realize the fact that it was hopeless to resist. 

There has been a great deal said, and it has been said mainly by 
the Madero crowd, Can the cientificos’’- -I do not know whether 
that expression Was ever used as a mark of opprobrium, because | 
knew a great many of those people and they were the people that 
made Mexico. They were the people that put their currency on a 
50 per cent basis, and that built those railroads and that made it 
possible for Mexico to make the progress she did make, and vet there 
is searcely one of those people in that Republic to-dav. 

Mr. Kearrcer. Is there anything further that you desire to say 
that vou have not already covered: anything that you would like to 
state to the committee. Mr. Emery? ` 

Mr. Emery. Ido not know that there is anything further than this. 
that as an American and a man that is proud of his country I would 
like to see something done to restore respect for Amerieans and for 
the United States. So far as our peat down there is concerned we 
have practically kissed it good-bye, although we have a claim for 
$200,000. 

We have a bond issue of $200,000 and they have not all been dis- 
posed of, but a large percentage of them have, perhaps 75 per cent. 
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The trustee for our bonds filed a claim on the $200,000 for the loss 
of our first crop with the Mexican Government, through the Brazilian 
minister, who was then acting for us down there, and also here in 
Washington. We feel that the action of this Government has dam- 
aged us personally, not only in the loss of our property that stands 
us over a million dollars, but that we could have made very easily a 
million dollars since the time we were dispossessed down there owing 
to this action. We had not the remotest question in our minds that 
this Government will have to stand the shock on a lot of this stuff. 

When it comes to establishing the exact blame for the situation 
down there I think it will be found by right-thinking people and by 
the Supreme Court of the United States that the cae States is 
back the trouble and the loss that has been sustained by people 
who were down there honestly trying to make a living. 

In the early days of our being down there, personally Gen. Diaz has 
told everybody that ever called on him, and our people always called 
on him whenever they were passing through, that anvthing in the 
world he could do to help us he wanted to do, and if there was any- 
thing ever arose that demanded attention from the Government just 
Jet him know and he would see that the business was seen to. He 
had every reason to be satisfied with our being there. He was glad 
we were there. 

Mr. Krearrunt. You spoke of the possibility of your making a 
million dollars profits if you had been allowed to proceed ¢ 

Mr. Emery. Yes, sir. | 

Mr. KearruL. Would that profit have been a detriment to any- 
- body? Would you have been taking any money away from anybody? 

Mr. Emery. On the contrary, we would have been clothing and 
feeding thousands of people, literally thousands who have suffered 
since. 

Mr. KearruL. You would have been taking nothing out of the 
country ¢ 

Mr. Emery. Nothing. 

Mr. Kearrun. On the contrary, you would have been doing good 
there? 

Mr. Emery. We had 1,200 investors in our company, many of them 
people who could ill afford the loss of that prey down there. We 
would have been able to do the right thing by those people. We were 
just getting to the position where we could go right ahead. 

Mr. Kearrut. For every dollar of profit that you made the 
country itself would have been correspondingly benefited ? 

Mr. Emery. Yes, sir. We had a little family trouble down there 
that I might relate. A family row in our certificate company resulted. 
in an investigation of the affairs of the Vista Hermosa Sugar & Mer- 
cantile Co. in Mexico through chartered accountants, who spent five 
weeks in investigating the books and records of the company. The 
closing sentence of their report to the parties who had sent them 
there was that they discovered nothing reflecting on the honesty of 
the administration of the affairs of that company, but on the con- 
trary they had observed every effort made to be economical and 
careful in the management of the property. l l 

Mr. KearruL. Did your company ever have any difficulty with the 
Mexican authorities ? 
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Mr. Emery. No sir. I have heard a great deal of the disposition 
of Mexicans to graft, to cinch people. I recollect we had a cuadrilla 
that came in there through the contratista, the first and only deal 
that we ever had with him. He went off and fixed up a lot of people, — 
some 200, without making any contracts with them. He gave them 
a verbal talk to the effect that we were going to have them come up 
there and work as long as they wanted to and when they got through 
they could quit. That did not suit us at all. We could not depend on 
that sort of labor. When he turned these people over to us he said 
he had left the contracts on the train and would go back and get them. 
He went back to see if he could recover his little file of papers, but 
he never showed up again. He had our money and we had the people. 

' We undertook to reason with them and to have them see that they 
could not do business in that way. Finally they became rather 
obstreperous and were determined to quit. The clerk of the jefe 
politico up in the district in which we belonged happened to come 
through one Sunday afternoon and we explained the situation to him. 
He was then making his way to Vera Cruz but he stopped and went 
down to where these people were and spent the entire afternoon with 
them, reasoning with them and talking with them, and urging them 
to stav and fulfill the contract; that while they no doubt had been 
abused in the matter, that we had been abused also, and if they would 
go ahead and work their contract as we expected and had been 
promised, everything would be all right. 

He came back after spending two or three hours with those people 
and had them pacified and good natured. I said, ‘‘ What do we owe 
you?” “Oh, nothing at all, Senor; nothing.” “Oh,” I said, “That 
is not fair. You are down here on your own business and you have 
done us a very great service and I would be glad to pay you for it.” 
But I could not get that man to take a cent for his trouble. Finally 
I said, “I want you to buy your wife a little present,” and I put a 
$10 bill in his pocket. 

That is the kind of graft we suffered from. A similar case in this 
country with a man of like authority, taking his life in his hands to 
go among people like that and persuade them to do something they 
did not want to do, would probably have cost us anywhere from $50 
to $100 to fix the matter up with him. 

Mr. Kearrut. That was in the time of Porfirio Diaz? 

Mr. EMERY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrut. You are not familiar with conditions in regard to 
graft since the Carranzistas came into power ? 

Mr. Ewery. Only as I get correspondence from the people down 
-there who are looking after our business. They deplore the situation. 
I noted in Miss Wetherell’s report that in one letter the statement was 
made that if President Wilson had not interfered with Huerta, every- 
thing would have been all right. That is the opinion of people down 
there who really desire the good of Mexico. 

Mr. KEARFUL. l believe that is all I care to ask, Mr. Emery. Is 
there anything further you desire to say? 

Mr. emery. I do not think of anything further: no. 

Mr. Kearrut. ‘Thank you very much, then: you are excused. 

(Witness excused.) l 


v 
mat — 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 10, 1920. 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ForREIGN RELATIONS, 
Washington, D. C. 
Testimony taken at Washington, D. C., April 10, 1920, by Francis 
J. Kearful, Esq., in pursuance of an order of the subcommittee of the 
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate. 


TESTIMONY OF LEROY H. AULT. 


(The witness was sworn by Mr. Kearful.) 

Mr. KrearruL. What is your full name? 

Mr. Avrr. LeRoy H. Ault. 

Mr. Kearrun. Where do you live? 

Mr. Autr. No. 1408 Oregon Avenue, Steubenville, Ohio. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Are you a native-born American citizen ¢ 

Mr. Avr. I am. 

Mr. Krarrur. From what State? 

Mr. Autr. The State of Ohio. 

Mr. Kearrtu.. How long were you in Mexico? 

Mr. Aur. From 1906 until 1914, with the exception of the vear 
1913, when I was detained at home on account of sickness in the 
family. : 

Mr. Kearrut. What was your business in Mexico? 

Mr. Aut. First as a bookkeeper on a plantation of which I was 
subsequently the manager. 

Mr. KearFrut. What plantation ? 

Mr. AuLT. La Esmeralda, located on the Tesechoacan River, above 
Perez Station, on the Vera Cruz & Isthmus Railroad. 

Mr. KrarruL. In what State? 

Mr. Aut. In the State of Vera Cruz. 

Mr. KearruL. What was the extent of this plantation and what 
was the purpose of it? 

Mr. Avrr. The property consisted of 3,614 acres and was originally 
purchased by an American company for the purpose of developing 
a rubber property. 

Mr. Kearrci. What improvements were placed on it? 

Mr. Autt. The original company, comprised of Ohio people as 
stockholders largely, started into rubber raising, but realizing that 
it would be a number of years before they could receive a return 
upon which they might pay dividends, decided on the raising of short 
crops and the erection of a sugar and aguardiente mill. ‘This com- 
pany erected a sugar and aguardiente plant which cost about $44,000 
American gold, erected a large dwelling house, store and office build- 
ings, and various other buildings, but after a eee of some three 
years became financially embarrassed and was forced into the hands 
of a receiver. a 
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She proposition was taken over by the stockholders in 1906, at 
which time further developments were resumed. This company, 
being limited in capital, were closed out by the maturity of the pre- 
ferred stock about 1910 and a new company was organized under 
the laws of Arizona and funds were furnished to continue the de- 
velopment. 

Mr. Kerarrun., Approximately what amount of money was in- 
vested in this plantation ? e 

Mr. Avit. The original company claimed to have expended about 
$185,000 American money; the second company some $10,000 or 
$15,000; and the company which now owns the property expended 
in the neighborhood of $20,000 American money. 

Mr. Kearrurn. What sort of labor was employed ? 

Mr. Aut. Mexican labor exclusively. 

Mr. Kearrci. Ilow many employees were there? 

Mr. Auvet. In the dull or rainy season the number on the pay 
roll would generally be reduced to 15 to 25, and in the busy season, 
from December until May or June, would run from 100 to 150 or 180. 

Mr. Kearru.. I judge from your statement that the operations 
of the plantation were never profitable ? 

Mr. Autr. Oh, yes; there were. 

Mr. Kearrur, At what point did they become profitable ? 

Mr. AvLT. To the extent that after 1911 we were not only self- 
supporting—that is, we were able to carry our own overhead—but we 
were able to further our development work. When I first reached 
the property m 1906 the cleared area would not exceed 175 acres. 
When I left in 1914 we had approximately 1,100 acres cleared, 1,400 
acres fenced on the boundary, with the necessary field fences be- 
tween, had increased our main acreage by some 75 acres and re- 

lanted all of the original 105 acres. 

We had an official survey made of our property, repaired all our 
own buildings, added additional buildings both of yellow pine an 
native lumbers, built concrete buildings and bridges, and increased 
our holdings of cattle from about 20 head to 150, of course taking care 
= of repairs and improvements to our mill, with the addition of ma- 

chinery and the natural increment that would be attendant upon such 
development work. 

We also planted fruit trees, citrus trees, cedars, and were begin- 
ning a large planting of cacao or cocoa, 

Mre Kearrur. Was the plantation in 1914 fully equipped for 
thorough operation ? 

Mr. AULT. Yes. 

Mr. Kearrun. What was the prospect for profits at that time? 

Mr. AULT. By reason of the fact that we had some 500 acres of 
pasture upon which we could place the cattle, had the conditions 
warranted the expenditure, we would have been in a position to 
have paid a very considerable dividend within the next year or two. 

Mr. Kearrun. Did you have any trouble at all during the time of 
Portirio Diaz? 

Mr. AULT. Never. 

Mr. KearruL. Did you have every protection and feel entirely 
secure ¢ j , 

Mr. AULT. Yes, sir. , 

Mr. KearruL. How was it during the time of Madero? 
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Mr. AuLT. It was somewhat turbulent. We were visited by 
bandit. groups on at least three occasions. At one of those times 60 
alleged Maderistas dropped in upon us and spent three days as our 
guests, appropriated or enlisted a number of our contract laborers 
to their ranks, and requested donations of cash and merchandise 
and clothing and food to equip thcir men, but caused no other 
damage. The damage in that case amounted, as we subsequently 
figured, to close to 1,000 pesos. : 

Mr. Kearrur. That was during the Madero revolution 3 

Mr. Avr. That was in the month of March or April of 1911. 

Mr. Kearruv. Before the accession of Madero to the presidency ? 

Mr. AULT. As a matter of fact, the Mexico City papers that were 
received on the evening of the second day after we had these dis- 
tinguished visitors stated that Madero had signed an armistice and 
that all fighting would cease, but nevertheless this same group of 
bandits proceeded up the river and captured a couple of little towns 
up there almost without the exchange of a shot. They proceeded to 
oe themselves of such movable property in mercantile estab- 
ishments as appealed to their desires. From there they proceeded 
to Cosamoloapam, the head of that canton, where they entered, as I 
recall, in the latter days of June of that vear. 

Mr. KearruL. Did you receive protection during the presidency of 
De la Barra prior to the accession of Madero ? 

Mr. Avir. I could not say we received the protection, but we did 
not have any molestations during that period, as 1 believe it was 
rather short. | 

Mr. Kearrun. What was the condition of affairs after Madero 
became president. until he fell, in February, 1913? 

Mr. AULT. In the latter part of April, 1912, I was obliged to make 
two trips to Vera Cruz, the first extending over a period of 10 days 
and the second 16 days, in order to be absent from the property at 
the time of the expected and subsequently consummated visits of 
rebel groups that came from Oaxaca Mountains. They appropriated 
some animals and men, but did not do our property any damage. 

Mr. Kearrur. What was the condition under ITuerta from Feb- 
ruary, 1913, to July, 1914? 

Mr. Avir. During the year 1913 I was not in Mexico, but after 
my return there the latter part of January, 1914, and until we were 
instructed by the American consul in April to leave, we had no visits 
from any disturbing elements. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did you reecive any notices from the American 
State Department, through the consul, in 1913, to get out of the 
country ? 

Mr. Autt. I presume that we did. I know that there were ocea- 
sions when certain manifestoes went out that all Americans that con- 
sidered that they were not in protected places or were in any imme- 
diate danger, should leave Mexico forthwith. As we did not con- 
sider that we were in a really turbulent region of the country, there 
was no occasion for us abandoning our properties and allowing 
everything to go to pot. l 

Mr. KearruL. What happened when you were notified to get out 
in 1914? 


Mr. AULT. Do you want the conditions attendant or how we came 
to be advised ? 
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Mr. KEARFUL. Just tell the story in your own way. 

Mr. AULT. On Saturday evening, the 18th of April, 1914, I believe, 
a neighbor from an American plantation farther up the river came in 
with another American and informed me of a cable that he had re- 
ceived from San Francisco that day, in which he was instructed to 
“ship cattle at once,” which was a code that was prearranged with 
the people in the States, meaning to leave the country at once or 
“brat it.” 

We had noticed in the Mexican Herald of some two or three days 
previous, that the Ward Line steamer Esperanza had canceled her 
sailing of that week and had discharged all freight. So the following 
morning early 1 wrote a letter to the American consul, Canada, at 

y y . . . a . 

Vera Cruz, and sent it in for the morning train, so it would reach 
Vera Cruz that evening; that is, the evening of the 19th. 

Mr. Karrer. Let that letter go in the record. 

Mr. Acer. I will read it: 

Las ESMERALDA, VERA CRUZ. 

a : April 19, 1914. 
WoW. Canapa, Esq.. 

American Consul, Vera Cruz, Vera Cruz. 

My Drar Str: Mr. Charles McKim came in last night and advised that he had 
gotten awire from his people in San Francisco to “ship the cattle atonce,’’ which was 
to mean “beat it.” We saw in the Herald that the Esperanza sailing was canceled, 
and can not help but think there is something on foot, sv am writing you to ask what 
you know about things. 

i might remind you that your clerk arranged a code with me in case we should go, 
and we wil] gladly reimburse you for any expenses incurred in wiring us, only don’t 
fail. Everything is quiet about here and we feel that there was some improvement 
of conditions. but these circumstances are disquicting, so please let me hear trum you 
by return mail or wire if you consider it necessary. 

Very sincerely, yours, " 
Leroy H. AULT. 

Mr. Kearrur, What answer did you receive from that letter? | 

Mr. AULT. On April 21, 1914, about 1 p. m., I received from a mes- 
senger of our own, that we had making morning and afternoon trips 
to the railroad station some 13 miles distant, a telegram as follows: 


VERA Cruz, April 20. 
To Leroy H. Acct, 
Las Esmeralda. 
Slip your cattle with McKim. 
we CANADA. 
(Received in Cordoba at 7.45 a. m.) 


Mr. Kearrcet. What did you understand to be the significance of 
that telegram / 

Mr. Avir. That we should immediately take steps to reach Vera 
Cruz, that we might secure protection. ` 

Mr. Kearrut. What did you then do? 

Mr, Aver. I immediately sent messengers to advise all my Ameri- 
can neighbors of its contents and advising them that I considered it 
advisable to take the morning train for Vera Cruz on the following day. 

Mr. KearrtL. Please proceed and relate your experiences following 
that. ; 

Mr. wir, On the following morning five of us left our property 
on horseback, with a very limited amount of handgrips and pro- 
ceeded to Perez Station to await the arrival of the train. There we 
were informed by the station agent, who was also the telegraph 
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operator, that the Amcricans going north on the train the day before 
had been taken from the train at Tierra Blanca and thrown into jail, 
and it was reported that they had been ordered executed. We felt 
that we did not care to get on the train and ride into a proposition 
of that kind, and decided then that we would await such develop- 
ments as the station agent, who was a good friend of ours and was 
of a great deal of assistance, as was subsequently proved, might 
inform us of the possibilities of taking the afternoon train in an 
endeavor to reach Pucrto Mexico. 

Mr. Krarrut. That is a port south of Vera Cruz on another 
railroad ? 

Mr. Autt. On the Pan-American Railroad at its Gulf terminal. 
After the suggestion of the station agent, who informed us that a 
troop train was approaching, we rode back into the woods about a 
mile from the depot and stayed there until after the troop train had 
pulled up, taken water, and departed. . 

When the passenger train was due we also went back to the woods, 
as we had given up any idea of taking passage on it. After that we 
returned to the station and learned from the agent that the emplovees 
of a large sugar plantation on the river south had taken an engine 
and some cars and had set out on their own accord presumably 
to go to Santa Lucrecia and transfer to the Tehuantepec National 
and go to Puerto Mexico. 

At about 11 o’clock we were informed by the operator that the 
telegraph line south had been cut and the dispatcher had been unable 
to get any advice of the whereabouts or probable whereabouts of this 
train of refugees from that sugar property. We then decided, as com- 
munications were cut south, there was nothing for us to do except to 
follow out the understanding that we had had for some two years 
previously with the American consul at Vera Cruz, that in the event 
of rail communication being cut, we would proceed down the river 
from that point to the coast at Alvarado, where we would await 
rescue from Vera Cruz which he might be able to instigate. 

While we were discussing whether or not to follow that advice 
or go to the Oaxaca Mountains and secrete ourselves until we could 
determine whether or not this was the first step of American interven- 
tion in Mexico, dinner was ready at the hotel and we went in. As we 
were finishing the meal, one of my employees who was accompanying 
us came in and informed me that a former station agent at that place 
was attempting to enlist a number of the natives of the village to rob 
us and disarm us before we got out of town. I immediately gave 
orders that the horses be saddled and made hasty arrangements 
to proceed down the river to the municipal seat of that municipality 
of Tesechoacan, where we understood that we might secure a boat 
with a couple of native oarsmen to conduct us down the river to the 
coast. 

I had taken the precaution to secure a number of letters of reference 
to merchants in Tlacotalpam, a town of considerable size, about 8 
miles from the mouth of the river. I found that my finances were in 
such condition that it was necessary for me to effect a loan of 500 

esos to guarantee me sufficient funds to reach Vera Cruz. Similar 

ancial assistance was secured by two other members of the party. 

Mr. KearruL. They secured this assistance from Mexicans? 
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Mr. Avir. From Spanish merchants who operated mercantile 
business there. As soon as all arrangements were completed we left 
town very hurriedly, reaching Tesechoacan before 4 o'clock, where, 
through the good offices of a partner in the firm from whom we had 
received financial assistance at the railroad station, a boat and two 
Mexicans were secured for our passage down the river. Our horses 
were returned with our emplovees to our respective plantations. 

Mr. KearFrut. Mexican emplovees ? 

Mr. AuLT. Yes, sir; we proceeded down the river, traveling all that 
night and the next day and toward evening approached the town of 
Tlacotalpam. Not knowing what developments or what action on 
the part of the American troops or American Government might have 
been carried on since we left the railroad the dav previously, we 
deemed it advisable to write a note to one of the mercantile firms at 
Tlacotalpam to whom I had a letter of reference, stating that we were 
merely peaceful American planters who were attempting to reach 
safety at Vera Cruz, asking this firm that they advise us by the 
bearer, who was one of our boatmen, if it was safe for us to go to their 
town and if there was any possibility or probability of our being able 
to arrange for a fishing smack to conduct us to Vera Cruz. 

After a wait of some two hours the messenger returned with a type- 
written letter on plain paper, unsigned, stating that they would be 
very pleased to mect us and be of any assistance possible. They 
told the messenger by word of mouth that there was considerable 
fecling in the town by reason of the American occupation of Vera 
Cruz, and that no other armed action had been taken by the Ameri- 
can Government, but advised us to call upon an American who lived 
a short distance below where we had tied up our boat to the bank 
awaiting the return of our messenger. 

Two of us immediately proceeded to this American house, stated 
who we were and whence we came, and were very royally received 
by him and his f amily. Ie of course expressed his opinion as to the 
American interference in Vera Cruz, but stated that he felt there 
would be no personal danger attending our going to Tlacotalpam. 
As we had been subsisting during our trip on dry bread and chocolate, 
he insisted that we come in and partake of such food as they were 
able to furnish. 

About 9 o'clock that night we left his place in our boat, armed with 
a letter from him to the hotel keeper in Tlacotalpam, ordering him 
to take us in and sce that we were well taken care of. 

We went to this town, two of the members of our party went to 
the hotel, where they were at first refused admission, being told that 
they had no room. They then showed the letter from this American, 
and he said that he would take care of us then. They returned to 
the boat, and we unloaded our few belongings, told our boatman that 
we had learned that it was a matter of life and death with them that 
if they were found in the vicinity and it was learned that they bad 
assisted any Americans to escape it would mean serious trouble for 
them, and urged them to make all haste to get as far back up the 
river before daylight as their strength might allow. We proceeded 
to the hotel and were taken in, cautioned to be very quiet, assigned 
to rooms, and very soon were peacefully sleeping. l 

The next morning, as My room mate and Í went out in the patio 
of the hotel. the hotel keeper asked if we had heard an y disturbance 
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during the night, to which we replied negatively, whereupon he 
stated that our entrance into the town had been noted, and that the 
story had gone out that a number of American soldiers, heavily 
armed, with large baskets of money, were stopping in the hotel. 
small mob was formed and went to the hotel and demanded admit- 
tance. The hotel keeper refused, and they were on the point of 
making threats to break open the door and take us out and deal 
summarily with us, when the small police force of two or three men 
arrived, and were able to prevail upon them to wait until morning, 
until the mayor might investigate the matter. He said the mayor 
had sent up at daybreak that morning to inquire who we were and 
what he knew of us, and that he had sent word back inviting the 
mayor to come up and conduct an investigation for himself. 

As we were finishing breakfast the mayor came in, and was intro- 
duced to us, and we made known to him who we were and what we 
were endeavoring to accomplish. It developed in this interview 
that he was a brother of a very particular Mexican friend of mine in 
Vera Cruz, one of whose boys was at that time in my employ, and 
another one had been previously for a number of years. As we 
concluded the meal we took him to our room and showed him through 
our baggage, and convinced him from letters that our statements 
were true, showing him at the same time a number of letters that I 
had received from his brother at Vera Cruz, which seemed to satisfy 
him as to our good intentions. 

He stated to us that as the Mexican gun boat Progreso upon its 
return to Vera Cruz from a trip down the coast after the American 
invasion had been refused oa at Vera Cruz, they had come 
down the coast, and anchored at the mouth of the Papaloapam River, 
and the commander had issued orders that no boats carrying passen- 
gers or foodstuffs would be permitted to go to sea bound for Vera 
Cruz; therefore, that until that order could be lifted it would be 
impossible for us to go out by water. 

Ve then asked him if he knew of any reason why we might not stay 
at the hotel until such arrangement could be pertected, and he said 
he did not, but that he would have to order us, in view of the feeling 
of the populace toward all Americans, not to go out on the street or 
be seen in front. of the hotel, and that in order to enable him to assure 
the people of the town that we were not American soldiers heavily 
armed, as it had been reported, that we turn over to him our pistols 
and ammunition for safe-keeping, so that he might tell them all that 
we were defenseless, promising that when arrangements were made 
for our leaving there that our pistols and ammunition would be 
returned to us. 

While he was still with us, chatting very sociably, the American 
at whose place we had stopped the night before came in and asked 
me for a letter of reference to another business man in town, that he 
might go and see this wealthy merchant, who was very influential, 
and a large property owner in town, and who he felt sure would be 
able to make the arrangements tor us to get to Vera Cruz without any 
delay. He returned shortly with this gentleman and while we were 
discussing the possibilities of making arrangements for our leaving, 
tho mayor excused himself—that is, the Alealde—saying that it was 
time to hold court. 
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We were chatting very congenially with the Mexican and American 
gentlemen when of a sudden the mayor reappeared, somewhat pale 
very much excited, and asked, “What are you going to do?” Í 
replied, ‘We are going to stay right heroe.” Te said, “Oh, my God, 
you can not do that.” IT asked him why and he said he had been 
waited on by a delegation of citizens when he returned to his office 
and had been informed that it had always been a peacoful community 
and no foreigners had ever been mistreated there, but that things had 
come to such a pass and the populace was so incited that they were 
certain that it would be almost suicide for us to consider remaining 
thera and that we would have to take steps to leave immediately. 

I stated to him that we had sent our boats back by the river the 
night before and had no means of exit other than by foot. Not know- 
ing the country and it being quite densely populated for a rural dis- 
trict, we felt that nothing more could happen to us in the town than 
would on the road, and therefore we felt it wasup to him to afford 
us some protection. I suggested to him that he might put us in jail 
for safe-kceping, to which he promptly replied that he could not do 
that because they might tear the jail down. 

He then requested the Mexican gentleman present to offer a solu- 
tion for the situation. The gentleman replied that he would attempt 
to secure a boat and a couple of oarsmen to take us back up the river 
as fur as we might want to go and, if we deemed necessary, to return us 
to the railroad station from which we had set out three days before. 

We suggested to the mayor that it would be necessary, in view of 
the feeling of the populace to afford us a safe conduct to. the river 
where we might embark in the boat—in other words, to sce us safely 
off. He became very much annoyed and stated that that was his 
busy day and that he would like to help us, but he was so situated 
that he could not devote the time to it, but said ‘This gentleman 
here has been a life-long resident and is the most respected man m 
the town, and no better conduct could be afforded you than to have 
him accompany you personally.” The gentleman agreed that after 
making arrangements for the boat he would return to the hotel and 
conduct us to the river, but that we might remain until after the 
noon day meal. 

Both the mayor and the Mexican gentleman referred to left at 
once, and within a very short. period the actual lessee, whose brother 
had been in charge of the hotel during his absence to Vera Cruz where 
he had gone to bring back a daughter that was in school there, came 
in and manifested consternation to find that he had five Americans 
in his hotel. He immediately informed us that we would have to 
leave at once. 

We stated that arrangements were being made to secure a boat 
and that the gentleman would return to take us out to the boat after 
lunch. He stated that we could not wait that long, that we wo 
have to leave at once. We told him that he need not have any fear 
on that score, that we were not going to do him any harm. He 
said he did not fear from us but from the people of the town, statin 
that the building was merely leased or rented by him, and that shoul 
the property be damaged in any way it might take him the remainder 
of his hfe to earn enough to reimburse the owner, and that he felt 
in view of the situation that we would excuse his urgency in the 


matter. 
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We asked him for time to get some of our effects together to make 
an endeavor to secure our arms. He said that our arms were still 
in the building and that he would certainly guarantee that they 
would be turned over to us as soon as We were ready to leave town, 
adding that he would personally conduct us to the river and there 
await the arrival of the boat to take us out. 

As soon as he could make the necessary arrangements, we were 
conducted out the back door into the alley, through the back streets 
and avenues, headed for a point at the very outside of the village. 
A crowd of men and the usual complement of dogs soon formed and 
followed in our wake, hooting and jeeringatus. Jlowever, we reached 
the river front without mishap, and there we were enclosed in a salt 
warehouse to await the eee al of the promised transportation. 

Within a few minutes the gentleman who had gone out in search 
of a boat and oarsmen came in very much out of breath, pulled off 
his hat, mopped his brow and exclaimed, ‘Thank God you are here.” 
He said, ‘‘I heard you had been taken out of the hotel, but I did not 
know whether by friends or foes.” He stated that he had been able 
to secure but one man, but he felt we would be safe there and that 
the people who were outside, that he talked to before he came in, 
would not harm us, and that he would make another attempt to 
secure another man. The one he had arranged for accompanied 
him into the building, but within a few minutes after the departure 
of this gentleman in search of a companion for the one who was there, 
this latter man stepped outside for a few moments, after which he 
returned and informed us that his neighbors outside had informed 
him that if he took a hand in assisting us to leave the town, that they 
would make things very uncomfortable for him upon his return, 
and therefore that he found himself obliged to withdraw from the 
undertaking. 

About a half hour afterwards the Mexican gentleman returned 
with the unwelcome news that he had not been able to secure another 
boatman or launch either, and that he did not know what we could 
do. <As all of us had had some experience in handling boats, we 
stated to him that if he would furnish us a boat and one large paddle 
and enough small paddles for the other four to operate, that we would 
undertake to effect our own escape. He said we might take any of 
the boats in front of the building, as he was the owner of the building 
and the boats as well, and take them and make such use of them as 
necessary, and when we were through with them to turn them loose 
and sometime they would come back to him, 

The necessary oar was secured and pieces of board and clothes 
props, and we made ready to leave. <All this time the crowd had 
remained outside, hooting and jeering and making threats, and we 
felt that there were possiblities of some untimely action on their 
part, but our guns had then been turned over to us and we arranged 
our party so that each knew his place in the boat, and at a given 
signal we all made a rush, got in, and started out. It is needless to 
say that we put every ounce of energy behind those paddles. A 
number of stones and other missiles were thrown at us and jeers and 
promt that we would be followed up came floating to us, but no 

arm developed. s 

We crossed the river, undecided where to go, the river at that 
point being very wide and having the tide backing up in it and mak- 
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ing the water brackish and unfit to drink, but we finally decided to 
return to this American's place and make a request for fresh water 
and such food as they might have at hand to carrv us through that 
afternoon and night. The wife came to the boat landing and we 
told her our tale in a very few words, but she said that she would 
not furnish us with any food until she had talked the matter over 
with her husband and she felt that there was no occasion for us to 
go back up the river; that we would be perfectly safe to stav there 
with them, reminding us, as we bad been informed the day before, 
that she was a native-born Mexican, speaking excellent English, hav- 
ing been educated at a Methodist mission in Puebla and being one of 
the aristocratie families of the city of Puchla, and that sbe felt that 
we would be perfectly safe there. 

She went and ealled her husband from the field and he came down 
and she outlined the situation. He reached in the boat and took 
the chain out and said, ‘Men, vou are going to settle right here.” 
We said, “No; we do not want to imperil the safety and possibly the 
lives of vou and your wife and two voune children, and aged mother 
who is visiting here,” but he said he had no fear of any such conse- 
quences; that he had hved there for 14 vears and was very eminently 
respected and could assure us that we would be in perfect safety 
and arrangements could be perfected whereby we could be fairly 
well taken care of until such time as arrangements might be made to 
get us transported by water to Vera Cruz. This being the course of 
least resistance, was very readily accepted. 

That evening about dark a Mexican came in, stating that he was 
a fisherman, the owner of a fishing smack, and that he had been 
called in by this Mexican gentleman who had assisted us to leave 
town that morning and was told that we would probably be at tlus 
American's place, and that conditions had developed in the town 
during the day that made him feel that it would not be safe for us 
to stay in that community, and that if he was willing to accept a 
risky undertaking, that he felt that arrangements could be made 
with us whereby we would be willing to pay him quite liberally to 
undertake to smuggle us down the river and out past the Mexican 
gunboat in the mouth of the river that night, it being the dark of 
the moon, and put us on board an American gunboat that was re- 
ported to be lying off the bar, but in the event that it might have 
departed prior to ow arrival, that he would undertake to take us 
up the coast to Vera Cruz; that he had three brothers and a nephew 
who were willing to undertake the trip if it was made worth their 
while. 

Ife stated that this Mexican gentleman had informed him that the 
populace had made its demands on the authorities of the town that 
day for arms and ammunition to set out to hunt us. and the authori- 
ties had agreed that at midnight they would furnish them with a 
certain amount of arms, thinking by the delay to give us time to get 
sufficiently far away that they would not be able to overtake us. 

The story sounded very nice. We, of course, commenced to be 
fearful of what might transpire. We asked this fisherman what his 
price was., He said 2,000 pesos. We discussed the matter amongst 
ourselves in English and decided that it was better, if there was 3 
chance of getting out that way. to pay these men their price and take 
the chance of getting into Vera Cruz and not await reseue from the 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 2239 


American Government through what we then supposed the good 
offices of the consular service, than to take a risk of what might hap- 
pen to us were we to remain in that locality. So we agreed. 

After arrangements were all made and the hour set for his arrival, 
he asked if we were armed. We grew suspicious and asked him’ 
why. We said that we were and asked why. He said, “I merely 
asked that because we have no arms whatever. As vou know, the 
Government has taken all arms from individuals, and just against 
the possibility that somehody might attempt from the river bank to 
stop our exit.” We told him he need not fear from that score, that 
we felt able to protect the party. 

The Mexican at whose house we were staving, being better ac- 
quainted with the Mexican fishermen than we from the interior, fol- 
lowed the man out into the yard and stated to him that he was not 
acquainted with him, that he did not know whether he had brought 
the correct information or not or whether his intentions were good, 
and stated to him that he wanted to make a remark to him to the 
effect that he knew the American spirit and temperament well 
enough that if he was going into this expedition with good intentions, 
he knew every promise of ours would be faithfully carried out; but, 
on the other hand if he was attempting to frame us an ambuscade 
that he would not see the sun come up the following morning, it 
having been previously agreed amongst ourselves that there being 
five boatmen and five of us, that the first man that entered the boat 
would be a Mexican, followed by an American with drawn gun, and 
so on down the line, and that would keep each one of those men cov- 
ered until we reached his place of safety, so that in the event they 
undertook any uprising, they would be dead before they knew it, or 
at least hors de combat. He assured the American that his inten- 
tions were of the best, as the sum of money which was promised to 
them was a fortune, and they were willing to take the risk. So he 
told them well and good. : 

Not being satisfied with this he sent one of his own employees, a 
trusted man down to the town to make inquiries of this Mexican gen- 
tleman if such a fecling was existent among the people and if a 
demand had been made on the authorities and if any promise had 
been made by the authorities. In due time his man returned with 
the verbal information that while there was considerable feeling and 
talk, that the gentleman did not know of any demand having been 
made on the authorities of or any promise of arms or offer of arms 
having been made by the authorities, but suggested that we. sleep in 
the woods. We then decided that some of us would have to get sick 
in order to furnish a plausible alibi in the event that this fisherman 
showed up at the hour recommended. But he did not arrive, so we 
went to the woods and spent the mght. The next morning we were 
joined at this place by four other Americans from a point farther 
up the river than any of us, to whom the word of the occupation of 
Vera Cruz had not come as soon as it had to us, but having met our 
boatmen returning up the river, they were advised by them to stop 
at this American’s place and that they could probably be informed 
of our whereabouts. This increased the number of our party to nine. 

We felt that we should not stay and impose on the good offices of 
this American and his family, who insisted that we would be just 
as safe, and if we could put up with the food they could supply us 
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there and with the sleeping arrangements, as we probably would 
not want a building to sleep in, that we had better stay there. We 
stayed there for several days, hoping against hope as afterwards 
developed when we saw naval uate of the British fleet, one 
launch carrying the Swiss flag, we took it to be, passing up the river to 
points on the next river north of ours, the two rivers meeting above 
the town of Cosamoloapam, going into the State of Oaxaca, in the 
neighborhood of Tuxtepec, in care of a squad of certain foreigners, 
as we presumed, that remained in that territory, but none called for 
us. We made a standing offer of 50 pesos to any one who would 
carry a letter to the Vera Cruz Railroad, communication over the 
Alvarado Railroad having been cut off at the Mexican ‘outpost, but 
no one would carry a letter to the American consul in Vera Cruz or 
to any reputable business house and bring back a signed receipt 
stating that the letter had been received, so that thereby our where- 
abouts might be learned. We had no takers. 

We tried to figure out some way that we might get into Vera Cruz. 
We learned by reason of the salt marshes going back from the coast 
that it would be impossible for us to undertake to go overland from 
there and the only way would be to go clear back almost to the 
railroad. But by sleeping in the woods and sleeping around in the 
boat on the river at night when traffic along the road was frequent, 
we passed 11 days and nights before arrangements were finally 
made by the manager of a large American sugar plantation farther 
up the river, through a Mexican major of rurales in charge of a 
detachment located on his property, to smuggle us out to Vera 
Cruz in a small fishing boat as employees of his company. In that 
manner we reached Vera Cruz on the 6th of May. 

Mr. Kearrcurt. What became of vour plantation when you left it? 

Mr. AvuLT. I had no communication or any word from our planta- 
tion for some three weeks afterwards, although I mailed letters and 
sent letters back part way by messengers to be mailed at interior 

oints, but did not learn until some two months afterwards of the 
ie »penings on the property subsequent to my leaving. 

Mfr. Kearrunt. When you got to Vera Cruz did you go on to the 
States’? , 

Mr. Autt. No, sir. We found that all Americans were being 
deported as fast as boats could be secured, but as our property was 
still in operation I felt that I did not want to be taken so far away 
where I would be out of touch with it, and found that it would be 

ossible, could I secure employment with the Government, to remain 
in Vera Cruz. Waving had some postal experience in the States, I 
was moved to apply to the postal agent at the Vera Cruz post office 
for employment, which I secured. 

Mr. Kearrei. How long did you remain in Vera Cruz? 

Mr. Avit. Until the 25d day of November when the American 
troops were withdrawn, returning to the States on a transport with 
' marines to Philadelphia. 

Mr. Kearru.. Were you able to get back to the plantation? 

Mr. AvLT. I was, in October. 

Mr. Kearrut. In what condition did you find it then? 

Mr. AULT. Very desolate. A number of our cattle had been 
stolen, all the merchandise in the store had been appropriated, and 
clothing, furniture and household effects had to a great extent, 1n 
pact entirely, been removed with the exception of some pieces of 
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furniture. Beds had been taken, oxen, carts, farming utensils and 
things of that kind were all gone. 

Mr. KearFut. Were you able to operate your property after that ? 

Mr. Aut. No, sir. 

Mr. Kearrou. For what reason? 

Mr. Autt. By reason of not feeling that it was safe to be there 
and for the reason, as we learned there, that the Mexican civil authori- 
ties had intervened after the military authorities had first intervened, 
and assumed full charge of the property, and it was during their stay 
and their holding the possession that this property was destroyed or 
carried away. 

Mr. Kearrun. Did they make any effort to reimburse you for it 
or return the property in any way ? | 

Mr, Avrr. The Mexican caretaker went to the alcalde and wanted 
to turn the property over, said he had grown tired of it and was not 
receiving any emolument, and that his private interests required his 
attention in other lines, and that he did not feel able to continue.. 
That is the statement that was made to me by the alcalde. I told 
him I had no instructions from our people to receive the property and 
in the condition that I found it I was not eae todo so. I spoke 
to him about certain articles and things that had disappeared, which 
he said wero in that condition when he took charge on the 4th of 5th 
dav of May, but I learned from other people there that tho military 
authorities had come in on the 27th of April and had dismissed the 
employees whom I had authorized by legal documents appropriately 
stamped—powers of attorney, you might say—to remain there. 
They had been removed by tho military authorities, and a local civil 
authority placed in charge with orders to report to the commander of 
the military down at Tierra Blanca, and about five days subsequently 
the civil authorities came in and ordered the military authority rep- 
recentatives to turn the property and keys over to them, at which 
time thev annulled the document which had been made out by the 
man in charge of the rurales, placing their stamp and seal on the back 
of it. Photographic copies of the original document are in our pos- 
session and can be furnished if occasion requires. 

Then the civil authorites remained at the property for some two 
days, during which time they busied themselves in ransacking tho 
premises and removing such articles as I presume they desired to 
remove for their own homes, as they employed men to tako them to 
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the river and take them down to down-river points. 

Mr. Kearrut. Was the property in such condition that you could 
continue its operation ? | 

Mr. Att. No, sir. 

Mr. Kearrun. Did you make tho effort to regain possession of tho 
things that had been taken away? 

Mr. Aut. We askod him if he knew the whereabouts of any of 
them and he said with the exception of a couple of yokos of oxen and 
carts that he had loaned to friends of his, and one of our boats that 
was being used by employees of his, and some farming implements 
that had also been loaned to other friends, and a typewriter that he 
had allowed to go out of his custody to a friend of his, that things 
were just the same as when he had received the place. 

Mr. Kearruu. Did you get back these articles that he mentioned ? 

Mr. Avrr. No, sir. My stay at the property at that time was only 
about two days. 
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Mr. Kearrun. What became of the property then? What did 
you do with it? 

Mr. Acct. I just left it in his charge. I made no attempt to take 
it away. I took the proposition up with the American consul at 
Vera Cruz and asked his advice in the matter, and he agreed that 
there was not any occasion for us to trv to reoccupy it. that he felt 
there was not anything to do to protect our interests any more than 
had been done in the past. 

Mr. Kearrct. What happened to the property after that?! 

Mr. Avert. I received a letter from a friend of mine in that locality, 
dated October 19, 1919, in which he informed me that immediate 
locality has been the hangout for a band of bandits for the last three 
years continuously, and previous to that it was not safe for anvbody 
outside of the natives living there to pass through that locality; that 
the floors, doors, windows, and roofs of our buildings had been 
removed; that all the copper in the tanks and about the mill, the 
brass in the machinery, and that the agricultural implements and the 
cattle and the wire from the fences and everything that any Mexi- 
enn might hope to possess, had long since been removed; that the 
pastures were grown up, that some cattle were running on it of the 
natives, but he understood there were none of our cattle- remaining; 
that the cano fields were entirely lost and the place was being over- 
run in all directions by anybody or anything that happened to pass 
that way. 

Mr. Kearecrt, Did you make any appeal to the American Govern- 
mont for redross for these injuries ¢ 

Mr. Aver. Wo made a claim, I believe, about 1916 and filed it with 
the State Department. We found in the fall of 1919 that it would 
bo necessary to make out a more full and a more complete statement 
or claim. 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you mean that after three years you were 
notified that vou would have to make a further showing ? 

Mr. Avie. Yes, sir. Wo then prepared a complete amended 
claim, which wo empowered attorneys in Washington to prosecute 
for us. 

Mr. Kearrun. What satisfaction have you ever received in regard 
to the prosecution of your claim ? 

Mr. Avrr. None whatsoever. Our attorneys informed us that 
they have hopes that there may be a settlement within the course of 
the next few months. They first said they understood that steps 
wero being taken by Congress to make an appropriation to partially 
reimburse Mexican claimants in order that they might be allowed 
to go back and operate their properties as soon as it was safe for 
them to do so. 

Mr. Kearren. The American Congress or the Mexican Congress! 

Mr. Aver. The American Congress, ves. 

Mr. Kearren. Do vou know of any such bill ever having been 
introduced in Congress ¢ 

Mr. Autry. I took up the matter with our Congressman and he 
said it was news to him, Ho did not even know of any such matter 
being under considera tion, 

Mr. Keanreun. Did you mako any inquiries as to the prospect of 
such a bill boing passed ¢ 

Mr. Aver. l did. 
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Mr. KearrfuL. What did you learn ? 

Mr. Att. He said he did not think there was any hope until ‘the 
Mexican question was finally settled. 

Mr. KearFuL. What hopes did he hold out to you about the 
prospects of the Mexican question being finally settled ? 

Mr. Autt. I do not recall that he stated in any particular. My | 
recollection is that he agreed that the proper manner to handle it 
would be to have a board appointed to go over the claims and decide 
on a just amount, and that some arrangement, either international 
or otherwise, be made whereby the claimants could be paid such 
damages as were decided to be fair and equitable, in order that they 
might return to the country and with their money bring about a new 
era of prosperity, once safety of life and property was guaranteed. 

Mr. KearFUL. Was it the idea that some arrangement would be 
made for the investigation of claims and payment of those claims by 
the Mexican Government or by this Government ? . 

Mr. Avrr. By this Government: that there was not any hope of 
the Mexican Government ever taking any step along that line, as it 
has long since acknowledged to be bankrupt. 

Mr. KearruL. Was the proposition that you would have to wait 
for adjustment of vour claim until the whole Mexican problem 
should be settled in some wav? 

Mr. Acer. Yes, sir. He felt that there was no hope in the present 
American administration taking any action whatsoever looking to a 
settlement of the Mexican condition. 

Mr. KearreL. Did you make any inquiry to ascertain whether or 
not that is the general feeling among American Congressmen ? 

Mr. Autt. No, sir; I have not any acquaintance with any others 
than our own representatives. 

Mr. Kearrur. Did he undertake to state the feeling among Con- 
gressmen as to what the sentiment was ? 

Mr. Aver. No, sir; [ can not recall that be made any statement 
along that line. 

Mr. Krarrur. You have lived in Mexico a long time and have sub- 
stantial interests there. What do vou understand to be the trouble 
with Mexico? 

Mr. Aver. I consider that the basie trouble with Mexico was 
brought about by American interference. 

Mr. Kearrvur. To what interference do vou refer? 

Mr. Acer. The poliey of dictating to the Mexican Government 
What they should and should not do, beginning at the close of the 
Taft administration and very considerably enlarged upon by the 
Wilson administration. 

Mr. KrarruL. To what do you refer when vou sav “telling the 
Mexicans what they should and should not do”? 

Mr. Aver. By the frequent exchange—no, I wili not say exchange 
of notes, because many times the Mexieans did not reply to notes 
that were addressed to them from the White House in Washington. 
I sav the White House. I have reason to beleve that the State D 
partment had very little to do with it, the matter havme been largely 
© ken over byv he Chief Executive himself, in that he opposed th 
candidacy of certain persons: in the ease of Mr. Huerta that he seeme 
to be very bitterly opposed to him being the representative oflicia 
of the Mexican Government. 
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I have talked with many Mexicans on the subject durmg the time 
Huerta was in power, and I feel that it was generally believed that 
had Huerta even been allowed to carry out his own policy unhampered 
by the limitations that were placed upon him by the American Goy- 
ernment, and had received no encouragement from the United States, 
that he would have been able to pacify Mexico: but when the attitude 
of the American Government was not neutral, but aggressively for his 
removal, they were in a position to and did bring about conditions 
that no man could have combated and put down the civil strife and 
banditrv that was rapidly enveloping the country. 

Mr. Kearrut. To what aggressive action do you refer for the 
removal of Huerta ? 

Mr. Autt. Their embarrassing him bv refusing him the privilege of 
purehasing arms and ammunition in the United States for his forces, 
and then by what I consider the Tampico frame-up of the early days 
of April, 1914, and their intervention at Vera Cruz with some one of 
three or four excuses that were given to the public at Various times. 

Mr. Kearru.. What do you think was the real reason for seizing 
Vera Cruz? 

Mr. Avrr. I never could conceive that there was any. 

Mr. Kearrur. There was motive for it. What do you conceive to 
have been the motive for seizing Vera Cruz—the real motive? 

Mr. Avrr. I have understood that the real motive was to prevent 
the shipment of arms on the German steamer Ypiranga from being 
unloaded in Vera Cruz and transported to Mexico City. 

Mr. Kearreuc. [ think the motive may be judged from the result. 
What was the main effect of the seizure of Vera Cruz upon Huerta’s 
administration ? 

Mr. Aver. Handicapping it from a military standpoint, cutting off 
the revenues from that port which was the principal port of entry in 
Mexico; to belittle his administration. | 

Mr. Kearrun. Huerta was soon after that forced out, was he not? 

Mr. Aver. [ believe in July of that vear. He was, I think, in- 
duced to resign on the purported pledge of the American Govern- 
ment that a neutral successor would be appointed or chosen that 
would receive the support of the American aS but which 
subsequently was not done. 

Mr. Kearrun. You are referring now to what happened at the 
Niagara conference ? 

Mr. Aver. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrer. Your idea is that having been induced to resign 
on that pledge, that he then lost prestige with his own people ? 

Mr. ACLT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kear. And it was necessary then for him to go? 

Mr. Aver. He had no chanee to recover the respect of the Meniean 
people, because they considered that he had probably very good 
and just reasons for wishing for the welfare of Mexico through a 
neutral representative, 

Mr. Kearse What do vou mean by a neutral representative 

Mr. AULT. One that had not taken part in the administration 
under Diaz er ander Madero and had not been a participant in either 
the Carranza or Villa factions or Zapata, which were then the domi- 
nant revolutionary factions of the country, 
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Mr. Kearru.. What conditions do you understand to exist under 
the rule of Carranza that are necessary to be removed in order to 
stabilize Mexico ? : 

Mr. Aur. I feel that the Carranza government has very con- 
clusively proven that they were unable to pacify the country when 
thev have declared a suspension of guaranties and placed the country 
under military law; when they made the state government and laws 
subordinate to executive orders of the president himself; when all 

ublic utilities are under government control; when the moratorium 
law is in effect and the federal constitution only partially operative; 
when the customs and internal revenue and a number of tax laws 
have been arbitrarily fixed to furnish funds to carry on the alleged 
government; when they have defaulted in the payment of interest 
and meeting the maturity of their internal and foreign indebtedness; 
when they have absolute control of the banks, finance, exchange, 
coinage, and issues of paper money, and when these conditions have 
brought about the stoppage or natural influx of foreign capital 
and credit, as well as support, by reason of the nationalization of 
oil wells, and laws prohibiting the purchase of property by anv but. 
actual citizens, and the protection of those who did have property 
in the country. 

Mr. KearFuLt. What do you mean by moratorium law? 

Mr. Autr. That is a law making it impossible for obligations to 
be pushed to a forced closure, such as mortgages and other obliga- 
tions of individuals or firms. 

Mr. KearFut. You say the government has contro] of the banks. 
What, if you know, has happened to the banks under that control ? 

Mr. Autr. They were just ordered to turn everything over to the 
federal government and were put out of business and banking 
Institutions. 

Mr. Krarrvri. The metallic reserves were taken over, were they 
not, and appropriated ? 

Mr. AuLT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KrarruL. Have you an opinion that you would care to express 
as to what ought to be done to put Mexico right ? 

Mr. Avrr. I feel that if the present American administration bas 
really the interests of Mexico at heart and are still determined in 
upholding Carranza as the head of that country, that they would 
compel him or oblige him to reinstate the constitution of (a 
decade ago, repeal the consistory laws, guarantee the safety of life 
and property and the payment of indebtedness and indemnities. 
They would also have to make overtures for foreign capital and 
others, and assist to teach the people to direct their energies along 
nght lines toward the uplift and advancement of the masses rather 
than the classes: that they would have to eliminate special privileges 
and the rule of might making right. They must equalize taxes to 
encourage development and realize the necessity of the people 
migrating to foreign lands to earn a livelihood, and if it is not their 
intention to give the present Mexican administration their support, 
T do not see that there is any hope of being able to establish in Mexico 
by Mexicans a government that would be capable of bringing about 
the peace conditions that existed for some 30 years prior to 1910. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Suppose that this Government makes Carranza the 
proposition that you have outlined and he should be willing to under- 
take it, do you think it would be possible for him to carry it out? 
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Mr. Avrr. For Carranza to carry it out? 

Mr. Kearrun. Yes. 

Mr. Acut. No, I do not think so. I do not have sufficient confi- 
dence in his ability as a statesman and a man of such resources. 

Mr. Kearrvun. Suppose that he should be either unable or unwillin 
to carry out such a proposition, what then would you advise shoul 
be done ? 

Mr. Aver. I feel that in view of the policy of the Mexican Govern- 

ment to pacify the country and protect the people and their interests, 
that the United States should enforce and make operative for the 
protection of the universally recognized Monroe doctrine to prevent 
the intervention in Mexican affairs of foreign powers, whom I have 
every reason to believe will insist that the interests of their people 
in Mexico be guaranteed, protected, safeguarded, and claims settled; 
and if the United States is to keep them from doing it, that they must 
tuke some delinite action and assume absolute control of the Mexican 
Government, cither peaceably through a protectorate for a period of 
vears, or by armed aggession if necessary, with the penalty pro- 
viously stated to the Mexicans that it would be under the penalty 
of the loss of their national entity; that they should ostablish peaco 
and safety, assume all self-indebtedness, investigate and allow and 
„pay all bona fide damages and claims arising from the revolutionary 
period, and issue 30 to 50 vear bonds to make immediate settlement 
therefor, thereby enabling claimants to resume their operations forth- 
with, and this at the same time would guarantee the prosperity and 
development of the country and the peace and contentment of its 
Inhabitants, and that they should effect the passage and enforcement 
of the basie and modern laws of all civilized nations which would 
guarantee the enjoyment by all of peace, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness. 

Mr. Kearecen. [s that the sort of solution your Congrossman 
referred to when he expressed the behef that there could be no set- 
tlement of your claim until the Mexican problem was settled ? 

Mr. Aver. I think what he probably referred to was that with the 
present American administration there was no hope of them ever 
taking any step or any stand on the Mexican situation. 

Mr. Kearren. Did he anticipate that there would be a change 
shortly in the American Government that would be an improvement ! 
Mr. Acer. 1 do not think he made any statement to that effect. 

Mr. Kearren. Is there anything further that vou desire to state 
to the committee in this connection ? 

Mr. Acer. TP would like to state that I differ with a great many 
with reference to the opposition that might be expected from the 
Mexican populace in the event that the “Colossus of the North” 
(the editorially popular term applied to the United States) should at 
some time decide to energetically suppress the Mexican disorders by 
armed intervention. My opinion is that while there would be stern 
opposition on the part of the Government and certain foreign factions, 
it would be carried out as a guerrila Warfare and with the methods 
employed m the Philippines; but that the masses termed by President 
Wilson as the “submerged SO per cent.” would searcely take any 
part except as they might be compelled to by the authorities. For 
despite whatever feeling they might have toward the American 


Government for its bunglesome interference in their internal affairs, 
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the greater portion with the exception of the mass of mountain 
Indians have had ample opportunity to satisfy themselves that the 
American people individually and collectively are worthy of their 
continued respect and admiration, as it was largely due to the 
American industry, development, and standards that they have seen 
their country rise to a point of prominence in world affairs, while 
they ma have directly or indirectly profited in prosperity, 
usefulness and ambition, and that “mañana” is not the day to hope 
to do what through indolence is not done to-day. But rather that 
“mañana” is another day for other things. I am sure they have 
the kindliest of feeling tor us, and will welcome the day when thev 
can see peace and quiet for the everlasting future, and say “mañana ” 
is a new day, with new conditions, new hopes and guarantees. And I 
am certain that a war would be of but ne duration. I am nota 
militarist, but I believe the cancerous sore needs a sharp knife in a 
steady, kindly hand. 

Mr. Kearrut. If that is all, the committee are very much obliged 


to you. 
( W itness excused.) 


(Thereupon, at 11.50 o'clock a. m., the hearing was closed.) 
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TESTIMONY OF HENRY LANE WILSON, 


(The witness was sworn by Mr. Kearful.) 

Mr. KearFuL. Please state vour full name? 

Mr. WıLsox. Henry Lane Wilson. 

Mr. Kearrut. What is vour present post-office address ? 

Mr. Witson. 2712 North Meridian Street, Indianapolis, Ind. 

Mr. Kearruu. What is your profession ? 

Mr. Wiison. Lawyer, I suppose, although I do not practice. 

Mr. Kearrut. You have been in the Diplomatic Service ? 

Mr. Witson. Seventeen years. 

Mr. Krearrut. What has been your experience in the diplomatic 
service } 

Mr. Wilson. I was appointed minister to Chile in 1897 by President 
McKinley; minister to Greece and Belgium in 1905 by President 
Koo arali ; and ambassador to Turkey and Mexico in 1909 by President 
Taft. 

Mr. KearruL. Has your diplomatic service been continuous from 
the time of your appointment as minister to Chile in 1897? 

Mr. WıLsox. Until December, 1913, under President Wilson. 

Mr. Kearrut. What was the period of your service as ambassador 
to Mexico ? 

Mr. Wiison. I was appointed in November, 1909, and my term 
extended from that time until November, 1913. 

Mr. KrarruL. How long were you minister to Chile? 

Mr. Witson. Eight years; five in Belgium and four in Mexico. 
My diplomatic service, I believe, is the Tongest continuous service 
as chief of a mission in the history of this Government. 

Mr. KearruL. When was it that President Diaz abdicated and 
left Mexico? . 

Mr. Wilson. In June, 1911, as I remember. 

Mr. Kearrut. You had then been ambassador to Mexico for about 
a year and a half? Is that correct? 

Mr. Wiison. Yes. 

Mr. KearFrut. Will you please describe for the benefit of the com- 
mittee the conditions of business and the situation as to law and 
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Mr. Witson. When I arrived in Mexico, and for probably a year 
thereafter, the government was in full control of the situation in 
Mexico in the remotest parts, and life was as safe upon a Mexican 
highway -as upon one of the great thoroughfares of New York City. 
The Government’s finances were in a highly flourishing condition, 
with one hundred millions in the treasury. Immigration was in- 
creasing rapidly, especially from the United States, and American 
capital during that year was seeking investment in Mexico to a 
greater extent than ever before. Everything indicated a highly 
prosperous future for Mexico. 

Mr. Kearrut. What were the inducements for the investment of 
capital in Mexico ? 

fr. Witson. American capital as it went with Mexico took the 
form of investment in mines, in farms, in public utilities, and in oil. 

Mr. Kearruut. What, if any, special inducements were offered by 
the Government for the investment of capital ? ` 

Mr. Witson. Land was purchased at extremely low valuations, a 
policy that was encouraged by the Government for the purpose of 
enlarging the taxable resources of the country. The Government 
pursued the same policy with reference to investments in the oil 
country and in mines and public utilities, it being the well settled 
principle of the Diaz Government that the investment of foreign 
ca ital in Mexico led constantly to the creation of taxable resources. 

fr. KEARFUL. And how was that policy realized ? 

Mr. Witson. It was realized very successfully. | 

Mr. Kearrut. You spoke of land being sold at low valuation. Was 
that exclusively to Americans, or was it open to anyone who wanted 
to purchase ? | 

Mr. Wirson. Oh, it was open to all the world. 

Mr. Kearrut. Under general law? 

Mr. WiLson. Yes. 

Mr. Kearrut. What have you observed to be the effect upon the 
development of Mexico of the operation of American capital there! 

Mr. Wirson. Practically all of the material development of Mexico 
is due to American enterprise, initiative, and capital. I perhaps put 
that a little strongly. I perhaps should say the preponderating 
development, because it is al ’ 
the British, French, and Spanish investments. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You think that the development of Mexico up to the 
time of the downfall of Porfirio Diaz was due to foreign capital and 
enterprise, of which the American preponderated ? 

Mr. Wilson. Yes. 

Mr. Kearrut. What do you believe would have been the condition 
of Mexico without the operation of foreign capital and enterprise 

Mr. Witson. She would have remained practically an uncivilize 


State, as she was during the period extending from the revolution 


against Spain down to the advent of Porfirio Diaz. 

Mr. Kearrcut. At the time of the downfall of Porfirio Diaz, how 
many Americans, if you know, were operating in Mexico? 

Mr. Witson. Seventy-five thousand. This figure I reached by 
careful estimate by the ombassy and after correspondence with all the 
consulatos. 

Mr. Kearrut. In your capacity as ambassador, did you come into 
close contact with many of these Americans ? ” 
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Mr. Witson. Oh, yes; a very considerable number. The Amer- 
ican Embassy in Mexico City was really a workshop. The demands 
for advice and assistance were constant, beginning at 9 o’clock in the 
morning and extending very frequently if not generally until 1 or 2 
o'clock at night. During the troubled period—which describes 
pretty nearly the entire period of my service in Mexico—we did in the 
embassy 33 per cent of the correspondence of the Department of State 
here in Washington. This, added to the circumstance that there 
were always anywhere from 50 to a half dozen people in the embassy 
asking for interviews, made the business of the embassy tremon- 
dously large. 

Mr. KearruLt. What can you say in reference to the charge that 
has been circulated industriously in this country that the Americans 
operating in Mexico were a class of speculators engaged in plundering 
the Mexican people? 

Mr. WILson. E regard it as a very malicious and wicked falsehood. 

Mr. KearruL. What was the character of the Americans gencrally 
operating there ? 

Mr. Wiuson. Very high. I have had occasion to come in contact 
with them as much perhaps as anyone, perhaps more than anyone, 
and I regard the standard of Americanism in Mexico as very high. 
I have never known, in any part of the world, such conspicuous 
examples of real Americanism and courage, and the exercise of all 
those qualities that we call peculiarly American, as I found among 
the 75,000 people of American origin in Mexico. 

Mr. Krearrct. What class of people were they, in reference to 
their occupations ? 

Mr. Wirson. They were in all occupations. There were about 
2,000 in the railways; there were probably 5,000 farmers; there were 
probably 5,000 engaged in mining; and probably as many as 8,000 
engaged in educational work and residing in the country for reasons 
of health, diversion, or investigation. 

Mr. Krearrut. How were the professions represented by Americans ? 

Mr. Witson. There were very many American doctors in the 
country, a great many American teachers, a reasonable number of 
lawyers 

Mr. KEARFUL. Engineers? 

Mr. Wisor. Yes; a very large number of engineers, a great many 
dentists, some very excellent ministers and pastors. 

Mr. Kearru. Was there any large number of the class that is 
found in the large cities of this country belonging to the lower order 


of society ? 

Mr. WILSON: None. This element was almost nonexistent. 

Mr. Kearrut. It has also been charged against Americans oper- 
ating in Mexico that through fraud and bribery they obtained special 
concessions from the Mexican authorities which enabled them to ex- 

loit the country to their own advantage over the Mexican people. 
s there any truth in that? 
WıLson. No. No case of that kind ever came under my ob- 
servation while I was in charge of the embassy. 

Mr. KrtarFfuL. What can you say as to the nature of the conces- 
sions, if any, for the development of new enterprises ? 

Mr. Wilson. All that I am familiar with were granted for fair 
consideration and obtained honestly. During the entire four years 


2252 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


I was in charge of the American Embassy in Mexico City no American 
representing vested interests in Mexico ever asked any aid from the 
embassy except in the matter of physical protection. There were 
instances, of course, where I was called upon to represent some im- 
portant interests before the Mexican Government, but that was 
almost without exception under instructions from the Department of 
State. 

Mr. Kearrut. The concessions that were granted were by a de- 
partment of the Government under a general law, were they not? 

Mr. Wilson. Yes. 

Mr. Krarrut. And the terms of the concession required the con- 
cessionnaire to expend certain sums of money toward development! 

Mr. Witson. Yes. 

Mr. Kearrut. And for the performance of which he was required 
to give bond ? 

Mr. Witson. Yes. 

Mr. Kearrut. And as an inducement, he was allowed to import 
the materials necessary for his operations free of duty ? 

Mr. Witson. Free of duty; yes. 

Mr. Krearruv. And in some cases for a limited period the products 
would be exempt from taxation ? 

Mr. Wilson. Yes; that is a correct statement of the general 
Mexican policy with reference to concessions. It was a very excellent 
policy in Mexico. It could not be applied with equal benefit in this 
country, but in Mexico it worked very admirably. 

Mr. Kearrcr. You are acquainted with the policy in this country 
of municipalities granting street railroad and gas and power fran- 
chises ? 

Mr. Wiison. Yes. 

Mr. KEARFUL. And exempting the grantees from taxation and 
giving them special privileges for the purpose of inducing them to 
invest their capital ? 

Mr. Winson. It is the same thing, only we call them privileges and 
in Mexico they call them concessions. l 

Mr. KearrtL. Wo call them franchises here. You are also familiar 
with the policy of the American Congress in making largo land grants 
for the construction of railroads, and guaranteeing the indebtednoss 
of cortain of the railroads ? 

Mr. Witson. Yes. The difference is that the Mexican concessions 
are usually granted to foreigners. Our concessions, so called, if you 
can call them that, are never granted to foreigners. 

Mr. Krearrun. It was necessary to grant them to foreigners 1n 
Mexico because they furnished the only available capital ? 

Mr. Witson. It was necessary in the case of Mexico, because not 
only was the foreigner the only source from which the capital could 
be procured, but the Mexican who had wealth would not invest his 
money in that way. 

Mr. Kearrut. Can you give an estimate of the amount of American 
money that was invested in Mexico at tho close of the rule of Porfirio 
Diaz? 

Mr. WıLsox. My estimate while in charge of the embassy was that 
there was a billion two hundred million dollars of American capita 
invested in Mexico. l 

Mr. KEARFUL. Can you give an estimate of the amount of other 
foreign capital invested in Mexico? 
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Mr. Wiison. My estimate of the combined investments of all the 
other countries amounted to about the same as the American invest- 
ment. In other words, the American investment was equal to that 
of all other countries combined. 

Mr. Kearru. Can you give a statement of the other foreign popu- 
lations in Mexico? You stated that thero were about 75,000 
Americans. 

Mr. Witson. The next in order numerically were the Spanish. I 
believe the Spanish population of Mexico was nearly as large as the 
American. 

Mr. Kearrcr. How about the other nationalities ? 

Mr. Witson. The French population was very considerable, the 
German population was very large, and the Italian population was 
considerablo. 

Mr. Kearret. And the British ? 

Mr. Wirtson. My impression is that there were about 8,000 British 
in Mexico, nearly all of whom were in Mexico City. 

Mr. Kearrcut. What was the American population of Mexico City 
at that time? ' 

Mr. Wixtson. About 10,000. 

Mr. Kearrut. How were the railways of Mexico owned and man- 
aged at that time? 

Mr. Witson. I think perhaps it would be better to state the thing 
in a different way. 

Mr. KearFuL. State it in your own way. 

Mr. Witson,. Originally, the railways of Mexico were owned 
entirely by foreign investors, made up from American and European 
sources. Under Mr. Limantour, when he was minister of finance, 
the Mexican Government adopted a policy of securing control of 
these different systems. This policy finally resulted in the union of 
the Mexican Central with the Mexican National Railways, which 
union carried with it all the branch lines and dependencies, concen- 
trating practically everything under government control except the 
line from Mexico City to Vera Cruz, which remained the property of 
British investors, and independent. ‘This consolidation of the rail- 
way system was brought about by the very simple process of a con- 
tinuous guarantee of the interest on the bonds of the railways by the 
Mexican Government. The Mexican Government guaranteed a rate 
of interest of 4 per cent to the bondholders in return for the privilege 
of voting their stock, but the Mexican Government put practically 
no money into the railways of Mexico. The money came from the | 
United States and Europe. I do not know whether ] have made 
that clear or not. 

Mr. Kearrut. I think so. J understand that the Government 
control of the railways was effected by means of the guarantee by the 
Government of the railroad bonds at a certain rate of interest, in 
consideration of which the control of the stock was turned over to the 
Mexican Government. 
`- Mr. Wilson. Yes. It is a very great mistake to suppose that the 
Mexican Government ever owned any part of the railways of Mexico. 

Mr. Kearrut. What class of people managed the railways of 
Mexico? 

Mr. Witson. The general management was in the hands of 
Americans, and in addition to this general management there were 
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about 2,000 American employees in active railway service. There 
was considerable hostility against these American railway employees, 
which usually cropped out in some drastic regulations by the Gov- 
ernment which affected American employees only. During the time 
of Mr. Madero there was a very concerted effort made to dislodge the 
American emplovees, and J remonstrated with the president, and he 
promised that the regulations would not be put into effect; but they 
were put into effect, and this apparent act of bad faith led to some 
very unpleasant passages between the president and myself. T made 
an effort to protect these men, most. of whom had lived in Mexico for 
a great many years and raised their families there. They were 
finally all driven off the railways and not even furnished railway 
transportation to the United States. President Taft interested him- 
self in their behalf, and obtained employment for a large number of 
them on the American railways. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Are you prepared to state the causes of the down- 
fall of Profirio Diaz? 7 

Mr. Witson. Yes; I think so. 

Diaz had two great domestic policies. The first was the develop- 
ment of the material resources of the country. That part of his 
policy he carried out with marvelous suceess. He invited foreign 

‘apital into Mexico, and along with the investment of capital came 
large foreign immigration, usually of younger men full of enthusiasm, 
initiative, and organizing genius. With the aid of these foreign ele- 
ments which he invited into Mexico, and with the aid of the capital 
which they represented, Diaz developed Mexico in material ways. 
He covered the country with a network of railways, developed her 
agricultural, mining, and commercial resources, and over all of “his 
work of his creation he maintained a system of law and order unsur- 
passed in any country in the world. 

The second branch of his policy ras the awakening of the national 
consciousness and morale. This policy he did not successfully carry 
out because of the undermining influences of advancing years. He 
said to me upon one occasion: “I hoped during my time to develop 
Mexico materially and spiritually. L have developed her materially, 
but I must leave the task of her spiritual development by evolution 
to my successors.’ 

During the last 10 years of the Diaz régime the Government was 
maintained by the legend which Diaz had created, but had fallen off 
materially in vigor and efficiency. During the last 10 years the cabi- 
net was made up very largely of extremely old men, some of them 
over SO and none of them younger than 60. These men naturally 
had passed their years of active usefulness, and they were, moreover, 
totally out of touch with such currents of public opinion as existed 1n 
Mexico. During these last 10 vears Diaz grew infirm and lost some 
of the quick penetration of public men and watchful eare over public 
interests, and the evils resulting from the President's notable decline 
especially in the last five years, were accentuated by the circum- 
stunce that nearly all of his advisers were in the same class with him. 
These conditions led to the causes which brought on the revolution. 

The actual causes were, first, the government of the country by 4 
close circle of so-called Cientificos, together with the probability that 
this type of government would be continued under the generally 
accepted and selected successor of Diaz, Ramon Corral. The Cien- 
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tificos were really a very excellent body of men in so far as they had 
any real corporate existence, and if their subordinates had exercised 
equal intelligence and probity in the management of public affairs 
the consequences which followed might have been avoided. Ramon 
Corral, Limantour, and Oligario Molino directed the affairs of the 
country. I believe all of them were honest men, but there were a 
large number of men serving under them who were not honset. 

Tnat is the first cause. Second was the race question. Every 
Indian in’ Mexico who is in touch with the traditions of his race 
believes and hopes that eventually the white race will be expelled 
from Mexico and a new empire of the Montezumas set up in the palace 
of Chapultepec. He carries this belief into all his transactions. To 
it may be attributed in a very large measure the excessive barbarities 
which have been committed by the Indian races during this revolu- 
tion. 

Mr. KearreL. Is that vour conception of the present Carranza 
doctrine of * Mexico for the Mexicans” ¢ 

Mr. Wirson. That is what it amounts to, although Carranza himself 
is a white man. ‘Mexico for the Mexicans” under the rule of demo- 
eratic institutions means Mexieo for the Indians, because if the 
majority rules the Indian will rule in Mexico, 

Mr. Kearrun. And “the property of the foreigner for the natives” @ 

Mr. WiLsox. Yes; and, of course, You understand that that means 
not only an Indian rule in Mexico, but it means the rule of a pop- 
ulation 80 per cent of whieh is unable to read or write. 

Tne third cause was hatred of the foreigner. You must distinguish 
between the race hatred and hatred of the foreigner, because hatred 
of the foreigner was shared equally by the whites and the Indians, and 
the word “foreigner” there applies to the newcomers. From the race 
standpoint it apphes equally to the Spaniards who came in with 
Hernando Cortez. : 

Tne invitation of the Diaz government brought into Mexico a vast 
army of foreigners, most of them from the United States. These 
foreigners converted Mexico from a desert into a paradise. They 
reaped generous profits from the situation. They were a thrifty lot. 
They accumulated fortunes as a result of industry and perseverance 
and ingenuity, and they immediately became the objects of envy and 
suspicion and dislike on the part of the Mexicans who had not availed 
themselves of the opportunities that lay all about them and were 
quite content to let the mehes of the soil slumber on without interrup- 
tion. Practically all of the railways belonged to foreigners; prac- 
tically all the mines. Practically all of the banks and all of the 
factories were owned by the French. A very considerable part of 
the soil of Mexico, probably over a third, was in the hands of foreign- 
born elements, and practically all the public utilities were in the 
hands of Americans or British. Naturally, this foreign ownership 
excited hostility, which was not lessened by the cireumstance that 
these interests, or whatever they may have been, had been honestly 
acquired. 

Tne foregoing constitute the causes of the revolution against Diaz. 
Thev would not or dinarily constitute cause for revolution, We have 
endured much more in this country, for instance; but they did con- 
stitute the causes for the revolution in this instance, and no other 
causes can be shown by anyone competent to discuss the history of 
the revolution. 
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Mr. Kearrun. You are, of course, acquainted with the principal 
business street of Mexico City, Avenida San Francisco ? 

Mr. Wilson. Yes. 

Mr. Kearrunt. Have you observed the nature of the businesses 
along that avenue, as to whether they were in the hands of foreigners 
or Mexicans ? 

Mr. Wirsox. They were almost wholly foreign owned. The mer- 
chandizing business of Mexico City is almost wholly foreign. I do 
not suppose it is necessary to indicate the branches in which they are 
engaged. Itis of no importance. I imagine, here; but the most inter- 
esting and best improved part of Mexico City is what thev call the 
Colonias, which have been built very largely by the foreigners. 

Mr. Kearrurt. Will vou proceed to describe the beginning and the 
xwogress of the Madero revolution which resulted in the downfall of 
Porlirio Diaz? 

Mr. Wirsox. Yes. When Madero first attracted my attention he 
was engaged in the business of making incendiary speeches, usually of 
very little intellectual merit, before audiences in remote parts of 
Mexico. These meetings were usually interrupted by the soldiers, 
and generally Madero was put in jail, his release following some days 
afterwards. He never appealed to popular sympathy in Mexico. 
He wasa practically unknown person in public affairs who appeared 
at the psychological moment. 

He was regarded by those who knew him, and especially by his 
own family. as a man of unsound mind and of dangerous tendencies. 
He was insignificant in appearance, halting and spasmodic in physical 
characteristics, stammermg in speech, and unable to state any cir- 
cumstance or opinion lucidly and clearly. 

He was a man of absolute personal honesty, of excellent morals, 
and [ believe of sincere patriotism, but easily misled and easily made 
the victim of more audacious and clever intelligences. 

Madero in no sense overthrew the government of Diaz. The gov- 
ernment of Diaz collapsed by reason of the desertion of friends, and 
a tide of anarchy which broke out and surged all about the capital 
city. Madero rode into power over the ruins of the Diaz government. 

In the month of June Madero entered Mexico City as a private 
citizen, after Diaz had resigned the presidency and left the country. 

I do not know, but I think if you are afforded an opportunity to 
consult the records which we have here, but which I prefer to not 
place in the hands of the committee unless they are demanded, you 
will find that on the very day of his entrance into Mexico City I sent 
a dispatch to our Department of State predicting the continuance 
of the revolution and the probable final overthrow of Madero. 

My reasons for making this prediction were, first, the natural tend- 
ency of the Mexican people to anarchy and revolution, a tendency 
now given full range: second. the utter madequaey of the announced 
Madero platform, policy. and personnel in dealing with the situation 
thus created. 

This prediction was amply fulfilled, because the revolution never 
ceased. The revolution begun against Diaz continued without any 
interruption whatever throuch the time of Madero, and in the midst 
of all the terrors of this revolution, which swept from all over Mexico 
right up to the gates of the capital city, Madero was elected to the 
presidency by a total vote of 19.989 in a population of 15,000,000: 
Reves, the only other candidate for the presidency, bemeg prevented 
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by violence from prosecuting his campaign, the violence being 
organized and directed by Gustavo Madero. 
r. KEAaRFUL. The brother of the President? 

Mr. Wi.tson. The brother of the president. The Reyes meetings 
were interrupted and dispersed. His meetings were interrupted and 
he was driven from the platform and organized crowds of lower 
classes asaulted him with rocks, etc. The same methods are being 
employed in Mexico City to-day by Carranza against Obregon. This 
is not relevant to this part of the testimony, but it is a circumstance 
that it might be well to note. 

Madero entered into the government undoubtedly with patriotic 
resolutions and with good intentions, but his cabinet was composed 
of radicals on the one hand and conservatives on the other, and the 
resolution of one day was revoked upon the next. Whatever reso- 
lution was taken was hysterical and spasmodic, advancing and re- 
treating in accordance with the preponderance of this or that element 
inthe cabinet. 

All of this was due to the character of the president, who was one 
day the friend of the rich and the next day the friend of the poor, 
and he vacillated between the rich and the poor until there were 
neither rich nor poor for him. He was finally left absolutely alone, 
with no support except the public office holders and his family, 100— 
of whom were stated to be holding public office. 

During this period the anti-Americanism in Mexico first became 
general. It had existed hitherto under all governments to a certain 
extent. It was noticeable in the last stages of the Diaz régime, 
when Rodriguez, a Mexican, was hung, or boiled or something, by a 
mob in Texas. 

Mr. Kearruu. Lynched. 

Mr. Witson. There are lots of ways of lynching. I think he was 
boiled. It resulted in a widespread protest in Mexico. In the City 
of Mexico mobs invaded the streets and burned the American flag, 
assaulting Americans everywhere, and in a number of cities of the 
Mexican Republic Americans were obliged to defend themselves in 
their homes. 

Mr. Kearruu. Were there exaggerated accounts of this treatment 
of Rodriguez by way of pretext for the outbreak of anti-American 
expressions ¢ 7 

fr. Witson. My opinion was at the time that these anti-American 
outbreaks had been encouraged secretly by the Diaz people for the 
purpose of distracting public attention from the a ten- 
dencies which existed at that time in Mexico. 

Mr. KearFrun. There was an effort to unite the Mexican natives 
througn their sentiment against the “Colossus of the North” ? 

Mr. Witson. Yes. That was my theory about it, borne out by 
some evidence which I had, although it must always be remembered 
that Diaz and his government were not anti-American, but, on the 
contrary, very pro-American. 

Mr. KearFuL. You spoke of Madero having been considered as of 
unsound mind. Did you personally see any evidences of that? 

Mr. Wiison. Yes. | 

Mr. Kearrun. Will you please state them ? 

Mr. Witson. I have known such qualities to be possessed by other 
men wno have escaped the charge of insanity, but in my own esti- 
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mate the existence of these qualities indicates at least incipient 
lunacy. 

v Madero was incoherent and illogical in speech, physically in a state 
of continual contortion, unable to elucidate clearly any opinion which 
he entertained, easily impressed by fakers and international conf- 
dence men. In the beginning he believed that the Mexican people 
should be governed by kindness and love, which, in my judgment, 
showed a deficient mental grasp of the situation. He believed in 
the spectral appearance of the spirits of deceased people. » 

Mr. Keanru.. Did vou have any personal manifestations of this 
tendency to consult the spirits and to see visions ? 

Mr. Winsox. Yos. Upon one occasion he said to me, ‘George 
Washington is sitting right there beside vou, listening to every word 
that you say.” Phat is one personal experience, but: there were 
innumerable cthers with other people. 

It has been shown also that in public affairs he instructed his 
ambassador in Washington to deliberately misrepresent the situation 
which existed in Mexico, and also that he endeavored at the same 
time to discredit me with my own government for reporting to 
Washington the facts as I found them in Mexico. I regard this as 
evidence that his mind was rapidly vielding to the strain of executive 
responsibility. . . 

In actual conclusions Ambassador Calero m Washington was in 
full accord with me in Mexico as to what was happening in Mexico. 

Mr. Krakter. What evidence have vou that Ambassador Claero 
was instructed to misrepresent the conditions in Mexico ? 

Mr. Winsox. He quoted his instructions in the Mexican Senate, 
and stated at the same time that he had resigned because he could 
not take the position of further misrepresenting the actual situation 
to the American Government. 

Mr. Kearruv. What if any changes oceurred with respect to 
conditions of security of life and property and the transaction of 
business, with the advent of Madero ? 

Mr. Witson. During the entire period of Madero’s administration 
the disorders and anarehy increased both in number and in extent, 
and during the entire time these disorders and this anarchy were 
accompanied by a steadily falling barometer of public opinion. 

The character of the war, of the disorders, was barbarous in the 
extreme. Whole cities were destroved, and their populations, men, 
women and children put to the sword. Trains were derailed and 
their passengers massacred to a man. Men were mutiliated and 
women were violated under circumstances and in ways for which 
there is no adequate description m the English language. 

These disorders extended all the way from Guatemala to the 
Rio Grande, and camp fires of the revolutionists could always be 
seen at night from the front veranda of the embassy in Mexico City. 

Naturally there were at certain periods crises, or attempts to 
overthrow the government, always growing more marked in force, 
and indicating also the creasing weakness of the government ın 
dealing with them. 

There was hardly a week passed that did not witness a turmoil or 
panie in Mexico City, and as for the interior, the disorder was 
universal. 
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My telegrams to the Department of State at that time indicate a 
general anarchy throughout Mexico during the entire time of Madero’s 
administration. 

Mr. KearFut. Toward the close of the Madero administration 
what was the sentiment among the thinking people of Mexico, both 
Mexicans and foreigners, with reference to whether Madero was a 
success or not? 

Mr. Witson. Of course the sentiment of the foreigners and what 
you might call the intellectual class of Mexico was that the govern- 
ment of Madero could not endure, because Madero possessed complete 
lack of knowledge of the character of the people he was attempting to 
govern. He did not understand their psychology anv more than’ 
President Wilson understood their psychology, and he endeavored in 
the first davs of his administration to govern according to the precepts 
of the Gospel; but before he had been in power very long he found out 
that these Christian methods, while excellent in principle, could not 
be put into practice in Mexico. He wasted one-half of the time he 
was in power in finding this out, and the remaining half represented 
his reversal to the Diaz type of government. During this period the 
government of Madero was an exact reproduction of the government 
of Diaz, with this modification, that it lacked the courage and practi- 
cal common sense and the logical procedure which characterized the 
government of Diaz. 

During the last days of the Madero régime his government was more 
despotic than the government of Diaz had ever been. In other 
words, it became the despotism of a weak man, whereas the despotism 
of Diaz, if it can be called a despotism, was that of a strong man. 

In the end, the government of Madero was absolutely unable to 
carry out its program. It failed in every particular of its political 
platform. = 

The prominent features of Madero’s political platform were free 
education, free lands, free elections, free press, and free speech. 

Not a dollar was voted by the Mexican congress for additional 
educational purposes. Not an acre of land was distributed to the 

exican peon. The Government interfered in every election from 
the Rio Grande to Guatemala. 

Mr. KeEarrut. What about the freedom of the press ? 

Mr. Wilson. In the metropolitan city of Mexico the Government 
purchased two of the great newspapers, suppressed two, and the 
editors of three were in jail at the time Madero was overthrown. 

In the matter of free speech, no man’s house was his castle, and 
through the activities of the secret society organized by Gustavo 
Madero called the ‘‘Porra,’’ an atmosphere of suspicion and dread 
was created which rested over the entire country. 

Then came the revolution against Madero. 

Mr. KearruL. What was the Porra and what were its operations? 

Mr. Wilson. What its principles were I never was able to dis- 
cover, but its active practice was to discourage any anti-Madero expres- 
sions by physical repression. In other words, they would attack a 
man not in favor on the street with a club and pound his head off, 
and then disappear, having left a note of warning. 

Mr. KrarruL. Was the Porra composed of the rabble of the 
community ? 
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Mr. Wi son. Oh, no; it was composed of hired bullies and cut- 
throats, hired especially for that purpose, who created an absolute 
reign of terror in Mexico City. 

Mr. Kearrut. Will you proceed now to describe the revolution 
against Madero, and his overthrow ? 

a TEON, How much detail do you want me to use in describ- 
ing that 

. KEARFUL. Just as much as you think is necessary to give a 
picture of the situation. 

Mr. Wilson. I have the story here in every detail, but it would 
be a tremendous task to repeat all of that story at this time, and 
I doubt whether it would be of any great benefit. I think perha 
I may be able to outline it in such a way as may make it Peab 
to handle it within reasonable limits. 

Mr. KEaRrFUL. If you will po. to state the outstanding facts, 
any additional points which may be thought desirable can be 
brought out. 

Mr. WıLsoN. On the night of the 8th of February Felix Diaz and 
Gen. Reyes, who were under arrest, imprisoned in the military 
penitentiary in Mexico City, were released by revolting soldiers of 
one of the crack regiments of the Mexican army. At the same time 
the cadets stationed at Tlalpam rose in rebellion and marched to 

the city, where they joined forces with the revolting regulars. 

This force was then divided into two divisions, one under Gen. 
Reyes and one under Gen. Felix Diaz. The force under Gen. Reyes 
was ordered to attack the Government palace, and in the engage- 
ment which followed Gen. Reyes was killed and the attacking forces 
were beaten off. 

The force led by Felix Diaz was successful, and after about an 
hour of bombardment they captured the Ciudadela, which is situated 
almost in the center of the citv, and which contained at that time 
all the Government arms and ammunition, or practically all. 

From this point Diaz steadily advanced his lines, gaining every 
day upon the Madero forces. 
© Jn the struggle which followed about a third of the city was badly 
disfigured and 8,000 people were killed. l 

Without going into unnecessary details I may say that by virtue 
of the situation which was created by the revolutionary outbreaks 
the American Embassy became the center of all the noncombatant 
activities during the Decena Tragica—the Tragic Ten Days. 

Mr. KEarFUL. What was the nature of the responsibilities that 

-cre put upon you? 
wr Witeon, Most of the diplomatic establishments were in the 
line of fire. The American Embassy was just on the edge of the 

iring line. 

ae the bombardment which ensued the Cuban minister was 
driven out of his legation, and our embassy automobiles rescued the 
Portuguese minister from_his legation. The American consulate 
was shot to pieces. The French chargé d'affaires and the British 
minister were so surrounded that they could not escape, except at 
certain intervals, from their houses. PON l 

Immediately with the breaking out of hostilities we organized in 
the embassy 8an automobile service. With this automobile service 

0 Americans from the firing line, and we housed and 


ht 2,60 
fod Hie a the vicinity of the embassy for ten days. 
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We also maintained telegraph communication, a bank, post office 
and a newspaper, all of which things were at that time nonexistent 
elsewhere in Mexico City. 

Naturally, with these instrumentalities for service, the embassy 
became a center of all the activities, and the entire diplomatic corps 
remained there for the purposes of guidance and advice. I am telling 
this story in order that what follows later may be understood. 

To pass over the details about the procurement of an armistice 
and the procurement of a general agreement to distribute bread and 
milk to the poorer classes ole were starving, and many other matters 
of that kind, which resulted from the work of the embassy, I come 
to the seventh day when, as a result of a discussion in the embassy, 
the diplomatic corps decided that the representatives of the four 
nations having the great colonies, the United States, Great Britain, 
France and Spain, should go to President Madero and endeavor to 
exert their influence for the procurement of some change in the 
abominable situation which existed. 

We carried out the resolution of the diplomatic corps under cir- 
cumstances of a good deal of danger, but finally reached the president, 
and he informed us, during the interview, at which Gen. Huerta was 
present, that on the following day he expected Gen. Blanquet to 
ave and that with his arrival he expected to put down the revo- 

ution. 

We were skeptical both as to Blanquet’s attitude and the sup- 
pression of the revolution, but as no other course was available we 
accepted his explanations. 

Mr. Kerarruu. You mentioned Gen. Huerta. What was his 
position ? 

Mr. Witson. He was general in chief of Madero’s army. 

Mr. Krarrut. What was the opinion of the members of the 
diplomatic corps as to the prospect of a successful suppression of the 
revolution at that time ? 

Mr. Witson. I will come to that just a little bit later. 

Mr. KearFuL. Very well. 

Mr. Witson. On the next day Gen. Blanquet arrived on the out- 
skirts of the city, but halted his troops for a considerable period; then 
dispatched a detachment to the palace, replacing the guard in charge 
of the palace with the new soldiers of his own command, thus over- 
throwing the government of Madero. Immediately after this 
occurred, the guns of Blanquet were turned toward the palace at 
Chapultepec, indicating that he was in sympathy with Felix Diaz 
and not with Madero. Gen. Blanquet, therefore, was the actual over- 
thrower of Madero, not Huerta. Huerta accepted the situation 
created by Blanquet and took advantage of it. 

Immediately after ascertaining this attitude of Blanquet I called 
the diplomatic corps together for consultation with reference to the 

situation. 
~ At that time the military attaché of the American Embassy, then 
captain, now Col. Burnside, stationed in this city, reported to me that 
the revolution could not be suppressed, and that any further fighting 
would simply involve the sacrifice of human life without accomplish- 
in any good. I should like to have that report incorporated as an 
exhibit. 
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(The document referred to is as follows:) 


AMERICAN EMBASSY, 
OFFICE OF THE MILITARY ATTACHE, 
Mexico, June 5, 1918. 
Hon. Henry LANe WILSON, 
American A mbassador, American Embassy, Mexico, D. F. 


Dran Mi AMBAssaAvoR: Replying to your letter of June 2, 1913, the following is 
Subniutted: 

Some months previous to the outbreak of revolutionary troubles in Mexico City, I 
had tormed the opinion. and s0 reported in official dispatches, that it was only a ques- 
tion of time as to how long the Federal army would as a whole remain loyal to the 
administration of President Madero. Through the promotion of revolutionary leaders 
of the Madero revolution over the officers of the regular army, a resentful feeling had 
been created in the minds of many officers of the regular forces through the belief that 
the army was being needlessly sacrificed for the support of visionary and impracticable 
ideas, and that there was little chance for appreciation or reward of faithful service 
under the existing administration, However, signs of the discipline that had been 
developed in the regular ar my during the administration of President Portirio Diaz 
continued to prevail, but in view of the repeated circumstances which tended to dis- 
credit the regular army, it was my belief that it was only a question of time when 
patience would be exhausted and the regular force would give its support to a change 
of administration, believing, outside of possible personal advantage, this to be the 
only means of avoiding the complete demoralization of Mexico. 

I was absent trom the City of Mexico when the outbreak of February 9 occurred, 

but upon returning at 10 a. m. on the morning of February 11 it wag learned that 
re vious opinions as to the doubtful loyalty of the regular army had been confirmed 
>y the fact that numerous organizations in the Federal District had already revolted 
and joined the revolutionists. During the remainder of this day, and until about noon 
of February 12, I spent most of the time in the vicinity of the Alameda. I arrived 
at this location about the time that the loyal troops made their first effort to advance 
on the Ciudadela. The Alameda and the side streets in its vicinity were used as a 
base of operations, and while here I had an Opportunity to observe the manner in which 
the first attempt s were being made to advance on the Ciudadela. This consisted in 
sending comparatively small detachments up the streets leading from the Alameda 
and its vicinity toward the Ciudadela. These detachments attempted to advance 
without concerted action, and in every case they were met by a fairly well regulated 
machine-gun and artillery fire from the Vicinity of the Ciudadela and driven back 
demoralized, 

On subsequent days similar advances were attempted on the Ciudadela from other 
directions, and again simultaneous ad vances were attempted from several directions at 
the same time, Fresh troops arrived In Mexico City from the country. The field artil- 
lery arriving took up positions from which it could be expected to do little damage to 
the Ciudadela on account of the high buildings surrounding this place, In addition, 
this field artillery had only such ammunition as had been brought with it—shrapnel— 
aud which was suitable only for use against troops in extended order. The supply 
of ammunition in the hands of the loyal troops was very limited and no more available, 
since the reserve supply of Mexico was in possession of the rebels in the Ciudadela. 

All of the attempts to advance on the Ciudadela from February 11 to February 16 
resulted unfavorably for the Federals, and generally resulted in their falling back to 
positions more distant from the Ciudadela. The revolutionists became more certain 
of their strength and occasionally sent out exploring parties to some distance from 
the Cindadela, These exploring parties were generally successful in obtaining the 
information they desired, but af terwards withdrew to their former posts in the vicinity 
of the Ciudadela, as the plans of the revolutionists were apparently to keep their men 
together and under the immediate control of the leaders, 

On February 16 I visited the Ciudadela and found the revolutionists well supplied 
with tood, arms and ammunition, and feeling confident of Success, On the same 
date General Huerta personally stated to me that in case the Ciudadela was ever 
captured, the fighting which had previously taken place would be as nothing com- 
pared to that which would accompany the fall of the Ciudadela. 

I do not now recall the exact date on which I stated to you that the Government 
would be unable to take the Ciudadela, but such was my opinion at all times after 
the evening of February 13. Subsequent events Only strengthened this opinion and 
made me feel more certain that it was correct. 


Sincerely, ‘ 


W. W. BURNSIDE, 
Captain United States Infantry, Military Attache. 


a 
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Mr. WiıLsox. The Diplomatic Corps agreed that Blanquet had come 
to the assistance of Felix Diaz and not Madero: that the chiefs of the 
Mexican Army were deserting Madero and that the revolution could 
not be put down. So we then determined to advise Madero, not 
officially but unofficially, that the wise course for him was to resign 
and turn his powers over to the Congress. 

In order to make the procedure unofficial we selected the Spanish 
minister, Mr. Cologan, for the mission, and the next day he went to 
see the president and to convey our unofficial opinion. 

On entering the palace he was met by the Mexican Senate, who had 
been to Madero for the purpose of giving him precisely the same ad- 
vice which we were giving a but having knowledge of what their 
intention was Madero refused to see them, and they departed without 
accomplishing their purpose. Madero saw Mr. Cologan, but assumed 
a hostile attitude toward our envoy and toward our advice, and im- 
mediately sent a telegram to Washington instructing the Mexican 
Embassy to say to our Government that I was controlling and di- 
recting the attitude of the Diplomatic A and that I would 
probably try to land troops at Vera Cruz. This telegram he after- 
ward withdrew with an apology to me and with an expression—of 
doubtful sincerity—of admiration and respect. 

The next day—I do not want to take the responsibility of saying 
precisely the day or hour, but as nearly as I can remember, the next 
day—the Mexican supreme court went to Madero to make a similar 
request, and they were very badly received. On the same day—I am 
not sure of the chronology; it 1s all in the dispatches, however—the 
army sent two colonels, Col. Riverol and Col. Izquierdo, with four 
privates to Madero, stating that this revolution had now gone on for 
10 days, and that 8,000 of their brethren had been slain without ac- 
complishing any good, and that they aaa i him to make peace 
and turn his powers over to the Congress. His reply to this was to 
take a revolver from his pocket and shoot both of these colonels and 
two, if not three, of the privates in rapid succession. He then es- 
caped from the audience chamber where this occurred, and in the 
corridors of the palace was captured by Gen. Blanquet and placed in 
the pulace prison. 

Six hours after the overthrow of Madero, and after he had been in- 
carcerated in jail, I determined that a very great responsibility rested 
upon my shoulders. The diplomatic corps had accepted my leader- 
ship, not only in a titular way but actually, and the e colonies, 
as you perhaps remember, were practically doing the same thing. 
This bombardment had continued for eight days. Eight thousand 
soldiers and noncombatants lay dead in the streets, spreading pesti- 
lence everywhere. Thousands of people were hemmed up in houses, 
from which they could not escape, starving. Little children were 
dying for want of milk. I had 2,600 people dependent upon me for 
their daily bread and their protection. The bombardment had con- 
tinued already for eight days, and there was a S E of its contin- 
tinuing indefinitely. Our lights had been cut off, our water had been 
cut off, one end of the embassy had been badly shot in. With this 
dreadful situation confronting me, there was the further one that the 
Government was in jail. 

I therefore determined on my own responsibility to take the step 
which I subsequently took. I sent for these rival generals—Diaz, 
Blanquet, and Huerta: t6 come to the American embassy six hours 
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after the overthrow of Madero, under the protection of the American 
flag, to discuss methods for bringing about peace. These generals 
came to the embassy one hour after the receipt of the request. They 
remuined in the embassy four hours. during which time a vast crowd 
surrounded the building, anxiously waiting for the decision. There 
were three actual breaks, but by persuasion and by threat they were 
finally brought to agree, and they signed an agreement and a procla- 
mation turning over their powers to Congress. This was deposited 
in the embassy safe: the news was given out from the embassy 
veranda to the assembled crowds; and that night a crowd estimated 
to have been over 50,000 filled the streets of Mexico, giving thanks to 
the American Government for having made peace in Mexico. 

Mr. Krarruc. Did you act with the advice and cooperation of the 
other members of the diplomatic corps? 

Mr. Wilson. No: but they approved of it very heartily afterwards. 
There was no time for consultation. One could not get them out of 
their houses at times, you know. There were times when you could 

ct them easily, and other times when they could not be gotten at all. 
This was a situation that required immediate action, and I realized 
that the entire responsibility would ultimately rest upon me anyhow, 
and so I just acted. 

Mr. Kearrut. What reason have you to believe that your action 
was approved by the members of the diplomatic corps ? 

Mr. Witson. They all called at the embassy afterwards to express 
their approval of what had been done. My four chief colleagues, 
those who represented the Governments having large colonies in 
Mexico City, sent letters to me, which I should like to have inserted in 
the record. 

Mr. Kearrun. They will be inserted at this point. 

‘The letters referred too are as follows:) 

BRITISH LEGATION, 
Merico, Februaru 22, 1913. 


My Dear Mr. Witson: I wish fo express to you my most cordial thanks for the aid 
rendered to British subjects during the recent disturbances by your excellency, as well 
as by the members of your embassy and their gallant assistants of the American colony. 

The British legation was dificult of access owing to its exposed position and Its re- 
moteness from the principal residential quarter. and the help afforded by the United 
States embassy and those who worked with it was therefore of special value. 

I remain, dear Mr. Wilson, 

Yours, very sincerely, 
FRANCIS STRONGE. 


See 


KAISERLICH DEUTSCHE GESANDTSCHAFT. 
Mexico, March 8. 1913. 
Drar MR. AMBASSADOR: It is with profound satisfaction that I read in this mor- 
ning’s paper the praises duly bestowed on you by the State Department. As an eye- 
Witness of last February's events, I wish to congratulate vou upon the official recog- 
nition of your merits, May I add a word for my part? That is to say that 1 want to 
thank you most heartily for your excellent advice and practical help protfered this 
legation through your kindness and readiness during a rather trying situation, I was 
so dehehted when reading the morning paper that I wanted to get up to congratulate 
you in person, but the doctor won't have it as this intestinal hemorrhage has repeated 
Itself last Wednesday. 
Believe me, dear Mr. Ambassador, 
Yours very sincerely and devotedly, 
Von HINTZE. 
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- LEGATION oF FRANCE, 
Mexico, March 11, 1918. 


Mr. AMBASSADOR: At the moment of terminating my duties as chargé d’affaires, 
following the return to Mexico of the minister of France, I make it my duty to express 
to your excellency the profound gratitude for the very cordial consideration you have 
been pleased to extend to me, in the course of the two months I have had charge of 
aii legation of France and notably during the tragic days of the revolution of last 

ebruary. i 

I shall always remember all the personal attentions you have been pleased to show 
me and I congratulate myself that my duties, at that difficult time, brought me into 
intimate relations with the very eminent dean of the diplomatic corps. 

Be pleased to accept, Mr. Ambassador, the assurances of my very high consideration 
and devoted sentiments. - i 

VTOR. AYGUESPARSU. 

His Excellency, Mr. Lane WILSON, 

Ambassador of the United States of America. 


LEGATION OF SPAIN, 
Mexico, March 12, 1918. 
His Excellency Mr. Henry Lane WILson, 
Ambassador of the United States. 


My Dear AmBassavor: Because of my interminable occupations I have not com- 
plied with my duty to give you my most sincere thanks for the visit which, in your 
name, Mr. O'Shaughnessy made me, to show me the telegram which you sent to the 
Secretary of State and his favorable reply, apropos of the one I received from the 
Spaniards residing in Piedras Negras, informing me they had asked protection of the 
American consul in the distressing circumstances occasioned by the threats and de- 
mands of the rebels. 

I avail myself of this occasion to say to you I can never forget the daily and con- 
stant communication maintained during the tragic davs, gratefully remembering the 
always efficacious assistance and cooperation which I found in you, and being at the 
same time an intimate witness of your valuable efforts to meet the problems and 
responsibilities of those distressful moments, and at the same time promote the pacifi- 
cation of this country, which was of so much interest to us mutually for every reason, 
and because of the preeminent importance of our respective colonies. 
on all consideration, I repeat myself, your very attentive, obedient servant and 
riend, 

B. J. DE COLOGAN. 


PORTUGUESE LEGATION, 
Mexico, May 16, 1913. 

EXcELLENcY: His excellency the minister for foreign affairs, Dr. Antonio Macicira, 
to whom I communicated the help and good otlices tendered by your exeellency to 
the Portuguese Legation on the 15th of February, during the bombardment within 
the City of Mexico, in putting at my disposition the means to depart with Madame 
d’Arenas de Lima from such a dangerous position as that occupied by the Legation of 
Portugal on that horrible occasion, has instructed me to give myself the honor of 
thanking your excellency in the name of the Government of Portugal for the very 
obliging and delicate action of vour excellency as well as to Mr. Montgomery Schuyler, 
at that time first secretary of the embassy, who in a very amiable and careful manner 
contributed to the prompt carrying out of the action ordered by your excellency, 
when our remaining at the Portuguese Legation had become absolutely insupportable 
because of the lack of food during several days. and because bullets broke all the win- 
dows. disfiguring the escutcheon of the Arms of Portugal. A grenade of shrapnel even 
exploded in the interior of my apartments at the time when Gen. Angeles ordered the 
shooting of inoffensive passers-by against the wall of the Hotel Imperial vis-a-vis the 
Portuguese Legation. 

It is with the greatest satisfaction, Mr. Ambassador, that I carry out the orders of 
his excellency, the minister for foreign affairs, to thank your excellency, begging to be 
permitted at the same time to add to the thanks of the Government of the Republic 
also the expressions of my most sincere personal attachment, and to renew to your 
excellency the assurances of my most high consideration. 

L. D’ARENAS DE Lima. 
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Mr. Kearrut. What was the feeling of the American colony in 
Mexico ? , 

Mr. WILsoN. Immediately after the peace was made the American 
colony met in public meeting and passed resolutions of a very com- 
plimentary character approving my course, and also deciding to 
send a committee to Washington to have the true facts put before the 
President. 

Mr. Kearrut. Have you a copy of those resolutions? 


Mr. Wixson. Yes. I should like to have them inserted in the 
record. 


Mr. KearFu. They will be inserted at this point. 


ILSON. I will insert the telegrams and the resolutions and 
the memorial to the President. 


he matter above referred to is as follows:) 


RESOLUTIONS oF Mass MEETING OF AMERIC 
1913. 


AN CoLony PASSED on FEBRUARY 28, 


Whereas dur ing the 10 days from February 9 to 18 this city was the theater of a bitter 
strife between c; ntending forces, the lives and property of Americans and other 
foreigners, as well as of Mexican residents. were gravely imperiled by shot and shell, 

bas Under the existing conditions 

Ir national representative for aid and protection, 
and they were not disappointed. Our ambassador, the Hon. Henry Lane Wilson, 
caused headquarters for the colony to be established at the American Embassy, and 

i | } assistants was untiring in his devotion to the hest 

interests of not only his own countrymen but of the many foreigners of other nations 

who came to the embassy for aid and comfort. In recognition of those efforts. which 
undoubtedly saved the ives of many defenseless Americans: Be it - 

Resolved, That the American Colony recognizes the fact that to the American ambas- 
sador, Hon. Henry Lane Wilson, it owes a debt of gratitude, the magnitude of which 
can not be expressed in words, but which wil] be retained as a cherished memory ot 
the noble and patriotic services rendered under most trying conditions. which stamp 


him as an American ot whom his countrymen may well fee] proud, and to whom the 
American colony extends this humble token of its appreciation; and be it further 
Resolved, That a Copy of these resolutions p 


n e engrossed and presented to Hon. Henry 
Lane Wilson. ambassador of the United States. and that a copy also be sent to the 
State Department at Washington. 


ene 


(Telegram, 
i Mexico, March 4, 1918. 
The Presinenr, 
Washington, D. C.: 


The undersigned committee representing the American Colony of the City of Mexico 
and virtually all Americans throughout this Republic urgently request Your Excel- 
lency to retain the Hon. Henry Lane Wilson in his present post as ambassador to 
Mexico for the following reasons: 

The situation here resulting from the sudden and violent overthrow of the Madero 

overnment continues to be exceedingly critical. The invaluable services rendered 

j to all foreigners during the recent crisis by aiding them in the 

preservation of their lives and properties ; important personal service which he 
rendered Gens. Huerta and Diaz after the fall of M: i iti 


: n this country. It is a matter of common 
knowledge that after Madero’s fall Huerta and Diaz w i 


» had it occurred, would have been most disastrous. 


and c of both parties and is 
daily, at their solicitation, rendering them useful aid looki i 
fication of the country and the prompt reestablishment of a 
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Ambassador Wilson has been in Mexico since before the inception of the Madero 
revolution of 1910 and has served our nation and our nationals here with ability and 
success. In view of the foregoing facts we unhesitatingly but respectfully submit the 
opinion that Ambassador Wilson is in a position to render a service to Mexico and all 
foreign interests which a new man, however competent, could hardly be expected to 
accomplish. 

The gravity of the present situation from the standpoint of the future of American 
interests in Mexico can not be overstated. It is not too much to say that under the 
complicated’and delicate conditions which obtain here, the announcement of a change 
in our diplomatic representation would be viewed by all elements of this community, 
both Mexican and foreign, with serious apprehension and alarm. 

A committee representing this colony desires to call on you at an early date and 
with your permission will lay before you at greater length the facts in connection with 
this situation and our reasons for making this request. 

(Confidential. ) 

0. H. M. y Agramonte, president American Colony; G. W. Cook, chairman 
committee; E. N. Brown, George J. McCarty, W. F. Layer, J. N. Gal- 
braith, C. F. de Ganahl, Burton W. Wilson, J. E. Long, T. J. Ryder, 
H. Walker, L. R. Wilfley, Paul Hudson, Fred Tackaberry. 


CASE SUBMITTED. 


P Mexico, D. F., April 30, 1913. 
Hon. Henry Lane WIISON, 
American Ambassador, Mexico, D. F. 


Dear Sır: At a recent meeting of the executive committee of the Societv of the 
American Colony of Mexico City, I was directed to inform your excellency of certain 
steps which have been taken by the Americans residing in this city and throughout 
the Republic, looking to your retention at vour present post of ambassador to Mexico. 

Prior to the presidential election in the United States, the Americans domiciled in 
Mexico generally entertained the hope that your excellency might be retained in your 

resent position, even though the political complexion of the administration in Wash- 
ington should be changed. 

Aiter the revolt which resulted in the overthrow of the Madero government, our 
nationals here became convinced that it was not only desirable but exsential, to the 
interests of our Nation and our people in Mexico, and to the conservation of existing 
cordial international relations, that no change be made in the diplomatic representa- 
tion of our government to this country. 

„Acting upon this conviction the American citizens here resclved to take action with 
‘view to the accomplishment. of this end. 

The firat step taken was to send a cablegram to President Wilson, on the 5th of March, 
apprising him of the conditions obtaining here, with the suggestion that your excellency 
be retained here, together with our reasons therefor. This cable was signed by a com- 
mittee of the leading American citizens in this city, as will be shown by the copy 
which is transmitted herewith. 

Thereafter it was deemed advisable that a committee be sent to Washington to call 
upon the President and the Secretary of State with view to laying before them more 
fully than could be done by cable, the facts in regard to this situation. This committee 
proceeded to Washington, called upon the President and the Secretary of State, and 
explained to them fully the conditions prevailing in this country at the present time, 
and suggested that in view cf your excellency’s long experience in the diplomatic 
service, your ample knowledge of the Mexican situation as a result of your three years’ 
service in this country, and especially in view of your knowledge of the conditions 
arising out of the overthrow of the Madero government, no change be made at this 
post at the present. time. 

At the request of the President and of the Secretary of State, the committee filed a 
memorandum with these gentlemen covering the sahent points brought ont in the 
interviews of the committee with them, a copy of which is transmitted herewith. 

Trusting that the action taken by vour nationals in the Republic will meet with 
your approval and assuring your excellency of my high respect and esteem, I am, 

ery sincerely, yours, 
GEORGE W. COOK, 
Chairman of the Executive Committee. 
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MEMORANDUM OF ARGUMENT. 


Before the Hon. William J. Bryan, Secretary of State, presented April 2, 1913, by a 
delegation sent by the American citizens of the city of Mexico to request of the 
Washington Government the retention of the Hon. Henry Lane Wilson, as American 
ambassador to Mexico. This memorandum was afterward left with the President. 
The chairman of the delegation addressed Mr. Secretary Bryan, as follows: 


“Mr. Secretary, the delegation which has the honor to address you for the purpose 
of requesting the retention of the Hon. Henry Lane Wilson in the post which he now 
occupies as American ambassador to Mexico, is composed of professional and business 
men who have been sent here for this specific purpose by the American citizens of the 
City of Mexico, as per our credentials which have already been laid before you. The 
mere fact that these gentlemen have been willing to undertake a journey of over 3,000 
miles, occupying seven days and seven nights, and have sacrificed their business 
interests and time to undertake this mission, is a substantial evidence of the sincerity 
of purpose and depth of conviction which has induced them to come on this errand. 

“If we request at your hands the retention of Ambassador Wilson, notwithstanding 
the recent change in the political administration at Washington, we realize that we 
must present to you sufficient and convincing reasons for our request, and must explain 
to you why we believe that no other American, be he ever so able and patriotic, can 
hope to exercise the same beneficent influence in connection with the existing critical 
state of affairs in Mexico, as can our present ambassador, Mr. Wilson. That sufficient 
and convincing reasons exist, no American citizen who passed through the horrors 
of the recent bombardment and who was cognizant of the events which were transpiring 
and the frightful possibilities of their tragic issue, will deny. 

“For the nine days prior to the last day of the bombardment the ambassador dedicated 
and limited his activities to efforts to ameliorate the horrible conditions prevailing in 
the Mexican capital; to rescuing Americans and other foreigners whose homes were 
within the zone of the heaviest firing: to providing succor and refuge for such American 
citizens as found themselves in want of food or shelter. owing to the sudden and un- 
expected outbreak of hostilities; to organizing a guard to patrol the district inhabited 
by Americans, and to be ready to offer assistance and protection in case of attack; 
to providing a suitable hospital with the requisite medical and nursing facilities tor 
any who might he wounded; to establishing banking facilities in the embassy for such 
Americans as might find themselves in need of funds: to organizing a corps of intrepid 
messengers for the carrying of cablegrams and letters from the embassy to the cable 
and post-offices in the heart of the city, which service was open to all Americans an 
foreigners: and for the transmission of messages from the diplomatic corps to the 
Mexican Government authorities and the leaders of the two hostile capsp: to allaying 
the fears and anxicties of his countrymen and giving them wise counsel as they gathere 
in large numbers day after day at the embassy: and the keeping in constant touch and 
communication with the other members of the diplomatic corps in the Mexican capital, 
who naturally looked to him as their dean for leadership. 

“The last day of the ‘bloody 10 days,’ as the period of the bombardment is now desig- 
nated by the Mexicans, was the critical day hich saw the arrest and imprisonment of 
President Madero and his cabinet. an event which created a situation giving rise to 
intense anxiety and well grounded fear for its results. The Mexican nation suddenly 
found itself practically without a government. A part of the Federal army under the 
control of Gen. Huerta was in possession of the palace and the greater part of the 
Mexican capital. Another part of the Federal army. headed by Gen. Felix Diaz. 
was still in possession of the arsenal, with its guns and large reserve stores of ammunl- 
tion. The residents of Mexico with direst forebodings breathlessly awaited the out- 
come. Would Gen. Huerta and Gen. Diaz come to a clash. continue their bom- 
bardment and fight out the battle to its bitter end, thus accentuating the dangers and 
prolonging the horrible situation already existing in the capital? Or could these two 
contending generals, up to this time embroiled in a fierce and bloody fight, be induced 
to come together to compose their differences and to arrive at an agreement which 
would put an end to the wretched spectacle of a battle in the heart of a capital city, 
begun without notice to noncombatants and continued without giving them a definite 
opportunity to withdraw trom the city to points of safety? Conditions in the city 
were becoming unbearable. The dead were unburied. and in some instances were 
burned in the streets. Provisions had soared skyward in price, and in many places 
could not be obtained at any price. Milk for the children, medical attention for the 
sick, religious consolation for the dying, all were diflicult to be obtained, The city 
was absolutely without police protection; water had been cut off in certain parts of the 
city; the sewers were blocked for lack of flushing: the streets at night were dark, ow- 
ing to the cutting and destruction of the electric wires; the working men were out of 
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employment and had not been paid; hunger riots were in prospect; looting had already 
begun; and in the absence of police protection the uprising of the mob with all its 
attendant horrors seemed inevitable. 

‘The cry on all sides among foreigners and Mexicans alike was, what can be done 
to save the situation? It was at this juncture that our American ambassador rose 
nobly to the demands of the occasion, demonstrated his great efficiency and ability 
and brought the two contending generals together in a conference at the American 
Embassy, the place designated by them both as the only place in which they were 
willing to meet for conference. This conference lasted for several hours, and at various 
critical points in the discussion it seemed inevitable that it was destined to break up 
without reaching the agreement so necessary for putting an end to a situation replete 
with horrors. It is a fact of common knowledge that the skillful mediation of our 
ambassador during these long hours of conference when everything hung in the bal- 
ance, and the personal confidence which he inspired in both the opposing generals, 
finally brought about the agreement between them which was then and there reduced 
to writing, read before witnesses summoned for that purpose, signed by Gens. Huerta 
and Diaz and delivered to the ambassador for safe keeping. | 

“This consummation so devoutly wished for by all the inhabitants of Mexico 

constituted a diplomatic triumph of the first order for our ambassador, not only by 
reason of the immediate results obtained, which were the cessation of the combat, 
the immediate renewal of the policing and min apal service of the city, the giving 
of an opportunity to the inhabitants who had left the city to return thereto and take 
up their peaceful occupations, the opening up of wavs and means to obtain food for 
the suffering people, the opportunity for the burial of the dead which had accumu- 
lated in such numbers as to threaten a pestilence, and the alleviation of all the horrors 
resultant upon the long continued hostilities, but over and above all, because the 
effective mediation of our ambassador, and the confidence which he inspired in Gens. 
Huerta and Diaz during the conduct of these negotiations, place him in a unique 
position in connection with the solution of all these difficulties and enable him, more 
than any other man possibly could, to exercise a strong moral influence upon all the 
parties to this agreement to carry it out in all its expressed and implied terms. 
-~ “Tf we are right in our deduction as above expressed, the prestige which our am- 
baseador in Mexico now enjoys with the parties in actual power and his personal 
acceptability to them and influence upon them render him indispensable to the sat- 
isfactory solution of the Mexican situation and the maintenance of peace so long as 
the present critical conditions in Mexico prevail. 

“Tt is a well-known fact in connection with the Mexican character that it is ex- 
tremely slow to give its confidence to an individual, but that once an individual has 
obtained that confidence, it is given to him in full measure, and carries with it a 
power to exercise influence which can not be transferred to a third party and is more 

otent in its effect than any authority or power which may be behind the personality. 
n other words, the personality and the personal equation are of the greatest impor- 
tance in dealing successfully with the Mexican people. 

“The fact that Mr. Wilson has for over three vears discharged the duties of American 
ambassador in Mexico gives him an experience that is invaluable under the existing 
circumstances, and which entirely differentiates him from any new man, however 
able, who might succeed him at the present time. The great value of this experience 
18 too patent to require further comment. 

_ We pass with a word the facts of the ambassador's long experience of over 16 vears 
in the American Diplomatic Service: his recognized ability and his fidelity and assi- 
duity in the discharge of his duties, amply attested by his dispatches to the State 
Department; his character as a cultivated gentleman of bread sympathies: and his 
accessibility to all his countrymen; the refined and elevating atmosphere of the 
embassy in Mexico; and the charming tact and social accomplishments of Mrs. Wilson, 

The facts above set forth and our deductions from them constitute the basis of our 
sincere and earnest belief that the retention of Mr. Henry Lane Wilson as American 
ambassador in Mexico, pending a satisfactory solution of the Mexican situation, will 
prove a most important factor not only in the protection of the lives and property of 
Americans and other foreigners in Mexico, but also in the continuance of the friendly 
International relations now existing between the two countries and the avoidance of 
any sudden and unfortunate event which might cause those relations to be strained 
or even ruptured, a contingency which would involve both countries in difficulties tco 
painful to contemplate. 

“Since our arrival in Washington our attention has been called to certain charges 
against Ambassador Wilson published in the public press. In Exhibit G, attached 
to this memorandum, we set forth these charges and our replies thereto. 
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“Mr. Secretary, in conclusion, permit us to say that as American citizens resident 
in the Republic of Mexico we highly appreciate the hospitality and good will of the 
Mexican people toward our fellow countrymen and ourselves personally, and recog- 
nize to the fullest extent the impropriety of our making any comment upon Mexican 
politics; and should anything we have said to vou herein be susceptible of a construc- 
tion contrary to such a view of the proprieties of the cases, we expressly disclaim any 
intention to that end. 

“Permit us to convey to you our thanks for your kind reception and attentive 
hearing. 


The facts in connection with the rebellion of February, 1913, which resulted in the 
overthrown of the government of President Madero by Gen. Felix Diaz are now 
historical, and are set forth in Exhibit A hereto attached. 

The conduct of the American ambassador, the Hon. Henry Lane Wilson, through- 
out the period of these revolutionary troubles was such as to win for him the highest 

raise not only from the Americans in Mexico, but also from the nationals of other 
oreign countries resident in Mexico and the Mexicans themselves. 

The universal appreciation of the undoubted fact that Ambassador Wilson, by his 
skillful and efficient handling of a most difficult situation, had been instrumental in 
bringing about a termination of the bombardment in the City of Mexico, thereby 
saving life and avoiding a continuation of the destruction of property, resulted in a 
call, issued by the president of the American colony, for a mass meeting of American 
citizens in Mexico. This mass meeting was the largest and most enthusiastic of any 
similar meeting ever held by Americans in Mexico, and after many eulogies upon the 
conduct of affairs by the ambassador during the bloody 10 days of the bombardment, 
appropriate and laudatory resolutions were unanimously passed, as set forth in Exhibit 
B hereto attached. 

In harmony with the same spirit which led to the call for the mass meeting, another 
call was issued to over 50 of the leading American citizens in Mexico City asking them 
to meet for a conference with a view to determining what action should be taken by 
them for the purpose of conserving the interests of the Americans in Mexico and the 
mutual welfare of that good feeling between both peoples (Americans and Mexicans). 
See Exhibit C hereto attached. : 

In pursuance to this call, some 50 American citizens met for conference, and after 
a prolonged discussion it was the unanimous opinion of this conference that it would 
be “highly conducive to the interests of Americans in Mexico and to the continuance 
of the extremely cordial relations now existing between the American and Mexican 
nations if the Hon. Henry Lane Wilson were to be continued in the position of Amer- 
ican ambassador near the Mexican Government, which position he has filled with 
such marked efliciency and with such great honor to his country. This opinion 
was embodied in a resolution which was unanimously adopted. See Exhibit D 
hereto attached. 

For the purpose of giving effect to the wishes of this conference, an executive com- 
mittee of 18 was appointed with power and with instructions to proceed in such manner 
as it might deem best to accomplish the object desired. See names of committee 1n 
Exhibit E, hereto attached. 

This executive committee at once prepared and eent the President of the United 
States a cablegram setting forth the views and wishes of the American citizens In 
Mexico in regard to the retention of the present ambassador, and likewise named & 
special delegation to proceed to Washington and lay before President Wilson and 
Secretary of State Bryan the view of the American citizens in Mexico on this subject, 
and their reasons therefor. The names of the delegation which came to Washington 
are set forth in Exhibit F, hereto attached. l 

Respectfully submitted. 

GEORGE W. Coox, Chairman. 


Mr. Witson. Also, all the ministers of Mexico City, Protestant and 
Catholic, and the British Colony, passed a resolution of thanks, and 
asked to have a copy of it sent to the President, and the Y. M. C. A. 
I should like to have those inserted. 

Mr. Kearruc. They will be inserted. 

(The matter above referred to is as follows:) 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 2271 


; Mexico, February 21, 1918. 
His Excellency Henry LANE Wilson, 


United States Ambassador, Mexico: 


_The undersigned, members of the British Colony in Mexico, beg to express their appre- 
cation for the able manner in which Mr. Wilson, United States ambassador, handled the 
delicate situation created by the recent disturbances in the City of Mexicar ‘and to 
thank him most sincerely for the help atforded to all foreigners by the emuassy, with- 
out distinction of nationality, and more especially to all Britishers: 

A.W. Donly, J. S. Campbell, Robert A. H. Watson, O. R. Shapp. W. S. 
Crombie, C. N. Mowag. H. Hensy, S. W. Goddard. R. P. Easton, 
Harwood H. Simpson, A. H. Hewet, Mr. Turner. C. B. Knocker, 
W. Hogg., A. J. Stuart, B. Voupy. Nyd. J. Smith, A. Chermside, C. H. 
Lloyd, F. Woodcock, D. Bankhart, D. Muirhead, P. C. Proveny, 
R. Rymer. H. J. Alexander, W. H. Gleadell, R. V. Gray, Hubert 
Earle, L. M. B. Bullock. Jas. F. Macnabb, Sebbon D. Baker, W. Chas, 
Price, F. W. Green, Arthur Williams, Jas. MeKinlay, W. S. Brooks, 
E. G. Aily. Harmer C. Sandifer, E. Wankeger, O. H. Harrison, J. W.S. 
Turner. 


LETTER FROM AMERICAN CLERGYMEN OF MEXICO CITY. 


Mexico City, March 15, 1918. 
Hon. Hexry LANE WILSON, 
United States Ambassador, Mexico City. 


Dear Sir: At a meeting of American clergymen of the City of Mexico, held this 
day. our attention was called by different members of the body to articles recently 
appearing in certain American newspapers. which very seriously and unjustly re- 
flected upon your character and official conduct during the trying and tragic ordeal 
through which we all passed in the month of February. 

Therefore we. the undersigned, desire to express our surprise and indignation at 
the tenor of such unjustifiable attacks, since it was known to us that you put forth 
extraordinary efforts to save the lives of the late unfortunate president and vice presi- 
dent of this Republic; that you offered your own hoine as a place of refuge to several 
branches of their respective families; that within four hours atter the fall of the Madero 
government. you summoned to the embassy Gens. Huerta and Diaz, chiefs of the forces 
contending in the city, and sueceeded in bringing them to an agreement which pro- 
duced an immediate cessation of hostilities and the speedy restoration of guarantees 
of life and property in the city; that during the combat you used your best influences 
to secure the establishment of a neutral zone and the cessation of hostilities within 
the city limita: that you, with the aid of the diplomatic corps, secured an armistice 
of 12 hours; and furthermore, that you established within the embassy a bureau for 
the asistance of refugees, an automobile service for the removal of noncombatants 
from the most dangerous sections of the city, branches of the cable and post office. a 
temporary bank. an emergency hospital. a bureau of supplies for your own wountry 
people, which good offices greatly alleviated the sufferings not only of Americans, 

ut many other foreigners, and not a few Mexicans: and that in all this humanitarian 
and Christ-like work vou were patiently and efliciently aided by Mrs. Wilson. 

We are also aware that your conduct in all these matters bas won for you the general 
and high appreciation of the American colony at large, to which we particularly 
desire to hereby add our expression of sincere gratitude and highest esteem. 

We are sending copies of this letter to the President of the United States, the Sun 
Bureau, Hearst papers. the Associated Press, and the Mexican Iferald. 

Faithfully, yours, 

John W. Butler, district superintendent Methodist Episcopal Church; 
R. C. Elliot. presiding elder Methodist Episcopal Church South; 
R. A. Carhart, missionary, Methodist Episcopal Church; Geo. H. 
Brewer. superintendent Baptist Mission; Rev. John A. Reis. pastor 
San Lorenzo Catholic Church; J. P. Hauser, district superintendent 
Methodist Episcopal Church; Sidney M. Conger, pastor Union Evange- 
listic Church, member of the Presbytery of Otsego; Rev. Edmund A, 
Neville, M. A. (Oxon). rector Christ Church; Rev. F. E. McGuire, 
pastor Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church. 
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Resolution adopted by the board of directors of the Young Men’s Christian Association 


of the City of Mexico, at their regular meeting on Thursday, April 10, and recorded 
— in their minutes. 

“~-\Vhereas it is the sense of this meeting that the attitude of the Hon. Henry Lane 
Wion., ambassador cf the United States to this Republic of Mexico, always con- 
sistei4lv maintained and especially during the recent period of keen and critical 
tension Ta this city. has heen wise, patriotic and unselfish and has been such in our 
judgment as to belie certain uncharitable and unfair attacks of which he has been, 
and is being, made the victim, be it unanimously 


Resolved, That the members of this board cordially sympathize with the ambassador 
in the premises and that an expression of their renewed confidence be extended to him. 
Resolved, also, That copies of this resolution be sent to His Excellency, the Presi- 

dent of the United States, to Hon. Henry Lane Wilson and to the press. 
Thomas Philips. president; Guillermo B. Puga, vice president; Luis 
Alvares Leon, Sec. de actas: S. W. Rider, J. E. Dennison, R. M. Rav- 
mond, W. A. Price treasurer; P. H. L. King, R. Williamson, W. W. 
Blake. Dr. Antonio Orozco. G. J. Babcock, general secretary; A. 

Aldasoro. 


Mr. KearFtL. Was there any dissenting voice from any quarter? 

Mr. WıLson. None; absolutely none. 

Mr. Krarrut. What then occurred with reference to the organiza- 
tion of the Government ? 

Mr. Witson. Immediately after the general agreement between 
Diaz and Huerta—which was approved by Planquet, or otherwise it 
could not have been secs nl formal procedure was taken to 
carry out the agreement which had been reached in the embassy, 
which was to seat Huerta in the presidency with a Felix Diaz cabinet. 

Mr. KearFruL. What were the provisions of the Mexican constitu- 
tion as to the procedure? | 

Mr. Witson. The Mexican constitution provides that in the event 
of the death of the President or his inability to discharge the duties | 
of the office, or his resignation, the minister of foreign affairs shall 
assuine the office, and that in the event. of his death, inability, or | 
resignation the minister of gobernacion shall fill the office. Jn this 
instance Lascurain was minister of foreign affairs, and, as Madero | 
resigned the presidency in writing and his resignation was submitted 
to Congress, which accepted it, Lascurain became, by the operation 
of the Mexican constitution, President. He assumed the oflice of | 
President, going through the formula usual upon such occasions, and | 


then appointed lluerta his minister of gobernacion. Then he re- 
signed, and Huerta came into the presidency through the regular 
operation of the Mexican constitution, and later his elevation to the 
presidential chair was approved by the unanimous vote of Congress, 
without a dissenting voice. 

Mr. KrarruL. You spoke of the resignation of the President. 
Did you intend to nol also theVice President ? 

Mr. Witson. Yes; both of them resigned. 

Mr. Kearrut. At the time that Iluerta became President in the | 
manner you have described, where were Madero and Pino Suarez, | 
the President and Vice President ? 

Mr. WILSON. In prison. 

Mr. KEARFUL. ‘They were alive at that time ? | 

Mr. Winson. Oh, yes; they were alive. They were alive four or 
five days afterwards. 1 may say here that when Madero was first | 
incarcerated in prison I immediately sent a card through one of the 
embassy messengers, Harry Berliner, to Huerta, in which I urged 


——_ 


—————_——— 
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him to do everything that was necessary to protect the lives of 
Madero and Suarez. This request I made repeatedly, once under 
instructions from Washington, but much oftener on my motion. 

Mr. Kearrut. What assurances did you have that they would 
receive protection ? | 

Mr. Wilson. Absolute. After one of these visits to Huerta I 
returned to the embassy with the German minister. Upon my 
arrival there Mrs. Madero, who was in the embassy with her brother, 
asked me to send a telegram to Washington requesting the good 
offices of the American Government in saving the life of Madero. 
Although I believed this telegram to be addressed to me and not to 
the American Government, J did forward it to Washington. At the 
same time Mrs. Madero asked our good offices in obtaining the trans- 
fer of the ex-President from the palace prison to some prison where 
he would have more comfortable quarters. I had already remon- 
strated against the treatment accorded him in keeping him impris- 
oned in this small cell. We had just seen Gen. Huerta and had urged 
_ upon him with insistence, and he had given us a positive guaranty 
that the life of Madero would be protected—that is, his personal 
cuaranty—at the same time saying to us that there were men about 
him who wanted the life of Madcro from motives of revenge, these 
men and their families having suffered at the hands of the Madero 
family during Madero’s presidency. He said, however, that he had 
no grievance whatever against Madero, that he never received any- 
thing but kindness at his hands, and that his great problem was to 
get him out of the country and get him out of the situation entirely. 

He then showed us telegrams which had been exchanged between 
members of the Madero family and Gen. Velasco, I think at Orizaba— 
it was one of those places between Mexico City and Vera Cruz— 
urging this general to rise when a train which Huerta had agreed to 
give the entire Madero family and Madero himself for the purpose 
of leaving Mexico, should pass through. This train was actually 
lighted and standing at the station with the Madero family in it 
awaiting the arrival of the president, when they discovered these 
telegrams. Then the whole nine was revoked. 

Mr. Kranrut The telegrams showed that there was projected 
uprising to rescue Madero? 

Mr. Wilson. Yes: to liberate him on the line through which the 
train was to pass. Is that made clear by what I have said ? 

Mr. KEARFUL. Yes, sir. 
_ Mr. Witson. Then Huerta said: “What can I do with him? He 
is loco”’—meaning, he is crazy—‘‘and he is under the control of 
other dangerous persons.” When we went back to him, at the re- 
quest of Mrs. Madero, he gladly accepted our recommendation to 
remove Madero to the military prison, and on that night he was 
taken out of prison along with Pino Suarez, the vice president, and 
while the automobile was en route to the military prison it was 
attacked, whether by friends or enemies of Madero I have never 
been able to establish; but, in the skirmish which resulted, the officer 
in charge of Madero shot him and Pino Suarez, the vice president. 
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LETTER FROM ADMIRAL VON HINTZE, GERMAN MINISTER TO CHINA, TO MR. HENRY 
LANE WILSON. 


[Pekxinc, Cura], Janunry 8, 1916. 


My Drar Mr. AMBAssapDoR: By a lucky chance. vour letter dated trom the sth 
of November dropped on my desk. I was rather surprised, as generally ‘‘my friend 
the enemy” is trying his very best to get hold of my correspondence, and succecds 
extremely well. l wonder whether he simply enjoys reading letters meant for me 
or whether he answers them as well. 1t’s a strange world nowadays, and though, as 
rou know, not in the slightest sentimental, I can not help sometimes sighing a little 
fit when thinking of my English friends of former days. Do they condemn such 
questionable proceedings as some of their countrymen are indulging in—as undoubt- 
edly they would have done in former days —or do they yell with the mob? Well, 
well, 1 shall stop asking questions and take to sighing again; it helps digestion. We 
have had a jolly good time in Mexico, my dear Mr. Ambassador, and you are mistaken 
in recommending me to walk the more prosaic, if less exciting, paths of diplomacy, 
Diplomacy, that dear old lady, does but little appeal to me, and dare say, conliden- 
tially. 1 take her for ag old and mossy as Methusala’s donkey. We have outgrown 
the old-fashioned diplomacy of the teacup and the petticoat and the back stairs, and 
1 fervently hope we shall tread upon another sort of international intercourse whose 
principle may be ‘straightforward, plain, and live and let live.” I plunged here 
Into another revolution and enjoy it. One day they will cut my threat—the enemy 
is deadly set against me-—and I hope I shall bear it with the accustomed satirical 
erin. Now, then, here too they are out to chase a president. I try to help him as 
best I can. which is not much, but very little less ne sometimes more than the honor- 
able colleagues can or will do. I remember the time of poor Madero, an idealist 
reformer and a courageous man. I remember very well Thursday, the L9th of Febru- 
ary, 1913, when early in the morning J called on vou and found you and Mrs. Wilson, 
after a short dialogue, enthusiastic over the necessity of saving the life of unfortunate 
Madero, We went together to the palace and saw Gen. Huerta, and we got from him 
his word of honor as a caballero and a soldier to protect the life of his abated ee 
We got some more promises. Do you remember that I told you when we reached your 
embassy: ‘‘In future days vou will realize that by to-day's action you have added 
a laurel wreath to the crown of the United States"? You have, and I am sure you 
and every American is proud of it. My warmest and kindest regarde to Mrs. Wilson. 
How good and sweet and calm she was in all those exciting days. 

Believe me, my dear Mr. Ambassador, 

Yours, very sincerely, 
Von HINTZE. 


(Thereupon, at 12.20 o'clock p. m., a recess was taken until 2 
o'clock p. m.) 
AFTER RECESS. 


Mr. KearruL. What were the relations between President Madero 
and Francisco Villa ? 

Mr. Witson. Of the exact character of the relations I have no 
definite knowledge, but they were friendly. After Madero had been 
installed in power, and at the time Orozco arose against him in rebel- 
lion on the northern border, after the battle of Escalon, which resulted 
in the retreat of Orozco, who believed that he was defeated, and the 
retreat of the other side, believing that they were defeated, and the 
suicide of Sallas, the federal general, Madero, dispatched Huerta to 
take command of the forces in the north, and when Huerta proceeded 
north his army was joined by Villa who had been a notorious bandit 
up to that time, but who had received a commission either as colonel 
or general in the Mexican army from Madero. 

Immediately after identifying himself with the army of Huerta, 
Villa separated from the command with his forces, and began plunder- 
ing estates and mines wherever he could reach them. Most of those 
mines and estates in the northern part of Mexico are American, and 
my attention, of course, was immediately called to what was being 
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done by urgent messages from consuls and from individuals. I took 
up, the matter with Madero who expressed grave doubts as to the 
reliability of my information, stating that Villa was a patriot and that 
these stories were invented. E 

I made a second investigation upon this suggestion, and confirmed 
entirely the opinion I had received in the first instance, When I 
laid this before the president, he again expressed doubt, and I inti- 
mated to him that he was assuming a very serious responsibility, 
because, if our American people in northern Mexico found it impossi- 
ble to obtain protection from the Mexican Government, they would 
resort to their own Government, and I would be obliged to recommend 
favorable consideration of their petition for protection from our own 
Government, at the same time insisting again that Villa should be 
arrested and tried by a court-martial 

The president was greatly perturbed by my attitude in the matter, 
but finally said he would have him tried by court-martial, and in- 
structions were’sent at once to Huerta. Huerta presided over the 
court-martial which tried Villa, and found him guili and sentenced 
him to be shot at daybreak. Madero then interfered and commuted 
his sentence to imprisonment in the military penitentiary of Mexico 
City, and he was sent there, and remained there for a year, and escap- 
ing just prior to the overthrow of Madero, in point of fact, was in 
rebellion against Madero when Madero was overthrown, and then 
immediately changed the character of his revolt to one of protest 
against Huerta. ‘That is the story. 

Mr. Krarruut. What was the characte? of your relations with Ma- 
dero, as to their being satisfactory or otherwise, when you were under 
the necessity of making representations to him? 

Mr. Witson. When the Madero administration came into power 
my attitude toward the administration was as it should have been, 
entirely sympathetic and friendly, and during the time Mr. Calero 
was in charge of the foreign office I gave very frequent evidences of 
my aymipaihy and desires of assisting the Government to mect the 
difficult problems with which it had to contend. For instance, I 
think I had a very great deal of influence in securing the legislation 
necessary to bring about a change in our neutrality laws, which had 

ampered our Government for some time in discharging its obliga- 
tions toward the Mexican Government through the protection of the 
border. I exchanged quite a voluminous correspondence with Mem- 
bers of the Senate and with the Department of State, and I think I 
had quite a considerable influence in bringing about the necessary 
change in our neutrality laws which enabled the President to prevent 
the organization of an armed rebellion on our border against Madero. 

Mr. Krarrut. His action was very favorable to the Madero Gov- 
ernment ? | 
_ Mr. Witson. Yes. In addition to that I assisted very materially 
in obtaining the transfer of troops over American soil, a privilege 
which I disapproved of but which I thought was necessary to save 
the Madero A a h as, if they had been obliged to move solely 
on the soil of Mexico, railway transportation could not have been 
obtained. Mr. Calero and Mr. Lascurain, who were ministers of for- 
eign affairs during the time of Madero, know that my attitude was 
friendly and that I desired to assist them always; the record shows 
that and their letters to me show that. 
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Mr. KEaRFUL. Did you ever take any action, in your official ca- 
pacity or otherwise, to hamper the government of Madero in any way ! 

Mr. Witson. Never. During the latter stage of the Madero gov- 
ernment I became very much dissatisfied with the attitude of the 
administration with reference to the interests of Americans in Mexico 
and with reference to the protection of American rights, and I was 
obliged to take a very firm and very positive A: 

Mr. KearFuL. What were the facts that justified that attitude on 
your part ? | 

Mr. Witson. The enormous destruction of American property 
throughout the confines of the Republic, and the very great destruc- 
tion of American life in every part of the Republic. The incident 
which brought about the direct coolness between the Madero admin- 
istration and the embassy came from the discharge of the American 
railway employees by the Madero Government. In that matter the 
administration of Madero acted in distinctly bad faith with me, as I 
had a direct promise that the language regulations which were in- 
jurious to the American railway employees would not be enforced. 

his was a fact that was fully known to the railway employees and 
to the National Railway Association in the United States, which 
afterwards passed resolutions of a very complimentary character 
ap ie: Olan I had done for the railway employees in Mexico. I 
asked to have a copy of these regulations inserted here. 


Whereas the Hon. Henry Lane Wilson, ambassador of the United States to Mexico, 
has, since his incumbency of that office. shown splendid ability and great patriotism 
in his work in behalf of citizens of the United States, many of whom are conductors, 
and has in all proper ways possible given his earnest and efficient help to them, with 
the result that the citizens of the United States now residing in that country are 
receiving that consideration and protection which they should have: Therefore be tt 


Resolved, That the American conductors of Mexico and of the Thirty-third Grand 
Division of the Order of Railway Conductors do hereby thank the Hon. Henry Lane 
Wilson for his prompt and able labors in their behalf: and be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to the President of the 
United States. Hon. W. H. Taft; the Secretary of State. Hon. Philander C. Knox, 
and to the United States ambassador to Mexico, Hon. Henry Lane Wilson. i 


A. B. GARRETSON, 
President Order of Railway Conductors. 


W. J. MAXWELL, 
Grand Secretary and Treasurer Order of Railway Conductors. 


OrpeER oF RarLwaY CONDUCTORS, 
MONTEREY DIVISION No. 432, 
Monterey, N. F. Mexico, April 30, 1911. 
Meets every Saturday 3 p. m. 

Hon. Wituram H. Tarr, 

President United States, Washington, D. C. 
Hon. Priranper C. Knox, 

Secretary of State, United States, Washington, D. C. 
Hon: Henry Lane WItson, 

Ambassador United States, Mexico, D. F. 


GENTLEMEN: The following resolution from Guadalajara Division No. 540 of the 
Order of Railway Conductors is the reason for this communication to you jointly: 
“ Whereas it has been reported in the press of Mexico and the United States that the 
Hon. Henry Lane Wilson, ambassador of the United States to Mexico, contem- 
plates resigning his position and leaving the Republic; and 


_ 
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“Whereas the Hon. Henry Lane Wilson has shown himself admirably fitted for the 
position he now holds, in that he has exerted every effort to protect the rights 
and property of American citizens residing in Mexico and has splendidly main- 
tained the dignity of the United States, therefore be it. 

“ Resolved, by Division 540, Order Railway Conductors, That we most respectiully 
ask the Hon. Henry Lane Wilson to reconsider any intention of resigning the post of 
ambassador of the United States in Mexico, and that we earnestly urge the Hon. 
Philander C. Knox that every effort be used to retain Mr. Wilson in the position he 
now occupies.” 

A. W. EARNEST, 
Secretary and Treasurer. 


At a regular meeting of Monterey Division No. 432, Order Railway Conductors, the 
above resolution was unanimously approved and I was instructed to forward copies 
of this approval and indorsement to the honorable gentlemen to whom this com- 
munication is addressed. 

Assuring you of our best wishes, I am, 

Yours, truly, 


C. P. Bezanson, 
Secretary- Treasurer Monterey Division No. 432. 


Mr. KEaRFUL. It is so ordered. What further attitude of Madero 
and his Government caused dissatisfaction in your mind ? 

Mr. WıLsox. With reference to me? 

Mr. KEARFUL. Yes. 

Mr. WıLson. I do`not know of anything. 

Mr. Kearrut. You stated that during the close of the period of 
Madero’s government you were dissatisfied with the treatment that 
you received. 

Mr. Witson. The only things that caused dissatisfaction was the 
sharp character of the notes which I addressed the Government. 
Those were very sharp, but they were made necessary by the situation 
which existed. 

Mr. Kearrut. Were you satisfied with the action taken in response 
to your recommendations of various sorts ? 

Mr Wrison. No. 

Mr. KEarFuL. What were some of the actions that illustrated the 
attitude of Madero and his government? - 

Mr. Witson. Well, Americans were se) frequently thrown into 
prison. I think during the time [of Madero] I was there, 175 Americans 
were thrown into prison, from motives of greed or revenge, and each 
case I made a very careful examination and was unable to find that 
there was any justification for their arrest and their imprisonment. 

In consequence I asked insistently that they might be released on 
bond, and not be kept in prison during the long periods which exist 
between arrest and trial under the Mexican law. I was not very 
successful in making any impression or accomplishing any results in 
this direction, and the feeling that Americans were being unjustly 
imprisoned in filthy jails and kept there without any reason what- 
soever naturally occasioned the vigor of statement contained in the 
notes which I addressed to the Mexican Government, and which on 
that account was not pleasing to the Government. Some of these 
notes were addressed under direct instructions from Washington, and 
some of them were addressed without instructions. The Washington 
Government, under President Taft, fully understood the situation in 
Mexico and was moving rapidly into direction of its solution by 
vigorous methods, but the brevity of the life of the administration of 
President Taft after the situation became really serious made it im- 
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possible for the President to carry out the intentions which he had 
with reference to the situation there. 

Mr. KearruL. What was the feeling in Mexico among the thinking 
classes with reference to the death of Madero? 

Mr. Witson. The death of Madero made no impression whatsoever 
in Mexico. It was taken by Mexican public opinion as a necessary 
and usual consequence of an overthrow. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You have spoken of Calero, who was the first minis- 
ter of foreign relations under Madero, and later ambassador to 
Washington, and, after his resignation, senator in the Mexican 
Congress. 

Mr. WILSON. Always a senator. 

Mr. Kearrut. And his name was Manuel Calero ? 

' Mr. Witson. Yes. 

Mr. Kearrut. He wrote a book? 

Mr. Witson. Yes; entitled, ‘‘The Mexican Policy of President 
Woodrow Wilson, as it appears to a Mexican,” and on page 11 he says: 

The men who killed Madero did not assassinate any president, but a man who had 
ceased to be such. Assassinations of a political character are only a natural fruit of the 
turbulent Latin-American politics. As the governments of these countries subsist 
only on condition of not having active enemies, Latin-American presidents often 
resort to assassinations as a means to maintain peace and conserve their power. It 
would be easy to cite the names of actual presidents in Central and South American 
States who have used and are using homicide as a means of ridding themselves of their 
enemies. Mr. Carranza, the protégé of President Wilson, employs this means with 
astonishing frequency, in the guise of punishment for alleged treason, or of military 
necessity. 

Mr. Kearrvut. Is that in accordance with your understanding of 
politic s in Latin-American countries, including Mexico? 

Mr. Wirtson. With some modification. Mr. Calero’s statement 
would not apply in the case of Chile, the Argentine, Brazil, Costa 
Rica, and possibly Salvador. In the case of Mexico, no man has 
ever been elected President since the revolution against Spain. 


Every President there has been shot in or shot out of power. A 
\ p 


revolution is an election. 

As to the death of Madero, which has been a subject of a good deal 
of controversy, it was not, in my judgment, brought about by Huerta, 
but by two, and perhaps three, individuals closely connected with 
his official family. The names of these individuals I do not mention 
because my evidence is wholly circumstantial, and because I have 
no desire to involve these gentlemen on mere circumstantial suspicion. 
To my distinct knowledge, Huerta did not desire the death of Madero. 
I am further cognizant of the circumstance that he was deeply 
shocked and surprised by his death. The inside facts with regard 
to the death of Madero were put in my possession by Francisco de la 
Barra, former provisional President ot Mesto and minister of foreign 
affairs under Diaz and Huerta. 

Mr. KEARFUL. And ambassador to Washington ? l 

Mr. Winsox. And ambassador to Washington, a very highly 
cultivated and very humane man, whose opinion I would accept upon 
almost any matter of fact. But whosoever is guilty of the deat 1 of 
Madero, that guilt extends only to responsibility for an homicide, 
and an homicide only, because at the time Madero was murdered or 
killed he was not President of Mexico, but simply a Mexican citizen. 
His death, therefore, however repugnant to all codes of civilization, 
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should have concerned us from a political standpoint no more than 
the death of any other Mexican citizen, especially at a time when we 
were overlooking the death by murder of hundreds of American 
- citizens in Mexico. | 

Mr. Kearrun. Mr. Calero gives his conception of the foundation 
of the Latin-American colonies on page 10 of his book, as follows, 
with reference to Huerta: | 

The proceeding followed by Huerta was not of his invention; it is one which has 
prevailed in the countries that are found south of the Rio Grande and which is still 
applied and will continue to be applied for many long years in the greater part of 
hem. The temperament, the economic factors, the political traditions, the want of 
preparation for self-government and, more than all, the decisive intluence which is 
exercised by the mass of Indians, completely ignorant and illiterate, who form the 
overwhelming majority of the population—all this explains the difference in political 
methods between those countries and the more favored ones of this continent, 


Further on he says: 


Was n't tne proceeding of Huerta the same as that which. a few dave ofterwards, 
was applied in Peru when a military chief headed an uprising cf his soldiers and took 
possession of the person of President Billinghurst and imprisoned him in the peni- 
tentiary? The new Peruvian Government, born in this manner out cf } etraval and 
of military revolt, has been nevertheless, recognized by all—-including Pre-ident 


Wilsen. 


Is that, in your judgment, a correct statement of the basis of 
erence politics, and an accurate statement of what occurred 
in Peru? 

Mr. Witson. It is an accurate statement of what occurred in 
Peru, with the addition that the minister of war was murdered. 

Mr. Krearrut. Do you agree with Mr. Calero’s conception of the 
basis of Latin-American politics ? 

Mr. Witson. Yes; when it is applied to certain States, but the 
grading of Latin-American States is very different. Chile and the 
Argentines are very high types of the evolution of Latin-American 
popular government. This may also be said of Brazil, of Costa Rica, 
and very largely of Salvador. Wherever the Indian element pre- 
dominates, as it does in nearly all of the Latin-American States, the 
tendency to anarchy and revolution is very marked. In strict 
Justice, 1t is always necessary to accept certain States rather than to 
include them in a general and sweeping statement. In the case of 
Mexico, Mr. Calero’s description is accurate. In no other place else 
in the world has there been more turbulence and more violent over- 
turnings of government. Every man who obtained power obtained 
it by violence and finished his career in exile, by the dagger, or in the 
dungeon. This has been true from the time of the revolution against 
Spain passing down through a motley crew of vulgar tyrants, includ- 
ing Santa Ana and the presidents who have ruled since Diaz was 
overthrown. : 

Mr. Kearrut. What action was taken by you to cooperate with 
Huerta ? ; 

Mr. Witson. You will have to make that question a little clearer. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Looking toward the recognition of Huerta as the 
head of a de facto government with which you would have to deal? 

Mr. Witson. With reference to his recognition ? 

Mr. Kearrutr. Yes. 

Mr. Wixson. I might state, in order to make this point clear, that 
I never had any acquaintance with Huerta, and never had seen him 
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until I met him in the presence of the president during the Decena 
Tragica, and I had never known Felix Diaz or Gen. Blanquet, or 
seen him prior to the Decena Tragica. During the bombardment of 
the city, through the medium of messengers, [ made an attempt 
twice to see Huerta for the purpose of getting the benefit of his 
influence with the president to abate the horrible situation which 
existed in the city, but, as a matter of fact, I never saw him and never 
was able to discuss the matter with him at all. After Madero was 
overthrown and Huerta assumed office, I think 14 days were left to 
the Republican administration of President Taft. I think I am 
right. 

Mr. Kearrut. From the 18th of February to the 4th of March? 

Mr. Witson. Yes. The disposition of the Washington adminis- 
tration under President Taft and Secretary Knox was to accept 
my recommendations upon all questions. In other words, they 
followed the embassy. As soon as Huerta had come into power 
and assumed the presidency, in accordance with the formula of the 

h Mexican constitution, I recommended a reasonable delay in his 
recognition, for specific reasons. At that time there had been before 
the chancelleries of the United States and Mexico for vears five or 
six questions which we were endeavoring to have settled, but with 
very little success. All of our representations with reference to the 
justice of the claims were interpreted by the Mexican Government 
as attempts to infringe on their sovereignty which, of course, is & 
very casy method of escaping responsibility. This was true of the 
administration of Gen. Diaz as well as of the administration of 
Madero. 

These five questions related, first, to the Chamizal question, 
which concerned the title to a large part of the city of El Paso, which 
had been thrown on to the American side by a change in the bed of 
the Rio Grande River. 

Another was the Colorado River question, a question which related 
to the right of Americans to protect themselves from the Mexican 
side against Inundations, a very important question, as you perhaps 
know, affecting all the people, all through that section. <A third was 
the Tlahualilo cotton estates question wherein an American corpora- 
tion operating the largest cotton estate in the world had been de- 
prived illegally of its water rights. 

The fourth was the question of damages growing out of the revolu- 
tion, for which the Mexican Government was responsible under a 
strict interpretation of international law. 

The fifth was the question of damages growing out of the revolution 
for which the Mexican Government was not responsible under a 
strict interpretation of international law, but which had the character 
of claims usually settled upon the ground of international amity. _ 

I suggested to the Government at Washington that I thought 1t 
would be convenient to withhold recognition, although assuming 1t 
would be eventually accorded, until I could get these five questions 
settled to the satisfaction of our Government. I got a settlement 
in principle of the Tlahualilo case, the Chamizal case, the Colorado 
River case, the question of damages growing out of the revolution 
for which the Government of Mexico was responsible under a strict 
interpretation of international law, but I failed in the fifth, which 
was the question of damages which are usually settled upon the 
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ground of international amity. These were to be adjudicated 
through an international court to be created by the joint action of 
the United States and Mexico, and perhaps other States. The Mexi- 
can Government was very reluctant to agree to this, although I was 
joined in the demand by the representatives of all the powers ac- 
credited to Mexico. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You mean the Huerta government ? | 

Mr. Witson. Yes, the Huerta government. I was jomed in this 
request by representatives of all the powers. The lack of disposition 
on the part of the Huerta government to accord this demand grew 
primarily out of the circumstance that it would have had to accord 
the same privileges to Mexican citizens, and it was thought the 
Government would be swamped. Later on thev began to believe 
that they would get more lenient treatment from the incoming 
Wilson administration than they had received from the old one. 

Mr. KearFuL. You mean the Wilson administration, as compared 
with the Taft administration ? | 

Mr. Winson. Yes: and therefore they did not move as rapidly on 
that question as they might have done, had they known what was 
coming. l may say here that the Department of State, under Mr. 
Knox, recognized—-and that recognition is of record—-the legal char- 
acter of the installation of the Huerta government. That is of 
record in the confidential dispatches of the Department. of State. 
Beyond this circumstance, Mr. Knox said to me in a poon con- 

-versation that if all these questions had been settled, if the program 
which I had myself made the basis for recognition had been carried 
out, he would have recommended the recognition of Huerta to 
President Taft even as late as 10 o’clock on the morning of March 4. 

Further than that, Mr. Taft has stated, in an address before the 
National Bar Association, I think, that a great blunder had been 
committed when the recognition of Huerta was not accorded, and 
there is not the slightest doubt in the world that the Taft administra- 
tion would have recognized Huerta. It had already recognized the 
legality of the installation of his government, and by logical sequence 
it would have been obliged to eventually accord recognition. 

That was the situation when Mr. Wilson’s administration came into 
power. l 

Mr. KEAaRrFUL. You say you were successful in obtaining agreement 
upon four of the principal points. You mean that there was a tenta- 
tive agrbement which never resulted in a treaty ? 

Mr. Wiisox. An agreement in principle. The details were nevor 
worked out, but thev agreed without exception that the principles 
upon which we had based our contention were right. | 

Mr. Kearruu. But that agreemont was not made effective? 

Mr. Witson. It was in the Tlahualilo case, I think. Of course, 
when the Wilson administration came in it immediately assumed the 
position that everything that had been done by the prior adminis- 
tration was wicked, and as this attitude involved the settlement of 
these questions, the excellent results which had been achieved were 
lost. The different positions which had heen secured by diplomatic 
action should have heen rigidly maintained by the incoming Wilson 
administration, but I believe our entire position was abandoned until 
Mr. Lansing reversed the position which had been taken by Mr. 
Bryan and assumed, [ believe, with some vigor the position that this 
matter was res adjudicata. 


a eens, 
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Mr. Kearrut. What, if any, steps did you take to strengthen 
Huerta’s power in order to assist him in pacifying the country ! 

Mr. Wilson. It seemed to me that aside from any doubts | might 
have had, or any one else might have had, as to the character of 
Huerta, that the maintenance of his position as chief executive of 
the nation was absolutely essential to the peace of the country. M 
view was that if his government fell chaos would result, and I ae 
ingly, on my own initiative, not under instructions of the Depart- 
ment of State, by telegrams to our consuls, endeavored to secure 
acquiescence in the change of government, simply by unofficial 
advice through the consuls in different parts of Mexico. These facts 
were all reported to Washington, and afterwards approved fully by 
the Taft administration, which considered them as humanitarian 
transactions, and in the interests of peace. 

Mr. KrarFruL. What was actually done with reference to recog- 
nition of President Huerta on your part and by the American Gov- 
ernment ? 

Mr. Wirson. During Mr. Tafts administration nothing but de 
facto recognition existed. He was there, and that made de facto 
recognition essential. 

Mr. Kearrvei. You were authorized to deal with him as the de 
facto head of the government ? | 

Mr. Witson. I was not instructed to deal with him either in a de 
facto or de jure character, but simply instructed, and that instruc- 
tion went on after Mr. Bryan took charge of foreign affairs. 

Mr. KEarFuL. That appears in the documents of the State Depart- 
ment ? 

Mr. Wirson. Oh, yes; I was instructed every day, almost every 
hour, to demand protection for American citizens and Americans’ 
interest from a government which the Wilson administration refuse 
to recognize. Of course, the whole policy of the administration 
with reference to Mexico was founded upon the President's announce- 
ment of doctrine that ‘governments founded upon violence woul 
not be recognized.” Having announced that doctrine, to maintain 
consistency, it was necessary for the administration to attempt the 
overthrow of Huerta, and following the principle enjoined by this 
doctrine they were led deeper and deeper into the mire, and in the 
end became responsible for the chaos which existed in Mexico. 

Mr. Kearrct. What was the action of the other principal gov- 
ernments of the world with reference to the recognition of Huerta? 

Mr. Witson. They all recognized the government of Huerta, 
with the exception of Brazil and Chile. These Governments with- 
held their recognition out of deference to me, as I so requested them, 
and not to take precedence of us. At that time I thought our 
Government would follow the example of European powers. Great 
Britain, France, Germany, and all of the States of Europe recognized 
the government of Huerta. Our Government and the two Govern- 
ments named were the only exceptions. Further than that, I ought 
to say that the diplomatic corps in Mexico City held a mecting, with- 
out my knowledge—that is to say, they advised me they were going 
to mect, and invited me to be present. T refused on the ground that 
I had not the confidence of my own Government. And at this 
meeting they took up the matter of the international court, and 
approved my position, but they went further and drew up identic 
telegrams to be sent to their different Governments, urging them to 
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instruct their representatives in Washington to say to our Govern- 
ment either to recognize Huerta or come down and make that peace 
which they refused to allow Huerta to make. This correspondence 
was, of course, couched in diplomatic language. 

Mr. KearFuL. You were not in Mexico City at the time they did 
that, were you? 

Mr. Witson. No; I was not in Mexico City. I was in Vera Cruz. 

Mr. KearFrut. What was the occasion of your going to Vera Cruz? 

Mr. Witson. The celebration of the Fourth of July in Mexico is 
always a very important event, and all of the diplomatic corps are 
invited, and the Peda and his cabinet. The celebration con- 
tinues the entire day and evening. IĮ usually upon those occasions, 
as ambassador, represented the colony and the President repre- 
sented Mexico, and complimentary speeches were exchanged about 
our countries. Mr. Bryan seemed concerned about this situation 
and thought that my joining in this ceremony would be equivalent 
to a recognition of Huerta and he sent me down to Vera Cruz to 
celebrate the Fourth óf July on a battleship. During my absence 
the celebration went on just the same, and at the same time the 
diplomatic corps held this meeting and determined on the course of 
sending identic dispatches to their Governments. 

At that time President Wilson had in Mexico a confidential repre- 
sentative by the name of William Bayard Hale, who was conducting 
some sort of a detective work there. I do not know the exact charac- 
ter of it. At any rate, when I reported to Washington the meeting 
of the diplomatic corps and the action that had been taken by it, the 
Washington Government immediately telegraphed, as I have been 
told by members of the American colony—I do not know this—to 
William Bayard Hale to investigate the facts, and he reported to 
. Washington, as I have been told by members of the American colony 
who have talked with him, that the meeting of the diplomatic corps 
and its action on this occasion had been instigated by me. 

Mr. Krarruv. Was that the truth? 

Mr. Witson. It was absolutely untrue. Not only was it untrue, 
but the action taken was very distasteful to me as it was done without 
my knowledge. I was in favor of recognition, but I did not approve 
the action of the diplomatic corps in a matter as vital as that, and 
which concerned me so closely, without advising me of it. i 
Wiliam Bayard Hale reported as I have been told that I had insti- 
gated this thine: I do not make this as an absolute statement. As 
the result of this telegram to the Government at Washington, the 
President called me north, as the telegram said, ‘for consultation 
with reference to the Mexican situation.” 

Mr. KEARFUL. Let us go back a little. What was the disposition 
of President Huerta with reference to furnishing protection to 
foreigners and their lives and property and maintaining order ? 

Mr. Witson. Excellent. 

Mr. KearFruL. What success did he have in that line? 

Mr. Wiuson. I have no complaint to make of the action of the 
Huerta Government while I was there. The action of the govern- 
ment, in response to remonstrances or complaints of any kind, was 
instantaneous, energetic, and even better than that of the Diaz 
government. 
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Mr. Kearrut. What was the feeling 

Mr. Witson. The attitude of Huerta toward the United States was 
very friendly. He was very pro-American at the beginning. At the 
beginning of his presidency he made a very special effort to indicate 
his friendly attitude toward the Government of the United States. 
He was a disciple of the Diaz school and believed in Diaz methods, in 
addition to this, he had a very strong personal feeling and affection 
toward the United States, and if he had been left in power Mexico, 
during the late war in Europe, would have been a source of help to 
this country rather than a continuous menace and annoyance. 

Mr. Kearru.. What was the feeling in Mexico among the substan- 
tial farmers and thinking Mexicans in reference to the methods used 
by Huerta as to waether those methods were the correct ones or not, 
and whether he was likely to be successful ? 

Mr. Wilson. Of course, I left Mexico before Hucrta’s downfall. 
While I was there I think the general feeling was one of confidence. 
At any rate, his elevation to power was absolutely acceptable to the 
great mass of the Mexican people, and was received with general 
approval everywhere because, having had weakness they wanted 
strength. l 

Mr. Kearrun. When did Huerta’s attitude toward the American 
Government change ? 

Mr. Witson. It changed after it became evident to him that he 
would not receive recognition, and especially after Mr. John Lind had 
been sent to Mexico. . 

Mr. KearruL. What cooperation did you receive from the Ameri- 
can Government, if any, while you were attempting to perform your 
functions as ambassador, during Huerta’s time? 

Mr. Witson. From the Washington Government ? 

Mr. KEARFUL. Yes. 

Mr. Witson. None whatever. 

Mr. Kearrur. What instances of failure to cooperate do you 
recall ? a 

Mr. Wiison. Well, primarily there was the question of recognition, 
in which there was an absolute failure. After that there was the 
absolute refusal to give me any instructions of any kind of a political 
character. In addition to this, my position as ambassador, and my 
prestige there were lessened by the apparent indifference, or sym- 
pathy of the Department of State with the press reports with refer- 
ence to its supposed hostile attitude toward me. As these reports 
were weakening my prestige and, in consequence, my ability to serve 
American interests in Mexico, I finally protested very energetically 
to Mr. Bryan relative to the position of the Department of State. 
I received no answer to my protest for about 10 days. I then ten- 
dered my resignation for the third time, and in very emphatic terms. 
This brought about a reply from Mr. Bryan of a very satisfactory 
character, in which he expressed regret and said he had been absent. 
He then gave out a statement to the press, rebuking it for its publi- 
cation of embarrassing reports, which was very gratifying to me. 

Mr. Kearrut. I want to call your attention to a statement made 
in the book written by Samuel Ca Inman, entitled, ‘Intervention 
in Mexico,” on page 134, as follows: 

In February, 1913, Felix Diaz and Bernardo Reyes broke jail in Mexico City, where 
they had heen imprisoned p» leaders cf a revolution against Madero and placed them- 
selves at the head of the rebel forces representing the old Diaz group. Huerta was 
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intrusted with the command of the Madero troops. In order to stop the fighting, 
which continued for 10 davs, a conference was neld in the American embassy with the 
American ambassador present, and Huerta agreed to turn traitor to Madero who was 
made prisoner and who was afterwards shot. For his part in this diabolical affair 
Henry Lane Wilson was recalled, and the United States did not appoint until 1918 a 
Mexican ambassador, the efficient Mr. Fletcher, who is still at his post. 


Mr. Inman was the first witness called by the committee, but he 
was unable to give any facts for the language quoted, or to refer to 
any information that he had received from any source to justify it, 
but he said he would stand by the statement made in his book. Is 
there any truth whatever in the statement that you were implicated 
in the treason of Huerta against Madero or in the imprisonment or 
death of Madero, or that you were recalled for any part in this dia- 
bolical affair ? 

Mr. Wirson. There is absolutely no truth in any of those state- 
ments. I will state very briefly the facts. In the first place, I 
want to call attention to a very mischievous error in the statement of 
Mr. Inman, and that is that a meeting was held at the embassy, to 
which Huerta was invited and at which he promised to turn traitor 
to Madero. No such meeting was ever held in the embassy. The 
only meeting that was held in the embassy was held after the over- 
throw of Madero, not before. The relations of Huerta with Madero 
were never discussed by me with any living human being outside of 
the diplomatic corps. 

ME Kenner The meeting that was held there, as I understand it, 
was for the purpose of effecting an arrangement between the opposing 
forces of Huerta and Blanquet on the one side, and Diaz and Gen. 
Mondragon on the other? | 

Mr. Witson. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrut. After the overthrow of Madero ? 

Mr. Wilson. Yes; it was inevitable after the overthrow of Madero, 
and it really became absolutely necessary for some one to do some- 
thing to stop the terrible carnage that was going on in the streets 
of the city. All of my actions at this time and at this crisis were 
purely humanitarian in purpose. They have been so regarded by all 
Americans resident in Mexico at that time. 

Mr. Kearrcu. Has your attention been called to other publica- 
tions of a similar character ? 

Mr. Witson. There was something else in your question which I 
have lost count of now. 

Mr. Kearrut. That Madero was made prisoner and afterwards 
shot in consequence of this arrangement that was made at the 
American Embassy} ` 

Mr. Witson. Yes; of course, that is a most infamous falsehood. 
There is no other way to characterize it. Such an action as that is 
utterly foreign to my character and the general opinion of my 
character held by others. I can only say here that at this time that 
charge is disproved by the records of the Department of State, with 
i I was in constant communication by telegraph and which 
received reports of everything as they occurred from day to day. 
These reports finally united in a harmonious conclusion. It is dis- 
proved again by the testimony of over a thousand witnesses, all 
Americans or English. It is disproved by the unanimous reports of 
the American colony which met in a public meeting and dispatched a 
committee to Washington for the purpose of laying a memorial 
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before the President. It is disproved by the unanimous testimony 
_ of all the American clergymen, Roman Catholic and Protestant, in 
Mexico City. It is disproved by the resolutions of the Y. M. C. A. 
organization, by the testimony of the Spanish and German ministers. 
It is disapproved by these sworn affidavits of the embassy staff, all of 
whom were fully cognizant of each step taken. 
I would like to have all of this data that I have referred to inserted 
in the record. 
Mr. KEARFUL. It has already been inserted. 


We, the undersigned members of the staff of the embassy of the United States of 
Amcrica at Mexico City. do hereby certify that one of our number was constantly 
on duty, both night and day, at the embassy during the bombardment within the 
city, which lasted from February 9 to February 18, 1913, and also thereafter until 
the fall of President Madero’s administration and the establishment of the present 
provisional government; that one of our number was present at all interviews between 
the ambassador and messengers from President Madero and later. at interviews be- 
tween him and Gen. Huerta and Felix Diaz; that all correspondence and notes of 
every kind were either dictated directly to one of us, or when dictated to volunteer 
clerks, passed under our observation: that there was never the slightest indication 
of any understanding between Ambassador Wilson and Gens, Huerta and Felix Diaz 
excepting in regard to matters pertinent to the safety of the Americans and other 
foreign colonies within the City of Mexico; and that Ambassador Wilson's energies 
were directed throughout the bombardment to the saving of human life. to the bring- 
ing about of a cessation of hostilities. and after the fall of President Madero, to the 
restoration of order and peace within the City of Mexico and throughout the Republic. 

We would also add that we have knowledge of the active etforts of the ambassador 
to render aid to various members of the Madero family, and especially to the deceased 
ex-president. ` 

We voluntarily make this statement. in view o ithe unjrst attacks upon Ambassador 
Wilson by certain Américan newspapers and by some Mexicans of the late adminis- 
tration, whose characters in this Republic are not above reproach. 

Henry F. TENNANT. 
Second Secretary of Embassy. 
W. A. BURNSIDE. 
Military Attache. 
Lovis D ANTIN, 
First Clerk of Embassy. 
CHARLES DB. PARKER. 
Second Clerk of Embassy. 


EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
Mexico City, April 14, 1918. 

I, Nelson O'Shaughnessy. secretary of the embassy of the United States at Mexico 
City, Mexico, do hereby certify that the signatures of Henry F. Tennant, Louisd’Antin, 
Charles B. Parker. and W. A. Burnside, above annexed, are their true and genuine 
signatures, made and acknowledged in my presence, and that the said Henry F. 
Tennant, Louis d'Antin, Charles B. Parker, and W. A. Burnside, are known to me 
to be the persons they claim to be. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of the embassy 
of the United States at Mexico City. the day and vear next above written, and of the 
independence of the United States the one hundred and thirty-seventh. 

NELSON (SHAUGHNESSY. 
Secretary of the Embassy of the United States, Mexico City. 

Mr. Wiison. It is disproved by letters from members of Madero’s 
family in my possession, and which are among my papers. The 
whole story was an invention of an offended newspaper correspondent. 
It never had the slightest basis in fact. On the contrary, there was 
all the evidence in the world for those who wanted evidence that every 
effort that any human being could make in the premises had been 
made to save the life of this unfortunate demented man. 

Mr. KrarFrut. Who was the newspaper correspondent to whom 
you refer? 
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Mr. Witson. The inventor of the story was an American newspaper 
correspondent by the name of Murray. 

Mr. Kearruu. Robert H. Murray? 

Mr. Wixson. I think those are his initials. He published articles 
in Harpers Weekly attacking me, under the head of “The Two 
Wilsons,’ and the entire paper was given up to these articles for four 
weeks. Immediately after they had published the last article, th 
magazine suspended. ; 

Having no recourse, then, Murray being an utterly worthless man 
with no moral or financial standing, I brought suit against Norman - 
Hapgood, the editor, in the District of Columbia, and finally obtained 
a judgment by confession. I took similar steps with reference to 
three or four other papers and magazines, in each case receiving a 
disavowal and apology. This was the only case in which I went to 
court. 

Mr. Kearrvuyu. Did John Lind ever make any similar statements 
of that kind ? ‘ 

Mr. Witson. Yes: but disavowed it. When brought face to face 
with the necessity of meeting the charge in court, he disavowed it. 
It is simply the loose talk of people who very largely were actuated 
by political considerations, but entirely overlooked the circumstances 
that in making charges of that kind they were not only assuming a 
certain risk themseives, but they were doing a groat injustice to 
another. 

Mr. Kearrut. How do you account for the state of mind of this 
newspaper correspondent ? | . 

Mr. Witson. He was a man of enormous vanity, and I put him 
out of the embassy. One thing brought on another. 

Mr. Kearrut. What was the occasion of your ejecting him from 
the embassy ? 

Mr. Witson. He was guilty of frightening the ladies of the American 
colony by spreading the report, upon a night when there was an 
uprising and firing, that the American Embassy had been attac ked, 

e seemed to do this with mischievous and malicious intent, and it 
brought on a very hysterical condition among the ladies of the 
American colony. For this performance I ordered him out of the 
embassy, and he left with the statenent that he would get even. 

Mr. KrarruL. What was the feeling of the Americans in Mexico 
City at that time with reference to this gentleman ? 

Mr. Witson. One of entire disapproval. I do not think there was 
a dissenting voice in Mexico City among the Americans with reference 
to the embassy and the way in which I had discharged its obligations 
and met its responsibilities, except this one man who invented this 
story. I do not think there was another one. 

Mr. Krarrut. I was there at the time, and I can answer for the 
truth of that myself. Was it a fact that this gentleman was socially 
ostracised by the American colony in Mexico City at that time? 

Mr. Witson. I believe so. 

Mr. Krearrutu. Did you take any steps to assist him, notwithstand- 
ing the treatment that you had received in that situation ? 

. WiLson. Yes. 

Mr. Krearrut. What was that? 

Mr. Wixson. I am rather disinclined to give this man so much 
importance. He is having rather more than I want him to have. 
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Mr. KeEarrtut. It is important because he has addressed himself to 
the committee, which you perhaps do not know. 

Mr. Wiison. Well, I may say that as a result of friendly corre- 
spondence and the friendly offices of Mr. Whifan, an Associated Press 
correspondent, I endeavored to remove the prejudice against him in 
the American colony, and while he apparently accepted my attitude 
with a great deal of gratitude, he nevertheless secretly crossed over to 
Havana and wrote this story, dispatching it by telegram to the New 
York World, and then afterwards denied that he had sent it. 

Mr. Kearrut. Have you any reason to believe that he received. 
cooperation in his efforts in attacking your character in the depart- 
ment at Washington. 

Mr. WiLson. I am unable to understand where he could get the 
materials, unless he got them from the Department of State, and my 
belief in that is the more confirmed by the confidential files which I 
have here. These are mutilated to correspond precisely with the 
articles in Harpers Weekly. This volume was sent to me by Secre- 
tary Bryan. I do not believe he knows anything about it, but he 
sent it to me. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Just explain what that volume is. 

Mr. Witson. This volume is a confidential print of the dispatches 
of the Department of State. 

Mr. KearFuL. Relating to Mexico? 

Mr. Witson. Relating to Mexico: ves. It includes all of my dis- 
patches and all of my telegrams, and all of the department's to me. 

Mr. KEARFUL. It is marked “Confidential ?” 

Mr. Witson. It is marked “Confidential,” and therefore I am now 
retaining it in my possession. Of course, it is a difficult matter to 
carry this matter into testimony, but vou can see here, if you take 
the trouble to compare it with a perfectly unmutilated copy, that out 
of this copy has been cut precisely the same things that were used in 
this paper. 

Mr. Kearrun. By Robert I. Murray ? 

Mr. Witson. By Robert II. Murray, which was distorted, in some 
cases transposed, and im all cases misinterpreted. 

Mr. Krarrut. Garbled. l 

Mr. Witson. Garbled for the purpose of giving a false Do 
This was so manifest that no paper in the United States would touch 
it. It never was copied into a single paper. Here are the mutila- 
tions in the seeret documents of the Department of State, cut out, 
almost clear through, transposed, and put before the printer in that 
Way. 

Mr. Krarrut. How did you happen to get possession of that 
confidential book ? 

Mr. Witson. Mr. Jenkinson, who was one of the very useful clerks 
in the Department of State, and who went up and down between 
Washington and Mexico several times, obtained them for me 1D & 
perfectly regular way. I was very anxious to have these volumes 1n 
addition to the regular ones in the Embassy at Mexico City, because 
wanted an accurate history of the entire transaction for any possible 
future contingencies. These volumes were very voluminous, very 
interesting historically, and very valuable from a personal standpoint. 
After some difficulty Mr. Jenkins obtained an order from Mr. Bryan 
for these two volumes and brought them to me. 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS, 2289 


Afterwards, on going into the volumes and trying to account for 
the absence of some of my dispatches, I found these mutilated dis- 
patches. I did not know at the time what those meant, but after 
these quotations came out in print, I found they corresponded pre- 
cisely with the mutilations. Of course, you understand that the 
recòrd department of the Department of State is a holy of holies, 
with no one except those in charge ever being permitted to touch any 
volume. I never placed mv hand on a volume in that department 
3 long as I was in the service of the Government of the United 

tates. 

Mr. KearruL. Through what process do you imagine a newspaper 
correspondent could gain such access to these documents, to be able 
to clip them ? 

Mr. Wilson. I do not know. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Would he not have to have an order from the 
Secretary of State himself ? 

Mr. Wixtson. During the time of the gentleman—I can not recall 
his name—who was for many years in charge of the records there 
he would not have accepted an order from the Secretary of State to 
touch these documents. He considered himself directly responsible 
4o the President for the safekeeping of these records and for their 
absolute secrecy. 

Mr, KEARFUL. You think that nothing less than an order from 
President Wilson would have enabled Mr. Murray to get at these 
documents ? 

Mr. Witson. Anybody might have secured them, but not during 
the last administration, during this. Of course, you know that Mr. 
Bryan ran the Department of State like the back kitchen of a 
restaurant. 

Mr. Kearrut. While you were ambassador to Mexico, after the 
accession of Mr. Bryan to the office of Secretary of State, did you 

ave any instances of incompetency or inattention to business ? 

Mr. Witson. There was not very much else. 

_ Mr. Kearrut. Did you receive telegrams uncoded, undated, and 
ae ia addressed. | 

. Witson. Yes. This proceeded to such an extent that I finally 
declined to accept them as official, notifying Mr. Bryan that tele- 
grams must be coded, must be properly addressed, must be sent from 
the Department of State before I could accept them as official. 

Mr. KearruL. Do you remember the instructions that you re- 
ceived in regard to asking Mexico to join in the recognition of the 
Republic of China? ; 

Mr. Wiuson. Yes; Mr. Bryan instructed me to ask the Government 
of Mexico, which he had not recognized, to join with the United 
States in the recognition of the new Republic of China, and he also 
instructed me to extend an invitation upon several occasions to the 
Government of Mexico to associate itself with the United States in 
conferences. 

Mr. KearrFrvut. To join in a universal peace movement ? 

Mr. Witson. Yes; in a universal peace movement. 

Mr. KEARFUL. It was the government of Huerta? 

Mr. Wilson. Yes; the government of Huerta. 

Mr. KearruL. Were there occasions when secret, special repre- 
sentatives were sent by the State Department or by the President to 
Mexico, without your knowledge ? 


2290 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS, 


Mr. Witson. Of course if it was without my knowledge I would 
not know it now. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Without notice to you at the time? 

Mr. Witson. Yes; two were sent while I was still in Mexico, one 
Mr. William Bayard Hale, who was sent there by the President, so 
far as I could ascertain and evidently to make a report to the Presi- 
dent. The other person was Mr. del Valle, of California, who was 
sent there by Mr. Bryan to watch Mr. William Bayard Hale. I 
assumed that Mr. Bryan wanted to get his own views of the Mexican 
situation through other channels than those furnished by Mr. William 
Bayard Hale, for whom he had very little respect. This sentiment 
was fully reciprocated by Mr. Hale. Mr. William Bayard Hale, I 
imagine—although he has since fallen out with the President—sent 
a report which entirely suited the President. Mr. del Valle’s report 
evidently did not please the President. He sent a report which was 
not at. all satisfactory, in which he described the Madero administra- 
tion as it actually was, and the Huerta administration as it was, and 
the conduct of the embassy as it had been. I did not understand 
that Mr. del Valle’s purpose was to state the exact truth, and there- 
fore I treated him with some lack of consideration which, however, 
did not affect his attitude, as I heard his report read myself in the 
Department of State. I was not intended to hear it, but I heard it. 

Mr. Kearrut. Were the missions of these gentlemen generally 
known in Mexico? 

Mr. Wilson. Yes; and especially that of Mr. William Bayard Hale, 
who had conferences with the Government officials down there. 

Mr. Krearrut. What effect did these conferences have on your 
prestige as ambassador ? 

Mr. Witson. Nothing could have been worse. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Did it tend to discredit you with the Mexicans ? 

Mr. Witson. Yes. | 

Mr. Krarrut. Did you make any protest to the State Depart- 
ment in regard to it? 

Mr. Wilson. Yes, to the Department of State and to the President. 

Mr. Krearrut. With what result ? 

Mr. Wivtson. None. 

Mr. Krearrun. You got no response? 

Mr. Wilson. In a letter to the President I expressed some views 
of the character of William Bayard Hale, and I think the President 
afterwards shared the same views which I expressed at that time, 
I mean, after we got into the war with Germany. Do you want 
this letter in the record? 

Mr. Kearrut. Just as you like. 

Mr. Witson. Do you want me to read it? 

Mr. KearruL. Yes, if you like. 

Mr. WILson (reading): 

Mexico, July 1, 1915. 


Drar Mr. Presrpent: I send you herewith, for your private and confidential 
information, a copy of an interview had with Dr. William Bavard Hale by the political 
secretary to Gen. Diaz, who is also an American and correspondent of the New York 
Sun. 

This report was furnished to me by Gen. Diaz, who informed me at the same time 
that he had received other reports of a similar character and that both he and the 
Government had taken note of Dr. Hale’s antagonistic attitude toward me and toward 
the present Government from the very moment of his arrival, and before he had any 
opportunity to make proper investigation. 
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He had his report ready the moment he got to Mexico. He did 
not have to wait until he got to Mexico City. 


I have assumed that Dr. Hale has no official mission in Mexico and that he is not 
charged with the making of any report to you concerning conditions in Mexico, but 
in the event that information should be offered you from this source I deem it my 
duty, as your personal representative here, to say to you that this person is by temper- 
ament and habit entirely unfit to form a just and clear idea of the situation here. 
His mind appears to me, from the conversations which I have had with him, to be 
unevenly balanced, and the questions which he asks relative to events which have 
occurred here indicate a complete failure to grasp the underlying causes of the unrest 
in Mexico and absolute ignorance, or rather, misinformation as to the true history 
and chronology lying behind the scenes of the Mexican drama. 

I know there is a disposition at this time in the United States to make of Madero a 
martyr to democratic ideals. Whatever may have been the history of his taking off, 
and I am not prepared to accept without reserve the opinion that the Government 
was privy therto, the fact remains that the Madero family despoiled and corrupted 
every avenue of government and business in Mexico; that they talked glibly of liberty 
and human rights but gave none to the people: that they robbed the Government; 
seized without process of law: the property of foreigners and Mexicans; debauched, 
silenced, and censored the press: established secret political societies which main- 
tained a reign of terror; and made illegal arrests without warrant of law. All of the 
true and secret history of their brief rule in Mexico and prior thereto is known to no 
one butme. Others may have it in part but I have it all, and eventually I shall place 
it before the world together with clear demonstrations not only of the anti-American 
policy of these people but of their deliberate and almost organized efforts to attack 
almost every American interest in the country by legal conspiracies in collusion 
with the courts, and of the absolute inability of this embassy to secure the punish- 
ment of the murderers of Americans or of those who have deprived them of their 
property by violence or by stealth. 

feel, my dear Mr. President, that whatever may be your final attitude toward 
this Mexican administration, and it has its bad points as wel) as.its good points, that it 
is my duty to you to see that you are in no wise misled either by the reports of senti- 
mental idealists or by those who are endeavoring to bring about conditions which 
will force intervention, as to the real character of the Madero administration. 

I do not expect to be in charge of this post very long. I have served my Govern- 
Ment in the Diplomatic Service honorably and usefully for 17 years. had the 
absolute confidence of Presidents McKinley, Roosevelt, and Taft, and the last named 
has placed in my hands a letter relative to my work at this post up to and including 
the last day of his administration, which would appear to justify my hope of receiving 
your confidence during such period as I may have the honor to serve under you. 
Beyond having the truth made known I care nothing. I beg to remain, my dear Mr. 
ae 

ery sincerely, yours 
a Henry Laxe WILsoN. 
The PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. KEARFUL. What response did you get to that letter ? 

Mr. Witson. None. I did not expect any. 

Mr. KearruL. Why not? | 

Mr. Wixson. I had not been able to get anything from the Secre- 
tary of State, and there was no reason to suppose that I would get it 
out of the President, but I intended to ale a record. I intended 
that it should never be said that I had not advised everybody con- 
nected with the Wilson administration. 

Mr. Kearruxt. You spoke of your being called to Washington, 
following a report made by Dr. William Bayard Hale in reference to 
your having instigated the action of the Diplomatic Corps. 

Mr. WILson. Yes. 

Mr. KearFut. What occurred then? 

Mr. Wi.son. Immediately after Mr. William Bayard Hale sent 
his report, I received a telegram from Secretary Bryan instructing 
me to come to Washington, “for a consultation relative to the 
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Mexican situation.” That is the exact language of the telegram. I 
had assumed for some time that I would be relieved in Mexico, and 
expected it, and wanted it, but I doubted whether the administra- 
tion would assume the responsibility of removing me or accepting 
my resignation at that very critical period. This seemed incredible, 
so when I had this telegram from the Secretary of State, I departed 
on the same day, leaving all my household goods and everything 
intact in Mexico City, SUE One that I would at least have the 
privilege of returning to Mexico and arranging my affairs. When I 
arrived in the United States I was met by quite a lot of enterprising 
newspaper men, ahd I gave some very strong interviews as to con- 
ditions prevailing in Mexico at that time, trying to make it clear to 
the American people that Huerta was restoring peace in Mexico. I 
did that deliberately because it seemed to me that if public opinion 
were guided right in this country, the administration would go 
right. I recounted the circumstances that at that time Huerta had 
restored peace in Noe art of Mexico, and such peace as had never 
existed in the time of Madero; in every part of Mexico except in a 
small district in the State of Sonora where Carranza had gone as & 
fugitive. I gave these facts to the press. In conversations with 
members of the press I was asked a lot of questions which I did not 
answer, with reference to Bryan and the President. These questions 
suggested some things, which afterwards appeared as having been 
answered by me. They had transferred the questions around into 
answers. 

As a matter of.fact, I did not criticize either the President or the 
Secretary of State, and the New York Times correspondent or re 
porter who was present afterwards made a statement to that news- 
paper that I had been completely misrepresented in that instance. 

suppose this circumstance had some influence upon the adminis- 
tration. 

When I arrived in Washington Mr. Bryan told me that the Presi- 
dent was very anxious to see me, and asked me to prepare a memo- 
randum of the Mexican situation, a request which seemed to me 
rather peculiar, as all of the facts were in the records of the Depart- 
ment of State. However, I went to the Department of State and 
inquired from some of the employees there ie much information 
the President had obtained through the records of the Department 
of State. I asked this simply to be guided in the formation of my 
memoranda. I was told that he had never read anything but the 
- last volume of the confidential reports of 1913, and that therefore 

his knowledge of the Mexican situation was entirely confined to the 
events which occurred at the time of the overthrow of Madero. All 
of the events leading up to that of over two years, he knew nothing 
about. 

Mr. Kearruc. Did you prepare a memorandum as requested ? 

Mr. Wilson. Yes, I prepared a memorandum. I do not think it 
was a peculiarly happy memorandum, but it was sufficient for the 
occasion. ` The really important features about it were the recom- 
mendations made at the conclusion, and those I will ask to have 
inserted in the record. l 

(Recommendations concerning Mexico submitted by Ambassador 
Wilson to the President, in August, 1913, and afterwards to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the Senate. Placed by Senate in Con- 
gressional Record:) 
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RECOGNITION. C 


Recognition under the present circumstances, can not be made with the same 
effect and same results as immediately alter the assumption of power by the new 
administration. It would be misconstrued. now, as a yielding to pressure and force 
and would result in the loss of great prestige. | 

If recognition 18 accorded, it should be done in the following way: 

First. By a preamble recognizing the remarkable and unprecedented situation in 
Mexico, the desire of the United States to contribute to the restoration of order in a 
neighbor and friendly state, and the necessity, on account of the important matters 
daily pending hetween the two Governments, to establish full official relations with 
all of the benefits and obligations resulting therefrom. 

Second. No recognition should be accorded unless the important international 
questions like the Chamizal, the Colorado River, and the specific claims folling under 
a clear rule of international law, shall be immediately closed. upon the basis presented 
by the Government of the United States and agreed to by the Government of Mexico 
in correspondence with the ambassador and verbally. 

Third. Recognition should not be accorded unless an international claims com- 
mission, having jurisdiction over all kinds and classes of claims arising out of the 
revolutionary movements during the last three years, shall be admitted in principle 
by the Mexican Government. 

Fourth. Recognition should not be accorded unless malta guarantee for the holding 
of a constitutional presidential election, during the month of October, shall be viven; 
and this should involve the removal of the present minister of Gobernacion who is a 
pure creature of Huerta and the substitution, therefor, of a Mexican of force and 
power, say Calero, who is thoroughly committed to the principle of constitutional 
government. ‘ i 

Fifth. Recognition should not be accorded unless the Federal Government is able 
to- oe evidence of its ability to restore peace and order to the twenty-sixth 
parallel. 

Sixth. Recognition should not be accorded unless an arrangement can be made 
whereby, the American Government. in cooperation with the Mexican Government. 
will be able to cross the border and aid the Federal authorities in the restoration of 
order down to the twenty-sixth parallel, always giving ample stipulation for the 
retirement of our troops, whenever order and peace have been established, in the 
judgment of the American and Mexican commissioners duly appointed. 

Recognition accorded in this manner will restore our lost prestige, impress foreign 
tho ea opinion in Mexico, and undoubtedly restore peace and avoid further 

ed. 7 


INTERVENTION, 


If recognition is not accorded in some form or other our dutv as a civilized nation, 
pledged to the world to preserve the peace and order in this hemisphere, points 
directly to immediate and effective intervention. 

This should be done in the following way: 

First. By discreetly removing the already decimated and ruined American popu- 
lation of Mexico. 

Second. By the transfer of the charge of our diplomatic and consular establishments 
to the representatives of other powers. 

Third. By the massing of our fleet in overwhelming proportions, aided by effective 
marine reserves at every Mexican port on the Atlantic and Pacific. 

Fourth. By the massing of our Army, fully equipped for invasion at every strategic 
point lying on the border States, and calling out the reserves in all the border States, 

Fifth. By the appointment of commissioners, one of whom should be the ambasesa- 
dor, another the general in chief of the Army, another the ranking officer of the in- 
Vesting fleet, and another a member of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Senate. 
The duty of this commission would be to seek by a preliminary action, a reconciliation 
of all the contending forces in Mexico, with the understanding that their duty should 
be urgent, expeditious and not detained by any dilatory methods and with a further 
- understanding that they should follow in the path of invasion, reestablishing the 
rule of law and dispensing justice and order in the name of the United States. 

. An invasion should be accompanied by a public statement that our purpose is not 
one of aggression, but that we are acting in the discharge of a duty to humanity and 
civilization and that when once constitutional methods and practices are reestablished 
and a firm government installed our troops will retire to the United States. 
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Mr. Witson. These recommendations were made to the President, 
and were afterwards made to the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate. I am quite sure I am not exaggerating when I say that 
they were very favorably received by the Committee on Foreign 
Relations of the Senate. 

Mr. Krearrut. You judge that from expressions of members of the 
committee ? 

Mr. Wison. From their expressions and their attitude and from 
what members of the committee told me. This testimony, however, 
was interrupted by the President, who said to Senator Bacon and 
Mr. Flood, who was at that time chairman of the House Committee 
on Foreign Relations, that he did not care for “any further exploita- 
tion of my views.” I consider this testimony which I am giving 
now as a resumption of the testimony which I gave about five years 
ago to the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, which was inter- 
rupted by the President. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Were you called before the committee to testify! 

Mr. Witson. Yes. 

Mr. Kearrun. You were called by the committee ? l 

Mr. Witson. I was called before the committee, and received per- 
mission from the Department of State to testify. That is the case. 
Senator Bacon, who was at that time chairman of the committee, 
obtained the permission: Mr. Bryan furnished Senator Bacon all of 
the records, and I was allowed to produce in the testimony before 
the Committee on F oreign Relations all of the documents emanatin 
n the embassy but none emanating from the Department o 

tete. / ' 

Mr. KEARFUL. You say that the President interrupted that testi- 
mony by making the request of the chairman that he did not desire 
that you should testify further ? 

Mr. Witson. Yes; he used the phrase that he did not care for any 
further exploitation of my views. 

Mr. Kearrur. But his order, if you may call it such, was obeyed 
by the committee? 

Mr. Witson. Yes: quite so. Obeyed is the word. 

Mr. Krarrut. The testimony that you gave at that time, as far 
as you went, was not published ? 

Mr. Witson. Oh, no; it was not intended to be published. It was 
a confidential to the Committee on Foreign Relations of the 
senate. | 

Mr. KEArFut. What was the politica] construction of the com- 
mittee at that time? 

Mr. Witson. Democratic. 

Mr. Kearrur. You know, at least by reputation, Mr. Venustiano 
Carranza, the President of Mexico ? 

Mr. Witson. I do not know him Personally at all. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You know him by reputation 2 

Mr. Witson. He was not a Person prominent in public life when I 
was in Mexico. He was a Senator, but one of those inconspicuous 
Senators, whom among a large number are passed by without notice. 
I do not know him. 

Mr. Kearrut. Mr. Calero in his book before mentioned, says on 
page 68. of Carranza: 
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Carranza, the nominal chief, has the record of an obscure and servile politician of 
the dictatorship of Porfirio Diaz. He, who had arrived at old age without revealing 
any aptitude as a statesman, notwithstanding the opportunities which he had had, 
appeared the least able to place himself at the front of a country so difficult to govern 
as Mexico. 

Is that a fair statement in regard to Carranza ? 

Mr. Witson. I think so. 

Mr. KEAaRFUL. Had he ever distinguished himself as a member of 
the Diaz government ? 

Mr. Witson. No. You may infer that from the circumstance that 
I never even heard of him, and it was my business to know everybody 
in Mexico who had any measure of prominence. 

Mr. Kearrut. When did you first hear of him ? 

Mr. Witson. I first heard of him after he was appointed governor 
of Coahuila by the Madero administration, and later on, during the 
Madero administration, a number of the State governments got into 
financial difficulties and were unable to meet their obligations. To 
meet this situation the Federal Government made loans to these 
States to finance them through the difficult periods. Among other 
States, the State of Coahuila, of which Carranza was governor, was 
extended financial aid. Later on, in the settlement of these transac- 
tions, or the attempt to settle them, there was a very decided differ- 
ence of opinion between the Maderos and Carranza, culminating 
finally in a demand from the Madero government that Carranza 
should make a clear and explicit statement of the disposition of these 
funds that had been placed in his hands. Mr. Ernesto Madero; 
minister of hacienda (the treasury), and the President himself told 
me of the difficulties existing between Carranza and the Government, 
and indicated that they intended to take some very energetic action. 
While this was pending the Madero government fell, and at that time 
Carranza was not a Maderista; he belonged to an association of 
northern governors who were preparing a secession movement against 
Madero. Immediately, however, with the downfall of Madero, he, 
like Villa and a lot of those men, became a Maderista. 

Mr. KrarFuu. That was at the time of the revolution that he 
became a Maderista ? 

Mr. Witson. Yes. After Huerta became installed in power, the 
rapidity of the submission to his government throughout Mexico was 
astonishing. All over Mexico in every direction men who had been 
in constant rebellion ever since early in 1910 were submitting to 
Huerta daily and every hour. Carranza was in the State of Chi- 
huahua, and, as I understand—I do not say this positively because I 
do not know it—but, as was generally said at the time, he was quite 
willing to submit to Huerta if his official transactions were not inves- 
tigated, and our consul—I think it was Mr. Holland, but I am not 
sure—— 

Mr. KearFvt. That is at Saltillo | 

Mr. Witson. Initiated telegraphic correspondence with me at the 
request of Carranza for the purpose of extracting some sort of attitude 
out of the Huerta government of a friendly character that would 
enable him to submit with good grace to the Huerta government. 

Mr. Kearrut. To enable Carranza to submit ? 

Mr. Witson. Yes; and as I was very busy trying to accomplish a 
state of things exactly in line with what he wanted, I readily lent 
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myself to the attempt and went to Mondragon, secretary of war for 

uerta, and showed him these telegrams, urging him not to dispatch 
any more troops into Coahuila, but to await the development of the 
situation, and to give this man a chance to save his face and to make 
an arrangement. They quite agreed with me, apparently, but I think 
only apparently. I hint they started a troop movement. I com- 
municated the replies to the consul, the consul communicated them to 
Carranza, and Carranza made his reply. I went again, but finally 
found that I could not trust either side; that I was just simply 
eee myself, getting red in the face, and accomplishing nothing at 
all, so I dropped the matter, and in the meantime Huerta did invade 
the State of Coahuila and drove Carranza out. He became a fugitive 
and finally took refuge in the State of Sonora with Obregon, who is 
fighting him at this moment with the power of the State of Sonora. 
At that time he did not have 500 troops altogether and was not an 
object of any consideration either to Villa or Zapata or Huerta, or 
anybody who was in power in Mexico. 

Just at this moment our Government began to express an interest 
in the Mexican situation and announced the peculiar doctrine, that 
‘Governments founded upon violence would not be recognized.” 
This was contrary to all the precedence of this Government from its 
foundation. Our Government began inquiring actively into the 
Situation, through consuls, through private agents of all sorts in 
Mexico, and finally the elements which had submitted and were 
apparently thoroughly subdued and prepared to return to peaceful 
activities, began to look up and pay attention and say, “Here is the 
Government of the United States interested in having Huerta over- 
thrown.” The consequence was that thousands and thousands of 
men began to leave their peaceful pursuits and go back into the busi- 
ness of revolutionizing Mexico. 

Our Government then enlarged its activities by sending John Lind 
down to Mexico as an unofficial representative, and by dispatching 
envoys to represent us in a movement against a friendly Government, 
and then lifted the embargo on arms and ammunition and permitting 
them to go across the border, to be used for the purpose of murder. 
By natural sequence, it became finally involved in the seizure of the 
port of Vera Cruz and the landing of troops for the real purpose of 
overthrowing the government of Huerta. The landing of troops 
there had no purpose in the world except to overthrow Huerta. | 

Mr. KEARFUL. You think, then, this flag incident was merely a 
pretext ? 

Mr. WIson. Absolutely so. The purpose was to seize the custom- 
house with its revenues. They had already destroyed his credit, 
through our diplomatic establishment in Europe, so that he could not 
get any money and was obliged to dispatch his troops to the north and 
fight Villa and Carranza without arms and without ammunition. 
Thousands of men went into the engagement without any ammuni- 
tion, because of the circumstance that Huerta could not make supply 
purchases. 

This incident, followed by the Tampico incident, and then by the 
massacre of Santa Ysabel, and the invasion of American soil at Co- 
lumbus and other points, followed eventually by the dispatch of the 
so-called punitive expedition. This expedition invaded Mexico for 
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the purpose of punishing Villa and never caught him, but was finally 
attacked by the army of Carranza 

Mr. KearFut. With American guns and ammunition? 

Mr. Witson. With American arms and ammunition, in which 
attacks altogether something like 30 American soldiers were killed, at 
Carrazal, Parral, and other places. This situation became so tense 
and these abuses became so gross, and these barbarities so repugnant 
to civilized concepts, that the Secretary of State, Mr. Lansing, who 
was endeavoring to carry out the policy of the administration as best 
he could, was finally obliged to write an indictment of the Mexican 
Government which was rather inconsistent with the policy which the 
administration had pursued and is pursuing. 

Mr..KEArFUL. You refer to the note of June 20, 1916?. 

Mr."Witson. Yes. During this time or, rather, during the troubled 
period, 665 Americans have been murdered on Mexican soil and on 
the border, without a single Mexican ever having been brought to 
justice. If there is any Mexican who has been brought to justice, I 

ave been unable to ascertain the fact. 

During this time it has cost this Government very close to half a 
billion dollars to carry out this particular policy; that is to say, to 
prevent the Carranza government from being overturned by move- 
ments from our borders. You possibly know there is about a million 
of the best Mexicans in the United States to-day. These would cross 
the border any day if the bars were let down. 

About 300,000 Mexicans have been killed and about 100,000 more 
have died from pestilence and starvation; the $100,000,000 which 
Diaz left in the treasury has disappeared, and in its place there is a 
deficit of something like $350,000,000; 3,600 churches have been 
desecrated—I am giving these statistics from memory; I have them 
` all in my papers—1,500 clergymen have been expelled from the 
country; 364 religious institutions; that 1s to say, nunneries and 
places where women are—— 3 

Mr. KEARFUL. Parochial schools? 

Mr. Witson. Have been desecrated under circumstances that are 
not fit for print. At the present moment we have 80,000 troops on 
the border—i am using the figures of perhaps a month ago, but 
these are estimates of people in military circles—which are costing 
the people of the United States $100,000,000 a year. 

This border force is maintained not for the purpose of protecting 
American citizens in Mexico or for the purpose of influencing condi- 
tions there. Their presence on the border may be of some incidental 
importance, but their presence is really made necessary by the policy 
of the present administration, which 1s bound to maintain Carranza 
in power, to prevent invasions of Mexico, and thus maintain the 
legend that there is peace and order across the border. Any failure 
of the administration to protect the Carranza administration or an 
hostile act by this Government which would bring about the downfall 
of Carranza would be equivalent to a confession by the Wilson admin- 
istration that its whole policy toward Mexico is a mistake. 

My statistics on the matter of the number of Americans killed in 
Mexico have been made up from three sources. One is the Govern- 
ment’s reports, one is my own record made while in charge of the 
embassy in Mexico—that is to say, 1 made the record up to that time— 
and the third is private letters and newspaper telegraphic reports. 


— TT 
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For instance, a month ago the number of Americans who had been 
murdered in Mexico was 653. To-day it is 665. 


Mr. Kearrut. There is another passage in Mr. Calero’s book that 
I want toread to you. He says, on page 34, in reference to Carranza: 


He had pissed 25 years of his life serving with humility the man whom to-day he 
calls with disdain “the tyrant of Mexico,” Porfirio Diaz. Carranza was a senator 
under the government of Diaz and never did anything else in the senate except to 
approve, Without the slightest protest, the recommendations of that tyrant whom 
to-day he denies. In the two years in which he was the governor of the State of 
Coahuila, Carranza promoted nothing which would reveal him as the reformer which 
he now pretends to be, nor did he do anything for the political, moral, or economic 
advancement of the people. 

Not only this, but Carranza, enemy of progressive innovations, was the only governor 
who opposed having schools established in the State under the auspices of the Federal 
Government when President Madero, in execution of a law initiated in the time of 


Diaz, was trying to diffuse elementary instruction in a country in which 85 per cent 
of the population does not know how to read or write. 


This is the true Carranza, the man who, together with Villa, received the aid of the 
United States in seizing the Government of Mexico. 


Do you think Mr. Calero is a man who could be regarded as an 
authority to speak upon that subject ? 
Mr. Wilson. Absolutely. 


Mr. Kearrut. Do you believe this Statement is correct? 
Mr. Wison. It is.” I have a ver high opinion of Mr. Calero, both 
of his moral character and his intel ectual attainments. 


Mr. Kearrur. Mr. Calero is one of the Mexican exiles to whom 
you referred ? 


Mr. Witson. Yes. 


Mr. Kearrvt. Is it not such men as Calero and the other Mexicans 
who are unable to live in their own country that it is necessary to 
depend upon for government in Mexico? 

Mr. Winson. Yes. Mr. Calero belongs to the whites. He has no 
Indian blood. He is of pure Spanish blood, and there is a yast 
number of Mexicans of that class in the United States now; and also 
of tho industrial class, who are spreading all over the western par t of 
the United States at this particular moment, sceking simply to hve. 
They want to get on in the world, and they have crossed the border 
and have come clear up as far north as Kansas City, and they are 
Invading the hotel service and the public automobile service an 
everything of that sort, thousands of them and I must say that they 
work very faithfully and render good service. 

Mr. Krarruy. Mr. Calero also speaks of the agrarian problem, 
so-called, in Mexico, and the revolution ary pretext of dividing up the 
lands for the peons. He says on page 81 

As experience has amply demonstrated, it wil] serve for nothing to divide up the 
land among the Indians, for the latter, for want of resources and because of their igno- 
ance, are not capable of keeping it. Nor is it possible to establish a countrv of small 
rproprietors wherein there are no institutions of rural credit or ways of communication 
or the other elements and facilities which exist in countries where agrarian property 
1s subdivided among numerous cultivators, 


To accom palish the realization of all this, which is the lahor of years. a constitutional 
government is required, which will subject its Proceedings to the laws. and which 
will enjoy a firm credit: that is to say, a gover : 


; ; nment precisely dir m that . 
of from which Carranza is the head. Precisely dilferent fro 


Do you agrce with that statement in regard to that feature 3 
Mr. WiLson. Yes. 
Mr. KEARFUL. 


You say you sent i your resignation more than 
once. | 
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Mr. Witson. Yes. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Apart from the formal resignation that would natu- 
rally be submitted at the time of the change of administration, what 
were the reasons that actuated you in desiring to resign ? 

Mr. Witson. Well, I had been carrying a very heavy burden of 
responsibility there, a responsibility that had almost broken me down, 
with a .riendly adminisiration in Washington. It seemed to me that 
it would be very difficult and very harmtul to Amcrican interests for 
me to attempt to carry on the representation of the American Govern- 
ment, with an administration in Washington that had no confidence 
in me. I therefore dispatched a letter to the President, which he 
received a few days after his inaugural, AR a very intimate 
Democratic friend, very high in the counsels of the party, in which I 
tendered my resignation, after explaining the very difficult situation 
which existed, and the necessity tor selecting as my successor a man 
with the qualities that were exactly needed for that delicate task 
I offered to come to Washington and assist him for a reasonable period 
in adjusting the situation. This was read to him, or he read it, I am 
not sure which. I think it was read to him, and then destroyed in 
his presence. However, I have no copy of it. 

Again I tendered my formal resignation, which is quite enough, 
if anybody wanted to act on it. The other two were not necessary. 

Then, when the Department of State permitted these stories about 
the attitude of the administration toward me to be circulated day 
after day, without any denial, and I called upon Mr. Bryan for a 
denial, and that denial was not accorded, I again resigned in language 
that was very forceful. That resignation was not pred Finally 
my resignation was accepted by the President actually because of 
absolute disagreement as to the recognition of the government of 
Huerta, after I had placed before him a memorandum covering the 
situation, and the recommendations by which recognition should 
be carried out had been handed to him. 

After my resignation was accepted, when the terms in which the 
President made the announcement to the press were read to me, I 
dissented very strongly from it, and said to Mr. Bryan that I had been 
17 years in the Diplomatic Service of the United States; that I had 
rendered faithful and honorable service during the terms of three 
Presidents, in addition to Mr. Wilson; and that I thought it would 
not lower the dignity of the administration at all to say so; that with 
that statement I would be entirely satisfied and would leave the 
service in a spirit of perfect content. Mr. Bryan seemed to be ver 
anxious to do this—and I must say he was always extremely kind. 
He seemed very anxious to do it, and he took the statement over to 
the President, who replied that he ‘‘had an open mind’’—I am using 
his exact words, because you have heard them since—he had an 
open mind with reference to my record, but that he had not had 
time to investigate and did not know, and he was therefore not 
preparer to make a statement of that kind. ‘“‘Well,? I said, “Mr. 

ecretary, Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. McKinley have both given utter- 
ance to very emphatic expressions about my record, which have 
been published and which are matters of record, and Mr. Taft has 
just placed in my hands one of the handsomest testimonials any 
o officer ever had, which I intend to give to the press when I 

eave this room, and I see no reason why the President of the United 
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States should not give me the simple recognition of the value of the 
services which I have performed under his three predecessors.” 
He said, ‘‘I have giver you my final answer, Mr. Ambassador. I 
am sorry nothing can be done.” I said, ‘‘ Very good.” 

That was in August, and my resignation did not take effect until 
the month of November following. I then remained in Washington 
for something like a month, helping with the difficult situation in 
Mexico in the Department of State, and to a very considerable 
extent directing the action of our representatives in Mexico, under 
the supervision, of course, of Mr. Bryan. While I was engaged 
there in this business for the department, at its request, and also 
because I felt deeply concerned about the fate of a great many of our 
Americans in Mexico, the newspapers published a dispatch or news 
telegram from London, in which it was said that the British Gov- 
ernment had been induced to recognize Huerta’s government because 
of the circumstance that the American ambassador had delivered a 
speech to Huerta which amounted to recognition. This was pub- 
lished in the papers, and Mr. Bryan and the President, when seen by 
the press representatives, expressed great gratification that the 
British Government had made a statement which was equivalent to 
impeaching the correct fastest of their own representative. 

I immediately turned my attention to this matter, and I found 
this circumstance: First, that the British Government well knows 
that no diplomatic officer can ever recognize a chief executive in any 
country. I do not know whether Mr. Bryan knew it or not, but, as 
a matter of fact, every diplomat knows it. 

Mr. KearFUL. Every diplomat knows it? 

Mr. Wirson. Every diplomat knows it. Second, that the British 
Government never expresses its views through the press. It ex- 
_ presses itself in Parliament always. It has a different system. It 
does not have to go to the press. 

Armed with this understanding, I gave an interview to the press— 
which I wrote, not entirely without feeling, because I was or 
nant—in which I said that I doubted very much whether the Britis 
Government ever made any such statement through its authorize 
representatives; that it was impossible for me to conceive of the 
British Government ever making such a statement, well acquainted 
as I was with its methods of procedure and with the methods of 
British public men; and that Ë felt I was called upon to tell the 
real circumstances, these were that the bricf remarks made to 
Huerta by me on behalf of the Diplomatic Corps were written by 
the British minister and the Spanish minister, and I had nothing 
to do with it. I declined to draw the paper because I was con- 
scious of a delicate situation, so I simply followed instructions and 
delivered the words as prepared by the Diplomatic Corps. 

Mr. KEARFUL. And you did that because you were the dean of 
the corps? 

Mr. Wirson. Yes: I did that because I was dean of the corps. 
I gave this explanatory statement out to the press of the country, 
and it created quite a lot of newspaper comment. The President 
was reported by the press to be very angry about it, end was study- 
ing what he would do about it—what kind of punishment could be 
inflicted. He had not gotten his war powers then. 
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Their agents rushed about and tried to find out whether the 
British Government had made this statement, but no one could be 
found. They tried to get hold of the British ambassador, who was 
up somewhere in the North, near Mansfield, Conn., I think, but 
they could not find him quickly, and they were so anxious to get 
this note out that they did not wait. So they wrote a note to the 
British Government, and gave it to the press, reprimanding me for 
undiplomatic remarks about Great Britain and another to the 
British Government. 

Mr. Kearrvr. Apologizing to Great Britain? 

Mr. Winson. Apologizing to Great Britain. This was imme- 
diately published -in Great Britain, and the British foreign office 
announced, through the New York Times, that they did not know 
what the American Government was apologizing for; then when their 
attention was called to the exact words used, they said there was 
nothing irregular or undiplomatic in the statements made. So our 
Government was placed in the attitude of apologizing for an utter- 
ance of its representative, provoked by its own utterances, and which 
were declared by the Government about which they had been made 
as being of no importance whatever. 
` After that I tendered my resignation again, and insisted upon 
being immediately relieved, but it was not acted on, and I remained 
in the service until the month of November. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did you go back to Mexico to wind up your affairs ? 

Mr. Witson. No: Mr. Bryan asked me not to go back. Of course, 
I understood the reason. 

Mr. KearFruc. Do you know the name of your successor as am- 
bassador to Mexico? 

Mr. Witson. Henry P. Fletcher. 

Mr. KearFut. Mr. Fletcher, for whom Mr. Inman vouches as 
efficient, was called before the Rules Committee of the House on 
July 22, 1919, to testify about Mexico, and he testified, among 
other things, that ‘‘the Carranza government controls all of Mexico;” 
that the Carranza government is ‘‘fulfilling its mission as a govern- 
ment toward the people of Mexico.” Asked as to the general atti- 
tude of the Mexican people toward the Government and people of 
the United States, he answered: ‘‘They have committed as a gov- 
ernment no act that I know of that would be considered inimical.” 
Asked as to the situation between the two governments, he an- 
swered: ‘‘I think it has improved in the last three years.” 

Subsequently, as shown by the testimony of the witness Olivor, 
Mr. Fletcher prevented the shipment of arms and ammunition to 
the Carranza government, after a permit had been issued by the 
State Department, at that time ridiculing the ability of the Carranza 
forces to protect the population from the rebels, and stating that 
the munitions were apt to be used against Americans. 

Later, in December, as shown by the ad iterim report of the chair- 
man of this committee, Mr. Fletcher was in sympathy with and ap- 
proved the resolution introduced in the Senate by the chairman of 
this committee on December 2, requesting the President to withdraw 
recognition from Carranza, which resolution, as shown by the same 
report, was very strongly disapproved by the President, on the 

ound that the Congress had no constitutional function to act upon 
it, shortly after which Mr. Fletcher resigned. 
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Mr. Wirson. No; he had resigned long before that. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Shortly after that, or some time after that, he left 
the office of ambassador. 

Mr. Wixson. Yes; that is a correct statement. He had resigned a 
long time before. 

Mr. Krearrut. The committee was desirous of procuring the testi- 
mony of Mr. Fletcher with reference to what his attitude really was, 
and what his experience in Mexico actually had been, but our informa- 
tion is that he fs gone to Europe. Do you know what the ground 
of his resignation was? 

Mr. WıiLson. Fairly well. I assume that Mr. Fletcher’s statements 
while he was on the witness stand were made vary largely in a spirit 
of deference to the administration. I assume that he took the posi- 
tion that while he was in the service it was necessary for him to 
state the matters the way the administration wanted them stated. 
I do not intend by this to endeavor to describe Mr. Fletcher’s opin- 
ions or character or morals. That is not my intention at all. I 
assume that his purpose was to maintain loyalty and consistency, 
even at the expense of veracity. Nor do I mean to say that he was 
not veracious. I am simply trying to analyze the situation, because, 
as a matter of fact, when he resigned his resignation was an indict- 
ment of the administration for its lack of policy and for the failure 
of power which this lack of policy had brought about, in procuri 
satisfactory results for American interests. The latter was couche 
in diplomatic language, and was courteous, but it left no room for 
doubt as to its meaning. I sce no reason for criticism of Mr. Fletcher; 
his position was difficult. | 

Mr. KearFut. You know of Mr. George A. Chamberlain, who was 
consul general at Mexico City after you left there, and during the 
Carranza régime? 

Mr. Wiison. No. 

Mr. KEarFut. Do you know why he resigned? 

Mr. Witson. Only from his own statemonts in the papers. 

p KearFuL. What was the reason for his resignation, as thus 
stated ? 

Mr. Witson. Absolute disapproval of the administration’s attitude 
in Mexican affairs. He has written a number of articles in the 
magazines here. 

Mr. Krarrur. Do you know John Bassett Moore, who was counsel 
of the State Department under Secretary Bryan ? 

Mr. Wiison. Very well. l 

Mr. KeAarrut. Do you know why he resigned ? 

Mr. WiıLsox. I do not know. I was told at the timo that he re- 
sined very largely because of dissatisfaction with the administra- 
tion’s attitude in Mexican affairs. I was told this in the Department 
of State. 

Mr. Kearrut. Was that a matter of common knowledge in the 
department ? l 

Mr. WıLsoN. It was at that time. 

(Whereupon the further examination of the witness was adjourned 
until Saturday, April 17, 1920, at 10 o’clock a. m.) 
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Mr. KearFut. Mr. Wilson, you stated that in 1910 there were 
about 75,000 Americans operating in Mexico and about 10,000 in 
Mexico City. What information have you as to those Americans in 
Mexico since that time? 

Mr. Witson. During the time I was in charge of the embassy, 
especially during the latter stages of the Madero administration and 
markedly so during the latter stages of the Huerta administration 
when it became evident that recognition was not to be accorded to 
Huerta, the American emigration was very heavy from every part of 
Mexico to the United States. In the City of Mexico probably 50 per 
cent of the Americans, apprehensive of the results which might follow 
the failure of the Washington administration to recognize the govern- 
ment of Huerta, left for the United States either to await the final 
outcome or remain permanently. 

Correspondence with the consulates throughout Mexico and advices 
brought from other sources indicated to me that at the time I left 
Mexico about 20,000 Americans had left. Information which has 
come into my possession from various sources since my departure 
and during the disturbed conditions preceding and following the 
Presidency of Carranza is that from 25,000 to 30,000 Americans have 
left Mexico and are now in this country. This would make a total 
of about 55,000 Americans who have returned to the United States. 
Whether there has been any counterflow or not I am unable to say. 
At the same time my estimate of the number of Mexicans who have 
left Mexico on account of the disturbed conditions and who are now 
living in the United States awaiting the restoration of normal condi- 
tions amounts to about 1,000,000 people. These emigrants, or rather 
fugitives, come from the landowning intellectual middle classes in 
Mexico to a very large extent, but there is also a very large percent- 
age from the laboring class in Mexico, who find it impossible to con- 
tinue peaceful pursuits during the present régime there. 

Mr. KearFuL. Do you know what the attitude of this Government 
has been with respect to the Americans living and having business 
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Mr. Witson. During the administration of Huerta the Americans 
were ordered out of Mexico by the Department of State and I believe 
by proclamation, but I am not sure. _ 

Mr. Kearrun. Did you ever have occasion to ascertain by con- 
versation with Secretary Bryan or President Wilson what their 
attitude was in regard to the Americans in Mexico ? 

Mr. Wilson. I believe you will have to put that question some 
other way. I know pretty well what their policy toward Mexico 
was, but their attitude toward Americans was another thing. 

Mr. Kearruv. Apart from the various orders that were given for 
Americans to leave Mexico, what was the attitude, if you know, in 
regard to the Americans there ? 

ár. Witson. Personally, neither the President nor Mr. Bryan 
expressed to me any opinion upon the subject of the Americans in 
Mexico. From various sources, from Americans who had had inter- 
views with Mr. Bryan and the President and from the position taken 
by the President and Mr. Bryan in receiving the American delega- 
tion representing the American colony, it appeared to be quite 
evident that any testimony from American sources was regarded 
with suspicion, and that persons who were interested in Mexico were 
regarded as prejudiced witnesses. 

Mr. KearFuL. I understand that your principal concern was with 
reference to the life and interests of American citizens in Mexico. 
Was not that matter discussed between you and the President when 
you saw him here on returning from Mexico? 

Mr. Wicson. I had only one interview with the President, which 
covered not to exceed two hours of time. Prior to that interview I 
went to the Department of State and inquired from some of the 
subordinates what papers and documents the President had called 
for, for the purpose of informing himself on the Mexican question. 
I was told by subordinates that he had only called for the last con- 
fidential report—that is to say, for the report made from the embassy 
covering the revolution against Madero—and that he had not asked 
to be furnished with anv of the preceding reports. I made this 
inquiry for the purpose of being able to discuss with the President 
the situation in an intelhgent way. 

Mr. KEARFUL. In your conversation with the President did he 
express any concern for the lives or properties or interests of Amer- 
icans in Mexico ? 

Mr. Wiison. No. The entire conversation was confined to the 
question of the recognition of Huerta. 

Mr. KeEaARFUL. With respect to Americans who had established 
themselves in business and in homes in Mexico, what was the effect 
upon them of their being told to leave that country ? 

Mr. Witson. Thousands of them have been absolutely ruined. 
Perhaps I would better say that in the interview with the President 
he maintained a very reserved attitude with reference to the situa- 
tion in Mexico and that by the very force of the circumstances I was 
compelled to do most of the talking. The basis of my representa- 
tions to the President was the recognition of Huerta and I submitted 
to him a memorandum which is elsewhere inserted, outlining pre- 
cisely how recognition ought to be accorded and what reserves nah 
to be insisted upon. I also recommended that in the event that 
recognition was not accorded that, in compliance with what would 
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be our apparent duty in the situation which would result, interven- 
tion would probably become necessary and I indicated how that 
intervention could be carried into effect. 

Mr. Kearrvut. Did the President seem to be impressed with your 
recommendations ? 

Mr. Witson. No. His only comment was that Huerta would not 
carry them out. At the time he made this statement I had the 
verbal assurances of Huerta that he would expect, in the event of 
the firm installation of his government, to have the moral assistance 
and advice of the Government of the United States in pruning by 
evolutionary practice the gradual establishment of rea] democratic 
methods in the government of Mexico. : 

Mr. KearFuL. Was there anv notice given to American citizens to 
leave Mexico during the administration of President Taft ? 

Mr. Wiison. None. During the administration of President 
Madero conditions in Mexico became, especially toward the last, 
practically intolerable in certain parts of Mexico. It was ver 
difficult to secure protection for Americans in these districts. i 
therefore recommended to the Department of State that consuls 
within these especially dangerous zones be instructed through the 
embassy to advise—not order, but to advise—Americans to change 
their residences to urban centers where protection could be accorded. 
But no Americans were ever ordered out of Mexico during the Taft 
administration. On the border some of the consuls probably ordered 
Americans to po into the-United States as that was the safest and 
easiest place of procuring safety. 

Mr. Krarruu. These advices related only to certain restricted and 
dangerous districts ? 

r. Wilson. Yes; and they are defined in the statement which 
was issued. 

Mr. KrearFu.. Those were districts in which there were revolu- 
tionary or bandit activities ? 

Mr. Wixson. Yes; and there was no protection at all. Those 
localities were named. 

Mr. KearFu.. Do you know what became of the Maderos and the 
propery of the Madero family under the rule of Carranza ? 

'ıLsonN. For a long time the Maderos were not permitted to 
enter Mexico and their estates were seized by the Carranza govern- 
ment. Whether that condition still exists or not I am unable to say. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did Carranza start his revolution as a Maderista 
and as a protest against the assassination of Madero ? 

Mr. WILson. Yes. 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you think that that was the real motive or 
merely an obstensible one ? 

Mr. Witson. That was the popular and sentimental slogan suited 
to the situation. 

Mr. KrarruL. How do you account for the state ot mind of Presi- 
dent Wilson in adopting and following out the policy that he has 
adopted and followed in reference to Mexico and the American citi- 
zens in Mexico ? 

Mr. Witson. It is of course impossible for me to fathom the Presi- 
dent’s mind or to analyze accurately the motives which impelled him 
to the adoption of the peculiar policy or lack of poicy which has 
been pursued with reference to Mexico during the last seven years. 


+ 
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From close observation and study of the President’s character in 
connection with other policies of the administration, I am inclined 
to think that his policy toward Mexico was the result of a mental 
obsession that all knowledge and all power rest in the Executive. It 
is impossible to believe that the motives of the President were not 
good, but as to the inspiration of these motives I think we may obtain 
a fairly clear idea from his course at other critical periods in the his- 
tory of the last seven years. 

believe the President came into office obsessed with the idea that 
he held a mandate from the American people not only to reverse all 
the policies of his predecessors, but with the determination to enlarge 
and "perhaps exaggerate the power of the Executive beyond all 
precedent in our history. To this idea he has risen mentally, but 
certain weaknesses in his character have usually brought about incon- 
sistent and hesitating performance. To illustrate, one of the first 
acts of President Wilson after assuming office was to destroy what is 
generally known as the Six-Powers Agreement which had been con- 
stituted by the great powers of Europe in conjunction with the United 
States not only for the purpose of the development and evolution of 
China, but likewise for the purpose of holding Japan in check. 

The result of the President’s precipitate action was that all sem- 
blance of European and American control over Asiatic conditions 
was sacrificed, and the great prestige and influence which this Gov- 
ernment demanded and obtained under the administration of the 
Department of State by Mr. John Hay was lost. Following the col- 
lapse of the six-power agreement Japan asserted a practical sover- 
eignty over China. With the outbreak of the European war she 
advanced her position and became practically the overlord of all 
far eastern countries. Here at this point was recorded the direct 
result of the precipitate and unwise action of President Wilson in 
foreign affairs. He was immediately brought face to face with the 
unfortunate results which were made quite evident in the Lansing- 
Ishii treaty, by which the Government of the United States recog- 
nized the predominance and overlordship of Japan in the Far East, 
a predominance and overlordship which had been brought about very 
largely by the weakness of this administration and by its precipitate 
action. The Lansing-Ishii treaty affords a very fair illustration of 
the logical but unpleasant consequences of precipitate haste in 
eee diplomacy too often expressed in grandiloquent phrase- 
ology. 

The evil results of this hasty step did not, unfortunately, end there, 
for when President Wilson engaged in the discussions of the peace con- 
ference at Paris he was again confronted with the fruits of his unfor- 
tunate diplomacy in the form of demands made by Japan before the 
conference, accompanied by subtle threats, that actual lordship over 
the Peninsula of Shantung should be accorded to her, and the peace 
conference, Which at that moment was beset by the urgent demands 
of Italy, along with other vexatious problems, rather than add to its 
difficulties, admitted the claims of Japan, which are in direct con- 
travention with the principles enunciated by the President in his 
Mount Vernon speech. 

In other wore in tbs announcement and definition of a foreign 
policy which the President seems to consider his special province, 
we have precipitate announcement of doctrine, but there is usually 
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absolute failure of performance, because between announcement and 
conclusion, the fruit of unwisdom is borne. 

The same quality of mind is illustrated in the discussion of article 
10 of the peace treaty. Article 10 is an important article in the 
treaty, but there are other articles which are fully as important and 
vital. However, the President wrote article 10, and that was his 
sole contribution to the treaty of peace. Confronted with the Amer- 
ican opposition to article 10, which had been precipitately and adven- 
turously injected into the treaty by the President himself, the Presi- 
dent shows a preference to sacrifice the interests of the bleeding 
world rather than sacrifice his pride of authorship and opinion. 
Therefore, the treaty falls because article 10 is modified and changed 
contrary to his wishes. 

The attitude of the President in Mexican affairs has been, from the 
origin of the difficulties there, that he understood the situation and 
that no one else did. To this mental obsession he has clung in spite 
of an absolute collapse of his policy and of widespread and disastrous 


consequences, and in my opinion he will continue to maintain the | 


attitude which he has assumed, as I am informed he has written the 
lank on Mexico for the Democratic national convention, in which 


it is declared that a state of peace reigns in Mexico and that his policy 


has been vindicated. l 

Mr. KearruL. What is your present information in regard to the 
state of peace that reigns in Sonora, perhaps the largest State of the 
Republic of Mexico? 

Mr. Witson. My information is that the State of Sonora and the 
State of Sinaloa are both in revolution against the central govern- 
ment. I have heard that there were other States, but I have no posi- 
tive information about that. The population of the States of Sonora 
and Sinaloa is made up very largely of white Mexicans who emigrated 
50 or 75 years ago from Texas. It is quite distinct from the other 
border population. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Sonora is the State in which Carranza’s revolution 
was started, with the assistance of Gen. Alvaro Obregon, is it not? 

Mr. Witson. No; hardly that. The revolution of Carranza started 
in the State of Coahuila, but he was driven out of Coahuila by Huerta 
and became a fugitive. He finally went to Hermosillo, in the State 
of Sonora, and was received and protected by Obregon. At that 
time he had no soldiers at all, but was an absolute fugitive from the 
Federal Government. 

Mr. Kearrut. What I meant was that his first successes began 
under protection of Obregon ? 

Mr. Wilson. Yes. ` 

Mr. KearFut. In order to illustrate what you have just been 
saying about President Wilson's strange misconception of Mexico, 
I refer to Mr. Calero’s book again. On page 77 he said, quoting Mr. 
Wilson: 

“My passion is for the submerged 85 per cent of the people of that Republic, who 
are now struggling toward liberty,” said Mr. Wilson in May, 1914, referring to the 
revolution, whose most conspicuous figure was then Francisco Villa. (Interview in 
the Saturday Evening Post.) ; 

Who composes that 85 per cent? Mr. Wilson himself undertakes to say: ‘‘The 
present revolution, like alt preceding revolutions, is primarily a revolution by the 


ns, who want to regain their land;’’ and he adds that the revolution was ‘‘a fight 
or the land, just that and nothing more.” 
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On page 68, Calero gives his conception of the motives of the 
revolution as follows: ; 


No one could have confidence in the revolution, because in this there dominated 
that which dominates in all Latin-American revolutions: The personal ambition of 
one, or various men to possess themselves of the Government. Onlv Mr. Wilson, who 
appears ignorant of the psychology of this kind cf revolts, could believe that it was the 
conscientious movement of a people struggling for liberty; but for those who are 
acquainted with that psvchologv, the confidence or want of confidence which the 
revolution inspired, was measured by the confidence or want of confidence which its 
leaders inspired. 


Particularizing as to the acts of the revolutionists at that time, he 
said on page 61: 

The struggle between the Carranzistas and the Conventionists (of which latter 
group Villa was the head) assumed a character of terrible cruelty. Those combatants 
did not appear to fight against their enemies, but against the immenee pacific popu- 
lation. Everyone, who may have followed the changes of this drama, knows the 
infinite number of attacks upon the honor of women, upon religion, upon property 
and upon life. A savage struggle in which the Yaquis, barbarous and sanguinary, 
who formed a part of the hosts of Carranza, the criminals, taken from all the prisons, 
the Mexican Indian, ignorant and avid for blood and rapine, who formed the bulk of 
the combatants, satisfied their instincts for bestial ferocity at the expenee of fifteen 
millions of human beings. 

Hunger and pestilence increased the ravages of war. The military chiefs made 
scandalous fortunes, and what they did not appropriate to themselves was sent to the 
United States to the voracious speculators, who were paid with the bread and tears 
of the Mexican people for the arms and ammunition which sustained that infernal 
conflict. 

Read the reports of the Red Cross; examine the official data with which the Depart- 
ment of State is stuffed, and it will be seen that while thousands of women and children 
were dying for lack of food, cargoes of corn, beans, live stock, and all that conld satisfy 
hunger, went ont of the Mexican ports and of the frontier cities to be converted into 
rifles and cartridges, into instruments of destruction. 


Which do you think is correct, President Wilson or Mr. Calero ?. 

Mr. Wirson. Mr. Calero’s is a very accurate description. It is 
practically and precisely, except as to the words, the position I have 
taken in numbers of addresses and numbers of magazine articles. 

Mr. KearruL. How does this statement of Mr. Calero accord with 
the note that you mentioned yesterday that was sent by Secretary 
Lansing in June, 1916, to President Carranza ? 

Mr. Witson. The conclusions are the same. 

Mr. Kearrvt. Do vou conceive that it is possible for the Demo- 
cratic convention at San Francisco to adopt a plank approving and 
sustaining the policy of President Wilson under those conditions and 
upon those facts ? | 

Mr. Wixson. It is hardly possible for me to analyze the Democratic 
convention or the attitude it may take upon any public question. 

Mr. KearFUL. Do you believe that any patriotic body of men 
could a prove that policy in the light of those facts ? 

Mr. WILSON. A resolution approving the policy of the President 
toward Mexico in view of what ee papain toward the Americans 
there would be equivalent to a resolution passed by any body of 
Americans in this country, after the blowing up of the Lusitania, 
indicating German sympathy. There is not a particle of difference 
except that the one thing occurred on land and! the crimes and the 
tragedies were scatterred over a considerable period of time, and the 
other occurred on the sea and the tragedy occurred at once. There 18 
no difference whatever.. From my standpoint any man—assuming 
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that he is fairly well informed—who supports the Mexican policy 
of President Wilson is unpatriotic and un-American. 

Mr. Kearrut. You have come in contact with the Mexican people. 
Can you give a statement as to the character and potentialities of the 
Mexican people? 

Mr. Witson. Are you referring now to the so-called higher classes 
or lower classes ? 

Mr. KearruL. My question is general and you may particularize 
as you please. | 

Mr. Wirson. Of course you must understand that 80 per cent of the 
population of Mexico is Indian and unable to read or write. 

Ir. KEARFUL. That is the submerged 85 per cent? 

Mr. Witson. The submerged 80 or 85 per cent, that President 
Wilson refers to, is Indian and unable to read or write. That 80 per 
cent has widely different elements. The Indian of the north is a 
distinctly different person from the Indian of the south in habits, 
in oe in traditions, in all that goes to make up a unit in the body 

olitic. 

i The Indian of the north is a descendant of the Aztec. He is as a 
rule grossly ignorant, intemperate, uncleanly. Brigandage is his real 
occupation. His other pursuits are merely nominal. 

The Indian of the south of Mexico is a descendant of the Mava race 
of Indians, sometimes called the white Indians, with admixture in 
some instances and in some localities with the Toltecs who preceded 
the Aztecs in the invasion of Mexico. The Mayas, the original 
Mexican race, who inhabit the States of Yucatan, Tabasco, Campeche, 
and Chiapas, are almost entirely of the pure Maya race, cleanly, 
industrious, handsome, and law abiding. 

‘In the section immediately to the north of these States there is a 
mixture of the Mava and the Toltee which makes the prevailing type 
in the States of Vera Cruz, Puebla, Oaxaca, and Morelos. These are 
also industrious and orderly people. There never has been a marked 
tendency to anarchy and revolution among the Mexicans south of a 
line running through San Luis Potosi. 

Mr. Krarrou. That is about the center of Mexico? 

Mr. Wilson. Yes; south of that line there would have been no 
revolution and no disturbances of any kind if the country had not 
been invaded by the revolutionary elements, upsetting order, bringing 
about confusion and plundering the people. Through all this section 
the government of Gen. Diaz was very popular and very strong. 
A very large par of it never accepted the government of Madero and 
a very considerable part of it has not accepted the government of 
Carranza. The great and prosperous State of Oaxaca, for instance, 
is now absolutely independent, and with it goes its dependent States 
of Tabasco and Campeche. 

The southern Mexican Indian, who is a man who labors upon the 
soil, if treated firmly and kindly and justly, does well. 

Mr. KearFut. Do you think he has potentialities of a good citizen 2 

Mr. Witson. The southern Mexican; yes. They have no under- 
standing whatever of finespun or altruistic political theories. They 
do understand justice when accompanied by firmness, but the word 
“Justice” has no meaning to them unless it is reinforced by power 
and vigor of executive action. The Americans in Mexico were very 
successful in dealing with this class of Mexicans. They paid them 
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better and looked more closely after their physical welfare than the 
Mexican employers. The American always dealt firmly with them, 
understanding their character generally much better than the white 
Mexican employers. 

With good government, civilized conditions, education, and the 
wise supervision of a semiautocratic government, these people can 
be gradually brought to a comprehension of the practices of real 
democracy; but they never can be brought to that state of mind or 
to the practice of democracy by revolution. 

Mr. KearruL. What have vou observed to be the effect socially, 
morally, and educationally upon the Mexican natives of the operation 
of American enterprises in Mexico? 

Mr. Witson. On the railways, which were wholly the creation of 
American enterprise and capital, a very distinct type of Mexican was 
evolved, fully equal in some branches of railway work to the Ameri- 
can employees. They made good engineers, good trainmen, good 
switchmen or yardmen, but not good conductors. In the oil regions 
the results achieved through the employment of Mexican labor were 
and are, I believe, very satisfactory. I once visited the oil regions 
in the State of Tamaulipas, near pases and made a very complete 
investigation of the conditions prevailing upon the properties of the 
Huasteco Oil Co., which is the mother property of the Mexican 
Petroleum Co. 

Mr. Krarrvt. It was also the pioneer oil enterprise in Mexico? 

Mr. Witson. Yes; and I found there conditions prevailing under 
the administration of Mr. Doheny, who is president of the Mexican 
Petroleum Co., which were a great credit to the company—schools, 
hospitals, churches, good roads, all the usual arrangements pertain- 
ing to the good health and moral well being and happiness of the 
people. I was quite impressed with what had been done in this 
direction. I made inquiry at the time and was told that the condi- 
tions prevailing upon other oil properties, which had been largely 
modeled upon the Huasteco, were not in any instance very far behind 
conditions prevailing on the Huasteco Oil Co.’s property. 

I have also, from time to time during my residence in Mexico, 
visited American sugar estates, cotton estates, coffee estates, rubber 
estates, and mines, and in every instance I have found working con- 
ditions better than those prevailing in similar properties owned by 
Mexicans, and invariably the wage scale was higher and workmen 
better contented and more industrious than in Mexican owned prop- 
erty. 

The city of Tampico at that time was being transformed from an 
aggregation of adobe houses into a modern municipality, with all the 
conveniences of modern life. All this, or most of it, was being done 
through American initiative and by American capital. 

Mr. Kearrer. I had intended asking you about the character of 
Porfirio Diaz. Mr. William Jennings Bryan, in an issue of the Com- 
moner, which he owns, on January 30, 1903, had this to say: 

The third great man produced by the Mexican Republic is the present President. 
With the exception of one term. he has been President since 1876, during which time 
he has shown wonderful ability. and it is doubtful if there is in the world to-day 8 
chief executive of greater capacity or devotion to his people. Certainly no people 
have made greater relative progress than the Mexican people have made under the 
administration of Porfirio Diaz. Education has been promoted, law and order estab- 
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lished, agriculture developed. commerce stimulated, and nearly every section of the 
country copnected by railroad with the capital. While there are many able and 
strong men upon whom the mantle of President might worthily fall. he has been so 
remarkably successful and has such a hold upon all classes of the people that he wilf 
doubtless remain at the head of the Government as long as he lives. The people 
would hardly consent to his withdrawal. even if he desired to lay down the responsi- 
bilities of the position. 

How does that statement compare with your observation of Diaz 
and his work ? 

Mr. Wison. In so far as it relates to his work I agree entirely 
with Mr. Bryan’s statement. As to his expressions relative to the 
firmness of the government of Diaz, I am inclined to think that Mr. 
Bryan does not understand Latin-American psychology, for in Latin- 
America it is “hallelujah” one day and anathema the next. 

Mr. KearFuu. Was Porfirio Diaz the character of man who will 
have to be relied upon to govern Mexico if it is to be governed by a 
Mexican ? 

Mr. Witson. Yes; Mexico can not be governed in strict accordance 
with republican or democratic principles, because the people have 
not been educated to understand what those principles are. We 
ought to be satisfied to have Mexico preserve the form of repub- 
lican government under an administration which will gradually, 
through the processes of evolution, bring about the practices of real 
democracy. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You are familiar with the history of Mexico. Has 
there ever been any period in Mexican history in which there was law 
and order and protection to life and property except during the ad- 
ministration of Porfirio Diaz? 

Mr. Wixison. None. 

Mr. KearFrut. Was Gen. Huerta the character of man that might 
have been relied upon to govern Mexico as it must be governed ? 

Mr. Witson. Yes; I should have said in answering your previous 

uestion that under Huerta conditions were very rapidly moving in 

e direction of absolute peace and order. 

Mr. KrearruL. Was Huerta essentially the same character of man 
that Porfirio Diaz was? l 

Mr. Witson. He had some of the characteristics of Diaz, but was 
not as high-grade man as Diaz. Diaz was not only a firm ruler; he 
was a statesman of vision and looked ahead into the future. Huerta 
was anxious to follow in the footsteps of Diaz, being in entire sym- 
pathy with the Diaz type of government, and also being in complete 
sympathy with tho Diaz foreign policy of maintaining absolutely 
friendly relations with the Government of the United States. He 
lacked the moral poise of Diaz. He lacked the power of restraint. 
He was somewhat hasty in his decisions and with a tendency, which 
he constantly held in check, to extreme action. It is to be noted 
that during the time of Huerta Americans were everywhere protected 
in Mexico—that is to say, until the last. 

Mr. KearFfuL. Until the occupation of Vera Cruz? 

Mr. Witson. Yes; until the occupation of Vera Cruz—and that 
during his administration only two Mexicans were killed outside of 
legal procedure. 

r. KEARFUL. Is that an unusual thing in Mexico? 

Mr. Witson. Very. One of the persons executed by order o 
Huerta was one of his own relatives who had brutally murdered a 
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soldier. The other one was a member of Congress who endeavored 
to incite a revolt in Congress against the President. 

Mr. Kearrui. Did you ever have any conversations with President 
Iuerta in regard to the American policy and his own attitude towards 
the United States? 

Mr. Witson. Many. 


Mr. KEARFUL. Are you at liberty to give the committee the benefit 
of those interviews ? 


Mr. Witson. Of course, these all related to the pressing urgency of 


the situation in Mexico and also as to the probable attitude of the 
Government at Washington. 


In the beginning of those discussions Huerta was pliable, diplo- 
matic, gracious, and ready to concede practically anything demanded. 
After the final interview which I had with him on this subject, his 
attitude changed completely, and whereas prior to that time there 
had been an excess of willingness to grant everything I demanded 
ollicially, after this interview there was a complete change of front, 
and the deliberate policy seems to have been adopted of illustrating, 
through their treatment of me, their resentment of the attitude of the 
administration at Washington. 

From the time of this interview, a memorandum of which, made 
at the time, I will ask to have inserted in the record, I was given very 
scant courtesy by the Mexican foreign office. 


MEMORANDUM OF THE AMBASSADOR’S INTERVIEW WITH PRESIDENT HUERTA, 


Mexico, May Y, 1918, 

I saw the President to-day at his request. Te said that he had been wanting to 
have a consultation with me for some time relative to the delayed recognition of this 
Government by the Government of the United States. I said to him that, believing 
that the interests of our own country as well as those of Mexico were involved in the 
early recognition of the latter by the former. I had made repeated representations to 
Washington urging the resumption of full and cordial officials relations, but that 
neither the Department of State nor the President had given expression to any views 
on the question, and that I was without any guidance as to the views entertained at 
Washington except those furnished by conjecture. I said to him that possibly imme- 
diate recognition might be brought about by the immediate and unreserved settlement 
of all the great questions pending bewteen the two Governments at the present time, 
and which had formed the basis of my letter of February 24, 1913, to him. I said to 
him that I could only conjecture that this might be the reason for withholding recog. 
nition, and that, on the other hand, the Government might., in deference to a certain 
section of public opinion, be delaying its action so as to follow other nations in making 
official recognition, and that, also, the question probably might be intluenced by the 
complete reestablishment of peace throughout the country. 

The President then asked me if he might talk to me unreservedly as a friend of 
Mexico and a personal friend of his. I said that he might. but that he must under- 
stand that I could have no secrets from my Government concerning political matters. 
He then went on to say, speaking with much earnestness, eloquence, and some bit- 
terness, that the Mexican nation was solvent and independent, and that this ad- 
ministration, which, though not elected, had been as lezilly constituted as any gov- 
ernment could possibly be, had entered upon the task of reestablishing peace with & 
bankrupt treasury left by the Madero adininistration, which had plundered the na- 
tion, and with n> army; that by a careiul administration and skillful direction of 
public funds a new army had been built up and equipped and was about to take 
the field for active operations against the rebels, This recruiting he said wag now 
going on at the rate of S00 soldiers a day; that perce was being rapidly established 
throughout the Republic except in certain districts on or near the border and in the 
State of Morelos. AM other outbreaks, he said, were purely brigandage; and that by 
the end of June he expected to have prictical perce reestablished throughout the 
Republic. He stated that the loan which the Government had been negotiating for 
some time was about to be closed, and that the Governments of Germany. France, 
and Italy were about to follow England and Spain in recognizing this Republic. 
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In view of all of these facts, the President said he felt that the attitude of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States in refusing to accord recognition to this administration 
was unwise, unfriendly, and that, in the event that this Government should fail to 
sustain itself the opinion of the world was certain to place the responsibility upon the 
administration at Washington for whatever disasters might follow. He gaid, in view 
of this situation, that this Government did not feel that it would be justified, in view 
of the hostile public opinion and in view of the undignified position in which it would 
be placed by so doing, in concluding the questions at present pending between the 
two Governments. Thatist»say, the Chamizal, the Colorado River case, the special- 
claims cases, and the general claims cases. He added that the Washington Govern- 
ment’s view in these cases, together with the Tlahualilo case, which had been entirely 
concluded, had been accepted in principle by this Government, and that whenever 
the Government of the United States would place this Government in the position 
of settling the questions as matters between two friendly and sovereign, if not two 
equally powerful countries, their prompt s.lution could be expected, but nct before. 

He aided some words of appreciation of the personal services which I had ren- 
dered to the country and said that my attitude was fully understood and that all 
classes here were profoundly grateful for what I had done, and that in the event of 
my departure expression of public approval of a most unique and unprecedented 
character would he paid me. | 


A little bit later, when there were anti-American outbreaks in 
Mexico City, evidently inspired by the Government, I sent a very 
sharp note to the minister of foreign affairs, in which I demanded 
immediate action by the Government for the procurement of absolute 
cessation of these attacks. This note was couched in very vigorous 
language and was very strongly resented by the Huerta administra- 
tion. Tron that time on the embassy was absolutely isolated, and 
I found myself without the confidence of the Government I was repre- 
senting or any influence with the Government to which I was 
accredited. i 

This unfortunate situation continued until my departure; and 
whereas it will be seen in the memorandum attached that it was the 
intention of the Mexican Government to accord me unusual and 
unique expressions of ee on the occasion of my departure, ° 
in recognition of the work which I had done in bringing about peace, 
as a matter of fact when I left Mexico City the usual courtesies 
accorded by the Mexican Government to departing diplomatic repre- 
sentatives were not given me. On the other hand, when Mrs. Wilson 
left, the courtesies were extremely marked, showing that they intended 
in this way to mark their disapproval of the-attitude of the Wash- 
ington Government. 

. Kearrut. But, nevertheless, to show their personal appre- 
ciation ? 

Mr. Wilson. Yes. The attitude of the people at that time, as 
long as I remained in Mexico, and of the Government, aside from this 
evident purpose to express their resentment at the attitude of the 
Washington Government, was one of deep gratitude and kindness. 

The memorandum of this last interview with Huerta is very in- 
teresting, in that it reveals something of his character. There 
had been a very persistent effort made in the United States to pro- 
duce the impression that Huerta was an ignorant, rough, and 
intemperate soldier. On the contrary, he was a highly educated 
man, and possessed wonderful gifts of eloquence and oratory, was 
persuasive, diplomatic, and courteous. He was provincial in dress 
and in knowledge of social conventions, but not otherwise. 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you know of the existence now of any able and 
strong man in Mexico upon whom the mantle of President might 
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worthily fall—such a man as Porfirio Diaz as he was described by 
Mr. Bryan in 1903? 

Mr. Witson. No. If there are any Mexicans approximating to the 
character of Diaz, they are in this country or in Europe. 

Mr. KEArFUL. It was testified here by a prominent Mexican that 
approximately 80 per cent of the intelligent class of Mexicans were 
exiled from Mexico and unable to return there. What is your opinion 
about the prospect of establishing a government in Mexico without 
the assistance of this intelligent class of Mexicans now exiled from 
Mexico ? 

Mr. Wi1son. It is an impossibility. 

Mr. KearruL. Have you opinions that you can give for the benefit 
of the committce in regard to what should be done to establish peace 
and stable government in Mexico? 

Mr. Witson. At the present time Mexico is burned out. All of the 
intelligence and most of the patriotism of the country are in exile. 
Nothing can be done in the direction of setting up a different govern- 
ment in Mexico so long as the Washington administration maintains 
a force on the border for the purpose of maintaining the present 
Carranza government. An illustration of the extremes to which our 
Executive goes in maintaining the Carranza administration probably 
will be furnished to-day or to-morrow in the granting of permission 
to Carranza to pass troops over American soil for the purpose of 
fighting the Obregon forces in the State of Sonora. I shall be very 
much surprised if this permission is not granted, and yet it constitutes 
an act of absolute interference in the political affairs of Mexico, 
granted at the request of an administration that has taken an attitude 
of decp hostility toward the Government of the United States, and 
which has instituted intrigue after intrigue against the Government 
of the United States, and has apparently with deliberation refused to 
give protection to American citizens in Mexico. 

me of the natural leaders of a new movement in Mexico are in the 
United States or Europe. It would be extremely difficult, except 
under the direction of the Government of the United States and with 
its cooperation, to bring these people together under any definite 
leadership. It may perhaps be done and probably will be done if the 
next President of the United States is prepared to carry out the 
declarations of the platform upon which Mr. Wilson was first elected. 

To cure the situation in Mexico to-day there are only three reme- 
dies which can be employed: 

First, abandonment of the country officially and the recall of the 
American population, with the consequent relapse of the country 
into barbarism. 

Second, the installation there by this Government of a government 
friendly to this, and willing to work in harmony with it; the firm 
establishment and maintenance of this government by the financial 
and moral assistance of the Government of the United States, enabling 
it to restore peace and order and mect its international obligations. 

Third, intervention by the armed forces of the United States down 
to the twenty-second parallel, which covers the area within which 
most of the revolutions originate, and which is the most sparsely 
inhabited part of Mexico; the establishment and recognition of an 
independent republic within this territory, its stability to be main- 
tained by the protection and financial and moral aid of this Govern- 
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ment, and the inducement of immigration from all countries. This 
would constitute a buffer State, and therefore the destinies of Mexico 
would be controlled by the peaceful population south of San Luis 
Potosi and the Mexican question would cease to have any importance, 
or at least not more importance than the affairs of any other Latin- 
American question. 

I do not recommend any one of these three courses. 

Mr. KeEarFuL. Have you any objection to stating which one of 
them you prefer ? 

Mr. Witson. I think it would be rather difficult to say that. Of 
course, one prefers to see Mexico restored to peaceful conditions and 
the practice of law and order with her territories intact if that can 
be accomplished through the method which I have suggested under 
No. 2. I very much doubt whether that plan can be successfully 
carried out, and I am coming reluctantly to the conclusion that in 
the ultimate analysis we shall be forced to recognize and to assume the 
duty of putting Mexico in order by some method closely connected 
with the third recommendation. Of course we can not continue in 
the business of talking about making the world a decent place to live 
in with our own back yard in a filthy condition. If we are to engage 
in the business of evangelizing the world, we must begin our moral 
and altruistic program within what really might be called our own 
household. | 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you think we owe any duty to anybody, and if 
so, whom, to step in and set Mexico right? 

Mr. Wiuson. I should say that the immediate proximity of a great 
civilized power to a nation of anarchistic tendencies, where law and 
order do not prevail, furnishes in itself abundant reasons for such 
action on the part of the great power as will produce peaceful con- 
ditions within the borders of its weaker neighbor. In this case there 
is the additional reason that our Government is in a very large 
measure responsible for the conditions which prevail in Mexico, as 
we dispossessed a legally constituted government for the sole reason 
that we did not like it, and after a long period of chaos set up there 
a pure military autocracy which never has had any semblance of 
authority from the Mexican people, which never has had control 
over more than one-half of the territories of Mexico—a government 
weak where it should be strong and strong where it should be con- 
ciliatory; a government which has involved Mexico in a mountain of 
debt, which has utterly destroyed the works created by vears of 
diligent statesmanship under Diaz, and which were in part main- 
tained by Madero, | which to-day represents, not a nation, but an 
ageregation of feudal brigands. | 

fr. KEAaRFUL. You think that the anarchistic condition of Mexico, 
lying at our back door, constitutes a menace to us, and that we there- 
fore owe a duty to ourselves to correct that condition for our pro- 
tection ? 

Mr. Wiison. The Mexican question has ceased to be a border ques- 
tion. It has become a national question. During the recent Euro- 
pean war the Mexican Government had in its employ a number of 
German officers, usually estimated at something like 110, training 
the Mexican army for assault on our borders in conjunction with 
Japan. It therefore becomes evident that we are always open to 
attack from the south. The ocean ts our protection on the Atlantic 
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and the Pacific, and we have a peaceful neighbor to the north, but from 
the south we are always open to attack, and, while I am entirely 
sure that the advances of the Carranza government to Japan at this 
time were not even considered, the fact that such offers were made 
ought to constitute a warning to the American people. 

Mr. Kearrut. You think, in the second place, that because we 
interposed to overthrow the government of Huerta and impose upon 
Mexico the government of Carranza we owe a duty to the Mexican 
people? 

Mr. Wilson. Yes. 

Mr. KearFfrtL. Not to go over again the duties that this Govern- 
ment may owe to its citizens living and having interests in Mexico, 
do you believe that this Government, by reason of the peculiarities 
of the situation, owes any duty to other countries whose nationals 
are affected by the Mexican situation ? - 

Mr. Wilson. Oh, ves. We have directly assumed that obligation 
bv refusing to recognize the government of Huerta, which was recog- 
nized by all European Governments. By insisting upon our own 
policy contrary to the views of all European Governments we have 
made ourselves responsible for what followed, and now we are in the 
situation that these same Governments have refused to recognize the 
government of Carranza, maintaining their perfectly legal position 
which they took in the time of Huerta. 

Mr. Kearrur. Do vou know whether or not there was any agree- 
ment entered into by this Government with the European Govern- 
ments interested in Mexico to the effect that if we should be allowed 
a free hand in Mexico we would be responsible to them for the con- 
sequences ? 

Mr. Wiison. Only as I have read it in the newspapers. I have 
seen references to it, but I know nothing about that. 

Mr. Kearrtt. I believe that is all I care to ask that I have any 
notes upon, Mr. Wilson. Ts there anything further that has not been 
covered that you would like to sav ? 

Mr. Witson. I rather thìnk not. Of course, I could talk to you 
some days here, but I do not know that I would add anything if I 
did. I believe there is nothing else. 

Mr. Kearrut. The committee is very much obliged to you. 

(Thereupon, at 12.15 o'clock p. m., the subeommittee adjourned 
until Monday, April 19, 1920, at 10 o'clock a. m.) - 
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TUESDAY, APRIL 27, 1920. 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON FoREIGN RELATIONS, 
Washington, D. C. 


The following testimony was taken at Washington, D. C., April 27, 


1920, by Francis J. Kearful, Esq., in pursuance of an order of the 
subcommittee of the Committee of Foreign Relations of the Senate: 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN LIND. 


(The witness was sworn by Mr. Kearful.) 

. KearruL. Please state your full name. 

. Lind. John Lind. 

. KearFfuL. What is your present address ? 

Linp. Minneapolis, Minn 

Mr. KearruL. What is your profession ? 

. Linn. Lawyer. 

. KEARFUL. You are a native-born American citizen ? 
. Linp. No; I am not. I was born in Sweden, but I have lived 
in the United States over 50 years. 

Mr. KearFrut. You are a naturalized citizen ? 

Mr. Linn. I became naturalized by reason of my father’s naturali- 
zation. 

Mr. Kearru.. While you were a minor? 

Mr. Linp. Yes; I was a child when my parents came here. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You were subpenaed to give the committee the 
benefit of your views in regard to conditions in Mexico, based upon 
pour knowledge and experience. The members of the committee, 

eing otherwise engaged, have authorized me to proceed with the 
examination. 

What has been your opportunity to observe conditions in Mexico? 

Mr. Linp. Since I left Mexico in the early spring of 1914 I have 
had no opportunity; I have not been there, and I have had no cor- 
respondence. For a long time I received the Mexico City papers. 
Later I asked that they be sent direct to our a During the 
war I read the Mexican papers pretty carefully, but had absolutely 
no correspondence either with Americans or Mexicans since 1915, 
So my knowledge of Mexican conditions, if I have we at all, is sim- 
py based on the impressions that I have received from the press, 

exican and American. 

Mr, Krearrut. When did you first go to Mexico? 

Mr, Linn. In July, 1913. 

Mr. KearruL. Did you have any knowledge of conditions in Mex- 
ico before you went there? 
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Mr. Linp. Only the general knowledge that an American would 
have who has been in public life to some extent, as I had, and general 
ea I had never been in Mexico prior to that time. l 

Mr. KearruL. Had you made any special investigation of Mexican 
conditions before vou went? 

Mr. Lind. I had not. 

Mr. Kearrut. Briefly, what was your mission to Mexico! 

Mr. Linp. That is best explained by the President’s communica- 
tion to Congress, to which I will call your attention. 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you have the particular portion to which you 
wish to refer? 

Mr. Linn. The letter which I carried. It is given in full. 

Mr. Krearrut. This is an address by President Wilson to Congress, 
delivered August 27, 1913, in which he sets out a letter of instruc- 
tions that was given to you? 

Mr. Linp. Yes. If I may interrupt at this point to A ee I had 
no knowledge previous to the receipt of a telegram from Mexico that 
the President or the administration had any step of this character 
in view. I think it has been stated at the hearing or somewhere that 
I was a candidate for office. I never held an appointive office in my 
life. The President had had the kindness to offer me an appointive 
oflice without my solicitation previous to this, which I declined. 
The telegram simply requested me to come to Washington immedi- 
ately. Twas busy in court at the time and had to ask the postpone 
ment of the trip for a few days, and then I came on. e 
knew about what the President had in view was when I reached 
Washington. Then this memorandum to which I have called atten- 
tion was given to me and its purpose explained in a general way. lt 
was regarded as a mere temporary arploument. I expected, and I 
think that was the thought of all concerned, that I would return ın 
the course of two or three wecks, so I did not leave with any prepa- 
ration to remain any length of time. — 

Mr. Kearrut. Briefly stated, did you understand your mission to 
Mexico to be the elimination of President Huerta from the Presidency 
of Mexico? 

Mr. Linp. Not at all, except as suggested in the memorandum. 
That was all the guide and all the instructions that I had. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You accepted the mission ? 

Mr. Linn, I did. 

Mr. KeEarFvut. If it was not to eliminate President Huerta, what 
did you understand it to be? 

Mr. Linp. I had no other view of the purpose of my mission than 
as explained in the memorandum. 

Mr. KearFut. In carrying out your mission to Mexico you did 
present to President Huerta, on behalf of President Wilson, a propo- 
sition that he should remove himself from the position that he 
occupied, did you not? l 

Mr. Linv. I prefer not to give any version of my own of what I 
presented. I presented the paper which you have before you 
which the President charged me to communicate. I did not present 
it to Mr. Huerta in person. I presented it to his then secretary of 
state, as he was called, Mr. Calero, although later I had interviews 
with Huerta. 
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Mr. KEARFUL. You went to Mexico accepting the mission set forth 
in your instructions, expecting to accomplish it and return in two or 
three weeks ? 

Mr. Linn. I had no expectation in regard to the accomplishment. 
I did not know and I do not know that any one knew what action 
would result from the mission, but I expected, as I said, to return 
in two or three weeks. 

Mr. KrarFrut. Was the letter of instructions that you carried 
delivered to you before you left ? 

Mr. Linpb. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KearruL. Or was it sent to you? 

Mr. Linp. It was delivered to me; handed to me by the President. 

Mr. KearFuL. Did you have any conversation with Mr. Bryan or 
President Wilson before you left, as to the object of your mission? 

Mr. Linp. Yes; L had. 

Mr. Kearrut. I will ask you whether or not it was the purport of 
that object that Huerta must go? 

fr. Linp. I will answer that question by saying that I do not 
recall any conversation with either of them that was not exactly in 
line with the plan outlined in my memorandum, but I would not feel 
justified in assuming to disclose, if I remembered, or give any version 
of conversations that I had with either of them, because they were 
and are confidential so far as I am concerned. 

Mr. Krearrut. Do you have now plainly in mind a conception of 
the object of your mission to Mexico ? 

Mr. Linp. The object of my mission to Mexico was to bring about, 
as I understood it, an adjustment between the contending parties. 
You will note there is a suggestion that Huerta agree to an armistice. 
The rebels, as they were then called, were in arms in the northern part 
of the country, and that was the prime object, to induce them, if pos-. 
sible, to adjust their affairs so that the country might have peace and 
a government so constituted that it could receive the recognition 
of our Government. 

Mr. KrarruL. Did that adjustment involve the elimination of 
io from the position which he assumed and held as President of 

exico ? 

Mr. Linpv. I did not so understand. The object was to have an 


election at the earliest possible date and in the meantime an armistice . 


and an adjustment of their contentions until an election could be held. 

Mr. Kearrun. At which election Huerta would not stand as a 
candidate ? 

Mr. Linp. He would not stand as a candidate. You know there 
was an agreement negotiated by the ambassador by which Huerta had 
pledged himself not to be a candidate at the election to be held after 
the coup d’etat. 

Mr. Kearrut. After the organization of the government under the 
agreement made between Huerta and Felix Diaz ? 

Mr. Linn. Yes. 

Mr. KearruL. Was there any proposition or arrangement for 
Huerta to remain as president of Mexico until the election could be 
held, under your instructions ? 

Mr. Linp. No; but I do not recall that that question was ever 
raised or mooted. 

Mr. KearFrut. How did Huerta receive the proposition ? 


| 
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Mr. Linn. This best is explained by Gamboa’s answer, which is 
annexed to the document which you have there He refused abso- 
lutely the armistice. 

Mr Kearrvt. He refused all the propositions presented, did he 
not ? 

Mr. Linn. Yes. l 

Mr. KearFtL. Did either he or Gen. Huerta ever indicate that any 
of the propositions were satisf actory to them apart from their written 
communication ? ‘ch 

Mr. Linp. They made several communications later, all of whic 
I transmitted to the department, and I made some—that is, I an- 
swered some of their communications on my own initiative 1n some 
instances, that is where I felt that my understanding of the attitude 
of that department was clear, but usually under instructions. r 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you remember making the proposition that 1 
Huerta would agree to hold elections within the territory controlled 
by him at which he would not stand as a candidate, that the man 
elected would be recognized by this country and that the then de 
facto government would be aided in getting financial assistance a 

Mr. Linn. I submitted a suggestion that embraced some of y 
features to which you refer, but I would not undertake, after the 
lapse of nearly seven years, to discuss it in detail. I think that has 
been published. Tt is a matter of common knowledge and public 
property. sn 

Mr. Krarru.. Do you remember submitting this proposition to 
the Huerta government in a note dated August 25,1913: _ 

“The President authorizes me to submit to the consideration of the 
de facto Government of Mexico the following propositions: 

l. That the elections convoked for October 26, 1913, be carried into effect in accord- 
ance with the constitution and laws of Mexico. , 

2. That President Huerta, in the manner indicated in the beginning by the Presi- 
dent (Mr. Wilson) give the assurance referred to in paragraph C of the first instructions 
(that is, that Huerta should not be a candidate). 

The President further authorizes me to say that if the government de facto acta 
immediately and in conformity with the indications mentioned, then the President 
will assure the American bankers and their assuciates that the Government of the 


United States would view with pleasure the contracting of an immediate loan 10 


sufficient amount to cover the necessities of the moment of the de facto Government 
of Mexico. ` 


The hope is sincerely entertained that the Government of your excellency will 
consider it in keeping with the best and highest interests of Mexico to accept im 
mediately these propositions, which are submitted with the same spirit and the same 
objects as the first ones, but in this more restricted form, with the object that the Gov- 
ernment of Mexico may act with regard to them, without the necessity of the coopers- 
tion or aid in the present circumstances cf any factor foreign to the situation. 

Do you remember presenting that? 

Mr. Lrxp. I do. 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you have in mind now what was meant by the 
expression ‘‘without the necessity of the cooperation or aid in the 
present circumstances of any factor foreign to the situation?’ 

Mr. Lino. Yes. You will observe by Gamboa’s answer to the 
President’s memorandum that I carried down and delivered to the 
Mexican Government that the memorandum contained the armistice 
suggestion which that referred to, and Gamboa took the position 
that it was absolutely contrary to the policy of the Huerta Govern- 
ment, and that he would not in any circumstances either consent 
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to or consider any armistice proposition with the Carranza forces; 
that they were rebels, and would only be treated as such. 

Mr. KearruL. The meaning, then, would be that the action proposed J 
should be taken by the Huerta Government without consulting the 
rebels of the north? 

Mr. Linp. Yes. 

Mr. Kearru.. By Carranza and Villa? 

Mr. Linn. Yes. 

Mr. Kearrut. In other words, that it would relate only to the 
territory under his control ? 

Mr. Lrnp. The territory which he controlled, yes. The sole object 
of my efforts and of my trip, as I understood it, was to secure peace /: 
under a constitutional, orderly form of government. | 

Mr. KearFut. You conceived that it was essential to that, did you 
not, that Huerta should eliminate himself at the earlicst moment, in / 
accordance with the constitutional forms ? 

Mr. Linp. No; but that there should be an election at which, under 
bis own contract with Diaz, he should not be a candidate; that there 
should be a free and fair election without being embarrassed by his — 
own candidacy, wnich of course would in itself, in view of the con- 
tract that he had entered into with Diaz and the others, prevent an 
adjustment. 

r. KearruL. How did you expect that there would be a free 
and fair election in the territory controlled by Huerta? 

Mr. Linp. Well, those were the assurances that the Huerta gov- 
ernment put forward right along, that there would be a free and 
fair election. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did you or did President Wilson understand that 
it was possible to hold a free and fair election under the supervision 
of Huerta and his government? 

Mr. Linn. I do not know what the President understood. I had 
misgivings, but for the time being I assumed that they probably 
meant to carry out what they professed. 

Mr. KearruL. You know that subsequently an election was held? 

Mr. Linp. Yes. 

Mr. Kearrut. In the territory controlled by Huerta ? 

Mr. Linn. Yes. 

Mr. KrarruL. Do you know the result of that election? 

Mr. Linp. There was not any result 

Mr. Krarrut. As I remember it, Huerta announced that he would 
not be a candidate. 

Mr. Linn. Yes. 

Mr. KrarruL. But, nevertheless, the returns overwhelmingly 
elected Huerta, so far as any returns were published. Is not that 
correct ? 

Mr. Linp. I do not recall whether any returns were published, 
but I remember Consul Canada and myself took a walk around Vera 

on the day of the election. It ìs seven years ago and my mem- 
oy is not very accurate, but it is my best recollection that at one 
poll which we visited, and I think that is the only one we found, 
over at the Diligencia, at that restaurant, there was one of Huerta’s 
Officials with a cigar box in which he was collecting ballots, and 
either while we were there or previously, he had put in a bunch of 
150 or 200 ballots, and so far as we could discover those were the 
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only ballots cast in that precinct and possibly in Vera Cruz. Consul 
Canada’s recollection is probably more accurate than mine, but, of 
course, the election was the merest farce. 

. Krarrut. The ballot boxes were open boxes, were they, as 
you remember it ? : 

Mr. Linn. I think so, and there were put in, either while we were 
there or there were already in the open box, a bundle about 4 or 5 
inches thick, as I recall, of ballots tied together. l 

Mr. KearFuL. Were there present at this election any of the ordi- 
nary things occurring at an election in this country? 

Mr. Liınp. No; and in no other country ? 

r. KEarFu.. There was no line of voters waiting to vote! 

Mr. Linp. No. There was no voter in sight. 

r. KEARFUL. There was no secrecy of voting? 

r. Linp. No. I say there was not a voter in sight while we were 
there, and we sat down on the porch and had a cigar and watched it 
for a while, and then left. It was a ridiculous farce. You were in 
Mexico at the time. 


r. KEARFUL. I was in Mexico City and noticed the same thing 
occurring there. l , 
Mr. Linn. As I recall it, Gamboa came out ostensibly as a candi- 
date of the administration. He was the nominee of the Catholic 
party and expected the support of that party, but a few days before 
eloction it was given out that Huerta and Blanquet would be candi- 
dates. I do not know whether it was published in the papers or not. 

Mr. Krarrut. You did not understand that it was given out by 
Huerta and Blanquet that they would be candidates? 

fr. Linp. Yes—well, I can not say, but that was the under- 
standing. l 

Mr. KEARFUL. You remember, do you not, that after it was 
determined that Huerta and Blanquet had been overwhelmingly 
elected according to the returns as President and Vice President, 
that Huerta declared that the election was null because he was not 
constitutionally eligible for election and that therefore there having 

een no election, he would retain the provisional] Be d 

Mr. Linp. I recall faintly that the election was declared null an 
void, but what the reasons assigned were I do not recall. 

Mr. Kearrun. You understood that, it having been declared null 
and void, Huerta would, of course, retain his position ? 

Mr. Linn. Well, he did. He was there and Ho continued. 

Mr. Kearrut. What was your understanding of the precautions 
that would be taken to have a real free and fair eloction as you pro- 
posed? Was it understood that the American forces or American 
officials would supervise the election ? 

Mr. Linp. Not at all. There was not a suggestion of that. The 
understanding was that it would be a free and fair and open election 
in harmony with Mexican law, and held and conducted be Mexican 
officials. The report was current that the Madero election had been 
a very fair and free election for M exico, and the general assumption 
was, so far as I was concerned, that it would be conducted in the 
same manner and by the properly constituted authorities, the same 
as the previous presidential election had been conducted. 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 23238 


Mr. KearFuL. Did you understand that the previous presidential 
election had been any different from the customary method of con- 
ducting elections in Mexico? 

Mr. Linn. Yes; I did, not that it would in any measure compare 
with our elections, because even in that election, if I recall it, a very 
small proportion of the legal voters of Mexico actually appeared at the 
polls and voted. Nevertheless I understood in a general way that 
the election was fairly conducted. 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you know whether or not the election of Madero 
was conducted in any different manner from the one you have 
described at Vera Cruz ? 

Mr. Linp. I do not, except, as I say, that my mformation was 
that it was. 

Mr. KearruLt. Do you remember where you got the information ? 

Mr. Linp. In various ways. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Or was that just a general impression which you 
got from newspaper reporters ? . 

Mr. Linp. No; it was from Americans that I talked with and 
Mexicans. I remained at Mexico City some weeks after my arrival 
in Mexico and then went to Vera Cruz, where I stayed with Consul 
Canada. I venture to say that 90 per cent of the Americans and 
perhaps 90 per cent of the foreigners called on me there in Mexico 
City or Vera Cruz—that is, during my stay. Of course I made 
diligent inquiry in regard to conditions past and present, and a great 
many Mexicans called on mo that I conferred with and questioned. 

Mr. Kearru.. Mr: Henry Lane Wilson, American Ambassador to 
Mexico, was in Mexico at the time of the holding of the Madero 
election, and he tesified in regard to it some days ago. Have you 
read his testimony ? 

Mr. Linn. I have not. I have read no reports of any of the 
testimony taken before this committee. 

Mr. KearFrut. You did not go to Mexico with the idea of making an 
investigation for the purpose of basing action upon the result of the 
investigation, but went there to take definite action ? 

Mr. Linp. I went there under the circumstances and with the | 
pect that I have called to your attention, but after I was there ' 
I devoted my time to inquiry and investigation of the actual situa- 
tion, political and economical. 

Mr. KrarruL. Do you know William Bayard Hale? 

Mr. Linp. Yes. 

Mr. KearFuv. Did you meet him in Vera Cruz upon your arrival 
in Mexico ? 

Mr. Linn. I think not, but I am not sure. Mr. Canada will re- 
member. My impression is that I did not meet him until I reached 
Mexico City. 

Mr. Canapa. He was there when you arrived at Vera Cruz? 

Mr. Linp. Was he at Vera Cruz? 

Mr. Canapa. Yes. 

Mr. Linp. Then I was mistaken. 

Mr. KrearFrut. Do you remember conferring with him on board 
ship and going with him to Mexico City in company with Consul 
Canada ? 

Mr. Linn. Yes. I had forgotten that he met me at Vera Cruz 
but of course Consul Canada’s memory is correct. The individual 
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that I remember most distinctly in connection with the trip from 
Vera Cruz to Mexico City was Consul Canada, because he guided me 
and virtually took charge. 

Mr. Kearrur. Were vou advised of the mission of William Bayard 
Hale to Mexico at that time? 

Mr. Lisp. I was not. I never heard anything about Mr. Hale 
until my arrival in Mexico, but he explained to me that he had been 
down there to investigate the situation. 

Mr. Kearruv. Did he offer you any advice in regard to it? 

Mr. Lixp. He advised me, as I recall, to be very careful. He was 
exceedingly nervous, under very high nervous tension, so much 30 
that I urged very strongly upon him, and I think I conveyed the view 
to others, that it would be well for him to return to the United States 
as quickly as he could. There had been a murder a few days pre- 
viously. (Addressing Consul Canada) What is the name of that 
senator who was assassinated ? 

Mr. Canapa. Whose tongue they cut out ? 

Mr. Linp. Yes. 

Mr. Canapa. I do not remember that senator’s name. 

Mr. Lind. I can not recall. Perhaps, Judge Kearful, you remem- 
ber the senator who Was assassinated. 

Mr. KEArFUL. In Mexico City ? 

Mr. Linn. Yes. 

Mr. Kearrur. Dominquez ?¢ 

Mr. Lixp. Yes; and there was one other. That seemed to have 
affected Mr. Hale very seriously. He was very much worked up 
about the situation. l 

Mr. Kearrur. Did you consult with the ministers of other foreign 
governments in Mexico? 

Mr. Lixp. Oh. yes. I did not solicit any consultation, but they 
called on me and I called on them and we discussed the situation very 
generally, 

Mr. Kearruv. With what ministers did you have the most con- 
ferences ¢ 

Mr. Linp, With the English minister, the Scotchman who carried 
the parrot on his shoulder, and who, by the way, was a very wise 
canny old Scotchman. I became very fond of him and I do not 
hesitate to say that I profited very auch by information that he gave 
me in regard to the situaion. Then later I got in touch with the 
German minister and found him the best informed of any man 1 
Mexico. 

Mr. Kearruu. That was Von Hintze? 

Mr. Linn. Yes. He had the situation down to at, as we say. He 
had an accurate estimate of the revolutionary forces and their capac 
itv, and he also had a very accurate conception of the Huertista 
forces and their weakness. He was the one foreigner in Mexico who 
was convinced that Huerta could not win or maintain himself. 

But I will say this for Von Hintze—he never made a suggestion OF 
assumed directly or indirectly to influence my views, but in a confi- 
dential way he talked very freely about the actual situation, and he 
possessed the information. 

Mr. Kearrun. Did the views which you finally adopted coincide 
with his in regard to the weakness of Huerta and the strength of the 
revolutionists ? 
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Mr. Lino. When I met him I already had come to that conclusion 
in my own mind, but he confirmed it. 

Mr. Kearrut. That conclusion was opposed to the opinions of 
most of the Americans in Mexico, was it not? 

Mr. Linp. Most of the Americans in Mexico City thought that 
Huerta ought to be recognized, and when they expressed that opinion 
to me I would ask this question: “In the event of Huerta being recog- 
nized, how long do you suppose he will be able to maintain himself 
or how long will the country have peace?’ They all shook their 
heads. I do not recall eaei] , but I think I put the same question 
to you when I met you the first time. No American in Mexıco ven- 
tured to predict that there would be peace for a period longer than 
18 months or a couple of years at the best. 

Mr. KearruL. What was their opinion as to what should be done 
to put Mexico on a basis of permanent peace? 

r. Linp. They differed. Of course those who had oil interests 
and who had the misfortune to buy those tropical plantations that 
were exploited and stock sold in the north, all wanted intervention. 
They wanted Uncle Sam, as they usually put it, to come down and 
clean up Mexico and protect them and their purchases or concessions 
that they had obtained. The mining interests, to the extent that I 
came in contact with them—of course I did not come in contact with 
the mining interests of the far north to any great extent, but the 
mining interests through Guadalajara and south of Torreon did not 
urge intervention like some ot the others did. 

Mr. Kearrut. Upon what facts, briefly stated, did you arrive at 
ue views which you say you entertained before you spoke to Von 

intze ? 

Mr. Linp. I devoted a good deal of time to the study of the land 
situation and the grievances of the peons, and those who sympathized 
with them urged and I became thoroughly satisfied in my own mind 
that the trouble in Mexico was primarily economic and social; that 
the attitude of many of the Americans that it was simply a political 
controversy between rival aspirants for power, as they put it in 
Mexico, was only partially true. 

There is no question that the rivalry between ambitious politicians 
is the cause of a great deal of trouble in the Latin countries and in 
Mexico, but back of it all were the economic and social conditions 
which make it impossible for any permanent adjustment, any toler- 
able adjustment, until those conditions are corrected. That is the 
conclusion that I came to. 

Now, for instance, I went with Admiral Fletcher, who was at Vera 
Cruz, and we took a trip to a hacienda owned by a man by the name 
of Emery, a former Minnesotan, from 86 to 100 miles south of Vera 
Cruz. He had—I say he, I do not know that, but some one had 
bought one of those old feudal estates that they have in Mexico and 
sold stock and organized a company, and Mr. Emery, who at one time 
was a member of the board of regents of our university in Minnesota, 
was in charge as manager of that estate or hacienda. We spent a 
couple of days there, Admiral Fletcher and myself, and the observa- 
tions I made convinced me beyond peradventure that it was impos- 
sible to look for peace or orderly social conditions in Mexico until the 
evils that I saw on that trip were removed. Here was a very large 
tract of land operated as a sugar estate, and I presume that it was as 
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humanely operated as any estate of that character in Mexico. Ido 
not wish to insinuate that Mr. Emery was not a kindly, honorable, 
and humane man. Still he had in his employ and under his manage~ 
ment some 150 to 200 enganchados—what do you call them? 

Mr. KEARFUL. Contract laborers ? 

Mr. Lino. They were contract laborers who were virtually prisoners 
and had been sent there by the Government. Admiral Fletcher and 
I saw this remarkable situation in the twentieth century of men 
being scattered through the corn ficlds in little groups of 8 or 10, 
accompanied by a driver, a Cacique, an Indian from the coast, & 
great big, burly fellow, with a couple of revolvers strapped to a belt 
and a blacksnake that would measure 8 or 10 feet, right after the 
group that were digging, and then at the farther end of the row a 
man with a sawed-off shotgun. These men were put out in the 


‘morning, worked under these overseers in that manner, and locked 


up at night in a large shed with shelves to sleep on. Each had a 
blanket. They were slaves to all intents and purposes. Both Ad- 
miral Fletcher and I marveled that such conditions could exist, but 
they did exist. 

Unfortunately I came to the conclusion that it is not practicable to 
operate those estates by Americans without such labor conditions, or 
labor conditions that are almost as bad, so I regard it as a very great 
misfortune to our Nation and to our people that they have become 
involved in those tropical estates. 

Mining can be carried on and is carried on in a very different way, 
and commercial enterprises, of course, can be carried on, but the 
T farming is a very unfortunate undertaking for Americans 
and only begets strife and ill-feeling and revolutions, in my judgment. 

By the way, in this connection it may be interesting to relate this. 
On the second morning of our stay at this hacienda I was on the 
porch of the Nving house, which is located in the river bottom, and 
saw some sugar fields on the other side of the river which we had not 
visited. I asked Mr. Emery whether they belonged to his estate. 
Yes; he said they did. I said, “How are they operated p He 
said, “That is a very peculiar situation. You will notice in the hills 
beyond there is quite a collection of huts. That is an ancient Indian 
village which was never conquered by the Spaniards.” This was 12 
the State of Oaxaca. ‘The Oaxacans are living there like their 
fathers did before them hundreds and hundreds of years avo.” 
said, “Do they work?” “Yes,” he said; “they are splendid work- 
men.” He had told me previously that it was impossible to conduct 
a sugar estate except by the employment of this contract labor, oF 
rather forced labor. It is not contract labor in the sense that we 
understand the term. 

Mr. Kearrun. Convict labor, is it not? 

Mr. Lixo. Yes; convict labor—conscripted labor rather than con- 
vict labor. I said, “How do they work?” He said, “They live 
under their old village régime. They elect a foreman and he goes 
out to take contracts. I make contracts with him to keep so many 
acres of sugar cane in order and to harvest and ship it to the mill. ’ 
I asked whether those contracts were carried out, and he said, 
“Invariably.” 

So that under a proper Mexican land system, work could be done 
without resorting to the methods that have been invoked. 
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Mr. Kearrut. That was in the State of Oaxaca? 

Mr. Linn. Yes. 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you remember whether it was near a village 
called Tierra Blanca? 

Mr. Linp. It is below Tierra Blanca. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did you visit any other hacienda at that time or any 
other time while you were there 3 

Mr. Linn. Yes; I saw them. I spent more time on that one than 
I:did on any other. There is a hacienda up there some place—I do 
not know the name of it—that was operated by an American. Jew, 
as I recall. That is on the line of the railway toward Mexico-City. 
He had a better system. He was not an employer of conscript labor. 
He had contracted with the villagers to produce cane there for him, 
and he collected the cane and paid them so much, and appeared to be 
getting along fairly well; but that is an exception. : 

Mr. KEARFUL. Mr. William Jennings Bryan, who was Secretary of 
State during the time you mention, made quite an extended visit 
to Mexico, and when he returned he wrote about it, and his experiences 
in Mexico were published in The Commoner, owned and published by 
him at Lincoln, Nebr. This was published on January 30, 1903. 
He had this to say as an illustration of what Americans were doing 
on the plantation in that region. 

West of the village of Tierra Blanca, just across the Amapa River, in the State of 
Oaxaca, we visited a rubber-tree plantation. It was projected by Alfred Bishop 
Mason, a Chicago business man, but the work cf development has fallen to his nephews, 
Raymond Willis and James Trowbridge, the former a graduate of the Boston Poly- 
technic and the latter of Yale. These young men began about three vears ago the 


clearing of about 400 acres of tropical forest, so dense that it was difficult to secure any 
accurate idea of the lay of the land. 


They now have about 300,000 rubber trees growing, the oldest 24 years old. It will 
be four or five years before the plantation begins to yield a return, but there is at this 


time every promise of success. If the ex ponen realizes the hopes of the voung men 
they will deserve the reward that they wil 

out of mother earth, but they will show others what can bé accomplished in the 
development of this industry and thus become public benefactors. This well illus- 
trates the difference between wealth created by the establishment of some new industry 
and wealth absorbed by trading or speculation. 

For two years Willis and Trowbridge lived in a hut that thatched with palm leaves, but 
last spring they began the erection of a commodious stone house, with wide and airy 
poe and to this newly completed residence the former has recently brought his 

ride, a Wellesley graduate, to preside over this new center of American civilization, 


In connection with that I want to ask whether you think the 
precepts and example of American enterprise in Mexico had any- 

ing to do with removing or alleviating the conditions of the laborers 
which you mentioned ? 

Mr. Linp. I would answer that by saying the example and precept 
of Americans in the South had, in my Judgment, no beneficial influ- 
ence—speaking generally. There were undoubtedly exceptions. 

If I may offer this suggestion in respect of the article just read, 
unfortunately the rosy expectations outlined were not realized. 
The labor plantations were a failure and have been. I do not think 
any of them have been profitable. 

o greatest help to the Mexicans, in my judgment, has been from 
the contact with American conditions in the United States. At 
Vera Cruz there were upward of 300 men employed in the terminal 
yards. The shop and railroad work was carried on under the auspices 
of one corporation. They were àll Mexicans. An American by the 
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secure, for they will not only makea fortune ~- 
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by experiences sometimes and through Consul Canada and by my 
own inquiries and efforts, I came in touch with a great many of the 
men employed in that yard. Many of them speak English fluently. 
They were good Mexicans, intelligent men. All the work was done 
by Mexicans. Many of them had been in Texas and in the United 
States. I quizzed them very closely and very carefully about their 
impressions, what they had gained and what they thought about 
the future and what they should do. They said that the treatment 
that they got in Texas sometimes was very humiliating to them, and 
that they were called “niggers” and “greasers,’”’ but nevertheless 
they got good pay. One of the men in particular I remember said, 
“I was able to live in my own house and to send my children to | 
school, and I had enough money to marry mv wife so we could live 
decently.” He said, “Ever since I returned from the United States 
I have had good employment and had good wages.” | 
I think that more has been gained to Mexico by the workmen— 
I mean, so far as the masses are concerned—inspiring them with ideals | 
for better things and creating larger wants and a larger horizon by 
being employed in the United States and returning to Mexico. 
Mr. KEARFUL. A large number of witnesses have testified before 
the committee, men who have been engaged in enterprises in Mexico 
for many years, and their testimony has been unanimous to the effect | 
that the result of American enterprise in Mexico has educated and 
lifted the Mexican laborers to a higher plane and that their ability 
as mechanics and superior workmen has been brought about through 
their employment in the enterprises in Mexico. Not one of them has 
testified or intimated that many thousands of Mexicans who have | 
thus been benefited gained their education in the United States. | 
i 
| 


name of Elliott was superintendent of the yard. Through him and 


How do you account for that ? 

Mr. Lrnp. I can not account for it. If you understood me to 
convey the idea that the Mexicans had not benefited by American 
activity in Mexico, I did not succeed in making myself understood. 
I said that in my judgment the benefits had not occurred on the 
plantations, but on the railroads and in the mines. There can be no 
question about it. For instance, this is true to-day, that the Mexican 
railroads on the whole are very efficiently operated, even now, as 
understand it, under very troubled conditions and are operated 
wholly by Mexicans. 

For instance, the general superintendent under Mr. Brown, Mr. 
Clark; I spent a great deal of time with Mr. Clark, and he was very 
enthusiastic about Mexican laborers. He had devoted vears to 
training them, and he told me, and it is a notorious fact, that Ameri- 
can railroad men who went to Mexico to take positions originally—I 
mean the workmen, the brakemen and emplovees, and I am not 
referring to those who went down to take official or office positions— 
were a very indifferent class. Many of them had been blacklisted in 
the United States and were drunken and unreliable. They said they 
were a hard lot to get along with: but he was hopeful from the start 
that he would be able to educate the Mexicans to do this work. He 
was very proud of the success, and he had certainly been successful. 
He said that their repair shops and car-construction shops were 88 
efficiently managed and the work as carefully done as could be done 
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by any class of people. I noticed that in the yards at Vera Cruz. 
They were wonderfully efficient and they were all Mexicans. 

Mr. KrarruL. They were educated in Mexico, were they not? 

Mr. Linp. They were educated on the Mexican railroads. 

Mr. Krarrut. In Mexico? 

Mr. Linn. In Mexico, not wholly, but largely. The same is true of 
mining. The American mining enterprise in Mexico has undoubtedly 
helped very largely in developing not only industrial improvement 
but social betterment among Mexicans. 

What I meant to convey by what I said was that the field of Ameri- 
can enterprise in Mexico—and I think the same would be true of any 
tropical country—is less desirable in attempting to carry on tropical 
plantations. Hinaneially they have been a failure, and socially and 
economically they have not been a success in my judgment. There 
may be exceptions, of course. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You have not read the testimony of the men who 
have been engaged in those enterprises as given before the committee ? 

Mr. Linp. I have not. I have not read any of the testimony. 

Mr. KearFut. You thought that the conditions which you saw in 
this plantation of Mr. Emery were such that something should be 
done to remedy those conditions ? 

Mr. Linp. That is hardly the way I felt. I did not suggest any- 
remedy, but I felt that there could never be peace in Mexico, there 
could never be progress, there could never be a step into the day of 
the twentieth century until conditions of that character were elimi- 
nated, however it might be accomplished. 

re ee How did you think those conditions could be elimi- 
nate 

Mr. Linp. I thought then that the revolution, that movement 
which, as I said a moment ago, was essentially social and economic, 
would tend to eliminate those conditions, and I think it has. 

Mr. KEARrUL. You thought that the success of the revolution of 
the north, under Carranza and Villa, would result in eliminating those 
conditions ? 

Mr. Linp. In betterment—not in eliminating. It would take 
decades and generations to eliminate the conditions of poverty and 
Poore of the population that has been deprived of the land and 

eprived of education, and everything else that tends to human 
development. 

Mr. KrearruL. Was it the basis of your view that the Mexican 

eople of the north had advanced much further in the way of civi- 
ized progress than those of the south ? 

Mr. Linp. No. I am of the opinion, and always have been, that 
the Mexicans of the south—I am speaking now of the peon popula- 
tion, the Indian peon—are more capable, brighter people than the 
people of the north: but they are less efficient by reason of the larger 
contact of the Mexicans of the north with the American people 
across the border. They have gained some of the efficiency that we 
possess, so that when it came to fighting, the northern troops and the 
northern leadership would be more efficient than that of the south. 

Mr. Kearrut. Was it your opinion that the rehabilitation of 
Mexico depended upon the domination of Mexico by the northern 
Mexicans? 
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Mr. Linp. Well, in a measure. I felt that the northern Mexicans 
would dominate pon ceean and I felt also and feel now that ther 
ideas on the whole are more progressive, more in line with modem 
ideals, than those of the people of the south. They have had a wider 
horizon and many of them are much better schooled and educated. 

Mr. Krarrut. Where did you get your information that the Mexi- 
can railroads are now efficiently operated ? 

Mr. Linn. Efficiently, of course, is a relative term. Compared to 
one of our lines I would not say efficiently, but the fact that they are 
operated at all, considering that they have had no rolling stock and 
no locomotives from the outside ever since we entered the war or at 
any time since I was in Mexico, and that they have had two or three 
years previously the destruction of railway property and pulling up 
the track and burning the bridges, I say it is almost phenomenal that 
they are operated at all. 

Mr. Krarrut. Did you meet Mr. E. N. Brown, president of the 
International Railways ? 

Mr. Linn. I did. 

Mr. KearruL. Do you think he is a reliable man? 

Mr. Linp. I certainly do. 

Mr. Kearrut. Would you depend upon statements of fact that he 
would make? 

Mr. Lixy. I would, particularly relating to the railroads. Cer- 
tainly I would, and any other statement of fact. He and Í 
probably differ very materially in regard to certain questions of 
pokey, wut he is a man of broad experience and unquestioned relia- 

ility. My judgment is that he and Mr. Clark differed very serioulsy 
on uc ore of policy. 

r. Kearrun. You would not for a moment question statements 
of fact in regard to railroad conditions in Mexico made by Mr. Brown 
under oath, would you? 

Mr. Linp. Why, certainly not. 

Mr. KearrtL. Mr. Brown testified about the efficiency of the rail- 
roads in Mexico and if you are interested in getting. the truth about 
whether the railroads are efficiently operated, I would advise you to 
read his testimony 

Mr. Linp. If you will hand it to me I will be glad to read it, but 
I explained to you that when I used the word “efficiency” Í € 
not mean in the sense that we use the word with reference to Amen- 
can railroads. I meant efficiently operated in that peculiar situa- 
tion where they have had no rolling stock and no motive power for 
some 10 years and still succeeded in patching up the old stuff and 
repairing the roadways and building bride so they could operate 
at all, and they are operating because I get the papers that have 
been coming regularly. They are operating the line from the border 
to Mexico City. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Do you know whether or not the Mexican Govern- 
ment has operated all of the proceeds or receipts ? 

Mr. Linn. I know absolutely nothing about it. 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you know whether it has accounted to the 
owners of the railroads for any of the receipts or paid any interest 
on its obligations ? 
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Mr. Linp. I do not know anything about it, but my general 
understanding is that those things remain in statu quo and that there 

have been no payments That I get from financial publications. 
© Mr. KearFuL. Do you know that a very large percentage, perhaps 
90 per cent of all of the freight trains operating in Mexico are owned 
by ee parties, mostly American operators ? 

. Linp. I do not know anything about it. 

Mr. Kearruu. And that they are maintained and equipped by 
private capital ? 

Mr. Linp. I do not know anything about it. My comment on 
the railroad situation was rather directed to the point of calling 
attention to the fact that the Mexican people in the course of a 
generation have become able and efficient in operating railroads and 
such instrumentalities as they have—not with reference to the 
efficiency of the railroads as railroads. 

Mr. KrearFrut. And the efficiency which you mention was acquired, 
was it not, under American operation and American instruction 
over a long period of years under Mr. E. M. Brown and Mr. Clark? 

Mr. Linn. In part. If you will pardon me, I wish to make a 
little statement at this point so as to make clear what I sought to 
convey. 

When I became satisfied after reaching Mexico that I would have 
to remain some little time, my first solicitude was to arrive at a 
clear judgment in my own mind with regard to the Mexican peons, 
whether there was any hope that they would, with proper oppor- 
tunities and in a proper environment, make progress and become 
efficient, valuable human beings in the sense of general efficiency 
and citizenship. There were a great many American missionaries 
in Mexico, people who called themselves missionaries, but they 
devoted most of their time to the establishment and maintenance 
of schools and churches. The Presbyterian Church of the South 
was very active; the Methodist Church was active. There is a man 
by the name of Vanderbilt, I think, in charge of the Presbyterian 
work, a very intelligent man. I had many interviews with him. 
Nearly all of these missionaries called on me, I think all of them. A 
man by the name of Wallace and his wife were much interested in 
the work and I had repeated conferences with them. 

When these Americans engaged in work of that character, educa- 
tional work, called on me, I would invariably, with reference to the 
work in the South, ask whether or not they had had experience in 
the education of negroes in the South. Many of them had, and I 
would ask this question: “Has it been your observation, as it has 
been mine, that a negro child will be very alert and quick to learn 
until they reach a certain age, 12 to 15 years, when they seem to 
reach the limit of their mental development, in a measure?” They 
invariably said that that had been their observation. I would ask, 
“What has been your experience with these peons?” I would ask, 
“Do they seem to have a cut-off in their mental growth and develop- 
ment?” They invariably answered, “No.” That while many of 
them were slower than American children would be in their develop- 
ment, they all seemed to progress and develop as long as they con- 
tinued in school. ts 
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So I became satisfied in my own mind that potentially the Mexican 
peon and the Mexican people have a great future if they have the 
opportunity of education and development that a people needs to 
make the most of its capacities. e 

Mr. KearFrut. Do you conclude that those opportunities would 
be afforded for educational work by the churches that you have 
mentioned ? 

Mr. Linn. They had done great work. 

Mr. Kearrvut. Did you have any conferences with officials of the 
Catholic Church in Mexico? 

Mr. Linp. Yes, many. 

Mr. Krearrut. What was your opinion in regard to the effect of 
the operations of the Catholic Church upon the natives of the country! 

Mr. Linn. The policy of that church has not been to foster popular 
education of the masses; I mean in the same sense. I will not say 
that, either, but I am not assuming to say what its policy has been, 
but it has not been done that is all there is to it. Outside of the towns 
there was not a schoolhouse to be found in Mexico at that time. 
There are some, now, a great many, as I understand it. 

Mr. Kearrun. Do you think the education has increased and more 
schools been established under the Carranza Government than had 
existed before ? 

Mr. Linp. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrur.. Where did you get that information ? 

Mr. Linn. The official reports have been sent to me of the depart- 
ment of education, and I know that in 1915 the Carranza Government 
sent a great many teachers, Mexican young women and young men, 
to be trained in the normal schools in some of the New England 
States. I met the superintendent of public education, a very intelli- 
gent man. I met him in Washington three or four years ago and had 
a long talk with him and he explained what had been done. There 
has been a great deal of work done along those lines, as I understand it. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did he say anything to you about the large number 
of schools, that had been in operation up to the time of the success 
of the Carranza revolution, having been suspended ? 

Mr. Linp. No. : 

Mr. Kearrvu. Did he explain to you anything about the fact that 
a large number of those schools had been closed on account of inability 
or disinclination to pay the teachers ? 

Mr. Linn. No. 

Mr. Krearrvut. You do not know anything about the fact, if it 1s 8 
fact, that a large number of schools formerly in operation in Mexico 
City have been closed ? 

Mr. Lino. I do not know anything about the situation in Mexico 
City. 

Mr. KearruL. Except as was told you by this official of the 
Carranza Government ¢ 

Mr. Linp. Yes; and what I have seen in reports and publications 
from time to tune. 

Mr. Kearrut. But you have not seen any of the testimony that 
has been given here on that subject ? 

Mr. Lind. No; and I have not been in Mexico, as I told you, since 
my return. 
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Mr. KEaRFUL. Did you think that the operations of the Catholic 

Sut in Mexico were for the good or to the injury of the Mexican 
eople 

Mr. Linp. That is a controversial question that I think would be 

very unfair and very unprofitable to discuss. 

Mr. Kearrut. I am asking only for what your opinion was. 

Mr. Linp. I may not agree with some of the policies of the Catholic 
Church or any other church, but for me to undertake to condemn its 
work in toto would be an absurdity that no sane man, no level- 
headed man could be guilty of. 

Mr. KearFct. Was it one of the bases of your matured views that 
one of the difficulties in Mexico was the operations of the Catholic 
Church ? . 

Mr. Lind. No, sir. Ihave said and have felt that a state church in 
politics is a misfortune to any country. I have always felt that way 
and feel that way now, and I think, when those were the conditions 
in Mexico, that Mexico was no exception. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You did not find those conditions existent when you 
were there, did you ? 

Mr. Linp. What conditions? 

Mr. Kearrut. This interference in politics on the part of the 
church ? 

Mr. Linp. I do not know, but they had a Catholic party, a church 
party, and always have had, as I understand it. 

Mr. Krarrut. Do you remember the so-called laws of reform 
instituted by Bonita Juarez following the constitution of 1857? 

Mr. Liyo. Yes. | 

Mr. Kearrut. Is it not your understanding that ever since that 
time the church has had no influence in state affairs ? 

Mr. Linp. Theoretically, no. 

Mr. KEaRFuL. Was not the church property all taken away by the 
Government and held as Government property ? 

Mr. Linp. I could not discuss those questions with any degree of 


accuracy. 

Mr. Kenii: Were you of the opinion, at the time you formu- 
lated your views, that it was necessary to do.something to eliminate 
the influence of the Catholic Church in Mexico? 
= Mr. Lrnp. No, sir. 

Mr, Kearrut. Did you learn anything about the operations of 
the revolutionists of le north in reference to the persecution of 
priests and nuns and the descration of churches ? 

Mr. Linp. Only what I have seen reported, and I have also seen 
claims and since my return I have talked with men, both Americans 
and Mexicans, in regard to those reports and have been told that 
they were some of them false and very many greatly exaggerated. 
That some things occurred there is no doubt. I never heard of 
orderly warfare anywhere. I think Mexican outrages rather paled 
into insignificance compared with what has transpired in the highly 
civilized countries of Europe since that time. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did you ever express an opinion that the Catholic 
Church was responsible for the bad conditions in Mexico ? 

Mr. Linp. No, sir. 

Mr. Kearrut. You never expressed that opinion to Nelson 
O’Shaughnessy ? 
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Mr. Linn. No, sir. 

Mr. Kearruu. Or to Mr. Bernard Frisbie? 

Mr. Linp. Who is he? I do not remember. 

Mr. KearruL. You do not recall expressing such an opinion to 
Mr. O’Shaughnessy and Mr. Frisbie on Board a Ward Line steamer! 

Mr. Linn. I certainly have not. I might have said that it was 
very unfortunate that the Catholic Church, with its hold on the 
people and its power, has not devoted more efforts to education of 
the masses of the Mexican people. That I may have said, and I 
say that now. 

Mr. Kerarrtt. Where did you get that information that the 
Catholic Church has not performed its proper functions in regard to 
the matters ? 

Mr. Lino, I did not say it had not performed its proper functions. 
Whether an institution had performed its proper functions depends 
upon the time, place, and the circumstances. But I say now that I 
think it very unfortunate that a larger effort by those in position to 
exercise power has not been made to establish and maintain popular 
education. For instance, I do not agree with the opposition in the 
United States to our public school system and our public schools. 
I have never concealed that fact. 

Mr. kearrut, Did Secretary of State Bryan ever suggest to you 
that the Catholic Church was responsible for the conditions in Mexico! 

Mr. Linn. No, sir. 

Mr. Kearrun, Did he ever express himself to you on that subject! 

Mr. Linp. Not that I recall. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Do you remember having a conversation with 
Nelson O'Shaughnessy in Mexico City in which he stated that it had 
been reported that a number of priests had been killed; and did you 
at that conversation express your satisfaction that such had been the 
case ¢ 

Mr. Linp. No, sir. If any statement of that character has been 
made it is absolutely and unqualifiedly false. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did you get your information in regard to the 
operations of the Catholic Church from the Protestant missionaries 
in Mexico? 

Mr. Linn. I can not say that I got it from any particular source. 
It was my aim and elfort to study the activities af all the institutions, 
all instrumentalities that operated among the Mexican people. 
sought to obtain information from all sources. 

Mr. Kearrun. After you returned from Mexico, you delivered 
some lectures which were subsequently embodied in a booklet pub- 

lished by The Bellman, Minneapolis, Minn., entitled ‘“The Mexican 
People, by John Lind, formerly personal representative of President 
Wilson in Mexico.” Does that booklet embody your views about 
Mexico? 

Mr. Linp. You premised by saying that I delivered some lectures. 
I did not deliver any lectures. J received an invitation from the 
Traffic Club of Chicago shortly after my return, a very urgent invita- 
tion to be their guest and speak on the Mexican situation. T accepte 
and delivered an address. I have not delivered it anywhere else. 
Mr. Edgar, of the Northwestern Miller, who was impressed with the 
situation, heard of the address; it had been commented on to him; 
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and he called on me and asked to see it, and I gave him the manu- 
script to read. Afterwards he asked to publish it. I said, ‘‘Go 
ahead.” Unfortunately, he did not state in The Bellman that it 
was delivered as an address on the occasion that I referred to. He. 
published it rather as an original article. Of course, it was not pre- 
pared with the care that I would exercise in writing an article for 
publication. You can see by the latter part of it that it is not con- 
structed as one would prepare an article for publication. But I did 
deliver that speech as printed by him. 

Mr. KearruL. When did you prepare that address ? 

Mr. Linp. A couple of days before it was delivered. 

Mr. KEARFUL. The booklet does not show when it was delivered. 

Mr. Linp. It was in the latter part of 1914—probably in October or 
November of 1914. 

Mr. KEARFUL. I notice, on page 10 of the booklet, this statement: 

Northern Mexico was settled by killing and driving out the Indians who originally 
roved over the country much in the same manner as our West was settled. 

Do you believe that to be a correct statement ? 

Mr. Linp. I think the settlement of Chihuahua and northern 
Mexico was accomplished very much like the settlement of Arizona, 
and the territory in our country north from the line. As I read 
Mexican history, they had Indian fights the same as we had in early . 
days, though not to the same extent that we had. 

Mr. KEaRFUL. Have you traveled over Chihuahua and Sonora ? 

Mr. Linp. No; I have not. 

Mr. KearFvt. You have observed the conditions there with refer- 
ence to the Indian settlements which are still there by way of contrast 
with the Indian settlements in the northern part of Mexico? 

Mr. Linp. You must bear in mind that the Indian population in 
those parts is very different from the Indian population that we had 
on our side of the line. Many of the Indians of Sonora, as well as the 
Indians south of a line drawn roughly from Tampico to Mazatlan 
were settled, industrial, agricultural people, with developed industries 
and a settled social and economic development. They were not 
blanket Indians, like many of the Indians toward the border and 
north of the border. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Do you think that the present Indian population of 
Chihuahua and Sonora are similar to the blanket Indians that you 
are familiar with in Minnesota and other parts of the West of the 
United States ? 

Mr. Linn. I could not answer that question by “yes” or “no.” 
There is no peculiar feature about the Indian population from the 
northern part of our State and the Indian as far south as I have been 
in Mexico. There is a general similarity in physiognomy and appear- 
ance. In fact, I have seen peons walking around the plaza at Vera 
Cruz of an evening who to me looked very much like the Chippewas 
that I am familiar with in the northern part of the State so far as 
facial appearance was concerned, but the differences are cultural 
rather than physical. 

Mr. KEARFUL. From whom do you understand that the Indians. 
received their cultural development? Was it not from the Spanish 
priests and friars that settled among them? 
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Mr. Linn. That is probably true in the northern part so far s 

there is any cultural developrient, In the south, if gr anish writers 
and historians are to be believed, the cultural stage of the Mexican 
people was very nearly as high at the time of the conquest as it is 
to-day—I mean, the purely Mexican eople, the indigenous race. 

Mr. Kearrur. Where did you get that information} 

Mr. Linn. I got it from Solis, the royal historian of the Indies, as 
the Americas were called in those da zs, under Charles II. He wrote 
along about 1665, within a century of the conquest, and his language 
Is very specific and very interestingly complete in describing the 
Institutions, the courts, the schools, the general development of the 
Indians among the Aztecs. 

Mr. Kearrut. You refer to some of those things in this booklet. 
Have you, since the publication of this booklet. read a amphlet 
issued by Rev. Francis C. Kelly, entitled “A Book of Red and 
Yellow,” in which he refers to the statements made by you? 

Mr. Linp. Yes; but I do not care to discuss the book or pamphlet. 
I do not want any controversy with any Jesuit or anyone de. 

Mr. KeEaRFUL. He points out in that book that the statements 
which you made were taken from the works of historians which had 
been subsequently shown to be imaginary. Have you since investi- 
gated to ascertain whether he is correct in that criticism? 

Mr. Lino. I think the histories that I consulted are as reliable as 
any there are. The historical résumé that I have in that addres 
I quoted almost literally from Solis, the Spanish historian, and I 
shall be very glad to get the volume and call your attention to it. 
Prescott and all the writers and the investigations published by the 
Smithsonian Institution and our department of ethnology all concur 
that the Mexicans had reached a high stage of civilization. For 

instance, their astronomical computations previous to the conquest 
were more accurate than any made in Europe up to that time. Tn 
view of the fact that you brought this out, I shall ask leave to bring 
in that volume if you desire to call me after luncheon. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Very well. 

On page 12 of your booklet I find this statement 

The better circumstanced of the northern Mexicans invariably learn English and 
educate their children in the United States. It is these facts that make them rebels 
against the conditions of the south and of the old Mexico. 

Mr. Lino. I think that is true. 


Mr. KEARFUL. And elaborating that somewhat on page 25 I find 
the following statement 

The people of the north know us. They like us as well as any foreign people can 
like another, They are willing to be spoiled by contact with us—yes, they are 
to trade with us and to deal with us. They are trying to keep step with the 
of our people politically. They are going to dominate the future of Mexico. They 
have the physical power, they have the brains, they have the energy. 

Is that a correct statement according to your understanding ? 

Mr. Linn. Yes. | 

Mr. Kearrut. As contrasted with the Mexicans of the south? 

Mr. Linp. Well, they are more efficient, they are more determined; 
there is no question about that; but in point of potential brain 
power capacity, Í really think that the Mexican eople of the south, 
particularly the Oaxacans, are the superior people of Mexico. I am 
speaking now of the indigenous element as a whole. 
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Mr. KEAaRFUL. You recall that two of the greatest men outstanding 
in Mexico history, Benito Juarez and Porfirio Diaz, came from the 
State of Oaxaca ? 

Mr. Linn. Yes. That is not the only reason, but I have seen a 

eat many of the Oaxacans and talked with them. For instance, 

uis Cabrera, whom I know very well, is only part of Indian blood, 
but he is a remarkable man intellectually. 

Mr. KeEarFuL. Do you think that he likes the American people, 
and wants the American people in Mexico and wants them to trade 
with Mexico? 

Mr. Linn. Not as interventionists or conquerors, he does not. As 
business men he certainly does, in my judgment. 

Mr. KearFuL. Have you ever talked to him about his feelings in. 
ae to Americans operating in Mexico? ? 

. Linn. I have. 

Mr. KearFUL. What was his expression of sentiment in regard to. 
Americans operating in Mexico? 3 

Mr. Linp. I never heard him express himself adversely at all, but, 
like all Mexicans, he undoubtedly feels that any foreigner operating 
in Mexico should conform to Mexican laws and help bear ihe hardens 
of taxation and the maintenance of their institutions, 

Mr. KearFut. It has been testified here by more than one ap- 
parently credible witness that Luis Cabrera stated upon several 
occasions that the Americans had been exploiting the Mexicans long 
enough, and that they ought to be driven out of the country and their 
property taken from them. Did he ever express any such senti- 
ments to you? 

Mr. Linn. Not at all; not at all. We discussed the oil situation on 
several occasions, and I never heard him express a sentiment that 
was not entirely cordial to enterprise, and welcomed investment and 
development, but he always insisted that foreigners operating in 
Mexico should not seek to avoid taxes and the performance of their 
duties the same as was required of Mexican citizens. 

Now, speaking about the oil situation 

. KEARFUL. Just a moment; I want to ask you a question right 
there. Did he take the position that it was the custom of Americans 
to avoid their obligations in regard to paying taxes and other require- 
ments of the laws of Mexico ? 

Mr. Linn. No; but to protest and object to any regulation, and to 
appeal to the Government and to the State Department. I have 
heard him object to that. 

Mr. Kearrut. Were you in sympathy with that expression of 
sentiment on his part? 

‘Mr. Linn. I think that when the citizens of any country go into 
a foreign country, whether for trade, commerce, or industrial develop- 
ment, it is incumbent upon them to observe the laws of that country, 
and to c the burdens that are properly imposed for the main- 
tenance of Government, the same as the citizens of that country; 
not to call upon his Government, the Government of his former 
allegiance, frivolously for the purpose of annoying or protestin 
against action that does not do violence to our accepted notions o 


PE and wrong. , 
. Kearruc. Did you understand that Americans operating in 
Mexico had been in the habit of making frivolous protests (d their 
own Government in regard to the way they were treated ? 
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Mr. Linp. When you say, ‘‘Americans,’’ that is broad. I have 
heard complaints that individual Americans caused the Government 
and the authorities a great deal of embarrassment and annoyance by 
objections to reasonable things, and complaints to their own Gover- 
ment. It caused friction and bad feeling. 

The oil situation is very peculiar. Wehave exactly the same situa- 
tion in our State of Minnesota. I am referring to the psychology of it, 
not for the purpose of either condemning one side or upholding the 
other; but here the Steel Corporation owns nearly all the iron mines in 
our State—that is, it has leases on them—and that is the bulk of the 
iron ore in the United States. They pay taxes, and they pay very 
large taxes in the aggregate, but there is constant agitation in our 
State for higher taxes. Our people say, ‘‘ Why, the Steel Corporation 
is taking away the iron ore, of which we only have one crop; when itis 
gone, that is the last of it; and they are leaving us an unsightly, ugly 

ole in the ground, and why should they not contribute liberally 

toward the support of our schools and to create a permanent fund?” 

Now, I am not saying that that attitude on the part of our people 
is always reasonable—not by any means—and, mind you, the Steel 
Corporation is composed of Americans, our own citizens, and st 
there is that prejudice. Now, I imagine that the Mexicans feel the 
same way: “Here, the foreigners are taking the oil out of our soil, 
and they are leaving us the surface destroyed, black holes in the 
ground, and if we do not get a revenue for the support of our schools 
and for our development, where are we ?” 

I am not either commending or condemning; I am just speaking of 
the natural pyschology of the situation, that it is only human nature 
that the Mexicans should seek to exact some revenue and taxes, just 
the same as our people endeavor to do, and that the oil corporations 
should seek to evade or reduce the taxes just as much as is possible, 
the same as they do in our State. 

There is the situation. l 

Mr. KEARFUL. Do you believe that the oil companies operating 1m 
Mexico have sought to evade taxes ? 

Mr. Linn. Yes; because they have come to me and solicited my 
cooperation. When I say “evade,” I do not mean to evade all the 
taxes, but to escape the additional taxes that were required. When I 
was in Mexico, that is a matter that they took up with me frequently. 

Mr. KEaRrrUL. Do you know the extent of the taxation and 
whether it amounted to confiscation 4 

Mr. Linp. Well, I guess there have been no confiscatory taxes. 
Whether the taxes exacted have been excessive or not, I do not know, 
and express no judgment. Iam just speaking of the psychology of the 
situation. That is one that inevitably, so long as human nature re- 
mains where it is, will cause contention and differences of opinion. | 

Mr. KEarFuL. Are you familiar with article 27 of the new consti- 
tution of 1917 in reference to the nationalization of the subsoil? 

Mr. Linn. Yes; I am. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Do you think that the oil companies have any just 

ound of complaint on that score? 

Mr. Linn. It depends on how it is administered and how you look 
atit. In Mexico, the same as with us, originally, the State owned 
the minerals. You know, the Government of the United States 
owned all of the minerals, I think, until in the forties Congress released 
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the minerals. We have recently resumed the oil and coal and miner- 
als of that character in the public lands. The State in Mexico owned 
the oil until some time during Diaz’s administration, when Lord 
Cowdray discovered oil. Then they secured an act of the Mexican 
Congress relinquishing the State’s claim to the oil and real property. 
Of course, Lord Cowdray and his organization in Mexico, under Diaz, 
were in position to virtually dictate, and they did dictate to the 
Mexican Government what they wanted, and they got what they 
wanted. 

For instance, I am very sure that I sent to the State Department a 
photographic copy of the stock ledger of the Aguila Oil Co. when it 
was organized. think the capitalization was some 1,300,000 pesos. 
Cowdray and his associates had the bulk of it, but the Mexican secre- 
tary of state, the Mexican secretary of the treasury, and Diaz’s son 
had, I think, 400,000 pesos of the stock of the Mexican Aguila Oil Co. 

Mr. Kearrurt. What do you mean when you say that the oil be- 
longed to the State up to the time of Diaz? Do you mean that where 
private property had been granted, nevertheless the oil was reserved 
to the State as its property 

Mr. Linp. Yes; just the same as other minerals. You know, on 
any land in Mexico, privately owned, anyone can go and condemn— 
denounce, as they call it—minerals rights. I-am correct in that, 
am I not? 

Mr. KEaRFUL. I am ae you for your information. 

Mr. Linp. My understanding is that in Mexico to-day, and it 
always has been the law in Mexico, the owner of real property does 
not own the minerals, that they are subject to denunciation by anyone 
who discovered them. Denunciation is what they call the process, 
as I recall. That was true of oil until Cowdray secured that amend- 
ment of the law. Now, as I understand the constitutional provision 
to which you refer simply reinstates the old law with this provision, 
that it shall not apply to land acquired by foreigners during the 
period that the law was in operation, or to lands where oil had been 
developed. ‘That is my understanding, but that may be imperfect 
in detail. 

Mr. KrearFru.. Where did you get your information that the-law 
of Mexico was that the oil below the surface belonging to private 
owners belonged to the Government? 

Mr. Linn. Why, that is the Latin law; that is the Code Napoleon; 
and then I have often seen the act quoted by which the Government 
relinquished it. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did you ever hear of a distinction being made 
between oil and coal on the one part and metalliferous minerals on 
the other, as to the reservation of rights to the Government ? 

Mr. Linn. Under operation of that law relinquishing 

Mr. Krearrut. I mean, prior to that law, did it ever come to your 
attention that the reservations that were made in the grants of the 
oe titles were purely of certain specified metalliferous minerals 
and that nothing but those specified were reserved? Was that ever 
brought to your attention 3 

Mr. Linn. No. 


(Thereupon, at. 12.20 o’clock p. m., a recess was taken until 5 
o’clock p. m.) 
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The hearing was resumed at 5 o'clock p. m. on Tuesday, April 27, 
1920, pursuant to the recess taken at 12.20 o’clock p. m. to-day. 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN LIND—Resumed. 


Mr. Kearrut. Did you wish to say something before I resume 
questioning you? 

Mr. Linp. The volume of history that I referred to this morning 
was “Historia de la Conquista de Mejico, by Don Antonio de Solis, 
ee in Paris in 1844. I call your attention to Chapter XVI. 

he first two or three pages of this chapter call attention to the land 
system, the system of taxation that prevails in the Mexican Empire 
under the Montezumas; the different ministers; their sessions from 
time to time resolving questions of peace and war; the organization 
of the nobility and the army; the organization of the courts; the 
administration of justice appealed from the inferior courts to the 
higher courts. 

Then it takes up the system of education that prevailed, three 
classes of schools, public schools for the common people, where they 
were taught to read the characters and hieroglyphics which con- 
stituted their writing, and were taught manners and politeness, and 
others were taught trades, and the children of the aobility were fitted 
for public office and for the army, and some women for vestal virgins, 
and so on. 

I should be very glad if you would let your translator—— 

Mr. KEARFUL. Is that book in Spanish ? 

Mr. Linp. It is in Spanish; yes. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did you read it in the original 3 

Mr. Linp. Yes; certainly. 

Mr. Krearruv. Did you take the material that you used from the 
original Spanish ? 

Mr. Linp. | did. 

Mr. KeEARFUL. Translate it? Did you translate it ourself ? 

Mr. Linn. Yes; I can translate this freely, offhand, only it takes 
time. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did you know any Spanish when you went to 
Mexico ? 

Mr. Linp. Very little. I had read some Italian and of course had 
Latin at school, but the pauh that I got—and it is onl speakin 
broadly, a reading knowledge of Spanish—I acquired in Mexico, an 
I have kept up my reading since. 

Mr. Krearrut. Mr. Emery, about whom you testified as having & 
plantation that you visited, was a witness here and he told about the 
trip that you made and said that you were not able to converse with 
the natives, but that you had to have an interpreter. 

Mr. Linn. That is true. Later, if a person spoke Spanish to me 
slowly I could follow him or her and very many Mexicans can under- 
tani) English if it is spoken slowly and distinctly; but now I can not 
carry on and would not attempt to carry on a conversation, though I 
can get along hl asa and, as I say, read readily. Of course 1n 

reading, particularly old literature like this, there are idiomatic 
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dictionary. 

Mr. Kearrut. In your booklet before referred to, you say in one 
place that you mingled with the people a great deal? 

Mr. Linp. I did. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You do not mean that you conversed with the 
natives in their own language ? | 

Mr. Linp. In a way I did, and stil you could not call it conver- 
sation. Now that you have asked me that question, I wish to say 
that I used to take walks around Vera Cruz every afternoon about 
this time of day. You know how the little houses in the outskirts 
are located. Everybody knew me. I am well marked to start with, 
and my mission had been discussed in the press, and the men and the 
women and the children would come up and look at me and bow. I 
would step into the houses, up in the direction of Los Cocos and all 
around. They would come very politely and usually the women of the 
cabin would ask me if I would like coffee, and I always responded 
that it would be very agreeable to have a cup of coffee, and talked a 
little, but not what you could call conversation. 

I used to play a the children a good deal and I pitched pennies 
with the boys sometimes. I just wanted to see how the people lived 
and be on relations of sufficient intimacy so that they would: not run 
at the sight of me. 

The consul, Mr. Canada, was my eyes and ears, too, in many 
instances. We occasionally walked out together and met the people. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did you find that your mission caused some hos- 
tility among the people of Mexico? | 

Mr. Linp. Yes, and no. Among the official class, the Huertistas 
class, which is the only official class of course that Í met there, was 
undoubtedly a feeling of hostility; but I must say that even those 
who are deemed the most hostile politically always treated me with 
courtesy. I never had more kindly or more pleasant treatment 
than I received at the hands of many Mexicans. There were very 
few exceptions. 

The common people, for some reason or other that I can not 
comprehend, simply went out of their way to make it pleasant for 
me, For instance, if you will pardon me—it is illustrative of the 
character and attitude of the people—they would grab my hand 
and sometimes kiss it. That is what I take to be the old sympa- 
thizers of Madero, the liberal element would do that. 

As Consul. Canada remembers, Huerta sent down spies, as we 
called them. Whether they were sent down to spy on me or to 

uard me against any accident or any incident that might cause 
riction, I can not say; but those men, when I went about town, 
usually followed me or very often followed me, 40 or 50 rods back, 
and when we got out a ways I would pull out my handkerchief and 
wave to them and they would come up, and sometimes we had a 
glass of beer or a cigar. 

Mr. KEarRFuL. Your mingling-with the people that you mention 
in your book was confined to the suburbs of Vera Cruz ? iP ng 

r. Linp. Of course I met a great many in Mexico City. Thou- 
sands called on me in the aggregate, and those were passed through 
VeraCruz. There was not a day, I venture to say, during the month 


phrases that I sometimes have to reflect on and perhaps consult thes 
SA 
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that I remained at Vera Cruz that I did not have from 15 to 25 or 
50 callers. May I ask Consul Canada how my estimate is on that! 
Consul Canapa. There were several every day, Gov. Lind, while 
ou were there, that would come to the office. I could not say 
ow many. 
Mr. Linp. No; neither can J, but a great many: 
Mr. KEARFUL. On page 25 of your booklet is this statement: 
You have heard a great deal about the hostility of the Mexicans against every- 
thing American. I found no such hostility, except among the class aio: sup 
Huerta. They hated us. What there is left of them hate us now. They do not 


hate us as individuals. They hate and dread the influence of our institutions. The 


say contact with the United States, and even with individual Americans, epoi 
the peons— 


Mr. Linn. That is true. 

Mr. KEARFUL (reading): . 
and makes rebels of them. Their eyes turn to Europe for trade, for finance, and 
for all intercourse. 

Do you know whether or not the class of people of whom you 
were speaking there were the same class that supported Porfirio 
Diaz ? 

Mr. Linp. I can not say how their earlier alignments existed. _ 

Mr. Kearrut. You are not able to say that that same condition 
existed in the time of Porfirio Diaz ? 


Mr. Linp. No; Í say I can not speak of that time. I was not in 
Mexico then. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did you observe that Huerta failed in any respect 
in his duties and in the protection of American property rights and 
personal rights ? 

Mr. Linp. Oh, outside of the City of Mexico there was no safety 
for property or property rights or individuals in Mexico, generally 
speaking. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You were not outside of Mexico City except to go 
to Vera Cruz and this one hacienda, were you ? 

Mr. Lino. Oh, yes. I was around on the railroad, but I got my 
reports every day, scores of letters; for instance, delegations came 
to me from all directions, and the Americans, of course, suffered 
and were leaving, a great many of them. 

Mr. KearFUL. You also say on page 25 of the booklet: 


The elimination of Huerta was demanded by the interests of the Mexican people. 
How did you ascertain that? 


Mr. Linp. The whole attitude of the IIuertista government, as I 
judged of the situation, was one of force and repression, and I felt 
confident then, as I do now and as I expressed myself this morning, 
that the new ideas of the twentieth century had reached Mexico. 
The people had begun to see, or at least to feel, the injustice that 
had prevailed; the conditions under which they had lived. They 
looked for better things, such as they had seen across the line in the 
United States. There was a sort of French revolution brewing. 

Mr. Krarrun. You mean the ideals that were represented by the 
revolutionists of the north headed by Villa and Carranza ? 

Mr. Lixp. Well, the revolutionary movement in goneral, north and 
south. It was very strong in Moxico City; it was very strong all 
over, and very active in the north. : 
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Mr. KearFuL. Witnesses before the committee have testified 
with practical unanimity that within the territory controlled by 
Huerta life and property were secure. Are you prepared to say 
that they are incorrect ? 

Mr. Linp. If you limit it to the City of Mexico and the portion of 
the territory toward the Gulf, that is probably true; but within 25 
miles of Mexico City, in the whole State of Morelos and in Oaxaca, 
neither life nor property were safe, nor when you got up to Torreon or 
half way to Torreon. It is the same condition of affairs there, and in 
the great region between Tampico, Mexico, and the Huastica region. 
We had a great deal of trouble, as Consul Canada will remember, 
S O pEr to the condition of affairs in the Texas land and mining 

istrict. 

Mr. KEearFvu.. The testimony I referred to covers the States of 
Yucatan, Campeche, Chiapas, Oaxaca, Vera Cruz, and all of the 
States up to the northern territory which has been overrun by the 
revolutionists. Were you in any of those States ? 

Mr. Lixo. Certainly I was. 

Mr. KEAaRFUL. You were? | 

Mr. Linn. I was, and all I can say is that my views differ from the 
testimony you state. I will not undertake to argueit. For instance, 
you spoke about Yucatan. Yucatan wag in trouble all the time. 

uerta had sent down there some of his troops to capture volunteers 
for his army—that is the way they got volunteers for Huerta’s my 
by capturing them—and the little gunboats that they had would 
bring them up to Vera Cruz and there they would come in strings. 
I have counted, from Consul Canada’s window, I think with him at 
my side, a string of volunteers for Huerta’s army who were walking 
in line, with a long rope or cable with loops in it, and a loop thrown 
around the neck of each one in a row, about 2 feet apart. That is 
the way they were marched through the city. 

Mr. Kearrut. Who were those people? 

Mr. Linp. They were volunteers for Huerta’s army to fight the 
rebels of the north. 

Mr. KearrtL. Where and how did he get them? 

Mr. Linn. He got them by capturing them. 

Mr. Kearrut. Where did you get your information in regard to 
them? Who told you that? 

Mr. Linn. It is common knowledge. I saw them landed and the 
apers were full of it. My attention, I think, was first called to it 
y Consul Canada, who said, ‘Governor, come here.” He was 

standing at the window. ‘Come here and see some of the volunteers 
for the Mexican army.” There was a string of these fellows with 
this rope around their necks, as I have described. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Consul Canada told you that they were volunteors 
that Huerta had taken from peaceful pursuits? Is that your infor- 
mation ? 

Mr. Linp. I will not say to what extent of detail he went into, 
but he called my attention to them, and then I made further inquiry 
and verified it, of course. 

Mr. Krarrut. Did you know of any instance where Huerta failed 
to protect the lives and provert of Americans in any part of the ter- 
ritory that was not controlled by the revolutionists of the north? 

Mr. Linp. Yes. 
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Mr. Kearrun. What instances? 

Mr. Linp. In Oaxaca, toward the Isthmus, near Cuernavaca. 
They were streaming through Mexico to Vera Cruz every day. 

Mr. Kearrc. I think the committee would like to have specific 
instances, because we never heard of that before. 

Mr. Linp. This was six or seven years ago, and I can not give you 
names or the dates. These things are reported pretty fully in my 
official reports. I kept no record except the reports that I made to 
the department from day to day. 

Mr. Kearren. Did vou come to the conclusion upon the informa- 
tion that you obtained that the salvation of Mexico depended upon 
the success of the revolutionary movement instituted by Carranza! 

Mr. Linb. No. I came to the conclusion that the only salvation 
of Mexico depended upon a new régime, in which some of the existing 
abuses would be eradicated, in which the people would be afforded an 
oppor ay to attend schools, and in which some of the blessings 
that other peoples enjoyed would be given them to enjoy. I did not 

-feel that Carranza or any individual or any group of individuals could 
bring ‘a millenium in Mexico, nor do I feel now that any man or set 
of men can restore—they can not restore any good conditions because 
the conditions have always been bad, but I do not feel now that any 
individual or any set of men can give the Mexican people ideal con- 
ditions, ideal government, or absolute peace and plenty as the people 
might enjoy in a country as rich as that. It will take decades and 
generations for the people to develop into self-governing, intelligent 
citizens. | 

Mr. Kearrut. But in the existing condition as you found it, did 
you believe that that movement of Carranza was the first step 
toward that result ? 

Mr. Linp. I did, and I do now. 

Mr. KearruL. Was it your belief that if that revolutionary move- 
ment failed, that intervention by this country in Mexico would be 
inevitable ? 3 

Mr. Lino. I think I had that fear, but my conviction was that if 
that revolutionary movement failed it would be followed by another 
until the conditions that inevitably caused revolutions were cured or 
removed at least in part. 

Mr. Kearrut. Have you not often expressed it as your firm con- 
viction and have you not stated it to me that it was Carranza or 
intervention ¢ | 

Mr. Lixo. I think I have—I think I have—not Carranza as an 
individual, but he 

Mr. Kearrut. As typifying a cause ? 

Mr. Lino. As typifying a cause, the movement. 

Mr. KearFut. In reference to the proposition of recognizing Car- 
ranza as the head of the de facto government of Mexico, did you not 
take the position that unless Carranza were recognized intervention 
would be inevitable ? 

Mr. Linn. I think so. I was anxious to see Carranza recognized 
as soon as there was tolerable peace in Mexico, as there was at the 
time he was recognized, for two reasons: I felt that that was the only 
hope in the situation at that time, and I felt also that in view of the 
European war, which had begun, and in which I felt certain we woul 
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be involved sooner or later—and I expected it about as early as it 
came—that it was an impending absolute national necessity that we 
should have our flank at peace or as nearly at peace as possible. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Were those the views of the resident 

Mr. Linp. I do not know. 

Mr. KrarruL. Upon the basis of Carranza or intervention, if 
Carranza were now thrown out by the counter revolution would you 
believe that intervention is the only solution? 

Mr. Linp. No. Whatever happens in Mexico—I am no prophet 
and I am not sufficiently informed to discuss the present situation 
intelligently. In regard to the reports that I sce in the papers, I can 
not help being reminded of what Mark Twain said when his attention 
was called to the fact that he was reported dead. He said that the 
report of his death was very much exaggerated. That is what I 
think of these reports. Still, one can not say what may happen in 
Mexico, but whatever happens I should look upon intervention as a 
most unfortunate step for the United States as well as for the Mexican 


peop e 

. KEARFUL. I can say personally that I very ae) agree with 
you on that point, I wish to ask this question: Your faith in Car- 
ranza and the other leaders of his revolution was founded, was it not, 
upon his acts and the acts of his leaders in the progress of the victo- 
rious march through Mexico and on to Mexico City ¢ - 

Mr. Linp. I wish you would divide that question. You assume 
that I had faith in Villa. 

Mr. Kearrut. No, I said Carranza. 

Mr. Linp. I never had any faith in Villa as a possibility even for 
any executive or administrative position. Villa is essentially an 
intelligent savage. That is the best.and the worst you can say of 
him. Carranza as I knew him by reputation and as a result of much 
inquiry at that time, and as better acquaintance since has confirmed 
me, I regard him as a very able, and, think, patriotic man. He is 
strong-minded, opinionated, and, as I said in one of my dispatches, 
Pig hear ed. 

Mr. KearFUL. Villa was Carranza's principal general in the begin- 
one of the operations in the north, was he not ! 


r. Linp. Ido not know. I do not think there were any principal . 


generals. I think they all fought together by common consent. 

Mr. KEARFUL. I mean the main successes in the early stages of the 
revolution were gained by Villa, were they not ! 

Mr. Linn. I think many of the military successes were. 

Mr. KrarFut. Did you not regard the turning point of the revolu- 
tion to be the taking of Torreon by Villa? 

Mr. Linn. Well, I think so. J] think that is what virtually was the 
beginning of the end. 

r. KearFu_. I will return to the previous question. Was your 
faith in the revolutionary movement headed by Carranza founded 
upon the action of the army as it marched through Mexico and in its 
triumphal entry into Mexico City? 

Mr. Linn. My faith in the revolutionary movement was founded 
upon the economic and social necessity for the revolutionary move- 
ment. The movements of the army were only evidence of that neces- 
sity for a change in Mexico. 


Pe 
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Mr. KEARFUL. In the fall of 1914 when you wrote the address 
which is published in the booklet referred previously, Mexico City had 
then been in the hands of the constitutionalists for several months. 
Carranza entered Mexico City early in August, 1914. Previously 
other important towns had been taken. On page 22 of the booklet 
* you make this statement: 


Mexico has not enjoyed more than eight years of real self-government in the whole 
life of the nation. But here also the indications are promising. 


Mr. Linn. Yes. 

Mr. Kearrvn (reading): “The discipline and restraint shown by 
the victorious constitutional armies and their chiefs were most 
creditable and encouraging.” 

Were you present in any of the cities that were taken by the 
victorious constitutional army ? 

Mr. Linp. No, I was not. 

Mr. Kearrei. You had no opportunity personally to observe their 
actions so as to Judge whether they exercised discipline and restraint 
and whether that was creditable and encouraging ? 

Mr. Linp. No, but I still would use that same language when you 
reflect on what occurred by people very much more cultured and 
disciplined, as we supposed, in the late European war. You must 
bear in mind that in the Mexican armies perhaps 90 per cent of the 
soldiers are utterly illiterate and without any civilizing antecedents 
or discipline. When they enter victoriously into a city the size of 
Mexico City or any of the other large cities in the Mexican nation, 
one would naturally expect very great and very flagrant excesses an 
outrages. I have no doubt that there were excesses. 

Mr. Krarrut. Would you expect that those excesses would be 
committed by the leaders of the army as an example to the men? 

Mr. Linp. No; we would not expect it, and still those things hap- 

ened in the war, if the reports that we had from the occupation of 
Boloiurn and northern France are to be believed. 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you know Manuel Calero, who was foreign min- 
ister under Madero and afterwards ambassador ? 

Mr. Linp. I only know of him. I never met him, but I am familiar 
with his name. 

Mr. Krearruu. Do you know his reputation as a Mexican of stand- 
ing or not ? 

Ír. Linp. I do not recall very distinctly, but I have no recollection 
that I heard him spoken of as a vicious man. 

Mr. Kearruy. He was one of the ardent supporters of Madero and 
is now exiled from the country. 

Mr. Linp. I recall him. He passed through Vera Cruz and was 
conducted to Vera Cruz. I peal him now. No; I never heard him 
spoken of except highly. 

Mr. Kearruc. Did you ever read a book written by him in 1916 
entitled “The Mexican policy of President Woodrow Wilson as it 
appears to a Mexican ?”’ 

r. Linn. I have not read it. 

Mr. Krearrut. In that book he refers to what occurred in Mexico 

City at the time of the entry of the victorious constitutionalist’s 


army there. 
Mr. Luyp. But he was not there. He was not an eyewitness. 
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Mr. Krearrou. On page 31 of that book he said: 


What happened then is something that the American Government has not dared 
to publish. The few honorable constitutionalists shudder to recall it. The Depart- 
ment of State has in its archives the official information of the outrages committed 
by the so-called constitutionalista in the great capital of Mexico. Never had the 
city suffered such indignities, not evenin the blackest days of our revolutionary life. 
Even the diplomatic representatives of the foreign Governments were robbed by 
the Carranza ‘‘generals” and by the mob of ravenous politicians that followed. Even 
the Brazilian minister, official representative of the United States, was robbed. 


Again, on page 78, speaking of the same subject, Mr. Calero says: 


The revolutionists entered a place, and the inhabitants, terrorized, shut them- 
selves up in their houses, concealed their wives and their daughters to save them 
from the lust of those ferocious beasts, and concealed their properties to save them 
from pillage. In the great cities there were customarily acclamations and friendly 
receptions for the victors, inspired more by fear of being considered unfriendly than 
by a legitimate enthusiasm, but nowhere was seen the popular effort to draw from 
that triumph any advantages for the effectiveness of the public liberties. Martial 
law was the form in which the revolutionary authority was exercised. The military 
tribunal, without law, and arbitrary, substituted the civil tribunal; the military 
commander took the place of the municipal council; the military governor that of the 
civil governor of the State, and the ‘‘first chief” substituted the president of the 
Republic, the Congress, and the Federal courts of justice. 


On page 62 he gives an account of what occurred after the break 
between Villa and Carranza, as follows: 


_ Those combatants did not appear to fight against their enemies, but against the 
immense pacific population. Everyone who may have followed the changes of this 
drama knows the infinite number ot attacks upon the honor of women, upon religion, 
upon property, and upon life. A savage struggle in which the Yaquis, barbarous 
and sanguinary, who formed a part of the hosts of Carranza, the criminals, taken from 
all the prisons, the Mexican Indian, ignorant and avid for blood and rapine, who 
formed the bulk of the combatants, satisfied their instincts of bestial ferocity at the 
expense of 15,000,000 of human beings. 

unger and pestilence increased the ravages of war. The military chiefs made 
scandalous fortunes, and what they did not appropriate to themselves was sent to the 
United Stateg to the voracious speculators, who were paid with the bread and tears 
of ae Mexican people for the arms and ammunition which sustained that infernal 
conflict. 

Read the reports of the Red Cross; examine the official data with which the Depart- 
ment of State is stuffed, and it will be seen that while thousands of women and children 
were dying for lack of food, cargoes of corn, beans, of live stock, and all that could 
satisfy hunger went out of the Mexican ports and of the frontier cities to be converted 
into rifles and cartridges, into instruments of destruction. 


Did you ever hear any of those accounts ? | 

Mr. Loo. There are undoubtedly instances or occurrences that 
justify an indictment; not such as that. I think that is a very 
extreme, partisan statement even of the excesses that are always 
incident to the advance of a victorious army of that character. 

Mr. KEAaRFUL. You can not say that of your own personal 
knowledge ? 

Mr. Linp. No; and neither could he, because he was not there 
any more than I was. 

. KearruL. Witnesses who have heretofore testified before the 
committee were there and substantiated the statement. Are you 
prepared to say they are mistaken ? 

. Linn. No, but I think many of them are prejudiced. 

Mr. Krarruu. Or that they have testified falsely ? 
Mr. Linp. I would not say that they have testified falsely, but 
the main difference was in the construction that they put upon the 
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incidents happening in times of stress. For instance, Mr. Murray, 
whom you know very well, who had been a reporter for the New York 
World in Mexico City for years and years, one of the most intelligent 
men that I have known in Mexico, told me some threo or four years 
ago, when I met him here in the city of Washington, that what 
astounded him more than anything else was the discretion exercised 
by these victorious armies that occupied Mexico City from time to 
time. He said even Zapata and his followers did not cause the de- 
vastation nor the hardships that were anticipated. Everybody ex- 
pected that if Zapata and his followers entered Mexico City the whole 
population would be robbed. He said there were instances of that 
character, but on the whole the entry and the occupation was much 
more orderly than he had ever anticipated. He spoke the same way 
about the entrance of the Constitutionalists. 

Mr. Kearrun. It is undoubtedly true that Zapata, when he en- 
tered Mexico City, surprised everybody and kept order, and under- 
took to and did return to the owners of pro erty such articles as 
could be found that had been stolen from then by the forces of 
Carranza previous to his evacuation, but I was speaking of the 
Constitutionalist armies. 

Mr. Linp. He was speaking of thom also. He was an eyewitness 
to all occurrences, and he expressed great surprise that the excesses 
were not greater and worse than they were. 

_ Mr. Kearrvut. Did you ever hear about the occupation of houses 
in Mexico City by Carranza’s generals and the looting of those houses! 

Mr. Linp. I heard about houses being commandeered for the use 
of the officers in the army. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You understand, as a lawyer, that the word ‘‘com- 
mandeer” means to take property and pay for it, do you not? 

Mr. Linp. Not at the time, not ayment at the time. I never 
knew a government or an army to do that except, possibly, out i 
the field where generals sometimes have cash. But our Government, 
when it commandeered during the last war, took possession of such 
houses, and such ships, and such instrumentualities as it required, an 
has not paid for them to-day. 

Mr. Krarrur. Do you understand that was the process followed 
by Carranza and his generals in Mexico City and other places? 

Mr. Linp. Not in the same orderly way, I do not imagine. You 
can not judge of the Mexicans by our standards and do thom justice. 
You can not expect that they will carry on a Government or carry 
on activities of any kind in as orderlv ‘a way as we would and do. 
That 1s what I mean. i 

Mr. KearruL. What were the creditable and encouraging acts 
that you had in mind when yeu wrote the statement referred to? 

Mr. Linn. I can not recall now just what I had in mind when I 
used that language, but the whole situation to me looked promising 
and it has continued to do so until this present unfortunate election- 
eering contest that is in progress. 

Mr. Krarrvut. Do you mean that it was creditable and encouraging 
to you that they did not commit any greater excesses than were 
actually committed? You expected them to—— 

Mr. Lino (interrupting). No; I did not expect, but I feared that 
there would be greater excesses than any committed, and I often 


discussed that with Consul Canada. I will say here that is the fear 
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of the possibility of excesses from any of the armies, I counseled 
with the naval officers and the Army officers, not under instructions 
from Washington but on my own and their initiative, to take pre- 
cautionary steps if anything should happen while I was there to 
prevent any serious conflagration. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did you ever hear about a Mexican historian 
named Francisco Bulnes? 

Mr. Linp. I think not. I am not familiar with his writings any- 
way, whether I ever heard of him or not. 

Mr. KearruL. He is quite a celebrated historian. He wrote several 
very illuminating books on Mexican history and his last book is 
entitled, ‘‘The Whole Truth about Mexico.” On page 295 of that 
book he refers to the agrarian problem and the insincerity of the 
revolutionists in promising to the peons division of land. He said: 

And the land holdings, the great land holdings. what of them? The greatest among 
them passed into the hands of the constitutionalists chiefs, to be enjoyed with the 
rights of absolute ownership. What had constituted the great offense against the poor 
had become the great plum of the conquest. All the personal property of the wealthy 
was appropriated by the constitutionalists. Handsome residences, automobiles, 
' jewelry, furniture, money, clothes, everything possessed by the aristocrats, and even 
those who were not aristocrats, was taken by the revolutionists. 

Do you think there is any truth in that statement? 

Mr. Linp. I do not know. 

Mr. KearruL. That statement was called to the attention of a 
Mexican who has testified before the committee, a man of very high 
standing in Mexico, who is exiled from that country. 

Mr. Lryp. Who was the man? 

Mr. KrarruL. He is now engaged in business in New York, and 
his name is Viecente Sanchez Gavito. 

Mr. Linp. I do not know him. 

Mr. KEARFUL. And he confirmed that, as well as the statements 
previously made from the book of Manuel Calero. 

Mr. Linp. Did he give any incidents, dates, haciendas, or houses 
taken? Did he give any data or just mere denunciation? 

Mr. KrarruL. The date has been given by various individual 
witnesses from all parts of Mexico, who have testified before the 
committee. 

Mr. Linp. Understand me; I can not either affirm or deny the 
truth of alleged indiscretions or trespasses committed by anyone 
in Mexico since the time I was there. 

_ Mr. Krarrut. This relates to the time of the march of the revolu- 
tion, and what was done upon the taking of cities by the 
constitutionalists. 

Mr. Linn. The language and tenor of the language indicates that 
it was written in a controversial, denunciatory spirit, to say the 
least, and while there may be some basis of truth for it, I would 
want to know the fact. 

Mr. KEARFUL. As I said before, many witnesses from all parts of 
Mexico have testified in detail, giving dates, names of individual, 
description of property, etc., fully substantiating the general state- 
ment. Are you prepared to say that testimony is mistaken or false ? 

Mr. Linn. I am not saying that anyone’s testimony that I have 
not heard and that purports to be about facts of which I have no 
knowledge is either true or false. I am not here to prosecute or 
persecute or defend anybody. 


2350 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


Mr. Kearrc.. This booklet of yours containing statements re- 

ferred to was published in Minneapolis, as I remember, late in the 

ear 1914 and at that time was quite widely distributed. I know 
ot a copy. | 

fr. Linp. No, it was not widely distributed. It has never been 
distributed. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You say it has never been distributed ? 
Mr. Lino. No, sir. Individuals have written to Mr. Edgar for 
copies. There were only 300 printed in all. 

Ír. KeEARFUL. For your information I will state that a telegram 
was sent to The Bellman at Minneapolis requesting two copies to 
be sent to a certain gentleman, and also that the bill be sent with 
them. The copies were immediately sent, together with a letter 
stating that there was no charge. This occurred within the last 
few days. 

Mr. Linp. Mr. Edgar is a very prominent publisher and a friend 
of mine, a personal friend of mine. He printed this without m 
knowledge and without any request on my part that it be printed. 


He used the same type and print that was used in The Bellman, and ` 


struck off these copies, I think 300. He sent 50 or 75 or possibly 
more to my office and they are there yet in my office except occasion- 
ally people who have read The Bellman or heard about the address 
wrote to me and asked for a copy and I have sent it out. It has 
never been distributed and never circulated except as I have explained. 

Mr. Kearru. The publication and distribution of this pamphlet 
was done at the expense of the gentleman you mentioned ? 

Mr. Linn. Wholly. 

Mr. Kearrut. What did you do while you were in Vera Cruz 
by way of aiding the revolutionists of the north to triumph over 
Huerta? 

Mr. Lixp. Not a thing, not a thing. I never corresponded with 
one. I refused to correspond with any except my official corre- 
spondence in regard to political matters. 

Mr. KearFut. Did you have any correspondence with any repre- 
sentatives of Zapata in the city of Moreles ? 

Mr. Lixo. No; except one rather ludicrous incident which annoyed 
me quite a little and I think Consul Canada more. That occurred 
a week or so before I left Vera Cruz. 

A gentleman by the name of Hall, who had been at Cuernavaca 
for a good many years, a New England man originally, but a Mormon, 
who hed gone to Cuernavaca from Utah, brought to me at Vera 
Cruz a letter from Consul Gencral Shanklin, commending to me in 
very positive terms a Col. Martinez, who was very much interes 
in the Zapatista movement and purported to represent Zapata. 
I asked Mr. Hall about the matter. I said, “I can not see this man 
if he wants anything that I could not grant him or that would be 
embarrassing to our Government.” He insisted that he was a very, 
very able man, and very discreet, and that he wanted help for the 
Zapatistas. 

Then Mr. Hall told the most heartrending story about the con- 
dition of the poor Zapatistas in the neighborhood of Cuernavaca and 
west. He said they were starving, many of them had been wounded, 
they were actually rotting, as he put it. There was the most horrible 
condition that he had ever seen or that anyone had known, he said. 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 9351 


They had been at war with the Huerta soldiers and I guess with the 
Madero soldiers earlier for three or four years. They were a helpless, 
ignorant mass of people. 

He told me the most heartrending story that I ever listened to 
about their condition and said this colonel was coming with a com- 
munication from Shanklin for their relief. 

Mr. Krarrun. This was Arnold Shanklin, the consul general at 
Mexico City ? 

Mr. Linn. Yes, in whom I had implicit confidence and had known 
and always have had. Whether the colonel came before I left Vera 
Cruz I do not recall now. May I ask Consul Canada? I think his 
recollection is more accurate. 

Had he arrived at Vera Cruz before I left or did he arrive the 
same day 3 

Mr. Cn He arrived in the evening after you had gone on 
board ship. - 

Mr. Linp. And did I not come ashore? 

Mr. Canapa. He got out there the next morning and saw you on 


the ship. 

Mr. Lisi, That was it. He said he brought a power of attorne 
from Zapata and showed it to me and I think I have it yet. I said, 
“What do you want?” He wanted help. I said, “What kind of 
help do you want?” He wanted $50,000. I said, “Sir, that is 
absurd. Mr. Hall told me ahout the deplorable condition of these 
people and if there is anything I can do, especially now since I am 
goin to Washington, I shall call on the Red Cross authorities in 

ashington just the minute I reach the city, and if any relief can be 
given you in any way of medicine or supplies, bandages, or food, if 
it can be conveyed to you, I will do everything in my power.” 

He wanted money. I said, “It is absurd. If I had it at my dis- 
posal I would not give it to you and could not give it to you, and I 
am very sure that our Government would not pay out a penny. 
` But as a matter of humanity and charity, if these supplies can be 
conveyed to the unfortunate Zapatistas, that will be done.” 

Mr. Hall came with me to Washington and then J turned him over 
to Senator Smoot. I called on Senator Smoot to find out whether 
Hall was a reputable, reliable man, because if I secured supplies and 
relief for him it was expected that he might be able to convey it to 
them. I went to see the Red Cross and got a promise of supplies 
and medicine and I was told that an order might be issued on one of 
the ship’s commissaries for supplies if we could be satisfied that they 
would be conveyed to the poor people. 

Then this man Col. Martinez commenced to cable for money. I 
amey cabled to him that it was absurd, and I either wrote or cabled 
to Consul Canada to get rid of him, and I guess he did and with 
some trouble, just how I do not recall. That is that incident. 

Mr. Krearru.. Of what was this Col. Martinez, a colonel—in whose 
army ? 

. Linp. I do not know what he was colonel of. 

Mr. Krarru.. Was it not understood that he was a colonel in 
Huerta’s army ? 

Mr. Linp. No; that was not my understanding. My under- 
standing was, so far as I had any understanding or have any recol- 
lection, was that he was a lawyer in Mexico City, who had had some 
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matters for Zapata and had his confidence. Since then or shortly 
after this incident I came to the conclusion that he was a spy sent 


by Blanquet to Vera Cruz—I do not know what for, but for some 
pues of his. That is simply a supposition on my part. I do not 
now. 


Mr. Kearrtt. If he was an officer in Huerta’s army you did not 


know it? 
Mr. Linn. I did not know it. 
Mr. Krarrut. Do you remember that Arnold Shanklin sent to 


ou a secret code to be used, in which this man Martinez was to be 
om as Brady, and Iall was to be known as Clark, and Shanklin 
was to be known as Paz, and Zapata as Dix, and yourself as Juarez! 

Mr. Lixp. Now that you speak of it, I think that there was a note 
of that character sent to me. I had forgotten all about it. 

Mr. Krarrur. What was your understanding for the necessity for 


that secrecy? 


Mr. Lixp. None of this occurred at my suggestion and with my 


knowledge, and I could not comprehend it, and of course when & 
man suggested moncy then I suspected at once that he was a fake, 
and I think I told Mr. Canada before I left that that fellow was a 
fake, but I would look into it and verify it further through Mr. Hall. 

What deceived me was that Mr. Hall himself impressed me as & 
kind-hearted, honest man, and he is certainly a plausible man and 
I have no reason now to say that he was not all of that, but then 
Senator Smoot spoke highly of the man. But of course when 
found that it was money that he wanted, that ended it. 

Mr, KEARrUL. In a letter signed by Arnold Shanklin and sent to 
you inclosing this code key 

Mr. Lixo (interrupting). Let me correct that. I have no memory 
now whether any code was suggested by Mr. Shanklin, whether that 
was his suggestion or Hall’s suggestion, or what source it came, but 


your speaking about it reminds me that there was something 0 


that character. 
Mr. Kearru.. Do you remember receiving a letter from Arnold 


Shanklin inclosing this code or key to the code, and containing this 


statement: 
From most reliable sources I learn that the Zapatistas have taken other principal 


laces in the south, and that they are attacking Cuernavaca almost daily. One day 
that the Federals 


fist week they came so close to Cuernavaca and in such numbers 
had to use rapid firing guns and cannon. I might have put it better by saying that 
they were close enough for the Federals to use to advantage such means of defense. 
Mr. Linp. I have no recollection of that letter, not the slightest. 
I doubt very much whether it came to me. But the coming 0 i9 
man, whatever may have been the object of Hall’s coming, never h 
any military significance from my standpoint. The onl ought 
that I had in my mind, aside from the desire to alleviate the terrible 
human suffering that he detailed, was that if we could get in touch 
with some of those rude warring elements in that section in thi 
manner, perhaps, when the time came it might be possible for our 
Government to exercise a persuasive influence for peace and recon- 
ciliation with the rest of the Mexican people. That did run through 
my mind, and was a consideration on my part, I think, in addition 
to the response to the humanitarian call. 
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Mr. Kearru.. Perhaps this may refresh your recollection 

Mr. Lind (interrupting). Pardon me for asking the question, but 
have you anything that I wrote? I think I wrote Shanklin a note 
in regard to the matter. 

Mr. Kearrut. I have not any communication from you to Shank- 
lin, but I was going to call your attention to another paragraph in 
Shanklin’s letter to you. 

Referring to the person who delivered the letter he said: 

Further he will bring to you a piece of paper on which I have written the figures 
1, 2, 3, 4, and the letters A, B, C, D, the letters being under the figures. I have torn 
the paper across so that the tear is across the figure 2 and the letter C. 

Mr. Linn. I never saw that letter. 

Mr. KearruL. He savs further: 


I send herewith the other part of that paper. 


Mr. Linp. I never saw that letter. If that letter was written for 
me, it must have arrived at Vera Cruz after I left. I never saw that. 
My memory is pretty distinct. If I had ever seen that communica- 
tion I would recall it. 

Mr. Kearrvut. Further he said: 

I also inclose a new code prepared by Hall. As it gives a new code name for each, 
Hall and Zapata, we will hereafter use the names for them as they appear on this 
new code, 

Mr. Linp. That indicates that my recollection is correct. I never 
saw that letter, and it never came to my knowledge or reached me, 
but when you spoke about code, I know there was a suggestion from 
some source about the use of code words. 

Mr. Kearrut. He speaks here of a new code, as if there had been 
a code in use before. 

Mr. Linn. A code had been suggested, and I told you a moment 
ago, but that communication I never saw. 

Mr. Kearrut. To refresh your recollection in that respect, I will 
ask if you remember a letter signed by you, directed to Consul 
Canada, in which you said: 

I hand you herewith—— 


Mr. Lixo. May I sce it or are you reading the whole of it? 
Mr. Kearrut. I am reading this part of it. 

Mr. Linp. I would like to see the whole of it. 

Mr. Kearrut (reading): 


I give you herewith the key, of which I have duplicates. In any communications 
with Mr. Shanklin or myself, use the code words indicated. Mr. S. Brady will—— 


Mr. Linp. Which was the code name for Col. Martinez 


will leave on the train to-night. He must be received at the consulate as a fugitive 
if he desires, and it is my wish that he be provided accommodations on one of the 
warships at the earliest moment so as torelieve the consulate. He desires to go to the 
United States. Ifheisshort of funds the consul may advance him $150 gold and charge 
tomy account. Itis very important that he be kept safely as he would undoubtedly 
be executed if caught. "His identification is given in the letter from Mr. Shanklin, 
which I have herewith. Also he will present the other half oí the slip attached to the 
key. 


Does that indicate to you that the letter previously called to your 


attention had been received by P l 
Mr. Linp. As J said before, I have no recollection of that, but I do 
recollect—may I see the balance of that letter—I do recollect some- 
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thing about code words suggested by Shanklin. (After examining 
letter:) That is not what you read before. 

Mr. Krarrur. “J give you herewith the key”? 

This is a letter or purports to be a copy ofa letter signed by you. 

Mr. Linp. But you read us some letter of mine something besides 
this, did you not? 

Mr. Krarrvtr. No, sir. 

Mr. Lino. | think there is no question but that I wrote a letter like 
this to Mr. Canada. As J said, the whole thing came up in a hurry 
and I was leaving. This letter reads: 

The Mr. Hall referred to in the key isa Mormon elder, who called on me a week or 


10 days ago, and is a thoroughly trustworthy man. } expect that Brady will arrive 
to-night. If not, these directions will suffice. 


Then I add here: 


Generally, during my absence or until you hear from me to the contrary, I would 
suggest the following: 

That Consul Canada forward to the State Department, under his signature, such 
information from time to time as to him seems proper. Any confidential matter that 
he thinks might be handled through me to better advantage than to go on the files 
of the State Department he can forward in code to me addressed in care of the Depart- 
ment of State. I will then have the message decoded for my use. This is merely 
by way ôf suggestion, as I know Mr. Canada’s good judgment will dictate the proper 
action to be taken in all cases, 

Mr. KEARFUL. Governor, you have a distinct recollection, have 
you, that your own dealings with Hall and Martinez were in reference 
to supplying food and provisions for suffering Zapatistas ? 

Mr. inp. No. J did not know what they wanted. JT wanted to 
learn what they had to suggest. T was willing, the men having come 
so highly recommended or vouched for rather by Shanklin, and I 
wanted to find out. You see, when I wrote this I had not seen the 
man, I had not been in touch with him, and when I did Jearn what 
his mission was, that was the end of it. 

Mr. Kearrct. Did you have any dealings with this gentleman 
looking to assistance for the Zapatistas to enter Mexico City and 
overthrow ITuerta ? 

Mr, Linp. No, sir; never. 

Mr. KEARFUL. 1 will call your attention to what purports to bes 
copy of a telegram sent by you to the State Department on April 6, 
1914. 

Mr. Lrnp. I will not discuss any telegram that I may have sent to 
the State Department. The original of every telegram that I sent 
to the State Department is undoubtedly there, and T will join with 
you in calling for any telegrams or communications of mine that you 
may wish to see. l 

Mr. KeaRFUL. That is very good of you, and we will take advan- 
tage of that. But I wish to call your attention to this, in order to re- 
fresh your recollection, if possible, in regard to the dealings you ha 
with Arnold Shanklin and Hall and Martinez. 

Since cabling last night I have received additional information and feel absolutely 
certain in my own mind that it is vital to the situation in the South and to the pacifi- 
cation of that section that the gentleman now in the consulate be taken care of. I 


earnestly urge that it be done and that specific directions be given for the admiral in 
the premises. The people represented by this man are giving full protection to 
foreigners. i 

There is a fight on at Tampico. An attack in force was made last night. Mr. Hall, 
whom I mentioned in my last night’s telegram and who came down from Mexico 
City yesterday, reports a regular reign of terror. 
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Does that bring to your mind any other relationship than that of 
supplying the Zapatistas with provisions ? 

Ir. Linp. There was no other, and no other in view. I say there 
it is for the pacification. There were excesses reported from all 
sides, Tampico and elsewhere, and of course my hope, in so far as I 
I have reflected upon it, as I said a moment ago, was that if we 
could get in touch with the Zapatistas and possibly restrain or 
exercise an influence to restrain their excesses, it would be desirable. 

Mr. Kearru.. You regarded the exercise of something to restrain 
Huerta as being most desirable, did you not? 

Mr. Linp. What do you mean ? 
vee KEARFUL. I mean to put Huerta out of the presidency of 

exico. 

Mr. Linn. No, sir—oh, at that time I had become satisfied that it 
was only a matter of weeks, hardly months, that he would be elimi- 
nated, not that I was attempting to do anything to bring it about, but 
I knew it was inevitable and I did want to take any precautions that 
we could so that when the collapse came we could exercise some 
ameliorating influence. I felt that if we could get in touch with the 
Zapatistas along the lines that I indicated a month ago—and | think 
I discussed it with Consul Canada—it would be very desirable. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You thought that Zapata and his forces would be 
the important factor in bringing about the downfall of Huerta ? 

Mr. ae Not at all. What I feared was that they would be a 
firebrand and perhaps when the thing broke indulge in excesses that 
would be savage and brutal. I confess that I was as much surprised 
as anyone when I heard about their comparatively peaceful entry 
into Mexico City. I apprehended more menace to life and property, 
and everything that calls for possession from the Zapatistas when 
the break came than from any other source, and it was with that in 
view that I had discussed the matter with our military attaché and 
with Consul Canada, and with naval officers, what we might and 
could do to protect Mexico City in that emergency. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You were aware that Martinez was a colonel in 
Huerta’s army, if he was? 

Mr. Linn. I was not. 

Mr. KEARFUuL. In order to refresh your recollection on that point, 
I will refer to what purports to be a copy of a telegram sent by you 
to Secretary Bryan in explanation of the previous one to which I 
have just referred: 

The Mexican referred to in my recent. letter and telegrams sought asylum in the 
consulate to-night. He did not come at my suggestion or with my knowledge. He 
is undoubtedly in imminent danger. Hall came with him. I am informed that he 
holds an honorary commission of colonel in the army but not under pay. Admiral 
Fletcher is of opinion that the facts do not justify asylum. What do you direct? 

Does that refresh your recollection as to the point about him being 
a colonel in Huerta’s army ? 

Mr. Linp. No; but I have no recollection that I ever looked upon 
him as—I knew nothing about the man. That evidently is a copy 
of a dispatch that I sent because it is my language, but that is 
absolutely all the recollection that I have. J had never heard of 
the man until the last day or two that I was in Vera Cruz, when this 
man Hall came to me and detailed the terrible situation of the 
Zapatistas. 
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Mr. Kearrut. Who was Hall? What was his mission in Mexico! 

Mr. Linp. I have not seen him since that period. My recollec- 

tion is that he lived in Mexico a great many years. As I said, he 

was a Morman elder, and I think there was a Mormon settlement at 

* Cuernavaca at one time, of which he was a member. Anyway, he 
kept a hotel that had been frequented by Americans and the Mexicans 
at Cuernavaca for a great many years. He was an honest-looking 
prepossessing, kindly old man and impressed me as very sincere and 
very desirous to help the poor Zapatistas. 

Mr. Krarruu. Did he present to you any credential from Secre- 
tarv Bryan? 

Mr. Laind. No. 

Mr. KearruL. He did not claim to be a representative of the State 
Department ? 

Mr. Linn. Not at all. The only thing he presented to me was the 
letter from Shanklin, the letter of introduction. The contents of 
that letter I do not recall. Oh, no; he never purported to know or 
represent Mr. Bryan, and I do not recall that he ever spoke of Mr. 
Brvan as knowing him. 

Mr. Kearrvut. Mr. George S. Carothers, whom you know, testified 
before the committee that this same man Hall claimed to be a repre- 
sentative of the State Department assigned to Zapata in the same 
manner that he, Carothers, was assigned to Villa and Silliman to 
Carranza. Do you know anything about that? 

Mr. Lrnp. No; I am free to say that I take any statement that 
that gentleman makes with a grain of salt. 

Mr. Kearruu. You referred to Mr. Murray as having given you 
some facts about what has occurred in Mexico. Do you mean 
Robert H. Murray ? 

Mr. Linxp. I do—no, not detailed facts, but I remember very dis- 
tinctly asking him about what occurred and he expressed to me 
great surprise at the excesses and disturbances that were in existence. 

Mr. KrearruL. Do vou remember that this same Robert H. Murray 
wrote a series of articles which were published in Harper’s Weekly, 
in which he very bitterly attacked the character and oflicial acts of 
Ambassador Henry Lane Wilson 3 

Mr. Linp. I never saw those articles. I saw one of them, I think, 
but I never read or saw them. You see, I was West at home when 
they were published. I heard about them later and tried to get a 
copy at one time, but did not succeed. 

Mr. KrarFut. In those articles Robert H. Murray charged Ambas- 
sador Wilson with having been in the conspiracy with Huerta to 
overthrow Madero and that the assassination of Madero was with his 
knowledge and approval. That was it in substance. Do you 

remember something about that ? 

Mr. Linp. No; I do not. 

Mr. KeEarrut. Do you remember that immediately after the last 
installment of this article was printed, Harper’s Weekly suspende 
and that Henry Lane Wilson brought suit for libel against Norman 
Hapgood? 

Mr. Linp. I do not know anything aboutit. I did hear about that 
libe] suit having been brought. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Did you hear the result of it? 

Mr. Linp. No;I did not. 
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Mr. KEARFUL. You never heard that Norman Hapgood confessed 


judgment ? 
i ME LIND: No; I never heard it. 

Mr. KEAaRFUL. Did you ever have occasion to make similar charges 
against Ambassador Wilson ? 

Mr. Linn. No, sir; I never did. 

Mr. KearFut. You do have knowledge that you were reported in 
the newspapers to have made such charges against him ? 

Mr. Linn. No; not similar charges to that. I do not recall what 
the newspaper report was, but it was not such as you have read. 
But really, what has that to do with this inquiry, Mr. Kearful. 
I mean any possible controversy that may have existed between 
Mr. Wilson and myself? It is not my purpose to comment on any- 
thing that he has done, and newspaper reports of what I may have 
said about him or he may have said about me are really immaterial 


to this inquiry and I would very much prefer that you would not 


question me about those things. 

Mr. KearruL. The charge against our ambassador to Mexico 
was that he was concerned in the overthrow of the existing Govern- 
ment and had knowledge and consented to the assassination of the 
president of the country, bears very strongly upon the attitude 

erhaps of the administration and T upon the position taken 
b the administration toward Ambassador Wilson and his reports 
of the situation, ultimately bearing upon the policy that was adopted 
and followed in Mexico. 

Mr. Linp. I do not care to discuss Mr. Wilson or his official acts 
or to pass judgment upon anything that he may have said or done. 
I must respectfully decline. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Ít was reported in the newspapers of Minneapolis 
or a newspaper of Minneapolis, on November 21, 1915, that you ha 
made a speech in which you were quoted as saying that ‘‘Madero was 
murdered by Huerta with the knowledge and consent of Henry Lane 
Wilson, the United States Ambassador.” Do you remember that ? 

Mr. Linp. I told you I remembered that and that the report was 
inaccurate. I made no such statement. But I do not care to discuss 
that question, and out of justice to Mr. Wilson, who is not here, and 
myself, 1 must decline, because I do not think it pertinent to any- 
thing that the committee is investigating. 

Mr. Krarrut. Mr. Wilson testified before the committee that you 
were reported to have made such a statement and that you dis- 
ore it, that you gave him a letter of disavowal under threat of a 

awsuit. 

Mr. Linn. No; I did not disavow the statement that I made, but 
I disavowed making a statement as reported. Really I do not see 


how that throws any light upon the su ect, what Mr. Wilson may - 


think of me or what views I may have o 
regard to him. . 

. KeaRFUL. Did you believe Henry Lane Wilson was in any way 
concerned with the plot to overthrow Madero or had any knowledge 
of or consented to his assassination ? i 

Mr. Lryp. I prefer not to discuss that. 

Mr. KearFut. It has been reported that that was very firmly fixed 
as a fact in the mind of President Wilson, and if so it would be a very 
unfortunate thing, if not true, I therefore ask you whether you believed 
that report ? 


him or might have had in 
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Mr. Linp. Would it not be better to ask the President as to his 
opinions than to try to get at his opinions by asking me? 

Mr. KEARFUL. I am asking your opinion because—— 

Mr. Lino (interrupting). My opinion is utterly immaterial. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You are a witness before the committee and Presi- 
dent Wilson can not be summoned, 

Mr. Linp. I shall decline to discuss Ambassador Wilson or his 
official acts. They are a matter of record in the State Department. 
They speak for themselves. I have never made a statement con- 
cerning Ambassador Wilson that was not based upon his own language 
and his own reports, and do not intend to. 

Mr. KEaRFUL. In the Minneapolis paper of March 10, 1916, you 
were reported to have declared that the Columbus raid by Villa was 
“undoubtedly inspired and financed by interests” in the United 
States. Did you make any such statement as that? 

Mr. Linp. When was that statement ? 

Mr. Kearruu. March 10, 1916. 

Mr. Liyp. I have no recollection of it. What paper does it purport 


to have appeared in ? 
Mr. Kearrvut. I have only a memorandum of the dispatch from 


Minneapolis, Minn. 

Mr. Lind. I have no recollection of making any such statement. 

Mr. Kearrut. You remember the Columbus raid by Villa? 

Mr. Linp. Oh, yes. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You never did think, did you, that it was inspired 
and financed by interests in the United States? 

Mr. Linp. Not the raid as such, but I do think that a great deal of 
activity hostile to the Mexican Government has been inspired an 
financed directly and indirectly from this side. 

Mr. Kearrvut. The hostility toward the Mexican Government rep- 
resented by Huerta was inspired also from this side, was it not? 

Mr. Lrnp. Probably. 

Mr. Krarruu. Jt was assisted from this side, was it not? 

Mr. Linn. Not that I have ever heard of. 

Mr. Kearrun. Was it not officially assisted from this side? 

Mr. Lind. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. KearFrci. Do you remember what is known as the Niagara 
conference ? 

Mr. Linp. I knew nothing about that conference. 

Mr. KearFuL. I simply call that to your memory as an historical 
event. 

Mr. Linp. Yes, I remember it. 

Mr. Kearreut. Do you remember the incident of the ship known 
as the Antilla, which sailed from this country for Tampico with 
munitions of war for the constitutionalists at that time ? 

Mr. Lixp. I do not. I never heard of it. 

Mr. Kearrur. Do you remember the circumstance that while the 
Niagara conference was in progress, which was a conference between 
representatives of Huerta and representatives of this Government, it 
was agreed by our administration that no arms or ammunition wo 
be sent or allowed to be sent from this country to the enemies 0 
Huerta while the negotiations were in progress? Do you remember 


that circumstance ? 
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Mr. Linp. No, sir; I do not. I do not recall that I ever heard of 
it if it was a fact. 

Mr. Kearruv. Do you recall the fact that an embargo was placed 
upon the shipment of arms and ammunition to Mexico under author- 
ity of Congress ? 

Mr. Linp. There were sana ta placed, but when or for what 
length of time I have no recollection. I think the document to 
which I called your attention this morning indicates that the Presi- 
dent proposed to take that action, but when that embargo was 
actually announced and whether or when it went into eflect, or 
whether or when it was vacated, I have no knowledge. 

Mr. Kearrct. In the President’s address to which you have just 
referred he said: = 

` J deem it my duty to exercise the authority conferred upon me by the law of March 
14, 1912, to see to it that neither side to the struggle now going on in Mexico receive 
any assistance from this side of the horder. I shall follow the best practices of nations 
in the matter of neutrality by forbidding the exportation of arms or munitions of 


war of any kind from the United States to any part of the Republic of Mexico, a policy 
suggested by several interesting precedents. * * # 


Do you know whether that declaration was scrupulously followed % 

Mr. Linn. I do not. I have no knowledge of the embargo or of its 
execution. 

Mr. Krarrut. Did you personally give any assurance to the con- 
stitutionalists or advise them how to evade the embargo that was 
laid by the President ? 

Mr. Linn. I did not. 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you remember that this Niagara conference was 
after June, 1914 ? 

Mr. Linn. About that time. I do not remember the date. 

Mr. Kearrur. Do you remember that in June, 1914, the New 
York Herald published a series of articles beginning with what was 
known as the Hopkins letters ? 

Mr. Linn. No; I do not. 

Mr. Krarroun. In the New York Herald of June 30, 1914, was 
published a facsimile letter addressed to Carranza by Mr. Hopkins 


in which he makes this statement, his letter being dated May 8, 
1914: 


Mr. Lind told me recently, and as he has subsequently intimated to Mr. Villareal, 
that in case it was found impracticable to permit the exportation of war material that 
you should arrange to export such as was needed from some port on the Gulf, preferably 

obile or Pensacola, in small vessels to Cuba, which upon their arrival at some port 
on that island might alter their course to the mouth of the Rio Bravo. I have dis- 
cussed the matter with Mr. Santiago Winfield, who knows the country in that localit 
and who informs me that large schooners or steamers of moderate size can a proach 
within half a mile of a place called ‘‘Barril,” a few miles south of the mouth of the 
river, where the cargo could be easily landed in launches. Mr. Lind assured me very 
positively that there would be no interference whatsoever with shipments made in 

way, and in case Tampico is not taken I respectfully invite your special attention 


to the matter. 

Mr. Linp. I never had any such Conversation with the gentleman. 
I wish to say further that the first days after my arrival in Washington 
on my return from Mexico Mr. Bryan cautioned me that I should 
have no intercourse with this gentleman, that he had been superseded 
as representing the constitutionalists’ cause in the city of Washington 
and stating that he had refused to have any intercourse with him and 
the department, and I scrupulously observed that suggestion. 


me Lee m o 


an 


2360 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


Mr. Kearrut. He had been superseded by Mr. Charles A. Douglas! 

Mr. Linp. Yes, that is my understanding. 

Mr. KeEarFvuu. Mr. Bryan was having intercourse with the repre- 
ou of Carranza and expected you to do the same. Is that 
true 

Mr. Linp. No. He suggested to me that if I had any information 
that could be of service to Mr. Douglas, if I could make any suggestions 
to Mr. Douglas that would induce the Carrancistas element to partici- 

ate in the conference, he would be glad if I would cooperate with 

ouglas in that behalf, and he fixed a time, as I recall it, for Mr. 

Douglas to call on me and I had several conferences with Mr. Douglas 

and we strove to induce all the constitutionalists, as they were 

represented here, to participate in that conference. 

fr. KearFuu. But Mr. Hoplons's statement in the letter just re 
ferred to with reference to your suggestion and advice was absolutely 
untrue ? 

Mr. Lind. It is untrue. 

Mr. Krarrut. Do you know Mr. W. F. Buckley ? 

Mr. Linp. Your former partner in New Mexico? 

Mr. Kearrut. No. I was associated with him, but he was not my 
partner. 

Mr. Lino. I think I met him once, possibly more times, but I have 
no distinct recollection of him. I recollect the name. 

Mr. Kearrct. He testified before the committee and related the 
incident of the boat Antilla that I referred to a moment ago. Do you 
remember mecting him here at the time of the Niagara conference! 

Mr. Linp. I can not say. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You were here at that time? 

Mr. Linn. I was there at that time. 

Mr. Kearrut. In consultation with Mr. Douglas and Mr. Bryan! 

Mr. Lixo. Yes. 

Mr. KEARFUL. He said on page 793 of his testimony: 

Mr. Lind stated generally that while no more Antilla incidents would occur, the 
revoluntionaries had arranged to get all the arms and ammunition they wanted; that 
this would be accom plished by having ships take out their papers to Habana and then 

to Tampico; and that the American Government had consented to the evasion. 

I immediately called on Mr. Bryan and asked him if this were true, and he sta 
that it was. Mr. Bryan stated that these ships would take out papers to Habana, 
and that the American Government would have no official knowledge that they were 
going to Tampico; that if, after they got out in the Gulf. they diverted their course, 
the American Government would have nothing to do with it, or, as Mr. Bryan insisted, 
the American Government would have no olficial knowledge. 

Mr. Linv. Of course I can not say what Mr. Bryan said. 

Mr. Kearrc. Can you say about what you said? 

Mr. Linp. I certainly never made any such suggestion myself. 1 
recall that there was talk, whether by Mr. Buckley or some one else, 
and my attention about that time was called to a scheme of that 
character. I recall that. 

Mr. KearFuL. Do you know whether that scheme was carried out? 

Mr. Linp. I do not. 

Mr. KearrvuL. Mr. Buckley goes on further to testify as follows: 

Mr. Lind’s and Mr. Bryan’s words were made good. On June 6 a million cartridges 
were shipped on the steamship Sunshine from Galveston to Tampico. Thereafter the 
schooners Sunshine, Grampus, and Susan made six trips from Galveston to Tampico 
each time carrying shipments of war materials to the Carranza revolutionaries; & 


these boats, acccrding to the speech of Representative Rogers, previously referred to, 
were consigned to Habana, but ‘‘by stress of weather they were blown to Tampico. 
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Mr. Linp. I have absolutely no knowledge of any of that. 

Mr. Kearrut. No knowledge of any of this matter ? 

Mr. Lino. No, sir; but I do not deny that I heard rumors, either 
about that time or afterwards, that some such scheme had been 
worked or planned by the constitutionalists. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Do you know an attorney who formerly was located 
in Mexco City named Burton W. Wilson ? 

Mr. Linn. I know a Wilson, but I do not recall his initials. He is 
a gentleman who was pretty closely associated with that Jew banker, 
a name I do not recall. | 

Mr. KrarFru.. Do you mean Emil Beck? 

Mr. Linp. Yes. 

Mr. KEARFUL. That is the same man. I did not know that Beck 
was a Jew, however. 

Mr. Linp. That is the understanding that I had. It may be that 
I am mistaken. 

Mr. Kearru,. Do you remember meeting this lawyer, Burton 
Wilson, in Washington ? 

Mr. Linn. I remember meeting him, I think, in the Willard Hotel; 
but the time I can not fix. 

Mr. Kearrut. Was it about the time that the question of the 
recognition of Carranza was being agitated ? 

Mr. Linp. I should not be surprised. 

Mr. KEARFUL. About the time that the Pan-American conference 
was sitting ? 

Mr. Linp. I can not say, but I recollect very distinctly meeting 
Mr. Wilson. I knew him rather pleasantly in Mexico—slightly, of 
course. 

Mr. KearFut. Do you remember that there was a conference 
called by this Government in conjunction with six South American 
countries, called the A, B, C, and B, U, G, conference? 

Mr. Linn. Certainly. 

Mr. KearFruu. That shortly following the close of that conference 
or at the close of that conference Carranza was recognized as de 
facto head of the Mexican Government ? 

Mr. Linp. I do not remember the date now, but I know that he was 
recognized subsequent to that time. 

Mr. Kearrut. You do remember having a conversation with 
Burton Wilson at the Willard Hotel about that time? 

Mr. Linp. I remember meeting him. I do not remember the 
topic of our conversation. I remember very distinctly meeting 
Wilson because I was glad to see him. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did you meet Mr. Buckley at the same time that 
you met Mr. Wilson? 

Mr. Linp. I can not say. I do not recall Mr. Buckley at all. 

Mr. KrearruL. He testified further 

Mr. Linp (interrupting). Who, Wilson or Buckley ? 

Mr. KearruL. Buckley, at page 812 of the printed hearings of the 
committee: 

In Washington, in a conversation that took place during the Pan American confer- 


ence, when it was reported that the United States would not recognize Carranza, Mr. 
Lind exclaimed to the chairman of the International Committee of Mexico City—— 


That was Burton Wilson 
My God, poor Mexico will fall back into the clutches of the Catholic Church. ' 
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Do you remember any such conversation ? 

Mr. Linp. No, sir. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did you give expression to any such sentiment? 

Mr. Linp. No, sir. 

Mr. Kearrvt.. Did you ever give expression to any such sentiment! 

Mr. Linp. No, sir. 

Mr. Kearru.. Were you ever at all apprehensive about the influ- 
ence of the church upon Mexican affairs? 

Mr. Lino. Only as I stated this morning. What poor Mexico 
needs is education, schools, and to the extent that the church in 
Mexico opposes public schools I think it is very unfortunate policy, 
and I think the same policy in the United States very unfortunate. 
I think it is the only salvation of our institutions and our Govern- 
ment, the maintenance and furtherance and the equipment of our 
public schools. 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you think that the influence of the Catholic 
Church in Mexico is such as to prevent the establishment of public 
schools ? 

Mr. Linp. As to that, I have no opinion as to the extent of its 
influence, but I think in so far as it can exercise any influence it is 
not in the direction of either establishing or sustaining public schools. 
To that extent I differ with the policy of the church, or any other 
church or any other institution. 

Mr. KearruLt. But you never made that statement ? 

Mr. Linn. I never made that statement. 

Mr. Kearrut. You did not? 

Mr. Linp. I absolutely did not. 

Mr. Kearruu. Mr. Buckley further testified, on the same page: 


In private conversation Mr. Lind attributed all the ills of Mexico to the influence 
of the Catholic Church and argued that this institution in Mexico must be destroyed. 


Is there any truth in that? 

Mr. Linp. No, sir; there is not. There is no truth in it. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You never entertained such sentiments and never 
expressed them ? 

ír. Linp. That the Catholic Church in Mexico or any other place 
should be destroyed? No; I never entertained any such sentiment 
and never expressed It. 

Mr. Kearrut. You never attributed the ills of Mexico to the 
influence of the Catholic Church ? 

Mr. Lino. No, sir. I have said, and I believe now, that if the 
church had been better disposed toward popular education, the edu- 
cation of the masses, it would have been better for Mexico and better 
for the church. 

Mr. Kearruv. Did you have any knowledge of the treatment ac- 
corded the priests and nuns and to church property by the victorious 
Constitutionalists armies ¢ 

Mr. Linp. No. I have seen reports in the papers, but I have no 
knowledge. I have seen the claims and the denials of both sides, 
but I have no information on which I can express any opinion. 

Mr. KearruL. What was the date of your leaving Vera Cruz the 


last time ? 
Mr. Linp. I do not recall the date. It was about this time of the 


ear. 
á Mr. Canapa. I think it was in May, but I am not sure. 
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Mr. Linn. It was a little later than this, I think about the 1st of 
May, but I am not prepared to say. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You were not there at any time when refugee priests 
and nuns came through Vera Cruz? 

Mr. Lixo. I never saw them that I recall. 

Mr. Kearru. You were there after the taking of Vera Cruz by 
our forces, were you not? 

Mr. Linn. No, sir. That occurred very shortly after I arrived in 
Washington. 

Mr. Canapa. They took Vera Cruz on the 21st dav of April. 

Mr. Lixo. Then it was earlier than this that I left Vera Cruz. 
It must have been about the middle of April. I recall that the 
season was advanced about the same as it is now. 

Mr. KrearFuL. What, if you know, was the reason for the Presi- 
dent’s order to take Vera Cruz? 

Mr. Linn. I do not know the reason. I do not know that he 
issued any such order and I can not discuss that question. 


Mr. KEARFUL. You were in Washington at the time, were you not? . 


Mr. Linn. Yes. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You were called in consultation about it, were you 
not ? 

Mr. Linn. Not about the taking of Vera Cruz. I never had heard 
fees OR made in regard to taking Vera Cruz until I read it in 
the press. 

Mr. Krearruu. Did you ever make a report to President Wilson 
to the effect that the inhabitants of Vera Cruz would welcome the 
landing of American forces for the purpose of ousting the usurper ? 

Mr. Linn. No, sir; I did not. 

Mr. Kearrcuy. Did you entertain that feeling or that sentiment? 

Mr. Linn. I did not. 

Mr. KearFut. You did not believe that the American forces 
would be welcomed by the Mexicans ? 

Mr. Linp. I never made any such report. That thing never 
occurred to me that I have any recollection of, but I do not propose 
to discuss what I may have reported to the State Department, for 
two reasons. My reports, so far as I am concerned, were confiden- 
tial, and, in the second place, they were m writing and the reports 
speak for themselves. But I answered offhand and said that I have 
no recollection of ever making any such report to any one. 

Mr. KrearruL. Apart from your reports, did you believe that the 
Mexicans would welcome the taking of Vera Cruz? 

Mr. Linp. I did not. I believed that all Mexicans saw the possi- 
bility of intervention, and they do now. If there is any feeling in 
Mexico against Americans, as it has beon suggested here, of which I 
saw very little, except possibly individual instances, it is because 
the Mexican people live in the dread and fear of a possibility of 
intervention and absorbing of their country and blotting out their 
nationality. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did you regard the taking of Vera Cruz as inter- 
vention ? 

Mr. Linp. No, I do not. 

Mr. KearFruL. Why not, since it was the landing of American 
forces on Mexican soil ? 
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Mr. Lixp. How or why Vera Cruz came to be taken, whether 
there were orders to that effect or what the circumstances were. I 
do not know. I do know that it was reported and understood that 
Huerta’s officials had insulted the American flag, and I do know 
that Huerta had refused to make amends. In that situation under 
the law of nations it was perfectly competent for our Government 
to take such action as it deemed commensurate with the indignity, 
the offense. 

Mr. Kearrun. The apology demanded was a salute to the Ameri- 
ean flag, was it not ? 

Mr. Lixp. I do not recall what the apology was. 

Mr. Kearrcur. You do not recall whether the taking of Vera Cruz 
resulted in a salute of the flag, do vou ? | 

Mr. Linn. I do not. 

Mr. Krarruc. It did operate as a very great factor in the elimi- 
nation of Huerta. did it not ? f 

Mr. Linp. I can not sav. I was not there. l 

Mr. Kearrun. Vera Cruz was one of the principal ports of Mexico! 

Mr. Linp. Yes. 

Mr. Krarrun. The cut off of receipts from that port and the busi- 
ness flowing through that port would naturally have some effect on 
Huerta’s ability to maintain himself, would it not? 

Mr. Linp. Oh, undoubtedly. 

Mr. Kearrur. Do you think that that had anything to do with the 
decision to take Vera Cruz ? l í 

Mr. Lixo. I do not. 

Mr. Kearrtr. You were in Washington and in frequent con- 
sultation with Judge Douglas, the attornev for Carranza, for some 
time before the recognition of Carranza in October, 1915, were you 

not? 

Mr. Linn. Yes. On several occasions I came down here. 

Mr. Krarree. What was your interest in the matter of the recog- 
nition of Carranza at that time? 

Mr. Linp. Not the slightest, except as I told you this monring. 
Į was anxious that the Mexican situation should be settled, as a matter 
of personal pride for one thing; that is, F would like to see peace in 
Mexico. Then I was very anxious on account of the pendency of the 
European war to see that sore spot out of the wav. i 

Mr. Kearrere. Had vour relations with President Wilson in refer- 
ence to your mission to Mexico then terminated ? 

Mr. Linn. Oh, yes: it had terminated in June, 1914. I continued 
to stav at Mr. Brvan’s request until, I think, about the 18th of June, 
and then T told him that I could not remain anv longer or did not 
wish to; that I must get back home, and he said he would confer with 
the Prosident, which he did, and reported to me in a day or two, 
think the next day, that it would be all right. i 

Mr. KrarrtL. Were vou employed by Carranza to assist in his 
recognition ? 

Mr. Linp. Never. 

Mr. Krarrut. Did you sce Carranza after the termination of your 
relations with President Wilson ? 

Mr. Lino. I saw Carranza. Whether it was in the fall of 1914 or 
1915 I do not remember—I think it was in the fall of 1915. 

Mr. KearruL. Some time prior to the recognition of Carranza, 
was it not? 
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Mr. Linp. I think it was afterwards. It was after the recognition 
I am very sure. 

It was late in the fall, and I can tell you the circumstances and how 
I came to see him. 

Mr. Kearrvi. Very well, will you kindly do so? 

Mr. Linp. What was the name of the first Mexican ambassador here ? 

Mr. Kearrut. Arredondo? 

Mr. Linn. Yes. I met Arredondo and rather liked him. I was up 
in the northern part of my State shooting with my son in the fall and 
got a long telegram forwarded to me out in the woods from Mr. 
Arredondo requesting me without fail to meet him at Piedras Negras 
on the border. I wired him that I could not come. Then he asked 
me as a personal favor to come and offered to pay my railroad fare 
and expenses. He sent a second telegram, so I went on and met 
him on the American side. He told me in the second telegram that 
Mr. Carranza was to be there and he was very anxious to mcet me. 

So I went down and Mr. Arredondo made arrangements for 
me to go across the river and see Carranza the next day, which I did. 

On the way down I had read in the papers in the headlines that 
there had been trouble between Obregon and Carranza, that one had 
caused the arrest of the other, and I remember when I was ushered 
into the room where the two gentlemen were, they were standing at 
the table, I could not help laughing. I greeted them and asked them 
laughingly which one of hem was under arrest, and they both laughed. 

I had a long talk with Mr. Carranza on that occasion, the only timè 
that I have seen him. What he was particularly anxious to see me 
about was to learn whether the American papers represented the real 
sentiment of the American people toward Mexico, whether it was 
true—I am trying to quote his language now—'‘ Whether it was true 
that the people of the United States were as hostile in fact against 
Mexico and Mexican matters in general as the press would indicate.” 
I assured them no, that ‘‘It is my judgment that on the part of the 
masses of the people of the United States there is nothing but the friend- 
liest feeling, a fooling of a neighbor and a real disposition 1f they knew 
you to be of service to their Mexican neighbors.” I deplored the 
matter of acquaintance and suggested that it would be well for the 
future of the two nations if there could be better acquaintance, better 
mingling of the people, business and professional men, international 
visits back and forth and exchanges TS. 

Mr. Kearrut. In your connection with the Mexican situation, did 
you ever have occassion to learn anything about the operations in 

ucatan ? 

Mr. Linn. Very little. 

Mr. KrearFuut. Did you become acquainted with an institution 
over there called the Reguladora ? ; 

Mr. Linp.: No. 

Mr. Krarruu. Which was a company formed for the purpose of 
stabilizing by means of manipulating the market in sisal hemp, which 
is used by the farmers for binding twine ? 

Mr. Linn. I had never heard about it while I was in Mexico and 
knew absolutely nothing about it. l 

Mr. KearFut. Have you had any connection with that company ? 

Mr. Linp. Never in the slightest degree. My son, who lives in 
New York, through his acquaintance with a gentleman whose name 
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I can not recall, did some work for the gentleman in charge of the 
Reguladora business in New York, but knew nothing about his 
undertaking that work until some two or three weeks Ae he had 
entered upon it. He collected statistics of consumption of binder 
twine and where it was manufactured and of the use of sisal in the 
United States. 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you know by whom he was employed? 

Mr. Linp. He was employed by a doctor—— 

Mr. KearFut. Dr. Rendon ? 

Mr. Linp. Yes, Dr. Rendon of New York. 

Mr. KearFruL. When was this? 

Mr. Linn. I can not give you the date now. It might have been 
in 1917. 

Mr. Kearrun. It was as late as that ? 

Mr. Lixo. I think so, and possibly in 1916—1916 or 1917. 

Mr. Kearrcun. It was while Gen. Salvador Alvarado was operating 
in Yucatan ? 

Mr. Linp. That I can not tell you. Dr. Rendon, in some connec- 
tion, after he had collected statistics here, wanted him to go to the 
Philippines and make a careful report on the production of manila 
and fi bars of that country, which he did. 

Mr. Kearrcy. About the time of the period when you were here 
in Washington before the recognition of Carranza in 1915, a number 
of newspapers reported that you were here working for Carranza, and 
more or less broadly intimated that you were being paid by Car- 
ranza. You state you were never employed and never received any 
pay from him? 

Mr. Linn. No, sir. Mr. Douglas asked me to join with him. But 
I did not think that I would under any circumstances feel justified 
in accepting a retainer, just the same as scores of people came to me 
who had claims against the Mexican Government. I refused in every 
instance to become identified with them. 

Mr. Kearrur. Mr. Douglas offered you a retainer and you refused 
him ? : 

Mr, Linp. No; I can not say that he offered me a retainer, but he 
wanted me formally to assist them for compensation. 

Mr. Kearrut. You did assist him, but received no compensation ! 

Mr. Linn. I received no compensation. I assisted him. Later, in 
1915 he paid my expenses on some trips when I came down, two or 
three times, just the same as Mr. Arredondo paid my expenses, or My 
railroad fare only on my trip to the border. 

Mr. Kearruu. It has also been stated by a member of the United 
States Senate that a copy of what purported to be a pay roll of the 
Mexican Embassy, at the time Arredondo was here, was shown to 
him which contained your name as being on the pay roll. 

Mr. Linp. That was an error, 

Mr. KearruL. If your name did appear on such a pay roll, it was 
improperly placed there? Is that true? 

rf r. Linp. Except as I told vou that Mr. Douglas paid my expenses. 

Mr. KEARFUL. It may possibly have appeared in that connection 

Mr. Linn. In that connection. I can not say. 

Mr. KearrctL. You do not remember the amounts that you re- 


ceived ? 
Mr. Linp. No; I do not. 
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= Mr. Kearrvut. I will ask you if you have any opinion which you 
care to express in reference to what the policy of this Government 
ought to be or what ought to be done by this Government in refer- 
ence to Mexico in the present situation ? 

Mr. Lind. I do not know what the present situation is. The only 
well-defined opinion I have is that it behooves us, a great powerful 
neighbor of a weak nation, to be patient and to not judge them by 
the same standards or measure that we judge England or France or 
Canada in regard to not complying with the conditions and demands 
of international intercourse. As I said, we ought to be patient and 
aid and assist them wherever we can and as much as possible. 

Mr. KearFut. Do you think that policy of patience should extend 
to refraining from insistence upon the rights of Americans in Mexico 
sar preie tior for their property and for their lives ? 

. Lind. No; I do not; of course I do not; but I do not think that 
the best protection can be afforded by intervention nor by warlike 
action on our part at any time. 

Mr. Krearru. Suppose that during a series of years—say, five 
years—acts of atrocity, murders, robbery, arson, persecution in every 
conceivable form, have gone on to the ruin of 30,000 or more of our 
citizens in Mexico; that protests have frequently been made in the 
strongest sort of language and have been disregarded time after time 
and those things are getting worse; what would you do eventually, 
and where would you do it? 

Mr. Linp. I have not reflected on that. It is not for me 

Mr. KearFut. That is what the testimony shows. 

Mr. Linp. I think that statement, Mr. Kearful, is exaggerated. 
While conditions are bad and while many individuals have suffered 
in life and property, much of that is owing to like conditions of crime 
and violence in our own country. You can not take up a paper with- 
out reading about criminality and bank robbers and hold-ups at 
night and in broad daylight. These unfortunate incidents are occur- 
2 more frequently the world over just at this time than they have 
within my memory. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You do not ever read of those things occurring at 
Ne Pai of generals in our Army or high officials of the Government, 

o you 

Mr. Linn. Oh, no; certainly I do not. 

Mr. KearFu.. How soul you insist upon the protection of 
American rights in Mexico if your strongest representations were dis- 
regarded ? at would you then do? 

r. Linn. It is a very different problem to solve by any hard and 
fast rule or any theoretical course of conduct. We can defend the 
people along the border and in the seaport towns without any diffi- 
culty, but if the individual American is in the center of Mexico or in 
the middle of the continent, for us in every instance to send military 
:- protection for him and his property means the occupation of that 
country, and I think that the occupation of Mexico by American 
troops at this time or at any time, but more particularly at this time, 
would be as disastrous to us as it would to Mexico. 

Mr. KearFruu. This committee has been enjoined by resolution of 
the Senate unanimously adopted to investigate and recommend what 
should be done to avoid the recurrence of the outrages that have been 
committed in Mexico, and the testimony shows that these outrages 
have extended over a period of at least six years, and they have 
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rown; that Americans have no rights at all except what they pay 
or by wav of graft, and that repeated representations by this Gor. 

ernment have been entirely disregarded to such an extent that a 

representation was made now by an official in Mexico with levity. 

That is the testimony. 

Mr. Linn. I believe that testimony is exaggerated. Conditions are 
bad, but I do not think that testimony is true. 

Mr. KrarruL. Assuming that the testimony is true—— 

Mr. Linn. That is a condition of affairs that I have not reflected 
on and would not assume to answer. 

Mr. Kearrut. If this Government is going to insist that the rights 
of its citizens in Mexico should receive protection and it can not get 
protection by diplomatic representation and repeatedly during 8 
series of years those representations are disregarded, do you see any- 
thing to do but to resort to force? 

Mr. Linp. There may come a time that that is inevitable, but I 
do not think we can afford to ignore the unfortunate situation that 
has confronted the Mexican people in the last 8 or 10 years that we 
have been discussing. 

Mr. Kearrut. What did you mean when you expressed the alterna- 
tive that unless Carranza is recognized, intervention is inevitable! 

Mr. Lixp. I felt that there would be absolute chaos in Mexico, 
there would be no government, no authority, no organized form 0 
society at all. 

Mr. KearFut. Do you think there is now ? 

Mr. Lixp. Yes; I do. It may be crude, it may be inefficient in 
places, but people are traveling back and forth. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Do you know how they are traveling on the rail- 
ways? 

Mr. Lixp. No; I have not been over the railways, but a friend of 
mine, an old desl sane of mine, went to Mexico City short time ago 
with his wife and wrote to his family. I saw the letters. He spoke 
of it as a very delightful journey. He stopped at Monterey and spent 
a couple of days there and then went on to Mexico City. Then tay 

lanned to go from Mexico City to Vera Cruz and back to New Yor 

y steamer. 

Mr. Kearrut. You have not heard any accounts about travel on 
any other lines except those from Laredo to Mexico and from Mexico 
City to Vera Cruz? 

Mr. Linp. No; I have not. I have not interested myself at all in 
Mexican matters. All I know about the situation in Mexico is what 
is common knowledge and what appears in the papers and gener 
conversations. 

Mr. Kearrvt. I hope that the testimony that has been taken by 
this committee may become a matter of common knowledge, s0 that 
if there is any general idea that there is a real government in Mexico 
that is man anie peaceful conditions, that idea will be corrected, 
and I hope you will read the testimony. ; 

Mr. Linp. I shall be grateful to you for sending me a copy of it. 

Mr. KearFUL. Is there anything further that you sould like to 
state to the committee ? 

Mr. Linn. I do not know of anything. 

Mr. KEARFUL. The committee is obliged to you. 


Mr. Linp. Thank you. 
(Thereupon, at 7.30 o’clock p. m. the committee adjourned.) 
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MONDAY, MAY 10, 1920. 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ForeIGN RELATIONS, 
Washington, D. C. 


The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 11 o'clock a. m., in 
room 128, Senate Oftice Building, Senator Albert B. Fall, presiding. 
The CuarrmMan. The committee will be in order. ‘ 


TESTIMONY OF HON. FRANKLIN K. LANE. 


he witness was duly sworn by the chairman.) 
he Cuarrman. Will you please give your full name to the re- 
porter? 

Mr. Laxe. Franklin K. Lane. 

The Cuarmax. Mr. Secretary, what official position with the 
United States Government have you held during the last few years 
until a recent date? 

Mr. Laxe. Recently, until the last couple of months, I was Secre- 
tiy of the Interior. 

he Caarrman. As Secretary of the Interior have you been and 
are you now familiar with the laws of the United States relating 
to the public domain? 

Mr. Lane. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrman. Have you had anything to do with shaping the 
policy of the United States with reference to its public domain 
during your incumbency of that office? | 

Mr. Lane. I have made recommendations to committees of Con- 
gress and to the President with respect to that policy. 


The CuHairman. Following your recommendations, has legisla- — 


tion been enacted along the lines suggested by you and along other 
lines? = 

Mr. Lane. There has been legislation along those lines. 

The CHarrman. Has your attention at any time been called to 
the testimony of Mr. John Lind, taken before this committee at a 
recent hearing? , 

Mr. Lane. I saw his testimony as stated in the papers. 

The CHairman. In answer to questions Mr. Lind testified as 
follows, the question leading up to it being: 

Do you think that the oil companies have any just ground of complaint on 
that score? 

_That is, of the President’s decrees with reference to the exploita- 
tion of oil lands in Mexico. 
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To which Mr. Lind answered: 


In Mexico, the same as with us, Originally the State owned all the minerals 
You know, the Guvernment of the United States owned all of the minerals, | 
think, until in the forties Congress released the minerals. We have recently— 


That is, in the United States— 


We have recently resumed the of] and coal and minerals of that character in 
the public lands. The State in Mexico owned the oil until some time during 
Diaz’s administration, when Lord Cowdray discovered oil. Then they secured 
an act of the Mexican Congress relinquishing the State’s claim to the oil and 


the real property. 


The committee wants to direct your attention to Mr. Lind’s state- 
ment, precucely to the effect that the United States in resuming 
control or ownership of a claim of the oil in the public domain v 
this country was not only following the example of Mexico but was 
resuming the control of property which it had theretofore exercised 
control or ownership of, and apparently which it had not exercised 
such control of for some period of time. What has been the policy 
of the United States with reference to oil upon private lands in this 
country and oil upon public lands? l 

Mr. Laner. The policy of the United States with respect to oil 
upon private lands is that the oil goes with the surface. As to 
public lands, there has been no other policy until recently, when 
the Congress has seen fit to pass a law under whieh the Govern- 
ment will directly lease oil lands. It was only within the last month 
that that law has gone into effect, although it has been advocated 
for some seven or eight ears. 

The Cuarrman. The United States Government, to your knowl- 
edge, has not attempted by legislation, executive or administra- 
tive order, or action in any other way, to assume control as against 
the MEVRA owners of the subsurface products of privately owned 
land ? 


Mr. Lane. Never. 
Senator Branpecer. Is that true also of the oil on the lands of 


the Five Civilized Tribes in Oklahoma? 

Mr. Lane. Yes. 

Senator Brannrcer. The same policy ? 

Mr. Lanz. The same policy. The Indians own the oil. All that 
the Government does is make leases as trustee for the Indians. 

The Cuairman. Even upon the Indian lands, if the United States 
desired to acquire the subsurface product—that is, the oil—-it cou! 
only do so as any other purchaser? 

Mr. Lane, Precisely. 

The Cuairman. Then Mr. Lind’s statement is not accurate with 
reference to the policy or the law, is it? | 

Mr. Lane. No; Mr. Lind evidently was mistaken. 

The Cuarrman. So far as the laws of the United States are con- 
cerned or in so far as the policy is concerned? 

Mr. Lane. Yes. 

The Cuamrman. Are you familiar with the laws of Mexico and 


the old Spanish laws? 
Mr. Lane. In a very rough and general way. 
The Cuaimrman. I understand that we have a witness here who 


is thoroughly familiar with that subject. 
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What, in your judgment, Mr. Secretary, would be the effect of 
allowing to go out to the public unchallenged a statement such as 
made by Mr. Lind, as to informing or misinforming the people of 
the United States concerning the oil question, as we generally under- 
stand it between this country and Mexico? 

Mr. Laxe. Oh, I think the people of the United States are so 
generally familiar with the law as to public lands and private lands 
that much attention would not be a to it. 

The Crmarrman. The people are not generally familiar with Mexi- 
can law, though, are they? 

Mr. Lane. No, sir. 

The CuHarrman. So that when he undertakes to say that the 
Mexican creeds or laws are along the lines of the laws and policy 
of the United States such a statement, if allowed to go unchallenged, 
would create a false impression, would it not? 

Mr. Lane. That statement might have that effect in Mexico, but 
not in the United States. 

The Cuarrman. Might it not affect the public sentiment in the 
United States, as to feelings with Mexico, by creating an erroneous 
impression with reference to law, practice, and procedure in Mexico? 

r. Lane. Yes. 

Senator Branprcer. It would produce the impression, would it 
not, that if Mexico, by its decrees in relation to oil, was confiscat- 
ing American rights that this Government would do the same? 

r. Lane. Yes; it certainly would. I think this point ought to 
be clearly understood, Senator, that there never has been any pro- 
test made by anybody, so far as I ever heard, against Mexico or any 
other country following the policy that the United States is now 
pursuing, which is a policy of leasing its own national lands upon 
a royalty basis. There is an impression in the United States that 
the land held by American corporations has been obtained by grants 
similar to our large railroad grants in this country; that they have 
been given the lands by Mexico; whereas the fact is that Americans 
went to Mexico and bought their land from the private owners, and 
the title that they got carried with it the right to drill for oil. That 
is exactly as it has been and as it is in the United States. 

Senator BRANDEGEE. You say there is a prevalent impression in 
this country that Americans got their oil rights in Mexico by a 
grant. The word ordinarily used instead of “grant” is “ conces- 
sion,” is it not? 

r. Lane. Yes; that is a word that has been misconstrued in 
this country. 

Senator Branpecee. Yes. 

Mr. Lane. Because “ concession,” as we understand it, means some- 
thing granted by the Government in the way of land, whereas the 
concessions that are made by the Mexican Government are simply 
an agreement that for a certain period those who introduced a new 
industry into Mexico would be relieved of taxation upon what the 
brought in or took out. That period, so far as we are concerned, 
long ago expired, and there was no land whatever obtained by con- 
cession or grant from the Mexican Government to the oil companies. 

_Senator Branpgcer. I have read quite a number of articles from 
time to time in magazines and newspapers to the general effect 
that those American citizens who went into the oil business in 
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Mexico had, by, corruption or other improper means, secured from 
the Mexican ToVernment concessions for these oil rights, which 
they claimed to own, and that, having secured them corruptly, they 
are how engaged in an attempt to make the United States (overt: 
ment guarantee them in the peaceful possession of corruptly ob- 
tained rights. Have you read articles to that effect? 


Senator Branpecer. So the situation is, as you describe it, that 


Americans engaged in the oil business in Mexico went there and 
bought their oll rights from individual proprietors, just as they 


Does it not to u 
t 


Mr. Lane. does. The Americans who have gone into Mexico 
and have been complained of as you describe have done just as they 
would have done if they had gone into California ; just as if a Penn- 
Sylvania oil driller had one into California and bought a ranch 
and drilled his well. Under the laws of Mexico he had precisely the 
same title to the petroleum that is discovered upon that land as he 
would have in California. 

Senator BRANDEGEE. Possibly I was mistaken, but I understood 
you to say there had been no protest made on account of violations 
by the Government of Mexico of these American oil rights. Did 
you mean there had been no protest made by the owners of thos 
rights to the department, or no protest made by the State Depart- 
ment to the Mexican Government? I do not know whether I under- 
stood you correctly or not, but you did sa something about protests, 
and I would like to have that made deari 

Mr. Laxe. The point I was making was this: That we ought to 
be consistent in the United States, and that we are thoroughly con- 


Mexico or any other country by which they would take the lands 
that are still in public ownership, held by the Government, and lease 
those upon terms to the citizens or to any others; that that is the 
policy adopted in the United States as to the lands that still remain 
in the hands of the Government. And there was no protest what- 
ever on the part of the oil men of the United States against such a 
policy being adopted by Mexico or any other country, but there was 
a serious protest against a policy being adopted by which the Amer- 
ican owners, who had gone to Mexico, under Mexican laws, and ob- 
tained property. for which they had paid cash, from the individuals 


Government, and that 1t was the policy of the Mexican Government 
itself to resume possession. Now, the fact is that the law under 
which these lands were obtained—remember always that these lands 
were purchased from poe individuals—was a law passed by 
Mexico before there ha been any discovery of petroleum in Mexico, 
recognizing the general principle that these lands, such as coal and 
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asphalt and clay lands, were the exclusive property of their private - 
owners. There was a more positive declaration in the Mexican law 
than there was at that time I believe in our own law that the 
petroleum lands were the exclusive property of the man who had 
the title. l 

Senator Branvecee. My suggestion was also based to a certain 
extent upon what I had heard had been substantially the state- 
ments of Mr. Bryan, when he was Secretary of State, to American 
citizens who protested to the State Department against the lack of 

rotection accorded to them and their property in Mexico, although 
it was stated that he had told parties making such protests that 
they had gone there voluntarily for the purpose of making money, 
had simply gone there to exploit the resources of Mexico, and as 
such were entitled to no protection by this Government; if they did 
not like the treatment, their business was to come back here. 

I was trying to get at whether it was your notion that American 
citizens who went there and bought property, as you have described, 
as you have stated these oil men have done, from private people, and 
who are developing their own private property, were entitled to any 
protection from our Government? 

Mr. Laxe. Yes; they are entitled to protection; not only because 
of their own interests but because of our interests and the interests 
of the world in the development of those resources. 

Senator BranprcrEe. I do not know what line Senator Fall is going 
to inquire about, but this may be as good a place as any to ask this 
question : 

What importance do you think the development of the Mexican 
oil fields has to this Government and to the necessities of our people? 
By that I mean the development of those oil fields by our citizens, 
and in our interests, rather than the development by some foreign 
interests. 

Mr. Lane. Foreign interests other than Mexican, perhaps you 
mean ? 

Senator BranpEcEE. Yes. 

Mr. Lane. Of course, I would not contend for a moment that Mex- 
ico did not have the first claim on her own resources. She undoubt- 
edly has, and there is no contention to the contrary so far as this 
Nation is concerned or our people; but we—who have gone in there 
and developed that property, discovered the oil there, found that 
Mexico had a resource of which she had no knowledge herself, and 
had invested our money in the development of that resource under 
the smile and approval of the Mexican Government—certainly will 
contend that she should allow that that product shall be used for the 
benefit of the United States, if that did not conflict with Mexican 
interests. 

Now, we must have more oil in this country. Last year we pro- 
duced 1,600,000 automobiles. We have got over 8,000,000 interior- 
combustion engines upon the lands of the United States. We have 
got to use oil in our merchant marine. What that demand will be 
two or three years hence is impossible to say, but an estimate has been 
made within the Shipping Board of a requirement of 100,000,000 
barrels within four years. Our Navy has come to rely upon it. We 
are une 400,000,000 barrels a year in the United States; increas- 
ing rapidly. Last year we used between thirty and forty million 
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barrels more than we produced. All of which means there has pot 
to be an increase in the supply. We do not know where that is com- 
ing from within this country, although it is regarded as so serious 8 
matter that Congress has hastened legislation to meet our need. 
There is a great supply along the Caribbean Sea and the Gulf of 
Mexico. It is needed for the industries of this country. It is near 
to us. The geologists who have made a study of the maps of the 
world indicate there are two great bodies of oil; one near the eastern 
end of the Mediterranean, running from the Caucasus to the Persian 
Gulf and back to the Mediterranean; the other around the Caribbean 
Sea and the Gulf of Mexico. 

If we are to have a supply of oil immediately, and we have à 
great need arising immediately, we must get our supply from either 
one of those two sources. One is at hand, and is one in which 
American capital is interested. The other is distant, and no Ameri- 
can capital, except to a very small extent, is interested. So that, if 
we are in a petroleum period in our power history, it is essential to 
us that the flow of oil from Mexico and other countries to the United 
States shall continue, for the development of our foreign trade and 
building up of our merchant marine, the upbuilding of our Navy and 
the development of our industries. 

Senator Branpeces. When you say you recognize the right of the 
first claim by Mexico to her own resources, I do not suppose you 
mean they have a right to confiscate that American capital that has 
been invested down there in oil enterprises without compensation! 

Mr. Lane. No; hardly. 

Senator BRANDEGEE. You mean, of course, that they have that right 
as to what they own, their public lands? 

Mr. Lane. Yes; but I was talking generally of the product. They 
have undoubtedly the right to that. 

Senator BranpEGEE, Oh, yes. 

Mr. Lanes. And they have the right, I think, to protect themselves 
in the matter of seeing that their industries would have a sufficient 
supply. 

Nhe CHAIRMAN. By an embargo, or otherwise, if their national 
interests demanded. 

Mr. Lane. Certainly. 

Senator Branpecer. I have seen a statement in the last few weeks, 
and it has been referred to on the floor of the Senate, as having been 
made by, I think, some Member of the British House of Commons, 
stating 1f not boasting of the fact, in reference to the oil fields that 
some of their companies had acquired in Mesopotamia and Syria and 
around the Mediterranean, and stating that we would soon have to 
call upon them for an enormous quantity of oil, and stating prac- 
tically that they controlled the oil supply. 

Mr. Lane. I have seen that statement. 

Senator Branprcre. It made me apprehensive, and upon the floor 
of the Senate, Senators commented upon the fact. I think Senator 
Jones, of Washington, in relation to the merchant marine shipping 
bill, referred to 1t, calling the attention of the country to the danger 
of that situation, and unless we get our own supply from the Gulf 
of Mexico base. 

Mr. Laxe. Our people in the United States, who are the pioneers 
in the oil business, who know how to drill oil wells and handle such 
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property better than any other people alive—our people who are 
capable and who have the money are able and are willing to protect 
the United States in that respect. We can get the oil we need pro- 
vided our people can be assured that in going to another country, 
where they acquire property under the laws of that country and in 
strict conformity with them, they will be protected. Protection of 
our rights is all we need. I do not know what statement you refer 
to, but I have seen various statements made by English authorities 
on that question of British control of the petroleum supply. I hope 
those statements are not true. I do not believe there is any reason 
why they should be true. 

hey have got possession pretty generally of the whole Persian 
field and the field extending from Persia to the Mediterranean, but 
there is a vast amount of territory that can be had to the south of 
the United States, upon terms perfectly fair to those people and 
agreeable to them, which will give us all the oil that we need, and 
we can get it if it is understood that the United States is sufficiently 
interested to see that no unfair thing is done to those people there, 
and that no unfair thing is done to us here. , 

Senator Branprecer. I think the Democratic platform, either four 
or eight years ago, pledged the protection of the United States to 
its citizens and their property everywhere, and our platform did also. 

Mr. Lane. No oil property has been actually taken from any Ameri- 
can citizen that I know of, although efforts have been made in that 
direction, I believe. 

Senator Branprces. I think the testimony before this committee 
shows that, whether property has been taken or not, the Govern- 
ment has forbidden those who have obtained the right to drill oil 
fields from drilling them. 

Mr. Lane. That is true. 

Senator Branprecree. The use of the property, or the prevention 
of its proper use, is the equivalent to its confiscation. 

Mr. Lane. Very true. 

Senator Branpecre. This has been more or less of a diversion. I 
think Senator Fall desired to examine on another branch. 

The Cuairman. No; I had concluded the examination. I have 
been very much interested in the examination as it proceeded. 

You speak of the claims of Great Britain. This oil field, as far as 
it is developed around the Gulf and the Caribbean Sea, is known to 
extend to the Island of Trinidad, off the coast of Venezuela in South 
America, is it not? 

Mr. Lane. Yes. 

The Cuarrman. To whom does the island of Trinidad belong? 

Mr. Lane. I understand it belongs to Great Britain. 

The Cuarrman. Do you know whether any American can acquire 
oil lands or permits or drilling rights to develop oil in the Island of 
Trinidad under the British law? 

Mr. Lane. I understand not, and I think it goes still further, that 
the general policy of Great Britain is that no foreigner shall be in 
possession or control of an oil property that is on their soil. 

_ The CHarmman. As far back as 1882, by order from the council or 
legislature, or executive order, the Standard Oil Co. of the United 
States was prohibited from going into India. 


2376 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


Mr. Lane. I am not familiar with that fact, but England undoubt- 
edly has seen for some time that this is a new source of power, and 
has been forehanded and foresighted. 

The Cuairman. England has pursued a policy of encouraging her 
citizens in every way in the acquisition by such citizens of oil rights 
all over the world, has she not ? 

Mr. Lane. Undoubtedly. Of course, we have never recognized our- 
selves as promoters of commerce. 

The Cuairman. No. During this war, within the last few years, 
have the English gone further than they had before, to this extent: 
That the English Government itself has acquired a pe ha interest 
in a great oil development company or its subsidiaries ¢ 

Mr. Lane. I understand that is true. I made a report when I was 
Secretary of the Interior, which came eventually to the Senate, upon 
that question. 

The Cuatrman. That policy is being developed through what is 
known as the Dutch Shell Co. @ 

Mr. Lane. Yes. 

The Cuatrman. Do you know whether that company is interested 
in oil development in Mexico? 

Mr. Laxe. I understand it is. 

The Cuamman,. Do you know whether it is interested in the field 
in Colombia ? 

Mr. Lane. I understand it is also there. 

The Cuarrman. Do you know anything about the American syndi- 
cate, the Tropical Oil Co., and other American companies doing 
business in South or Latin America ? 

Mr. Lane. I understand there are two American companies ìn 
Colombia doing business of a very large character and having 
producing wells. 

The Cuamrman. Do you know whether or not those companies 
which have acquired that interest have transferred the majority to 
the Dutch Shell and its subsidiary company ? 

Mr. Lane. I do not. I think that is not true. 

The Cnamman. I am afraid it is true, that a three-fourth interest 
in a large concession for a tract of oil land obtained by American 
companies has been transferred recently to the Dutch Shell syndi- 
cate. 

Mr. Lanz. That is a menace to the United States in that we must 
get an outside supply of oil. and if it continues something like what 
Senator Brandegee says may come true, that we may be compelled 
to buy from them. 

The Cyairman. And yet there is an enormous amount of ready 
capital in the United States which could be emploved in the develop- 
ment of these American properties. Then there must be some reason 
to induce American companies to part with majority interests 1n 
their property to an English company. 

Mr. Lane. I think, perhaps, I can say one of the reasons is the 
uncertainty as to the security—the sureness or safety of the invest- 
ment in the other country. 

The Cuatrman. Do you understand that the English in their 
developments entertain the same apprehension ? 

Mr. Lane. They evidently have not to the same extent. 
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Senator BranpEcrE. You spoke about the number of barrels of 
oil. How many gallons are there in a barrel of oil? 

Mr. Lane. Ponia: 

Senator BRANDEGEE. I ask permission to put in with my remarks 
an excerpt read by Senator Jones of Washington describing the 
statement of this Englishman as to this oil situation. s 


The CuHatrmMan, Certainly, that may go in. 
(The exhibit referred to is as follows, being from the Congressional 


Record of April 28, 1920, pp. 6719, 6720 :) 


Mr. Jones of Washington. I have here a clipping from the Public Ledeer of 
Philadelphia under date of April 9, dated at London, a special eable dispatch: 

“Writing in the Times, Sir E. Mackay Edgar, in explaining Great Britain's 
control of the oil resources of the world. says that within a few vears the 
United States will be paying British oil interests $1,000.000,000 annually for oil 
for the American Navy and for American home consumption. 

“With the exception of Mexico and to a lesser extent of Central America, 
the outer world is securely barricaded against an American invasion ìn force, 
he said. There may be small, isolated sallies. but there ean never by a massed 
attack, The British position is impregnable.” 

If our administrative officers, if our State Department. who should know 
more about this situation than we can know or than anyone else in the country 
can know, are satisfied that the only way we can protect our interests in the 
acquirement of oil Concessions and in securing oil to meet our future needs, is 
through a corporation or Company, as suggested by the Senator from California, 
it seems to me that it is the duty of those administrative officers to say so, and 
to recommend to Congress legislation along those lines. If they will come to 
Congress and do that, I. for one, will stund by them, 

Mr. KING. Will the Senator permit an interruption right there? 

Mr. Jones of Washington, Yes: although I had not expected to take so much 


time. 
Mr. King. I will wait until the Senator concludes the article and then I will 


propound the question. 
Mr. Jones of Washington. It is rather lengthy, and the Senator can pro- 


ceed. 

Mr. Kina. Very well. I have thought for some time, particularly in view of the 
information which the Senator from California [Mr Phelan] furnished to the 
Senate several months ago, that it is the duty of the Navy Department of the 
Government to acquire oil lands for naval purposes and uses in remote parts 
of the earth where our fleet will be called, and I should be glad to see an ap- 
propriation made, to be placed in the hands of the President. for the purpose of 
acquiring oil lands in those countries to which our fleet may go and when oil 
might he needed for our Navy. 

1 should be very glad if the Committee on Naval Affairs would consider that 
question, or if some other committee of the Senate would take up the matter. 
If it is not done J shall offer an amendment to the pending bill or introduce an 
independent bill. so that the whole subject may be considered by the Senate. 

Mr. Jones of Washington. T would welcome something along that line, but I 
Want to emphasize the statement I made. I am not criticizing the administra- 
tion or the department, but if seems to me that. they being more familiar with 
the details of the needs and the difficulties that they face, it is their duty to 
recommend to Congress what they think ought to be done. We can not know 
these facets and the details except as we get them in a general way. They run 
right up against them in the conduct of their affairs. 

Just as the Senator from Utah | Mr. King] has said, the Secreta ry of the Navy 
and the oflicials of the Navy know exactly what are the needs of the Navy; 
they know the difficulties that they have in supplying those needs; they know 
the facts at the different points of the compass in the world that we do not 
know, and nbout the only way that we can get the information is that they 
call then to our attention and make recommendations to us, based upon their 
knowledge of the situation and the facts. 
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Reading further from this article: 

“Sir Mackay declares that all known oil fields and all likely or probable oil 
fields outside the United States are in British hands or under British manage 
ment or control or financed by British capital. 

“We shall have to wait a few years before the full advantages of the situi- 
tion shall begin to be reaped,’ he said, but that that harvest eventually will 
be a great one there can be no manner of doubt. To the tune of many millions 
of pounds a year America before very long will have to purchase from British 
companies and to pay for in dollar currency in progressively increasing propor- 
tion the oil she can not do without and is no longer able to furnish from her 
own store, T estimate that, if their present curve of consumption, especially of 
high-grade products, is maintained, Americans in 10 years will be under the 
necessity of importing 500,000,000 barrels of oil yearly at $2 a Darrel, a very 
low tigure, and that means an annual payment of $1,000,000,000 per annum, 
most, if not all, of which will find its way into British pockets. If there are 
pessimists left in the United Kingdom, I confidently invite them to put that in 
their pipes and smoke it? ” 

And, Mr. President. in this connection I desire to suggest that now is the 
time for us to begin to lay our plans to meet any such situation as that. There 
are different ways by which we can meet it. 

Mr. Watson. Mr. President, does the Senator understand that the Mexican 
oil fields are in control of the British? 

Mr. Jones of Washington. No; I do not understand that they are entirely So. 

Mr. Warson. The all-sweeping declaration the Senator has read would lead 
one to conclude that such was the case, 

Mr. Jones of Washington. No; just preceding that statement—probably the 
Senator from Indiana did not notice it—I think he says that, outside of Mexico 
and one other field, the British practically control the oil of all the world. 

However, what I want to suggest is this: This is the time for us to unshackle 
ourselves so that we can do whatever we think along different lines will be for 
the protection of our interests. We may in a few years be dependent upon the 
British Empire for oil, as Sir Mackay Edgar says; but, Mr. President, they 
are dependent upon us in this country for many things, and we ought to pre- 
pare ourselves so that we ean use their needs to secure just treatment in the 
satisfaction of our needs. There ought to be some reciprocity in these matters 
to our advantage as well as to theirs. Concessions ought not to go always 
from this country to other people; and we are in a position. in my judgment, 
to insist that when we make concessions along certain lines, or when our 
needs must be supplied from other countries, that we shall also get concessions 
because of needs of theirs which we must meet. 

There are treaties now that prevent us from doing what we ought to do for 
ourselves anıl for our own interests. Those treaties ought to be abrogated, 
go that we shall be in a position to look after our own interests. Our adminis- 
trative ofticers—and Tam not saying that they are not doing it—ought to see 
to it when advantages and concessions are secured by other countries, especially 
along commercial lines, that we also get concessions and advantages for our 
benetit. 

Mr. Purvan. Mr. President, will the Senator alow me to interrupt him? 

The Vick PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Washington yield to the Senator 
from California? 

Mr. Jones of Washington, I yield. 

Mr. Pawas. The Senator has observed that the United States has been 
asked to take the mandate for Armenia? 

Mr. Jones of Washington, T hope we shall not get the League of Natlons up 
to-day. l 

Mr. PHELAN. J will spare the Senator, because I was about to observe that if 
we had a representative in that body we might make terms, but now—— 

Mr. Jones of Washington. We do not have to have such a representative. I 
can not yield to the Senator for that, heeause I do not want to go into its dis- 
cussion. However, Mr. President, we have administrative representatives and 
diplomatic agents abroad who can look after the interests of this country, an 
it is not necessary to make the excuse that we need some representative on the 
council of the League of Nations to deal with mandatories or anything Hke that 
to look after the interests of this country, and the Senator from California 
knows that as well as I do. 
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“UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ON QUI VIVE. 


“That this view is not exaggerated is indicated by the fact that four depart- 
ments of the American Government—War, Navy, State, and Commerce—have 
instructed their representatives throughout the world to watch all oil develop- 
ments with the greatest care and report to Washington fully.” 

Mr. President, I am glad that that has been done. What use is being made 
of these reports? This is right in line with what I suggested awhile ago, that 
they get information which we can not get unless they give it to us. If there 
is information which they have secured or that they shall secure, that shows the 
need of action by Congress, it is their duty to come to Congress and tell us what. 
they want and then ask us to enact the legislation. 

Mr. Suoor. We are locking the stable door after the horse is stolen. 

Mr. Jones of Washington. The quotation continues: 

“During the last leek several important conferences have taken place both in 
Paris and London, between American officials, when the oil situation was dis- 
- cussed because of the persistent reports that British interests are about to close 
big oil deals in Mexico and Peru with companies now operating there or owning 
concessions.” 

Mr. President. if there are companies and corporations, for instance, in Peru, 
that hold great oil concessions there, why is not our Government trying to get 
similar concession or to get an interest in them? If they need authority, if they 
need legislation that is important to enable them to do so, let them ask Congress 
and the authority will be granted. 

“If this deal goes through, Britain’s control of the off resources of the world 
Will be equal to a strangle hold. ` 

“*Anart from Mexico,’ Sir Mackey Edgar continues, ‘it is almost a case of 
the British first and the rest of the world nowhere. I should say that two-thirds 
of the improved fields of Central and South America are in British hands. In 
Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Panama, Colombia, Venezuela, 
and Ecuador a decisive and really overwhelming majority of the petroleum con- 
cessions are held by British subjects. They will be developed by British 
capital? ” 

Why is it, Mr. President, tbat American citizens can not get oil concessions 
in South American countries? In my judgment, they can if our Government 
will take the proper steps, diplomatice and otherwise, with those countries. 
Quoting further: 


* EXTENT OF BRITISIHI CONTROL. 


“The Alves group, whose holdings encircle practically two-thirds of the 
Caribbean Sea, is wholly British, working under arrangements which insure 
that perpetual control of its undertakings shall remain in British hands. No 
American citizen and no American group has acquired or ever could acquire 
any such position in Central America as that which enterprise and personality 
have secured for Mr. Alves.” 

I believe, Mr. President. that we have men in this country who have just as 
fine personality and just as much enterprise as has any British subject or citizen, 
and, with the encouragement that our Government ought to give them, I believe 
we could accomplish just as much as the British citizens have accomplished. 

“Or, take again that greatest of all ofl organizations, the Shell group. It 
owns exclusive or controls interests in every important oil field in the world, 
including the United States, Russia, Mexico, the Dutch East Indies, Roumania, 
Egypt, Venezuela. Trinidad, India, Ceylon, the Malay States, North and South 
China, Siam, the Straits Setrlements, and the Philippines.” 

It looks to me as though we ought to be able to have some little control at 
least over the Philippines and the interests of the United States there, 


Mr. Laxe. You will find in the New York World some extracts 
from those statements. One of them was from Walter Long, I 
think, and another by Jepson Smith. 

Senator BranpEcee. Do you remember what proportion of the 
oil that is produced in the United States is produced in California? 

Mr. Lane. Two or three years ago it was about one-third, about 
100,000,000 barrels out of 300,000,000. I think there is a larger vield 
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now from Texas than from California. Probably California yields 
now about one-quarter. 

Senator BranpecEer. Do you not think that, in view of what you 
have intimated as to the needs of our proposed merchant marine 
and of our naval vessels, both of which are governmental and both 
of which may involve the protection of this country and of its out- 
lying possessions, the Government itself has an interest, irrespective 
of the commercial use of oil in this country, to at least, whether it 
promotes or not, protect private citizens who are trying to promote 
an adequate supply of oi] to this country? 

Mr. Lane. Undoubtedly so, Senator. I made specific recommen- 
dations upon that proposition in my last annual report, and in a 
report Which I approved, which was sent to Congress over a year ago. 

Senator BrANDEGEE. I am glad to refer to that. That is all I care 
to ask. 

The Cuamrman. We thank you very much, Mr. Secretary. 


STATEMENT OF FREDERICK R. KELLOGG. 


(The witness was duly sworn by the chairman. ) 

The CHairMAN. Please state vour full name. 

Mr. Kerroac. Frederick R. Kellogg. 

The Cuamman. What is your business? 

Mr. Kriuoce. I am a lawyer, sir. 

The Cuamman. Where is your place of business? 

Mr. Keiioce. In New York City, at 52 Broadway. 

The Cuairman. In the practice of your profession have you had 
reason to investigate and to familiarize yourself with the laws of 
Mexico, with reference to mineral rights, lands, ete. 

Mr. Kenrocc. I have, for the last 15 years. _ 

The Cratrman. Do you speak the Spanish language? 

Mr. Krrrocs. I do. 

The CHatrman. Has your attention been called to the testimony 
of Mr. John Lind, to which reference has been made in the examina- 
tion of Secretary Lane, such testimony having been given before this 
committee on a recent hearing ? l 

Mr. KeLroce. It has. 

The CuairmaN. Have you read the statement of Mr. Lind? 

Mr. Keroso. I have read several pages of Mr. Lind’s testimony, 
which was directed specifically to the American oil companies and to 
the laws of Mexico with relation to petroleum. 

The Crairman. In the statement made by Mr. Lind appears @ 


comparison or attempted comparison between the laws of the United 
States and Mexico, and he uses this language: 


In Mexico, the same as with us, originally, the State owned all the minerals. 


Is there any difference in the Mexican law and the Spanish laws 
between their method or treatment of minerals of different classes 

Mr. Ken.occ. Yes; there is and has been alwavs since the early 
days after the discovery of this continent by Spain, and of the con- 
quest of Mexico by Cortez. 

The CHamman. What is that difference? 

Mr. KeLIoGG. They draw a distinction between metalliferous min- 
erals on the one hand, and nonmetalliferous minerals on the other, an 
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that distinction has been very clearly applied in the early decrees, 
orders, and ordinances, commencing even before the discovery of this 
continent, but especially clear in the first law decreed by Philip II in 
1559, and in the subsequent laws and edicts, which continued until 
1793, which is the last I know of. | 

The CHairaan. Have you prepared a memorandum or brief upon 
this subject which you are now referring to, with the authorities— 
you have referred to the edict of Philip the Second and the law of 
1793—and the subsequent legislation of the Mexican Government 
along these lines? | | 

Mr. Keixoce. I have prepared a partially complete memorandum; 
but owing to the lateness of my information that I should be called 
here to-day I have not got it in such shape to be able to hand it to 
you now, but it can readily be completed if a few days’ time can be 
allowed. 

The Cuarrman. Would it suit you now to refer to that memoran- 
dum, or from your memory, to give the specific decrees and orders 
and laws? 

Mr. Ketioce. Whichever is most agreeable to you, Mr. Chairman. 

The Cuarrman. I would like to have you do it now, in as short a 
way as possible, and take your time then in furnishing the committee 
with the memorandum or brief which you speak of, which will also 
be printed by the committee in your testimony. 

Mr. Krtxoge. I should be very happy to do so, Mr. Chairman. 

The first law to which I refer is that of Philip the Second, dated 
January 10, 1559, and the object of that law is set forth in the intro- 
duction to it—that is, as intending to refer to mines and the mineral 
deposits of gold, silver, quicksilver, and other metals. The word 
“metals” is specifically used. The law then proceeds to incorporate 
into the royal patrimony mines of the description just given, and 
which are included in the public lands or in private ownership. 

It is a curious and interesting feature af that law that even the 
despotic monarch Philip the Second especially provided for full 
compensation in the case of any mine thus taken over into the royal 
patrimony which at the date of that edict had passed into private 
ownership. 

The CuHarrman. May I not interrupt you right there to ask you if 
it is not true that in 1375 Spain had adopted a mineral law with 
reference to royal or Crown lands by which in each grant thereafter 
made there was reserved to the Crown the Crown minerals—that is, 
gold, silver, and quicksilver—and that that edict was for the purpose 
of assuring the property of the Crown in the particular minerals 
mentioned, known as metalliferous minerals, within the lands, the 
surface of which had been granted by the Crown theretofore to 
private individuals, the Crown being the source of title? 

Mr. Ketxroca. It covers that situation, sir. 

The Cuairman. After the discovery of minerals in this country, 
when it was evident that there was a great treasure house here, the 
P Crown having theretofore made grants in Spanish-America 
of lands to individuals in reward for services, etc., adopted this law 
of 1559, restricting the ownership of the minerals within those lands 
or at least establishing the policy of the Crown with reference to 
the metalliferous minerals; that is, that it shoudl not be understood 
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| by this grant that metalliferous minerals were parted with by the 
rown, but that they were retained by the Crown. 

Mr. KrLLoce. I think your analysis is entirely correct, Mr. Chair- 
man. 

Perhaps it is not wholly out of place to compare the provision 
which I have just referred to as to compensation to individual own- 
ers, in this decree of 1559, with the absolutely confiscatory provisions 
of Mr. Carranza’s convention of 1917. 

The Cuarrman. I will be glad to have you do so. 

Mr. Kexuoce. I have done it in that one sentence. There is no 
such provision in the constitution of 1917, and there was one 400 
years before in the decree I have referred to. 

Shall I proceed? 

The Cuarrman. Continue in your own language. 

Mr. KeLLoce. With reference to these various decrees? 

The CHAIRMAN. Yes, sir. ; 

Mr. Kerroce. There were subsequent -decrees and orders and 
edicts, which continued until 1793. I do not know of any after that 
time, although I believe there was one of comparative unimportance 
after the end of the century. All of these relate to the same general 
matter and, I take it, must be construed together; because, taken to- 
gether, they show a complete policy of the Crown of Spain with 
reference to nonmetalliferous minerals and metalliferous minerals. 

At the time of the early decrees hydrocarbons were not generally 
known or considered to be of commercial importance, but subse- 
quently coal did become of importance, and prior to the independence 
of Mexico the question arose as to whether this hydrocarbon came 
within the purport and intent of the preceding decrees and ordi- 
nances. That doubt was resolved, as it seems to me, very clearly by, 
first, the decree or edict of 1789, from which a little quotation can 
properly be read, I think. That was the 26th of December, 1789. It 
commences by referring to the difficulties which were said to have 
occurred in the use of coal, and by a declaration that it is desired 
to remove these difficulties and simplify the subject, and then the fol- 
lowing language is used : 

Coal not being a metal or semimetal, or any other of the things compre- 
bended within the laws or ordinances which declare that mines are the 
property of the royal patrimony. 

And then it goes on and makes provision for its free extraction 
and its free use, even for its exportation to any part of the world. 
These decrees in various places clearly recognized the point to 
which I have alluded, that such things as hydrocarbons are the 
property of the owner of the soil, whether that owner be a municl- 
pal council or private individual; and the same principle seems 
to govern the case of any other hydrocarbon, such as petroleum, 
which was not then enumerated specifically. 

The Cramman. In reference to that law of 1789, under which 
difficulties had arisen, was it not your understanding that these 
questions which had arisen were along this line: That the law hav- 
ing provided, by order of the Crown, that upon public lands these 
minerals could be acquired, by location or denouncement, that 1t 
was found or thought there was no provision by which coal upon 
such public lands could be denounced or used, and the law of 1789 
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was passed, making the distinction between the law governing metal- 
liferous minerals and the law governing the ownership of the soil, 
and establishing the principles not only that the subsoil products 
of subsoil property, the nonmetalliferous minerals, were the prop- 
erty of the owner of the soil, but also provided that even upon the 
Crown lands there should be a distinction as to the use of coal, that 
it must be obtained by direct grant instead of under the ordinary 
mineral law? 

Mr. Ketioca. I think that is correct. The law to which I have 
just referred, of 1789, shows the solicitude of the Crown to provide 
for the extraction and actual dedication to public use of coal that 
may be on anybody’s ground, but wherever that thought is worked 
out and the plan of getting the coal out is provided for it is always 
accompanied by a provision recognizing the right of the owner, the 
private ownership. 

The CHarrMan. The title? 

Mr. KeLLocs. The title, and providing especially for full com- 
pensation for the coal thus extracted. It is in effect a provision for 
just compensation, as in all eminent domain statutes. 

Shall I pass now to the law of 1792? 

The C a ee You may proceed in your own way. 

Mr. Kerros. In 1792 there was another decree relating to this 
general subject, from which it appears clearly that doubt had arisen 
as to the interpretation or meaning or effect of the preceding laws, 
and the Crown legislated upon that subject again as follows: 

Despite any interpretation which might have been given or may be given 
to the laws and ordinances to the effect that every kind of mines, although not 
expressly named in those laws, belong to the Crown, mines of coal shall be 
of free availability as are by ancient custom mines of iron and other substances 
Which are extracted from the bosom of the earth. 

That is section 1. Section 2 of that law reads as follows: 

Nevertheless, the Crown shall preserve the supreme right of incorporating to 
itself such mive or mines as it may require or 2s may be convenient for the 
use of the royal navy, factories, machines, or other objects whatsoever and 
public service. 

The next sentence seems to me to be of distinct importance. 

Such mines as may be found in unclaimed or public lands may be thus in- 


corporated without recompense, but if they belong to local council, communi- 
ties, or individual owners, there shall be paid to them their just value. 


The obvious comment is that that establishes the clearest possible 
express recognition of the private ownership of that particular kind 
of mineral, to wit, coal, which was then the only important hydro- 
carbon, by either a public or private owner of the land, and an express 
provision for just compensation. 

The CnyairmMan. Just exactly as if the Crown needed the surface 
soil, it would have to compensate, but it could, under the power of 
the Crown, take the surface? 

Mr. KELLOGG. Absolutely analogous. Clause 3 reads as follows: 

The direct owners who are the proprietors of the lands where mines of coal 
exist, whether they are councils, communities, or individuals, may discover 
them. work them, and enjoy them for themselves alone, or permit others to do 
so, or may rent them or sell them, as they see fit, without any license or for- 
mality other than that which may be required to enjoy, rent, or sell the land 
which contains them. 
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The comment being that that seems to emphasize the thought which 
I have just expressed, Mr. Chairman, that they treat a substance of 
that nature exactly as they treat the surface, in express language. 

That is one of the latest, if not the latest, of the utterances of the 
Crown of Spain upon the subject, although I think there were decrees 
after the beginning “of the century and before the independence of 
Mexico was established which related to it, but which certainly did 
not affect the principle which has been laid down. 

The CHatruanx. That was embraced in the ordinances governing 
the sanitation and working of mines, and protection of miners, ete., 
but did not make a new distinction or undertake to set up a new 
title or a new claim to the nonmetalliferous minerals. 

Mr. Kerroce. My recollection is that your statement is entirely 
correct. And it will be observed that these later interpretative de- 
crees, as I might call them, although they are of necessity also con- 
structive decrees, are connected with and must be construed as fixing 
the meaning of all the preexisting laws upon the general subject. 
beginning with 1387 and continuing through the laws of 1559, the 
ordinances of 1783, and the other decrees above mentioned. 

The CHairman. Those laws were by general decrees and execu- 
tive orders continued in force after the Mexican revolution of 1821, 
as the laws of Mexico, and by the decrees of Bolivar and Pedro in 
1826 the law as it was established in Mexico was made the law of the 
Republic of Colombia, of Venezuela, and Ecuador. 

Mr. KeLLoco. Yes. I believe there was also a treaty between 
Mexico and Spain under which whatever rights the Crown had 
passed to the newly organized Republic of Mexico. 

The Cuatrmayn. Exactly. 

Mr. Kenvoce. But which did not purport. of course, to change the 
nature or extent of those rights. 

Shall I proceed? 

The CuatrmMan. Proceed. 

Mr. Kensoca. After the establishment of the Government of the 
Mexican Republic. there appears to have been no Federal legislation 
relating to mining matters—that is, none which related to the title 
of these particular substances—until after the amendment of the 
Constitution of 1857. That amendment took place in the early 
eighties. I have forgotten the exact vear, but I think it was 1883. 
The amendment expressly authorized the Federal Government to 
establish mining codes. Up to that time there had been no such 
express authority in the Constitution of 1857. Very shortly follow- 
ing the adoption of this constitutional amendment the first definite 
mining code of the Republic of Mexico was adopted. I think it is in 
the code of 1884. Shall I read that part into the record? 

The Cuairman. [I will be glad to have it in the record. 

Mr. Ketioce. These are excerpts from the mining law of Novem- 
ber 22, 1884, reading as follows: j 

ART. 6. Foreigners may acquire mining property on such terms and with 
such limitations as the laws of the Republie grant them the capacity to acquire, 
own, and transfer ordinary property, * * s 

ART. 10. The following substances are the exclusive property of the owner of 


the Jand, who may therefore develop and enjoy them without the formality of 
denouncement or special adjudication, 


Then follows Subsection IV. which reads as follows: 
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Salts found on the surface, fresh and salt water, whether surface or sub- 
terranean; petroleum and gaseous springs, or springs of warm or medicinal 
waters, 

Mr. Lind, if I may comment on the part I have read of his testi- 
mony 

The Cuarrman. I will be very glad to have you do so. 

Mr. Kenroce. Mr. Lind referred specifically to this, and commented 
upon this law as follows: 


The State in Mexico owned the oil until some time during Diaz's administra- 
tion, When Lord Cowdray discovered oil. Then they secured an act of the Mexi- 
can Congress relinquishing the State claim to the oil and real property. Of 
course, Lord Cowdray and his organization in Mexico. under Diaz, were in 
position to virtually dictate, and they did dictate to the Mexican Government 
what they wanted, and they got what they wanted. 

I was especially struck, Mr. Chairman, by that statement, because 
it was positive: It is not stated as being on information and belief, 
and it would give to anyone who reads it the impression that Mr. 
Lind was testifying from personal knowledge. Now, analyzing it 
for a moment, it is obvious that the pivotal part of that statement is 
that Lord Cowdray discovered oil in Mexico and then dictated the 
kind of law he wanted and got it passed. The fact is, to my personal 
knowledge, not information and belief, but my personal knowledge 
is, that Lord Cowdray never entered the oil field until at least 18 
years after the passage of this law of 1884. That is, as far as Mexico 
is concerned. I do not know what he was doing in other parts of the 
world. There was no commercial exploitation or development of 
petroleum in Mexico existing at the time this law of 1884 was passed, 
and it was not until 16 years later, in 1900, that Mr. Doheny and Mr. 
Canfield first went to Mexico, first discovered what they thought was 
a commercial proposition in petroleum, and acquired their first in- 
terest there. And it was not until at least two and I think three 
vears later that Lord Cowdray, being attracted by the results of 
Mr. Doheny’s and Mr. Canfield’s efforts, commenced for the very 
first time to take an interest in the petroleum proposition in Mexico. 
He got his first information on the matter from Mr. Doheny and Mr. 
Canfield; he got his first tools from Mr. Doheny and Mr. Canfield; 
and they endeavored to assist him as a friendly competitor will en- 
deavor to assist another. 

Mr. Doheny and Mr. Canfield never had turned their attention the 
least degree to Mexico until about 1900, so far as petroleum was con- 
cerned, although Mr. Doheny had been prospecting in the early 
stages of his career. Neither he or Mr. Canfield had the least thing 
to do, directly or indirectly, with the passage of the law of 1884, and 
they would not have gone into Mexico in 1900, as they have both 
frequently told me, except for their reliance on the assurance that 
the law gave them that the ownership of petroleum would follow the 
ownership of the land and they would be fully protected by the laws 
of Mexico in their intended development. 

e CHarrman. It is also a fact that in 1883, when that constitu- 
tional provision was adopted under which the legislation of 1884 
was adopted, Diaz was not President of Mexico, but Gonzales was 
President of Mexico, is it not? 

Mr. Krerroce. Mr. Gonzales was president at that time. That state- 
ment is entirely correct, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Lind’s testimony, there- 
fore, on that point would seem to indicate that he has accepted, with 
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complete trust. and confidence, the statements which are so frequently 
made by certain Carranza propagandists in this country on that sub- 
ject; that he did not take the time or the trouble to even make a super- 
ficial examination as to the facts, for the merest superficial examina- 
tion would show the facts; and he was willing to go before the Ameri- 
ean public, with his prestige and reputation, as the father of a state- 
ment which is so seriously wrong that it can not be allowed to pass 
without the most complete demonstration of its inaccuracy. 

My attention is called to another development which bears upon the 
statement of Mr. Lind. He stated that Lord Cowdray wanted the 
law of 1884 passed, which I have shown to be a very serious error. 
As a matter of fact. Lord Cowdray in the year 1905 was sponsor for 
an attempt to have petroleum nationalized in Mexico, which, owing 
to Mr. Doheny’s operations, he must have thought would be more 
beneficial to Lord Cowdray and lis interests than the private owner- 
ship of petroleum which then prevailed. 

This resulted in a special convocation of the members of the 
Academy of Jurisprudence in Mexico, which corresponds in a rough 
way toour American Bar Association here, and at that time was com- 
prised of the leading members of the Mexican bar. The question pre- 
sented te the academy by the person who represented the interest de- 
siring nationalization of petroleum was as to whether the title to pe- 
troleum beneath the surface of privately owned lands then belonged 
or did not belong to the Mexican Government; and second, whether, 
if it did not belong to the Mexican Government, that government had 
the right to take it from the private owners of those lands. A notable 
discussion followed the announcement of these propositions. The 
matter was discussed under the leadership of the greatest Mexican 
lawver of his time, Don Luis Mendez. The old and new laws were 
analyzed and traced back to the foundation of the Roman law, which 
preceded all these royal decrees, and the vote of the academy was 
unanimous, with the exception of the man who submitted the propo- 
sition, to the effect, first, that the Mexican Government did not own 
the petroleum beneath the surface of privately owned lands; and 
second, that it had no right whatsoever to take it away from the 
private owners of the surface. 

Mr. Lind also stated m a rather casual way that: 

In Mexico, the same as with us originally, the State owned all the minerals. 


Mr. Lind is in error in respect to that proposition, as to what we 
owned, and in Mexico an examination of prior jurisprudence will 
show he was equally inaccurate in regard to familiar stipulations 1m 
the law of that country. I quote from a further statement Mr. Lind 
made upon the same topic. Counsel asked him: 

What do you mean when you say that the oil belonged to the State up to the 
time of Diaz? Do you mean that where private property had been granted, 
nevertheless the oil was reserved to the State as its property ? 

Mr. Lind answered: 


Yes: just the same as other minerals. You know, on any land in Mexico 
privately owned, anyone ean go and condemn—denounce, as they enll it—min- 
erals rights. My understanding is that in Mexico to-day, and it always has 
been the law in Mexico, the owner of real property does not own the minerals. 

From that very explicit statement of Mr. Lind’s it will be apparent 
that he has perhaps not been informed abont and certainly has given 
no attention to the well-established distinction in the former laws to 
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which I have already alluded between metalliferous minerals and 
nonmetalliferous minerals. 

The Cuatrman. The Spanish word describing metal is “ metales.” 

Mr. Kerroce. “ Metales ”; that is correct. 

The CHarrman.-And “minerals” is generally known as “ min- 
erales ”? 

Mr. Kriroca. That is correct. Those two words have a perfectly 
clear distinction of meaning. 

Continuing further with Mr. Lind’s testimony, as to land owner- 
ship and the ownership of minerals, he says: 


That was true of oil until Cowdray secured that amendment of the law. 


There is no foundation in legal history or in fact for either the 
conclusion of law which Mr. Lind draws or his statement as to Lord 
Cowdray’s activities. 

Continuing, he says: 

Now, as I understand the constitutional provision— 

The witness, referring to the constitution of 1917— 


to which vou refer simply reinstates the old law with this provision, that it shall 
not apply to land acquired by foreigners during the period that the law was in 
operation, or to lands where oil had been developed. 

Tam particularly anxious to have that quotation noted, Mr. Chair- 
man, because it illustrates again the trust and confidence which Mr. 
Lind has evidently placed in the statements of others, without giving 
them his own personal investigation. He says that the constitution 
of 1917 contains the same provisions as the old law, except that it 
does not apply in its confiscatory provisions to land acquired by 
foreigners during the period that the law of 1884 was in operation. 
As a matter of fact, the constitution of 1917 entirely omits the pro- 
vision which Mr. Lind is convinced that it contains, and it is owing 
to its omission that this strenuous conflict has existed for the last two 
years between the oil companies who did acquire lands under the 
statutes of 1884, 1892, and 1909, and the Government of Mexico, that 
has been continually seeking to take away from them the petroleum 
contained in those lands thus acquired and held; and acquired, I 
should have said, not from public ownership, but, from private owner- 
ship, in every case, as far as our companies—and I mean the Mexican 
petroleum group—are concerned. 

I am also well within the mark when I state that although I have 
not been counsel of all other oil companies in Mexico, that there 
never has been a concession granting oil lands in Mexico to any 
American company since the beginning of the development of the 
oil industry. There was a concession to the Lord Cowdray Co. of 
certain rights in respect to certain public lands. . That has nothing 
whatever to do with the position of the American oil companies, and, 
as a matter of physical fact, I understand there never has been a 
barrel of oil developed from the lands covered by this concession, 
even by Lord Cowdray. 

Another feature of Mr. Lind’s statement to which I have alluded 
is that he states that the constitution of 1917 does not apply to lands 
where oil has been developed. Again he is absolutely mistaken, be- 
cause there is no such provision in the constitution of 1917, and one 
of the great contentions of the American oil companies has been that 
such a provision, or one which would be somewhat broader in its 
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scope. should have been inserted into the body of Mexican juris- 
prudence, | 
He said, significantly, at the end of that statement: 


That is my understanding, but that may be imperfect in detail. 


That is the only sentence of his statement which I find myself 
heartily and sincerely able to agree with. 

The CHairmayn. Is it not rather important in foundation, than in 
detail ¢ 

Mr. Kenroce. In every detail, commencing with the first word to 
the last word, in substance and detail as well. 

Another very definite statement showing the source as well as the 
inaccuracy of Mr. Lind’s information is contained in the following 
sentence. The question was asked of him: | 

Where did vou get vour information that the Inw of Mexico was that the 


oil below the surface belonging to private owners belonged to the Government? 
Mr. Linp. Why, that is the Latin law, 


In other words, Mr. Lind seeks to trace the subject juridically 
back to the days of the Roman law; but nothing was plainer under 
the Roman law than that the owner of the surface had everything up 
to the skyv and down to the center of the earth, and the effect of the 
decree of Philip the Second, in 1559, was simply to take away rights 
which the Roman law gave to every surface owner—such rights as an 
absolute monarch desired to reserve for himself, and by reason of 
his absolutism was able to thus reserve—and even there he did it 
with the express reservation as to just compensation to any private 
individual who might be injured by the arbitrary act of the sovereign. 

The Cuatmmman. Reference is made in Mr. Lind’s testimony to the 
Code Napoleon. 

Mr. Kerros. My attention is just called to that. He says “ That 
is the Code Napoleon.” I suppose that might be interpreted as mean- 
ing that he takes the Code Napoleon as being in force in Mexico, and 
as being the last word in the Roman law. In the absence of definite 
knowledge as to what he really meant, the statement is difficult to 
criticize, but the Code Napoleon has never been in force in Mexico and 
it probably never will be. , 

I have taken the liberty, Mr. Chairman, of indulging in some com- 
ments upon Mr. Lind’s statement, certainly not because of any de- 
sire to enter into a personal controversy with Mr. Lind, but because 
he has uttered statements which, if generally disseminated, will cause 
the most serious harm to those of us who for the last two years have 
been fighting day and night, not for the purpose of getting something 
from Mexico that we are not entitled to and ought not to have, but 
for the purpose of protecting the rights which, by the laws of Mexico 
and the Government of Mexico, we were invited to come in and ac- 
quire, and upon the faith of which invitations our companies have 
expended hundreds of millions of dollars since the beginning of the 
oil development in 1900, . 

Before passing to another subject, I would like to comment, while 
the point is in my mind, on one little matter which should not be lost 
sight of. I think that one of the statements which have been made 
was to the effect that Mexico had not yet taken any lands from any 0 
the holders who acquired under these subsequent laws. They actu- 
ally have deprived one company of the possession of one of its most 
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valuable allotments. That happens to be a company for which I 
occasionally act as counsel, so i am familiar with the facts. It was 
organized under the laws of Great Britain, but is controlled by a 
holding company, the majority of whose stock is held by Americans, 
so that aside from technicalities it is an American affair, very largely. 
They have also tried to take an extremely valuable slice, or slices, 
if I may use that term, from lands which are absolutely privately 
owned by various other American oil companies, in this particular: 
That within the last eight months Mr. Carranza’s government has 
granted a number of concessions—and these are real concessions, in 
which the Carranza government, which has professed to abhor “ con- 
cessions,” purports to turn over titles which it purports to own to 
private individuals—to develop oil upon the beds of streams navi- 
gable and not navigable and located in the oil region. 

Inasmuch as the law of Mexico to-day is that the private owner of 
the bank owns to the center of those streams (subject to the natural 
right of the water to flow over those beds and subject to an easement 
which the law of Mexico created many years ago granting landing 
privileges to those who navigate those waters), with those exceptions, 
the land underneath those streams and rivers are just as much pri- 
vately owned by these companies as the lands in the uplands are pri- 
vately owned by them; and it follows that these drilling concessions 
actually have taken from the owners of those lands a physical part of 
the bed thus owned. 

The Cuarrman. And without compensation ? 

Mr. Ketiocc. Without any form or pretense, sir, of compensation. 
Under these concessions thus granted wells are to-day being drilled, 
or they were before the present revolution assumed form; several 
wells, one in particular between the two banks of the Panuco River, in 
what is called the Panuco oil district, and another well, or wells—I 
am not sure how many there are—just a little above or below the first 
well, which is already quite well along in its development. 

No attention has been paid in any publication or public statement 
I have read to this very menacing and entirely unwarranted confisca- 
tory act, but it is purely an arbitrary act, as confiscatory in its effect, 
and perhaps even more so, as results will show, and in its injury and 
damage to Americans owning land, as it would be 1f some part of the 
uplands themselves had been thus granted to favorites of the existing 
government. 

The law of 1884, which has been read into the record, continued in 
- force and without change until June 4, 1892, at which date a revised 
mining code appears containing these provisions: 

ART. 4. The owner of the land— 


Meaning the surface of the land— 
may freely work without a special franchise in any case whatsoever the follow- 
ing mineral substances: Mineral fuels, oils, and mineral waters. 

ART. 5. All mining property legally acquired and such as hereafter may be 
acquired in pursuance of this kaw shall be irrevocable and perpetual, so long as 
the federal property tax be paid in pursuance of the provisions of the law 
creating the said tax. 

That law was revised in 1909 by the mining code of November 25 
of that year, which contains the following express provision on that 
subject : 

ArT. 2. The following substances are the exclusive property of the owner of 
the soil: 
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I. Ore bodies or deposits of mineral fuels, of whatever form or variety. 
II. Ore bodies or deposits of bituminous substances. 


That is the last of the mining codes, and of the provisions of law 
which purport to regulate title to petroleum or hydrocarbon rights, 
until the constitution of 1917 was adopted, and the series of Car- 
ranza decrees which began in 1918 was promulgated. 

One point of special importance, it seems to me, should be noted 
as to all of these three mining codes which have been quoted. None 
of them purport to make any grant by the nation of something that 
was not hitherto the right and property of the individual owner. 
They declare expressly that the situation is thus and so, and do not 
purport to change it. They are, therefore, in every way corrobora- 
tive of the conclusions which I have expressed as to the preexisting 
laws, and are conclusive interpretations of those laws which were in 
force up to the time of the first of these codes in 1884, in which 
petroleum rights were expressly declared to be the property of the 
owner of the surface; and the same is true in the subsequently enacted 
codes. 

The Cuairman. And are simply declaratory of the old Spanish law 
dating back to the decree of 15592 i 

Mr. KerrLocs. That is precisely the point which I should like to 
emphasize, and which I am very glad you have emphasized. 

One further remark in conclusion is as to the inconceivable moral 
and juridical injury which will exist if foreigners who, in the best of 
good faith, have gone into that country in reliance upon those specifie 
and express statements in the law, and who have invested several hun- 
dred millions of dollars in such reliance, shall be deprived of their 
property thus acquired by them from private owners by a retroactive 
interpretation of what purports to be a constitution adopted by the 
Carranza government. 

That completes my statement, I believe, Mr. Chairman. 

The Canaima. The provisions of the constitution of 1917 to which 
you have referred do not exclude the Congress of the Republic of 
Mexico, provided for under that constitution, from powers of en- 
acting legislation ¢ | 

Mr. KerLoca. No. And I should like to make one comment, as 
an addendum to what I have just said. because a false impression 
might otherwise be created. The constitution of 1917, despite the 
language of article 27, when construed in its entirety—and that in- 
volves the consideration of other clauses that I have in mind, Mr. 
Chairman—does not deprive the owner of the surface of the petro- 
leum rights, because it confirms not only article 27 but articles 14 
and 126. and article 14 says that no Jaw shall be given a retroactive 
effect. Primarily that word “law” might be taken to refer to sub- 
sequent enactments of Congress, but in article 126 that very consti- 
tution was enumerated as being one of the “laws” of Mexico. __ 

Therefore article 14 and article 126, taken together with article 21, 
Jay the ground for what would seem to be an entirely reasonable 
argument that the constitution itself does not actually deprive the 

rivate individual of his subsurface right. But every one of the 
arranza decrees, commencing with the decree of February, 1918, 
interpret the constitution as absolutely eliminating private owner- 
ship in petroleum lying beneath the surface of land which has al- 
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ready gone out of the public domain and become the property of 
individual owners. 

The Cuarrman. If not only interprets the constitution but declares 
that the constitution as thus interpreted by Mr. Carranza’s decree 
shall become operative ? 

Mr. Kroso. That is precisely what it does. 

The Cuairman. No direct action has been taken by the legislative 
body, which is supposed to have been created for the purpose of 
enacting legislation to put the constitution in effect, to enact legis- 
lation under the constitution ? 

Mr. Kre1txocc. That is entirely correct. 

The CHairman. The Congress has been functioning in Mexico, 
has it not? . 

Mr. Keuxoce. It has. p 

The Cuarrman. Has the Congress ever passed any laws with refer- 
ence to the petroleum n ? 

Mr. KerLLoce. No such law has been passed. The Senate passed a 
bill at the last session, which, however, never was acted upon b 
the House, and that is the present condition of that legislation, whic 
the constitution doubtless contemplated. 

The Cuairman. The so-called laws with reference to the petroleum 
industry, under the constitution of 1917, are merely decrees of Mr. 
Carranza, the President of Mexico, are they not? 

Mr. Ketuoca. That is what they are, except as to such force which 
might be sought to have been given to those decrees by the general 
resolution which Congress always adopts at the end of its session 
ratifying whatever the President has done. 

The Cuatrman. As a matter of fact, Carranza issued the first 
decree against which we have been protesting two years prior to 
the decree of the constitution in 1916, with reference to oil lands, 
etc. ? | 

Mr. KrrLoca. There were a number of regulations that were issued, 
you know, requiring permits for drilling, etc. | 

The CyHamman. And under the old constitution, which was then 
in force? 

Mr. Ketuoca. Yes, sir. 7 

The Cuarrman. And which he had organized a revolution against 
the then existing Government for the purpose of retaining in force, 
going back to the constitution ? 

Mr. Krrroca. That was his declared purpose at the time of his 
original pronouncement. 

he Cuarrman. And this Government in 1915 was compelled to 
protest against his arbitrary decrees affecting the oil industry ? 

Mr. Ketioce. Yes, sir. In that same connection, the written 
promise given by Mr. Arredondo, on October 9, 1915, I think it was, 
contained the most explicit possible pledge of Mr. Carranza for the 
protection of the rights, lives, and property of foreigners in accord- 
ance with international law. That has not been made good by him 
in any particular, so far as the petroleum industry is concerned. 

I should like to add one other point about the extent to which 
the confiscatory program has actually gone, because these various 
points should all be taken into consideration. 

The Cnarrman. I shall be very glad to have you do so. 

Mr. Ketroce. In 1919, in the early summer, Mr. Carranza’s gov- 
ernment finding that they were not making the progress they had 
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hoped with regard to their dealings with the oil companies pursuant 
to their decrees, formed a plan of accomplishing indirectly what they 
had not been able to do directly, and they toole advantage of one of 
those early decrees to which you have just alluded, Mr. Chairman— 
these so-called preconstitutional decrees—requiring permits to be 
given to the owners of lands before they were permitted to drill 
for oil on those lands; and taking advantage of that clause or decree 
they refused to permit a man from drilling his lands, wholly irre- 
spective of the excellence of his title, unless in his application for 
the permit, he would agree to accept not merely the laws then exist- 
ing but all laws that might at any time thereafter be promulgated 
either by Mr. Carranza himself in his capacity as dictator or by 
Congress, with reference to petroleum lands, titles, rights, opera- 
tions, etc. 

So that we found ourselves required to give Mr. Carranza a blank 
check on our future as a condition precedent to exercising the fun- 
damental right of ownership, to enjoy the thing which you own. 
That campaign was carried on by the Carranza government until 
the latter part of the year 1919, the companies standing firm and 
refusing to sign away their rights in any such manner. In the mean- 
time, naturally, some of the older oil districts had ceased to produce, 
and drilling in new districts became absolutely imperative, not 
only to keep up the oil supply of the world but to enable Mr. 
Carranza to collect the volume of taxes which he had been pre- 
viously accustomed to receive from the industry. Finally, inti- 
mations were conveyed to us that if the matter was presented di- 
rectly to the proper authorities of Mexico the decree as to prohibi- 
tion of drilling would be loosened and made more practical, an 
that was done after a hiatus of probably six months, during which 
time an enormous number of opportunities were lost, and the indus- 
try received a very serious temporary setback in Mexico. 

Those three things, the actual taking of title from one company, 
the granting of rights under the beds of streams which he had no 
power to grant, and the indirect effort at confiscation through the 
operation of the drilling decrees, include the principal efforts at 
physical confiscation which Mr. Carranza’s government has made 
since the beginning of its series of decrees. 

The Cyaan, Speaking of these so-called preconstitutional de- 
crees of Carranza, Mr. Carranza himself first issued a decree, di 
he not. vesting in himself the right to issue other decrees, and under 
that authority given by Carranza to himself he issued these decrees 
of 1915 to which you have referred ? 

Mr. Ketroce. He placed the crown upon his own brow. 

The Cuairman. He distinctly vested himself as first chief, with 
authority to issue decrees, and then proceeded to issue decrees, one 
among them being this so-called preconstitutional decree, on whic 
he afterwards based that order subsequent to what he called the 
constitutional development, and he made it constitutional by issuing 
a decree after the constitution was adopted, based upon his so-calle 
constitutional decree which he himself had vested himself with power 
to make. 

Mr. KerLocc. And pursued the same system of evolution from his 
inner consciousness. Every one of the postconstitutional decrees aS 
to petroleum was made by him pursuant to a supposed grant 0 
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power by Congress, which grant did not begin to relate to or touch 
upon the field in which he was then personally legislating. 

One of the powers which were given to him bv the first Congress 
of Mexico was a power to legislate in matters relating to the treasury 
department, finance, to cover possible emergencies existing as to the 
necessity for money and the means of raising it. He saw fit to 
interpret that as giving him power to legislate on any subject toward 
which attention was directed, and it is the unanimous opinion of all 
Mexican attorneys with whom I have consulted on this matter that 
no shadow of excuse, from the standpoint of the jurisprudence of 
Mexico, existed for the twisting of that power granted by Congress 
relative to financial matters into a power to settle the question of the 
rights of individual owners to the petroleum underlying the surface 
of the land. 

Is it permissible for me to add another statement ? 

The Cuarrman. Certainly. 

Mr. Ketiocce. Mr. Lind made another statement which can not be 
allowed to pass without comment. The statement is one of those 
indirect statements which produce the effect or naturally tend to 
produce the effect of a direct statement in the public mind. It is 
this: 

He always insisted that foreigners operating in Mexico should not seek to 
avoid taxes and the performance of their duties the sume as was required of 
Mexican citizens. 

He was referring to Luis Cabrera, a member of the Carranza 
Cabinet. The obvious inference is that the oil companies were within 
the class that had sought to avoid taxation and the proper per- 
formance of their duties. I would lke to make as emphatically as 
possible the statement that there never has been a time when any oil 
company in Mexico of which I have had knowledge, and I have been 
either directly or indirectly connected with all of them, has tried to 
avoid the payment of any taxes ever levied upon them by the Govern- 
ment of Mexico. 

I would also like to make it plain that, taking advantage of the 
attitude which the companies have always maintained in that regard, 
Mr. Carranza’s Government has during the last two years adopted a 
system of evading their own laws by taxing us 200 per cent of the 
amount which their own laws required us to pay, and they have done 
it in this way: The tax has been an ad valorem tax on petroleum or 
petroleum products exported, and the value of the oil or product | 
which was the basis of that tax was fixed every two months by ad- 
ministration officials, who, without the shadow of any pretense of 
right, fixed the oil valuations at double the actual values. In Tam- 
pico, for instance, its valuation was fixed on a basis which represented 
more than its value after it had been hauled 2,000 miles to north 
Atlantic ports. 

One of the last orders of the Carranza government, issued within 
the last few days, was to fix a new basis of valuation, which still 
further increased the tax by doubling the already doubled basis of 
valuation. So that if we had been compelled or should be compelled 
‘at any time to pay a tax pursuant to that new method, we should 
be paying on oil worth, we will say, a dollar a barrel, but taxed upon 
a valuation of $2, which, of course, is a mere evasion of the law and 
is a duplication of taxes. That is an illustration of the difficulties 
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l 
with which we have had to contend and the more than willingness | 
which it seems to me we have displayed to do our duty, as those who 
are temporarily or permanently in Mexico should do their duty, and 
to try to avoid the imputation of being tax dodgers in any way, 
shape, or form. 

In this connection it is frequently published in the American 
papers that the oil contest between the American oil companies and 
the Carranza government relating to these post-constitutional decrees 
has been one of taxation. That is absolutely untrue. 

It is a fact that we have refused to pay certain sums of money 
which these post-constitutional decrees sought to make us pay 2s 
rentals and royalties. Our refusal was made because by paying those 
sums under the terms of those decrees we must ews admit 
that somebody other than ourselves owned the property in respect to 
which the payments were made—for one can not pay rent on property | 
which he owns himself, if he owns it. 

That is the entire basis of the allegations that the American oil | 
companies have been and are tax dodgers, and no allegation has been 
more frequently made by the Carranza propagandists in the United | 
States than that. 

The Cuarrman. The advice of the State Department of the United | 
States Government had been sought prior to your action in refusing į 
to pay these sums of money, had it not? 

Ir. Kenvocc. That is true, and I would like to add that we have | 
tried at every stage of this controversy, and it has had many different — 
phases, to keep in constant touch with the State Department, and do 
nothing which they thought might be reprehensible to the interests of 
not only ourselves, but the interests of the United States as a Nation. 
and we have faithfully and fully carried out that program to the | 
present moment. We have never suborned a rebel hice never con- 
tributed to any rebel fund. We have behaved ourselves as decent | 
men ought to behave themselves, going into a foreign country 
attempt to do business. Our record is absolutely that of clean, decent | 
American citizens prosecuting a clean, decent business in a foreign 
country, endeavoring to conduct their own affairs in a proper way | 
and insisting on being allowed to keep what they bought and paid 
for and continue to conduct their own affairs. ` | 

The Cuairman. In the last protest of the United States Govern- 
ment to Carranza, based upon the oil decrees and his proposed action | 
with reference to oil, the United States Government, through its State 
Department, has stated definitely that they still maintain the posl- | 
tion thev have maintained with reference to all the different protests 
they have theretofore made against the enforcement of these decrees 
from 1915 down to the present time. | 

Mr. Keniioce. That is correct, Mr. Chairman. | 

The CuairmaN. Does that conclude vour statement? 

Mr. Kerroese. That is all I have in mind. 

The Cuatrman, The statement you have given us has been exceed- 
ingly clear and very interesting, and we thank vou very much. | 
you will be kind enough to have that memorandum prepared, I wil 
be very glad. | 
Mr. KerLoce. I shall be very happy to do so, Mr, Chairman. 

The CuairnMan. It may be incorporated in the record. 
Mr. Kenioce. Thank you. a 
(The memorandum referred to will be printed ina subsequent part.) 


| 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28, 1920. 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS, 
Washington, D. C. 
The following testimony was taken at Washington, D. C., Wednes- 
day, April 28, 1920, by Francis J. Kearful, Esq., in pursuance of an 
order of the subcommittee of the Committee on Foreign Relations 
of, the Senate: 


TESTIMONY OF JAMES D. SHEAHAN. 
The witness was duly sworn by Mr. Kearful. 


. KEARFUL. 
. SHEAHAN. 
. KEARFUL. 
. SHEAHAN. 
. KEARFUL. 
. SHEAHAN. 
' KEARFUL. 
. SHEAHAN. 
. KEARFUL. 
. SHEAHAN. 
. KEARFUL. 
Mr. SHEAHAN. 


Will you state your full name? 

James D. Sheahan. 

What is your present place of residence ? 
Richmond, Va. 

Are you a native-born American citizen ? 

No, sir. I was born in Toronto, Canada. 

Are you an American citizen by naturalization ? 
Yes, sir. My parents were American citizens. 
In what business are you engaged ? 
Manufacturing farm tractors in Chicago. 

What business have you had in Mexico? 

I was one of four others that became the owners 


of a large hacienda there in the fall of 1903, consisting of 362,000 
acres. 
Mr. KEARFUL. 
land ? 
Mr. SHEAHAN. 
Mr. KEaRFUL. 
Mr. SHEAHAN. 
Mr. KEARFUL. 
Mr. SHEAHAN. 


Did you and your associates buy that tract of 


Yes, sir. 
How much did you pay for it ? 
$350,000 gold. 
Did you get titles that were regarded as good ? 
Yes, sir; up to the present time, so far as we know. 
Mr. Kearrut. What business did you conduct on this plantation ? 
Mr. SHEAHAN. The valley lands, which are on the Agua Fria 
River for a distance of about 28 miles passing through our property, 
are divided about one-third of them for the raising of cereals of 
various kinds, and we developed the water sufficiently to irrigate 
those lands. The balance of the land we have fenced for pastures 
for our blooded, registered stock. ee 
Mr. KEarFUL. In what part of Mexico is this place located ? 
Mr. SHEAHAN. In Jimenez. Our boundary line comes within 
4 miles of Jimenez. 
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Mr. Krarrut. In what State? 

Mr. Sueanan. In the State of Chihuahua, very close to the 
border of Durango, about 8 miles. 

Mr. Kearrut. What products did you raise on this place? 

Mr. SuEauANn. Wheat, corn, cotton, barley, and beans were the 
crops, and we had 500 acres of alfalfa. We started with 15 acres 
that was on the premises of alfalfa when we bought it, which was in 
bad condition, and we afterwards plowed it up and increased that 
up to 500 acres. 

Mr. Kearrut. What did you do in reference to stock raising! 

Mr. Sueanan. We increased our stock raising about 150 per cent 
within six yearsArom the time we purchased the property. When 
we bought it the water facilities on the range were quite limited. 
The cattle had to go a long ways for water. In that way there was a 
great deal of the lands where grazing was good, but there was no water 
on them; but we developed the water facilities on different parts of 
the a In six years we had spent in the neighborhood of $300,000 
in development work. 

Mr. KearruL. In developing the water supply ? 

Mr. Sueanan. The water supply, and for new machinery and 
increased buildings. 

Mr. Kearru.. What did you have to do to develop the water 


ay ane 
Mr. Sueanan. In a greater portion of it we were able to build 
dams and operate reservoirs, backing the water up for a long distance. 

Mr. Kearru.. What kind of live stock did you have on the place! 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Herefords, principally. We brought in breeding 
stock by the carload, sometimes as high as five cni londe at a shipment, 
and kept them separately as much as possible from the native cattle 
that we had on the place when we purchased it. We built fences and 
cross fences so as to make large pastures and keep the better grade of 
stock by themselves. 

Mr. KearruL. Did you have blooded stock brought from the 
United States? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Yes, sir. i 

Mr. KearFuc. In addition to tho cattle, did you have horses and 
jacks and hogs and sheep ? 

Mr. Sukauan. We had Spanish jacks that were imported. We 
had one German coach that we sent down there from Wisconsin; 
also a Perche'on. 

Mr. KearFu.. Hogs and sheep? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Yos; and Angora goats. We had a large flock of 
Angora goats. 

Mr. Kearruv. Can you estimate the total amount of money 
invested in land and improvements and live stock? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. In the neighborhood of between $600,000 and 
$700,000. If I may state it here, we had to build one year 40 miles 
of boundary-line fence, four barbed wire, shipping in the red cedar 

osts from the State of Texas. The next year we built 75 miles. 
Pur boundary was a fence of four barbed wires on the entire boundary 
line with the exception of about 30 miles. That was a sort of moun- 
tainous country that very few cattle would attempt to go over or 
come in and encroach upon us. 
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Mr. KearFuL. About how many people did you employ on this 
plantation ? 

Mr. Sueauan. As an estimate, I would say that we had in the 
neighborhood of 350, or between that and 400. We had built houses 
sufficient to house 100 families at headquarters, and I think those 
would average almost two to the house. 

Mr. Kearrut. Were your employees Mexicans? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Entire. SO; peons. 

Mr. KrearFut. Were those peons forced to work for you? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. No, sir. 

Mr. Kearru.. How did you employ them? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. We established a system when we first became the 
owners of this property of letting the peons have a small acreage to 
work on shares for themselves. If a single man did not care to work 
his land, we did not bind ourselves to give him steady work, but the 
men who were working the land, if they were the kind of men that 
we wanted, we gave them the preference of working the time that 
they were not required to till their own crops—of working for us. 
In that way their entire time was well occupied. | 

Mr. KearFut Did you hear John Lind testify yesterday about the 
American operators of plantations in Mexico? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. I did, sir. 

Mr. Kearruu. What have you to say about his statement that the 
operations of Americans on plantations in Mexico were not for the 
benefit of the natives ? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. I was surprised to hear such a statement. It cer- 
tainly did not hold good in our section, not only on our property, but 
also on the adjoining property which was owned by a Scotch syndi- 
cate. It was most as large as our own, and afterwards sold to the 
Terrazas. It donot think there was an institution or large agricul- 
tural interest in this country that was better conducted than the San 
Isidro, the adjoining property to us. 

Mr. KeArFUL. You heard what John Lind ssid about what he 
ean consoript labor. Did you know anything about that in your 
ocality ¢ 

Mr. SHEAHAN. We certainly did not. I do not think it existed 
in our section of the State or anywhere in the State of Chihuahua, 
I might say, because I was familiar with conditions there. 

Mr. Kearrut. You employed your workmen by voluntary con- 
tract with them ? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearroun. How did you treat them? 

Mr. Sueanan. We considered that they were better treated by 
ourselves after we became owners of that property—in fact, that was 
their own statement. That was largely on account of housing con- 
ditions that we furnished for them. 

Mr. Krarrut. Did you charge them anything for the houses? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. No, sir. | 

eae KearFru.. Did you have any schools or churches on your 
place 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Yes, sir. We had a church there that was in bad 
condition, the roof had fallen in on it and the walls were in bad condi- 
tion. We restored that. It was a Catholic church. There had been 
no services held there for, I would say, perhaps 40 or 50 years before 
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we becume owners of the place. We also started a school in one of 
our buildings and were so well pleased with the attendance that we 
built a new two-room schoolhouse in a very desirable place right on 
top of the hill. We leveled it off and madc a nice playground for the 
children there. 

Mr. Kerarruu. Did the children of your employees gonerally 
attend this school? i 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Very fully. In fact, it developed so that we found 
it was even necessary for us to build an addition to this or build 
another one at a separate location. 

Mr. Kearrut. Were the Mexicans assessed for tho maintenance of 
the school or the church ? | 
j sink SHEAHAN. No, sir. We paid that ourselves out of our own 

unds. 

Mr. KearFut. Did you receive any aid from the Mexican Govern- 
ment for this school? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. We did not ask for it and we did not receive it. 
We would have been entitled to compensation for them, but it was 
an experiment with us. 

Mr. Kearrut. What benefits, if any, have you observed to result 
from the operation of American and other foreign capital in thet 
section of Mexico ? 

Mr. Sueanan. If I could say that from the knowledge that I have 
of San Isidro and Salaices—San Isidro was the adjoining property 
and was on the east, and Salaices was on the west, with nearly the 
same acreage as our own. It was a great benefit, I say. 

Mr. KearFtct. In what ways? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. In increasing the wage, not by giving them any 
less work on our own place. The Mexican peons would say, if they 
had occasion to express themselves, that they worked harder for us 
than they ever did previous to the time we became owners of the 
property, but that they were better treated and better paid. We 
paid them all once a month. 

Mr. Kearrcy. They did not object to working harder, did they! 
Mr. Suratan. No, sir. We found this: For the first four years, 
might say, there was perhaps 60 per cent of our work that was de- 
velopment work. We made a distinction as to the wage that we 
paid men for working in the development work as against those 
who were working on the land in the usual way, because it was much 
harder work and Tonger hours in the development work and we made 

that distinction. 

Mr. KearrvuL. In regard to the method of living, did the opera- 
tions of foreigners result in any improvement for the natives ? 

Mr. SuHranan. Decidedly so, sir. 

Mr. Kearrun. In what respect? 

Mr. Sueauan. They were better fed. Mexicans that we had on 
development work we paid 123 cents more a day and furnished them 
rations free, while they boarded themselves when they worked on 
the hacienda in the agricultural part of it. After we were working 
the first year on that, it became very apparent that the men whom 
we had on the development work were particularly anxious to be 
kept there, for the reason that they were better fed, better cared for, 
while working them harder and longer hours, but they had better 
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pay. We used to pick out the very best class of the help and put it 
on the development work. 

Mr. Kearrut. What concessions, if any, did you have from the 
Mexican Government ? 

Mr. Sneanan. None whatever. 

Mr. Kearrur. You had no special privileges over anybody else? 

Mr. Sueanan. None whatever, sir. We were offered, by the 
ministro de fomento—they passed a new law by which loans could 
be made for the purpose of developing water rights, and a larger 
amount of water retained for irrigating purposes. and also for stock 
raising. They urged us to become members and take advantage of 
that. We did not.do so at any time. We financed our own proposi- 
tion all the way through. The ministro de fomento also used to 
write us letters and comment as to what we were doing there. Other 
Americans that would go to Mexico City would be referred to us and 
to our place to show what had been done there is such a short time. 

Mr. KrarFrut. Is the country in that region of such character that 
it can be divided up into small tracts and operated advantageously 
in small tracts under individual ownership ? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Possibly there might be parts of the valley land 
that could be utilized in that way, but the question would be what 
would be done with the grazing lands when you separated the one 
from the other. 

Mr. KEarFUL. Is irrigation necessary in that region ? 

Mr. Surana. It is. We have about 60,000 acres where the 
Mexican Central Railroad runs for 52 miles through our property. 
On the east side of the railroad we have 30,000 acres skirting on the 
base of a low mountain. That land we have tested for sugar beets 
and we found that it contains of sugar from 3 to 5 per cent greater 
than the sugar beet that is grown in Colorado and also around Dem- 
ing, N. Mex., but there was no market for it. 

. Kearruu. Did you observe among the natives any demand for 
division of large tracts among them ? 
on SHEAHAN. No, sir; not at that time. That was not thought 
of then. j 

Mr. KrearFuu. Did you believe it to be practicable to divide up 
any large regions of that country into small tracts for individual 
operations by the peons? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. I do not. 

Mr. KearFrut. What were the conditions as to security for life and 
property and protection of business operations from 1903, when you 
went there, until the fall of Porfirio Diaz, in 1911? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. They were good. We never had any trouble. On 
the other hand, I used to send a peon into Jimenez when I was doing 
development work out on the ranch. He wouid bring me out $2,000 
or $2,500 of money to pay off at the end of the month. He never 
had any fear of being held up by bandits or anything of that kind, 
nor had we. 

Mr. KEearFut. There are no bandits in that region? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. There were not at that time; no, sir. There were 
some cattle thieves in the valley, but they were severely handled by 
the rurales. 

Mr. Kearrut. The rurales were an organization of mounted police 
maintained by the Government ? 
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Mr. SHEAHAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KrarruL. When was there a change in that condition of secu- 
rity, if at all? 

Mr. SHEeanAN. After the death of Madero. 

Mr. KearFruu. What happened then ? 

Mr. Saranan. Then we began to have our real trouble. 

Mr. Krarrut. You did not have any trouble during the time of 
the revolution of Madero against Diaz? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. We lost some live stock, and also they would come 
and get goods out of our store, and provisions and everything of that 
kind, and grain, but we got receipts for everything that Madero’s 
forces ever took from us that we knew of. e would find animals 
killed on the range and the meat partly carried off and the balance 
of the carcass left on the range. That was very slight. 

Mr. Kearrut. Who was Madero’s operating general in that region! 

Mr. SHEAHAN. I do not remember. 

Mr. Kearrut. Was he Pascual Orozco? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Yes; part of the time. Then there was a change 
after that, but I have forgotten who it was after that. 

Mr. Kearrut. What happened then, after the fall of Madero? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Then was about the time that our troubles com- 
menced, and as time went on it was increased all the time. 

Mr. Krearrut. Who caused the trouble? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Carranza’s forces principally, and Villa was oper- 
ating with the Carranza forces. 

Mr. KrarFrut. That began in 1913, shortly after the fall of Madero! 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Yes; 1914 was, perhaps, the beginning of it. 

Mr. KearFut. Please describe briefly and in a general way just 
what happened from that time forth. 

Mr. SHeanan. They would send out a force, making demand for 
so many head of steers and so many horses, and we would make 8 
demand for receipts, and they would ignore our demand, and we 
would send some of our own force out for gathering the live stock that 
they required. They took at one time from an inclosed pasture 
that we had, I think, 171 saddle horses. We made a practice of 
breaking the horses for the range and keeping them in inclos 
pastures after they were broken. They cleaned up the whole bunch 
of them, about 151 of them. 

These Percheron stallions that we had, that were absolutely of no 
value for military service, were taken and ridden away. We 
one valuable horse that cost us over $4,000. We fonnd him about 
5 miles from our headquarters, lying on the roadside, dead. 

Mr. KrarFruL. Ridden to death ¢ 

Mr. SHEARAN. Yes; ridden to death. 

Mr. Kearrut. What destruction of your property occurred? 

Mr. Sueauan. About the latter part of 1917 we had asked the 
American consul here to assist us in getting protection. We h 
grown Crops, gradually getting acreages elo every year, hoping 
that by the time that crop would mature and be ready to harvest 
that the troubles would be over and we would have something to g0 
on to make a start. But every time they would allow us to gather 
the crop, and after it was gathered they would take it. We got no 
benefit from it whatever. 
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This time he interceded for us and got a pledge from the general 
in charge of the Federal troops in Chihuahua that he would send 50 
soldiers out to protect the crops when they were thrashing. 

Mr. KearruL. Who was this general ? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. That I can not remember. He sent the soldiers out 
there and they began taking the grain from us almost as fast as it 
was thrashed, taking if off by wagon loads. Finally they got liquor 
somewhere and the captain of this force of 50 men that they had out 
there set fire to the buildings at headquarters of this particular 
hacienda. We had nine communities, you might say, in the valley 
from one end to the other. We used to build a warehouse that 
would accommodate all of the tenants in that community, and they 
would jointly have a certain space in the warehouse for their crops. 
The grain was in there and this captain set fire to the buildings and 
cleaned out the whole community. He gave them an hour to get 
their stuff out of the buildings. When we protested, the general 
made a claim that they were aiding Villa, that they were in sympath 
with Villa, and that was the reason why the buildings were burned. 

Mr. KearruL. That who was in sympathy with Villa? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. These tenants. 

Mr. Kearru. Your tenants? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. On our place. That has been one thing that 
occurred all the way through that we had guarded at all times, and 
that is not to have any man or anybody else show any disposition to 
aid either side. 

Mr. Kearrut. Was there any truth in this pretext, so far as you 
know, about your men being in sympathy with Villa? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. The only thing you might say, I think, in regard 
to that is that when the Villa forces were in there they were just the 
same as the Carranza forces, and would come there and make demands 
for feed or for whatever was on the place, and it was absolutely 
necessary that it should be given up to them. 

_ Mr. Kearrut. When that was done, the other side would come 
in and say they were sympathizers and destroy the property ? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Yes, sir. We had an instance of that kind less than 
three months ago. Carranza forces came to our headquarters. There 
was a man that was now nearly 50 vears old, born on the place, who 
has been acting as sort of foreman for us there. They went into his 
house and gathered up all his blankets and bedclothes and everytning 
that they could find. He protested and they turned to and very 
nearly killed him. They beat him over the head—the captain or 
man in charge of the soldiers beat him over the head with his pistol, 
and if it had not been for a woman that grappled with this captain 
they would have killed the man. 

Mr. Kearrut. This was a Carranza captam? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Yes; he was a Carranza captain, and just over the 
things that were absolutely necessary for them to protect themselves. 

Mr. KearruL. Was there ever any pretense of payment or giving 
receipts for the property and things taken? 

Mr. Sueanan. No, sir. 

Mr. Krearrut. What would they say when they would come and 
take things ? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. That it was a demand from such and such a general. 

Mr. KearruL. What would be the ground of his demand? - 
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Mr. SHEANAN. That he wanted the property, that he wanted some 
of the steers, that he wanted so much of the grain, or whatever it 
might be. 

Mr. Krarrut. Was there ever any promise made upon taking 
these things to pay for them? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Never. 

Mr. Krarrut. Did you make any protest against their being taken! 

Mr. Saranan. Nearly every time that we had a serious loss of that 
kind I reported it to the State Department as a matter of record, 
but we never got any satisfaction from it. 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you mean the American State Department! 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrvut. Do you know of any steps having been taken by the 
American State Department for your protection ? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. They would make reply to the protest that we 
entered, saying that the matter had been referred to Mexico City 
with request that they take action in the matter, and perhaps later 
on we would get a letter with a copy of the protest that was made in 
Mexico City, but we never had any satisfaction out of any of the 
protests that we ever made. 

Mr. KEARFvuL. What is the condition of that hacienda now! 

Mr. SHEeAnAN. It is a total wreck, you may say. 

Mr. KearFUL. What about any of the fine stock there that you 
took there ? | f 

Mr. SnEanaN. No; there is no fine stock left there. There may be 
some scattered cattle on the range which you may term as wild 
cattle, but no herds, just stray cattle that would be off by themselves, 
that they would overlook or something like that. e have no 
record and no means of knowing whether there is one there or whether 
there are 100. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Are the lands being cultivated? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. In small acreages by the peons that have lived 
on the place all their lives. 

Mr. Kearrvr. Do you get any returns from them ? 

Mr. Sueanan. None whatever. Even the peons that worked this 
land with the understanding that we would get a share of it, have 
had the greater portions of their crops taken as well as our own. We 
have entered protests against that time and again. 

Mr. KearrtL. Did you ever have any trouble with your workmen 
or employees on the place at all ? 

Mr. SuEAHAN. No, sir. 

Mr. KearrtL. Were they loyal to you? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Very much so; that is, up to the time of the revolu- 
tion beginning. There was quite a number of the younger element 
that went out principally with Villa, 

In explanation of that I might make this statement. We had 8 
man on our property who had leased a couple of thousand acres © 
land for cash rent. He subleased that to peons on shares and made 
a very good profit on the transaction. His name was Chavez. 
The Chavez family was quite a wealthy family at one time. They 
were freighters and had been for two or three generations. Before 
the railroads were built through there, they freighted from the City 
of Mexico or from Vera Cruz clear up to the northern boundary line. 
This Joe Chavez, from the time he was 15 years old, more of a Spaniar 
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than he was a Mexican, a great big tall man about 6 feet 2 inches, 
-had been what you might call a freight foreman. He had a train of 
freighters under his charge and he knew the country remarkably well. 
He went out with Villa along about 1916. He took quite a number of 
younger men with him, not only on our place, but at Reguladora, 
which is 18 miles from our quarters, and also from Puebla, which is 
just across the boundary line from our land on the north. He made 
up quite a following for Villa in that section. He was afterwards 
quite noted with Villa. You have no doubt seen his name quite 
often as Col. Chavez. 

Mr. Kearrur. What did you observe about the motives of the 
young men who joined the revolution, judging from their acts ? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. That was after I was unable to go down to the 
property. Of course I knew but very little about that. Their 
pee still lived on the property and still live there now. There 

ave been quite a number of young men killed, but the older people 
have been loyal and are living on the property and have shown no 
disposition to destroy any portion of the property. 

Mr. KerarFuL. Did the young men join the revolution because 
they wanted the lands divided up or because they were oppressed 
by the land owners ? ; 

Mr. SHEAHAN. No, sir; it was more, I think, Chavez’s personality 
that induced them to go with him. He is quite a noted character. 

Mr. Kearruu. What do you think were his motives ? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Simply, I suppose, that he thought—I do not know 
what inducement was given by Villa. Chavez was a very valuable 
man to Villa, knowing the country as he did clear down as far south 
as Torreon, and perhaps farther south than that. 

Mr. Krarrut. Do you think he was actuated by motives of patri- 
otism to establish democracy in Mexico by eliminating the evils that 
Mr. Lind told about yesterday? _ 

Mr. SHEAHAN. I would not think so from the acquaintance that I 
had with Chavez. He was one of the best men that we had on the 
place and gave us every assistance that he possibly could at any time 
and was very friendly to us. My son lived there three years after I 
gave up going down there and lived on the place as manager of it, 
and he always regarded Joe Chavez as one of his reliable friends. He 
always said that any advice he wanted he felt he could call on Joe 
Chavez to tell him how to act. 

Mr. Krarrut. Did you have occasion to observe the motives of the 
Carrancistas with special reference to Mr. Lind’s theory that the revo- 
lutionists of the north were actuated by high ideals ? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Perhaps there was an element of that kind from 
what they gained from Madero more than anything else, particularly 
in the Reguladora Valley, because that is where Madero gathered his 
first forces. What took place south of there was simply an uprising. 
There were a lot of idle miners. The price of silver and copper was 
so low that the mines could not operate and left the entire mining 
force there without work and idle, and many of them without much 
to eat. They were ready to take up anything again after they got a 
little stronger. This property, which had been transferred to Ter- 
razas, which adjoined us, San Isidro, was a ground of prey for them. 
They thought Terrazas was not for Madero’s government, and when- 
ever they could get anything off the property of Terrazas they were 
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at liberty to take it, and they immediately commenced plundering 
that before they commenced doing serious damage to anybody else. 

Mr. Kearruu. Did it appear from their acts that the opportunity 
to plunder property was one of the moving causes for young men 
joining the revolution ? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. I would not think so. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You would not? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. No, sir. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You are speaking now about the Madero revolution! 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KearruL. What do you say about the Carranza revolution, 
judging from what they did? 

. SHEAHAN. I would say that that was quite different. Young 
men that were born and raised on our place we found were only too 
ready to go out and get as much off the premises as they possibly 
could. They gave information, as nearly as we could find out, of just 
where the best opportunity was to get herds of cattle. For a couple 
of years we shifted our stock from one place to another so as to get 
them as far from the railroad as possible and at the same time keep 
them within the range where we could get water. 

Mr. KearFuL. Did you make any attempts to get your cattle and 
other live stock out of the country when you saw it was being stolen? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. At one time we gathered 600 head of 3-year-old 
steers for the purpose of shipping them out to Fort Worth, Tex. 
We fed those steers, after we rounded them up, for six weeks. We 
were promised at first, intending to ship them in train loads, that we 
could get cars to move them. Afterwards we were finally denied cars, 
and they said thev could not be shipped out of the country. 

Mr. Kearru.. What became of hone cattle? | 

Mr. SueAHAN. We turned them loose on the range again, after hav- 
ing herded them in inclosed pastures for that length of time, and we 
never realized a dollar out of them. 

Mr. KearruLt. What became of them? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. They were stolen. 

Mr. Kearrut. Were they eventually shipped out by some one! 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Yes, sir. At one time there was a lot of cattle 
driven off the place, but we never could trace where they came across 
the border. We had men on the border watching for them. Our 
view was that they were slaughtered at different points, Torreon, aD 
also upon the border farther north. 

Mr. KearFut. Was your experience with your cattle a common ex- 
perience of the people in that region ? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Yes. 

Mr. Kearrut. What happened to other plantations in that vicin- 
ity? Wasit the same thing that happened to yours 3 

Mr. SHeaHan. The same thing, yes. There was another very 
large ranch owned by a Russian Jew, who had a very large store at 
Jiminez. He had perhaps between 3,000 and 4,000 head of cattle. 
He lost every one of them in the same manner. He lost his before we 
did, because he was right on the railroad. 

Mr. Kearrut. How long has it been since you have been able to do 
anything down on that plantation ? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. We have not done anything there within the last 
four years; that is, we have done a little in Be way of cropping, but 
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nothing ourselves. We allow the peons to do what they can, because 
all our work stopped and all our implements were stolen. 

Mr. Kearruu. Your implements were taken, too ? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Everything, even to the gasoline engines. 

Mr. KEarFuL. Were any of the houses destroyed ? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. They burned the houses. There were six houses in 
that group that were destroyed, as well as the large poy or ware- 
house. They would take the doors and even strip the roof off. The 
roof is covered with adobe clay over heavy slats. They took the 
clay off the roof and took those slats and used them for firewood. 

Mr. KearruL. Why is it that during the last four years you have 
been unable to operate there ? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. We have a Scotchman who was manager of the place 
at one time and afterwards manager of the range of cattle, who has 
lived in that country for 30 years. Until two months ago he had not 
been able to get out to our headquarters in the four years. His wife is 
dead, but he has a family of six small children and lives in Jiminez. 
They have had him out twice to shoot him. He started on foot from 
Jiminez to go to Torreon, being a British subject, to put himself under 
the protection of the British consul at that place, and finally got a lift 
by freight train or construction train that took him nearly half way. 
One night they had him out twice during the night, insisting that he 
had money belonging to the International Land & Live Stock Co., 
and they made demand upon him for that money. They took him out 
once and were going to shoot him. Finally that squad decided they 
would go back to the commanding officer and get further instructions. 
Another one came out about 1 o'clock in the morning and took him out 

ain. 

"Mr. KEarFUL. The International Land & Live Stock Co. is the 
name of your company, is it 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KearruL. Was he charged with any crime ? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. None whatever. He married a Mexican woman and 
his children were brought up in the Catholic Church, and his wife was 
a Catholic. 

Mr. pee What is the prevailing religion of the natives in that 
region 4 

r. SHEAHAN. Roman Catholic, perhaps 98 per cent. 

Mr. Kearrut. What did you observe about the influence of the 
Catholic Church upon the natives as to being good or bad ? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. I would say that in our section the natives would be 
better off if they were not under the control of the church. ‘ 

Mr. KearFuL. For what reason do you say that ? 

Mr. Saranan. For this reason: There seems to be a feeling that if 
you oppose the church that you will meet with opposition, and serious 
Sp Eeeion at that, from the church or from the priests, and that that 
will have its influence on the peons. We ourselves got along quite 
well. We had little difficulties at times, but I think they always 
thought that we had done more than our share to sustain a church at 
the a which they had not done for 50 years before that. 

Mr. KearfuL. Did you observe whether the priests had any in- 
fluence in civil affairs? « 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Yes; they would try to. We had little experience of 
that kind, nothing that was very serious, but it showed that they 
were accustomed to have it. 
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Mr. KrEarFuv. You say they tried to. Did the church control the 
civil authorities in any way ? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. No; I would not say that they controlled them. 

Mr. KearrFrvuu. The influence that you observed was the influence of 
the priests over the peons ? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Yes. 

Mr. KearFuL. Do you think that influence was not for the benefit 
of the peons ? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. No: we did not think so. 

Mr. KearFUL. Do you think the peons would be better off without 
any religion ? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. I would not be inclined to think so. I do not think 
they would. i 

Mr. KearrtL. What efforts did you make to get protection from 
the American Government for your properties in Mexico aside from 
the protests that you spoke of? 

r. SHEAHAN. I can not say that we ever made any. I have 
repeatedly come before the Secretary of State, particularly dung 
Bryan’s time when he was Secretary of State, but I never went away 
from him that I did not feel like pulling my hair after I had had a 
conversation with Bryan. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You did have a conversation with Bryan in regard 
to the protection of Americans in Mexico, did you? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KearFruv. What was Mr. Bryan’s attitude? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. I came to Washington at one time and brought maps 
and other papers that I had that I thought would be of benefit to show 
him where our property was and how it was located and what we had 
done in the way of development. After we got through, he intimated 
that we belonged to the class that went into Mexico to get rich quick 
and now We were coming to him and asking to have the Government 
of this country ask for intervention; that, while we did not ask for it 
in so many words, we were like all the others that came in the same 
way. That was about the attitude that he had toward us. 

When we bought this property our friends, many of them, said we 
had been cheated, that we had paid too much for it. It was heavily 
mortgaged and the mortgage only had six months to run, and perhaps 
if we had not spent a vast amount of money in developing that: the 
statement that we had paid too much for our property would have 
been true; but with the expenditures and with the increase that we 
could produce, both in the acreage in the valley and also on the range, 
` increasing it 150 per cent, perhaps that statement would have been 
true—that we paid too much forit. But when we came to Bryan he 
intimated that we had stolen it from the poor Mexicans; that they 
were now trying to get it back again; aia that we were not. really 
entitled to very much consideration. 

Mr. KearFruL. Was he interested in your maps and plans and 
papers and the story of your development of that region ¢ 

{r. SHEAHAN. To some extent he was interested. It looked 83 if 
instead of taking into consideration what we had done in the way ° 
developing property, that he considered it as a property that was 
worth that amount of money before we put any money into it an 
that we had gotten it for half what it was worth. That was about 
the way he looked at it. It did not seem as though he took into 
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consideration that we had spent nearly as much in developing it as 
we had originally paid for it, and what he was looking at on the map 
at that time was the property after it had been developed. 

Mr. Kearruv. Did it seem to be his attitude that it was the right 
of the revolutionists to take it away from you ? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Along that line; that we were not entitled to any 
consideration from this Government. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You were put into that class that has been spoken 
of by Mr. Bryan and others as speculators engaged in plundering the 
Mexican people? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Yes. 

Mr. KearFuL. Was that about his attitude ? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. We were classed among that class. There was no 
distinction drawn between the men who had gone there and paid value 
for any property that they bought, and others. Of course there were 
people who were speculators, both in mining property and in timber 
property and perhaps in agriculture, but less in agriculture than any 
of the others, hink. 

I was also instrumental at a later date, myself and Mr. Warren, of 
Three Oaks, Mich., and Mr. Newman, of El Paso, in getting up a com- 
mittee of 21 representing the largest interests that there were in the 
State of Chihuahua, and also in Sonora, and by appointment we had 
a conference with Secretary Bryan. He immediately opened u 
along the same line and did not give us an opportunity even to tell 
what we came there for. He asked why we were not honest in what 
we came there for; that we came there for the purpose of asking inter- 
vention and that we were not honest in saying that we had any other- 
purpose in view but that. 

r. KearruL. Was that your purpose ? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. It was not our purpose. We came there as a matter 

of securing information as to what was best for us to do to protect our 


property. 
r. KearretL. What was the advice he had to give you? 

Mr. SHeAHAN. None whatever. It almost ended in a squabble. 

Mr. KearruL. While you were operating in Mexico did you know 
of advice that he did give to Americans operating there as to what 
they should do ? 

r. SHEAHAN. No, sir; not at that time, I did not. I have since 
learned that. 

Mr. KearrurL. What was the advice that he gave them ! 

Mr. SHEAHAN. It was not very encouraging. 

Mr. Kearrut. I mean as to what they should do while he was 
Secretary of State? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. I did not quite understand your question. After- 
wards I had a personal interview with him and he urged me very 
strongly to bring this Scotchman and his family out of Mexico. At 
that time we had two other Americans there, end he urged me to 
bring them out and abandon the property entirely. 

Mr. KearFrut. You know about notices that were given out several 
times to Americans in Mexico to get out of Mexico? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Yes. I met some of the Mormons that had come 
over from the Mormon settlements, coming out of Mexico. 

_ Mr. Kearru.. What was the effect upon properties of Americans 
in Mexico when they were forced to go out ? 
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Mr. SHEAHAN. It was just a question of abandoning them, as it 
was everybody’s property. It was a total loss to them all. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Von went to Mexico in 1903? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did you know something about an article published 
by Mr. Bryan in The Commoner in January, 1903, in regard to Mexico! 

Mr. SnEAHAN. No, sir; I did not know it at that time. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You know it now. 

Mr. SHEANAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KearruL. How does the attitude taken by him at that time 
compare with the attitude taken afterwards when he was Secretary 
of State? 

Mr. SueAHAN. Entirely the opposite. His statements in 1903. as 
we found the situation in our section were correct. We found that 
the Mexican Government was particularly anxious to get us particu- 
larly in the agricultural interests, that they wanted the valley lands 
to be developed and to produce larger crops. 

Mr. KearruL. Mr. Bryan, in 1903, as shown by his article was 
enthusiastic about the establishment. of centers of American civiliza- 
tion in Mexico, was he not ¢ 

Mr. Sneanan. Yes, sir; and we felt the same way for five of 
six years. 

Mr. Kearruv. Afterwards when he became Secretary of State he 
was not so enthusiastic about the centers of American civilization’ 

Mr. SHEAHAN. According to his attitude at that time we had no 
rights at all, but we had gone there for plunder. 

Mr. Krarruv. If the committee has been instructed by resolution 
of the Senate unanimously adopted to report to the Senate what, 
if any, measure should be taken to prevent the recurrence of such 
outrages: what advice would you give which might enable the eom- 
mittee to make an imtelligent report as to what, if any, measures 
should be taken to prevent a recurrence of such outrages as you 
have related ? . 

Mr. SHEAHAN. My own idea, and I think it is true of my associates. 
is that if some action could be taken by the Government of the 
United States similar to the action that was taken in Cuba, it would 
be the most pleasable methods, particularly in northern Mexico. sa¥ 
the five States in northern Mexico; that it could be handled in that 
way at less loss of life and greater protection of property, and at 
the same time it would he one of the greatest blessings I think that 
the Mexican people could possibly have. With the masses I do 
not believe it would meet anv serious objection. 

Mr. KearrvLt. Do vou thmk the Mexicans themselves would 
welcome such a measure ? 

Mr. SueaAHAN. I think so, from what I know of them. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You mean that great body of people? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Yes, sir; both rich and poor. 

Mr. KearFuL. Educated and illiterate ? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Kearrvt. Do you think that would be beneficial to the 
Mexicans as well as opposing protection to American rights? 

Mr. SHEaHAN. I know it. I am absolutely convinced on that 

point, and that it would be a blessing to them. 
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Mr. Kearrvy. Do you believe that the Mexicans generally, after 
they became convinced that the good intentions of this Govern- 
ment, would cooperate to establish permanent law and order under 
the supervision of this Government ? 

Mr. SHEeanAn. I believe they would. Yes; the masses, I think, 
would do that. They have had some opportunity to learn just what 
benefits they had when the Americans have gone in there, both in 
the mining districts, and also in agriculture and other lines. The 
conditions have been bettered instead of being as politicians in 
Mexico would have them believe. I know in our own case the 
masses of our people on our place, perhaps 98 per cent of them, 
would say they are far better off and fare better im every respect 
under our management than they ever did before. The greatest 
protests that we had after we went into Mexico were from ine 
and other haciendas in the district, that we were giving the peon 
more liberties and better pay than he had been accustomed to get- 
ting, and it was going to disturb general conditions in the Agna 
Fria Valley. 

Mr. Kearrvuev. This objection was on the part of Mexicans or 
Mexican landholders ? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Yes; and also we met with protests from managers 
of the Scotch syndicate, who were most excellent people, but they 
looked upon it as a bad move, and the only way that we could 
explain that was that 70 per cent of our work was development 
work and was not connected with the agricultural part of the work, 
and did that work that was necessary that we should put in longer 
hours, and that we were willing to pay for the services of a better 
class of people that were willing to take with those conditions and 
that we were also feeding them at our expense instead of them feed- 
ing themselves. 

fr. Kearrut. Do you think your disposition to treat them better 
than they had been treated before operated to create disturbances ? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. No, sir; not at all. 

Mr. Kearrun.. How could people derive any benefits from the 
revolution that you had seen ? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. No. On two different occasions our store has been 
stripped of everything that was in it in the wav of overalls and that 
class of stock that we kept for the working class of people, and at 
our own expense we have replenished that, giving it out to the peons 
on the place, so that they could be protected. 

Mr. Kearrvun. They have been in a condition of poverty ? 

Mr. Sneanan. Very much so. 

Mr. Kearruu. And starvation ? 

Mr. SuHeauan. Nearly so; many of the older people are quite so. 
That is the hard part of it, when the Mexican people themselves, 
poor and old, people who can work a small tract of land and raise 

eans are robbed, when their own people will come along and deliber- 
ately take their stocks of supplies. The strong able-bodied soldier 
that could work and earn his own living will rob the poor peon who 
is old and crippled. 

Mr. Kearrut. I believe that is all I care to ask. Is there anything 
further you would like to say ? 

Mr. Saranan. I do not know of anything further that I could give 
any information about further than that I might say in connection 
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with the schools that the school we have established was, we felt. 
one of the best moves that we ever made. We established, as | 
said, a good school there, a two-room school, and hired a teacher at 
our own expense. That met with some opposition from the Catholic 
Church when we first started it. They thought that a school ought 
to be under their control and provision. 

Mr. KrearFrut. Was the opposition on the part of the Catholic 
Church sustained by the civil authorities ? ; 

Mr. SHEAHAN. To my knowledge, it was never referred to the civil 
authorities. It was a matter between the priests and ourselves. 

Mr. KearFruL. You did establish a school under your own super- 
vision ? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KearFrut. What became of the school after the revolution got 
into control ? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. It went to pieces. 

Mr. KearFut. There is no school there now ? 

Mr. SHEAHAN. No; there is no school there now, and there is no 
church there now—that is, no services. 

Mr. Kearrut. Is there anything further you wish to tell the 
committee ? 

Mr. SuEAWAN. Nothing further. 

Mr. Kearrut. The committee are very much obliged to you. 

(Thereupon, at 11.20 o’clock a. m., the committee adjourned.) 
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Washinaton, D. C. 
The following testimony was taken at Washington, D. C., April 29, 
1920, by Francis J. Kearful, Esq., in pursuance of an order of the 
subcommittee of the Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate. 


TESTIMONY OF SHERBURNE G. HOPKINS. 


(The witness was duly sworn by Mr. Kearful.) 

Mr. KearruL. Please state vour name? 

Mr. Hopkins. Sherburne G. Hopkins. 

Mr. Kearruv. And your age? 

Mr. Hopkins. Fifty-one. 

Mr. Kearrcv. Your occupation ? 

Mr. Hopkins. Lawver. 

Mr. KearruL. Your office is located where? 

Mr. Hopkins. 723 Fifteenth Street NW., Washington, D. C. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Were you ever engaged as attorney for Venustiano 
Carranza, the present President of Mexico ? 

Mr. Hopkins. I was consulted by that gentleman, as chief of the 
revolutionary cause, at various times between April 1, 1913, and 
September 15, 1914. 

r. KEARFUL. Were you in Washington at the time of what was 
known as the Niagara conference, in June, 1914? 

Mr. Hopkins. I was. 

Mr. KrearFu.. That was a conference between representatives of 
President Huerta and representatives of this Government, for the 
purpose of settling the difficulties that then existed between the two 
governments, was it not? 

Mr. Hopkins. It was. 

Mr. KrarFruL. Do you remember whether or not, in the course of 
that conference, there was an understanding that an embargo upon 
arms and ammunition going to Mexico would be laid by this Govern- 
ment, and that such an embargo was laid ? 

Mr. Horkins. Such is my understanding. 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you remember whether or not it is true, as 
testified by Mr. Buckley, that, in violation of the terms of that agree- 
ment and of that embargo, a shipment of arms and ammunition went 
on the Antilla from this country to Tampico? 

Mr. Hopkins. My understanding is that subsequent to the arrange- 
Ment mentioned, a shipment of arms was made on the Cuban steam- 
ship Antilla, sailing from New York to Tampico, and the ammunition 
was there delivered. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did you have any knowledge of the circumstance, 
as testified to by Mr. Buckley, that that was done with the knowledge 
and consent of Secretary Bryan ? 
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Mr. Horkrxs. I know that intimations were conveved to the repre- 
sentatives of the revolutionary party in the United States that ther 
would be permitted to ship munitions of war from ports of the United 
States to Cubha, and that this Government would close its eves to the 
fact that the vessels would not proceed to Cuba, but would proceed 
to Tampico; that in doing that the vessels would be subject toa 
nominal fine. As a result, several cargoes were shipped from Texas 

orts, the vessels were fined, and the fines subsequently remitted by 
authority of the Secretary of the Treasury. f 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you know John Lind? 

Mr. Horkrins. I know Mr. Lind. 

Mr. Kearrut. What was his connection with the American Gor- 
ernment at that time ? 

Mr. Horkins. [ never met Mr. Lind but twice, on each occasion 
most casually. On the first occasion I met him in the café at the 
Willard, when I was introduced to him by some newspaper men, I 
think, shortly after the embargo to which you refer had been laid. 
Mr. Lind, upon ascertaining that I occupied the relationship to Mr. 
Carranza that [ did, spoke to me quite freely about the situation in 
Mexico. 

Mr. Kearrvun. Before going into that, Mr. Hopkins, the question 
was, What connection did Mr. Lind have at that time with this 
Government ? 

Mr. Horxins. Confidential agent of the Department of State at 
Mexico City. 

Mr. Krearrurt. He was known as the personal representative of 
President Wilson, was he not 2 

Mr. Horxrns. He was popularly so known. 

Mr. Kearrct. Was there at that time in Washington a revolu- 
tionary junta in the interest of the Carranza revolution ? 

Mr. Hopkins. There was a confidential agency accredited here, the 
head of which was Mr. Rafael Zubaran, together with one or two 
secretaries. At the same time Mr. Luis Cabrera was here unofiicially, 
working more or less in harmony with Mr. Zubaran. 

Mr. Kearru. Mr. Buckley testified, page 793 of the record: 

Mr. Lind, personal representative of the President and active Carranza revolu- 
tionary agent, was then in ieee Aa extremely busy as a messenger between the 
Carranza revolutionary junta and the State Department. 

Do vou regard that as a correct statement of Mr. Lind’s activities! 

Mr. HopkIns. There is no doubt but what Mr. Lind circulated very 
freely in revolutionary circles, according to my recollection, and my 
further understanding js that his compensation as a representative 
of the Department of State did not cease until a subsequent date. 

Mr. Kearrvyi. Mr. Buckley further testified, on the same page: 

On June 6a million cartridges were shipped on the steamshi p Sunshine from Galves- 
ton to Tampico. Thereafter the schooners Sunshine, Gram pus, and Susan made 9X 
trips from Galveston to Tampico, each time carrying shipments of war material to the 
Carranza revolutionaries; all these boats, according to the speech of Representative 
Rogers, previously referred to, were consigned to Habana, but tby stress of water 
they were blown to Tampico.” 

Is that a fair statement of the shipments that you were referring 
to a moment ago ? 

Mr. Horxins. My understanding is that it jis a correct statement. 

Mr. Kearrcy. I have here from the Congressional Library a Copy 
of the New York Herald of Tuesday, June 30, 1914, which purports 
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to contain a facsimile letter addressed by vou to Mr. Carranza, at 
that time known as the first chief of the constitutionalists. Will 
vou please state whether or not that is a correct facsimile of a letter 
that vou sent to Mr. Carranza ? 

Mr. Hopkins. That is a correct facsimile of the draft of a letter 
which I made to be sent to Mr. Carranza, and which was subsequently 
dispatched. 

Mr. Krarrur. The letter is dated May 8, 1914, and in it vou make 
the following statement: 

Mr. Lind told me recently, and as he has subsequently intimated to Mr. Villareal 
that in case it was found impracticable to permit the exportation of war material, that 
vou should arrange to export such as was needed rrom some port on the Gulf, preferably 
Mobile or Pensacola, in small vessels to Cula, which upon arrival at some port on that 
island might alter their course to the mouth of the Rio Bravo. 1 have discussed this 
matter with Mr. Santiago Winfield, who knows the country in that locality and who 
informs me that large schooners or steamers of moderate size can approach within 
half a mile of a place called ‘‘Barril,’’ a few miles south of the mouth of the river, 
where the cargo could be easily landed in launches, Mr. Lind assured me very posi- 
tively that there would be no interference whatsoever with shipments made jn this 
way, and in case Tampico is not taken I respectfully invite your special attention to 
the matter. ~ 

Mr. Lind testified before this committee day before yesterday. 
The paragraph just read to vou was read to him. and he was asked 
whether he had given the advice and made the assurances stated by 
vou in that paragraph, and he very positively and emphatically 
denied ever having given such advice or made such assurances. 
What have vou to say in regard to it? 

Mr. Hopxixs. T stated in answer to a previous question, I was 
introduced to Mr. Lind at the Willard Hotel, 1 think by a newspaper 
man, a friend of mine, during the lunch hour. In the course of the 
conversation which followed, which involved ammunition supplies, 
Mr. Lind advised me that shipments might be made from southern 
ports to the Mexican coast via Habana, all vessels leaving American 
ports with ammunition to clear for a port in Cuba, thereafter altering 
their course and proceeding to the coast of Mexico. That, he stated, 
would avoid any complications, whereas the embargo was of such 
a niture that ammunition would not be permitted to go acrossthe 
frontier: that is to say, across the Rio Grande or Rio Bravo. 

Mr. Kearruc. Then, as I understand you, the statements made by 
you in the paragraph just quoted, and.which Mr. Lind denied, were 
true ? 

Mr. Hopkins. Absolutely correct, written contemporaneously with 
the assurances given me by Mr. Lind. ) 

Mr. KearruL. How would vou account for Mr. Lind’s denial? 

Mr. Hopkixs. I have no idea, unless possibly he has forgotten the 
conversation. 

Mr. Kearruv. He denied having any knowledge whatever of any 
arrengement for the shipment of arms or ammunition to the revolu- 
tionaries in evasion of the embargo or otherwise, and denied having 
any knowledge or ever having heard of any such shipments heving 
been made. Do you know whether at that time he was interested in 
the motter of aiding the revolution under Carranze in this manner 2 

Mr. Hopkins. The tone of the conversation was distinctly in favor 
of the revolutionary cause, and I understood his suggestions to me 
to have been made for the purpose of having it communicated to the 
proper authorities, who would make shipments. It was for that 

reason thet I wrote Mr. Carranza. 
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Mr. KearFvt. Please state whether or not the shipments referred 
to i your letter as being advised by Mr. Lind were subsequently 
made. 

Mr. Hopkins. They were. 

Mr. KrearruL. And they were made by ships clearing for a Cuban 
port and diverted to Mexico? 

Mr: Horkins. They were. 

Mr. KearFut. And their cargoes were delivered ? 

Mr. Hopkins. They were, except two, which I think were sunk 
en route, subsequently salvaged, and resold to the Carranza govern- 
ment. ° 

Mr. Kearruv. Do you remember another letter written by you to 
Mr. Carranza on May 10, 1914, in which you state that President 


Wilson— 


has discreetly permitted it to be known that in his opinion why you (Carranza) should 
not consent to mediation in respect to the internal affairs of Mexico, because in the 
opinion of the American Government, as in your own opinion, the only way to pacify 
the country would be the complete triumph of the revolution. 


Mr. Hopkins. That is my peed aap 

Mr. Krarrut. Did you know it to be the sentiment of President 
Wilson at that time that the only way to pacify Mexico would be by 
the complete triumph of the Carranza revolution ? 

Mr. Horxins. I think that impression was general among news- 
paper men who visited the White House and who gained their im- 
pressions from conversations with persons high in authority. | 

Mr. KEARFUL. Do you remember this statement in a letter written 
by you at that time to Mr. Carranza: 

In respect to the proposition for mediation for a peaceful solution of the present 
struggle, I trust that you will not permit yourself to be influenced in any way by Mr. 
Brvan, who in my opinion will be disposed to sacrifice any great principle in the 
interest of his own political career. That is being demonstrated every day and 18 
well known to the majority of political observers. 


Do you remember that ? ; 

Mr. Hopktys. I do; and those were my sentiments then and those 
are my sentiments now. 

Mr. Krarrut. What reason do you have to believe that Mr. 
Bryan, with respect to this particular matter, would be disposed to 
sacrifice principle in the interest of his own political career ? 

Mr. Hopkins. My impression was that if Mr. Bryan through nego- 
tiations or otherwise might bring about a situation hich would 
compel Carranza to enter into engagements which would limit the 
objects of the revolution, that he might, if it suited his purpose, 
compel Carranza to adopt a course by which those ends would be 
defeated. 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you remember stating further in that letter 
along the same line as follows: | 

It is for that reason that I have looked upon the offers of mediation by Argentina. 
Brazil, and Chile with much apprehension, feeling that Mr. Bryan might in some 
way so ally himself to their purposes as to neutralize. the present dominant position 
which the revolutionists enjoy. Mr. Bryan pretends to be a great apostle of peace 
and because of that pretension has invariably indicated a willingness to embark ob 
a peace-at-any-price policy. 

Do you remember making that statement ? 

Mr. Horxrys. I did make such a statement. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Was that a true statement as to Mr. Bryan’s position? 
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Mr. Hopkins. I consider it so, as demonstrated by subsequent 
events. 

Mr. KEARFUL. In the same letter do you remember making this 
statement: 

Mr. Lind is as much opposed to mediation or compromise as vou yourself. enjoying 
the confidence of the President, and can, I believe, speak with more authority than 
Mr. Bryan. ; 

Mr. Horxins. That is the impression I gained at the time. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You remember making that statement, do you? 

Mr. Hopxins. I do. 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you believe that to be a correct statement of 
the position of confidence enjoyed by Mr. Lind? 

Mr. Hopkins. I do. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did you gain that impression by reason of your 
connection with the revolutionary enterprise of Carranza, as his legal 
adviser here? | 

Mr. Hopkins. I gained that impression through the two conversa- 
tions that I had with Mr. Lind, through conversations that I had 
with others who had discussed the matter with Mr. Lind, and through 
conversations with representatives of Carranza in Washington who 
had also talked to Mr. Lind. 

Mr. KeEARFUL. Who were those representatives of Carranza? 

Mr. Horxins. Don Felicitos Villareal, who at that time was acting 
as secretary of the department of finance of the Carranza Govern- 
ment; Mr. Zubaran, and others whom I can not remember, including 
many newspaper men. 

Mr. KEARFUL. By the way, do you know what became of Felicitos 
Villareal 3 

Mr. Horxins. I do. 

Mr. KearruL. Will you please state what became of him? 

Mr. Horxins. He died. He was imprisoned by Carranza in the 
latter part of 1915, if I recall correctly, was kept in the penitentiary 
in Mexico City for about two years, and upon his release died. 

Mr. KrearruL. What was his offense ? 

Mr. Hopxins. Hostility to Carranza personally. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did it have any connection with his duty as minister 
of finance and in refusing to obey the orders of Carranza in connec- 
tion with the issue of paper money ? 

Mr. Horxins. That is true. He did refuse to permit his name to 
be used on a certain issue of paper money ordered by Carranza during 
the year 1915, as a result of which he abandoned Carranza and took 
sides with what was known as the convention government. Subse- 
quently he was arrested by Carranza’s order and confined in the 
peultentiary. until shortly before his death. He was one of the best 

fexicans I ever knew, by the way. 

Mr. Krarrut. Did he plone to that class of young Mexicans who 
have sometimes been referred to as having joined the Carranza revo- 
lution with enthusuastic patriotism for the progress of the country 
and who subsequently became disillusioned ? 

Mr. Horxıns. Yes, sir. Villareal was a man of very superior edu- 
cation, a very practical man. He had great hopes in the future of 
his country. e became disillusioned through the selfishness of Car- 
ranza and his great desire to center all power in himself at no matter 
what cost to the country. i 
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Mr. Kearrur. lid you have any knowledge of the connection, if 
any, between John Lind and Carranza ? 

Mr. Hopkins. I have no personal knowledge. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Is it true, as testified to heretofore, that he was 
very active in procuring the recognition by this Government of the 
Carranza Government as the Government of Mexico? 

Mr. Hopkins. I have heard of it only. My relation to the Car- 
ranza Government ceased in September, 1914. 

Mr. Kearrci. What were the circumstances attending the sever- 
ance of vour relation to the Carranza Government ? 

Mr. Hopkins. At the City of Mexico one day Mr. Carranza advised 
me that after serious consideration he had decided that a lengthy 
preconstitutional period would be essential before reestablishing 4 
real civil government; that is to say, before reestablishing the con- 

stitutional order. I had been for a long time very much opposed to 
any such idea, because I foresaw a looting of the country in the 
event the constitutional order Was not immediately restored upon 
the triumphant entry of the revolutionary forces into the capital. 
I had endeavored in every possible way to impress:upon Mr. Car- 
ranza the absolute necessity for such a course: First, in the interest 
of good government; second, as a vindication of the revolutionary 
cause. As a matter of fact, the revolution was initiated because of 
the overthrow of government and defeat of the constitution by 
Huerta. Therefore, I maintain it was the duty of the revolutionists, 
after the overthrow of Huerta, to restore the constitution forthwith, 
and I frequently told Mr. Carranza that was my opinion; that if he 
did not follow that course, he would stultify himself. Hence, when 
he advised me that in his opinion a lengthy preconstitutional perio 
would be essential before restoring the constitution, I asked his per- 
mission to retire and immediately returned to Washington. Since 
that time I have had no correspondence or relationship with him. 

Mr. Kearruv. Was it the fundamental basis of the revolution by 
Carranza that the constitution of 1857, as subsequently amende 
during the time of Diaz, would be reestablished ? i 

Mr. Hopkins. It was; it was upon that basis that he gained the 
adherence of the better classes. 

Mr. Kearrvuc. And also gained the sympathy of the American 


people. 

Mr. Hopkins. Most decidedly. 
Mr. Kearecus. The very name of the movement was a catchword, 
indicating that as the fundamental basis of the revolution, as they 


understood it, Was it not ? 

Mr. Horkixs. The very name adopted by the revolutionists indi- 
cated its purpose. 

Mr. Kearrct. What was that name? 

Mr. Hopkins. The Constitutionalist Forees, Ejercito Consti- 
tucionalista. You will understand, in this connection, from the 
name adopted, that Carranza evidently as far back as 1914 had the 
idea of perpetuating himself in power. No one dreamed of it at the 
time, but now we can see it all. He refused to establish a provisiona 
government, and even the paper money issued by his authority bore 
no other obligation than that of the Constitutionalist Forces, © 
which he was the first chief. He adopted that means in order to 
semblance of conflict with the principles of * no reelection.” 


avoid any : 
he symbol of the previous revolution Jed by Madero 


which was t 
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against President Diaz. He believed that, upon the triumph of the 
revolution, instead of being provisional president, by continuing his 
po as first chief, he might seek election, and thereby hold office 
or a further period of four years. It was with that end in view, 
that upon the triumph of the cause in August, 1914, he soon there- 
after assumed the powers of the government, styling himself “first 
chief of the Constitutionalist Forces, encharged with the executive 
power,” notwithstanding the plan of Guadalupe, which was the basic 
plan of the revolution, required him to assume the provisional presi- 
dency. Subsequent events have shown his true motive. 
_ Mr. KEARFUL. You mean the provisional presidency under the 
constitution ? 

Mr. Hopkins. The provisional presidency for the purpose of 
calling an election. | 

Mr. Kearrur. Under the constitution ? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes, sir; and under the plan of Guadelupe also. 
Subsequent events have shown why he adopted that policy. 

Mr. KEarFuL. To what events do vou refer? 

Mr. Hopkins. His actions during the last three years, looking to 
his continuance in power beyond the constitutional period, and in 
violation of the spirit of the Mexican constitution, thereby inviting 
revolution. 

Mr. Kearruu. What acts have you in mind ? 

Mr. Hopkins. The removal of constitutionally elected governors of 
the several States: the use of the military in browheating the people; 
the naming of military governors in States where the people were 
entitled to elect them: the use of the military for electioneering pur- 
poses, and the inauguration of a generally unsettled condition from 
one end of Mexico to the other, hoping thereby to bring about a 
state of things that would enable him to either declare an election 
impossible or to nullify such election‘as might be held, in order that 
a subservient congress might name him as president ad interim to 
eee matters. 

Kerarrc.. Do you regard the government of Carranza as a 
success in the reestablishment of peace and order throughout Mexico. 

Mr. Hopkins. His government has been a ghastly failure. He had 
every opportunity possible under the circumstances, but cast every 
chance to the winds, thinking only of his own political future and 
ambition for power. | 

Mr. Krearruv. In what respect has it been a failure? 

Mr. Hopkins. He has neither complied with his promises, pacified 
the country, or inaugurated the reforms demanded by the people. — - 

Mr. Kearrct. Has he complied with any of the governmental 
international obligations ? 

Mr. Hopkins. Ít is one of the greatest problems in Mexico to-day, 
one of the problems that has done more to excite the people against 
him than any other thing. In fact, it is one of the bases of the 
present revolution against his authority. 

Mr. Kearruc. What has he done, if anything, towards the dis- 
charge of the financial obligations of Mexico ? 

Mr. Hopkins. Absolutely nothing. 

Mr. KeEarruL. It is stated that the revenues under the Carranza 
tule have been very much larger than they were under the rule of 


Porfirio Diaz. 
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Mr. Hopkins. I have been given to so understand. 

Mr. Kearrut. What, if you know, has been done with those 
receipts, since no international financial obligations have been dis- 
charged ? 

Mr. Horxins. No one knows. That is one of the reasons that the 
people are demanding his exit at the present time. 

Mr. Kearrut. What, if you know, has been his attitude toward 
foreigners and foreign interests in Mexico, especially Americans and 
American interests during the past three or four years ? 

Mr. Hopkins. As a general proposition his attitude has been one 
of hostility. ; 

Mr. KearruL. Do you know how he has manifested that? 
` Mr. Hopxrns. He has failed to give adequate protection; he has 
not pauna development that only foreign capital extends. 

r. KearFuL. Have you ever heard Luis Cabrera express his senti- 
ments with respect to Americans operating in Mexico and their 
property ? 

Mr. Hopkins. No, I never have, personally. 

Mr. Kearrut. What, if you know, are the fundamental bases of 
the present revolution in Mexico, which originated in the State of 
Sonora some time ago ? 

Mr. Horxins. The people of Mexico generally have been in a great 
state of unrest for a lengthy period, due to the administration of 

ublic affairs by the Carranza government, which has complied with 
none of its promises or obligations and which apparently has had for 
its only object the vesting of power in Carranza himsel and his con- 
tinuation in oflice. The climax came when Carranza sent for Ignacio 
Bonillas, his ambassador to Washington, and named him as the ¢al- 
didate of the Civilista party for the presidency, that party being 
without membership or support of any kind, save by three or four 
gentlemen of Carranza’s political family. 

There never was such a thing heard of in Mexico City. That 
aroused a greater ill fecling than ever. And when Carranza, in order 
to rivet his hold upon the situation, initiated a movement looking to 
the military occupation of the State of Sonora, in order to do away 
with the authority of the State government, and remove the cob- 
stitutional governor, the people of the State as a body rose up 2 
arms, with the result that the legislature adopted a resolution sus- 
pending relations with the Federal Government until such time 8 
their sovereign rights might be restored and respected. 

Mr. Kearrut. What, if you know, is the attitude of the leaders of 
that revolution toward foreign operators in Mexico, especi 
Americans ¢ 

Mr. Hopxins. The leader of that revolution against the Car- 
ranza government is Gen. Alvaro Obregon, of the State of Sonora, 
who was Carranza’s principal military chief during the revolution 0 
1913 and 1914. He formerly commanded the army corps in the 
northwest, and participated in the taking of Mexico City in August, 
1914. Since he announced his candidacy in numerous speeches he 
has denounced the Carranza government because of its attitude 
toward foreign governments and toward foreigners, claiming that it Is 
the duty of Mexico to accord that same treatment to foreigners whic 

Mexico receives 1n other countries; also that it was the duty of the 
Mexican Government to respect all vested rights, and that if he were 
elected president he would guarantee that all rights acquired previous 
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to the adoption of the 1917 constitution would be in every way 
respected. In numerous other respects Gen. Obregon has shown an 
absolutely sane appreciation of the duties of the country, as well as 
its international o fications: asserting that it was absolutely essential 
that Mexico cultivate by all means the friendliest relations with her 
neighbors, and not to be constantly annoying them. 

Mr. KearFut. Are the followers of Obregon in full accord with him 
in those sentiments ? 

Mr. Hoprins. Absolutely; in every respect. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Do you believe that Obregon and his followers in 
the new revolution are sincere in the expression of their sentiments ? 

Mr. Hopxins. I most assuredly do. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did you arrive at that opinion from personal con- 
tact with them ? 

Mr. Hopkins. I did; and I may add that Gen. Obregon’s entire 
career shows him to be a man of singular pon tency and tenacity of 

urpose. He himself can not be described as a politician. He is a 
armer, who has never been engaged in politics until comparatively 
recently. He is supported by the best elements in the country, a 
good many of whom have been either educated in the United States 
or who have spent a good deal of time here and have been afforded 
opportunity to study’ the science of government and industrial 
development. These men are solidly behind Obregon. | 

Mr. KEARFUL. Are you familiar with Mexican history ? 

Mr. Hopkins. Reasonably so. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Can you recall any instance in the history of 
Mexico where a military leader has achieved a signal victory and 
turned over the results of his victory to a civilian chief ? 

Mr. Horxins. Yes; Obregon himself achieved a victory in 1914, 
and turned the results over to Carranza. 

Mr. KearFruu. Do you know of any other instance in- Mexican 
history where that has occurred ? 

Mr. Hopxins. Unless we refer to Gen. Diaz turning over the gov- 
ernment to Gonzalez. ; 

Mr. KeEARFUL. That was generally understood to be under the 
hand of Diaz, notwithstanding the four years of Gonzalez. 

Mr. Hopkins. Quite true. Nevertheless, he turned the govern- 
ment over to Gonzalez. 

Mr. Kearru.. And after four years took it himself. 

Mr. Hopxins. Again. 


only instance in the history of Mexico where a military chief turned 


over the fruits of a signal victory has been that of Obregon when he ©! t 


defeated Villa in 1915? 

Mr. Horxins. Yes. At that time Gen. Obregon returned to his 
farm in Sonora and remained there continuously until he began to 
campaign for the presidency. 

Mr. KearFut. I believe that is all I care to ask. Is there anything 
further you would like to state? 

Mr. Hopxins. I do not think so, Judge. 

Mr. KEARFUL. I am very much obliged to you. 

(Thereupon, the committee adjourned for the noon recess.) 
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FRIDAY, APRIL 30, 1920. 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS, 
Washington, D. C. 


The following testimony was taken at Washington, D. C., April 30, 
1920, by Francis J. Kearful, Esq., in pursuance of an order of the 
subcommittee of the Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate. 


TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM WESLEY CANADA, 


(The witness was duly sworn by Mr. Kearful.) 

Mr. KearFuL. Will you please give vour full name? 

Mr. Canapa. William Wesley Canada. 

Mr. Kearrc.t. Where do you live now? 

Mr. Canapa. My home is at Winchester, Ind. 

Mr. Kearrut. What is your age? 

Mr. Canapa. Seventy. | 

Mr. KeArFuL. What experience have you had in the American 
Consular Service in Mexico ? e 

Mr. Canapa. I was in the American Consular Service in Mexico 
20 years, 10 months and a few days. 

Mr. KearruL. Between what dates? 

Mr. CANADA. 1897 and 1918. 

Mr. KrearFut. Was that service continuous ? 

Mr. Canapa. It was continuous from the time I was first appointed 
up to the time I resigned. 

Mr. Kearrut. How does that length of service compare with the 
service of other American consuls in Mexico? 

Mr. Canapa. I served longer than any other man in Mexico, as 
consul. 

Mr. KearruL. How, if vou know, does that length of service com- 
pare with the length of service of other American consuls in the whole 
world ? 

Mr. Canapa. In examining the record, I think there was one who 
propenly served a few days longer than I did or I served a few days 
onger than he did, I do not now just remember which. The list 
of consuls will show. 

Mr. KEARFUL. At what point in Mexico were you located ? 

Mr. CANADA. Vera Cruz, Mexico, the city of Vera Cruz, in the 
State of Vera Cruz. I also had for a while Fronteras, Salina Cruz, 
Coatzacoalcos, now the Port of Mexico, Tlacotalpam, and a short time 
I had Tuxpan, as agent, all reporting to the Vera Cruz consul. Part 
of that time I was Cuban consul, if that has anything to do with it. 
I served as Cuban consul until they appointed their own consul, at 
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the request of the Cuban Government and by the consent of the 
American Government. 

D KeBroL: That was in addition to your duties as American 
consul ? l 

Mr. Canapa. Yes, sir; in addition to my duties as American consul, 
the first Cuban consul they ever had there. 

Mr. KearFrut. While you were consul at Vera Cruz did you come 
in contact constantly with the officials of the Mexican Government! 

Mr. Canapa. Daily, almost. 

Mr. KEARFUL. State your relations with them in the beginning of 
your work there, as to cordiality. 

Mr. Canapa. Very good. There was no friction. I was able to 
procure for Americans or Cubans protection in all the complaints 
that would come in that were proper. Those that were not proper, 
we usually settled them ourselves before we went to any officials. 
I was able to fet any American out of jail. If he was put in late at 
night, I would get him out, on my own word. Those that were not 
bailable I was able to go to the jefe politico or judge and borrow 
them. I don’t know just what that means. They said they would 
loan them to me, and I borrowed them, in a number of cases that 
were not bailable. l 

Mr. KearruL. Under your promise to be responsible for their 
appearance ? 

Mr. Canapa. I always promised to be responsible for them. 

Mr. KEARFUL. And you never failed ? 

Mr. CanapbaA. I never failed during the first 15 or 16 years. 

Mr. Kearrut. When, jf ever, did those relations change between 
you and the Mexican officials ? 

Mr. Canapa. Not until after the first chicf, Carranza, had put 
Huerta out, as we called it. In the last days of Huerta I had some 
trouble to have my requests complied with, in releasing one or two 
prisoners whom I had asked for. Then I was told by my Govern- 
ment to take my own plans for it, and I went over the heads of all 
officials and went direct to Gen. Huerta. 

Mr. Kearrut. Mr. John Lind testified the other day that the only 
hostility he found in Mexico against Americans was on the part 0 
the supporters of Gen. Tluerta. What have you to say in regard to 
that? 

Mr. Canapa. I have a great deal of respect for John Lind, but my 
experience was different. 

fr. KearruL. Was it precisely contrarv ? 

Mr. Canapa. Huerta granted all my requests. 

Mr. KearFrut. What was Huerta’s attitude toward Americans 
prior to the landing of the American forces at Vera Cruz? 

Mr. Canapa. Friendly. 

Mr. KearruL. Did he afford them lawful protection and security! 

Mr. Canapa. So far as my jurisdiction was concerned, he did. 
could not. speak for others. 

Mr. Kearrut. What was his attitude after the taking of Vera 
Cruz? l 

Mr. Canapa. Up to the day he left his attitude toward me was 
correct, but rumor had it that he was very hostile against Americans; 
not so much against Americans, I think, as it was against the Amer 
can Government. 
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Mr. KearFut. In particular, against President Wilson, was it not ? 

Mr. CanaDA. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearruu. Mr. Samuel Guy Inman, who testified before the 
committee, made the statement that at the time of the taking of 
Vera Cruz Gen. Huerta issued an order for the imprisonment of 
Americans, and that many Americans, including American consuls 
in Mexico, were imprisoned and were not released until the places 
where they were imprisoned were taken by the Constitutionalist 
forces. Is that correct ? 

Mr. Canapa. I never saw that order. I had heard that some of 
them were imprisoned. I used my influence for some of them, Jeff 
Bruce, to get him out. That was in the northern part of Mexico, 
and I don’t know the details or facts in the cases. In the State of 
Vera Cruz there were no consuls arrested, no consuls molested. The 
consul at Tlacotalpan and one or two others were held a few hours, 
but upon my request they were turned loose and came on down to 
the consulate. 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you remember the circumstance that it was 
reported at Mexico City to Gen. Huerta that the American forces at 
Vera Cruz were holding Mexicans there, and that the order which he 
gave for detaining Americans was by way of reprisal for the deten- 
tion of Mexicans in Vera Cruz, and that when he found out that 
Mexicans were not detained in Vera Cruz, he freely allowed the 
Americans to depart ? 

Mr. Canapa. I heard of that order, but if he held anybody in 
reprisal, it was people that were on the road from their homes to 
Vera Cruz. There were some down on the railroad that were taken 
off the train at Cordoba, but I wired direct and they were turned 
loose and allowed to come down. They claimed there was some 
abuse. They claimed they were abused some. But Americans 
went and came freely in a short time afterwards. I am speaking of 
the last days of Huerta. 

Mr. Kearru.. Do you remember the circumstance of the imprison- 
ment of an American physician, named Dr. Ryan, in the interior of 
Mexico, and his release by Huerta ? ; 

Mr. CANADA. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearruy. What was that} 

Mr. Canapa. I got a cablegram from the State Department that 
Dr. Ryan was in prison in some town in the northern part of Mexico; 
I don’t remember the name of it, and was to be shot the next morning 
at 5 o’clock; to procure his release if possible, using my own methods. 
I went over the heads of everybody and sent a telegram direct to 
Gen. Huerta. He answered back that he knew nothing about it 
now, but would investigate and have it prevented, and have Dr, 
Ryan brought to him and then send him to Vera Cruz. I sent 
that to the State Department, which seemed to plese them, as Mr. 
Bryan, the Secretary, said Ryan was his personal friend. Dr. Ryan 
was brought to Mexico City; was sent down to Cordoba, then over to 
Tlacotalpam, and up to Vera Cruz on a boat, and reported to the 
consul’s office. 

Mr. Krarrut. To your knowledge, did Gen. Huerta, even after the 
taking of Vera Cruz, show any hostility toward individual Americans 
or to their property interests in Mexico ? 

Mr. Canapa. No, sir; not to my knowledge. 
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Mr. KeEARFUL. What circumstances attended the beginning of that 
change of relations between yourself as American consul and the 
Mexican officials under First Chief Carranza? 

Mr. Canapa. What was the first circumstance that happened? 

Mr. KEARFUL. Yes. 

Mr. Canaba. Well, Americans were complaining that thev had left 
their property and it was being destroyed; and I would go down and 
make a protest, and he would promise to send protection and never 
did so. That was repeated every dav or two for months. J] would 
go down and ask that some protection be extended, and he would 
promise it, but would not give it. Tf Americans got locked un I 
would go down and try to get them out of jail or prison, and they 
would promise me thet to-morrow they would see to it. T had his 
promises, but very few 7 got out. He would cause newspaper men 
to be arrested and locked up, as well as individuals. His conduct 
was that of a person that hated the Americans. 

Mr. Kearrur., Do vou remember a banquet that was given in 
Vera Cruz to First Chief Carranza on Getober 26, 19142 

Mir, CANADA. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Krarrc.. Did you and other foreign consuls attend that 
banquet ? 

Mr. CANADA. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrut. Was Carranza present throughout the proceedings! 

Mr. Caxapa. He was. 

Mr. Kearrut. Who was the principal speaker at that banquet? 

Mr. Caxapa. Luis Cabrera. 

Mr. KearrtL. What positions has Luis Cabrera held with the Car- 
ranza Government ? 

Mr. Canapa. Í am unable to name the different positions which he 
held, but he was one of the cabinet officers. 

Mr. KearreL. Do you recollect the speech that Cabrera made at 
that banquet? 

Mr. Canapa. Irecollect a part of it. I never will forget a part of it. 

Mr. Kearrer.. Can vou give the substance of what he said in ref- 
erence to his attitude and the attitude of the Carranza Government 
toward the Americans and their property interests in Mexico 4 

Mr. Canapa. My recollection is that he said the Carranza Govern- 
ment—he was speaking for the Carranza Government and Carranza’s 
attitude. I don’t remember that he said it was his personal attitude, 
but he said that they were going to drive the Americans out, take 
their property, Were not going to allow them to buy any more, and 
wanted me to tell my Government. He said something similar to the 
English and Cubans, but not quite so strong, as | remember it, which 
annoyed the consuls very much. The English and Cuban consuls 
wanted to leave the banquet, which was about over. The Spanishcon- 
sul wanted to leave. I whispered to them to remain there until it was 
over. They remamed until the banquet was over and went outside 
and waited for me. I shook hands with Carranza and Luis Cabrera 
and congratulated him on his speech, that it was pretty clear and we 
understood it, and I would tell my Government, as he requested, to 
the best of my abilitv, what the policies of the Carranza Government 
were going to be. I went out and the consuls were waiting for me 
outside, and we went across to the corner just around bv the Mexican 
hotel. In substance we agreed to write out each one for himself 
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what he understood the speech to be. Then we would get together 
and blue-pencil it until we got down to what we thought were the 
facts. About that time somebody shot a gun off right close to us, 
and the German covsul adjourned. The balance of us walked away. 
However, we talked the matter over the next day, and it was printed 
in the papers.. My recollection now is they claimed the papers gave 
the substance of the speech, as well as they could. They had re- 
porters over there. It was the next day, or the next day but one. 

Mr. Krarrut. Did the papers contain a report of the speech as 
vou now have stated it? 

Mr. Canapa. In substance. 

Mr. Kearreyi. From your observation of the acts of the Carranza 
Government since that time, have the sentiments expressed by Luis 
Cabrera at that banquet been carried out ? 

Mr. Canapa. Yes, sir; and then some, I think; but they were car- 
ried out. 

Mr. Kearrcu. Did you, subsequent to that time, have any trans- 
actions directly concerning Luis Cabrera, in reference to a shipment 
of gold and silver to the United States ? 

Mr. CANADA. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearru.. What was that? 

Mr. Canapa. I received a telegram from the State Department to 
look out for gold and silver bars. An American came to me and 
reported that he had come all the wav from Salina Cruz on a train 
that was bringing silver bars to Vera Cruz that had been stolen from 
an American mining company on the west side; I don’t remember 
that place; that a great number of the bars were on the train. I 
followed them up and watched them put them in a certain bodega. 
Thinking that might be the same, I kept watch of it and tried to 
secure it, but could not. Luis Cabrera sent in an invoice in tripli- 
cate—a consular invoice, we called it—which described, as far as 
weight was concerned, the same weight, but not the exact number of 
bars. After the ship left I wired the number of the invoice to the 
United States Government. About two hours after the ship had 
left and just after I had sent the wire an American came in and 
claimed that he was hunting for gold bars taken from that same mine. 
I don’t remember the name, but I remember it was at the same place. 
It was bars he claimed had been stolen by the Carranza people. Not — 
knowing him, and knowing that spies were on the track of me all the 
time, I kad to give him any information until he about halfway 
convinced me he was who he said he was. All I did for him was, 
went and got the original invoice and laid it on the table where he 
could see it. He took the number of it—standing off to one side, I 
saw what he was doing—and some other figures from it, looked at it, 
and did some writing on a piece of paper.. I guess it was the num- 
bers, and so on. He was excited and wanted to know how he could 
get to New York before that ship did. I told him I didn’t know; I 
had no flying machine. Finally I happened to think there was a 
ship going to New Orleans, and I told him about it. He went out, 
an never saw him any more, for that boat was sailing in about 
two or three hours. Afterwards I learned indirectly that the gold 
bars were attached in New York on the same number of invoice. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did you receive any complaint from Luis Cabrera 
with respect to that transnction ? 
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Mr. CANADA. Yes, sir; after the gold bars had been attached in 
New York Luis Cabrera wrote me a letter wanting to know why | 
had given out such information. His letter to me will speak better 
for itself. He told me then who the gold bars belonged to. I think 
he said they belonged to his Government. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Do you have that original letter? 

Mr. CANADA. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearruv. And a translation of it? 

Mr. CANADA. Yes, sir; February 15, 1915; that is when it was. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Do you have any objection to putting the transla- 
tion in the record 2 

Mr. Canapa. No, sir. 

Mr. Kearruu. It may be inserted at this point. 

(The letter referred to is as follows:) 


[Translation,} 


VERA Cruz, February 8, 1915. 
Mr. Wittramw W. CANADA, 
Consul of the United States, Vera Cruz, Mexico. 

Str: Some time ago the department of the treasury, which is under my direction, 
sent to the United States some silver and gold bars which had been cast by the Mexi- 
can Government in the State of Sinaloa. 

The companies who said that they were the proprietors of the mines from which 
the metal came were interested in knowing the date that said bars left Mexico for 
the United States, to the end of taking judicial action in that country. 

As a matter of fact, upon the arrival of the metal in the city of New York we found 
that an action of replevin had been entered by the interested parties. This action, 
which we have reason to believe will not win in the long run, was taken, nevertheless, 
with the deliberate object of politically aiding our enemies, interfering with the use 
of the values which we had remitted. | 

Upon our making investigation as to how it was known beforehand in New York 
about the shipment of the bars, we have found, through private information first, 
and later through notices published in the press, that it was the American consulate 
who gave notice of the shipment of the merchandise to New York. 

As this notice has caused grievous damage to this Government, I have seen fit to 
lay same before you, to the end that you will kindly inform me as to what reason the 
consulate had for giving the telegraphic advice to which I refer. Iam, 

Respectfully, yours, 
Luis CABRERA. 


Mr. Canapa. I think I have a copy of my answer to it. 

Mr. Kearrut. Is this a copy of your answer to Mr. Luis Cabrera! 

Mr. Canapa. That is a carbon copy of my answer to Mr. Luis 
Cabrera. 

Mr. KrarruL. Will you read it into the record? 

Mr. Canapa (reads): 


Vera Cruz, Mexico, February 5, 1915. 
Lic. Lurs CABRERA, Vera Cruz. 

Dear Sir: In reply to your valued letter of February 4, in which you make inquiries 
regarding information said to have been given out relative to certain shipments, | have 
the honor to inform you that, while I should be pleased to give you any information, 
whether positive or negative, with regard to transactions taking place in this consulate, 
however, as you no doubt understand, I must first be authorized by my Government 
to do so. 

Very sincerely, yours, 
Wm. W. CANADA. 


Such actions as that made me persona non grata with Carranza 
officials. 
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Mr. KearruL. Did you report the matter of Luis Cabrera’s request 
to Washington ? 

Mr. Canana. I did, and sent a copy of the letter. 

Mr. KearruL. Did you receive any instructions in regard to giving 
him any information ? 

Mr. Canapa. I did not, and I never gave him the information he 
asked for. 

Mr. Kearrut. And the matter was closed then, so far as you were 
concerned 4 

Mr. Canapa. I considered the matter closed. : 

Mr. KearFuL. Did you know John R. Silliman? 

Mr. CANADA. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrut. Who was he, and what was his position ? 

Mr. Canapa. John R. Silliman was the consular agent up in a 
northern town called Saltillo. He was locked up, and we used our 
good offices to get him out. However, he got out; I do not know 
through what influence, but I believe that the Carranza forces let him 
out. 

Mr. Kearrut. That was at the time of the taking of Vera Cruz, 
was it? 

Mr. CanaDA. Yes, sir. He came down to Vera Cruz, and I sent 
him home; gave him money to go home on. 

Mr. KearRFUL. Saltillo was the home of Venustiano Carranza, the 
then governor of Coahuila, was it not? 

Mr. Canana. I believe it was. They say that Mr. Silliman used to 
sell him milk. He ran a dairy farm there, and was well acquainted 
with him before the revolution. He came to Vera Cruz, and went to 
the United States, and finally he came back, claiming the President 
had suspended all civil service arrangements and appointed him 
consul of the first class, $2,000 grade. Hewent back up in the interior 
some place. Carranza came to Vera Cruz and left him behind. 

Mr. KEARFUL. He was appointed as representative to negotiate 
with Carranza ? 

Mr. Canapa. Yes, sir. That was before Carranza came to Vera 
Cruz, and before he ever came to Vera Cruz. Carranza came to Vera 
Cruz and left him behind. I saw one or two letters through which he 
wanted the United States Government to get him back down to 
Carranza, that he thought he still had influence with him; and I saw 
one letter where he told Carranza to watch me, that he did not think 

was a very good Carranza man—words to that effect. The Govern- 
ment appointed me as a go-between between the Government and 
Carranza. You can call it a messenger boy or ambassador, or what 
you please. I received the dispatches and presented them to Car- 
ranza under instructions. Silliman finally got down there, and then 
he received those dispatches. He was the special representative to 

arranza. 

Mr. Kearrut. What was Silliman’s attitude toward Carranza? 

Mr. Canapa. Very friendly. He always spoke in the highest terms 
of him. He told me one day that Carranza started his revolution— 
got on his horse and told him it was going to be the bloodiest revolu- 
tion that country had ever seen. About that time he was notified— 
while he was still on a horse—in the start-out it was a revolution 
against Madero, and he said he got a telegram showing Madero was 
assassinated, and he said he would start out to avenge the death of 
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Madero. Whether Mr. Carranza ever said that to Silliman or not I 
don’t know, but Silliman told me that. | 

Mr. KearruL. Was Silliman a strong advocate of the success of 
Carranza ? 

Mr. Canapa. Verv. 

Mr. Kearrun. Did he appear to have a personal interest in the 
success of Carranza ? 

Mr. Canaba. Well, I thought so. He told me one dav that if Car- 
ranza did nat succeed he would lose his beautiful home up in Saltillo. 
I think that was the town. Anyhow, he built him a ae up on 
a little hill up there, and it was mortgaged. He said if Carranza 
succeeded, he would have no trouble in keeping that fine home. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did you have any information that led you to be- 
lieve that Silliman was being paid by Carranza? 

Mr. Canapa. Mr. Kelly, a clerk of mine, was detailed to get what 
information he could about him, and to get the facts. He was a 
brother-in-law to one of Carranza’s men. He was a wireless man, l 
believe. Ie told me, “ You might go out and talk yourself black in 
the face, and vou could not make my brother-in-law or anyone else 
believe but what he is getting more pay from Carranza than from the 
United States Government.” Then again, after a while he saw dis- 
patches and reports I was going to send in. He would say, “Don't 
send that in now. That will displease Carranza.” And all such talk 
as that he would get off frequently. Finally, I didn't allow him into 
my room. I would allow him in the room, but I would not let him 
see anything that was going on or show him anything. 

Mr. Krarrun. What mformation, if any, did you have as to 
whether Silliman was conveving to Carranza confidential matters 
occurring in your office? 

Mr. Canava. He was. | 

Mr. Kearrut. Was that a common proceeding? 

Mr. Canava. Toward the last it was very common: that is, up to 
the time [ quit showing him anything, and up to the time I would 
not talk to any of the men that was around him all the time, Mr. 
Weeks, and Mr. Tupper. | 

Mr. Kearru.. Henry Allen Tupper? 

Mr. Canapa. Henry Allen Tupper. They would come in and try 
to get me to talk. i 

Mr. Kearrtun. Do you mean George F. Weeks? 

Mr. Canapa. I am not sure of the initials. He was a large man. 

Mr. Kearrun. The testimony before the committee shows he was 
a Carranza propagandist. 

Mr. Canapa. That is what he was. 

Mr. Kearrcv. The testimony also shows as to Henry Allen Tupper, 
that he was being paid by Carranza. l 

Mr. Canapa. I so considered him, and did not trust him. 

Mr. Krarret. They were the men with whom Silliman was advis- 
ing, were they ? 

Mr. Caxapa. Every morning they were the first people in his office. 
I gave him an office in the building the consulate was in, rooms that 
I had control over. Mr. Silliman and I got to be very unfriendly. 
would not follow his instructions and it seemed to peeve him. 

Mr. KEaRFCUL. About that time did you receive an annonymous 
letter threatening vour life ? 
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Mr. CANADA. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KearFvu.. Did you have any reason to believe that Mr. Silli- 
man knew of the sending of that letter before it was sent? 

Mr. Canapa. It might be some reason to me, but I doubt whether 
it would be a reason to any one else. It occurred on the patio. I 
said, “Mr. Silliman, I have got a love letter here.” He said, “I have 
been looking for you to get love letters.” He said, “Let me see it.” 
I showed it to him. He said, “I have been looking for you to get 
love letters like that. I am not surprised at it.” There were some 
other words said. I don’t remember just what they were now. I 
didn't show him anv more. i 

Mr. KearFUL. Did you know Charles A. Douglass, who was 
employed by Carranza as his legal adviser ? 

Mr. CANADA. I am not personally acquainted with him. I think 
I have seen Charles A. Douglass. He was there on one or two trips. 

Mr. Krarruc. Did you receive a letter from Mr. Bryan intro- 
ducing Douglass to you and commending him to-vou ? 

Mr. Canapa. Yes, sir; if that is the Charles A. Douglass; I got a 
letter from Mr. Bryan introducing Mr. Douglass to me, and Mr. 
Douglass called once or twice at the office. 

Mr. KearFut. Is this the letter? 

Mr. Canapa. That is the letter. 

Mr. Kearru.. What is the date of it? 

Mr. Canapa. February 16, 1915. 

Mr. KearFrut. When was it received at the consulate ? 

Mr. Canapa. March 4, 1915. 

Mr. KearFut. Please read it to the reporter. 

Mr. Canapa (reading): 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, D. C., February 16, 1915. 

Drar Mr. Canana: This will introduce to you Judge Charles A. Douglass, of this 
city, the local attorney for Carranza representatives in this city. He is visiting 
Gen. Carranza, and I am glad to make you acquainted with him. If. while he is 
there. we have any matters to take up with Gen. Carranza, he will be willing. as he 
is anxious to assist in smoothing out difficulties. I commend him to your confidence 
aud courtesy. 

Very truly, W. J. BRYAN. 

That was addressed to “W. W. Canada, American consul, Vera 
Cruz,” at the bottom. 

I don’t think Mr. Douglass ever came into my private office after 
presenting that letter. 

Mr. KearrtL. Did he have anything to do with the conduct of 
affairs by Silliman ? 

Mr. Canapa. He asked me some questions, and from the fact that 
he was attornev for Carranza I didn't answer his questions or show 
him anything. Whether or not that conversation chilled him a 
little or not I don't know. He didn’t come back, but he would go 
directły to Mr. Silliman. 

Mr. KearruL. What, apparently, were the relations between him 
and Silliman? 

Mr. Canapa. Seeing them on the street, in an automobile together, 
all that I saw was very friendly. They consulted frequently in his 
office. At least I have seen him go in the office frequently. 
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Mr. Kearrut. Could you give some instances of the futility of 
protests made against injurious acts committed toward Americans 
during the time of Carranza? 

Mr. Canapa. By Carranza forces? 

Mr. Kearruu. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Canapa. I don’t believe any of the protests we entered were 
-ever considered. They brought no results. I would notify the 

department, and a would wire me a dispatch to deliver to Car- 
ranza, and he would excuse it in some way. He never complied, 
never granted any relief. 

Mr. Kearru.. Did you know John Lind? 

Mr. Canapa. Yes, sir; very well, while he was there. 

Mr. Kearru. Do you recollect the time when he was sent to 
Mexico by President Wilson to deal with Gen. Huerta? 

Mr. CanaDA. Yes, sir; I went with him at the request of the 
department. > 

. KeaRrFuL. Do you recollect the circumstance, which is 8 
matter of common knowledge, that he presented certain representa- 
tions to Huerta to the effect that Huerta should eliminate himself by 
holding an election, at which Huerta would not stand as a candidate, 
and that Huerta rejected those representations, and then John Lind 
returned to Vera Cruz? 

Mr. CANADA. Yes, sir; I remember that was common conversa- 
tion. | 

Mr. KEARFUL. And was reported in the newspapers at the time! 

Mr. Canana. It was reported in the newspapers at the time. 
know he came back to Vera Cruz. 

Mr. KearFut. Did he have his office in the consulate ? 

Mr. CANADA. Yes, sir; most of the time. He stopped at the 
hotel a little while, but had his office there all the time. Then he 
and his wife and family lived in the consulate with me. 

Mr. KearFrut. Did you have occasion to confer with him fre- 
quently in regard to the Mexican situation ? 

Mr. Canapa. Yes, sir. We talked frequently about it in an 
offhand way, and I heard him talk frequently to others. 

Mr. KEARFUL. From your conversations with him what did you 
conclude as to his conception of his mission to Mexico ? 

Mr. Canapa. Well, while I have got alot of confidence in Gov. Lind, 
I didn’t understand it quite as he did the other day. I understood 
at the time, from the conversations and what printed matter I saw, 
and what dispatches I read and sent in, that his mission there was— 
I think I can express best my thought by telling what I heard him 
say, when he threw his arm up. “ Huerta must get out or another 
revolution.” I know it was talked that he must call an election, at 
which he would not be a candidate. I don’t remember that he was 
to resign and remain there to call an election, but I got it in my hea 
that he was to call an election while he was acting as President, but 
he should not be a candidate; that he must call an election at once. 
That was the impression I got from what I heard and read. I never 
had any other until the other day. I may be wrong about it, but 
that was the impression 1t made upon me. ` 

Mr. KEARFUL. After Lind’s negotiations with Huerta were broken 
off, and he was in Vera Cruz with vou, what then was his attitude 
with regard to what should be done in Mexico ¢ 
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Mr. Canapa. Well, I think his attitude was that of Gen. Huerta 
getting out or intervention. 

Mr. KearFuL. What was his attitude with respect to Carranza’s 
success ? l 

Mr. Canapa. He believed that Carranza would succeed. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Was he a strong advocate of Carranza ? 

Mr. Canapa. Yes, sir; as I understood it. 

Mr. KerarFuUL. Do you remember whether he took the position 
that it was “Carranza or American intervention ?”’ 

Mr. Canava. I think I heard him say that. If he would deny it, 
I would be in doubt about it, but I think I heard him say it. 

Mr. KearrFuL. He admitted on the witness stand here the other 
day that he had often said that. 

Mr. Canapa. Yes, sir. It was said so often I think I could not 
forget it. I think that is correct. 

Mr. Kearrvuc. Did he ever state to vou the reasons that induced 
him to believe that the only salvation for Mexico was in the success 
of Carranza ? 

Mr. Canapa. Yes, sir; I think he did. I think he was trying to 
put representatives along with Villa and Carranza, so they would 
work in harmony. 

Mr. KearFuc. What were his reasons for believing that the salva- 
tion of Mexico depended upon the success of the Carranza revolution ? 

Mr. Canapba. I never knew what his reason were, what he based his 
reasons on, unless it was instructions for him to do certain things 
and he was going to do it without any particular reason. 

Mr. KearFu. Did you get the impression that he went there with 
instructions to do certain things regardless of conditions ¢ 

Mr. Canana. I got that impression. 

Mr. Kearrun. Did he ever expound to you his theories in regard 
to the good Mexicans of the north and the bad Mexicans of the south, 
and that it was desirable that the good Mexicans of the north should 
conquer the bad ones in the south ? 

Mr. Canapa. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KearFuL. What is your own opinion about that theory ? 

Mr. Canapa. Well, my opinion was that the better Mexicans were 
in the south, a good many of them. They were not all in the 
north. Probably there were some bad ones there and some good 
ones in the north, but the good ones in the south predominated, and 
in the north the bad ones predominated, to my mind. 

Mr. KearFuu. Did you come in contact very largely with the 
Mexican people in the southern part of Mexico? 

Mr. Canapa. Yes, sir; naturally. 

Mr. KearruL. What opinion did you gain as to the character and 
quality of those people? 

Mr. Canapa. The men in the south that I came in contact with 
were very peaceable and submissive, industrious, trying to cultivate 
a little corn, tobacco, and such as they needed, ,but not very am- 
bitious to accumulate; but they were law-abiding and there was very 
little crime. Up to the time Carranza came in, I am speaking of. 

Mr. KrarFuu. Up to the time he came in with his men from the 
north ? 

Me. Canapa. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. KEARFUL. John Lind testified the other day that, in his 
opinion, the influence of American operations in the southern part 
of Mexico was not beneficial to the natives of the country. at 
were your observations during your 20 years there? 

Mr. Canapa. I could not agree with him. My observation was 
and I believe that the Americans had a beneficial influence over those 
of the South; that every time an American came in, it was a benefit 
to some of the Mexicans; that every plantation they opened up, it 
was a benefit to the Mexicans; and some of them up to the time they 
were destroyed were very beneficial to the owners. Some of those 

lantations might have been a detriment to the people of the North, 
but every American that went in there benefited the Mexicans in 
the South. Those stock companies in the United States, selling 
their stock to school ma’arms, barbers, clerks, poor people up here. 
some of them lost it all, but the Mexicans got the benefit of it. And 
the American colonists would come down. They would come down 
there with their small colonies. There was one between there and 
Tierra Blanca. I forget the name of it. Thev opened up a big 
tract of land in small ranches and commenced to grow vegetables 
and use scientific methods, use American implements for agriculture. 
I know in manv cases, especially the one next to Tierra Blanca. the 
Mexicans followed suit, and would go to them for advice. They 
would raise their stuff and then some one of the colonists would 
come to town and sell it for all of them and divide up the money. 

I know Mexicans were very well pleased that lived in those little 
places. I was out there a short time; staved one day on account of 
a train being late. What was true there, I think, was true of 
everyone. 

Mr. Kearrut. Were there many such settlements in the southern 
part of Mexico ¢ 

Mr. Canapa. I only know two like that, but there were many 
settlements where there were small ranches and where thev raised 
cattle and sugar cane. I think the Americans taught the Mexicans 
how to use tools; taught them how to work; but there was very 
little ambition in them to save something. I think everyone of 
those Americans that came down there benefited the Mexicans. 
especially in that neighborhood, even the tourists. 

fr. KEARFUL. Notwithstanding some of those tourists were very 
uncouth in their manners ¢ . 

Mr. Canapa. Some of them would do things I couldn’t understand. 
For instance, they would take their kodak, walk into the governors 
house, and kodak his dining table. Thev wouldn't think of doing 
that at home. I talked to some of them aboutit. “ Oh, well, we are 
out for a good time. You fellows pay 25 cents to move a trunk, an 
we give them a dollar. We got our money changed on the border, 
and what is it?” ‘Thev would do things like that: things they woul 
never think of doing at home; people who were perfect ladies an 
gentlemen at home. There was a few like that, not many. l 

Mr. KearFtL. Did you ever hear of anv instances of Americans 
mistreating Mexicans, or oppressing them, or exploiting them? 

Mr. Canapa. I never heard of anything of that kind. The only 
case I was ever called on to investigate by the Government was 
what they called the La Junta Plantation, Sanborn’s plantation. 
think Sanborn lived in Chicago. They probably mistreated some 
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Americans there. They came in there and brought some American 
colored people and took them down there, and that was the only 
mistreatment I was ever called on to investigate, and the only 
complaint that was ever made to me, that I remember. 

. KEARFUL. Was that the only mistreatment you ever saw by 
Americans ? 

Mr. Canapa. Well, where Americans would mistreat Americans 
there; that was the only mistreatment I ever saw by Americans. 

Mr. Kearruut. Did you ever see any mistreatment of Mexicans 
by Americans ? 

Mr. Canapa. No, sir. 

Mr. KearFut. Mr. Lind related the other day an instance of the 
method of getting volunteers which was employed by Huerta, and 
stated that you called his attention to it at the time. What was 
that ? 

Mr. Canapa. The first day he was over there he saw some pris- 
oners on a flatboat, taking them over to San Juan de Uloa. He 
asked me who they were, and I said they were ‘‘volunteers.”” That 
was a gencral expression down there. When a man was arrested 
for elias a chicken, or something of that kind, they called them 
“volunteers.” I think I have a recollection of what he was speak- 
ing about. Probably he stated it correctly, and probably I used 
the term ‘‘volunteers,”’ but I was not talking seriously about it, and 
my recollection is they were Yaqui Indians that had been taken 
over to Yucatan in the henequen fields, and were bringing some of 
them back. I don’t know who was bringing them back, whether 
it was Madero or whether it was Huerta, but I remember that 
transaction. 

Mr. KearFut. He stated that the prisoners passed through at. the 
time he was there, and you called his attention to them. 

Mr. Canapa. I don’t remember anything about that, only what 
he said, and I couldn’t remember it just as he put it, but I have 
seen them come through more or less under such circumstances. 

Mr. Krarrut. Do you know whether or not it has always been a 
common custom in Mexico to draft men who have been convicted 
of crime into the army ? 

Mr. Canapa. I understood when they were convicted of stealing 
something that thev gave them their choice, whether they woulc 
go to prison or join the army. But that was under Porfirio Diaz's 
time. After that and under Carranza’s time, it seems as though 
any excuse they could find they would draft them and put them into 
the army. 

Mr. Kearru.. That same system was employed by Huerta, was 
it not? 

Mr. Canapa. I believe it was. 

Mr. Kearrur. Was the incident that Mr. Lind mentioned an 
illustration of that system ? 

Mr. Canapa. I kind of think so. 

Mr. KEARFUL. And that term '' volunteer” was used by Americans 
as a sort of witticism ? 

Mr. Canapa. Yes, sir. I never saw them with a rope around their 
neck. I have seen them where I think they were tied bv the arms, 
one to another, but I never saw them go through unless it was that 
party Gov. Lind saw, and I don’t remember any rope around their 
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necks. But they were taken through very frequently in the streets 
under a without any manacles of any kind. 

Mr. KrearFuL. What methods were employed by Cafranza and 
his people to get recruits ? 

Mr. ANADA. Just wherever they could pick them up. They 

would find out somebody that didn’t have anybody to defend him 
=- very much, any parents or father, and accuse him of crime, whether 
he was guilty or not, and put him in prison and start to drilling him, 
drill him in prison two days, and then send him out, and put him 
in a uniform and give him a gun. I have heard fellows claim they 
would even start some kind of a racket to get them together in a 
bunch, and then Carranza soldiers would get a pot shot at them and 
take charge of the bunch. 

Mr. Kearrvut. Did you ever hear of the system of going onto the 
plantations and awe up the young men, promising them op- 
portunities to loot and rob if they would join the army? 

Mr. Canapa. The manager of the Forman plantation came to 
me frequently with that kind of a complaint, and I have no doubt 
but what that was true. The manager of the Yale plantation, 
when Dennis left it, said they come and took all of his help. That 
was close to Tierra Blanca. He couldn't do anything, and he wanted 
to know what I could do. -I said, “I am helpless. I can’t do any- 
thing with this Government. I try to do all I can, but I am powerless 
to do anything.” 

Mr. KearruL. Did you mean the Yale plantation? 

‘Mr. Canapa. I don’t mean the Yale plantation; I mean the Joliet 
lantation, from Joliet, Hl. Old man Dennis was the manager. 
‘hey drove him out. He come in the office. He took a kodak pic- 
ture of it. Ihave got itsome place. His daughter took it, I believe. 

Mr. KrarruL. The Yale plantation was the one described by Mr. 
_ Bryan in his article in the TEA in 1903 as one of the centers 
of American civilization in Mexico. 

Mr. Caxapa. He described it pretty well. I read that, but I 
didn't see why he didn't describe the Jolit. why he didn’t describe 
the Emery, the Gould, and the plantation of a man from California. 
They were more or less the same kind of plantations, but they were 
ruined just the same as the Yale. In fact, I don’t know of but two 
plantations that are doing any good. One of them is the McLane 
sugar plantation close to Vera Can. He is going on and making 
money. But he had to pay graft every Saturds night to the 
bandits outside, on the north and on the south. He told me that 
sometimes he believed they were some of the Carranza soldiers, but 
he went on and made money. Another was the Candelaria planta- 
tion close to Tlacotalpam. i 

Mr. KearruL. Those places you think were well described by Mr. 
Bryan as centers of American civilization in Mexico? 

Mr. CANADA. Yes, sir. I think the description would have fitted 
many other plantations. 

Mr. Kearrut. And your information is, as I understand you; 
that the only ones that are still in operation are so by reason of the 
payment of graft to the officials? 

Mr. CANADA. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KearFuL. From your observation up to the time you left 
there in 1918 was it possible for any business enterprise to continué 
operation without paying graft to the officials ? 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 9435 


Mr. Canapa. No, sir. If you had freight to move, you had to 
pay graft to get the cars, and then you had to pay graft to these men 
to move the car somewhere else, and then you had to pay graft again 
to get the car to come on in. aay, would always have some ex- 
cuse why they couldn't go, but a little graft would make the car run 
all right. In trying to get supplies for the Red Cross, I tried and 
tried and tried, and finally I found out if we didn’t pay the graft we 
wouldn’t get them, and I didn’t pay the graft and I didn’t get them. 

Mr. Krarruu. The Red Cross supplies were intended for the suffer- 
i Yaar were they not? 

.Canapa. Yes, sir. We had 40 tons of beans and 40 tons of 
corn. I tried to distribute it in Vera Cruz, and got a booth ready 
to distribute it the next morning. I had two sacks of beans and two 
sacks of corn for each one, and Aguilar sent word around not to do 
it, that they didn’t need them. T let it lay in the bodega until it 
spoiled. I give it out on the sly to women that would come and 
children. I sneaked it out to them after night, but they only got 
away with probably 100 bushels of each. 

. KEARFUL. This distribution you say you made of that, was 
it to very needy persons ? l 

Mr. Canapa. Yes, sir. I would see them following carts around 
and picking up grains of corn and oats and rice off of the street. 

. KEARFUL. While Mr. Lind was in Vera Cruz, did you observe 
as to whether or not he was engaged in dealing with the Carranza 
revolutionists ? ; 

Mr. Canapa. I thought he was. That is, there were people coming 
there that we understood were coming in the interest of Carranza, 
and they would hold conversations in the room. They were the 
class of people that visited him, and that was one of the reasons 
why I believed that. 

Mr. KearFuL. That was during the time that Huerta was still 
in ror at Mexico City, and while Lind was living in Vera Cruz, 
under the protection of Huerta, was it? 

Mr. Canapa. Yes, sir. I think Mr. Lind left before Huerta was 
put out. 

Mr. KearFuv. He left before the taking of Vera Cruz, did he not? 

Mr. Canapa. Yes, sir. Since he testified, I think he left in March, 
and the taking of Vera Cruz was on the 21st of April. I happened 
to see a document that refreshed my memory. 

Mr. KearFuL. There was a letter referred to in his testimony with 
respect to his transactions with Hall, written by him about the time 
he left Vera Cruz, I think April 7. Does that indicate to you about 
when he left? 

Mr. Canapa. The letter was dated April 7? 

Mr. Kearrut. April 5 or 7. 

Mr. Canapa. He left the next day. He was aboard the ship then, 
aboard the yacht Mayflower. So that indicates the date. 

KrarFuL. He was examined at some length with reference 
to his dealings with this man Hall and a Mexican colonel named 
Martinez, in conjunction with Consul General Arnold Shanklin, 
Mexico City, and be testified in substance that all he knew about it 
was that they were there to get some supplies to relieve the sufferings 
of the Zapatistas in Morales. What do you know about that 
transaction ? 
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Mr. Canapa. The first I knew there was anything of that kind, 
I got a telegram from Shanklin in code, to have the consular door 
open, I think he said at 9 o’clock, to receive Hall and the colonel. 

at is the first I knew there was any arrangement of that kind. | 
made the remark to the clerk, asking him how he thought they had a 
right to order me to keep the office open; which was something | 
didn’t know anything about. Mr. Lind was standing back of me. 
I didn’t know it. He spoke up and said, “I know all about it. | 
-will explain it to you. That is the only thing I ever kept away from 
you.” That is the first knowledge I had. Then they arrived thev 
were much peeved because Lind had left the consulate and went 
aboard the an and would not come ashore to see them. They sent 
out that night for him but he wouldn't come. All I know about it 
was what Hall told me the few days he stayed there, except one letter 
from Lind after he had reached Washington, probably in answer to one 
of mine, he told me something about it. 

Mr. Kearru,. What did Hall tell you in reference to the matter! 

Mr. Canapa. May I state that Lind said they had a code, and the 
letter that probably you have got explaining the code. That was 
all that Lind said, as I recall, personally, except in writing. Hall 
told me that Lind had oo to take him on the boat with him to 
Washington. I am only repeating what Hall said. I am not saving 
I believe it, but I am repeating what Hall said. He said they were 
going there to get $50,000. 

Mr. Kearruc. Did he say that Lind had promised to get $50,000! 

Mr. Canapa. He said “they.” He said Lind was going to take 
them to Washington and “they” were going to arrange to get $50,000. 

Mr. Kearruv. For whom and for what purpose? 

Mr. Canava. It was for Zapata brothers. The purpose of it I 
never come to any definite conclusion on, what they meant to do 
with it. He told me they were offered from the State Department 
$50,000 worth of Red Cross supplies. 

Mr. Krarrvn. What sort of supplies? 

Mr. Canapa. I don’t know what they were, but I suppose it was 
bandages and medicines. That is what I understood it to be at the 
time. 

Mr. Kearrur. Medical supplies? 

Mr. Canapva. Yes, sir; provided they could be gotten to Zapata. 

Mr. Kearrcus.. At that time a portion of the railroad was torn up 
outside of Vera Cruz, was it not ? 

Mr. Canapa. Yes, sir. I got most of that information in a letter 
Mr. Hall had from Lind. He stayed there quite a while, and they 
wrote back and forth. He left Hall and the colonel there, and Hall 
had confirmed what I had found in that letter,where they would send 
him the supphes, which didn't suit him very well. ` 

Mr. KearreL. Did they get the supplies? 

Mr. Canapa. Not that I know of. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did they refuse to take the supplies in lieu of the 
money ? | 

Mr. Canapa. They told me that they were not satisfactory, that 
they needed the money. The colonel grew very abusive and offen- 
sive. He was inclined to blame me for Lind not being there, an 
wanted me to get him aboard the battleship, claiming he was m 
imminent danger. I was very suspicious again, and thought they 
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were both spies, as far as I was concerned, and didn’t treat with him, 
and told him he would have to get out of the consulate or I would call 
the officers and let them take an I allowed him to stay until the 
cone ponon went back and forth from the department, and they 
wrote Mr. Hall a letter and told him he was embarrassing the consul 
and might embarrass our Government, and that he had better come 
on to the States, and they would pay the way of the colonel to the 
States, but would not do anything for him after he got there, but the 
colonel didn’t want to go. 

Mr. KearruL. Did Lind say anything to vou about having an 
arrangement with Mr. Shanklin regarding this matter ! 

Mr. Canapa. Except what he said in the letter. 

Mr. Kearrut. This Col. Martinez, was he supposed to be a colonel 
in Huerta’s army ? 

Mr. Canapa. He told me he was and opened his trunk and showed 
me his uniform. He convinced me that he had been, and was now 
off of the pay roll and was workirg for mae He told me he had 
a power of attorney from Zapata and could do anything with Zapata 
he wanted to. 

Mr. Kearruc. Did he show you tne power of attorney? 

Mr. Canapa. I don’t remember that he did. I gave him until 
dark to get out one day, and told him I could do anything I wanted 
to with him after he got through there. That was 2 or 3 or, rather, 
23 times, or something like that. 

Mr. KearFruu. Did you gain an understa:.dirg as to what Zapata 
was going to do; what they were arranging for Zapata to do? 

Mr. Canapa. Mr. Hall gave me one kind of an understanding and 
when I got through with the colonel he would give me another. I 
never come to a definite conclusion as to what they did intend to do. 
I wrote Gov. Lind that I thought the colonel was a spy. He answered 
back that when we both come to the same conclusion it was usually 
correct. Now, I don’t know what he meant by that. 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you know anything about the continuance of 
the arrangement, whatever it was, after Lind left, between the colonel 
and Arnold Shanklin ? 

Mr. Canapba. No, sir. I know that Hall got to the States and 
came back. Before he landed I received a telegram telling him to 
remain in Vera Cruz; that it was reported to the department that it 
would not be safe for him to go to Zapata. I sent word to Mr. Hall 
about that, and he wouldn't come after it, but sent a man after it, 
who got very abusive because I hadn't treated him as well as he 
thought I ought to. He got it, and he remained there a while and 
finally went up to Mexico. 

Mr. KkarFuL. Mexico City? | 

Mr. Canapa. Mexico City, and there I understood he was on the 
pay roll of the United States Government as a representative to 

apata. 

Mr. KearFuL. What circumstance led vou to believe that he was 
employed by our Government as a representative to Zapata ? 

Mr. Canapa. He told me so himself when he came back. The 
first I heard of it some one was speaking about him, and told me they 
had seen him have a Government draft and cash it in Mexico City. 
Then when he was up there, after that, he said Zapata wanted him 
to go over to Oaxaca, and he said I had been right and he wanted 
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to apologize for what he had said and the way he treated me when 
he was first there. I said, ‘‘Mr. Hall, forget that. I was doing my 
duty, and I guess you thought you were doing yours.” He wrote 
some letters to some man in the Treasury Department. I had a 
copy of them. He said, “I am out of money.” I said, “There is a 
table back there where they put stuff on to eat three times a day, 
and a bed.” I asked permission to send him home. I told what he 
had said. I was instructed to send him home. I had instructions 
to buy a ticket as far as I could and to give him no more money than 
would buy a ticket to his home. I talked of some place in the west- 
ern part of the country. I made all arrangements for him to go. and 
he said that wouldn’t take him to Washington. I said, "I am send- 
ing you home. I have no orders to send you to Washington.” But 
he got to Washington. He wanted to know why I didn’t send him 
there. j 

Mr. Kearrut. Did you know anything about secret messages be 
tween Shanklin and Lind and between Lind and Hall at the time 
Lind was in Vera Cruz? 

Mr. Canapa. Yes, sir. Some one brought letters. I didn’t know 
who they were. They said they were secret messages by Shanklin 
to Lind, and I think one come in there after Shanklin had gone 
back. Several letters passed back and forth by special messengers. 
When Shanklin was up there he wanted to be sending secret mes- 
saves, and he did it, and we sent them for him. I don't remember 
who they were to. 

Mr. Kearruv. Mr. Lind presented the committee with an address 
by the President, delivered to Congress on August 27, 1913, in whic 
the President dealt with the negotiations between Lind and Huerta, 
after they had been broken off, and used this language: 

We should earnestly urge all Americans to leave Mexico at once, and should assist 
them to get away in every way possible, not because we would mean to slacken in the 
least our efforts to safeguard their lives and their interests, but because it is imperative 
that they should take no unnecessary risks when it is physically ible for them to 
Jeave the country. We should let evervone who assumes to exercise authority on the 
pr of Mexico know in the most unequivocal way that we shall vigorously watch the 
ortunes of those Americans who can not get away and ehall hold those responsible tor 
their suffering and loss to a definite reckoning. That can and will be made plain 
beyond the possibility of a misunderstanding. 

Following that address of the President did you receive a message 
from the State Department to give a notice in substantially those 
terms ? 

Mr. Canana. Yes, sir; that they were to be held personally respon- 
sible. I was to deliver that to all officials, military or civil officials. 
If they changed their officials, I was to go and tell the new ones. 
presented copies of the telegram verbatim that was sent to me to the 
officials. 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you know whether similar instructions weré 
iven to other consuls in Mexico ? 

Mr. Canapa. I understood it was given to all. It gave a lot of 
hope to a lot of people there and caused them to hang on until they 
lost everything. It caused a lot of people that had little homes to 
remain there and try to hang on to them. 

Mr. Kearrut. That sentiment was made plain beyond the poss! 
bility of misunderstanding, was it 
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Mr. Canapa. To me it was, and I thought it was made plain to 
everybody. Lots of them understood it that way. 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you know of any reckoning, definite or other- 
wise, to which any of the Mexican officials, civil or military, have 
been held for the sufferings of those Americans who did not or could 
not get away ? 

Mr. Canapa. Not one. There were one or two aggravated cases, 
which was reported, and the result was a protest from the department 
to be delivered to the officials. 

Mr. KearFuLt. What was the advice given by Lind to Americans 
who had suffered from the acts of the Mexican authorities ? 

Mr. Canapa. I never heard him give any definite advice. I heard 
of it. He would usually pacify them by telling them such things 
happened in time of war, could not be prevented, there had to be 
somebody suffer. Silliman justified it on the ground that in the 
South the Yankee soldiers did the same thing to the Southern people, 
and on those lines they seemed to justify it, both of them. I think I 
heard Lind say once, “It is better to give a little graft. Probably 
you will get what you want. If it will pay you to do it, you had better 
give a little money than to have your property destroyed.” I 
remember hearing that once, I think. 

Mr. KEaRFUL. Do you remember any notice, subsequent to the 
one just mentioned, that was sent out to Americans in Mexico to get 
out of the country ? 

Mr. Canapa. We got orders two or three times. The last one was 
a stampede. I think I have got it written up there. 

Mr. Kearrut. What arrangements was made by the American 
Government for the passage of Americans out of the country ? 

Mr. Canapba. They told me to payt ie way, and draw on the 
department to reimburse myself. ey sent a transport on one 
occasion upon which seven hundred or more people. went. Then 
they sent a transport on another occasion. I suppose two or three 
thousand people went all told, but they just kept going out on the 
boats. One boat, I think, took eight hundred or more to Ne 
Orleans. Then they filed up another one, I don’t remember, I have 
a record of it somewhere. Then we would get track of another boat. 
I think I sent out three or four thousand people. 

Mr. KEtARFUL. Did those people, as a rule, have to leave their 
places hurriedly and without provision for their passage ? 

Mr. Canapa. Nearly all of them had to leave hurriedly and lost 
all they had. The rich people got along and made money and staid, 
but the poor people lost everything they had. 

Mr. KEARFUL. How was the rich man able to make money ? 

Mr. Canapa. Like the Lawrence sugar plantation. They were 
always in operation making sugar. They could pay graft and still 
goon. I presume it was more or less that way with a great many 
others, they could go on and make money; by paying grait they were 
permitted to operate, but the little farmer could not do it. 

Mr. KEARFUL. How was it in the case of the members of the Ameri- 
can colonies? ‘ You were speaking about the ability of the rich con- 
cerns to carry on business ? 

Mr. Canapa. They wore carrying on business, and that is the onl 
way they could do it. But as to the American colonies, the sma 
man lost everything he had and was driven out, feather beds 
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ripped open, furniture broken up, houses torn down, and oa 
they had was destroved. I think there were six or seven hundre 
of them reported in there, and they got them out. 

Mr. Kearruc. What sort of transportation were you instructed to 
provide for these people who were ordered out without the means of 
travel ? 

Mr. Canapa. My instructions were to give them steerage passage 
or cheaper, give them the cheapest passage possible. 

Mr. Kearrun. What class of people were these Americans for 
whom that provision was made ? 

Mr. CANADA. Just as good people as we have, as far as I know, 
only thev were poor, and I guess that is no disgrace. 

Mr. Kearruv. As a rule, were they poor until they were forced to 
get out of Mexico in a hurry ? 

Mr. Canapa. Well, they were poor when they came there, because 
all they had they put in a few acres of ground and some implements 
and household goods, and they didn't have much money left. They 
were living from crop to crop. A man went down there with five 
or ten or fifteen thousand dollars, and he would put most of that into 
the agricultural business, and he has been ruined. 

Mr. Kearruv. Did you consider it a just ‘and humane proceeding 
to force those people out of Mexico without previous notice, with 
their families and children, and. not provide them anything more 
than the class of transportation which vou said was to be ‘‘steerage 
or cheaper” ? 

Mr. Canaba. I will have to confess that I did not. I would rather 
have spent a hundred times the money than to have seen them go 
out in the wav they did. 

Mr. KearFuL. What was the attitude of Gen. Huerta toward 
sending out American in those cases ? l 

Mr. Caxapa. I was embarrassed quite a good deal by his attitude. 
The Americans were generally complaining about taking the treat- 
ment they had to, when thev had been in the habit of riding on first- 
class passage. Gen. Huerta sent an order down there to get them 
e a passage. The collector of the port down there offered It 
to them, and some of them took it. I talked to a good many and 
told them it humiliated me to see the Mexican Government paying 
their wav out, and I couldn't help it, and if Iwas them I would walk 
out before I would accept it. One or two fellows didn’t go. They 
vot a little patriotic themseleves, 

Mr. Kearrcs. Did vou consider that they had much inducement 
to feel patriotic toward the administration of the American Govem- 
ment ¢ 

Mr. Canapa. Well, as a member of the Government, and as they 
made it, [ thought they had; that is, in the past. I was not holding 
anv brief for the present one at that time. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You did not, yourself, give expression to any 
criticism of the Government. l , 

Mr. Canapa. Oh, no. When a man holds a public office he 1s 
nothing but a public servant, and I never criticised anybody holding 
a public office until I know what circumstances prompted them to act. 
Under the circumstances I might do the same thing myself. | 

Mr. Kearrut. When did you quit your post m Mexico? 
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Mr. Canapa. I resigned in November, and I got up here in April, 
the 1st of April, a year ago. 

Mr. KrearFuu. 1919? 

Mr. CANADA. 1918. 

Mr. KearruL. What was the reason for your resignation ? 

Mr. CANADA. Well, the humiliation. I was being asked to accom- 
plish what I used to do there, and I couldn’t “ie relief for Americans 
like I had in the past. I couldn't get the relief under the Carranza 
administration, through Col. Aguilar, that I had in the past, and I 
couldn’t accomplish anything. And then Silliman came down 
and made it worse for me; and others came down, and it got so 
humiliating I had to resign. I believed that the State Department 
knew of the troubles there, especially after I had seen Mr. Lansing’s 
indictment, some time in 1915 or 1916. 

Mr. Kearrvuv. That was June 20, 1916. 

Mr. CanavA. That gave me to understand that our Government 
knew at least a part of what was going on, and the dispatches we 
would get and telegrams to look after Americans, and we couldn’t 
do anything, and there was nothing left for me to do but get out, 
because I believe I built up—I may be mistaken about it-—but I 
believe I built up a fair reputation, and I could see where it Was onl 
a question of time until I would be trapped in some way and eroded. 

Ir. KearretL. Trapped by whom ? 

Mr. CanapbA. The Carranza people. I know that Silliman tried 
to have me removed two or three times; but I will have to say that 
Lansing and the State Department—I never was treated better from 
McKinley on down than I was by this State Department personally. 
They never reprimanded me for anything, but sent me bouquets 
sometimes. I tried to get Carranza and his government and officials 
to comply with the requests made by the State Department, and when 
I was unable to do it, I resigned. : 

Mr. KearFu. What traps were laid for you that you knew about? 

Mr. Canapa. Well, they were trying to get into my personal files, 
and they did succeed in getting into them sometimes; they sent 
people up there that I happened to know, on account of my long 
acquaintance, that were against me. They talked for me and wanted 
to get me to talk. I was told by one party or another about that. 
And I even heard it reported that Bonillas complained to the State 
Department that I tried to blow up a battleship. That is one of the 
things the State Department defended me for very strongly. Lansing 
told Mr. Bonillas to furnish the proof or quit knocking Canada. 
They tried many things. I was told by one man, and I believed him, 
that a woman was to come to me with counterfeit money and good 
money, and get me to change the good money, and go back and tell 
them I gave her the counterfeit money. That I would have done if 
she had come with the money. There are lots of Ways they can trap 
rou. They are pretty slick at that. Then I suppose they would 

ave made a real charge against me. 

Mr. Kearrun. Passing counterfeit money ? 

Mr. Canapa. Passing counterfeit money. | 

Mr. KrarFut. Is the man who told you that present in this room 
at this time? 

Mr. Canapa. Idon’tknow. Idon’tseehim. Iam rather inclined 
to think he is. 


9449 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


_ Mr. Kearrut. If you will look around, perhaps, you will see him. 

Mr. Canapa. He was here. The man that told me that never told 
me à lie in his life that I ever caught him in, or misrepresented any- 
thing that I ever found out, and I believed him. 

I have many others on the same line. Some detectives tried to get 
me to go out to another place and spend 10 days’ vacation; anid I 
needed it, and I did. One of them was pretty honest. There were 
three of them. He said, ‘‘Don’t go. They are going to rob you and 
got your files and show what you have been sending in against 

arranza.” I had a great many friends among the Mexicans. 
They wouldn’t hang together. Sometimes they would tell on one 
another. That was told me, and I didn’t go. ~ 

Mr. KearruL. Were those men in the employ of Carranza, or were 
they employed by the American Government ? 

Mr. Canapa. Two of them were employed by the American 
Government. 

Mr. KearFruu. Under whom were they operating ? 

Mr. Canapa. I suppose under the authority of the American Gov- 
ernment. I always thought so. I don’t know personally. 

Mr. KearFuL. What department ? 

Mr. Canapa. I thought probably the Department of Justice. 

Mr. KearruL. Were they accredited as secret-service men? 

Mr. Canana. Not that I know of. I suspected they were secret- 
service men, and afterwards I believe they said they were. My 
Government never notified me anything about it. 

Mr. Kearrut. What have you had occasion to observe with 
bn to the influence of the Catholic Church upon the Mexican 

eople 
Mr. CANADA. It had a good influence in Vera Cruz and the sur- 
rounding vicinity. I am not acquainted beyond that. 

Mr. Kearruv. Can you elaborate that a little with respect to what 
you observed ¢ 

Mr. Canapa. Well, I think it had more effect on the women than 
onthe men. It seemed to make the women pretty good citizens, and 
they were very devoted to the church. 

Mr. Kearrctn. Did you observe whether the church had any 
influence in political affairs ? 

Mr. Canapa. Not that I ever saw or knew of. 

Mr. Kearrvi. Did you observe as to whether the peons were mis- 
treated by the church dignitaries ¢ 

Mr. Canapa. I never knew of a case. 

Mr. Kearruv. Did you ever know of their being oppressed by the 

riests ¢ 
j Mr. Canapa. Not down in Vera Cruz, I didn’t. I didn’t have any 
ersonal knowledge of it anywhere. I know the Carranza soldiers 
took the churches in Vera Cruz and made barracks of them. The 
Catholic sisters finally some way got them to move out after a few 
weeks. 

Mr. KEaRrFUL. Did you have occasion to observe the attitude of 
tho Carranza soldiers toward the priests and the nuns? 

Mr. Canapa. I didn’t observe anything. I saw some priest there 
I think as waiter in one of the hotels in disguise. I was told he was 
a priest, and I believed it. Several of the nuns were down there. 
I usually turned them over to Father Joyce. 
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Mr. Kearru.. Who was Father Joyce? 

Mr. Canapa. He was a chaplain in the Army or Navy. 

Mr. Kearrut. Of the American forces ? 

Mr. CanaDA. Yes, sir; as I understood it. 

Mr. Kearrun. What were the nuns you say you turned over to 
Chaplain Joyce? 

Mr. CanaDA. I didn’t see them. They were sent in, and I would 
eels a letter and tell them to take it back and go to Father Joyce 
with it. 

Mr. KrarruL. What wore they doing that for? 

Mr. CANADA. I understood they were in hiding, but that was only 
my understanding. 

Mr. Krarrcn. Had they come from other parts of the country ? 

Mr. CANADA. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KEARFUL. As refugees ? 

Mr. CANADA. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrvuy. Did you know or notice the condition of any of them 
at the time? 

Mr. Canapa. Only one. I am not sure she was a nun. She told 
me she was. l 

Mr. KearrtL. What was that? 

Mr. Canana. Well, I think she was in the family way. I'think I 
saw one here yesterday that went through Vora Cruz. I was so 
impressed with the fact that I asked her, and she said, yes, she did. 

Mr. KearruL. That was Mother Elias, who testified vesterday ? 

Mr. Canapa. Yes, sir. She went out through Vera Cruz. 

Mr. KearrcuL. What do you think is the trouble with Mexico? 

Mr. CanapDA. Well, the trouble with Mexico is rather serious. We 
can’t do anything to try to bring about peace. They won’t hold 
together. The trouble is they all want to be jefes, or bosses. They 
hang together a while, and then separate and start another revolution. 
But I like the people of Mexico, those that were not in the army as 
volunteers, and those that were not natural born thieves and can’t 
help it—kleptomaniacs. 

Mr. KearFuu. Does that embrace a large majority of the people. 

Mr. Canapa. I think about 80 per cent more or less are good people. 
I think Mexico is being controlled by about 2 per cent, and probably 
that is what is the matter with her. 

Mr. KearFruu. Do you think a large majority have the potentialities 
of good citizenship if they had a chance? | 

Mr. Canapa. I think they have. You take the children, they are 
bright as a whip, until they get to be 12 or 14. Some of them I know 
that have been sent to the States, that got good educations here and 
it made good citizens of them. l 

Mr. KearruL. Do you think a large majority of the Mexican people 
are industrious and peacefully inclined ? 

Mr. Canapa. In the southern part. I don’t know anything about 
them in the north. 

Mr. Kearrun. What do you think ought to be done to give those 
Mexicans an opportunity to become good citizens ? 

Mr. Canapa. Well, I don’t think my opinion would be very popular. 
I had better not express it. There are two or three plans that have 
been proposed. Mr. Wilson had a pretty good plan. e 
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Mr. Kearrun. Henry Lane Wilson. 

Mr. Canapa. Henry Lane Wilson. That is one step in the right 
direction, but I fear you will have to take another step. 

Mr. Kearrvn. His plan was to go in and pacify the northern part 
of Mexico, and make an arrangement with the Mexicans whereby a 
protectorate might be established 2 

Mr. Canapa. Yes, sir; that was his plan, to make a buffer State 
there, but that reminds me of the story of a Dutchman who had 
a fine dog, and he thought the world of it, and he wanted a short- 
tailed dog, and didn’t want to hurt him, so he cut off an inch every 
morning. I think if you take that step you will have to take another 
one and another one. Armed intervention is the only remedy that 
I can see. There may be others, but I don’t claim to be able to see 
through a brick wall. I don’t want to see our country take 
Mexico and keep it, but treat it something similar to the way we 
treated Cuba, and I think that would be a Godsend to Mexico, and I 
think 80 per cent of them are praving for it. 

Mr. Kearrer. Do you think they would cooperate with us in 
establishing good government ¢ 

Mr. Canapa. They were coming to me in Vera Cruz, because 
they had confidence in me. They wanted to know why we didn’t 
do anything, wanted to know if we were afraid to fight. “Come on 
in and we will help you.” One man, who had been a commander 
under Porfirio Diaz, told me they would flop to us quicker than 
they ever did to Gen. Scott. All such expressions as that. It was 
the class of Mexicans that want to go on and do business and have 
peace, that was not in the army, what I call the better class of 
Mexicans. 

Mr. Kearrut. Mexicans of any particular blood ? 

Mr. Canapa. Very few of them were Indians. I only remember 
one case of Indian. It was mixed blood, white Spanish blood mixed 
with Indian, schoo] ma’ams, professors in colleges. One was the 
mayor of the town. He told me after the troops had gone out 
that when they came in he would have killed them all if he could. 
The expression he used to me was “I would pull off my toe nails 
and finger nails to try to hold them here, if I could do it by such a 
thing. It is the first time we have ever had in Vera Cruz clean 
streets or felt safe, where men who had their business would not 
be robbed.” 

Mr. Kearrut. Did you have such expressions of sentiment from 
all classes of Mexicans ? 

Mr. Canapa. I couldn't say that. They didn’t all trust me, 
didn't know me well enough, but pretty near all classes. That was 
the expression I got from at least SO per cent of them. One man 
had been a congressman. He lived across from the Diligencia Hotel. 
He told me that he thought 90 per cent of the Mexicans woul 
submit right away and would not fight us; that he thought they 
would fight us in the mountains, bushwack a little, some of them. 
He was a man I had a lot of confidence in. Then there was 8 
Mexican gunboat captain told me the same thing, some time when 
he was in the office. 

Mr. KEARFUL. Did vou receive that expression of sentiment from 
the intellectual class, the middle class, aad the laboring class? 

Mr. CANADA. Yes, sir; and even from one that was in the army— 
Carranza's army. 
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Mr. KEARFUL. An officer in the army ? 

Mr. Caxapa. He was holding some kind of a position. He said, 
“We can’t do anything down here. The States have got to do it; 
and for God’s sake why don’t vou come and do it, and be done with 
it?” Those were the words he used. 

Mr. KrarFut. What were the conditions in Vera Cruz as to sanita- 
tion at the time of the landing of the American forces there ? 

Mr. Canapa. It was not as good as it was shortly afterward. The 
streets were filthy and in dirty. condition, and outside the hotels were 
in very bad condition, flies s+ arming all around. Our troops came in 
and cleaned it up, and put it in sanitary condition. It was equal, I 
think, to any city in the United States, and especially more so than 
Chicago. 

Mr. KearreL. Was Vera Cruz before that infested with mosquitoes ? 

Mr. Canapa. Mosquitoes and buzzards were the scavengers, and 
after the Yankees came m vou would have to get a search warrant to 
find a buzzard, unless he came in trying to roost. They soon starved 
them out. 

Mr. Kearrui. Was it generally understood that the buzzards were 
the scavengers of the streets ? 

Mr. CANADA. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearren. Did you ever have occasion to observe a fight be- 
tween buzzards and dogs in the street over garbage ? 

Mr..Canapa, Yes, sir; and T have seen buzzards go up and examine 
a live mule, thinking he was dead, to see whether it was time to com- 
mence. I saw a cat thrown out of the second story of one building, 
It wasn't quite dead, but the buzzards came and waited until it quit 
kicking, and then they got busy. 

Mr. Krarruc. You sav the streets were cleaned up to such an 
extent by the Americans that the buzzards had to leave? 

Mr. Canapa. They were scarce. They would come back to roost 


on top of the church sometimes. 
Mr. Kearruv. Did Vera Cruz revert to its former unsanitary con- 


dition after the Americans left ? 

Mr. Canapa. Yes, sir. They took all the screens down from the 
meat market, they didn’ t clean out the hotels any more, they didn't 
clean the strects, ‘they destroyed the tin cans the Americans had to 
put the garbage in, and box cars and troop trains that came in there 
would drive a “dog off of a garbage wagon; in fact, it went back to a 
Worse condition than it was when old “Huerta was there. 

Mr. Kearrvv. Did the buzzards come Mack? 

Mr. CANADA. Yes, sir: a few saluted me when I left. 

Mr. Kearrur. Does anything further occur to you that might be 
of interest to the committee ? 

Mr. Canapa. No, sir: I have no story to tell. If there are any 
further questions I will try to answer them. 

Mr. KearrrL. We are very much obliged to vou. 

(Thereupon, at 12.30 o'clock p. m., “the committee adjourned 


until 2 p. m.) 


2446 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


Report oF S. D. LESTER. 


APRIL 28, 1920. 
Senator ALBERT B. FALL, 
Chairman Subcommittee on Foreign Relations S 
to Investigale Mexican A fairs. 


GENTLEMEN: Pursuant to instructions from the committee, I began my investiga- 
tion of affairs in Mexico about the lst of October, 1919, continuing the same until 
leaving Mexico on the 19th of April, 1920. In taking up the matter of the relation 
of American citizens to the present Government of Mexico it seems that invariably 
the conversation with individuals would lead back to the Tampico incident about 
which very much has already been said to the committee. Perhaps not the Tampico 
incident proper, which was the so-called insult to the flag, but rather the mistreatment 
of Americans which occurred in consequence and immediately after the so-called 
flag insult. However, as that seemed upmost in the minds of nearly all the indi- 
viduals whom I interviewed, it will be necessary to go into the Tampico incident 
in detail as the same was m to me by various citizens in Tampico and vicinity. 

Į will refer to these individuals anonymously and will furnish the committee with 
a separate key which will identify each individual referred to which will be suff: 
cient guaranty of the authenticity of such interviews. It is needless to explain to 

ou that the reason for taking this course is, that the individuals could not atiord to 
lave their names mentioned in reference to the testimony given for reasons which 
are obvious. That is, that they fully understand that reprisals would be visited on 
them by the Carranza Government should they be identified as having furuished 
information for the committee. 

The first matter will be the petition addressed to the President of the United States 
and signed by a committee appointed by various American citizens in Tampico at the 
time of the crisis known as the ‘Tampico incident” beginning about April 19. 1914. 
This was given me by a prominent American (whom I shall refer to as Mr. A}. who was 
connected with its presentation to the proper authorities in Washington about the Ist 
of May, 1914. 


To His Excellency the PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 
(Through the honorable the Secretary of State, the Secretary of War, and the 
Secretary of the Navy.) . 

Sin: Your petitioners, protesting their loyalty as taxpaying citizens of the United 
States while residents of Tampico, Republic of Mexico, respectfully beg to present 
on their own behalf and on behalf of those they represent the subjcined petition, based 
upon and duce to the following facts, to wit: > 

I. The Government of the United States. for more than 10 months last past, eres 
tained American war vessels at the mouth of the Panuco River in the Gulf of Mexico, 
or in the Panuco River fronting the city of Tampico, or in both places; | 

JI. In December, 1913, and again on the lst or 3d of April, 1914, American res- 
dents in Tampico were invited to take refuge aboard these war vessels during battles 
in Tampico between opposing Mexican armies, such citizens being returned to their 
homes in Tampico when said battles terminated; 

IIL. On or about April 9, 1914, Admiral Mayo., of the United States Navy, aac ane 
that the Mexican Federal forces in Tampico salute the American flag in the manner 
and form specified in his demand; 

IV. From and after making this demand the three United States war vesels then 
lying in the Panuco River in frout of Tampico were held in a visible and threatening 
readiness to enforce compliance with the demand named; 

V. On or about April 19, 1914, Gen. Huerta, commander in chief of the Mexican 
Federal forces, refused to comply with said demand: and 

VI. April 20, 1914, it was stated in Tampico that the President of the United State: 
had referred the fact of such refusal to Congress, which in turn was said to have referte 
the zaid fact. back to the President. 

VIL. At 9.30 o'clock a. m., April 21, 1914, the said three United States war vessels, 
theretofore lying in readiness for action in the Panuco River facing Tampico, saile 
down said river and disappeared beyond Mexican waters in the Gulf of Mexico, 
depriving Americans 1n Tampico of the last vestige of the ample protection up to tha 
hour accorded them; nor did these vessels ever return or communicate again wi 
the Americans on shore. | 

VIII. At 10 o’clock a. m., April 21, 1914, Gen. Zaragoza, commanding the Mexican 
Federal forces in Tampico, ordered all cantinas and saloons in Tampico closed. 

IX. At some hour prior to 2 o'clock p. m., April 21, 1914, the Mexican Federal 
authorities in Tampico began to take away from Americans such arms as they carri 
or could be made to disclose. 
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X., At or about 4.15 o’clock p. m., April 21, 1914, bulletins were published by the 
Mexican authorities that American marines had been landed in Vera Cruz, which was 
the first intimation your petitioners had received from any quarter touching the 
said event. 

XI. At or about 4.30 o'clock p. m., April 21, 1914. mobs began to form in the streets 
of Tampico: these mobs were dispersed about 9 o'clock p. m.: they formed again, 
and about 11 p. m. began the riotous destruction of American property: they were 

in depored about 11.30 p. m., only to re-form later and again to threaten the lives 
of Americans. 

XII, Between the hours of midnight, April 21, and 2 o’clock a. m., April 22, 1914, 
officers from the German war ship Dresden, lying in the Panuco River in front of Tam- 
pico, came ashore and conveyed the American women and children aboard the 

resden; the commander of the Dresden advised the Mexican authorities that if any 
further mob violence occurred or if mobs formed again he would land his marines and 
restore order. Tampico was thereafter quiet. 

XIII. At 9.30 o’clock a. m., April 22, 1914, the vice consul of the United States in 
Tampico made, orally, the following statement: 

‘“ Admiral Mayo has ordered all Americans aboard the American battleships imme- 
diately; a second order has been issued, joined by Gen. Zaragoza, for all noncom- 
batants to withdraw from Tampico.’’ 

Vessels flying the German or the English flag took the Americans who obeyed the 
admiral’s order out to the American battleships. 

XIV. Once aboard the battleships your petitioners, against their protest in many 
cases, without their foreknowledge in any case, and without being permitted to go 
back after clothing, money, or valuables, were carried to Galveston, Tex., and put 
ashore there. 

XV. Your petitioners, as stated above, were carried from Tampico out to the 
American battleships at anchor in the Gulf, on the 22d of April, and not permitted to 
return for their personal effects; the process of thus carrying out Americans from 
Tampico to American ships, all in vessels flying a German or an English flag, was 
kept up until April 29; it would seem to have been practicable to allow your peti- 
tioners to go back for their clothing, if for nothing else. 

XVI. Since April 22, 1914, the property of the English, German, and Ptitch resi- 
dents in Tampico is said to have been unmclested, England, Germany, and Holland 
having each one war vessel in the Panuco River in front of Tampico. Since April 
2?, 1914, such American effects as clothing and personal property, as well as realty 
and buildings, have been subject to constant pillage and destruction, the United 
tae! having no war ships or other protection in Mexico waters near Tampico since 
such date. 

In view of the foregoing facts, vour petitioners respectfully request that the Ameri- 
cans recently carried out from Tampico be returned by the United States to their 
homes in that city with the least delay practicable, and that, upon their return, 
they be acccrded suitable protection ich as shall seem to your Excellency ade- 
quate for existing conditions; from personal knowledge of the existing conditions 
your petitioners presume to suggest that this protection include the presence in 
the Panuco River of a sufficient number of war ships, under instructione which 
will authorize those in command to meet any emergencies that may arise, in- 
structions similar to those which your petitioners have reason to believe are given 
to the commanders of the war vessels of other nations who have successfully pro- 
tected the lives and property of their citizens resident in Tampico and its envi- 
rons and include such other means of protection as to your Excellency shall seem 
best. Your petitioners respectfully protest that the recent withdrawal of protection 
before ordering out the American citizens seems a reversal of the program best cal- 
culated to protect life, in that the Americans might have been removed first, and no 
battle having been contemplated, removed without undue haste, ana the protection 
withdrawn afterwards. Their hasty removal, after protection was withdrawn, not 
only precluded your petitioners from taking any steps whatever to arrange for the 
security of their property and valuables but dia not even permit them to bring out 
such things as necessary wearing apparel. 

Finally, and as an additional and imperative reason for the prompt return cf your 
petitioners to their homes in Tampico, they urge attention to the oil situation; in 
their profound conviction. the impending danger is most grave that the oil wells 
around Tampico may be destroyed by malice, or, if nct properly cared fer at once bv 
thoee experienced in such work, may overflow and destroy themselves, not only to 
the damage of roperty between such wells and the Gulf, but to the almost. certain 
loss of human fife Unaer the proper and adequate protecticn requested, this in- 
valuable product so essential to the modern commercial life of the world at large 
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will be saved from the wanten waste otherwise certain to ensue. Agricultural crys 
lost may be replaced by succeeding crops; lands may withstand wars without material 
damage: but oil ence lost and oil fields once destroved are never replaced or re 
placeable. ` 

For more complete particulars as to the oil situation, attention is respectfully di- 
rected to the detailed statement made at his request by vour petitioners to the hur 
orable the Secretary of War under even aate. C 

And vour petitioners will ever pray. 

WAsHINGTON, D. C., May 1?, 1914. 


As a result of the above petition the Navy Department issued the following bulletin 
on May 23, 1914: ` 

“While neither the State Department nor the naval officers on the spot feel justitied 
in advising Americans who have left Mexico to return until conditions in that country 
arescttled, the exveptional circumstances of the case have led the Secretary of the Navy 
to grant permission to those refugees from Tampico, who claim that they were brought 
to Galveston on T 22 and 23 against their will, to take passage on the trans- 
port Hancock, which will leave Galveston for Tampico next Saturday. This action 
was taken alter conference with the Secretary of State at the request of several of the 
refugees who claim that when they left Tampico they supposed they were being taken 
on ships to remain only during the fighting between the Federala and the Constitu- 
tionalists and that after the fighting was over they were to be returned to the city. 
The captain of the Mancock will be notitied that only men and trained nurses can he 
accommodated on the return trip to Tampico.” 

I think it will be no breach of faith since the names of these Americans have often 
been quoted as being members of the committee referred to above, to say that the 
committee consisted of W. M. Hanson, L. M. Phelps, jr., Dr. W. M. Turner, W. E 
Luras, J. B. Wood, and was assisted by other Americans by names of A. R. Bushnell, 
H. W. Dickson, Hugh G. Curran, A. Ñ. Gibson, W. H. Zahnizer, Col. Timothy Spel- 
lacy, Thomas A. O'Donnell, S. B. Cochran, George Davidson. l 

I will insert here the personal account of one of the members of the said committe 
of the reception given them by the officials in Washington, D. C. and of the resulte 
obtained for the relief of the Americans in whose behalf they presented the petition 
above referred to: 

“Beginning while President Taft was in office, Americans had been repeatedly 
warned by the Washington authorities to leave places in Mexico supposed to be danger 
ous. The Americans in Mexico could not understand the why of such warnings: they 
did not heed them. chiefiy because they could not: leaving places deemed unsafe 
meant abandoning their property which, in many instances, represented all they ad 
in the world, and in practically all instances represented their means of earning and 
getting a living; where could they go? 

“On those Americans who were in and near Tampico on the 22d day of April. 19}4-—- 
Vera Cruz had been taken by the United States Navy April 21, 1914—the impression 
was produced that they as noncombatants were requested to withdraw temporarily 
from Tampico during the battle to be fought that day. Except for this belief, this in- 
terpretation of the positive statements made by the American consul, who quot 
Admiral Mavo and quoted Gen. Zaragoza, not 25 per cent of those who withdrew trem 
Tampico would have withdrawn, 

Americans went aboard the lighters that took them out to the fleet with merely a 
change or two of clothing, often with only what they had on, and with no more mone? 
than they happened casually to have at the moment in their pockets. 

“Once aboard the United States warships they were not permitted to return t? Tam- 
pico, but were taken without their foreknowledge or consent to Galveston. Arrived in 
Galveston, about 20 per cent obtained fund: from their connections in the Unit 
States, bought themselves clothes, and made themselves comfortable; about RU per 
cent had no United States connections and, having left all they had behind them In 
Mexico, were without clothes, without money, without resources of any sort. Meeting 
were held evenings: those whe had, or who had obtained, shared with those who had not 
and eould not obtain; 20 per cent could not support the other SO per cent very long. 
Finally two committees were appointed. one a committee that was to stay and help 
those needier than themselves, and the other a delegation that was to go to Washington 
and try to have undone the wrong inflicted on all. The committee went straight t° 
Washington, arriving about May 1, 1914. This committee was instructed: (1' To 
ask for food and clothing for the stranded needy, whose all had been left behind 12 
Mexico. (2) To ask t> be taken hack to their homes, where they could resume the 
occupations that vielded them a living. 3) To ask that the presence of warslups ° 
the Tampico customhouse 1n the Panuco River be restored, inasmuch as the taking ° 
Vera Cruz would make protection necessary. . 
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“It must be recalled that a couple of warships had been kept in the Tampico Harbor 
for 10 months or more; they were withdrawn April 21, the dav Vera Cruz was taken: 
thereafter and until events detailed further along took place, United States warships 
were absent from the Tampico Harbor. 

‘So much as preliminary seems necessary to the understanding of what follows. 

“Once in Washington, the committee organized, and made appointments to meet, 
first, Secretary Daniels, head of the department directly concerned in deporting 
the Americans from Tampico, in taking from Tampico the protection of American 
ships, and undoubtedly able to carry the Americans back to their homes, 

‘Secretary Daniels received not merely the committee, but received at the same 
time a number of Americans who had associated themselves with the committee in 
order to lend assistance. The first interview. this with Secretary Daniels. was die- 
tressing and unfortunate. The Secretary gave his callers his opinion of them, in terms 
that were neither kind nor just; this angered his callers who resented his remarks, 
and who, in consequence. behaved somewhat discourteously in that they interrupted 
the Secretary, interrupted each other, and tried to talk all at once, showing little con- 
trol of temper or tongue. The Secretary was initially to blame in that, without 
waiting to hear what his callers had to say, he gave them his uncomplimentary opinion 
of them, spoke of them as ‘refugees,’ called them adventurers who had gone to Mexico 
with buccaneering intent, and said that they should have come to him with grateful 
thanks for having rescued them. The rejoinders the Americans made were explicable. 
natural but lacking in the respectful dignity essential to the success of the committee's 
mission. The words used by the Secretary and by his callers displayed much heat 
and some anger. One incident was particularly regrettable, the facts about which 
have seldom been accurately stated. In the course of his remarks the Secretary 
stated that, prior to the execution of his orders to withdraw the United States war- 
ships from the Tampico ‘Harbor,’ Admiral Mayo had made arrangements with the 
commanders of English vessels lving otf the Tampico customhouse to care for the 
Americans in Tampico and carry them, when the time came, out to the American 
battleships then riding at anchor in the Gulf bevond the 3-mile limit. The Secretary 
had scarcely said these words when one of the Americans present, not a member of 
the committee, brought the umbrella he had in his hand down on the floor with a 
whack and said, ‘That is not so.” The incident was passed over, though it will be 
believed that. the interview thereafter dragged. and was soon ended. 

“As an aftermath, the Secretary that same dav gave to the press his account of the 
interview. The reporters requested the committee to reply, calling attention to the 
one-sided nature of what the Secretary had said. The committee declined to rejoin, 
alleging that any answer however justified would: widen a breach the committce 
desired above all things to see healed. 

‘*Further along will be given an account of the action the Secretary of the Navy 
took in the direction of the committee’s petition. 

“By appointment the committee the next day met Secretary Garrison, accompanied 
as before by a number of associated Americans not members of the committee, but 
equallv interested in the committee’s mission. Secretary Garrison's manner and 
method were judicial, patient, inquiring. He invited his callers to state the object 
of their call, and he listened with increasing attention to the verv end. He then 
said, in substance, that what he had heard was. as to much of it, entirely new to him 
and, as to all of it. interesting; he said he would have to think out how he could help, 
promising help to the extent of his ability; he invited his callers to name two or three 
representatives—there were over a dozen of his callers though the committee num- 
bered only five—and he invited these representatives to call again the next day. when 
he would be able better to give them his views. Representatives, two in number, 
did call the next dav, and the day after, and on sundry occasions, later, always at 
Secretary Garrison’s invitation; while the action to be taken, and finally taken, did 
not come within his department’s province, the aid he lent was of much importance. 
to the committee. | 

‘‘On the third day, by appointment, the committee met Secretary Bryan. Thecom- 
mittee was again accompanied by their associates who, while undoubtedly desirous 
of lending aid if they could, didn’t want to miss anything. Their presence, helpful 
in one sense, made an unwieldy group and it was thus less helpful than they meant. 
Secretary Bryan promised the committee 15 minutes; he gave the committee more 
than an hour. He showed great tact in getting at the concrete facts, and the questions 
he directed now to one and now to another of his callers showed an active and intel- 
ligent interest. 

“At this first interview the Secretary of State did two things that must be set down: 

“In the committee’s presence he dictated and ordered sent a telegram to the State 
Department's representative in Galveston, instructing such representative to honor 
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at once any request made upon him by Frank Hamerick (chairman of the committee 
left in Galveston) for money, food, clothing, or other necessities, such as medicines or 
medical attention. This afforded the immediate relief the committee asked for. 

‘The other thing Secretary Bryan did was, again asking his group of callers to name 
a couple of representatives whom he invited to call again, to ask that the committe 
reduce to writing, in as orderly a manner as possible, the various statements made to 
him by his callers at this first and general interview. 

“Except the three interviews above described, one on each of the Secretaries of 
Navy, War, and State, the committee as a body made no more calls, nor did the com- 
mittce’s associates. But the chairman of the committee, accompanied sometimes by 
one sometimes by another of his fellow committeemen, was at one or the other of the 
departments almost daily; he was always received promptly, was welcomed, and 
could ask no courtesy because every courtesy was extended before he could ask it. 

“Meanwhile the written statement asked for by the Secretary of State was under- 
going preparation. Every alleged fact, every statement, every date, every name, 
was checked, compared, established, before it was admitted into the petition. When 
done, the whole was submitted to an officer of the War Department, whose sugges- 
tions were helpful, and it was at length ready for presentation. 

“As to the statement requested by Secretary Bryan, it was really a ‘petition. 
Courtesy seemed to demand that it be presented to the President. Senator Crore. à 
friend of one of the committeemen, offered to take the chairman and one other mem- 
ber of the committee to the President: Secretary Garrison made the same offer. Sena: 
tor Gore arranged for the call. Courtesy seemed to demand that Senator (Gore, # 
sponsor for those whom he introduced, should know what the committee intended 
to do when introduced. The petition was shown to him—read to him—and received 
his approval. 

“Just why he did it is unknown, but when he went to fix the hour for the call be 
handed to Mr. Tumulty a copy of the petition. The President was evidently dis- 
pleased with the petition, because on no other hypothesis can his cancellation of the 
appointment be explained: within an hour of Mr. Tumulty’s receipt of the petition 
from Senator Gore the President canceled his consent to receive the committee. 
The petition was then handed, one copy to Secretary Daniels, one to Secretary Gam- 
son, and one to Secretary Bryan. f 

“That the matter came up at the next meeting of the Cabinet is probable. 

“The calls by the chairman at the departments continued. 

“Seeretary Bryan continued to send aid to the Americans stranded in Galveston. 
In point of fact, he continued such aid for months, and in July he was instrument 
in returning the remaining women and children back to their homes in Mexico— 
back to what was then left of their homes and possessions and means of earning 3 
living. The first of the three objects the committee had in view in going to Wash- 
ington was satisfactorily accomplished. l 

“One day in May, perhaps a fortnight after the first interview with him related 
above, Secretary Damels sent for the committee: not all could attend, though 3 
majority hastened to obey the summons. The Secretary stated that he had decided 
to send back to Tampico, without expense to them. such of the men as desired to 
return: he put the transport Hancock at the committee’s disposition, the date wa 
fixed for May 30, and word was dispatched for all to be on hand that day. The Sec 
retary stated that he was unwilling to send back—at least for the time being—any 
women or children: he made exception as to a group of nurses who were returning 
to their places in an American hospital situated in Tampico. 

“As to the return of protective United States war ships to the River Pánuco, Dea! 
the customhouse in what is usnally designated as the Tampico ‘harbor,’ Secretary 
Daniels stated that two war ships were being returned: he declined to agree to keep 
them there or to indicate for how long they would be maintained there; he limit 
himself to saying that ‘two vessels were being sent there, and that there was at the 
moment no intention to take them away.’ f 

“Taking men away from their homes and business. under a pretext that was dis- 
e and then dubbing them ‘refugees’ did much to dull the keen edge of thet! 
lovalty. 

“May 30, as the returning Americans were going aboard the Hancock, the execution 
by each one so returned of an allidavit was demanded, setting forth that affiant was 
an American citizen, that he had been brought out of Mexico against his wish, that 
he was returning ‘at his own suggestion, on his own responsibility, and at his own 
risk `; seemed, all of this, uncalled for—unless it was a notification that the Unite 
States intended to give him no protection or recognition while in Mexico. This 
further dulled the keen edge of the loyalty Americans like to fee! toward their country- 
Add to this that, under date December 31, 1914, the American consul then in Tampo 
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on the Ist of January, 1915, dunned every American for his income tax on money 
earned in 1914 in Mexico, which tax the United States Government demanded, 
seemed to the Americans in Mexico like exacting bricks without straw. A still 
further dulling of the edge of loyalty. 

“The Americans in Mexico, however, are still loyal. They are not buccaneers. 
The vast majority of them are law-abiding, industrious, and worthy of the recognition 
they ask and the protection they need. They keep loyal, and they pay taxes to the 
United States Government. Has the United States Government, accepting the 
taxes, met its obligations to them?”’ 

Mr. B., of Tampico, Mex., relates the Tampico incident as follows: 

‘The launch bearing the paymaster and crew from the United States man-of-war at 
Tampico, in April, 1914, had not entered the prohibited zone as defined by Gen. 
Zaragoza, but was en route to the Pierce Oil terminal for aupplics when arrested by 
Mexican Federal troops. The Marines were marched through the streets of Tampico 
to the comandancia de policia, but were not incarcerated. They were only detained 
about a half hour by the authorities, as the news of their arrest had been communi- 
cated to the American consul and he was interesting himself in regard to their case, 
so that they were soon released and allowed to return to their ship with the excuse 
that their arrest was a mistake in orders by the officer who arrested them-- that there 
was no intention to give the United States an affront. 

“In the meantime, Admiral Mavo contended that the flag of the United States had 
been insulted by this arrest and detention of the Marines and demanded an immedi- 
ate apology of Gen. Zaragoza and the salute of the United States flag. Gen. Zaragoza 
said that he could not render the salute nor the apology without authority from Mexico 
City. that is, from President Huerta: and that owing to the interruption of the tele- 
graph service he had no means of getting such instructions. Thercfore. he refused 
to render either the apology or the salute requested in the ultimatum of Admiral 
Mayo. This explanation was given to Admiral Mayo by Gen. Zaragoza at the sug- 
gestion of Consul Clarence Miller, who offered the suggestion to save Admiral Mayo 
from having to back down, as he had already issued a positive demand on Gen. Zara- 
goza to render the apology and salute within a preecribed time. Gen. Zaragoza had 
no intention of saluting the flag or apologizing more than he had verbally at the time 
of the release of the Marines, when it was stated that their arrest had been a mistake 
and not due to intent. 

“Admiral Mayo had sent several notes to Gen. Zaragoza regarding the incident 
and each time had received an evasive or indirect answer. Finally, Admiral Mayo 
said to Mr. B.. ‘My God, can’t I get this man to answer a direct question?’ Mr. B. 
asked him in turn if he expected any such thing, saying that if he did he would be 
sadly disappointed. Finally, Admiral Mayo gate up hope of receiving the desired 
apology from Gen. Zaragoza and communicated his conviction that none was to be 
expected to the State Department at Washington, and was later directed to withdraw 
his fleet from the harbor at Tampico to the Gulf of Mexico, as the Mexican inhab- 
itants had become very much aroused in their animosity toward Americans by the 
concentration in Tampico of many of the colonists from interior points, who came 
there seeking protection from the violence which threatened them in their homes. 

“There seemed to be a mistaken idea on the part of Secretary of the Navy Daniels 
that Tampico was located on the shore of the Gulf instead of being, as it is, some 6 
miles up the Panuco River from the Gulf of Mexico. Secretary Daniels’s idea seems 
to have been that the boats were merely withdrawing outside the 3-mile limit and 
would still be in touch with the situation. Such idea was entirely wrong in that when 
the ships were located outside the 3-mile limit, as preseribed by international law, 
they were over 9 miles from the city of Tampico, and the only communication which 
the American consul had with Adiniral Mayo was by communicating through the 
British or German gunboats which remained in the harbor, and which communica- 
tion was very unsatisfactory because of the unfriendly attitude of the British at this 
time toward Americans. 

“At the time of the capture of Vera Cruz by the United States troops, when the sit- 
uation became so critical that Consul Miller wished to obtain shelter for the American 
women and children aboard the United States ships which had withdrawn to the 
Gulf of Mexico, the commander of the British ship Hermione, Capt. Doughty, offered 
his assistance in the following words: ‘We can take care of part of your women and 
children if you have no other place in the world to put them.” Consul Miller thanked 
him, but at that time refused to avail himself of the offer because of the fact that 
assistance had already been offered by the German commander of the Dresden and 
also had been accepted. Later, however, the British did render considerable assistance 
in rescuing American citizens and transporting them from Tampico to the American 
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boats lying outside the harbor in the Gulf of Mexico. but throughout all they main- 
tained such an attitude of unfriendliness that it was very insulting to the Americans 
who received such assistance. i 

“The American employees of the Aguila Co. were prevented from entering the 
Aguila Building by a guard of British marines who told them that the Aguila Building 
was neutral property and that they could not jeopardize the British interests by shel- 
tering the Americans from the wrath of the Mexicans, who were threatening to injure 
them on the day of the riot at Tampico. April 21, 1914. 

“On the night of April 21, 1914, when the Americans were being besieged in the 
Southern Hotel and the Hotel Victoria by mobs of infuriated Mexicans, a lieutenant 
from the German cruiser Dresden came to the Southern Hotel and asked if the Amer- 
icans thought the situation sufficiently serious to demand the landing of assistance 
from the cruiser Dresden. On beine informed that the Americans did not feel the 
need of this assistance at that time, the lieutenant told them that in case they wished 
assistance to hoist a lantern on the flagstaff above the hotel building and that the 
commander of the Dresden would send a landing party to rescue them. The Amer- 
icans replied that they did not deem it necessary at this time, which was about I] 

a.m. The German lieutenant then proceeded to the Hotel Victoria, where a number 
of other Americans had taken refuge, and then started on his return to the Dresden. 

“The lieutenant had proceeded only a few blocks when he became convinced that 
the mob would soon attack the Americans unless help was furnished from some source. 
This he communicated to the commander of the Dresden, who sent a messenger to 
Gen. Zaragoza, the Mexican Federal commander at Tampico, informing him that 
unless the rioting was stopped in 15 minutes that he, the eommander of the Dresden, 
would take such steps as were necessary to restore peace and quiet and protect the 
foreigners. Upon receipt of this message from the German commander, Gen Zaragoza 
dispatched a guard of Federal soldiers to disperse the mols and quell the rioting, 
which was done in a few minutes’ time, and for the balance of the night the guard of 
Federal soldiers remained on duty at the hotels mentioned and no further disturh 
ances were experienced other than insulting epithets which were given to Americans 
when they withdrew to the shelter of the ships the following day.” 

Mr. C, a witness in Tampico on the 20th and 21st days of April, gives the following 
facts relating to the withdrawal of the Government gunboats from the Panuco River: 

“On the afternoon of April 20th Admiral Mayo received a dispatch from Washing- 
ton ordering the removal of the three gunboats that lav in the Panuco River, within 
500 feet of the city of Tampico, out into the Gulf and to send all but the Des Moine 
to Vera Cruz. The admiral protested against such action vigorously, sending at least 
three dispatches to Washington before the order was obeyed. Consul Miller. when 
advised during the nicht ot April 20 that the boats were ordered from the river. sent 
a long dispatch to Washington protesting, in the name of the hundreds of men, women, 
and children against such action, stating that their lives would be fearfully endan- 
gered by the removal oi the boats, and that the Americans had become dependent 
upon these boats for their safety, having been given refuge on them during two rebel 
attacks upon the town, the one in December and the other in the forepart of April. 

“The Mayo telegrams of protest were along the same lines, but neither were of any 
avail and the gunboats finally left their strategic position for the defense of Americans 
at about 9.30 o’clock on the morning of April 21. 

“In spite of Secretary Daniels’ statement to the contrary. no arrangement was made 
with the German or English to care for Americans at the time that the battleship? 
left the Panuco River. At 4 o'clock on the afternoon of the 21st dav of April the 
Mexican oflicials published placards in Spanish throughout Tampico saying that the 
Americans had landed forces at Vera Cruz. and calling upon all patriotic Mexicans to 
arm for the defense of their country, and arms and ammunition were furnished freely 
by the Mexican authorities to every one who applied for same. Mobs were forme 
jn different parts of the city during the hours of daylight. but not to any great num- 
bers. These mobs were formed as a result of the removal of what protection the 
Americans had when the warships were in the river. When the lives of American 
men. women, and children were menaced by a large mob of Mexicans in the middle 
of the night. the commander of the German gunboat Dresden voluntarily offered the 

rotection of his Government to these Americans, and sent a naval officer to the 
potel to signal from the roof of the same to his flagship in case his services were needed. 
Positively this was not done as a result of previous arrangement with Admiral Mayo. 
Later Admiral Mayo did enter into an arrangement with the German and British 
ships for the handling of refugees. 

"Itis only necessary to say that the Americans were saved by two small gunboats 
belonging to the German and English Governments, which proves that if our own 
three gunboats had been allowed to remain in the river, the lives of the Amencans 
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would have been thoroughly safeguarded. We rejoice with Secretary Daniels over 
the fact that no American lives were lost, but we give glory to God and the German 
and English Governments, and not Secretary Daniels in this matter. 

“No blame can be attached to Admiral Mayo or the officers and men of the American 
boats who have cried with shame over the fact that they were not permitted to res- 
cue their own countrymen. and that this duty was entrusted. in their very presence, 
to the battleships of other nations. The English naval officer in charge of one of the 
boats used for refugees, in making a speech apologizing for having served only hard- 
tack and corn beet to the refugees, stated that it was not his duty to care for us and 
that he did it because humanity demanded it. and that he only did so when we had 
been absolutely abandoned by our own Government.”’ 

This concluded the testimony in direct connection with the Tampico incident. 

J will now proceed to the matter of the mistreatment of American colonists by the 
Carranza Government: 

An American, whom IJ shall de-ignate as Mr. D.. gave me a statement. of which the 
following is a synopsis: He was asked by a general in command of the Carranza forces 
at Victoria if he would not like to go into a very paving business: the general stated 
that he had a friend with $1.000 000 to invest in a well-paving business which they 
would put Mr. D. in charge of and give him half interest in the business for operating 
it. This Mr. D. declined to do. Subsequently the same general asked bim to appear 
before the Subcommittee of the United States Senate Investigating Mexican Affairs 
for the purpose of presenting certain facts favorable to the Carranza Government. 
Mr. D. laughingly replied that he could not do the Mexican Government any good by 
appearing. The general asked: “Well, there are some good Mexicans; are there not?” 
to which Mr. D. answered: Of course there are, but I would not make a ecod witness 
for the Carranza Government before the Fall committee.” 

Mr. D. also stated that sometime previous to this conversation bandits had stolen 
100 head of cattle from him and told him he could recover the same by bringing 1.000 
pesos to a certain place in the mountains. He told the Carranza officer in charge of a 
garrison near his place that the bandits had stolen his cattle and of their offer to let 
him have them back for the sum mentioned, and he asked the officer to take his troops 
and recover the cattle from the bandits. This the otheer declined te do. Mr. D. 
then offered him 1,000 pezos to go and recover the cattle, but the officer again refused, 
saying that he did not care to take any part in the case and advised Mr. D. to pay the 
bandits the $1,000 and secure the return of his cattle bv that method. Mr. D. finally 
arranged for the payment of the ransom as demanded by the bandit leader and recov- 
ered his cattle. He further stated that he has positive knowledge that there is a work- 
Ing avreement between the bandits in that section and Gen. Manuel Larraga of the 
Carrancista forces as is evidenced by the facts that the bandits will steal cattle. horses, 
and mules and drive them to the vicinity of Gen. Larraga’s headquarters and when 
the bandits have accumulated considerable numbers of stock Gen. Larraga’s men 
will make an attack on the bandit forces who flee and leave the booty which is imme- 
diately confiscated by Gen. Larraza who disposes of the stock and applies the proceeds 
to his own account. In no case where the Carrancistas capture property by the above 
methods from bandits do they restore it to the rightful owner unless he is willing to 
repay a large ransom for return of the property. their contention being that everything 
taken from the bandits is theirs as the spoils of war. 

Mr. D.’s experiences with regard to having to ransom his stock from the bandits 
and being unable to secure protection from the Carrancista forees in that neighbor- 
hood is typical of many instances happening to the American colonists iu the vicinity 
of Tampico. 

Mr. E. made the following statement: / 

“I was informed by an American. living in the vicinity of the property in question, 
in the month of October, 1919, that a certain house, owned and located on land belong- 
ing to an Ainerican citizen, was being torn down and the material being carried away 
by Federal soldiers. 1 immediately wrote a letter to Gen. Osuna. who ts in command 
of the forces at this port. calling his attention to the matter and alter waiting 15 days 
and failing to receive a reply called on him personally. 

“Gen. Osuna informed me that he had failed to receive my letter and ottered to 
send a man to make an investigation. He first went to the place where a squad of 
Federal soldiers had used the material taken from the house. consisting of lumber and 
corrugated roofing iron, for the purpose of constructing temporary quarters in which 
they were living. He then went to the place where the house had been located 
where we found only the fonndation remaining and the frame of the rosi which was 
lying on the ground. The house had been occupied by a Mexican family until the 
soldiers put them out and took possession and destroyed it. 
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“On our return to the office of Gen. Osuna, the man informed him in my presence 
that the house had been completely destroyed. Gen. Osuna said he was very sry 
this thing had occurred and that he would either have the house restored or pay for 
same, but that he would require a little time to collect the money from the wage 
of the soldiers who had destroved the house. 

“After calling at the office of Gen. Osuna a number of times and being informed each 
time that they were not yet prepared to pay for the house, I was advised by Gen. Osuna 
on the first of this month that he could not make any settlement and that I would have 
to file my claim against the Government and let it take the usual course. 

“The value of the house which was destroyed is about $1.000.” | 

Mr. F., a small-fruit grower near Tampico, made the following statement to me: 

“Tam an American citizen, born in Whitley County, Ky., January, 1850, Lived 
in Oklahoma until February, 1912. Since that time I have been a resident in the 
vicinity of Tampico, Mexico, where I had a small orange orchard and raised garden 
truck for sale on the Tampico market. The first year and a half immediately follow- 
ing my arrival in Mexico in 1912, I was well treated by all the Mexican people and 
prospered financially. The latter part of 1913 the revolutionary forces of Carranza 
and the Federal army comprising Huerta’s troops, fought a battle in which my farm 
and orange grove were immediately between the two contending forces, one army 
using my south fence for breastworks, and the other army using my north fence. the 
fighting continuing from morning of the 10th of December until the morning of the 
13th of December. My family and myself were compelled to dig a hole in the ground 
under the house and lay there for three daye and nights, with very little food or water. 
Our buildings. furniture, and household goods were riddled with bullets and every- 

thing destroyed. 

“Gen. Aguilar, commanding the Carranzista forces took my stock, consisting of 
work horses, and refused to return them to me. On the 18th of January, 1913, Car- 
ranzista soldiers dug trenches and threw up breastworks in what remained of my 
orange orchard. At this time two of the soldiers met me in the road en route to town 
with a load of fruit. One of them abused me and struck me with his gun, and | only 
escaped from them by running for my life. One of my neighbors, a Mexican, intet- 
ceded for me and tried to convince the soldier that I was a good man, and finally he 
went away and left me alone. 

“In 1914, myself and family left our place and proceeded to Tampico, when we 
were warned by the American consul that it was unsafe for us to remain on our farm. 
This was about the 18th of April. 1914. Crowds of Mexicans on the street. shouted 
insulte to us and hollered ‘Kull the Gringos.’ 

“About 8 a.m. on April 21, we were notified by the American consul that he had 
made arrangements for us to get on oil boats that would take us out about 11 miles 
to the American fleet. There we met Admiral Mayo, who expressed himself as being 
very sorry that we had been so badly treated, and we were well taken care of on 
board the United States battleships. 

“I returned to Tampico the latter part of May and found that the Federal soldiers 
of Gen. Huerta had been defeated and driven away from Tampico, and the Carranza 
soldiers were in possession of that territory. They were impudent and abusive an 
one group of Carranza’s soldiers came to my house in November, 1914, and arreste 
me and put me in jail with 500 or 600 Mexican prisoners. I was held in jail three 
davs and then turned loose and told to go home. I was never tried and don’t know 
what they charged me with or why I was arrested, but | paid a Mexican lawyer 200 
pesos to get me out of jail, 

“In June, 1919, Gen. Nafarrate, in command of the troops at Tampico, instructed 
his soldiers to arrest all Americans and compel them to leave their property, and & 
bunch of them came to my place and cut down my orange trees and destroyed my 
pineapples, and also some of mv buildings. 1 then went to Tampico and was again 
assisted by the American Government to reach Galveston, hoping that the trouble 
in the vicinity of Tampico would quiet down and I then would be able to return to 
my place. l have made a claim against the Mexican Government, through the Secte: 
tary of State of the United States Government, and am now returning to the Luite 
States to wait until peaceable conditions are established in Mexico. We do not fee 
that our lives are sate even within a few miles of Tampico and so will have to leave 

our property to the possesion of the natives in that vicinity until conditions are sale 
for our return. , 

Mr. G. made the following statement to me: f 

“In connection with the hardships encountered by American citizens in Mex. 
especially the difficulties encountered by colonists there, it is pertinent to mention 
he railroad situation. 
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“In the fall of 1917 the farmers dealing in agricultural products and shipping their 
products from points on the railroad between Tampico and Monterrey found it very 
difficult to obtain care. After one period of waiting tor three months, after having 
ordered cars to ship their products in, I went to Monterrey and interviewed the chief 
clerk in the railroad dispatcher’s office and managed to have 100 cars placed at points 
designated by me by agreeing to pay the clerk 10 pesos each for every car they would 
furnish for the shipment of my products. I experienced no more difficulty in obtain- 
ing cars for nearly two years. as their agreement with the chief clerk in the dispatcher's 
office held good until Gen. Murgia commandeered all the freight cars on this branch 
of the National Railways to ship out corn and other products which he was purchasing, 
either directly or through his agents, in the State oP Tamaulipas. 

“The farmers were unable to secure cars to ship the corn to the market because 
Gen. Murgia had commandeered the cars for his own use, under the pretext that it 
was a Government necessity. This compelled those having agricultural products for 
sale to sell them to Gen. Murgia’s representatives at ruinous prices. 

“I again proceeded to Monterrey and tried to make another contract with the chief 
clerk in the dispatcher’s office, but found that the chief clerk was unable to deliver 
me any more cars because Gen. Murgia controlled that division of the railroad; but 
I found that I was able to arrange for some cars through an agent in Tampico on pay- 
ment of the sum of 10 pesos per car and putting up a bond of 4,000 pesos per car to 
guarantee against loss of the car through any acts of bandits, as it was of frequent 
occurrence that bandits raided trains and burned up the cars along this branch of the 
railroad. Thus, it will he easily seen that the farmer or colonist of small means had 
enormous difficulty in getting his products to the market. 

“Iu addition to this the railroad officials forced the payment of express rates on car- 
loads of freight wherever possible, and where the product is valued enough that the 
shipper will pay such rate, which is very much higher than the commodity freight 
rate on car lots. 

“I also told of an incident happening to another American, which statement is 
verified, in which the general in command of the garrison at Tampico proposed to a 
man who had hay to ship that if the man having the hay would give the general 1 car 
of hay, he would furnish the cars and haul 10 cars of freight free of charge to whatever 
market this man desired his hay moved, and would also furnish an armed train to see 
that the hay was not molested in transit. This arrangement was made and the hay 
delivered according to agreement, the general being able to move 10 cars of freight 
as a military necessity because he could gain 1 car of hay for his personal profit. 

“The members of one freight train crew told me that they had been engaged for 
almost two months in hauling corn for Gen. Murgia, during which time they had 
hauled six trainloads of corn over the railroad between Tampico and Monterrey, which 
was exclusively for Gen. Murgia’s account, but which was handled as Government 
business in the railroad office. 

. H. is an American citizen owning a small farm in the vicinity of Tampico, 
Mexico. On July 13th he received a letter from a bandit leader who signed himself 
Col. Fabian Aguilar. This letter was in Spanish; a copy follows, also the English 
translation. 

: Los Mezquirtez, Ver., Julio 27 de 1919. 
Señor H, Columbos, Tamps. 


Muy SeNor Mio: Refiriéndome a la oferta que se sírve Ud. hacerme por conducto 
del Sargento Mateo Haro, me permito suplicarle enviarme $3,000.00 tres mil pesos, 
ue me son muy necesarios para el sostenimiento de Ia fuerza de mi mando. En caso 
e que no le sea a Ud. posible ayudarme con todo el dinero, le estimaré avisarme por 
escrito la cantidad que mande. Adjunto le remito el salvo conducto que solicita para 
que no vuelva Ud. a ser molestado en sus intereses. Asi mismo le suplico enviarme 
aviso del comportamiento de mis soldados de ahora en adelante para correjir cualquier 

regularidad. Sin otro particular soy su afmo amigo y S. 8. 

(Firmado) CORONEL F. AGUILAR. 


[Translation of the above letter.] 


Los Mezaquires, VER., July 27, 1919. 


Dear Str: Referring to the offer vou so kindly made through Sergt. Mateo Haro, 
I take the liberty to ask you to send me $3,000 (pesos), which 1 very much need for 
the maintainance of the forces at my command. In case you should not be able to 
help me out for the full amount, I will thank you to advise me by letter the sum you 
are sending. 
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Inclosed find the safe-conduct you requested in order that vou may not be further 
troubled. I will also ask vou to report the behavior of my soldiers in the future, in 
order to enable me to correct any irregularity on their part. 

Yours, very truly, 
COLONEL F. AGuILar. 


Mr. H. had made the colonel no offer. The letter is written in a very smooth and 
courteous manner, the rough demands being left to the armed band who delivered 
the message. 

Mr. H. continues: 

“In response to this demand for 3,000 pesos, I told the bearer of the note which 
demanded the payment to sav to his leader that I could not pay them that amount, 
and ask him to tell me in writing the least amount that he would exact from me. and 
in response he sent me another demand in which he doubled the amount requested 
in the first letter. There were three men in the party demanding this payment of 
ransom, and they said I could have until the [5th of August to make the payment, 
that I had a carload of corn I could ship in the meantime and get the money out of 
that with which to pay them. They said that if I did not pay them by that time they 
would take and destroy everything that they could not move from the place and bum 
the rest of it, and that they also had authority from the leader to kill me ag a part ot 
the penalty for not making the payment. 

“My farm is located near a town Where there is a garrison of 30 Carranzista soldier. 
I immediately notified the commander of the Carranzista garrison of the visit of these 

bandits to my place and of the demand they had made, and told them the direction 
in Which the men had gone and asked him to arrest them, but they said they could 
do nothing as their orders were to guard the town at which they were stationed. 

“The bandits Who demanded the 3.000 pesos from me also told me that they were 
going to compel every foreigner in that part of the country to pay according to the 
property that he had, and they named a number of Americans whom they had listed 
to force indemnities from. 

Linformed the general in command of the Carrancista forces at Tampico of the first 
visit of these bandits and he promised to give me protection, but he has made no move 
to fulfill his promise, I also made a statement to the American consul, and his advice 
was for me to leave my tarm and seek safety elsewhere, unlese 1 could afiord to pay 
the ransom demanded. and, as I do not have the means to pay this ransom, I have 
decided to abandon my property rather than to pay the penalty threatened me if] 
remained on it.” 

It is interesting to note in connection with this statement that the letter demanding 
3.000 pesos from Mr. H. was delivered to him by one Nergt. Mateo Haro and that the 
demand was signed Col. F. Aguilar, and that on August 24 this bandit leader, who 
signs himself Col. F. Aguilar, surrendered to the general in command of the Carrancist 
garrison at Tampico and was guaranteed full amnesty for himself and his forces for all 
unlawful acts committed by them, and he was then commissioned colonel in the 
Carrancista forces. 

It is also of interest to note that the Sergt. Mateo Haro has since been arrested and 
charged with the crime of assassinating Mr. John H. Correll and of being the leader of the 
assault on Mre. Correll. It is also true that Mateo Haro eonfessed to his part in the 
crime, but if he or any of his accomplices have suffered any penalty for the commission 
of their crimes I have been unable to discover that fact.” 

The following is a brief statement of the hardships encountered by an American 
colonist in Mexico, whom I shall designate as Mr, I.: 

“You ask me to tell you of the hardships and trials that we had in Mexico, and 
to repeat all of them would make a nice sized book. After one trip, I went hack agun 
to look after my property in November, 1913, and then the Carranvistas took Victona 
and took some of my cattle and horses when they were battling around Victoria an 
destroyed my henequen plantation and cut all my fences araid my land and took # 
lot of my corn and fodder. and L only had one mule left, and a crowd of us decid 
that it would be a good plan to come to the States, so we bundled up what little stuff 
we could carry and started and it took us over 10 days to come out by horseback an 
wagon, as the road was bad at times. When we got to the bridge I let a Mexican 

ride my mule, and when he got to the bridge they took the mule, Mexican, and all. an 
that was the last I ever saw of the mule. I complained to Gen. Pablo Gonzales. an 
he told me to get the mule, and had given an order. But when I took the order down 
to the jele, they took the order, but I did not get my mule. 

“Aiter I was out of Mexico the Mexicans used the tiber plantation to graze goats and 
burros. and JI wasoftered $22,000 in gold for the plantation in 1912: thev run fire through 
the plantation several times and burned nearly all of the plants, and as the Mexicans 
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stole the fiber and voung plants, and also cut the hearts out of the old plants, and 
could not protect the same. so I sold the plantation and all for $8,000 to get rid of the 
same. The plantation was worth not less than $30.000, and I would not have sold 
for less than that when I was offered the $22,000. I put 16 head of thoroughbred 
cattle over the mountains, pure-bred Holsteins and Jerseys, and put these on the 
Hausacana ranch, and they took all of these cattle. 

“When Caballero was governor of Tamaulipas he offered us some fiber for sale, 
Mr. Jones and myself, and we bought two cars from him and he was to load the same 
at a certain time and turn over this fiber to us; but the price went up to such a high 
value that he took it away.from us and sold the same himself. and when the price of 
fiber dropped to the normal times, then he gave us what fiber was due us, and we lost 
not less than $2.500 in the transaction. and I have the papers of the same and also 
his receipts of the purchase and the offer of the firm wanting to buy at the tune when 
he took it away from us. I have paid taxes time after time on land and have sold some 
land since the Carranza Government is in and have had to pay more taxes than what 
I should have paid. I also bought some money when the fiat money came out and sold 
some and took 20.000 pesos over across the river, and the jefe across the river here 
injormed me that the money was good, and to buy all of it at the price I wanted, and I 
sold the same, and then about a week after they stated that the money was no good 
and I had to make all the money good and lost over $5,000 in gold in this transaction. 
Then they barred me irom Mexico, and I had all the receipts of the people that I 
bought from, and then to get a permit to return into Mexico [ had to send all of these 
in and they canceled all charges that they had against me and notified all the judges 
hot to molest me. 

“I also had two mines denounced up at Charcos and spent about $4.000 in gold 
on these and the denouncements, and the Carranza Government canceled these titles, 
as they were given to us during the Huerta régime. The property was denounced 
during the Madero times.”’ 

The following isa statement ofa mining engineer residing at San Luis Potosi, Mexico, 
of 20 vears experience in Mexico, regarding general conditions there: 

“I have spent the greater portion of the last 20 years in the mountains of Mexico, 
because I am free from rheumatism here; consequently, | believe F know the country 
as a whole, and the people better than most other Americans. I have traveled over 
every county in the Republic, and have come in contact with every grade of people 
from pure-blood Indians to the Presidents. I will state at the beginning that | ama 
friend of the Mexican people, that is, the law abiding class, and the country in general. 
If possible to adjust Lae here without armed intervention, [ certainly would 
preferit, but how it is or can be done I am unable to say. Maybe you people can work 
it out some way. I have suffered the logs of property which I assure vou has hurt me 
a great deal, but I have not made any claims for damages, and do not intend to, because 
if I had not found this country when I did I would not be on earth to write vou this 
letter. In my opinion Mexico has arrived at the point where it can not save itself 
for the following reasons: 

“At the present time the government holds the larger towns and the greater portion 
of the railroads. The bandits, so-called, control about all of the country between 
the railroads, which is 90 per cent of it, and practically all the small towns. Every 
Passenger train carries an armed escort of soldiers, from 20 to 75; thev go ahead of the 
trains in armed cars, and when some important persons are on the trains they generally 
Tun an escort train both behind and ahead. 

“Carranza is dominated by his generals. They in turn do not wish to end the ban- 
ditism because they are allowed to do as they please, have all become wealthy, and are 
growing richer all the time. It is well known that they draw pay for paying from 
two to five times the soldiers they have under arms. Besides this they commandeer 
horse feed, horses, and other supplies from the citizens and never pay for them. Yet 
they draw money fromthe Government forthe purpose. It is beheved by the majority 
of Mexicans that Carranza is letting his generals do as they please, and rob the govern- 
ment for the purpose of keeping in with them, so that when the election comes on he 
can claim that a lawful one can not be held, which will allow him to stay in. Person- 
ally, I believe this is true. It is well known that not one of the several generals had 
anything when the Carranza revolution started, but at the present time thev are trying 
and have bought large tracts of land, and stocked them, and keep a guard of govern- 
ment soldiers on them for the protection of their individual interest. Some months 
ago Pablo Gonzales gave one of his Iriends, Antonio Acosta, $50,000 for buying a 
mine. 

“He has publicly stated that he would spend $2,000,660 to defeat Obregon for the 
Podm It ig known that he did not have 5,6C0 pesos when he becan e general. 

neisco Murgua has recently bought a large ranch in Coahuila and he has pre perty 


2458 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


in San Antonio that brings him over $6,000 rental per month. A few months ago 

Gen. Hasso took $2,200 worth of merchandise from a mercantile company of this 

lace, and refused to even give them a voucher for it. He also took 20 of the bet 
orses there were from the San Jose ranch, about 20 miles south of here, and refused 

a voucher. Both have written time and again to the government about it, but have 

never received any reply. 

“Gen. Isidro Cardona took over a mine belonging to a widow woman, worked it, 
taking out 35 carloads of ore, sold it, leaving the mine in very bad condition—never 
gave herone cent. He killed a Spaniard who had several houses here, took possession 
of the houses, and is collecting rent on them to this dav. - 

“This thing is going on all over the country and is well known, but I am giving vou 
facts that came under my personal observation. 

“Carranza is robbing the people by high taxation in order to get money for his 
enerals. He knows they are robbing, but is helpless to prevent it if he so desires. 
axes to-day on low-grade ores are about 20 per cent of their value, consequently the 

mine owners can not work them at a profit, and they are shut down while thousand: of 
men are idle, almost starving for the want of work. The mercantile houses are being 
taxed so high that they must sell at high prices in order to pay them. The people, 
in turn, have to pay the prices, which in the majority of cases they are not able to do, 
and are in a semistarving condition. 

“When Felipe Pescador was general manager of railroads, he gave the management 
of all divisions to some of his personal friends. At every division point the friend 
had his private supply store in the town, in which he carried a general supply of rail- 
road supplies—supplies that were taken from the railroad shops. Whena mechanic 
applied at the shops for something to repair the cars, he was told it was not in stock, 
but he might find it at a certain store up town. He would go and get it, give a voucher 
for same. The voucher would be sent to Mexico City. Pescador would honor it and 
remit his friend, the owner, one half and kept the other half. Pescador was a second- 
rate operator (telegraph) before he was made general manager. 

“People wonder where the bandits get their arms and ammunition. They get them 
in two ways, one by attacking trains, killing the escorts, taking their arms and am- 
munition. Another means of getting them is: The Carranza soldiers. And J may say 
some of the petty otlicers sell Government ammunition to the smaller stores, and they, 
in turn, sell it to rebel agents. The moreammunition the Government gets the more 
the rebels will get. The e oru facts I took from Mexican newspapers; some came 
under my personal knowledge. During the 20 months I have been here, 52 trams 
have been dynamited, robbed, all the passengers robbed, the escorts killed, and the 
-oung girls in most instances taken away to the mountains to life worse than death. 

n most instances those girls were of the better families, because the poorer class 

were not able to travel on railroads. 

“Within 30 miles of ———, which is garrisoned, there are five separate bunches of 
bandits. Benito Zapeda, with 40 men, has been camped 12 miles east of for 
three months, yet no effort has been made to get rid of him. On the 26th of July 
Yeancio Gonzalez, Francisco Trevino, and three other men of the town went for 8 
ride about 6 milesout. All were captured by the Zapeda bunch, their horses taken, pat 
of their clothing, four of them were held, and Ygnacio Gonzalez was sent back for 
a ransom of $500 each, with a threat that if the money was not forthcoming by the 
next morning the four would be shot, and he would be shot as soon as they could get 
their hands on him. During a conversation with him I asked him if he had reporte 
it. He said no; that they had no guaranties, and that if they reported it they wou 
be killed. Two weeks ago a bunch took the manager of the Agua Dulce ranch to the 
mountains for $30,000 ransom, and he is still there, not being able to raise the money. 

“About a month ago one Gen. Garcia captured a town 12 miles west, killed the 
colonel and his aid, robbed several stores, and left without being molested. 

“On the 22d of August a band robbed all four stores at the ranch of Santa Tirbuci0. 

“An old man, and a good one, by the name of Feliciano Gonzales, who had 6 cows, 
about 50 goats, and 5 horses. During the last two months they have taken every- 
thing he had and left him so poor he can hardly live. 

« Àt the station of La Ventura there lives a man by the name of Constancio Acosta. 
He is a one-legged man and has to keep himself and five in family on 1 peso per Gay; 
which he gets by looking after the railroad pump. With the help of his wife aD 
small children he planted some wheat, and about the time it was grown a bunch 0 

several hundred came along, turned their horses in on it, with the result that next 
morning there was no wheat. He had nine cows and of those gave seven of them tor 
some wheat that was cut and in bundles. Before he could thrash it another bunch 
came along, threw the wheat to their horses, leaving him with nothing but two cows 


and his peso per day. 
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“During the last few months three trains were burned near Saltillo, on the Coa- 
huila & Zacatecas Railroad, a line 65 miles long, and since that time about a dozen 
bridges have been burned on the same line. 

‘In order to show what poverty exists outside of the mining camps I will cite two 
cases that came under personal observation: I was at a little ranch about 10 miles 
south of here by the name of ————. We rode up to two little houses (jacals) and 
called for some water. The women answered that they had some water, but had no 
clothes and could not bring it out to us. During the same trip we saw a dozen people 
waiting around a sick cow until she died, and the owner skinned her,-then they cut 
up and ate the meat. I asked them if they were not afraid to eat it, and they answered 
that they had as well to die from bad meat as to starve to death. The people away 
from mining camps eat lizzards, toads, burro meat, and anything they can get. 

“The railroad officials are robbing the roads of about one-half the fares. For instance, 
the ticket agents will sell about half the berths on the Pullmans, then tell the pas- 
sengers there are no more. This was done with me, then after the train leaves the 
conductor sends his aide into the day coaches, picks out his friends, brings them 
back, and sells them berths. Then he and the agent that had no more divides 50-50. 
The greater portion of passengers will buy a ticket to the first or second station, which 
gets them through the gates, then the conductor will carry them through for half 
fare and pockets the whole. 

“It is known that there are 180 bandit heads in the Republic and no question 
there are more. Every State has some general for governor, and he is seeing to it 
that he does not go hungry. 

“ Formerly there were millions of horses and cattle, now it is a rare thing to see 
one. Every property owner lives in some garrisoned city and never leaves to see his 
property. Every man who has anything at all is afraid to leave the town. 

“Iam sending you several clippings taken from Mexican papers. Among them is 
- an account of the murder of Adam Scheffer, an American. 1 see the governor has 
advised the Federal Government that the bandit head, Albino Gaitan, was killed. 
I was informed by a Mexican by the name of , to-day that Gaitan was at this 
Moment camped about 25 miles west of , that he saw him last night. No 
doubt but that you have seen the account of the death of Villa and Martin Lopez 
several times. Yes; well this is about the way they all turn out. The account of 
the death was evidently sent out for certain effects, g 

“Mexico is a very rich country, and if it could have an honest government, honestly 
governed, it could soon recuperate, but, it has not and 1 don’t think ever will through 
these people. So many bandits all over the country, if they are bandits, and the 
heads of the country acting like they are, how are they to ever put it in good shape? 
See if you can work it out; I can’t. 

Koor a also that I am here, and it might be unpleasant to have my name 
exposed. 

he following statement was made by Mr. Barnes at the time he left his property 
in 1914, and he has not been able to return to the farm since because of the dangers 
to life and property in that vicinity. 


U.S. S. “Des MorneEs,”’ April 30, 1914. 
By R. E. Barnes, 
Merriam, Kans: 


Two hundred acres of land in Atascador colony, District of Valles, San Luis Potosi, 
and 15 miles north of Rodriguez station, valued at $40 per acre; household goods; 
farm implements and wagon; 4 head of mules (taken at station at Ebano); 1 wagon 
and contents (taken at station at Ebano); 8 acres of sugar cane, at $200 per acre; cane 
mill and evaporator. 

R. E. Barnes. 


He states that about April 23, 1914, he and his neighbor Mr. L. M. Moorehead, and 
sons of the latter, were en route to Panuco from their farms on the Atascador, in wagons, 
and Mr. Barnes had four mules and a wagon, Mr. Moorehead had eight mules and a 
wagon—all intending to work on the new railway under construction at Panuco. 
When they entered the town of Ebano, the Huertista commander there took their 
teams, wagons, and harness, camping outfit, etc., from them and they came to Tam- 
pico on a troop train and were advised by the American consul to leave the country 
which they did in company with many other Americans. 

Mr. K. relates the following story: 

“Writing my experiences especially during the revolution here in Mexico, I am 
glad to do so if it possibly can help to untangle things. I have lived in Mexico 20 
years. 
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‘During the first year you could call it revolution, but soon it grew to fire. murder 
of innocent people in order to rob. 

“We had a nice foreign colony, mostly Americans, in San Dieguito and also in 
Rasco, Micos. Crucitos, and San Mateo. and stations on the railroad between Tampir 
and San Luis Potcsi, about 200 kilometers southwest from first-named city. Hores 
and cattle were taken away from us, fences broken down time and again, and crops 
destroved. 

* As soon ag a crop of corn was ready it was taken away from us. All these thine 
commenced after Carranza got in power. because little groups of so-called sold er 
sprung ap everywhere, not being contented with the new boss. and papers given us 


“One afternoon, vear 1914, just after dinner as I was still sitting round the table with 
my family. suddenly appeared four armed men and entered the house and demande 
from me $1,000, arms. ete. Money I did not have more than about $100 which a 
course, T gave, likewise a shot gun. pistol, three or four dozen new vute sacks 
‘machetes,’ etc.. and if it had not been because I manage the language good. | was 
saved from further trouble. 

“When the Americans entered Vera Cruz, all the Americans in Micos were gathered 
up like cattle, even ladies. and shut up in the American grocery store for three days 
and insulted in various ways. and the next dav they all left on horseback. except me. 
as my wife was sick. Some of them got through to Tampico in three days after many 
hardships, and two men were stopped, Mr. Speedy, English, and Cavan, American. 
to be shot. but happened to escape. ‚This wae all done by Carranzistas. 

“A little while after this one Sunday afternoon, I was sitting in my house with my 
family. when up came a Carranza captain with four soldiers, took a horse J had tied 
up and commenced to ineult me for Gringo, ete.. one of them. a youth about 14 vears 
old, pointing his rifle against me. They were all drunk. I had a part of a bottle à 
Mexican brandy in the house and I told the captain to step inside. offered him a chair 
and a drink. another, and talking to him until he got reasonable and left. and even 
told the soldiers to tie up the horse where it was before. It wag not the first time that 
a drink saved a life here in Mexico. 

During all this time everything was taken away little by little until nothing w3 
left. no animals to work with, ete. ` ` 

Three years ago in month of January, I was woke up one night at 10 o'clock. In 
came a bunch of armed men, about 20 of them. Thev demanded $1,000, rifles. etc.. 
and when I told them that I did not have it, the captain told one of hig men to gets 


rope and string me up. l 
‘Again I talked him out of it when I told him he could have the corn, about # 


bushels. which J] had on the second story. 

“While we were up loading. some of the men had cleaned up my bedroom. as | 
had only put on a pair of pants when F left bed, sheets, pillows, stockings. boots 
blankets, shirts. and coal. All I got back was my boots. pants, and an undershitt. 
I did not like to see a rope ao near a second time. 

“Afterwards they burned the house. 

“For the last four years or five, not a month, sometimes not a week, has pasel 
without wrecking a train, robbing the passengers, and carrving the young girls away. 

“Where vou before could not travel on a train or horseback, vou would not no¥ 
even an old burro, dog, or a chicken. People in the ranches live hidden in the 
mountains, their houses being burnt down by Government soldiers, this being esp 
cially true in the oi) fields, even big towns gone.” 

The following is the statement of Mr. M. L. MeCrocklen. now deceased: 

“ This is to advise vou that on the morning of November 15, 1913, at my hacienda 
‘Espiritu Santo. ` Micos, Mexico, about 5 o'clock of said morning, I was surrounded 
by a Mexican Army consisting of Gens, Carranza and Villa forces, to number of 200 
well-armed soldiers, while I was working at my sugar mill. Thev demanded me t° 
proceed to the house at once, Which I did at the point of Winchesters. They then. 
on reaching the house, demanded 3.000 Pes os of me. I was unable to produce more 
than 600, which they took, and immediately calling tor a rope and tying it around 
my neck and hanging me toa tree and began t turing me, my toes just touching the 
cround. 1 begged permission to allow my foreman and clerk to witness the execution 
a) that they could tell my family what had become of me. They granted the request 
explaining that they would execute all of the Americans immediately after my deat! 
As a last resort l plead with them that I was an old man. being 7I years old at the 
time, and had only a few more years to live, and had alwave been good to their pe Td 
and asked them to call my employees up and carefully ask them. which they id, 
and after conterning with all of my captains. they granted my pleadings. provided * 
would place in the hands of the leader 3.000 pesos at a lonely spot designated 1n the 
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mountains. and said that if this amount was not deposited in the place designated 
at the stated time they would return and burn my entire hacienda and kill me. After 
promising to meet their demands they finally released me. taking me to my house 
avain, together with my other American employees, at the point of their guns, and 
held us for five hours while they were looting and sacking my house, store, and bode- 
gas of their entire contents. After loading the same and carrying it all away, to- 
gether with all my mules, horses, and saddles, then they robbed my foreman and 
clerk of all clothing and pers nal effects. I fled for mv life to a seaport and remained 
at Tampico. Sometime in December, 1913, 1 met Hon. John Lind. United States 
representative of President Wilson, and discussed the whole matter with him, and he 
directed that I should file a claim for my loss, but should mike every effort to save 
my erop of sugar cane, and if I succeeded in saving it, should send in a credit of same 
to Washington, D. C.. to be indorsed on my claim. He did not think I should go 
on the hacienda, but might remiin along the railway and watch it, but this finally 
became of no use and the crop was a total loss. ” 

The following is the statement of Mr. Hiram Catron, related to me on October 25, 
1919: 

“My name is Hiram Catron, American citizen, born in Hawkins County, Tenn., 
March 9, 1850. Came to Tampico. Mexico, January 28, 1907. Located on my ranch 
at Las Palmas February 1, 1907, and have resided there until August 1, 1919, when 
conditions became so bad that I left and have been staying in Tampico or vicinity 
since, because there is reason to believe that I would be murdered if [ remained on 
my property owing to the fact that my son, Peter Catron, was assassinated June 7, 1919. 

“My ranch of about 1,400 acres is named hacienda Las Puentes, near the station of 
Las Palmas. San Luis Potosi, and I resided there continuously until the Ist of August, 
1919, with the exception of 40 days—from June 24, 1016, until August, 1916 —during 
which time myself and family took refuge in the mountains to escape a maraudin 
band of Carranzista soldiers, who were terrorizing that part of the country in which 
lived. My son and myself returned to the ranch trom our hiding place in the moun- 
tains, and were fired upon by the Carranzista soldiers, when we again took refuge in 
the mountains until notified by friendly Mexicans that the Carranzista soldiers had 
leit the vicinity of my ranch. The Carranzista soldiers had looted my ranch during 
my absence of 32,000 pesos (Mexican paper money) and $100 (American money), 
10.009 pesos worth of sugar, 800 pesos worth of cotiee, 4,000 pesos worth of corn, 10,000 
pesos worth of household goods, 40 head of cattle, 3 mules and 1 mare, 7 sets of harness, 
1 farm wagon, and several plows. This was the total loss during this one raid of June 
24, 1916, and since returning to my ranch August 5, 1916, up to the time of my leaving 
it, August 1, 1919, I lost about 350 head of cattle, 10 head of horses, and 6 head of mules. 

On June 7, 1919, my son, Peter Catron, had taken a small canoe from the ranch 
house to the Tamesi River about noon, and about 8 p. m. the team returned without 
any driver. Search was at once begun and continued until the second day, when my 
son's body was found floating in the river, the wounds in his body showing that he 
had been murdered. One shot from a 30-30 rifle had entered the back of his neck 
and come out under his chin, causing instant death. Subsequent investigation has 
developed the fact that two Mexican cattle thieves, one by name of Isabel Valderis 
and Elenzo Zeuira had committed the murder. This was told by an eye witness by 
name of Luterio Cedillo, who lives near the scene of the murder and who had followed 
the Mexicans and saw them shoot Peter Catron. The reason for the murder was that 
these two Mexicans had been stealing cattle from my ranch, as well as from other 
Americans in the country, and my son Peter had caught them in the act and had 
complained to the authorities, which resulted in their being arrested and placed in 
jail charged with stealing cattle. Owing to the influence of Gen. Manuel Laraga, who 
is a Carranzista general at Guerrero, and who exerted his influence in behali ol these 
two thieves, they were given their liberty; and in order to intimidate other Americans, 
they committed this cold-blooded murder. 

My son, Peter Catron, who was murdered as aforesaid, was born in Berry County, 
Mo., December 19, 1881, and came tu Mexico in March, 1908. He lived with me on 
My ranch until the time of his murder, being sober and industrious, and well liked by 
both Americans and Mexicans. He was my principal help in managing my ranch as 
he spoke Spanish very fluently, and for the reason that I was so dependent on him I 
deemed it unsafe for me to stay there on the ranch after his murder. 

‘‘ My losses and the mistreatment I have received have been caused by Carranzista 
soldiers or bandits operating under their protection, as is evidenced by the following 
incidents: 

“During the year 1913, I had 300 bushels of corn taken by the troops of Gen. Manuel 
Larraga: and in February. 1914, Gen. Nafarrate camped with about 1,500 soldiers on 
Myranch They destroyed about 6.000 pesos worth of sugar and corn, besides cutting 
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down 60 acres of sugar cane, which was a total loss for two years following. Sugar cane 

produced about 200 pesos worth of sugar per acre each year, so that my loss for the # 

acres was in the neighborhood of 24,000 pesos. ` 

“The colonists have been systematically robbed and some of them murdered {or 
the sole purpose of intimidating those who remained, and to compel them to dexn 
their property, which is then confiscated or destroyed by the Mexicans under the 

rotection of the Carrancista troops. All of the territory in the vicinity of my rant 

is controlled by Carrancista troops under Gen. Manuel Larraga, whose brother. 
Leopoldo Larraga, has purchased many head of live stock at a fraction of their value 
from the theives ops ous. in that territory. The ranch of Gen. Manuel Larraga at 
Guerro is stocked with the best cattle selected from the former colonists of the Atascador 
and other colonies on the San Luis Potosi Railway. Also a number of the farm imple- 
ments in use on his ranch are known to be those stolen from American colonists. who 
have been driven from their homes, and whose farms are now either grown up in brush 
or occupied by Mexican squatters. 

“It is in vain that appeal has been made to the Government of the United State 
through the medium of its consular representatives, as they have invariably taken the 
matter up through the State Department at Washington with the Mexican Gover- 
ment, who in turn report the matter to the local authorities and the American who ha 
so complained to his own Government has then been much worse abused than before.” 

The following is the translated testimony of two eye witnesses to the murder of 
as Catron as taken from the Primary Court, City of Valles, State of San Luis Potea, 

exico: 

Statement of Virginia Villasana: Anguna 25, 1919, having been summoned, Virginia 
Villasana appeared. She was informed of the penalty for false testimony, and having 
been questioned regarding herself, she said: ‘My name is as written, 38 years of age. 
a widow, a native of Tula, Tamaulipas, and living on the ranch Las Puentes, in the 
municipality of Villa de Guerrero.” On due examination she replied: ‘On the ith 
of July, which was Monday, and about 12 o’clock, Eleno uera, Isabel and Pedro 
Balderas, and a boy about 12 vears of age, a brother of the Balderas, came to my hone 
which is at La Cuaya, and which belongs to the ranch Las Puentes, the property af 
the Americans, Monty and Pedro H. Catron, situated in the municipality of Vill de 
Guerrero, my house being about 50 paces from the river. Said parties were a little 

intoxicated, Isabel Balderas being more so than the others, as he laid down to go t 
sleep and the others stayed there, Zequera carrying a gun, the others not having arms 
for, as I knew, they were going to stay in the country. About 1 in the afternoon 
Don Pedro Catron came, alone and on foot and cael , to get a hammer. a hatchet. 
and a bottle of whiskey, telling me that he was going to put a boat in the river to tish, 
and after he had left the house with those things, and was a short distance away. Eleno 
Zequera talked to him, regarding some cattle which Zequera had on the Las Puente 
ranch, and said: ‘Listen, Don Pedro, you told me to take the cattle away.’ Don 
Pedro replied: ‘Yes, take it away.’ Then Eleno said to him: ‘No; why should Í 
take it away, and now that I think of it I won't take it away.’ Don Pedro replied: 
‘Yes, man; take it away.’ Eleno then said: ‘Now, another thing. I know that vou 
say that I take away cattle, that I am a cow thief; that I even steal cattle from my em- 
ployer.’ Don Pedro replied: ‘Yes. man, why not? Eleno asked him if he had 
roofs of this, to which Don Pedro replied that he had proofs. 

“To this Zequera asked what proofs he had. And then Zequera said: ‘Prove it,” 
and immediately fired a shot from a gun on the saddle, in the direction of Don Pedro, 
and without raising it to take aim he fired, the shot taking effect in his throat or neck 
and came out behind at the nape of the neck, and at a distance of about 2 meter. 
Immediately Don Pedre fell dead, without making a motion, Then Zequera tri 
to carry the body of Don Pedro to throw it into the river, and demanded the assistance 
of Pedro and Isabel Balderas, and as the latter waa asleep he was awakened by Pedr 
to help Zequera to throw the body, and as these refused to help Zequera threatened 
them with the firearm, making them help him, and the Balderas, Zequera, and the 
boy who was with them, threw the body into the river, Zequera telling everybody 
the house that they should not say anything about what had happened or the same 
would happen to them as to Don Pedro. Jn my house at that time were my two 
daughters, Francisca Sanchez and Eustacia Cedillo, and my nephew Eleuterio Cedillo, 
who witnessed the deeds which I have narrated, as they happened at a short distance 
from the house and on the nearby highway. I want to state that the disagreement 
which arose between Zequera and Catron was because of the matter of the cattle which 
Zequera had on Catron estate, for which he did not pay pasturage, and because he stote 
cattle from Catron, as shown in the conversation which thev had, and which was the 
cause of his death. Afterwards, and only once, and while I was away from the house, 
Zejuera came and asked if I had said anything about what had happened, and when 
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I said T had not he threatened to harm them if thev should do so, promised to pav 
their living expenses. He askea if anyone had been searching for him, and hoped 
that they would, and that Monty would come that he could kill him also.” The above 
has been read, was certified to, and was not signed, as she could not write. 

Statement of Francisca Sanchez: In the City of Valles. on the 12th day of the month 
of September, 1919, after being summoned, Francisca Sanchez appeared; she swore 
to tell the truth, and on heing questioned regarding her history said: “My name is as 
written; am 19 years of age, unmarried, a native Estacion de Las Palmas, and live at 
the ranch La Cuava in the municipality of the Villa de Guerrero.” Having been 
examined in accordance with the summons she replied: ‘‘It is true that on the 7th 
day of July last, in the morning, and befcre 12 o'clock, Eleno Zequera, Isabel, and Pedro 
Balderas, and Amancio Balderas, their brother, about 12 years old, came to the house, 
Eleno being armed with a gun, the Balderas not carrving arms, and all on horseback. 
I do not know why thev came to the house, where my mother, Virginia Villasana, 
Eustacia Cedillo, my mother’s niece, and Eleuteric of the same name, a brother of the 
former and T live, and as fsabel Balderas was a little drunk he laid down to sleep in 
the kitchen of the house. Shortly afterwards the North American, Pedro H. Catron, 
arrived, to get a bottle of whisky and an axe to take to «cme place where he had a 
wagon; T did net see anv arms on his person. After he left the house Eleno Zequera 
caught up with him a short distance down the road. and [ could not hear what they 
were talking about because of the distance, but from the signs they were making it was 
seen they were disputing, but mv mother, Virginia. who was near, must have heard. 
They were talking in this way when leno Zequera, who had gone after Catron on 
horseback, fired a shot from the gun he wag carrying. Don Pedro falling dead immedi- 
ately. Justat that moment Fustacia went to awaken Isabel Balderas, who was asleep, 
and then Eleno Zequera threatened my mother and us not to tell what had happened, 
and made Fedro and Isabel Balderas help him to carry the body of Don Pedro to 
throw it in the river, ana Jsabel Balderas hit Pedro with the handle of an axe, telling 
him to go to the road ana see if anyone was coming, Amancio afterwaras going away 
with a horse, and [, having seen the body of Don Pedro, saw that he hac a bullet hole 
in his throat. After this Zequera as well as the Baldcras went awav, the former alone, 
taking the road to Santa Elena, and the others toward the ranch where they live. 
About 15 dave afterwards Eleno Zequera came back to the house tn campany with 
Guacalupe del Angel and a boy called Elenterio whese family name T do net know, 
on horsenack and armed; they remained only a short time, and only asked abeut the 
other Americans. and then went away." She certified to the foregoing alter it had 
been read, and did not sign, as she can vot write. I attest. 

Mr. L. told me the following story: 

‘‘On or about November 27, 1917, Mr. L. L. Wieder, an American citizen, one of 
the colonists of the Atascador, went to the town of Guerrero, S. L. P., Mexico, to 
complain to Gen. Manuel Larraga, who was at that time, and still is, a Carrancista 
Officer in charge of Government troops in that district, his complaint being that 
cattle thieves had robbed him and other Americans in that settlement. On his 
way returning when about 2 miles from his home, he was shot and killed by Mexicans 
whose names are Alalio Nava, Domacio Nava, Inez Barron, Camilo Martinez, and 
another whose first name is Nicholas. After robbing him his body was leit lying in 
the public road. He received one shot in the heart, two through the head, and one 
through the leg and one through the hand. The above-named murderers are now 
living on the Atascador and have never been tried for their crime for the reason 
that Gen. Larraga controls the court absolutely and prevents their giving justice as 
has been demonstrated in other cases. 

‘‘Shortly after the murder of Mr. Wieder, 275 head of his cattle were taken by 
the above-named murderers and Cecilio Roque, Antonio Castillo, Emilio Sanchez, 
Nieves Barron (a brother of the Inez Barron mentioned), and Juan Cruz to the town 
of Guerrero and sold to Col. Leopoldo Larraga, brother of Gen. Manuel Larraga, for 
the sum of $11 per head. His household goods, the sheet-iron roof of his house, his 
farm wagons and plows were also taken to Guerrero and sold to the same party. The 
farm wagons and plows were sold by Julian Reyes and Alberto Rodriguez. The 
wagons are in use in Guerrero to-day and can be identified. All fences and buildings 
on the farm belonging to Mr. Wieder have been carried away or destroyed. l 

‘‘Another American colonist of the Atascador had 300 head of Durham cattle 
taken by Camilio Martinez, Inez Barron, Alberto Rodriguez, Alalio and Damacio 
Nava, Antonio Castillo, Cecilio Roque, and Nicholas , and sald to Col, Lec- 
poldo Larraga and Maj. Pedro Zamudio—one team of American mules, one Per- 
cheron mare, wagons, l rses, farm implements, and other movable property were 
taken and the buildings and fences all destroyed or taken away. One of the thieves, 
Camilio Martinez, now lives on the Harnvack farm, which is called La Providencia. 
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‘‘From Mr. E. S. Dunn the same band of thieves took 50 head of very fine dar 
cattle, household goods, implements, etc.; all fences and buildings are gone. and 
the purchasers were the same two men, Col. Larraga and Pedro Zamudio; the later 
is now mayor of the town of Guerrero. 

‘‘From Mrs. D. E. Duff 40 head of fine dairy cattle were taken, as wel! ag all iam 
implements, buildings, and fences destroyed or stolen, by the same band of thieve 
named above, and by orders of Maj. Pedro Zamudio. 

‘*At the present time there is not one American settler left in the Atascador colony, 
nor is there one American house left except in ruins. 

‘‘Tt ig useless and it would be foolish to ask any further redress of the courts ot 
Mexican authorities, as their lives as well as their positions are absolutely dependent 
upon the military authorities, and these last mentioned are aiding and abetting i 
the crimes of murder, robbery, and terrorism which has been systematically carne 
out to dispossess the Americans of their property. 

«A very creditable witness told me yesterday, October 25, 1919, that within the 
last month he had seen one of the Jersey cows stolen from Mre. D. E. Duti in the 
possession of Gen, Manuel Larraga, at his home, which trifling bit of evidence gre: 
to prove that he was interested in getting the best of the loot. 

‘Therefore it is worse than useless to look toward the Carranza officials as they 
are constituted at present, for redress. It will merely put them on guard and thes 
get their henchmen together and nicely whitewash all of the black spots in their 
records. 

“Protest is hereby made against the confiscatory decree of article 27, constinite 
of 1917, which attempts to coufiscate the subsoil rights of our property. Protest 
also is made against the abridgment of our rights to sell our properties to anvone 
but Mexicans, unless the purchasers agree to consider themselves Mexicans wih 
respect to such properties, and therefore not to invoke the aid or protection oi their 
governments in connection therewith. (Art. 27, clause 1, Constitution of 1917.1 

‘When the Americans began to colonize the tract known as Ataseador it wi 
entirely unpopulated, and semiwild long-horned cattle roamed over it; the oppor 
tunity to purchase was open then and had been for years, but the Mexicans had mt 
developed Lacre of the rich farming land there. But when the Americans had chare 
and developed the land from jungle to well improved farms, they are murdered. 
robbed, their women ravished, and a general campaign of terrorism inaugurated i 
the sole purpose of enriching a few Carrancista ofhcials who coveted the fruit of Oe 
labor of the American colonist.”’ 

Mr. N. makes the tollowing statement: 

“For 25 vears l have lived in one community in the State of Tamaulipas on a plant 
tion purchased and devel: ped by myself trom its virgin condition of voung-timier 
land. Sixteen of these vears were passed under the administration of Porfirio P8 
and the ditferent governe rs of the State during that pericd, with all of whom | had the 
most intimate relations, and received from them every Consideration and kindnes. 
as well as from the local authorities. During all that time I had but one legal ch 
troversy with anyone. 1 was received as a friend by all of the Mexican people with 
whom Í came in contact and the same consideration that they extended to all the 
other foreigners who show a dispesition to help them develop their country by werking 
their landş or mines upon modern lines ut any special effort to exploit them. 
These years were uneventtul, the most of my time being devoted to the imprevemell! 
of the property. 

“The vear 1913 was the first vear of revolutionary activity that we felt in this se 
tion of Mexico. On April Is of that year ] was awakened at about 12 o'clock at night 
by a summons from some armed men accompanied by my mayordomo. whe. alter ] 
had admitted them, said that they were scouts of the forces of Lieut. Col. Nafarate. 4 
revolutionary chief who had revolted against the Huerta révime near the City 0! 
Mexico and had come overland from the city toward Victoria. Tamaulipas, with the 
intention of executing vengeance on the people of Victoria for a rather summary OS 
missal that they had received from these people. 

“The message that these scouts brovght to ine was that thev had taken the town of 
Llera that afternoon at 4 o'clock and proposed to make mea visit Within a day or Ow. 
assuring me that they were familiar with my kindness to the people of that distet. 
and would therefore give me all pretection, “1, of course. realized that this visit meant 
something besides that and I asked them whatit was that thev really wanted. ! hey 
replied that they wanted a can of coal oil and a bucket of crude petroleum. W uich | 
immediately ordered the mayordomo to deliver to them and then dismissed them. 

“During the next few days this revolutionary party went recrviting among tne 

of the municipality, and on the 20th they called upon me in force, being mt” 


people AC ae : : 
duced by an old friend of mine who had been the candidate for the Maderista parts | 
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for the year before for president municipal, but had been defeated by the efforts of 
the clergy and landowners. the ticket representing them being victorious, as alleged 
by their opponente, fraudulently. 

“Lieut. Col. Nafarate and Maj. Navarrete were the leaders of about 75 veterans of 
the Madero revolution, who had made this long trip of approximately 700 miles from 
Mexico City in 20 days. They assured me that they required nothing of me. but 
would appreciate it if I would give them the rifles and ammunition which they knew 
that I had. I thought it the better part of discretion to surrender the arms, as they 
had respected all of my other property. They immediately passed on to my neighbor’s 
hacienda, where they spent the night, the owners having fled at their approach. They 
occupied the main dwelling. obliging the foreman to surrender 20 or 30 horses and 
otherwise disposing of the property as though they were the owners. 

“During the two days that this force had held the town of Llera, capturing the 
municipal officers who were alleged to have been fraudulently seated, and made them 
eign an agreement not to exercise the duties of their offices any further, and left other 
officers of their own chonsing who were principally those officers who had been defeated 
at the preceding election. Early in the morning of the 22d of April this force, after 
traveling 45 miles during the day of the 21st, appeared before Victoria, the capital of 
Tamaulipas, and demanded the surrender of the town, which was refused by the then 
governor. Matias Guerra. The town was garrisoned by a detachment of the Tenth 
Regiment of Rurales under Capt. Navor Torres, assisted by the Defensa Social. a 
voluntary organization of citizens. The rebels were defeated and by evening were 
in flight in the direction of Matamores. 

“I was afterwards told bv friends in Victoria that the rifles which the rebels received 
from me were really the only arms thev had that caused any dangerous situation, as 
the other arms thev had were not important. 

“Within a few days the former officials of the municipality of Liera, who had signed 
under duress the agreement not to exercise the duties of their oflices again, returned 
to their oflices— were in daily discharge of their duties. Nothing further was heard from 
Lieut. Col. Nafarate and his band until Mav 13 of thesame year, when he surprised two 
freight trains and a passenger train at a switch near San Francisco, 30 miles due south 
of Victoria, on the Monterey and Gulf division of the National Lines of Mexico. They 
caused the passengers to alight, taking prisoner two of them, a Spaniard named Lucas 
Haces and a Mexican named Barberena, who were at once accused of being enemies 
of the revolution and sentenced to death. Barberena was finally reprieved by some 
powerful friends of the revolution who happened to be on the train, but Lucas Laces, 
accused of being a foreigner and taking part in the recent fight at Victoria, was taken 
a short distance below Forlon Station and executed. His body remained there ex- 
posed several days and was literally devoured by wild animals. 

“The leader of this band of revolutionists was Col. Jesus Augustine Castro, after- 
wards subsecretary of war for two years under the Carranza administration, His record 
has heen a notable one. From being a conductor on the electric line between Gomez 
Palacio and Torreon at the beginning of the Madero revolution, he had organized what 
was called the Twenty-first Regiment of Rurales, and it was a remnant of these rurales 
with their Maj. Navarette, who had attacked Victoria, and after being defeated had 
gone to receive more arms and ammunition from across the Texas border, and had re- 
turned. On this occasion they numbered with their new recruits some 200 well armed 
and well mounted men. 

“Upon receiving advice of the affair of the shooting of the Spaniard near our station 
at Forlon, 3 miles from our plantation, and the presence of Col. Castro's troops at said 
station, I drove over there with a clerk, and for the first time became acquainted with 
Col. Castro and renewed mv acquaintance with Maj. Navarette. I found the colonel 
affable, and heassured me that his desire was to protect all foreigners against molestation 
by his troops. 

“He then left the railroad, proceeding to Nicontencatl, where he continued his 
propaganda, and of course received daily acquisitions of recruits to his troops. He 
made a wide detour toward the west to the mountains and then returned to the railway 
station, passing our plantation at 5 o'clock in the evening of the 16th of May, where he 
paid his troops from money obtained from merchants of the towns passed, having 
surprised the old officials of the town of Llera performing the duties of their offices, which 
they had agreed not to, and executed two of them and pardoned the presidente, Al- 
berto Muniz, on account of his son-in-law having joined his forces, after giving him a 
good beating. R 

“Having paid off his troops at our plantation, Castro proceeded to another hacienda 
far the night and early in the morning his seouts were surprised by running upon 
Federal scouts protecting the flank of the Federal forces repairing the railroad at 
Ysasi Station, which were going north to meet another force coming south from Vic- 
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toria also repairing the railroad. During the morning Castro captured an unfortunate 

lineman, who was coming ahead of the Federal troops repairing the telegraph wire 

and hung him. He organized his forces at Forlon Station and during the day gave 
battle first to one of the forces going south and then to the force coming north, retreating 
at nightfall with about 300 men. During the night he buried his dead, and bright and 
early in the morning he retreated westward toward the mountains. 

“In the meantime the conductor of the passenger train that had been captured by 

‘astro had found refuge at my house. Upon the retreat of Castro toward the moun- 

tains, this conductor made his way to join the Federal forces amd gave the officers all 

the information thev reauired to put them on their guard. 

“On the 18th of Mav the Federal forces reappeared under command of Capt. Torres, 
and I went to meet them. I was immediately accused of being in league with the 
revolutionists, but after some discussion, in which I proved that it would be imposable 

to take any other stand than what I took, I was released and advised to be very di» 

creet in any relations I might have with them, as I was under suspicion of being one 

of their sympathizers. The railroad was fully repaired the next day and Sunday, 
which was the 20th of May, I was surprised by a Federal force of cavalry and infantry 
at my plantation, who commenced impressing my laborers into the service of the 

Federals. After demonstrating my entire sympathy with the Diaz government, my 

men were finally released, the Federals going on their way to Victoria. Nothing 

further happened in the immediate neighborhood until the combined attack against 

Victoria on the lth of November of the same year. They were successful after two 

days’ fighting, the Federals retreating southwestward through the mountains toward 

the railroad trom Tampico to San Luis Potosi. During this attack the rebel forces 
under command of Col. Sartos came to our station, burned that station, and destroyed 
a car of corn that I had loaded the day before, visiting me shortly afterwards at the 
lantation, where he obliged me to give him food fof his men and horses, remaining 
in that vicinity about four days, during which time he informed me that his orders 
were not explicit, but he thought he would destroy the pumping station and water 
tank, and fuel oil deposit and pump at Ysasi Station, which I begged him not to do, 
showing him that if his party was successful they would need all of these supplies 
and machinery. Ile agreed that I was right, and finally returned to Victoria. 

“On November 25 Col. Viviano Saldivar came through from Victoria with 150 men, 
arriving at dusk. I met him upon his arrival, and he assured me that his chief, Gen. 
Luis Caballero, had sent him in advance to assure me that he was friendly to foreigner 
and would give me all protection, both to me personally and to my property; but 
having outstripped his commissary train, he would appreciate it if I would give hum 
corn and fodder for his stock, as well as two fat cows with which to feed his troops, 
promising me to return the same in the morning upon the arrival of his commisary 
train, which he did. 

‘He spent the next five days scouting around the country, taking possession of the 
stocks of goods of the merchants and the cattle and horses of the ranchers who were 
known enemies of the revolutionists, returning to Victoria with a large quantity 0 
loot which he had thus obtained. This oflicer always treated me with the greatest 
of kindness and consideration. ” 

“Within a few days the advance upon Tampico began. Several hundred troops 
passed during the week, all of whom I was obliged to feed without recompense; how: 
ever, in some cases I obtained receipts. 

“The attack upon Tampico occurred December 5, and lasted two days, the revolu- 
tionists being defeated. A permanent force was left at Los Esteros Station, 28 miles 
north of Tampico under the command of Col. E. P. Nafarete. He remained there 
with occasional skirmishes with the Federal troops stationed at Altamira, 15 mile 
north of Tampico, through the winter. 

“I was obliged to transport my vegetables for export to the United States through 
the lines of both the rebels and Federals, and my relations with both continued 
friendly during all that time, but especially with the revolutionary leaders, who were 
at that time very desirous of being recognized by the United States. On May 13, 
1914, after driving in the Federal outposts, a determined attack was made on Tampic 
by the rebels under Gen. Pablo Gonzalez, and the town was taken. The Federals 

under Gen. Morelos Zaragoza went in the direction of Mexico City. ; 

“ Previous to this in April an acute crisis occurred for foreigners, when the United 
States forces attacked and captured Vera Cruz. During that period 1 consulted Gen. 


Caballero, in charge of the forces EEEE Tampico at the request of several American 
colonists, and asked him what woul the 


t be his attitude toward foreigners shoul 
rebels and Federals unite against the American forces. He assured us of his pro 
tection, and said that in case of hostilities he would send us under safe conduct to the 


nearest United States forces. 
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“The casualties of the rebels in attacking Tampico at the different times during 
the winter of 1913-14 were approximately 1,000, as I was informed by the adjutant of 
Gen. Caballero’s brigade. At no time were foreigners seriously molested during this 
period. Their losses consisted principally in having to feed large numbers of rebel 
troops who happened to be in their neighborhood. 

t‘ About this time I joined an American, who was manager of another hacienda. in 
a telecram to President Wilson, urging him to recognize the Carranza revolutionists 
as being the faction of the revolutionists most numerous and homogeneous. We 
received no direct reply. 

“One of the instances of the capture of Victoria in November, 1913, by the revolu- 
tionists’ troops was the capture of the president of Llera and various other local au- 
thorities, who were immediately hung. | Jn fact, within a few monthe not one cf the 
nine members of the municipality survived. Since then a strange mortality has over- 
taken almost every successive municipal administration of Ilera. At least three 

residents have been executed by first one side and then the other, the fourth having 

een caved by me upon his plea to me to furnish a payment. to the Villista commander 
of 1,000 pescs, which I did, and which, by the way, still remains unpaid. The his- 
tory of this municipality, I think, is typical of those of a great many others in Mexico 
during the past six years. 

“First one partido would come along and find some incriminating evidence against 
officials or civilians, and they would be arrested and sooner or later executed. For 
instance, the town of Xicotencatl in 1915 was occupied by the Villistas, who obliged 
several of the prominent citizens to contribute to their cause. When they were 
driven out by the Carranza forces, these liets of contributions by these citizens were 
found, and they were immediately arrested by Gen. Luis Caballero and placed in 
the penitentiary in Victoria, with instructions 10 the commandant that should the 
Villistas be on the point of victory these pclitical prisoners shculd be executed. 
The signal for the execution should be an explosion at the Government palace. The 
explosion occurred, but it was a machine gun and not what the jailer supposed it was, 
a signal for the execution of these unfortunate people. He immediately executed 
them by firing on them through the bars of their cage. Thus the best citizens of 
southern Tamaulipas were executed and buried in one common grave. Only one 
escaped. Being well supplied with funds, he bought his way out. However, per- 
W ly, I have no complauit to offer concerning my treatment by the revolutionary 
eaders. 

“They never looted or destroyea my property, but they did occasionally take 
horses, mules, and saddles. I have fed thousands of them and their horses, of which 
I have little record. I have receipts for some, but eftener they refused to sign receipts, 
and I, of course, was glad to get off so cheaply in comparison to my Mexican neigh- 
bors, against whom the revolution was really directed. 

“They have not lived on their properties for six years, and these are in a very 
lamentably ruined condition, producing hardly 50 per cent of their prerevoluticnary 
production. 

“I have never left our property for more than a few weeks or a month at a time, 
and then it was only once a vear for a visit to the United States. Even when the 
danger of armed intervention by the United States was most acute I refused to leave 
our home at the command of the United States Government, preferring to take 
chances of personal danger to abandoning my home, which meant ruin after so many 
years of hard work. | 

“ Aside from the feeding cf so many troops and their horses, my real losses would 
not exceed $7,500 in value of corn burned at station and work animals taken and 
cattle and hogs killed for meat. A rough estimate of the feed consumed would add 
$10,000 to this estimate. ; 

“It was not until April 9 of this year that a band of bandits, who have been hovering 
around the valley in the western mountains 20 or 40 miles away, made a raid on 
our property during the temporary absence of the garrison. On this day, being in 
the store, 1 heard shots and cries in our Village of laborers’ houses, and on looking 
out l saw a bunch of armed men riding toward us firing as they came. I took protec- 
tion from the bullets. Firing soon ceased, and I was the first prisoner taken. The 
man who captured me took me at once to the leader, Elario Medina, who received 
me rather coldly. He had formerly been one of my employees, but committing 
some petty crime had fled to the mountains and gathered a bunch of thieves and 
assassins. They had killed al] of-our elected municipal officials one after another 
for three years, so I hardly knew what to expect. But I protested against the looting 
of my store and house and the houses of my employees. 

“They said they were Peleasistas, a real revolutionist of the oil country south of 
us. They had adopted this leadership in order to get rifles and ammunition, but they 
were simon pure bandits. 
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“They treated me well personally. but exacted a written promise from me to pay 
them 300 pesos monthly under the veiled threat of taking me with them to the moun- 
tains for ransom. 

The losseson account of this raid were approximately 7,000 pesos in merchandix 
and money and work animals taken from my store and 2.000 pesos in clothes and 
money taken from tenant farmers, who were left in a very pitiable condition. 
although none of them were personally abused. 

“I reported the facts to the governor, who expressed his regret and promised pro- 
tection. But, on May 9, just 30 days a!ter the first raid. the bandits came again to 
collect the monthly tribute, and took value of two and a half months’ tribute. ^r 
750 pesos. l have not made any effort to locate them to pay them the balance due 
to date. 

I again protested to the governor in person and have had a strong garrison of troops 
ever since. The expense of feeding the horses of these troops devolves upon us. 
which. besides their everlasting thieving, make a heavy charge on me. 

“The present situation in northwestern Mexico, bounded by the Rio Grande on 
the north. the Gulf of Vexico on the east, to Tampico on the south. the railroad line 
to San Louis, and north to Laredo, is that production in a great measure has ceased. 
except in the large towns or plantations that are garrisoned, Outside of these limited 
numbers, these who are actually working have to pay tribute in one form or another 
to roving bands of bandits. some of them having more or less revolutionary titles, 
but the effect being the same. i 

“The railroad situation is typical. The administration of the railroads has suffered 
such losses on account of the burning of trains, both cars and engines, that the rolling 
stock is not sufficient to take care of the freight, so that oflieials sell the cars for the 
trip at prices ranging from 100 to 150 pesos per car, all freight being at the regular 
express rates for car lots, which makes it a heavy charge on low-valued freight. Toral 
freight in less than carload lots is unknown, There is at present. piled up in the 
freight warehouses at Victoria. freight that has been there for the last five months. 
Where that freight is corn or semiperishable stuff. it is. of course. now worthless. 

“The military situation is another terrible scandal. 1 am assured by friends of 
mine v ho hold commissions in the Carranza Army that the captains are allowed to 
pad their pay rolle sometimes to the extent of 50 per cent. receiving of course the 
corresponding pay of 1.25 pesos per man per day, plus the teed for his horse, which 
is 40 cents per day. Al cavalry commanders receive this item of forage for their 
horses. This forage comes from the farmers where they are billeted, but the farmer 

gets not | cent of pay for it. 

“T have been required by different commanders to make invoices for feed furnished. 
even receipting them but have never received a cent. 

“Tn return the captain must pay his regimental commander an average of 500 pesos 
The regimental commander pays his brigade commander correspond- 


per month. | 
It is fair to say that at least one-half of the Federal army budget 18 


ingly. ete. 

graft. 

“The condition of the poorer people outside of the towns as a result of the bandit 
activities is pitiable. In most instances they have lost their blankets and other 
articles of clothing to such an extent that they are suffering severely in the winter 
weather, and J feel that I am rendering them a great assistance in stating these facts 
with the hope that some remedy may be found for such a terrible situation. IN 
fact. my neighbors constantly appeal to me, asking how long can this situation last.” 

Mr. O. made the following statement to me: ; 

“This information concerned my abuses and property losses at the hands of the 
various classes of Mexican bandits: All these people who carry arms are bandits and 
in this section of country it is controlled by the Carrancistas. Just a little south the 
country is controlled by Manuel Pelaez. But it will be noticed that 80 or 90 per cent 
of the robbing has been done in territory controlled by the Carrancistas and in a 
majority of the cases there was absolutely no attempt to punish the guilty parties; 
therefore it became useless to make anv complaint to the authorities. l 

"My firt loss was one horse stolen in June, 1913, by thieves. Next in May, 1911, 
the American people in my settlement were advised to pack our traps and go: this 
advice came to me from a captain on an English man-of-war Iving in Tampico: I sent 
mv wife out, she went out on the Conweticut, and five dave later I received a native 
from a Mexican judge, delivered to me by two American negroes. who had agreed to 
help fight the Gringoes: this notice informed me that J must surrender all my guns an 
ammunition and horses and myself to him ‘the judge) at once. I refused to surrender 
and went to see some more Americans who lived near me and found that one hac 
already fallen into the hands of the Mexicans (Federals), Well. 1. together with the 
others, provided ourselves with some grub and guns and ammunition and made out 
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way through the brush to Tampico, or rather the mouth of the Panuco River: there we 
were picked up by a launch from an English gun boat the same day. The same 
English people picked up about 125 other American people: they fed us that night 
and next day they took us to sea and put us aboard the S. S. Cyclope and took us to 
New Orleans. I came back to Mexico in August, three months after we had been 
driven away, only to find that I had lost eight head of work horses worth $1,200, 
United States currency, and one stallion worth $500, and three large hogs worth $225, 
and 190 chickens worth $50, and household goods and guns and carpenter tools worth 
$500. and four head of American cattle worth $200, and growing crops worth $1,000. At 
this time I had 2] acres planted to citrus fruits, iust commencing to bear. At once I 
set about to buy horses to get mv land cultivated, but only succeeded temporarily. for 
in June in 1916 we had to beat it again and was awav three months, again returning 
October 1, 1916, and immediately commenced to cultivate my land again. But ever 
since I have not been able to keep stock sufficient to keep mv land cultivated, so 
therefore, I have lost 75 per cent of mv fruit grove, worth $5.000. In March, 1916, on 
one occasion, I was beaten and punched in the stomach with guns bv Carrancistas, 
In May, 1917, my wife was at my home with a Mexican servant woman and two Mexi- 
can workmen; there came three bandits at midnicht and robbed the house of every- 
thing of value, clothing and bedding and $35 cash. In June. 1917. the thieves took 
three American cows worth £300. At the time they robbed mv house my wife escaped 
and went into the woods and staved the rest of the night. They abused the servant 
woman trying to make her tell where more money was hid. 

“In October, 1918, there came to my house at night a Mexican who lived near me 
but believed him to be mv friend. He commenced to break the windows and when I 
opened the door to see who it was, I simply poked mv face against the muzzle of a 
large American pistol. Of course I did not lose any time getting mv head back, but 
none too soon, for at the same time there was a blast from the pistol almost burned my 
eyes, the ball tearing splinters from the door just past my head. Well, of course, I 
reported the case to the judge at Pueblo, Vieo. He had the man to appear before him, 
and I also appeared as witness and gave the judge the facts and the judge assured me 
that I might go home, rest at ease, as he. the judge. would send the man away where 
he could nat give me any more trouble. When I got home the man was already there, 
Waiting for me, armed with a nice letter from the judge telling me the man was a good 
man but had only been drinking bad whiskev and if I would only be kind and nice to 
the man he thought. the man would let. me alone. 

“Please notice that in telling this 1 only wish to make it clear that the American 
people can not get any protection from the authorities. At another time a Mexican 
who was known to be in with the Villistas and Tampico, although being occupied 
with C'arrancistas and this man, wanting to get on good terms with this Carrancista 
colonel, stole from me a very tine American mare worth $200 and made the Carrancista 
colonel a present of the mare. At another time in April, 1918. I had bought seven 
head of work horses, and my wife was living at my home and I was working 11 miles 
away from home. The Villistas came to my house and took six head of horses. My 
wife and I walked 18 miles trying to get our horses back. and Gen. Valducero told us 
that if he had not needed the horses he would not have taken them. Thrée days later. 
as soon as the Villistas were well gone. the Carrancistas from Tampico went to my 
house looking for the Villistas and got the one mule the Villistas had left. At another 
time some bandits stole one of my cows, and my Mexican man who was working for 
me reported to the judge at Tampico Alto. and the judge went and got part of the meat 
and hide of the cow, but made no attempt to punish the thieves. 

“At another time some thieves stole five head of my cows and had butchered one. 
I was away from home; a Mexican told my wife where she could find her cow’s hide 
in a tanning vat. She went to the judge at Tampico Alto and asked the judge to arrest 
the man who killed the cow and get the hide from the tanning vat, and the judge 
refused to do anything for her. 

“Please remember I am not trying to tell of my losses, but only wish to show that 
the American people can’t get any protection from the authorities. and it is well to note 
that in a very great many cases Where men representing dilicrent oil companies have 
been held up and relieved of pay rolls that the bandits always knew just how much 
money there was in the pay roll and demanded just that much. and there was abso- 
lutely no other way for that information to get through other than through the Car- 
rancistas, At another time there was a bunch of bandits went into a camp of one of 
the oil companies and cleaned the camp of all jewelry and clothing and bedding and 
about $10,000 cash. Next day the Carrancistas came to this same camp looking for 
the bandits and immediately the Americans recognized the Carrancistas’ horses as 
being the same horses the bandits rode the day before. 
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“Only a short time ago, just 114 miles from here, the superintendent of the pipe- 


| 
line department of the Mexican Pete Co., together with another American and one 
Mexican, was shot, not held up (but shot first), and then robbed of a pay roll of 18.000 


pesos. 

“Most of the civilian population in this section of the country knows who tho 
bandits are and where they live; I myself know most of them and we all know that 
the authorities know, yet there is no real attempt made to punish them. 

_ “I have lost altogether 24 horses and 9 cows, together with growing crops and house 
hold goods, hogs, and chickens. But my greatest loss is in being deprived of the 
privilege of living at home and farming my land.” 

The following is a synopsis of a statement made to me by Mr. P., an American 
citizen born at Waring, Tex., who has lived in Mexico over three years, most ol the 
time farming. 

For the past three years has farmed near Isasi, Tamaulipas. There are several thou- 
sand acres in the hacienda, 600 acres of which are in cultivation and under irrigation. 
Crops have been very good during most of the time Mr. P. has farmed the hacienda 
and he has raised an average of five carloads of corn for the market over the amount 
required to feed the stock on the ranch; in addition to which he had been raising a 
few hogs and cattle. 

On October 29, 1918, bandits numbering about 40 came to the ranch and robbed 
Mr. P. of $12 pesos in money, took all household goods and provisions—even taking 
the blankets covering three corpses of Mexicans on the ranch who had died of the “thu” : 
— took the clothing away from those sick at that time, took 21 mules and | horse, 
some corn. These bandits were led by Francisco Medrano and Hilario Medina. 

At other times Mr. P. has lost small amounts of corn by Mexican tenants of ad- 
joining ranches coming boldly into his tield in daylight and loading his corn on buros 
and carrying it away. On his complaining to the local authorities in one instance 
four of these thieves were arrested and taken to Victoria, Tamaulipas, for trial, but 
the man whose tenants they were happened to be a friend of Gov. Osuna, and he had 
them released and they came back to the ranch and have openly threatened revenge 
for his haying them arrested. Mr. P. is one of the Americans between Tampico and 
Victoria, Tamaulipas, where at the beginning of the revolution there were several 
prosperous colonies of Americans. Mr. P. says that it is impossible to get car to 
ship produce in by freight but the Government will furnish the cars if ordered at 
express rates. It costs 150 pesos to ship by freight as against 300 pesos for express to 
Tampico, from Isasi. | 

Mr. P. states that the Carrancista soldiers will not tender the Americans any pro- 
tection against bandits for when appealed to, they say that their duty is to guard the 
railway stations. And occasionally when the Carrancistas hear of the bandits having 
a lot of cattle and horses which they have stolen of the various ranchers both foreign 
and Mexican, they will make up an expedition against the bandits who are usually 
easily separated trom their booty, which then becomes the property of the Carran- 
cistas as the spoils of war they call it. If the rightful owner demands his mule or 
horse or cow he may have the same by buying it back from the (arrancistas. 

Owing to the bandits making threats against the farmers that they will be made 
to suffer if they complain to the authorities, and if they do not furnish money in many 
inst inces when it has been demanded of them, Mr. P. said that he thought he would 
leave the hacienda at once. 


Mr. Q. made the following statement to me: 

“J was born in West Virginia, and am an American citizen, 68 years of age. Have 
been in Mexico since 1901, and with the exception of a few months have lived on my 
farm of about 65 acres, one-half of which isin oranges. Some of my Mexican employees 
have been in my employ for many years, which indicates that my treatment of them 
has been kind and just and satistactory to them. On December 20, while returning 
from town in my buggy to my ranch at about 4 p. m., I was halted by a Mexican, 
armed with a revolver and a knife. The bandit surprised me by appearing suddenly 
out of the brush which fringes the road, and halted me with the word ‘Expedite.’ 
I stopped the mule and inquired what he wanted. He replied, ‘Your money, 
which demand I complied with as quickly as possible because of the fact that he had 
his revolver pointed at me and was so close that he could reach his hand out and 
receive the money which I tendered him. I never argued the question of giving up 
my money or gave him the least cause for injuring me. Never he aan he threatene 
me with his knife repeatedly and appeared about to stab me. While I was bein 
robbed the mule had entangled one ot the lines, and as soon as the Mexican steppe: 
away from the buggy and ordered me to drive on I stepped from the buggy; the bandit 
fired one shot at me, while my back was turned from him, the bullet striking me 10 
the fleshy part of the calf of my leg. I judged the revolver to be of .38 caliber, and 
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as the bullet did not disable me at once, I scrambled into the buggy as the bandit 
ordered me, to drive on toward home. 

“When I had driven about 25 yards I noticed that the wound was bleeding so freely 
that I turned across the road and looked back to where the bandit was standing and 
called to him, saying in Spanish, ‘Man, you have killed me. Permit me to go back 
to town to see a doctor.’ He ran toward me calling me vile names and brandishing 
his knife at the same time, threatening to kill me if I did not go on toward home. I 
made haste to comply before he reached the buggy again and drove slowly up the road 
for about 300 yards until I felt sure that the bandit had left the road for the brush 
which grows heavily on both sides. As soon as I estimated that he had returned far 
enough into the brush to make it reasonably sure that I could pass without. heing 
mistreated, I turned the mule back toward town and drove as quickly as possible to 
secure medical attention. As soon as I reached town I took a launch for Tampico, 
and arriving at the fiscal wharf at Tampico I was carried ashore by two United States 
sailors by the name of Floyd and Elmore from the United States ship Niagara, which 
is stationed in the Panuco River. The sailors carried me to a carriage, as my leg had 
become so stiff from the wound that I could not use it. I drove to the hotel where I 
summoned a doctor who gave me treatment and made me as comfortable as possible. 

“About two hours after my arrival at the hotel, at about 8 o’clock, to be exact, the 
judge of the first instance and his secretary came and asked me for a detailed state- 
ment of the robbery, which I gave him, with the request that no mention be made of 
it by the newspapers, and he assured me that my wishes would be respected. It is 
here noted that the etailed account of the holdup was published in the local press 
the following day, which article placed the blame on me by saying that I should have 
been armed, which as all Americans know is not possible unless you secure a special 
permit, which special permit is not always recognized by the Carranza soldiers, as 
they frequently disarm foreigners who have permits to carry weapons. The paper 
went on to say that I was to blame in that I should have had a revolver and should 
have fired it twice in the air to frighten the bandit so he would not have robbed me. 
The press did not charge any blame to the bandit nor to the Carranza soldiers, who 
made no effort to apprehend him. In response to my request the American consul, 
Claude I. Dawson, sent a young man from his office to get a statement of my adven- 
ture. In conclusion, I would say that the suffering and indignities we American 
colonists are enduring is far harder to bear than the loss of property. The amount of 
money secured from me by the bandit was only about $30 We have enough property, 
if we were unmolested, to support us bard comfortably here in Mexico; but owing to 
the troublesome state of affairs we would not be able to dispose of our property for 
anything near its value, and if we return to the States to live we feel sure that our 
property would soon be entirely destroved, as it is only by constant effort that we have 
prevented it from being devastated so far.” 

Mr. Don D. Morehead made the following statement to me: 

‘I was born in Boise, Idaho, October 20, 1895, and came to Mexico in 1908, and have 
been in Mexico ever since except for two trips to the United States. The first five 
years in Mexico were in peace and we were getting along finely and we were respected 
and thought well of by the Mexicans, but in 1914, when the revolution was at its worst, 
the Mexican Federals treated us just as usual, but the Carrancista soldiers were rob- 
bing houses and stealing our property so we decided to go to Panuco to work with 
our mules on the new railroad: which was being built there. We reached Ebano on 
the day that the United States troops captured Vera Cruz. There the Federal troops 
confiscated our outfit and we went by train from Ebano to Tampico, being shanghaied 
out of Tampico with other Americans and landed at Galveston. 

_ “We returned to Mexico after three months and found our ranch of the Atascadcr 
in very bad shape, owing to the depredations committed by the Carrancistas in our 
absence. Through many difficulties we remained on our ranch until the Pershing 
expedition entered Mexico, when we were told by friendly natives that the United 
States was at war with Mexico and that all Americans would be killed. We organized 
a force of Americans from the colony and hid out in the mountains for about six weeks, 
during which time the Carrancistas robbed the property of the Americans of all that 
they desired. Several times we were fired upon by the Carrancistas when we were 

ing back and forth from the settlement to the mountains. We were told b 
endly Mexicans that the object of Carrancista soldiers was to run all of the Amerie 
cans out of Mexico and confiscate their property. In this they were very successful, 
for a great many of the colonists had been so robbed and mistreated that they had 
returned to the United States, deserting all their property to the Mexicans. 

“Gen. Manuel Larraga has been the commander of the Carrancista forces at Guerrero, 
State of San Luis Potosi, for several years and, while not actively participating in 
the robberies of the Americans in the colonies between San Luis Potosi and ampico, 
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has been responsible for the execution of the majority of the deeds of violence which 
have been committed on the colonists in that vicinity. Men under his command 
would steal cattle from the colonists on the Atascador and sell them to Gen. Larras. 
who in turn would ship them to market, knowing all the time that they were the cat- 
tle of the colonists in the Atascador and other American settlements. He was al» 
responsible for the murder of Lincoln Weider and Peter Catron, for the men who com- 
mitted these murders were under his protection and it was due to his influence that 
they were not apprehended and punished for their crimes. One night in November, 
1917, Lincoln Weider was returning from Guerrero to his ranch and he was killed 
from ambush, as was also a Mexican employee with him. Both were shot in the 
back and their persons robbed of all valuables. The primary object of the murder 
of Lincoln Weider was to put him out of the way, so that thev could steal his cattle. 
We found the bodies of Weider and his Mexican employee the day after they were 
murdered and gave them burial. We found out later that the murder was committed 
by cow-punchers, in the employe of Manuel Larraga, whose names are Cecilio Roque. 
Inez Baron, Camilo Martinez. Alberto Rodriguez, Masema Nava, and Eulalio Nava. 
They were the employees of Manuel Larraga, and had made repeated threats that 
thev were going to kill all the Americans on the Atascador. 

“At that time, November, 1917, a few American friends and I were about the only 
Americans left on the Ataseador and we gathered what cattle belonging to us that we 
could tind and left them in charge of a Mexican by the name of Torivio Ordones who 
was very trustworthy. Torivio Ordones had lived on our place about. six months 
when the same bunch of bandits aforementioned as having killed Lincoln Weider 
came and took our cattle by order of General Larrago, they said, and then returned 
again about two weeks later and executed the Mexican whom we had left. in charge 
of our stock, also robbing the place of everything we had left in charge of our employee. 
Our property is now being occupied by Carranza soldiers under orders of Maj. Pedro 
Sumideo, who is said to have ordered the killing of our Mexican employe, Tonvio 
Ordones, i 

“After leaving our property in 1917, a friend and myself went to work for Jones and 
Cowan, American ranchers of San Luie Potosi, working on their sugar plantation. 
Here we were unmolested for a time. but in 1918, bandits under Cedilio Brothers 
came and robbed the place. The first occasion they did not commit many outrages, 
but on the second event they killed seven Mexican workmen and one woman. an 
outraged many of the Mexican women on the plantation. They burned the houses 
and stripped the clothes from the dead as well as the living. They also took every 
other article of property which could be carried away with them and burned many 0 
the houses and improvements. My îriend and I were shot at several times but luck- 
ilv escaped to the mountains. The situation had become so perilous here that we 
went to Tampico and sought employment. 

“Since taking employment in the oil fields at Tepetate I have experienced very 
good treatment from the forces of Manuel Pelaez. the revolutionist who controls part 
of the country in which the oil wells are located. I have worked two years in the 
Tepetate and Chinampa fields and find that the forces of Pelaez treat foreigners very 
well, while the Carranza soldiers who are stationed in and about the fields in the same 
place, are very impudent and insulting. The officers of the Carrancista soldiers often 
get drunk and commit many offenses against Americans and other foreigners, and there 
is no power to restrain their unlawlul acts. I still own property in the Atascador 
colony but the land itself is practically all that is ieit. most of the improvements hav- 
ing been burned and all the personal property carried away. ”’ 

Since making this statement Mr. Moorehead died of typhoid fever and is therefore 
gafe from reprisal. ; 


Mr. R. made the following statement to me: 
“I am an American citizen: born in Coryell County, Tex., May 27, 1886; come to 


Mexico in December, 1904; locating in the Chamal Colony, State of Tamaulipas. 
From 1904 until 1912 the colony lived in a state of peace and grew very prosperous 
until the revolution broke out in the State of Tamaulipas, as it had already been raging 
in other parts of Mexico. After the United States entered Vera Cruz a number of 
American women and children were taken to the mountains and hidden by the men 
of Chamal Colony to protect them from the hordes of Carrancista soldiers who were 
pillaging the settlements in our vicinity and committing many atrocities on Mexicans 
and foreigners alike. : 

“I was among others of the American colonists who did not have time to reach the 
United States after conditions became bad. so about the middle of Mav, 1914, a number 
of us hid out in the mountains for about 20 davs. until the American consul sent & 
messenger to locate us and insist that we bring the women and children to Tampico to 
be removed from Mexico or get them out of danger of execution by the Mexicans. 
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Foreigners were being arrested bv the Carrancistas wherever they could be found and 
their property confiscated, and in many cases the Americans were threatened with 
death in order to make them give up their property willingly. 

"After moet of the other American colonists had left Chamal Colony I went to work 
in Tamaulipas. During the time I worked the above ranch it was raided by bandits, 
who looted the property and robbed us of all clothing and other valuables which they 
could carry away. These same bandits surrendered to the Carranza forces at Tampico 
shortly after the robbery and looting of the above property and their chief, Fabion 
Aguilar, was granted amnesty for the entire band by the Carranza Government and 
Aguilar was commissioned a colonel in the Carrancista army and is now located at 
Tampico, where he is in possession of many cattle, horses, and mules, and other prop- 
ertv stolen from the colonists of Chamal Colony and other colonies in that vicinity. 
When asked for the return of the property stolen by him the Carrancista general in 
charge at Tampico has told several Americans that the property in question could not 
be returned because Aguilar had been granted amnesty for all of his acts. Therefore 
thev could not prosecute him or get the property returned. 

“In August, 1919, I was taken prisoner by a bunch of bandits about three miles from 
the ranch and held prisoner for about half a day, during which time the bandits stood 
me up to shoot me several times, and once selected a tree from which to hang me. 
They robbed me of my horse and forced me to lead them to the ranch so they could 
enter the property without giving alarm to the other employees there. They then 
robbed the property of all provisions and clothing, harness, and saddles, and took five 
horses to carry away their loot. 

“In October, 1919, I was sent to Victoria, Tamaulipas, to receive a bunch of mules. 
In the road we met a number of Carrancista soldiers, who intercepted some of my 
Mexican helpers, beat them with their guns and lariat ropes, and scattered the mules 
into the woods. One of them also attempted to beat me with his rope, but I told him 
not to, and caught his rope when he struck at me and pulled it away from him. The 
Carrancista ofticer, for this is what he proved to be. then drew his sword to strike me. 
I caught his hand holding the Ae and dragged him from his horse and finally 
dropped him on the ground and, spurring my mule, escaped from him. When I 
encountered the balance of the band of soldiers, who were a little farther along the 
road, I asked for their commanding officer and they told me that this was a bad place 
for an American and that I had better go. We escaped from their hands, gathered up 
the mules again, and finally arrived safely at the ranch, but the above incident shows 
how much illtreated Atnericans sulfer at the hands of the Carranza soldiers even though 
they give no offense and are going about their business peaceably and lawfully. 

“Owing to having been through so many scrapes like the one recited on the ranch, I 
have finally decided to quit working as I find it too dangerous to remain longer in 
. that part of the country. Conditions since 1913 have been such that I have,risked 
my life many times at the hands of both the Carranza soldiers and other bandits not 
operating directly under their command.” 

Mr. S. made the following statement to me: 

“In writing this article on the taking and looting of the city of Valles, State of San 

Luis Potosi, and the horrible deeds which were perpeirated on that day and ior sev eral 
months thereatter, nothing that oceurred will be exagzerated or set down in malie. 
The incidents that will be narrated passed under the personal observation of the 
writer. or were related io him by reliable witnesses, 
_ “The coaditions describe] herein are not peculiar to the District of Valles. being 
In fact ceneral all over the Republic, for almost every hamlet, town. and city has 
passed and is passing through the same ex perience, many villages having a population 
of several hundred people having been entirely blotted from the face of the earth 
during the past six vears. 

“The writer has left Mexico with the intention of not returning until the reign of 
anarchy now prevalent over practically the whole of Mexico is a thing of the past. 

“In order to vet the right perspective it ig necessary to siate that Valles is one of 
the oldest established towns in Mexico. existing long before the Spanish conquest, 
for jt isa matter of record that when the Spaniards atrived there they taundan Indian 
town of considerable importance, and when Don Joreph de Escandon, deseribed in 
the ald rev-ords az ‘Count of the Sierra Gorda. Knight of the Order of St James, Colonel 
of the Regiment af Queretaro. Lieutenant of the Cap! ain General of the Sierra Gorda, ’ 
arrive) there in 1748 he esiablishe a mission and had constructed there a church 
in order to convert the Indians from their pagan gods to the Christian religion. 

At the outbreak of the Madero revolution in 1910 the city had about 2.500 people 
and had the distinction of containing on its tax list the largest number of names of 
American property holders of any city in the Republic of Mexico, there being lovated 
Within its limits the American colonies of Atascador, San Dieguito, and Los Platanos. 
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“Lands in this district, with but few exceptions, were not held in large tracts. and 
it was indeed a rarity to find in the city itself anvone living in a house not owned by 
the occupant. | 

“The people were law-abiding and prosperous. Politics did not trouble them and 
the authorities were elected annually from among the best people in the town and 
surrounding country, the only difficulty experienced bheing the reluctance of the 


best men to take office. — 
“The Madero revolution atiracted but little attention. and did no damage fo the 


city or any of the out!ving villages. 

“fn February. 1913, Severo Ovarvide. a well-to-do cattleman. while traveling on 
the public h ivhwav accompanied hy Roman Larrava, encountered one Manuel lar- 
raga, nephew of the aforementioned Roman, and in a shooting scrape which occurred 
Ovarvide was killed and Roman Larraga wounded. This quarrel had ita origin in 
politics, Manuel Larraga having heen an adherent of Madero during the political 
campaign of 1910, and the other two favoring the reelection of Porfirio Diaz. After 
the killing of Ovarvide, Manuel Larraga hid out iu the brush, and the downfall of the 
Madero government occurring a few days afterwards, he was enabled to collect to 
gether a few adherents, and in order to avoid standiny trial for the killing of Ovarvide. 
rose in arms against the government of Huerta. His following, however, was so sant 
that outside of making traveling hazardous some 20 miles from the city and compelling 
the payment of tribute from a few sugar plantations, no damage was done until late 
in the year, when the burning of ranches belonging to those of other political faiths 
became general. an 

‘“‘Poliical conditions in the surrounding country in the early part of 1914 became 
unsettled, largely on account of the work of propagandists of the Carrancista revolu- 
tionists among the Huasteco Indians, of whom several thousand lived in the mountains 
some distance from the city. 

“Tn March, 1914, the town was alarmed by reports that a large body of revolutionists 
were within a few miles of the city, but the citizens were reassured in a day or two 
by the news that they had passed going towards the North. 

“On Easter Sunday, April 12, at 4 o'clock in the morning, the city was rudely 
awakened by the firing of thousands of rifles, the rattle of machine guns and by yells 
bursting from thousands of throats of Viva Carranza, Viva Villa, Viva Zapata, Viva le 
Revolucion, and the alarmed citizens jumped from their beds and saw with horror 
that the outskirts of the town were in flames. 

“The small garrison consisting of some 30 Federal troops, put up some resistance, 
but seeing that they were outnumbered 100 to 1, sought safety in flight. 

“The everadvancing path of the revolutionists was plainly evidenced by the burning 
of more and more houses, the occupants in most cases having taken to the gardens 
surrounding their houses. : 

“The dismay of these industrious citizens as lying on the ground surrounded by 
screaming women, and crying children and momentarily expecting death, they w 
the destruction of their homes, built by the toil of many vears, and in many cases 
the houses laboriously erected by their own hands, may be better imagined than 
described. i 

“By daylight the Carrancistas were in undisputed possession of the city, the ouly 
point held by the Federals being the railroad station, some 2 miles from the city 

roper. Here there were some 20 Jucheteco Indians from the State of Oaxaca, who 
haa been stationed there to protect the building and neighboring bridges. These « 
Indians defended the station from 4 o'clock until 10 o’clock in the morning and then 
retired in good order, their ammunition having become exhausted. This was the 
only place where the revolutionists suffered any casualties. As soon as the Indians 


retired the Carrancistas set fire to the station and all surrounding houses, including 


the cottage built in modern style and owned by an American, the owner barely 
escaping being shot on account of having been accused of giving one of the Indian 
soldiers a glass of water a few days previously. 

“In the meantime the city of Valles had been given up to pillage. Stores, large 
and small, irrespective of the political affiliations of the owners, were broken into and 
the shelves left bare. l , 

“Neither were private residences respected, for orders had been given to the soldiers 
to burst open the doors of any residence found closed, and anything found therein 
was to be considered common property. 

“The working classes of the city were invited to take part in the looting, refusal to 
do so being considered as evidence of nonsympathy with the revolution. 

“The judge of the county court, Lawyer Estevan Ruiz, was taken from his home, 
marched to the church square, and shot without any semblance of trial. This man 
had a wife and four children, who followed him to the place of execution, begging 
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and pleading for the life of their husband and father. But all in vain. Just before 
the execution the wife broke through the cordon of soldiers, and threw herself into 
the arms of her husband for a last embrace, but a voice of command rang out: ‘Take 
away that woman.’ then a brief silence broken by a volley. a woman’s scream, and 
rae silence for the newly made widow had fainted. Then again a voice rang out: 
‘There lies a man who lived like a pig and has died like a hog. He served the usurper. 
When Huerta, the man he loved to serve, killed Madero, his widow wept over the lead 
bod¥. Let this widow now weep over the corpse of her husband.’ 

“A few hours afterwards two boys, neither of whom had passed the age of 18 years, 
were marched to the same spot and executed. Their offense was that they had been 
policemen in Valles. 

“When the town was attacked several citizens attempted to escape to the svr- 
rounding country. some succeeding and others not. Among the latter was a man 
of the name of Manuel Rodriquez. who owned a small ranch in the neighborhood. 
This man a few days previous had written a letter to his nephew in Tampico, stating 
that it was rumored that an attack would soon be made on Valles. but that he did not 
believe it would take place, as he doubted that the Carrancistas had the courage. 
This letter was found in his possession when captured, and he was thrown into prison. 
Some of his friends learning of his plight went to see Gens. Milan and Galindo, com- 
mandine the Carrancista herds. and were told that Rodriquez would be shot at sun- 
down. but on their plea for clemency it was finally decided that he should be tried 
by court-martial the next day. The next ‘morning after several of his friends had 
interceded for him, testifying to his good character, his aloofness from politics, and 
the fact that he was the principal support of two widowed sisters and of a nephew of 
tender age, it was decreed that his hfe should be spared if he would join the Car- 
rancista forces. This man was physically unfit to be a soldier, being almost blind, 
but the so-called military judges were inexorable, and Rodriquez signified his assent 
as the only alternative to save his life. 

‘The sheriff of the county, an old man of over 60 years of age, was discovered in 
hiding on Monday, and his case was tried immediately after that of Rodriquez. This 
man had several witnesses to prove that he had often befriended men of well-known 
Carrancista tendencies and had in effect often done so to his own detriment. He was 
given the same alternative as Rodriquez—join the revolutionists or be shot. He 
also signified his assent to impressment into the ranks. 

‘These two men were taken next day to the town of Guerrero, some 20 miles dis- 
tant, and both shot. it having been discovered that the one was too blind, and the 
other too old, to be soldiers. Thir graves are on the banks of the River Tamuin, the 
man ordering their execution, Gen. Augustin Milan, is now governor of the State 
of Mexico. 

‘‘One of the first acts of the Carrancistas after the capture of the town was setting 
free the prisoners found in the jail. This was the settled policy of these people, as 
thereby they gained many adherents among the criminal clags, as thugs, murderers, 
and thieves were valuable adjuncts and especially suited for the work in hand. 

“At this time there was a man in jail of the name of Venustiano Gonzalez. This 
man in his early manhood had been sentenced to death for robbing and murdering 
a Messenger carrying money from Valles to Tancanhuitz. but his sentence had been 
commuted to seven years’ hard labor in the penitentiary, which he had served. 
In 1910 he had been accused of the murder of an old man, who opposed his marrying 
his daughter. When the Madero revolution triumphed Gonzalez had been set at 
liberty by the Maderistas, but the case had never been detinitely tried and legally 
was still pending. This man having friends in the Madero government decided 
that it was a good time to bring the case up and consequently came to Valles from 
San Luis Potosi. where he had been set at liberty, and with a good deal of brageadocio 
asked to be tried. But the plans of men and mice aft gang a-glee. for before the trial 
came olf the Madero government fell, and he found himself again in jail, with an 
excellent prospect of justice being done, which of course was the last thing he desired, 
there being no donbt of his guilt, in fact one of his accomplices before the act having 
turned State's evidence. This man, upon the taking of the town, was set at liberty 
and was very insistent upon the necessity of the execution of the judge. He was 
made a captain in recognition of his zeal for the cause. 

“Lieut. Defoe, of the Federal army, was wounded during the attack on the town, 
but managed to get into the brush, where he stayed all that day and the following 
night, but being delirious with fever from his wound, on Monday he crawled ont 
upon the roadway, and was discovered by Capt. Lucio Blanco of the Carrancista 
army, who challenged him with the usual crv of “Quien Vive?” The voung lieu- 
tenant. in his delirium, answered Huerta, and without more ado Blanco placed his 
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revolver against Defoe’s temple and scattered his brains over the greensward. 

Blanco afterwards boasted of this act as a great deed. The fact that he did so shwt 

Defoe was corroborated by an American who happened to be present when the murder 

was committed. 

“On Monday the Carrancista officials ordered all records of the courthouse, includ- 
ing criminal and civil cases, records of deeds, etc., brought out in front of the court 
and burned. 

“While the town was being looted the generals in command called a meeting o the 
most prominent citizens, and told them they had to deliver to him by 4 o'clock that 
afternoon 16,000 pesos, as their contribution for the furtherance of the cause. By? 
o’clock that afternoon 10,000 pesos had been collected, and the committee then 
waited upon Gen. Galindo who had charge of this particular branch, to inform him 
that they could not collect any more. Gen. Galindo replied that before taking the 
town he had been under the impression it was a much larger place than it really was, 
and he had thought of levying a forced loan of 100,000 pesos, and he considered he 
was doing the town a special favor by only demanding 16,000 pesos. 

“He had secured a list of all the well-to-do people, and asked why a certain widow 
lady whose name was on his list had not subscribed. Upon being told that she had 
not been solicited on account of her widowed state he replied, ‘Put her down for 1,00 
pesos, and tell her that 1f she does not pay by 4 o'clock I will turn her over to my 
soldiers.’ The widow paid, thus saving herself from a fate which would have been 
worse than death. Ile also informed the committee that if the whole sum was not 
delivered by the specified time, those private residences which had escaped looting 
would no longer be exempted. The 16,000 pesos were collected and delivered. 

“One of the things that struck observers was the utter lack of discipline among 
the oflicers and the soldiers. The ofticers, on their arrival in town, had ordered the 
doors of the courthouse broken down, and had brought from the looted stores cases 
of wine and boxes of beer, which were piled four or five cases high in front of the court 
building, and held high revel therein. The soldiers soon broke up into small groups 
each one having a bottle in his hand, which, when half emptied, was dashed to the 
ground and a fresh one tried. Soldiers clasping each other around the necks an 
maintaining their equilibrium by leaning against each other were a common sight. 
Others would fire indiscriminately in the air, and yell their war whoops. 

“Another thing that attracted attention was the fact that nearly all the soldiers had 
brand new rifles. 

“The church, the schoolhouses, and in many cases, private residences were con- 
verted into stables or something worse. 

“The shrubbery on the Plaza which for years had been well cared for, was trampled 
under the feet of men and horses, the streets of the city were literally covered A 
corn, as there was plenty of it, and it was shoveled out on the sidewalks and streets 
for the horses to eat and trample on. Fields planted near town with corn were entet 
into, the corn cut down and ted to horses, the owners, in many cases poor men, being 
afraid to make any remonstrance. Wanton destruction, in fact, was the order of the day. 

“The forces of Larraga, mentioned in the first part of this article, had not taken 
part in the attack, but arrived in the afternoon. Itis not the policy of revolutionists 
to allow an otlicer well known in a town to capture it, because having many friends 
and possibly relatives therein, he is Hable to use his influence, or at least be requeste 
to, to save them from having their property looted, or to aid them in contributang 
heavily to a forced loan. Such an officer is allowed his opportunity in another region 
where he is unknown, 

‘Who then were these men who had come, as their leader stated, over the body of 
the murdered judge, to bring justice (sic) to Valles? 

“They were the same party, augmented by new recruits, who had passed a few 
miles distant from the town a month previous. They had gone to Matamoros, on thè 
Texas-Mexican frontier, which was in the hands of the Carrancistas, where they hat 
been supplied with brand new rifles from the United States, and were now on thelr 
wav back to the State of Vera Cruz, from whence they came, looting every village 
and ranch on their wav back. 

“The town remained in the hands of the Carrancistas for three days and the revelry 
of drinking and looting continued, when suddenly an outpost came into town 8 out- 
ing the Federals are coming, and in a few minutes the whistle of an engine was heard, 
and then the booming of cannon. . 

“Then pandemonium broke out among the ofticers and soldiers of the Carrancista 
forces, and each man made for his horse, but not to meet and defeat the Federals. 
Qh, no; only for the purpose of getting away without firing a shot, each man for him- 
self, but each one carrying on his person and strapped on his horse all the loot that 
he could carry. A great many found that they were overloaded, and for miles out 0 
town, in every direction except that along which the Federals were advancing, thè 
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roads were littered with bolts of calico, silks, canned , etc., discarded by the 
‘patriots’ who had come to give justice to Valles. e town of Valles was like a 
sucked orange, why attempt to retain it, while other towns only a few miles away 
were still unscathed and had not yet been ‘redeemed’? 

“The Federals only stayed a few days, having been called to Tampico on account 
of the famous ‘Tampico incident,’ which led to the taking of Vera Cruz by the 
American forces on April 21, 1914. 

j pon the retirement of the Federals the forces of Manuel La took possession, 
they having only retreated to their old lairs, about 20 miles from the city. 

“One of the first acts of this general was to order the arrest of Herminio Perez, a 
young man of about 25 years of age, his offense being that he had run for the State 
legislature under the Huerta régime, although not successful in the campaign. He 
was delivered to the Indians and was tortured for several days before he was put to 
death by hanging. 

“A brother of this unfortunate man, who was a stockman in a small way, fearing for 
his life, left town and joined another band of Carrancistas who were operating a few 
miles away. After a few months’ service with this band, he applied for and obtained 
a passport from his commanding officer to visit Monterey, but on his way he was 
detained by forces of Gen. Larraga, brought to Valles, and also turned over to the 
Indians, and suffered the same fate as his brother. This man, Fortunato Perez, 
was married and had four little children, whom they left destitute. This man had 
never had anything to do with politics. 

“Another brother, Santos Perez, and the only remaining one, esca from the town, 
and reached the United States, but having learned of the terrible tate that had over- 
taken his brothers, on the outbreak of hostilities between Carranza and Villa, returned 
to Mexico, and joined the Villista forces, and when the Villista wave swept down to 
Ebano, he was in the force that occupied Valles on the retirement of the troops of 
Larraga. The Carrancista officers became aware that Santos Perez was with the 
Villistas, and on their retirement, left several letters where they were bound to be 
found, purporting to be in answer to letters received from him offering to betray the 
Villista forces. Upon the discovery of these bogus letters Perez was taken to the grave- 
yard and there put to death. 

“Pedro Castillo was delivered to the Indians to be tortured and killed, his offense 
being that he was the tax collector of a neighboring town. 

“Augustin Lucero, a poor boy, who earned his living as a peddler, suffered the same 
fate. His offense being that. he was considered lukewarm toward the revolutionary 
cause. 

“Ricardo Palenzuelvs lived in the town of Tancanhuitz, which also fell under the 
sway of Gen. Larraga. This man’ Palenzuelos had the misfortune of having a good 
horse, which the commander of the Federal troops stationed there some few months 
previously, wished to buy. Palenzuelos refused to sell, but upon the commander 
insisting, stated that, while he would not sell the horse, as it was a gift from a friend, 
he, in his turn, would give it to the commander, which he did. Upon the occupation 
of the town of Tancanhuitz, Palenzuelos had been assessed 1,000 pesos as his quota 
to the forced loan placed upon the town by the Carrancista forces. This he paid, but 
it having arrived to the knowledge of Gen. Larraga that he had given his horse to 
the Federal commander, the former sent soldiers to arrest him. Palenzuclos was 
brought to the presence of the general and accused of his offense, which he ad- 
mitted, stating the circumstances. IIe was ordered taken to the village of Tanlajas. 
Upon hearing this, Palenzuelos, who knew it meant death, pleaded with the general 
to allow him to remain with his wife, who was laboring in child birth, and who had 
been in terrible pain for several days, being unable to deliver the child, until his wife 
should be relieved, or until she died, as it was onl y a matter of a few hours. The general 
replied that he had nothing to do with his (Palenzuelos) family affairs, and ordered 
him taken away by force. He wasshot the same day and his wife died that afternoon.” 

_The accepted principles of law and justice not only of Mexico but of the entire 
civilized world, have been inverted by the revolutionists of that country. The 
people of Mexico had been taught that stealing was wrong, but we have seen in the 
above narrative that the lower classes were invited, and in many cases, forced to take 

om stores and private residences, anything they could lay hands upon. They had 
been taught that the taking of human life was a heinous crime, they saw defenseless 
men, innocent of crime, shot without compassion, while murderers, thugs, and thieves 
were set at liberty and honored; they had been taught to respect the sanctity of 
churches irrespective of creeds; they saw the old church; hoary with age, turned into 
a stable and a brothel. They had been taught to construct; the revolutionists showed 
them how to destroy. 
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Is it then any wonder that five years after the events above related, the country is 
still being ravaged, from the Gulf to the Pacific, from the Rio Grande to the Guate- 
malan border, by bands of more or less strength, largely composed of offshoots from 
their own organization? Can the leopard change his spots? 

These dissolvent groups, having sly one object in common, that of loot, succeeded 
in establishing themselves in the seat of power, and with its tentacles reaching out 
to every State capital, and from there again to every municipality in the country, 
the monstrosity, which is known as the Government, has dévoted itself to the problem 
of devising means of sucking the last drop of blood from industry, while other tentacle 
severed from the main body, but animated by the same unworthy motives, prey 
upan the same industries, each in its own peculiar way demanding its pound of flesh. 
The Government, by the enactment of unjust and arbitrary and retroactive laws, 
attempts to throttle by confiscation, and exorbitant taxes, the revolutioniste with 
arms in their hands, take what they find, and levy tribute. The parentage of both 
branches is the same, having their common origin in anarchy, communism, disorder, 
class hatred, atheism, and assassination, which of late years we have come to know 
under the general term of bolshevism. 

What a pity that this unnatural production was not allowed to die aborning, as it 
would have, but for the solicitous care of the man who acted as accoucheur, and who 
afterwards stood sponsor for it at the baptismal fount—President Wilson. 

This concludes the statement of atrocities and outrages on colonists, and I will now 
take up the outrages and robberies directly eed with the operation of the oil 
companies in the vicinity of Tampico. For the years 1917 and 1918 I will merely 
give the date, name of company, location and nature of the event, and the summing up 
of the situation as given me by a man prominent in the oil business in Tampico who 
has been intimately conversant with the situation for the past several years. 

‘‘During the last year or more the conditions in the Tampico district have become 
steadily worse, due to the state of lawlessness and lack of authority. During the 
second half of 1917 the oil companies operating in this district suffered considerable 
monetary losses, due to robberies, but only one Mexican employee was wounded. 
During the first six months of the present year, however, five Americans and three 
Mexican employees were brutally and cowardly murdered; six Americans and three 
Mexicans similarly wounded, and one Hollander abducted by an armed force and 
held for ransom. All of this has resulted from the banditry and brigandage due to 
the entire absence of efficient and proper police or other protection and the a solutely 
uncontrolled condition of affairs now existing. Comparison of the events for the 

eriods mentioned indicates clearly the progressiveness and malignancy of the situ- 
ation. Many, if not a majority, of these occurrences have taken place within 20 
miles of Tampico, and the most notable and outrageous, viz, the robbing and killing 
of the Texas Co.'s paymaster, with the wounding of his companions; the robbing oi 
the Mexican Gulf Terminal, with the killing of the assistant cashier and four others 
and the wounding of several; and the abduction of the superintendent of the Corona, 
occurred within a few miles of this city, the first two being just outside of the oty 
limits. These occurrences, together with innumerable instances of insult, abuse, 
robbery, and mistreatment of individual employees in the various camps 0 these 
companies or while going to and fro, have already caused many American employees 
to leave the country during the last three months and to dissatisfy and disturb the 
field operatives, and there is among them a strong and growing conviction that they 
are entirely without protection or guaranty of any character and that the conditions 
under which they work are unjustifiably and inexcusably dangerous. The occur- 
rences mentioned are in no way connected with or incident to armed conflict or 
military compaign, but result wholly from lack of order and control of a protective 
character and prosecution and punishment of a curative nature. 

“We are convinced that if this condition of affairs continues and that if protection of 
some character 1s not s veedily furnished, more Americans and other foreign employees 
will either individually or en masse decline to further unnecessarily imperil their 
lives and persons and will seck a livelihood elsewhere, and this will probably curtail 
operations and in time interfere with the movement of oil as under present conditions 
it is extremely difficult to replace the employees leaving. 

“In consequence, the representatives of the companies mentioned, after full con- 
ference, have agreed to lay this situation before their respective home offices an to 
strongly urge that those home oflices jointly request the State Department to secur 
such remedy as may be proper and ellective through such channels as it may deem 
wise, and to do this with all possible dispatch. 
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held for ransom, 


ł 


i Men 
Date. Company. oe $ joy Nature of event. | hurt or 
2 : wounded. 
1917. ! 
Aug. 15 | East Coast Oil Co., Panuto......../........ $745.44 | Camp robbed. .............. 2 
Sept. 1 | East Coast Oil Co., pipe line .......]. ere 101.2 }..... Ae Re re eee 
4 Aguila Co, DUIS OSes eters oh es ea es } 199.40 7..... a oo shee EE. EE 
m| Agil Co., Chijol Canal. ........0........-. 123,406.00 | Paymaster robbed .......... 0......2.4 
Oct. 6 | Aguila Co., Los Naranjos........../.....-.. 100.52 j... COs Leslee ses octane Us Astana esas 
6 | Aguila Co., Potrero... ..........26- jarnee 246.95 J-a... 6 Ki DAAE EEE E | Oenes 
Nov. 10) Aguila Co., Los Naranjos.......... 22... eee 245.23 |... O Co DEEE ENEE E eee Casey ee cana uaaeg 
17 | East Coast Oil Co., Panueo........ Ms aie a OH 557.00 | Camp robbed. .............- oe 
24. Mex. Gull Oil Co., pipe line. ...... PERSEE 1,402.92 ..... E E SEE EET, 
Dec. 27, Aguila Co., Chijol Canal........... oaeee 10,710.66 Paymaster robbed. 2.0.2... 1 
191s. | | 
Jan. 23 | East Coast Oil Co., Territas Blancas |... 0... cece ce cle eee c sec eeetetvecesweneeoenee 3 
Feb. 65 Aguila Co., Los Naranjos.... 22... ce eee eee "3,700.00 | Paymaster robbed. oo. ...... 22 eee eee 
S| Fast Coast Onl Co., Panuco........[......6. 10, 000. U0 [. 6... WO. a cc aarnadee eet gece EEO 
12 | Texas Co., Chijol Canal.. ........0.)0....02. | EIRA Held Up oo dik aoa eneeunes | i 
15) Freenort Mex., Camalote......... Joe. eee lee eee cece, Heli for ransom............ SE eee 
19| Metropolitan, Chijol Canal. ......../.....22. eee ee eee Launch attueked.........2.. | er eee: 
OP isd. OU ett ts cr cee tie Nace So Loe Sr OE ore Cole a ok Lota ees Sane eae AOS Do susciees etemeieees 2 
21 | Mexican Gall, Horeoncitos......00.)........ | 300,08 Crinprobbed. ...a....aanona. EEE 
21 |! Texas Co., Chijol Canal... 2.2.20... l 1 114,000.00. Paymaster robbed. ......... 2 
2 | Texas Co., Obando Camp.......... P Aiiae PDN EEE S e ESE EEEE EEEE sob ccm ty . 
Mar. 1! Aguila Co., Tierra Amarilla........ Wize Liat O (otra | eee lOa a hae Suita eee’ ern eee 
1 Aenila Co.. Poi TOTO OEE A EE, bee | Sk. ON wees do erinnty Se E elm. Ola eel woe blero a) oes: Vp Sones tare 
5| Metropolitan, Tepetate...........-].-...06- 1,341.70 ..... IOE EE E 
7l Amila Co, POMOROs.2. seuncs Casewe| Ses eaees 1,700.35 22... a UE ETE EE ses ERTEN si 
153; Freeport Mex., Camalote... 2.2... 2] 1,000.00 ..... EE E S E A, Dee Ste Me 
16 Tenas Coe Opts oc cece aoe oS na e ots oes gl ee EEs Robbed on train. ........... | ORE tafe 
28 | Cortez Co., Chijol Canal.....2.---. rer eee 12,007.10 Paymaster robbed. ......... 1 
28 | Aguila Co., Potrero...........-2--- PENRE Site Y59.31 26... MO ied eh Gas Gs sce take ene tee 
28 l..... GO scexesy chor eee eeew ened ter ess Sey tenes 2.748.090 ..... Oss axe Cues e en eas Bean heels 
Apr. 4 Corona Co., Santa Fe E ELETT A dbus ele lovesete | 705. 50 eee do ee es i a rr ee 
6 | Texas Co., Tepetate............2.- [ee eee Lestat aiid’ Camp robbed ...........- aS eer ee ` 
Vila OO EE A E [nisms sasa nz ene es AO re eee eee eo ee Seeiso 
12 ' Metropolitan, Tepetate............/.....00- 324.00 Paymaster robbed.......... | 3 
13 | International, Tepetate............)...-.... 936.00 ..... a Co TE 6 
14 | Cortez, Lepotates <4 cus oocehseedtwslinciwcdsl aaceemoes Camp robbed ..............- Vase distinc 
16 | Mex-Gulf Oil Co., Tepetate........)..... PA AA Camp shut down......... ten anode wees 
18 |..... AO bea acta seat Bee cate AO 259.47 Camp robbed............... te oe seus 
16 | Texas Co., TODO Gite ccdaes cacning ool 8 vaGeenctomsaus cows anes do...... PE Ge ee eee 
1R | Texas Co, Chiiol Canal n. cccescce shui en noe Seeds tances Several thousand pesos......)........ ee 
19 | Corona Co., Topilla..........0.c.ccfe cee sce TR Camp robbed.. 2.2... eee ase 
23} Agila Co., San Pedro..........02.f. eee nee t 1,350.50 Paymaster robbed. .......0.1.000.... ae 
24! East Coast Oil Co., Topilla........ 2.2.2... Seer ae Camp robbed ............... E sre 
25| Amila Co., Bustos...............2- MERSE N det Neda a 2 eek E er Tosenn “a 
26 | Corona Co., Santa Fe... 2.2.2... lee ee eee 475.00 22... OID ct dette rag pie A a, Nota ds es 
UN asd cM NOs Cbs cal ote eis en tated ar alae Seca E 475.00 ..... MO aches eiloes eee ect Ghe st : 1 
May 6 | Mex-Gulf Oil Co., Tepetate........[.......- Ree apes do..... a a a ea Es | 1 
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An oil company which I shall designate as A B suffered the following losses during 


the year of 1919: j 
On March 2 armed forces robbed our camp at Tierra Amarilla of all the personal 


belongings of the employees and camping material to the value of $4,000. 
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On March 4 one of our employees was held up and robbed of $8,300, ora nacions, 

by four armed men near Tumbadero. 

March 11 our pump station at La Cerba was robbed of stores to the value of $3. 

Armed forces on March 13 commandeered two horses and one mule near Tempal 

March 24 armed forces entered our camp at Tanquilar demanding 2,000 pesos and 
all arms. As neither could be furnished, they threatened the engineer, looted the 
employees’ quarters of what personal belongings and food they could carry ofi. 

i n March 25 the armed forces entered Ias Lomas camp and commandeered one 

orse. 

On March 27 armed forces entered the same camp and demanded arms and 500 peso. 
Failing to get what they demanded, they robbed the men and the employees of their 
personal belongings. 

March 22 our camp superintendent near Palma Sola was held up and robbed by six 
armed men, the robbery netting them 3,169 pesos. l 

On April 3 armed forces commandeered provisions to the extent of $552 from 
Naranjos camp. 

i On May 20 the armed forces visited our camp at Tempoal and commandeered a 

orse. 

On June 9 our paymaster from Tanhuijo was robbed of 1,200 pesos. 

oo ae 30 armed forces visited our Tumbadero camp and commandeered supplies 
worth $96. 

On June 28 armed forces entered our Tanhuijo camp and commandeered provisions 
and animals to the value of $2,000. 

On July 5 armed forces entered ^ur camp at Tempoal and took material to the 
value of 210 pesos. 

On July 7 armed forces visited our Minatitlan camp and robbed it of supplies to 
the value of $20,000, besides stealing personal belongings of employees to ie value 
of about $800. ia j 

On July 9 armed forces entered our camp at Tempoal and commandeered supplie 
valued at $135. 

On the 6th of September our paymaster was robbed by bandits near Naranjæ 
camp of 72,000 pesos. 

The company which I shall designate as C D suffered during the months of Novem- 
ber and December, 1918, and the year of 1919 as follows: 

During the month of November, 1918, soldiers of Carranzista forces stationed at 
Palo Blanco consumed meals at our mess house to the value of 4,500 pesos. A captain 
of the Carranzista forces stationed at Palo Blanco abused and threatened our camp 
superintendent on several occasions, and it is believed, but for the intervention of 
some of our Mexican employees, this captain would have murdered our superintend 
ent. After this trouble, complaint was made to Gen. Lopez De Lara, the Carranzist3 
commander in that district, who had the troublesome captain removed to another post. 

During the month of November and December one of our launches was held for 8 
days by Gen. Lopez De Lara for his exclusive service, costing us, as expense for 
labor, gasoline, and repairs, 3,000 pesos without counting the loss to the company 
through not having the service of the launch. 

During the mouth of January Carranzista soldiers consumed meals at our mes 
house at Palo Blanco to the value of £964. 

On the 4th of December, 1918, our Tepetate camp was robbed of 4,175 pesos. 

On March 21 our towboat was commandeered by a Carrancista colonel for transport- 
ing his troops to Tampico from San Geronimo and kept in his service until March 29, 
costing us a total of 1,325 pesos. A second baree was commandeered for the same 
length of time, which cost us about 1,000 pesos, ~ 

On April 1 the Carrancista forces commandeered our barges for a few days for move- 
ment of troops, costing us 788 pesos, j 

On August 16 three armed bandits robbed our paymaster of $4,000 while en route 
from Tampico to Tepetate. Gen. Pablo Gonzales, whose headquarters were then at 
Juan Casiano, was immediately notified and he gave assurance that the bandits 
would be apprehended if possible. 

On July 4 the six armed men attempted to hold up our paymaster near Soledad, 
but he escaped without being injured or without losing the pay roll, 

In the latter part of August one of our fast launches was commandeered by & pay- 
master of the Carrancista army, who loaded the craft with tortilla and beer and used 
the boat for over 10 days, during which time it was greatly damaged, in addition to 
depriving us of the use of our own property. . 

On September 23 our Comales camp was visited by several hundred Carranzista 
soldiers who entered the camp, in spite of the protests of our boys, and carried 0 
nearly all of the clothing and personal belongings of our employecs, in addition t° 


eee, a cr ee e 
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which they gave our employees orders to cut all of the brush around the camp, which 
we feared to do because the Villista forces had threatened our employees with theft 
should they cut the brush as ordered by the Carrancista forces. 

A company, referred to as E. F., made the following statement: 

During the month of December, 1918, Carrancista officers commandeered launches 
sire our marine department, returning them in a damaged condition, causing a loss 
of $750. 

On the evening of January 15, 1919, bandits visited our camp at Panuco and hung 
one watchman until he was almost dead, robbing the Chinaman, who was the only 
other person there, causing us to abandon the camp temporarily. 

During the month of April, the Carrancista forces commandeered supplies and trans- 
portation to the value of $3,588. During the month of May, Carrancista forces com- 
mandeered food and supplies and transportation of troops to the extent of $3,105. 

During the month of June, Carrancista forces commandeered material supplies 
and fooa to the amount of $3,869, in addition to which our camp at Zapatan was held 
up on Angust 1 and our camp superintendent threatened with death unless he gave 
the bandits $5,000. He gave them all the money he had, which amounted to $200, 
after which they left him, threatening him with death if he reported to the authorities. 

On August 14, a group of armed men—seven, as near as we can ascertain—entered 
the company’s property at Alvarez and, after sacking the house occupied by the 
cashier and others, in search for money and valuables, they forced the superintendent 
to accompany them to the office building, where, by threatening his life, they forced 
him to open the company’s safe, from which they obtained 23.416 pesos. In addition 
to the cash taken, personal effects taken from the emplovees amounted to about 
$350, United States currency. The bandits were heavily armed with Mausers, pistols, 
and carrving ammunition belts, having very much the appearance of the ordinary 
Mexican soldier. They commandeered the companv's launch and compelled the 
launchman to take them some distance up the Tuxpan River where thev disem} arked. 
Complaint was immediately made to the Carrancista military authorities at Tuxpan, 
who showed the disposition to apprehend the guilty parties, and soon afterwards three 
suspects were arrested who confessed to the crime, and two of them were executed 
on August 17. The confession of the first three captured also implicated Lieut. Col. 
Barnebe Rodriguez, of the Carrancista army. He was also detainea. Four of the 

rincipal offenders are still at large. The amount of monev recovered is about $2,000. 

he military authorities advise us that the persons remaining on their hands, together 
with the record of their investigation, will he delivered to the civil authorities for 
future action. 

A company which I shall designate as G. H. reports as follows: 

A bunch of soldiers belonging to Gen. Laraga’s troops killed a man living at our 
camp without any provocation and carried his daughter away. 

Another man living just across the river was killed by Carrancista soldiers without 
anv semblance of trial in the month of February, 1919. 

At San Jose de las Rusias, Carrancista soldiers to the number of 120 visited camp 
and asked for food and fodder for their horses. Also, one of our barges was com- 
inoue by Gen. Lopez de Lara for a period of six days, transporting government 

roops. 

On the 14th of March bandits attacked camp at Camelote which was defended 
by Carranzista soldiers and five of the soldiers were killed, and all of the stores in camp 
robbed. Our work was greatly delayed because of the refusal of the Carranzista forces 
to allow our peons to leave camp for some davs following this attack. 

During the morth of March, camp at San Jose de las Rusias was visited by a band 
of Villistas who robbed the camp of 200 pesos, and returned again in a week, when 
they demanded and received 200 pesos more, Also, our wagons were encountered on 
the road and robbed of corn to feed the animals the bandits were riding. 

On the Mth of March a party of bandits robbed the Panuco railroad station of 200 
P also destroving the track and telegraph Hne jor a short distance. Following this, 

‘arrancista soldiers were sent to the scene of the trouble and communication was 
restored. 
_ On the 30th of April, 20 bandits attacked our camp at Topila and robbed it of $217 
in cash, besides destroving the telegraph and telephone apparatus before they were 
driven away by an armed guard from a nearby camp. 

On May 28, one of our geologists was held up by drunken soldiers on the Tamesi 
River who robbed him of his money and supplies even taking his clothing and shoes. 
He is not positive whether they were Carrancista soldiers or bandits. 

Another of our geologists reports the following incident which occurred near Zaca- 
mixtle on July 20. “I was doing some geological work in the canton of Ozuluama, 
Vera Cruz. At about 1 o'clock July 20, I saw two soldiers wearing the uniform of the 
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Carrancista army standing on the railroad about 75 or 100 meters north of where | 
emerged from the brush on the Zacamixtle Tan Coco road. They signalled to me, 
spreading out their arma horizontally. Not understanding the meaning of this | 
halted and remained standing in the middle of the railroad, facing the soldiers who 
drew back the bolts of their rifles making ready to shoot, and one of them signalled 
again as before. I now thought perhaps they wanted me to put up my hands to show 
that I was unarmed so I raised my handa. The next instant they fired two shots at 
me, fortunately without hitting me. I am not quite sure whether they fired while l 
was still standing with my hands up, or a fraction of a second later, but I jumped 
back into the Zacamixtle Tan Coco ruin and ran as soon as I realized that they wer 
firing at me. l ran back along the Zacamixtle road as fast as I could without locking 
back, and I do not know if the soldiers ran after me or not. I could not have seen thy 
anyway, as the road is winding and leads through thick jungle and I had a start of 
nearly 100 meters of which I made the most. I suppose that they followed. however, 
aa no more shots were fired and, if the soldiers had not been running, trving to catch 
me, they would very probably have fired more shots after me into the brush. Knowing 
the trails around Zacamixtle very well, I soon switched off from the road into a small 
brooklet which 1 followed fora while, making a detour through the brush and got salely 
back in Zacamixtle. The next day I went to see the major who commanded the troop 
in that vicinity and told him the above-mentioned facts. He seemed to consider the 
occurrence as rather a good practical joke and laughed when I told him of it, but said 
the soldiers could not belong to his command, as none of his men had left camp on the 
previous dav. He said the soldiers must have come from Juan Casiano. I must make 
mention of the fact that Í carried no arms and, in my opinion, at so short a distance the 
soldiers could not possibly have mistaken me fora rebel. Neither did they challenge 
me with the usual, Quien viene? 

“Tam told that on the morning of the same day a band of soldiers robbed one of 
the camps near the Hausteca railroad and threatened to shoot the superintendent, 
according to the story given me by our peons, and again, a week before these events 
happened a band of soldiers murdered sume peaceful Indians, not rebels, going from 
Monte Grande to the market in Anono., 

“This is the second time the Carrancista soldiers have shot at me without warnlg 
or reason, The first shooting occurred in December, 1918, in the San Jose de las 
Rusias. J was accompanied by another geologist and on that occasion, we were stand- 
ing in the middle of the road observing a band of soldiers who were coming toward 
us, When suddenly, without any warning, thev started to shoot at us. We sprang back 
into the brush where they sent about 20 shots after us, some of the bullets striking the 
sand quite near, 

“It would therefore appear that the Carrancista soldiers had acquired the habit and 
considered it a regular pastime to shoot a peaceful stranger without any apparent 
reason, and so l offer to bring these happenings to the knowledge of our consular 
representatives. ” 

On September 12 the camp at Panuco was robbed during the night. The door 
and windows were broken open and contents of the storehouse were in disorder. 
Seventy-two dollars in gold had been taken from the saie, which was not locked at 
night because it is very hard to open, and, in case they are visited by bandits, they 
prefer to have it open easily rather than suffer bad treatment for not being able to 
open the same. On September 20 the pump man at their pump station was kid: 
napped by three armed horsemen and did not return. They did not even give him 
time to stop the pumps he had been attending. His body was found near Panuco 
a few days later. i 

The camp at San Jose de las Rusias has been visited several times during the month 
of September: each time they commandeered supplies for the men and fodder for 


their animals, 
The company referred to as “I. J.” sustained the following losses and injuries W 


employees during the year 1919: 

On the nizht of July 19 three bandita entered the samp at Topila and robbed our 
foreman of personal etfects and money to the value of $163. 

On the night of January 24 three bandits robbed our Topila camp of automobile 
supplies valued at $100. The next morning our watchman tracked the bandits tv § 
house near Topila, captured one of them and turned him over to the civil authorities 
who promised to have him punished. 

On March 14, about noon, 106 armed men, claiming to be of the Pelaez forces, came 
into our camp at Panuco and required our Chinaman to vive them food for them- 
selves and horses, and they commandeered supplies to the extent of $50 worth. They 
also demanded that we send 2,000 pesos next day to Tantovuca and 2.000 pesos pet 


month thereafter for protection. 
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The company referred to as “ L. M.” states: 

Our launch was held up in the Chijol Canal on the 8th of April by five armed men, 
the leader armed with automatic pistol and the others with Mauser rifles. They 
demanded the pay roll, and when told that there was none they thoroughly searched 
the boat. They took $20 and a watch from one of our employees and $12 from another 
emplovee and allowed the boat to proceed. 

On Saturday morning one of our emplovees, while taking 5,000 pesos gold to Tepe- 
tate, was held up and robbed about 10 miles from Las Matillas. Our employee was 
in an automobile, and after giving up the pay roll was allowed to proceed uninjured. 

On Mav 2 two of our employees were held up by armed men about 10 miles from 
Las Matillas and robbed of all their money and personal effects, approximately $250 
in cash. 

On the morning of Aucust 11 our launch was held up in the Chijol Canal. The 
handite asked if there was anv money on board and on being answered in the negative 
they examined the mail and after opening one or two letters returned the mail to 
the launch and allowed the boat to proceed. 

On the morning of August 11 one of our emplovees at Tepetate was attacked by a 
Mexican peon, a former emplovee, who wounded him severely with a knife. The 
attacking Mexican escaped. The attack was caused by a refusal on the part of our 
foreman to pay the Mexican extra wazes demanded. 

The company referred to as ‘N. O.” states that three of their employees were held 
up by bandits on April 10, 1919, near Garrapatas. Two of the emplovees were severely 
wounded by being shot. The bandits secured about $9,000 in money and left the 
wounded men lying in the road. These men afterwards recovered. 

On August 11 two bandits with rifles entered the camp near El Tigre and after killing 
the boss carpenter robbed the camp of everything of value. As near as can be deter- 
mined, the bandits secured about 200 pesos in addition to personal belongings taken 
from the camp. Authorities at Ozuluama were notified of the robbery as soon ag 
possible. 

August 19, three bandits armed with rifles entered Garrapatas. They demanded 
5,000 pesos. They made a search of the house and took whatever they fancied, but 
only took such small articles as could be easily carried on their person. The value of 
the personal property taken amounts to about 2600 United States currency. 

The company which I shall designate as “P. Q.” report the following incidents: 

“On May 4 one of our employees en route to Tepetate in an automobile was held up 
and searched by bandits. He was questioned as to whether he had any money, and to 
which he replied in the negative, and was also questioned as to what cars had gone 
ahead of him. When he told the leader that a car belonging to another company had 
gone out about daylight. the leader cursed his men for their negligence, saying to our 
employee that the car they were after (as they understood that it carried a pay roll) was 
the one which had gone out earlier in the day. They then permitted him to continue 
his journey. 

“On May 16 our mail car en route to Tepetate was held up by six armed bandits. 
They searched the car and driver, opening all mail packages, but finding fo money 
permitted the mail carrier to proceed, 

“On the morning of June 23, 1919, one of our office employees was attacked by a 
Mexican with a machete and seriously wounded in defending himself. The emplovee 
stated that he did nothing to provoke the assault and had no idea as to how he had 
incurred the enmity of the Mexican, The Mexican was only prevented from murder- 
ing him by being overpowered and disarmed. 

“On July 1, 1919, one of our employees at Tepetate was brutally murdered without 
any provocation whatsoever by a band of five armed men who came to our camp for the 
purpose of robbery. (This incident is very fully covered elsewhere, so it is unneces- 
Bary to go into details.) 

“On June 24, 1919, one of our employees was robbed of the company’s pay roll by 
armed bandits, the bandits securing 11,000 pesos and also $1,500 United States cur- 
rency. 

The company referred to as “R. S.” report that on May 15, their launch was held 
up by eight armed bandits who suspected it of having a large sum of money destined 
for paying employees at one of the camps. They took the paymaster ashore and 
searched and hree him, robbing him of all his clothing and $31.50 in money, 
after which they permitted the launch to proceed. 

On July 7 one of their employees was stopped by six armed men near the village of 
Tampeche and robbed of 2.200 pesos oro nacional, and about $500 United States 
currency. These bandits were dressed in the uniform of the Carrancista soldiers and 
were armed with 30-30 rifles and Mausers. 


a 
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On June 30 an employee was halted by three armed men who appeared to be Car- 
rancista soldiers ud whic robbed him of his money and personal effecta and then 
allowed him to proceed. This robbery occurred near the village of Las Milpas. 

On September 7, Gen. Gerozabi of the Villista forces with about 100 men entered 
our east a south of Tampico and searched the camp for a Carrancista officer on wham 
they wished to wreak vengeance, but not finding km after a thorough search of the 
camp they were furnished with food and supplies from our commissary depot, without 
doing any serious inju; l 

The company which I will refer to as “T. U.” reports that on July 17, 1919, thew 
camp at Palo Blanco was held up and robbed by six Mes ican armed with rifles. The 
amount secured by the bandits was about 12,000 pesos. The company states that the 
bandits were with Carrancista soldiers (or ex-soldiers for certainty) inasmuch as they 
were frequently seen in company with Carrancista officers revious to the robbery and 
were known to some of the employees of the company who recognized them on the 
occasion of the robbery. 

On July 1, Carrancista soldiers commandeered an automobile from the same com- 
pany which they showed no intentions of returning; also supplies amounting to about 

I will attach hereto the story of the hold up of an individual employee of one of the 
0il companies in the field at Tepetate: 

“My name is ——. I am an American citizen, age 24 years, and have resided for 
the past three years in Mexico, during which time I have been in the employ of dit- 
ferent oil companies. 

“On July 30, 1919, at 10 p. m., I wag at the Chinampa Plaza, which is about half 
a mile from camp at Tepetate, State of Vera Cruz, Mexico. I was then in the employ 
of a company, and in returning to their camp in Company with another emplovee ata 
dark place in the road, we were suddenly confronted ie five armed men, who accosted 
us in Spanish and at the same time threatened us with their rifles. I hada revolver 
on my person at the time, but the attack was 80 sudden I had no opportunity to use 
and hastily threw it into the brush as } feared it would cause them to handle me mote 
roughly if they found that I was armed. The robbers demanded our money and 
emphasized their demands hy striking us about the head and shoulders with their | 
rifles and by poking the muzzles of their guns In our stomachs and threatening to shut 
us. I gave them all the money I had on my person, which was about $25. They al# | 
took my gold watch and what little change had. This was not ag much mouey 
as they expected to get from us and they became more threatening and abusive, one 
of them striking me on the head back of my left ear, cutting a gash in my scalp and | 
almost rendering me unconscious. ` l à : 

“Meantime — was begging them not to injure us and offering as inducement 
for then not to injure us further that if they would conduct us to the plaza, we would 
get more money for them, They hesitated about retun ling with us to the plaza, saving 
that they were going to kill us right there, because they feared that we had recognized | 
them, and that if we returned to the plaza it might complicate matters for them in the 
future. After much pleading on our Part, they returned with us to the plaza, where 


I procured $50 more and gave it to the leader, who proved to he a captain of the 
Carrancista army stationed at the camp Juan Casiano, which is near Tepetate. The 
other four members were soldiers stationed at the same place. After threatening our 
lives if we ever attempted to identify them, thev left us r 
our way back to the Metropolitan camp at about 24. m 

“At about 10 o'clock the morning after the robbery, 
camp of the Carrancista soldiers and told Gen. Pablo Gonzales, who was in command 
there, that some of his soldiers had robbed ug the night previous Te asked us if we 
could identify them and if we were positive that it was Carrancista soldiers who had 
robbed us. We told him that we were positive as to identity of the robbers because 
we had seen the same soldiers and the captain ‘ther , 
Chinampa Plaza on several occasions Previous to the robbery, He then caused the 
soldiers to be lined up and told us to pick out the ones who had robbed us. This we 
had no difficulty in doing and on searching the captain, whom I had identified as the 
leader of the robbers, Gen. Gonzales found my Watch and ahout $25 of the money 
taken from me. The watch and money were restored to ma be Con, Gonzales, who 
said he would place both the captain and soldiers under arrest and send thein to 
Mexico City, where he assured us they would he properly punished. Gen. Gonzales 
said he would put a stop to the trouble his men Were raising around the camp and he 
said he knew they conunitted many abuses during his absence I hare no nieane 0 
knowing what punishment, if any, was given the robbers in question, but I do know 
that my life was greatly endangered when they were holding ne up because of the fact 
that they knew 1 recognized them as being Carrancista soldiers anil might make com- 


plaint against them if they did not put me permanently out of the way. 


at the plaza and we made 
the following morning. 
bery, we went to the Juan Casiano 


» Who led them in the robbery, at the 
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I wish to say in conclusion pepe ane the relation of the oil companies to the Mexican 
Government, that report of drilling operations for the latter part of November, 1919, 
showed that the Mexican Eagle Oil Co., an English company, had nine wells drilling, 
none of which were closed because of no permit. 

The Mexican Gulf Oil Co. had three wells being drilled, two of which were stopped 
by the Carrancista authorities because of no drilling permit. 

The Trans-continental Petroleum Co. had two wells being drilled both of which 
were stopped because of no drilling permit. 

The Texas Co. had two wells drilling both of which drilling had been stopped because 
of no permit. 

The Cia Pet. La Azteca had one well being drilled which was stopped because of 
having no permit. 

Mexican-Sinclair Petroleum Corporation had one well being drilled which was 
gies because of no permit. 

uasteca Petroleum Co. had two wells projected and two located, two of which were 
stopped because of no permit. 

-ortez Oil Corporation had three wells being drilled two of which were stopped for 

reason of no permit. 
’ Union Oil Co. had two wells being drilled both of which were stopped because of no 
rmit. 
pie Gas and Fuel Co.—one well in progress which was stopped because of no 
rmit. 

La Atlantica had one well being drilled which was stopped hecause of no permit. 

The Segura Miguel had one well drilling which was stopped drilling temporarily. 

The National Oil Co.—one well; drilling stopped because of no permit. 

At this time (the Ist of December) it was reported to the managers of oil companies 
at Tampico that legal representatives of the Carrancista Government were preparing 
to bring suit in Tuxpam against all managers who had attempted to drill without 
permits. Penalties, according to competent legal authorities, involved a maximum 
of two years in prison, and, at the court’s discretion, fines ranging from 1,000 to 100,000 
pesos, or, in the case of foreigners, the option, in the case of conviction, of article 33. 

Respectiully submitted. 

S. D. Lester. 


SUPPLEMENTAL Report oF S. D. LESTER. 


APRIL 28, 1920. 
Senator A. B. Faun, 
Chairman Subcomnuttee of the Committee on Foreign Relations 
Investigating Mexican A flairs, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Str: I beg to submit a report on my negotiations looking toward having 
Americans living in the vicinity of Tampico, Mexico, appear as witnesses before your 
committee. 

About October 1 of last year I proceeded to Tampico, Mexico, with credentials from 
your committee, for the purpose of making a preliminary investigation of conditions 
there with a view to ascertaining the names of witnesses Who had a first-hand knowl- 
edge of such conditions and of events that had transpired in that vicinity within the 
last few years. In a separate report, Which I have submitted to-day, I endeavored 
to give to the committee an accurate account of conditions in that district, and have 
Incorporated therein statements of men who would have made most valuable witnesses, 
but who, unfortunately, could not be induced to testify under the circumstances. 

I spent over three months in Tampico and worked most industriously in interviewing 
Americans, and altogether interviewed between two and three hundred men, making 
full notes of what they were in a position to testify, and then selected from this number 
about 60 employees of oil companies and about 40 colonists and business men, mostly 
of small means, who I thought would be able to give the committee information of 
value. You have undoubtedly noted from the report in question that the personal 
testimony of these witnesses Would have been most instructive. 

I take great. pleasure in recording in the beginning that the Americans I called on 
were uniformly courteous to me and most anxious that information depicting the real 
Conditions reach the committee, and that, with the exception of the managers of the 
oil companies, they did everything in their power to aid me in my efforts to secure 
Witnesses for the committee. I found the employees of oil companies and colonists 
and business men almost universally desirous of testifying, but possessed of a strong 
conviction that they would not be justified in giving isolated testimony before the 
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cominittee, owing partly to the manner in which they had been neglected by the 
American Government, and to the fact that in some instances the complaints they had 
made to the State Department had been communicated to Mexican officials who ha 
visited reprisals on them: in addition, the em ployees of the oil companies were of the 
opinion that it was the fixed policy of their companies not to do anything that might 
displease the Carranza Government, and felt that if they should testify they would 
be disloyal to the interests of their employers, Almost without exception these met 
stated that they would Willingly testify if the managers of the companies approved 
of their doing so. The independent Americans—that is, Americans not emploved 
by oil companies —were willing to testify if it could be arranged for a numberof 

mericans to come to the States for that purpose, and especially if arrangements could 

e made for the employees of oil companies to testify, for they felt that not only woul 
the Carranza Government refrain from persecuting 40 or 50 men who testified, but als, 
that the vil companies would intervene to protect their emplovees from reprisals by 
that Government, and in so doing would protect the men of independent means. _ 

Upon completing the prel iminary investigation above referred to, I interceded with 
the managers of several oil companies in Tampico, and was informed that they were 
in no Way opposed to their men giving testimony before the committee, but that they 
they had no discretion in such Matters, and if instructed to do so by their priucipal 
in the States, they would not only cooperate in having their men testily, but would 
also gladly testity themselves. With this assurance, I communicated the facts to 
Judge F. J. Kearful, counsel for your committee, and not hearing from him within a 
reasonable time, and realizing that nothing could be done until such arrangements 
suggested by the managera were completed, I returned to New York about the 6th 
day of January and reported personally to Judge Kearful, 

I was informed by J udge Kearful that he and Mr. W. F. Buckley had conferred 
with the executive committee of the Oil Association about the 20th of December, and 
that these gentlemen had concurred unanimously in the suggestion of Judge Kearful 
and Mr. Buckley that they advise the managers of the oil companies in Tampic 
individually, or the managers’ association in that city, that the officials of these com 
panies would pay their expenses in excess of those paid by the American Government 
and would do all in their Power to return these men to Mexico to their positions and, 
in the event of failing to do so, would give them employment in the States or other- 
wise compensate them for their sacrifice. Messrs. Kearful and Buckley stated that 
since the executive committee of the oil association had promised to immediately 
telegraph instructions to this effect to Tampico, they were under the impression that 
the managers in Tampico had communicated with me and for this reason had not 
communicated directly with me. 

Since nothing had been heard from the managers of the oil companies in Tampio, 
it was deemed advisable to take the matter up again with their principals in the 
States, and for this purpose Mr. Buckley attended a meeting of the Oil Association 
held in New York on the 10th day of last January, Mr. Buckley reported to Judge 
Kearful and to me that he advised these ntlemen that it would be useless for me to 
return to Mexico unless the oil companies took the position that their men would be 
pernutted and encouraged to testify, and that a definite decision should be reached 
at once. Mr. Buckley stated that he asked the association to advise the managers 
in Tampico not only of the decision that the executive committee had made in De- 
cember, which was now ratified by the association, but also that a tanker or tanker 
would be furnished to transport these men in a body to the States and take them back 
in a body to Tampico, and that the association would endeavor to have the State 
Department instruct the American consul at Tampico to give these men emergency 
passports, Mr. Buckley further stated that he laid particular emphasis on the fact 
that the oil assuciation must leave nothing to the discretion of the managers in Tam- 

ico, and that the latter gentlemen should be given delinite instructions, Mr. Buck- 
ley reported to us that the oil association had agreed to all of these proposals, He 
explained to the association that the reason he suggested that the men be brought up 
in a body and returned in a body to Tampico was prompted by the gencral feeling 
and current reports that the Carranza government would endeavor to prevent these 
men from returning to Mexico: it was thought that this Government would hardly 
stop 50 or 60 men who might endeavor to return. . 

While at this meeting Mr, Buckley advised me by telephone that the Oil Association 
desired to see me for the purpose of hearing a Synopsis of the testimony that their 
employees and colonists would give and of learning the names of their employees 
who were to be called. I went down immediately to the meeting of the Oil Associa- 
tion and explained the entre matter in detail to these gentlemen. At the request of 
the members of the association I gave them the names of the emplovees who were to 
serve as witnesses, and cach member made a note of the names of those employees 
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working for his particular company. These gentlemen agreed that they would trans- 
mit the names of these men to their respective managers and instructed Mr. Pat 
Longan, the manager in Tampico of the International Petroleum Co., who was pres- 
ent at the meeting, to convey the decision of the oil association to the next meeting 
of the managers’ association in Tampico. 

In view of the agreement set out above, I left New York for Tampico a day or two 
later for the purpose of arranging, in conjunction with the managers, to bring the 
Witnesses to Washington to testify. On my return to Tampico I found that two cir- 
cumstances had intervened which undoubtedly had some influence on the situation. 
The Carranza Government had published a notice in the press to the effect that it 
had insructed its consuls in the United States not to visé the passports of Americans 
testifying before the committee, and the oil companies had begun negotiations with 
the Carranza Government which resulted later in the issuance of temporary permits 
by the Government to the oil companies to drill their own properties, but without 
prejudice to the contention of the Government that title to these properties now rested 
in the Government, and not in the oil companies. In this connection, one must not 
lose sight of the fact that it had been known generally for many weeks that the Car- 
ranza Government would endeavor to prevent any American who told the truth 
about conditions in Mexico to the committee from returning to that country, and 
also that the 01] companies had been most active in urging that your committce pro- 
ceed vigorously with its investigation in conducting an extensive propaganda in the 
American papers with regard to Mexico, and in protesting that their interest in con- 
ditions in Mexico was not limited to the oil situation, but that, in so far as their in- 
terest was centered in this situation it arose from a determination based on principle 
not to permit the confiscation of their properties. 

I wish you would also bear in mind that neither of these matters was ever referred 
to by the managers of the oil companies in their conferences with me. 

On January 27 1 attended a meeting of the Managers’ Association in Tampico, in 
which Mr. Longan advised these gentlemen of the agreement that had been made in 
New York py the Oil Association, and of the instructions that he had peen charged to 
deliver to them, whereupon the managers appointed a committee of American attor- 
neys representing the oil companies to cqoperate with me in arranging the details 
for bringing witnesses to the States. On the following day, January 28, I met this 
committee, but when I suggested a consideration of the details of bringing witnesses 
to the States, these gentlemen advised me that they had not been instructed just 
how far to cooperate with me. I immediately reported this development to Mr. 
Loagan, who offered to take the matter up again at the next meeting of the Managers’ 
Association to be held on February 3. After this meeting I was advised by Mr. 
Longan that he felt sure that something had transpired to modify the determination 
of the oil companies, but that he was unable to ascertain just what had happened. 
In this connection I will state, parenthetically, that Mr. Longan gave me his hearty 
cooperation in this matter, and did everything in his power to carry through the 
agreement that the Oil Associatioa had entered into with the representatives of your 
committee. I continued to call on the managers and their attorneys, but while none 
of these gentlemen volunteered to inform me that their determination had been 
modified, and although they all continued to assure me of their desire to cooperate, 
they laid streess on obstacles and extraneous matters, and I scon perceived that it 
would be a loss of time to expect any aid from them, and left Tampico ior the States 
on February 6. 

I still felt that if the men in question were actually subpoenaed they would be 
able to induce the oil companies to agree to their testifying before the committee 
and being averse to lesing the fruits of work engaged in for a period of several months, 
I returned to Tampico on April 3 for the purpose of summoning managers and em- 
ployees of oil companies and independent Americans not connected with these com- 

anies. When 1 returned to Tampico I bore the following letter from you, dated in 
os Angeles, Calif., March 17, 1920: 

Dear str: I beg toadvise you that I have listened with great interest to your report 
on the investigation you made in the Tampico district for this committee, and entirely 
approve of the manner in which you have carried out your mission, I have no doubt 
that the witnesses whose names appear in the list you have compiled will be aple to 
give testimony that will be most valuable to the committee in its work. 

You are hereby directed and authorized to proceed to vom and summon Ameri- 
can citizens to appear before the Senate subcommittee in Washington; and you are 
further authorized, where witnesses are for any reason unable to appear in Washing- 
ton, to take their testimony, assuring such witnesses as desire it that their names will 
not be divulged in connection with their testimony. 
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You will please bear in mind that the committee desires the testimony of only 
such witnesses as are entirely willing to testify, and that no measures of coercion 
will be employed by the committee, and you will please so advise those whom you 
summon. 

Yours very truly, 
ALBERT B. Fatt, Chairman. 


I proceeded to summon Americans in Tampico and read to each person the above 
letter as my authority, and regret to report to vou that, with the exception of Mr. Pat 
Longan and Hon. Claude I. Dawson, all of these gentlemen felt impelled to decline to 
testify. In order that my report to you might be as accurate as circumstances would 
permit, I made it my practice invariably. after summoning a man, to write in my note- 
book his comments. I will now proceed to give you a list of the gentlemen I sum- 
moned, together with a record of their statements on being summoned: 

Irby E. Swift, secretary of the American Chamber of Commerce in Tampico, sum- 
moned on April 9, 1920, at 11.30a.m. In reply to his summons, he stated: “I would 
like to give my testimeny if sure that it would never be made publie.” 

B. F. Moats, property owner, summoned on April 15, 1920, at 11.10 a. m., asked, 
“Have vou anyone to go from here?’ 

K. L. Merrem, colonist, summoned April 9, 1920, at 1.55 p. m. In answer to his 
summons, he replied, “1f my country needed me I would go, but it does not, and it 
would be useless for me to jeopardize myself here when, either right or wrong. my 
country has permitted others of my countrymen to sutter.”’ (Mr. Merrem referred to 
the fact that the American Government had permitted the Carranza government to 
refuse entry to other Americans who had testified before vour committee.) 

Ed Williams, banker, summoned on April 9. 1920, at 3.45 p.m. In reply to his 
summons, he stated, “Į am going to Mexico City in the morning and will let you 
know what I decide. Will be back before you leave.” 

A. E. Graham, colonist, summoned on April 9, 1920, at 2.55 p.m. In reply to his 
summons he stated that he felt that, since the United States has not and can not do 
anything to relieve those who have suffered more than he, or even guarantee the 
return to this country of those who testify, he could not feel justified in going before 
the committee, as he received very muchebetfer treatment than even the Mexican 
citizens in the neighborhood in which he is located. In view of these facts, he said 
that he would be very ungrateful to the Government if he took any other course. 

Mr. Jones, of Cowan & Jones, owners of a sugar plantation near Micos, San Luis 
Potosi, summoned April 9, 1920, at 4 p. m. In answer to his summons Mr, Jones 
replied that his partner, Mr. Cowan, would be in the latter part of the week, and they 
would undoubtedly have some information to give me, since they had recently been 
raided again, " 

Alec Smith, property owner, summoned on April 9, 1920, at 4.10 p.m. In answer 
to his summons Mr. Smith replied, after hesitating a long time, “Excuse me, | am 
going to sce the Texas Co.” i 

John I. Newell, property owner, summoned on April 9, 1920, at 4.15 p.m. In reply 
to his summons, he stated, “I can not go. Tam just now getting in a position to make 
a little money to pay my debts. I would not hesitate to sacrifice my own interests 
if my country neec ed me, but all that I can tell has already been told. "Iam eure that, 
in view of the fact that we are given no protection if we fall under the ban of dis 
pleasure of this Government, whether right or wrong, we are left by the United States 
to work out our own salvation, and so I must decline at this time.” 

Claude I. Dawson, United States consul, summoned on April 10, 1920, at 11.45 a. m. 
In answer to his summons, Mr. Dawson replied, “I know of no reason why I should 
not go, except that as an official I am entirely at the orders of the State Department 
and can not appear except with their approval.”’ 

Frank Engle, colonist, summoned on April 10, 1920, at 5.20 p. m. In answer to 
his summons, he stated, “There is nothing I could say to the committee. Of course. 
Í have been robbed, just as have many other Americans, but not to such an extent 
that I could not continue on. 1f 1 could have any assurance that by going before the 
committee I could do any real good I would do s0.” " 

J. E. Barron, leaser, summoned on April 12, 1920, at11a. m. In reply to his sum- 
mons, he stated, "There is a great deal I ought to tell the committee, for I have been 
here long enough to know of many events, but unless assured of absolute secrecy 
could not go. I will see you again.” 

A. W. Beckley, colonist, summoned April 12, 1920, at 12 m. In reply to his sum- 
mons, he stated, ‘The thing that keeps me from going before the committee is that 
the Mexicans have always been so much smarter than the Americans in these things. 
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I could not go up there and expect to return here,and it is vital to my interests now 
that I be able to come down here and look after-my property.” 

A. G. Mason, merchant, summoned April 12, 1920, at 9 p. m. In answer to his 
summons, he replied, ‘‘It is impossible for me to go. I am too busy and also there 
is risk of jeopardizing my business if it should become known.”’ 

A. R. Bushnell, independent oil operator, summoned April 19, 1920, at 4.05 p. m. 
In answer to his summons, he replied, “What are the points the committee wishes 
to bring out? I do not think it possible to get away at this time to go up there, but 
I do think it would be important to have some one give the committee the reason 
why the unrest is so widespread here and why the disorder grows.” 

M. C. Moorehead, colonist, summoned April 14, 1920, at 1.15 p. m. In answer to 
his summons, he stated, “A man who has lost all he has in the world but his job has 
to guard against losing that. I have a farm on the Atascador which I do not dare 
even go to see. Carranza soldiers have possession of it and are running cattle on it.” 

W. W. Hopps, hardware merchant, summoned April 15, 1920, at 11.45 a.m. In 
answer to his summons, he stated that while the Carranzistas were what everybody 
said they were, still he had some friends among them. l 

E. J. Kimball, mining man from Mexico City, summoned April 16, 1920, at 10 
p.m. In answer to his summons, he stated, ‘‘If I thought they would keep my name 
out of the record, I would appear.’ , 

James A. Carpenter, broker, summoned on April 17, 1920, at 9a. m. In answer 
to his summons, he inquired, “Will they pay my expenses?” 

P. M. Longan, manager of the International Petroleum Co., summoned on April 
10, 1920, at 9.30 a.m. In answer tohtssummons, he replied, “I accept the summons.” 

Barrett Jones, assistant manager of the International Petroleum Co., summoned on 
April 13, 1920, at 3.15 p. m. In answer to his summons, he stated, “It is up to my 
chief. I think he intends going, so that ties me here.”’ 

Wm. J. Stork, with the International Petroleum Co., summoned on April 15, 1920, 
at 7.15 p.m. In answer to his summons, he stated, “Well, you know how it is.. It 
soon developed that if a man went before the committee he could not come back 
here, and while Pat Longau was perfectly willing that I should go, I figure that I 
could not make a living in the States. so I changed my mind about going.” 

J. A. Brown, manager Trans -ontinental Petroleum Co., summoned on April 10, 
1920, at 4.30 p. m. In answer to his summons, he stated, “There is nothing I know 
of that would be of benefit to the committee.” 

H. B. Duncan, attorney, Trans ontinental Petroleum Co., summoned on April 10, 
at 12 noon. In answer to his summons, he stated, “I have no iniormation of suffi- 
cient value to the committee to justify me in going before them.” 

J. B. S. Mennett, with Island Oil Corporation, summoned on April 10, 1920, at 
10 a.m. In answer to his summons, he stated, ‘It is possible that I may find time 
and would be entirely willing if my testimony could be entirely confidential, but I 
do not feel that I could add anything that is not already at their disposal in the 
revords of the State Department.” 

William Nuenhoetier, manager, Richmond Levering Co., summoned on April 10 
1920, at 10 a.m. In answer to his summons, he stated, ‘‘I haven't time.” 

Charles W. Hanulton, manager, Mexican Gulf Oil Co., summoned on April 10, 
1920, at 2.30 p.m. In answer to his summons he stated, ‘There is nothing that I can 
say that I know of my own experience, as most of my information is from reports coming 
second and even third hand. If I were arich man like Mr. Buckley I might do so, but 
my livelihood is dependent on my position here which I can not afford to jeopardize.” 

P. J. Oliver, head of the transportation department, Mexican Gulf Oil Co., sum- 
moned April 10,1920, at3 p.m. F.C. Greer, pipe line superintendent, summoned at 
same time. These two gentlemen did not say a word, but appeared to look to their 
chief, Mr. Hamilton, who was present, for instructions. 

Mr. [name not given for obvious reasons], official of the Mexican Gulf Oil Co., 
summoned on April 10, 1920, at 2.15 p. m. In answer to his summons he stated 
“I would have no objection to testifying before the committee if I could be assured 
of absolute secrecy, but you understand that if it became known to the Carranza 
Government, my job would be at an end. I could not remain here and my means of 
livelihood would stop. I am perfectly willing, and in fact have been very active 
IM giving confidential information to the United States consul for years, and have 
submitted a stack of evidence to him. Wait until I consult Mr. Hamilton and Mr. 
Lee” (manager and attorney respectively for the Mexican Gulf), “I am just as 
anxious to have the matter succeed as you, but feel like I owe a duty to the company 
also.” After consulting these gentlemen, Mr. ——— declined to testify. 

Oscar B. Franks, accounting department, Mexican Gulf Oil Co., summoned on 
April 12, 1920, at 7.30 a. m. ‘In answer to my statement that I summoned him to 
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appear before the committee he said, “No: you don’t.” Upon my assurance that! 
did and was authorized to summon him, he said, ‘‘Oh, yes; I know you can, but I 
won't go.’ 

Thomas J. Lee, attorney, Mexican Gulf Oil Co., summoned on April 12, 19%, 
at 10 a.m. In answer to his summons he stated, “I am disposed to accept all regular 
summons.” Mr. Lee was evidently inclined to interpose technical objections to the 
summons, and since there was no disposition to compel involuntary witnesses to come, 
I did not press the point. 

N. D. Jeffries, with Mexican Gulf Oil Co.. summoned on April 14, 1920, at 1.10 p.m. 
In answer to his summons he stated, “I will go and see the company at once and see 
if I can get off. I asked them when you were here before, and they said it would be 
at least 10 days before they could get a man to take my place, and that is the only 
answer I ever got from them.” He continued, referring to a demand for 3.000 pexs 
made on him by the bandit leader Aguilar in August, 1919. ‘‘When I told the Ameri- 
can consul last August about the demand for the money, he said, ‘The only thing 
you can do is to pay it or leave (that is, leave your farm). ’ If you can afford to psy, 
all right. If not, get off.’ I had 300 acres of land plowed for crop, and rented it to 
a Mexican, but later he refused to pa any rent. I went to see the presidente munici- 
pal. He said they had orders from the Government that they could eccuny, rent iree, 
any vacant property of foreigners. I protested, but he refused to show me his author- 
ity, and I had to submit, since the consul said he could do nothing for me. | asked 
the man who occupied my land if he would even pay the taxes and this he refused to 
do. I have wanted all the time to go before the committee, but my company would 
not make any arrangement to release me. I wil] go at once to see the manager again 
and if they will let me off I will go before the committee at once.” Mr, Jetiries did 
not return. 

Pete Wilson, with Mexican Gulf Oil Co., summoned on April 15, 1920, at 2 p.m. 
In answer to his summons he stated, “I will go see the manager and if he says that 
my job holds good and my expenses and salary will be paid I will go. They told me 
that they would do that before, but they also said that the Mexicans were watching 
and no one who went before the committee would be able to return, so I backed out.’ 
Mr. Wilson did not return. l 

Mordelo Vincent, assistant manager, Agwii Petroleum Co., summoned on April 12, 
1920, at 10.15 a.m. In answer to his summons he stated, “IT don’t wish to appear a8 
a slacker or one who does not do his duty to his country, but I feel that there is nothing 
I can tell the committee which would justify the sacrifice I should have to make in 


view of the attitude of the Mexican Government.” 

F. X. Anglin, manager Agwii Petroleum Co., summoned on April 14, 1920. at 
10a.m. In answer to his summons he stated, ‘It is up to Mr. Vincent, as I have only 
been here about six weeks and have been Very busy during that time.” 

William E. Green, general superintendent H uasteca (Mexican) Petroleum Co., 
summoned on April 10, 1920, at 4 p.m. In answer to his summons he stated, “Come 
in Monday about 9 or 10a. m., and I will talk with you. 1 am so busy with company 
affairs that 1 do not know what to do. Such a large company aa this, and only one 
man to handle the work.” On Monday, April 14, 1920. I went to see him at 9.40 a. m., 
and he stated, “I do not know of a thing I could tell you. We have had so little 
trouble. Only {two of our men have had anything out of the ordinary happen to them 
that would be of interest to the committee, and they can not come.” 

M. H. Willis, engineering department, Huasteca Petroleum Co., summoned at 
Tampico on April 13, 1920, at 9.15 a. m. In answer to his summons he first stated 
“I have no passport and Dr. Paddleford and William Green told me that any man 
who went before the committee was a fool. They also told me that any man who 
went must consider his trip as his annual vacation. Mr. Green and Dr. Paddleford 
further told me that the man who had been there in January had misrepresented 

them [in stating that the company was willing that their employees testify], and that 
they opposed any man going because it would destroy his usefulness to the company, 
and that the company had too much monev at stake here to risk the reprisal that 
would surely be their lot if it were known that their employees testified against the 
Mexican Government.” ~~ — 

I. B. Flick, field superintendent Huasteca Petroleum Co., summoned at Tampico 
on April 13, 1920, at 9.30 a.m. In answer to his summons he stated, “Of course, 
would not object to going if I knew it would be absolutely secret, but at present it 18 
impossible on account of having too much work on hand.” 

George de Hay, pipe-line superintendent Huaateca Petroleum Co., summoned on 
April 15, 1920, at 11.30a. m. In answer to his summons he stated “Ty could not give 
you any answer without consulting Mr. Green, as that is a matter which involves the 
company, and if they approve I am sure I know some things which the committee 
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ought to know. I will let you know later.” The next day, at 2 p. m., he stated to. 
me, “I am going down to the office now to see Bill Green and if he will agree ] am. 
going to give what I know to the committee.’’ Mr. de Hay did not return. 

Wm. L. Steed, field manager Huasteca Petroleum Co., summoned on April 16, 1920, 
at 5 p.m. In answer to his summons he stated, ‘‘That last clause lets me out. I 
am an unwilling witness. The United Statcs has never done anything for me, and 
when we were run out of here in 1914 we had to go on German and [inglish boats 
one te the country we belong to failing us in our hour of need.” 

1. F. Taylor, station superintendent Huasteca Petroleum Co., Esperanza Camp, 
summoned on April 12, 1920, at 9 a. m. In answer to his summons he stated, “I 
should like to go if I can get leave from the company, and I will go immediately to 
see if I can arrange for a leave. Waving bcen diplomatic agent for the company in 
many of its dealings I have some interesting things ] could relate to the committee” 
Mr. Taylor did not return. 

W. E. Livingstone, manager Penn-Mex Fuel Oil Co., summoned at Tampico on 
April 13, 1920. at6 p.m. I summoned Mr. Livingstone in the presence of the attorney 
of the company, Mr. Lipscomb, and his reply, addressed partly to me and partly to 
the attorney, was, “I don't know; we might take a vacation.” 

J. A. Lipscomb, attorney Penn-Mex Fuel Oil Co., summoned on April 10, 1920, at 
5.20 p.m. In answer to his summons. he stated, “I would not object to doing all I can 
for the general good. Perhaps I may be able to get to the States in time to appear 
before the committee.” 

Harry Kipp, representing an oil company whose name I do not remember, sum- 
moned on April 10, 1920, at 12.30 p.m. In answer to hissummons, he stated, “I could 
not do any good by appearing betore the committee.” 

Dan Moran, manager The Texas Co. of Mexico, summoned on April 12. 1920, 
at 10.45 a. m. In answer to his summons, he stated, “I am not as bitter as some 
toward the Mexicans. Too many Americans come down here and invite trouble by 
their attitude and by misunderstanding the Latin mind. Lonillas is a very highly 
educated engineer, much smarter than the average American.” He added that he 
thought Bonillas would be the next president and that conditions would be all right 
under him. Referring back to the matter in hand again, he said, “I thought Bill 
Buckley told the committee all they wanted to know.” 

I. S. Broun, agent Standard Oil Co. of New Jersey, summoned on April 12, 1920, at 
3.30 p.m. In answer to his summons, he stated, ‘Our activities here are confined to 
a small refinery and so our own experiences are not worth mentioning. Although I 
have ay here eight years, my knowledge is all second-hand regarding affairs in 
general.” 

H. A. Ellis, manager Atlantic Refining Co., summoned at Tampico on April 12, 
1920,at5p.m. In answer to hissummons he stated. © I do not think anything | could 
tell the committee would be of any consequence, but I want to assure you that my 
inclination is to wish that I could. My company has suffered very little compared 
with some.” 

H. M. Wilson, manager of the Interocean Gil Co., summoned on April 14, 1920, at 
10.30a.m. In answer to his summons he stated, “I have been here 24 years but have 
experienced nothing worth mentioning.” 
© 0. C. Hasbrouck, manager Pierce Oil Corporation, summoned on April 14. 1920, 
at 11.45 a. m. In answer to his summons he stated, “J have been in this country 
about 24 vears, 2 years in the vicinity of Tepetate, and I should like to appear before 
the committee if I can get away. My sympathy and inclination are for the cause.” 

George G. Hunt, manager of the Union Oil Co., summoned on April Lt, 1920, at 
4.45 p.m. «In answer to his summons he stated, “1I don’t think there is cne of the 
Americans connected with the oil industry here who would not be pleased and im- 
mensely gratified if they could assist in every way possible, but we have to consult 
the interests of our principals. and the moral duty we owe them, and keep up the work 
which guarantees against loss large sums of money invested in plants, and the entire 
fabric of the industry would be destroyed if we deserted, as we surely would if we 
knowingly exiled ourselves from our work by appearing before the committee.” 

H. J. Kidder, superintendent Pierce Oil Corporation, summoned on April 14, 1920, 
at 5.15 p.m. In answer to his summons he stated, “There is nothing our cc mpany: 
would care to lay before the committee, as we have very little to relate.” 

W. H. Sharp, manager of the Freeport Mexican Fuel Oil Co., summoned on April 15, 
1920, at 10 a.m. In answer to his summons he stated, ‘‘Am very busy and do not 
think it will be possible for me to get away, but will be glad to appear before the. 
Committee if it is possible.” 
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Walter Tschuden, assistant manager, Freeport Mexican Fuel Oil Co., summor 
on April 15, 1920, at 9.45 a. m. In answer to his summons he stated, “No, doo’ 
subpoena me; I don’t know anything.” 

Benjamin Buchanan, National Petroleum Corporation, summoned on Apri 1. 
1920, at 11.30a.m._ In answer to his summons he stated, “Our operations in the feli 
are very limited and as a consequence we have very little of interest to relate. I have 
been reading the reports of the findings of the committee and think they are doite 
great work.” 

Mr. Posey, with Continental-Mexican Petroleum (‘o., summoned on April 15, 192 
at ll a.m. In answer to his summons he stated, ‘‘We have no information of impr: 
tance. Have heen held up and robbed, but that might have happened anywhere 
What T know would appear very trivial.” ; 

R. B. Keys, assistant manager, National Oil Co.. summoned on April 15, 192). 1 
1.45 p.m. In answer to his summons he stated, “‘It is not a case of unwillingnes tè 
appear, but rather we are too busy to attend to any matters outside of our company 

Villiam Stevens, field superintendent, New England Fuel Oil Co., summoned ot 
April 16, 1920, at Lla. m. In answer to his summons he stated, ‘I am perfectly wiliag 
to go if Capt Blackmon gets back in time. He is away for a month.” 

W. O. Fitch, with New England Fuel Oil Co., summoned on April 10, 1920, at 97 
a.m. In answer to hissummons he stated, “I would like to appear before the commit- 
tee if it is possible to do s0.” 

You will perceive from the above answers that almost without exception the subs 
dinate emplovees of the oil companies and independent Americans of small mean 
were desirous of testifving, but that, in view of the threat of the Carranza government 
not to permit them to return to Mexico if they should tell the truth about condition: 
in that country, and the attitude of the oil companies in not only refusing to prote! 

such men as might testify but also in actively o posing the desire of their employee 
to appear before the committee, they felt that fie were not justified in making th 
individual sacrifice involved in testifying; they had long ago lost faith in their (rover: 
ment, and when the only hope that remained—the influence of the oil companie- 
was denied them, they declined to testify. 

During my last trip to Tampico I received the impression from a number of aure 
that while I was negotiating with the managers during the latter part of January å 
definite decision had been reached not to cooperate with your committee. In order 
to ascertain the truth T applied to the secretary of the Managers’ Association, Mr.J.4. 
Brown, but was unable to receive any satisfaction. I also called on Mr. Thomas] 
Lee, Mr. D. C. McCuen and Mr. H. B. Duncan. the attorneys constituting the com 
mittee to cooperate with me, who insisted that the companies were most anxious to 
cooperate with me. T arrived in New York on the 26th of this month, and yesterday. 
the 27th, called on Mr. Chester O. Swain, the president of the Oil Association, and asked 
nim for copies of the telegrams which I understood had been exchanged between him 

and the secretary of the managers association in Tampico. Mr. Swain gave me thee 
copies. In this connection I wish again to call vour attention to the fact that the meet- 
ing of the managers’ association that Mr. Longan and I attended occurred on the 2th 
of January: that my meeting with the committee appointed by that association to 
cooperate with me occurred on the 28th of January, and that Mr. Longan’s subsequent 
meeting with the managers’ association occurred on the 3d dav of February. 

From the copies handed to me by Mr, Swain, it develops that, on Januarv 13, three 
days after I attended the meeting of the oil association in New York, Mr. Swain sent 
Mr. Brown the following telegram: a 

‘‘Pat returning Tampico important message. All managers authorized to cooperate 
fully in matter.” ear 

On January 28, the dav after I met with the Managers’ Association tin Tampio. 
and the same day I met with the committee of attorneys appoi Hed bv that association 
for the purpose of cooperating with me, the s vaf ; i 


, : ERN Secretary of this association, Mr. J. à 
Brown, wired Mr. Chester O. Swain as follows: i 


| Relarine to spect! messice:broweht by Prive hind individual who talked with 
you in New York wants to mike sensational publicity by takine eari 120 (2) employ- 
ees of oil companies and colonists from here to testify. He asks for three landmen an 
a camp cashier irom the Transcontinental Oil Co.” We think his methods are sensi- 
tional, political, advertising. and will hurt relation of oil comp inies to Government 
of this country ata time when this is particularly undesirable Records of occurrences 
in oil country are on file and can he obtained by committee by fea nest to Department 
of State. Tf yon approve and instruet us to give to him every thi Pre uired will do 
so. Please wire.” hing req 
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On January 31, three days before Mr. Longan again met the Managers’ Association, 
and seven days before I left Tampico, Mr. Swain telegraphed Mr. Brown as follows: 

“ Replying your telegram January 28, association accepts judgment of local managers 
in matter and withdraws instructions sent through Pat.” 

Comments on these interesting telegrams would be superfluous. Although the 
decision not to cooperate was made on January 31, three months ago, the oil companies 
had not communicated this decision to Judge Kearful, Mr. Buckley, or myself. 

I wish to call vour attention to the statement in the telegram of the 28th of January 
that ‘‘the individual who talked with you wants to make sensational publicity by 
taking nearly 120 employees of oil companies and colonists from here to testify,’’ and 
the further statement that ‘‘we think his methods are sensational, political, adver- 
tising, and will hurt relations of oil companies to Government of this country at a 
time when this is particularly undesirable,’’ and that ‘‘records of occurrences in the oil 
country are on file and can be obtained by the committee by request. to Department 
of State.” The Oil Association had been apprised by Mr. Buckley and by me of the 
object in bringing a large group of witnesses at one time, since it was thought that 
such action would preclude the possibility of political persecution, and certainly 
the object of bringing witnesses was to inform your committee and the American 
people of conditions in Mexico—there could be no other object—and the more pub- 
icity given to the truth, the more desirable it would seem that these witnesses come. 
The ol companies had been engaged for many months in extensive propaganda 
having for its ostensible purpose the giving of publicity to conditions in Mexico; but 
from the above telegrams, it would seem that while they desire such publicity they 
shrink from accepting the responsibility for the same. 1 presume that the relations of 
the oil companies with the Carranza government which might be affected at this 
time referred to the fact that the oil companies were about to secure provisional per- 
mits to do temporary drilling, and that they feared that further publicity adverse to 
the Carranza Government might injure their prospects. As to the allegation that the 
records of such occurrences could be found in the files of the State Department, it 
certainty could not have escaped the observation of the managers that, in the first 
place, these tiles are not available, and in the second place, if this were the objection 
to cooperating, it should have been alleged in the beginning. 

In view of the above, it is with great regret that I have to report to you that my 
mission to Tampico has failed to result in testimony before your committee of the most 
vital nature with regard to the critical situation in the oil fields, due to the refusal of 
the oil companies to cooperate with your committee, and that my mission was rendered 
more difticult and the time and money expended were in exce3s of what they should 
have been because of the unfortunate breach of faith on the part of the oil companies. 
It had been my understanding that the oil companies were desirous of having the facts 
with regard to Mexico, and especially with regard to their persecution and the mal- 
treatment and assassinition of their own men, presented to the committee, and I 
had proceeded on this theory. I found that the managers were anxious to shift 
responsibility to their principals in the States, and that the latter were equally deter- 
mined to shift the responsibility to the managers, and that all desired to profit by the 
endeavors of vour committee without assuming the risk of cooperation in so far as my 
work was concerned. 

The failure of the oil companies to present their case to the American people and to 
inform the legislative branch of their government of a situation concerning which 
they have complained so bitterly for the last few years, was so incomprehensible to 
me that I endeavored tb ascertain if there were any Motives that prompted this unusual 
conduct outside of their unfortunate timidity, and developed the opinion of several 
managers that may to sume extent explain this attitude, and which I believe will be 
interesting to the committee. Several of these gentlemen charged that the work of 
this committee was purely political and that the committee was not endeavoring in 
good faith to alleviate conditions in Mexico. This impression was confirmed in a 
conversation recently with a high official of the Oil Association, in which this gentle- 
man stated that he had never had much confidence that the investigation would accom- 
plish any ultimate good, since he believed that certain members of the committee 
were actuated by personal, political motives instead of a desire for the amelioration 
of conditions in Mexico. 


Respectfully yours, 
S. D. LESTER. 
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FRIDAY, MAY 14, 1920. 


Untrep States SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON Fortran RELATIONS, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to the call of the chairman, at 11 
o’clock a. m., in room 128, Senate Office Building, Senator Albert B. 
Fall presiding. 

Present : Senators Fall (chairman) and Brandegee. 

The CHatrMan. The committee will come to order. 

The chairman made the following statement: 

Under Senate resolution 335, Sixty-second Congress, second ses- 
sion, a subcommittee of the Foreign Relations Committee of the 
United States Senate was directed to make an investigation of Mexi- 
can affairs. The subcommittee was composed of the following Sen- 
ators: William Alden Smith, Michigan, chairman; Porter J. McCum- 


ber, North Dakota; William E. Borah, Idaho; Benjamin F. Shively, 


Indiana; Gilbert M. Hitchcock, Nebraska. 

Later, by the adoption of a resolution to that effect, offered by 
Senator Cullom, the then chairman of the Foreign Relations Commit- 
tee, Albert B. Fall, of New Mexico, was designated as a member of 
said committee. 

The resolution under which the committee was constituted and di- 
rected to act is as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Relations or a subcommittee thereof 
is hereby authorized and directed to inquire, investigate, ascertain, and report 
whether any persons, associations, or corporations, domiciled in or owing alle- 
giance to the United States, have heretofore been or are now engaged in foment- 
ing, inciting, encouraging, or financing rebellion, insurrection, or other flagrant 
disorder in Cuba or Mexico against the lawful, organized Governments of those 
countries. 

Resolved further, That said committee or a subcommittee thereof is hereby 
empowered to summon witnesses, to send for persons and papers, to administer 
oaths, and to take and secure whatever testimony and evidence may be required 
to ascertain and report upon the matters aforesaid; and said committee or a 
subcommittee thereof is hereby authorized for the purposes aforesaid to sit 
TO necessary and act as well when Congress is not in session as when in 
session. 

Resolved further, That the said committee is hereby directed to report the re- 
sult of its said investigation and inquiry to the Senate during the first month 
of the next session of Congress; and the expenses incurred by such Investigation 
and inquiry shall be paid from the contingent fund of the Senate upon vouchers 
to be approved by the chairman of the committee. 


The committee opened its hearings on September 7, 1912, at El 
Paso, Tex., and continued same at various points along the border 
and in the United States until the latter part of December, 1912. 
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The evidence, documentary and otherwise, taken by this committee 
was printed for the use of the Committee on Foreign Relations, but 
no report of the committee upon the subject of its investigations was 
ever filed either with the F oreign Relations Committee or with the 
Senate. , 

Senator Fall, chairman of the subcommittee conducting the present 
hearings, prepared a report upon certain phases of the investiga- 
tion: that is to say, particularly upon the question as to funds used 
by the Madero and other revolutionary factions in the overthrow 
of the Diaz government. This typewritten report was prepared 
about March 1, 1913, and submitted to Senator mith, chairman of 
the subcommittee conducting the 1912 hearings. l od 

Later, that is to say, on or about June 1, 1913, having ascertained 
that this report had not been presented to the Foreign Relations 
Committee, Senator Fall presented a co y of the typewritten Ha 
to the then chairman of the Foreien elations Committee of the 
United States Senate, Augustus O. Bacon, of Georgia. on Rel 

This report apparently was never considered by the Foreign i 
tions Committee, nor by the Senate, nor was same printed for the 
use of the Senate or otherwise. iia 

In conducting the present hearings this committee would have 
sought and taken testimony in addition to that which it has aan 
had some portions of such testimony not been covered by the a 
of the committee in 1912, and had it not been for the fact that x 
testimony is embraced in the printed report of hearings of 191 od 
copy of which printed report, consisting of 918 pages of par a 
matter, is in the possession of the present committee, the gre . 
portion of the evidence, documentary and otherwise, embrace l 
the report referred to having been taken by or in the presence 0 
Mr. Fall, chairman of the present committee. Bs a Aa 

Certain portions of the evidence taken in the 1912 hearings i 
included or set forth in the printed document referred to are, int 
opinion of this committee, material in the present hearings, and ae 
are ordered printed and will be considered as a portion of the hear- 
ings and evidence taken in the present proceedings. Such m 
will be printed as the hearings and as of the proceedings of this day. 
and follow this statement. ` 

The report submitted by the chairman of this committee to Ui 

Foreign Relations Committee in June, 1913, will also be printed. 

following the evidence now submitted. | 


Evipence Taken BY THE SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE FOREIGN ee cae 
COMMITTEE OF THE UNITED STATES SENATE IN 1912, UNDER SENA 
REsoLUTION 335, Sixty-seconn CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION. 


Los ANGELES, Cantr., September 18, 1912. 
The committee met at 2 o'clock p. m. | 
Present : Senator Smith of Michigan (chairman) and Senator Fall. 
Present also: Mr. A. I. McCormick, United States attorney for 
the southern district of California, and Mr. Dudley W. Robinson, as- 
sistant United States attorney for the southern district of Californie. 


a 
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STATEMENTS OF DUDLEY W. ROBINSON AND A. I. McCORMICK. 


Mr. Rostnson. I am the assistant United States attorney for the 
southern district of California. I first became interested in any way 
in the Mexican situation when preparing to prosecute the case of the 
United States against Ricardo Flores Magon and others upon a charge 
of violating the neutrality law by forming a conspiracy to enlist men 
to go to Mexico to fight as soldiers against the Mexican Government. 

n the inception of the case our officers seized the plant of a paper 
known as El Regeneracion, which was the official organ of the so- 
called Mexican Liberal Party and of the Mexican junta of which 
Ricardo Flores Magon was the head in Los Angeles and which was 
conducted at the headquarters of the Mexican junta in Los Angeles. 

At the same time we seized all the correspondence we could find, 
both of the junta and the newspaper. 

In looking through this correspondence we found that the junta 
had sent broadcast throughout the country. 

Senator Fatt. Throughout which country ? 

Mr. Rosinson. Throughout the United States copies of this paper; 
sent them out freely whenever anyone requested that they be sent 
to any place where they might be distributed. 

In answer to the e Y and papers and articles in this news- 
paper the junta and the Magons individually received replies from 
all over the United States. 

From my acquaintance with the localities in New York City and 
elsewhere from which a great many of these replies came, and from 
my acquaintance with some of the families, and I might say also 
that from responses that they received from some people in Los 
Angeles and vicinity, I became convinced that a great many very 
respectable people and a great many respectable women were re- 
sponding to their requests for assistance in furthering the cause of 
the Mexican Liberal Party. These donations or subscriptions were 
very sma]]——— 

enator Fatt. You mean the individual subscriptions? 

Mr. Rorıxsox. The individual subscriptions were very trifling 
amounts, none running to more than $25 that I can remember and 
most of them being in amounts of $2, $3, or $5 apiece; but there were 
apparently a great number of them, from the number that we found 
copering the limited period of the correspondence which we seized. 

Senator Smitu. Can you give an estimate of the total amount of 
money that they took in? 

Mr. Ropinson. It would be practicable impossible to do that. We 
never did set them out or attempt to tabulate them. 

Senator Smrru. Do you think they would run into the thousands 
of dollars? 

Mr. Rogrnson. I should say probably up to $1,000 a month any- 
way and sometimes possibly more than that. There were subscrip- 
tions sent from various socialists throughout the country and there 
were contributions sent from socialistic and anarchistic organizations. 
Apparently small bodies would hold receptions or entertainments or 
take collections among themselves and send them in to the Magons for 
the purpose of helping along their work. | 

The correspondence also disclosed the fact that the Magons had 
agents whom they sent around to make speeches to groups of their 
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friends, either of their own nationality or of the socialistic persu- 


sion, and to get up receptions and entertainments and make collec- 
tions for the cause. 


We had a large amount of their correspondence, and a few speci- 


mens of it, selected at random, will show its character. Here ar 
some of them: | 


Curcaao, March 31, 1911. 
Mr. ANSELMO L. FIGUEROA, 


Los Angeles, Cali f. 


DEAR SiR: I have distributed many of the copies of Regeneracion which you 
have sent me, and shall distribute more. I inclose a letter from a teacher of 


watch the ads. of teachers in the “ Instruction ” column of the Sunday Tribune, 
and, if the names and addresses are given of Spanish teachers, to send them 
bundles of your paper. I am also studying Spanish, and a Mr. R. L. Terwilliger, 
of the Hayes Hotel, Sixty-thirg Street and Lexington Avenue, this city, who is 
in my class and to whom I gavea copy of Regeneracion, said he should subscribe 
for it. If he has not done SO, you might send him a sample copy or two and jog 
his memory. I find, however, that I have more papers sometimes than I can 
distribute, and thought perhaps you had better cut down my allowance, sending 
me a bundle once a month, or at most twice a month. 


I do not think there are many Spanish people here and few who are studying 
the language. 


With best wishes for your success, I am, 
Very truly, yours, 
Ipa Cross, 
6242 Woodlawn Avenue, Chicago, Ill. 


Cuicago, November 19, 1910. 
Mr. ANSELMO L, FIGUEROA, Ed., 


Los Angeles, Calif. 

DEAR COMRADE: I see your appeal in the Daily Socialist and herewith inclose 
check for $10. I should like $2 of it to apply on a year’s subscription for me 
although if the money is worth more to you as a donation you are welcome to al 
of it without a subscription to myself. Also, if you desire to give me sub ca 
for the rest or any part of it, I will give to Spanish people, in which way you 
may Increase your circulation. Of course, I presume three or six month subs 
are better than a year's as in that way the paper becomes more extensively 
known. However, please do as vou wish, as I desire it as a gift to do with as 


Ipa Cross. 


P. S.—Please send correspondence to my business address, care of The Public, 
room 205, No. 357 Dearborn Street, Chicago, Ill., but send the paper to me at 6242 
Woodlawn Avenue, Chien £o, third flat, as papers get mixed with exchanges 
when they come to this office. 


Check Central Trust Co. of Illinois, No. 192, $10. 


Cuicaco, June 8, 1911. 

DEAR COMRADE MACON: To-day St. John spoke to me of a man that can give 
any general representing Madero a grand reception providing they cross the 
border to attack Lower Californian. I understand he can also get help to con- 
summate his work, 

This may interest you. I am writing it therefore, that you may if you wish 
avail yourself of his service. He likewise is being notitied of this and may 
be of some assistance to you. 

Trusting that the boys in Lower California Will be aided much more in the 
future than in the past, 

I remain yours sincerely, for the revolution, 


J. MENKE. 


P. S.—This man’s address in Dan Dawson, 606 and 608 Second Street, El 
Paso, Tex. 


If I can be of more service to you in Los Angeles than here please let me 
know. 
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San Dreoeo, CALIF., June 5, 1911. 
R. F. Macon, Esq., 
Los Angeles. 


CoMRADE: You will remember me as I had several lengthy talks with Com- 
rade Figueroa in regard to the establishment of a grocery among the Mexicans 
about Los Angeles. But I don’t want to talk about that. Yesterday noon 
when I arrived here from “ Los” I went into Kaspar Bauer’s curio store to 
have a little talk with him. He showed me a letter which he had just finished 
writing you, and in which he resigned as member of the local junta. He said 
war in Lower California ought to be discontinued and Madero be given a chance 
as to show what he would do for the people of Mexico. I talked against this 
policy and he in its favor. We had quite an argument. I did not tell him 
all I thought though, but I will tell you. Bauer has been bought off, and so 
has Pryce if he does not return. The former told me that Turner also was for 
quitting. I don’t know whether this is true or not, but if it is true then he 
also has been bought off. 

Better appoint some of your own countrymen as members of the junta, and 
on with the revolution. 

Yours, fraternally, 
OTTO KAPPLIN, 
Rural Delivery No. 8. 


We, undersigned old soldiers, having fought 50 years ago against slavery, 
send this as an encouragement for the Mexicans who now fight against beauro- 
crat-capitalist tyranny. 


D. W. iInGSGOV ose co8 oe esa ee eee abe eee ewe te eee 
R: Ay Kenn Gye oes Gao eee eee eee et ocean 
H: Niele cso ecces eh ese eas co See eee eee eee aee epee cae 


Q 
BENBENE 


Sotprer’s Home, Carir., March 19, 1911. 


CHICAGO, ILL., February 18, 1911. 
420 West FOURTH STREET, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

GENTLEMEN: Since J should like to offer to the Mexican insurgents the serv- 
ices of a friend and myself, I herewith beg of you to kindly inform me how 
to do so. 

I am a European by birth, and have received my education in a military 
academy of one of the world powers, and have seen actual Army service in the 
same country. 

My friend, Mr. Thurber, of Chicago, Ill., also has seen service. 

We are both of the same age—23 years—and both of good health. 

I understand there is a special demand for men who understand how to op- 
erate machine guns, and both of us are fully competent to do so. 

Please inform us also as to what outfit we should need and the pay we may 
expect and under what conditions. 

In the hope that you will have the kindness to answer at your earliest pos- 
sible convenience and give us the desired information, 

We are, respectfully yours, 
Gro. A. RopEt, 
Tom E. THURBER, 
558 West Van Buren Street, Chicago, IU. 


Hore, N. MEX., February 7, 1911. 
ANSELMO L. FIGUEROA, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Sir: I see by the daily papers that there is a lack of surgical care for 
the wounded revolutionists. If such be the case, kindly put me in communi- 
cation with the proper ones, that I may get into their hospital service, where 
I can be of assistance to them. 

Respectfully, 
H. A. CBECELIUS. 
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eae eae Hope, N. MEX., February 7, 1911. 
EpivH L. TURNER, 
Los Angeles, 
DEAR COMRADES: A physician and surgeon of this 
about 30 and trained in New York, is willing to oo eal ie E 
cause. Write him or us as to his usefulness and where most needed 
Yours, an appeal for liberty, S. PARKS. 


Lista de gastos del dinero recibido del Sr. F. Frezi 
S € Dr. $ »Z1ETres : 
Para Vinge á el Cajon, Cal (Costo de Viages redondos) = 


De Los Angeles Á San Diego- __—_ 85.0 

De San Diego å el Cajon... 0 00007 e 

De el Cajon á Flores Ranch__._.__.__.._...... a 

De San Diego A Lake Side... ttiti—sSSS 3 (0 
Para pagar Hotel desde el 27 de Marzo ål 30 de Abril ($3 diarios) z 
Recibido del Sr. Fiezieres__---- ERONI (FA diarioa 
RESTO S25 aa a ee lt kh ones 


JULIO MANCILLAS. 


SEATTLE, WA 2 
R. Frores Macon, E, WASH., May 29, 1911. 
Oryan of the Merican Liheral Party, Los Angeles, Calif 
Dear Six: Inclosed you will tind $1 contributed i l 
’ . Pi, : in th A S ; 
Yours, truly, e cause of human liberty 
SADIE L° BERNSTEN. 


Sottoscrizione pro-rivoluzionari Messicani: 


G. Ambrosettisacco cs 6 oo ee 
O Fae een oe edt o ae Do ea a et hey ee ae 
De th te ee he et ee dt ne te ie es T 
D sce ek ee cetera ee ee ee À 
E oe eee ete te a tas T ae ee = 
Wet eae eh em ee bet ee tee te eee as 
A. Searpenti coe ao eed at tte gene he 9 ew gy he ed 50 
Bei is ele ce eae ee ene ee 3 
E loss ates ae eee eee Sen ae et es ees 5 
TME alk ee i hs tN es ae pet ee o5 
Ce 1 a E E ENE E A E eee 10 
Dee A ett he onc eg eee te ee ee ee “99 
Be er el eater ee yk wh ae i; 
Ge PO eee eee a ae eee ee eign 55 
Ge Franculli cee oo es be on ttt De en eg te ee a) 
E E T fn ea A E E a Vie a 5 
S cseneee acc ie cet tte ee ee a 
Ee TICs aan west ce ee aN aan T ee oe 15 
R. Bagnaschi_-.----------- 2a. a a "25 
1 Fae lett isss 2 ok eee st lees ye a "10 
We MIEN S T EE N T oO eee hn ty ee ee "10 
P ON ens i te eel ee ee ee "10 
A TALL PEED Moore Sc ne te a ese Seen gio ee ee at 10 

Po ta eh otal a eds A et ariel, hah vite eine gr 
Deolotto spese postali------2-- 2- 10 

Foie (51 6 | ane ene ae  aas 5 45 


Per la sez, soc. ital. di Torrington Ct. : 
ANTONIO Grunt, Segretari. 
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San Francisco, April 18, 1911. 
Mr. TURNER, Lous Angeles, Calif. 


DEAR Sig: I got your address from the Liberal Legion of S. F. and want to 
know if you can put me in communication with Francisco Madero, jr., or what 
you can do about it. I am in possession of a secret to manufacture smokeless 
powder at a cost of T to 10 centy per pound, ready for use in 30 hours. Can be 
used in guns, rifles, and made stronger for blasting purposes, Can make it 
anywhere, on the desert, mountain, and on ships. By inquiry here the cost is 30 
to 40 cents per pound. As vou will not be here in two weeks, I send this letter 
for a speedy reply. It would be a good idea to go into Mexico and manufacture 
it right on the spot, but I have no knowledge how to make cartridges, only the 
powder. This is reliable information; no American humbug. 

Yours, respectfully, M. A. REDDING, 
1117 MeAllister Street. City. 


Los ANGELES, CALIF., May 16, 1911. 


Received from Messrs. A. P. Cherback and P. H. Leifferts, members of the 
international committee, Mexican Liberal Party, junta, the amount of $16.10 
(sixteen dollars and ten cents). This money has been used for the purchase 
of one rifle and cartridges and rail passage from Los Angeles to San Diego for 
one Russian fellow. 

JOHN Koropy. 


OFFICES OF THE JUNTA OF THE MEXICAN LIBERAL Parry, 
5194 East FOURTH STREET, 
Los Angeles, Calif., May 10, 1911. 


FELLOW WORKERS: The Mexican revolution is labor’s revolution, for the 
Mexicans have been stripped to the bone by the very powers which labor is 
organized to fight. It is a war of men versus money, the workers versus alien 
landlords and financial leeches, the people versus Wall Street. 

The profits wrung from American labor have been taken across the Mexican 
border and used to grind out even vaster fortunes by slavery of the grossest 
type and the fraudulent appropriation of huge landed estates, literally given 
away to foreign millionaires and corporations by the corrupt financial ring that 
has ruled Mexico. 

Forced from the land, driven into exile, and compelled to work at starvation 
Wages, the Mexicans have been used by capital as a club. Now the Mexicans 
have revolted and the club is turned against the oppressor. Help us to use it 
effectively, striking off our chains and yours. 

Help the Mexican revolution! It is your revolution, and its triumphant issue 
will mean your redemption, for American labor will not remain enslaved when 
Mexicans, just across the border, have won their economic freedom. 

Help the Mexicans to win! Help them with your dollars, as they, less fortu- 
nitely situated, are helping you by giving up their lives—their all. ‘ 

Don't let Wall Street plunge your country into civil war by forcing on it 
armed intervention. Don't be Wall Street's cat’s-paw. It is not Wall Street, 
but you, that will have to pay the awful bill. Not the Morgans and the Rocke- 
fellers, but you will be the food for powder, 

Capital is straining every nerve to win this fight. Defeat it; score a victory 
for labor that will be decisive throughout the world. 

We Mexican revolutionists have suffered everything—exile, imprisonment, the 
gallows. We have not flinched; we are not flinching. We are fighting. laying 
down our lives, living as only those who have a great cause at stake can live, 
Every cent you contribute will be used, and used economically, to win this tight, 
If we wished it, we should not dare to be false to our financial trust. 

We send you copies of our manifesto, since we wish you to know where we 
Stand. You can assist greatly by urging your trade and labor papers to publish 
or comment on it, for publicity is the life of every movement. We have nothing 
to conceal. Moreover, we beg you to correspond with us that we may give you 
information on any points respecting which you may be in doubt. 

Unless requested not to do so, We shall publish in our official organ, Regenera- 
ción, the names of contributors, with the amounts contributed or pledged. 


ORGANIZING JUNTA, MEXICAN LIBERAL Parry, 
Per R. Flores MAGON. 


(Stamped:) Junta Organizadora del Partido Liberal Mexicano. 
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Subscription list. 
C. H. Axelson, 2839 Grand Avenue, Minneapolis (amount pledged weekly, 


Po COMMIS) 2322 bee ees one ae oes es $1.0 
C. A. Miller, 27 North Eighth Street, Minneapolis- 1.00 
Sam Tobin cet ccs wee eet ce ce se ee ee % 
rA T E les eee E E Ne ZS 
E E O ER S E ET E TA 5 
Social Science Club__------------------------------------------------ 1.00 

3.75 
Weekly pledges by Axelson, two WeeKS--------------------------------- | 
4.95 


P. S.—If you can, drop me a line about what is going on on the battle field 
Send me one more list and I will do what I can. l 
C. H. A. 


Name of circulator of petition and receiver of money, C. H. Axelson, 289 
Grand Avenue, Minneapolis, Minn. ' 


Los ANGELES, CALIF., June 4, 1911. 
Mr. R. F. MAGon. 

Dear ComRADE: I was at the meeting to-day of the international committe 
of the Liberal junta. 

I wrote J. M. Barnes, national secretary of the Socialist Party, to come to 
your rescue with $500 at once. 

If, however, all your efforts seem destined to failure in raising money, allow 
me to suggest that you might be able to make a pretense of selling out the 
Lower California movement to Dick Ferris and the plutes that are after it 
Then turn right around and use their own money against all of the plutocracy 
for the Mexican cause. 

All is fair in war, and I would do anything to defeat the capitalist class. 

Yours, fraternally, 
ALEX. T. WILSON. 


LIBERAL CLUB, 
1876 MIssIon STREET, 
San Francisco. 


J. K. TURNER AND EDITORS OF REGENERACION. 


FRIENDS: As secretary of the Liberal Club, which was organized here last 
night, it is my duty to inform you that our object is to aid the revolution in 
every way that the laws allow us. 

Boone and Morris are here from Mexicali, and are with us, We have ar 
ranged a big meeting for Friday, March 17, in conjunction with the Socialist 
Party and the unions. 

We want you to communicate with us so that we may be able to act intelli- 
gently and effectively. We have several attorneys in our membership, and they 
keep us on the right side of the law. 

We are getting in touch with liberal-minded people all over the country, and 
we will have a nation-wide protest with the aid of the Socialist Party and the 
unions. The people of San Francisco are waking up to the real significance of 
the revolution. You people want to get after the State office of the Socialist 
Party, and get them to start agitation. If the American people are aroused, 
Taft will keep his hands off. The Bulletin, local evening paper here, is strong 
for the revolution. Fremont Older fs the editor’s name. 

Send 300 copies of Regeneracion at once, as we want them for Friday's 


meeting. 


Inclosed find $10; we will have a substantial sum to send you soon. More 
news later. 
Yours, for the cause, 
Jos. MOORE, 
Secretary pro tem. 
M. H. Moksis. 
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CARMEL, CALIF., June 12, 1911. 


Mr. W. C. OWEN, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Deak Mer. OweN: Last night I wrote Magon a letter in regard to your criti- 
cism, or rather your condemnation—as you put it that way—of my latest Pacific 
Monthly article. I thought first of writing only to you, but reflected that prob- 
ably he had not read my articìe himself, and perhaps not even your criticism, 
so that he-might be deceived both as to what I said and what you said. 

As I said to Magon, I do not object to honest criticism from the best of 
friends. However, I can not see how you could have read into my article 
praise of Madero. I have just gone over the article again and sincerely believe 
that, instead of being impressed favorably, the average reader will decidedly 
get an unfavorable impression of Madero from what I wrote. Of course, I did 
not strongly condemn him, as you would have done under the same circum- 
stances. But that does not mean that I praised him. I wish you would go 
over the article again and see if you can find anything that can fairly be called 
praise. I said that Madero had (the article was written over two months ago) 
so far been a great strength to the revolution; but I immediately went on to 
point out that it was his money that had been the strength rather than he; 
that he was a prominent figure in the revolution rather because of his money 
than because of his personality or his program. Certainly this is far from 
praise. 

This seems important to me, because I know there will be a good many 
readers of Regeneracion who will not read my article, people who wil] mis- 
understand what I said by reading what you said, who will think I have written 
an indorsement of Madero, Some of these will feel less friendly to me; some, 
perhaps, will feel less friendly to Magon—believing that I have written against 
Magon. This I have not done. I have tried to do a work that need not take 
sides between any party fighting against Diaz, but you can not but agree with 
me that in my writings I have given the Liberal Party more than a shade the 
detter of it, and in what other things I have done all has been done for the 
Liberal Party. 

I have never attempted or desired to make friends with Madero. I do not 
wish to be thought of as having praised Madero. I have not praised him. I 
will therefore ask you, in all fairness to me, in your next issue either to print 
an article in which you say on a second reading you went too far in saying 
that I praised Madero or print all that I said about Madero and the Liberal 
Party—there is not much of it—or at least print such a part as will cause no 
misunderstanding of me in the minds of your readers. 

Trusting that you will set me right in this, I remain, 

Very sincerely, yours, 
JOHN KENNETH TURNER. 


Los ANGELES, June 1, 1911. 
James Dunn, Point Loma. 


Dear F'xrenp: I am writing these few lines to give you the facts of my case. 
I was unable to call on you when I passed through San Diego. I just received 
your letter the last evening in Tijuana. Pryce and I left there to confer with the 
junta. The officers all knew that Pryce was coming up. We did not think it 
advisable to inform the boys. I decided to come at the last minute. Neither one 
of us took a cent from the funds. I had a few dollars which I made by selling 
a plant of curios, etc., which I had discovered. On account of the junta not 
assisting us, we have had a hard time to get ammunition, etc. We raked in 
about $850 from license fees, etc., and were holding it with the intention of 
getting fieldpieces and machine guns, expecting the junta to come through with 
rs. and amm. They have been receiving contributions right along and never 
came through with a gun or a cartridge. But that was not the worst. They did 
not send anyone down to transact the official business of the town, excepting 
toward the last they sent one down to handle the customs. All they ever did 
was to write letters of congratulation. Mayol got away from us on account of 
lack of ammunition. When we marched from Little’s ranch Pryce sent a letter 
to the junta asking that 20,000 rounds be sent to Tijuana to be ready for us 
when we arrived. They did not do this, nor did they even reply to the letter. 
If this had been sent we could have marched directly on Ensenada before Mayol 
could have started from Bee River. To make a long story short, it disgusted us 
so much that we decided to quit. Even after Madero had won out and declared 

J 
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us to be filibusters, etc., the junta did not visit us. Only through the papers we 
learned of their intentions. J. K. T. visited us while at the fort and said that we 
could not fight both the feds. and Maderists, as the junta wanted us to do. We 
had a meeting of the officers when we got back and practically decided to throw 
it up. We were leary of the Mexicans and did not know how to go about it for 
the best. We were afraid that on account of the junta still ordering us to co 
tinue the fight that if we had a meeting of the boys and declared it all off the 
Mexs. wowd call us all filibusters, etc., and start a young civil war amongst us 
On the other hand, we figured that if Pryce blew, the bunch would’ disappear. 
Your gun was stolen by some one. It was in Schmidt's company, and I showed 
him your letter. but he did not appear to be very enger to return it; next I 
heard it was gone. He was out of town when I left or I would have seen him 
about Nolan, though he would not have moved in the matter, I know. He was 
all for B Company. He caused lots of ill feeling amongst the boys. If a saddle 
or horse was stolen, B Company had it. Pryce had already sent $10 up to you 
when I spoke to him about your letter. I wanted to send you another 20, but it 


was too late. 


June 3. 
Just saw James; he tells me vou are down there, I did not think you were 


ready to leave the hospital so soon. I was hoping that this letter would reach 
you in time to prevent you from going down. As far as I can see, the game is 
up—that is, the financial end of it—and I do not feel like risking my life for 
nothing. However, you may look at it in a different light. Would like to se 
you and have a long talk with you. My next move will be either South America 
or the South Seas. James says you are all right except for the bullet in the 
shoulder. Hope you get it out soon. 

Well, this is all now. If you wish to keep in touch with me, address me care 
of Dick Ferris; he is a good fellow and can be trusted. Am looking forward to 
a letter from you. Au revoir. 

Ever, your friend, 
MELBOUBNE 

Address: C. W. Hopkins, care of Dick Ferris, U. S. Grant Hotel, San Diego. 

P. S—When you have read this, burn it. 

P. P. S—Will write further when I receive an answer from you. Am work- 
ing on the “ Pearl” proposition. 


1876 Mission Street, April 5, 1911. 
R. F. MAGON: 

Yours of 4th and night letter just received. All is ready here. Araujo wrote 
a few days ago saying that he could not bring sHdes and that Turner could not 
come. That made things bad for a while, but we will do the best we can, 
all will be well. 

I appreciate the harsh conditions under which you work in the office. The 
same is true of the situation here. Lots of froth and sympathy, but dam little 
actual work. 

After I sce Turner and A. I may be able to do something in regard to helping 
you in the office. I have been working hard on the unions but have had to 
carry the fight practically alone. I succeeded in getting the hall free for the 
mecting—a matter of $25—and may secure other support. 

Let me assure you once more of the sincere friendship nnd high esteem in 
whieh I hold such men and women as yourself and the others who are giving 
your lives for humanity. 

Yours, for the cause, Jor Moon, 
Secretary Liberal League. 


BRAWLEY, CALIF., June 7, 1911. 
Epiror REGENERACION, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Dear StR: A number of young men of this place, principally members of the 
Industrial Workers of the World, are ready and willing to give their services 
and lives, if necessary, to the cause of the liberals and to freedom in Lower 
California, Should we go at once to Tijuana, is the general in command in & 
position to equip us for duty in the field? Hoping to hear from you immediately 
in regard to this matter. 

"I remain yours, for industrial freedom, 
THos. M. Dopson, 
Care of I. W. W. Local, 
Bor 485, Brawley, Calif. 


a ————— — — ———- — 
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Money order 549279, $1.50. 

SACRAMENTO, April 23, 1911. 
Mr. A. L. FIGUEROA, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

Dear Sır: Inclosed will find money order to amount of $1.50, for which send 
50 copies of Regeneracion. This will be a standing order every week until 
further notice. The paper goes very well, and the 25 I received from you last 
week sold like hot cakes. It is the real dope ail right. 

Yours, for the revolution, 
G. C. KRAAL, 
Secretary, Independent Workers of the World, 
820 M Street, Sacramento, Calif. 


Check, branch of Bunk of Arizona, No. 1008, $8. 
Recib. y Anotado. 
JEROME, ARIZ., April 20, 1911. 
REGENERACION : Kindly send us four copies of your paper, for which I am 
berewith sending vou a check for $8, and kindly send me a receipt for same. 
Respectfully, 
JEROME MINERS’ UNION (box 786). 
Wor Hoim, Secretary. 
Se le mandan, 4 Ej del, No. 34. 


American Express Co. money order 2168928, $8. Pd. 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND., June 1, 1911. 
Mexican LIBERAL PARTY, 
i RicarRpo Frores Macon, Secretary, 
2 Los Angeles, Calif. 

CoMRADE: In reply to your appeal for assistance, I am glad to inform you 
that the Socialist Party of Marion County heartily indorses the attempt of 
the workers of Mexico to at least wrest concessions from the new ruler, 
and we pledge ourselves ta give every aid possible, although we have no large 
treasury to draw from. The total amount on hand at last meeting was voted 
to your assistance, amounting to $8. [Anotado.) This amount will be added to 
on further appeal if possible. All the requests asked for in your communica- 
tion were complied with. 

Best wishes for the successful conclusion of our cause. 

I am, fraternally, yours, 
: Marcus C. GREULING, 
2541 East Fifteenth Street, Indianapolis. 


Money order 631795, $5. Rds. 
CLEVELAND, OHIO, 29/V/1911. 


Caro COMPAGNO FIGUEROA, 
Los Angeles, Calif.: 

Spedisco $5.00 a pró rivoluzione Mexicana $1.00 da L. Martino ed $4.00 da 
is sattoscritto (Anotados). 

To qui potrei avere dei fucili del governo, a buon marcato ossia da $1.50 a 
$2.00, per la prossima volta ti pare pisi conveniente che ti mando dei fucili 
ossia é meglio i danari? 

To sono da pocco tempo in questa Cittá perció non ho nessuna conoscenza, 
ma con tutto ció qual’ cossa prametto di fare. Desidererei avere il giornale 
“ Regeneration.” 

Per ora ti saluto, tuo. 
P. CHIEREGO, Gen. Del., Cleveland, Ohio. 
* * * * aa . + 


Mr. Roninson. The literature, of which I have one specimen here 
in Spanish and English, a manifesto to the Workers of the World, 
shows by its composition that these people are of superior intelligence, 

Senator Smitu. Will you give us a copy of that manifesto? 


2506 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


Mr. Rosinson. Yes; the copy of it printed in English is as follows: 
MANIFESTO TO THE WOBKEES OF THE WORLD, 


CoMRADES: For more than four months the red flag has flamed on the battle 
fields of Mexico, carried aloft by emancipated workers, whose aspirations are 
epitomized in this sublime war cry, “Land and Liberty.” 

The people of Mexico are right now in open rebellion against thelr oppres 
sors, and taking part in the general insurrection are found the supporters of 
modern ideas, those convinced of the fallacy of political panaceas in the re 
demption of the proletarian from economic slavery, those who do not believe 
in the goodness of paternal governments nor in the impartiality of laws fas- 
ioned by the bourgeoisie, those who know that the emancipation of the workers 
ought to be accomplished by the workers themselves, those convinced of direct 
action, those who deny the “sacred” right of property, those who do not take 
up arms for the purpose of raising any master to power, but to destroy the 
chains of wage slavery. Those revolutionists are represented by the organizing 
junta of the Mexican Liberal Party (5194 East Fourth Street, Los Angeles, 
Calif., U. S. A.), whose official organ, Regeneracion, clearly explains its tend- 
encies. 

The Merican Liberal Party is not fighting to destroy the dictator, Porfirio 
Diaz, in order to put in his place a new turant. The Mexican Liberal Party 
is taking part in the actual insurrection cith the deliberate and firm purpose 
of erpropriating the land and the means of production and handing them orer 
to the people—that is, to each and every one of the inhabitants of Merioo, 
without distinction of sex. This act we consider essential to open the gates 
for the effective emancipation of the Mexican pcople. 

There is also another party in arms, the anti-Reelectionist Party, whose 
leader, Francisco I. Madero, is a millionaire, who has seen his fabulous fortune 
grow with the sweat and the tears of the peons of his haciendas. This party is 
fighting to make “ effective” the right to vote, and to found, in short, a bour- 
geois republic like that of the United States. This purely political and capi- 
talist party is naturally an enemy of the Mexican Liberal Party, because | 
gees in the activity of the Liberals a menace to the survival of the bourgeois 
republic, which guarantees to politicians, to seekers for jobs, to the rich, to 
all the ambitious, those who would like to live at the cost of the suffering and 
the slavery of the proletarian, the continuance of social inequality, the capital- 
ist system, the division of the human family into two classes—that of the 
exploiters and that of the exploited. 

The dictatorship of Porfirio Diaz is about to fall; but the revolution will not 
end by this act alone. Upon the tomb of this infamous dictatorship there will 
stand, face to face, with arms in the hand, two social classes, that of the well 
fed and that of the hungry, the first upholding the interests of its caste and 
the second the abolition of those privileges by means of the installation of 8 
avstem which guarantees to every human being bread, land, and liberty. 

` This formidable fight of the two social classes in Mexico is the first act of the 
great universal tragedy which will soon have for its stage the surface of the 
whole planet, and whose final act will be the triumph of the noble formula, 
liberty, equality, and fraternity, that the political revolutions of the bourgeoisie 
have not been able to crystallize into fact because they have not dared to break 
the backbone of tyranny, capitalism, and authority. 

Comrades of all the world, the solution of the social problem is in the hands 
of the disinherited of the whole earth, for they only require the practice of one 
great virtue, solidarity. Your brothers in Mexico have had the courage to raise 
on high the red flag, but not to make a puerile boast with it in inoffensive man” 
festations through streets and plazas, which almost always terminate with the 
arrest and the wounding of the participators by the cossacks of the tyrant, but 
to sustain it firmly in the battle fields as a spirited challenge to the old society 
which it is trying to crush in order to build on the solid earth the new society 
of justice and of love. 


Comrades, comply with your duty. i 
Signed by the Organizing Junta of the Mexican Liberal Party in the city 0 


Los Angeles, Cal., U. S. A., on April 3, 1911. 
Ricarpo Frores MAGON. 
ANSELMO L., FIGUEROA. 
ANTONIO DE P. ARAUJO. 


Lrerapo RIVERA. 
ENRIQUE FLorrS MAGON. 


—— — 
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Mr. Rosrnson. The general tone of their literature is that which 
is adopted by two classes of people with whom we have had a great 
deal to do in this section of country. One class is what is known as 
the Socialist Party of the more radical type and the other class is 
known as the I. W. W., or Industrial Workers of the World. Both 
of those, the radical Socialists and the I. W. W.’s, make a particular 
point of the contention that political action is no longer of any use 
to the working classes, and that direct action is the only thing which 
will bring about the condition which they desire; that is, that the 
workingman shall own and control the machinery of manufacture 
and the product of his labor, and also have the benefits of the profits 
of the industry. 

Senator Smiru. I heard a woman talking that on the street corner 
here the other night. 

Mr. McCormick. Mr. Robinson might call attention to the positive, 
unequivocal statement in their constitution and by-laws to the effect 
that the only thing they recognize as in any matter whatever de- 
terring them from accomplishing their object is the power to accom- 

lish it. In other words, they say, “ We will use force if we can. 
he only thing that will prevent us using force is overpowering force 
against us.” 


$ * a $ $ s o 


You will notice in that manifesto to the Workers of the World in 
the second paragraph it says: 

The people of Mexico are right now in open rebellion against their oppressors, 
and taking part in the general insurrection are found the supporters of modern 
ideas, those convinced of the fallacy of political panaceas in the redemption of 
the proletarian from economic slavery, those who do not believe in the goodness 
of paternal governments nor in the impartiality of laws fashioned by the bour- 
geoise, those who know that the emancipation of the workers ought to be ac- 
complished by the workers themselves, those convinced of DIRECT ACTION— 

Those words “ direct action” are printed in capitals. 

Senator Smirn. That is revolution ? 

Mr. Rosson. Yes; in this case it means revolution. 

It continues: 

Those who deny the “sacred” right of property, those who do not take up 
arms for the purpose of raising any master to power, but to destroy the chains 
of wage slavery. 

In other words, in this part of their propaganda they put their 
revolutionary movement upon the basis of a movement for what Mr. 
McCreary defined yesterday in our talk as a socialistic Utopia. 

Senator Fax. To be brought about by force? 

Mr. Rosrnson. Yes; to be brought about by force, and to find its 
base in Lower California; in Mexico if they could accomplish it 
throughout Mexico, but in Lower California if they could not get 
the main body of the country. 

Senator FALL. As a matter of interest I call attention to the fact 
that during the Madero revolution Ricardo Flores Magon had a 
party of armed men in the State of Chihuahua, numbering, as nearly 
as I could ascertain, approximately 100, who were taking part in 
the revolution, and who refused to acknowledge Mr. Madero or any 

other one man as a leader, and who were driven out of Orozco’s camp ~ 
because they were purely socialists. Orozco finally ran them out of 


2508 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


Chihuahua and was denonunced by Ricardo Flores Magon for not 
being a true socialist and patriot. 

Senator SmitH. When was this? 

Senator Farr. This was before the capture of Juarez in the original 
revolution. Those Magonistas, as they were called, were driven out 
of the State of Chihuahua by the insurrectos in that State and were 
not allowed to affihate with them at all, and the Magonistas in turn 
denounced the revolution as it was being carried on there because it 
did not meet with their approval, and they were trying to carry it 
into Lower California. 

Mr. Ropinsox. The manifesto to which I have referred is worth 
reading on account of the clear exposition of exactly the same sort 
of doctrines as åre contended for by the Socialists, and which find 
place in the literature of the Industrial Workers of the World. 

* = + * * + $ 

Mr. Rosıxsox. The appeal made by the Magons to the men in Mes- 
ico and the appeal to those who were sent from the United States to 
fight in Mexico was placed upon another basis. The men who were 
enlisted were not always exactly volunteers. Of course, they went 
voluntarily, but they were pursuaded by agents of the Magons. 
These volunteers were given their bare expenses to get to the Mexican 
line. There was no money consideration given to them. 

Senator Fatt. They were armed, were they? 

Mr. Rosixson. No; not always here. They were told where they 
could go and get the arms on the other side. 

Mr. McCormick. The difficult thing in our prosecution was to 
prove that the expedition was of a military character, and in that 
connection I may state that the Magonistas were constantly advised 
by the best attorneys, who posted them on the neutrality laws, and 
for that 1eason they kept everything absolutely secret which had 
anything of a military character attached to it at all. In other 
words, their idea was, * You go down to the Mexican line and do not 
be a soldier or indicate in any way that you are a soldier until after 
you get across the line. Then you will find so and so and will im- 
mediately receive your gun and ammunition.” That is correct, is 1t 
not, Mr. Robinson 4 

Mr. Ropixson. Yes. They clearly thought in their operations, 
since the trial at Tombstone three or four years ago, that they had 
now found a way to get around the law, so that if they sent these 
men down there and did not give them arms but just told them, “Go 
down there, if you will, and we will pav your tire. because it is a 
favor to you; you are friends of humanity,” they thought it would 
be all right; and they had a form of enlistment blank which ap- 
peared upon its face to be merely a certificate of membership in the 
Mexican Liberal Party, a political organization, but nen really 
enrolled them as a part of their army down there. 

Senator Smir. What proportion of these volunteers were Mexi- 
cans ¢ 

Mr. Rorixsox. I should say something over half of those who went 
down there, probably, were Mexicans. 

Senator Smrru. Were there any other nationalities represented be- 
sides Americans and Mexicans? 

Mr. Rosixsox. There was every nationality. We had a Russian 
who was a star witness for the Government and a very intelligent 
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man, but he had evidently had nihilistic or’ anarchistic principles 
instilled into him. He went down there and they found him very 
useful in the hospital on account of his intelligence, and he was made 
a sort of superior nurse. There were Germans. One of their gen- 
erals was Gen. Pryce, formerly of the South African mounted police. 
I believe they called it, who served in the Boer War. 

Senator SairH. On the British side or on the Boer side? 

Mr. Roptnson. On the British side. He became a general there: 
but according to his story, and I believe he told the truth, he went of 
his own accord and was not sent there by the Magons. 

Senator SMITH. A soldier of fortune? 

Mr. Roprnson. He was purely a soldier of fortune. 

Mr. McCormick. There was an attempt made to extradite him by 
the Mexican Government for alleged crimes of arson, robbery, anu 
murder, involving his operations at Tia Juana. He was in command 
of the rebel army which took Tia Juana, in charge of the custom- 
house, and I believe the evidence in the extradition case showed that 
he took charge of the various stores and attempted to sell off the 
goods and everything else. They charged him also with killing a 
number of people. They charged him with the murder of those 
individual people who were killed in the fight, and also charged that 
his actions in taking the goods from those stures was robbery or 
larceny or whatever it may be under the treaty. 

But the point I desire to bring out is that he being a British sub- 
ject. the British Government took an active interest in this case. The 
Secretary of State wrote me a personal letter about it, informing me 
or instructing me, through the Attorney General, to keep them ad- 
vised right along, and not to let him be finally extradited until I 
told them of it. 

Senator Smirs. Was this an expedition which started from the 
United States? 

Mr. McCormick. It started from the United States. They denied 
the extradition on the ground that the evidence showed that every- 
thing was political in character, and that is not extraditable. 

Senator FALL. The British Government interfered in his behalf? 

Senator Smrru. Was he ever extradited? 

Mr. McCormick. He was not. 

Senator Farı. Our State Department did not interfere with ref- 
erence to the extradition of the American citizens, did it? 

Mr. McCormick. No. 

Senator Smrru. Go ahead. 

Mr. Rosrnson. The main part of their promise to these enlisted 
men was that on the successful termination of the war each man 
would receive 160 acres of land in Mexico and probably in Lower 
California, but at any rate in whatever part of Mexico the army of 
the Mexican Liberal Party could succeed in acquiring. 

Some of the volunteers of other nationalities were promised more 
than that. One colored man who was a valiant fighter said he was 
promised two horses and a couple of guns and some revolvers, and he 
was given the privilege of always carrying two revolvers. He was 
formerly a soldier in the American Army. 

Senator Smıru. He was not very high priced at that, was he? 
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Mr. Roprnson. That was a part of their arrangement with the 
volunteers. 

Now, I will try to get back to the question of how they got the 
money to send them down there, and where the money came from, 
as far as I can state it, and connect that with the use of the money 
by the junta—by the Magons. 

In their manifesto, as well as in articles in their newspaper, and 
in the teaching of their Baits who went about and addressed the 
people here and in San Diego and along the Mexican border, in fact 
all over this part of the country, they sent out the same message that 


is found in the manifesto to the Workers of the World, in this lan- 
guage: 

Agitation— That is the supreme recourse of the present time. Individual agi- 
tation of the class-conscious workers; collective agitation of labor organizations 
and of groups organized for liberal propaganda ; systematic agitation of the labor 
press and of free thought; agitation in the street, in the theater, in the street 
cars, in meetings, in the bosom of the home, in every place where you can find 
ears disposed to listen, consciences capable of indignation, hearts which are not 
calloused by the injustice and brutality of their environment; agitation by means 
of letters, manifestos, leaflets, of conferences, of meetings, by whatever means 
it may be possible, making clear the necessity of working at once and with 
vigor in favor of the redical revolutionists of Mexico, who need three important 
things: A world-wide protest against the interference of the powers in Mexican 
affairs, class-conscious workers determined to propagate the doctrines of social 
emancipation among those not class conscious, and money, money, and more 
money for the support of the social revolution in Mexico. 


Then it goes on to say: 


Comrades, reprint this manifesto, translate it into every language, and circu- 
late it in every corner of the world. Ask the labor press to insert it in its 
columns. Read Regeneracion, and send your piece of money to the organizing 
junta of the Mexican Liberal Party, 5193 East Fourth Street, Los Angeles, 
Cal., United States of America. 


So that their story came down to a question of money—contribu- 
tions, small or large, any kind that they could get—but they spent 
very little of that money in the fight, in supplying anything to the 
army in Mexico or in Lower California. They spent almost nothing 
for ammunition. They were niggardly when they were asked to 
send hospital supplies. Here is a letter which illustrates that: 


CALEXICO, CALIF., May 12, 1911. 
Sr. FLORES MAGON, 
Pres. Junta Liberal, Los Angeles, Calif. 


Sir: Some time ago I wrote to you on the subject of payment for medical 
services to wounded insurrectos at Mexicali, but as yet I have received no reply. 
Allow me to repeat that each and every leader of the troops there, Berthold. 
Leyna, and Salinas, and also Capt. McDonald, whose leg I was able to save, 
gave me their personal guarantee that I would be paid. You know the value of 
these guaranttes as well as I do. My attendance included several night calls 
and much time, and in addition there was a sum of several dollars for surgical 
dressings and medicines which I paid out. At that time there was absolutely 
nothing in the way of supplies for wounded. It seems to me grossly unjust to 
expect such service from a stranger and not pay him, and I therefore request 
to be informed {if there is any responsible authority to whom I can apply for 
settlement of a just claim, The amount of my bill is $31.50. 

Yours, respectfully, 


Wm. Fawcetr Smita, M. D. 
Senator Smrru. Proceed. 
Mr. Rosrnson. Money was collected from the spoils taken by va- 
rious of the men down there. The foreign legion, as you might call 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 2511 


them, were sent up here for the purpose of buying a machine gun, and 
there was quite a dispute between the generals in Lower California 
and the Magons up here as to what became of the money for the 
machine gun, because the machine gun never materialized, and yet 
the money went into the treasury. So they spent practically nothing 
down there. On the other hand, as soon as the town of Mexicali was 
taken by their forces, and as soon as Tia Juana was taken by their 
forces, and two or three other small places were taken, the Junta 
immediately sent one of its representatives down to become solton 
of customs, and he prompt y sent the money that he collected, and 
whatever he could get out of it, up here to the junta. 

Senator Smrru. Have you any idea how much that aggregated? 

Mr. Rostnson. No; it would be hard to say exactly, but we did 
have a figure given on the trial of from $300 to $500 or more a month 
being taken at Tia Juana. Of course there is not very much traffic 
across there. ` 

* * $ * * * * 


Mr. Rosıxsox. On that same point, in the supplying of arms and 
ammunition, there was a very illuminating incident. It was brought 
out during the testimony of a man named A. G. Rogers, a printer, 
who printed socialistic papers at that time in Los Angeles and who 
is now engaged in printing Socialist papers in San Diego and who 
was there during the I. W. W. free-speech Sas ago He told how 
John Kenneth Turner, the author of Barbarous Mexico, gave him 
some money to go and buy a lot of old guns. I think they were con- 
demned United States Army Springfield rifles. The big dryegoods 
store of Hamburger had them and was evidently selling them as cozy- 
corner ornaments, and Turner had the idea that he wanted to get 
them, and he sent Rogers down there and Rogers bought them, some- 
thing like 50 of them, for $1.98 apiece. Those were sent down to 
eta California as equipment for the army of the Mexican Liberal 

arty. 

Senator SmitrH. Those were probably the guns that the ammuni- 
tion would not fit. 

Mr. Rosrnson. That seems to me to show that they did not have 
any great source of supply, and it also shows the lavishness of their 
own contributions to the cause in Mexico. | 
Senator Faux. I do not think these people over here had any par- 
ticular backing, but they were picking up subscriptions and calling 
on the Industrial Workers of the World and the radical, militant 
Socialists for help to establish a purely communistic commonwealth, 
and they declare in their manifesto against Madero and against 
anyone else for President of Mexico. a 

r. McCormick. Right after Madero had been victorious they 
came out with a long article in El Regeneracion to the effect that they 
did not recognize Madero at all. 

Senator Sarrs. Did they select that territory as the base of their 
propaganda because of its general chaotic condition ? 

se McCormick. I think that undoubtedly had something to do 
with it. 

Senator FALL. And, further, its aay Le wip position. 

Mr. McCormicx. And the further fact that there was no Mexican 
army or navy to interfere with them. The Government once in a 
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While ran a gunboat up and down the coast to protect the former 
fishing concessions, but there was practically nobody on the penin- 
sula of Lower California to protect the Mexican interests, and never 
has been. 

Senator Farr. This literature which they were using in this par- 
ticular revolution is the same as that which Ricardo Flores Magon 
and his associates have heen disseminating industriously in Mexico 
for a great many vears. I think they had a paper in San Antonio 
at one time, but their headquarters were here and have been in St. 
Louis, Mo., where they published this paper. We received copies of 
practically the same manifestos at Cananea over four vears ago. We 
found there they were calling for people to join the Socialist Party 
and to unite themselves with it. In fact, the Western Federation 
of Miners sent some men down there; and they asked them to co- 
operate. One of the Western Federation of Miners took part in the 
riots and was finally killed. These people were working all over 
Mexico, and the effect of their work has been very much more far- 
reaching than anyone would ima gine. Then this revolution occurred 
in Mexico, with which they had nothing to do directly. so far as it 
was captained by Madero and Orozco. They took for their part 
Lower California, which they imagined could be more easily over- 
come, and where thev thought they could go in and establish their 
government without any difficulty.’ That is the way I understand tt. 

Senator Smiru. Have vou found any connection between any 
leading revolutionists in Mexico and these people? 

Mr. Ropinson. Not in the main part of Mexico. 

Senator SMITH. Or in any one of these States? 

Mr. Ropryson. None except Bahan, Cal., and I was going to explain 
about what is going on there at the present time. oe 

We were on the question of the extent of their propaganda work 
throughout Mexico as well as throughout the United States. In the 
extradition case we obtained the statement of Ricardo Flores Magon, 
who, under the impression that he was safe in doing it, went upon 
the stand_and explained how they were maintaining this army in 
Mexico. Later on in the trial of the case we made his: statement 
Exhibit 1 and quoted Ricardo against himself, and in that statement 
he tells how the organization began in St. Louis—I think it was in 
about 1903 or 1904. It gives the officers. 

I have a translation of it, as follows (in part) : 

49. To establish bonds of union with the Latin-American countries. 

50. Upon the Liberal Party becoming victorious the properties of the enricb- 
ened functionaries under the dictatorship shall be contiscated and the proceeds 
shall be applied to the compliance of the dispositions pertaining to lands, espe- 
cially to restitute the Yaquis, Mayas, and other tribes, communities, or indi- 


viduals, the lands which were taken away from them, and to the amortizatim 
of the national deht. 

51. The first national congress to function after the fall of the dictatorship 
shall annul all the modifications made to our Constitution by the government of 
Porfirio Diaz; shall reform our “ Carta Magna” as may be necessary to make 
this program effective, creating the necessary laws for this purpose; shall regu- 


shall study all such questions as may be considered of interest for the country, 
whether announced in this program or not, strengthening the points herein set 
forth, especially with regard to labor and lands, 


—— 
————— 
a 
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ESPECIAL CI.AUSE. 


52. It remains, on the part of the organizing committee of the Liberal Party, 
to notify the foreign Geyvernments at the earliest possible moment and in the 
name of the party that the Mexican people do not want any more debts on 
the nation, and therefore they will not recognize any new debt which, under 
any form or pretext, the dictatorship may throw upon the nation, whether by 
contracting any new loans or by recognizing past obligations of no legal value, 

Reform, liberty, and justice. 

St. Louis, Mo., July 1, 1906. 

RICARDO FLORES Macon, President. 
JUAN SARABIA, Vice President. 
ANTONIO 1. VILLARREAL, Secretary. 
ENRIQUE FLORES MAGON, Treasurer. 
Prof. LIBRADO Rivera, First Vocal. 
MANUEL SARABIA, Second Vocal. 


Senator Smrrau. Do you find that there is sufficient strength to this 
movement which you have been describing for it to have been re- 
ponle for that chaotic and revolutionary movement that exists in 

exico? 

Mr. Rosrnson. I think that undoubtedly the propagation of that 
bunch of ideas throughout practically all of Mexico for a number 
of years, most of it coming from the United States, has placed the 

exicans in such a state of mind, considering their mental develop- 
ment and the peculiar appeal of the one note that these propagandists 
constantly strike—of ease and personal profit—that undoubtedly the 
great mass of them will continue to revolt until they get to the point 
where there are a large enough class of intelligent people there to 
support a strong Government, or until some arrangement is made 
by which they divide up the land and go through a period when they 
realize that they can not hold on to it. 

Senator Smıru. Do you share that view, Mr. McCormick? 

Mr. McCormick. I think so. That is my opinion. 

Senator FALL. In connection with the question that Senator Smith 
has asked, I call attention to a translation into English of the mani- 
festo of this junta, a part of which reads as follows: 

The Mexican Liberal Party is not fighting to destroy the dictator, Porfirio 
Diaz, in order to pat in his place a prew tyre The Mexican Liberal Party is 
taking part in the actual insurrection with the deliberate and firm purpose 
of expropriating the land and the means of production and handing them over 
to the people; that is, to each and every one of the inhabitants of Mexico, with- 


out distinction of sex. This act we consider essential to open the gates for the 
effective emancipation of the Mexican people. 


Then it goes on to say: 


There is also another party in arms, the Antireelectionist Party, whose leader, 
Francesco I. Madero, is a millionaire, who has seen his fabulous fortune grow 
With the sweat and the tears of the peons of his haciendas. This party is fight- 
ing to make “effective ” the right to vote and to found, in short, a bourgeois 
republic like that of the United States. This purely political and capitalist 
party is, naturally. an enemy of the Mexican Liberal Party, because it sees in 
the activity of the Liberals a menace to the survival of the bourgeois republic, 
Which guarantees to politicians, to seekers for jobs, to the rich, to all the ambi- 
tious, to those who would like to live at the cost of the suffering and the slavery 
of the proletarian, the continuance of social inequality, the capitalist system, 
the division of the human family into two classes—that of the exploiters and 
that of the exploited. 


l Mr. McCormick. You notice that they do not hold up the Amer- 
ican Government as a model. 


OEE" oo a o 
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Senator Farr. They say that the Madero party is endeavoring to 
establish such a government as that of the United States, which they 
are absolutely against. 

Mr. McCormick. A statement was made in one copy of El Regen- 
eracion to the effect that Roosevelt, who was then President, was 
standing in with Diaz, protecting him, and that they would finish 
Diaz and then take care of Roosevelt afterwards. 

Senator Fart. I have rea my papers a letter from an American 
who was present at one of the Mormon colonies, stating that Salazar, 
who was just leaving Chihuahua, was going through the colonies on 
his wav to Sonora, where he now is, and stating that he and Rojas 
and others were coming west for the reason that they were going 
to receive all the assistance they needed from the Socialists of the 
United States; that they were themselves Socialists, and that they 
would get all the assistance they needed over here; that there was 
going to be a socialistic revolution in the United States itself which 
would be contemporaneous with theirs: 

Mr. Ronixson. It appears by this statement of Ricardo Flores 
Magon that the Mexican Liberal junta was organized in St. Louis 
on the 28th of September, 1905. In answer to the question, “ Who is 
helping you—what other men?” he answered, “ My brother Enrique, 
Juan Serabia, Antonio Villareal. Librado Rivera, Rosalio Busta- 
mente, and Manuel Serabia,” and he says: “ We agreed between our- 
selves, by suggestions received from some of our companions, that I 
should be the president of the junta, Juan Serabia vice president of 
it, Antonia I. Villareal secretary, and Enrique Flores Magon presi- 
dent. and Librado Rivera, Rosalio Bustamente, and Manuel Serabia 
members of the junta.” He was asked in his examination: 

How many divisions of men in the Mexican Army have you issued concessions 


to commanders? 
Answer. In Lower California or in all of the country? 


Question. Al over the country, 
Answer, I don’t remember how many. 

Question, In what States were those divisions? 

Answer, Sonora, Chihuahua, Coahuila, Tamaulipas, Sinaloa, Durango, San 


Luis Potosi, La Honda, Tlazcala, Vera Cruz, Yucatan, Tabasco, and Jalisco. 
Senator Farr. That was his statement in the extradition case of 


Pryce? 
Mr. Ronixsox. Yes. It served as Exhibit 1 in our prosecution of 


Magon and the others. 
Now, there is another matter that I think I ought to tell you abot 


There was a set of people whom their activities touched, whom 

mentioned before. the Industrial Workers of the World. A great 
many of them have contributed to the cause, where they took up col- 
lections among themselves. Apparently they are an irresponsible 
lot of people, but they manage to gather small sums together and find 
money when they need it for their leaders, and a great number 0 
them went to Lower California. A number of them joined indi- 
vidually at Mexicali, and then quite a crowd of them went to Packare 
Station and formed a separate division under a man named Stanley, 


called Gen. Stanley. 
Senator Farr. Did they not go through Arizona? 


Mr. Rorsioxs. Yes: they went through Arizona 
and through to Mexicali, and then deserted or withdrew from the 


from Calexico. 
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main body, which was under Gen. Leyva and Berthold and Salinas 
at Mexicali. These three men and some others alternated in com- 
mand under instructions from the junta which designated who should 
be in command at Mexicali. This body of men, consisting of white 
men and negroes, many of them Industrial Workers of the World, 
went to Packard Station and formed a separate battalion. Later 
on that battalion was under the leadership of Rhys Pryce. He be- 
came known as Gen. Pryce, and he was in command at Tia Juana at 
the time of the first battle of Tia Juana. Later on a greater num- 
ber of the I. W. W. slipped over the line from San Diego. 

Senator SmirH. What was the date of that battle? 

Mr. Rosson. I think about the 8th or 9th of May, 1910, two years 
ago. 
p orator Farr. That was fought in the Madero revolution against 

iaz? 

Mr. Rogsrox. Yes. I think it was along about the Sth or 9th of 


ay. | 

Along toward the early or middle part of July of that same year 
there was another battle at Tia Juana, and in the meantime the 
I. W. W. had gathered a great force there and joined the army, and 
they chose a commander by ballot. The I. W. W. outvoted the fight- 
ing men, and put the so-called Gen. Jack Mosby, who was an I. W. W. 
and a ne’er-do-well, in command. He was a deserter from the United 
States Navy, and he told me he was a soldier of fortune by profes- 
os I think he learned his soldiering out of yellow-backed dime 
novels. 

Senator Farr. They deposed Pryce in favor of Mosby? 

Mr. Rostnson. Yes; and Pryce and several of the real fighting 
men ‘withdrew and came over to the United States. | 

Senator Suiru. Did they ally themselves with either Diaz or 
Madero? 

Mr. Rozstnson. No; they were distinctly under Magon. 

Senator Smrru. And they have no connection at all with either of 
the others? 

Mr. Rontnson. No; because by the time the second battle of Tia 
Juana took place Madero was in control, and his forces came up 
and fought these men and whipped them, and drove them out of 
Lower California. 

Mr. McCormick. In fact, it is the Madero government that has 
insisted on this vigorous prosecution that we have had here. 

Senator FALL. They were against Diaz, but they refused to affiliate 
with Madero? 

Mr. Rontnson. They were against the Government. 

Senator Smirn. They had a propaganda of ideas of their own? 

Mr. Ronrnson. Yes. Then there was a great deal of activity of 
the I. W. W. back of them there, and that has continued since the 
cessation of actual fighting around San Diego right up to the present 
time, and the I. W. W. have cast languishing glances at Lower 
California, and in their ostensible fight for free speech, which the 
private communications of their own leaders have indicated to us 
was not a real free-speech fight at all, they have really been fighting 
to establish a center for some sort of a revolution—either to take 
place in this country, if an outbreak could be brought about through 
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the outcome of the Lawrence strike, and the troubles north in the 
lumber regions. and the troubles in San Diego—to break out in 4 
general uprising of the unemployed and the laboring classes of the 
United States, or else they would make their own sally into Lover 


California and there establish a separate government of their own. 
With the defeat of this army at Tia Juana, the Mexican junta here 


had practically nothing left to fight with, and they were almost im 
mediately arrested on this charge, on which we have recently con- 


victed them. 
Senator Fart. Magon and how many others were convicted of a 


violation of the neutrality laws? 
Mr. Rorrnson. Four altogether—the two Magons, Librado Rivera 


and Anselmo L. Figueroa. They were convicted in June, 1912, in 
the United States district court, on the charge of conspiracy to 
violate the neutrality law and were sentenced to 23 months each at 


McNeils Island. 
Mr. McCormick. There was another man indicted, but we were 


unable to apprehend him. He was Antonio de P. Araujo. He had 
served a term at Leavenworth Penitentiary upon a similar charge, 
and he was the secretary of the junta. He acted as collector of cus- 
toms at Tia Juana and other places wherever the opportunity of- 
fered, and he disappeared. He has lately been reported in Canada, 
and sometimes reported in various other parts of the continent; 
sometimes in this country; but we have not been able to get him. 
Mr. Rosrnson. We have now got down to the point where the 
army of the Magons was defeated, and shortly before the date of 
their arrest, when there was a new general came into the field. His 
name ig Tirzo or Tirza de la Toba. Tirza de la Toba received a 
commission as general from the Magons, and a letter was written to 
him, which we obtained, signed by R. Flores Magon, and I think 
it would be very valuable for your records. I have obtained the 
letter from our court files and will have to return it, but I can read 


it. This is the letter: 
Los ANGELES, CALIF., June 26, 1911. 


csteemed companion Toba: Greetings. 

I received your esteemed letter of the 283d instant. The companion who 
brought it informed me of the situation in which you are in. We helieve 
that the best thing you can do at this time is not to think of recovering Tia 
Juana, but te march toward the southern peninsula, where there are rich 


towns which can give us good food and in quantity. 

Your number is very small but you can raise people in your march toward 
the south, and when you arrive at Santa Rosalia you will have a large num- 
ber. Everything rests on the fact that you do not make an attack before yeu 
ure of sufficient force, Keep yourselves out of sight as much as possible and 
only attack small forts. 

In your march to the south, fell the brother Indians that if they unite with 
us they will be given lands. Take everything necessary and invite the poor 
to supply themselves from the granaries and warehouses of the rich, Do not 
molest the poor; tell them that you are fighting for the benefit of the poor 
class. Invite the populace to take all they necd from the stores and ware 
houses: in this manner you will have all the poor people in your favor, who 
will see clearly that this fight is in their favor and against the Jandowners. 

Invite the laborers to possess themselves of the lands and work them oh 
their own account without recognizing the right of the rich. If the owners 
of the land wish te ent, let them work as the poor do. The movement con- 
tinues all over the country. The press of the United States is silent on all 
nd in the south of Mexico and tries to cause the 
But the 


that ocenrs in the interior a 
belief that there is only revolutionary activity in Lower California. 
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press in the City of Mexico speaks very clearly of the actual situation of the 
country. Everywhere there are mutinies; everywhere the Madero forces are 
disgusted, because Madero does not wish to give land. They are separating 
in small groups and making companies of skirmishers which very soon will 
be quite strong. 

The important thing is not to fight superior forces for the present; and if 
you undertake the march by the south, we will hope that you will make a good 
war. 

The assembly is in a desperate condition financially at this time. Un- 
fortunately, Pryce has not sent money to this city for the support of the 
revolution, and, as you know, he went with the funds. If it were not for 
this, we would aid the assembly. However, you can secure protection so 
that you will lack nothing. 

Do not be discouraged. We hope that soon we will have the news that 
you have captured a place of importance. You are a very small number, but 
on your road you can go raising fights until you reach Santa Rosalia, which 
is the must important place. 

I am your esteemed companion in social revolution, 

R. FLORES MAGON. 

I neglected to say that the members of the Junta were arrested. 
l went in liberty under caution, however. They want to take the 
rest of the companies, but the persecutions are of no importance 
to us as long as there are always brave companions who are ready 
to continue the fight. 

That is the translation of his letter to de la Toba. 

De la Toba went into the mountains along the border of the neigh- 
borhood of El Campo, and has been dodging back and forth across 
the line. Sometimes he has been reported in the neighborhood of El 
Cajon, San Diego County, Calif., and at other times has been reported 
as having gone back across the Mexican line. Recently we have been 
informed that the forces of de la Toba, which were originally only 
about a dozen or so more men. have increased to somewhere between 
100 and 200 men. Within a month an arrest was made and a prose- 
cution started in our office on a charge against seven men of con- 
piracy to violate the joint resolution of Congress passed on March 
14, 1912, and the President’s proclamation following that joint reso- 
lution, forbidding the exportation of arms and ammunition to 
Mexico. 

These seven men were apprehended in the neighborhood of El 
Cajon, near the city of San Diego, with rifles and ammunition and 
several empty dynamite-bomb cases in their possession. The bomb 
cases were pipes fixed and formed for use as dynamite bombs, with a 
place for a fuse, but not loaded with dynamite. These men were 
traveling toward the Mexican line under pretense of being engineers 
and surveyors. But on their way they stopped and saw a Mexican 
who has always been known to us to be pretty closely associated with 
these revolutionary movements and who lives at El Cajon. and he 
furnished them with a map of the water holes in that vicinity, and 
one of their number has confessed that they were on their way to meet 
de la Toba, and that this map was given to them so that they could 
subsist while they were hunting for de la Toba. 

Senator Farr. Did that map show the water holes in Mexico? 

Mr. Ropinson. Yes: along the border and in Mexico. Also it 
showed the small towns along there, and the settlements. houses, and 
SO on. 

I have stated about the situation that we have here. I think that 
covers pretty nearly all of it. The paper El Regeneracion still lives 
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and is being published. We still have the propagandist who stani 
in the plaza or in the street and preach on antipatriotism and th 


folly of obeying law. 
r. McCormick. Did you tell the committee about the demonstr- 


tion that took place the other day? 

Mr. Rosrnson. No; I did not tell them that. 

Mr. McCormick. I think you ought to tell them that, because ther 
want to know about the action of any corporation or association in 
America in connection with the revolution. The I. W. Ws wer 
responsible for that demonstration which occurred at the time of the 
sentence. In view of the sentence, and what occurred during the 
trial, connecting the two propositions together; I wish you would 
tell them about ıt. 

Mr. Rostnson. During the trial of the Magon case, which lasted 
about three weeks, the court room, or that part of it set aside for 
spectators, was constantly filled at first by followers of the Mexican 
Liberal Party. 

Senator Farr. Principally Mexicans? 

Mr. Ronrnson. Mostly Mexicans. In fact, at first they apparently 
were all Mexicans, the men and women alike wearing the red badge 
of the Mexican Liberal Party in the court room. Every morning as 
we began the trial we would turn around toward the back of the 
room and face a solid phalanx of the wearers of the red. 

As the trial progressed, the corridors in the morning and at the 
noon intermission, and as we came out in the afternoon, became more 
and more crowded, and known members of the I. W. W. were seen 
mingling with the crowd—numerous men who were identified by our 
officers and investigators as having participated in the rioting at San 
Diego. Some of them were men who had been in Lower Californis 
in the revolution, and one whom I personally recognized was a mem- 
ber of the gang that was prosecuted here for an attempt to dynamite 
the Hall of Records, and among them were more dangerous labor 
union agitators, the “ wrecking crew ” of the labor union gang here 
in Los Angeles. The I. W. W.’s and the labor union men became 
more and more numerous, and toward the end of the trial they Just 
about equally balanced the Mexicans who were in the court room and 


in the corridors. | 
Ex Paso, Tex., Tuesday, October 8, 1912. 


The committee met at 11 o’clock a. m. 
Present: Senator Fall. 


STATEMENT OF BRAULIO HERNANDEZ. 


Authoritatively and in unmistakable terms I state the following: 

The political campaign against Gen. Diaz was expensed by the 
leader and the Vazquez Gomez brothers, but in Chihuahua we did the 
campaigning without their aid. 

From Mr. Madero we got only $100 for stock sold to him by the 
printing company, publisher of The Cry of the People, official organ 
of the party in the State of Chihuahua. . 

In October, 1910, I went to San Antonio to tell the leader that if 
he was not going to proclaim the war that we would. He gave me 


£100 to start the revolution. 
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The money that I left to my family when we went to the front 
($100) was fom a collection that Mr. Abraham Gonzalez had raised 
in Chihuahua from among some wealthy men. Said collection 
amounted to not over $400, $200 being from Don Alberto Madero, 
who, after having promised that hel] , had to be hunted up all 
around for four days to collect the money. 

In November, the 14th, Alfonso Madero sent to Mr. Perfecto Lome- 
lin the amount of $2,500, plus $1,600 two days afterwards. 

The 20th of the last-named month I received from Mr. Alfonso 
Madero’s hands $1,800. I had to wait four days for the money, 
which was sent from New York. I knew, for about that time that 
Alfonso had to pawn his ring to send a party away with a message. 

In January, the first week, Mr. Gonzalez obtained a few hundred 
dollars from the Maderos, but very soon we were again in dire need, 
and Jose de la Luz Sota went to see Madero, sr., to plead for some 
money ; succeeding in moving his heart; he gave $2,000. 

Mr. Gonzalez again wrote to the leader, and he sent us $200. That 
we did not dare to use, because he said that they were of his particular 
and private expenses. 

When the leader came to El Paso from Dallas he had to exchange 
one of two golden pieces that his mother had presented him as a 
memento when he undertook to enter into Mexico at the beginning 
of the revolution. 

The provisional President and his brother were hidden in my 
home here in El Paso during 22 days. The treasurer of the junta 
gave me only $10 for the maintenance of my illustrious guests. When 
they left, Raul promised my wife to send her, “ when their fortune 
would turn,” the money to pay their wash bill. Undoubtedly their 
fortune has not changed yet, neither mine, as Gustavo Madero has 
refused to pay me a bill owed ever since November 4, 1910. 

The provisional governor of Chihuahua, to cross the line into 
Mexico (with Mr. Madero), borrowed from a friend $30; of them, 
$5 were for me. : 

When Lic. Gonzalez Garza, at present. governor of the federal dis- 
trict, came to take my place as chief of the junta, as the Maderos saw 
the possibilities of a near triumph, Gustavo opened a little more the 
‘purse, but I am sure that he never sent him, altogether, $10,000. The 
salary of $60 was assigned tome. From it once I used $35 to pay for 
some balls I ordered to have made for the “ blue whistler.” For three 
or four days I refused to attend to the junta in order to compel 
Garza to pay me back the money employed in the balls. 

I believe that the 20th of January the insurrectos under Orozco 
received the first remittance of cartridges from the junta, and he 
could not get any more for quite a period of time. 

The Maderos had brought to Barnes from New York $50,000 worth 
of ammunition, and very often Gustavo was unable to send some 
because he lacked the money to pay the express or freight of the 
cargo. 

The firm “ Shelton & Payne Arms Co..” of this city, were handling 
for us the arms and ammunition sent by Gustavo; they did not charge 
any commission, and even several times lent us the money to pay 
the express or the freight bills. I wish to add herewith that Mr. 
Payne could not, long after the triumph of the Madero family, obtain 
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permission to cross the border line with his shotgun in a huntig 
expedition. That may be strange, but not so much as this: Th 
Madero government has not yet paid the rent of the rooms that the 
“ Confidential agency of the national revolutionary government’ 
had in the Caples Building of El Paso. 

During the armistices in Juarez the insurrectos under Maden 
were fed with voluntary contributions afforded by Messrs. Fran- 
cesco Madero, sr., Thomas Braniff, and Ernesto Madero, the uncle 
of the leader, and who, as minister of finances under de la Barm, 
paid Gustavo over $300,000 for the expenses of the revolution. 

The only foreign help—material assistance to the revolution- 
recelved arms and cartridges worth $480. 

The truth of God is that the revolution was fought with the ab 
negation and hunger of the Mexicans, with no more. 

nited States Senators: The error which has its gala day before 
it is ripe for destruction, is now tottering to fall headlong to its 
doom. Orozco is now either hidden in American territory or seek- 
ing, with a handful of insurrectos, refuge in the mountains; bis 
fiilofobia scared away his followers. Darkness represents evil, and 
Lic. Robelo is the worthy representative of the multitraitor Oroz, 
but not of the revolution. 

Señor Didapp, who has been pretending to represent in Washing- 
ton and Vasquistas, must necessarily be known already in that city 
as an impure liar, an insane sower of darnel. 

Peace, peace! The first step to have it is the recognition of bel- 


ligerent rights to the revolution. 
Bravtiro HERNÁNDEZ. 


Er Paso, Tex., September 22, 1912. 
TESTIMONY OF SHERBURNE G. HOPKINS. 


Sherburne G. Hopkins, being first duly sworn by the chairman, 
testified as follows: 

Senator Sairu. Mr. Hopkins. the resolution under which this 
inquiry is being conducted provides that we are authorized an 
directed to inquire, investigate, ascertain, and report whether any 
persons, associations, or corporations, domiciled in or owing alle- 
giance to the United States. have heretofore been or are now engage 
in fomenting. inciting, encouraging. or financing rebellion. insur- 
rection, or other flagrant disorder in Mexico against the lawful, 
organized Government of that country. | 

Mr. Workins. I am familiar with the resolution. 

Senator Sarin You reside in Washington ? 

Mr. Horxins. Washington. D. C. 

Senator Smiri. And have an office in the Hibbs Building? 

Mr. Hornins.” Yes. 

Senator Surry. What is your business? 

Mr. Horxins. Lawver. 

Senator Smiru. How old are you? 


Mr. Horkrns. Forty-five. 
Senator Smita. How long have you been engaged in the practice 


of Jaw? 


Mr. Horxrins. Since I was 21 years of age. 


i. 
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Senator SmirH. In your capacity as a lawyer have you found it 
necessary or convenient to become familiar with the affairs of the 
Mexican Republic? 

Mr. Hopxrns. Yes, sir: I have. 

Senator SMITH. For how long a time have you been familair with 
Mexican affairs? 

Mr. Hopkins. About 15 vears. 

Senator SmirH. In what manner were you brought in contact 
with Mexican affairs, especially ? 

Mr. Hopkins. I have been concerned since my boyhood with affairs 
in Latin America, and in this connection became familiar with the 
affairs of Mexico. 

Senator Sairn. Did vou have oceasion to visit Mexico during the 
so-called Madero revolution against Diaz? 

Mr. Hopkins. No, sir. 

Senator Smitu. Or after? 

Mr. Horxrns. Yes. 

Senator SMITH. How soon after? 

Mr. Horxtns. The 1st of June, 1911. after the fall of Juarez. 

Senator SmitH. Immediately after the fall of Juarez? 

Mr. Horxrns. Yes. 

Senator SmirH. What was the occasion of your going there? 

Mr. Hornins. I was called there. 

Senator SmrrH. By whom? 

Mr. Hopkins. By representatives of Mr. Francisco I. Madero. 

Senator Smirnu. The revolutionary leader who afterwards became 
President of Mexico?! 

Mr. Hopxtns. Yes. 

Senator Smitu. By wham were you summoned ? 

Mr. Hopkins. My recollection is that I was summoned by Gus- 
tavo Madero, the brother of the President, or by Juan Sanchez 
Azcona. his secretary. 

Senator Smirnu. Did Gustavo Madero afterwards become secretary 
of the treasurv ? 

Mr. Hopkins. No, sir; Gustavo Madero has never held public 
office. Ernesto Madero is minister of finance. He is an uncle of the 
President. | 

Senator Smiru. Do you know him? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes: I know him very well. 

Senator SmirH. What was their purpose in summoning you 
there ? 

Mr. Hopkins. To confer with me relative I should say to the set- 
tlement of certain affairs. 

Senator Smirn. Pecuniary affairs? 

Mr. Hopxins. There were a great many claims outstanding and 
a great many obligations which had been incurred, some of which I 
was familiar with, and I presume they desired to consult with me 
for that reason. 

Senator SmirH. What part of the financial affairs of Mexico were 
you familiar with? 

r. Horxins. I was familiar with railroad affairs. 

Senator Smrru. What railroad? 

Mr. Hopxrins. The Nacional Railways of Mexico. 

Senator Surry. By whom were the national railways owned? 


ae em 


2522 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


Mr. Horxrns. By the Mexican Government. 
Senator Smiru. Did they call you there for that purpose! 
Mr. Hopkins. That was possibly one of the purposes. 


Senator Smrru. What else? . 
Mr. Horxins. They desired to consult me, as I recall, relative: 


certain claims. . 
Senator SmirH. Did they consult you regarding any loans! 


Mr. Horxrns. No, sir; not at that time. 
Senator Smiru. Did they afterwards? 
Mr. Horkins. I was interrogated on the subject. 


Senator SmırHu. By whom? 
Mr. Horxıns. By Mr. Francisco I. Madero and Gustavo Mader 


Senator Smiru. To what effect? 

Mr. Horxrns. Relative to the best manner of placing loans 

Senator McCumber. That was after he became President! 

Mr. Horxrns. No, sir. 

Senator Smiru. A few months intervened between the fall o 
Juarez and his assumption of the Presidency. In fact, he had ind: 
cated a disposition to permit Diaz to remain, even after his electiot. 
had he not, some weeks? — 

Mr. Horxrns. No, sir; but I can explain if you desire. 

Senator SmirH. Go right along and explain it in your own ws. 

Mr. Horxins. Do vou wish me to explain it under oath! 

Senator SMITH. Yes. I want to make this record complete. 

Mr. Horxins. When President Diaz manifested his purposes to 
leave Mexico—— 

Senator SmirH. Give that time, if you can. 

Mr. Hopxrns. That was in May, 1911; he thereupon summoned 
Francisco de la Barra, then ambassador of Mexico at this Capital— 


Senator Smiry. Washington ? | 
Mr. Horxins. Washington; and appointed him minister of foreign 


relations. ; | 
Senator McCumber. Who did that? 
Mr. Horxtins. President Diaz, in order that upon his retirement of 


resignation from the presidency de la Barra might succeed him, ap- 
pointed him minister of foreign relations, and, as provided by the 
constitution, the latter succeeded him in the executive chair. 

Senator SmirH. Pending the election ? 

Mr. Horxins. As President ad interim. That was agreed to by 
Mr. Madero. De la Barra succeeded President Diaz and was pro 
yisional President on the arrival of Mr. Madero at the capital. 
Meantime, Mr. de la Barra, recognizing the new order of things and 
the demands of the public, appointed a cabinet, a majority of whom 
were Maderistas, or in favor of the principles advocated by Mr. 
Madero. Among those was Mr. Ernesto Madero, a graduate of an 
American college, a banker of Monterey, and a large property owner, 
who was, as I have said, an uncle of the President, | who was made 
minister of finance. I should describe him as the strong man of t 


cabinet. . 
Senator SmirH. When you speak of him as uncle of the President, 


you_ mean an uncle of Madero? 
Mr. Horxrns. An uncle of Madero. That was the situation pal 
ted r 


to the time when Mr. Madero was elected and inaugurated. 
was the form of government at the time. 


Prt oe, 
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Senator Smirn. You have spoken of Gustavo Madero. 

Mr. Horxins. Yes. 

Senator Smita. Where did you first know him? 

Mr. Hopkins. In Washington, D. C. 

Senator SmirH. Had he been living in this country? 

Mr. Hopkins, No, sir. 

Senator SMITH. Temporarily ? 

Mr. Horxrns. He had lived in this country; yes. He had been 


partly educated here, and had been living in exile in San Antonio, 
i 


(ey 
a 


ex., with his father, Francisco Madero. 

Senator Suirx. Did you have frequent occasion to meet him here? 

Mr. Horxins. He came here to consult with me, I believe, the 
latter part of October, 1910. 

‘Senator SmitH. Do you know at whose instance? 

Mr. Hopkins, I can not say. 

Senator SmitH. Do you mean you do not remember? 

Mr. Horxins. I do not know. I do not recall, but I presume it 
was at the instance of some of the leading members of the revolu- 


. tionary party. 


Senator SMITH. Did you have anything to do with him prior to 
the fall of Juarez? 

Mr. Horxins. Yes. 

Senator Smirnu. How long prior? 

Mr. Hopkins. Comtindondly. 

Senator SmirH. During the revolution? 

Mr. Horxins. Almost daily. 

wenator SmirH. And did he make his headquarters here at that 
time? 

Mr. Horgıns. Yes; here and in San Antonio. 

Senator SmirH. When did vou visit Mexico City after the fall of 

uarez? 

Mr. Horxtns. The first part of June. 

Senator SmrrH. You went for the purpose of conferring with 
those people? 

Mr. Horxrns. Yes. 
oer Smrrn. Did you go at the instance of any American 
client ? 

Mr. Horxrns. No, sir. 

Senator Hrrcucocx. You spoke of being consulted about claims, 
re you did not state against whom the claims were or in whose 
avor. 

_Mr. Hopxrns. As I understand it, those claims related to obliga- 
tions incurred by the revolutionary group—not claims against the 
Mexican Government 

Senator Smiru. Just tell the committee what those claims were, 
and who held them, as far as you are able to do so. 
r. Hopkins. They were pecuniary claims arising out of services 
rendered and matters of that sort. 
Senator Smrru. Money loaned? 
Mr. Horxrns. No; there was no money loaned. 
nator McCumser. Materials furnished ? 
Mr. Horxrns. No, sir; there were no materials furnished. 
Senator Smrru. What kind of services? 


h py 
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Mr. Horxrs. Secret services, for instance. There was 


ret service. 
h Madero and his associates 


a very 


large item outstanding for sec 
Senator SairH. Did you advise wit 
there regarding those matters? 
Mr. Horxixs. I advised with Gustavo Madero and others; yes, sir. 
Senator Smitn. With the present President? l 
Mr. Horxins. No, sir; I did not advise with him in regard to thos 
matters. i 
Senator Smitu. With his private secretary ? 
Mr. Horxixs. Not with regard to those matters. 


Senator Smitu. With regard to any matters? 


Mr. Hopkins. Yes. 
Senator SMITH. What? 


Mr. HOPKINS. Railroad matters. 
Senator Smirm. Concerning any other than the Nacional Rail- 


wavs? 
Mr. Horxixs. No, sir. 
Senator Drrencock. I should like to have the nature of those 


claims made a little clearer. Were you retained on behalf of the 


claimants? l 
Mr. HorKixs. No, SIr. 
Senator Surra. You were consulted on behalf of the Madero fac- 


tion? 
Horxtys. To be frank, I was the legal adviser of the revolu- 


Mr. 
tionary party in Washington. 
Senator SmitH. For how long a period? 
Mr. ITorkrss. From the beginning until the end. 
Senator SmiTH. Can you explain why they desired to consult you 
concerning claims for service ? ` | i 
Mr., Horxins. Yes. sir: because I had charge of their secret service. 
Senator Smiri, Did you employ the men? 
Mr. Horktys. Yes, sir. 
Senator SMITH. In that capacity were vou thrown in contact with 


Mr. Sommerfeld at all? 
Horxiys. I know Mr. Sommerfeld, but I never saw him until 


Mr. 
after the revolution. a 
Senator VicCumper. Who 1s he? 
ersonal representative of President 


satu. He is the p 
his headquarters at El Paso, Tex. Mr. Hopkins, you 


Madero, with his 
say you were the! r principal counsel here ? 

Mr. Horxrns. Yes. 

Senator SMITH. And they came to you with all matters that con- 
cerned that Republic? l 

Mr. Horxrys. Yes, SIr: all matters that pertained to the revolu- 
n and in connection with which my services were deemed essen- 


Senator 5 


tio 

ad. | 
Senator SuitH. You were also the counsel of the Standard Oil 
Co! s. I never was and am not now, sir. 


Mr. HorKIN 
Senator SmirH. You have been? 


_ Hopkins. No, sir. : ; 
pe ator SMITH. And never have been in their employ? 


Mr. Hopk1ns. Never. 
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Senator Smirn. Or of the Waters-Pierce Co.? 
Mr. Hopxrns. I have had relations with the Waters-Pierce Co.; 
yes, sir. 

Senator SmırH. Are you their counsel now? 

Mr. Hopkins. No, sir. 

Senator Smiro. What relation have you had with them ? 

Mr. Horxins. I was once employed by the Waters-Pierce Co. to 
get evidence against the Standard Oil Co. in Mexico. 

Senator SmirH. At what time? 

Mr. Hopkins. In January, 1912, and thereafter. 

Senator Smiru. At any time prior to that? 

Mr. Horpxins. Do you mean in Mexico or the United States? 

Senator Smita. Either. 

Mr. Hopxrns. Yes. 

Senator Smitu. How long prior? 

Mr. Horxrns. I think about six months on one occasion. 

Senator Smirn. Did you at any time make any attempt to get any 
ee from the Mexican Government for the Waters-Pierce 
people? 

r. Horxrns. Never. 

Senator Smirn. Did you obtain any personal concessions from the 
Mexican Government ? 

Mr. Horxrns. Never. I am not interested in any concession. I 
never applied for a concession, have never owned any, have never 
had the slightest interest in one in my life. 

Senator Smitu. Was there any attempt made to get any oil con- 
cession down there by you? 

Mr. Horxins. Never. 

Senator Hitcucock. Do I understand you to say that the Waters- 
Pierce Oil Co. had not attempted to get any concession 

Mr. Hopkins. Never. The Waters-Pierce Oil Co. has never asked 
for any concession that I am aware of, and I have understood it to be 
a fact that the Waters-Perce Oil Co. has never owned a concession, 
and it is inclined to be proud of that fact. 

Senator Hircucock. Have they any interests in Mexico? 

Mr. Hopkins. Very large interests. 

Senator Hircucock. What is the nature of their interests? 

Mr. Horxrins. Oil interests. 

Senator Hrrcucock. Oil lands? 

Mr. Horxtns. No, sir: refineries only and distributing facilities. 

Senator Hircucock. Could they operate advantageously without 
having any special privileges from the Mexican Government? 

r. Hopxins. Yes: just the same as they could here. 

Senator Hircucock. Had they any interest in the revolution? 

Mr. Horxrns. Absolutely none. 

Senator Hircucock. Had they any interest against it? 

Mr. Hopkins. Absolutely none. They remained absolutely neutral. 
R Senator Hitrcucock. Were their properties affected by the revolu- 

ion ? 

Mr. Horxins. I know that they suffered a great loss in profits by 
the revolution. 

Senator Hrrcucock. From the operations of the revolutionists? 
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Mr. Horxixs. From the general stagnation in business, T presume. 
I never heard that they suffered any loss at the hands of the revolu- 
tionists. To make matters perfectly clear I should state that I had 
no relations with the Waters-Pierce Oil Co. during the revolution. 
knew nobody connected with the company, and I can further asen 
that the Waters-Pierce Oil Co. had no relation whatsoever to the 
events that took place during the years 1910 and 1911. 

Senator Hrrcucock. How can you state that without having ha 
any relations with them at that time? 

Mr. Horvxixs. My relations with the revolutionary party were % 
close that I think I can aflirm that as a fact. 

Senator Sarru. Mr. Hopkins, do you know whether the Offcil 
Diary of Mexico, along in July, 1910, contained an announcement 
that important concessions had been made to Sherburne G. Hopkins 


by the Government of Mexico? 
Mr. Horxrxs. No, sir; I do not. I do not believe it. In fact, | 
an announcement exists. 


know that no such K 
Senator SMITH. lf the Ofticial Diary does show that fact, would it 


be true or untrue? 
Mr. Horxins. Absolutely untrue. It would be a very simple mat- 


ter to verify that. The copies of that publication can be found at the 
oflice of the Pan American Union. 
Senator Smitu. Do you know anything about steps being taken to 
dissolve the company La Aguila Mexicana? . 
Mr. Hopkins. I presume you refer to El Aguila Oil Co, (The 


agle Oil Co.). owned by Lord Cowdray. 


Senator SMITH. les. 
Mr. Horxins. No, sir; I do not. I never heard of any dissolution 


or other proceedings. 
Senator SMITH. Did you have any part in that? 

Mr. Hornins. I tried to make it as hot as I could for Lord Cow- 
drav and the Eagle Oil Co. 

Senator SMITH. Why? 

Mr. Horpriss. Because I thought they were dishonest; that they 
had previously debauched officials of the Mexican Government; an 
Thad proof of tt. 

Senator SMITH. Was that the concern of which Mr. Pearson was 
the head? l 

Mr, Horis. Sir Weetman Pearson, afterwards Lord Cowdray. 
was at the head of it: yes, SIK. 

Senator SMITH. Were you, or was anybody representing you, pi J 
any money by the Mexican Government through either of. the Ma- 
deros for the purpose of discharging the obligations of a loan! 

Mr. Horxrys. No, sir. . 

Senator SMITH. A loan to the revolutionary leaders? 


Mr. Horkins. No, sir. l On 
At the time you were in Mexico did you go there 


Senator SMITH. 
for the purpose of making a settlement of any loan? 
Mr. Hopkins. No, SIT. 
Senator SMITH. Did you at any time represent Speyer & Co., 0 
"ow York?’ 
a No. sir. Speyer & Co. are friends of mine, but I 


Mr. Hopkins. 
never represented them. 


E 
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Senator SMITH. You never were their counsel ? 

Mr. Hopkins. No, sir. Pardon me one moment, Senator. I should 
not say that. In one instance I represented Speyer & Co. indirectly 
in connection with a transaction which had no relation to Mexico 
at all. 

Senator Smiri. To what did that relate? 

Mr. Hopkins. That related to the funding of the debt of Nica- 
ragua. I said “indirectly.” I did not represent them directly, but 
because they were associated with some other bankers for whom my 
firm were counsel. I never represented Speyer & Co., in Mexico 
either directly or indirectly. 

Senator SmirH. Do you know of the repayment by the Mexican 
Government to Mr. Madero of revolutionary expenses aggregating 
upward of $600,000 shortly after the Madero government assumed 
authority in Mexico? 

Mr. Horxins. I understand that the de la Barra government re- 
imbursed Gustavo Madero for advances made by Dim in a sum 
amounting to $600,000, more or less, Mexican currency, which would 
amount to about $300,000 American currency. 

Senator SmiruH. Did you have any part in that transaction ? 

Mr. Hopxrins. No, sir. 

Senator SMITH. And you got none of the money ? : 

Mr. Hopkins. I do not know whether I was compensated out of 
those funds or not. 

Senator SmirH. What is your best impression about it? 

Mr. Horxins. Well, to be frank, I believe that I was. 

Senator SmirH. To what extent? . 

Mr. Hopxins. I was paid a fee of $50,000. 

Senator Smiru. Mexican money or American money ? 

Mr. Hopxins. American money; which covered the expenses I had 
incurred by their authority from November 1, 1910, to June 1, 1911. 

Senator Smirn. About eight months? 

Mr. Hopxins. Yes. 

Senator Smiru. During that time did you assist the Government 
“ag any representative of the Government of Mexico in placing any 
oans 

Mr. Hopxins. I presume you refer to the period following the fall 
of Juarez? 

Senator Smirn. I do. 

Mr. Hopxtrns. I did not. 

Senator Smirn. Did you after that time? 

Mr. Horxrns. No, sir. 

Senator Smrru. Have you at any time? 

Mr. Hopkins. No, sir. 

Senator Smirn. Are you cognizant of any money having been 
loaned by American companies, corporations, or individuals to Mr. 
Madero or either of his brothers, or any of his family, for revolu- 
tionary purposes by Americans, companies or corporations? 

Mr. Horne I know of no such loans. 

Senator Smiriz. Have you heard of any? 

Mr. Horxins. No. I think if such loans had been made I would 
have known of them. 

Senator SmitH. Would they have been apt to have been made by 
you? 
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Mr. Hopxtxs. I would have at least been consulted with regard w 
the matter, I am sure. 

Senator SMITH. You must have done something to have gotten 
this large fee of $50.000 American money for eight months’ service. 
What did you do? — j 

Mr. Hopkins, Ag I said, I was the legal adviser of the revolt: 
tionary party in Washington. I spent the most of my time for eight 
months in giving them the best advice I knew how to give in regard 
to the best manner of deposing the Diaz rovernment. 

Senator SMITH., At whose instance did vou give that advice? 

Mr. Horkixs. At the Instance of Gustavo Madero, who came to 
me first. He was followed by others, 

Senator Smiti. Did you during this employment have anything to 
do with or come in contact with Mr. Limantour? 

Mr. Hopxrys. No, sir, 

Senator SMITH. And you want the committee to understand that 
You were not acting in a dual capacity at that time—I do not want 
fo use this term disrespect fully—as a go-between between certain 
financial Interests in the United States and their people? 

Mr. Hopgiys. Absolutely not. 

Senator Boran. The way that question is asked and the answer 
made you are asked if vou want the committee to understand that 
You were not acting in a dual ca pacity, and you said absolutely m 

r. Horkins, I absolutely did not ‘act in such capacity. I than 
you, Senator. for the suggestion. , 

Senator Hircncock. Can you explain what sort of legal advice § 
revolutionary party needs, when they have a revolution in progress! 
_ Mr. Iorxiys. Yes, They need, first, to keep clear of the neutral- 
ity laws. To give You another idea, as a mere incident among a 
thousand others. In the first part of November Mr. Sanchez Azcona, 
whom I regard as one of the most cultured gentlemen in Mexico, 
who had been with Mr. Madero as a political lieutenant and after- 
wards as his private secretary, and now, by the way, chairman of the 
committee on foreign relations of the Mexican House of a 
tatives, was at a luncheon in this city at a hotel with yusta vo 

Madero and Mr. Ernesto Fernandez, who is now the Mexican minis- 
ter to Honduras. when Mr. Azcona was suddenly arrested by 4 
detective assiened to duty with the United States attorney for this 
district, was taken before the local courts and, at the request of the 
Diaz government, held for extradition. After the lapse of 40 days. 
during which he was held in confinement, because in extradition 
poore mini the courts will not admit to bail. he found out that the 
texican Government charged him with embezzlement of $100, more 
or less, while managing editor of the paper called the Diario, the 
crime being alleged to have taken place six vears before. He was: 
at the request of the Mexcan Government. held 15 days longer, when 
the latter filed the necessary evidence and documents, which were 
rather voluminous and al] in Spanish. It became the duty of my 
firm to get that man out. To make a lone story short, we succeeded. 

e was immediately discharged by Chief Justice Clabau rh upon & 


proper showing. here was a peculiar political significance at- 
tached to this case. 


_ Senator Hiırcucock. What interest had the revolutionary party 
an getting Mr. Azcona out of jail? 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 2529 


Mr. Horxins. Because he was the secretary of the mission to 
Washington and was one of the leaders of the revolutionary party. 

Senator Hircucock. Engaged in assisting the revolutionary party 
in the United States? 

Mr. Horxrns. Yes; he was one of the leaders of the revolutionary 
party, and the Diaz government, to use a common phrase, simply 
framed up these charges against him, and for some reason conceived 
that they had sufficient pull with this Government to obtain custody 
of that man, whom they wanted very badly. 

Senator McCumser. In what way was this man assisting the revo- 
lutionary movement here? 

Mr. Horxins. He was one of the committee. 

Senator McCumper. In what way was he assisting ? 

Mr. Hopkins. He was, I suppose, in correspondence with his 
friends in San Antonio and along the frontier and elsewhere, and 
with his friends in Mexico, endeavoring by this means or by per- 
sonal contact with the people whom he would meet—influential 
people whom he met here and in New York and other places—to 
convince them of the uprightness of the revolutionary cause, and 
so forth. 

Senator McCumper. How would that affect them, just merely con- 
vineing them of the uprightness of the cause? 

Mr. Hopkins. To awaken public sentiment by explaining the 
truth. 

Senator McCumprr. And back of the public sentiment, to get any- 
thing in the shape of assistance, financial or otherwise ? 

Mr. Horxins. No, sir; there was no attempt made to get assistance 
at that time. 

Senator McCumper. He was here simply to create public senti- 
ment ¢ 

Mr. Hopxins. Simply to create public sentiment and to expose 
the shortcomings of the old Government. 

Senator McCumsrer. And that was what you referred to when you 
say that he was here to assist ? 

r. Hopkins. Yes. | , 

Senator Hircucock. And your legal services were employed for 
‘the purpose of protecting those revolutionary agents in this country 
who were engaged in that way. 

Mr. Hoprgıixs. In protecting them. among other things, and guid- 
ing them as far as I could in a modest way. 

Senator SmirH. Where were vou paid this $50,000 ? 

Mr. Horxtys. In Mexico City. 

Senator SmitH. Did vou go there for that purpose ! 

Mr. Horxins. No, sir. 

Senator Smiry. Your visit was coincident with the payment of 
this money, was it not? 

Mr. Horxins. Yes. 

Senator SMITH. And of the $300,000 American money that was 
paid over by the Mexican Government to Gustavo Madero you got 
$50,000 ? 

Mr. Horkrins. Yes. 

Senator Smitt. Do you know what became of the balance of it? 

Mr. Horxins. No, sir. 
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Senator Situ. Have you any idea? 

Mr. Horxins. No, sir. 

Senator Suir. Was any of it turned over to you for delivery to 
certain persons in the United States? 

Mr. Horkins. No, sir. 

Senator SMITH. Companies or corporations? 

Mr. Horxins. No, sir. 

Senator SMITH. And vou did not return with any money, or draft. 
or other evidence of credit, for the purpose of making a delivery of 
that kind? 

Mr. Horkins. No, sir. 

Senator Hrrencock. Have vou any knowledge where Madero and 
his friends and supporters borrowed the necessary money? 

Mr. Hovxins. I do not think they borrowed it. I think they had it. 

Senator Hircncock. They did not have the money to pay you 
until they secured it from the Mexican Government, evidently. 

Mr. Hopkins. They had advanced huge sums out of their own 
pockets, of which I have personal knowledge. I would not have 
thought of even suggesting that they should pay me, or even reim- 
burse for my expenses, until the cause in which they were engaged 
had resulted successfully. 

Senator SMITH. As a matter of fact Mr. Hopkins, suits had been 
begun against the Maderos, and their banking and other interests 
were seriously jeopardized. 

Mr. Horkins. In Mexico? 

Senator SMITH. Yes. 

Mr. Horxrns. I know all about that; yes, sir. 

Senator SMITH. So that they were not in good financial condition! 

Mr. Hopkins. I know what vou mean, but there are other things to 
be taken into consideration in connection with those suits, because 
they simply represented the purpose of the Diaz government, which 
was trying to ruin them and to ruin their credit. 

Senator Smirir. You considered yourself against Mr. Diaz? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes. 

‘Senator Smirnu. You represented the revolutionary party here? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes. l 

Senator Sairy. I want to ask vou again whether anv officer, di- 
rector, stockholder. or other person identified with the Standard Qil 
Co. or any of its constituent companies, or with the Waters-Pierce 
Co. or any of its constituent companies, at any time, through vou or 
to your knowledge, advanced any money to the Madero people, or 
anyone representing them, for revolutionary or other purposes in 
Mexico? 

Mr. Hopkins. Most decidedly. no. 

- Senator Siri. You were frequently in consultation with Mr. 
Madero in New York, were vou not? 

Mr. Horxins. Which one? 

Senator SmitH. Was it Ernesto? 

Mr. Horxtins. No, sir; Ernesto was and is the minister of finance, 
as I have already explained. 

Senator SmITH. Gustavo? 

Mr. Hopkins. Gustavo and his father, Francisco. 

Senator Sstrrs. And where did you make your headquarters over 


there? 
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Mr. Hopkins. At that time I stopped at the Hotel Astor and at 
the St. Regis. 

Senator SmirH. Did he stop with you? 

Mr. Horxrns. He stopped at the Hotel Astor: yes, sir. 

Senator Samirn. The fact that you had been and were at that time 
the legal adviser, or one of the legal advisers, of the Standard Oil 
Co. and of the Waters-Pierce people. had no relation whatever to 
that ? 

Mr. Horxnrns. I had never been in the employ of the Standard Oil 
Co. or of the Waters-Pierce Oil Co. at that time, and I have here- 
tofore so stated in my deposition. 

Senator Smiru. Or anyone connected with those companies? 

Mr. Horkins. No, sir; nor anyone connected with those com- 
panies. To be more specific: I did not know anyone connected with 
the Standard Oil Co. or the Waters-Pierce Oil Co. 

Senator SmirH. Have vou not held yourself out here to others as 
the representative of the Standard Oil people? 

Mr. Horxrns. Most decidedly, no. On the contrary, I have always 
been opposed to them. Everybody knows that in Mexico. 

Senator SmirH. Who emploved vou to represent the Waters- Pierce 


pope 
r. Hopkins. Henry Clay Pierce. 

Senator Smtru. Where did this employment take place? 

Mr. Hopxrys. In Mexico. 

“enator SMITH. At what time? 

Me. Hopkins. It must have been about July, I suppose. 

Senator Smiru. What year? 

Mr. Hopkins. 1911; and subsequently, again in January, 1912. 

Senator SmitH. Were you consulted by Mr. Pierce prior to the 
fall of Juarez? 

Mr. Horkins. No, sir. 

Senator SmirH. Immediately thereafter ? 

Mr. Horxtns. Some time thereafter. 

Senator Smirn. How long? 

Mr. Horxryxs. Oh, I presume I was employed or consulted by him 
one month after. 

Senator SMITH. And that was prior to the provisional Presidency 
of De la Barra? 

Mr. Horxrns. No, sir; during the provisional Presidency of De 
la Barra. 

Senator Smirnu. That was prior to the abdication of Diaz, was it 
not ? 

Puck Horktins. No, sir; subsequent to the abdication of Diaz—long 

after. 

Senator Smitrn. Diaz did not quit the Presidency until after the 
fall of Juarez? 

Mr. Horxıns. Contemporaneously. 

Senator Smitu. It was a number of days after that. 

Mr. Horxtns. Well, more or less, Senator. I am not specifying 
days and dates. I am speaking generally. 

enator SmirH. Within a month? 

Mr. Hopxins. I mean to say this, that it was some time after the 
revolution had been successful and Diaz had gone, the old régime 
had gone out, the cientificos had fled, and the new régime had come in. 
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Senator SmitH. What were the circumstances under which Mr. 
Henry Clay Pierce sgt ote ou? 

Mr. Horxins. Mr. Henry Clay Pierce found out that I was after 
some men who had been engaged in crooked practices there, and he 
conceived that they should be exposed. 

Senator SmirH. What were they? 

Mr. Horxtins. They were the so-called cientificos, who had been 
juggling with the national railways, engaged in getting graft from 
various sources. 

Senator Surrn. Doing what? 

Mr. Horxins. Engaged in getting graft from various sources. 

Senator Smirn. What sources? 

Mr. Horxins. Concessions, and from various sources. 

Senator SmitH. From whom? 

Mr. Horxrins. From the Government. 

Senator Smirn. And running to whom? 

Mr. Horxrys. There were the so-called Pearson oil concessions, for 
instance. 

Senator Hircycocx. Was that the oil concern that was in posses- 
sion of the Waters-Pierce Co. ? 

Mr. Hopkins. No. There are two oil concerns down there. One 
is the Aguila Oil Co., also known as the Eagle Oil Co., which deals 
in the refined products of oil. The other is known as the Pearson 
oil concession, belonging to Lord Cowdray, which produces crude oil 
from the national and other lands. Those are the two interests, both 
dominated by the same man—Lord Cowdray. 

l Senator Hircucock. Were they doing business in competition or 
rivalry with the Waters-Pierce Co.? 

Mr. Horxıx. Yes; one of them is English and the other is 
American. 

Senator Hircucock. They were active competitors? 

Mr. Horxins. Yes. 

Senator McCumper. And the corporation you represented wanted 
to get rid of the concession of the other corporation ? 

Mr. Horxins. The American corporation, the Waters-Pierce Oil 
Co., was operating under a great disadvantage, for the simple reason 
that the Diaz Government had granted these vast oil concessions to 
Lord Cowdray, and Lord Cowdray was taking advantage of it; 
and. of course, having such a great concession was a great disad- 
vantage to the American competitors. 

Senator Hircucock. Had that been going on for some time? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes. | 

Senator McCumber. Lord Cowdray had the concession ? 

Mr. Horxiys. Yes; Lord Cowdray had the concession, and that 
operated against the American competitor, the Waters-Pierce Oil 
Co.. which had no concession and wanted none. 

Senator SMITH. What was the name of that oil company 

Mr. Horxiys. El Aguila. | 

Senator Smirnu. Do you know who are the members of that corpo- 
ration—the Aguila Oil Co. ? 

Mr. Horxtins. Yes; at that time or the present? 

Senator SMITH. At that time, who were they? 
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Mr. Horxrns. Among them there were Mr. Landa y Escandon, 
Mr. Enrique Creel, who has just retired from the office of minister 
of foreign relations—— 

Senator Smrt. Is he the son-in-law of Luis Terrazas? 

Mr. Horxins. Yes; the son-in-law of Luis Terrazas. 

Senator Smrt. Mr. Limantour ? 

Mr. Horpxins. No: Mr. Limantour was not in it. 

Senator Smiru. President Diaz? 

Mr. Horxins. Porfirio Diaz, jr., Luis Riba 

Senator Smiti1. Anyone else you can recall? 

Mr. Hopxins. Yes; Pablo Maceo, Luis Elguera. 

Senator SmirH. Was that regarded as a strong company? 

Mr. Horxins. Yes; with the Diaz Government. 

Senator Smıru. Did they have important concessions? 

Mr. Horxtns. Yes; as I have stated. 

Senator SairH. Concessions which they had been working for 
some years? 

Mr. Horxins. No; only about 2 or 3 years. 

Senator Smirn. Had there been any- negotiations between’ your 
client and this company for this concession $ 

Mr. Hopkins. No, sir. 

Senator Smiru. Was it understood that in the event that Diaz was 
overthrown, these concessions would be recalled ? 

Mr. Hoprxrns. No, sir. 

Senator McCumner. Were they recalled? 

Mr. Hopkins. No, sir. 

Senator McCraner. Or interfered with in any way? 

Mr. Hopxtns. No, sir; unless it should be subsequently shown that 
they were granted in violation of law. 

enator Hircucockx. Did the Waters-Pierce Oil Co. get any con- 
cessions ? 

Mr. Hopxrins. No, sir. 

Senator Hrrcucocx. And it has not been benefited, then, by the 
revolution ? 

Mr. Hopxrins. Absolutely not. 

Senator McCumner. Their status has not been changed? 

Mr. Horxtns. It is absolutely unchanged. 

Senator Hrrcucockx. You say you were employed to bring about 
some restraint against certain of these people who were grafting? 

Mr. Horxtns. I was consulted with a view to exposing the graft 
by means of which Lord Cowdray had attained the degree of influ- 
ence which he wielded with the Diaz administration. 

Senator McCumner. But there was something besides that to be 
obtained; something to follow that, was there not? 

Mr. Hornins. No, sir: never. 

_ Senator McCumner. Why should the company he simply interested 
in exposing the others, if it was not to affect them in any way or 
they did not expect any future benefits to arise from that? 

r. Horxrns. Because, as I understand it. Mr. Pierce conceived 
that it would be eminently proper that the public should understand 
how Lord Cowdray got these concessions and how he had exercised 
the control which he had exercised over the Mexican Government. 


2534 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


Senator McCumrer. How was it to affect his company! 

Mr. Horxtns. Incidentally, I was able to prove the number of 
shares in the Aguila Oil Co. which Lord Conteay had given to the 
persons whose names I have mentioned as well as to others. ` 

Senator Hircucock. What good did that do? 

Mr. Hopkins. Because it exposed them to the people of Mexico. 

Senator McCumner. I know; but did that exposure benefit the 
Waters-Pierce Co. in any way? 

Mr. Horxins. I do not see how it could possibly. 

Senator McCumper. Why should the company itself, then. em- 
ploy an attorney to ferret public offenses—a task which is generally 
left to the Government itself—when no benefit was expected to the 
company therefrom ? 

Mr. Horxins. I do not believe Mr. Pierce conceived that the Gor- 
ernment would do it, and it would require to be done by a person 
outside of the Government. 

Senator McCumber. Was it just because of his sense that justice 
ought to be done that he emploved and paid counsel himself? 

Mr. Hopkins. That I do-not know; sir. The only thing I do 
know is that I was consulted in regard to the matter, and I advised 
as to the methods that appeared to me most effective. It is fair to 
presume that Mr. Pierce desired decent business methods to prevail. 

Senator McCumprr. You really think he expected to follow that 
up by some kind of action to secure some beneficial legislation or 
otherwise, do you not? 

Mr. Horxrns. The best proof is that he has not. 

Senator McCumper. Yes; but do you not think that that was the 
expectation at the time? 

Ir. Hopkins. I can not say what his expectation was, but I do 
not believe it. as I understood all that Mr. Pierce wished was fair 
competition. 

Senator McCumner. Let me ask you one question right here, Mr. 
Hopkins, so that I may understand your position here. Is your con- 
fidential relation, either with this company or with Madero or any 
of the revolutionary forces, vour professional relation, such that 
yon do not desire to disclose all matters? 

Mr. Hopkins. No, sir: I am perfectly willing to disclose anything 
within my knowledge. 

Senator Hircucock. Your employment was not by Mr. Pierce 
personally. but was a corporate employment by the company that 
was operating down there? 

Mr. Horxrns. Yes, sir; that is the idea. 

Senator Hircucock. So it could not have been for any idealistic 
purpose, or purpose of public benefaction. It must have been for 
some business reason. 

Mr. Horxixs. Of course not altogether, Senator. It was, among 
other things, to even up conditions. 

Senator Hirrcucock, You did not get even then ? 

Mr. Horxıns. Well, I do not know anything about their business 
affairs. 

Senator Hircncock. You say they have not been benefited 

Mr. Horxins. I mean in respect to Government protection, assist- 
ance, aid, and so forth. 
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Senator Hrrcucockx. Do you think they may have been benefited ? 

Mr. Horxrns. No; I say, not that I know of. There have been no 
benefits that I know of. 

Senator SMitu. Were there to be? 

Mr. Hopkins. Not that I know of. No, sir; I know that there were 
not to be. | 

Senator SmirH. How were you compensated by Mr. Pierce for that 
service? 

Mr. Horxrns. I was given a check for it some six or seven months 
afterwards. 

Senator Smıru. How much? 

Mr. Hopkins. I really do not know, Senator. I think it was per- 
haps a thousand dollars or something like that. I really do not recol- 
lect the amount. 

Senator SmıTH. Have you been under regular retainer from him. 
since? 

Mr. Hopkins. No, sir. 

Senator McCumser. You stated that part of your advice to the 
revolutionary forces was in reference to the best method of disposing 
of the Diaz government, or substantially that. Have you any objec- 
tion to informing us what that advice was, as to the best method of 
disposing of the Diaz government? 

Mr. Horxins. That would be a pretty long story, Senator. It 
would cover the entire period of the revolution. 

_ Senator McCumsen. It is rather a long story, anyway, that we are 
investigating. 

Mr. Horxins. Yes. I can only say, generally speaking, that my 
advice to them was to get all the arms and ammunition and muni- 
tions of war that they could and, with due regard to the neutrality 
laws, to get them across the border and organize their movement on 
the most approved military lines. Then, of course, I saw .very 
plainly that the Diaz government was becoming more unpopular 
every day, that it was steadily weakening, and I pointed out to 
them as best I could the lines of least resistance, both in a military 
and a political sense. 

Senator McCumner. But the first advice was to get their war 
material ready / 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes. 

Senator McCumner. And get it across the line? 

Mr. Horxtxs. Yes. Not necessarily across the line, but to get it 
into Mexico, always with due regard for the neutrality laws. — 

Senator McCumper. Where did most of this war material come 

rom? 

Mr. Horxins. The United States. 

Senator McCumper. Perhaps this is already in the record? 

Senator SmrrH. No, sir; I am very glad to have this brought out. 

Senator McCumsper. You say most of it come from the United 
States? | 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCumner. From what firms? 

Mr. Hopxrns. I do not know. 

Senator McCumrer. Do you know from what part of the country 
it came? 
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Mr. Horxtys. I have understood that it came mostly from New 
York and St. Louis originally. 

Senator McCumber. ve Vere those claims that you speak of partly 
made up of claims for this material ? 

Mr. Hopkins. No, sir. 

Senator McCumper. You say most of the material came from 
where? 

Mr. Horxıxs. There were small amounts. Most of it was for 
secret-service a lvances ete. 

Senator McCumper. Perhaps you do not understand me. I say 
most of the war material, the ammunition, guns, etc., came from 
where? 

Mr. Horxins. I could not say from personal knowledge. but I 
have under stood that thev came from New York and St. Louis. 

Senator McCumrer. Do you know what firms furnished them! 

Mr. Hovxins. I know one firm from whom material was pur- 
chased. 

Senator McCumber. What firm was that? 

Mr. Horxins. Bannerman. 

Senator McCunner. At what place? 

Mr. Horxtns. Broadway, New York City. 

Senator McCumper. What did they furnish ? 

Mr. Horxiys. Rifles. cartridges, and machine guns. 

Senator McCumber. They are not manufacturers, are they? 

Mr. Hopkins. They are the largest dealers, I suppose, in war ma- 
terials on this hemisphere. 

Senator McCumber. They are simply dealers and not manufac- 
turers ? 

Mr. Horxtns. Dealers and not manufacturers. They do a very 
large business. : 

Senator McCumper. And their dealing is generally with foreign 
Governments and not the home (tover nment ? They deal on a large 
seale do thev not, with foreign Governments? 

Mr. Horxixs. Yes. 

Senator McCecmrer. And in large quantities? 

Mr. Wornkins. Yes. 

Senator McCumner. And such quantities as necessarily must be 
sold to Governments rather than to individuals? 

Mr. Horkins. Yes. 

Senator Mc@umner. They therefore had an interest in creating a 
demand for their material, had they not? 

Mr. Horxtys. No. sir: I do not think so. I think vou will find 
that Alfred Bannerman keeps entirely outside of any thing of that 
sort. In all the experience I have had in such matters I have never 
known any such thing to be done by Mr. Bannerman. 

Senator McCumper. Do vou know whether thev have furnished 
war material for other Central and South American States? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes: I know that they have. 

Senator Mc Cr MBER. They have been engaged in that business? 

Mr. Horxins. They are engaged in the traffic of munitions of wat; 
yes, SIP. 

* Senator Hitrciucock. When did these sales to the Madero party 


begin? 
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Mr. Horxrxs. They simply bought one very large lot. 

Senator Hircucocx. When was that? 

Mr. Horxins. At the beginning of the revolution. 

Senator Hircucocx. Can you give the date? 

Mr. Hopxins. No, sir; I can not give the date offhand; the last 
of October or somewhere along there. 

Senator McCumner. Who bought it? 

Mr. Hopkins. Gustavo Madero. 

Senator McCumper. Where did they get the money advanced? 

Mr. Horxins. They had the money. 

Senator McCumner. Did they have the money themselves? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes; they had the money themselves. 

Senator Hircucocx. Can you tell how much that purchase 
amounted to? 

Mr. Hopxins. No, sir; I can not. 

Senator Hircnucockx. Approximately? 

Mr. Hopkins. No, sir; Ean not. 

Senator Hrrcucock. Either in money or arms? 

Mr. Hopkins. I could not do it; it would be mn one re 

Senator Hitcucocx. You say it was a large lot! 

Mr. Horxins. Yes, sir; about three carloads. 

Senator Hitcucock. Enough for 5.000 men? 

Mr. Horxins. No; that would not be enough for 5,000 men. 

Senator McCumper. Do you know what the entire cost of this 
revolution was? 

Mr. Hopkins. No,sir. I do not think anyone will ever know. 

Senator McCumber. Can you give an estimate of the financial 
obligations that were incon by reason of it? 

Mr. Hopxrns. Obligations of the Maderos? 

Senator McCumper. By reason of the revolution. I suppose there 
was an organization. That organization had to raise money, and the 
money had to be paid to carry on this revolution. 

Mr. Hopkins. So far as I know, the revolutionary party in the 
United States borrowed no money at all from any American interests. 

Senator McCumner. That is, not here. You think it was advanced 
entirely from Mexico? 

Mr. Hopxrns. I think it was advanced entirely from Mexico. 

Senator McCumber. And within the Mexican border? 

Mr. Horxins. Possibly there may have been some Mexicans in the 
United States who contributed, but I meant to say that that revolu- 
tion was not financed by any American interests. I know that. 

Senator Ssnra. Do you know Mr. Didapp? 

Mr. Horxins. Yes. 

Senator Smiru. He formerly represented the Mexican Republic in 
Spain and Turkey. l 

Mr. Hopkins. He was a consul at Santander, Spain, and after- 
wards was consul in Turkey. He is a Syrian. 

Senator Smiru. When he was introduced to vou in Washington he 
had four or five talks with you? : 

Mr. Horxins. Yes. 

Senator Smirnu. And during one of those conversations did you 
say to him, “ Get next to the secretary of the Standard Oil Co. You 
would have the help of the Standard Oil Co. to overthrow Diaz.” 
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“T told him I did ont know anyone in the Standard Oil Co., and he 
told me, * Well, I know the secretary, and I am going to New York, 
and I will talk the matter over with the secretary of the Standard 
Oil Co. Then you try and see him.’ This was just before the 
Madero revolution in September, 1910.” 

Mr. Hopkins. I never had any such conversation with Mr- Didapp; 
never mentioned the Standard Oil Co. to him in my life. Mr. Didapp 
once came to me some time before the revolution and spoke to me 
voluntarily. He was not introduced to me. He came to me and 
asked my assistance in procuring the publication of a book that he 
was to write attacking the government of Diaz. I declined, and 
told him I could not be interested in any such thing. He came to 
see me at my office four or five times, and finally I had to dismiss 
him rather abruptly. l 

Senator McCumber. Did you have any confidential talk with him 
at all? l 

Mr. Horxrns. Absolutely not. I would not talk confidentially 
with a man like that. He isa crazy man. 

Senator Smits. Did vou ever talk to him about the State Depart- 
ment? . 

Mr. Horxıins. Never. In the first place, he is a very, very indis- 
creet man. 

Senator Siri. But he has represented the Mexican Government 
in a number of capacities ? 

Mr. Horkins. He has also been dismissed twice for indiscretion. 
I may say that I saw him again in Mexico City, and he told me he 
was going to get back into their consular service, and I believed Mr. 
de la Barra did put him back, but he could not stand prosperity, and 
he was dismissed within three or four months. 

Senator Smitu. He was dismissed by the Madero government! 

Mr. Horxıxs. He was put into office again after the Madero revo- 
lution had been successful. 

Senator McCumner. Dismissed by the same power that put him in? 

Mr. Horxins. Yes. 

Senator McCumber. By Mr. de la Barra? 

Mr. Horxins. I think he was dismissed subsequently by Mr. 
Calero. who became minister of foreign relations. 

Senator McCumner. As a matter of fact he was dismissed by the 
Madero people? 

Me Eforxins. Yes. 

Senator McCumper. And he had been known as a Diaz man? 

Mr. Hopkins. He had been known as both. Senator. 

Senator Smırn. He had been appointed to various positions by 
the Diaz government ? 

Mr. Hopkins. Only one, that I know of. 

Senator Smirnu. And his last appointment came from Mr. de la 
Barra, the provisional president ? 

Mr. Horktns. Because he had been a great advocate of the revo- 
Jution. 

Senator Smiru. Of the Madero revolution? 

Mr. Horxins. Yes; although he subsequently turned, and had, as I 
recall, written a number of articles against Mr. Madero. 

Senator Sairu. In order to meet that situation squarely, you say 
that you had no talk with him about the Standard Oil Co.? 
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Mr. Hopkins. I never mentioned the Standard Oil Co. to him in 
my life, and never had any conversation with him on the subject. 
The only conversation I did have was relative to the publication of 
this book, which he said he wished to have published. 

Senator Smirv. Did vou tell him vou were close to the State De- 
partment and were watching matters there? 

Mr. Hopkins. Never. 

Senator SMITH. As a matter of fact, have vou been watching 
Mexican matters with the State Department ! 

Mr. Horxins. No. sir: never. 

Senator SmitruH. Have you ever had any conversation with the 
Secretary about it? 

Mr. Hopkins. No, sir: never. 

Senator Smiru. Or any assistant secretary ? 

Mr. Horxins. I did have some conversation frequently with Mr. 
Dawson, who at that time was resident diplomatic officer of the 
Department of State, and who was an old friend of mine. 

Senator SMITH. You were frequently in conference with him 
about it? 

Mr. Horxins. No, sir: I was not frequently in conference. I 
suppose I spoke to him about the matter three or four times. Mr. 
Dawson was a gentleman who liked to be accurately informed on 
both sides of matters, and he used sometimes to ask me privately 
about the real situation, and I never hesitated to give him any infor- 
mation he desired. 

Senator Smiru. That was during the time you represented the 
Mexican revolution { 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes, sir. 

Senator Smirnu. Now. coming back to this fee, what did you do 
with that money when you brought it back? 

Mr. Hopkins. I forwarded it to my firm. 

Senator Smiru. What is the firm ¢ 

Mr. Hopkins. Hopkins & Hopkins? 

Senator Smiru. Washington! 

Mr. Hopxins. Yes. 

Senator Smitu. What was done with it then ? 

Mr. Hopkins. It was deposited to the credit of the firm in the 
Union Trust Co., as I recall. I was not here at the time. I was in 

exico. 

Senator Smrti. Was any part of it paid out to any others for 
assistance ? 

Mr. Horxins. No, sir; it was divided in the firm as usual. 

Senator SmirH. Had you made any expenditures of money for the 
revolution ? 

Mr. Hopxins. Only minor advances. 

Senator Smiru. Of traveling expenses? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes. 

Senator Samirn. Were you thrown in contact with Mr. Llorente 
the Mexican consul at El Paso? 

Mr. Hopxtns. No, sir. 

Senator Smiru. You say you know Mr. Sommerfeld? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes. 

Senator Smitu. How recently have you seen him? 
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Mr. Hopxtns. I have not seen Sommerfeld since last January. 

Senator SMITH. A year ago? 

Mr. Horxtns. Yes. i 

Senator S{mıra. The repayment of this money by the Mexican 
Government for revolutionary expenses, $600,000 and odd, was made 
while you were in Mexico, was it not ? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes. 

Senator Smiru. And you were present at that settlement! 

Mr. Horxins. No, sir. The only way I know of it is that Mr. 
Gustavo Madero came to me and said he wondered in which bank he 
had better deposit this. I suggested to him that he deposit it ina 
branch of the International Banking Corporation there. 

Senator Hircucock. In Mexico City? 

Mr. Horkins. Yes. I happened to be acquainted with the manager 
of that bank. 

Senator Hitcacock. Where did Madero keep his funds? You say 
he and his family had large sums of money at the time the revolution 
began ? 

Ir. Horkins. Yes; in San Antonio and New York. 

Senator Smiru. Was this money deposited in accordance with your 
recommendation ? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes. 

Senator SMITH. As a matter of fact, the Maderos knew as much 
about the banking facilities of Mexico City as you did, did they not! 

Mr. Hopkins. There was just one reason. We Were standing in 
front of the Banco Nacional, and he said that he would not deposit 
the monev there, because it would take him two hours to make the 
deposit. He said he thought he would go to a bank where they did 
banking business in an up-to-date manner. 

Senator SMITH. Did he have the money with him at the time? 

Mr. Horxrns. He had the draft with him. 

Senator SMITH. Where did you meet him that morning? 

Mr. Horxins. I think he came to my hotel and got me. 

Senator Smiru. After he received this draft? l 

Mr. Horkins. We used to go down town together every morning. 

Senator Saaru. This was a particular morning when he had this 
amount of money? | 

Mr. Horxins. No: it was just the usual morning meeting. This 
matter had been up before the cabinet for quite a long time, and it 
had been approved. 

Senator SmirH. That is, the return or the repayment of these 
advances ? 

Mr. Horxins. Yes; and with the accompanying vouchers it had 
been before the officials of the treasury department, and I suppose 
the accounting oflicers of that department, and had been approved 
by the minister of finance. It had been submitted to the cabinet, 
approved by the cabinet, and was then approved by President de la 
Barra. 

Senator Hircucock. You say, “ With the accompanying youch- 
ers.” Was vour voucher among those? 

Mr. Horxrns. No, sir; my voucher was subsequently attached. J 

ave a receipt in duplicate. i 

Senator SmirH. So that the Mexican Government approved what 

he paid to you? 
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Mr. Hopxins. Yes. l _ 
Senator SMiItH. They paid the money before it was divided? 


Mr. Horkins. Oh, the Mexican Government knew about it. l 
Senator Smitu. They made a voucher to Mr. Madero for this 


money ? 
Mr. Horxrns. Yes. 


Senator Smita. How much? 
Mr. Horxrins. About six hundred and odd thousand dollars. 


Senator Smiry. About $650,000, and that amount of money was 
taken by Mr. Madero and yourself to the International Banking 


Corporation ? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes. 

Senator SMITH. And upon your recommendation was deposited? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes. 

Senator Smir. To whose credit? 

Mr. Horxtins. To his credit. 

Senator Smitu. Then what occurred? 

Mr. Horkrins. Nothing that I know of. 

Senator SmitH. Did he give you a check? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes; he gave me a check. 

Senator SmitH. On that bank? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes. 

Senator Surry. Did he make any other check at that time? 

Mr. Horxtns. No, sir. 

Senator Smirma. And you wish to be understood as saying you do 
not know what disposition was made of the balance of that fund? 

Mr. Horxins. No, sir. 

Senator Smiru. Had you and he come to a settlement regarding 
your charges? 

Mr. Hopxins. Long before that. 


Senator Smitu. How long before? 
Mr. Hopkins. I do not know, Senator. They had expressed their 


purpose to pay me. They seemed to be very grateful for what they 
fancied I had accomplished for them, and indicated their purpose to 


pay me a fee of this amount. 
~ Senator Smitu. Had you loaned them any money? 


Mr. Horxıns. No, sir. 
Senator Smirn. As a matter of fact do you not know that they 


were offering as high as 40 per cent bonus for loans at that time? 
Mr. Hopkins. Never heard of it; I do know that along during 
the last days of the revolution, when their funds were running very 
low, some conferences took place relative to obtaining a loan. 
Senator Smiru. What conferences? 
Mr. Hopkins. I had a conference with one French banker. 
Senator Smiru. Where? 
Mr. Hopkins. In New York, at that time. 
Senator Smirn. In New York? 
Mr. Horxins. Yes; and he absolutely turned the proposition 


down. 

Senator Smiru. What did you ask him? 

Mr. Horxıns. I ask him upon what terms he would make an 
advance, say of $100,000. 

Senator Smit. What was his reply? 
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Mr. Horxins. He said he would consider the matter; but on the 
following day, upon some adverse news from Juarez, he informed 
me that he would not entertain the proposition. 

Senator Smitu. Did you see anyone else with a similar purpose! 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes, I did. 

Senator SmirH. Who? ` 

Mr. Hopkins. I discussed the matter with Mr. Charles R. Flint. 

Senator SmirH. Who is he? 

Mr. Horxins. A well-known merchant and banker in New York. 

Senator SmirH. Did you ask him to subscribe to this fund! 

Mr. Hopxtns. I asked his advice in regard to the matter. 

Senator SmitH. Did you make him any tender? 

Mr. Hopkins. No, sir. He was of the opinion that no loan could 
be prec 

Senator Smiti. Whom else did you talk with? 

Mr. Hopkins. I discussed the matter generally with Mr. William 
M. Ivins, of New York. 

Senator Smirn. Who is he? 

Mr. Horxins. Quite a distinguished lawyer of that city. 

Senator Sairn. Is his office in Wall Street or lower Broadway! 

Mr. Hopkins. His office is in Lords Court Building on William 
Street, New York City. He was of the same opinion. 

Senator SMITH. As a matter of fact, he had some financial trans- 
actions with the Government, had he not? 

Mr. Horktins. No, sir. 

Senator HitrcuHcock. What date was this? 

Mr. Hopkins. I believe this was in April or May. 

Senator Hircucock. Of what year? 

Mr. Horxins. 1911. l 

Senator SmiTH. You do not know whether he afterwards advanced 
any money. and certain drafts were made on him? 

Mr. Horxtns. I know he did not. The only draft that I know of 
that was ever made which Mr. Ivins’s firm had any connection with 
was a draft for $100 which I authorized to be cashed, and which was 
drawn against Gustavo Madero at El Paso, which was for a fne 
that I was paying for one of our men, who had been arrested and 
pleaded guilty, for transporting cartridges without labeling them 4s 
such. 

Senator SmıTH. Did you make any drafts on Madero through the 
National City Bank of New York? 

Mr. HWorxtns. No, sir: never. 

Senator SMITH. Do vou know of any one else who did? 

Mr. Hopkins. No, sir. 

Senator Samir. This draft you refer to was made on Madero per- 
sonally ? 

Mr. Horxiıxs. On Gustavo Madero; yes. 

Senator SMITH. And through a bank at El Paso? 

Mr. Horkrns. I presume so; yes, sir. I was not in New York at 
the time. 

Senator Smir. Was it the Rio Grande Valley National Bank! 

Mr. Horxtns, I was not in New York myself at the time. It was 
only for $100. 

Senator SmitH. Whom else did vou see regarding a loan? 

Mr. Horxins. That is all. 
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Senator Smrru. Did you have any occasion to see any of the firm 
of Speyer & Co.? 

Mr. Hopkins. No, sir; never about loans. Messrs. Speyer & Co —- 
were at that time the bankers for the Mexican Government. 

Senator McCumser. You stated that you were fairly familiar with 
some of the financial transactions of the Madero government. Can 
you give us anything of an idea of what the entire cost of financing 
this revolution has been % 

Mr. Hopkins. My idea is that it was about 10 per cent of what 
most people think it was. 

Senator McCumser. What do most people think it is, then? 

Mr. Hopxrns. I do not believe that the entire revolution cost the 
ee nee is, I do not believe that they spent more than $400,000 

old. 
j Senator McCumber. Not more than about half as much as it takes 
to nominate an American President? 

Mr. Horxrns. Yes; just about. 

Senator McCumper. If they got $600,000, they must have come out 
with a profit. l 

Mr. Hopkins. That was $600,000 Mexican currency. 

Senator McCumper. $300,000 American? 

Mr. Hopxins. Yes. 

Senator McCumber. You do not mean to say that would cover the 
entire expense of carrying on that revolution? 

Mr. Horxrns. No, sir; not at all. 

Senator McCumBer. You mean that is what the Madero family 
furnished ? 

Mr. Horxins. Yes. There were lots of other men who took money 
out of their own pockets and spent it to buy arms and munitions of 
war. 

Senator McCumber. And I suppose the revolutionists helped them- 
selves to money once in awhilie, as well as to provisions, and so forth? 

Mr. Hopkins. Oh, yes; I have no doubt they did. 

Senator McCumser. But, taking simply the financial part, that 
must have cost at least several million dollars, did it not? 

Mr. Horxins. I do not believe in the aggregate there was more 
than $1,500,000 spent in actual money. 

Senator McCumner. Altogether? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes. 

Senator SMITH. American money ? ) 

Mr. Hopkins. I mean that much gold—American money. 

a i Hircircock. And the Maderos put up about one-quarter 
of that. 

Mr. Horxıns. Yes. That was considerable money contributed 
from all the cities in Mexico. 

Senator McCumper. What is the population of Mexico? 

Mr. Horxins. Abouc 18,000,000 people. 

Senator McCumner. And you think you can finance a successful 
revolution in a country of that size for less than a million dollars? 

Mr. Horxins. Yes. 

Senator SMITH. As a matter of fact, do you not know that the 
Orozco revolutionists have spent over $2,000,000? 

Mr. Hopkins. I have heard so. 
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Senator SmirH. They got $1,000,000 from the city of Chihuahua 
alone, did they not, through the chamber of commerce, and they 
have been administering the customs down there and have received 
at least $100,000 a month, and yet that is not supposed to be a revolu- 
tion at all. 

Senator Boram. Perhaps its organiaztion was expensive. 

Senator Hrrcncock. Did this firm on Broadway in New York 
City, which vou say sold three or four qarloads of war material, 
equire cash in advance? 

Mr. Hopkins, Yes: always. 

Senator SmirH. Mr. Hopkins, are you familiar with the reported 
statements that upon the return of Mr. Limantour, and his state- 
ment to President Diaz that large financial interests in New York 
had agreed to advance the necessary money to make the Madero revo- 
lution successful, Diaz resolved to make no further resistance? 

Mr. Horxins. No, sir. I do not believe Mr. Limantour ever made 
such a report, because Mr. Limantour knew better. 

Senator SĮmrrH. He had been in New York, had he not, with Mr. 
Creel? ; 

Mr. Hopkins. No, sir; he had not. 

Senator SaarH. With Mr. Hernandez? 

Mr. Horkxins. No, sir; not that I am aware of. Which Mr. Her- 
nandez do vou mean ? 

Senator Smir. The one who was afterwards secretary of the 
interior. 

Mr. Horxins. No, sir; most decidedly not. 

Senator Samiti. Would vou have known about those matters? 

Mr. Horxins. I was in the Hotel Astor at the same time Mr. 
Limantour was there, and I know exact what took place. 

Senator SairH. Did you have any interview with him? 

Mr. Horxixs. No, sir. 

Senator SMITH. Do you know of anyone who did? 

Mr. TlopKins. Yes. 

Senator Smiru. Who did? 

Mr. Hoexins. Mr. Francisco Madero, the father of the President, 
and Dr. Francisco Vasquez Gomez, of the revolutionary committee. 

Senator Samiti. Do you know of anyone else who had any inter- 
view with him ? 

Mr. Horxins. Yes. 

Senator Saari. Who? 

Mr. Horxixs. I understand he had a conference with Mr. Speyer. 

Senator SMITH. Speyer & Co.? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes. Spever & Co. were his bankers, the bankers 
of the Mexican Government at that time. | 

Senator Smitu. Do you know whether he had any conference with 
president of the National City Bank? 

Mr. Worxixs. Do you mean Mr. Stillman? 

Senator Narru. Or with Mr. Vanderlip. 

Mr. Horxins. Mr. Vanderlip is the vice president. No, sir; I 
am not aware of it. It would not surprise me at all. 

Senator SMITH. Do vou know whether he had any conversation 
with anyone else while he was there ? 

Mr. Horxins. No, sir; no personal knowledge. 
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Senator SmirH. But you do know about these interviews with 
Speyer & Co. ? ; 

Mr. Horxins. Yes; that one took place with Mr. Speyer. 

Senator SMITH. And these other people you have spoken of? 

Mr. Hopxins. Yes. 

Senator SMITH. Did Mr. Madero inform you as to the nature of 
those conversations? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes; he mentioned them. 

Senator SmitH. What did he say about them ? f 

Mr. Horxins. Mr. Madero was very anxious to see the revolution 
terminated, and I think he tried to persuade Mr. Limantour to see 
the light of day. 

Senator SmırH. Do you know whether he told him that financial 
arrangements had been made in New York? 

Mr. Horxıxs. I do not know, but I am morally certain that he 
did not. 

Senator Smıru. How are you certain that he did not? 

Mr. Horxins. Because I have never heard of any such thing. 

Senator SmitH. I have heard of it a great many times. 

Mr. Horxtins. I have never heard of it, Senator, and I have been 
right in the midst of it all the time. I have never heard of any such 
thing. 

Senator Smiru. No threats were made, to your knowledge, to Mr. 
Limantour? i 

Mr. Horkins. No, sir. 

Senator Smiti. Did vou accompany Mr. Madero at the time of 
his interview with Mr. Limantour? 

Mr. Hopkins. No, sir. 

Senator Smirn. Or at the time of these interviews with those 
bankers? i 

Mr. Hopkins. No, sir. 

Senator Smiru. I have been rather im pressed with the amount of 
money you received down there for the service you have described. 

Mr. Hoexins, Perhaps they overpaid me. 

Senator Siri. Do vou think they did? 

Mr. Horkins. Well, they were the best judges of that. 

Senator Suir, No; vou are the man who rendered the service, 

Senator Hirceneock. Was that for eight months’ service? 

Mr. Horxins. Yes. 

Senator Boran. They did not object to the bill, did they? 

Mr. Horgıxs. No,sir. In fact, I never rendered any bill. It wasa 
voluntary payment upon their part. 

Senator Smitu. But you had agreed upon it some time before this 
money was repaid? 

Mr. Hopxrns. $50.000 was mentioned. Gustavo Madero and the 
rest of them had voluntarily mentioned it to me, that when the revo- 
lution was successful, as thev were sure it was going to be, they in- 
tended to pay me a fee of $50,000, I said I would be very glad to 
get it. : 

Senator McCumner. You did not protest against it? 

Mr. Horxtns. No, sir. | 

Senator Sairi. When was that conversation? 

Mr. Hopkins. I suppose it was along in J anuary or February. 
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Senator Hircucock. Let me recapitulate. That $50,000 fee was 
for services rendered during eight months, for keeping the revolu- 
tionary agents in the United States out of prison or getting them 
out after they got in—— 

Mr. Horxins. Yes. 

Senator Hircucock. For advising them to ship arms into the 
Mexican Republic before the war began, as far as possible, and to get 
ready for the war? 

Mr. Horxins. Yes. 

Senator Hircucock. And for what else? 

Senator McCumser. The neutrality laws? 

Mr. Hopkins. And for advising them as to the methods that they 
should pursue, and also so as not to come in conflict with the neutral- 
ity laws. 

Senator Hirencock. This revolutionary party in Mexico was not 
afraid to come in conflict with the neutrality laws. That was the 
very thing they wanted to do, was it not? What had they to fear! 

Mr. Horxins. They had the fear of getting into jail. 

Senator Hirencock. Those in this country ? 

Mr. Horxins. Yes. 

Senator HircicocKk. But I am speaking of the people in Mexico. 

Mr. Horkrns. That is quite different. I was advising them not to 
run counter to the neutrality laws. When I say that, I am referring 
to those Mexicans who were in exile here in the United States. . 

Senator Ifircucock. You have only told us of one or two Mexi- 
cans in this country who did get into jail. 

Mr. Horxins. Yes; but perhaps it was due to my efforts that others 
did not. 
= Senator Hircucock. It was to keep them out of jail, and that was 
all the service you rendered for $50,000. . 

Mr. Hopkins. Generally speaking, and taking into consideration 
my previous statements, ves. 

‘Senator Bonan. I suppose, occupying the relation which you did 
to the movement, vour general advice and counsel was sought at all 
times on these matters, was it not? 

Mr. Hopkins. Every day and sometimes all night. 

Senator Bora. And that covered the whole field of the revolu: 
tionary movement ? 

Mr. HWorxins. Yes: covered the whole business, including my ex- 
penses, which were quite large. 

Senator Bora. But what I mean is, vour advice and your counsel 
were sought upon the whole field of revolutionary action ? 

Mr. Horxinxs. Yes: every feature of it. 

Senator Smitn. They had other counsel? 

Mr. Hopkins. No; not here. 

Senator Saure. In the United States? 

Mr. Hopkins. I think they had in San Antonio and El Paso. 

Senator Suiri. Now, I want to go back a little and to ask you 
if you know anything about the pavment of large interest, of the 
prepayment of large interest, as high as 40 per cent, for the use 0 
money ¢ 

Mr. Horxiys. No, sir; I do not. 
Senator Smitu. For the use of money to aid the revolution ? 
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Mr. Hopkins. No, sir. 

Senator Smrru. Did you ever hear of such a thing? 

Mr. Horxrns. No, sir. 

Senator Smrra. Would it surprise you if they were called upon 
to pay large rates of interest ? 

Mr Hopxins. Yes; it would. 

Senator Hircucock. Did this fee of yours also include your efforts 
to secure loans for them in New York? 

Mr. Horxins. That was hardly very serious. I had very little to 
do with that. I simply mentioned it to the gentlemen whose names 
I have mentioned. Of course, it did include that, naturally. 

Senator Hicrircock. Did they expend any money with anyone else 
that you know of to procure loans? 

Mr. Horxins. Not that I am aware of; no, sir. 

Senator Smiru. Have you heard of any payment of that kind? 

Mr. Horxrins. No, sir. 

Senator Smiru. To anyone else? 

Mr. Hopkins. I never heard of any such payment. 

Senator SMITH. You were very familiar with the neutrality laws. 
Did you render any service in connection with the legislation to 
amend the neutrality laws? 

Mr. Hopkins. No, sir. 

Senator Smitu. Do you know anything about that legislation ? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes. 

Senator SmitH. When did you first know about it? 

Mr. Horxıns. I think it was on the 10th day of March, 1912. 

Senator Smiru. Ilow did you happen to know about it? 

Mr. Hopkins. I received a telegram. 

Senator Smiru. From whom? 

Mr. Hopkins. From my firm. 

Senator SmirH. Where were you? 

Mr. Hopkins. At Vera Cruz, Mexico. 

Senator Smıru. To what effect? 

Mr. Hopkins. That the passage of a resolution which had been 
or was to be offered, I think by Senator Root, was imminent. I 
think it was based upon a message from the President, but I do not 
remember with certainty about that. I do recall that I received a 
telegram, I think in Vera Cruz, informing me about the resolution 
which was afterwards passed; I think on March 12 or 14 was about ` 
to be passed. 

Senator Smita. Have you that telegram? 

Mr. Horxrns. I doubt it very much. 

Senator SmirH. Will you try to find it? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes; I will take great pleasure in doing so. I was 
subsequently notified, I think either at Key West or Palm Beach, 
that the resolution had been passed. I probably have that telegram. 

Senator Hitcncock. Was that after the Madero government had 
been established ? 

Mr. Horpxtns. Oh, ves; long after. 

Senator Hrrcncocx. Your firm undoubtedly have a copy of the 
telegram that they sent to you? 

Mr. Horxtins. I presume I have the original. 

Senator Smiru. Will you try and get that? 


9548 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


Mr. Hopkins. Yes. 

Senator Hircucock. Both of them? 

Mr. Horxins. Yes. 

Senator S{mıru. It has been suggested that that legislation origi- 
nally had its birth in your brain. 

Mr. Horxixs. Why, Senator, I was not in the country at that 
time. 

Senator Smıtu. Or of your firm. 

Mr. Horxıns. I was not in the country. I left the United States 
on the 27th of January. I had to go to Guatemala. 

Senator SMITH. You considered it advantageous, of course, to the 
Madero government ? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes: I not only considered it advantageous to the 
Madero government, but I considered it, you might say, obligatory 
legislation on the part of the United States if it desired to perform 
its duty toward the Government of Mexico. 

Senator McCumprr. What legislation was that? 

Senator Smrt. That was an amendment of the neutrality laws 
which somewhat radically tightened the regulations regarding the 
exportation of arms. 

Senator McCumper. That was the provision which authorized the 
President to take possession of any arms that were being shipped 
across the line? 

Mr. Hornins. Yes. 

Senator McCumperr. How was that advantageous? 

Senator Hircucock. This was after the Madero were in. 

Senator SMITH. After they were in the lines were drawn very 
tight, and I think Mr. Hopkins will admit that that was very help- 
ful to the Madero government. 

Mr. Horkins. Yes; very. | 

Senator Smirn. And rather hostile to the Orozco revolutionists! 

Mr. Ilorxins. Yes. 

Senator McCumber. This was after the second revolution was 
being hatched ? 

Mr. Horkins. It had already started. 

Senator SMITH. It started, in fact, before they got in. 

Senator Boran. Do you still oceupy and hold the relation of at- 
torney to client with these people yet? 

Mr. Horxrys. I should say that I do, but in a personal way only. 

Senator Sairn. I should like to have you produce that telegram— 
the first one you got. 

Mr. Ilorkins. I will endeavor to do so. 

Senator Smitu. While you were at Vera Cruz you got notice from 
your office that an important change was to be made in the neu- 
trality laws? 

Mr. Horxrns. I think it was while I was at Vera Cruz. 

Senator Smiru. But just what that message said you are unable 
to state ¢ 

Mr. Horxrtns. I am unable to state at the present time. 

Senator SMITH. And you have not been able to find the message 
yet? 
~ Mr. Hopxrys. I have not, yet. 

Senator SmitH. But you are going to try to find it? 
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Mr. Hopkins. I am; yes, sir. 

Senator Hircucock. Would not the telegraph office be able to 
produce a copy ? 

Senator S{mrru. I think, perhaps, they would. 

Mr. Horxins. As I understand, they destroy their messages every 
six months. I will be very glad to write them a letter and ask them. 

Senator Smiru. Now, recurring to what was said this morning 
with reference to your employment by Henry Clay Pierce, you said 
that when he found you had some information which showed graft 
on the part of certain people who held an oil concession in Mexico, 
he employed you to exploit that information ? 

Mr. Horxrns. He requested me to see that all possible publicity 
was given to the wrongful acts of these people. 

Senator Smirn. And those wrongful acts consisted in what? I 
think you said certain stock was given. 

Mr. Horxins. In accepting shares of stock amounting to more 
than a million dollars in value-—a million and a half in value—while 
certain of them held public office. 

Senator Smiru. And this stock was given by—— 

Mr. Horxins. Lord Cowdray. 

Senator SMITH. And the people to whom the stock was given you 
enumerated this morning? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes; and there are others whose names escape me 
for the moment. 

Senator SMITH. And that included the son of President Diaz? 

Mr. Horxtys. It did; yes, sir; 200 shares at $1,000 per share, 8 per 
cent guaranteed preferred stock. 

Senator SMITH. Do you know the nature of that company’s busi- 
ness in Mexico? 

Mr. Horxtins. I think I do; yes, sir. 

Senator Smitu. What is it? 

Mr. Horxtns. I understand they are engaged in the refining and 
the sale of oil and its products. 

Senator Smiru. In that country? 

Mr. Horxrns. Yes. 

Senator Smiri. In the United States? 

Mr. Horxrns. No, sir; although the Pearson interests are engagea 
in the sale of oil in very large quantities. In fact, I have reason to 
believe that the Standard Oil Co. at the present time has a contract 
under the terms of which they practically control the Pearson interests 
and take the entire Pearson output of crude oil. 

Senator SmırH. The Pearson Co. is not the same company as the 
Pierson Co. of Boston? 

Mr. Horxins. No, sir. Lord Cowdray was formerly Sir Weetman 
Pearson. 

Senator Smr. They were also interested in the Northwestern 
Railroad ? 

Mr. Horxrns. No, sir. 

Senator Smrru. I thought you said so this morning. 

Mr. Horxtns. No, sir; on the directorate of the National Railways. 

Senator SmiruH. You say you have reason to believe they sell large 
quantities of oil to the Standard Oil Co. ? 

Mr. Hopxtins. I know they do; in fact, it is understood that the 
Standard now owns the Cowdray or Pearson oil interests. 
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Senator Samira. How do you know that? 
Mr. Horxins. From papers that I have seen and statements that 


have been made. 

Senator Saito. Where did you see them? 

Mr. Hopxrns. In Mexico. 

Senator SmitH. By whom were they exhibited? 

Mr. Horxins. They were exhibited to me by a representative of 
the Waters-Pierce Oil Co. 

Senator SmirH. What is his name? 

Mr. Horxrns, I think they were shown to me by J. N. Galbraith. 

Senator SMITH. What office does he hold in that company! 

Mr. Ilorxins. I think he is general manager. 

Senator Smiru. Did you have any conference with him and Mr. 
Pierce there’ 

Mr. Hopkins. I had many conferences with Mr. Galbraith. 

Senator Smirn. None with Mr. Pierce? 

Mr. Horxins. No, sir: I have only seldom conferred with Mr. 
Pierce in regard to this matter. Most of my conferences have been 
with Mr. Galbraith. 

Senator SMITH. You stated this morning that Mr. Pierce em- 
ployed you? 

Mr. Horxrns. Yes; exactly. 

Senator SMITH. And that you were paid a thousand dollars for 
that? 

Mr. Hovktns. Yes, sir; something like that, by Mr. Galbraith. 

Senator SmırH. Is that company a competitor with the Waers- 
Pierce Co.? 

Mr. Horxixs. Do you mean Cowdray’s company? 

Senaor SMITH. Yes. 


Mr. Horxins. Yes. 
Senator SmirH. Then, in your capacity as counsel for the revolu- 


tionary party, the Madero house, including all of them, and in your 
capacity as counsel for the Waters-Pierce Co., you want to be under- 
stood as saying that, so far as you know, neither of these people 
contributed any money toward the revolution 2 

Mr. Horgixs. Most positively. That is to say, I mean to assert 
that I know positively that the Waters-Pierce Oil Co. contributed 
absolutely nothing toward the revolution; and, as I said before, I 
do not believe that any other American interests contributed toward 
the Madero revolution. 

Senator HircucocK. What leads you to that belief? 

Mr. Horxins, Because my relations with them at that time were 
so close and my knowledge of their finances was such that I cer- 
tainly would have known it had there been any. 

Senator IircucocK. Then could you give the committee a little 
better idea of their finances? I have not got it clear. 

Mr. Hovxins. That is a little difficult. It has been some time ago, 
and things were going on a little hastily then. I told you this morn- 
ing I knew about the amount of money expended, and I know that 
toward the last they were near the end of their rope. 

senator Hrrencock. That was about $400,000? 


Mr. Horxtns. More or less. 
Senator Hircucock. And the whole cost of the revolution was a 


million and a half! 
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Mr. Hopgsins. Probably. 

Senator Hirrcucock. And the $400,000 they put in was in cash, 
without borrowing anything? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes. 

Senator Hrrcucocx. Where did the other $900,000 come from? 

Mr. Horxins. That is impossible for any human being to say, be- 
cause it came a few hundred dollars here and a few hundred dollars 
there; a few hundred dollars contributed by this person and that 
person—all Mexicans. 

Senator Hircucocx. Why are you positive in saying that they - 
were all Mexicans? 

Mr. Horxrns. Merely because of my very close association with, 
you might say, the leaders of the revolution, and being in daily corre- 
spondence with them and knowing their wants, and knowing their 
inability to get things that they did want. 

i Senator Hırcucocx. Were there regular lists of the contributors 
ept? 
{r. Hopkins. That I do not know. 

Senator Hırcucocx. How could you say positively that $100,000 
had not been borrowed in the United States? 

Mr. Hopkins. I can not say positively, but I am sure that if it 
had been I would have known it. 

Senator Hitcucock. Was any borrowed? 

Mr. Horxins. Not that I know of. I am positive that there was 
not any. 

Be SmiTtH. You tried to make a loan with this French 
banker ? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes; I sounded him—that is to say. There were 
never any negotiations. I suggested it. 

Senator Saito. What did you offer him for that? 

Mr. Horxins. I do not know of anything offered, Senator. There 
was no security suggested, of course, except the good faith of the 
revolutionary party. 

Senator SMITH. An obligation on the part of the leaders? 

Mr. Horxins. Oh, of course there would be an obligation. The 
revolutionary government was represented by what was termed a 
provisional government. 

Senator SMITH. Yes. 

Mr. Hopxtns. The headquarters of that government were in 
Madero’s camp. 

Senator SMITH. And those were the people that you represented? 

Mr. Horxins. Those were the people who were to be responsible. 

Senator Smitn. For this loan, if you had made it? 

Mr. Hopkins. For that loan, had any loan been made; but my 
mission was to sound; not to negotiate for or to conclude a loan. 

Senator SMITH. You spoke this morning of only going to two other 
yoo for this loan; one was Charles R. Flint and the other was 
Mr. Ivins? 

Mr. Hopxtns. Yes. 

Senator Smıru. How did it happen that you did not go to the 
Waters-Pierce people? 

Mr. Horxrns. I did not know them. 

Senator Smirn. You knew of them? 
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Mr. Horxıxs. Oh, yes; but I did not know them. It would have 
been very impudent in me to have gone to a corporation of that kind 
when I had nothing to do with them; was not acquainted with them. 

Senator SmirH. You did not know this French banker, did you? 

Mr. Horxins. Oh. ves: I knew him intimately. 

Senator Smıru: How long had you known him? 

Mr. Hopkins. Four or five vears. In fact, he had been a client of 
mine. 

Senator Smirnu. Had Mr. Flint been closely connected with you! 

Mr. Horxrns. All my life, and my father before me. 

Senator Smitu. And Mr. Ivins? 

Mr. Horxtns. Yes. 

Senator SMITH. And those were the only people that you attempted 
to make any loan with? 

Mr. Hornins. I did not attempt to make loans with them. I 
simply sounded them to ascertain if in the future a loan could be 
made. When I mentioned it to this French banker, I simply men- 
tioned $100,000 as a figure. ` 

Senator SmITH. Now, in fact, you were acting for the Madero 
party in that? 

Mr. Horxins: Yes. 

Senator Smiti. And was that a part of the services for which you 
were paid $50.000? i 

Mr. Horxins. I presume so: yes. Of course I was paid $50.000 
for my entire services as counsel, covering eight months. 

Senator Smiri. In gold? 

Mr. Horxiyxs. In gold. 

Senator Fann. Excuse me just a moment. Was this Mexican oil 
company you are speaking of the Aguila? 

Mr. Horkens. That is Cowdray’s company. 

Senator Fart. And the other? 

Mr. Hopxixs. Is the Waters-Pierce Oil Co. 

Senator Farr. Do you know anything about the Mexican Petro- 
lenm Co. ? 

Mr. Hopxtxs. No, sir. I know there is such a company. 

Senator Farr. In addition to this $50,000 that you received for 
your services, did vou receive an interest in any concession ? 
~ Mr. Tlorkins. No, sir. 

Senator Farr. No land or anything like that, no concession? 


Mr. Ilorxins. No, sir. 

Senator Fann. You are not interested now in anv concession in 
Chiapas! os : 

Mr. Horxrns. No, sir. May I made a remark there? 

Senator Farr. Certainly. 

Mr. Horxrns. I heard through a friend of mine that an article 
had been published in one of the Mexico City newspapers in which 
it was stated that Gustavo Madero and some others and myself were 
interested in a concession in Chiapas. So far as I am concerned. I 
never heard of such a thing until after my return to the United 
States. and the statement is absolutely and unqualifiedly untrue. I 
have absolutely no interest, direct or indirect, in any concession in 


AMfexico or anywhere else. 
Senator SMITH. Nor have you had? 


RS aame 
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Mr. Hopkins. Nor have I had nor any member of my family. 

Senator SĮmıTH. Nor any other person, to your knowledge? 

Mr. Hopkins. Neither directly nor indirectly in any way, shape, 
or form, contingent or otherwise. I want to make that as emphatic 
as possible. 

Senator SmxıTH. Now, what is the real title of this national rail- 
way? 

Mr. Horxıns. The National Railways of Mexico—the Ferrocarriles 
Nacionales de México. 

Senator Smiru. That does not include the Mexican Central, does it? 

Mr. Horxtins. Oh, yes, sir. It is a consolidation of the old Na- 
tional Railway and the Central and one or two other small roads. 
They were nationalized about 1907 and consolidated by the Govern- 
ment. ; 

Senator Smiru. You were interested in the railroad aspect of that 
situation ? 

Mr. Hopxrins. Yes; I was. 

Senator Smita. How? 

Mr. Hopkins. The leading cientificos had had themselves ap- 
pointed directors of the National Railways and of course were con- 
trolling the policy of that road to suit their own ends; and I had 
always thought, and Gustavo Madero alwavs thought, and others 
always thought, that those gentlemen should be gotten rid of as ex- 
peditiously as possible; and having the information that I had, they 
Ns Hi anxious to get it and use that in forcing them out, which 

ey did. 

Ael Hircnucock. In forcing whom out? 

Mr. Horxıns. In forcing them out. 

Senator HrrcicockK. Out of what? 

Senator SMITH. Out of the railways. 

Mr. Horxins. Forcing the cientificos out of the control of the 
National Railways. They had previously had themselves elected di- 
rectors. 

Senator Smirn. Now, the Government of Mexico owns the stock in 
those companies, does it not? 

Mr. Horxtns. Yes. 

Senator Smitn. Where are the securities held? 

Mr. Horpxins. Principally in the United States and in Europe. 

Senator.Smiry. Are there not some held in New York? 

Mr. Horxins. Oh, yes. 

Senator Smito. Who holds them? 

Mr. Horxrns. I suppose Spever & Co. hold a great many. I sup- 
pose Ladenburg, Thalman & Co. and Halgarten & Co. hold a great 
many. Isuppose Mr. Pierce owns some. In fact, he is said to be the 
largest individual holder. 

enator Farr. He was practically at the head of that road for 
years, was he not? 

Mr. Horxins. At the head of the Central. 

Senator SmirH. That is Henry Clay Pierce? 

Mr. Hopkins. Henry Clay Pierce; yes. I suppose that Kuhn, 
Loeb & Co. are also holders. Of course the French and English 
banks, too, are very large holders. 
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Senator Suita. This course that you outlined with reference to 
those railroads—the policy of Gustavo Madero and yourself—mi 
known to the security holders of these properties? 

Mr. Horxrns. No, sir. 

Senator SsritH. It was known to Henry Clay Pierce? 

Mr. Horxrns. Yes: it was afterwards known to him. Pardon me 
one moment. You asked me if it was known to the bankers! Ye: 


it became known to them. 

Senator SMITH. Yes. 

Mr. Horxrns. Through our acts. 

Senator S{ĮmırH. That constituted part of the plan to change the 
management and direction of those roads? 

Mr. Hopkins. Not the management; the directorate. 

Senator Satu. The directorate of those roads? 


Mr. Horxrns. Yes. 
Senator Smirn. Of those Mexican roads. And who took that 


matter up with you first ? 
Mr. Horgrns. I think it was Gustavo Madero who first spoke to 
me about it. 
Senator SmıTH. When? 
Mr. Horxins. Here in Washington. 
Senator SmırH. How long ago? 
Mr. Horxrns. During the revolution. 
Senator SMITH. At about what stage? 
Mr. Horktns. Probably about the middle of it. We talked it over 
at great length. 
Senator SxarH. Did you have any conferences in New York 
about it? 
Mr. Horxrns, No, sir. 
Senator S{mITH. Or anywhere else? 
Mr. Horkrns. No, sir. 
Senator SmīrH., And was the plan outlined between you and him! 
Mr. Hopxins. No, sir; there was no plan outlined at that time 
except that he made the declaration, and it was my understanding 
that his declaration had the approval of all the other leaders, that 
the cientificos ought not only to be ousted from the directorate of the 
Mexican National Railways. but ousted from all other positions held 
by them. That was a mere incident. 
‘Senator SmrrTH. What was to become of those railroads: was any 
plan discussed? 
Mr. Hopkins. No: except they were to be operated more for the 
benefit of the Government than heretofore. 
Senator S{mrrH. Was there any plan that ever came to vour atten- 
tion that calculated to turn those roads over to the security holders! 
Mr. Hopkins. Never. f 
Senator SMITH. You simply wanted to change the directorate and 
control af the properties? 
Mr. Horkins. Yes. 
Senator SMITH. And that met with the approval of practically 
everyone? 
Mr. Hopkins. Of practically everyone. 
Senator Satu. Of vour clients? ` 
Mr. Hornins. Yes. 
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Senator Smıru. Both Henry Clay Pierce and Madero? 

Mr. Horxgıns. I discussed the matter with Gustavo Madero at the 
time. I never discussed the matter with Mr. Henry Clay Pierce until 
after the revolution was over. 

Senator SmırH. Then what did you say? 

Mr. Hopkins. I advised him as to what was on foot, and he was 
very heartily in favor of it. 

Senator HrrcacocK. What was his interest in the matter? 

Mr. Hopkins. A shareholder. 

Senator SmirH. Security holder, was he not? 

Mr. Horxgıins. Yes. 

Senaor Hircucock. Do you mean he was the owner of stocks or 
bonds? 

Mr. Horxins. Both stocks and bonds. 

Senator Hircacock. Both stocks and bonds? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes, sir. He had a very vital interest in the man- 
agement of the National Railways. 

Senator Hitcucockx. Had the policy of the Mexican Government 
under Diaz and these cientificos been such as to impair the value of 
his holdings? 

Mr. Hopkins. I should say that they threatened to impair the value 
of everybody's holdings. 

Senator Samira. How? 

Mr. Horxrxs. By mismanagement in many respects. 

Senator Hrrencock. Had it occurred? 

Mr. Hopkins. I said it was imminent; the danger was imminent. 

Senator HircrHcock. What indicated it? 

Mr. Horkins. We go back to the Tehuantepec National Railway, 
which wag constructed, or reconstructed, by Lord Cowdray—or, 
rather, by Sir Weetman Pierson, as he was then. The construction 
of that railway cost the Mexican Government about twice what it 

was really worth. Lord Cowdray had a contract with the Mexican 
Government for the management of that railroad as managing part- 
ner with the Government, and it has always cost to operate that 
road probably one-third more than it would have had it been oper- 
ated otherwise. That is the reason. 

Senator Hircucock. That was not one of these railroads? 

Mr. Hopxins. That is not one of the roads in the National Rail- 
ways of Mexico. 

enator Hrrcncock. You are referring to these roads that you are 

speaking of. What was there actually to show that the securities 
were being impaired ? 

Mr. Horxurns. I will show you. It was the case of the National 
Tehuantepec Railroad. All Cowdray’s directors in his Aguila Oil 
Co. were made directors in the National Railways of Mexico, and 
certain of the leaders. so I was informed, conceived the idea that 
objectionable conditions which prevailed in connection with the 
maintenance and operation of the National Tehuantepec Railway 
might be applied to the National Railways of Mexico. 

Senator ALL. I would like to see if I can get that straightened 
out so that I can understand it. The National Railway of Mexico 
for many years was not identical with the National Railways of 

exico as they now stand? The Mexican Central Railway was 
under the direction of Mr. Henry Clay Pierce for many years? 
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Mr. Hopxins. He was chairman of the board of directors, as I 


understand. 
Senator FALL. And a large stockholder? 


Mr. Hopxins. Yes. 
Senator Fart. Who ran the National Railway of Mexico, properly 


speaking ? 

Mr. Horxtns. Who was in charge? 

Senator FaLL. At that time, of the consolidation. 

Mr. Horxrns. Well, I do not know, Senator. 

Senator FALL. It was an American, was it not? 

Mr. Horxrns. I do not know. 

Senator Fart. After the National Railways of Mexico were ac- 
quired bythe Mexican Government through this revolutionary party, 
Madero and others, who was the general manager and the president 
of the road? 

Mr. Hopkins. I think Mr. Brown was afterwards made president. 

Senator Fart. Who is the general manager and president of that 
road ? 

Mr. Horxrns. He is president of the road. 

Senator Farr. He is, although it is under the Mexican Railways! 

Mr. Horxrns. Yes. 

Senator Farı. Has there been any change in the management of 
the road that vou know of since the time the National Railways took 
it over, and Mr. Brown being president of it at that time? 

Mr. Horxrns. No, sir; so far as I know there has been no change 


in the management. l 
Senator Fant. Then Gustavo Madero must have been mistaken 


about the impairment. 

Mr. Horxtns. Senator, I referred to the menace. 

Senator Farr. They ran it for some time? 

Mr. Horxrns. Yes. 

Senator Farr. In fact, Mr. Hopkins, the only change that has been 
made is that every American in Mexico has been run off the National 
Railways—every employee? 

Mr. Horxins. Yes. 

Senator Farr. And that incompetent Mexicans have been em- 
ployed, and it has been almost impossible, even where they have not 
been interfered with by the rebels, for them to keep the trains run- 
ning; and President Madero a short time ago issued a proclamation 
to the Mexican employees to the effect that if they did not take more 
pains in running these railways he was going to take some steps to 
find competent employees? 

Mr. Horxins. I have heard that there were a great many com- 
plaints on account of new employees, Mexican employees, who were 
not properly trained; that is quite true. 

Senator Farr. The general management of the roads has remained 


just the same as it was? 

Mr. Horxins. Absolutely the same. 

Senator Farr. Under the cientificos method? 

Mr. Horxins. Yes. I think that the consolidated roads were 
started along right lines. I do not think there is any doubt about 
that. But, as I repeat, it was the menace of this board of directors. 

Senator Hrrcucock. You were starting to outline what this 


menace consisted of. I did not quite get that. 


Pa 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 2557 


Mr. Hopkins. I say I have to go back to the Tehuantepec Na- 
tional Railway matter, in which it is charged, openly and publicly, 
and figures have been introduced to prove the statement, that the 
railroad was constructed for just twice what it was worth. 

Senator Smiru. That is a question of construction, and not of 
management. 

Mr. Horxtns, Well, and it has also been managed from year to 
year for one-third more than should have been paid for the manage- 
ment: and, of course, by Lord Cowdray. And now Lord Cowdray’s 
directors in his Aguila Co., his supporters, and his business associates, 
were put as directors on the National Railways of Mexico, in which 
Lord Cowdray did not own a share, and, of course, many persons 
feared that the same methods that were applied to the Tehuantepec 
National Railway would be applied to the National Railways of 
Mexico. 

Senator FaLL. Now, for years and years before the National Rail- 
ways of Mexico had been organized, the railways had been run by this 
management, and for years and years prior to the acquisition by the 
Mexican Railways of the Mexican Central? 

Mr. Horxins. That is right as far as the minor officials are con- 
cerned. 

Senator Fatt. And no change was made even after the National 
Railways were acquired by the Madero people? Since they were 
ousted no change has been made in the management ? 

Mr. Horxins. There has been a complete change in the directorate. 

Senator Faru. Yes; but, the management ? 

Mr. Horxrns. The personnel and policy management has been the 
same. 

Senator FALL. Yes. 

Mr. Horxins. The executive heads of the railroad are identical; 
most of them are Americans. 

Senator Smiru. There was a well-defined plan, according to your 
testimony, originated either by yourself or some one else, by which 
Henry Clay Pierce and Gustavo Madero were to reform the National 
Railways? 

Mr. Horxtns. No, sir; not reform the Nation Railways, but sim- 
ply to change the board of directors: to put in better men. 

Senator Smirn. To get the other fellows out? 

Mr. Horxrns. Yes. 

Senator Smiru. To get the Diaz people out? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes; and to remove the Cowdray menace. 

Senator SurruH. And was that at the bottom of your interest in 
the matter? 

Mr. Hopkins. In what matter? 

Senator Smitu. In this railway matter? 

Mr. Horkins. Yes. 

Senator Smirn. You spoke of that early this morning. 

Mr. Horxins. Yes. 

Senator Smirxu. That was at the bottom of your plan? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes. 

Senator Suirn. And that had the approval of Mr. Pierce? 

Mr. Hopkins. No, sir. 

Senator Smitt. And Mr. Madero? 
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Mr. Hopkins. No, sir. This matter was a matter between Gus- 
tavo Madero, some others, and myself. Mr. Pierce I did not even 
know at that time. I never knew Mr. Pierce until after the revolu- 
tion was over. l 

Senator Hrrcucock. Then, to find out what was Madero’s interest 
in it: Was he a stockholder? 

Mr. Horxtns. No, sir; he was a Mexican. 

Senator Hrrcucock. What was his interest? 

Mr. Horxrns. He had simply a patriotic interest in it. 

Senator Hircucock. It was pure patriotism? 

Mr. Horxrins. Yes. 

Senator SmirH. Was there ever any intention, or did you hear any 
talk, that these railroads were to be turned over to the security 
holders? 

Mr. Hopkins. Oh, yes; I read charge after charge in the senss- 
tional Mexican papers down there opposed to President Madero 
that there were schemes on foot of that nature, but I do not think 
anybody ever paid any attention to them. 

nator SMITH. What do you think of it? 

Mr. Horxrns. I think it is absolutely absurd. 

Senator Smit. You think they are satisfied to get in on the 
directorate ? . 

Mr. Hopxtns. Yes; to get the objectionable ones off the board. 

Senator SMITH. And let the matter rest there? 

Mr. Hopxins. Yes. The bankers are also so well represented on 
that directorate that I think there would be little chance of a mishap. 

Senator Faun. Are any of these security holders interested with 


the American Fruit Co. ? 
Mr. Horxtins. You mean the United Fruit Co. ? 


Senator Farr. Yes. 

Mr. Horxrns. Senator, the only person that I know of that might 
have associated between the two would be Mr. Bradley W. Palmer, 
who is general counsel of the United Fruit Co., and who, I believe, 
represented some large Boston interests in connection with the con- 
solidation. He was once a director. I do not think, however, that 
Mr. Palmer has any present interests in the National Railways of 
Mexico. If he has, I do not know it. Of course, he probably has 
some interest in the Northwestern Railroad and an indirect interest 
in the Pan American road which they are building through Chiapas 
down into Guatemala, because his client, Mr. Keith, has purchased 
the Northern Guatemala and the Guatemala Central, with which the 
Pan American is to connect. That is all. 

Senator Fart. Do you know whether those people have an idea 
of connecting the Mexican national lines with those Central Ameri- 


can lines? 
Mr. Hopxrns. I suppose they will have to be connected, Senator. 


I do not see any other way than that. 

Senator Farr. Do you know whether Mr. Van Horne or Mr. Pear- 
son are interested with them ? 

Mr. Horxrns. I do not know, Senator. 

Senator Farı. Do you know whether they are interested with 
them ? 

Mr. Horxrns. I understand so. I happen to have been in Guate- 
mala, and I happen to know that the Northern Railway of Guate- 
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mala, as you perhaps know, is owned by Mr. Keith, Gen. Hubbard, 
and Sir William Van Horne jointly, and they and certain of their 
associates have recently purchased the road that runs from the capi- 
tal down to the west coast, which will connect with the Pan Ameri- 
can. 

Senator Farr. And Sir William Van Horne was interested in 
the Pearson-Farquhar syndicates and electric light plant in the City 
of Mexico? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes; I think so. 

Senator Faun, And they also owned the Mexican Northwestern? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes. 

senator Farr. And he is one of the directors of the Pacific Cen- 
tral? 

Mr. Horpxrins. Yes. 

Senator Fatt. And is it not generally understood that there will 
be a railroad line extending from Panama to Canada when it is 
opened up? : 

Mr. Horxtns. Yes. You can go by rail to-day from Montreal, 
Canada, to Guatemala City. 

Senator HITCHCOCK. Was D. E. Thompson connected with this 
Mexican Railroad ? 

Mr. Hopkins. Do you refer to the ex-ambassador ? 

Senator Hrrcncock. Yes. 

Mr. Horxrns. No, sir; I think he simply acted as an intermediary 
in the matter of the purchase of one of them. 

Senator Hitcucock. That is, its sale to the Mexican Government? 

Mr. Horxrns. Yes; to the national railways, under the cientifico 
régime, and he made a very substantial profit by the transactions. 

enator FaLL. Let me ask you again: Do you not think it was 
really the desire of Gustavo Madero to possibly assist persons who 
were kind to him, or with whom he was acting, to get rid of the 
directors of Cowdray’s railway—that is, the Pearson syndicate—who 
were also directors in E] Aguila? Some of those were directors also 
of the Mexican National. 

Mr. Hopxins. Luis Riba, Pablo Macedo, Landa y Escandon, Por- 
firio Diaz, jr., and other of this group were all Cowdray’s friends 
and supporters; and when through his influence and through their 
own they were put, you might say, in command of the National Rail- 
ways, some of the stockholders began to sit up and take notice, as 
they feared that the same methods that had been applied to the 
Tehuantepec National Railway would be applied to the National 
Railways of Mexico and thereby very seriously interfere with the 
dividends. 

Senator Farr. Afterwards the Mexican Central was acquired by 
the Mexican Railways and Pearson was perfectly satisfied with that 
arrangement ? 

Mr. Hopxrns. He had nothing to do with it; that consolidation 
was made possible and effected through Mr. Pierce. 

Senator FALL. As a matter of fact, the Mexican Central Railroad 
ka ea paying only a very low price when that arrangement was 
made 

Mr. Hopxins Yes. 

Senator Faux. And, in fact, after it became a part of the Mexican 
Railways, it became a paying institution ? 
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Mr. Horxrns. Undoubtedly | 
Senator FALL. So that at the time Gustavo Madero was patriot- 


ically wanting to get rid of its directorate, the railway was a paying 

institution, which had not been a paying institution in the past! 

Mr. Horxins. Yes; thanks to the New York board. It was the 
menace that stirred the shareholders. 

Senator Farr. And Pierce still retained some interest in that roa! 

Mr. Horxins. Oh, yes. I do not think that Mr. Pierce, who was 
chairman of the New York board, was so alarmed as some others. 

Senator Farr. And Mr. Pierce was formerly interested in other 
business in Mexico? 

Mr. Hopkins. Very materially. 

Senator Farr. And Cowdray was interested? 

Mr. Horktns. Was his competitor. 

Senator Fart. Was his competitor; yes. 

Mr. Hornins. He was. 

Senator Fart. As a matter of fact, Cowdray was considered to le 
the one partner that Diaz had ever had in Mexico? | 

Mr. oan Yes. 

Senator Far. And as a part of Pierce’s scheme to down Cowdray 
thoroughly he was getting rid of Diaz’s friends in the Cowdray 
properties and in the oil company which was a competitor of Pierce? 

Mr. Horxins. Yes, sir. He desired, I suppose, to get rid of Cow- 
dray’s directors in the National Railways. in which Cowdray did 
not own a share and in which he, Pierce, was the largest individual 
security holder. It was a case of protecting himself against piracy. 

Senator Farr. And Pierce had sold a road which was not pay- 
ing to the Cowdray associates, and they had brought it up at that 
time, and Madero wanted to take the control away from him? 

Mr. Horxins. That is true only to a limited extent. When Mr. 
Pierce sold the Central to the Mexican Government his dealings 
were with Mr. Limantour, and not with Cowdray’s associates. At 
that time the road was, I have understood, on a prosperous basis, 
and its stock worth four or five times as much as when Mr. Pierce 
bought it. Cowdray had no interest as a shareholder in this business. 

Senator Fart. Then, I do not see where his patriotism came in. 
That is a matter of judgment, of course. 

Mr. Horxins. This was not alone the view of Gustavo Madero, 
but it was the view of everyone connected with the revolutionary 
movement. 

Senator SmitH. What was the motive? 

Mr. Horxrys. The motive was to get rid of the cientificos on the 
board of directors, who were also political reactionaries and enemies 
of the revolution. 

Senator Smirn. Was not the motive—one of the motives of the 
revolution—to get control of these properties? 

Mr. Horxrns. No. The proof of it is that they have not taken 
any special control, except to remove opportunity for graft; they 
have not taken, certainly, as much control as the Diaz government 


exercised. l 
Senator SmirH. That does not quite answer the question. 
Mr. Horxıns. I should say no. I should not say that that was a 


special motive. 
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Senator SmirH. It all works out in the wash? 

Mr. Horxins. I should say that was a mere house-cleaning inci- 
dent. 

Senator Hrrcucocx. Were the directors allowed to remain? 

Mr. Hopxins. No, sir; they were forced out. 

Senator Hrrcuoock. They were forced out? 

Mr. Horxins. Yes. 

Senator Hirencock. And new directors were put in satisfactory 
to Pierce and Madero? 

Mr. Horxins. No, sir; not satisfactory to Pierce, but satisfactory 
to President Madero. Mr. Pierce was not consulted. I do not 
understand that he cared who the new directors were, so long as 
they were square. 

Senator Hircucock. I understood you to say Madero and Pierce 
were operating together? 

Mr. Horkins. No, sir; I said that their views were harmonious 
about getting rid of objectionable characters. 

Senator Hircucock. And Madero was actuated by patriotism ? 

Mr. Horxins. Absolutely and entirely, and I can tell you that 
it is susceptible of proof that the Government of which Mr. Madero 
is president did not consult Mr. Pierce when the new directorate 
was selected. Furthermore, the bulk of changes were not made until 
the annual meeting of stockholders in October, 1911, and then in 
the manner prescribed by law. 

Senator Hircucock. You say that Madero and Pierce operated 
together? 

Mr. Horxtys. No, sir; I repeat that their views were harmonious. 
There was absolutely no connection. I also repeat that I did not 
even know Mr. Pierce; I did not know anyone connected with him, 
and I had never spoken with anyone acting for him until the revolu- 
tion was over. 

Senator Hircucocx. You spoke of being retained by him. 

Mr. Horxtys. Not long after the revolution, but after the revolu- 
tion had ceased. 

Senator Hircucock. To assist in getting them out? 

Mr. Hopkins. To assist in giving due publicity 

Senator Hrrcucock. In getting out those directors that Madero 
wanted to get out? ; 

Mr. Horxins. Yes: only Mr. Madero did not have to cooperate. 

Senator Hyrcucock. So that both Pierce and Madero were co- 
operating, and you were acting for both of them? 

Mr. Horxixs. They had ideas in common. But Mr. Madero as 
president could have removed any director whenever he wished, but 
refrained from such a radical course. I was not acting for Mr. 
Madero naturally at this time. 

Senator Smirn. That was the first connection that you admitted 
this morning, was the railway aspect of it? 

Mr. Horxins. Yes. 

Senator Suirn. As a matter of fact, it is rather an incident, if 
you may treat it as such 

Mr. Horxtys. Yes. It is an incident. 

Senator Smirn (continuing). Of the revolution. This evolution 
of the railroad properties down there is all an incident to the revo- 
lution, of course. It could not have occurred if Diaz had remained? 
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Mr. Horxins. You mean the directors would not have been forced 


out if Diaz had remained? 

Senator SMITH. I mean these changes would not have taken place! 

Mr. Horpxrns. No; probably not. 

Senator Smitu. But you went down there to bring these weak- 
nesses to the attention of the Mexican people? 

Mr. Horxkrns, Yes. 

Senator SmitH. With a view to bringing about just what has taken 
place, did you not? 

Mr. Horxrins. Yes. 

Senator Smiru. That has been a part of your service? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes. — 

Senator Fatt. Mr. Hopkins, of course, you were here, I presume, 
and not at Juarez, when the attack was made at Juarez which was 


finally successful ? 
Mr. Horxtns. I was in Washington. 
Senator Farr. But you are very familiar, of course, with what was 


done there? 
Mr. Horxins. Yes; very familiar. 
Senator Fatt. Why was it that Madero did not want Juarez 


attacked at the time it was attacked, and why was it he ordered his 
troops out? 
Mr. Horxtns. There have been many explanations made of that. 
Senator Farr. Do you know his father! 
Mr. Horxrns. Yes, sir; very well, indeed. 
Senator Farr. His father, who was on here and in New York and 


in Washington ? 

Mr. Horxrns. Yes. 

Senator Farr. His father was not originally in favor of the Madero 
revolution, was he? 

Mr. Horxrns. That is true, sir, as I have understood it. 

Senator Farr. That he was not? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes, sir; his sympathies, I have heard, were very 
doubtful before the outbreak. 

Senator Far. He came on here. Were you with him in New York! 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes. I saw him there. 

Senator FaLL. At the Belmont Hotel? 

Mr. Horxins. At the Belmont and at the Astor. 

Senator Fatt. Was José Y. Limantour with him at the Belmont 


at the time? 
Mr. Horxrns. No, sir; he came to the Astor afterwards, where a 


special suite of rooms had been prepared. 

Senator Far. Mr. Limantour was at that time what we know 4s 
the secretary of the treasury, was he not? 

Mr. Horxins. The minister of finance. 

Senator Farr. And he was also a director in this oil company, was 
he not, of Cowdray ? 

Mr. Horxtns. No, sir; he was one of the few men among the 
cientificos whose skirts were clean. 

Senator Farr. Was he not a director in the Mexican National 
Railways? 

Mr. Hopkins. As minister of finance he was, ex officio, a director, 

Senator Farr. And was a special appointment made, and was there 
a conference between Madero, sr., an r. Limantour ? 
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Mr. Hopkins. And also Dr. Francisco Vasquez Gomez. 

Senator Farı. That was immediately upon Limantour’s return 
from France, was it not? 

Mr. Hopxtins. Yes; a little prior to going to Mexico. 

Senator Farr. Do you remember a newspaper report of an inter- 
view with Mr. Limantour, just as he was leaving France? 

Mr. Horxins. Yes; very well. 

Senator Farr. With reference to Mexican affairs? 

Mr. Horxins. Very well. 

Senator Fatt. Do you remember that Mr. Creel issued a denial 
from Mexico City that any such report could have any authenticity ? 

Mr. Hopkins. Very well. 

Senator Farr. In that interview Mr. Limantour practically stated 
that Diaz ought to get out of the presidency. 

Mr. Horxins. Quite true. | 

Senator FALL. And then Limantour went to New York and had 
there a conference with Francesco. 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes. 

Senator Farr. Don Francesco, sr., then went down to San An- 
tonio, and afterwards followed his son in the field with Orozco, fol- 
lowed his son down into the camp, and came back with him a portion 
of the way, at least, up to Juarez. Now, do you know whether the 
negotiations then pending between José Limantour and Francisco, 
sr., had anything to do with the orders issued by Madero, now Presi- 
of Mexico, to Orozco and others, not to attack Juarez? 

Mr. Horxnins. Yes. 

Senator Farr. May I ask the source of your information ? 

Mr. Hopkins. From the very first I have not fallen back at all on 
my right to decline to answer. 

Senator Smirn. No; you have been very good. 

Mr. Horxins. And Iam not going to do it now. My source of 
information was Dr. Francisco Vasquez Gomez and José Vasconcelos 

Senator Farr. Do you know what the purport of those negotiations 
had been between Limantour and the elder Madero, news of which 
was carried to Francisco Madero, now president, and which pending 
negotiations caused him, or were purported to have caused him, to 
order Orozco not to make an attack on Juarez? 

Mr. Horxrns. Let me answer that. I want to answer it a little 
more in extenso. 

Senator FALL. Yes. 

Mr. Horxins. Those negotiations, the pendency of those negotia- 
tions, and the apprehension with which Francisco Madero was in- 
spired that any attack by him on Juarez, and which might lead to 
casualties on the American side, might be followed by intervention 
on the part of the United States. 

Senator FALL. Well, these negotiations which occurred in New 
York, and a report of which was taken by Francisco Madero, sr., to 
Francisco Madero, jr., had nothing to do with the fear of casualties 
on this side. 

Mr. Horxins. No, sir; they were two separate and distinct points. 

Senator FaLL. What were those negotiations? 

Mr. Horxins. They were negotiations looking to a compromise. 

Senator Fatt. Was any money offered? 
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Mr. Horxins. Not that I know of. 

Senator Nmr. Did you hear of any? 

Mr. Horxrns. No, sir. Of course. I read the usual rumors in the 
newspapers, but that is all I ever heard. 

Senator FALL. Now, vou got your own knowledge from these par- 
ties, either of them we have been talking about, these revolutions, 
or from Mr. Limantour, and of your own knowledge, then. you do 
not know whether Limantour at that time offered certain financial 
inducements which caused Mr. Francisco I. Madero to order a re- 


treat of his forces from Juarez? 


Mr. Hovkins. No, sir. 
Senator Fart. Did vou ever, from any source of information. 


learn what report. if any. Limantour made to President Diaz in the 
Citv of Mexico, with reference to the revolution? 

Mr. Horxins. No, sir: I never learned. 

Senator Fart. Do you know whether any information was con- 
veved by himself or by any representative of President Diaz. wih 
the knowledge of any of the revolutionists or of yourself, to Presi- 
dent Diaz. as to what might occur in the event the revolution went 
on. with reference to the possibility of American intervention! 

Mr. Horkins. I can net say that I have any such knowledge, per- 
sonally. 

Senator Fanti. Do vou know anything about the financial condi- 
tion of the house of Madero at the time of the outbreak of this revo- 


. lution? 

Mr. Horxtns. No, sir. 

Senator Fart. Do you know anything about any judgments which 
were of record in various cities in Mexico against the house o 
Madero and individual members of the family? 

Mr. Hopxixs. Do vou mean judgments which were rendered by 
the courts subsequent to the outbreak of the revolution? 

Senator Fart. Well, at the time, and 

Mr. Horxrys. I have understood that parties were encouraged to 
bring suits against them, and that various judgments were rendere 
against individual members of the family. and that the Government 
sought to intervene in the affairs of the Bank of Nueva Leon for the 
purpose of injuring them as much as possible, and that agents of the 
Government were sent down to Nueva Leon for the purpose of taking 
charge of their affairs. 

Senator SMITH. Do vou mean these claims were fictitious? 

Mr. Hopkins. Not necessarily fietitious. 

Senator SMITH. Annoying’ 

Mr. Horgins. Yes. 

Senator SMITH. Do vou mean that the whole power of the Gov- 
ernment was being exerted to enforce the collection of those claims 
in a very onerous way? 

Mr. Horktns. Yes. 

Senator Farr. You do not know. of yourself, as to whether those 
judgments were obtained upon genuine claims, or, as some of them 
claim. upon fictitious claims? 

Mr. Horktns. No. sir: I do not: though I heard that they were 
framed up like the case against Mr. Sanchez Azcona. 

Senator Farr. Do vou know Mr. Moir? 
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Mr. Hopxtins. No, sir. 

Senator Farr. Do you know anything bout the rubber business 
of the Madero family ? 

Mr. Hopkins, Only in a general way. 

Senator Farr. You had nothing to do with financing their affairs? 

Mr. Horxrns. I had absolutely nothing whatever to do with their 
affairs at all. 

Senator Farr. I did not know whether you had been their finan- 
cial agent in any way. 

Mr. Horxtns. No, sir; nothing of that sort. 

Senator Farr. Do you know whether Gustavo Madero, in the city 
of El Paso, received monev from the Continental Rubber Co. ? 

Mr. Hopkins. No, sir; I do not; and I doubt it very much, for the 
reason that I know that Gustavo was about at the end of his bank 
account at that time and that the capture of Juarez and the consequent 
ability of the revolutionists to enjoy the receipts of the customhouse 
rendered his official position much easier. 

Senator Fatt. Do you know whether, immediately upon the cap- 
ture of Juarez, Gustavo Madero made and secured the cashing of 
drafts on banks in the City of Mexico to the amount of $150,000? 

A Horkins. No: I do not know anything about those operations 
at all. 

Senator Fart. Do you know where Gustavo Madero is now ? 

Mr. Horxins. He was in Mexico City the last that I knew. 

Senator Fart. Did you have anything to do with the purchase of 
any arms or ammunition here for the revolutionists ? 

ir. Hopkins. No, sir; I never purchased any. Except during the 
Spanish War, when I was concerned in the purchase of some mate- 
rials of war for our own Government, I never purchased a gun in 
my life—that is. personally. | 

Senator Smit. You knew they were purchased here? 

Mr. Hopxrns. Yes. 

Senator Fart. You knew who purchased them, did you not? 

Mr. Hopxtns. Yes. 

Senator Farr. I do not want to appear to be contentions. Cer- 
tainly I am not asking anything that I intend to be in any objection- 
able way; but you, as a matter of fact, have had a good deal to do with 
revolutions, have you not? 

Mr. Hopxtns. I have had, Senator, something to do with them; 
yes, sir; also in maintaining certain constituted governments. 

Senator Smirn. You knew that Zelaya was going to be put out of 
the Presidency of Nicaragua some time before he was? 

Mr. Horxins. Yes, sir. 

Senator Samira. And you imparted your knowledge to people in 
Europe, did you not? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes. I imparted the information to a friend of 
mine named Otto Fuerth, whom I had known for a number of years 
and who had vital interests in that Republic, and I did not want to 
see him make a loss, and I gave him a little quiet information. 

Senator Smirnu. Your information was in the nature of rather 
positive information, coming direct, as to what was going to happen? 

Mr. Hopxins. I knew exactly what was going to happen. I knew 
that nothing could save Zelaya. 


aie me meee 
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Senator Smiru. That came directly from our Government! 

Mr. Hoprxtins. I should not say directly from our Government, 
Senator. I knew what was going to happen before our Government 
did, and eg aes Zelaya’s loan from going through. I am also free 
to say that I received a great many hints that things were going to 
happen. I knew the sentiment in the Department of State and elx- 
where, and felt that if a revolution once started on the east coast of 
Nicaragua Zelaya was lost. 

Senator FALL. A copy of that letter, or what purports to be a 
copy of that letter, is in the hands of this committee by a very pecu- 


liar incident. 
Mr. Horxins. I do not believe there is anything in the letter that 


I should be ashamed of. 
Senator Faru. I do not mean that to be assumed, at all. I have 
not a transcript of the matter here before me, but it showed you were 


familiar with revolutions. 
Mr. Horxrns. I was. I am free to admit that I did everything 
I could to drive both Zelaya and Madriz out of Nicaragua. I do 


not think I ever worked any harder in my life than I did on that 
case. This pair both sought the hospitality of the cientificos ım 


Mexico upon their overthrow. 
Senator Faun. And you say you do not know the Mexican Petro- 


leum Co. ? 

Mr. Horxrns. I know the name of the Mexican Petroleum Co. I 
think there is a Mexican Oil Co. and a Mexican Petroleum Co., but 
I do not identify them particularly. | 

Senator Farr. Do you know Ed Doheney ? 

Mr. Horkrys. I know who he is. 

Senator Farr. And Mr. Canfield, his partner? 

Mr. Hopkins. Now, if you will pardon me, the Mexican Petroleum 
Co. is Doheney’s company, which is, I think, a very large exporter 
of oil, and the understanding is that they have arrived at an under- 
standing or something more with the Standard. 

Senator Farr. That the Mexican Government have certain con- 


cessions? 
Mr. Horxıns. I do not know anything about that. 


Senator Farr. Do you know about what is known as the Adler 


concession, a pipe-line concession in Vera Cruz? l 

Mr. Horxins. Yes. I can assure you that the Adler concession 1s 
not worth the paper it is written on, and Mr. Madero has so indi- 
cated. As soon as he found out what 

Senator Farı. But Mr. Madero himself made a personal request 
of the Congress that the pipe-line concession should be granted. 

Mr. Horxıns. It could not have been that pipe-line concession. 
I do not think Mr. Madero ever made such a personal request. l 
think your information is in error in that respect. The Adler ipe- 
line concession was first obtained from the Legislature of the State 


of Vera Cruz, and was subsequently confirmed by the Federal Gov- 
ernment, and as soon as the matter was brought to the attention f 


Mr. Madero, I think the word went out that the concession wou 


not be worth much. 
Senator Far. It was, however, confirmed after his accession? 


Mr. Horxıns. Oh, yes. 
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Senator Hircucockx. How could the word go out that it would not 
be worth anything? | 

Mr. Hopkins. I understood that the declaration was made by a 
member of the cabinet, which indicated to all persons—— 

Senator SMITH. A member of the cabinet of the Mexican Gov- 
ernment ? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes. That indicated to all persons interested in the 
shipment of oil that this concession would never be of much value 
to anyone. 

Senator Hrrcncocx. What did that mean? 

Mr. Horxins. Exactly what the language implied. 

Senator Hitcucock. That the Government would repudiate it ? 

Mr. Hopkins. Not that the Government would repudiate it, but 
that the Government would not regard with favor its carrying out. 

Senator Hitcucockx. What is the difference? 

Mr. Horxins. Almost any construction can be placed upon it. I 
do not think it is President Madero’s idea, and I do not think it is 
the idea of the present administration of Mexico, to issue any con- 
cession which could be called monopolistic. I do not think it is the 
idea of Mr. Madero’s Government to invite into Mexico any corpo- 
rations who have any such ideas or principles; and I think it was in 
harmony with that policy that this hint was given out. I am giving 
you this information purely by hearsay. 

Senator Smira. They granted it in the first instance right after 
they came into power? 

Mr. Horxins. Yes. It was granted under a misapprehension. 

Senator Smiru. They granted it after they came into power? 

Mr. Horxins. The State of Vera Cruz granted that concession as 
one of our States would grant n piro or franchise, and then it had 
to be confirmed by the Federal Government, and it was confirmed by 
publication in the Diario Official. 

Senator Farr. El Aguila was the Cowdray Oil Co.? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes. 

Senator Fatt. Madero went to work to do all he could to break 
down the Cowdray influence in Mexico? 

Mr. Hopkins. He has followed the law, and I have heard of none 
of the Cowdray concessions having been forfeited or repudiated. 

Senator FaLL. Then the Mexican Petroleum Co. did get very valu- 
able pipe-line concessions. exclusive concessions ! 

Mr. Hopkins. No, sir; the Mexican Petroleum Co. did not get the 
Adler concessions, although it may have obtained one to pipe its oil 
from its wells to tidewater. 

Senator Farr. Well, allied interests? 

r. Hopkins. As I understand it, the Adler pipe-line concession 
was the only large concession granted for piping oil down there. As 
I understand it, that concession has never been transferred; and as I 
further understand it, it has practically lapsed by limitation and 
about ceased to exist. | 

Senator Farı. The Mexican Petroleum Co., at any rate, is now 
doing a large business in Mexico? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes; very large with the Standard. 

Senator Fart. You keep fairly posted with reference to the stock 
market, and things of that kind, in Mexico? 
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Mr. Horkrns. I do in regard to some of the very large companies. 

Senator Fart. Do you know what.the shares of the Mexican Pe 
troleum Co. were worth before the Madero revolution became sut- 
cessful ? ; 

Mr. Horxrns. No, sir; I do not. 

Senator Fatt. Do you know what they are worth now! 

Mr. Horxrns. The last I saw, they were worth seventy-odd. 

Senator Fan.. I think 85 was the last Potation, There has been a 
very large increase from what they were? 

Mr. Hopkins. A very large indrease. That increase has taken 
place since the Mexican Petroleum Co. arrived at an understanding 


with the Standard Oil Co. 


Senator Faun. Yes. : 
Mr. Hopkins. And, as I understand. it is the Standard Oil Co. 


money that has enabled the Mexican Petroleum Co. to strengthen 
itself there. 

Senator Farr. Yes; and do you know whether Doheney and Can- 
field are interested in the Mexican Petroleum Co., or whether it is 
practically owned by the Standard Oil Co.? 

Mr. Horxtns. They still manage it, I may say. According to com- 
mon report, however, this company is controlled, if not owned, by the 
Standard Oil Co. I know on one occasion they were a little hard 
up for money. and all they had to do was to go to No. 26 Broadway, 
where thev got $400,000 within a few minutes. 

Senator Smirn. To the Standard Oil Co.’s offices? 

Mr. Hopxrns. Yes. Will you permit me to insert something in 


the record ? 
Senator Smirn. Yes. 
Mr. Horgıns. I should like it to be distinctly understood, since 


my name has been mentioned in connection with the Waters-Pierce 
Oil Co., that that company is not a Standard Oil Company, and has 
used every endeavor at its command to divorce any interests which it 
might have had in common from the Standard; that the Waters- 
Pierce Oil Co. has done more than anvone else to keep the Standard 
out of Mexico, and has been and is its greatest enemy in that coun- 
try. I just want to get that in the record. ` 

Senator Hircucock. Will you state when that divorce began! 

Mr. Horxrns. Yes. 

Senator Farr. And state how long that fight has been going on! 

Mr. Hopkins. I can tell the whole story. _ 

Senator Hircucock. Just state its beginning. 

Mr. Hopkins. I do not know that I can state the date of its be- 
ginning with absolute accuracy, but it was long before the revolu- 


tion broke out. 

Senator Smitu. How long? 

Mr. Hopkins. At least two or three years. 

Senator SMITH. Yes. ` 

Senator Hircucock. At that time did not the Standard Oil Co. 
control a majoritv interest in the Waters-Pierce Co. ? 

Mr. Horxins. The Standard Oil Co. obtained, surreptitiously, some 
outstanding stock in the Waters-Pierce Oil Co., which gave it a con- 
trol. Then it attempted to exercise that control; but, as I under- 
stand it, Mr. Henry Clay Pierce was enabled to balk the Standard, 
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not only in Missouri but in Texas, and as the result the Standard 
was driven from Texas as well as from Missouri. At the present 
time Mr. Pierce has all the stock of the Waters-Pierce Co. The 
Standard Oil Co. has none. 

Senator Hitcucock. I thought the Standard Oil Co. controlled the 
Waters-Pierce Co.? 

Mr. Hopxins. Mr. Pierce has compelled the Standard Oil Co. to 
sell its stock, and he owns it outright now; he and his friends, of 
one The Standard Oil Co. owns nothing in the Waters-Pierce 

O. 

Senator Hırcacocxk. Did not the Standard Oil Co. own a con- 
trolling interest of the Waters-Pierce Co. at the time the Mexican 
revolution broke out? . 

Mr. Horxıxs. Yes; and under a decree of the Supreme Court of 
the State of Missouri the Standard Oil Co. was enjoined from exer- 
cising any control over the Waters-Pierce Oil Co. or its business, or 
doing any business with the Waters-Pierce Oil Co., or doing any 
business in the State of Missouri. 

Senator Hircucock. Yes; but this is the point: If the Standard 
Oil Co. controlled the Waters-Pierce Oil Co. at the time the revolu- 
tion broke out, does it not then follow that anything done by the 
Waters-Pierce Oil Co. at that time was practically done by the 
Standard Oil Co.? 

Mr. Hopkins. No, sir; because the Standard Oil Co. did not con- 
trol the Waters-Pierce Oil Co. 

alor Faur. You mean, did not control the management, do you 
not § 

Mr. Horxins, Did not control the management, business, or pol- 
icv. The only connection that the Standard Oil Co. had with the 
Waters-Pierce Oil Co. was that it owned stock in it. It had abso- 
lutely nothing to do with the Waters-Pierce Co. That was the great 
bone of contention. 

Senator Faun. It controlled the stock but not the management ? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes. 

Senator Farr. And, as a matter of fact, the fight between the two 
' companies in Mexico was a fight between the parent and child? 
Henry Clay Pierce wanted to keep control of that territory in which 
his company had been organized ? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes; and as a result the Standard Oil Co. has what 
we may call an arrangement with the Cowdray interests and with the 
Doheney interests, and has made contracts with them, as a result of 
which the Standard Oil Co. to-day practically controls the entire 
output of crude oil in Mexico, a very serious thing, that will doubt- 
less, in due course, receive proper consideration. 

Senator Fai. Pierce, then, was not successful in his fight with 
them down there since the revolution ? 

Mr. Horxrns. Not yet. Furthermore, I think, since this subject 
has been touched upon, I may add that the Standard Oil Co.—that is, 
John D. Archbold, Teagle, Folger, and the crowd at 26 Broadway— 
organized in Texas some time ago, keeping their interest secret, of 
course, a company called the Magnolia Petroleum Co., as the result of 
which they are now under indictment by w Federal grand jury for 
Violation of the Sherman Act, and, according to Attorney General 
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Wickersham, will be reindicted next month and tried in February. 
About four months ago—of course this was before they were found 
out—that company purchased some 400 acres of land, surreptitiously. 
at Tampico, and the Standard Oil Co. sent down its own men to go 
over the land and survey it and purchase it for the Magnolia Co., all 
the while denying they had any interest in it. They were to erect, 
and will erect, on that land an immense refinery, and with that as 8 
base and with the possible consolidation with the Aguila Oil Co. they 
will endeavor to monopolize the oil business in Mexico, precisely as 
they did in this country until recently; all of which I think will be 
very bitterly opposed by the Madero administration and the Federal 


Government of Mexico. 
Senator SMITH. You speak of their going to the Standard ofice 


and getting a check for $400,000. 

Mr. Horxtns. Yes; Mr. Doheney, whose Mexican petroleum com- 
pany is now controlled by the Standard. 

Senator Smrrn. How did you know about that? 

Mr. Horxrns. I was informed of it the same day. 

Senator SmitH. By whom? 

Mr. Horxtns. The information came from a man in the office of 
the Standard Oil Co., and was communicated to a gentleman who 
informed me. I really do not think it is proper that I should men- 
tion his name, unless there is some urgent necessity for it. 

Senator SmitH. Was it Mr. Pierce? 

Mr. Horxrns. No, sir. 

Senator Smitn. Was it Gustavo Madero? 

Mr. Horxrns. No, sir. This was in the summer of 1911—in Au- 
gust or September, I think. 

Senator Smitu. It was not the secretary of the president! 

Mr. Horkrns. No, sir. This was in New York; this took place in 
New York, while I was in New York myself. 

Senator Suiru. I understand. 

Mr. Horxrns. On the same day that it happened. 

Senator Siri. I was just wondering how you happened to get 


that information so promptly. 

Mr. Hopkins. That was the way. 

Senator Siti. I suppose others wondered at the same thing. 

Mr. Horkxtns. Yes. 

Senator Farr. There is a little information that I might like on 
behalf of the committee from Mr. Hopkins later, I do not know of 
anything just now, but I have some documents I want to look over 
for some names. If the committee will send for him in future. at 
some time that suits his convenience, I would like to reserve the 
right to ask him a few questions at that time. 

Mr. Horxtns. Any time, Senator. I am at your service. 

Senator SamirH. Senator Hitchcock, do you want to ask any quss- 
tions? | 

Senator Hitcucock. No; I do not think so. 

Senator Smitu. Judging from all you have said, Mr. Hopkins, 
your familiarity with the Waters-Pierce interests and the fight they 
have been making in Mexico and your intimate relations with Mr. 
Madero, you have not been paid any very large sum for what you 


have done for them 
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Mr. Horgıxs. I was paid a fair fee by the Government for what 
I did during the revolution. 

Senator SMITH. Yes; and that was not supposed to cover your serv- 
ices to Mr. Henry Clay Pierce, was it? 

Mr. Horxins. Oh, of course not. 

Senator SmirH. Are you receiving a salary now? 

Mr. Horxrns. No, sir. 

Senator Suirn. Are you from the Mexican Government ? 

Mr. Hopkins. No, sir. 

Senator Smıru. That has been stated. That is the reason that I 
asked you the question. 

Mr. Horxins. No, sir; I am not. 

Senator Smiru. Going back to the question of your original em- 
ployment, I think you said to Senator Hitchcock that at the time this 
revolution began the Standard Oil Co. had a very large interest in the 
Waters-Pierce Co. ? 

Mr. Horxtns. Yes. 

Senator SMITH. And practically acquired control of its stock—a 
majority? 

Mr, HEIs They had a majority holding. 

Senator Smiru. Yes. 

Mr. Hopkins. But they did not control the company. | 

Senator SmirH. Through any agency of the Waters-Pierce Co., or 
aaa else, did you ever perform any service for the Standard 

il Co.? 

Mr. Hopxrns. Under no circumstances whatsoever. I have never 
had a thing to do with the Standard Oil Co., either directly or 
indirectly. | 

Senator Smita. That is, knowingly? 

Mr. Horxins. Knowingly. I know positively that I have not. 

Senator Smiru. Then what you did for the Waters-Pierce Co. 
would not inure to their benefit $ 

Mr. Horxins. On the contrary, everything that I did for the 
Waters-Pierce Co. was against the interests of the Standard. 

Senator Hrrcucockx. The Standard had stock in it? 

Mr. Hopkins. It had stock in it; but it was quite willing to sacri- 
fice its stock interest to destroy the Waters-Pierce Oil Co., because 
they saw what was coming, and that the Waters-Pierce Oil Co. would 
be able to so establish itself that it could withstand any attack. 

Senator Satu. In Mexico? 

Mr. Hopkins. Everywhere; in Mexico and in the Middle West. 

Senator Fatt. How could they do it in Mexico unless they could 
get some such law, some such decision, as was obtained in Missouri 
and Texas? 

Mr. Horxins. That is what they have obtained now. 

Senator Farr. But they had to get something of the same kind in 
Mexico in order to succeed ? 

Mr. Horxins. No; they organized under the laws of the State of 
Missouri, and they are dome business under that charter in Mexico. 

Senator FALL. That is, Mexico has recognized their charter as it 
does a Mexican charter? 

Mr. Horxrins. Yes; and, as I say, the Standard Oil Co. is out of it. 
They do not own a share of stock in the Waters-Pierce Co. 
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Senator Farr. That is, now: but at the time they did own it and 
were doing business in Mexico, the Standard Oil Co. actually owned 
it? 

Mr. Tforkins. Yes: the stock. 

Senator Farr. And the only way that they could be compelled to 
divorce themselves in Mexico would have been by some such decision 
as that in Missouri and Texas, rendered in Mexico? 

Mr. Hoprins. That is quite true: but the Standard Oil Co. was 
not keen to meddle in Mexico until they began to have this relation- 
ship with Cowdray & Doheny. | 

Senator Hircucock. Do the Cowdray companies still enjoy the 
benefits of their concessions there? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hitrcucock. And the Standard Oil Co. is simply a pur- 
chaser of their products? 

Mr. Horkixs. No one knows, Senator, exactly the nature of the 
interest that the Standard Oil Co. has in the Cowdray properties: 
but we all know that they do have an interest, and control them. be- 
cause the Standard Oil Co. steamers are there at Tampico every day 
getting oil from the Cowdray & Doheney companies. 

Senator Farri. A half ownership of the Cowdray company, of that 

scheme. of that whole business, was in the Mexican Government! 

Mr. Horkrns. No, sir. 

Senator Farr. Practically so? 

Mr. Horkins. No. 

Senator Fare. And in the Aguila. what we call the Aguila down 
there / 

Mr. Horxkins. There were vast personal holdings of some of the 
leading men of the Mexican Government. l 
Senator Fart. Was it not a Government property? 

Mr. Hopkins. Not of the Government. i 

Senator Farr. Was it not? 

Mr. Horxgıixs. That is true of the Tehuantepec Railway across 
Tehuantepec. which Cowdray operates for the Government. 

Senator FALL. Yes. 

Mr. Horxıyxs. That is also true of the interest which the Mexican 
Government has in the American-Hawailan Steamship Co. 

Senator Faup. But it is not true of the oil business? 

Mr. Hopsxins. No: but it is true of the land concessions. 

Senator Farr. I am speaking now of the oil business. 

Mr. Hopxins. The Mexican Government participates in that only 
to the extent of receiving a rovaltv from oil taken from the Na- 
tional lands. over and above a certain number of barrels. 

Senator Farr. Cowdray was interested in getting rid of the Cien- 
tifico directors, and putting his own directors in there, the Govern- 
ment still enjoving its rights? 

Mr. Horxixs. The Government has no directors in Cowdrays 
company. 

Senator Farr. I understood vou to say that the Cientificos crowd. 
who were partners or directors with Cowdray, Madero wanted to get 
rid of? 

Mr. Horxins. No; I was speaking of wanting to get rid of them 
in the National Railways. 
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Senator Farr. How about El Aguila; asa matter of fact, were thev 
not forced out of El Aguila? 

Mr. Hopkins. No, sir; that is a corporation entirely separate and 
independent of the Government. The Government has no control 
over it any more than over any other corporation. 

Senator Fart. And the same directors who were directors before 
Madero took charge there, are they now the directors ? 

Mr. HWorkrns. No, sir: most of them have fled. 

Senator Farr. And Madero has his own directors? 

Mr. Horkins. No, sir. Mr. Madero has nothing to do with it: 
that is for Lord Cowdray alone. It is a corporation distinct from 
Government control. 

Senator Hitcucock. Do you know whether the Cowdray Co. named 
the new directors ? 

Mr. Hopkins. That is an oil company that is owned by Lord 
Cowdray and assoeiates. Naturally they name the directors in their 
own company. 

Senator Hirencock. I thought you were speaking of the railroad. 

Mr. Horxins. No, sir. 

Senator Farr. I may be entirely wrong. I engaged in operations 
in Mexico sometime ago, in a turpentine company. I had relations 
with the oil companies, because they were largely purchasers of my 
product, and T had personal relations with men who were directors 
after the El Aguila was formed. I must say that my understanding 
was that El Aguila was a governmental concern, Lord Cowdray put- 
ting in certain properties and holding his interest, and the Govern- 
ment enjoving, the general understanding was, one-half of the profits. 

Mr. Hovxins. No; I can assure you that your understanding was 
wrong. 

Senator Fart. I may be wrong. 

Mr. Horxkins. Because I have read the articles of incorporation 
very carefully; I know perfectly well the conditions. . 

Senator Fart. Mr. Creel was a director of El Aguila? 

Mr. Horxrns. Mr. Creel is now president of the El Aguila Oil Co. 

Senator Smrniı. Did you ever have any dealings with that bank 
that you spoke of this morning. where Gustavo Madero deposited 
six hundred and odd thousand dollars? 

Mr. Horxins. The International Banking Corporation? 

Senator Smitu. Yes. 

Mr. Hopkins. I have only had to deal with them in a friendly 
way, because my firm are counsel for the two great banks of the 
Far East; that is. the Hongkong & Shanghai Banking Corpora- 
tion and the Chartered Bank of India, Australia, and China. The 
International Banking Corporation was organized original] y to enter 
the far eastern field, and in that‘connection I have been brought 
frequently in contact with a good many of their officials. | 

Senator Sairu. Is that the reason you suggested that the money 
be deposited there? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes; I knew it to be a very solid institution. 

Senator SmitH. Had you ever had any money deposited with them 
there? 

Mr. Horxins. No, sir. 

Senator Suiru. Have you since? 
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Mr. Hopkins. Never. 

Senator Situ. It seemed to be perfectly agreeable to Mr. Madero 
to put it there? : 

Mr. Horxins. Yes; he knew the stability of the institution. _ 

Senator Smiru. It gives you rather an intimate acquaintance with 
the financial operations of Mr. Madero? . 

Mr. Horxtins. Yes; I had opportunity to learn a good deal. I did 
not learn as much as I might have, however, if I had been a little 
more inquisitive. 

Senator Fai. The two great banks in the City of Mexico are the 
Banco Nacional and the Banco de Londres? 

Mr. Hopxtns. Yes. 

Senator Fanti. The Banco Nacional is practically a Government 
institution, is it not? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes. 

Senator Saitu. Is this International Bank a private institution! 

Mr. Horxins. Organized, I believe, under the laws of the State 
of New York. 

Senator Hitcucock. Where does it do business? 

Mr. Hopkins. All over the world. 

Senator Hircucock. It has branch offices in Washington? 

Mr. Horktrns. Its head office is in New York. 

Senator Hitcucock. It has an office in Washington? 

Mr. Hopkins. No, sir. 

Senator Hitcucock. It did have? 

Mr. Hopkins. Yes; it did have. 

Senator Hitcucock. And one in Mexico Cit 

Mr. Hopkins. It has one in Mexico City and 
of course, all the cities of the Far East. 


TESTIMONY OF JUNIUS ROMNEY. 


Junius Romney, being first duly sworn by the chairman, testified 
as follows: 

Senator Smita. Where do you live? 

Mr. Romney. I live at Colonia Juarez, Chihuahua, Mexico. 

Senator SMITH. Are you an American citizen? 

Mr. Romney. Yes. 

Senator Smitu. Where is your American home; in what State! 

Mr. Romney. I have been in Mexico so long that I really have 
no home here. I was born in St. George, Washington County, Utah. 
I have lived also in St. John, Ariz. 

Senator SurrH. How old are you? 

Mr. Romney. I am 34 years old. 

Senator SMITH. What is your business? 

Mr. Romney. I am at present the legal and ecclesiastical repre 
sentative of the Mormon colonies in Mexico. I am a bookkeeper 
by een 

nator SMITH. You speak of being the ecclesiastical representa- 
tive. What function does that indicate? 

Mr. Romney. I am president of the stake. The church organiza- 
tion is divided into districts. The country where the people live 
is divided into districts or sections, and each section ıs callea 8 


? 
one in Panama, and, 
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stake. I am presiding officer in that stake. In this instance it com- 
prises all the localities where our people are located in Mexico. 

Senator SMITH. Are they Mormons? 

Mr. Romney. Yes. 

Senator SmitH. How many Mormons are under your jurisdic- 
tion? 

Mr. Romney. Approximately 4,000. I think the last census 
showed 4,030, as I remember it. In round numbers it is 4,000. 

Senator SmirnH. Have they gone into Mexico for the purpose of 
residing there permanently ? 

Mr. Romney. Yes; that was our intention. 

Senator Smirn. Are they landowners there? 

Mr. Romney. Yes. 

Senator SmrrH. Cultivating the soil? 

Mr. Romney. Yes. 

ee SmitH. Are they engaged in trade and commerce in any 
wa 

r. Romney. Yes. 

Senator SmitH. Do they have stores? 

Mr. Romnry. We have stores, gristmills, and sawmills. 

Senator SĮmırH. Any factories? 

Mr. Romney. Yes; a shoe, harness, and saddle factory and a can- 
ning factory, not on an extensive scale, however. 

Senator SMITH. When did this exodus occur? 

Mr. Romney. I am not able to give the date of the exodus of the 
women and children without reference to my notes, but it was in 
the neighborhood of a week prior to the exodus of the men, and that 
occurred on the 2d day of August, 1912. It was the 28th of July 
when the exodus began. It consumed several days before we could 
get transportation, and some of the colonies farther from the railroad 
were two or three days in reaching the railroad. | 

Senator Smıru. How long had these people been in Mexico before 
they took their leave? 

Mr. Romney. As I remember it, we began the establishment of 
those colonies in 1885. I am not entirely positive as to the exact 
date of the first entrance into Mexico, but it was about 1885. 

Senator SmiruH. Was that about the time of the passage of the 
Edmunds law ? 

Mr. Romney. I am not conversant with those facts. 

Senator SmitH. You were not taking an active part at that time? 

Mr. Romney. No, sir; I was a smali boy. 

Senator SMITH. And they have been colonizing in Mexico since 
that time? 

Mr. Romney. Yes. 

Senator Smiru. Until they now represent about 4,000 people? 

Mr. Romney. Yes. 

Senator SmirH. Do they practice polygamy there? 

Mr. Romney. They do not practice it at present, except as in the 
a a States. The same conditions prevail there as in the United 

tates. : 

Senator Smiru. There are no plural marriages being solemnized at 
present ? 

Mr. Romney. No, sir. 
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Senator SMITH. But those that were previously performed — 

Mr. Romney. They are supporting their families: ves. sir. 

Senator SMITH. But you do not know of any polygamous mar 
rages being solemnived now? 

Mr. Romney. There are none. Iam ina position to know that ther 
are no such marriages being performed. 

Senator SMITH. Did most of these Mormons come from Utah’ | 

Mr. Romyry. The majority came from Utah and Arizona. some 
from Idaho, and from any localities where there are Latter Dar 
Saints. 

Senator Smith. How did they happen to go there? 

Mr. Romney. We have a good country there at present, and we 
have established a most excellent school system. The climate can 
hardly be beaten, and they have gone there because, on account of 
the climate and other conditions, they thought it a desirable place to 
live. The social conditions were very excellent in our colonies anl 
financial opportunities were good. It is a new country, and land is 
very cheap compared with the same quality of land in the United 
States. : ` 

Senator Surry. Is there any more latitude in Mexico than in the 
United States for the views entertained by the Mormons? 

Mr. Romney. We have never had any restrictions there. All the 
restrictions have come from our presiding officers in the church. 

Senator Suiru. Voluntarily? " 

Mr. Roney. Yes; voluntarily on the part of our leaders. Any 
restrictions in that regard have come from them. The Mexican 
Government has never interfered in our social conditions in any wav. 

Senator Sxrru. In that respect they are much easier with you than 
they are in Utah? i i 

Mr. Romney. I do not know that it has been called to their atten- 
tion. I do not know that their laws would be any different than 
thev are in the United States. I do not know how that would be. 
but I am only speaking of our experiences. 

Senator SMITH. How many people are under vour direction iu 
El Paso at the present time? ` : 

Mr. Romney. I am not as well qualified to answer questions of 
that kind as some of my assistants would be who have been in direct 
charge here. You understand I remained with the people at home 
until the last ones came out, and since then I have been back there 
to investigate conditions: but I think that in the neighborhood of 
perhaps 1.500 people are at present here in El Paso. I should hike 
to have you bear in mind, however, that I am not in a position to 
give vou exact statistics. I na general way I should say about 15%. 
from what I have heard my assistants say and the knowledge that 1 


have of those who are with me. 
Senator Smrrx. Do you have any part in administering the funds 


for their entertainment? 

Mr. Romney. Nothing, except that when I was here recently 4 
small amount of money was placed to my credit by Mr. A. W. Ivans, 
who was here representing the people, in order that I might have 
funds to defray my personal traveling expenses and to render limited 
aid in some extreme cases. Do you mean in regard to the fund 50 


far as their food supply is concerned, and so on} 


| 
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Senator SmiruH. Yes; the Government fund? 

Mr. Romney. I have no direct part in that. They recognize me 
as the head, but there are other men appointed who have direct 
charge of that business and also of the transportation. 

Senator Smiru. Is it your understanding that these Mormon col- 
onists who have been driven out of Mexico are being maintained and 
supported in E] Paso out of the Government fund 

Mr. Romney. It is my understanding that the Government fur- 
nished them tents, in which to live, and that they made an appro- 
priation for food for them. 

Senator Smirn. And transportation ¢ 

Mr. Romney. And that something was placed at their disposal 
for transportation ; yes. 

Senator SmirH. Are these people, as far as you know, availing 
themselves of that privilege? 

Romney. Yes; I think they are. 

Senator SmirH. Have they any other sources of supply? 

Mr. Romney. None other except purely charitable means. Do 
you mean whether they have any other sources of support? 

Senator Smiru. From having brought means with them or any- 
thing of that kind? 

Mr. Romney. Absolutely none. 

Senator Smirn. Their property is all in Mexico? 

Mr. Romney. Every dollar. They came here practically penni- 
less. In fact, everything that we have is in Mexico. We went to 
Mexico poor people, and every dollar we have has been applied there. 
We believe in public improvements and good schools and homes; 
and, not supposing we would be disturbed 1n this way, we have built 
good homes and bridges and school buildings and public improve- 
ments of that kind, besides planting good trees and getting improved 
breeds of stock and horses into the country. We had no bank ac- 
eounts and no other interests in the United States. 

Senator SMITH. All of your interests were in Mexico? 

Mr. Romney. All of them. 
Senator Swirn. And all of these improvements to which you refer 
are permanent in their character? | 

Mr. Romyey. Yes. They are there to show for themselves. 

Senator Situ. So that these people have brought no money out 
with them ? 

Mr. Romney. None at all, with the exception of a few dollars that 
some of them may have had. 

Senator Smiru. In your capacity as the general representative of 
the church—I suppose I am correct in saying that you represent the 
church, am I not? 

Mr. Romney. Yes; that is correct. 

Senator Smrru. You made it your business to go among these colo- 
nists and advise them what to do? 

Mr. Romxey. Do you mean when they were in Mexico? 

Senator Smiru. In Mexico. 

Mr. Romney. Yes; I advised them. 

Senator Smitu. Was it upon your advice that they came out of 
Mexico? 

Mr. Romney. Yes; it was on my advice—not my advice alone, 
however; I did not assume all the responsibility. It was in keeping 
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‘with my advice, and I viewed it as necessary, if that is what you 
mean. 

Senator Situ. In the exercise of your office you took the responsi- 
bility, wherever necessary, of advising them that they get out of Mex- 
ico and come to the United States? 

Mr. Romxery. Yes; I assumed the part of the responsibility thst 
belonged to me. Of course, it does not all fall on me. 

Mr. Saitu. I suppose most of the people are in the same general 
condition as yourself—they have left everything down there, so that 
they have no other homes? 

Mr. Romney. That is the condition; yes. They have lived down 
there so long that they have no other homes. 

Senator Smitu. Did you ever exercise the right of voting in Mexico 
yourself? 

Mr. Romney. No, sir. 

Senator Samira. In local affairs? 

Mr. Romney. We have never had any elections in which I voted. I 
have expressed opinions regarding local officials who had immediate 
jurisdiction over us. 

Senator Situ. Some of your people voted, I suppose? 

Mr. Romyxey. I should explain to you that all officers who have 
presided over us have been appointed. We have had opportunity at 
times to express a choice, or perhaps not a choice, but to make 8 
recommendation, and it has been listened to. We have had some 
views in that respect, and the person of our choice has at times been 
appointed to office where he had jurisdiction over us. ea 

Senator Situ. Do most of your Mormon people live in a limited 
area in the Republic of Mexico ? 

Mr. Romney. Yes. 

Senator SMITH. In what States? , 

Mr. Romsey. In the State of Chihuahua we have seven colonies. 
and the State of Sonora we have three. l 

Senator Smiri. Have you any colonies in any other Mexican 
State? 

Mr. Romney. No, sir. 

Senator Sairu. You have 10 colonies altogether in Mexico! 

Mr. Romney. That is all in the way of any organization. 
course there are a few people who have gone on their own responsi- 
bility into other sections in a speculative way, but they have no oF 
ganization. 

Senator Siri. How many people are represented in a colony! 

Mr. Romney. They vary in their population from, I should say, 
950 to 1,100 people in a colony. There is one colony smaller than 
250. 
Senator Smrru. What is the future of these colonies now? What 
is going to become of these people? 

Mr. Romsey. If you want an opinion from me, I think I could tell 
better a vear from now. I would hardlv dare to guess at this time. 

Senator Smtr. Do they expect to go back to Mexico? 

Mr. Romnry. Yes. We have our home there. Everything on earth 
that we own is there. That is the reason why the people have lin- 

ered here. If the conditions were stable, so that they would permit 
of their going back, they would go back immediately to their homes. 
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Senator Smitu. Have these colonies passed out from under the 
control or direction of the Mormon Church of America ? 

Mr. Romney. No, sir. 

Senator Smitru. ‘They still adhere to that organization ? 

Mr. Romney. Yes. 

nator Sairn. Is that the dominant organization in these col- 
onies? 

Mr. Romney. In an ecclesiastical sense it is. Of course it does 
not supersede the Government, either in this country or in Mexico. 
It exercises no functions of that character. It is merely ecclesiastical, 
but in that sense they adhere to the same organization. 

Senator Smitru. Have you received any advice from the head of 
the Mormon Church as to what course you ought to pursue? 

Mr. Romney. Yes; to this effect, to attend strictly to our own 
affairs and not to be mixed with either side of the controversy—not 
to take sides with either party in the controversy. 

Senator SmiruH. Was the head of the church consulted as to the 
movement of these refugees? | 

Mr. Romney. No, sir; there was not time to consult anyone. 

Senator SmitH. They acted upon their own initiative? 

Mr. Romney. We had to act upon our own initiative. If you de- 
sire an explanation of the conditions that made it necessary, I can 
give it to you. 

Senator Smiru. I should like to have you do it. 

Mr. Romney. Do you want me to go back a little and explain the 
conditions during the revolution prior to the latter part of July ? 

Senator Smiru. Yes; I should like to have that. 

Mr. Romney. During the latter revolutions, as during the Madero 
revolution, our attitude has been one of strict neutrality. 

Senator SmirH. You are speaking from personal knowledge? 

Mr. Romxey. Yes; from personal knowledge, because I was in 
charge of affairs and know what I am talking about. Our position 
was one of strict neutrality. Our relationships with the Mexican 
people had always been friendly with all parties and factions of the 
people. We had taken no part in their politics, and our desire was 
to benefit them; and when the revolution began it was our policy to 
be strictly neutral, to take no part. During the other revolution 
some efforts were made by local officers to draw us into the federal 
ranks. They made some requests that we help them, but we made 
known our position and maintained it, and it was not long until they 
respected our position. In fact, developments*showed them that it 
was the wiser course for us to keep out of it, and they seemed to ap- 
preciate that; and we also made known out attitude to the revolu- 
tionary faction, and they approved of it. 

When this last revolution was hatched and developed in our im- 
Mediate section we thought it wise to continue the same policy that 
we had pursued before, and so, when it was necessary, we announced 
our attitude to both parties and appealed to them in every instance 
to give us protection. explained to them that all we asked was to be 
left alone in our business, not to have our property rights interfered 
with, and we stated that we would keep strictly out of it, that we 
would not render any assistance to either party, but would attend to 
our own business and not mix in it. We also received a suggestion 
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from the United States to that effect—that is, I mean from our people 
in the United States. 

Senator Smiry. From the church? 

Mr. Romney. Yes; and I think perhaps there had been some sug- 
gestion given to them—perhaps I had better say nothing about that, 
though, because that would be a supposition and not my own knovl- 
edge. I will say that we had received from our ecclesiastical lead- 
ers a suggestion to continue that same policy. 

Senator SMITH. A policy of neutrality ? 

Mr. Romney. A policy of strict neutrality. I will explain that 
when we went into Mexico it was a wild country, and we had taken 
firearms with us. Almost every man took some sort of firearms with 
him for the defense of his family. The Apaches inhabited that coun- 
try when we first went in there. The Mexicans did not dare go where 
our colony was established because of the presence there of the 
Apache Indians. We took along firearms when we went in there and 
we acquired them gradually until we had quite a number of firearms 
which were the personal property of the individuals. We had no 
military organization, but we had them in our homes for our pro- 
tection, and, as I said before, we were in perfect harmony with the 
people there. We received kind treatment from both the revolution- 
ary party and the Federal Government, with the exception of the 
stealing that was done by the revolutionary party and their follow- 
ers and sympathizers. 

Of course, matters gradually grew worse, because of the unstable 
conditions in the country, and people who were that way inclined 
took advantage of the situation and cut pasture fences and stole 
horses wherever they could get them. and stole cattle for beef; and 
then a habit grew up among the revolutionary people of exacting 
from us things that they claimed to need in the way of horses. 

Senator SMITH. You are speaking now of the Orozco revolution! 

Mr. Romney. Yes; both of them. It had also been more or less the 
custom in the Madero revolution to make exactions upon us, and for 
leather goods and things of that kind, but they had always given us 
receipts, and our attitude in regard to that was that we would not 
fight them. We would protest and use every peaceable and pacific 
means of avoiding giving anything to them: but when they would 
come and make demands and threats if we did not give them certain 
things. our policy was to give them as little as possible and get them 
to give us a receipt. Ina few instances we got those receipts applied 
on our taxes, but a good many of the people hold those receipts at 
present and have never realized anything on them, 

Senator Smitu. Were those receipts agreements to reimburse you! 

Mr. Romney. In case the revolution triumphed; that was about 
the way of it. | 

Senator Smiru. Was the form of receipt about the same on both 
sides? 

Mr. Romney. The Federal Government never exacted anything 
from us. It was only the revolutionary party that made any exac- 


tions. 
Senator Smirn. I mean both the Madero and the Orozco revolu- 


tions. | A i 
Mr. Romney. Yes; just about the same. We had these friendly 


relations with them—even with Orozco and Salazar. 
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| 


ee ee 
ee ee 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 2581 


I will say that conditions finally grew a little more strained, and 
shortly after this last revolution began they made up their minds to 
disarm us, and they sent a force of 35 men in Colonia Juarez, under 
the leadership of Enrique Portillo. Salazar had taken possession of 
Casas Grandes, and had demanded our arms and ammunition. There 
were not a great number of them then, and we did not feel justified in 
giving up our arms; and, in fact, the American consul, Mr. Edwards, 

as approved of our refusing to give them up. So we told them they 
could not have any of our guns, and that if it came to a matter of 
choice between using our guns or giving them up to them, we would 
use them, and that was our determination, because we felt we were 
not justified in giving them up to that small number of men. They 
arrested one man because he refused to give up his gun, prior to this. 
Before we gave them this ultimatum they had already arrested one 
man, and had written out a receipt for another gun and pistol, and 
then an armed body went to the houses where a Mexican had told 
them there was a gun and a pistol. The owner had slipped away. So 
then we gave them the ultimatum, and Portillo went back to Casas 
Grandes. I followed them up next morning to see Salazar and tell 
him the same thing. I took two or three men with me. We went 
down there to talk it over with them and have an understanding with 
them, and they decided to leave us alone, and not to interfere with our 
guns; said thev did not want any trouble with us, and as long as we 
continued to be neutral they would respect our rights and would not 
interfere with us. Conditions continued that way. We have many 
written guaranties from Salazar and from Orozco and from various 
others, given at various times: but conditions kept getting worse, 
until finally, just two or three weeks before this final trouble came on, 
two of their federals went down to Colonia Diaz and made a demand 
for the guns there. and I went myself in the night to tell Salazar of 
the trouble at Colonia Diaz, and ask him to forestall it. They had 
given them until 10 o'clock the next morning to send in their arms. 

Salazar complied with my request, but in our conversation he let 
drop a remark that gave me to understand that he intended to make 
a demand a little later. Of course, he did not say so directly, but 
in his conversation he said they had no business to deviate from their 
written orders—“ not vet.” Then he seemed to catch himself up, 
as though he had let slip something he did not want to, and went on 
discussing the situation; but we secured the order and forestalled 
that trouble. 

Later I came out to El Paso with Salazar, He happened to be on 
the same train. [Te wanted me to take the matter up with the United 
States Government and let them import arms and ammunition. He 
told me that the people of the United States were the ones that were 
killing them off by taking sides with Madero. He said they were sup- 
posed to be neutral, but that they had taken sides with Madero, and 
because of their attitude and because of his being unable in conse- 
quence to get ammunition the United States were killing them off 
without taking any risks; and he said he intended to force the issue. 
to force the United States to yet out and fighi, because they could not 
hill them any worse than they were doing, and then the United 
States would be taking their chances along with them. 

I went back to Casas Grandes and back to my home in Colonia 
Juarez, and I should judge along about the 25th or 27th of July, in 
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the latter days of July, Salazar sent for me at Colonia Juarez to 
come over the next day and see him. I went over with Mr. Bowman. 

Senator Smıru. Who is Mr. Bowman? 

Mr. Romney. He is one of our colonists who resides at Colonia 
Dublan. He is manager of the largest mercantile institution there. 
He had come over to Colonia Juarez during the night to bring the 
message that Salazar wanted to see me. When we called out Salai 
he was very much wrought up and told me that he had sent for me 
to tell me that they had withdrawn all kinds of guaranties from our 
people; that they would not give us any kind of protection, either 
for our lives or our property. I called his attention to the fact that 
he had given me written guaranties and verbal guaranties and that 
I had always felt that they were good, that we had relied on him to 
make good on them, and he replied in Spanish, saying. “ Those are 
words,” and intimated that they could be changed at any time he 
wanted to. 

He then told me that they had made up their minds in consulta- 
tion with Orozco to take from us all our guns and ammunition. 
told him that we did not feel justified in giving them up, but he in- 
sisted that we must do it. I asked him then for sufficient time to 
bring our women and children out. There were then approximately 
about 2,000 rebels right there in the neighborhood of Casas Grandes, 
and they had five of six cannon. They ‘were in the outskirts of 
Dublan, at the stockvards near Dublan. They had several rapid-fire 
guns. I asked him for time to remove our women and children be- 
fore giving himareply. He refused to grant that request. He said 
we would be a menace to them if we got our women and children out 
first, and that there was just one thing to do, that we must deliver 
those guns and ammunition immediately. 

After arguing with him in every possible way that I could. we dis- 
cussed the situation; and when he seemed to be a little convinced in 
his own mind, he and Demetrio Ponce would go out and talk a little 
while about it in another room, and then he would come back and 
sav, “Anyhow, it is just a superior order that I have got from Orozco, 
and I have no authority except to comply with my orders.” Then I 
asked him to give me time to see Orozco, and he said, “ No; we have 
been acting the fool by giving guaranties to you people as long as we 
have. This thing has got to be done right now. Anyhow, we can not 

ermit Americans to have arms in our territory, because intervention 
is now an established fact.” He said that in Spanish. I am giving 
you his words as nearly as I can give them to you in English. 

Senator Smitu. Did he not recognize your Mexican citizenship! 

Mr. Romney. I did not have any Mexican citizenship. 

Senator Smit. I mean the Mexican citizenship of the people. 

Mr. Romney. There were not very many who were Mexican citi- 
zens. There were very few who had ever become naturalized in 
Mexico. He repeated what he had said to me before, that the United 
States had taken sides with Madero, and he said if we wanted any 

rotection to apply to Madero or to the United States Government. 

When I could not get any permission to get away the women and 
children before we replied, I said, “ Well, I will go and consult with 
the people and see what they say about giving up their guns.” He 
said, “ No; you can not leave here until that order is complied with. 
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You remain right here until that is complied with.” I said, “Then 
that means that we are prisoners, does it?” He said, “ Yes; you can 
not leave here until that order is complied with.” I said, “'Then, I 
will be with you a long time, because I do not think it will be com- 
plied with. ï could not give any order to the colonists to bring in 
their guns and deliver them. We have no military organization. 
What few guns there are belong to the individuals. They have 
brought them in and paid for them themselves. They are their own 
property. I have no authority to order them to bring them in.” 

Then they went out and discussed it a little longer, and Demetrio 
Ponce said, “ Well, you can make a suggestion to them to do it, and 
if you do that, they will bring in the guns. That is what we want 
them to do.” I said,“ I will not make any such suggestion, and I will 
not issue any such order from Casas Grandes, because if I did my 
people would regard me as a traitor. They would think I had been 
in league with you, and I have told them all the time of these guaran- 
ties you have given. When you have demanded a list of the guns, 
I have told them that you have given your word of honor that you 
would not interfere with the guns; and I can not issue any such order 
and do not intend to. I will stay with you, and you ean do as you 
please with me.” I happened to tell him in that conversation that I 
was not afraid of him and was not afraid of what he could do to me, 
and it made him angry, and he said, “ Well, you can go home to the 
colonists; neither am i afraid of you. I will come and get the guns, 
no matter where I have to go for them.” 

I said, “ Do you mean to say you would invade our homes and 
take our guns by force?” He said, “ We will take the guns wherever 
we have to go to get them. If vou want to deliver the guns as gen- 
tlemen, you can do it, but if you do not, we will proceed against you 
just as we do against the federals. We will consider you our enemies 
and we will declare war on you immediately.” 

You could not just thoroughly understand our situation unless you 
were down there and saw our houses. You can understand some- 
thing about it when you think of the American stvle of buildings. 
Our houses are of inflammable material. They are built of brick and 
lumber, and some of them are rustic buildings, and thev are very scat- 
tered, one on a city lot or two on a city lot, and so on. Of course, 
our families were in these various colonies, and we had no opportunity 
to do any fortifying. We had been pursuing a course to maintain 
peace with them and friendly relations, and to have made any prepa- 
rations for war would have been equivalent to a declaration of war, 
and, of course, they would have immediately taken issue with us, 
so we were in a very delicate position, We could not make a hostile 
demonstration of any kind. We could not even throw up a wall 
of dirt to get behind or anything. Then when they came on us sud- 
denly there we were. men at work in the fields with their guns in 
their homes. Our wives and daughters were there exposed to that 
mob. 

So I went down to Dublan and discussed the matter. They sent 
50 armed men right along with us; never left us at all without armed 
men in reach. When we got down to Dublan there were three or 
four hundred of them just across the river at San Jose: and there 
were a large number of them—I should say a hundred of them—who 
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were just helping themselves to the merchandise in the Union Mer- 
cantile right in the town. These 50 came right along and surrounded 
the house where we were. I called in a number of colonists to dis- 
cuss the situation. They surrounded the house almost immediately. 
We asked them to wait just a few minutes while we discussed it. and 
they did, and we decided that the only thing that we could do was 
to deliver our guns. 

We sent out word to the colonists of what we had decided, and we 
got permission to bring our guns and deliver them at a certain place 
in the town which they designated so that thev would not go into 
our homes. Of course, men used their own judgment somewhat. We 
just told them the situation—told them we could not see anything 
else to do. Of course, under those conditions, knowing that we 
could not get our families out, they reluctantly gave up their guns. 
Some brought them and some did not. Some who had more than one 
gun brought one. They brought the poorer class of guns. 

They collected quite a number of guns and quite a considerable 
amount of ammunition, but only a small part of what we had at 
Dublan. Then they sent these same 50 men over to Colonia Juarez 
next. We had consulted over the matter there. and had decided that 
we could not do anything else except the same way, and we delivered 
to them some guns. They did not get all there were at Colonia 
Juarez. not as large a percentage as they had gotten at Dublan. We 
had a little more time to consider it, individuals did, and thev did 
not give them up as freely at Juarez as they had done at Dublan. 

Then they went on in a few days to Colonia Pacheco. We began 
immediately to ship our women and children out. We felt as though 
we were in imminent danger. The women and children thought it 
was no place for them. 

Senator SMITH. You acted upon vour own initiative? 

Mr. Romney. Yes: because we had no time to consult anybody. 
The demand was made for the guns, and thev went right along. as 
I have explained to vou: and having retired all guaranties in such 
a way as he did, we did not feel that Salazar’s guaranties were worth 
much. He said. * You did not need to take vour women and chil- 
dren out. We will not bother them.” i 

T told him. “ Mr. Salazar, we have had vour written guaranties, 
and we have had vour verbal guaranties, Dut von have withdrawn 
them. What security do you think the people will feel if I go and 
tell them now that vou sav vou will not bother the women and 
children? ©“ Before we had given up the vuns I asked him if they 
would permit us to take the women and children out immediately. 
and he suid. ves, if we wanted to we eould take them out. * But.” 
he suid, “you do not need to go": but he said afterwards. * Well, 
vou had just as well go if vou want to. It is probable that the exit 
of that many people m a body will bring about intervention anv- 
how. and that is what we want.” So we besan immediately to send 
the women and children. We got transportation the best we could 
and sent them ont bere., and enough men to take care of them and 
organize them, so that they would net come without anv kind of 
direction. We sent out the older men and a few able-bodied men 
to look after them, but kept most of the men there to look after the 


property. 
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From then on they began making things a little tighter and a 
little tighter, and they began looting in Dublan. 

A few guns were given to them at Pacheco and at Garcia, but by 
the time they had gotten over to Chuichupa the people there had 
decided not to give them any guns. I will say right there that by 
the time thev got to Colonia Juarez they had added a condition to 
their previous order for guns and ammunition, and they demanded 
every horse and saddle in the colonies. Of course, they had stolen 
hundreds of horses from us already, and I talked them out of taking 
the horses at Colonia Juarez until they should return from the 
mountains. 

Senator SmitH. Did thev make any demand for men? 

Mr. Romney. No, sir. | 

Senator Smiru. Or any draft for men? 

Mr. Romney. No, sir. When they reached Chuichupa the men 
there had decided not to give up their guns and ammunition, and 
they moved out of their town into the mountains west with their 
horses. They learned of the approach of these rebels, so that when 
the rebels reached Chuichupa the men had vacated the town and 
gone into the mountains. At Dublan they went down there en masse 
and looted, I should judge, some dozen homes at Dublan with the 
men present and pleading for them to spare their property and to 
respect their rights. They looted the home of Ammon Tenney. 
They looted the home of Alexander Jamison while we were still 
there, and I think it was on the evening of August 1, after having 
previously taken different amounts from the stores at Dublan, for 
which they had given receipts, they took between 330,000 and $40,000 
from the Union Mercantile, the soldiers helping themselves in some 
instances, and for this they refused to give a receipt. 

Senator Smitu. Under whose personal direction was that taken? 

Mr. Romnry. Demetrio Ponce was there, but Salazar, of course, 
was the man in charge. He was in general. charge, but I do not know 
whether he was there in person during the time of this raid on the 
colony or not. 

I want to say that during this looting of the homes they would poke 
the owners around with the points of their guns—with their guns 
cocked—and they held pistols in the faces of the men, and made 
threats that if they even did not cease their pleadings for their 
property, they would shoot them. They told Mr. Tenney that. 

Senator Smitu. Did they make any demonstration of that kind 
against you? 

Mr. Romney. No, sir; not against me been I have Mr. 
Tenney’s affidavit, if you care to see that. I have several affidavits, 
if they are of interest to you, showing those conditions to have ex- 
isted. Right while they were disarming us and saying they would 
protect us, there were other soldiers from different commands that 
were about the towns then, holding up people on the streets, and 
especially was this the case at Colonia Juarez. 

Senator Smrru. Did they hold any individuals for ransom? 

Mr. Romney. Not at that time. 

Senator Smrrn. Men, women, or children? 

Mr. Romney. No, sir. While they were taking our arms at Colonia 
Juarez there were three Mexicans who came up from Pearson to 
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Colonia Juarez, and on the road they held up each outfit that they 
met going out with the women and children, and they stole the 
money that they had, en route to Pearson, to ship the women and 
children out. 

Senator Samira. Tne money with which they intended to ship 
them to El Paso? 

Mr. Romney. Yes. Then they came up to Colonia Juarez, and 
while they were taking our guns they went to the home of an aged 
widow there, about 84 years old, and they ransacked her house 
completely in search of money, found money in two places aggre- 
gating about $40, and this they took. It happened that as these ban- 
dits went down the street they met some of the native residents who 
had come in. One of them had on a new hat, and one of these rebels 
rode up to him and took his hat off and put his old one on, and 
slapped him in the face with it and insulted him. The name of this 
man was Juan Tredizo. He went and complained to Llano Ponce, 
who was in charge of the party collecting the guns; and thinking 
it was one of Ponce’s soldiers, Ponce asked him if he could identify 
the man. He told him he could, and he waited a while until this 
soldier came along, and then he pointed him out to Mr. Ponce, who 
had the man arrested, and having punished him and disarmed him. 
they were holding him there, and these accounts began to come in of 
the robberies that had been commtted. 

Senator SmırH. Do you know of any cases where the women and 
children in your colony were insulted or asaulted ? 

Mr. Romney. No, sir; not by these rebels at that time. I know of 
other earlier cases of rape. : 

Senator Smirn. By banditti, or by others? 

Mr. Romney. By banditti. These evidences began to come in 
until it was fully established that this man had been carrying on a 
regular campaign of loot, and they finally executed him. 

Senator SmirH. Where? 

Mr. Romney. Near Colonia Juarez. 

Senator SmitH. By shooting him? 

Mr. Romney. They shot him; yes sir. 

Senator SMITH. Was that execution unusual? 

Mr. Romney. That is the only case of an execution that we know 
of in our neighborhood. 

Senator SMITH. Was he executed by the rebel soldiers? 

Mr. Romney. Yes; he was executed by the rebel soldiers. The 
reason I am telling this is that about the Ist day of August the band 
to which this soldier who was exected belonged came into Colonia 
Juarez, about 75 in all, and asked if the Mormons had executed any 
more of their soldiers, or if the guard had executed any more of 
their soldiers, and the guard replied that they had not. The rebels 
said that it was a good thing they had not, that they were not satisfied 
with the execution of that man. He said that whenever the Mormons 
wanted to get a man executed, they just worked up a charge against 
him and brought about his execution, and they were going to get 
even with them, they were going to get revenge on the Morinoi peo- 

le for the execution of this rebel. That was one of the things that 
ed up to this exodus. They took possession of our town and de- 
manded feed for their horses. i 
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We took into consideration the different developments in Dublan, 
and the looting, and the threats that had been made against our 
lives, and the continued less favorable attitude of the rebels, and the 
fact that they had required all kinds of guaranties and had taken our 
arms, and this new development in Colonia Juarez, showing how ab- 
solutely prejudiced they were against us, and Salazar’s oft-repeated 
threat that he would bring intervention at any cost, and we con- 
cluded that it would be impossible for our people to remain in the 
colonies and witness the wholesale destruction of their property, 
which was the accumulation of years. We fully expected an attack 
to be made upon us, and reprisals to be made for the execution of 
that man, which had been done by another faction of their own 
party without our having had anything to do with it, other than 
to bring the evidence before them of the criminality of the man. 

So on the morning of the 2d of August we evacuated the colonies. 
We left Colonia Juarez on the night of the 1st of August, and I sent 
couriers to Dublan telling them of the conditions prevailing at 
Colonia Juarez, and suggesting that they meet us at a designated 
point in the mountains, and also sent couriers to the mountain set- 
tlements to do the same thing. 

Senator SatirH. Have you had any special instructions from any 
official or member of the church in Utah regarding your moves? 

Mr. Romney. No, sir; not to vacate. I have had no instructions 
to do that. 

Senator SmirH. Have you had any other instructions of a char- 
acter that would be interesting for us to know? 

Mr. Romney. Only in the way I have indicated—to do the very 
best we could, but by all means to take no part in the controversy, 
maintaining a strict neutrality, and to avoid anything that would 
bring about international complications. That seemed to be the 
thing they were most interested in. 

Senator Smıru. Was there any money tribute demanded of you as 
a consideration for exemption ? 

r. Romney. Yes; there were demands made upon us. One writ- 
ten order that was sent to me by a colonel in the army demanded 
money, as I remember it. 

Senator Sauitn. Did it fix any amount? 

Mr. Romney. No; no specified amount; any amount that we had; 
money, merchandise, horses, saddles, guns, and ammunition. That 
was prior to my consultation with Salazar. 

Senator Smiru. Has there been any demand made upon the parent 
church in Utah for money? 

Mr. Romney. None that I know of. 

Senator Smirn. Or for ransom of any kind? 

Mr. Romney. Not that I know of. 

Senator Smirn. Has there been any correspondence or talk be- 
tween youre and the general officers of the chiirch regarding that 
matter 

Mr. Romney. No, sir; only in this way: That it was suggested that 
rather than fight we make peace with them, and take receipts for our 
property and give them whatever we had, in order to prevent a crisis 
of this kind or anything that would bring on international complica- 
tions. That was the burden of our instructions—to find a way to get 
through it without doing that. 
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Senator SmirH. Can vou say with perfect candor that the Mormon 
colonies did not take part in the revolution against Diaz! 
Mr. Romney. Yes: I can say with perfect candor that they took 


part in neither revolution. 

Senator SMITH. And that they have taken no part and are taking 
none against Madero? 

Mr. Romney. And they are taking absolutely no part. 

Senator SĮmırH. Do vou know of any American sources or foreiga 
sources of encouragement or support of anv kind for the revolution: 

Mr. Romney. Nothing except rumors and newspaper talk. All I 
know in regard to that is what I have heard. 

Senator SMITH. Do you mean rumor passing from the mouth of 
one person to another? 

Mr. Romney. Yes: I heard a rumor some time ago. 

Senator SvityH. How lone ago? 

Mr. Romney. I do not know whether I can recall the period. I 
think it was during the Madero revolution. I am not certain. It was 
either the latter part of the Madero revolution or early in this revo- 
lution that I heard a rumor. I guess vou would call it a rumor. An 
individual who had been down in the interior over this way and 
told me it was understood that some corporation in the United 
States were backing the revolution, but I regarded it simply as a 
rumor. Ido not know anything about it. 

Senator Swati. Did he mention the name of the corporation? 

Mr. Romsey. He mentioned the Standard Oil Co. 

Senator Siri. Any other? 

Mr. Romney. No, sir. That is the only one I have heard men- 
tioned. and I would like it distinctly understood that that was 
simply a rumor. I do not know anything about it, further than the 
newspaper talk I have read. | 

Senator SMITH. Were any sums of money mentioned? 

Mr. Romney. No, sir: just the mere statement that that was the 
reason the revolution had been able to be carried on. 

Senator Smirin. Do vou know any corporation in Mexico owned 
by American citizens that have been exempt from attack or destruc- 
tion because of the payment of money? 

Mr. Romney. No, sir. 

Senator SyirH. Or any transportation company? 

Mr. Romxey. I do not know of any that have been exempt atall. I 
know that the property of the Northwestern people has been at- 
tacked, and values have been extorted from them, as they have from 
us. That is. I know that bv hearsay. I have never been present when 
it was done, but I have understood that. 

Senator Smirn. Have vou had any talk with Orozco or Madero in 
person ? 

Mr. Romney: I have never met either one of them. I have met 
nearly all of the other leaders, but I have never met either of them. 

Senator Samir. You have never been in conference with anybody 
with reference to the plans of the revolutionists? 

Mr. Romney. No, sir. As far as possible we avoided any discus- 
sion of them, because of our position of neutrality, other than to 
inquire for information that would affect our welfare in the way 0 
the movement of their troops. 
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Senator SmirH. Have you ever been invited to any conference 
with them? 

Mr. Romney. No, sir; never. 

Senator SmirH. Do you know of any other people in your colonies 
who have? 

Mr. Romney. No, sir; I do not think there is anyone who has had 
any part with them. There may have been people who were unwise, 
individual cases, as there always are, unofficial acts that were not 
as wise as they ought to be, but there has been no authorized action 
of that kind. 

Senator Smiru. I assume from what you say that you are yourself 
a member of the Mormon Church? 

Mr. Romney. Yes. 

Senator SMITH. And a man of family? 

Mr. Romney. Yes. 

Senator Smita. Have you more than one wife? 

Mr. Romney. No, sir. 

Senator Smit. Is your office a salaried office? 

Mr. Romney. No, sir. 

Senator Smiru. What compensation do you receive? 

Mr. Romney. I get some assistance, but not any salary. We are 
not paid a salary. 

Senator Smrrn. A commission ? 

Mr. Romney. No; not a commission. Some help has been extended 
to me in the discharge of my duties. I have expenses that I am as- 
sisted in defraying. 

Senator Smiru. You seem to have considerable responsibility. 

Mr. Romney. Yes, sir. 

Senator Smitu. That is the result of your devotion to the church, 


I poe. 
r. Romney. Yes; absolutely. 

Senator SmıTH. Can you think of anything else that would throw 
any light on our inquiry to ascertain whether or not this revolution 
has been fomented, aided, or encouraged by Americans, companies, 
or corporations, or people resident in our country? 

Mr. Romney. No, sir. There is just one thing I would like to ask, 
with your permission, in case this is considered a statement of our 
attitude. I shoul just like it understood why we came to the bor- 
der without any fight. We went into the Sierra Madre for our own 
protection. The revolutionists claimed they supposed that we had 
given up all our guns. <As soon as the people left Colonia Dublan 
they fired on them. They pursued them toward the mountains and 
opened fire on them. Finally a spent bullet struck one of the boys on 
the leg, and the bullets were striking all around in their ranks, and 
they detailed a number of the boys to stay behind and stop the ad- 
vance. 

Senator Smitu. Were there women and children ? 

Mr. Romney. No, sir; these were the men. 

Senator SMITH. And these men were headed toward the Sierra 
Madre Mountains? 

Mr. Romney. These men were headed toward the Sierra Madre 
Mountains. So they fired a volley or two at the revolutionists who 
were firing at them, and the revolutionists afterwards told some of 
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our colonists that they now considered us as their enemies, that we 
had taken up arms against them. They said we had gone to join 
Blanco, who was then at Ojitas. 

Senator SMITH. Who is Blanco? 

Mr. Romney. He is a federal officer, and he and Sanjinez were sta- 
tioned at Ojitas with federal troops making an advance on these 
rebels; and as we retired to the Sierra Madre Mountains to the west 
thev said we had gone to join the federals and that while we pre- 
tended to be neutral we were not; and they said they found out thit 
we had guns. They seemed to blame us considerably that we had not 
given up all our guns under those condtions, and they said they were 
our enemies and they would wreak vengeance on us because we had 
joined the Federal Government. We had declared ourselves as being 
neutral, and we had understood that that was the desire of the United 
States. that we should remain neutral, and it had been the expressed 
will of the ecclesiastical authorities, and we felt that we wanted to 
avoid any kind of a fight with these people. They said they had dis- 
covered when they fired on Dublan that we had guns, and long-range 
guns, too, because of the volley that our men had shot at them. 

Senator SMITH. When you speak of the United States, what infor- 
mation have you about that? 

Mr. Romney. We had talked with Consul Edwards. Of course, we 
have always kept in touch with him. 

Senator Siri. He is the American consul at what point? 

Mr. Romney. At Ciudad Juarez; and we understood it was agree- 
able to the United States that we should not mix up in that thing or 
do anything to bring on any kind of complications. Afterwards, 
when they declared that we had gone to join the federals, they moved 
their own force up into our mountain colonies, right up in the vicinity 
of where we were, and we knew that to remain there meant to fight; 
and we thought that to fight meant to bring on other complications 
that were not desirable, and we decided that the only thing to do to 
establish their error in saying that we had gone to join the federals 
was to come out here and show that we were not taking sides with 
either party and bring the guns that we had to the border and not 
use them. We remained there until our colonists could get together 
and we could defend our lives. Then we marched direct to the 
United States border. We felt that was the proper course to pursue, 
and we acted according to our best Judgment of what our duties were. 

Senator Smirn. Is there anything further you care to say, to 
throw any light on the purposes of our inquiry ? 

Mr. Romwney. I do not think so, Senator. I think that is about 
as much as I know about it. If there is any other information you 
think I have that you would like to have, I shall be glad to tell you. 


TESTIMONY OF ADOLPH KRAKAUER. 


Adolph Krakauer, being first duly sworn by the chairman, testified 
as follows: 
+ zk * * xk xk * 
Mr. Kraxater. It may have no particular reference to the investi- 
ation, but it may serve some purpose. I want to be understood that 
personally have always been a Diaz man. All our people in Chi- 
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huahua have been. We have nothing but good to say of the Diaz 
Government. They have protected us at all times. The country, 
as you know, has prospered. under the Diaz administration. We 
have paid our taxes. We are not Mexican citizens. We have paid 
our taxes, and whenever we have been called on to pay any extra 
contributions, we have paid them. We were protected in our busi- 
ness and we thought that we owed allegiance to the existing govern- 
ment, whichever it was. 

I was very much surprised that the Madero revolution was suc- 
cessful; never believed that it could be. I do not believe ‘it could 
have been except for some wild dare-devils who came around here 
and joined the Madero army. But for that I do not believe they 
ever would have succeeded in taking Juarez. I do not believe Ma- 
dero would have been known but for that. | 

Furthermore, if the United States Government had adopted the 
same stringent measures last vear, during the Diaz régime, as they 
adopt now, I do not believe Madero would have been heard of; and 
the world at large, the United States especially, and various places 
in the Republic of Mexico, would have been better off. That is my 
opinion. 

Senator SMirH. That is very interesting. 

* œ% * * * k + 


Mr. Kraxaver. E have heard on good authority—the trouble was 
just this: That the sympathies of the people in the Madero revo- 
lation were with Madero, especially on this frontier. The people 
in the interior of the United States, in the East and West, they do 
not care. They do not know anything about this revolution now, 
so far as that is concerned. But the svmpathies of the Texas people 
on the Mexican border were with Madero, there is no question about 
that; and I am reliably informed, by people who were very near 
Diaz when the Madero revolution started, that Diaz asked “ How do 
the people of the United States feel about this?” and that ment old 
him that the sympathies of the Texas people were with Madero, and 
right then and there he said “I am gone. If Madero can get all the 
arms and ammunition he wants, smuggled over, I am gone. I can 
not hold out ”; and that he made up his mind ut that time. 

As far as that is concerned, I suppose you know that this revolu- 
tion was started by Orozco and a few of his men in the mountains of 
Chihuahua. That was a local grievance against the Chihuahua State 
government conducted by Creel, who was at one time ambassador 
from Mexico to Washington, and a very nice man. It was a griev- 
ance against the Terrazas family, of which Creel was a member. 
These mountain people undoubtedly had grievances against that 
government. They were oppressed, and their crops failed. They 
did not want to pay the taxes. They wanted to get time and it was 
not granted, and they had all sorts of grievances. The revolution 
was started against the Creel and Terrazas régime. When that revo- 
lution assumed larger proportions, then Madero thought “ Here is 
my chance to get in,” and he did. 


AFFIDAVIT OF INEZ SALAZAR. 


THE STATE OF TEXAS, County of El Paso: 

Before me, the undersigned authority, on this day personally appeared Inez 
Salazar, who, upon oath first duly made, deposes and says: That he is a native 
and citizen of the Republic of Mexico, having been born 34 years ago in the 
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town of Sabinal, and State of Chihuahua, and Republie of Mexico; that he is 
at present temporarily in the city of El Paso, El Paso County, Tex.; that he held 
the position of commandante in the revolutionary army of Francisco I. Madero, 
having enlisted in said army on the 4th day of December, A. D. 1910, and having 
retired from same in April, 1911; that during the period of time between said 
dates he was in command of revolutionary troops operating in the State of 
Chihuahua and Republic of Mexico in the interests of the revolutionary party 
and in opposition to the Federal or Diaz régime; that be had from 35 to 400 
men in his immediate command; that his command operated in various portions 
of the said State, and that in so operating it was necessary for he and those 
under his command to seize and forcibly take possession of property belonging to 
Various individuals, American citizens as well as citizens of Mexico, for the 
commissary of his soldiers; that fn pursuance of the directions received by him 
from bis superior ottieers he did from time to time seize and possess himself of 
articles of merchandise necessary for his said command. 

That on the 26th day of December, A. D. 1910, at the town of Sabinal, in the 
State of Chihuahua and the Republic of Mexico, he seized goods, wares, and 
merchandise belonging to and being the property of D. C. Sutton, said property 
being of the value of $7,000 Mexican currency, and having been taken by afliant, 
as comlandante in said army and under his direction, from the store or said 
Sutton. 

That on the 8th day of March, A. D. 1911, in the town of Sabinal, the State 
of Chihuahua and the Republie of Mexico, attiant, as commandante of said 
tile of revolutionary soldiers, did seize and possess himself of goods. wares, and 
merchandise of the value of $6,035.50 Mexican curreney from the possession of 
D. C, Sutton and from the store of the said D. C. Sutton at said place and at 
said time. 

That on the 23d day of January, A. D. 1911, your affiant, acting in the said 
capacity of commandante in the revolutionary army, diq seize and possess 
himself of certain goods, wares, and merchandise of the value of $8,070 Mexican 
currency, said property being taken from the possession of D. C. Sutton and from 
the store of said D. C. Sutton at said place and at said time. 

That your alliant seized said property belonging to the said Sutton, amounting 
in the aggregate to $21,105.50 Mexican money. That he seized same and used 
same for the benefit of the revolutionary army under Francisco I. Madero: that 
said property was utilized for the benctit of said revolutionary army in sustain- 
ing the soldiers actually engaged in operating actively in the field: that athant, 
upon seizing said property, gave to the said Sutton his receipts for same, 
signed by afflant as commiundante: that in so seizing and possessing himself of 
said property said alħant was acting under the orders and directions of 
his superior officers, and especially so of the chief of the revolution, Francisco 
I. Madero, 

That afliant has no interest in the claim to which the above testimony relates, 
and that he is not the attorney or agent of any person having such claim, or in 
any way connected therewith: that affiant is voluntarily giving this testimony for 
the purpose of doing justice to Mr. D., C. Sutton in the loss sustained by hin, 
the said Sutton, because of the operation of the said column of revolutionary 
soldiers in the vicinity of Sabinal, Mexico. 

Wherefore athant verifies. 


i 
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INEZ SALAZAR 
Tre STATE OF TEXAS, County of Fl Paso: 

I. E. M. Marteeuy, a notary publie in and for El Paso County, Tex. do 
hereby certify that the above and foregoing instrument was subscribed and 
sworn to before me by Inez Salazar, the atliant, on this the 4th day of October, 
A. D. 1911. 

I further certify that I am a notary public in and for the county of El Paso 
and the State of Texas, and am authorized by law to take depositions and 
administer oaths; and that I have no interest in the claim to which the above 
testimony relates; and that I am not the agent or attorney of any such person 
having such a elaim, or in any way connected therewith. . 

I further certify that I am personally acquainted with Mr. Inez Salazar, the 
affiant. 

I further certify that the above and foregoing instrument was reduced to 
writing in my presence, by myself as a stenographer, and that the same was 
carefully read to the affiant by me hefore being signed by him. 

Witness my hand and seal of office this the 4th day of October, A. D. 1911. 


[ SEAT. ] E. M. MARTEENRY, 
Notary Public in and for El Paso County, Tez. 
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Senator Farı. I introduce the following affidavit of Margaret 
Carlin for the purpose of showing that even the revolutionists in 
Chihuahua have made statements corroborative of the evidence of 
Mr. McCormick, the United States attorney, and of Mr. Robinson, 
his assistant at Los Angeles, concerning the socialistic doctrines 


which have been promulgated among the Mexicans: 
STATE OF TEXAS, 
County of El Paso, ss: 

Margaret Carlin, being duly sworn, on oath says that both she and her hus- 
band are citizens of the United States, she being a native of Wisconsin and her 
husband having been born in Canada, but a resident of Wisconsin since he was 
a little boy. ‘Phat affiant and her husband have three children. and that 
her husband has been residing in Mexico for six years, in the employ of the 
Pearson Co, and in business for himself, having for the last year been engaged 
in raising cattle and in farming. 

That for the past year they have made their home about 2 miles from 
Colonia Dublan, in the State of Chihuahua, but though living in proximity to 
the Mormon colony at that place they are not Mormons, and have at all times 
since their residence in Mexico claimed their American citizenship, lived and 
conducted their lives according to the best standard of their home people; 
that they have taken no part in the troubles in Mexico, affiant remaining 
at home with her children and husband, taking care of the same, and the 
husband taking care of his farming business and keeping aloof from both sides 
of the revolutionary trouble. 

Affiant says that about the middle of last July their home was visited by 
three Mexicans, claiming to belong to the revolutionary bands in that vicinity, 
aut a time when aftiant’s husband was away and she was alone with her two 
children. At such time three of these so-called soldiers drove into the yard 
around the house and demanded to be admitted to the house; that affiant 
protested, and thereupon one of them leveled his gun upon affiant and threat- 
ened her if she did not permit them to come into the house without resistance, 
but that aftiant had her son tell them that she had locked the door and that 
she was armed, and that they could not get in without meeting with resistance. 
At this time they cursed allant and abused her greatly and threatened her 
With bodily harm, and that they would break into the house, but that aftiant 
had secured arms on the inside and was determined to resist their coming in, 
and so they finally concluded they had better not attempt it and went away. 

About two weeks after the occurrence above stated, a large number of such 
soldiers came to aftiant’s house when afliant was again alone with her two 
boys, her husband being away at work on the ditches. and demanded admission, 

And atliant here continuing this narrative in the first person says: 

After the occurrence above stated we padlocked the gate, and about the 
27th of July a large body of soldiers, about 150 in all. passed the place, 40 
or 50 stopping and demanding that if I did not unlock the gate they would 
break it open. I had the little boy then tell them Mr. Carlin had the key 
and as soon as he eame he would unlock it. Mr. Carlin saw them and came 
down as quickly as possible and went to the gate, trying to talk them out 
of coming in, telling them that we had nothing, but at this they leveled their 
guns at him, telling him they would kill him if he did not open the gate. 
This frightened me and I told Mr. Carlin he had better let them in. He 
Unlocked the gate and they all came in; that is, between 40 and 50 of them. 
I then locked our living-room door and they demanded to enter there and 
threatened to kill Mr. Carlin on the outside, pounding him against the door. 
He said to me, “ Maybe you had better open the door,” and I opened it, and 
they all rushed in the living room and I had put the two rifles under the 
bed clothes as they came in, and the first thing they made a rush for the rifles. 
Mr. Carlin protested when they took the second rifle and they cursed him 
and said they would kill him. and one raised his gun and with the heavy end 
of the gun tried to strike him across the head, and in warding off the blow 
Mr. Carlin threw his hand up and they struck him across the wrist with a 
severe blow. Then they searched the house for money and ammunition, but 
they did not find any ammunition. Then they went to my wardrobe looking 
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for money. They tore my clothes out of the wardrobe and threw them on the 
floor and trampled on them. They took our field glasses and one of the 
common soldiers slung them across his shoulder, When I protested about 
trampling my clothes they shoved me across the room, cursing me at the same 
time. Then they picked up bridles, etc.. and everything they saw which took 
their faney. At the time they struck my husband I tried to ward off the blow 
and threw my hand up and got a portion of the blow across my hand. 

After having taken all they could they finally left, cursing the Americans ag 


they went. After this band left others came, two of them demanding to enter, 


but when we told them that the ethers had taken all we had they were quite 
decent and one man talked very good English. He said the reason they were 
treating Americans this way was because the United States allowed Madero to 
g0 over and get all the ammunition and guns he wanted and would not let them. 
He said they were going to treat the Americans as mean as they could and with 
as much contempt, so that it would bring on a revolution, which they very much 
desired. One of them also said that they were going to go jinto the United 
States and all the socialists of the United States were going to join them and 
they were going to have a socialistic revolution in the United States—the poor 
gainst the rich. 

He also said: Why should they care anything about protecting the American 
colonists in Mexico, as your own people in the United States de not intend ta 
protect vou? 

This band went away and several others came, and when they found out the 
others had taken everything they also went on. On the 28th I abandoned every- 
thing and left on the first refugee train for El Paso, where I am now. Mr. 
Carlin stayed at the colony, and I expect him out in a day or two with the rest 
of the colonists. 

MARGARET CARLIN. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 12th day of August, A. D. 1912. 


[SEAT. ] W. M. JouHnston, Notary Public. 


Senator Farr. I introduce a number of other affidavits which are 
cumulative testimony as to the conditions in Mexico. We have had a 
great deal of testimony on this point, but still I introduce these: 


AFFIDAVIT OF NIELS LARSEN, 


STATE OF TEXAS, Counti of El Paso, ss: 


Niels Larsen, being duly sworn, on his oath says that he is a citizen of the 
United States, but has been residing in Mexieo temporarily for the past year, 
and last October, together with his partner, Mr. Bowman. under the firm name 
of Bowman & Larsen, engaged as grade eontractor for the construction of the 
railroad grade with Mr. L. E. Booker, who at that time commenced to build a 
railroad from Pearson to Pacheco, in the State of Chihuahua. and as such con- 
tractor has been netively in charge on the ground of the teams and employees 
used by the firm of Bowman & Larsen in performing sueh contract; such firm 
having themselves about 200 employees, and having control over the employees 
of subcontractors under them to the number of about 200. 

That in performing such work it was necessary that affiant and his partner 
should, and they did, obtain and use on such work large numbers of work 
animals in teams and otherwise, and wagons, plows, serapers, and other mpe: 
ery and property usual to that elass of work, and that they also kept a large 
commissary supply on such work for the furnishing of their own and the em- 
Plovees of their subcontractors, so that the snid Bowman and attant had an a 
vestinent in all such property of the cost to them of more than seventy Ses 
(S70,000) dollars, representing actial cash by them laid out and expended; 
that atfiant and his partner were fendered and accepted such work at a time 
when they had no reason to believe that it was dangerous or risky to be in Soy 
part of Mexico, but stbsequent to the Madero revolution and when all i 
peaceful: that they were assured of every protection and of the right to per a 
with the work peacefully. and rested upon that assurance at the time of ls 
meneing the same Athant says that they were not interfered with he De 
appreciable extent in the prosecution of their work until the month ot oe a 
1912, when the rebel forces under Orozco came into their camps and de M a 
arms and ammunition in such a way as to compel afliant wud his employees 
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furnish the same to such defendants; that about the Ist of July, 1912, that sec- 
tion of country was overrun by the rebel soldiers under Orozco’s general control, 
he being represented by a superior officer who styled himself Gen. Salazar, 
This general made his headquarters at Casas Grandes, about 25 miles from 
affiant’s principal camp. and the soldiers of Gen. Salazar commenced imme- 
diately to overrun that section of country from its general headquarters; that 
the first visit that these soldiers made resulted in their taking forcibly some 
commissary supplies from affiant, amounting, perhaps, to about $200, and a few 
days afterwards about 40 of them came and competed afħant to turn his firm's 
horses out of the corral for them and put the rebels’ horses in their place and 
feed them well, which demand affiant complied with, because of the evident 
danger he would be in if he refused to do so. They also compelled affiant to 
have supper provided for some of their officers and went into the commissary 
and took about $150 worth of supplies for their men without pay therefor, and 
the next morning they seized tive head of atfiant’s horses and took them away 
without any pay therefor, by force, and from that day forward nearly every 
day these rebel soldiers were on the line of work taking from aftiant whatever 
they wanted, whether it was commissary supplies or horses or personal property 
belonging to affiant or his employees, which they were able to do by threat of 
danger to the lives of attiant and such employees if any resistance was made to 
their demands, and this went on from day to day, gradually becoming worse 
each day, and more dangerous to the lives of all the Americans, until affiant 
and the other Americans were compelled to abandon the camp and flee for their 
lives, which they did on the 31st of July. 

That previous to the 380th of July these outrages had become such that it was 
perfectly apparent that no American's life was safe, Gen. Salazar having told 
all the Americans that their lives would be taken if it was necessary to take the 
same, and that all their property would be taken which the rebels desired to 
take without any protection being given to them. This information was given 
by Gen. Salazar to representatives of the Americans, and, among others, to 
affiant’s partner, Mr. Bowman, who went to Gen, Salazar in their own names 
and as representatives of the other Americans to protest, and they returned 
with directions from Gen, Salazar to scatter the news amongst the Americans 
that this was the way they were going to be treated, and after this information 
was brought to atìant. amongst others, it was apparently evident that it was 
genuine and represented the true intent of such rebel commander and his 
soldiers. 

On July 30, previous to the Americans concluding it best to abandon the work 
and get away as soon as possible, visits were made to the camp by various 
bodies of rebel soldiers, who seized afliant and other people in such eamp and 
compelled them to pay money for their liberty, athant being arrested and con- 
pellet o pay over one hundred (S100) dollars in order to be released, and that 
and other amounts being secured from other persons under affiant’s employ or 
contracting for alliant in the same way; that the news was brought to aant 
on the night of July 80: that on the following day another raid of a similar 
kind was going to be made, and that all the Americans from whom the money 
could be extorted were going to be subjected to the same process, and that they 
would not get off as easily the second time as they had the first time. Not only 
was afhant and the other Americans in fear of their lives by the conduct of 
these soldiers, but the attitude of some of the Mexiean employees changed to 
one antagonistic to the life of Americans engaged on such work, without any 
cause Whatever, except the general hatred which had become instilled in these 
people through what was said was President Tafts policy in opposition to the 
revolution, «and almost daily in camp if became apparently evident that bitter 
hatred of Americans was being inspired by all who were in sympathy with the 
Orozco movement, and insults to the face of alliant and other Americans and 
personal threats of bodily danger and destruction of property had become a 
daily event and was expected and fenred whenever afliant came into the presence 
of that class of people in that vicinity, 

That affiant and all of the Americans tried to avoid all trouble. behaved 
themselves in an entirely peaceable and coneiliatory way, and did everything 
possible fo prevent the necessity of abandoning their property. and tried to 
secure justice and proteetion, until if became dangerous to remain. This was 
amply proven by the fact that at the time alliant escaped he bad to give up his 
horse and make his way from the immediate vicinity of the camp with his 
loaded weapons in hand and ready for instantaneous use, a large party of 
rebels being in the camp, seizing all horses and other material belonging to 
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affiant which they desired at the time of affiant’s escape, and affiant being com- 
pelled to hide behind a tree to protect himself from capture at such moment. 

Atliant says that he left camp on the afternoon of July 31 and joined a party 
of about a dozen, including Mr. Atwood, chief engineer for L. E. Booker, upon 
such work, all of the party eseaping through the mountains and taking circuitous 
and unknown trails and routes in order to escape observation, and riding for 
five days, a distance of about 175 miles, being at one time in the saddle for 36 
hours, until they reached the United States at a remote boundary point, and 
that if they had not left at the very time they did it would have been im- 
possible for them to have escaped. 

Aftiant says that in leaving the camp and the work being constructed they 
had to abandon all of the supplies and property to whatever wreckage and 
looting thereof such rebel soldiers and the other antagonistic elements chose to 
make of such property; that much of it had already been taken before athant’s 
flight, and much of it was being taken at the time affiant left, and atliant has 
no idea but what all of if that they can use in any way, and especially all of the 
teams and commissary supplies, were taken within the day of or a very short 
time after such flight, although afhant is as yet not actually informed, as he 
has not been able ta get any word up to the present as to the condition of 
affairs in that vicinity. 

Affiant says that in leaving such property he did not act precipitately, but 
as a man would act who has had much border experience and who is not afraid 
to face such difficulties wherever there was a possibility of being able to pre 
serve his life and held on to his property; that the whole situation was such 
that it was clearly imminent that the Americans who did not leave would be 
killed or subject to great danger, and that it was simply foolhardy to stay or 
try to protect himself or his property an hour longer, 

Affiant further says that there were ineluded in the property which he was 
compelled to so abandon, including what was taken by such rebels a few days 
hefore his escape, the following list of property and the value thereof, as near 
as affiant can approximate the same: 


Commissary suppos aoe rey Ry si eee le $25, 000 
TOO sacks of CORN. eee tet eee Se ee a 8. 500 
H Co) FcR af Lr 0c Cae sses a wd Pe aa baa O a 1, OW 
3800 boxes (VIVA Cs 5 oe soe eee a ee a 6, 000 
GE kews Nack powde'cc. 2222s ses cn oe cs ee es 8. 000 
Office, commissary buildings, shops, barns, and corrals 2a- WELLL 
T20 sinal afent Si ae at gl e ie Sse a ee ee ee 1,600 
Cook tent and kitehen outfit. -2-2~2-- ~~~ ee HAN 
SN US P EEE P am a E EES S S A le en ee 600 
OE Sea a ae ca Eee Se as oh oe ea oa eS © 5, 000 
37 sets cenrt WATNOSN 2G he ee a Se 1, 400 
TR sets harness 32 ae ee es es Sit Bs tah NN ic ps ele ene OM) 
TRS pS ca Se ae en ie ee te ne tae ee 1, (WM) 
Fe. POTN M Gl epee Ds Bice a wes ee ee tet ht etn ates. eg 
RUM) GIVE) Se = ous oko 4 hay os See Aan Be to ae oleae a Mah T 
LE a AE E E E A SE A E E E AA E I thle tig AA 1. 000 
250 wheelbarroWS---------------------- EELS See A E EE eee 2.0 
PATOS NOS oaa a eee Steen a a aa n eal Tuts at) 
i RE 8 1 eaaa aaa a PE a REN at eae CPN TT 100 
g Oe E © ay 1.111 eee eo EEE IR edge et PNT CED SONNE RIOR SECT 100 
60 horses and MMOS 22 eee 12, 000 

Toril csr Ler aces a Sc tae fees pol is eet a de apd tes 70, 650 


And further affiant saith not, 
NIELS LARSEN. 
Subscribed und sworn to before me this 10th day of August, A. D. 1912. 


W. M. JOHNSTON, | 
Notary Publie. 


AFFIDAVIT OF BARNETT SMITH. 


STATE OF TEXAS, County of El Paso, gs: 
My name is Barnett Smith, and To owas born in Alaculsey, Ga., In 1859, and 
was raised in Ocoee, Tenn. My father and mother reside there now. In Sep- 
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' tember, 1909, T moved to Mexico and bought farming land near Colonia Dublan, 
in the State of Chihuahua, and settled upon the same and commenced) business 
of farming. Colonia Dublan is the headquarters town for a lot of Mormons, 
hut there are other Americans in that vicinity also who are pot Mormons. I am 
not a Mormon. I have pursued the occupation of farming on that land and of 
building up my place since that time, having 65 acres of land in cultivation 
and having the ownership of a good lot of farming animals, a farmhouse, 
where my wife lives with me on the place. She is an American also, a native 
of Pennsylvania, where she has been for about six months. On July 20, 1909, 
While 1 was at the office for mail a rebel soldier came to my place and took 
one of my horses. I followed his trail for 2 miles and found my horse tied 
in a man’s yard. I asked why my borse had been taken, and he replied that 
a rebel soldier had brought the horse there: and when I asked that my horse 
be delivered to me, he untied him, and I took the rope in hand, and the rebel 
soldier came out and seized a sword and insulted me with many abusive words, 
drew the sword and said he would kill me; but 1 led the horse away, when he 
Raid that he would visit me that night with a company of men and they would 
take my lfe, but I was not molested again until the 27th of July, when a large 
number of rebel soldiers enme to my place and asked for water and food, which 
I freely gave. They bid me good-by without molesting me, but a few minutes 
later about 40 more entered my yard, demanded the keys to unlock my horses, 
but I refused to grant their request, stating that they were my farm horses 
and that I could not do the work of farming withont them, They then took a 
pick and sledge hanimer, broke the loeks and chains with which my horses were 
confined, and led them inte the yard and demanded the Key of my house, which 
I also refused to give. Then they heaped indignities upon me, threatening to 
kill me, stating that they would drive all Americans out; that Mexico was for 
Mexicans, and, if necessary, they would raise a revolution against Americans 
and drive them out. They still demanded entrance into my house, and when I 
refused to open the door they thrust me twice in the abdomen and struck me 
three heavy blows across my back with a saber, They drew a gun and threat- 
ened to shoot me, but a question which arose among them over the possession 
of my horses attracted their attention, and when they turned from me I walked 
away, leaving them to break into my house, which they did, and took there- 
from practically all valuable articles, leaving me absolutely helpless so far as 
my business was concerned. I went to Colonia Dublan, leaving there on the 
80th of July when I came to El Paso, and am still here with other refugees 
from the community in which I lived. 
BARNETr SMITH, 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 10th day of August, A. D. 1912. 
W. M. JOHNSTON, Notary Public. 


AFFIDAVIT OF H. E, BOWMAN, 


STATE OF TEXAS, County of El Paso, 88: 

H. E. Bowman, on his oath, say that: I am 54 vears of age: a citizen of the 
United States: and have resided for the past 10 years in Colonia Dublan, Chi- 
huahua, Mexico, under the guarantees given to all colonists in that section; 
that during such time I have been engaged in general merchandising, and for 
the past eight years have been general manager of the Union Mercantile, a 
corporation engaged in general merchandisive: that said corporation owned 
real estate to the value of forty thousand ($40,000) and carried a stock of gen- 
eral merehandise in Colonia Dublan of about $160,000 and an additional stock 
Of about $30,000 in our branch store at Colonia Diaz. 

That since the close of the Madero revelution we have been doing an exeel- 
lent business and have enjoyed full protection in our property until about the 
Ist of February, 1912. At this time Gen. Salazar made his headquarters at 
Casas Grandes, reeruifing troops, which later came under the general direction 
of Pascual Orozco: that during the sojourn of Salazar at Casas Grandes we 
Were compelled to furnish supplies amounting to about $1.500, which Gen. 
Salazar promised to pay for, but never did. The rebel troops left our neighbor- 
hood, and we asain enjoyed peace and a prosperous business until they re 
turned from their defeat at Bachimba, about July 1. From then on we were 
compelled to contribute supplies almost daily, but always in an orderly man- 
ner, we consenting to their demands and receiving receipts for what they took, 
always, however, protesting and furnishing as little as possible. 
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During this time Gen. Salazar Zave me a written guaranty of protection 
and prohibiting any of his troops from molesting us or taking any property 
Without a direct order from himself. Gen. Salazar repeatedly, on Various 
occasions, assured me that they would take as little merchandise as possible 
from our store and that they would not molest our horses or other property, 
and especially would allow us to retain our arms to protect our families from 
disorganized and irresponsible parties. This promise and assurance was made 
not only to myself, but to others of our leading men, and especially Junius 
Romney, in my presence. 

On July 26, 1912, I was present in Gen. Salazar's headquarters in Casas 
Grandes when L. P. Atwood requested the return of horses and other property 
Which had been taken from his ciump. and heard what Salazar said to Mr. 
Atwood, At the same time Salazar informed me that he desired the Pesce 
of Junius Ronmey and myself at his headquarters the following day at 10 a. m. 
We went there and were informed by Salazar that he had just returned from 
a conference with Pascual Orozco, and, acting under orders from him, required 
us to come there to inform us that all promises und guaranties formerly given 
were withdrawn; that they proposed to take our horses, saddles, merchandise, 
and all property whenever and Wherever they wished; and, further, that we 
must surrender all of our arms and ammunition. Our conference with Salazar 
lasted about one hour, during which we argued the question over from every 
standpoint and tried to make terms with him by the surrendering of property 
on condition we would be allowed to retain our arms, He absolutely refused 
to consider any of our propositions, or to let us remove our families before sur- 
rendering our arms. In fact, stated that we conld consider ourselves prisoners 
until the arms were fortheoming, and demanded that we send out an order to 
our fellow colonists to bring in their arms. We stated that the arms were per- 
sonal property of each individual; that we had no military organization, and 
no authority to give orders to anyone, but each person must act for himself. 
During the course of our conference Salazar was very bitter in his denuncia- 
tion of what he called the Taft government, stating that they had had to fight 
two governments and would have overcome the Madero government long ago 
had they received the same treatment at the hands of the Taft government 
that had been accorded the Madero government. He claimed that not only had 
they been prevented from obtaining arms and ammunition, but that Madero 
had been allowed to recruit troops on American soil, We explained to him 
that we were not responsible for the policy of Taft's administration, but that 
we ourselves had been neutral, had made our homes among them, and had done 
much for the betterment of their people. He replied that we must either re 
pudiate the Taft government and join them or be responsible for what the Taft 
administration had done and take the consequences, 

He stated while it was not their purpose to take our lives if we conceded all 
their demands, still he aad no guaranty of protection to offer, and we must ek 
to Taft or to Madero for protection. He finally stated that if we would sive 
Up our aris we could remove our families in peace, and if we would do so at 
once could go ourselves if we desired, 

We left Casas Grandes about 11 a. m. and went direct to Colonia Dublan and 
Informed our fellow colonists there of what had happened, After a consul- 
tation of about 20 men, in the presence of a large body of Salazars troops, 
Who were surrounding us, We decided to recommend that the colonists sur- 
render their arms, as a result of Which about 100 rifles and ammunition were 
turned over at Colonia Dublin, During this time, and commencing at ubout 
10.30 a. m. on this date, July 27, a large force of Salazar’s men were helping 
themselves to merchandise in the Union Mercantile store. I was requested by 
the principal citizens of Dublan te go to KI Paso and arrange for transportation 
for our women and children to Hl Paso, and that in the meantime runners 
Would he sent to Colonias Diaz, Juarez, Pacheco, Gareia, and Chuichufa to 
recommend (hem to do the Same, Salazar having already dispatched his troops 
to disarm them also. z l 

a See ae The next morning I made arrangements yee 
disposal, and I at pace ae E Ne 1 of their available rolling stock = ae 
porary quarters fac anc eee: arrangements possible to Et anaes 
A pane ie A children when they arrived, The first io 
aah aa eo ee y =) and une to two trains daily arrived er 
reached Hachita, N, Mex., moine ted EL Paso, and I dneito ieda e 

! Meets VEX, COME overland in Wagons, Since that time I have 
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been busy as chairman of the committee, with headquarters in the American 
National Bank Building, caring for these refugees. 

On leaving Colonia Dublan I left three of my sons and other parties in charge 
of our store and home. According to authentic information the Union Mercan- 
tile store was looted daily, and on August 1 two box cars were stopped in 
front of the store and entirely filled with dry goods and other merchandise which 
was of no value to the troops; that these cars were run to Casas Grandes and 
Pearson and the merehandise distributed among the common people. According 
to information the condition became so tense on August 2 that the men left in 
charge of property in all the aforementioned colonies were compelled to flee 
for their safety, and are still somewhere in the mountains trying to make their 
way to the American border. 

Since that date our homes and all property have been at the mercy of not only 
the soldiers but the surrounding population without any caretakers whatever. 
In addition to our mercantile business above mentioned the Union Mercantile 
owned a large blacksmith and repair shop, with gasolene engine and machinery, 
and a large stock of material worth about $20,000. I personally left a home 
worth $25,000, with 5 neres of orehard and garden heavily loaded with fruit 
and all kinds of vegetables, also one other city block with orchard and growing 
crops, and 20 acres of alfalfa. 

During the 10 years I have lived in Mexico I have broken no law. have always 
been a law-abiding and industrious citizen, and have paid large sums to the 
Mexican Government in taxes. I have not taken any part in their political 
affairs and have always been subject to their officers. AN I have desired or 
contended for is the peaceable possession of my property and the protection 
guaranteed by the civilized nations. I have abandoned everything I possess in 
the world in Mexico, am indebted to various firms and banks in the United 
States and elsewhere for large sums of money borrowed and for merchandise 
not paid for. It is my purpose and desire to return and save what is left of 
my property and occupy my home in Mexico just as soon as it is safe to do so. 

‘And further afliant saith not. 

H. E. BOWMAN. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 10th day of August, A. D. 1912. 


[SEAL ] W. M. JOHNSTON, 
: Notary Public. 


AFFIDAVIT OF L. P. ATWOOD. 


STATE OF TEXAS, County of El Paso, 8s? 


L. P. Atwood, on his oath, being duly sworn, says that he is 39 years of age, 
a citizen of the United States, and resident of EI Paso, Tex.; that since October, 
1911. he has been employed as chief engineer in the construction of a railroad 
by L. BE. Booker, from a connection with the Mexico & Northwestern at Pearson, 
in the State of Chihuahua, Republie of Mexico, to Pacheco, in such State, about 
30 miles from Pearson, and during such period of time has had under his 
superintendence and direetion a large number of native laborers and 15 or 20 
Americans. mainly engineers, the grading work being under the charge of 
Messrs. Bowman & Larsen, American contractors, 

Affiant says that the enterprise referred to was owned by L. E. Booker and 
his associates in the United States, Mr. Booker himself personally being a resi- 
dent of RE Paso, Tex. and a citizen of the United States; that at the time of 
the commencement of such enterprise. in October, 1911, the Madero revolution 
had triumphed, there had been a peaceful election of Mr. Madero as the suceessor 
Of President Diaz. and there was no military trouble or outlawry of any kind 
in the general section of country aroung Pearson and the enterprise was in- 
aucurated and commenced under cntirely peaceful conditions, was welcomed 
by the people in that section, who all tloekes! in to get work, whieh conditions 
continued until in February, 1912. at which time the Orozco revolution started, 

That almost from the time of the start of the Orozeo revolution the situation 
in and around Pearson and Pacheco more or less became embarrassing with 
reference to the prosecution of the work, but it had progressed so far at that 
time and it seemed so probable that the troubles might be overcome and the 
loss would have been so great if the work stopped that it was thought conserva- 
tive to continue the same. and the suid Booker and aflinnt and all of the men 
under atliant’s general direction and control, particuhurly all the Americans, 
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were charged with the duty of being careful and politic. so as not to excite any 
enmity or to enrage any of the people that were in authority or to stir up 
trouble, and the enterprise worked along on this plan during the entire time 
that it progressed: but subsequent to last February affiant and all other men 
In authority on such work from time to time were annoyed and their ACIR 
or less violated by the Orozco soldiers and officers in that they could never hold 
anv teams or sädhlles or personal property or goods in stores provided any of 
the troops desired the Same, and since about the 1st of July, A. D. 1912, when 
the Orozco troops retreated into that section, this course of conduct has been 
almost continuous and more aggravated conduct indulged in toward such Ameri- 
cans and such enterprise, | 

That beginning along about that date the soldiers have almost continuously 
been in and upon the work being prosecuted, and each day, more or less, one 
or more bands did some riding up and down the line, taking whatever they 
wanted, whether of work animals, commissary supplies, or other property; 
that beginning about such date, too, their conduct became of a more violent 
character, with a constant threat of personal violence in their attitude toward 
the Americans, including afliant and toward the enterprise, 

That on the 26th day of July, 1912, shortly after a raid had been made by 
some of Salazars soldiers and several horses taken away from camp, belonging 
to the said Booker and to the subcontractors, afliaut went in person, accompanied 
by Mr. H. E. Bowman. to Casas Grandes, which was Salazar’s headquarters, 
for the purpose of protesting against such robbery and general course of conduct, 
and demanding the return of such horses and other property. affiant stating 
that such property had been taken to Casas Grandes, and was then at such 
place, 

That attiant was granted an interview by the said Salazar. at which the said 
Bowman was present, the reom being full of soldiers at the time. l 

Upon afħant stating the course of conduct which had been pursued by Salazars 
soldiers and asking for return of the property and for guaranty against such 
conduct, he was promptly informed by said Salazar that all guaranties which 
formerly the snid Salazar had promised to afiant and other Americans were 
Withdrawn, to take effect the next day, and that thereafter all the Americans 
would have to protect themselves. He gave as his reasons for this that President 
Tafts administration had been favoring Madero in the revolutionary troubles 
and had been opposing him and the Orozco revolutionists. and because of this the 
Americans in the country would have to take care of themselves, and they would’ 
hot hesitate to take anything which belonged to them when they wanter to do so, 
aud that they would take everything from afliant’s enterprise that they wanted, 
and would take life if there Wis opposition. He sneeringly told affiant that he, 
affiant, might take his rifle and protect himself if he could. and thereupon affiant 
said substantially, “T brought no rifle into this country with me. I did not come 
here to fieht, but to work and prosecute this enterprise, and in coming I depended 
Upon the protection of the authorities here, and I shall still rely on my right to 
that protection.” but Salazar concluded his interview with atliant in the same 
wav. that affinnt or any other American should receive no protection whatever 
from their hands, but must look to President 'Talft or Gen. Huerta. of the 
Mexican Army, or get out of the country, and the interview ended in this same 
spirit on his part. During the course of fs iGO oueSa lage eosiantly Ween 
up the policy of the present administration of the United States as being one 
directly in Opposition to the Orozco followers, aned that their attitude in perse- 
cuting the Americans In Mexico was due to resentment over that. policy. and 
attiant was given to understand straight out that the Orezee people would take 
out their resentment against President Tafts policy on the Americaus in that 
Section of Mexico, À 

Affiant further Suyvs that. as Stated above, there weren large mumber of Mexican 
Soldiers in the room where this interview occurred and a considerable number 
Standing around the doors and outside of the doors listening to what was said. 
and it was very evident that Gen. Calaäazar was making an opportunity out of the 
interview and what he should state therein for Hie purpose of impressing all of 
these soldiers as to what the Spirit of the revolution was to be with reference 
to Americans, and they all listened intently to what was said. The interview 
lasted between 10 and 15 minutes, and throughout the same Gen, Salazar spoke 
in a loud and offensive tone, and the atmosphere changed during the interview 
So that it became on the bart of Gen. Salazar id the eners a very offensive 
and antagonistic one toward Americans, i ` 
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Affiant fully realized and appreciated at the eonclusion of the interview that 
every American who longer remained took his life in his hands, and left the 
interview with that conclusion and undertook to make his way back to where 
the construction work Was going on, in doing which he stayed all night in 
‘olonia Dublan, at which place on the following day a large bunch of Orozco's 
soldiers surrounded the store of Mr. Bowman, athant being in the same at such 
time. and louted the same, taking from the same all that each one of them indi- 
vidually wanted and without leaving auy account of it or being possible to take 
any account thereof, . 

Affiant understands that it was afterwards estimated that about $2,000 worth 
of stuff was taken by these soldiers. At first these looters came in in little 
bunches under the control of officers, Who compelled the clerks to give them 
Whatever they desired, but iu the course of an hour all pretended control was 
relinquished by the officers and the looters swarmed in in numbers without any 
discipline or control. 

Affiant returned that day to the work that he was engaged in prosecuting and 
conferred with some of the American contractors with reference to the situation 
and learned that the same had been growing very intense on the work, due not 
alone to the soldiers, but to the antagonistic sentiments which had been spread 
against the Americans, so that some of the Mexican employees themselves lad 
become ugly and in a threatening attitude, and such things had occurred in the 
way of robbery and interference with the Americans that it seemed to be the 
conservative conclusion of all that it was either abandon all work and get out 
ina day or two or take great risk of their lives and that there was no hope but 
that all of their property was going to be contiseated, but it was thought best 
to hold on for a day or two longer, which they concluded to do, and the following 
day they tried to prosecute their work the same as usual: that by nightfall, 
however, it was evident that any American from whom money could be procured 
by threat or violence would undoubtedly be taken in charge or their money 
extorted, and that night atant was compelled, in order to protect his own safety, 
to sleep out in the mountains, whieh he did. there being a bunch of soldiers in 
possession of the camp that night: that the next day afthant left his horse and 
Saddle in the mountains and prepared in person to eseape from that seetion 
of the country, which he did on the next night by riding out, abondoning his 
Work entirely, going out with a party of nine, being practically all the Americans 
left, riding overland from camp to Hachita, N. Mex.. a distance of about 175 miles 
across the mountains, 

Aftiant says that all of the Americans in such party found it necessary to 
conceal their intention and their acts in leaving: that the whole atmosphere 
Was one of insult and threats of danger from both the soldiers and a part of 
the Mexican employees on the work for several days before this party left: 
and the day before it left the Mexican soldiers had conmmepeed extorting money 
from the Americans on the work, aflant giving out that one gentleman, Mr. 

arsen, had heen held up, and being well aware that it was true that he was 
to be treated in the same manner, affiant being informed that it was talked 
around through the camp that affinnt was considered a representative of big 
interests and that he was to be compelled to pay several thousand dollars for 
his liberty. Afliant further states that this party was compelled to travel over 
the mountains in this way in order to get out, beeause it would not have been 
sufe for them to have gone through the regular avenues of travel to the rail- 
road about 15 miles away. 

Affiant says that in leaving at such juneture he was compelled to abandon to 
such people, entirely free from any protection of eare, property of the company 
Which he represented of great value, and that while he has not been able to 
hear from there since, the situation is such that it is highly probable that prac- 
tically all of it had been seized, taken, or destroyed, and that such property 
was of general description as follows: 

Approximate value, 
J sawmill, complete, with blacksmith shep and 9 or 10 logging wagons- #10, 000 


AGUNG ON VS rene Sit a ae ch hae tt ee Bee 150, 00) 
Headquarters cump equipment, houses, bedding, furnishings, ete 2 ___ 4, O00 
Stock of commissary supplies. .----------------------------.------- 5, 000 
Com and ANN so a ae ni eR Nat ee i eS Cea Dm T00 
18 freight Wagons- ------------------- a E S cel bo ak it 5, 000 
OO Sell 0t WiNeSS aa ee ee ee ee a aS ee ae 6. 000 


90 head of mules and horses___.--~_-----------+------+-------- ae 18, 000 


4 
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Approximate value, 


BS te see tes ae dP hae un thee ts tn ede ne PTO 
2 cows with calves... 1.4) 
3 hogs and 6 11 CT iy 1 St ne a en Ct eo ep 300) 

Bridge camp equipment, commissary supplies, with tools and equipment 
ES UR ol 22 2g N CIC , 000 

4 engineering instruments, with tools and equipment, tents, and ¢om- 
missary supplies oe 4, 000 
NINN, Apia cp S Sce Fi pa ies Sar yes ae teh tee SS adn, pth tes a eNom i 207, XN) 


In conclusion, aftinnt desires to say that the attitude of the Mexican soldiers 
in that section of Mexico is that the Americans have no business in the claim 
of ownership to property; that it doesn't make any difference what their titles 
are, “ Mexico belongs to Mexicans,” and the Americans should be forced to get 
eut. This was pliinly stated to atliant at one time by one of the Mexican oflicers, 
Maj. Gutierrez, to whom afliant had complained of the outrages of some of his 
troops, such officer stating in so many words to afliant that Mr. Booker had no 
right to claim any titles or property, that he was an American, and that all lands 
in Mexico belonged to Mexicans. 


And further athiant saith not. 
L. P. ATWOOD. 


TESTIMONY OF ELLA STEVENS. 


Ella Stevens, being first duly sworn by the chairman, testified as 
follows: l 

Senator Smrru. Where do you live? 

Miss Srevens. Colonia Pacheco, Chihuahua, Mexico. e 

Senator Samiti. Do you consider yourself a citizen of the United 
States? 

Miss Srrvens. Yes, sir. l 

Senator Sarru. Where did you live before you went to Mexico? 

Miss Srevexs. At Holden, Miller County, Utah. 

Senator SmiTH. I want you to tell where you were and what you 
were doing at the time you were interfered with by the revolutionists. 
I assume they were revolutionists: 

Miss Srevens. Yes. sir. , : 

Senator SmiTH. Tell it in your own way, and do not omit anything 
Important. l , 

Miss Stevens. We were picking berries above our orchard. We 
heard a dog bark, and looked up and saw a man standing there. 

Senator SMITH. What day was this? 

Miss Stevens. It was August 26, 1912. 

Senator Smirin. Who was this man you saw standing there? 

_ Miss Srevens. He was a Mexican. He was standing at the foot 
of the blackberry patch. We went on picking, and in a moment 
looked up again and saw another one coming up out of the brush be- 
hind the first one. When the second one came up to the first one 
they stood as though they were counseling over something. 
course we could not hear what they were saving. 

They went on down toward the foot of the patch and down toward 
the main road, and we supposed they were going farther on down 
toward our home. The place where we were picking the berries is 
just over a low ridge, and the men passed along a lower part of the 
ground, where they were out of our sight. We were looking for them 
to come up again into sight over a little rise. Instead of seeing them 
there we saw them creeping up in the bushes toward us, and when 
they were nearly to us they stood up and looked over the bushes. 
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Senator Smrru. Did they motion to you? 

Miss Stevens. No; one of the men spoke in English, and said 
“Come here.” He went around to head us off from our main road, 
but we went through some brush by a roundabout way and escaped 
them. They were in the bushes and did not see us when we escaped 
them, for we went around them into the main road. We looked back 
and saw them and they saw us at the same time. 

The blackberry patch was above the upper orchard, and when we 
came down to the upper orchard we decided to go down the road 
in the orchard and continue picking fruit; but we saw them following 
us, and so I said to my sister, “ Let one of us go down and tell father. 
You go and tell him and I will stay here and watch and see what 
they are up to.” She suggested that we both go to the house. So we 
thought we would walk along toward the house and pick fruit as 
we went so we would have that much more done. We looked and 
saw the men coming toward us and so we went on toward the house. 

When we reached the house our mother and other sister were in 
the lower orchard picking fruit. We inquired for our father and 
found that he had gone out to the field. While we were waiting for 
him to come—while one of the children had gone for him—we 
picked fruit there in the lower orchard by the house. We heard their 
dog bark again, near the bottom of the upper orchard, so we knew 
the Mexicans were still following us. Just at this time we went into 
the house, and our mother called out to our father and told him 
what had happened. 

Senator Smirn. Had anything happened up to that time more than 
you have told us? 

Miss Stevens. We just told him that the Mexicans were there 
and how they were heading us off and following us up, that they 
had spoken to us, and that they were still following us, and that as 
we had hurried thev had seemed to hurry also. 

Senator Smrru. How far away were they from you at the time you 
first saw them at the lower end of the patch? 

Miss Srrvens. About 60 yards. 

Senator Smitu. Did they get any closer to you than that when 
they came to speak to you in the bushes? 

Miss Stevens. Thev were then about the distance of six rows of 
trees. The rows are about 24 vards apart. 

Senator Smirn. They were then about 15 yards away. Were they 
close enough so that you knew they were trying to overtake you? 

Miss Stevens. Yes. When the second one came up he had a dag- 
ger in his hand. I omitted to state that. 

Senator Smiru. You said your father came to the house. 

Miss Stevens. He came in and took his shotgun and went out to 
the side of the lower orchard. My sister Emma suggested that we 
go up and finish the picking of the fruit while father was there. So 
we two and my sister Abbie started up there. As we were up at the 
top of the lower orchard we saw father at the upper orchard, going 
on the north side of the patch. He was about 30 yards up the row. 
The two Mexicans were ambushed there and came out as he was go- 
ing between the rows. They came out onto him. He went out 
behind them and we saw them coming down in front of him, and 
my sister said, “It looks like father is driving them.” They walked 
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a few steps ahead of him and then one of them turned quickly and 
stabbed him. We heard him call, but could not tell what he said. 
We hurried up there to him as fast as we could run, and while we 
were running up we heard two shots. 

Senator SĒmıru. Was there any shooting before he was stabbed! 

Miss Stevens. No, sir. 

Senator Smitu. How far were you from your father when he was 
stabbed? 

Miss Stevens. He was in one orchard and we were at the top of the 
other, about 100 yards away. 


Senator SairH. Had he overtaken the two men or had they circled 
around him ? 


Miss Stevens. He was going up through the orchard and they 
came out of the bushes. 


Senator SMITH. You say they were “ambushed.” What do you 
mean by that? 

Miss Stevens. They were hidden in the bushes. 

Senator SmıTH. After you saw your father was stabbed, then what 
occurred ? 

Miss Stevens. The rows of trees hid them from our view when we 
were running. We heard two shots while we were running. 

Senator SÊmrru. Then what happened? . 

Miss Stevens. Next, we saw the fellow that was running, with his 
left hand over his right side. At the end of the third row of trees 
we saw father and the other Mexican the length of their guns apart, 
and they went into the ditch and went out of our view. As soon as 
“we came to them, the Mexican was lying in the ditch, and father was 
trving to take the knife from him. The Mexican was across the gun 
and father was sitting on him, and hold of the hand that held the 
knife. The Mexican was trving to stab him again, and father was 
holding the knife and trving to take it from the Mexican when we 
eame up. We both went toward the Mexican. and T took hold of 
father’s hands, and my sister took hold of the blade of the knife, and 
we both arose at the same instant. While we were going up there 
picked up an oak stick about 4 feet long. I laid this down just 
before going to take hold of the hand to help take the knife away. 
I stepped around on the other side of them and took hold of the gun 
and worked it out from under them, and my sister picked up this 
stick and hit the Mexican in the face with the stick. At this he 
made an extra move and father at this moment fainted from loss of 
blood and fell over on the ground. The Mexican arose and came at 
my sister. I pulled her back, and picked up the gun, and he thought 
I might shoot. 

Senator Smirnu. Did vou put it to vour shoulder. 

Miss Srevens. No: T held it in my hand. Tt was quite muddy 
and I was trving to work it. and he, seeing that I was getting it 
ready, began to go away. T followed him a few steps, and watcher 
him until he went out of sight around the next row of trees, and then 
we paid our attention to our father, who was lying on the ground. 
and we did not see either of the Mexicans after this. 

Senator Smiri. Was the first Mexican apparently wounded? 

Miss Stevens. Yes. 

Senator Smiru. When he went away? 
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Miss Stevens. Yes. 

Senator Smrrn. You never saw him again? 

Miss Srevens. No, sir. 

Senator Sar. Had the second one been shot—the one that you 
saw there with your father? | 

Miss Stevens. We do not know. He walked away slowly. We 
do not know whether he was wounded or whether he did not know 
whether to go on or to come back. We wondered why he left so 
slowly, as if he was afraid, or waiting to see what we would do. 

Senator Smiru. Did you take your father to the house 4 

Miss Srevens. While I was walking a few steps toward the Mex- 
ican my sister went to my father, and he was on his elbows and knees, 
with his head bowed, and he soon lay down on the ground. She took 
his head in her lap. and she was sitting there when I came back to 
them. She went after some water and bathed his face, and while 
we were moving him a step or two he gave a faint groan, and that 
was the last. 

Senator Smiru. He died? 

Miss Stevens. Yes; he died at that time; and we carried him into 
the house and laid him on the bed. 

Senator SMITH. Did either of these Mexicans lay hands on you or 
your sister? 

Miss Stevens. No, sir. He came within 2 feet of her with the 
knife, but I pulled her back in time to keep her from being stabbed 
with the knife. 

Senator Smirn. Do you think that is what he intended to do? 

Miss Stevens. Yes: he came at her with his knife ready. 

Senator Sairu. If you had not held the gun, you think he would 
have stabbed her? 

Miss Srevens. Yes. Just as I took the gun up and pulled her back, 
he hesitated an instant. and then he decided to take a step backward, 
and he then turned and walked away. 

Senator Smitu. You say this Mexican and your father both went 
into the ditch? 

Miss Stevens. Yes. 

Senator Smiru. Was there any water in the ditch? 

Miss Srrvens. No, sir. : 

Senator Smiru. Your father was on top of him? 

Miss STEvENs. Yes. 

Senator Smiru. Sitting on him, holding him down? 

Miss Stevens. Yes. 

Senator SmirH. By force, or was the man apparently injured? 

Miss Stevens. We do not know whether he was injured or not. 

Senator Smirxa. But your father was evidently able to master him 
in that situation, even after he had been stabbed ? 

Miss Srevens. Yes; until father fainted. When we saw them, it 
appeared that the Mexican had rushed upon him to stab him again, 
and he was trying to protect himself. It looked as if they both went 
down on the ground, and he had managed to get on top. 

Senator Smirn. Your father had? 

Miss Srevens. Yes. 

Senator Smrru. Where did this Mexican stab him? 
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‘Miss Stevens. In the right side. 

Senator Smiry. Was this the first time you had ever been mo- 
lested ? 

Miss Srevens. Yes. 

Senator SMITH. State where your place is located, with reference 
to some town or village. 

Miss Srevens. It is located about three-quarters of a mile north 
of Colonia Pacheco. 

Senator SMit. Was either of these Mexicans in uniform? 

Miss Stevens. No. sir. à 

Senator SMITH. In your opinion was either of them a soldier? 

Miss Srevens. The insurrecto soldiers are never in uniform. 

Senator Smrru. Were there any soldiers in the vicinity of your 
house at that time? 

Miss Stevens. Yes: there were a few rebels around there that we 
know had deserted from the bunch. They passed right by us as they 
came back. The army had gone by. 

Senator SMirH. Were these a part of that band? 

Miss Stevens. We could not say whether they were a part of that 
band or whether they were some that were following the rebels and 
stealing what they could. After the rebels got what they wanted 
these other men would come and get what was left. 

Senator SMITH. Have vou told everything that transpired from 
the time you saw these men until they went away? Did they make 
any physical attack on you other than you have stated? 

Miss Srevens. No, sir. 

Senator SMITH., Did they grab you by the arms or attempt to drag 
you away? 

Miss STEVENS. No, sir, 

Senator SMITH. From the time yon first saw them until you went 
to the ditch where the Mexican and your father were you were some 
little distance from them? 

Miss STEVENS. Yes. 

Senator SMITH. And the only overtures they made to you were 
from the bushes when they called to you? 

Miss Stevens. Yes. They were quite near us then. 

Senator Samir. Wow near? As near as across this room? 

Miss Stevens. A little farther than that. 

Senator SMITH. Fifty feet away ? 

Miss Srevens. About 15 vards away. 

Senator SĮmitH. Have they attempted any harm either to yourself 
or vour brother or your mother since then? 

Miss STEVENS. No, sir. 

Senator Sarri. Had they before? 

Miss STEVENS. No. sir. 

Senator Smit. What happened after that? 

Miss STEVENS. We left the next dav. There were two other men 
in Colonia Pacheco, and they were sent for, and the next morning 
we came down to Juarez, and we have not been back there since. 

Senator SMITH. What ìs vour sister's name? 

Miss Strevens, Her name is Emma. 
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TESTIMONY OF EMMA STEVENS. 


Emma Stevens, being first duly sworn by the chairman, testified 
as follows: 

Senator SMITH. Is your version of this matter the same as your 
sister’s ? 

Miss STEVENS. Yes. 

Senator Smiru. Entirely? 

Miss Stevens. Yes. 

Senator SMITH. When you struck this Mexican with that stick, 

was he lving on his back or his side? 

Miss Stevens. He was lying on his back, with his hand holding the 
knife toward father's face. ‘Tle was trving to strike father in the 
face with the knife. When I struck him, he fell back in the ditch. 
His head was raised from the ground. He fell back. and that pre- 
vented him from striking father again. 

Senator SMITH. You finally got the knife away from him? 

Miss Stevens. No. sir: we tried to eet it, but we did not succeed. 

Senator SMITH. Did he take it away with him? 

Miss Srrvens. Yes. 

Senator SmitH. Do you know whether he struck vour father more 
than once with the knife? | 

Miss Stevens. I think not. Father only had one wound, with the 
exception of cut fingers. 

Senator SMITH. And in all respects your statement would be the 
same as the one which your sister has made? 

Miss Stevens. Yes. 


TESTIMONY OF WALTER J. STEVENS. 


Walter J. Stevens. being first duly sworn by the chairman. testified 
as follows: 

Senator Smit. Where were you the day your father was killed? 

Mr. Srevens. I went out to look after cattle and horses in the 
mountains. We had been hiding out some of our horses, and I went 
to look after the horses. 

Senator Smita. So that you were not there at the time this hap- 
pened ? 

Mr. Stevens. No, sir. 

Senator SmirH. You did not see these men at all? 

Mr. Stevens. No. sir: I saw the Mexican that was killed. We 
found him in the orchard dead, afterwards. 

Senator SmırH. On your place there? 

Mr. Strevexs. Yes: about 150 vards from where father was. killed. 

Senator Smtr. He had been shot by your father? 

Mr. Srevexs. Yes: he was shot with a load of buckshot. Tle was 
so close that the buckshot all went in at one hole in his right breast 
at about the same place where father was stabbed. The shot did not 
scatter at all. 

Senator Satu. Miss Stevens, did you see the body of the Mexican? 

Miss Erra Srevens. No. sir: we left the next morning. 

Mr. WALTER J. Stevens. We did not find the body until the next 
day, and our attention was attracted by the fact that their dogs did 
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not go away, but stayed there. Part of the time they would be by 
this man’s hat, and part of the time they were up there at the body. 
We noticed that they stayed right there in the field, and two of the 
boys went up to see 1f they could find anything, and they found this 
Mexican’s body about 150 yards from where the trouble occurred. 

Senator Smiru. Was there anything on the body to show who the 
man was, to identify him? 

Mr. Srevens. I never examined his body myself. There were 
officers sent up from Pearson, and they examined his body. He had 
a belt and a knife scabbard, but no knife. 

Sie Nas Saaitriu. Any cartridges? 

Mr. Srevens. No cartridges. He was dressed in a yellow suit, 
with a pair of calf half boots. 

Senator Smiru. Is that all you know abont it? 

Mr. Stevens. That is all I know about it. 

Senator Smitu. Was any attempt made to collect any money from 
you? 

Mr. Stevens. No, sir. 

Senator SMITH. Or from your father, to your knowledge? 

Mr. Srevens. No, sir. 

Senator SmitH. By either the revolutionists or the federals? 

Mr. Srrvens. No, sir. Four rebels came there and got three guns. 

Senator Surry. Took them out of vour house? 

Mr. Stevens. I was not there. I was out with the horses. I would 
go about twice a week and look after the horses. We had to keep 
them down in a deep canyon, to keep the rebels from running onto 
them, and I would go about twice a week and look after the horses. 
The time before this, while I was out there, the four rebels came 
there and demanded our guns. We gave them three guns. One of 
them belonged to them, and one of ‘them a Mexican left there in 
our charge, and the other was one of our own guns. They de- 

manded the shotgun, and we said they could not have that, that we 
were not going to be left there with a family without something for 
our protection. 

Senator Samiru. Did you see any Americans among these revolu- 

donis? 

Mr. Srevens. No, sir. 

Senator Smir. lave you ever seen Americans among the revolu- 
tionists, in either party ? 

Mr. Srevens. Do vou mean in the Madero revolution? 

Senator SMITH. Yes. 

Mr. Stevens. I do not think I ever saw an American with them at 
all at any time. I have seen men with them, just as I have been 
with them myself. as I happened along with them at times, an 
talked with them for a little while, but I never saw any Americans 
who were following them. 

Senator SMITH. When was it that they took the guns? 

Mr. Stevens. It was the 21st of August, so mv sister says. 

Miss Emma Srevens. It was the 21st of August. 

Senator Smitu. About what time of day was it? 

Miss Emma Stevens. About 1 o’clock. 
Senator Smiri. You are here now in El Paso with this colony ! 
Miss ELLA STEVENS. Yes. 
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Senator SmırH. You are being cared for out of the United States 


Government funds? 


Miss ELLA STeveNs. Yes. l l 
Mr. Warrer J. Stevens. We left two brothers down in Colonia 


Pacheco to look after things, to see if they could save anything down 
there. Our crop had not been disturbed this year. 

Senator SaitH. When was this? 

Mr. Stevens. The 26th of August, 1912. 

Senator Suitu. I would like to ask Miss Stevens this question: 
Did you feel that these Mexicans were intending to do you bodily 
harm when you first saw them 

Miss Em ma STEVENS. Not when we saw the first one. 

Senator Situ. After they spoke to you! 

Miss Emma Srevens. Yes; then we did. 

Senator Smitu. And you moved away from them because you 
feared them ? . 

Miss Emma Stevens. Yes. 


TESTIMONY OF H. 0. HARRIS. 


H.O. Harris, being first duly sworn by Senator Fall, testified as 
follows: | 

Senator Farı. What is vour business? 

Mr. Harris. I am a railway conductor. 

Senator Faru. On what road are you running? 

Mr. Harris. On the Mexico Northwestern. 

Senator Farı. In the Republic of Mexico? 

Mr. Harris. Yes. 

Senator Farr. Where were you about August of this year? 

Mr. Harris. I was working in the district between Pearson and 
Madera. | 

Senator Farr. Were the principal points along on that road occu- 
pied by the federal troops or by rebels? 

Mr. ITarris. The federal troops came in and took charge in that 
month and were supposed to be in charge of it? 

Senator Fare. Where were they?’ 

Mr. Harris. They were stationed at Aguaje and Madera and 
Pearson. 

Senator Farr. You did not run up as far as Casas Grandes? 

Mr. Ilarris. I was up at Casas Grandes’ during that time, but not 
regularly. 

Senator Farr. Were the federals also at Casas Grandes? 

Mr. Harris. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farn. How far is Cumbre from Madera or from Pearson? 

Mr. Harris. It is TT kilometers south of Pearson, toward Madera. 

Senator Farr. How many kilometers is it from Madera? 

Mr. Harris. It is 168 kilometers. 

Senator Farn. I know all the trails in that country, but I have not 
been there since you have completed the road, Was there any par- 
ticular incident that occurred in connection with yourself or your 
train in August, after the federals had occupied these places you 
mentioned ? | 
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Mr. Harris. Yes. As I was coming north with a mixed train be- 
tween Madera and Pearson they began firing on the train on the 
south side of the continental tunnel, which is at Cumbre. They fired 
several shots on the train on the south side. As we came out on the 
north side of the tunnel they began firing again. We had mer. 
chandise and paxsengers for Cumbre. It was a mixed train. We 
did not stop, as it is a very dangerous hill. We pulled out of Cun. 
bre and stopped on a curve so that they could not see us from Cum- 
bre and made the train safe and came down the hill with retainers 
and hand brakes. 

When we got to Aguaje the Federal troops that were there could 
examine the train and see how it was, but instead of that they cut the 
train all to pieces, pulled all the pins in the train, so that we were 
delayed quite awhile. ` We found that the caboose was hit once. The 
coach next to the caboose was hit six times or seven times, and the 
‘ar next to the coach was hit twice. The engine was hit four times. 

Then we came on into Pearson with the same train. 

The next day we started out of Pearson south with a mixed train, 
six cars of coke, a coach, and a caboose. We got to Aguaje. The 
general there began to load his women, dogs, and chickens, and all 
such stuff as that for fighting, and his artillery, to go to Cumbre 
and fight. Ie was going to take myself and the engineer as prison- 
ers back with him to Cumbre to go within 2 kilometers of Cumbre 
and cut the engine off and go up to Cumbre with the engine and 


train crew to see if it was safe to take his army to Cumbre. That 
was the Federal general. 

Senator Farr. Who was that? 

Mr. Harris. His name was Pina. Instead of doing this I made a 
stand on him. I think if he had been a rebel he would have shot me. 
I do not know whether he would or not. I made a stand on him, 
pulled up and set out the cars of coke I had on the sidetrack. Iin- 
tended to get away from him with the coach and caboose, and as we 
had a chance we backed away from him, backed down the track 
about 4 kilometers, put up a telephone and got train orders and came 
back into Pearson and left him up there with his artillery loaded. 

Senator Fann. You speak of his artillery. Did he carry any 
artillery / 

Mr. Tlarnis. Oh. ves: thev had plenty of artillery. They had 
plenty of guns and ammunition, but they took more pains to load 
the chickens and dogs and squaws than they did the guns and 

munition. 

a went on into Pearson and reported this to Gen. Blanco, and he 
took it up with Supt. Marcello, and he thought we did a very rotten 
piece of business by not taking the company to Cumbre. 

Senator Mann, And then going ahead and scouting for them! 

Mr. Harris, Yes. I have handled rebels considerably, and have 
been out with them as much as three weeks at a time. without han- 
dling anybody but rebel soldiers, but I ean say on oath that I a 
never been mistreated a partiele by rebels. I have had them ho ! 
us up. and tell us what to do, and what thev wanted, and we n 
never resisted: but there was never anvone of them who wanted u 

»> do any seonting for them. 
E Į was P stuff cut of Juarez here a few days ago. 
same day that the Arroyo Seco Brid;re was burned. At the time th 
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was burned I went as far as Guzman, and we stopped at Guzman. 
There was a work train came in from San Pedro, and they told us 
there was trouble on the line, and they had come in to get away from 
the trouble. They understood that the rebels had held up the pas- 
senger train near Arroyo Secco, and we came north with the equip- 
ment. Guzman is filled with federal soldiers. I had a train of three 
cars of merchandise and some coal and coke. So I went and set out 
my coal and coke and hung onto the three cars of merchandise. The 
brakemen and train crew were up on watch all night. The federal 
soldiers at Guzman went and hid their guns and crawled into all the 
corners, wrapped up in their blankets, for fear the rebels were 
coming. They had no intention of fighting at all. I got very little 
sleep that night. I got up and looked around for their guns. If 
I had found them, I was going to load them up and get away with 
them. | 

Senator Fatt. They were so well hidden you could not find them ? 

Mr. Harris. If I had had moonlight I would have found them, 
but I would not run around with a lantern looking for them. Those 
were the brave federal soldiers. 

Senator FALL. Just go back for a moment, you say that on this 
occasion when you were fired into at Cumbre you went on and found 
the federals at Aguaje? 

Mr. Harris. Yes. 

Senator Farr. How far is Aguaje from Cumbre? 

Mr. Harris. Twenty kilometers by rail, but only about 12 kilo- 
meters across country. 

Senator Farr. So that if the federal soldiers there had desired 
to catch the rebels at Cumbre, they could have gone over the trails 
12 kilometers? 

Mr. Harris. Yes; in about four hours. 

Senator Farr. Or they could have commandeered your train and 
gotten on that and gone back to Cumbre. How long would that have 
taken? 

Mr. Harris. I could have put them back to Cumbre in three hours 
from the time I was shot at. I tried to take them back there when I 
got out to Aguaje. 

Senator Fann. You tried to take them back? 

Mr. Harris. I told them I would take their cars behnd the engine 
and shove them up the hill. 

Senator Fann. What did they say? 

Mr. Harris. They would not go. They did not want to leave 
Aguaje. 

Senator Farr. ave vou noticed the federal soldiers who have 
been out on this Northwestern Road, as to their method of traveling, 
and what encumbrances thev have in traveling, and also in the towns 
and camps where thev are statione l! 

Mr. Harris. Yes: considerably. 

Senator Fani. What is their custom in reference to carrying other 
people, animals, and various articles along with them? | 

Mr. Harris. They carry everything that thev can make a pet out 
of, it does not make any difference what it is. anything that can 
craw], climb, or jump. | 


ee Farr. Did they have women and children along with 
them ? : 
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Mr. Harris. Yes; all the time. They are never without them. 
They take everything that they can get into the cars, with the excep- 
tion of cattle. I have never seen any cows along with them, but they 
have pigs, sheep. chickens, dogs, pet crows, poll parrots, and all such 
stuff as that. If you ever start out of a station and leave one of 
those creatures, you have got to stop and back up and get it. I have 
had them stop me and back me up to get them after they had started 
out of a station. 

Senator Fatt. And their women and children? 

Mr. Harris. Yes. 

Senator Far. Have you ever observed how they are fed and who 
does the cooking? Do they have a regular commissary where they 
all go and eat? 

Mr. Harris. No, sir; when they stop—just as soon as you stop the 
train anywhere, it makes no difference whether for one minute or an 
hour, they will unload and start cooking right there, and when you 
get ready to go you have got to wait until they load up again. They 
will unload and build a fire right by the side of the car and start 
cooking. 

Senator Far. Who does the cooking? 

Mr. Harris. They generally have their squaw out there with a 
pot of beans. 

Senator Farr. You mean the women? 

Mr. Harris. Yes: the Yaqui Indians are the only ones who do not 
take their women along with them. 

Senator Fatt. The women start to cooking beans? 

Mr. Harris. Yes. They are already cooked, but they make them 
hot. again, and if you stop along where there are Mexican camps they 
will run to the camp to get tortillas or whatever else they need in the 
way of cooking supplies, or will run to the commissary car that they 
have on the train to buy supphes. . 

Senator Faun. They carry a commissary car along with them and 
sell the food from that car to the soldiers ? l 

Mr. Harris. Yes. Almost every train of soldiers has a commis- 
sarv car. 

Senator Farr. And then the soldiers have their own women, whom 
thev carry along with them everywhere to do the cooking? 

Mr. Harris. Yes, sir. 

When the Yaqui Indians went to Cumbre they met up with the 
same gang that did the shooting at Cumbre and had a fight with them 
at Los Pomas, and the Yaquis followed the rebels six hours after 
they were called back that day. Thev have been picking up dead 
rebels down in the canyon ever since. Nobody knows how many were 
killed, but all the Yaquis came back. Instead of waiting for the 
train, the Yaquis waded in the water all night. 

Senator Farr. Do the Yaquis carry anv women with them? 

Mr. Harris. No: they carry nothing but Mausers and belts of am- 
munition, and when they get hungry thev shoot the first thing they 
see and eat it. The Yaquis are soldiers. 

I was with the train that was burned the other night, on which 
Mr. Rupert was the engineer. The bunch of rebels in between Sabl- 
nal and Casas Grandes told us not to come back; that they were 
going to kill everybody who did come back. 
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Senator Far. Was that the train that was stopped by the four 
men ? 

Mr. Harris. Yes; there were only four there, but there were others 
close by. 

Senator Fatt. Who was the man who was doing the talking? 
Was he a major? 

Mr. Harris. No; he was in charge of a httle gang. I suppose 
you might call him a major. He was one of the Mascereñas family. 

ascereñas was the provisional governor of Sonora, and this was one 
of the same family, a younger man. I had seen him several times. 

Senator Farr. Do you believe you had better stay out of Mexico? 

Mr. Harris. Yes; I have that much confidence in him, the way he 
talked to me and told me to inform the others. 

Senator Farr. Mascerefias is a gentleman? 

Mr. Harris. I believe he is. He was in the caboose with us, and 
he did not interfere with a thine that we had there. As far as 
guns and ammunition were concerned, I had a mighty good gun 
myself, and he did not ask me a question about it. If he had, I 
would have given it to him. 


STATEMENT OF LEWIS E. BOOKER. 


Senator Farr. Mr. Booker, where do you live? 

Mr. Booxer. I live in El Paso. 

Senator Farr. Have you interests in the Republic of Mexico? 

Mr. Booker. I have. 

Senator Farr. How long have you been interested there? 

Mr. Booker. For 12 years. 

Senator Farr. Have you devoted much of your personal attention 
to business in Mexico? 

Mr. Boorer. Almost exclusively. 

Senator Farr. Of what do your interests there consist? 

Mr. Booxer. Ranches, live stock, and timberlands. And just at 
the present time we are constructing a little railroad. 

Senator Farr. Your interests lie principally in the western part of 
Chihuahua, do they not? 

Mr. Booxrr. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. Particularly along the line of the Northwestern 
Road, and west and south? 

Mr. Booxrr. Yes. sir. 

Senator Fart. What generally are the conditions existing in the 
portion of Mexico with which you are familiar with reference to 
investments and property rights of foreigners at this time? 

Mr. Booxer. There is no protection whatever to foreign interests, 
especially Americans, and I consider that the property of Americans 
m northwestern Chihuahua is absolutely in the hands of the revolting 
Mexicans. : 

Senator Farr. Are there federal troops in that neighborhood? 

Mr. Booxrr. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fart. Are they attempting to protect American and for- 
eign interests there? 

Mr. Booker. They seem to be inactive. 

Senator Farr. Have you lost any stock or horses from your ranches 
there recently ? 
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Mr. Booker, They rode up to our hacienda there and shot down 
about 35 milch cows. Outside of that we have not lost anything that 
I know of, except what they killed for meat. ! 

Senator Fart. How about saddle horses, mules, and harness? | 

Mr. Boorer. Where I am building the railroad, west of Pearson, | 
they came in and took about 200 horses and mules, about 80 sets of 
harness, and about $5,000 worth of commissary supplies. They also 
took quite a number of wagons, but we got most of the wagons back. 

Senator Farr. Have you ever discovered any of your stock since 
thev were taken? Do you know into whose hands any of them have 
fallen ? 


Mr. Booker. We have found some of them in the hands of the 
federals. 

Senator Farr. Have you been able to secure the return of your 
stock from the federals? 

Ír. Booker. I have not. Their requirements are such that I can 

not comply with them to get them. l 

Senator Fann. You have offered proof of ownership such as has 
always been recognized in Mexico? 

Mr. Booker. Yes. 

Senator Fart. And they refused to recognize it and to restore your 
Property that vou found in their hands? 


=n. " 


r. Booker, Yes, sir. , 

Senator Farr. Do you remember the recent occasion when the 
federal Mexican troops were allowed to go through the United States 
from El Paso to Douglas? 

Mr. Booxer. Yes, sir. Sag 

Senator Farr. Did they have any horses with them at that time? 

Mr. Booker. I was informed that they had four or five of my 
horses with them at that time. : 

Senator Farr. Do you know where they got these horses or any 
other horses which thev brought? eee p 

Mr. Booker. They brought them from the vicinity of Casas 
Grandes. d 

Senator Farr. Had you heard that the federals themselves ha 
rounded up horses down there and taken them? 

Mr. Booker. Yes, 

Senator Fann. And you were told by some one who knew your 
horses or horse brands that these federals had at least some four "1 
five of your horses with them when they went through the Unite: 
States? 

Mr. Booker. Yes: and confiscated horses belonging to other set- 
tlers down there. i fed 

Senator Farr. In your opinion are the conditions. since the ja 
erals have taken charge of the different places which thev have ete 
risoned alone on the Mexico Northwestern, better now, and Is 
Property better protected than it was when the federals were not in 
that country. or are the conditions worse ? 

Mr. Booker. They are worse, The rebels operate right aroun 
the camps of the federals. ie 

Senator FALL. Practically with impunity, or do the federals under 
take to capture and punish them ? 

Mr. Booker. With impunity. At Sabinal we have a little sane 
called the Central mine. Salazar personally came in there with 
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three men and held up our superintendent, and told him he wanted 
him to pay $4,000. He said he could not do it. Salazar put him on 
a horse and said to him, “ How much money can you get me by going 
to El Paso?” He said, “I can get you one month’s wages gold.” 
He said, “ You go to El Paso and get it.” The superintendent went 
from there 3 miles to the federal troops and told them about his 
experience. Salazar was over there, and was supposed to have 300 
or 400 troops, and the federals had 700 to 900. When the superin- 
tendent told the federals about it, they told him that they knew that 
Salazar was over there. 

Senator Farr. Did they go after him? 

Mr. Booxrr. No, sir. 

Senator Faux. Prior to the Madero revolution, how were Ameri- 
cans and foreigners in Mexico treated by the Mexicans, both of the 
lower and the higher orders, with whom they came in contact? 

Mr. Booker. With the greatest respect and consideration. 

Senator Farr. How are they treated now? 

Mr. Booxer. They are treated with contempt. 

Senator Fart. Do you recall any instance which will illustrate 
the difference ? 

Mr. Booker. One of the men in the enginecring camp down 
on the road told me that when the rebels came in there one of them 
stepped up to one of the engineering corps who had a new Stetson 
hat. The Mexican took off his old slouch hat, with holes in the top 
and the rim torn, and put it on the head of this member of the engi- 
neering corps and pulled it down 

Senator Farr. Put it on the American’s head? 

Mr. Booker. He pulled it down on the American’s head and said, 
“Say thank you.” 

Senator Fart. Did he keep the Stetson hat himself? 

Mr. Booker. Yes. It simply shows that they have lost all respect 
for Americans, and they feel that they can treat them as they please 
with impunity. 

Senator Farr. Did the proclamation of the President of the 
United States, which was construed generally as ordering the Ameri- 
cans out of Mexico, affect the conditions there as to the treatment of 
Americans at all; and if so, why? 

Mr. Booker. Personally I felt that that order said to me, “ Sacri- 
fice your property and get out.” That is the wav I felt about it. 
That order seemed to be issued without respect to the fact that there 
were thousands and thousands of Americans who had lived in the 
Republic of Mexico for years, and had accumimated property and 
made homes, and were comfortable there, and the order meant, 
“Leave your earnings for 25 vears and get out of the country and 
sacrifice evervthing vou have there.” 

Senator Farr. Have you any opinion or information as to the 
effect of that order upon Mexicans in Mexico? 

Mr. Booker. I do not know at that particular time, but subse- 
quently it had its effect. I have not been living in Mexico myself 
since then. 


At 12 o'clock noon the committee adjourned until Saturday, Octo- 
ber 12, 1912, at 11 o’clock a. m. 
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Er Paso, Tex.. Saturday, October 12. 1912. 


The committee met at 11 o'clock a. m. 
Present: Senator Fall. 


STATEMENT OF CHARLES SMITH. 


Senator Fart. Of what country are you a citizen! 

Mr. Smiru. Of the United States. 

Senator Fart. Where are you residing now? | 

Mr. Sairu. At Trinidad, in the district of Sahuaripa, State of 
Sonora, Republic of Mexico. 

Senator ae How long have you been in Mexico? 

Mr. Smıru. I have been in Mexico off and on for 32 years. 

Senator Fart. Do you speak the Spanish language? 

Mr. SmıTH. Yes, sir. 

Senator Farr. Are you familiar with the Mexican people? 

Mr. Smrru. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fari. What has been vour business in Mexico? 

Mr. Sarria. Principally mining. 

Senator Fari. Where have you lived in the United States? ao 

Mr. Syırn. I have lived in Wyoming. I came to Wyoming in 
18¢3, to California in 1876, and to Arizona in 1880. 

Senator Faun. What has been your business principally in the 
United States? 

Mr. Smiru. Mining: and I have also been in the Government 
service. 

Senator Farin. What positions have vou occuplied in the Govern- 
ment service ? a 

Mr. Smrru. T was Inspector of customs during Harrison's admins- 
(ration in Nogales, Ariz. When Cleveland was elected of course We 
had to pack our duds and eet. 

Senator Part. How long have vou been at Trinidad? 

Mr. Swn. Next month it will be five vears that I have been 
there. l 

Senator Parr. What is Trinidad ? 

Mr, Snr. leis a minine eamp. 

“erator Part What position have vou had there? 

Mr. Syuru. T have charge of the Trinidad property. 
Saor Ea Alea 1G aul raich Property f 
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Mr. SmırH. About 55 or 56 miles. It is 18 or 19 leagues. 

Senator Fatt. What is the station on the railroad to which you 
come in coming out from Trinidad ? 

Mr. Smita. La Dura and Tonochi. They are both about the same 
distance. 

Senator Farr. What is La Dura? 

Mr. Smıru. La Dura is a mining town and a kind of distribution 
station for freight into the mountains. 

Senator Faint. Have you been in Mexico, at Trinidad or in that 
neighborhood, during the last two rebellions in Mexico? 

Mr. Situ. Yes. 

Senator Fart. That is to say, first the Madero rebellion against 
Diaz, and later on the so-called Orozco and Zapata rebellion against 
Madero? 

Mr. Smita. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fatt. What has been the general condition of the country 
down there in that neighborhood? Have business conditions been 
disturbed or has everything been quiet and peaceful ? 

Mr. Smita. It has been very much disturbed, especially under this 
latest revolution. 

Senator Farr, Have you see any Federal soldiers there lately in 
your neighborhood ? 

Mr. Smitu. No. sir. 

Senator Farr. When did you see or know of any Federal soldiers 
being in that neighborhood? 

Mr. Smrru. We are talking about regular soldiers now. There 
have not been any there for over two years. There has only been one 
party there, and that was under Col. Matthews during the Madero 
revolution. 

Senator Farr. Do you know anything about the recent movements 
of the rebel army, the soldiers or bands under Rojas, El Toro, Fer- 
nandez, Cheche Campos, and others? 

Mr. Smitu. Yes, sir; I do. 

Senator Farr. Did they or any of them pass through your country? 

Mr. Smirn. Yes; they all passed. 

Senator Farr. Recently? 

Mr. Situ. A force passed through there on the 28th of July under 
Escandon and Dr. Huerta. 

Senator Fann. About how many did they have? 

Mr. Smitu. They had about 40 when they came through. 

Senator Farr. Did they cause you any trouble at Trinidad? 

Mr. Smiru. No; they passed through, but they did not cause me 
any trouble personally. They took away our guns and provisions 
and everything they could get from the people around there. 

Senator Farr. Since that time have there been any rebels through 
there? 

Mr. Smıru. Yes. sir 

Senator Farr. Go ahead and state what you know about the rebels 
in there recently, in the last two months. 

" Mr. S{mrra. There are towns near me, where they commit a great 
many depredations. When Escandon’s party struck Jecodi, which is 
15 miles from Trinidad, east of there, they committed a great many 
depredations there, stealing mules, breaking up the houses, stealing 
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grun and money and clothing, and, in fact, every thing they could 
get hold of. 

Senator Farr. Go right ahead as to their movements there and 
What occurred, Whether there was any attempt on the part of the 
tuthorities to stop them or not. 
ar Siri Not there Was no authorities there to stop them 
Phen the next outfit that came through was that of Fernandez. He 
had perhaps a few more than 500 men with him. I think they came 
through on the 3d of August. They also came in from the Jecoti 
Country, 

Senator Farr. In whieh direction did they go? 

Mr. Sacerir, They went west toward La Dura, They were a touch 
outfit. Tought to state how they got away. They did a whole lot of 
depredations around the Jecori country, and then they struck Mr. 

lardin, n consulting engineer of the Republique mine. When they 
struck Jecori they met Mr. Gordon Harding and four or five other 
men, ineluding the foreman of the mine and the pump man, and they 
look n way all their ouns and ammunition, and were going to take 
nway Chem riding animals. but they finally persuaded them to allow 
them to keep the riding animals. ` 

l talked to Mr. Harding when he passed through Trinidad from 

decori, and he told me this Fernandez was coming and to look out for 
him, that his men had taken everything he had. _ 
o Senator Parn, L wish to state here that Mr. Gordon Harding, who 
x menlioned by the witness, enlled on me in Washington and stated 
(hat he hiad communicated to the State Department at Washington 
the frets whieh this witness has just stated. 

Mr. Syren. L went up to the house then. I had a little bag of 
What they eall pinole, or parched corn cracked. with a little salt. and 
a lile provisions tixed upan a saek, and T got on my horse and hit 
the road in high places. but when I got to the house thev commenced 
comonw down. That was about half-past 10 o'clock in the morning. 
Phev stopped me and asked me if Thad any guns. I had my guns 
hidden. all exept the shot wun: “They wanted to take it. Í stood 
and arened with them for quite awhile expecting some of the officers 
would come along, Finally the oriee came along. One of them was 
Col. Terreral nko usel to work for the Corralitos Co. when 
Worked there, and he helped me ont, so they i | not take my arms. 
Nitta tas ermuni and a number of otter eX als, among them 
the so bee ee Goce Eme Tot three or fonr hours, and 
ted them, DON’ Baar Sonne “omen with them Chat thev pat in the 
Nae eer ce eee v Dhe women UOT ork as eas carrying with them 
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Senator Farr. This was a part of the same outfit? 

Mr. Smirn. Yes. 

Senator Farr. That was a part of the same band who had left 
Madera or Pearson and that portion of Chihuahua when Gen. 
Huerta’s Federal troops came into Pearson? 

Mr. SMITH. Yes. 

Senator Farr. And into Madera? 

Mr. Smir. Yes. The last bunch that came here started from 
Trinidad about 7 o’clock in the evening. It was quite dark. When 
they got down below Trinidad about half a mile they came to where 
there are two Mexican families living. I had let these families have 
a little piece of Jand to plant a little bit of corn, perhaps covering 
as much ground as two of these city buildings, and they were living 
in a little jacal above the creek on a little mesa. When the last bunch 
got down there one of them said, “We must go up and kill them 
fellows up there.” 

Jose Rubiana was one of the men who lived there, and he said to 
his wife. “Get the children and run for the mountains.” So the 
woman took one baby in her arms, a little thing about 9 months 
old. and rushed off in the brush, and one of the larger bovs took the 
other kid and ran off. It was pitch dark. There was no moon. 
There was a dog that’ barked, and they shot and broke the dog's leg 
and fired three or four shots at Rubiana. He had nothing with which 
to defend himself, and he ran out in the brush. There was a captain 
among these rebels, because the women that were with him said, 
“Captain, don’t disturb them poor people”; but he said he was 
going up and kill them anyway. i 

There was another man living about 100 vards from there. and 
` his name was Alberto Encinas. . He had a little patch of corn. They 
shot three shots at his house. Tt was too dark to see the man, but 
they shot through the house. and his wife and he picked up the chil- 
aren and ran for the mountains, and stayed there all night, up in 
the mountains. 

Senator Farr. These were Mexican people that they were shoot- 
ing at? 

Mr. Smirnu. They were poor Mexican people. I am the only 
American in there. You can see how they treat the poor Mexicans. 
Then they went into the little jacals and took what poor little clothes 
they could find there. that the kids had. rags that I would not wipe 
my gun with. but it was all they had. and they had about 25 or 30 
pounds of corn and about a pound of coffee, and they took that and 
threw it out on the ground. Then they went down into the little 
cornfield and turned their horses loose in the little cornfield, and 
seven of the rebels slept there all night. In the morning thev left 
for Santa Rosa, where the other parties were. There was nothing 
more left for them to destroy. Then they went on in the direction 
of La Dura. 

A couple of days afterwards I went down to Santa Rosa. There is 
one American living there, an old man by the name of Francisco 
Carlton. He is a man about TO years old. About 40 vears ago he 
used to have charge of the Trinidad mines. I had just got down to 
Santa Rosa and chatted a few minute with Francisco Carlton when 
a messenger came in and said there were a lot of “ Colorados,” or 
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Reds, coming. I got on my horse immeditely and started back for 
Trinidad, thinking perhaps it was Fernandez’s outfit that possibly 
had run across some federals, as there were federals at that time in 
Sahuaripa, 60 miles from there, which is the capital of the distrt 

I had got about a quarter of a mile from Santa Rosa, just got 
Over 2 hill, when I saw them coming down into Santa Rosa like ants 
and it was the outfits of Cheche Campos, Emilio Campa, and El 
Toro. 

Senator Fann. Do you know the name of that leader whom they 
call EI Foro? 

Mr. Smirnu. I do not know his name. “ El Toro” means "the 
Bull.“ And there were also Antonio Rojas and Col. Ramon 
Valenzuela. 

I started baek toward Trinidad, as I stated before. to notify the 
people that there were some rebels coming. In going up the canyon 
toward Trinidad T did not expect to meet any rebels, but Escandon 
and Huerta had made a circle and come back between Jecor and 
ae and I met them about a mile from Trinidad. in a very 
narrow canyon, and did not see them until they were within 30 feet 
of me. The re Was no show either to run or to fight. so I rode right 
in among them. They wanted to take my horse, saddle. «un, and 
istol. ` 

The bunch that I first met had a jefe. or offeer, Jesus Ramirez, 
and l talked to him, and argued with them until finally they let me 
keep my horse and saddle, but wanted me to gyve up my gun ‘anil sis- 
shooter and belt. T told them that of course there were too many 
of them for me. that T eonbl not resist them. but that I would not 
give them up- that they would have to disarm me themselves. So 
they took my W Inchesterane my six-shooter and unbuckled my helt. 
and ma few minutes Fseanden an l Huerta cane along. I had met 
Kscandon before. He told me to come back with him and he would 
get me my arms. We overtook them, and they retuened my rifle and 
my belt. but would net give up my six- shooter, They joined the 
forces of Cheche Campos and these various jefes that I mentioned 
before, at Santa Rosa, and with them they went through the differ- 
ent Ettle towns, and robbed and destroved as thev went. 

In the neighborhood of La Dura they separated. Cheche and El 
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the meantime there were in the neighborhood of 1,000 federals, or 
rather nacionals or federal militia, at La Dara, Col. Kosterlitzki 
among them. They knew that this party of rebels were crossing at 
Onavas. It was reported to me that they wanted to start after them, 
that Kosterlitzki wanted to go and take them, but the general in com- 
mand would not let him. 

They were also 400 or more federals near Onavas in sight of them 
when they crossed and thev never attacked them. I eet this right 
from the men who lost the mules. Emilio Campa gave them $20 
apiece for every mule, and the men said the federal soidiers were up 
on a hill in sight of them. 

Senator Farr. It was reported in the newspapers about that time 
and given out, I believe. from El Paso, Tex., that there had been 
severe fighting there at La Dura and Onavas, and in that section of 
country, that the federals had attacked the rebels as they crossed 
through that country, and that there was fighting for two or three 
days. Was there any fighting there? 

Mr. Smıru. That was a little scrap there. There was 50 of them 
went into La Dura, and they started to rob the company’s store of 
some saddles and a little stuff, and the federals fired at them from the 
other side of the river, and these 50 went away and joined the other 
bunch, but there was no fighting to speak of. 

Senator FALL. The federals made no attempt to catch them or sur- 
round them and take them prisoners? 

Mr. Surru. Twenty-five men could have kept them from passing 
that river. Just think of it for yourself. The Yaqui River was 
over 100 meters wide there, and it was high flood, and they had a 
little boat in which you could not put over 8, 10, or 12 men at a time. 
I could have kept them from crossing myself. I could have knocked 
them over as fast as they got into the boat. 

Senator Farr. Emilio Campa and Rojas are the men who have been 
up in Sonora since that time, burning bridges on the Southern Pa- 
cific Railroad ? 

Mr. Smiru. Escandon was with them also at the time, along with 
that outfit. 

Senator Farr. Burning bridges and destroying the Southern Pa- 
cific Railroad property and committing other depredations in the 
State of Sonora? 

Mr. Smirn. Yes. 

Senator Farr. Those were the same men? 

Mr. Smiru. Yes; Emilio Campa and Rojas. Then on the road 
oui Valenzuela burned some bridges also between La Dura and 

orral. 

Senator Fart. What class of troops and from whence recruited are 
the so-called federal troops who were in that neighborhood, at La 
Dura and Sahuraipa, when these rebels were crossing there ? 

Mr. Smrru. They are mostly recruited from the penitentiaries, a 
great majority of them. That is a noted fact everywhere. They are 
given their choice either to serve in the penitentiary or in the army; 
of course, not all of them; there are probably some of them who 
are not, but the great majority of them are recruited from Belem 
and from the different big cities and they are not used to the moun- 
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ae A man raised in the city would have a nice time climbing the 
ills. 

Senator Farr. The rebels move slowly backward and forward 
through that country. 

Mr. Smiru. Yes. 

Senator Farı. And the federals stay in Sahuaripa for days ats 
time? 

Mr. S{mıru. Yes; and let the rebels go as they please, without 
going after them. They were scattered around there for miles. If 

could have done it, I would have left the federals in town and taken 
the Nacionals, who can ride horseback and climb the hills. The 
majority of these poor federals can not ride horseback. 

Senter Faux. Are there any rebels in that neighborhood now, or 
were there when you came out! 

Mr. Siro. The only ones that were there were a few with Ramon 
Valenzuela. They were petty well scattered. 

Senator Farr. Were there any federals there when you left! 

Mr. Smıru. No; there were no federals. The nearest place where 
there were any federals was at Tonichi, about 60 miles from there. 

Senator Fart. From your knowledge of Mexico and of the people 
and the conditions there, gained by thirty-odd years of experience and 
knowledge of the language, and so forth, what is your judgment of 
the possibility of the present Government being able to restore peace, 
order, and Jaw in Mexico? 

Mr. Smiru. I do not think they ever will. 

Senator Farr. In your business there you are in the habit of pay- 
ing taxes on mining property and the land and the municipal taxes 
to the State and Federal Governments and to the municipal authori- 
ties, are you not? 

Mr. Sarr. Yes; I have some receipts with me, too—the last ones. 

Senator Faux. In your business there, and particularly at Trin- 
dad, in charge of the property, you have had dealings with the courts 
and the State officials and district officials and municipal officials, 
have you? 

Mr. Smitu. Yes. 

Senator Farr. What is the condition there now in that country, 
in the Sahuaripa district, and in that entire country of which you 
have personal knowledge, with reference to the enforcement of law 
through the courts, through the officials, or otherwise ? 

Mr. Smiru. In my neighborhood it is very bad. They sell mescal 
everywhere nearly. Everybody who wants to can sell mescal. There 
is no restriction. They do not pay any license. It is very much 
a go-as-you-please. 

Senator Farr. Are there frequent changes in the personnel of the 
State, district, and municipal officials and federal officials there! 

Mr. SmitH. No; about the same. They have been there for some 
time. 

Senator Faux. Are they able to enforce their orders or the orders 
of the court or the orders of the State, federal, and municipal o 
cials? i 

Mr. Smıru. If they are able, they do not do it, anyway. That is 
one thing certain. They seem to let things go until this trouble gets 
over in some way or other. Of course, to come right down to tt, 
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they could do it, but they do not. There are no schools there. Ever 

since Diaz resigned there has not been a school. 

: Senator Far. Prior to the resignation of Diaz were the schools 
ept up? 

r. Sune Yes; there were schools in Trinidad, in Santa Rosa, 
and in all the little villages. 

Senator Farr. Were the laws enforced ? 

Mr. Smrru. Yes. 

Senator Far. Did peace and order reign and were life and prop- 
erty secure? 

r. SMITH. Yes; just as secure as they were in the United States. 
The criminals were prosecuted and the laws were obeyed, and if 
they were not, the offenders were punished. 

Senator Farı. Then, from your knowledge and information, the 
rebels in that neighborhood appear to have no regard for the prop- 
an of Mexican citizens or any other citizens? 

r. SMITH. No; and less for American citizens that for any others. 

Senator Fatt. s for Americans? 

Mr. SmiruH. They even told me themselves, the officers to whom I 
talked—and I know how to talk to them—they told me to hide my- 
self, that they did not respect the Americans. I said to them, 
“Why?” The reply was, “ They will not let us bring over ammu- 
nition and guns. They let Madero bring over ammunition and guns, 
and why should they not let us? We are fighting against Madero 
because he did not comply with the program,” or whatever arrange- 
ments they had made, “ and the United States Government is helping 
him.” I told them, “That is none of my fault or of those of us who 
are here in this country. We have nothing to do with the actions of 
the United States Government.” This man said they knew that, but 
that they could not control the soldiers. In a general way they 
have got it put down that the Americans and the ee overn- 
ment outside of Texas will not fight. The lower classes in Mexico 
do not consider that Texas belongs to the United States. They will 
say, “ He is not an American, he is a Texan.” Of course they re- 
spect a Texan, because he knows how to handle a gun. They respect 
anybody who knows how to handle a gun. They do not bother the 
English so much. There is an English ranch about 30 miles from 
Trinidad, owned by a family by the name of Walker. They never 
went there at all, never disturbed them, although through a mistake 
they took away 11 mules belonging to them, when the forces went 
through there. They happened to be in town when they went 
through, and took 11 mules. Three of their mules came back. They 
are still out eight. 


AFFIDAVIT OF P. H. CARLIN, 


STATE OF TExAs, County of El Paso, 88: 

P. H. Carlin, being duly sworn on his oath, says: I am a citizen of the 
United States and my former home was in Wisconsin, hut I have been living 
for the last five or six years in the State of Chihuahua, in Mexico. where I 
have been working in the capacity, first, as general manager of the Murphy 
interests, then later I was general woodsman for the Madero Co. For the 
last year or so I have been engeged in stock raising and farming for myself 
near Colonia Dublan, which is a Mormon colony. I am not a Mormon. My 
wife and family resided with me on my farm near Dublan at the time of the 
Mexican troubles breaking out. There was considerable trouble and danger in 
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the vicinity of my farm for several weeks before we finally deserted it. My 
house had been visited two or three times and robbed and looted by what was 
generally called the Orozeo soldiers. They did this by breaking into the yard 
and house in open daylight, and when I resisted to the extent I did I was 
pretty badiy used and handled, punched in the ribs, struck and shovel from 
one side to the other of the house, and given to understand that I would be 
killed if I made further resistance. Vile lanzuage and threats of death were 
showered on me, loaded guns were held upon me, and I Was struck over the 
head with the same. We were told by these soldiers that they were going to 
run all the Americans out of the country; that they were going to make all 
the Americans get out and, if they resisted, they would kill them; that this 
was done for the purpose of bringing on intervention and for the purpose of 
supplying themselves with whatever they desire’/—the talk being common 
and open amongst them that the Americans had no right in the country and 
were not entitled to stay there and own property. There were very few 
Americans in that section of the country, and we were powerless to resist, ex- 
cept occasionally some small bands. My house was finally pretty thoroughly 
robbed and looted in open daylight on or about two weeks before I left there, 
but shortly thereafter I managed to get my wife and smaller children out of 
that section of the country, and remained to take enre of our property the 
best I could myself in company with other American men, though al) the others 
did the Same as I did, and got their women and children out about the 28th 
of July, 1912. the most of them being sent to El Pasa. 

After they were sent away the situation became more threatening still, and 
dangerous, and it was a question whenever you met any of these so-called 
soldiers Whether you could escape with your life. 

On or about July 27 these soldiers placed three rapid-fire guns, generally 
called Gatling guns, at one end of the town of Dublan and two at the other, 
and it was evident that they had determined to carry out some design against 
the people of that town. At that time they demanded and we had to turn 
over to them a lot of guns and ammunition. In fact, they got all except what we 
hid and concealed from them. After this for two or three days it rapidly 
grew worse. until finally, on the evening of August 1, they placed three bodies 
of troops at about one and the same time on three different sides of the town, 
so placed as to enable them to massacre the town if that was their intention, 
and that night runners came in from Colonia Juarez with the information 
that that colony, which was about 15 miles from Dublan, had also been sur- 
rounded in the same way on that day and that the intention was to do bodily 
harm to the people in the two colonies, the soldiers claiming that they in- 
tended to demand 10 citizens, who were to be killed, besides the head of the 
Mermon Church, because a rebel soldier had been executed by the authorities 
at Colonia Juarez some time sinee, which execution they were revengeful over. 

After we had succeeded in getting the women and children out of Dublan 
and the other near-by colonies, we had a general agreement or understanding 
that if we were compelled to leave the country we would act together in self- 
defense in getting away, and the runner above spoken of came in from Colonia 
Juarez because of this understanding. We determined that night that we 
would desert our homes and make our escape before morning, as we heard it 
everywhere, from what seemed to be very reliable sources, that whatever 
they intended to do with us was going to be done the next day. So about 
4.30 a. m. on the morning of August 2, ST of us, mounted and armed, had 
managed to get together at the rendezvous agreed upon and managed to get 
out of the town by going over the back ways, cutting wire fences, and passing 
between rebel forces that had been so disposed as to guard the highways 
that we were expected to travel. Our escape was not observed by the soldiers 
until the next morning about 8 o'clock, when they started in pursuit. There 
was apparently three columns of them pursuing us, but we were in the 
mountains, where the trails were very difficult, and were able to keep ahead 
of them. They fired several volleys at us at various times, but without effect, 
except that a bullet struck, but did not seriously injure. one boy in the crowd. 
We were able to stand them off by having a rear guard drop back when this 
boy was shot. and seared them with a volley from long-range guns. There 
Was no question about their intention in that pursuit to kill us, and it was 
only by taking to the difficult mountain passages and by having long-range 
guns superior to theirs that we were able to get away. 

The pursuit continued for several miles. We passed by Colonia Juarez about 
4 or 5 miles away and called a halt about 15 miles to an agreed rendezvous with 
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the Juarez colony, at a place known as the “ Steps ” in the mountains. During 
the day some of the scouts from the American colony at Juarez reached this 
rendezvous, and we learned from them that other people from that colony were 
about halfway between this rendezvous and Juarez, endeavoring to make their 
way thereto, but that Juarez had been invested with troops the day before in 
the same way that Dublan had been, and a great many of the people had not 
been able to make their way out of the colony, but were hiding at various places 
therein. We spent that night and the next night in getting all of these people 
logether and getting them out of this colony, nobody daring to speak or move in 
the daytime. The people in this colony had been preparing for such an emer- 
gency for several days and had been “ cacheing ” provisions, ammunition, stores, 
ete., as they had the opportunity. Our party from Dublan had no. provisions, 
and only got sufficient to exist on from the supplies which these people at Juarez 
had cached. We also sent runners to Pacheco, Garcia, Chuichupa, all of which 
were colonies a few miles apart. Chuichupa was the farthest away. We stayed 
in the mountains and held the places which we had occupied while our runners 
worked back and forth between these mountains and the other colonies, grad- 
ually gathering in at nighttime through the mountain passes and defiles all 
people from such colonies, and found when they got together that their colonies 
¿lso had been invested on the same day with rebel troops placed in positions 
to prevent their escape, if possible, from sueh towns, and that in every instance 
the citizens of such colonies, acting individually, had during the night after sueh 
investment of the town, escaped into the hills and mountains near by. It took 
five days to get all these people from the various colonies together, and on the 
Tth of August we had gotten them all in, except the people from Chuiebupa, but 
cur runners reported that these people, they thought, had gone another route 
than the one we were proposing to go, so on the last-named date we took up our 
march toward the United States, which we reached about August 12 without 
further mishap; but in order to get through safely, the whole country being 
filled with soldiers, we kept in the difficult mountain passes and away from all 
traveled roads, thus making a circuitous and very difficult journey, passing 
between the federal and rebel armies, and arrived in the United States on 
August 12. While we were camped at the rendezvous and were engaged in get- 
ting the citizens out of Juarez and other colonies some of our scouts went back 
at nighttime to see what destruction had heen committed of our homes and what 
was being done by the soldiers. They reported to us that they found all of our 
homes which they had visited as having been ruthlessly robbed and pillaged and 
much wanton destruction done, such as smashing the windows, breaking of furni- 
ture, cutting up the carpets, and similar conduct. and that this was very general. 

When we reached the border of the United States we found about 15 United 
States soldiers in camp at a roek corral. They took us for rebel soldiers, 
and were preparing to defend themselves when they ascertained that we were 
Americans, They stated that they were expecting trouble with the Mexican 
soldiers, since the latter had sent threats to them that they were coming up 
there to clean out the camp and take everything that the soldiers had. There 
Were about 225 or 250 of us in this party, and by the route we traveled it was 
150 miles. We had very scant provisions, but all of us arrived in El Paso 
safely. 

And further atant saith not. 

P. H. CARLIN. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 16th day of August, A. D. 1912. 
[SEAL] Joux D. Mason, Notary Public. 


AFFIDAVIT OF HENRY BECKER. 


THE STaAre or Texas, County of El Paso: 

Before me, the undersigned authority, on this day personally appeared Henry 
Becker, to me well known, who, being by me first duly sworn, on his oath 
deposes and states as follows: 

My name is Henry Becker; I am an American citizen, having been born in 
New York City on the 7th day of November, 1855; I lave lived in the Republic 
of Mexico for nearly 20 years. In about 1908 I started a general merebandise 
Store in Asientos, State of Aguas Calientes, Mexico. and I conduetcd thet busts 
ness until May 6, 1911. On that date a crowd of revolutionists came into the 


2626 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


town; they entered my store and demanded P2,000 upon penalty of taking 
me out and shooting me if I refused. I told them that I could not possibly 
give them the money, as I did not have the same; thereupon they took what 
money I had and looted my store. When I remonstrated and told them that 
I was an American citizen they swore and told me that they did not care I 
could do nothing to protect myself, as they placed a rifle at my breast when- 
ever I objected to anything, and used the vilest language to me. My wife 
and children, fearing for my safety, would not leave me, and they had to 
share in this vile treatment. 

They came into my store in twos and threes, taking whatever they wanted 
Again, about May 20, 1911, another band of rebels came to my town and again 
looted and destroyed, taking from me whatever they wished. They disregarded 
my protestations that I was an American citizen, and threatened to kill me if 
I said anything to them. I had to send my family to Aguas Calientos for 
safety. They entered my home by force, drank and caroused therein, and 
threatened to burn same. They called all Americans the vilest names. 

Americans in my town in Mexico and in many other places have been flag- 
rantly insulted and abused. Their citizenship is disregarded by the Mexicans 
and treated with contempt. I could cite the instance of many Americans who 
have been injured and abused by Mexicans, without any protection from the 
American Government. 

After my store was destroyed I put in my claim with the American consul 
at Aguas Calientos, and then upon his advice, with the American ambassador. 
Since then I have presented same to our State Department, but I have had no 
real help that I can see, and at present I have no assurance of any settlement. 
This has been the experience of most Americans who have been injured and 
whose property has been destroyed in Mexico. 

I can truthfully say, from my experience and observations during 20 years’ 
residence in Mexico, that Americans are more the object of mistreatment and 
insult in Mexico than are the citizens of any other nation on the face of the 
earth. This is particularly true of the past year or year and a half. Our Gov- 
ernment is slow in protecting us in any way, and hence we are held in shameful 
disrespect by most Mexicans, and consequently subjected to more indignities. 

Henry BECKER 


Sworn to and subscribed before me by said Henry Becker this the 25th day 


of July, 1912. 
[ SEAL. ] Rost. T. NEILL, 
Notary Public in and for El Paso County, Ter. 


TESTIMONY OF E. L. CHARPENTIER. 


Senator Farr. Please be sworn. Do you solemnly swear that the 
testimony you shall give in this matter shall be the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the whole truth, so help you God? 

Mr. CHARPENTIER. Yes. 

Senator Far. Of what country are you a citizen? 

Mr. CHARPENTIER. France. 

Senator Fart. How long have you been away from France?! 

Mr. CHARPENTIER. My most recent visit was six years ago. 

Senator Farr. Where have you been living? 

Mr. CHARPENTIER. In different parts of the United States and Cen- 
tral America. 

Senator Farr. You are confined in the jail in El Paso under a 
charge of violating the neutrality laws, smuggling arms, or something 
of that kind? What is the charge against you? 

Mr. CHARPENTIER. The charge appears to be conspiracy to violate 
the neutrality laws. 

Senator Fart. Have you had anything to do with either of the 


recent revolutions in Mexico? 
Mr. CHARPENTIER. I believe I took an active part in both revolu- 


tions. 
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Senator Farı. Where were you at the time of the capture of the 
city of Juarez by the revolutionary forces who were in revolution 
against Diaz? 

Mr. CHARPENTIER. I was in command of Madero’s artillery and 
took an active part in the fight all the way through. 

Senator Farı. Where did you get your artillery ? 

Mr. CHARPENTIER. Such as it was, we constructed it from the axle 
of a railroad engine at Madera. 

Senator Farr. That is a lumber camp of the Mexico Northwestern, 
or Madera Co. ? | 

Mr. CHARPENTIER. Yes. 

Senator FALL. You constructed your artillery from the axle of an 
engine? 

r. CHARPENTIER. Yes. 

Senator Farr. Who did the constructing? Who made it? 

Mr. CHARPENTIER. There were several of us, among them Gen. 
Garibaldi, myself, and four or five other companions. We all worked 
on it. 

Senator Far. What part did you take, if any, during the present 
revolution, which commenced about March 1 of this year? 

Mr. CHARPENTIER. At the time I was living in Chihuahua, and had 
opened up a brokerage office, intending to handle mining properties 
down there, and among the Orozquistas down there—that is, the men 
who turned against the Government—were several companions of 
mine during the former revolution. They came to me several times 
with propositions to join them, to help them make cannon, and so 
forth, and handle their artillery, knowing that I had had artillery 
experience and was an artillery man. I refused all their offers, and 
got into a violent quarrel one night about it. I was associating very 

uently with some of Gov. Gonzales’s friends, and the remark was 
made several times in my presence that I was a Madero spy. They 
came to me again with the same proposition, offering me land and 
money, and so forth, and I refused, and told them that I preferred 
to remain entirely neutral in the matter; that in the former revolu- 
tion it was a personal grievance with me; that I was not fighting for 
money; that f could make it otherwise. 

On going home that night about 7 or 7.30 o’clock I was shot at 
several times. In fact, one of the bullets tore the padding from my 
coat. So I decided to leave. On Sunday morning Villa and Orozco 
had had their little skirmish. On Sunda night 1 decided to leave, 
and I procured a horse and saddle. As I was trying to go by the 
outposts I had the horse shot, and I made my way back into town 
>y foot. That was on the 4th. On next day I met Thomas 

ountain 

Senator Farr. The same man who was afterwards shot by Salazar 
at Paral? 

Mr. Cuarrentrer. Yes. I had seen him quite a number of times, 
but had never spoken to him, and through conversation then, speak- 
ing of the revolutionary trouble, which seemed to be the main topic 

at the time there, we got into conversation, and he told me that he 
had to leave, as they were watching him, and I expressed myself 
the same way. So we decided to leave together, and my intentions 
were to go to Torreon, going south instead of coming north. Know- 
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ing so many revolutionists, I did not feel like making the ride to 
border; I felt that it was safer to make the ride to the south. 

We left on the night of the 6th of March—either the Sth or 6th.] 
um not positive which—gnd we rode out, and after getting a short 
way we had a skirmich with a band coming into Chihnahna. and 
two days later we joined Villa. In the meantime we had had several 
skirmishes, 

Senator Farr. You mean Pancho Villa? 

Mr. CHARPENTIER. Yes. 

Senator Fann. Did vou go with him to Paral? 

Mr. Cranventier. We first went to La Boquilla, where we engaged 
the enemy. At the time we were about 225 strong; but myself. Foun- 
tain. and 11 men practically engaged the enemy of 250. We de- 
feated them. The other men had deserted us. Their reenforcement: 
eame in and drove us out, and we took to the mountains. We wer 
out of ammunition, and finally made our wav to Paral, where Soto 
opposed our entering the town, saying we were bandits. We had 
then again recruited about SO men, who composed our forces. 

Senator Fann. Was Villa with you? ‘ 

Mr. Crarrentirr. Yes: Villa sent in messages to Soto, stating that 
if he was not allowed to enter peacefully he would do so otherwise: 
that he thought Soto was a traitor. We finally entered the town 
about S o'clock in the evening. 

On the following morning I expressed my wishes to Villa to con- 
tinue onto Torreon, as 1 did not care about taking part in the fighting. 
and he asked me to remain with him until some of the Federals would 
arrive and see if I could not help him to make some artillery to defend 
the place with so that I could remain with him. At that time I was 
hot receiving any money or anything of that sort from them. I was 
paying my own expenses. I started to make two cannon. Fountain 
Was assisting me, though he knew absolutely nothing about artillery 

Senator Fane. When vou left Chihuahua with Fountain did either 
of vou have a pass from Orozco? 

Mr. Cuanrestier. Yes: I believe Fountain did have a pass. Į did 
not see it, but he said he had a pass. 

Senator Farr. Go ahead. 

Mr. Crarvestirr. Before the first fight at Paral I had quite a talk 
with Fountain in regard to fighting. I explained to him that it Was 
a case of fighting until the tinish—that is. we practically agreed never 
to surrender. to be shot rather than surrender, knowing that we woul 
be executed anyway if we were caught. 

Senator Fart. You spoke of a second fight. 

Mr. Cuaneentirr. The second tight had not taken place yet. Ths 
was before the tist tight. 

On the 2d of April Campa attacked us. and Fountain and misself 
and nine men held the position known as Sierra la Cruz. I capture 
s mounted gun and the triped and one machine gun and seven pris- 
oners lhat was the part that I took in that parti ular fight. We 
had considerable trouble with Viila to keep him from executing the 
prisoners and it was stated to him that the men were prisoners 0! 
War atid should be treated as such. I was opposed to executing them: 
w he deiaved the execution, saying he would send them on to Mes 
City. 
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On the afternoon of the 4th of April Salazar came and attacked 
us. I used the gun against them there. The others had not been 
made yet. I used the piece I had captured, and placed Fountain 
with the machine gun about 200 yards from my position, and in- 
structed him not to use his gun until they were at least within 1,000 
yards or closer, and when he was finally compelled to retreat, to re- 
T to my position, and we would pick up our horses and take to the 
uils. 

I stayed on the hill and fought until after dark. I have since 

been informed that Villa and the majority of the men retreated 
before it was dark, I should judge about 4.30 o'clock. 
- Finally I was compelled to retreat from the hill, as I was alone at 
the time. Most of my men had either been killed or had deserted. 
I had two 6-shooter shells remaining. I had been waiting for Foun- 
tain to join me. The enemy were only about 30 or 40 feet from me 
when I left my position. 

Frorn there I went on down the hill to Casa Fuentes, to a hotel 
there, and attempted five times during the night to make my escape 
in woman’s dress, but was unable to do so, as they fired on everything 
that moved. 

The next day I was on the roof of the building, and looking over I 
saw Orozco’s men shoot a little child about 8 years old for hollering 
“Viva Madero.” 

I remained hidden during the day. I had a 6-shooter, with two 
shells. I remained hidden in a room which was dark, expecting to 
shoot anybody who came in, or as many as I could with two shells. 
They had come to the house several times looking for me. As soon 
as it became dark I changed my clothes to civilian clothes, went up 
to the American consulate, and asked the assistance of the American 
consul—not as a citizen of the United States, but as a man; explained 
my predicament to him and asked him if he could assist me in mak- 
ing my escape, as it meant certain death to me if I was caught. 

The American consul told me that officially he could not assist me, 
but as a friend he would do what he could. He instructed me to go 
to the Palmilla Mines and that I would receive assistance there. 
Thanking the consul. who wished me Godspeed, I left the consulate, 
passed through the sentries’ lines of the rebels, and finally made my 
way to the railroad tracks, which I found about 2 miles from La 
Palmilla. 

I was stopped by the rebel outposts, who challenged me, and I 
refused to answer the challenge. The challenge was “ Quien vive? ” 
I refused to say “ Viva Orozco.” They approached me, threatening 
me with their guns cocked, saying that it was a gringo, and to shoot 
him. Knowing that my only course was to bluff them, I laughed at 
them. So they began to search me for arms. After searching me 
thoroughly and finding none, one of them thrust his hand in my 
pocket and took out $140 Mexican money, and another one took off 
my watch and chain. I objected to this, and one of them insisted 
upon my identifying myself. I told them that it was impossible, and 
for them to come with me to Palmilla mine. Thev insisted upon 
taking me to the camandante. Knowing that if I went there I 
would be identified by Salazar, whom I know personally, and that I 
would be executed, I told them that they had already robbed me and 
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insulted me, and that if they carried on their actions any further! 
would object to the consulate, not stating which consulate I would 
object to. One of them insisted upon shooting me, and his com- 

anions had considerable trouble in keeping him from shooting me. 

hey were all drunk. I finally walked past them and arrived st 
the Palmilla, where I remained one day and two nights. I was ther 
furnished with a horse and saddle, for which I gave a bill to the 
company, and rode to the mountains. 

Approaching the top of a mountain, I noticed I was being fol- 
towed” by a band of 15 or 18 men, who called to me to halt. Know- 
ing that they were rebels, I kept on. They fired upon me and killed 
the horse, and in falling the horse broke three of my ribs on my 
right side. I kept on going, and at the top of the hill there was a 
horse saddled, with no one present. The rider evidently had just 
gotten off or had been off for some time. His rope was on the 
ground. I crawled up to the horse and mounted, and rode off to the 
top of other mountains, and remained there for three days and nights 
without food or water, as I was unable to ride, owing to the injury 
to my side. 


AFFIDAVIT OF J. B. M’CRANIE AND J. D. KENNEDY. 


EL Paso, TEx., August 3, 1912. 

On May 11, 1911, we were conductor and engineer on passenger train No. 236 
between San Luis and Anguas, and were caught by a bunch of Maderistas at 
Pena Blanco, and were forced to back up to Salinas. Before backing up to 
Salinas the Maderistas robbed all the passengers, abusing them and poking them 
with rifles, making them halloo “ Viva Madero.” I, the conductor, was robbed 
and called all the vile names in the Spanish language, and also spit on. After 
bucking up to Salinas the soldiers all went over to the town of Salinas and got 
drunk, sent over a bunch of from three to five men about every 15 or 20 min- 
utes, who would call us out, punch us in the ribs with rifles, hit us with 
machétes, make us halloo “ Viva Madero,” and then take us between horses 
and run us for about 100 yards. Treated the passengers in the same way. They 
also shot the train all to pieces. There were about 14 American men on this 
train. We got loose on the morning of May 13 about 9.30 a. m. 

On May 12 Conductor Kane was running train between Silo and Guanala 
with Engineer McFarland. A rail was taken out by a bunch of rebels; the 
rebels held this train up; robbed passengers and all people on it. After Con- 
ductor Kane had given them everything he had and the brakeman was begging 
for his life—as Conductor Kane could not speak Spanish they shot Conductor 
Kane in the mouth and then shot the brakeman through the arm for begging 
Kane's life, also beat the engineer with machétes. This I did not see, but did 
see and help take Conductor Kane to the hospital on his arrival and ours. Also 
was told by people coming in that there was a lady on the train that they laid 
in the middle of the aisle and beat her on her feet with machétes trying © 
make her give up some diamonds and jewelry that they supposed she had. This 
was April 11, 1912. 

Also Supt. Hamilton, superintendent of the Guggenheimer mines at Sandhill, 
was beat up by a bunch of rebels in May, 1911, until he couldn’t sleep On his 
back for a week: abusing Mrs. Krutchniett, also Mr. Krutchniett and the rest 
of the Americans that were at the camp. This information I got from Mr. 
Hamilton before his back was well from the bruises. 

J. S. McCRanie. 


Conductor. 
J. D. KENNEDY. 
Engineer. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this the 3d day of August, A. D. 1912. 
[SEAL ] H. E. Cuasi, 


Notary Public in and for Fl Paso County, Tez~ | 
Unitcd States of AMmMersca. 
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{ Translation. } 
THE San Luis Poros! PLAN. 
PLAN. 


First. The elections for President and Vice President of the Republic, magis- 
trates of the supreme court of justice of the nation, and deputies and senators, 
held in June and July of the current year, are declared void. 

Second. The present Government of Gen. Diaz is not recognized, as well as 
all the authorities whose power ought to emanate from the popular vote, 
because, besides not having been elected by the people, they have lost the few 
titles of legality they might have by committing and supporting with the ele 
ments the people put at their disposal for the defense of their interests the most 
scandalous electorial fraud recorded in the history of Mexico. 

Third. In order to avoid, as far as possible, the upheavals inherent in every 
revolutionary movement, all the laws promulgated by the present administra- 
tion and their respective regulations, except those that are manifestly repug- 
nant to the principles proclaimed in this plan, are declared to be in force, with 
the reservation to amend, in due time, by constitutional methods, those that 
require amendment. Likewise the laws, decisions of tribunals, and decrees 
that approved the accounts and management of funds by the functionaries of 
the Porfirist administration in all its departments, are expected; for as soon as 
the revolution triumphs the formation of investigating commissions will be 
initiated for the purpose of reporting as to the liabilities incurred by the func- 
tionaries of the federation, of the States, and of the municipalites. 

In every case the obligations contracted by the Porfirist administration with 
foreign governments and corporations prior to the 20th proximo will be re- 
spected. 

In abuse of the law on publie lands numerous proprietors of small holdings, 
in their greater part Indians, have been dispossessed of their lands by rulings of 
the department of public development (fomento) or by decisions of the tribu- 
nals of the Republic. As it is just to restore to their former owners the lands 
of which they were dispossessed in such an arbitrary manner, such rulings and 
decisions are declared subject to revision, and those who have acquired them 
in such an immoral manner, or their heirs, will be required to restore them to 
their former owners, to whom they shall also pay an indemnity for the damages 
suffered. Solely in case those lands have passed to third persons before the 
promulgation of this plan shall the former owners receive an indemnity from 
those in whose favor the dispossession was made. 

Fourth. Besides the constitution and existing laws, the principle of no re- 
election of the President and Vice President of the Republic, governors of the 
States, and municipal presidents is declared to be the supreme law of the 
Republic until the respective constitutional amendments are made. 

Fifth. I assume the character of provisional President of the United States 
of Mexico, with the necessary powers to make war on the usurping government 
of Gen. Diaz. 

AS soon as the capital of the Republic and more than half of the States of 
the federation are in the power of the forces of the people the provisional Presi- 
dent will issue a call for extraordinary general elections one month thereafter, 
and shall deliver the power to the President who is elected as soon as the result 
of the election is known. 

Sixth. The provisional President, before delivering the power, shall make a 
report to the congress of the union of the use he has made of the powers the 
present plan confers upon him. 

Seventh. The 20th duy of the month of November, after 6 p. m., all citizens 
of the Republic will take up arms to remove from power all the authorities 
who now govern it. (The towns which are at distance from means of com- 
munication will do so the day previous.) 

Eighth. When the authorities offer armed resistance, they shall be compelled 
by force of arms to respect the popular will, but in this case the laws of war 
shall be rigorously observed, attention being especially called to the prohibition 
against the use of expansive bullets, nor shall prisoners be shot. Attention is 
also called to the duty of every Mexican to respect foreigners in their persons 
and interests. 8 

Ninth. The authorities who offer resistance to the realization of this plan 
Shall be put in prison, to be tried by the tribunals of the Republic when the 
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revolution is ended. As soon as each city or town receives its liberty the 
principal officer in command shall be recognized as the provisional legal author 
itv, with power to delegate his functions to any other prominent citizen, who 
shall be confirmed in his oftice or removed by the provisional governor, 

Qne of the first measures of the provisional government shall be to put al 
political prisoners at liberty. 

Tenth. The appointment of the provisional governor of each State that has 
been occupied by the forces of the revolution shall be made by the provisional 
President. This governor shall be under strict Obligation to issue a call for ele 
tion of the constitutional governor of the State as soon as may be possible in 
the judgment of the provisional President. From this rule are excepted those 
States that have within two years had democratic campaigns for change of 
government, since in those States the person who was the andidate of the peuple 
Will be considered as the provisional governor, provided he adheres actively to 
this plan. 

In case the provisional President has not made the Appointment of governor, 
this appointment has not reached its destination. or the Person appointed does 
not accept for any reason, then the governor shall be designated by the vote of 
all the commanding officers who operate in the territory of the respective State, 
on condition that his appointment be ratitied by the provisional President as 
soon as may be possible., 

Eleventh. The new authorities will dispose of all the funds found in the 
public oflices for the ordinary expenses of administration and for the expenses 
of the war, keeping accounts with due serupulousness, In case the funds are 
not sufficient for the expenses of the war they shell contract for loans, either 
voluntary or forced, these latter only with citizens or national institutions. Of 
these loans scrupulous account shall also pe Kept awl receipts in due form shal! be 
given to the parties in interest, to the end that When the revolution triumphs the 
amounts loaned may be returned to them, 

Transitory.—(a) The officers of the volunteer forees shall assume the grade 
that corresponds to the number of the forces under their command; in case 
military and volunteer forces operate together, the officer of the higher grade 
shall have the command of them, but in case both officers have the sume grade 
the command shall belong to the military offieer, 

Civil officers shall have said grade While the war lasts. and. once it is ended, 
those appointments, on application of the parties in interest, shall be revised 
by the war department, which shall ‘atify them in their grade or reject them, 
according to their merits 

(1) AlL officers, civil as well as milita ry, shall enforce the strictest discipline 
over their troops, and they shall be responsible to the provisional government 
for the misdeeds committed by the forces under their conumand, unless they show 
it was impossible for them to restrain their soldiers and that they had inflicted 
on fhe guilty the punishment they deserved, 

(c) If the forces and authorities that Sustain Gen. Diaz shoot prisoners of 
war, not for that reason nor by way of reprisal shall the same thing be done 
with theirs who fall in our lands: bui, in exchange, the civil or military 
authorities in the service of Gen. Diaz Who, once the revolution is started, 
have ordered, in any manner disposed, transmitted the order, or shot any of 
onr soldiers shall be shot within 24 hours and after a summary trial, 

Not even the highest functionaries shall be exempted from this petalty. 
The only exception shall be Gen. Diaz and his ministers, on whom the same 
penalty shall be intlicted in case they order suid exeentions or permit them, 
but after having been tried by the tribunals of the Republic, when the revolu- 
tion has terminated. 

In ease Gen. Diaz orders that the laws of war bo respected and that the 
prisoners who fall in bis hands be treated with humanity, his life shall be 
spared, but in every event he must answer before the tribunals as to how he 
has managed the funds of the nation and as to how he has complied with 
the law, 

(d) As an indispensable requisite in the laws of war that belligerent troops 
wear some uniform or distinguishing mark, and as it would be difficult to uni- 
form the numerous forces of the people who are going to take port in the 
contiiet, a tricolored ribbon on the bat or on the srm Shall be adopted as the 
distinguishing mark of all the liberating forces. 

Fellow citizens, if I call upon vou to take Up arms and overthrow the gov- 
ernment of Gen, Diaz, it is not only heeause of the unwarranted act he com- 
mitted during the last elections, but to save the Country from the gloomy 
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future that awaits it under his dictatorship and under the government of the 
nefarious scientific oligarchy which, without scruple and in great haste, are 
absorbing and wasting the national resources, and, if we permit him to con- 
tinue in power, in a very short time they will have completed their work: 
they will have led the people into ignominy and will have degraded them: they 
Will have sucked all their wealth and left them in the most absolute misery ; 
they will have caused the hankruptey of our finances and the dishonor of our 
country Which, weak, impoverished, and manacled, will tind itself without arms 
to defend its frontiers, its honor, and its institutions, 

In so far as concerns me, I have a tranquil conscience, and no one ean 
accuse me of promoting the revolution for personal ends, for it is within the 
knowledge of the nation that T did everything possible to reach a penceable 
arrangement and was disposed even to resign my candidacy, provided Gen. 
Diaz had permitted the nation to designate, although it be the vice president 
of the Republie: but, dominated by incomprehensible pride and unheard-of 
haughtiness, he did not heed the voice of the fatherland and preferred to 
precipitate it into a revolution rather than yield a point; rather than return 
to the people an atom of their rights; rather than comply, even at the end of 
his life, with a part of the promises he made at Noria and Tuxtepec. 

He himself justified the present revolution when he said, “ Let no citizen im- 
pose and perpetuate himself in the exercise of power, and this will be the last 
revolution.” 

If the interests of the fatherland had had greater weight in tke mind of Gen, 
Diaz than the sordid interests of himself and his advisers, he would have 
avoided this revolution by making some concessions to the people: but, since he 
did not do so * * * so iftmeh the better; * * * the change will be more 
rapid and more radical, since the Mexican people, iustead of lamenting like a 
coward, will accept the challenge like a brave man, and now when Gen. Diaz pro- 
poses to rely on brute foree te impose an ignominious yoke upon them, the 
people will have recourse to the same force to shake off that yoke, to eject that 
woeful man from power, and to recover their liberty. 

Francisco I. MADERO. 

San Luis Potosi. October 5. 1910. 


WasHnıIxGTon, D. C., 
Thursday, December 12, 1912. 
The committee met at 2 o`elock p. m. 
Present: Senators Smith of Michigan (chairman) and Fall. 


TESTIMONY OF H. S. STEPHENSON. 


H. S. Stephenson, a witness previously sworn, being recalled, testi- 
fied as follows: 

Senator Smiru. I want to ask vou first to tell the committee about 
the ransom which had been exacted since you gave vour last testi- 
mony. 

Mr. STEPHENSON. I can not give the exact date. 

Senator FAIL. Just approximate it. 

Mr. SrerHenson. I went to Lordsburg on the 15th of October. It 
was on or about the 15th of October, 1912. 

Senator Smirn. How much did you pay? 

Mr. Stepnenson. Five thousand dollars. 

Senator Smıru. For what purpose? 

Mr. STEPHENSON. It was paid for the release of Arthur McCor- 
mick, our superintendent. 

Senator Smitu. To whom was it paid? 

Mr. STEPHENSON. It was paid to Capt. Pedro Galvan and Lincho 
Miranda. It was paid to them in gold. 

Senator Smitu. Who are they? 

Mr. Sternenxson. Galvan is a captain in the revolutionary army. 

Senator Savitri. And this money was paid in the State of Chi- 
huahua ? 
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Mr. StepHenson. It was paid in the State of Chihuahua, about 
15 miles south of Monument 60 on the international boundary. 

Senator Sairx. I believe you received a letter from Gen. Salazar! 

Mr. Srepuenson. Yes. T have here the letter which I received. 

Senator Sarru. I see he signs himself commander in chief 

Mr. STEPHENSON. Yes. The letter is as follows: 

A translation of this letter is as follows: 


(Translation. ] 


EL PALMAR, November 18, 1912. 
To the MANAGER OF THE NOGALES Co. 

My Dear Str: From this date on all ranches or farms, which are found to be 
defended by the forces of the Autocrat Madero, shall be destroyed in accordance 
With my order, and with greater reason when we take them with blood and tire. 

On no account will you be permitted to continue operations without pre 
Viously consulting the government emanating from the revolution. 

INEZ SALAZAR, General in Chief. 

P. S.—None of your employees nor you yourself may enter Mexican territory 
Without my permit. Farewell. 


REPORT. 


WASHINGTON, Marcu 1, 1913. 
To the Senate ComMitrer on Foreign RELATIONS: 

Senate resolution 335, Sixty-seeond Congres, second session, pro- 
vided that the Committee on Foreign Relations or a subcommittee 
thereof should be authorized and directed to inquire. investigate, as- 
certain, and report whether any persons, associations, or corporations 
domiciled in or owing allegience to the United States. have heretofore 
been or are now engaged in fomenting, inciting, encouraging, or 
financing rebellion, insurrection. or other flagrant disorder in Cuba 
or Mexico against the lawfully organized Government of this 
country. 

The committee was directed to report the result of its investiga- 
tion and inquiry to the Senate during the first month of the next 
session of Congress. 

In accordance with the directions of the Senate, Hon. William 
Alden Smith, William E. Borah. Porter J. McCumber. Benjamin 
F. Shively. and Gilbert M. Hitchcock were appointed a subcommittee 
to conduct the investigations directed. Later. by a resolution of the 
Senate. Senator Albert B. Fall was added to this subcommittee. _ 

Upon the organization of the committee a resolution was adopted 
providing that any two members should have authority to conduct 
hearings, take testimony, etc. Senators Smith of Michigan, and 
Fall, of New Mexico. proceeded to the Mexican border, and committee 
hearings were opened on September 7, 1912. at E] Paso, Tex. Such 
hearings were continued from time to time at Ẹ] Paso, Los Angeles, 
San Diego, New Orleans, and other points on the border and in the 
United States, and finally in Washington, D. C. 

It was never possible to secure the attendance of more than two 
members of the committee, that is to say. Senators Smith and Fall. 
until certain hearings were held in Washineton in December. 1912. 
No meeting of the committee was ever held for the purpose of arriv- 
ing at any conclusion as to the findings of facts. or general report 
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either to the Committee on Foreign Relations, or to the Senate of 
the United States. Finally during the third session of the Sixty- 
second Congress, the testimony taken by the committee and the 
different members thereof, was printed for the information of the 
Senate and this printed report of testimony contains 918 pages, 
including indexes. 

In the investigation of the main question at issue, it became neces- 
sary for the committee to go into conditions existing at the time of 
the hearings and prior thereto, from about the commencement of the 
Madero revolution against Diaz as tending to throw light upon the 
sources from which was obtained the necessary funds with which to 
finance that revolution, as well as the revolution against the Madero 
Government. In other words, in examining witnesses the committee 
proceeded to the best of its ability, to ascertain the sources from 
which the different revolutionists obtained their funds, as well as to 
ascertain directly whether any persons or corporations domiciled in 
or owing allegiance to the United States, had contributed thereto. 

It is apparent from the general tenor of all the evidence taken, that 
as to the Madero revolution against Diaz, while there were very many 
rumors afloat throughout Mexico and on the border within the United 
States as to the source of the funds with which the revolution was 
being conducted, as a matter of fact, very few persons had any defi- 
nite knowledge upon the subject. 

The Madero family as is often the case in Mexico, owned very large 
land interests, were producers of Guayule rubber, owned Guayule 
lands, were interested in banks, owned smelters, ete. The head ofthe 
family was Don Evarlisto Madero, and the family consisted of sons 
and grandsons and relatives, included among whom was Francisco 
I. Madero, jr., the leader of the successful revolution against Diaz. 
The Madero family generally was known as is customary in Mexico, 
and did business largely, as “the house of Madero.” 

Under ordinary circumstances and in ordinary times the Madero 
family would have been able to raise, if acting together, large sums 
of money. It is claimed, and the evidence seems to show, that other 
members of the family, with the exception of Gustavo and one or 
two brothers of Francisco I. Madero, jr., did not originally take 
part in inciting the revolution, and it is claimed, in fact, that many 
members of the family, including the heads, were never in sympathy 
with the revolution until after the capture of the city of Juarez and 
the overthrow of the Diaz administration. 

It seems to be established by the evidence that a local outbreak 
having occurred in the State of Chihuahua under the leadership of 
Pascual Orozco, jr., against the State authorities, a coalition was 
made between Francisco I. Madero, jr., and Pascual Orozco, jr., 
through which coalition Orozco’s armed forces were to some slight 
extent, at any rate, furnished with funds with which to purchase 
arms and ammunition. 

Zapata, in the southern part of Mexico, had through various bands, 
all proclaiming him as the general leader, raised a so-called revolu- 
tion about the same time and was harassing the authorities in sev- 
ete different States, as were Orozco and others in the northern 

ates. 
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It appears that in some of the newspapers in Mexico prior to the 
capture of Juarez, as well as in the camps and councils of the revo 
lutionists in the field. the question of the source of funds, which 
funds appear to have been limited, was discussed to a greater or les 
extent. There seems to have been a rumor about this time, mor 
or less discussed, to the effect that the commercial rivalry between 
conflicting oil interests in Mexico was resulting beneficially to the 
cause of the revolutionists from a financial standpoint. 

Subsequent to the capture of Juarez, and at various times during 
the administration of De la Barra, and later during the administr- 
tion of Madero, and prior to March 1, 1912, the assertion was openly 
made in some of the newspapers in Mexico and by numerous Mexicans 
that American oil interests had assisted in financing the Madero 
revolution against Diaz. 

Just before the Orozco revolution, which began about March 1. 
1912, one Enrile undertook to have printed and circulated one or 
more circulars to the Mexican people, charging among other things 
that the Waters-Pierce Oil Co., had furnished the money with which 
the Madero revolution was conducted. 

After the outbreak of the Orozco revolution these charges were re- 
peated and were the subject of considerable discussion in Mexico, as 
it was claimed that the Madero family were favoring the Waters: 
Pierce and Standard Oil interests against those of the English syn- 
dicate headed by Sir Weetman Pierson (Lord Cowdray), and the 
Mexican Oil Co.. known as El Aguila, in which Lord Cowdray was 
Jargely interested. These rumors were so persistent that very many 
people in this country. as well as in Mexico, were convinced of the fat 
that there was more or less truth in the statements, and many b- 
lieved positively that the Madero revolution had been incited and 
fomented by the American oil interests, and had, in fact, been financed 
by the same interests. 

As a matter of interest, I may state that long before the capture of 
Juraez; in fact. just after the outbreak of the Orozco revolution. as 
I knew many of the revolutionists, including Orozco himself, and was 
to some extent interested in the Guerrero district where the revolu- 
tionists made their headquarters, I sent a confidential man to Orozco’ 
camp, with instructions to ascertain and report to me what his pur- 
poses were and where he was getting arms and ammunition, if it were 
possible to obtain such information. This man whom I sent, was not 
able at that time to meet Orozco, whom he knew personally very well. 
but asked the plain question of some of his officers: Where are you 
vetting your money for arms and ammunition? Who is financing 
vou? and while no direct reply was made, one of these officers in the 
presence of others, said. “So long as the oil companies are fighting 
there will be plenty of money for our purposes.” 

Just prior to September ¢, when the committee began taking tes- 
timony, articles appeared in the newspapers in the United States 
as well as in Mexico, reiterating the old statements as to the Americal 
oil companies having furnished funds for Madero. l 

Juan Didapp. who had been a Mexican consul in Spain, and agam 
had worked in connection with the revolutionary junta or committee 
at the outbreak of the Madero revolution, in various interviews pub- 
lished in the United States made the statement, as of his own personal 
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knowledge, that H. Clay Pierce, of the Waters-Pierce Oil Co., and the 
Standard Oil had furnished the funds through which the Madero 
revolution was financed. The Waters-Pierce and Standard Oil Cos. 
were spoken of generally in Mexico and until recently as the same 
concern. 

The testimony of Juan F. Didapp, taken by the committee under 
oath, and set forth on page 458, ete., of the committee report, will 
show what this statement was as made by Mr. Didapp to the papers 
and repeated to the committee, and will give the general idea of the 
rumors and statements which have been published and made, as I 
have stated, although Didapp claimed to have more personal knowl- 
edge than did any other witness who testified upon this subject. 

The testimony of J. Garcia Cuadra. page 292, and of Manuel Lujan, 
page 293, ete., and that of various other witnesses, as shown in the 
record, corroborate the statements made by my informant at the out- 
break of the original revolution against Diaz—that the general rumor 
was in circulation that the American oil companies were inciting the 
Orozco-Madero revolution against Diaz. 

Shortly after the taking of the testimony by the committee began 
statements were published broadcast with the press of the United 
States that the committee, or at least myself as one of the committee, 
had declared that the evidence showed that the American oil inter- 
ests had financed the Madero revolution. These statements were not 
correct and the published statement in an authorized interview by 
myself in the Los Angeles Examiner, received no such wide publicity 
as was given to the statement which my interview endeavored to 
correct. In this interview which I authorized, I stated that evidence 
had been offered to the committee to show the connection of the 
American oil interests with the fomenting of the Madero revolution, 
and more evidence to the effect that the Madero Government had 
extended favors to the American oil interests, or at least had favored 
these interests as against the English oil companies. 

I stated further that the evidence was certainly by no means con- 
clusive, and that even if it were shown by conclusive evidence that 
moneys had been advanced to the Madero government or members of 
the Madero family after the capture of Juarez by any American in- 
terest, it might well be that such moneys were furnished for the pro- 
tection of existing interests in Mexico. 

In addition to the testimony taken as shown by the report I con- 
ducted a very thorough investigation of my own, which necessarily 
was of a private nature, and through such investigation and in con- 
nection with the testimony as taken by the committee I became con- 
vinced that the rumors as to the American oil companies, or Mr. H. 
Clay Pierce, having furnished any funds with which to incite or 
foment the Madero revolution against Diaz was concerned, that such’ 
rumors were without foundation in fact and could not be substan- 
tiated by any credible testimony. 

I may say that some of the sources of my information were from 
Mexicans thoroughly conversant with public affairs of that country 
during the Diaz régime, and later during that of De La Barra and 
Madero. 

From one or more persons who were in thorough sympathy with 
the Diaz government and close followers and personal and family 
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friends of President Diaz, I became convinced that the money with 
which the Madero revolution was incited and brought to a successful 
conclusion came from another source entirely, that any America 
interests, from subscriptions made by various parties in the Republic 
of Mexico who were opposed to the Diaz government, and that the 
revolutionists largely supported themselves by killing and rustling 
cattle and sheep, by looting stores, and by securing forced contribu- 


tions. 
I have not been and am not at liberty, even in a confidential report 


to the Senate committee, to give the names of my informants, includ- 
ing those who were bitterly opposed to the Madero family personally 


and to the Madero government. 
Recently, however, a statement has been published in the public 


press of Mexico, purporting to be a full disclosure of the sources 
from which the funds were obtained by the Maderos with which to 
conduct the preliminaries to and later the actual revolution against 
the government of Diaz. This ape! as published in El Paes, one of 
the principal papers of Mexico City, under date of Wednesday, 
May 21, 1913, contains the circumstantial account of what purports 
to be the true facts with relation to the financing of the Madero 
revolution. The story is told by Engineer Marcelino Velasco, 4 
translated summary of which is as follows: 


During the last years of the Diaz administration an American by the name 
of Cooper obtained a concession to build a railroad from Camacho, a station on 
the Mexican Central, to Mazapil, passing through Bonanza, all in the State of 
Zacatecas. Shortly afterwards Cooper transferred his concession to Gustavo 
A. Madero, and,‘on April 26, 1910, at Monterey, Gustavo A. Madero, Rafael 
F. Urbina, Alfonso Madero, and Francisco Madero, sr., organized the “ Mexico 
Central Railroad Co.,” the articles of incorporation being modified October 23, 
1911, Monterey being designated as the domicile of the company, but later 
changed to Mexico City. 

The original federal concession was dated May 6, 1907, and was modified by 
decrees of April 21, 1908, and November 20, 1909. The local concession from the 
State of Zacatecas was dated April 7, 1910. The federal concession was again 
modified May 21, 1912, by President Madero fixing June 12, 1917, as the time 
by which the road must be finished. 

The capital of the company was 3,000,000 pesos, divided into 30,000 shares of 
100 pesos each. Of these 25,000 were nonassessable and 5,000 assessable. The 
25,000 nonassessable shares were given to Gustavo Madero in payment for the 
two concessions, federal and state, and for his labors in negotiating the sale of 
the provisional certificates of the mortgage bonds through the Franco-Spanish 
Bank of Paris. The other shares were subscribed as follows: Gustavo A. 
Madero, 3,900; Francisco Madero, sr., 500; Alfonso Madero, 500; and Rafael 
I’. Urbina, 100, 10 per cent being paid in and deposited by the treasurer, Gustavo 
A. Madero, as declared by him, but in reality the 10 per cent was neither paid 
in nor deposited. 

The Zacatecas State concession guaranteed 5 per cent interest on 18,000 pesos 
for each kilometer of road constructed, its date being April 7, 1910. In June, 
1910, the interest on 26,000 pesos per kilometer constructed was guaranteed 
and authority given to issue provisional certificates or mortgage bonds of 100 
pesos each to the number of 27,000 and later 12,000 additional certificates with- 
out other conditions than the subscription of 300,000 pesos for the construction 
and exploitation of the road. 

The provisional certificates were issued and contained the statement that they 
were guaranteed by mortgage on the road. Of these certificates 27,000 were 
sold to the Franco-Spanish Bank of Paris at 723 per cent of their nominal 


value, the contract being signed in Paris May 24, 1919, by Gustavo A. se 


representing the Mexico Central Railroad and A. Manigne for the bank. 
12,000 additional certificates were sold to the same bank the following month. 
In this way the company raised 2,872,500 pesos, which the company obligated 
itself to the bank to use in building the railroad. 


+ 
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April 21, 1910, Gustavo A. Madero, Primitivo Gil Vega, Francisco Beltram, 
and Rafael F. Urbina organized a construction company, Gustavo A. Madero 
being the principal stockholder and supervisor (comisario), and on April 27, 
1910, Gustavo A. Medero, us manager of the railroad company, signed a con- 
tract with Francisco Beltram, representing the National Construction Co. of 
Mexico, S. A., for the construction of the road, agreeing to pay the latter 
company 2,000,000 pesos or 10,000 pesos per kilometer. 

The capital of the construction company was never paid in nor even sub- 
seribed. 

Notwithstanding, Gustavo A. Madero and his father, Francisco Madero, sr., 
took 700,000 pesos of the funds of the company and used them to promote the 
revolution of 1910. The father withdrew the money from the Banco de 
Nuevo Leon and sent it to his son, Gustavo A. Madero. This is their own 
statement when the asked the Madero government to return the money to 
them. The federal district court in Monterrey issued a warrant for their arrest 
for this abstraction, but it could not be, or was not, served because the revo- 
lution won with Francisco I. Madero as its head. These 700,000 pesos were 
returned to them by the government, but only 350,000 pesos were restored to 
the company, the balance being retained by Gustavo A. Madero as commissions 
claimed by him. 

There was a serious row in the Madero family over the disposition of these 
700,000 pesos, and it was not until Ernesto H. Madero, then secretary of the 
treasury, intervened that the 350,000 pesos were turned over to the company 
October 8, 1912. 

In the meantime, at the beginning of 1911, Gustavo A. Madero made a con- 
tract with Carlos A. Carbonneau for half of his interest in the railroad and 
construction companies and authorized him to proceed with the construction 
as he. Gustavo A. Madero, was occupied with the revolution. Carbonneau spent 
459,260 pesos, how, is not known, except that a large part of this sum was 
given to Gustavo A. Madero, so that the company is out 1,159,260 pesos. 

The organizers and managers of both companies were all members of the 
Madero family, and no work whatever has ever been done on the road. 

Th concessions have passed to Engineer Marcelino Velasco and he has fur- 
nished the above data from the books and papers of the company, which is 
trying to recover the money and also save the concession for the French stock- 
holders. 


Long prior to this publication and from the information obtained 
from the private sources referred to, 1 became convinced of the truth 
of at least the statement that Gustavo Madero had obtained and 
used for revolutionary purposes the sum of something more than 
700,000 pesos from the funds of a railroad company, which funds 
were furnished by certain foreigners. This was the amount, or the 
approximate amount, which was paid over to Gustavo Madero out 
of the public treasury during the De La Barra administration, 
through Ernesto Madero, the secretary of finance, and the amount 
so paid over to Gustavo Madero was supposed to be for the purpose 
of replacing in the treasury of this railroad company the amounts 
which he had taken from such treasury to use in carrying on the 
revolution. 

Many rumors of the facts in this case have been in circulation for 

a year or more in Mexico, but no detailed statement such as this pub- 
lished in El Paiz has ever been given to the public. 
_ I long since became convinced that while the American oil interests 
in the United States might not have been at all pleased with the 
favors shown by the Diaz administration to the Lord Cowdray Oil 
Syndicate, that yet they had not sufficient confidence in Madero’s 
ability to overthrow the Diaz administration to justify them in ad- 
vancing money for such purpose, even had they displayed any desire, 
of which I find no evidence whatsoever, to precipitate the revolution 
and overthrow Diaz. 
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My own conviction is that while Americans doubtless looked after 
their interests in Mexico during the Madero administration, and in 
doing so possibly conferred favors upon members of the Mailer 
family at times, they did nothing more than to protect and promote 
their interests in a legitimate way, and that they should be exculpated 
of the charge that they incited or promoted the revolution agains 
the Diaz government. 

I have felt impelled to convey this conviction to the Senate by a 
sense of official duty to be performed, as well as by a-sense of justire 
to American interests which have been attacked. 

I have no method of knowing what the convictions, if any, of the 
members of the committee are upon this subject, but as I was ap- 
pointed a member of this investigating committee by the Senate itself 
and not by the Committe of Foreign Affairs, of which I am not and 
have not been a member, while regretting that it was not possible for 
the committee of investigation to make a report of their findings. I 
have concluded to submit in this informal way my conclusions in the 


prem Ises. 
Respectfully, 
ALBERT B. Fatt. 


[S. J. Res. 127, Sixty-second Congress, second session.] 


’ 
In the Senate of the United States. July 29, 1912. Mr, Fall intreduced the 
following joint resolution: whieh was rend the first and second times and by 
unanimous consent, considered, read the third time, and passed. 


JOINT RESOLUTON Authorizing the Secretary of War to supply tents and rations fo 
American citizens compelled to leave Mexico. 


Resolred bu the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States af 
America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of War be, and le hereby Is. 
authorized and directed to cause to be supplied, through the proper military 
officers at EL Paso, Texas, all necessary tents. together with temporary rations. 
for the care and relief of American citizens who have been compelled to remove 
and are yet removing from threatened danger in the Republic of Mexico. and 
who are seeking refuge in El Paso, Texas, and adjacent portions of the United 


States. 
[S. J. Res, 129, Sixty-second Congress, second session.) 


In the Senate of the United States. August 2, 1912. Mr. Bailey intrduced 
the following joint resolution: which was read the first and second times bY 
unanimous consent, considered, read the third time. and passed. 


JOINT RESOLUTION To provide transportation for American citizens fleeing from 
threateued danger in the Republic of Mexieu. 


Resolved bu the Senate and House of Representateres of the United States of 
Ameria in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of War be, and be hereby is. 
authorized and directed to furnish transportation from El Paso. Texas, te such 
place in the United States as each shall eleet, these American citizens fleeing 
from the Republic of Mexico who are now or whe may hereafter be temporarily 
supplied with shelter and sustenance, in whole or in part, by the Government © 
the United States in or near El Paso, Texas 

Sec. 2. That for the purpose ef carrying out the provisions of this joint rey 
lution the sum of one hundrat theusand dollars, or so much thereof as may be 
heeessaty. is hereby appropriated, out of any moneys in the Treasury of the 
United States nec etherwise appropriated. to he expended under the direcdea 
of the Secretary ef War. upon vouchers to be approved by the commander of the 
United: States forves at Fort Bliss, Texas 
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{S. J. Res. 138, Sixty-second Congress, second session. ] 


In the Senate of the United States. August 10, 1920. Mr. Smith, of Arizona, 
introduced the following joint resolution ; which was read the first and second 
times and, by unanimous consent, considered, read the third time, and 
passed. 

JOINT RESOLUTION Appropriating the sum of twenty thousand dollars, out of money 
appropriated by Senate joint resolution No. 129, for subsistence of American citizens 
now in Arizona fleeing from threatened danger in the Republic of Mexico. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United Ntates 
of America in Congress assembled, That out of the money appropriated by 
Senate joint resolution No. 129, providing transportation for American citizens 
fleeing from threatened danger in the Republic of Mexico, the sum of $20,000 
is hereby appropriated for the subsistence of such American citizens as are 
now in Arizona, with no home except in the Republic of Mexico and from which 
they have been driven to the United States. 


UNITED STATES—MEXICO—LABOR—THEIR RELATIONS. 
| (By Samuel Gompers. ) 


s * % * bd bd bd 


Individuals in the American labor movement who had encountered either 
Mexican fugitive labor organizers (so-called revolutionists) or who had been 
forced to see the danger to American workers through the masses of Mexican 
workers—who, because of their enforced low standards and their lack of in- 
formation, were the agency by which American employers hoped to club their 
workers into submission—began to appreciate how closely the problems and 
welfare of the workers of the two countries were identified. 

It was not the fault of the Mexican workers that they were pawns in the 
hands of employers. It was their lack of opportunity and information. That 
opportunity came as the result of years of agitation. Many a leader on both 
sides of the border had battled in vain against organized tyranny and oppres- 
sion. but there was not an effort that was without influence. Out of it all 
there came the hope that freedom could be achieved. 


* * * * + + * 
THE REVOLUTION. 
* * + + * * s 


For years the liberal elements in Mexico were generally united in the Libera? 
Party, which had for its chief purpose the reestablishment of the constitution 
of 1857. As that constitution provided rights and opportunities for the peo- 
ple, those who were seeking freedom in all lines were in sympathy with the 
effort to restore it. Because it had an appeal for the workingmen as well as 
for other groups of citizens, workingmnen, both in the United States and Mexico, 
gave aid and indorsement to the leaders of the Liberal Party, who were termed 
revolutionists by the Mexican Government and persecuted as political offenders. 
Often these men escaped across the border line for refuge. 

The Mexican Government did not relinquish its persecution at the border line, 
but worked out methods whereby it pursued progressive Mexicans even in their 
political asylum in the United States. They endeavored to secure the extra- 
dition of fugitive Mexicans on criminal charges. The Mexican Government 
retained the services of detective agencies that were to seek out fugitives. 
“When found the fugitives were arrested. put into jail, where they were held 
until the charges were either dismissed as groundless or evidence could be 
manufactured. Just as soon as the prison doors opened for these victims they 
were rearrested upon other trumped-up charges and again confined. Kid- 
Naping was not uncommon, 


POSITION OF A. F. OF I. 


The persecution of these men aroused the sympathy of the members of the 
organized labor movement. The Denver, 1908, convention of the A. F. of L. 
adopted the following resolution: 

Whereas Ricardo Flores Magon, Antonio I. Villarreal, Librado Rivera, and 
other membera of the Merican Liberal Party, were arrested in Los Angeles, 
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Calif.. August 23, 1907, at the instance of the Merican Government, and hore 
since been detained in prison while extraordinary effort has been made to ext 
dite them; and 

Whereas the Merican Government, as prosecutor, has succeeded in inducing 
the American authorities to hold them on varying criminal charges, rankin 
from petty larceny to that of murder; and 

Whereas the several charges, in turn and of necessity, have been abandoned 
when fully refuted by legal testimony, and the one active charge remaining it 
that of endeavoring to invade Mexico with an armed force, all of which prove 
by court records that these men are not criminals in any sensc—tf offenders a 
all, political offenders only: Therefore be it 

Resolved, That the A. F. of L. extends its earnest sympathy to the aforesaid 
Magon, Villarreal, Rivera, et al, and commends to all affliated organization 
the considcration of proper means for thew defense. ` 

WASHINGTON, D. C., September 22, 1915. 


Sır: In accord with the direction of the executive council of the American 
Federation of Labor, the following is respectfully submitted to you and which 
we hope will commend itself to your favorable consideration and action. 

There has been going on just across our southern boundary a battle which 
is part of the world-old struggle for freedom. Although that struggle may be 
associated with many things that are not in accord with our ideals, yet I am 
sure you recognize that these things are the first crude efforts of a people long 
acccustomed to despotism and denial of the rights of free citizens to realize 
ideals of freedom. Nations, as well as individuals, as you well know, can not 
at once assume wisdom in the exercise of freedom. They must learn to be 
free. They have the right to this freedom without unwarranted outside inter- 
ference even from those who seek their welfare. 

The revolt of the people under the leadership of Madero against the Diaz 
government was an effort to realize ideals. The support given to the ideals 
of Madero was a proof that national virility and resourcefulness had not been 
crushed out by the rule of despotism. It was a proof that there were yet ideals 
and yearnings for the opportunities that rightfully belonged to citizens under 
a free government. 

Under the Madero government there were beginnings of a labor movement 
and an effort of the workers to organize for the realization of their ideals and 
for the betterment of themselves and their fellow-workers. This hope was 
overshadowed by the barbarism of Huerta, but again grew strong and steady 
when Carranza asserted himself as the lender of the people. 

Gen. Carranza is recognized as the friend of the working people and the real 
leader of the people generally of Mexico. He bas granted to the wage earners the 
right of organization and has secured them opportunities for carrying out the 
legitimate purposes or organization. - He has been thoroughly in sympathy with 
the ideals of greater opportunity and freedom of the masses of the people. The 
working people have been supporting him. They have adjourned as lodges and 
trade-unions to enlist in the Carranza army, with their union officials serving 
as the officers of their regiments. 

The workers of Mexico have tried as best they could with the resources avail- 
able to present their request and their right to be allowed to work out their own 
problems, They asked you and our Government for a little more patience and & 
little more time to prove that the Carranza government really represented the 
people of Mexico. You granted that request, and time bas proved that Gen. 
Carranza is really the representative of Mexican democracy—that he represents 
their efforts to establish a government of the people and for the people. Gen. 
Carranza bas demonstrated his sympathy with the ideals for which Madero gave 
his life, and has refused to compromise these ideals with Mexican revolutionists 
who were seeking their own personal interests. He has endeavored to secure 
for the Mexican Republic the dignity and the respect that ought to be accorded 
to any sovereign government, 

The sympathies of the workers of the United States have been very deeply 
touched by the struggles of our fellow workers of Mexico. As recent events have 
drawn all of the countries of the two American continents more closely together, 
so the workers of these various countries have been more thoroughly aroused to 
the counnou interests and the common welfare of the wage earners who are 
citizens of the countries. 

It is with the desire that we Americans, who have so much liberty and 80 
much of opportunity, should use our influence to aid those who are less fortunate, 
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that as representatives of the labor movement of America we urge upon you 
recognition of Gen. Carranza as the head of the Mexican Government. 

The matter, we know, is receiving your most earnest and most conscientious 
consideration, and we are sure that your sympathies are very strong for any 
genuine effort to secure larger liberty for the people; therefore we wish you to 
have the assurance that the course we, as the representatives of the organized 
labor movement of America, urge upon you has, we are sure, the hearty ap- 
proval and indorsement of the great rank and file of the citizenship of our 
country. 

Very sincerely, yours, 
SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President American Federation of Labor. 
Hon. Wooprow WILSON, 
President of the United States, 
White House, Washington, D. C. 


On October 19, 1915, the United States Government notified the representative 
of the de facto Mexican Government in the United States that it would be 
pleased to receive formally in Washington a diplomatic representative of the 
Constitutionalist Government. The Carranza government was recognized. 


MEXICO-UNITED STATES LABOR CONFERENCE. 


The concessionaries, the American trusts in Mexico and the foreign capitalists 
who had invested money there became increasingly disturbed, as the Carranza 
government continued its program. They were in danger of losing the privileges 
that they had secured in devious ways. As these foreigners owned 75 per cent 
of the capital and land of Mexico, they saw no benefit to be secured through 
indemnities, for indemnities would be the result of taxation of Mexican prop- 
erty, the property to which they claimed title, consequently indemnities meant 
they themselves must pay. 

Then began an effort on a gigantic scale to create “public opinion” for 
American intervention in Mexico. Nor were these efforts contined to press 
publicity. President Wilson, in a public statement, declared that interests hos- 
tile to international peace were inciting trouble along the border line between 
Mexico and the United States. 

One of the most conspicuous of these efforts was the expedition sent from 
California into Lower California, Mexico, headed by Mr. Chandler, son-in-law 
of Gen. Otis, of the Los Angeles Times. Gen. Otis owns about 64.000 acres in 
Mexico, which was virtually an extension of the great Imperial Valley of Cali- 
fornia. Gen. Otis, as all the world knows, is actuated by far from idealistic 
purposes. The conditions connected with this expedition were brought to the 
attention of the grand jury of California. Indictments followed, and some 
of the men concerned in the expedition were sentenced to terms in the peni- 
tentiary. However, the men who planned the expedition and were to profit 
by it have so far escaped punishment. This case is known as California v. 
Chandler, Abilez et al. 

When conditions became critical, in the name of the workers of the United 
States, the president of the American Federation of Labor sent the following 
letter to the Casa del Obrero Mundial of Mexico: 


WASHINGTON, D. C., May 23, 1916. 
Secretary CASA DEL OBRERO MUNDIAL, 
City of Mevrico. 


DEAR SIR AND BROTHER: Permit me, on behalf of the American Federation 
of Labor, to send fraternal greetings to the Casa del Obrero Mundial, to the 
entire labor movement of Mexico. 

The labor movement of North America has seen with what splendid courage 
organized labor in Mexico has, from the time of the presidency of the late 
Francisco I. Madero, demanded and obtained recognition for the cause of labor 
and justice in our sister Republic. 

From time to time the American Federation of Labor has received confiden- 
tial reports from delegates duly accredited by your organization and others who 
came to Washington in behalf of the Mexican labor movement and the Mexican 
cause. From these delegates the executive council of the American Federation 
of Labor has learned how deeply the spirit of international brotherhood has 
guided all your struggles in Mexico. We learned with intense interest of the 
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historic agreement between the Casa del Obrero Mundial and the Constite 
tlonalist government and signed on behalf of that government by Rafael Zt 
baran Co. 

We have learned with what bravery and determination the Mexican miner 
in the State of Arizona organized and struck work with their brother Ameri 
cans of the north and won advancement for themselves and the cause of inter- 
national solidarity. 

All these facts point to the necessity of a still closer understanding between 
the workers of all the Americas, particularly in this crisis in the world's his 
tory. To this end and to propose a practical method of mutual cooperation 
between organized labor in Mexico and in the United States, I suggest that. at 
a date to be agreed upon, representatives from the Casa del Obrero Mundial 
and aS many other of the labor organizations in Mexico as possible meet for 
a conference in El Paso, Tex., with representatives of the American Federation 
of Labor. Matters for the mutual welfare of the sister Republic could then be 
discussed and a future cooperative policy outlined. 

With you I agree that the future peace of the world rests in the hands of the 
wage earners, and this is most cogently expressed by the organized-labor move 
ment of each and all countries. 

I hope to hear from you as soon as possible as to the actual conditions of the 
Mexican-labor movement at the present time, and a reply to the suggestion I 


have made herein. 
Fraternally, yours, 
SAMUEL GOMPERS, 


President American Federation of Labor. 


Copies of this letter were sent to President Wilson and to each member of 
his Cabinet and to the officers of the constitutionalist Government in Mexico, 
as well us to a nuniber of governors of Mexican States, who were in a position 
and who would probably be disposed to give general publicity to the letter among 
the workers of Mexico. 

Within a very short time there came telegraphic response from the labor 
organizations of Mexico heartily indorsing the holding of a labor conference aad 
suggesting an immediate date. Within brief time came further telegraphic 
information stating that the labor organizations of Mexico City had elected dele 
gates, Who were instructed to proceed at once to the border to hold a conference 
on June 25. As June 26 was the date that had been set for the meeting of the 
executive council of the American Federation of Labor in Washington and not 
sullicient time was allowed for communicating with the workers of Mexico. it 
was Impossible to have a time mutually agreed upon for the conference before 
these workers started for Eagle Pass, Tex. Immediately upon their arrival in 
Eagle Pass the delegates telegraphed to Washington. There were 20 repre 
sentatives of various trade organizations in this delegation. The suggestion 
was made that the delegates who had come to Eagle Pass should proceed to 
Washington, which was considered a better place for a conference, in addition 
to affording an opportunity for the delegates to meet with the executive council 
of tbe American Federation of Labor. Conditions on the border were such as to 
make a labor conference there ill-advised. 

The Mexican delegation elected two of their number to come to Washington. 
They were Luis N. Morones, an electrical worker, of Mexico City, and Mr. Sal- 


vador Gonzalez Garcia, a machinist. Both of these workers represented the 


Casa del Obrero Mundial. 

In the meanwhile the Confederacion of Sindicatos Obreros had again sent 
their labor representative, Edmundo E. Martinez. to the United States and com- 
missioned him to bring to the executive council of the American Federation of 
Labor a gold medal expressing the appreciation of the Mexican workers for 
what the American-labor movement bad done for them in their struggle for 
liberty. This medal was formally presented in the conference which the Mesi- 
can delegates had with the executive council. 

The State of Yucatan now has as governor Salvadore Alvarado, a man who 
has some understanding of the labor movement and is in sympathy with its 
needs and purposes and has done much to better conditions in Yucatan. It must 
be remembered that less than a year ago the workers of Yucatan were peoDs— 
slaves. In a brief while the revolution has given them a chance to be freem@, 
and they have used that freedom as best they could under the circumstances. 
What they have done at present in the way of industrial organization is per- 
haps not the ideal thing. but it represents their first efforts to bring about 
changes in the oppressive conditions that have so long prevailed. 
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However, democracy can not come in a year, but the people of Yucatan will 
learn democracy, and will gradually supersede autoeracy, whether political or 
industrial. The governor of Yucatan believed so strongly in organized labor 
that he commissioned two representatives of the workers to come to the United 
States bringing an appeal from the workers of Yueatan. This appeal was for 
the purpose of establishing better relations between organized labor of Yueatan 
and the United States and all Pan American countries. These two delegates 
from Yucatan participated in the Mexican conference: They are Baltazar Pages, 
editor Voice of the Revolution, and Carlos Loveleira, chief of the department 
of labor. They had credentials signed by the following labor organizations of 
Yucatan: The Society of Dockers: the Syndicate of Machinists, Blacksmiths, 
and Boiler Makers: Union of Railway Men of Yucatan: Society of Sailors; Syn- 
dicate of Waiters and Assistants of Restaurants and Saloons; Syndicate of 
Carpenters: Syndicate of Mechanienl Electricians: Clerks’ Headquarters of 
Yucatan: Syndicate of Bakers: Syndicate of Molders; Syndiente of Coach 
Drivers; Mutual Beneticial Society of Truck Drivers; Syndicate of House 
Tenants. 

The representatives of the Casa del Obrero Mundial had credentials from that 
organization and asserted that they represented 100.000 organized workers, 

The purpose of this conference was the consideration of ways and means for 
the establishment of closer relations between our respective labor movements, 
in order that there might be better understanding and better cooperation. It 
was in recognition of the fact that their economic interests were identical and 
that there must be permanent relationship established between the economic 
organizations. : 

All parties to the conference agreed upon the principal of action, that the 
economic movement is the fundamental agency for the warfare of the workers, 
and that the economic movement must be made the instrumentality for establish- 
ing their freedom and promoting all of their interests. 

As a result of the conference held in Washington the following dectaration 
was formulated and signed: 

WASHINGTON, D. C., July 3, 1916. 


The undersigned, the E. C. of the A. F. of L., and the representatives of the 
organized labor movement of Mexico, express our deep gratification in the con- 
summation of this conference, which we hope and believe has laid the basis 
for better understanding and has welded ties that shall bind together the 
workers of our respective countries. 

We are confident that personal conferences of the workers of the United 
States and of Mexico will be a constructive force in bringing about understand- 
ing necessary for better relations between our coutries and for maintaining 
peace founded upon a proper regard for the rights of all. It is our opinion that 
this conference should be followed by another, in which the workers of both 
countries shall be more generally represented, for the purpose of ngreeing upon 
plans for maintaining permanent relations and for the federation of the labor 
movement of all of the countries of the two Americas, 

In view of the present relations between the United States and Mexico, we 
are of the opinion that such a general conference is for the present untimely, 
and we express the judgment that the holding of such a conference should be 
deferred until later in the year. However, in the event of an emergency which 
would make a general conference of advantage in averting an international 
crisis, such a conference could and should he called for the earliest time mutually 
agreeable. To carry this plan into effect, a joint commission shall be chosen, to 
consist of two members from both labor movements, to remain in Washington 
until the present crisis is passed, the said joint commission to have the power 
of calling a general conference if necessary. 

We hold this to be fundamental: No relations between our countries can be 
permanent that are not hased upon the will of the masses of the people and in 
accord with their concepts of justice. 

We deem it an essential step toward democracy and justice that there shall 
be established for the masses who have hitherto been without regular agencies 
for expressing their views and desires opportunities that will enable them to 
have a voice in helping to determine international affairs. 

The labor movements of the various countries constitute the instrumentalities 
that can best accomplish this purpose and give expression to national ideas and 
convictions that have been too long inarticulate and impotent. 

We direct that the president of the American Federation of Labor and the 
official representatives of organized labor of Mexico should keep in touch 
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through correspondence, and that they be authorized to carry out the purposes 
specified in this declaration. 

In joint conference as the representatives of the workers, the masses of our 
respective countries, we urge upon our Governments to adjust existing differ- 
ences without war and to establish conditions conducive to permanent peace 
with justice. 

We appeal to the workers and all of the people of the United States and of 
Mexico to do everything within their power to promote correct understanding of 
purposes and actions, to prevent friction, to encourage good will, and to pre 
mote an intelligent national opinion that ultimately shall direct relations 
between our countries and shall be a potent humanitarian force in promoting 
world progress. 

It is an unavoidable conclusion that present differences between our cout 
tries are the result of misunderstanding growing out of inadequate or incorrect 
information; that the unfortunate consequences of past relations between the 
United States and Mexico have formulated a national attitude that questions 
the good faith of our Governments; that existing agencies and methods of 
reaching an adjustment of these differences are unsuitable for dealing with 
those problems which are fundamentally humane problems: and that the re 
lations between our countries ought not to be directed in accord with abstract 
standards of justice, but ought to be keenly sensitive and responsive to the 
human interests and moral forces. Therefore, we, the representatives of the 
organized workers, having the right to speak for all of the workers and in the 
interests of all of the people, urge upon our Governments the appointment of 
a commission to be composed of high-minded citizens, fully representative of 
our nations, to consider differences that have brought our nations to the verge 
of war, and to make such recommendations for adjustment as shall fitly ex- 
press the highest ideuls of the great rank and file of the citizenship of our two 
countries. 

We direct that copies of this declaration shall be presented to the President 
of the United States, Hon. Woodrow Wilson, and to the First Chief of the Con- 
stitutionalist Government of Mexico, Gen. Venustiano Carranza, and that It be 
given the widest publicity among the workers of our respective countries. 

For the organized workers of the United States: 

Samuel Gompers, President; James Duncan, First Vice President; 
James O’Connell, Second Vice President; D. A. Hayes, Third 
Vice President; Joseph F. Valentine, Fourth Vice President; 
John R. Alpine, Fifth Vice President; H. B. Perham, Sixth Vice 
President; Frank Duffy, Seventh Vice President: Wm. Green, 
Eighth Vice President; John B. Lennon, Treasurer; Frank 
Morrison, Secretary. 

For the organized workers of Mexico: 

C. Loveira; Baltazar Pages; L. N. Morones: S. Gonzalo Garcia; 
Edmundo E. Martinez. 


LABOR’S EFFORTS TO PREVENT WAR. 


While the conference was in progress an actual clash between the American 
troops in Mexico and the Mexican Army had taken place, in which some Ameri- 
can soldiers were killed and some were imprisoned and held in jail The 
President of the United States issued an ultimatum demanding the immediate 
release of the American soldiers. No word was received from the Mexican 
Government as to their intentions in the matter, public opinion was aro 
to fever heat, and it seemed as though war was inevitable. l 

In this great anxiety an appeal came from the Mexican governmental repre- 
sentatives in this country to the president of the American Federation of 
Labor, asking him to send a personal appeal to Gen. Carranza for the release 


of the American soldiers, 
On the afternoon of June 28, about half past 2, the following telegram was 


sent: 
l [Telegram.] 


WASHINGTON, D. C., June 28, 1916. 


Gen. VENUSTIANO CARRANZA, 
First Chief Constitutionalist Government, 
Merico City, Merico: 
In the name of common justice and humanity, in the interest of a better undef- 
standing between the peoples and the Governments of the United States 


i 
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Mexico, for the purpose of giving the opportunity to maintain peace and avoid 
the horrors of war upon the grounds of highest patriotism and love, I appeal 
to you to release the American soldiers held by your officers in Chihuahua. 
SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President American Federation of Labor. 


On the evening of that same day extra papers on the streets announced that 
Gen. Carranza had just issued an order releasing the American soldiers. 
On the following day was received from Gen. Carranza this: 


{Telegram. } 
MEXICO, June 29, 1916. 


SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President American Federation of Labor, Washington: 

In replying to your message dated yesterday, I would state that the Govern- 
ment in my charge has ordered the liberty of the American soldiers whom the 
Mexican forces took as prisoners in Carrizal. Salute, very affectionately. 

V. CARRANZA, 


The executive council, which was at the time considering Mexican affairs, 
authorized the sending of the following: 


[Telegram.] 


WASHINGTON, D. C., June 30, 1916. 
Gen. VENUSTIANO CARRANZA, 
First Chief Constitutionalist Government, - 
Mexico City, Mexico: 

Your telegram of June 29 received and laid before executive council of the 
American Federation of Labor, in session at Washington, and we express to 
you our appreciation of your order releasing the American soldiers and thus 
helping to clear the way for a mutually honorable settlement of any differences 
between the Governments of the United States and of Mexico. 

, SAMUEL GOMPERS, 

President American Federation of Labor. 
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THURSDAY, APRIL 29, 1920. 


UNITED States SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ForeicN RELATIONS, 
Washington, D. C. 
Testimony taken at Washington, D. C., April 29, 1920, by Francis 
J. Kearful, Esq., in pursuance of an order of the subcommittee of 
the Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate. 


TESTIMONY OF MOTHER ELIAS DE STA SACTO. 


Mr. Kearrut. You may give your name. | 

Mother Eu1as. My name is Mother Elias de Sta Sacto. My fam- 
ly name is Maria Thierry. The Spanish name in the order is 
Maria Elias del Santissimo Sacramento. 

Mr. KearroL. What is your age? 

Mother Eras- Forty-one. 

Mr. KearroL. What is your nationality ? 

Mother Extas. Mexican. 

Mr. Kearrun. Are you a member of a religious order ? 

Mother Euzas, Carmelite, Discalced Carmelite. 

Mr. Kearrut. Known in English as “ Barefooted Carmelite? ” 

Mother Extas. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrut. Were you connected with that order in Mexico? 

Mother Euras. Yes, sir. I was living in the City of Mexico. 
From there we went to Queretaro. 

Mr. Kearruz. Were you there during the time of Porfirio Diaz? 

Mother Eras. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KearruL. And later during the time of Madero? 

_ Mother Ertas. Yes, sir. I was in the convent when Madero came 
in. I was already 15 years in the convent. 

Mr. KearroL. Were you there at the time of the revolution of 
alranza ? 

Mother Euras. Yes, sir; until six years ago we left. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did you have any trouble during the time of Por- 
îrio Diaz or Madero ? 

Mother Eras. During the time of Porfirio Diaz we really did 
uot have any, because his wife was a Catholic, and he did not care. 
He did not do anything against the Catholics. 

Mr. KearroL. Were you molested during the Madero rule? 

Mother Euras. No, sir; really not. He only passed through the 
place where we were. He passed through Queretaro, but he did 
hot trouble us. 
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Mr. Kearruu. When did your first troubles begin? 

Mother Extas:. ¥:.think in 1914, or 1913. We had to leave the 
convent, because’ we were sent away at that time for precaution. 
We had the-.sisfers there, and I said, “ Well, mother, it is better to 
leave the-conivent and go in small houses,” and when we left the 
convent, n.a few days after that they came and took possession of 
the convent. 

Mr. KEARFUL. You mean the Carranza soldiers? 

C Mother Exras. The Carranza soldiers; yes, sir. 
-. Mr. Kearrur. What do you know about the reported desecration 
-of churches by the Carranza soldiers at that time? 

Mother Exntas. Well, at that time, I, myself, saw many things they 
cid. We had to go from place to place, in caring for the nuns, to 
keep them from taking the nuns up in the hills with the soldiers. 
Of course, we did not want to give up the nuns. We used to move 
from place to place. 

Mr. Kearrun. You were hiding from the Carranza soldiers: mov- 
ing from place to place, were you? 

Mother Erias. Moving from place to place, because they used to 
come through the roof, instead of entering through the door. I re- 
member I spent 22 nights taking care of the nuns. 

Mr. Krarrvi. What have you seen about the desecration of the 
churches and the holy sacrament? 

Mother Erias. Well, T have seen several things. Jn the first place, 
when thev took possession of a city. right away they took the keys 
of the churches, and they said the Government was the owner of the 
churches, and that the cities, and the holy communion would belong 
to the people. As soon as the Carranza soldiers entered the city they 
seized the kevs of the churches, so the priests could not come from 
the houses and take care of the tabernacles and leave them empty. 
The soldiers took the erboria and emptied the contents, which was 
the sacred Hosts, into the oats for the horses. 

Mr. KrarFfuL. Please proceed with your story. 

Mother Erias. Many times the Catholic ladies used to come to me 
and say, “ Mother. would you mind to go out with me? They have 
emptied the ciboria to give to the horses.” I did not believe it. 
Surely, I could not believe such a thing. But I went with them, and 
we tried to find out. So I saw them trying to destrov them. 

Mr. KearruL. What was your purpose in entering? 

Mother Extras. To save the blessed sacrament from the profanation, 
you know. Of course, they left them there for profanation: gave 
them to the horses. We find many cases like that. They would take 
the vestments and put on the horses’ necks, and different profanations 
like that. 

Mr. Kearrun. You mean they used the sacred vestments for saddle 
blankets? 

Mother Luras. Yes; and shot the tabernacles in almost every 
church. 

Mr. Krarrun. The tabernacle is the receptacle in which the sacred 
Host is kept? 

Mother ELrras. Yes, sir. There was no place. no town, where there 
was not that kind of profanation, in every place, everywhere. Then 
I saw many times how they burned up the confessional. I was going 
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down to Mexico, and we had to stop many times on the way, and I 
saw in a church where the blessed sacrament was exposed, and hun- 
dreds of men came and shot the ostensoria, and then disappeared. 

Mr. Kearrun. What did they do, if anything, with the chalices and 
other vessels ? 

Mother Ex1as, Several times widow women used to come to our 
door, because they knew we were nuns, and used to bring the chalices 
there to sell them. Many times they said, “Sister, will you buy a 
chalice?” I bought it sometimes for 10 cents, because there were 
laces they used to drink from the chalices and the ciboria, and then 
threw them down in the street. 

Mr. Kearrun. You mean the soldiers stole the chalices from the 
churches and sold them to people for what they could get? 

Mother Eras. Yes, sir; and they would drink in them. 

Mr. Kearruu. Then they would be offered to you for sale by women 
on the street ? | 

Mother Erias. Yes, sir; in the house in Mexico we have some 
chalices that we bought at that time. 

Mr. KearreL. According to the doctrine of the Catholic Church 
is it permissible for one other than a Catholic priest to touch the 
sacted Hosts? 

Mother Eras. No, sir. 

Mr. Kearrv. Is it considered the worst crime that can be com- 
nitted by any person who violates those holy things? 

Mother Eras. Yes, sir; it is sacrilege. 

Mr. Kearrun. Is that the way that the Mexican members of the 
Catholic Church feel about it? 

Mother Etras. Well, you know soldiers are so ignorant. They do 
what they are told to do. - 

Mr. Kearrot. I mean apart from the soldiers, the inhabitants of 
the towns and members of the churches; is that the way they feel 
about the sacredness of those things ? 

Mother Euras. Of course, everybody thinks that way. 

Mr. KearroL. What do you know about the violation of the sisters, 
members of the order ? 

Mother Extras. When I was going down to Mexico to get mv sis- 
ters—my younger sisters, Curmolite nuns—that I divided among their 
own families—when I was going down to Mexico to advise them how 
long I had to be absent from them—on the way I met with six or 
more of women who said they were sisters, and they said, “Have mercy 
mus.” They said they were sisters. They said they spent two 
Years up in the hills with the soldiers, and they did not know where 
to go; they could not find any convent or place to stay. They said 
they were about to become mothers. Of course, I did not know 
whether to believe it or not. I said to them, “ Well, you had better 
£0 to some place, some maternity house, and pray to God and have 
nore faith, because it is not your own fault.” I did not see them 
any more. But afterward I went to the City of Mexico and saw a 
big crowd on the Calle de Berlin, in the Colonia Roma. When I 
“aw so many people there I tried to find out what it was, and I saw 
imitation nuns, sisters, and priests, some of them wearing the sacred 
vestments. I never could believe they were real priests; but one of 
the ladies who was there said to me, “ Don’t you believe them when 
they say they are priests. They are just trying to make fun. That 
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is the way they slander the priests, because they say the priests do 
nothing but drink and dance with the nuns.” 

Mr. Kearrcu. Is that true? 

Mother Euras. I saw that. 

Mr. Kearrvuu. I mean is it true that the priests do those things? 

Mother Eras. Indeed, no. You find in every place all kinds of 
people, but I can say that we have hundreds and thousands of good 
priests, very holy and very clever ones. This lady told me they were 
not good women, but they tried to dress in the sisters’ dress to blame 
the priests. 

Mr. Krarrun. I understand the natural disinclination you would 
have to relate incidents of this kind, and I will ask you if you wrote 
a letter addressed to the archbishop of New Orleans, while you were 
in Habana, Cuba? 

Mother Etas. Yes, sir; I did. 

Mr. Kearruu. November 4, 1914? 

Mother Eras. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KrarruL. Did you write that letter in English or in Spanish? 

Mother Exsas. I wrote it in Spanish. . 

Mr. Kearruu. I have here what purports to be a translation in 
English, and I will read that portion of it and ask you whether the 
statements in that letter are correct. | 

Mother Extas. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KeEarrut (reading) : 

Since Francisco Madero declared war on Porfirio Diaz until the present day 
we have not had a moment of peace. Following Madero’s example many others 
have arisen, some worse than others, and have attacked on all sides, so that 
not a single State in the Republic but is the victim of horrible outrages. 

The Catholic church ts attacked by the revolutionaries. They have closed the 
temples and prohibited the sacraments to the extent of shooting the priest who 
dares to hear confession or to administer the sacraments. The confessionals 
and some images of the saints have been burned in the publie squares to the 
accompaniment of bands of music and impious speeches. 

They have profaned the churches, entering them on horseback, smashing the 
images, treading the relics under foot, throwing the Hosts about the floor and 
even giving them to the horses to eat with the fodder. In some churches the 
Carrancistas themselves have pretended to say mass and have seated them- 
selves to hear the confessions of a multitude of people, 

Mother Extras. Yes, sir: the place I saw that was in the church of 
Santo Domingo, in the City of Mexico. I saw that myself. 

Mr. Kerarrun (reading) : 

Dressed as priests they have heard the confessious of sick people and then in 
derision have revealed what they had heard in the confession. 

Mother Extras. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kerarruv (reading): 

All this I have seen with my own eves. The most beautiful temple in the 
Republic, the Church of San Antonio in Aguascalientes, has been converted: inte 
the legislative hall. 

Mother Erias. Yes, sir: that is true. 

Mr. Kearrun (reading): 

The Church of San Jose in Queretaro is now a publie library. 

Mother Eras. Yes. sir. 

Mr. KearFunr (reading) : 

Our great convent of the Carmelites in Queretaro they seized and ejected 


the Christian Brothers who had a beautiful school and who lost over 50,000 
pesos which they had spent in alterations. the total loss being over 500,000 
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pesos, The colleges of the Reverend Jesuit Fathers, and many others, bave 
perished. The property of the church has been seized and some of the ecclesl- 
astical archives have been burned. All the communities of nuns have been 
expelled from the entire Republic, being given but a half hour to leave and 
not allowed tu take with them a change of clothes, and in many cases not even 
a breviary to pray. Many sisters have been taken to the barracks and police 
stations where their vows of chastity were in great danger. The furnishings 
of the Catholic schools and colleges have been stolen and in them have been 
planted the mixed lay schooly with. boys and girls together, from which there 
may be expected nothing but corruption and evil. 

Immorality has increased to such a degree that they have profuned not only 
virgins but have violated nung, carrying them away by force where they now 
suffer horribly. 

To the great suffering of my soul I have seen in Mexico the sad and 
lamentable fate of many sisters who have been victims of the unbridled passions 
of the soldiers. I found many bewniling their misfortune and that were about 
to become mothers. some in their own homes, others in maternity hospitals. 
Others unable to flee from despair have surrendered to a life of evil and, filled 
with desperation and shame, have complained against God, declaring that He 
has abandoned them. 

I have seen many sisters of different orders, dressed in the latest style, 
showing themselves on the balconies, losing the little spirituality remaining 
to them, and singing and playing the piano all day, saying that it is dissimula- 
tion to hide the fuct that they are nuns for fear that they be carried away 
by Carranzistas, or Zapatistas, or Villistus, etc. Some priests, deserving of 
confidence, have told me that in a hospital near the (I will give you 
the name in confidence) there are 50 sisters that bad been seized by the 
soldiers, of whom 45 are about to become mothers, although they have religious 
vocations and are bound by vows. 

In the in Mexico and in the Hospital de Jesus there are others in 
the same condition. The Carranzistas deny this, saying that they went with 
them voluntarily because they were held in the convents by force. In Celaya 
and jn Mexico I have seen others whom they have compelled by force to enlist 
in the Red Cross, and under this pretext holding them as slaves to serve them 
as though they were their own women, and if many look after the sick there 
are also othery who have lost their thastity. In general, many young girls, 
after having been forced to live with them, have been thrown out, and many 
bave been killed in the streets as though they were animals. 


Do you remember that you wrote that letter? 

Mother Euras. I wrote all that. 

Mr. Kearror. And it is all true? 

Mother Erias. Yes, sir. I wrote that when I was in Cuba. When 
I went back to Mexico they took me prisoner. They took me off of the 
train, and they said, “Are you the superior of the Carmelite Order? ” 
Of course, I didn’t deny it. I said, “I don’t know what you mean.” 
I didnt deny it. I didn’t say, “ I am not,” but I said, “I don’t know 
what you mean.” They said, “Are you a sister? How many sisters 
have vou?” “I have no sister.” Of course, I meant to say my own 
sister. I was dressed with a dress like a widow. I was taken in a 
dark room with a novice, and we promised to each other we would not 
separate from one another. At 2 o’clock in the morning they called 
me and said, “ Now, ladies. it is your last chance. here is the 
money?” “What money.” I said. They said, “ The dowers of the 
sisters.” I said.“ I haven’t any.” “ Well, how many sisters have you 
m your house?” “I haven't any.” “Are you the superior of the 
convent?” “Tam not.” Because I resigned my office. I was not the 
Superior at that time. ‘They said, “ Well, would you like something 
to save your life?” I said, “I would not do anything. You woul 
make me happy if you kill me, because my husband died long ago.” 

Meant our Lord Jesus Christ. “And sure I want to meet Him.” 
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Well, they didn’t know what to do with me, because they could not 
scare me. 

We were left alone without eating anything, and the next day at 
12 o’clock in the evening they called again, and said, “ Now, ladies, 
this is your last chance.” I said, “I hope it will be for good. Will 
rou please finish now?” He said, “ Well, there are some questions.” 

hey asked me the same questions about the money and the sisters, 
and I repeated over what I said before. Then they called the soldiers 
around me with their guns and told us to knell down, and we knelt 
down. The novice was so scared, and I said, “ Make up your mind 
to die. What is the use to get scared? It is better to die now than to 
be like the other sisters,” because we knew that some sisters were in 
the same place. The same questions were asked, and I gave the same 
answers. So the men shot like they would kill me. I was scared, but 
I didn’t die. 

The next day they called me again, the same questions, and the 
same answers. Then an Indian came to me and said, “ Little sister, 
do you want to be free? ” I said,“ Why do you call me sister?” He 
said, “ You have a mark on your forehead like every sister has, and 
you can’t deny that you are a sister.” Well, I didn’t say anything 
more. He said, “ Do you want to be free to-day?” I said, “ I don’t 
believe you. I don’t trust anybody.” He said, “I will open the door 
` for you if you will give me some money.” I said, “I have no money 
to give you.” I had in my clothing about $1,400 to bring the sisters, 
to pay the expense of the sisters to bring them to the United States. 
So he opened the door for me, and we left. 

Another Indian offered me a horse in order to run away. Well, I 
never did ride a horse, but I had to learn it that day. And then it 
started to rain so hard we could not see the way any more, but at last 
we reached the railroad, and we went into the City of Mexico about 
3 o'clock in the morning. That was the last thing happened to me. 

Mr. Kearrut. That was before you went to Habana? 

Mother Extras. After. 

Mr. Kearrvuu. After you wrote this letter in Habana? 

Mother Eras. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KrarruL. You returned then to Mexico with money to bring 
the other sisters out ? 

Mother Extras. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrun. Were you successful in getting them out? 

Mother Extas. Yes, sir; I got all of them. 

Mr. Kearruu. Where are they now? 

Mother Ertas. In Grand Rapids, Mich. We have a house there. 

Mr. Kerarruu. They have not returned to Mexico? 

Mother Eras. I had to send four about two months ago, because 
they got consumption in that place, because they came from a very 
hot place, and on account of the cold they got consumption, and 
we sent four to Mexico. They are in a secure place. 

Mr. Kearruu. Are they in hiding? 

Mother Extas. No, sir; they have a convent and a church. Right 
now they don’t do anything. They are afraid. There is a funny 
thing that this morning I was telling to Monseigneur Kelley. The 
Indians are so simple and so ignorant. 

The people was on the outside would scream, and they would say, 
“ Kill the clergy.” And the Indians said to kill them. Then they 
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would say, “ Kill the priests.” The Indians said, “ No. no; don’t 
kill them.” They are so ignorant, vou know. They said, “ Kall the 
ergy,” but they would not say, “ Kill the priests.” 

Me KearroL, The idea being that they were in favor of the cry 
“Death to the clergy ”? 

Mother Extas. te sir. 

Mr. KrarroL. But not “ Death to the priests ”? 

Mother Extas. No, sir; not to the priests. 

Mr. KrarroL. They did not know what “clergy ” means? 

Mother Extras. Yes, sir; that is it. I remember when Francisco 
Madero was in the City of Mexico, in order to please the people he 
brought thousands of pictures of our Lady of Guadalupe, and made 
the soldiers wear them on their hat in front, so the people would 
believe in them. They were taught to persecute the rich. Once 
when I was passing by I saw one of them trying to break a frame of 
our Lady of Guadalupe, because it was gold. I said to him, “ Man 
what are you doing?” He put it on the floor and stepped on it. I 
said to him, “ What are you doing!” He said, “ Well, I am trying 
to kill this lady.” I said, “ Don’t you have that lady on your hat?” 
He said, “ Yes; but that one is poor and this one is rich. I am going 
to kill this one.” They deceived the poor Indians, because they 
could not speak the Spanish language well. They speak the Mexican 
or Indian language. There is only a few words they can say. That 
is what they mean, to kill all the rich. That is why they do that 
way. 

Mr. Kearrvn, That is what they are taught, to kill the rich? 

Mother Erras, Yes, sir; to kill and persecute the rich. 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you consider it safe for vou to return to Mexico 
now? 

Mother Ezras. I have been to Mexico twice, because I disguised my- 
slfin different ways, so I am not afraid. 

Te KearruL. Would you feel secure to go there openly, without 

Iseuise ? 

Mother Etras. No, sir; we can not. We have to disguise ourselves 
before crossing the river. I never take the habit. I put another dress 
on, Thatisthe way we do. Six weeks ago I was coming from Mexico 
on the train with another dress on. Archbishop Orozco was on the 
train, and there was about 3.000 people clapping their hands and 
saying, “ Viva Archbishop,” and the Carranzistas were on the train. 
They didn’t pay any attention. They couldn’t do anything with the 
lg The people mean to be Catholic. They could not do anything. 

My fear is this, that when the priests and archbishops are back in 
their places, they will have the houses burned again, and thev will 
take them prisoner again and sell them as they used to do, because 
they many times sold them for a hundred thousand pesos. 

Mr. Krarrci. What do you mean by their being sold? 

Mother Ermas. They took them prisoner and would offer to de- 
liver them for many thousand pesos. 

Mr. Kearrun. You mean they were holding the priests for ransom ? 

Mother Ertas. Yes, sir; for many thousand pesos in order to gain 
their release, 

Mr. Kearrvr. Do you think that after the nuns and sisters have 
reestablished themselves there that they are likely to have the 
‘ame troubles that they had before ? 
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Mother Erias. I am sure they will have them again, because they 
have no schools now, only the public schools, and the revolution has 
been going on 10 years. What will become of the boys who were 
then 10 years old, who now are men of 20 years? They will get worse 
and worse. That is what I think. 

Mr. Kearruu. Will you please explain more fully how the priests 
were held and money was extracted from them, and how the money 
was secured / | 

Mother Exuias. I was in Zacatecas, when I came in contact with a 
lady who was my friend, and was a sister of one of the priests. She 
said, “ What do you think? My brother is in prison to-day, and he 
is an old man of 65 years, and he has got to go to-day and beg for 
100,000 pesos, otherwise he will be killed. He will be killed this 
afternoon, together with 14 other priests.” They were sent out to 
bey, and about 5 o'clock they came back with 20.000. The men said, 
“Tt is not enough. Go and beg again.” They had to go and beg 
again? They came back about 8 o'clock with some more money. 
That was not enough. They told them to go and beg again. The rest 
I do not know anything about, because I had to take my train to 
leave, but I heard that much. 

Mr. Kearrut. I believe that is all I wish to ask vou. I am very 
much obliged to you. 


AFTER RECESS, 


At the expiration of the recess the following further proceedings 
were had: 
TESTIMONY OF FRANCIS P. JOYCE. 


(The witness was duly sworn by Mr. Kearful.) 
Mr. Krarrcn. You may state your name. 
Father Joycr. Francis P. Joyce. 

Mr. Krarru.. And your occupation? 

Father Joyce. Chaplain, United States Army. 

Mr. Krarrur. To what church do you belong? 

Father Joyce. The Catholic Church: sir. 

Mr. Krarru.. Were you oe in the Army with the Ameri- 
can troops when they landed at Vera Cruz in 1914? 

Father Joyce. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KrarruL. Did you have occasion at that time to learn any- 
thing about the treatment accorded the priests and nuns and sisters 
in Mexico by the Carranza army? 

Father Joyce. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KrarruL. Will you please relate that? , 

Father Joyce. Sir. at Vera Cruz, during the summer of 1914 and 
immediately after the abdication of Huerta, there were between 
600 and 700 sisters, refugees, in Vera Cruz, some clothed in the habit 
of the religious order, others in various disguises. I sent cable- 
grams to the cardinals, to the board of archbishops, to the Federa- 
tion of Catholic Societies, to the Church Extension Society, and 
to Mr. Flahertv, of the Knights of Columbus, asking that aid and 
transportation be furnished to religious people who were then refu- 
gees in Vera Cruz. Besides the sisters there were many priests who 
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were refugees also. These men were working in various places. 
Some were waiting upon tables at restaurants, others were work- 
ing on the docks, all trying to earn enough money to get out of 
thecountry. There were also seven bishops and archbishops in Vera 
Cruz at that time. 

When the church authorities in the United States received my 
telegram, I understood that they wired Mr. Tumulty, Secretary to the 
President, to know if my reports about the condition of these peo- 
` ple were true, and that Mr. Tumulty informed them that there was 
nothing on record in the State Department that such a condition 
as I reported existed. Father Kelley, of the Church Extension So- 
ciety, how monseigneur, wired me to prove my reports by getting 
afidavits from these women relative to church persecutions inaugu- 
rated by Carranza and Pancho Villa. Many of these women, 
although they had been outraged, were timid to sign their names 
to any history of any excesses committed by the revolutionists. 
There were no notaries public who could take the affidavits, but 
through the assistance of a military judge advocate, Lieut. Prosser, 
till in the service, we obtained affidavits from a great number of 
these religious women, and I sent them to Father Kelley, of the 
Church Extension Society, who published a good many of them, 
I afterwards learned. 

Father Kelley was the only one who gave any assistance finan- 
cially to these people in Vera Cruz, when he sent down $800. Mr. 
Flaherty cabled me that my reports were not believed, and, if true, 
to give name and history of every priest, sister, and bishop refugee 
in Vera Cruz. I wired back that the American forces were about to 
lave Vera Cruz; that many of these people had been scattered and 
lost track of: that I was not a census taker; that it was too late 
to do anything. 

During this time I called on Mr. Silliman, personal representa- 
tive of President Wilson to Carranza. I visited him in the office of 
Consul Canada, and asked that he take it up with the State Depart- 
ment and obtain a boat to ship these people out of the country. 
He said, “On what grounds?” I said to him, “If not on the grounds 
of religion, at least on the ground of humanity. These are women. 

e priests are men and will have to make shift for themselves.” He 

then stood up and said, “It is generally admitted by everybody that 
the worst thing in Mexico, next to prostitution, is the Catholic 
Church. and both must go.” To prevent a fight I was hustled out 
of the consul’s office, and reprimanded in a military wav for some 
words I had with Mr. Silliman. 
During this time the poor regular soldiers organized a Holy Name 
Society whose object. was through that organization to secure con- 
tributions from the forces then occuping Vera Cruz on each suc- 
resive pay day to help defray expenses for shipping out as many 
sisters as possible. 
_ Previous to the departure of the American troops the family of 
Senora Saturni, on the Calle Cincode Mayo, offered gold to an 
American Army officer to marry her beautiful daughter, in the hope 
that as the wife of an American officer she could secure safe conduct 
out of Vera Cruz. 

Mr. Kearrvt. Was that daughter one of the women who had 
heen outraged ? 
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Father Joyce. No, sir. She was said to be the most beautiful 
woman in the State of Vera Cruz. When that marriage did not 
materialize, I afterwards learned that`when Candido Aguilar came 
into Vera Cruz as military governor he kidnapped this girl. and 
afterwards married the daughter of Gen. Carranza. 

Mr. Kearrunt. Did Silliman take any steps to give any assistance 
to these refugees? 

Father Joyce. No, sir.. 

Mr. Krarrut. Did he make any representations to the Washing- 
ton Government in that respect ? 

Father Joyce. Not that I know of, sir. Consul Canada tried to 
help them, I understood at that time, but was unable to do much. 

Mr. Krarrut. You say there were refugees in Vera Cruz. What 
was the reason for their taking refuge at that particular place? 

Father Joyce. Because the Americans were there. 

Mr. Krarrvi. Where did these refugees come from? 

Father Joyce. From various parts of Mexico. f 

Mr. Krarrvr. What story did they relate as to the treatment they 
had received from the Carranza Government? 

Father Joyce. That some of them had become mothers; that others 
were about to become mathers: that many of them were diseased. 

Mr. Kerarrunt. From your observation of them at that time you 
believe that those statements were true? 

Father Joycr. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrut. You have no doubt of it? 

Father Joyce. No, sir. 

Mr. Kearrut. What was the attitude of Gen. Funston and his 
staff with respect to these refugees? 

Father Joyce. Sympathetic, sir. 

Mr. Krarrun. Did he do anything to help vou? 

Father Joyce. No, sir. He told me that he was unable to get 
any permission from the State Department to secure a boat. 

Mr. Kearruu. It has been stated that Gen. Funston deliberately 
delayed his departure from Vera Cruz in order that some of these 
refugees might have an opportunity to get away. Do you know 
whether that is true or not? 

Father Joyce. I do not. sir. The big mistake was made when 
our Government failed to recognize Huerta, who was the hope of 
Mexico. 

Mr. Kearrct. What knowledge have you of Mexico, besides that 
which you gained as chaplain at Vera Cruz? 

Father Joyce. I was with the Pershing expedition, sir. 

Mr. Kearrcn,. Do you know Mexico in any way apart from those 
two experiences? 

Father Joyce. Yes, sir: previous to that, but that was a long time 
ago. 
“Mr, Kerarrut. That was in the time of Porfirio Diaz, was it? 
Father Joyce. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KrarruL. What were you doing in Mexico then? 

Father Joyce. I was sort of prospecting, sir. 

Mr. KrarfuL. For minerals? 

Father Joyce. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearruut. About what time was that; what year or years? 
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Father Joyce. In 1904. 

Mr. Kearrut. What were the conditions of the country as to 
security of life and property and travel throughout the country at 
that time? 

Father Joyce. At that time it was all right, the httle I saw of it. 

Mr. Kearrcy. That was it later? 

Father Joyce. AS a man in vaudeville lately said, it turned out to 
le no longer a country, but a sort of shooting gallery. 

Mr. Kearrut. Why did you say the great mistake was made 
when this Government failed to recognize Gen. Huerta? 

Father Joyce. Because I knew Huerta and was his confessor. 
He was, I believe, the ablest soldier Mexico ever produced. He was 
sliolarly, was an engineer, and for years had been in the mining- 
contracting business. He was a Catholic in a Catholic country, and 
a man I learned to esteem highly. His wife was my idea of what 
the Madonna might be like. She was a daily communicant, and, 
after his death suffered intensely, and is now, I understand, in 
poverty and ill health in Habana. 

Mr. Kearrun. Many statements have been made in this country 
Vee the moral character of Huerta. What can you say about 
that! 

Father Joyce. As far as I know, sir, like the charge that he killed 
Madero, much is untrue. 

a Kearrut. What do you think about the charge that he killed 
Madero é 

Father Joyce. I think Huerta was innocent of the charge. 

Mr. Kearrun. Do you remember the circumstance of Huerta’s re- 
turn to this country from Spain? 

Father Joyce, Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kesrrur. Did vou meet him here after his return? 

Father Joyce. Yes, sir. He was put in arrest in El Paso. 

Mr. Kearrri. What kind of treatment did he receive from the 
American authorities on that occasion ? 

Father Joyce. Very discourteous treatment, to say the least. He 
was thrown into the common jail, with negroes, drunks, and dis- 
ovlerly people, and left there, I think, over five days, at El Paso. 

Mr. Krarrvt. What was the charge against him? 

Father Joyce. As far as I could understand, he was charged with 
an attempted breach of neutrality. 

Mr. Kearron. What was done with him afterwards? 

Father Joyce. He was afterwards put under $38.000 bond, which 
his wife furnished, a cash bond, and was sent out under guard of 
hve civilian secret-service men to Fort Bliss. His prison there was 
‘old and he became sick. I then wired the Department of Justice 
that he had a bad cold and was a pretty sick man, and I feared he 
would get pneumonia and die where he was. I asked that he be 
permitted to go down town and have the care of his familv at the 
home which his wife had rented for herself and children on Stanton 
“treet. That permission was granted. A few nights later Huerta 
sent for me and told me that a Mr. Dubose. whose office was in the 
Federal building. had visited him and said that he wanted $5,000 or 
he would have Huerta returned to the prison at Fort Bliss. 

Mr. Kearrur.e Who was Dubose? 
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Father Joyce. Dubose, I think, was chief of the civilian secret 
service in that district at that time. 

Mr. Kearrv.. That secret service was under the Department of 
Justice, was it? 

Father Joyce. I think so. I told Huerta that Dubose could not 
do that, and Huerta said, “ I don’t want to be sent back to that place. 
but I haven’t $5,000 to give him.” 

Mr. Krarrun.. You did not believe that Dubose would do such a 
thing? 

Father Joyce. No, sir. The next night Huerta sent. for me again 
and said Dubose had again sent word that his price had been raised 
to $8,000, and if the money was not handed him the following day 
by 5 o'clock, he would send Huerta back to the prison at Fort Bliss. 
Again I told Huerta they were just teasing him, and was surprised 
the next evening to learn that Huerta had been sent back to Fort 
Bliss. I visited him there and told one of his guards, a civilian 
secret service man, to call up Dubose and have Huerta moved back 
to his home, where his wife could give him some care, otherwise 
I would endeavor to bring up charges for extortion against Dubose. 
Huerta was immediately returned to his home. l 

Some nights later his wife sent for me and said that she believed 
he was dying. She said the previous night at a late hour a man who 
spoke excellent Spanish and had whiskers, who said he was a physi- 
cian and a great admirer of Huerta, visited him, examined him, and 
told him unless he underwent an operation immediately he would 
be dead in 24 hours. He alarmed Mrs. Huerta so much that she con- 
sented with Huerta to the operation. He said he had no anes- 
thetic, and made some abdominal incisions in Huerta without ad- 
ministering any anesthetics. I went back to Fort Bliss and asked 
two medical officers, Maj. McAndrew and Dr. Norman, to come with 
me to see Huerta. That was the night after the operation. They 
examined him and said that the operation had been unnecessary ; that 
if it had been sewed up immediately afterward, he would have lived, 
but now complications had set in and they gave him two days to live. 

Mr. Krarrun. How long did he live? 

Father Joyce. About three days after the operation, sir. The last 
he said was, “ Help my wife to recover our properties in Mexico, and 
if she wins, remember that everything is for the poor.” The bond 
that he was under has been lost to her. 

Mr. Kearrut. What was the amount of that? 

Father Joyce. Of the $38,000 which she deposited Lee, Thoma- 
son & McGrady, a firm of attorneys in El Paso, pretended that $7,500 
of it was theirs; Hosea Hattner, now in New York City, whom the 
banks considered a bona fide agent of the widow, secured $17,400; 
and the remainder, around $13,000, was lost in favor of the Govern- 
ment of the United States. | 

Mr. Kearruut. What became of Mrs. Huerta? - 

Father Joyce. She, with the children, is in Havana, destitute, ill, 
and broken hearted. She thinks that they have been maliciously 
persecuted, unjustly. 

Mr. Kearruu. Do you think she is correct in that? 

Father Joyce. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearruu. Who do you think is responsible for it? 
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Father Jorce. As a soldier, sir, I don’t know. | 

Mr. Kearrun. Did you meet John Lind in Vera Cruz? 

Father Joyce. I may have met him. I met so many there, I can 
hot remember. 

Mr. KearroL. Did you learn the opinion of people in Vera Cruz 
as to what the attitude of John Lind was toward the Catholic 
Church in Mexico? 

Father Joyce. The story was, sir, that John Lind said, “ The 
thing wrong with Mexico is the Catholic Church, and they should 
keep the Catholic schools and the Catholic churches closed for a 
generation and they will be rid of the church in Mexico.” 

Mr. Kearrun. Did you have any conversation directly with John 
Lind, that you remember ? 

Father Joyce. I have forgotten, sir. It has been a long time ago. 

Mr. Kearrut. What do you think personally about the charge 
that the Catholic Church is responsible for the ills of Mexico? 

Father Joyce. Nearly 70 years ago the Catholic Church was de- 
spoiled by Juarez in various parts of Mexico. Sisters were for- 
bidden to wear their garb in public. It was forbidden to hold 
Catholic services in the open air. It was likewise forbidden for 
priests to wear any sort of religious garb in public. The mysterious 
hatred that crucified Christ, that persecuted the martyrs in the 
arena, that same hatred followed and still follows the Catholic 
Church in Mexico. 

Mr. KearroL. You know something about the so-called reform 
laws instituted under the rule of Juarez, do you? 

Father Joyce. No, sir; not much. 

Mr. Kearrut. What is your understanding in regard to the ex- 
tent of the political influence that has been exerted by the church 
since the time of Juarez? 

Father Joyce. They have a Catholic party in Mexico, but I 
understood that it was not powerful. I don’t know much about it. 

Mr. KearroL. Do you think that the priests and other dignitaries 
of the oun in. Mexico have oppressed and mistreated the Mexi-: 
can peons $ 
Father Joyce. I do not think so. Not to my knowledge. Rather, 
it was the one influence for good left in Mexico. 

Mr. KearroL. Another question about those refugees. Did they 
hnally escape from Mexico? 

Father Joyce. When the Americans evacuated Vera Cruz, I un- 
derstood that more than 400 of the sisters were left behind. After- 
ward I was told that Carranza and Villa’s army tried to have one 
prostitute to every four soldiers, and that many of these sisters 
were nee as camp followers for Carranza’s army. 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you know Mother Elias, who testified yester- 
lar? Did you meet her? 

ather Joyce. I don’t remember, sir. I met a good many. 

r. Kearrcr. What was the necessity to solicit funds for the 
lenefit of these people? 

Father Joyce. To feed them and to pay their expenses on the 
ship. But the Catholic Church authorities failed to give the neces- 
‘ary assistance when it was most needed. Outside of $800 that 
Father Kelley sent, we received no other money, and there was no 
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fund in the Catholic Church on which we could draw to pay these 
expenses. : 

Mr. Krarruut. The Catholic Church in Mexico has been reputed 
to be quite wealthy. Did they not have enough money for those 
purposes ? 

Father Joyce. It was not wealthy. I had to pay out of my own 
pocket transportation for the Bishop of Sinaloa and his two elderly 
sisters. The church was poor, I understood, ever since the days of 
Juarez. Bishop Valdespino, of Aguascalientes, was destitute in 
Vera Cruz, allot a cent in his pocket. The Bishop of San Luis 
Potosi, whom I assisted to Vera Cruz, got to Habana, and was 
robbed there of the few pesos in his possession. Had the Knights 
of Columbus been organized at that time, as they now are, in wel- 
fare work, they might have succeeded in accomplishing much that 
was left undone at that time. | 

Mr. Kearrun. You had your ordinary duties as chaplain to per- 
form yourself at that time? 

Father Joyce. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrvun. You could not devote your time exclusively to that 
work? 

Father Joyce. I did all I could, sir. We obtained rations from 
the Red Cross for many of the sisters, took up collections from the 
soldiers, and bought supplies for them. In one adobe building we 
had 30 Army cots fare oie by Gen. Funston, but there were more 
refugees there than we could get cots to supply, and they had to take 
turns sleeping on the same cot. 

Mr. Krarru,. What were the accounts given by these refugees as 
to the desecration of churches and the use of sacred things in churches 
by the Carranza soldiers? 

Father Joyce. That Carranza at his banquet board supplied each 
guest with a chalice for a wine cup; that vestments were used as 
saddlecloths by the revolutionists: that churches were used for dance 
halls and barracks: that statues were taken down from their high 
places and nude women put there: that tabernacles were shot open 
and the sacred Hosts trampled upon: and that the furnishings of 
gold and silver and jewelry were stolen: that men were shot for no 
other reason than that they were Catholies: that it was commonly 
reported at the time that Huerta was told if he would renounce his 
Catholie faith his government would be unmolested. 

Mr. Krarrunr. When you were in Vera Cruz do you remember in 
particular a certain train coming into Vera Cruz loaded with sisters 
and what happened to the train? 

Father Joyce. Many times sisters were taken off the trains and 
never reached Vera Cruz. I remember receiving a telegram from 
the mother superior of the Good Shepherd Sisters, at St. Louis, ask- 
ing me to meet and safely conduct ate American sisters of the Good 
Shepherd Order through Vera Cruz. I met the train frequently, 
but. the sisters never arrived. 

Mr. Krarrun. You sav these were American sisters? 

Father Joyce. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearruu. Citizens of the United States? 

Father Joyce. I suppose they were. sir. 

Mr. Kearrun. Were there among the refugees that went through 
Vera Cruz anv Americans? 
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Father Joyce. A good many Americans, mining men, oil men. 

Mr. Kearrou. I mean among the priests and sisters? 

Father Jorce. Oh, were there many Americans? 

Mr. Kearrcy. Were there any Americans? 

Father Joyce. Oh, I don’t remember, sir. 

Mr. KearruL. They appeared to you to be Mexicans, as a rule, 
did they? 

Father Jorce. A good many of them spoke English. I don’t know 
what nationality they were. I suppose they were various nationali- 
tes, 
Mr. KearrcL. Is there anything that occurs to you along the line 
of my questions that have been asked that you would care to state ? 

Father Joyce. No, sir. 

Mr. KearroL. Then I thank you. 

(Whereupon, at 3.45 p. m., the committee adjourned, to meet again 
on Saturday, May 1, 1920, at 10 o’clock a. m.) 
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SATURDAY, MAY 1, 1920. 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 
SURCOMMITTEE ON ForfiGN RELATIONS, 
Washington, D. C. 
Testimony taken at Washington, D. C., May 1, 1920, by Francis 
J, Kearful, Esq., in pursuance of an order of the subcommittee of the 
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate. 


TESTIMONY OF FRANCIS C. KELLEY. 


(The witness was duly sworn by Mr. Kearful.) 

Mr. Kearrun. Please state your name. 

Monsignor Keniry. Francis C. Kelley. 

Mr. KearroL. And your place of residence ? 

Monsignor Krier. Wilmette, Ill. 

Mr. KearruL. Please give your office address. 

Monsignor Kerrey. One hundred and eighty North Wabash Ave- 
mie, Chicago. 

Mr. Kearrut. What is your profession ? a 

Monsignor Kerrey. Clergyman and journalist. a a 

Mr. Kearrut. To what church do you belong? 

Monsignor Kerrey. Catholic. 

a a What is your official position with the Catholic 
uren £ 

Monsignor Kerley. President of the Catholic Church Extension 
Sonety of the United States of America. 

Mr. KearruL. What title do you have? 

Monsignor Krttey. Prothonotary Apostolic to His Holiness. The 
common title is monsignor. 

Mr. Kearrut. What is and has been your connection with the 
Mexican situation ? 

Monsignor Kerrey. My first connection with the Mexican situation 
was in relief work for the exiled clergy, who began to come out of 
Mexico a short time after the beginning of the Carranza revolution. 

tarted to collect a fund for the purpose of helping these exiles, and 
swceeded in getting together about $75,000 collected from all parts 
of the United States. That money was used to clothe and feed these 
exiles, send them to their destination in the United States, and take 
out a number of the seminarians, who were studying for the priest- 
hol. from the seminaries that had been closed or oral, and 
later for establishing a theological seminary in the United States, 
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where they might continue their education. That seminary was con- 
tinued for about three years. We statfed it by using the exiled pro- 
fessors who were driven out of the religious colleges and schools of 
Mexico. 

Mr. Krarrc,. Did you give the date of the beginning of these 
activities of yours? 

Monsignor Kr_itrey. No; because it is a long time ago and I do not 
know the exact date. I said about the time of the beginning of the 
Carranza revolution. 

Mr. Kearruu. Very well. 

Monsignor Ketiry. About 100 of these students were received into 
the seminary, which was located at Castroville, Tex., and as a con- 
sequence about 100 hundred Mexican clergymen to-day are working 
in Mexico who have graduated from that American institution. 

I then took up the work of trying to inform the American people 
of the truth about chureh conditions in Mexico, and acted also in 
some matters as the representative of the exiled Mexican bishops. 
The first part of my work brought me into contact with publte men 
in an effort to have them understand that all the church in Mexico 
wanted was liberty of conssience as it exists in the United States, 
the general feeling being that the church in Mexico wanted special 
concessions; there being also a general idea that Mexico had had a 
union of chureh and state. That about covers the field. 

Mr. Kearrun. What did you find to be the condition of those you 
referred to as the refugee clergy during the Carranza revolution? 

Monsignor Kerley. Practically every one of these priests and 
religious people came into the United States quite penniless, some 
of them in rags and tatters. The archbishop of one of the greatest 
sees in America, which happened to be in Mec came across the 
northern desert disguised and dressed as a peon. Some of the 
bishops came in wearing mustaches. which is a perfe t disguise 
for a bishop. Some of them were in such a condition that when they 
arrived in San Antonio their own schoolmates and college friends 
were unable to re‘ognize them. Two archbishops who were very 
close friends were talking to one another quite a while in San 
Antonio before they knew one another, they were in such a miserable 
condition. 

In spite of the reports that these men were rich I had to go to 
a wholesale store in San Antonio, and later to a wholesale establish- 
ment in Habana, and buy clothing, complete outfits for a great 
number of them. In fact. most of the money in the beginning 
was spent for clothing. Later on we arranged so that each of the 
exiled priests would have enough money to pay his board, with a 
few dollars a month extra for his little wants, and while they were 
here they depended absolutely on the money that was given to 
them recularly from Chicago. 

Mr. NRearrun Did vou make an investigation of the reasons why 
they were exiled from Mexi-o, and if so, what was the result of it? 

Monsignor Keniry. Many of these men were driven out of Mexico 
by force. Some of them had come out voluntarily, but they had 
left Mexico, not because they wanted to leave, or in order to avoid 
persecution, but simply because they were being used to extort 
money from the people. For example, a certain archbishop—in- 
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deed. two or three archbishops—were sent from door to door, with 
soldiers beside them, to tell the people that they were going to be 
executed unless they raised a very great amount of money. When 
the revolutionary authorities believed they had raised all they 
possibly could, they were sent out of that town and word was dis- 
patched to the next large place to look out for them. On arriving at 
that place they would be rearrested, again fined a large amount of 
money, and sent out with soldiers to collect. That was a common 
practice, and after it had been done two or three times the arch- 
bishops decided to leave, because they did not want the poor people 
robbed out of pity for their chief pastors and to save their lives. 

Mr. Kearrct. What did you learn about the persecution of the 
sisters and nuns in Mexico? 

Monsignor Kettey. There were very few nuns who came to the 
United States. I never knew the reason for that until I heard Capt. 
Joyce's testimony yesterday, though I suspected that they were scat- 
tered around Mexico. A few communities like that of the Carmelite 
Sisters, of which Mother Elias was the head, came to the United 
States and received some help from us. Two or three communities 
settled down and opened schools or other institutions in the south- 
west. The Carmelites came north, and though they were absolutely 
penniless, Mother Elias succeeded in securing a foundation at Grand 
Rapids, Mich., where a house was given through the charity of the 
bishop and priests. Her community has prospered and she has now 
a number of American sisters and is opening a new house in Buffalo. 
Most of the other sisters, I understand, are teaching. 

Mr. Kearrvn. What did you learn in reference to the financial con- 
(ition of the refugees who passed through Vera Cruz, and the efforts 
of Capt. Joyce to assist them ? 

Monsignor KeLLey. When I got word from Capt. Joyce of the 
number of priests and sisters at Vera Cruz. I started from Galveston 
to go there, to get a boat for that part of Mexico, but I received a 
teleeram, I think from Capt. Joyce himself, telling me that the 
refugees were leaving and that I would probably find them in Ha- 
bana. I went to Habana and found those who came out of Yucatan, 
and who had been expelled by Gen. Salvador Alvarado, who closed, 
Í understand, every church in Yucatan. 

The refugees from Vera Cruz, however, went for the most part 
to the United States. I began to meet them in New Orleans on my 
return from Habana. The first one I met was the bishop of Cam- 
peche. He was penniless, and I gave him assistance right on the 
street. I met a number after that. There were over 100 of these 
refugees, if my memory serves me right, and I do not think there 
was an average of $3 apiece among them. 

ifr, KearruL, Did you learn what assistance they received in Vera 
muz? 

Monsignor Kerrey. At Vera Cruz Capt. Joyce interested himself 
in them. I inquired about his work there, and was informed that he 
had spent all the money he had and had gone into debt to take care 
especially of the poor nuns. I understood that the American Army 
oficers gave them cots, that some of the clergy slept on the balcony 
of some public building. I also learned that Gen. Funston was par- 
ticularly kind. But everything depended upon Capt. Joyce. In 
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fact, the money which he mentioned my having contributed was 
really returning what he himself had either spent or had borrowed. 
Although we were organized for Mexican relief at that time, we knew 
nothing about conditions at Vera Cruz until we got the telegrams 
from Capt. Joyce, and as he was the only American priest on the 
ground, it was up to him to do the best he could, which he certainly 
did. 

Mr. Kearrcunt. What do you know about the vicissitudes of Mother 
Elias, who testified the other day, and as to her financial condition 
and as to those under her charge. 

Monsignor Kerey. I met Mother Elias in Habana. She told me 
the same story that she told under oath the day before yesterday 
to this committee. She was in a Carmelite convent in Habana, where 
the sisters gave her shelter. She had one companion with her. I do 
not know if there were any others, but I do not think there were 
The sisters of her community in Mexico were scattered. She wanted 
to go back to get them. I remember trying to dissuade her from 
making the attempt, but it was quite useless. She had no money and 
she would be arrested and expelled on sight in Mexico. 

Mr. Krarruu. If recognized? 

Monsignor Kerrey. If recognized: yes. I did not know that she 
had actually been arrested until I heard her testimony here. It is 
true that I gave her the money to go back to get her sisters. I did 
so with some misgivings, because I feared for herself if she returned 
to Mexico, but at the same time I felt it my duty to rescue the sisters 
if I could. Mother Elias was a very brave woman, and her successful 
foundations in the United States are very well deserved. 

Mr. Kearrun. Does she or her institutions have any endowment? 

Monsignor KELLEY. No endowment of any kind. 

Mr. Krarrurn. Have they any money on deposit or property that 
they can resort to? 

Monsignor Kerrey. No: not a cent. 

Mr. Kearruv. Did they have in Mexico? _ 

Monsignor Ketitry. Whatever they had in Mexico, of course, was 
taken from them. Religious orders in Mexico are not supposed to 
have property. In fact, religious orders are not supposed to exist, 
so that the Carmelites can have no property in Mexico. I understand 
that Mother Elias has a house rented there for four of her sisters who 
could not stand the rigors of the northern climate and became con- 
sumptive. She sent them back to Mexico, and as a consequence of 
that and other sicknesses she 1s about $3,000 in debt. 

Mr. Kearrut. Are you prepared to give the committee the benefit 
of vour investigation and knowledge with reference to the basic causes 
of the troubles in Mexico? 

Monsignor Krurey. My judgment as to the basic causes of the 
Mexican trouble will perhaps be a surprise to you. Most people 
claim that the cause of revolution in Mexico is either social or 
economic. 

It is my Judgment, based on a study of Mexican history and the 
information that I have received from learned men from Mexico. 
that the seat of Mexico’s difficulty is anticlericalism, which has 
resulted in a denial to the people of liberty of conscience. There 
has been no liberty of conscience m Mexico since the constitution of 
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' 1807, and particularly the laws of reform. For the constitution, I 
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understand Juarez was responsible; for the laws of reform, Lerdo. 

The reason that I believe anticlericalism is at the root of Mexico’s 
dificulties is because of the dissatisfaction of the people, who have 
been deprived of their religious rights. Mexico is only a democracy 
anda republic in name. The only honest election I ever heard of in 
Mexico was the one at which Francisco Madero was the successful 
candidate for the presidency, and even in that election the Catholic 
candidate for vice president was arbitrarily set aside, although he 
had received a large majority of the votes. 

Now, in a democracy religious liberty is a necessity. In a letter 
Written to me by Mr. Bryan, on March 20, 1915, on the Mexican 
situation, a letter which I was told was really dictated, if not writ- 
ten, by the President himself, I find these words: 

Above and beyond all, the full flower of democracy lies religious freedom, the 
principle which the builders of our own republic made the crown of the whole 
structure. To this freedom political freedom has seemed, at many of the most 
important crises of history, to be only the handmaiden and servant. 

That is the American view. The constitution of 1857 and the laws 
of reform, diametrically opposed religious liberty, suppressing re- 
ligious institutions, closing religious schools, taking away even the 
hberty of men and women to wear a religious dress, forbidding all 
religious services of every kind outside of churches. It descended to 
such pettiness that even bishops have been arrested for laying a cor- 
nerstone, and a Protestant American railroad man in Monterrey told 
me that a bishop there was arrested by Gov. Reyes for presiding at 
a Christmas tree festival for poor children which the American had 
arranged at his own expense. It appears that the bishop had worn 
his house cassock and his sectoral cross. It would take a long time 
to go into the consequences of this, but as a detail I may mention 
that it would be against the constitution of 1857 and the laws of re- 
form to hold religious services in graveyards, and therefore, uncon- 
situtional for a clergyman of any denomination to wear any distinct 
garb, or even in his street clothes, to carry out a burial service. Of 
course, the Salvation Army would have no chance whatever for a 
treet service in Mexico, if the constitution were inforced. Clergy- 
men are even barred from all public institutions, thus depriving in- 
mates of hospitals, asylums, barracks, and other such places, of the 
consolation of religion when sick or dying. Only people of wealth 
and influence could procure access to even sick for the clergy. 

Ir. Kearrur. What is the religious sentiment of the mass of the 
people in Mexico? Is it Roman Catholic? 

onsignor Ketter. Luis Cabrera, who is no friend of the church, 
tated himself that practically all of the people were Catholics. 

r. Kearruy. In view of that fact, how do you account for the 
persecution of the church, beginning, as you say, with the constitu- 
tion of 1857 and the so-called laws of reform? 

fonsignor KeLLeyY. The first reason for the persecution of the 
church in Mexico was because of the adoption, by the politicians 
of Mexico chiefly, of the principles of the French Revolution. 

‘hat revolution had its effect in every Latin country. It was 
decidedly antireligious, and as the Catholic Church was the only 
church they knew anything about its sympathizers vented their 
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hatred on her. Then the difficulty was helped along by a misun- 
derstanding on the part, first of Juarez, and later of other upholders 
of the succeeding revolutions, as to the attitude of the people of 
the United States. They looked upon the American Republic as 
a consequence, not so much of the desire of the people for freedom 
from Great Britain, as of the ideas of the French revolution. They 
believed that the same principles were at the bottom of it, as of the 
outbreak in France. They thought that America was a Protestant 
country, and that Protestants hated Catholics. They supposed that 
anything they could do against the Catholic Church, even to the 
extent of murdering the priests and outraging the nuns, would gain 
sympathy for them in the United States. The fact that the United 
States did help Juarez seemed to confirm the so-called Liberals of 
Mexico in their error. As a matter of fact every time there has 
been an anticlerical outbreak, some people in the United States. have 
always been careful to keep the rioters fed up with that idea. For 
example, a court of the Guardians of Liberty down on the Texan 
border passed a wonderful series of resolutions commending Gen. 
Villa because of what he had done in the way of torturing priests 
and nuns. Later on the general justified their confidence in him 
by invading the United States and proceeding to enlarge on his 
assassinations so as to include American soldiers. 

Mr. Krarrut. What motive, if you know, politically or histori- 
cally was behind the hatred that you speak of against the church 
on the part of politicians in Mexico? 

Monsignor Ke.iey. I am glad that you said “ politicians.” The 
P of Mexico do not hate the church. They love the church. 

‘he Mexican people attend church as well as any people in the world. 
They are a pious people. The church has existed since 1857 on their 
charity and their little offerings. The church has practically had 
no real donations, never made a drive for millions of dollars. The 
church has existed in reality on the pennies of the poor. When we 
opened schools they were always too small. That certainly proves 
that the people of Mexico do not hate the church, but the politicians 
do, simply because from the beginning the church has stood out 
against looting and murder and such like. The politician fears the 
church. He wants to make a living through politics. He can not 
keep himself in power by constitutional means, because elections 
are a joke. He intends to appeal to arms and stir up revolution. 
The power that could destroy him is the power of the church, if the 
church descended to his kind of tactics; so he fears the church as 
the one thing that is stronger than himself, if she exerted her power 
in ways she abhors. 

Mr. KrarruL. Do you believe that if the church in Mexico were 
left unhampered to pursue its course under a democratic consti- 
tution, that the result would be beneficial to the people and demo- 
cratic government ? 

Monsignor Kerrey. I certainly do. I believe that if Mexico had 
religious liberty as it exists here, and honest and fair elections, 
Mexico’s troubles would be at an end, and the soldier politician 
would be out of a job. 

Mr. Krarren. Do you think that would result in a union of church 
and state, so that the church would be in control of the state? 
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Monsignor Keniey. No; because the church does not ask for such 
a union. Leaving principles and theories aside, practically, unions 
of church and state have not frequently been successful, except for 
the state. They seem to work out in the same general way, putting 
affairs of the church under the the control of the state, and thereby 
injuring the church. I have spoken to all, or practically all, of the 
exiled bishops of Mexico, and I have asked every one what he thought 
would be the result of the adoption by Mexico of religious liberty 
as it exists here. Without exception es said that the idea was so 
ie Hie they could not even hope for it. It was too much to 
ope for. 

Mr. KearreL. We have often heard in this country that the trouble 
with Mexico was it has been priest-ridden. What can you say in 
reference to that ? 

Monsignor KeLLeY. The best answer to the charge that Mexico 
is priest-ridden is to give the figures. Some of them were given 
by Navarro y Noriega, published in the Buletin de la Sociedad 
Mexicana de Geografia y Estadistica, 2a Edoca, volume 1, pages 
24-291. He places the number of clergy in Mexico in 1810 as 7,341. 
Of that number 3,112 belonged to orders devoted to teaching, hos- 
pital, and other public service. There were 2,098 sisters, most of 
them teachers. The Mexican population in 1810 was 6,122,354. The 
proportion of the clergy to the population was then 1 to 834. 

Now, in 1917, according to the account of the United States Census 
Bureau, the number of Catholic clergymen in the United States was 
2.287, and the Catholic population was 15,742,262, a proportion of 
clergy to population of 1 to 776. But in the whole United States 
n 1917 there were 191,722 clergymen of all denominations, and 
42.44.3874 church members. So that in the United States in 1917 
there was a clergyman to every 219 church members, while in Mexico 
in 1810 there was only one clergyman to 834 of the entire population. 
If you consider only the clergy of the United States other than 
Catholic, the proportion is one clergyman to every 153 church mem- 
bers, and in some of the non-Catholic bodies the clergy are as 
humerous as 1 to 35. Of course, these latter are very small 
denominations. 

Mr. Kearrct. Have you later figures for Mexico than 1810? 

lonsignor KELLEY. i hase used 1810 because I think that year 
saw the largest number of clergy in Mexico. It has diminished since. 
that time. The clergy were relatively more numerous then than at 
any other period. The number has now declined to about 5.000, 
which gives a relative proportion to population of one priest to every 
3000 people in Mexico. ‘That is my answer to your question. ` 

r. KearroL. We have also sometimes heard of the inordinate 
Wealth of the church in Mexico. What about that? 

Monsignor KeLLeY. I saw no evidence of wealth in those priests 
who came here, and I have had considerable to do with what busi- 
hess some of the Mexican bishops had in the United States since their 
return. Although I am not authorized to speak about their busi- 
ness affairs, nevertheless, I feel that it is only a matter of justice 
to them to say, that the church of Mexico has practically no endow- 
ment and no wealth. When charges were made that the church in 
ae was wealthy, these charges usually hark back to Spanish 
imes, 
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I have here in my hand part of the manuscript of an unpublished 
book by Mr. Eber Cole Byam, who happens to be a non-Catholic and 
a Free Mason. Mr. Byam has made a study of the religious question 
in Mexico, and will shortly publish his book on that subject. I 
would like to read a few things on that point in reference to Spanish 
times into the record: 


The main sources of church income were the tithes, interest from invested 
funds, and rentals from productive real estate. The productive real estate 
consisted of rented city properties and farms, and the funds were “laid out,” 
as Humboldt says, “on farms of small cultivators.” He further says: (1822 
edition, vol. 3, p. 102) “ These capitals are usefully directed and increase the 
productive power of the national labor.” These loans drew 5 per cent and so 
long as the interest was paid there was no concern about the principal. 

Dr. Mora, an apostate priest, who sought the confiscation of all the church 
property, says of this wealth (Mexico y sus Revoluciones, vol. 1, p. 121) that 
it formed a character of loan bank which contributed greatly to the develop- 
ment of agriculture and the prosperity of the country. 

Ramos Arizpe, a radical, a York Rite Mason, and Secretary of State for 
Vietoria, made a report to the Mexican Congress in 1826 in which he said of the 
clergy and these ‘funds: “ Limited in numbers, select in origin, and most mod- 
erate in the acquisition of large country estates, without compare they devoted 
the greater part of the riches that piety had placed in their hands to the pur- 
pose, and in a manner, of public benefit for the encouragement of agriculture, 
commerce, and every industry.” (Boletin, etc., la Epoca, vol. 1, p. 187.) 

Another writer, José Guadalupe Romero (Boletin, ete.. 2a Epoca, vol. 3, p. 
556), says, in 1860, regarding the church. the clergy, and the funds handled by 
them: “They formed a perennial loan bank for agriculture and commerce. 
There has not been in the Republie a laborer or worried capitalist who has 
not remedied his needs or increased his business with the capitals of the chureh 
louned at so moderate a charge that, while these funds existed, the loan sharks 
were unable to effect a rise in the rate of interest.” 

Matias Romero tells us that *“ The wealth of the church was loaned out ata 
moderate rate of interes * * *, and to its credit be it said was not at all 
usurious, exacting only a fair rate of interest, and being hardly ever oppressive 
in dealing with delinquent debtors.” (Mexico and the United States, p. 93.) 

And this is what Juan A. Mateos had to say: 

“In the days of the old régime, when the clergy possessed a great number 
of city and country properties. year after year went by without the shameful 
evictions to which so many poor families are the victims to-day. The sordid 
avarice of the landlords of to-day has no compassion in contrast to the clergy 
who, animated by a spirit truly Christian, overlooked and excused. The chureh 
loaned its capital at a low rate of interest, 4 per cent, 5 per cent, or at 6 per 
cent. Which was ealled the legal rate. n rate unknown to-day. Very rarely was a 
foreclosure notice published against a property pledged for a loan from these 
funds. For this reason I proposed. at the time of their confiseation, that a 
bank fer the poor be established from the millions of the clergy. but my voice 
was drowned in the midst of the tumult of passions of the revolution. Because 
of this, the selfish interests and exactions of to-day have left homeless the 
many families who formerly enjoyed the tolerance and charity of the clergy.” 
(From a speech by Juan A. Mateos in the Mexican Chamber of Deputies on the 
20th of October, 1893. ) 

The invested funds of the chureh amounted, in 104. to $44.500,000 and con- 
sisted of what were known as “capellanias” and “obras pias.” The capel- 
lanhias were chaplaincies supported by donations amounting on the average to 
about $3.000 each and returning $150 yearly in interest. (Mora. Mex. y sus 
Rev. vol. 1. p. 121.) The chaplain benefited thereby was usually employed by 
some institution or by some wealthy family. whieh thus found a place for some 
poor relation who, in many cases, acted as tutor te the children of the family. 
On the death of the beneficiary the fund often passed to some pious work or 
obra pia. The obra pia was a fund that accomplished any good purpose other 
than the support of a chaplain. 

From these funds a large number of pupils were supported in boarding 
schools, Where the cost averaged about $100 per year. In other words, a great 
many of these funds were in reality scholarship foundations, 
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The funds were therefore trust funds administered by the clery as trustees 
in conformity to the wishes of the donors who had placed them in their hands 
to be used for specific purposes, mostly educational and charitable. 

Taking Mr. Byan’s figures, the wealth of the church at that time 
was about $44,500,000. 

Mr, Kearecn. At what time? 

Monsignor Keter. That was about the time of the first or par- 
tial confiscation, in 1804. The confiscation by Juarez deprived the 
people of their loan banks. Our own Federal farm loan arrange- 
ment is an attempt by our Government to give to the United States 
what the church gave to Mexico without cost. Here in the United 
States we have come to the very thing that the Mexican clergy gave 
the people long vears ago. The confiscation of that money gave 
the loan sharks an oppor in Mexico. So they proceeded to 
gouge the natives, and that practically caused the economic ruin of 
the country. 

It has been ascerted by biased writers that the clergy of Mexico 
exacted great fees. I again quote from Mr. Byan: 

The fees which the clergy generally were permitted to receive for marriages, 
baptisms, burials, and masses were fixed, and those accepting anything in 
exeess Of the sums allowed were fined double the sum accepted, ‘These fees 
varied with the pomp of the ceremony desired, nothing for the simple cere- 
monies for the poor, and graded to suit the purses of the well-to-do. The fees 
also varied with the diocese. In that part of Mexico one peso was allowed 
for baptism. Marriages performed in the parish church occasioned no fees 
whatever, If the priest performed the service elsewhere he was permitted to 
accept 4 pesos. For burials no fees were accepted unless accompanied by 
cremonies requiring extra services. The Indians paid no fees for any of these 
services unless extra ceremonies were desired, and then the fees were ex- 
pressly stated to be the half of those accepted from the Spaniards, 

Th addition to the foregoing the laws of the Mexican Church expressly pro- 
hibit exacting any fee whatever from the Indians for any religious service.” 

Dr. Mora was, as I have already pointed out, one of the enemies 
ofthe church. In 1833 Dr. Mora estimated the wealth of the church 
at as high as $179,163,754, but he figured it out in a very peculiar 
wav. From his own works we find out his method. He stated that 
the amount of the tithes collected in 1829 was $2,341,152. He multi- 
pes that by 20 and charges the product to the church as capital, 
capital which, of course, never existed. Then he assumes that every 
parish priest collected $600 a year in fees, and charges that to an 
income account. He multiplies the grand total by 20 and charges 
that up to the church as capital. Then he submits the alms re- 
ved to the same process, and so on down the line, which certainly 
8 an original way of finding out what an institution is worth. 
Imagine the figures for the United States with the small incomes of 
over 100,000 clergies is figured into capital by the Mora method. 

Divesting Mora’s tabulation of its fictitious values we have left 
less than $100,000,000 for all properties. both productive and unpro- 
ductive, According to Mora, the unproductive properties amounted 
to some $50,000,000. Mora gives the church income as $7,465,593. 
Divesting his figure of its fictitious values. we have a remainder of 
4,782,153. Nearly half of this was the tithing. When the various 
educational and other beneficient enterprises are considered it will be 
Seen that the Mexican clergy accomplished remarkable results witn 
the money available. 
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Mr. Kearru,. What became of the actual property that was con- 
fiscated ? 

Monsignor Keuiry. In 1866, when the confiscation was practic- 
ally complete, the State recorded the receipt of property worth 
$62,365,516.41. Instead of establishing loan banks with that prop- 
erty, as had been suggested by Mateos, the “patriots” were permitted 
to browse in the green fields and pastures new. One great “ patriot” 
bought 50 houses in Mexico City worth $525,528 for $1,832.42 in 
cash, and Government due bills which had cost him $40,077.90. That 
was the foundation of one of the largest fortunes in Mexico. 
The only reason why I do not mention the name of that family is 
because it has become so distinguished in Mexico, and there is no 
particular reason for selecting one family when so many of the 
members of the liberal party received fortunes through the same 
dubious means. 

The buildings of public benefit, such as schools, colleges, acade- 
mies, and such like, were turned into city halls, court houses, bar- 
racks, stables, and jails. All the property of the church confiscated 
in France within this generation produced nothing but a couple of 
million of francs, with some prison sentences for those who handled 
the confiscation. The same statement applies in Mexico. 

Mr. Krarruu, Except as to the prison sentences? 

Monsignor Kerrey. Except as to the prison sentences. 

Mr. Kearruz. Do you desire to make a statement contrasting the 
present wealth of the church in Mexico with similar institutions m 
this country ? 

Monsignor Kerrey. I would like to do that. I have some figures 
here that are very interesting, but when I select one Protestant de- 
nomination in America for the comparison I did not mean to be 
at all discourteous. I had to take one prominent Protestant re- 
ligious denomination, and I selected the Baptist because I happen 
to have the figures from their yearbook for 1916: and the church 
wealth in Mexico can best be appreciated by comparing it with 
that of a religious body in the United States which has approx- 
mately the same number of adherents. That happens to be the Bap- 
tist. I take the figures from the yearbook mentioned. 

Baptist adherents in 1916 were 6,107,686 in number, which closely 
approximates the estimated population of Mexico in 1810, which 
was 6.122.354. I again call vour attention to the fact that I am 
taking the vear 1810 because at that time the clergy were most 
numerous in Mexico. The Baptists in 1916, according to the fig- 
ures given, had 6.107.686 adherents in the United States; Mexico, 
in 1810, had a population of 6,122354. Baptist churches, 1916, in 
the United States, 51.248: Catholic churches in Mexico, taking the 
figures in 1889—which were the only figures that I could get, but 
when the population was still greater than in 1810—10,112. Bap- 
tist ministers in 1916, 36.926: Mexican priests in 1810, 7.341. In- 
vested finds and productive Baptist property of the United States 
in 1916, $98.453.844; for Mexico I have had to take the figures of 
1804, six years before 1810, which are $72,873,473, and include sev- 
eral millions of unproductive properties, the population about the 
same. The annual income of the Baptist Church of the United States 
in 1916, probably including everything, was $43,055,067; Mexico, 
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in 1810, $7,692,807. Church values, Baptists, $173,705,800; Mexico, 
$0,031,894. The Baptist income, it should be noted, is largely 
through contributions, which takes the place of the Mexican tithes, 
which are voluntary donations. 

Now, it must be remembered that Baptist properties and income 
accumulated as a result of a little more than 100 years of work. 
In 1812 there were only 173,072 Baptists in the United States. Even 
in 1906 the figures are only a little more than half the figures for 
1916. The church in Mexico was a going and prosperous concern 
when Roger Williams fled to the wilderness, and it took nearly 300 
years to accumulate its property. 

The exact figures to-day are not available, but in round num- 
bers they will closely approximate the following: Clergymen, Bap- 
tist, in the United States, 50.000; Mexican, 5,000. Baptist churches, 
60.11); Mexican, 10,000. Baptist income, $50,000,000; Mexican, 
very small. Baptist clergymen are relatively 20 times as numerous 
asthe Mexican. Baptist churches belong to the Baptists. In Mexico 
the churches belong to the Government; and as for ifcome, the 
Mexican clergy are living to-day on the charity of their friends 
and relatives, for the people have been bled white. 

Mr. Kearrvi. Does that mean the people have been bled white 
by the church ? 

Monsignor Kerrey. No: the people have been bled white by revo- 
lutions, for the revolutionists live on the people. 

Mr. Kearrvt. The same revolutionists that have driven the priests 
and nuns out of Mexico and desecrated the churches? 

Monsignor Keniry. The same revolutionists; and the end is not 
vet, 

I would like also to call vour attention to this fact, that in all 
these charges about the practices of the church in Mexico, the church 
never dreamed of possessing the power to make a drive for over 
$30,000,000, which the Protestant churches of the United States 
are making right at this time. The amount of money asked by the 
Protestant churches of the United States from the State of New 
York alone in this drive would be considered fabulous wealth for 
a period of 10 years for the church in Mexico. 

Again, I would like to call vour attention to the fact that the en- 
dowment of a single American church, Trinity in New York, if the 
stories I hear about the wealth of that church are true, would almost, 
if not quite, surpass the entire assessed valuation of the confiscated 
(lurch property in Mexico. The University of Chicago (Baptist) 
said to have received over half that sum from one man alone. 

It has been held by some that the possession of even $62,000,000 
endowment and other values of the entire church in Mexico with her 
hospitals and educational work was a menace to the country. Tf that 
is the case, what about the wealth of so many Americans who indi- 
dually are worth more than $62.000.000% And what about the 
Rockefeller. Sage, and Carnegie funds—far more heavily endowed 
than the church in Mexico—and which are not only chartered insti- 
tutions under our laws, but very generally considered as most bene- 
ficial institutions? Yet the people who look with favor on these in- 
‘titutions often thoughtlessly take their cue from revolutionists in 


sat and condemn the Catholic church for what httle endowment 
she nad, 
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Mr. Kearrux. Mr. John Lind, in his testimony the other day, de- 
nied that he had ever attributed the ills of Mexico to the influence 
of the Catholic church, but stated that he had become convinced that 
the church had not done as much as it ought to have done in the posi- 
tion it occupied toward the education of the eople. What can you 
say about the educational work of the Catholic church in Mexico? 

fonsignor Kerrey. It must be remembered that the educational 
question in Mexico at the beginning, and for a good many years 
after, was purely an Indian question. The church had to take 
savages and civilize them through religion and education. In order 


. to do that, the church often had to fight the officials of the State who 


did not think the Indians should be educated. It is said there was 
once a discussion in Mexico as to whether or not an Indian had a 
soul. If such a discussion ever took place, it was because church- 
men had to rebuke such ideas on the part of those who did not care 
to have the Indians educated. From the beginning the missionaries 
of the church insisted upon instruction going with religion, and they 
were successful. The first university on this continent, it must be 
remembered, was established in Mexico, and there were schools of 
higher education, as well as professional schools in Mexico, before 
Harvard was born. The most beautiful architecture on the American 
Continent is still in Mexico. Mexico was far in advance in the early 
days of her northern neighbor, which is our country to-day. 

Mr. Kearrvi. Was that due to the work and influence of the 
church ? 

Monsignor KELLEY. Absolutely due to the work and influence of 
the church. The educators in Mexico were the priests. It is per- 
fectly true that they did not teach many branches in the little Indian 
mission schools, but schools were attached to every mission. They 
taught reading, writing, singing, religion, and politeness, and if they 
have lost all the rest, they have kept at least the religion and the 
politeness. That was all work done for Indians. It was a work 
of devotion that meant many sacrifices. It was a work endowed only 
by the flesh and blood of the missionaries and teachers. These went 
out to the Indians, whether there was money to help them or not. In 
our own northern colonies little attention was paid to converting the 
Indians to Christianity, none at all in the beginning. Practically 
nothing was done in the early days of the colonies. But when we did 
get going here, a good deal of money was spent on our Indians. If 
Mexico had spent in the same proportion as the United States, it 
would require $400,000,000 a year, and out of that $90,000,000 would 
have to go for schools. In other words, Mexico would be required to 
spend a sum greater than all its revenue. municipal, State, and 
national, for the Indian in Mexico forms a very large majority of 
the population. The colonia] authorities in Mexico never collected 
more than $20,000,000 a vear, and if I mistake not, Mr. Carranza is 
not collecting half of $400,000.000 a year. As to the method of the 
educational work, TI should like to quote from Mr. Byam: 

Regarding the labors of the missionaries, Garcia leazbaleeta, in his bio- 
graphical notice on Friar Ga nte, has this to say: “The task was tremendously 
difficult because the means were entirely disproportionate to the ends. They 
were confronted not with the education of the children as they arrived suc- 


cessively at the proper age, as in our day, but with an entire and numerous 
generation, big and little, men and women, who all at once were in urgent need 
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of religious and civil instruction from the very foundations, and without 
knowing even the language of their masters. The friars were few, and realiz- 
ing that if they attempted everything they would accomplish nothing, they de- 
cided to divide their time between the conversion of the adults and the educa- 
tion of the children. Endeavoring thus to take care of the emergency, leading 
the adults from thelr errors, and giving the children, who were docile and not 
yet imbued with the old beliefs, the new religion with their education. They 
counted, moreover, that once the little ones were instructed in the faith they 
would serve to bring in their elders, and they were not deceived in their hopes. 


That shows somewhat of the difficulties the early missionary edu- 
cators had to face. The same authority, speaking of methods, says: 


Tue schools were generally low halls with dormitories and other rooms 
adjoining. There were schools in all the principal convents, and so large that 
sme of the held 800 to 1,000 pupils. The most famous of all was that of 
Mexico, founded by Friar Pedro de Gante. As customary it was behind the con- 
vent church extending toward the north. * * * In this school there were 
san gathered a thousand Indians. In the morning they were given lessons in 
reading, writing, and singing. and in the afternoon were given religious instruc- 
tion, 

= * * g * 2 2 2 

The friars were thus the discoverers of the fact that the only way to obtain 
sitisfactory results in the education of the Indians was to catch them very 
young and place them in boarding schools where they would be out of contact 
with their parents. Otherwise they form attachments for their old home life 
that are impossible to break, and when their education is finished they return 
to the ways of their fathers and all the work is wasted. Even some of those 
who had been In boarding schools relapsed and returned to the tepee. 


We have had the same trouble, by the way, in the education of our 
Indians. 

Moffett, in referring to the Winnebagoes of Wisconsin, says: 

The Winnebagoes of Wisconsin are a backward people. They have been 
kiven homesteads of 40 acres for each male adult, but few of them live on their 


allotments. The children who attend the school do not usually finish the course, 
and upon returning to their people lapse back into many of the old ways. 


The friars had to face that trouble with their Indians, too. Now, 
as to the result of all this, quoting again: 


An eloquent witness to the educational labors of the clergy and the happy 
results therefrom is one Geronimo Lopez, who appears to have been a person of 
“one importance and who wrote, in October, 1541, to the King, apparently at 
his command, about affairs in Mexico. (Coleccion de Documentos para la His- 
faria de Mexico, vol. 2, p. 148.) Lopez was opposed to educating the Indians 
awl takes occasion to complain bitterly of the efforts of the friars to do this. 
He declares that the friars have taught large numbers of them to read and 
Write and that they are such excellent penmen that “it is a marvel to see them” 
and that “there are so many and such good serivners” that he ean not count 
them. Again, he charges that the friars have taught the Indians Latin so 
Well that they speak it like another Cicero, “and every day the number 
grows,” 


As to the law for the education of the Indians. the laws of the 
Indies (Recopilacion de Indias, Lib. VI, Tit. I, Ley XVIII) states 
that “ where possible schools must be established to teach them to 
read and write Spanish and at no cost to them.” 

On the 7th of Juie 1550, the King wrote a letter to the provincial 
of the Dominicans charging him to see that the Indians were taught 
the Spanish language. (El Clero de Mexico Durante la Dominiacion 
spañola, Genaro Garcia, p. 106.) 

he church law also takes account of schools by declaring that- 
every curate must “ procure with all diligence ” the establishment of 
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schools in their towns where the children may be taught to read and 


write Spanish. 
* * * s 


Humboldt aei the city of Mero in 1803 and of it he says: 

E Essay on the Kingdom of New Spain, New York, 1811, 

159) “ No city of the new continent, without even excepting those 

of the United ‘States, can display such great and solid scientific 
establishments as the capital of Mexico.” 

Joel Poinsett was sent to Mexico as a special agent by President 
Monroe in 1822. Poinsett was an ardent partisan of the radicals who 
were trying to overthrow Iturbide. He was also a bitter enemy of 
the church and the Spaniard. He remarks that most of the people 
in the cities can read and write and that he frequently remarked men 
clothed in the garb of extreme poverty reading the gazettes in the 
streets. (Poinsett, Notes on Mexico, London, 1825, p- 122.) He was 
there only a few months, which he spent ‘mostly in the City of 
Mexico. In his journey to and from the coast he had occasion to 
observe the peasantry. whom he says (Op. cit., p. 266), are “a kind 
and amiable people possessing the utmost mod nature and great 
natural politeness. They are, I think, a virtuous and an orderly 
people, attentive to all the ceremonies of their religion and observant 
of their moral duties. Thefts are so uncommon among them that 
our baggage was generally left under a shed; and assassinations are 
extremely rare, and when they do occur may always be traced to 
drunkenness.” 

He observes the effects of the then recent revolution, and says 
(Op. cit., p. 240): * * * the mines have been destroyed, vil- 
lages and farms have been burnt, whole districts laid waste, and the 
resources of the country utterly exhausted.’ 

After such destruction it is not surprising that he should find 
(Op. cit., p. 173) that— 


“The habitations of the people on the rondsidé are miserable indeed. The 
walls are of stone, piled up loosely, like the fences, and net much higher; and 
the roof is a wooden shed, and sometimes ornamented by ranges of pumpkins, 

Poinsett is caustic in his criticism of the church and clergy. It 
was among the middle-class Mexicans that the revolutionaries came, 

99 
and with them he forecathered. He SAYS that they are “exempt 
from the influences of the clergy, but ‘ ‘unfortunately, too many, 
who were educated in the forms of the Catholic Church, have emanci- 
pated themselves from its superstitions only to become skeptical 
and infidels.” (Op. cit., p. 164). 

This judgment of Poinsett is echoed by a later observer, R. A. 
Wilson, who visited Mexico in 1853. In speaking of the same class 
he says that they turn “to infidelity and socialism.” 

Coming down to more recent times, I quote further as follows: 

Justo Sierra wos the minister for edueation under Diaz. He was a radical 
and an atheist. He was a bitter enemy of the eler evo nnd sought to produce 
in the noran schools a body of teachers that would spread his radicalism and 
atheism among the youth of Mexico. his is what he has to say of education 
in Mexico (Mexico—Its Social Revolution): 

“Educational work was begun in Mexico by Juan de Tecto, Juan de Aora, 
Juan de San Migual, and Pedro de Gante: followed by the 12 Franciscans who 
formed the Mexican apostolate. They established se hools for the natives, both 


children and adults. The common people as well as the more important natives. 
were cared for, and the children of the chiefs were taken care of in boarding 
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schools, The missionary teachers secured the passage of laws compelling attend- 
ance at school, 

In 1522 Pedro de Gante founded a school in Texcoco for poor Indians, and 
ater that of St. Francis in Mexico City, which grew to number 1,000 pupils. 
(Up. cit, vol. 2, p. 478.) Bishop Zumarraga founded in the villages schools for 
girls like that of Texcoco. In 1536 he created near the convent of the Francis- 
cans at Tlaltelolco, the famous College of the Holy Cross, where religion, writ- 
ing. reading, Latin, and rhetoric were taught. (Op. cit., p. 479.) 

Other institutions founded were: 

College of San Nicolas at Patzeunro by Bishop Vaseo de Quiroga, College of 
San Miguel at Guarangareo by Friar Juan de San Migual. The Jesuits estab- 
lished colleges at Valladolid) (Morelia), Patzcuaro, Tepotzotlan, Huisquifucan, 
ind yumerons missions in the north and east. In Mexico City they opened a 
schoo) for natives called San Gregorio, Which remained until closed in the first 
half of the nineteenth century. 

In addition to the schools named, there were a considerable number of private 
whos, Many children were prepared for college in their homes. The Fran- 
dscans devoted themselves mostly to primary education. The secondary schools 
were shared equally by the Jesuits and the Augustinians. (Op. cit. p. 483.) 
The Augustinians founded a college in Tiripitio in 1540, removed Jatere to Ato- 
topileos also St. John’s College, founded in 1575. which depended on alms for 
siport. This college was founded by Father Alonzo de la Cruz, who “ bought 
the grounds, directed the building, forined the constitutions, deposited in the 
lleer GO chests of books brought from Spain. He also set up there a colleetion 
of globes, maps, and scientific instruments.” (ITbid.) 


The Jesuits arrived in 1572. September 28. and at once started a 
shool for natives. The venerable Jesuit, Pedro Sanchez, caused 
Dr. Francisco Rodriguez de Santos to found, on November 10, 1573, 
the Colevio Mavor de Santa Maria de todos Santos in his own house, 
where pupils were boarded and housed. Closed in 1848. Also to 
F. Sanchez is due the College of SS. Peter and Paul. January 10, 
13. Later, three, San Miguel, San Bernardo, and San Gregorio, 
m 1575-1576. A second college of SS. Peter and Paul in 1576; 
Espiritu Santo, in Morelia, in 1587: also colleges in Yucatan. Zaca- 
tecas, Caxaca, Vera Cruz, and Guadalajara. (Op. cit., p. 484.) 


When the Jesuits were banished in 1767 several colleges were closed. (Tbid.) 
The Jesuits numbered 528, and their departure struck a severe blow to education 
in Mexico, 


Sierra goes on to say : 


The laws of December 12. and 14, 1872, completed the confisention of the 
elowment funds which had been created to support the educational institu- 
ons of the Republic, The great private foundations, whieh had accumulated 
Hiieuzh three eeaturies, were thus swept away, and no others were erented to 
"place them, The wealthy Spaniards had been oue of the greatest sources of 
oe endowment funds; and as the Spaniards were expelled in T528, that fount 
Wis definitely elosed, ‘The attacks upon wealth, and particularly upon the 
clergy, completed the work of preventing any further donations for the support 
feducationnt institutions; and as the Government. itself was penniless, the 
result is obvious, (Op. cit., p. 538.) 

During the revolution chaos that prevailed with growing intensity, fromm 
IS10 until almost 1880, there was little opportunity for the extension of edu- 
‘tional facilities or works of public benefit. The church was under constant 
attack and by the time Diaz had established a character of order it had been 
rubbed of every dollar and every piece of property. In fact. the educational, 
inancial, and benevolent institutions of the country, built during 300 years. 
Were reduced to utter ruin. 


I would like also to put into this statement, that in later years, under 
the constitution and laws of reform, Catholics have been obliged to 
be very reticent regarding the number of schools they had in Mexico. 
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For example, officially in Puebla it was reported, at the primary ed- 
ucational congress in 1911, that the clergy had 24 schools in that 
State. In the United States. however, it was not so necessary to 
allow people to do guesswork, and the number was given as 300. 
The same report gives 69 as the number of schools directed by Cath- 
olies in Michoacan. However, in the United States it was known 
that there were 270. The archdiocese of Mexico had over 230 schools 
with about 50,000 pupils, and there were a number of private schools 
conducted independently by the clergy. 

In addition there was a large number of private schools conducted 
by Catholic citizens employing lay teachers. 

In the absence of exact data only round numbers can be given 
for the whole country. There were several thousand schools caring 
for upwards of 300,000 pupils. That this number is not an exag- 
geration is evident by the complaints of some of the revolutionary 
pamphleteers, who urged the large number of Catholic schools as 
one of the pretexts for revolution. 

The oppressive effect of the anti-Catholic laws was particularly 
apparent in the case of the professional schools. Civil engineers or 
doctors educated in Catholic colleges were barred practically from 
practicing their professions by reason of the numerous and exasper- 
ating difficulties placed in their way merely because they were Cath- 
olies. The purpose and effect of these hampering regulations was 
to force students into the government schools where an active propa- 
ganda was carried on against religion. 

I want to emphasize the fact that all the work that was done 
since 1857 was done in spite of an adverse law. I want to put it 
in the record without having had the question asked, because I 
want it known that what the church did since 1857 for education 
it had to do by stealth and at its own risk. That covers the educa- 
tional feature. 

Mr. Kearrut. Is it the result of vour investigation that whatever 
educational work has been accomplished in Mexico prior to the con- 
fiscation of church and school property was done by the Catholic 
Church ? 

Monsignor Kerrey. Prior to the confiscation the amount of edu- 
eational work done outside of the church and its influence. I think, 
was practically nil. l 

Mr. Krarrtr. And since that time vour answer to the criticism 
of John Lind is that the church could not. under the law. do even 
what it has done in the way of education? — 

Monsignor Ketiey. Mv answer is that I have been told time and 
time again of Catholic schools that were selected for raiding, by the 
State authorities, because complaints had been lodged with Presl- 
dent Diaz against them. the complaints being simplv Catholic re- 
ligious communities were in existence and teaching. President 
Diaz knew that these schools were necessary for the people. He 
ordered the raids in accordance with the law, but somehow, in most 
eases. advance information was received and there was nobody in 
the school building when the officials arrived. 

Mr. Lind charges that we have not done enough to promote popular 
education in Mexico. It was under these conditions that we have 
worked since 1857. robbed of our endowments, robbed of our build- 
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ings, so that everything that we have done was contrary to the law. 
And yet we have produced, purely through Catholic education in 
Mexico, an Indian race that we do not hesitate to compare with our 
own Indian faces in America. This country has spent millions of 
dollars in schools and colleges for the North American Indians. I 
can not remember the name of one single North American Indian 
who has come to the front in any line of endeavor, except as a mili- 
tary leader, such as Sitting Bull. But the blood of the Mexican 
Indian is in probably 85 per cent of the Mexican people. and they 
have produced a governmental genius like Diaz, soldiers like Mejia, 
surgeons like Urrutia, philosophers like Bishop Mungia, scientists 
like Carrillo y Ancona, theologians like Alarcon. poets like Altami- 
rano, political savants like Estagnol, journalistic lights like Sanchez 
Santos, artists like Panduro and Velazques, and lawyers like Jose 
Verea. In every walk of life. in every profession or trade, in educa- 
tion, science, art, statesmanship, the Mexican Indian has had his 
place, while his teachers are charged with having neglected him. 

Mr. Kearrvnt, Have you anything to say about the relationship 
of the church and state in Mexico from a historical viewpoint ? 

Monsignor Kerrey. The only union of church and state in Mexico 
was during Spanish times, with a loose bond for a few years after. 
From my reading of the history of Mexico, I judge that. while the 
union in many cases helped the missionaries, and while under some 
governors it worked well and for the benefit of the people, in general 
it only enabled colonial officials to retard the work of the church. 
As I have stated already, the church in Mexico is not asking for a 
union of church and state, and in my judgment. the bishops of 
Mexico would run verv far away from any such thing, if they feared 
that it might be offered. What they want is religious liberty, and 
kt it go at that: not religious liberty for themselves alone, but 
ee liberty for all, just as it exists in the United States of 
America. 

Mr. KearruL. Mr. Lind, in his testimony, mentions the Catholic 
party in Mexico as a political influence. What do you know about 
that Catholic party ? 

Monsignor Kerrey. The Catholic party was founded shortly 
before Madero took office, as a conservative party. to try by consti- 
tutional means to do away with the irreligious clauses of the consti- 
ttion of 1857 and the laws of reform. In other words, the Catholic 
party was trying to bring about in Mexico that same religious 
liberty that we have here. 

Mr. Kearrun. And that Mr. Byam wrote about ? 

Monsignor Kerey. And that Mr. Byam wrote about. In all 
other respects the Catholic party was simply a conservative party. 
t was a departure in Mexico from the ordinary to have a party 
which intended to appeal to the people at the polls. and to rely upon 
its strength with the people to secure the adoption of its policies. 
Naturally, the leaders went to see Madero. They told him what they 
intended to do, and get his opinion. Madero praised them, welcomed 
the party as one of the first fruits of his own policies, and told the 
leaders to go ahead, which they did. No one knows the actual result 
of the election, because while the voting was honest, nevertheless the 
count was a different matter. It is generally supposed that the Cath- 
lic party won the election, but it was assigned only a small number 
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of seats, because Madero’s brother immediately started a group called 
La Porra, which was formed to shout the Catholics down. The con- 
servatives took the name “ Catholic ” so that, when they went before 
the people, all would know that that was the body trying to do away 
with religious disability. The church had nothing whatever to do 
with it officially. It was a movement among Catholic citizens, and I 
should say that if, in any republic of the world, the same oppressive 
laws were made against Protestants that were made against all re- 
ligions in Mexico, there would be no question but that a Protestant 
party would be organized. 

Mr. Kearrct. Have you read the testimony given by John Lind 
the other day? 

Monsignor KeLLeY. Yes, sir; I read Mr. Lind’s testimony yes- 
terday. 

Mr. Kearruu. Have you noticed any statements made by him that 
you would hke to answer? 

Monsignor Keniry. There are a few statements that I would like 
to refer to in a short way. 

Mr. Lind stated: “ Outside of the towns there was not a school- 
house to be found in Mexico at that time.” Now, I don’t know 
whether Mr. Lind is referring to the time when he himself was in 
Mexico, or whether he is referring to the time when the Catholic 
church was supposed to be in control of education in Mexico. F pre- 
sume the latter, because Mr. Lind says, * The policy of the church 
has not been to foster popular education of the masses.” Now, if 
Mr. Lind means there was no schoolhouse to be found in Mexico 
when he was there. outside of the towns, I answer that he must ask 
his revolutionary friends the reason. If he means that there was not 
a schoolhouse outside of the towns before the confiscation of church 
property, I ean only pity Mr. Lind as being completely ignorant of 
what he is talking about, or an intentional prevaricator. 

Again. Mr. Lind says thet “ more schools were established under 
the Carranza government than ever before.” You asked him whether 
more s heols were established under the Carranza government than 
ever before. Tle answered “ves.” I do not know where Mr. Dind 
got his figures. My information is the opposite. He mentioned 
a certain nember of Mexican girls who were sent up here to be 
instructed in teaching. These girls were sent up by the governor, 
Gen. Salvador Alvarado, of Yucatan. And vet many schools of 
Yueatan have been, according to all the information that we can 
get, in charge of people who can neither read nor write, and who 
were purely political representatives of the socialistic government 
of Alvarado. I heard that some Mexican voune women had been 
sent up here, but I also heard that they did not remain. There 
are no more schoools in Yueatan than there were before the revolu- 
tion, and there are few schools of anv value even now. There are 
fewer schools in all Mexico than before the revolution. 

Mr. Lind stated, in answer to a question as to whether or not 
the Catholic Church was responsible for the difficulties of Mexico, 
that he felt that a State church in politics is a misfortune to any 
country. As I have already pointed out, the Catholic Church in 
Mexico is not a State church, nor has the Catholic Church in Mexico 
heen in politics. If vou go hack to Spanish times. when the church 
had a connection with the State. you will find the most glorious 
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period of Mexican history, the one period during which actual 
progress toward civilization and enlightenment was made. Since 
the confiscation of the church property and the persecution of the 
church, anyone reading the history of Mexico can see the country 
has reached the depths. 

Mr. Lind referred to the Catholic party also, but I have answered 
that question. 

Mr. Lind also said that he did not say to Mr. Frisbie that the 
Catholic Church should be driven out of Mexico. I do not know 
Mr. Lind personally, but I have had the pleasure of meeting Mr. 
Frisbie. To me the question is one of veracity, because Mr. Frisbie 
told me that Mr. Lind had made that statement to him. 

Mr. Lind also says he thinks it a misfortune that a larger effort 
by those in a position to exercise power had not been made to estab- 
lish and maintain popular education. Inasmuch as he had just 
ben talking of the church, I presume his reference is to the clergy. 
The only power the clergy exercised in establishing and maintain- 
ing elucation was exercised, as I have already shown, in spite of 
the law. If we had exercised any more of zeal in the same way we 
would have had more special representatives coming back to say 
that the Catholic Church got what she deserved, because she was 
violating the law. Now, when Mr. Lind regrets that we did not 
exer ise our power more, does he regret that we did not violate 
the law more, or what? I don’t know. 

Mr. Lind also stated: “In the south, if Spanish writers and his- 
turians are to be believed, the cultural stage of the Mexican people was 
very nearly as high at the time of the conquest as it 1s to-dav.” If 
American writers and historians are to be believed, later investiga- 
tion has shown us that this wonderful civilization of the Aztecs 
was largely based on the imagination of the Spanish conquerors. 
It was to their advantage to report great things done, and they did 
so report to the King of Spain. Every victory won was a great 
victory; every town captured was a great town; every bit of loot 
they had was untold wealth. Later on the Spanish governors de- 
‘red to have Spain make large appropriations for the colonies. Tt 
was still their business to exaggerate, and thev exaggerated. The best 
authority on the subject is Bandoher. Prescott is no authority. 
Placing him side by side with Bandoher on the question of the 
aboriginal Mexican, he descends to the position of a gossip. 

Mr. Lind also stated. in answer to a question as to whether or not 
he had anything to sav regarding my “ Book of Red and Yellow,” 
that he did not want any controversy with any “Jesuit or anyone 
else.” I should like to register the fact that Mr. Lind flatters me 
hy calling me a Jesuit. JI wish I were pious enough and learned 
enough to be classed as a Jesuit; but if it will reassure Mr. Lind, I 
now tell him that I am not a Jesuit, and never was one. 

Mr. Krarrci. I believe those are all the questions I wish to ask 
you at this time. Is there anything further that vou care to state? 

Monsignor Kerey. No: I believe I have covered all that I bad in 
mind, 

Mr. Kearrve. Then vou will be excused. The committee is very 
much obliged to you. ` 
Whereupon, at 12.30 o’clock p. m., the committee adjourned until 
-o'clock p. m.) 
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è AFTER RECESS. 


(At 2 ocloek p. m.. pursuant to the adjournment taken, the com- 
mittee reconvened, and the following further proceedings were had:) 


TESTIMONY OF EBER COLE BYAM. 


(The witness was duly sworn by Mr. Kearful.) 

Mr. KerarrvrL. Please state your name in full. 

Mr. Bram. Eber Cole Byam. 

Mr. Krarrvi. What is your business? 

Mr. Byam. At present I am writing and translating. 

Mr. KrarruL. What is vour office address? 

Mr. Byam. I have no office. My residence is 7023 North Paulina 
Street, Chicago, Tl. 

Mr. Krarrut. How many years’ residence have vou had in Mexico’ 

Mr. Byam. I went to Mexico in 1895, and with the exception of 
various trips to the United States on business, I was there until 1907. 

Mr. Krarrci. To what extent have you been a student of Mexican 
history? 

Mr. Byam. Well: I may say that I have been a student of Mexican 
history since I first took an interest in the country, which was before 
I went there. l 

Mr. Krarrci. What was vour business in Mexico? 

Mr. Byam. I went to Mexico first and obtained employment in a 
lumber camp located in the mountain range bordering on the valley 
of Mexico and near the town of Ixtlahuaca. I was also engaged in 
building railroad, grading and laving track. From there I went 
to the State of Chiapas, where I was emploved in plantation work. 

Mr. Krarrvn. Have you traveled considerably over Mexico? 

Mr. Byam. In the central highlands. in the States of Mexico. 
Hidalgo, Queretaro, Oaxaca, and the States of Chiapas and Tabasco. 
Most of this in the saddle. 

Mr. Kearrun. Did you become pretty well acquainted with the 
a and the mode of operation in the southern part of 
Mexico? 

Mr. Byam. I did. 

Mr. Kerarrei. What experience did vou have with the Mexican 
laborers and with the Indians on and about those plantations! 

Mr. Byam. My first experience with Mexican laborers, and par- 
ticularly with the Mexican Indian, was in the lumber camp and in 
the railroad work. In the latter I had the direction of as many as 
600 Indians. These laborers I secured myself by traveling through 
the interior, in the country located between the Mexican Central and 
the Mexican National railroads. These Indians lived in their villages. 
and came to work for varying periods and would then return to their 
homes. At this particular time the wages paid them varied from 25 
cents to 35 cents per day. 

Mr. Kearrvun. Mexican money? 

Mr. Byam. Mexican money. I always found them verv satisfac- 
tory as laborers. good workmen, loval and satisfied with the condi- 
tions of labor and the pay. I may say that the pay represented to 
them just that much velvet, because they possessed their own homes 
and fields from which they secured subsistence. 
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Mr. Kearrur. How did the wages that were paid to them for rail- 
road work compare with the wages received for plantation work from 
the Mexican plantations? 

Mr. Byam. In the plantation work, we secured the Indians by 
sending men into the mountains among the Indian villages. These 
Indians came to work at a wage of $1 per week, and were supposed to 
furnish their own rations. However, we did not insist upon the 
latter part of the agreement, and I always fed them, giving them all 
that they desired to eat of the rations which they themselves pre- 
ferred. After these Indians had once come to the plantation to work 
we would keep them there by paving them 50 cents per dav. They 
would remain for irregular periods, and return to their homes. 
After remaining in their homes for a number of weeks they would 
again come to work. The wages in that particular section gradually 
increased until these laborers were receiving ¢5 cents and $1 per day, 
including their rations. 

Mr. KearroL. What have you to say in regard to the testimony of 
Mr. John Lind to the effect that the operation of Americans on the 
plantations in southern Mexico was injurious to the Indians? 

Mr. Byam. I did not find it so. 

Mr. Kearrun. You are an American citizen, are you? 

Mr. Byam. I am an American citizen. 3 

Mr. Kearrvt. And you are one of those operating there / 

Mr. Byam. I am one of those operating there. 

Mr. Kearrun. What did you observe to be the effect npon the 
Indians, of the operation of the Americans in that region / 

Mr. Byam. Distinctly to their benefit. 

Mr. Kearrvn. In what respect? 

Mr. Byam. It gave them the opportunity of regular employment. 
and by paving them and Tee a money into the country it 
mereased the circulating medium of that section. 

Mr. Kearrvt. Was there any improvement in the condition of 
the Indians with respect to the methods employed by them m agri- 
culture. and also in their mode of living’ 

Mr. Byam. No. The Indian has his own way of living that he 
prefers to follow. I observed that the money which he earned 
Would be spent in the villages, a portion of it: some for articles of 
various kinds to which they were not accustomed. They would 
sipply themselves with new machetes. for example. and would 
parenga cotton prints, and these articles they would take to their 
omes. They would take away with them a good deal of cash, 
which served to rejuvenate the commerce of the interior of the 
ntate, 

Mr. Kearrut. What was the attitude of the Indian in those davs 
toward the American operators ? 

Mr. Byam. It was friendly. I can give an example of the atti- 
tude of the Indian toward the Americans. At one time when I 
was at work in the lumber camp I was given charge of several hun- 
dred Indians to go to a distant point where there was a forest fire, 
and on the way thither we were compelled to stop and rest. I 
lay down at the foot of a tree to sleep. wrapped in my cloak. I 

slept for some two hours. The altitude was above 10.000 feet and 
the temperature was below freezing. When I awakened. I discov- 
ered that the Indians, some of the Indians that accompanied me, had 
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slipped up after I had gone to sleep, and covered me with their 
blankets. If there had been an unfriendly feeling toward Ameri- 
cans they hardly would have taken such action. 

Mr. Kearrcu. Is that an illustration of the feeling of the Indians 
generally toward Americans? 

Mr. Byam. I would say that was the feeling generally throughout 
Mexico. : 

Mr. Kearrut. At that time. 

Mr. Byam. At that time. The Mexican Indian, and by that I 
mean every Mexican possessing enough Indian blood to be imbued 
with Indian characteristics, does not consider class or racial dis- 
tinctions. To illustrate: If an American were to mistreat a Mexican 
Indian that Indian would not dislike all Americans in consequence. 

He would consider only his individual persecutor and endeavor to 
avoid him. During the recent revolution they were taught by the 
socialist agitators to shout, “ Death to the clergy!” But this meant 
only an individual to the Indians. So they hunted for a mythical 
Mr. Clergyman from Sonora to Yucatan without finding him. Mean- 
while they showed every respect to the priests. The outrages against 
the clergy were committed by the socialist leaders and their criminal, 
vagabond following. | ; 

Mr. Kearru,. What do you know about peonage in that portion 
of Mexico? 

Mr. Bram. In the central highlands I never discovered any signs 
of peonage. The Indians came to work, did their work, and received 
their pay. Peonage existed at that time amongst some of the tropical 
plantations, and in the southern part of the country; and that peon- 
age, I may say, was similar to the peonage in the southern State of 
the American Union. 

Mr. KrarrtL. You are not referring to the black slaves. are vou! 
Mr. Byam. No: Iam referring to the present condition of making 

advances to laborers of wages which thev later work out. 

Mr. Kearrvus.. Did you observe the method of treatment that was 
accorded to those peons? 

Mr. Byam. Methods of treatment on all the American plantations 
were distinctly favorable. They were given houses rent free in 
which to live; they were furnished rations which were sufficient for 
their subsistence, and if they desired. they were given the privilege 
of planting as large an area of ground as thev desired to plant and 
cultivate, at no cost to them. Then, all of them had their chickens 
and pigs. 

Mr. Krarrun. Were they discontented with their lot or otherwise? 

Mr. Byam. Very much contented. 

Mr. Kearrvn, Did you know of any attempt being made by Amer- 
ican plantation managers to imprison them, keep them against their 
will. or to keep them at work by fraudulent means? 

Mr. Byam. In no case. 

Mr. Kearrvn. Did you have occasion to observe the operation of 
a good many of those plantations ? 

Mr. Byam. I did. 

Mr. Krarrvnt. Was the system employed by the Americans the 
established custom of the country? 

Mr. Byam. The Americans merely followed the established custom 


of the country. 
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Mr. KearroL. Was there any other way in which the large planta- 
tions could be operated ? 

Mr. Byam. There was no other way to keep a permanent force. 
The peons on the plantations—that is, those laborers to whom ad- 
vances of money had been made—formed the permanent labor force 
onthe plantation. They lived on the plantation. The other laborers, 
who came in from the outside, who would work and go away and 
then return again, were not peons in that sense. 

Mr. Kearrcun. Is it true. as has been charged, that the peons of 
whom vou speak were kept in a condition of slavery by the planta- 
tion managers ? 

Mr. Byam. I never observed anything of the kind. I do not be- 
lieve it to be true. In every case under my observation these so-called 
peons received advances of wages, or their debts owing to others were 
paid, and they came to work voluntarily, understanding fully all the 
conditions, and they looked upon the amounts they were permitted 
to owe as being, in a sense, an indication of their social standing and 
the confidence which their employer placed in them. Indeed, I have 
heard these laborers discussing the amounts which they owed, and I 
have heard one and another of them bragging to their fellows of the 
mes which they owed as being indicative of their character and 
onesty, 

Mr. Lind, in his testimony, admitted that he had visited but one 
plantation in Mexico and took occasion to state that this was an 
American plantation and that the laborers were locked up at night 
and otherwise severely treated. The plantation that he visited was 
one of the few in Mexico employing convict labor. much in the same 
manner as I understand that Mr. Burleson. the Postmaster General, 
un employed American convict labor on his plantation in the United 
tates, 

Mr. Lind’s strategy and tactics follow the precedents established 
br the propogandists of socialism in general and the Mexican revolu- 
tionists in particular. They select some isolated incident, tell half 
the truth about it and present it in a manner calculated to mislead 
ual into accepting it as representative of the country at large. 

Mr. Kearrut. Have you read a book by John Kenneth Turner 
entitled “ Barbarous Mexico ” ? 

Mr, Byam. I have. 

Mr. KrarroL. Have you any comments to make upon that book? 

Mr. Byam. The very best that I could say for Mr. Turner is that 
he permitted himself to be misled to an extraordinary degree. I 
understand that Mr. Turner spent only a few months in Mexico: that 
e spoke no Spanish; that he was conducted through the country by a 
well-known Mexican socialist. From my own knowledge and experi- 
ence I am satisfied that the statements which he makes in the book 
as to the conditions in Mexico, social, economic, and religious, are 
mostly false, and those which are not false are greatly exaggerated. 
He has taken individual instances and has multiplied them to appear 
as being representative of the entire country. 

Mr, es Have you any information as to whether or not he 
personally wrote those parts of the book in reference to social 
economic, and religious questions? 

ur. Byam. I have been informed that a large part of it was 
wntten by a Mexican in Spanish, and was later translated. 
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Mr. Kerarru,. Was that the Mexican socialist to whom you re- 
ferred ¢ 

Mr. Byam. I believe so. 

Mr. Kearrut. What is his name’ 

Mr. Byam. Gutierrez de Lara. 

Mr. Kearrun. What is and was his reputation as to extreme radical 
socialism ? 

Mr. Byam. That he was an extreme radical, extremely radical 
socialist. I think Mr. Turner's connection with the Socialist Party or 
organization in this country has been fairly well established. He has 
written a good deal on Mexico since he published his book called 
“ Barbarous Mexico,” and I believe he is still writing for socialist 
publications. 

Mr. Kearru.. What do his writings indicate with respect to his 
connection with the radical socialists / 

Mr. Byam. In his book called “ Barbarous Mexico” he gives the 
names of a number of Mexican radicals who were at ohe time or 
another compelled to seek refuge in the United States, men who later 
became active in the Mexican revolutions. 

Mr. Kearrun. What do his later writings show ’ 

Mr. Byam. That he is just as radical as any of the Mexican radi- 
cals. For some time he was an accredited correspondent for the 
Socialist paper called the Appeal, and in that paper he has published 
articles in which he has mentioned so-called secret trips to Mexico 
to communicate with the Mexican radicals. In one article published 
by Mr. Turner in the Appeal, he stated that he had made a secret 
journey to Mexico to confer with the revolutionists. The time of 
that visit corresponded with the activities of the Mexicans attempt- 
ing to put into effect the plan of San Diego. 

Mr. Kear. Was that the plan which contemplated an invasion 
of the United States, and about which the committee recently took 


testimony on the border / 

Mr. Byram. It is. 

Mr. Kearrun. In this country we hear a good deal about the 
agrarian problem in Mexico, to the effect that the troubles in Mexico 
would disappear when the great estates are divided up into small 
individual holdings. What have vou to sav in reference to that? 

Mr. Byam. J never heard of any land question, such as is under- 
stood by your question, in Mexico. Amongst the many Indian vil- 
lages that I have visited I have always found them in possession of 
their community fields, with which. so far as ever came to my knowl- 
edge. they seemed to be perfectly contented. In the central high- 
lands of Mexico, which is the most densely populated portion of the 
country, where approximately 70 per cent of the population of Mexico 
lives upon some 30 per cent of its area, the land is well divided. I 
have the figures for the number of farms in the State of Jalisco, and 
a tabulation of the number of farms in the United States, which I 
will leave with the committee. 

Mr. Kearrun. This is a table showing, with reference to each of 
the States of the American Union, the area in square miles, popula- 
tion, number of farms, number of persons to each farm, number of 
acres to each farm, and the density in population per square mile; 
and at the foot corresponding totals with reference to all of the 
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Mates of the American Union taken together. Then follows the 
same data with reference to the State of Jalisco. which shows that 
this Mexican State compares approximately on an average in area 
and population with the States of the American Union; that in 
that State there are 165,816 farms. which is very much more than 
ina majority of the American States; that there are persons to one 
farm. 1.3. which is very much less than the average of persons to one 
farm in the States of this Union; that the average acreage of each 
farm is 130, being much less than the average acreage of most of 
the States in the American Union: and that the density of population 
jersquare mile is 36.2 as against 30.2 in the American States. From 
what source was this table compiled ? 

Mr. Byam. The tabulation regarding the United States was taken 
from the census returns of 1910; regarding the State of Jalisco the 
data is taken from the assessment list for the fiscal years 1912 and 
1913, 

Mr. Kearrur. Have you the data for any other Mexican State 
than Jalisco? 

Mr. Byam. Not completely. That is the only data which T have 
complete. 

Mr. Kearrci. Do vou consider the data given here as to Jalisco 
a fair illustration of other Mexican States situated upon what you 
have called the highlands of Mexico? 

Mr. Byam. It is fairly representative. The State of Guanajuato 
is even more finely divided than the State of Jalisco, but I have no 
oficial data at hand to substantiate that statement. | 

Mr. Kearrvs. If vou have no objection, the table referred to will 
he inserted in the record at this point. 

Mr. Byam. Very wel. I would like to call attention to the fact 
that for lack of exact figures on farm acreages I was compelled to 
divide the total area of each State by the number of farms to arrive 
at the relative propartion shown. The same was done in the figures 


for Jalisco. 
(The table referred to is here printed in full, as follows :) 
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Mr. Byam. In the district of Tlalnepantla, near the City of 
Mexico, the assessment list for the vear 1870, as I recall it—I have 
not the official data right at hand—gives more farms than families 
resident in the district. l 

Mr. Kearrut. What significance do you attach to the data you 
have just furnished with reference to the land problem., so-called! 

Mr. Byam. That it refutes the claims made by those favoring the 
Mexican revolutionists, that there was a land problem, and that 
it was a legitimate pretext for revolt. I may mention incidentally 
that the revolutionists have represented, and even officials of this 
Government, or those speaking for them, have stated that the land 
question was a fundmental cause of revolution in Mexico; and that 
one particular writer, Mr. George Creel, stated in a book called 
* Wilson and the Issues,” that all the land in Mexico was divided 
among 10,000 owners. 

Mr. Krarrun. Do you recollect if Mr. George Creel had occasion 
to revise some of his statements with respect to the operation of the 
American oil men in Mexico and retracted what he had said on that 
subject ? 

Mr. Byam. I have so observed, but I have not vet discovered any 
retraction regarding the land business. In the State of Chiapas. in 
which the population is largely Indian. every village possesses an 
ample area of land for the use of the inhabitants. I know of a num- 
ber of villages whose public lands, called “ejidos,” are occupied and 
made use of by only a few families. There are vast areas of very 
excellent, rich and fertile public lands, in addition to these lands 
belonging te the villages, which have been available to the public at 
very cheap prices, prices set by the Government, and which, at the 
time I was in Mexico, could have been obtained from the Govern- 
ment by any Mexican so desiring for from a few cents to a dollar 
per acre, 

Mr. Kearrun. How did the opportunity to procure valuable home- 
steads compare with similar opportunities in the United States? 
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Are vou acquainted with the system of disposing of public lands in 
the United States to settlers at a small sum per acre, with the obliga- 
tion of five years’ residence ? 

Mr. Brau. I am. 

Mr. Kearrct. How did the opportunities in Mexico compare with 
the opportunities of settlers in the United States to procure public 
lands at a nominal price? 

Mr. Byam. The Mexicans had equal opportunities. 

Mr. Kearrun. Did they avail themselves of it, largely ? 

Mr. Byam. Not that I could ever discover. 

Mr. Kesrrvn. Did you ever discover a general, insistent demand 
in Mexico among the lower classes of the natives for land to settle 
upon and own as their homes, individually ? 

Mr. Byam. Not at all. I think I can illustrate that by an instance 
which came under my own observation. One particular piece of 
property in the State of Chiapas had on it some three hundred fami- 
lies of squatters. The owners of this piece of property endeavored 
through a number of years to induce these squatters to accept title 
to their farms. After much effort less than half were induced to 
wcept an average of some twenty-five acres each. The remainder re- 
fused absolutely to accept title. The only charge to which they were 
suljected was that of the survey, a charge that was merely nominal. 
And I may say that nearly all of these squatters were prosperous, to 
the extent that any one of them could obtain credit at any of the 
stores in the village for as much as $500. 

Mr. Kearrut. According to vour observation and experience, what 
woul] be the result if the large plantations were divided up and dis- 
minted among the natives who work those plantations? 

Mr. Byam. It would be to the advantage of nobody and to the 
distinct disadvantage of the natives themselves, outside of the Indian 
communities where possession of the land is common. 

Mr. Kearrut. And where they are exempted from taxation? 

Mr. Byam. And where they are exempt from taxation. In fat. 
the Indians in Mexico have escaped practically every character ot 
taxation. 

Mr, Kearect. You are speaking of conditions outside of com- 
munity property ? 

Mr. Byam. Yes, sir. Outside of the community property the labor- 
son the plantations are distinctly better off when not owning 
tperty, because they escape any burdens which might come through 
tlie ownership of such property and are free to cultivate here and 
there as the conditions may be best for such cultivation, In the 
‘entral highlands, where plows are used, the owners of the property 
furnish them with the implements for such cultivation. It has always 
heen customary on the plantations in Mexico to permit the laborers 
cultivate such extensions as they may please. 

Mr. Kearrci. For their own use and without charge? 

fr. Byam. For their own use, but not always without charge. 

In some sections a svstem has been pursued somewhat similar to that 
followed in the southern United States with the negroes, of cropping 
on shares, : . 
_ Mr. KearroL. In addition to the cropping on shares, the Indian 
Semployed on the plantation? Is that the system ? 
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Mr. Byam. He finds employment on the plantation. 

Mr. Kearrut. What do you think would become of the titles to 
the small tracts, if the lar Jantations were divided up into small 
tracts and turned over to the Indians? 

Mr. Byam. I would expect the Indians to pursue much the same 
course that they have pursued in Mexico, and that has been pursued 
in the United States—that they would sell the properties. 

Mr. Kearrcy. And would be forced to sell on account of the bur- 
dens of taxation and necessity of going into debt to maintain them- 
selves through a bad year or something of that sort? 

Mr. Bram. Yes; and often to satisfy some childish caprice. 

Mr. Kearrun. So that, after a division of these lands, they would 
be sold and necessarily revert to that form of operation which by 
experience is known to be most economical, namely, operation in 
large tracts? 

Mr. Byam. Exactly. 

Mr. Kearrun. What do vou know about the schools in Mexico? 

Mr. Byam. As regards the Government schools, when I was 
in Mexico I discovered schools in nearly every village which I 
visited. They were primitive, the equipment was very primitive, 
and the teachers were poorly paid, as teachers seem to be everywhere. 
but an effort was being made to educate the people. 

Mr. Kearrun. What do you know about the education of Mexicans 
by the Catholic church? 

“Mr. Byam. The Catholic church at one time had charge of practi- 
cally all the educational institutions of the country, but after the 
enforcement of the constitution of 1857 all of these institutions were 
seized and the church deprived of every means of educating the 
people, and every impediment placed in its way by the Government. 

Mr. Kearruv. That is since the constitution of 1857? 

Mr. Byam. That is since the constitution of 1857. 

Mr. Kearrvu. Referring to the period of the educational work 
of the church among the Indians in Mexico, how did the system 
compare in its results with the system which has been followed in 
this country by the Government in educating the Indians? 

Mr. Byam. The first efforts of the church in Mexico toward the 
education of the Indians began shortly after the conquest, and the 
work was undertaken by the missionaries. They were the only in- 
dividuals available for teaching. They established schools and 
gathered Indian children in those schools, where they were housed 
and fed and clothed according to the Indian standard of luxury. 
They were taught to read and write, given religious instruction, and 
kept from contact with their parents as much as possible, to avoid 
the perpetuation amongst them of the native idolatry. There is 
one fact that I would like to mention here, and that is that the 
Mexican Indians that were discovered and conquered by the Span- 
‘ards were cannibals. and that the Spaniards, both lay and clerical. 
had considerable difficulty in eradicating the custom of human sac- 
rifices and their cannibalism. The Mexican Indians practiced can- 
nibalism to an exaggerated degree. That that cannibalism was a 

zart of their religious ritual has been urged by some in extenuation 
of it. but it would appear from the available data that when the 
Mexican wanted meat, he found some occasion to make a sacrifice 
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to the Gods and thereby obtain a feast. In the dedication of the 
principal temple in the City of Mexico in 1487. the Aztecs, accord- 
ing to their own records, sacrificed 20,000 victims in a four days” 
earmival of killing. 

Mr. Kearrun. (ne of the problems met with in the education of 
le American Indan in this country has been that the voung In- 
dans, after having been graduated out of the school, returned to 
their tribes, and reverted to the condition of savagery from which 
they came, and sometimes became more vicious because of their 
wlucation. Has that been true of the Mexican Indians educated in 
the Catholic Church schools, and if not. what was the reason ? 

Mr. Byam. The Catholic missionaries in Mexico were faced with 
the difficulty of the pupils reverting to the mode of life of their 
parents. To overcome that they established as many boarding 
shools as possible. Those that could not be kept in the boarding 
vhools naturally returned to the villages, but the moral and re- 
ious training which was given by the missionaries, in addition to 
larning to read and write, established a devotion to religion, which 
IM! years of revolutionary radicalism has had little effect upon. 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you think the moral and religious training, in 
aldition to the popular branches, constitutes the main difference 
between the education of the Mexican Indian and the education of 
the American Indian ? 

Mr. Bram. I believe it to be so. 

Mr. Krarrvt. Do you think that accounts for the fact that the 
i Indian has not been so prone to revert to the old mode of 
ife’ 

Mr. Byam. That has been my observation. 

Mr. Kearrvt. Mr. John Lind, in his testimony, found fault with 
the educational activities of the church in Mexico, because it had not 
lone more than it did do of late years in the way of popular educa- 
tion of the masses. What have you to say on that subject. 

Mr. Byam. During the colonial period the church in Mexico was 
in reality a dependency of the State. It was subject to the State. It 
could make no move whatever with out the permission of the home 
government and the colonial government. The numbers of the 
clergy were limited. In reports that have been rendered to the 
‘panish Government by agents sent out by the Crown to investigate 
conditions in Mexico we find that a proportion of one priest to 5,000 
of the population was the average sought. That refers particularly 
to the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. 

uring the colonial period the Government officials and the eccle- 
astica] authorities were continually urging and recommending the 
‘ontinued establishment of schools and the education of the Indian. 
Every priest was required to maintain a school. 

Mr. Kearrot. The particular question was as to whether or not 
Mr. Lind was justified in his statement that the church in Mexico, 
of late years, had not done all it might have done in the position that 
'toceupied to advance the popular education of the masses. Do you 
thnk he was justified in that statement ? 

Mr. Brax. I do not think he was justified. 

Mr. Kearrvt, For what reason? Do vou think the church did all 
teould have done since the constitution of 1857 ? 
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Mr. Byam. The church did all that was possible to do under the 
constitution of 1857, and even went to the extent of violating the 
law in order to educate the children. Schools were established and 
the buildings and equipment placed in the names of private indi- 
viduals, because it was against the law for the church to own any 
property. It was against the law for any religious orders to be in 
the country. Nevertheless, religious orders existed for the purpose 
of teaching in those schools. 

Mr. Krarrun. Do you understand that was permitted particularly 
by Porfirio Diaz because he understood that was for the benefit of the 
people? 

Mr. Byam. Yes. 

Mr. Kearrvni. Even though it was against the law? 

Mr. Byam. Exactly. | 

Mr. Kearrvt, Have you come in contact with any Protestant mis- 
sionaries in Mexico and the work they are doing there? 


+. 


Mr. Byam. I came in contact particularly with two of them. One 
was a missionary who was stationed at E He always 
treated the subject quite pessimistically, and in the course of our con- 
versations expressed his discouragement at the lack of conversions. 
He informed me that when it became necessary for any reason to 
show that he had a congregation that he was accustomed to send out 
the Mexican servants of his household with small coins that they 
might hire their friends and relatives to appear and act temporarily 
as a congregation. Attendance at meetings also was obtained by the 
distribution of coins at the door at the close of the services. I met a 
missionary who had been working. so he informed me, for nine years 
in the State of Tabasco. He was still hopeful of results, though dur- 
ing the nine years he had secured but 11 converts. However, one of 
these converts had died, and before dying had recanted. 

Mr. Keanrun. Mr. Lind. when he testified, was asked about a book- 
let of which he is the author. entitled “The Mexican People,” in 
which he gives an account of the high state of civilization existing 
among the Mexican aborigines at the time of the Spanish conquest, 
and his attention was called to the fact that Monseigneur Kelley had 
subsequently, in his Book of Red and Yellow, charged that the his- 
torical matter given by Myr. Lind had been shown by subsequent and 
more thorough historical investigation to be very largely imaginary. 
In the Book of Red and Yellow by Monseigneur Kelley there is a 
deadly parallel in which the account given by Mr. Lind is placed in 
juxtaposition to very similar matter contained in an old edition of 
the Enevelopedia Britannica. 

Apparently to avoid the effect of this circumstance, Mr. Lind 
brought here a volume entitled Historia de La Conquista de Mejico, 
by Don Antonia de Solis, published in 1666. He then undertook to 
„show that the historical matter which he had used had been taken 
from that book. Are you familiar with the book referred to by Don 
Antonio de Solis? 

Mr. Byam. Iam. I have a copy of it. 

Mr. Kearrut. Have you read it? 

Mr. Byam. I have. 

Mr. Kearrvn.. What have vou to say with reference to the au- 
thority of that book? 
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Mr. Byam. That it is not accepted as authority by any historian. 
It is largely a rehash of Bernal Diaz. 

Mr. KearruL. What can you say with respect to the view of au- 
thoritative ristorians as to the high standard of civilization of the 
Mexican aborigines ? 

Mr. Byam. Bandolier made a very exhaustive study of that par- 
ticular subject, and the result of his labors and his conclusions are 
accepted to-day by all historians as being practically the last word 
upon the subject. He refutes definitely, and gives a large number 
of authorities in support of his conclusions, that there ever existed 
anong the Mexican Indians any such a condition as pictured by Mr. 
Lind. Asa matter of fact, Mr. Bandolier tells us that they were a 
very barbarous people; that they had no conception of a nationality. 
Every village was practically autonomous. There was no empire, 
consequently there could have been no emperor. The Aztecs, living 
in what is now the City of Mexico, where a marauding, warring tribe, 
lependent for their subsistence upon the spoils of war and upon the 
tribute which they exacted from conquered tribes. These conquered 
tribes bore no relation to the Aztecs politically, other than tribute 
payers. The Aztecs did not interfere with their internal govern- 
ment. The so-called Aztec governors which the Spaniards found 
among the tribute-paying tribes were discovered later to be only the 
tribute gatherers. There was no political organization among the 
Mexican Indians in any way resembling a nation. 

Mr. Kearrct. What was finally found to be the truth about the 
early glowing account of a system of courts and schools and fine 
arts, etc. ? 

Mr. Bram. They had been either nonexistent or exaggerations of 
mistaken ideas, mistaken impressiogs received by the first Spaniards. 
The native traditions tell that in the distant past. long before the 
discovery of America, bearded white men came to Mexico, and the 
aborigines of that period are pictured as extremely primitive beings, 
living like the wild beasts whose flesh they ate raw, for it is said 
they knew not the art of making fire. According to these traditions 
the white men introduced a character of civilization. This civiliza- 
ton appears to have endured until the white blood became too 
widely diffused among the savage masses. Then began a degenera- 
tive process leading the people back toward their ancient savagery. 

this state of retrogression the Spaniards found them. There are 
bo evidences of a development of culture. The most ancient remains 
are the most highly developed. 

_ The importance and extent of the work undertaken by the Span- 
ards to gather the people into villages and to induce them to adopt 
a selentary life indicates their nomadic character. According to 
their own traditions, the Aztecs of the Indian pueblo of Mexico were 
tomads but a relatively short time before the coming of the Span- 
ards, Southern Mexico is dotted with ruined cities, yet few were 
nhabitated at the time of the conquest. They appear to have been 
xeupied in much the same manner as a tribe of Parisian Apaches 
might set up their gods of murder and thievery in the ruins of the 
Cathedral at Rheims. From Palenque southeastward up the valley 
of the Usumacinta stretch group after group of ruins like beads 
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upon a string. They were buried in the jungle and forgotten long 
before Columbus sailed. They are but the dry bones of a civilization 
dead these many centuries. 

The Spaniards brought with them the civilization and culture of 
Europe, which flourished in Mexico until the revolution of 1810. 
Since then their civilization has been struggling: to keep its head 
above the rising flood of barbarism let loose upon it by the socialist 
agitators. The relatively short respite during the rule of Diaz served 
but to show what might be done. The recrudescence of savagery 
under Carranza and his socialist following has thrown the Mexican 
people back into a raging sea of anarchy from which they have cried 
in vain for rescue during seven long, hungry, and Bloody years. 

Mr. Lind’s mission a to his pamphlet an importance which its 
text fails to sustain. To expose its errors would require practically 
the repetition of it in its entirety and the citation of numerous au- 
thorities to refute the false and misleading statements with which 
it is filled. 

Mr. Lind, in his testimony, claims that certain portions of his pam- 
'phlet are taken from Solis and not from the Eneyelopedia Britan- 
nica as charged by Monsignor Kelley. An examination of Solis 
will discover no paragraph nor phrase remotely resembling those 
of Mr. Lind. The Eneyelopedia Britannica, however. contains a 
number of phrases too exactly like those of Mr. Lind to be claimed as 
mere coincidences. 

Mr. Lind’s unfamiliarity with Mexico and its history, and ap- 
parently its language, have led him into some strange errors. He 
states, on page T of his pamphlet, that “The laws and records 
of the court were set down and kept in the picture writings which 
were in use.” And that “ Some of these records are still preserved in 
the National Museum.” Solis distinctly declares that “ They had no 
written laws.” If Mr. Lind knows of any preconquest law records, 
either in the Mexican National Museum or elsewhere. he has made a 
momentous discovery whose proofs he has neglected to reveal. 

In the same paragraph Mr. Lind declares that “ The criminal code 
was very severe. Fraud, the removal of landmarks, and adultery 
were punished by having the offender’s head crushed between stones 
or by cutting out the heart.” Kegarding this subject Solis says that 
« Murder, theft, adultery, and any disrespect to the king or religion 
were capital crimes. Other crimes were readily pardoned because 
the religion itself, permitting iniquities, disarmed justice.” 

On pages 5 and 6 Mr. Lind says that “The kings were elected 
in the royal families.” Solis says that “They observed always the 
eustom of electing the greatest soldier as their king without. regard 
to the succession, although in an equality of deeds they preferred the 
royal blood.” The true significance of this will be apparent to those 
who have studied the American Indian. 

The Spanish writers used terms intended to be understood by their 
readers rather than to convey an exactness of meaning. They wrote 
of Reves or kings and caballeros or gentlemen. The latter term 
literally means horseman. The application of this term to the war- 
rior class among the Aztecs did not mean that thev possessed horses. 
Neither did the use of the word king mean that they possessed king- 
doms. 
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Nearly every one of the 29 pages of Mr. Lind’s pamphlet affords 
examples as glaringly inexact. It is quite evident that he failed to 
read Solis, or any other writer, with the care the subject merited. 

In closing his pamphlet, Mr. Lind takes occasion to praise the 
Germans, thereby giving us some interesting evidence of how diffi- 
ailt itis for an immigrant to forget the prejudices brought with him 
from Europe. Sweden is strongly socialistic and pro-German. These 
characteristics have marked the Carranza faction and doubtless ac- 
count. in part, for Mr. Lind’s espousal of the Carranza cause. 

In addition to Mr. Lind, I would like to cite a few instances illus- 
trating how the American people have been misled and deceived 
by prejudiced propagandists in the interests of the Mexican revolu- 
uonists and against the Spaniards. 

They are all agreed that Cortes, the conqueror, was an inhuman 
vutcher who grievously oppressed the Indians. Yet when we examine 
the records of that period we discover that Cortes was charged with 
being altogether too popular with the Indians, and that he had cur- 
ried favor with them, the alleged purpose being to cut loose from 
Spain and establish himself as an independent ruler. This was a 
contributing cause to his disfavor at court. 

Bancroft, the historian, claims that the Spanish civil and ecclesias- 
tical authorities exercised a rigid censorship to prevent the writing 
of anything unfavorable to their rule. Yet he supports his charges 
against them by numerous references to works that indicate not only 
extreme laxity in the alleged censorship but equally extreme loose- 
hess in Mr. Bancroft's statement. 

Terry, in his guide book, prefers serious charges against all the 
Spanish viceroys in general. Yet when he reviews their individual 
terms in office he is compelled to praise many of them highly and can 
fnd cause for censure in only two, who ruled the country for but 
( vears out of nearly 300. 

When Charles Cullen translated the works of Clavigero he inter- 

polated a whole paragraph at an important point, entirely reversing 
the meaning of the author. Subsequent writers have cited this 
spurious paragraph to support their claims. 
William Butler, a missionary, went to Mexico in the early seventies. 
“ome 20 vears later he wrote a book in which he repeated many of 
the old calumnies. In closing his work he caps his mendacity by 
telling of the alleged discovery in Puebla of 13 mummified bodies of 
vrtims of the inquisition that had been buried alive. Mr. Butler 
himself claimed to have been present at the discovery of the thirteenth 
lily. To prove his assertions, he published a photograph of four 
of the alleged victims. This picture has been his undoing, for the 
mimmies shown in it are easily identified as those of some Dominican 
friars whose remains. to the number of 13, were discovered in 1861 
in the burial vaults. of their convent in Mexico City. They had died. 
like good Christians, in their beds. 

In its entirety Mr. Butler's statement is absolutely and utterly 
false, How close a scrutiny the balance of Mr. Butler's book might 
‘and may be left to the imagination. Nevertheless. Butler and his 
ilk have helped largelv in the molding of American opinion about 
Mexico and the: Mexican people. 
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In treating of events of the Juarez revolution, the historian Ban- 
croft mentions Ampudia, one of the generals of Juarez, as though 
he were a civilized human being, and he dismisses the killing of the 
priest of Zacapoaxtla with a couple of lines. The priest in question 
was seized in his home and badly beaten. Covered with blood and 
bruises he was dragged before Ampudia, who demanded that he take 
the oath to the constitution recently adopted by a triumphant mili- 
tary faction. Because he refused to do this, Ampudia caused his 
ears to be cut off, his eves to be plucked out. his tongue to be torn 
out. and unmentionable mutilation done besides. He was then 
dragged to the courtyard where he was shot and his body cut into 
quarters, The Juarez revolution differed only in detail from the 
Carranza revolution. Its general character was the same. The out- 
rages committed and the animus inspiring them were the same. 

r. KearruL. Was there any reason to believe that some of the 
first Spaniards rendered untrue reports in regard to conditions? 

Mr. Byam. There is every reason to believe it. 

Mr. Kearruu. Is that generally accepted by the later historians 
who have investigated the subject carefully? 

Mr. Byam. Yes, sir; it is accepted among them to-day. 

Mr. Kearruu. Are the works of those historians open to anybody 
who cares to Investigate the subject ? 

Mr. Bram. They are. . 

Mr. Kearrut. They would be open to Mr. Lind, if he should go 
into the library and ask for them, would they? 

Mr. Byam. They would. 

Mr. Krarruu. Mr. Lind’s attention was called to a very glowing 
description given by Mr. Bryan of a certain plantation in the State 
of Oaxaca, devoted to the cultivation of rubber, which Mr. Byam 
described as one of the American centers of civilization in Mexico. 
and Mr. Lind tried to avoid the effect of that by saying that the 
rubber enterprise in Mexico had resulted in failure and substantially 
was of no benefit to Mexico. What can you say about the rubber 
industry in Mexico? 

Mr. Bram. Mr. Lind’s statement that the rubber plantations were 
failures was incomplete. He failed to state why they were failures. 
The greater part of the rubber planting done in Mexico was done at 
a time which brought the trees into bearing at about the time of 
the outbreak of the revolution. The consequence has been that these 
rubber plantations, which might have been shipping a large quan- 
itv of rubber during the past seven years, have been unable to mar- 
ket their stuff because of the disturbed conditions. 

Mr. Kearen According to the testimony of a number of wit- 
nesses such plantations have been destroyed, the owners or managers 
having been driven out of the country. Would that have any effect 
upon the successful outcome of the rubber industry 4 

Mr. Byam. Most decidedly. There are a number of rubber plan- 
tations in the northern part of Chiapas which have been abandoned, 
their equipment has been destroyed. their buildings burned or suf- 
fered to fall into decay, the planted area grown up in weeds, and 
the plantations generally have returned to the primitive forest which 
existed prior to the commencement of operations by Americans 1 
that neighborhood. 
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Mr. KearruL. Whatever may be the truth about the success or 
failure of rubber enterprises in Mexico, what has been their effect 
upon the Mexican natives of the attempt to establish rubber plan- 
tations? 

Mr. Byam. To better their material welfare. 

Mr. KearruL, Has it given them work and secured money for 
them and benefited them in that way? 

Mr. Byam. It has, most decidedly. In the district where I was 
for a time, a large number of the farmers in the neighborhood found 
employment on these plantations from time to time, either as in- 
dividual laborers or as small contractors. As small contractors, they 
would contract to clear and plant a few acres, and would hire some 
of their less prosperous neighbors to assist them, and they would 
utilize some of the labor from their own farms. 

Mr. Kearrvy. Have you any observations to make upon the effect 
upon the cost of living in the United States by reason of the destruc- 
tion of Mexican cattle ranches and plantations in Mexico? 

Mr. Byam, I believe that that has had a very decided effect in 
increasing the cost of living. We pay more for our beef because 
the great herds of northern Mexico have been destroyed. We are 
paving more for our sugar because the sugar plantations in Mexico 
have been destroyed. Because of the disturbed conditions there we 
piy more for our chocolate, more for our vanilla, more for our 
ananas. 

Mr. KearruL. How about coffee and tobacco? 

Mr. Byam. The same may be said with equal justice for coffee 
and tobacco. 

Mr. Kearrun. Have you any theory which you could give for the 
benefit of the country, based upon your observation and experience 
and study, about the cause for the revolution in Mexico? 

Mr. Byam. From my study and ‘observation the fundamental 
čus is antireligious agitation. We find the beginning of it in 
the French Revolution. It spread to Mexico. through Spain. The 
frst Mexican revolution, or so-called war for independence, was 
really a civil war. Spain sent relatively few troops to Mexico. 
The most of her efforts were directed toward preserving the Spanish 
colonies in South America. The cause of the Spanish Crown was 
sustained in Mexico by the Creoles; that is, the Mexican-born de- 
‘endents of the Spanish conquerors. ‘There was no objection by 
them to independence of itself. What they fought for was to sus- 
tun a government of law and order. They fought the revolution 
because the revolution of that day sought to destroy wealth, and. 
n fact, it was what we would call to-day a bolshevik revolution. 
Vhen the time came. independence was secured by the very elements 
that had fought to sustain the Spanish Government. 

We find that the agitators of to-day are compelled to justify 
their efforts, and to do it they assume to attack the Spaniards as a 
clasg or as a race, and they erdenvor to show the Spanish Govern- 
ment or the ecclesiastical authorities hod oppressed the people. 

the extreme radicals gradually otired control until the complete 
ttumph came to Jaurez with the constitution of 1857. Thev en- 
‘eavored, and successfully, to secure the moral and material aid of 
the American people. The American people misunderstood the 
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movement and the object of it. If it had been known by its true 
name, and if the true purpose had been understood, the American 
people would have refused their aid or sympathy. 

he Mexican revohutionists have called themselves “ liberals.” 
when in point of fact they were socialists, and we know to-day that 
socialism does not differ greatly from bolshevism. Socialism is the 
theory, bolshevism the fact. The Mexican  revolutionists have 
claimed that they sought to establish religious hberty, when in point 
of fact they have sought to establish an atheistic tyranny. 

Mr. Kerarruv. In your study of Mexican history, and in arriving 
at the conclusions that vou have stated. are vou influenced in any 
way by vour individual religious convictions or sentiments? 

Mr. Byram. Not in the least. 

Mr. Krarrcn. As a matter of fact. are vou a member of the 
Catholic Church ? 

Mr. Byam. I am not. 

Mr. Kearrun, Have vou ever been? 

Mr. Byam. I never have been, nor any of my ancestors for 1° 
generations. | 

Mr. Kearrun. You say that vou believe that the fundamental cause 
of the revolution is anticlericalism, antireligion ? 

Mr. Byam. Antireligion. 

Mr. Kearrc,. How do vou account for that, in view of the fact 
that the Mexican people, almost as a whole. are members of the 
Catholic Church 4 

Mr. Bran. I account for that from the fact that the revolutionary 
activities in Mexico have always been confined to a very small per- 
centage of the population. It had its root in the revolution begun by 
Thidalgo. Hidalgo’s personal history is a partial explanation of what 
he sought to accomplish. According to his own confession, he mis- 
led his people, misled his following, and his following consisted very 
largely of ignorant Indians. His career was short. and was marked 
by extreme excesses, assassinations, destruction. According to his 
own confessions he personally gave the order for or permitted the 
execution of some TOO unarmed civilians whom he had captured in 
different places. 

The activities of Hidalgo and his successors created a spirit of law- 
lessness among certain classes of Mexicans and encouraged still others 
to defy the government. About the time that independence was se- 
cured many thousands had become scattered, and were living as vaga- 
bonds or pillagers, and it has been the perpetuation of that element 
which has furnished the forces for every revolutionary movement in 
the Republic of Mexico to the present day. 

Mr. Kearrun. If the influence of the Catholic Church in Mexico has 
been good, why was it necessary. in order to maintain the Government 
of Mexico, to assail the Catholic Church ? 

Mr. Byam. Because the church stood for law and order. By re- 
ferring to the pastoral letters issued by the Mexican bishops during 
the past 100 vears we find a constant and repeated admonition to 
keep the peace, to avoid disorder or violence, to obey the law. The 
result of that has been that the great majority of the Mexican people. 
who are Catholics, and who obey their pastors, have not resorted to 
violence or force to defend themselves against the attacks made upon 
them by the minority. 
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Mr. Kearrci. You believe, then, that the revolutionary movements 
and governments founded upon such movements in Mexico have pro- 
ceeded upon principles that were destructive of law and order? 

Mr. Bram. Entirely so; entirely so. 

Mr. Kearrtt. How do you account for the reign of law and order 
under Porfirio Diaz? 

Mr. Byam. Porfirio Diaz was, to a certain extent, an exception. 
He found his country in its normal state of disorder and exhausted, 
but throughout his rule he was ever on the alert against threatened 
revolt; and Porfirio Diaz had one defense which the others did not 
have and which was worth more to him than all his armies, and that 
was the threat of intervention. 

Mr. Kearrcn. Do vou think that another element that contributed 
to his success was that he favored the activities, especially the educa- 
tional activities, of the Catholic Church ? 

Mr. Byam. He did, to a certain extent, but only to a limited extent. 
In place of repealing the antireligious laws, the antiproperty laws. 
he preferred to encourage the violation of those laws, and from time 
to time exerted such pressure or influence in enacting such inimical 
legislation as would remind the Catholic people of Meo that he 
ad his government were opposed to their principles and their 
desires, 

Mr. Kearrc. Is it your idea that he took the course of permitting 
the church to operate contrary to the law, instead of repealing the 
law itself, so that he might be able to use the law as a means with 
whieh to curb the activities of any Catholics who might form a 
party against him ¢ 

Mr. Byam. That would be the result, and the result would indicate 
the intent. 

Mr. Kearrvi. Have you any opinion that vou care to express in 
regard to what this country ought to do, if anything, to prevent a 
recurrence of recent outrages in Mexico’ 

Mr. Byam. There is only one obvious remedy, considering present 
conditions. I do not want to be understood as advocating interven- 
tion or the exercise of force. but when we consider accomplished facts, 
when we consider the actual conditions existing in Mexico, there ap- 
pears to be but one certain remedy. From my knowledge of Mexico 
and my acquaintance with the Mexicans I am satisfied that if the 
majority element be given an opportunity ìt can and will establish 
a satisfactory form of goverment, a government that will discharge 
its international obligations as all civilized governments do. But to 
lo that they must have protection: to do that they must have back 
of them some force ahh will prevent their overthrow by some ca- 
Priclous military adventurer. 

Mr. KearruL. You mean some military adventurer, followed by 
the predatory element that has existed since the time of the Hidalgo 
revolution, as vou have described it? 

Mr. Byam. Exactly, the vagabond element, the criminal element, 
the restless element, that exists in every community in the world, 
which has been attracted for 100 vears in Mexico to follow any mili- 
tary adventurer that would promise pillage. The history of Mexico 
i filled with incidents of that kind. 
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` Mr. Kearruu. Do you think the reason the Carranza revolutionists 
have been able to proceed is largely because of the opportunity to 
pillage that was offered the followers of the revolution ? 

Mr. Byam. Precisely. 

Mr. Krarrut. Do you think the government Carranza has formed 
upon that revolutionary movement has been based upon the oppor- 
tunity for graft and private gain of the officials of the Government! 

Mr. Byam. I believe it is entirely so. 

Mr. Kearruut. And you think it is precisely that element that 
must be curbed, and against which it is necessary to give the better 
element protection, in order that the better element, the large- 
majority element, may have an opportunity to establish a civilized 
Government in Mexico? 

Mr. Byam. Exactly so. 

Mr. Kearrun. Do you believe that the great majority of the peo- 
ple possess the potentialities of good citizens if they are given a 
fair chance? 

Mr. Byam. I certainly do. They are law-abiding, they are indus- 
trious, they are thrifty, and they do not resort to violence. 

Mr. Krarrut. Do you believe such efforts would be well expended 
and would progress in the direction of good government ? 

Mr. Byam. I bahieve they would. i 

Mr. Kearrut. I have reached the end of the questions I had in 
mind to ask. Is there anything further vou care to state? 

Mr. Byam. Mr. Lind stated that the church was opposed to pub- 
lic schools. The opposition of the church in Mexico to the Govern- 
ment schools was not to the Government schools as such; that is, 
as Government institutions. The opposition was, first, to the Gov- 
ernment prohibition against church schools, and, second, opposition 
to the atheistic teachings of the Government schools. 

Mr. Kearrvn. Mr, Lind compared the sentiment in that respect 
to the sentiment of the church in this country in opposition to public 
schools. Is there any such sentiment that you have observed in this 
country that is comparable to what you have just stated in refer- 
ence to Mexico? 

Mr. Byam. My observation of the position of the Catholic Church 
toward public schools in this country has been that the Catholic 
Church is not opposed to publie schools per se—the Catholic Church 
wants its own schools. 

Mr. Kearrun. The same condition that exists in Mexico, whereby 
the Government of Mexico does not permit the Catholic Church to 
have its own shools, does not exist in this country, does it? In this 
country the Catholic Church is permitted to have all the schools 
it can establish: is not that correct? 

Mr. Byam. That is quite correct. 

Mr. Kearrun. So, therefore, the same condition that exists here 
does not at all compare with the conditions in Mexico? 

Mr. Byam. Not at all. 

Mr. Kearrcn. That is the point I desired to make. 

Mr. Byam. The Catholic Church in Mexico would be very glad 
if it were permitted the same liberties that it enjoys in this country. 

Mr. Kearrou. Mr. Lind referred to the Catholic Party in Mexico, 
in connection with his idea about the sentiment of the people toward 
the church, and that they had their opportunity through the Catholic 
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Party to assert their rights. What do you know about the so-called 
Catholic Party in Mexico as a political party ? 

Mr. Byam. The Catholic Party as a political party was organized 
at the time of the triumph of Madero, and by his encouragement. It 
vas organized by Mexican citizens who were Catholics. The church 
authorities had no official connection with it whatever. The name 
“Catholic Party ” was chosen to avoid any charge by their enemies 
that they were attempting or endeavoring to conceal their purposes, 
had another name been chosen. The Catholic Party in Mexico was 
organized for the express and announced purpose of securing, by 
constitutional and lawful means, the repeal of the anti-religious laws 
in Mexico, The Catholic Party nominated Madero as its candidate 
for president. As its candidate for vice president, however, it nomi- 
nated Dela Barra, I have not at hand any official figures, but speak- 
ing from memory, De la Barra secured some 60 per cent of the votes 
of Mexico. He was not, however, permitted to assume the office. 
That office was given arbitrarily to Pino Suarez, who had divided 
some 15 per cent of the vote with a number of lesser candidates. 

Mr. Kearrct, What knowledge have you in regard to the ability 
of the Mexican people to hold fair and free elections, if they were 
permitted to do so by the central government ? 

Mr. Byam. I would say that they are entirely competent to do so. 
In the State of Jalisco, in the election of January, 1912, 74 per cent 
of the voting districts of the State reported a total of over 92,000 
votes. Over 64 per cent of the votes cast were cast for the Catholic 
Party candidates. The significance of these figures will be more ap- 
parent when it is remembered that the opposition counted the votes. 

r. Kearrut. How do you account for such a result, in view of the 
reports and testimony we have had in regard to the unjust and un- 
fair elections that have prevailed in Mexico? 

Mr. Byaw. I think that is due largely to the fact that the subject 
bas not been given the study it merited. During the rule of Porfirio 
Diaz it was commonly understood that elections were a polite fiction, 
but considering the prevailing security of life and property, the people 
generally did not concern themselves with the niceties of democratic 
elections, The majority of the people were not favorable to the 
policies of Diaz, but so long as he gave them law and order they were 
submissive. 

Mr. Kearrun. This election in Jalisco that you have mentioned; 

vas that held under the supervision of the Federal authorities, or 
Was it purely a State election ? 
Mr. Byam. That was purely a State election; that occurred dur- 
ing the rule of Madero, but Madero’s political organization had not 
been sufficiently perfected to control all the elections in the manner 
that Diaz had managed affairs. 

Mr. Kearrer. It is one thing for a candidate to be elected and 
other thing for him to take office, as you have illustrated in the case 
of De la Barra. 

Mr. Byam. Exactly. 

_Mr. KearroL. So what is the use of fair elections in one or more 
States, if the result of it is not to be carried out? 

ir, Byam. It is utterly hopeless, unless there is back of it some 
force that will compel a just and orderly observance of the will of 
the people as expressed at the polls. That particular election in the 
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State of Jalisco is significant from the fact that the opposition had 
not developed force to attack the result of that election. Therefore. 
the governor and legislature elected were enabled to take their seats. 
to assume office, to exercise all the functions of government, to pass 
laws, which laws were enforced, but, of course, only for a short time, 
because there came the revolution which eliminated Madero, and 
following upon the heels of that the Carranza revolution. Neverthe- 
less, during the rule of Huerta, that element in Jalisco remained in 
power. Huerta did not disturb them in the State government, though 
he did change governors. They continued in power until the revolu- 
tion of the Carranza forces. The governor was driven out and the 
legislature dispersed, the laws annulled, and a military dictator ap- 
pointed by Carranza established in their place. 

Mr. Kearrcuv. If there is nothing further, you will be excused. 
The committee is very much obliged to you. 

(Whereupon, at 4.30 o'clock p. m., the committee adjourned, to 
meet again on Monday, May 3, 1920, at 10 o'clock a. m.) 
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UNITED STATES SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON Forties RELATIONS. 
Washington, D. C. 


Testimony taken at Washington, D. C.. May 3, 1920, by Francis J. 
Kearful, Esq., in pursuance of an order of the subcommittee of the 
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate. 


TESTIMONY OF NELSON O'SHAUGHNESSY. 


(The witness was duly sworn by Mr. Nearful.) 

Mr. Kearrvt. You may state vour name. 

Mr. O'Suactaunessy. Nelson O'Shaughnessy. 

Mr. Kearrci. What is vour present address ? 

Mr. O'Snavguyxessy. University Club, New York. 

Mr. Keane. Are vou a native-born American citizen f 

Mr. O'SHAUGHNESSY. I Was born in New York City on the 2th of 
February, 1876. 

Mr. Krarrtr. What connection have vou had with the Diplomatie 
Service of the United States ? 

Mr. O'SHaccuyessy. I entered the service on the Irth of March.” 
mg. Then I was successively secretary of different grades in the 
Diplomatic Service at Copenhagen. Berlin, St. Petersburg, Vienna, 
Bucharest, and Mexico City. 

Mr. Kearect. When did you go to Mexico, and how long did vou 
remain there ? 

Mr. O'Suatcuyxessy, I went to Mexico in 1911. arriving there the 
thof May, 1911, and I left Mexico City on the 23d of April, 1914. 

Mr. Kearrvr. Shortly after the landing of the American troops 
at Vera Cruz’ i l 

Mr. O'Suaveuxessy. Yes, sir. 

Mr, Kearren. What was your position in the Diplomatic Service 
in Mexico? 

Mr. O'Suacounessy. I was first second secretary of the embassy. 
ind then I was promoted to first secretary, and when the ambassador 
left I became chargé d'affaires. 

Mr. Kearrvy. Were vou there during the time of Porfirio Diaz? 

Mr. O'SHatGuyessy. Just toward the end for a few weeks. 

Mr. Kearrc,. You were there throughout the rule of Madero, were 
You not! 

Mr. O'Suarcunessy. I was there throughout the rule of Madero: 
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Mr. Kearrcn. Did you come in contact with Madero considerably! 

Mr. O’SHaucunessy. Yes; I came in contact with Madero very 
often: saw a great deal of him. 

Mr. KearruL. What character of man was Madero, with reference 
to his mental capacity ? 

Mr. O°Suavccunessy. Madero was a dreamer. I think that is the 
best description of Madero. He was a very unpractical person. 

Mr. Kerarrun. What was his attitude toward Americans, espe- 
cially with reference to official representations made to him with 
respect to American rights? 

Mr. O’SHAUGHNEsSY. Madero was a great procrastinator. I think 
that he accepted in theory the demands of the American Govern- 
ment as just, but he continually put off a solution of anything. I 
remember when the question of these claims for the people killed 
during his revolution on the border came up, I suggested to him 
that these were very small claims, but they are very irritating to 
the American people, and some day you will get congressional 
action from the United States on these claims which will embar- 
rass you still further. Why do you not pay them? Find out what 
will satisfy these people and settle them up, and I think it will 
save you much further embarrassment.” He said that was a very 
good idea, but he never took any action until about a year after- 
ward. Then Senor Pedro Lascurain took it up with Senor Calero, 
Mexican ambassador at Washington. I think Madero was willing 
to act promptly, but he did not have a well-organized government 
with him. You know he was sort of playing a lone hand; I mean 
he was not well supported. You remember how very irritating those 
claims were, for people who were shot on this side of the line dur- 
ing the Madero revolution, at Douglas and El Paso. 

Mr. Kearrun. What were Madero’s ideas with respect to the Mexi- 
can Government? You say they were impracticable, and he prac- 
tically stood alone. 

Mr. O’SHaucunessy. What were his ideas? 

Mr. Krarruu. Yes. 

Mr. O’Suaucunessy. Well, he wanted a division of a good many 
of the large estates, and he wanted to do it in a summary manner. 
At least, that was what he wanted to do in the beginning. Of course, 
there was a national organized opposition to such action. 

Mr. Kearrent. Was anything done during his rule to carry out 
that plan? 

Mr. O'Srnacennessy. I think, if my memory serves me right. that 
they passed a law in Congress appropriating large sums of money 
to buy certain lands. and distribute it among the peons, but I do 
not think that it was ever consummated. So far as the public do- 
main went, those were very often the lands the peons did not want. 
The peon wanted the lands he was living on. The Mexican Indian 
is generally very fond of the land. 

Mr. Kearruu. They wanted the cultivated or improved land? 

Mr. O’Suaucunessy. Yes: but I think the whole Mexican land 
situation has been very much exageerated. 

Mr. Kearrvn, Is it a fact that much more was heard about it in 
this country than in Mexico? 

Mr. O’Suavuaunessy. Yes; much more. 
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Mr. KearroL. What influence was exerted during the Madero 
tule by Gustavo Madero, the brother of the President? 

Mr. O’Smaucunessy. I think Gustavo practically ran the Gov- 
ernment. I know the entire patronage of the Mexican Government 
was in his hands. 

Mr. Kearrut. Was his method of running the Government in ac- 
corlance with the ideas of the President ? 

Mr. O’SHavcHNessy. No; I do not think they were. Madero, as 
le went on, became less theoretical and more practical. He was 
amuch more practical politician toward the end than he was at the 
heinning, which, I suppose, was natural. 

Mr. Kearrut. How did the rule of Madero toward the end ap- 
proximate the rule of Porfirio Diaz as to autocratic measures? 

= O’SHaucunessy. It became very much the same toward the 
end. 

Mr. KearruL. What was the reason for that? 

Mr. O'Smavannessy. Because it is the only way you can rule the 
country. 

Mr. Kearrut. Were you in Mexico at the time of the overthrow 
of Madero? 

Mr. O’'Snavcunessy. No; I was not. I was on leave then. I was 
appointed first secretary on the 12th of December, 1913, and I arrived 
back in Mexico on March 3, 1914. 

Mr. Kearrvn. That was after Huerta had assumed the presidency? 

Mr. O’'SHavccnwessy. Yes. 

Mr. Kearrvi. What opportunity did you have to become ac- 
uanted with Gen. Huerta ? 

Mr. O'SHavcunessy. Well, after I arrived in Mexico and Senor 
lela Barra became president ad interim I met Gen. Huerta just as 
he was voing out to Morelos on the first Zapata campaign. 

Mr. Kearrun, That was in 1911. was it not? 

Mr. O'Suavennessy. Yes. Then I met him when he came back, 
had lunch with him several times. Then I saw him just before he 
went off on the Orozco campaign. That was in 1912, and our mili- 
tarv attachés went with him in that campaign. So then when I 
went back to Mexico I knew Huerta well. I mean as one can know 
an official in a foreign Government. 

Mr. Kearrtt. What opportunities did you have to become further 
mid with him after he assumed the presidency ? 

Mr. O'Snacenxessy. Well, I found that the only way that I 
culd get any results out of the Government was to get them through 
luerta. so Ì was thrown in contact with him very often. In fact, 
upon one occasion I was instructed by Mr. Brvan to see the President 
inl make a certain request. 

Mr. Kearrut, When you returned to Mexico as first secretary had 
Henry Lane Wilson, the ambassador, left ? 

Mr. O'Sxavannessy. No. I returned on the 3d of March, and I 
think he went some time in April. I can not remember the date. 

Mr. KearruL, That was in 1913? 

Mr. O’'Savonnessy. That was in 1913. 

Mr. Kearrvt. What, character of man was Gen. Huerta ? 

Mr. O'SaavaHnessy. Well, Huerta was a strong character. He 
had always been very much feared by Diaz. Diaz considered him 
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the strongest man in the Mexican Army. You know the old Diaz 
fear of a successful general. Huerta always kept his word with me. 
He liked Americans. In fact, of all the Mexican public men I knew 
J] never saw one who really was so friendly toward Americans. I do 
not say toward the policies of our Government, but I mean toward 
Americans. He liked Americans. He realized that the progress of 
Mexico depended upon the amity of the United States. 

Mr. Nearrvn. What was his attitude toward Americans with re- 
spect to affording them protection for property and other interests‘ 

Mr. O’SHavGHnessy. I never requested protection from Huerta 
that he did not give it. if it was physically possible. Of course when 
the American Government requested protection for people who were 
in rebel territory he could not give it, but anywhere within the terri- 
torv in his control he always extended protection. 

Mr. Kearrv,. What was his attitude toward Americans after the 
taking of Vera Cruz? 

Mr. O’SHauGHNeEssy. Well, I went to see him the morning that it 
was taken, and I spoke to him of the danger of an outbreak in Mexico 
City, and he said: “ F shall see that that does not occur. IT will have 
the evening papers censored and have the streets patrolled.” which 
he did, and which I think shows a very broad spirit on his part. 
because the whole action was taken against him personally. 

Mr. Kearrun. What was the condition in Mexico City upon the 
taking of Vera Cruz with respect to actions of the mob? 

Mr. O'SHacoeunessy. Well, they paraded about, sang patriotic 
songs, pulled down the statue of George Washington, and there were 
a few street fights. and they serenaded the embassy, but I went around 
the streets on all the days I remained there after the taking of Vera 
Cruz: went out every day. 

Mr. Kearrut Did you know of any American being killed or as- 
saulted ¢ 

Mr. O"SHAUGHNEssY. No, sir. . 

Mr. Kearrub. Do you think that protection was due to the action 
taken by Huerta? 

Mr. OSHAUGHNEssy. Yes: I do. If Huerta had not issued the 1n- 
structions that he did, there would have been very serious quarrels 
and riots, Of that I am convinced. 

Mr. Kearrun. Did you know John Lind? 

Mr. O'SHaUCGHNEssy. Yes. 

Mr. Kearrun.. Were vou at the embassy when he was sent to Mexico 
to deal with Gen. Huerta ? 

Mr. OSHavcuNnessy. Yes: I was in charge of the embassy. 

Mr. Krarru.. Can you state briefly what vou understood his mis- 
sion to Mexico to be?’ 

Mr. OSHavcunessy. I understood that his mission in Mexico was 
to force the resignation of Huerta. to eliminate Huerta from Mexican 
politics. 

Mr. Kerarrun., What was his mission further with respect to 
Huerta’s successor ¢ 

Mr. O'SuatcHNessy. Well, Mr. Kearful. I really do not know that. 
l know that Mr. Lind was firmly convinced, at least. he wave me every 
reason to believe he was, that the only solution would be the triumph 
of the revolution under Carranza. Yes: Gov. Lind was a strong 
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Mr. KearrcL. Were vou present at an interview between John 
Lindand Mr. Gamboa, Huerta’s foreign minister, when Mr. Lind pre- 
vented his demands and instructions from President Wilson ? 

Mr. O'SHAUGHNESSY. Yes. 

Mr. Kearrvn. What was the nature of Lind’s attitude in his de- 
mands, with reference to their being peremptory or otherwise ¢ 

Mr. OSHavcunessy. Mr. Lind had a document signed bv the Chief 
Executive of the United States, which he presented. 

Mr. Kearrun. Did he have anything to say in addition to present- 
ing the document ? 

Mr. O'SHavGunessy. Lind saw Gamboa on several occasions. I 
thnk | was present twice, and the other times I was not present. 

Mr. Kearrut. Do vou remember whether Mr. Lind made any threat 
as to what would occur in case the demands made by him were not 
romphed with ? 

Mr. O'SwaveHnessy. Yes. Mr. Lind gave the Mexican Govern- 
ment to understand that, after exhausting the various remedies 
which the American (rovernment thought proper. they would use 
force, 

Mr. KearevL. Shortly stated; did you understand him to say to 
Mr. Gamboa that if these demands were not complied with the 
United States would intervene by force? 

Mr. O'SHaveHnessy. That was my understanding. 

Mr. Kearevn. When Mr. Lind arrived in Mexico, did he have 
any knowledge of Mexican conditions? 

Mr. O'SHavaHnessy. I do not think he did. 

Mr. Kearrcn. Did he know any Spanish ? 

Mr. O'Saaccunessy. No. At least not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Kearrvn. Did he undertake to inform himself upon any sub- 
ect before he presented his demands to the Mexican Government? 

Mr, O'Snavennessy. Well, Mr. Lind did his work. drew up his 
papers and documents. without anv aid from me whatsoever, and I 
do not know what he studied or what he did. 

Mr. Kearrvi. He presented his demands within a very short 
tme after his arrival, did he? i 

Mr. O'SHavcHnessy. In a very short time; ves. 

Mr. Kearrun. Within a day or two? 

Mr. O'Snaccunessy. Yes. Within a day or two. The first inter- 
view, [ think, was the second day after he arrived. 

Mr. Kearrvi. Did you ever have any conversations with Mr. 
Lind in which he expressed his views mn regard to what the trouble 
Was in Mexico? 

Mr. O'SHaveHNessy. Yes: I had a good many conversations with 
Mr. Lind alonog those lines. | 

Mr. Kearrvn. What did he say on that subject ? 

Mr, O'SHavcunessy, Well, he was very bitter against the large 
English interests there, the large English oil interests, and he 
attribnted Mexico's ills very largely to the religious situation and 
lo the oil companies, especially Lord Cowdray. 

Mr. Krarrun. He thought the ills of Mexico were largely due to 
the influence of the Catholic Church ? 

Mr. O'SuataHnessy. Yes: he stated that to me. 

Mr. Kearrun. Did he give any expression of his sentiments as to 
what should be done to remedy that condition? 
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Mr. O’SHaucunessy. No; he did not. 

Mr. KrarruL. Did you have any conversation with him with ref- 
erence to the persecution of the church and the killing of priests by 
the Carranza revolutionists? . 

Mr. O’SHavucunessy. Well, I told him that I thought it was a 
very great mistake for the Government of the United States to ally 
itself with people who did those kinds of things, but I think he 
considered such acts were incident to a revolution. 

Mr. Kearrvci. Do you remember, after he had failed in his deal- 
ings with the Huerta Government, that he went to Vera Cruz, and 
while he was there he made a trip to Pass Christian to see President 
Wilson? 

Mr. O’SHavennessy. I do. 

Mr. Kerarruu. Did you have any conversation with him after that, 
in which he expressed to you the sentiments of himself and President 
Wilson with respect to the killing of priests by the Carranza army! 

Mr. O’Snavennessy. Yes; I did. He did not say those were the 
President’s sentiments. 

Mr. Kearrut. What did he say? What was the conversation, and 
where did it occur? 

Mr. O’Suavucunessy. That occurred in Mexico City, after he came 
up the second time. You remember he came up, I think it was in 
November. He came up there for a few days, and returned to Vera 
Cruz. 

Mr. Kearrut. What was the conversation? 

Mr. O’SraucHnessy. Well, I do not remember the conversation 
very much in detail. Mr. Lind at that time was very prejudiced 
and very much under the influence of the extreme radicals in Mexico. 
He seemed at times overwraught and nervous. 

Mr. Kearrvun. Can vou state the substance of what he said on the 
subject mentioned ? ; 

Mr. O’Suavucnunessy. I had so many conversations with Mr. Lind, 
I saw him so often, as he lived in the embassy, that I can not remem- 
ber in an exact manner exactly what he said. 

Mr. Krarror. Were you present with him when something was 
mentioned about the persecution of priests by the Carranzistas? 

Mr. O’Srraveunessy. Yes. 

Mr. Kearrvun. What, if any, remarks did he make expressing his 
sentiments in regard to it? 

Mr. O’SHavcunessy. Well, I considered that it was pleasing to 
him. 

Mr. Krarrcn. Did you judge that from what he said? 

Mr. O’SracGunessy. I judged that from what he said; yes. 

Mr. Krarevn. Did vou get any impression from what he said as 
to whether President Wilson agreed with that sentiment on his part? 
Mr. O’SuaccHnessy. No: that I did not. I can not go that far. 

Mr. Kearruv. Did he sav anything that gave you to understand 
that he was not shocked by the fact that the Carrancistas had killed 
priests in the interior. 

Mr. O’SHaccuyessy. No; I do not think it shocked him. The Car- 
ranza people evidently thought that these atrocities were not un- 
pleasing to the American Government, and T do not think at that 
time that this Government made any protest to its accredited repre- 
sentatives with the revolutionists. 
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Mr. Kearrut. Did you know of any expressions on the part of 
Members of the Cabinet or President Wilson excusing the excesses 
of the Carrancistas against the church? 

Mr.0’SHavaunessy. Yes. Secretary Baker, in the autumn of 1916, 
when these atrocities were mentioned in the campaign, made a state- 
ment that even our soldiers in the Revolution against England com- 
mittel analogous acts, which, of course, is not borne out by history. 

Mr. Kearrut. Did he take the position that the Carranza revolu- 
tion was on a par with our revolutionary movement ! 

Mr. O’SHavaHnessy. Yes. 

Mr. Knarrut. Did you come in contact with a great many Ameri- 
cans who were living and operating in Mexico while you were there? 

Mr. O'SHavcHnessy. Yes. A great many of them. 

Mr. KearruL. What character of people were they? 

Mr. O’SHaucHNessy. Well. miners, lawyers, doctors, people in 
trades. oil operators. I think generally they were very representative 
and a very good element, and did more to make Mexico a modern 
country than any other foreigners. 

Mr. Kearrun. How did they compare with their fellow citizens in 
this country engaged in similar pursuits ? . 

Mr. OSuaconxessy. I think they compared very favorably. 

Mr. KearrcL. Do you know whether they demanded or received 
any special privileges which gave them advantages over Mexicans or 
other foreigners operating in Mexico’ 

Mr, O'SHAUGHNESSY. T ever knew of any. All the privileges 
were granted under general laws. 

Mr. KearroL. Which were open to anybody who desired to take 
advantage of them ? 

Mr. O’'SHavennessy. Which were open to anybody who desired to 
take advantage of them. The Government merely had to be peti- 
tioned and the necessary form gone through and they were open to the 
world, 

Mr. Krarrct. Were the Americans there generally a class of law- 

abiding people? 
Mr. O'SHavounessy. Yes. While I was there there were exceed- 
ingly few cases where an American citizen was arraigned for any 
disorderly conduct or any breaking of the regulations of the Mexican 
Government. 

Mr. Kearrut. From vour knowledge and experience in Mexico. 
what is your opinion with respect to the policy pursued by this Gov- 
ernment toward Huerta ? 

Mr. O’'Snavounessy. I think it was fundamentally wrong. Until 
the 4th of March, 1913, T was taught that the paramount interest of 
the country is the protection of the lives and property of its citizens, 
hot the reforming of foreign governments or siding with the revolu- 
tionary movements against a foreign government, which have nothing 
todo with the interest of its citizens or their property; but the present 
administration does not seem to think so. By the recognition of the 
Huerta government we would have continued in Mexico an organ- 
ed government which we could have dealt with and which would 
have lived up to its international agreement with the United States, 
for the Huerta government was exceedingly anxious to have the good 
will of the United States, and Gen. Huerta realized that without the 
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good will of the United States no Mexican government can exist, as 
has been amply proven by the history of Mexico during the last six 
years. 

Mr. KearruL. Did you ever know of any other incident in the 
diplomatic history of the United States in which this Government 
undertook to eliminate the de facto head of a foreign government and 
to say what sort of a government the people should have? 

Mr. O’SHavucuHnessy. No. Of course, this Government did take 
action against Maximilian, which was perfectly natural, as the estab- 
lishment of Maximilian’s government there would have been very re- 
pugnant to our ideas and would have been an infraction of the Monroe 
doctrine. It was a case of self-protection. 

Mr. Kearrun. That was the establishment of a government in Mex- 
ico by European powers, was it not! 

Mr. O’SHauGHnessy. Yes. 

Mr. Kearrut. But with respect to the establishment of a govern- 
ment by the people themselves ? 

Mr. O’SHavuGHNEssy. Never. But we seem to be in an era of 
meddling. ` 

Mr. Kearruy. What have you observed to be the results of the 
policy that were produced with respect to the eliminating Huerta and 
the substitution of a government of our own choice? 

Mr. O’SHaucunessy. Well, the present chaotic state of Mexico. 
That is the best answer to that, I think. 

Mr. Kearrun. Did Gen. Huerta ever give expression in conversa- 
tions with you to his estimate of what the revolutionists would do if 
they should come into power by the aid of the United States? 

Mr. O’SHavucunessy. Yes. He said that by his overthrow organ- 
ized government would cease to exist in Mexico, and that the revolu- 
tionary party would never be able, in his opinion, to bring about 
organized and orderly government. I telegraphed the Department 
of State once a statement that Huerta made along those lines. I can 
not remember the exact wording of it. I likewise informed the De- 
partment of State fully as to the anti-Americanism and dislike of the 
United States of Carranza. 

Mr. Krarruu. The anti-American attitude of Carranza? 

Mr. O’SuHavcHunessy. Yes. I mean his dislike of the United States. 

Mr. Krarrun. Do you remember in one of Huerta’s conversations 
with you, of which you made a memorandun, he stated something 
like the following: “ The present task in Mexico is not one of estab- 
lishing democracy, but of establishing order. Before peace can be 
established in Mexico there must be a general reconstruction of the 
svstem of government, as opposed to that established by Porfirio 
Diaz, whose goverament, however, was a necessity of the times and 
circumstances. I do not criticize the rebels of the north thoughts, but 
they will never, in the event of their triumph, be able to establish a 
government in Mexico, and one of their first acts, if they ever do 
triumph, will be to turn upon the United States, whom they are now 
raisin $ 
j Mr. E RE I remember that perfectly; yes. 

Mr. Krarrci. Do you know whether the rebels, after they tri- 
umphed, did turn upon the United States? 

Mr. O’SHavucunessy. I think that it is a known fact that they did. 
They did not join with this country in the war, but did what they 
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could to give comfort to its enemies. They passed laws which have 
embarrassed foreigners, and, of course, Americans, in the carrying 
out of their business. They have certainly shown no friendship 
toward the United States in any way. More Americans have been 
murdered in the last six years than ever before. I think that is a fact, 
isitnot! None of the outstanding questions have been settled. 

Mr. Kearrvt. The records show that. Did you ever have any 
reason to believe that our ambassador to Mexico, Mr. Henry Lane 
Wilson, was concerned in the effort to overthrow Madero, or had any 
knowledge of the assassination of Madero until afterwards? 

Mr. O’'SHavcHnessy. I am convinced that Mr. Wilson had no 
ore knowledge and nothing to do with it in any way whatsoever, 
and I never found any evidence of such knowledge during my time 
in Mexico. Mr. Wilson simply did what was the best to do at the 
time. and he should have received the thanks of the administration 
instead of the treatment which he did receive. 

Mr. Krarrvt, Do you know what the feeling was among the 
iig in Mexico as to the work that was done by Henry Lane 

ilson? 

Mr. O'SHaucunessy. The feelings of Americans in Mexico, with- 
wit exception, was one of satisfaction and commendation. 

Mr. Kearrur. Have you any opinion that you care to express as to 
what this country ought to do, if anything, to protect Americans in 
Mexico or prevent the recurrence of the outrages that have been per- 
petrated upon them ? 

Mr. O'Smaconnessy. If this Government had held the present 
Mexican Government to its obligations, and not let the matter slide 
along and merely protest, it would have had much more effect. If 
thev can kill Americans with impunity and only receive protests, of 
conrse, it does not deter them from doing it in the future. 

Mr. Krarror. What is your opinion as to what ought to be done 
in the present state of affairs, if anything ? 

Mr, O'SuavcHnessy. Well, at the present moment I do not know 
verv much about the relationship of this Government to the Mexican 
lovernment. nor do I know how far the Mexican Government is able 
to protect Americans. I do not believe that the present Mexican 
Government worries itself very much about the protection of Ameri- 
rans. if it could I doubt if it would do better. 

Mr. Kearrut. But you believe that American citizens who have 
sone to Mexico on the invitation of the Mexican Government, guar- 
inteeing them the protection of its laws, are entitled to receive it. do 
vou not ? 

Mr. O'SHavounessy. Certainly, I believe they are entitled to re- 
relve it, but if their own Government will not support them how can 
re aay the Mexican Kovernment to take its obligations very 
‘eriously @ 

Mr. Kearrot. What, in your opinion, ought to be done to remedy 
that situation ? 

Mr. O'Suaccunessy. The Mexican Government should be told 
that they must live up to their international obligations or the United 
“ates will follow out that which may be best in its opinion to enforce 
those obligations. 

Mr. Kearect. Would vou stop at telling them that? 

Mr. O’Suaucunessy. No: I would not. 
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Mr. Kearrun. Do you think that such a statement would be re- 
spected by them ? 

Mr. O’SHacGunessy. If they believed that it meant action, it 
would be respected. 

Mr. Keanrcn. After many demands which have not been followed 
up by action, what do you think would be necessary to make them 
believe that action would follow ? 

Mr. O'Sravceunessy. A time limit: that certain things must be 
done within a certain time. : 

Mr. KrarrreL. If there is nothing done. what should follow? 

Mr. O’SHavcaunessy. That would have to go to Congress. 

Mr. Kearrun. Would you be in favor of armed intervention by 
this conntry in Mexico, if the present attitude of the Mexican Gov- 
ernment should be continued ? 

Mr. O’SuacGunessy. Well, I would only be in favor of a tem- 
porary Intervention as a very last resort, after the exhaustion of all 
other remedies. 

Mr. Kearrun. What course do von think that such intervention 
should take. other remedies being exhausted ? 

Mr. O°Suavcunessy. Blockading of their ports. closing of the 
northern frontier, various coercive measures which could be brought 
to bear upon them. IT think it is a very remote necessity. and I trust 
that we will get a Government in Mexico in the near future that will 
be prepared to live up to its obligations, and that we will be able to 
establish an era of good feeling between the two countries. I have 
never been an interventionist, and T like the Mexican people exceed- 
ingly, and Í believe they have within their borders men who can 
govern the country properly. 

Mr. Kearrer, What do vou think about the large number of Mexi- 
cans who are exiled from their country: as to whether they are of 
the type that can be relied on for the establishment of a Government! 

Mr. OSuacerenessy. I think some of the best men in Mexico are 
exiled. The Mexican Government should grant a general and un- 
conditional amnesty to all refugees. 

Mr. Krarrut. Do you believe it would be worth while to take 
coercive measures merely for the temporary purpose of compelling 
a compliance with demands? 

Mer. O'SrtatvauNessy. No: T do not. 

Mr. Kearrvi. Do you think that any measures that might be 
taken should be toward the establishment of permanent peace? 

Mr. O'Sravciunessy. Toward the establishment of a permanent 
government, with which we could do serious business. 

Mr. Krarrce. What have vou observed as to the influence of the 
Catholic Church in Mexico upon the natives, as to whether it has 
been good or bad? 

Mr. O'Snavcunessy. Well, the Catholic Church is the traditional 
church of Mexico and the majority of Mexicans, of course, are Roman 
Catholics. So far as the educational system of Mexico is concerned, 
that was taken out of the hands of the ehurch in 1857 and taken over 
by the Government, and if the Mexicans are uneducated it is because 
the Government has not lived up to its promises. 

Mr. Kearrut. Has it been your observation that the principal 
edueational work that has been done in Mexico has been done by the 
Catholic Church ? 
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Mr. O'SwaucHnessy. Well, all the famous men in Mexico before 
1857 were educated by the church, by the Catholic schools. There 
has never been real popular education in Mexico. There are many 
parts of Mexico where the school houses were built by the Govern- 
ment but no teachers provided. Huerta told me that the crying 
necessity of Mexico was teachers. 

Mr. Kearrun. In view of the fact that the great majority of the 
Mexican people are Roman Catholics, and the further fact, as I 
understand you, that the influence of the Catholic Church in Mexico 
has not been a bad thing for the people, how do you account for the 
persecution of the Catholics as an organization on the part of the 
(overnment of Mexico? 

Mr. O’Suaucunessy. Well, that is a traditional matter. That 
comes down from the days of the Wars of Reform, and from the 
time when the great Catholic organization owned the richest lands in 
the country. In Mexico that is traditional. 

Mr. KearroL. Mr. Lind, in his testimony, referred to the Catholic 
party in Mexico as a political party, which, if its principles were 
supported by the people, might very well control the Government. . 
What do you know about the Catholic party? 

Mr. O'SuavcHnessy. The Partido Catolico was in a way the suc- 
cessor of the old conservative party in Mexico but I think it was 
very short lived. 

Mr. Kearru,. When was it established ? 

Mr. O’Smaccunessy. I do not really know. I know that in the 
Madero elections of 1911 they played a certain part and worked 
for Madero, and I think took a certain part in several of the sub- 
sequent elections, but I never knew. I was never intimately con- 
nected with any of the leaders of it. I could not very well be con- 
nected with any political movement in the country. 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you know whether it was a party dominated 
by the church, or whether it was a party of citizens? 

Mr. O’SHaccunessy. I think it was a party of citizens who were 
opposed to religious persecution, which exists in many Latin coun- 
tries where anticlericalism is active. 

Mr. Kearrvz. What do you understand to be the basis for anti- 
cericalism 2 

Mr. O'Suavaunessy. I think anticlericalism has a traltionel 
basis, and comes from the days of the clerical domination and pav- 
teipation in the civil affairs of the country. It is also anti- 
Christian, and not only anti-Catholic. 

Mr. Kearrvn. It has been testified here that the basis of anti- 
‘lericalism in Mexico is that the church teaches morality and stands 
for law and order and is opposed to revolutionary movements and 
revolutionary governments founded upon loot and graft. 

Mr. O'SHavennessy. That is true. The Catholic authorities in 
Mexico have always stood for peace and order. 

Mr. Krarrvn. What do you know about the methods of holding 
élections in Mexico? Did they ever come under your observation? 

Mr. O'Swavennessy. Well, I know that very few people vote, and 
a good many people do not vote because they are afraid if they vote, 
and the party they vote against gets into power, they fear reprisals, 

e Indians fear that it will lead to their being taxed and con- 
<ripted for the army. 
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Mr. KerarruL. In holding elections, every man must state publicly 
for whom he votes? i 

Mr. O'SuavoHnyessy. They have not the secret ballot there, as 
far as I know. I never investigated their forms, but I do not think 
they have the secret ballot. The votes are in most cases not counted. 
I remember after the Madero election, when no other serious candi- 
dates were in the field excepting Madero, I went into the House of 
Deputies, where I saw in a room there stacks and stacks of ballots 
which had come in from various parts of Mexico and had never 
been opened or counted. 

Mr. KearruL. After the result of the election had been declared? 

Mr. O'SHAUGHNESSY. Yes. 

Mr. Kearrvn. Did you observe the manner of holding elections 
that took place during the time of Huerta? 

Mr. OSravcHNessy. Well, T know that an election did take place. 
I presume it was very much along the same lines as other election- 
in Mexico. 

Mr. KResrrur. You did not visit any of the polling places? 

Mr. O’SHavGHNessy. No: but I believe it represented the will of 
the people as much as any other election. 

Mr. Kea In other words, you think that the elections im 
Mexico generally do not represent the will of the people? 

Mr, O’SuHavennessy. Up to the present time thev certainly do not. 

Mr. Kearrur. Do you think it is possible to hold an election in 
Mexico which would be free and fair as it is understood in this 
country ? 

Mr. O’SHavcuHnessy. I think it would be possible, but T think it 
would be very difficult and improbable. | 

Mr. Krarrun. Do you believe it would be possible for any candi- 
date who might be oppo by the governmental authorities to take 
his seat as a result of the expression of the will of the people? 

Mr. O’SHaveunessy. No; I do not. 

Mr. Kearrun. Mr. Buckley. in his testimony before the committee. 
referring to the attitude of Mr. Lind, said: 

In a conversation with Mr. O'Shaughnessy. on a remark of the latter that 
he had just received a report to the effect that several Catholic priests had been 
killed, Mr. Lind stated that this was good news, that the more Catholic priests 
they killed in Mexico the better it would suit him, and the more pleased the 
President would be. 

When Mr. Lind was testifving he was asked whether he made any 
such statement to vou, and he denied having made any such state- 
ment, most positively and emphatically, and further testified that 
he had never stated that he attributed the ills of Mexico to the Catho- 
lic Church, and denied that he ever entertained such sentiments. Is 
it true or not that Mr. Lind made any such statement to vou in re- 
spect to the killing of Catholic priests? 

Mr. O’SHavcGHNessy. I regret very much to say that Mr. Lind did 
make that statement. I must add, however, that he did not, to my 
memory, bring in the name of the President of the United States. 
He did not say anything about the President. 

Mr. Krearrcen. Did that conversation occur after his visit to the 
President at Pass Christian ? 

Mr. O’SuHavcuHnessy. Yes. 
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Mr. Kearrcr. Did you receive any impression from his conversa- 
tion with you as to whether the President disagreed with him in 
regard to his sentiments ¢ 

{r.O’SHaucunessy. I have no impressions along those lines. The 
whole policy of the administration toward Mexico from March 4, 
1913, to the present day, and especially the taking of the Port of 
Vera Cruz, by which we broke a treaty, is so preposterous and so 

, damaging to our good international name that the sooner we forget 
about it think the better. It was brutal, unwarranted, and stupid, 
and has harmed us greatly in Latin America. 

Mr. Kearrun. Are there any other matters you care to mention? 

Mr. O'Suatcunessy. Not that I can think of at the present mo- 
ment. 

Mr. Kearrcy. That is all I care to ask vou. 

(Whereupon. the committee adjourned subject to the call of the 
chairman.) 
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UNITED STATES SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON Foreign RELATIONS, 
Washington, D. C. 
Testimony taken at Washington, D. C., on May 5, 1920, by Francis 
J. Kearful, Esq., in pursuance of an order of the subcommittee of 
the Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate. 


TESTIMONY OF G. W. BARTCH. 


(The witness was duly sworn by Mr. Kearful.) 

Mr. KearruL. You may state your full name. 

Mr. Barreu. G. W. Bartch. 

Mr. KearroL. Where do you live? 

Mr. Barreu. Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Mr. Kearrur. What is your profession? 

Mr. Barrou. Lawyer. 

Mr. KearrcL. You have been summoned to give the committee the 
benefit of your knoweldge of Mexico, based upon your experience and 
your Investigations. hat opportunities have you had to learn con- 
ditions in Mexico ? 

Mr. Barreca. Before the revolution I was in Mexico a number of 
times. The first time I went down to Mexico was in 1907, to make 
an examination of some mining districts and the mining law in 
Mexico, and mining districts in the State of Oaxaca, with a view to 
the tonnage that would come to a railroad. I was sent there bv some 
people in New York, or in the East. I made an examination and 
a comparison of the mining laws of Mexico with our own mining 
aws and reported to them. I believe I stated that was in August, 
IW. I went down in July and came back in August. 

Mr. KearruL. What sort of experience did you have in Mexico? 

r. Bartcn. The parties then obtained a concession from the 
Mexican Government to build a railroad from Salina Cruz to 
Acapulco, and from the junction of the Rio Verde River to the City 
of Oaxaca, and I became general counsel. After that I made a 
number of trips down to Mexico City and to the City of Oaxaca and 
that southern country, until October, 1911, which was the last trip 

made in the interests of the company. 

Mr. Kearrcn. What sort of experience did you have personally in 
the country ? 

Mr. Barreu. Well, I organized a holding company for them, for 
the railroad company. The railroad company was organized under 
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the laws of New Jersey. and the holding company under the laws of 
Arizona. Then I went with them over the line of the road, and 
was sent down afterwards to purchase the Oaxaca and Ejutla Rail- 
road, which I did purchase. I looked over the line in the Valley 
of Oaxaca, and visited several other mining districts a number of 
times, and in the course of my employment I had considerable busi- 
ness at Mexico City with the department of the Government, and I 
became acguainted with a number of leading Mexicans, including 
President Diaz and Senator Tomacho, Senator Jose Castelasos, and 
Gen. Aguilar, who was chief of President Diaz’s staff. I became 
acquainted also with a number of attorneys there. Lic Gande was 
one, and Lic Vasconcelos. 

Mr. Kearruv. What was the nature of the railroad concession 
that you mentioned ? 

Mr. Barrcu. The railroad concession gave the corporation the 
right of way over the national lands, along the entire line, and also 
facilities at Acapulca and Salina Cruz, and in harbors along the 
coast. and made connections with the City of Oaxaca and the Mexi- 
can Southern road there, and a narrow gauge running into the City 
of Oaxaca from Puebla, for a period of, as I now recollect it, 10 
years. It may have been longer. It also provided that they should 
take in all their material from foreign countries free of duty and 
exempt from all taxes, state or national, as I now recollect, for a 
period of 15 vears. It was quite a valuable concession. 

Mr. Kearrun. And in consideration of those privileges and ex- 
emptions, what was the concessionaire required to dof 

Mr. Bartrcu. He was required to build the road and complete it 
within a certain time. 

Mr. Kearrut. What security did he have to give, if any? l 

Mr. Bartcu. To put up, as I recollect it, $96,600 in Mexican 1n- 
ternal bonds. I am not sure of that term, but it was Mexican bonds. 
I think it was internal bonds. They bore 3 per cent interest, I think. 
That was put up by them. 

Mr. KrarruL. What became of that security ? 

Mr. Bartcna. It is still there, so far as I know. 

Mr. Kearruu. Was the road ever built? 

Mr. Bartcu. The road was not built. 

Mr. Kearruu. Why not? 

Mr. Bartcu. On account of the revolution. I might say here that 
during my visits down there in President Diaz’s reign we found 
everything very agreeable. There seemed to be peace everywhere. 
We were not disturbed. In fact, so far as my own personal treat- 
ment was concerned, it could not have been better. I do not recollect 
of ever having an improper word said to me. I felt perfectly free. 
I slept with the people in the mining camps and on the ranches, where 
they had no locks or doors, and never had anything disturbed. In 
the city of Oaxaca, I used to sleep with my doors and windows open. 
and when I went away for a number of days or for a longer period 
I left my things right in my room and had nothing disturbed. The 
country was under admirable control, as I thought. I felt just as 
safe there as I did in Salt Lake City, as far as that is concerned. 
That continued until after the revolution broke out. 

Mr. Kearrcr. Just a moment, before you go into that. Are you 
more or less familiar with the policies of the American Congress in 
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the past in granting aid to the construction of transcontinental rail- 
roads across the western part of the United States? 

Mr. Bartcu. My recollection of that is that the American Con- 
gress issued bonds to the Union Pacific from Omaha to Ogden in 
the sum of $25,000,000, and to the Central Pacific from Ogden to San 
Francisco in the sum of $27,000,000, and in addition to that granted 
them every alternate section of Government land on each side of the 
railroad for a distance of 20 miles. 

Mr. Kearru.. And in the case of the disposal of any of thesaJands 
before the definite location of the road, lands to a further extent 
were oranted in lieu of those? 

Mr. Bartcn. Yes, sir; that is my understanding. 

Mr. Kearrvt. Do you remember whether it was a general prac- 
tive to make these large land grants to aid in the construction of 
railroads? 

Mr. Bartcu. I think so. 

Mr. Kearrvi. Were there any grants of land, or grants of money 
or bonds to the railroads that vou had to do with in Mexico? 

Mr. Barrcn. No; we had no subsidy. I might say now that it 
was understood that we had one of the best concessions that had 
ben granted there, but there was nothing of that kind granted. 

Mr. Kearrvr. That is, the concession you obtained was con- 
sidered more favorable than those under which the other roads had 
been constructed 2 

Mr. Barrcu. It was considered quite favorable. We were better 
protected than others, and we had these exemptions from taxation. 

Mr. Kearrvt. What would have been the results to the country, 
by way of benefits or otherwise. by the building of that railroad 
you have mentioned ? 

Mr. Bartcu. Well, the building of that railroad would have made 
a connecting link between the Guatemalan Railroad with the Mexi- 
can Central and other roads in Mexico City, connecting at the City 
of Oaxaca with a narrow gauge, but in contemplation finally for 
us to build to Mexico City. However, we had no concession for 
that. Under Diaz’s administration, though, I think we could have 
gotten it. That would have meant a transcontinental line through 
both countries clear up to Canada, and to my mind would have 
established a great transcontinental line which would have been 
` of great benefit to the two countries, and would have been of im- 
mense benefit and interest to Mexico in getting a market for the 
produce of that southern country, and also to this country in getting 
the advantage of the Mexican products, and Mexico's other re- 
sources, hidden resources, that were not vet developed. 

Mr. KearruL. Did you ever personally have a conversation with 
Porfirio Diaz, in which he expressed his sentiments in regard to 
the desirability for Mexico of encouraging Americans and Ameri- 
can capital to come into that country ? 

Mr. Bartcr. Yes, sir. 
ae KrarruL. Please state what sentiments he expressed in that 
regard. 

Mr. Barreu. Gen. Humphrey and I and several others, I do not 
recollect them all, now, called on Porfirio Diaz in 1907, and had 
an interview with him, through an interpreter. The President 
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could talk English some, but in his interviews he generally talked 
through an interpreter. The interview was very pleasant and very 
satisfactory. He said, referring to the people there, “ We like you 
Americans. You are a progressive people. We like to have you 
come among our people, so that our people will learn your ways. 
Our people don’t know. They have not had the opportunity and 
they are not educated as your people. We must educate them.” 

On another occasion, a friend of mine said to me, and I am not 
sure whether that was not also stated in that interview, that in ref- 
erence to the political conditions there, “ Our people can not vote 
as your people. They are not educated. We must educate them, 
and then they can vote the same as the people of the United States.” 

He expressed himself quite forcible to me frequently, in regard to 
our colonies of Americans, or American colonies. He said they 
were industrious, and if I mistake not he said they were the best 
colonists they had had, and spoke of some of the fruit and various 
things they cultivated in tilling the soil. It was not alone Porfirio 
Diaz, but those who were interested with him. They seemed to be 
very friendly. 

I talked with Senator Jose Castelasos many times on that subject. 
He had been three times President of the Mexican Senate, and was 
a scholarly gentleman, a man that probably understood Mexican 
affairs as well as any other man in Mexico. 

Mr. Kearrvi. By the way, do you know where Senator Jose Cas- 
telasos is now living? 

Mr. Bartrcu. The last I heard of him, I had a card from him not 
long ago, he was still in New York. 

Mr. Kearrcu. He is living there as an exile from Mexico, is he! 

Mr. Bartcu. Yes, sir. He was well versed in governmental affairs, 
and he took me on several occasions to the Mexican Senate, when it 
was in session, and I met quite a number. At that time they had 
some strong men. There is no doubt about that. There were a 
number of other men I became acquainted with, among them Fran- 
cisco de la Barra. 

Mr. Krearrcu. He also is exiled, is he not? 

Mr. Barrcn. That is my understanding. Limantour was a strong 
man, a strong financier. So was Gamboa. (Gamboa was a greal 


statesman, in my opinion. 
Mr. Krarrvn. He was Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Rela- 


tions? 
Mr. Barrcu. He was the secretary under the Huerta administra- 


tion. 

Mr. Kearrvyu. He was subsecretary under Diaz? 

Mr. Bartrcu. Yes. There was a strong coterie of men there that 
were capable of running the Government. 

Mr. Kearrcy. What was the attitude of Porfirio Diaz and the 
other official Mexicans toward the Mormon colonies in the northern 
part of Mexico? 

Mr. Bartrcu. Quite favorable, as far as I could ascertain. 

Mr. Kearruu. Were they glad to have them there? 

Mr. Barrcu. Yes. 

Mr. Kearrcu. Have you had special occasion to know just what 
the Mormon colonies did in Mexico? 
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Mr. Bartcu. Well, in my investigation as an attorney. I never 
was at the colonies. 

Mr. Kearrut, What did you learn in respect to the number and 
extent of the colonies, and what they were doing for themselves and 
for the development of the country ¢ 

Mr. Barreu. In my investigation I learned that when they first 
went there the country was generally barren, much the same as our 
own country was in the West. The same great range of mountains, 
the Rocky Mountains in our country, extends down through Mexico 
and becomes the “ Sierra de Sur and Sierra Madre.” They began 
to cultivate the land and build homes, and soon began to have large 
tracts of land under cultivation, and they organized town sites and 
milt up towns. 

The towns of Colonia Diaz, Colonia Juarez, Colonia Dublan, 
Colonia Garcia, Colonia Pachec o, Colonia Chuachupa., Colonia 
Morelos, Colonia San Jose, were all towns of that character, which 
were built up principally by the Mormon people, although, of course. 
a wood many Mexicans live there also. When they w ent in there at 
frst, especially at Colonia Pacheco, and Colonia Chuachupa, they had 
a gil deal of trouble with the Apache Indians. Thet was in their 
arly history. They got rid of those, and got the country in a con- 
ition that it could be settled. 

Mr. Kearrun. That was back in the eighties, was it not? 

Mr. Barten. Yes: that was a long time ago. But some of them 
vent into that country at that time. At that time it was a dangerous 
thing, The Mexicans themselves at that time could not do anything, 

Mr. Kearrvt. Did they use modern methods of farming and bring 
ilmaded stock and things of that king into the country ? 

Mr. Burren. The evidence shows that dec idedly. They had very 
woul stock, cattle, and horses, I think the record shows in that Hne 
perhaps about the same as it would in our own country. And they 
planted orchards, and had an abundance of fruit, and raised all sorts 
f things that are raised in that climate. 

Mr. Kearevn. What kind of houses did they have, compared with 
the Mexicans? 

Mr. Barron. Some of them had very fine houses—many of them 
had, compared with the Mexicans. Of course. vou would say the 
Mexicans had huts, while you would say the others would be dwell- 
mgs. Gen. Salazar himself said the Mexicans lived in huts while 
the Americans lived in mansions. 

Mr. Kearrun. What sort of people were those Mormons, as to be- 
ng peaceable and law -abiding 
Mr. Barton. The Mormons, as far as I could ascertain, were gen- 
“ally peaceable. They are a peaceable people, they are an indus: 
Inous people. As far as I could ascertain, they were the same in 
Mexico, and as far as my research went they complied strictly with 
i hie of Mexico. 

Mr. Keane. Did they ever have any trouble with the Mexicans 

"b to the time of the Madero Revolution ? 

r. Barren. Not that I ever heard of. I don't think I have in the 
ae anywhere any serious trouble. The fact is, up to that time 
te Mexicans and the Americans were frien:lly. There was a 
'riendly feeling among them. Quite a number of Mexicans joined 
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the Mormon church and they had their representatives among them, 
and they seemed to live in peace and harmony with each other. 
There was very little difficulty in anv way, either between this Gov- 
ernment and the Mexican Government, or between the people. 

I might suggest here that under the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo 
there are strong provisions between the two countries, and it seems 
to me that at the time when that treaty was made that it was made 
to induce people of the one country to settle in the other, for the 
purpose of establishing commercial relations between the two coun- 
tries, and they were to enjoy the protection that would be due to any 
first-class nation, and the right to be inviolate in their homes and in 
their religion. 

The result was that many of the Americans settled in Mexico, 
and a great many Mexicans settled in this country. They have had 
our protection: they have had the same recourse to our courts that 
the a people have had. That was probably true during the- 
Diaz administration in Mexico. I might say that in my interview 
with him I became impressed with him as one of the greatest rulers 
of that day. He understood his people. He handled them the 
only way that I have been able to figure out how they could be 
handled, and under those circumstances there was very little trouble. 

And further, he developed the country. When Porfirio Diaz be- 
came President of Mexico, I think all Mexico had about 385 miles 
of railroad. That was, I believe, in 1885. When he was forced to 
abdicate there was, as I recollect, 17,000 miles of railroad. When 
he went into power the mining interests, so far as smelters and such 
like were concerned, if there were any, they were very few, and they 
were of an inferior character. When he left there they had some 
of the best smelters that are found in either country. As is well 
known, the American Smelting & Refining Co. had large interests. 
there. Mexico was being developed rapidly. 

Mr. Kearru,. Mr. William eames Bryan has this to say, in 
the Commoner of January 30, 1903, stating of Porfirio Diaz: 

With the exception of one term he has been President since 1876, during which 
time he showed wonderful ability, and it is doubtful if there is in the world 
to-day a chief executive of greater capacity and devotion to his people. Cer- 
tainly, no people have made greater relative progress than the Mexican people 
have made under the administration of Porfirio Diaz. Education has been 
promoted, law and order established, agriculture developed, commerce stimu- 
lated. and nearly every section of the country connected by railroad with the 
capital. 

Does that accord with vour knowledge of President Diaz? 

Mr. Barton. It does. I will say here that President Diaz’s in- 
tention was to establish a system of education throughout Mexico. 
Ife had established many schools in the southern part of the coun- 
try. I visited one about 5 miles east of the city of Oaxaca. It was 
taught by a bright Spanish girl. She had excellent decorum, and 
they seemed to be getting along nicelv. The children were dressed 
nicely. That was the only school that I visited. I simply wanted 
to see what they were doing. But I was informed by different par- 
ties there that they were pretty well established in that southern 
country at that time, and I saw a number of photographs that were 
taken of schools that showed them very nicely. I also was invited 
to an interview with Archbishop Keilo of the city of Oaxaca, and 
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he gave me a great deal of information in that respect. He stood 
high with the Mexican Government at that time, under President 
Diaz. He also described those schools in a similar way, and what 
they intended to do, and what ought to be done. 

Mr. KearruL. What have you observed as to the influence of the 
Catholic Church in Mexico; whether it was good or bad for the 
people ¢ 

Mr. Bartcu. I never investigated that subject to any considerable. 
extent. I became acquainted with a number of them, and among them 
Archbishop Keilo, who was a very high-toned gentleman, and from 
the sentiments that he expressed to me I would think that their in- 
uence would be good, would not be detrimental to the Mexican 
people. The church itself, however, in the past, as is well known, in- 
Huenced the nation politically and otherwise, no doubt about that, 
i I think there was a great change after President Diaz took hold 
of reins, 

_ Mr. Kearrun. Do you remember that the change took place dur- 
ng the time of President Juarez, and the adoption of the reform 
awg: 

Mr. Bartcu. Yes, sir. 

‘Mr. Kearrct. Did you judge from your contact with the church 
lignitaries as to whether they stood for law and order and morality. 
and education ? 

Mr. Barrcu. They always expressed themselves that way to me. 
In some respects their laws are better than ours. Their mining laws 
are decidedly better, in my judgment. 

Mr. KearruL. In the course of your investigations, did you learn 
afa plan on the part of certain radical elements in Mexico to drive 
out the Americans and take away their properties? 

Mr. Barter. I did. 

Mr. Kearrc.. When was that plan originated ? 

Mr. Barron. As near as I can locate it, it was conceived about the 
ume of the fomenting of the Madero revolution. 

Mr. KearroL. What was the plan, as you learned it? 

Mr. Barron. The plan was to overthrow the government of Por- 
ino Diaz and to drive all the Americans out of Mexico and divide 
their property. 
ra ST AEE, Was the slogan under that plan, “ Mexico for the 
Mexicans ” 9 

Mr. Barrou. “ Mexico for the Mexicans,” and “ The United States 
lor the Gringos.” 

Mr. KearroL. Did you understand that the phrase “ Mexico for the 
Mexicans ” as they used it meant property of the Americans and other 
foreigners for Mexicans? 

Mr. Bartow, Yes, sir; their entire property. 

Mr. KearroL, Prior to that time, what was the relation as to good 
feling or otherwise between the Americans and Mexicans? 

Mr. Barreu. There was a very good feeling, as the evidence shows, 
t very good feeling between the Mexicans and Americans. They 
mingled among each other, and there seemed to be no difficulty, as far 
> ate discover. In fact, I have taken a good deal of evidence to 
i that. 

Mr. Krarrun. Was it about the time of the conception of this plan 
that this feeling on the part of the Mexicans began to change? 
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Mr. Bartcnu. Right after the breaking out of the revolution in 
1910, when the first of 1t became known, the feeling began to change. 
When the rebel soldiers began to make their invasions through those 
northern district they created an anti- American sentiment, and it 
was part of their plan to do that. Their first invasions were not so 
bad as they become afterwards. 

Now, on that subject, with vour permission I would like to refer 
to the testimony of a few of their fights to show vou what I base my 
conclusions on. Some time before the breaking out of the Madero 
revolution a committee of prominent Mexicans called upon a gentle- 
man by the name of Henry A. Martineau, who was an American. 
and wanted him to join their cause. T hey told him there would bea 
revolution, and they wanted him with them. They divulged their 
plans to him. He did not remember the exact date when they came to 
him and told him there would be a revolution to overthrow the gov- 
ernment of Porfirio Diaz and to drive the Americans out of Mexico, 
except those who .would be with them, and they wanted to know 
whether he would join them. All those who favored President Diaz 
were to be run out. Fe replied that he could not join them: that 
he himself was an American, and in case anything of that kind 
occurred he would remain neutral. He said he tried his best to get 
them to desist from it, told them that it would mean a great loss ‘of 
life and a vast expenditure of money, advised them not to attempt 
it. that the country was doing well. and strongly advised against it. 
They said, when he told them She could not join them. it made no dif- 
ferem e, the revolution was bound to come. Then he asked them when 
it was to break out. They would not give him the date, but said it 
would be soon. He was at the town of Madero at that time. 

From the talk he had with them he was very deeply impressed. 
He felt that he could make no impression on them to desist fron 1t: 
that they were determined to proceed. He then went to his home at 
Chnachupa to watch events. He said that when the revolution broke 
out the proceedings of the military forces were substantially as they 
had outlined them to him: that is, their proceedings toward the 
Americans and foreigners. They created an adverse sentiment 
against Toren TE a hostile sentiment, and that was directed especi- 
ally against . \mericans. After the breaking out of the revolution. 
they began hostile invasions. Their armies would appear at the 
homes of Americans, at their fiek Is, cut the fences, tear them down, 
and turn their army horses into their crops, growing crops, and into 
their gardens. They became more and more “violent as time passed, 
and the Americans found that their appeals to the oflicials were use- 
less. They were received either with indifference or insolence, and 
thev could get no protection. 

Mr. Kearree. That was during what was known as the Madero 
revolution ? 

Mr. Barrcu. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KEARFUL. And: subsequently, after Madero came into power 
and the Orozea revolution started, what acts were then committed 
showing the carrying out of this same plan, if any? 

Mr. Barrcn. They continued just the same. I would like to refer 
to several of these people to show what I base my conclusions on in 
that respect. The plan was afterwards on various occasions an- 
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nounced publicly in speeches of generals and leading Mexicans, lead- 
ers in Mexico, and I wish to refer to a few of those. The ofħcials, 
military and judicial, all seemed to be imbued with the same spirit. 

(ren. Jose Inez Salazar at that time was one of the leading generals 
in the Madero revolution and had charge of that district. He made a 
speech at Pearson, which I can probably better state in the language 
that was testified to than to state it otherwise. 

Mr. Krarru.. It was reported verbatim in Spanish and translated 
into English, was it? 

Mr. Barron. That speech was not, but it is given here, and I will 
simply state this as the witness has stated it. 

Asan instance of the speeches made by Mexican leaders, calculated 
to incite Mexican soldiers and subjects to violence against American 
citizens, I refer to a speech made by Gen. Jose Inez Salazar at 
Pearson, July, 1912. | 

Now, that particular speech was reported to him by Hiram Turley, 
who was at the meeting, and several other Americans were also at 
the meeting. His speech impressed Turley and all of them very 
mich, because they saw there would be trouble. In the course of 
his speech he said that Gen. Salazar stated: 

look at the homes that these gringos live in; look at the huts that you 
Mexicans live in: look at the fine clothes that these gringos wear: look at 
the raer you Mexicans wear. All of this property belongs to you. These 
«ringes must be run out of the country, and the property divided simong 
Meviewns. Mexico is for Mexicans, and the United States for the gringos. 
We hive triel to make them fight. We have killed their people and robbed 
then, ravished their wives and daughters, and done everything we could 
to make them fight, but they dare not fight. They are al cowards, and 
Heir President is a cowardly dog and dares not defend them. Under Diaz 
they flourished, but now there is a change in the Government and we will 
drive them out of the country. 

The witness stated that when Turley reported the speech to him, 
which was afterwards corroborated by other Americans who were 
there, it Impressed him very much from the fact that this committee 
of prominent Mexicans had divulged their plans to him and this 
was in line with what thev had stated would be the result of the 
revolution. l 

Now, on that same line, I refer to the case of Albert D. Webb. 
He stated that about the middle of June, in 1912, when the army 
of Gen. Augustin Sanjilez was invading Colonia Morelos, in the 
State of Sonora, there was one of his officers boarding at the same 
place of the fight, and the officer in talking to a lady guest asked 
her.“ How would vou like to see the colony of the Mormons made 
desolate?” She said that she thought that she would not like to see 
t. The officer then stated, “ You will see it in a short time. It 
Will not be long before it is done.” 

e states that all along until the Americans were finally driven 
ot of Mexico their actions and conduct had the appearance of a 
concerted movement among the Mexican military forces and hostile 
nationals that were operating with them to drive the Americans 
nut of the country, who were subject to the command of Gen. Jose 
de La Luz Blanco. and thev informed him that the plan of the Mexi- 
cans was to drive the Americans out of Mexico and own their prop- 
ety and homes, and that they described to him certain concessions 
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of land granted by the Mexican Government to Americans, and 
lands acquired and owned by Americans, and stated that they would 
all have to leave Mexico. 

Now, while we are on this subject. I presume we may as well dis- 
pose of these different points? 

Mr. -KrarFu.. Yes. 

Mr. Bartcu. The testimony that I wish to refer to is that of 
Milton G. Trejo. Mr. Trejo was an old gentleman—TI think he was 
past the age of 70. He lived in Colonia Chuachupa. He was 
there when the Mexican Army drove the Americans out of that town. 
He was the only American that was left in the town. He had a 
Mexican friend who was with him, and he had charge of his farm. a 
tract of 80 acres, and was living at his home. He found that while 
the Mexican had charge of that when he was there he felt safe, and 
that condition continued until about the Ist of March, 1913. 

There were a number of raids made upon Chuachupa. They were 
driven out of that town on the 31st of July, 1912. At that time (ren. 
Antonio Rojas with a hostile army invaded the town and called a 
meeting at which there were a large number of Mexicans, and he also 
was there. The officer next to Gen. Antonio Rojas made a speech at 
the meeting. Mr. Trejo was a Spaniard by birth and education, and 
understood the Spanish language thoroughly and talked it, and I 
have here an excerpt of his statement in Spanish and also in English. 
I take it that all that is necessary is the English. but he also gives it 
m Spanish. | 

As I said, the officer next to Gen. Antonio Rojas made a speech at 
the meeting. and in that speech he stated: 

The Monroe doctrine in America for Americans, and our revolutionary plan 
ix Mexico for the Mexicans. The lands which the Americans have was never 
paid for by them to the Government. Consequently it is ours, and in conse- 
quence this village, Colonia Chuachupa, belongs to us, with all its improve- 
ments and every kind of property left by the Americans, Madero is dead. The 
Government is ourselves how, 

Mr. Kearrun. That was in March, 1913? 

Mr. Barren. That was about the Ist of Mareh. 1913. I could not 
give the exact date. 

Mr. Kearrun. Madero was killed on February 22, 1913. was he 
not’ 

Mr. Barreu. Yes. sir. Under Madero Gen. Rojas declared he was 
gomg to support the Government as it was. and. of course, at that 
time there was no change, so I take it he would still be a federal 
ctticer. 

Gen. Rojas was there and acquiesced in those speeches, and stated 
that he was going to support the Government of Mexico, that he was 
eoing to be general in chief in the State of Sonora, and that Gen. Jose 
Inez Salazar would be commander in chief in the State of Chi- 
huahua, and would carey out the plan they were then organizing 
in the towns, and donate the property owned by the Americans. 
including the land owned by Mr. Trejo. to the Mexicans. So that 
be then became the owner of Mr. Trejo's property, and the witness 
then stated that in a few davs after that speech at that meeting his 
Mexican friend or Conant, who had been professing great friendship 
for him. said that he must abide by the law as announced at that 
meeting, and that be, according to that. was the owner of the 
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property. and then made a firm demand upon Mr. Trejo that he 
should turn over the land and his personal property to him. Mr 
Trejo tried to reason with him, but the more they talked the subject 
over the more determined the Mexican friend became, and he saw 
that he was determined to have that property at all hazards, and 
finally was compelled to pack up his grip that he had and go to the 
railroad and flee to the United States. and was deprived of his 
property. 

Mrs. Laura A. Meacham resided in Colonia Juarez, and about 
the middle of February, 1912, a detachment of Mexican soldiers in- 
vaded that town. The detachment was under the command of Gen. 
Salazar. The officer made a speech in which he said: * The Ameri- 
cans have to go, and those beautiful homes will be ours, and we will 
appropriate these homes.” Then he pointed to a house owned by 
ll. C. Bentley, an American, and said, “A Mexican can have that 
hme.” He pointed to the home of Henry C. Harper and said, “A 
Mexican shall have that home, and we will divide all the property 
among ourselves.” 

Mrs. Meachim impressed me very strongly as a lady of consider- 
able talent, and of truth, and there is no question in my mind about 
that, and the manner in which she was treated was shameful. She 
also stated that after the speech the soldiers openly insulted the ladies 
in the streets and abused them—that is, the American ladies—and 
thev appealed to the officers but could get no redress. 

Now, I wish to refer to the case of Samuel W. Jarvis, an- American. 
This incident occurred about. the 25th of July, 1912. Mr. Jarvis had 
occasion to call on Gen. Salatar respecting some depredations that 
had been committed against him, and he got no satisfaction from 
him, but the general directed him to order Julius Romney, an Ameri- 
ean, to appear at his headquarters the next day at 10 oclock. That 
would be the 26th. It was about that time. I would not be positive 
as tothe exact date. I think that is correct, however. 

The next day Mr. Romney and Mr. Jarvis and several other gentle- 
men appeared at his headquarters at the time named. The general 
then notified Mr. Romney, in the presence of this affiant, that all 
“uarantees for the safety of life and property of American citizens 
were withdrawn, and commanded him to have all the citizens deliver 
their guns and ammunition to him at headquarters immediately, 
and stated that he would furnish them no protection. Mr. Romney 
sil to him that he had no authority to make such an order. Then 
he placed him and his companions under arrest. Mr. Romney said 
to him, “We will not deliver our guns. We want them for the pro- 
tetion of our families.” Gen. Salazar replied, “I notify vou that 

have the city of Colonia Dublan surrounded by my soldiers, and 
my cannon trained on the town, and unless you agree to deliver the 
nins and ammunition we will blow your town and your wives and 
children into eternity.’ Mr. Romney had told him that they had 
the guns to protect their wives and children, and he made that reply. 
Mr, Romney then said to him that he did not wish any evil to befall 
their families, and that he would leave the matter before the people 
and would advise them to give up their guns and ammunition. 

He then released them from prison and sent Mr. Romney to Colonia 
Dublan with an escort of about 50 soldiers. When they got there they 
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called a meeting of the citizens, and the meeting was held in one of 
the American’s houses. I will quote from his statement: 

While they were holding the meeting in the American's house the house was 
surrounded by about 75 soldiers in hostile mood and commanded by Col. Lino 
Ponce, who was subject to Gen. Salazar. He gave them but a few moments to 
decide. and at the same time a force of about 50 soldiers were drawn up in 
hostile attitude in front of the Union Mercantile Co.'s store, Another force of 
about 400 soldiers was drawn up in line in hostile attitude in the western parts 
of the town, and another force were unloading cannons at the railroads and 
training them on American homes, 


Those present at the meeting, seeing the forces against them. de- 
cided to advise the people to deliver up their guns; and as they 
emerged from the house each one, as the witness stated, was covered 
by a rifle until they began to deliver the guns. The guns were de- 
livered to Gen. Lino Ponce, and in receiving those guns now and then 
he made an occasional sarcastic remark. 

The testimony also shows that when the army came in and in- 
vaded the town some of the soldiers gathered in the saloon, I think— 
at all events it was a building—and were talking over the situation. 
Some of the Americans were in the place and heard them. They un- 
derstood Spanish. They said they were going to ravish every Ameri- 
can woman from 8 vears up, as ke places it here, “ women and girls. 
but I remember that was the testimony of a number of witnesses. 

Mr. Krarrut. What effect did that have upon the exodus of 
people? 

Mr. Bartcu. They reported the circumstances to the other people. 
and the vicious attitude of the soldiers in destroying other property 
of Americans and the abuse they were giving to the people satisfied 
them that they were in danger. They at once got together and de- 
cided to send all the women and children out of the country on the 
next train. That was on the 28th of July, 1912. But when they got 
to the station, there was no building there, but where trains stopped. 
the train that came in was already overcrowded with other Ameri- 
‘ans fleeing from other towns, and they could not get on. They then 
laid all night at the railroad waiting for a train. Another came 
along. as I now recollect, about 9 o’clock, possibly 10, a mixed train. 
consisting of a few passenger coaches and the balance box cars, and 
they all boarded that train with an escort of men and left. They were 
not permitted to take anything with them except what they carried 
in their arms. After that train left the railroad was torn up. They 
had not sufficient clothing and effects with them to make them com- 
fortable, and a committee waited upon Gen. Salazar and appealed 
to him to permit them to take some of their trunks and effects by 
wagon overland to make their families comfortable, but he ob- 
stinately refused to permit them to take anything. 

Mr. Kearrur. What became of those people, if vou know, when 
they arrived in the United States, at El Paso? 

Mr. Barren. They lived in tents, the most of them. 

Mr. Kearrun. Did they have means with which to provide for 
themselves ? 

Mr. Barrcu. No; as I recollect it now. the United States Govern- 
ment furnished them about $100,000 to aid them while there. I don't 
know that I ought to give my opinion on that. My own thought was 
that they ought to have made an appropriation sufficiently large to 
hold them in Mexico and protect them. 
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Mr. KearrcL. Can you give a description of the outrages that were 
perpetrated on the inhabitants of those various colonies ¢ 

Mr. Bartcu. Well, on the night of the 28th of July, when thev 
were there, it is clearly shown that the women and children were 
abused and insulted m the most shameful way, so that when they 
were left they were perfectly terror stricken. Now, that incident 
«weurred on the 29th of July. 

Now, in answer to your last question, I will endeavor to give the 
condition of the other colonies at the time they were driven out. The 
Americans were driven out of Colonia Diaz on July 28, when the 
army appeared in Colonia Dublan. Some of the Americans at once 
sent out couriers to all the other settlements to tell them what was 
gong on. They learned that they were going to send detachments of 
soldiers to all of them, and the couriers described at Colonia Diaz 
what had taken place at Colonia Dublan, and a detachment was then 
on its way to that town, and they got out by the time the army 
arrived there. 

Another detachment of the same army was sent to Colonia Juarez, 
and invaded Colonia Juarez on the 29th of July. The women and 
children were also sent to the United States in safety. 

I should say, with reference to Colonia Dublan, that after the 
women and children had been sent from the town, the men, except an 
sort, remained there to try and protect their property, and they 
were thereon July 30 and 31. In the meantime, the soldiers had been 
lestroying their property at random, as they saw first, broke into the 
houses, smashed their furniture, and appropriated their belongings. 
On the Ist of August they learned that they were about to determine 
what they were going to do; that is, the Mexican soldiers were about 
to determine what they were going to do, and they became fearful 
of the result. They gathered the people together in the nighttime, 
and early in the morning they started from town to go into the 
mountains, where they could protect themselves, and they succeeded 
n getting out of the town, but when they got out a distance of about 
four or five miles, some of them observed there a dark cloud in the 
road, something like a cloud of dust. They detailed a detachment to 
wait and ascertain what that was. Pretty soon the soldiers came in 
sight, and finally within shooting distance. As soon as they got 
"thin range of the rifles they began to fire upon the Americans, and 
they divided into two or three columns, trying to capture them. The 
Americans then headed forward to those comrades in advance, and 
lid not return the fire until one of them was hit in the leg. The 
llet, however, was spent and did not break any bones. Then they 
delivered their guns; they had secreted some of their best rifles and 
ammunition, and had taken those with them. They then stopped and 
opened fire on the Mexicans. As soon as the Mexicans found they 
vere armed, they stopped and retreated. 
Now, it does not show, it does not appear whether or not they 
killed any of the Mexicans. I take it, however, that they did, from 
the fact that Gen. Salazar, in his speech in Colonia Morelos stated 
that they had killed some of the Mexicans, and that they should pay 
or words to that effect. : 

Then then went to a place called “Estajos” in the mountains, 
which was very difficult of access.and where they could protect them- 
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selves, and send couriers to other towns, to the men who were remain- 
ing back to meet them there and they would leave the country to- 
gether. 

But they were advised of another speech of Gen. Salazar in the 
evening, in which he stated that they had slipped through his hands 
this time. “T hey have slipped through our hands this time, but we 
will get them yet.” Then they sent two couriers to Hachita, New 
Mexico, and to El Paso, to advise their families where they were, and 
to look for the best route they could get, so as not to come in contact 
with Mexican military forces. I should say that these scouts were 
to return to town. After that speech, however, they left. and on the 
way back the scouts learned that Generals Salazar and Blanco were 
in the town of Ojitos, where they had a force of about 3,000 soldiers. 
They related to them what had occurred and how they were driven 
out of Colonia Dublan, but neither of them concerned themselves 
about it. They received their appeals with indifference, and neither 
offered or gave them any help. 

Mr. Kearrut. These officers you mention were federal comman- 
ders? 

Mr. Barrcu. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrut. Under Madero? 

Mr. Barrcn. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrun. And the others who had committed the depreda- 
tions were rebels under Orozco? 

Mr. Bartcu. Yes, sir. The number of rebels at that time in all 
that region, as near as I could determine, as the witnesses stated, was 
about 1 700. So that the federals had a force sufficiently large to pro- 
tect the colonies, if they had willed to do so. 

Now, to further show their attitude I wish to refer to the affidavit 
here of Derenda B. Farnsworth, filed in the case of Gaskell Romney, 
which contains a copy of a letter of Gen. Blanco wrote to Mr. Farns- 
worth. Mr. Farnsworth knew him very well. Shall I read that 
letter ? 

Mr. Kearrun. If vou think it is important. 

Mr. Barrcu. I think itis. It reads as follows: 

Be Paso, TEx.. July, 1910. 
Mr. D. B. FARNSWORTH. 


Dear Sik: In response to your inquiry I have the honor to say that Gen. 
Santinez and I left Agna Frieta on or about July 2. 1912, on our way to Cusa 
Grandes, arriving at Colonia Morelos on or about July 4. We went from 
there to Colonia Oaxaca, and I left Oaxaca about July 7, 1912, arriving at 
Ojitos about six days before Gen. Santinez, who arrived there about July 1%. 
1912, with 750 well-armed and well-equipped Federal military soldiers. ELU 
of which were mounted cavalry and 200 were armed infantry. We had with 
us two extra good cannons, Schmerder-Canet of 75 millimeters, two well-operated 
machine guns, two fusilez, reccor, with plenty of aimimunition for the same 
as well as plenty of provisions for the men. Our men and horses being fresh 
when we arrived at Ojitos. 1 was anxious to go back and protect the colonies, but 
Gen. Sauntinez decided to stop there. and we remained until the 28th of July, 
1912, when we were attacked by Gen. Salazars combined forces from Casas 
Grandes, 


That was one of the forces that had operated there. 

Mr. KearFut. Operating against the Americans? 

Mr. Bartcu. Well, I don’t know whether it is the same force, but 
he had charge of the entire army there. 
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We easily repulsed their attack, pursuing them into within 20 miles of Casas 
Grandes, having taken their provisions and all their artillery, Which consisted 
of five pieces. We remained at Ojitos until about the middle of August, when 
we started for Casas Grandes, arriving at that point about the 15th of August. 
1912, 

Respectfully, your friend, 
Jost A. BLANCO. 

From that it appears that their army was there all the while these 
ee were being committed. 

Ír. Kearrut. Was there any defense of the attitude shown by 
the Federals or the rebels at any period ? 

Mr. Barrcu. Not that I ever knew of. 

Mr. KearroL. Do you recollect that during the time of Madero 
permission was given by this Government for the troops of Madero 
to go through the territory of the United States in order to attack 
the rebels under Orozco ? | 

Mr. Barrcu. Yes: I remember that. I remember that very well. 

Perhaps I would get this in better order if I would now proceed 
to give the rest of these outrages in accordance with the line on 
which T started out. 

Mr. Kearrt. Very well. 

Mr. Barrcu. The army invaded Colonia Garcia on July 31, 1912, 
and the women and children were sent to the United States on that 
day, the men remaining to try and protect their property. On the 
way returning from the railroad station the men who had taken the 
women and children to the station were intercepted by the army 
and disarmed, and then the army proceeded to the town to disarm 
them there. They remained there a couple of days to see whether 
they could protect any of their property, but were finally notified 
that they were in great danger, that the officers had made serious 
threats against Americans, and they left in the night and finally 
also reached the United States. 

I should say further, in regard to Colonia Garcia, after they had 

broken in the homes and seized, destroved, and appropriated what 
property they wanted, and had generally devastated the town, a 
‘tachment of them proceeded to a large reservoir in the canyon 
above the town, where they deliberately blew up the dam with dyna- 
nite, releasing a large amount of water which rushed down the 
anyon and destroyed all the mills and buildings that were erected 
along the stream. 
A detachment of the same army invaded Colonia Pacheco on the 
“Kh of July, 1912, and the women and children were also sent away 
to the United States in safety, and the men were driven from that 
town on August 3. 

Another large detachment of the army proceeded to Colonia Chua- 
chupa. It was a very hostile army, according to the evidence. and a 
mer was sent to that town to advise the Americans to flee at once 
‘fore the army reached them. The women and children were taken 
t the station, and the men that took them there with their guns 
were disarmed. All except the scouts remained at Chuachupa to 
(ty to protect their property. About the Ist of August another 
“orer was sent there to advise them to leave the town immediately, 
that they were in danger. The parties that were still there gathered 
tp their saddle horses and what provisions they could and hid them 
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in the mountains, and then several of them appeared at the top and 
watched the army as they came into the town through field glasses. 

When they arrived at the town they went in squads from house to 
house—American homes—broke in the doors, devastated the homes, 
smashed furniture, turned the horses into the garden, tore boards 
from the buildings, and built bonfires in the yards of Americans and 
in the streets with the furniture that they broke up and fence material 
and boards they tore from the buildings and fences. There were 
some friendly Mexicans there. The Mexicans kept the Americans 
advised of what was going on. The Americans remained there until 
August 6. The friendly Mexicans finally told them that they were 
searching for them, and if they found them they would kill them, 
and advised them to flee. Before going, they sent two of them to 
town—William E. Williams was one of them, as I recollect the evi- 
dence—in the nighttime, when the soldiers were all asleep, to ascer- 
tain what the real facts were and the devastation that had been 
committed, and they in a quiet way went to the different homes and 
saw that they were devastated and plundered, as they had seen 
through the field glasses. They then gathered the horses and pro- 
visions together that they had secreted and started overland for the 
mountains, and as they passed over the ridge near Colonia Pacheco 
they said they saw quite a large force of soldiers in the town who 
were occupying the homes of Americans that had been deserted. 
They thought there were about 500 in that military force. 

They then proceeded on the way to the United States, and some 
distance from the town of Ojitos they met Gen. Blanco with an army 
of about 1,500 soldiers, and had a conversation with him. They told 
him what the rebels had done, and said that he listened to them with 
marked indifference, and told them they had had similar reports from 
Americans who had fled from Colonia Juarez and other towns, and 
said that Gen. Santinez was about 20 miles distant and had also about 
1.500 soldiers, but gave them no satisfaction whatever, and made no 
effort whatever to protect them. They then proceeded from there to 
the United States. 

Mr. Krarruu. Did the United States make any effort to protect 
them ? 

Mr. Bartcu. None whatever, so far as the evidence shows. They 
were driven from their homes, many of them penniless and without 
sufficient clothing and material to make them comfortable. When I 
was taking the evidence of a good many of them, thev were living in 
tents over in Tucson, Ariz., and in covered wagons. I remember one 
scene that impressed me quite forcibly. I had a lady client, and she 
sent me word that she could not come to town, and so a gentleman 
took me down to her home, and when I saw her, I saw that she had 
seen better days. There was considerable refinement about her, and 
she was standing at a washtub, washing, doing that to support, 
think, a family of six children. She was a widow, had lost everything 
in Mexico. She has a considerable claim against the Mexican Gov- 
ernment. I saw a number of those, and the manner in which they 
were treated and the way in which thev were left was shameful. 

Now, the Army, after they were through with the colonies of 
northwest Chihuahua, then marched over the Pulpito Pass into 
Sonora. The people that were driven out of Colonia Dublan sent 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 2735 


an emissary to those colonies, H. S. Harris, to inform them of the 
character of the army and to advise them to flee the country. He 
appeared at Colonia Morelos the first of August. I do not remem- 
ber the exact date. I recollect the testimony pretty well, however. 
They called a meeting and he told them what they had done in 
(olonia Dublan and other towns, and advised them to flee from 
the town before the army arrived. They sent a courier, James W. 
Ray, to watch the movements of the army, and he located where 
they were, and then proceeded to Agua Prieta to confer with Gen. 
Santinez, for the United States Government had permitted the 
conveying of troops across American soil from El Paso to Douglas 
and then across the border to Agua Prieta, and he was encamped 
there. He told him where the army was, and asked him to protect 
the colonies. : 

As I recollect it, that was his mission, to protect that country, 
and I take it that the reason that the United States Government 
permitted him to pass through on American soil was because that 
was the purpose of his doing so. 

He made no effort whatever to furnish any protection. He re- 
mained there, permitted the army to cross the mountains, and on 
the 12th of September they arived at Conolia Morelos. The 
amy of Gen. Antonio Rojas passed within five or seven miles, I 
think, of Gen. Santinez’s army. They also proceeded to Colonia 
Morelos, arriving there on the 18th of September. 

Mr, Kearrcn. Rojas was the rebel commander? 

Mr. Barron. Yes; and so was Salazar at that time. 

Mr. Kearron. And Santinez was the Federal commander? 

Mr. Barrcu. Santinez was the Federal commander. A committee 
also waited on Gen. Santinez trying to get him to protect the colo- ° 
nists, but they could make no impression on him. On the way to 
Colonia Morelos, on the morning of the 11th of September, 1912, 
Gen, Salazar had scouting squads out to apprehend Americans that 
might be returning to Mexico. Four Americans who had fled from 
Colonia San Jose, after locating their families in Douglas. returned 
to get some of their horses. One was Moroni Fenn and Preston H. 
ones was another. I think Moroni Fenn had secured two and the 
others had secured several of their horses. About 7 o'clock in the 
morning one of those squads apprehended them and arrested them. 
hey at once took everything they had and marched them before 
Gen. Salazar at a ranch there. I don’t remember the name of it. 
t is a peculiar name. It is between Agua Prieta and Colonia 
Morelos. The general at once gave his men orders to guard them and 
hot let them get away. 

They then took them before an army of about 800 men and 
marched them back to Colonia San Jose, without anything to eat, 
and when they got to Colonia San Jose, they rifled Mr. Fenn’s house, 
one of the first, killed the chickens, about 200 of them, smashed his 
furniture, gave flour and things that they had to the Mexicans, and 
‘id not give them anything to eat all day. When they killed the 
chickens they even wanted a small piece of those chickens, and they 
told them they might have that. Then they encamped and looted 
the different homes during the night, and secured poultry and what- 
ever they wanted. Gen. Salazar made a speech to a large meeting 
of soldiers and nationals. 
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Mr. Kearrur. Have you a report of that speech? 

Mr. Barrcu. I have, of extracts of it. The American prisoners 
were under threat of death all the while, and they abused them in 
the army in marching them, and made no effort to protect them at 
all. In the speech he said: 


“Your President. Howard Taft, is a vile dog. a low-down coward. Your 
Nation is rotten. Phe Americans took the territory of Mexico—Arizona and 
New Mexico—by treason and now they are going to pay for it with big interest 
compounded. We are going to run all the Americans out of Mexico. We will 
kill these who do not run before us. The plan of our revolution is simply to 
run the American dogs out of this country, confiscate their property and divide 
it among Mexicans. There is no liberty for us. Porfirio Diaz gave them our 
lands and favored them, despising us. Times have changed. Mexico is for 
the Mexicans and the United States for the Gringos. Formerly they were 
the owners of this country and they made us slaves and killed us. Now we 
are going to kill them or run them out of the country. We have executed 
their men. we have ravished their women, we have insulted their men and 
their women in every possible way to force them to take up arms and fight 
us. They do not fight because they are cowards and afraid of us. Their 
own Government despises them and abandons them, and dares not protect them. 
aud orders them to rum away and escape. 

In Colonia Dublan and all the other American colonies in Chihuahua we 
have taken all the homes from Americans, killing some of them, and we have 
outraged their women, seized their lands and their houses, and all of thelr 
property, and we forced them to flee from the country with nothing but the 
clothes they had on. But they do not wish to fight and run like dogs. We 
Will not let them return, We will Kill all who try to return to their lands, We 
divided their lands and their property among Mexicans, and now they have 
nothing to return to Mexico for. We are going to do the same here is Colonia 
Morelos, Colonia San Jose, and Colonia Oaxaca. We are going to divide all the 
property among you Mexicans along those who swear to kill every Gringo 
that returns here. 
| The general also stated that when the Americans were fleeing from 
Colonia Dublan they shot at his soldiers and killed some of them. and 
that he was going to get revenge on them for it. The affiant states 
that he afterwards Jearned that when the Americans left Colonia 
Dublan they were pursued. I have already stated abont the soldiers 
who fired on them. That was the first that the witness knew any- 
thing of that. and from that I take it they probably did hit some of 
the Mexicans. 

The general also stated that President Porfirio Diaz had given the 
Americans the title to their lands falsely. and that the lands really 
belonged to the Mexicans and that now things had changed and that 
Americans would have to suffer the consequences, and repeatedly 
stated that Mexico was for the Mexicans, and that all the Americans 
would be driven ont and their propeti confiscated and divided 
among Mexicans, and referred to Americans as “ gringos,” “ perros, 
and “cabrones,” and using other vile epithets to characterize them. 
He said that what they were fighting for was to drive the Americans 
all out of Mexico and secure the freedom of the country. All the 
while the prisoners were under threat of death. and were compelled to 
remain submissive and listen to his speech. The large crowd of 
Mexican soldiers and nationals surrounding them frequently shouted 

ve a4 ` a ve + e. . 
e Viva Salazar.” “Muera los Gringos,” “ y iva Salazar, Chinga los 
Gringos.” l l l 

Then, after he had finished his speech, he said to his soldiers: 
“Take care of them and guard them all night and de not let them 
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get away. ; 
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Mr, KearroL. What reason did you find to believe that that speech 
was correctly reported ? l 

Mr. Bartcu. Mr, Fenn appeared to understand the Spanish 
language very well: talked it fluently. and he was corroborated also 
by Mr. Jones, Preston H. Jones, and, I think, he stands well as a 
atizen, as far as I can ascertain. I made some inquiries about him. 
He said that it impressed him so, while he was making the speech. 
that, expecting to be killed, he made notes of it afterward, imme- 
diately afterwards, and put down these statements. Of course, he 
had quite copious notes of what he states. but I did not take anv 
more than I have given. 

Mr. Kearrvt. Do you believe the speech of Salazar was reported 
with substantial accuracy ? 

Mr. Bartcu. I do. I would not have permitted it to go on the 
record if 1 had not satisfied myself as to that. You will also notice 
the speech is in line with what so many other witnesses state was his 
speech, and his conduct and actions. 

Of course, in my statement here, that is based on the evidence that 
Theard, It is understood that I was not one of the parties there. I 
can only speak from what I have heard from the witnesses. 

Mr. Kearrvn. You have had considerable experience as a judge of 
a court, have you not ! 

Mr. Bartcu. Yes. 

Mr. Kearrun. Of what court? 

Mr. Bartcu. Of the Supreme Court of Utah. 

Mr. Kearrvt. For how many years were you judge of that court? 

Mr. Bartcu. I was nearly 14 years on the supreme bench, I was 
on the bench there. though, about 17 years altogether. I was ap- 
pointed first by President Harrison. 

Mr. KrarruL. On the Territorial bench ? 

Mr. Barten. On the Territorial bench, and then I was reelected, 
anil reelected after statehood. and finally resigned as chief justice on 
October 1, 1906, and went back to the bar. 

Mr. Kearrcvi. Did you pursue the same methods in making this 
investigation that you did as a judge of the supreme court? 

Mr. Barton. In examining witnesses? $ 

Mr. KrarrvL. Yes. 

Ír. Barreu. I did. I examined them with a great deal of care. 

Mr. Kearrvi. You conducted your examination judicially and 
with a judicial mind? You did not undertake to conduct it in a 
partisan way, did vou? i 

Mr. Barrcu. No, 

Mr. Krarrer. But only to get at the truth. as a judge would do? 

Mr. Bartcu. Only to get at the truth. I might say that some state- 
ments were made that I did not permit to go in the record. They 
were absolutely unmentionable. l 

Mr. KrarrtL. You mean statements describing the acts of the 
Mexican soldiers? 

Mr. Barton. Their acts and conduct. 

Mr. KrarruL. In reference to their attacks upon women? 

Mr. Bartcu. Yes. 

Mr. Krarrci. Did you do that because vou believed the statements 
to be untrue, or because thev were too outrageous to be in the record? 
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Mr. Bartcu. I did not, sir; they were unspeakable. 

Mr. Kearrun. You did not believe they were untrue? 

Mr. Barrcu. No; on the contrary, I believed they were true from 
the character of the men who made the statements. 

Mr. Kearrut. What information have you as to the attempted 
return of some of the colonists to save some of their property, and 
what happened to them after they returned ? 

Mr. Barreca. Well, I think the most of them were driven out of 
there: had to leave, on account of the acts of violence continuing and 
the unsafe conditions. Some of them were killed, and various out- 
raves committed. 

Mr. KearFrun. Did these colonists make any representations to the 
authorities at Washington for the purpose of getting protection?! 

Mr. Bartrcn. That I could not say. I did not go into that subject. 
There is one case where they did: the case where four were killed 
jn the town of Alamo. 

Mr. Krarrou. In Lower California? 

Mr. Barrcu. In Lower California.. I remember that. They ap- 
pealed to the consul, but they did not seem to be able to do any 
good. 

Mr. Kearruu. They made those appeals to the consul while these 
depredations were being committed ? 

Ir. Bartrcu. Yes, sir. I recollect that in the case of Mr. Arthur 
Evans, who was imprisoned at Ascencion, that there was an applica- 
tion made to the department, and the consul was instructed to look 
into the matter and investigate it. l 

Mr. Kearrur. Do you know whether the same anti-American atti- 
tude existed on the part of the Carranza revolutionists that existed 
before? Has there been any change for the better under the Car- 
ranza government? 

Mr. Barron. I know of no change. 

Mr. KEaRFroL. You have heard about the Carranza doctrine, have 
you not, which was epitomized by the expression, “ Mexico for the 
Mexicans ” ? 

Mr. Bartcu. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrun. Is that the same old cry of “ Mexico for the Mex1- 
cans”? 

Mr. Barron. Yes, sir; all the way through. 

Mr. Krarrcun, Have you any reason to believe that the American 
State Department had knowledge as to the depredations that were. 
being committed and the plan that had been inaugurated against the 
Americans down there? 

Mr. Barren. I do. I believe they had it in many instances. I 
take that to be true from the fact that the Secretary of State, 1n 
reply to a note from Carranza in May, 1916. I believe it was the 
2% of May, 1916, wherein he made some charges against this Gov- 
ernment, and in reply, which was submitted to the Mexican Govern- 
ment about the 20th of June, the Secretary of State enumerated a 
number of instances of atrocities that were committed. and I noticed 
that I had taken evidence respecting, I think, about all of them. I 
would not be positive whether all or not. but I know in most of 
them. and also some that he did not mention. I take it from that 
that they had knowledge of manv of those atrocities. 
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Mr. KearruL. Have you filed with the State Department copies of 
the proceedings showing the testimony that you took in your investi- 
erations / 

Mr, Bartcu. I have filed the final documents, consisting of memo- 
rada and depositions, in 115 cases, I think. One of those, however, 
isan English case, which I prepared under the English law. That 
is I had them filed through my associates here in Washington. I 
prepared the documents. 

Mr. KearFUL. Are you able to state the number of American Mor- 
mon colonists who were driven out of Mexico from these various 
colonies you have mentioned ? 

Mr. Barreu. I could not state the exact number, especially of the 
Mormons. There were some who were not Mormons. Some of my 
cents were not Mormons. 

Mr. Kearrvi, You are not a ».ormon yourself, are you? 

Mr. Bartcn. No; but I take it that there were several thousand of 
them. It occurs to me I saw somewhere there were about 4,000 
driven out of Mexico from those colonies. but that may not be cor- 
rect. I did not take the number in the evidence. 

Mr. Kearrvn. As far back as June 20. 1916, judging from Secre- 
tarv Lansing’s note to Carranza, you think the American State De- 
partment has had full knowledge of the anti-American outrages in 
Mexico, do you? 

Mr. Barrcn. And their knowledge extends previous to that time. 

Mr. Kearrun. But certainly since that time? 

Mr. Barrcu. Yes, sir. Of course, there might be some, such as 

l eave you yesterday. I could not say whether they had any knowl-: 
elve of that or not. 
_ Mr. Kearrvi. Do you know of anything being done by the Amer- 
ian Government in any case for the protection of American lives 
or American property or American rights in Mexico, other than the 
writing of notes? 

Mr. Bartcu. I know of nothing effective that has been done. 

here have been instructions given in our notes from the President 
to the consuls and officials in Mexico, but to my mind they were not 
effective. 

Mr. Krarrvi. Nothing has been done aside from correspondence, 
has there ? 

Mr. Barrcu. Not that I am aware. There is one case that it 
might be well to refer to, showing that the Mexican Government, 
ftom the executive down, had knowledge of what was going on as 
to Americans. | 

Mr. Krarrvn. What was that? 

Mr. Barrcu. I refer to the case of Ingwald C. Thoresen. Mr. 

horesen, about 1905, went to Mexico to make an examination re- 
specting the beet-sugar industry in Mexico. He examined various 
districts in the State of Mexico and elsewhere, and in about 1906 

e became convinced that that industry could be established there. 
He had interviews with President Porfirio Diaz. according ta 
his evidence, and laid his plan before him, and Diaz approved of 
t, He engaged experts to make examinations of the soil, and pur- 
chased beet seeds, distributed them among the natives, and his ex- 
perts taught them how to plant and cultivate the beets. Then he 
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had analyses made of the beets, and through the Mexican Govern- 
ment analytical chemists, Prof. Foex, who made an extensive ex- 
amination in the State of Mexico, Puebla, I think in Jalisco, Sonora, 
and Chihuahua, and several other States, with a view to the climatic 
conditions; the soil, the sites for factories, and the cost of produc- 
tion, labor, and whatever would enter into that kind of an enter- 
prise. Diaz encouraged him and told him that the Government 
would give him a concession on the best terms that they could. 

In 1908, I believe it was, in the spring, he organized a company 
under the laws of Arizona, capitalized at $2,000,000, and he engaged 
Dyer & Co., of Cleveland, Ohio, to make plans for the initial fac- 
tories, at a contract price of $10,000. He made a formal applica- 
tion, and afterwards made a final application for a concession, and 
was granted one. The concession, f think, was granted July 4, 
1906, and he was then given a period of two years in which to put 
them into effect and prepare them. He paid in stamps $254.30, 
United States currency, put up $5000 Mexican 3 per cent consoli- 
dated internal-debt bonds. Those were the same character of bonds 
that I spoke of before that were deposited, in reference to this rail- 
road project. That was at the expense of $2,500 United States 
currency. His plans were submitted and approved by the Mexican 
Government within the time allowed, and he continued his explora- 
tions, and finally his expert chemists made an analysis that showed 
that Mexico produced an excellent grade of sugar: that there was no 
country in the world that produced beets that contained a higher 
per cent of saccharine matter and pure sugar than Mexico. 

He submitted his data and plans to capitalists and they pronounced 
them feasible. Among those capitalists were representatives of Mr. 
Harriman, the railroad magnate, and bankers in Utah. He continued 
negotiations; some of them finally became interested in the project. 
He carried on the negotiations with them until September, 1910. 

He kept his experts in the field. During 1907, 1908, and 1909 he 
made preliminary examinations of sugar factories in the State of 
Idaho, devoted his time to the enterprise, and in September the capi- 
talists got together and fixed the day as the 25th of November, 1910, 
the day they would finance the first factory. and they began this 
factory. 

The concession that he had procured from the Mexican Government 
was quite favorable. He could erect factories anywhere in Mexico. 
and it permitted him to take in duty free all of the material from 
foreign countries, and also exempted it from taxation for a certain 
number of vears—I think it was about 10 years. The experts who 
filed affidavits in his case, some of them fixed the value of the conces- 
sion at $2,000,000. Hon. H. H. Ralapp, who was at one time associate 
justice of the Supreme Court of Utah and was at the head of the sugar 
business in the United States, stated in his testimony that he thought 
it was worth $5,000,000, 

Mr. Thor Cutter, one of the ablest experts on sugar in the country. 
also made an affidavit in that case. and said it was worth at least 
$2 Q00,000. The data he secured showed the Mexican Government 
that in that line of business the country is susceptible of great re- 
sources, and, of course, the data was of immense value to the Govern- 


ment. 
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Now, after they had fixed the day as the 25th of November, the 
revolution broke out in the early part of October, and the revolution 
at once attained such proportions that the capitalists were unwilling 
to put up the money until peace would be restored, and they then post- 
ponedthe day for that. He made application for an extension of time, 
stting up the reasons growing out of the revolution. In his conces- 
sion contract there was a clause that in case of any disturbance or any 
impediment that might be created by superior forces over which he 
had no control the terms of the concession might be extended, or 
should be extended, for a time equal to the impediment and for about 
two months longer. There was another clause in article 23, that no 
forfeiture should be declared without a notice to the concessionaire 
to make a defense. On the ground of impossibility of his proceeding 
to construct the initial plan with the time limit, the chief authorities 
of the Mexican Government granted the extension: and in that way 
held the concession good until the 12th of January, 1913. 

They had made a promise that they would extend the time of 
the con-ession until peace would be restored so he could) proceed. 
He relied on that promise and on the extensions that had been 
vranted previously. Before the last extension expired on January 
l? he again made application to the chief executive for another 
extension. In the meantime he had also apphed to the Mexican 
Government to transfer the concession to a company that he had 
organized in the State of Arizona, and to have the Mexican Gov- 
ernment approve of it. There was nothing in the concession to 
prevent that. Under its terms he was entitled to it. But he was 
informed that the Government had made a ruling that only Mexican 
corporations could acquire that kind of property and they refused 
tc approve of the transfer. 

The capitalists then, not being willing to convey the rights that 
they had acquired to a Mexican corporation, which would bar them 
from appealing to this Government, sold this concession to Mr. 
Thoresen, and he became the sole owner. He still kept on. as I 
have stated. getting extensions, until his last application, made in 
the latter part of De-ember, 1912. relying upon their promises and 
the several clauses in the contract providing for its extension. 
Instead of giving him any notice whatever they canceled the con- 
cession about the 15th dav of January. The time of the extension 
had expired on the 12th. 

Mr. Kearrvn. 1913 

Mr. Barren. 1913. At that time the whole country was in a state 
of insurrection that rendered it impossible for him to do anything 
The plants were located in the Texcoco district, not far from Mex- 
wo City, and the country became in such a chaotic condition that 
a battle occurred in Mexico City about the early part of February, 
and Madero was deposed on February 19. and finally shot on Feb- 
rary 22, 1913. 

Now, they canceled that deliberately. as the testimony shows, in 
the face of those provisions of the contract, in violation of the con- 
tract and without any notice to him whatever, and declared a for- 
feiture of his bonds and all of the money and property that he bad. 
hat was done by the chief executive, through his minister of 
fomento, right from the head of the Government. He had no re- 
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course. The courts at that time and almost during the entire revo- 
lution were under the control of the military. Appeals of Ameri- 
cans to the courts were useless. As the witness clearly states. 
the officials, military, civil, and judicial, were imbued with the same 
anti-American sentiment that actuated the military forces in acts of 
violence. 

Mr. Kearrun. In your investigations were there instances given of 
the futility of appeals to the court for protection? i 

Mr. Bartcu. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Krearrvt. Was anv protection ever afforded to these Ameri- 
cans who were outraged? 

Mr. Barrcu. In none of the instances that I have on record. In 
fact, that is quite an interesting subject, and there are numerous in- 
stances to which reference can be had. and also with regard to the 
threats that were made, and afterwards executed, threats of violence 
and death. 

Mr. Kearrvun. Is there any place outside of the State Department 
where the documents showing the results of vour investigation can 
be found, in case the committee or other Members of the Senate who 
are interested wish to examine them as to details? 

Mr. Barrcu. They can be found with Lexkie, Cox, and Sherier. 
Southern Building, Washington, D. C. 

I should have stated in connection with this concession that the 
concession contained a clause that all disputes arising between the 
concessionaire and the Government should be adjudicated in the 
Mexican courts. While a concession of that kind can not bind a 
foreign Government, still in that case the chief executive of the 
nation, through his minister of Fomento, canceled the concession, 
and declared a forfeiture of the bond without any reference to the 
courts whatever, also violating that clause of the contract. 

Mr. Knarrvn. Tas any effort been made to have that matter ad- 
justed since then? 

Mr. Barren. No: not through my client. It would be utterly use- 
less. As I have already stated, in the first pace, under Porfirio Diaz 
they had a good government. That was overthrown. The rebels 
then became the Federals, under President Madero. The govern- 
ment of President Madero was overthrown, and the rebels again be- 
came the Federals, under Carranza. 

Mr. Kearrcn. First under Huerta. 

Mr. Barron. First under Huerta. Huerta was forced to abdicate. 
and then Carranza became the President. The country during all 
the time was in a state of turmoil. It finally drifted into a state of 
chaos. The courts were under the influence of the military. Under 
those circumstances T know of no principle of international law that 
would require an alien who was injured to apply to the courts. In 
the case of Mexico in my own judgment, especially through northern 
Mexico, it would be useless, and the courts do not require a useless 
thing to be done. 

Mr. Kearrvn. This committee is proceeding under a resolution re- 
quiring it to report its recommendation as to what, if anything. 
should be done by this Government to prevent a recurrence of the 
outrages such as vou have related in Mexico. What do you think 

i of . . 
should be done, if anything, to that end? 
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Mr. Barrcu. This Government ought to proceed at once to ap- 
point an international commission, if it deems the Mexican Govern- 
ment of sufficient stability to warrant it. If not, it ought to appoint 
an American commission to adjust the claims that arose through the 
outrages in Mexico, and then compel the Mexican Government to pay 
those claims. In cases where the Mexican Government permitted out- 
rages to be committed against American citizens, they ought, in addi- 
tion to the payment of those claims, compel the payment of such in- 
demnities as would deter that Government in the future from per- 
alts such outrages to be committed. That could be done on the 
ground that many of the outrages that were committed in Mexico 

were an affront to this Government, as well as an injury to its citi- 
zens. I think, in an examination of the principles applicable under 
the law of nations to that class of injuries, that that would be the 
proper course to pursue. Extremists have gone so far as to hold 
that where a foreign country permits its government to drift into a 
state of chaos, whereby it loses control of its forces, that it should 
be held responsible on that ground. Now, while it may be said that 
principle is too broad, and while it may be admitted that it is too 
broad, still I take it that the weight of authority is that the Govern- 
ment had a right to compel proper indemnity, not only to the indi- 
vidual, but to deter the foreign government from permitting such 
injury to be inflicted. 

Mr. Krarrun. But if the foreign country is in a state of chaos, 
what procedure could be followed to enforce the proposed indemnity ? 

fr. Barreca. Of course, the procedure would be to intervene. 

Mr. Kearron. Take possession of the country ? 

Mr. Barrcu. Take possession of the country and establish a gov- 
ernment. It would not necessarily follow that the country would be 
taken over, but I do think this: That it would be an act of humanity 
tothe Mexican people themselves for this Government to go there and 
establish a proper government and to maintain a protectorate over it 
until such time that they can govern themselves. 

Mr. Kearrut. Do you see any other course that is open? 

- Mr. Barreu. I do not. From the investigations that I have made 
I do not believe that the different warring factions in Mexico can get 
logether on any one man. I do not mean to say they have no men 
tay that could control that Government if they were permitted to 
do so; that is, who have the intelligence to do it. I wish to say that in 
mv acquaintance in Mexico, I have found that, especially in southern 
Mexico, the Mexicans are susceptible of a high degree of culture, but 
they have no advantages. The only time they ever had a government 
that tried to raise them up at all was in President Diaz. Tt he could 
a continued long enough they would have finally worked out of 
iat. 

Inmy investigation in the State of Oaxaca, and examination of the 
runs of Mitia, I noticed that centuries ago they must have had in- 
telligent people, and, as I said, they were descendents of Aztecs. The 
tins would show that they had a good deal of latent ability in archi- 
lecture. In fact, I saw plainly in one of the ruins there, a building 
that had crumbled, some of the sculptured columns still standing 
Here. It looked almost as though it had been put up recently, and 
the enamel just the same. That required intelligence at the time. 
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Mr. KrarruL. Mr. John Lind thinks that the better class of Mexi- 
cans are in the north, and that the salvation of Mexico depends upon 
their success. Do you agree with him? 

Mr. Barrcu. I do not agree with him. My reason for that would 
be this: In southern Mexico, as I say, they are descendents of that 
ancient civilization. They have been kept down. Diaz himself was 
simply a typical Mexican Indian, as you might call it. 

r. Kearrun. From Oaxaca? 

Mr. Bartcu. Yes,sir. The term “ Indian ” is not a term used there 
as it is in this country. It has an entirely different significance, a 
different type of man. Now, I became acquainted with Mexicans 
there that were highly educated, and, I say, they are susceptible of a 
high degree of education if they have a chance. In northern Mexico 
we havea mixture. We have had in the west a great many renegades 
who committed crimes in the United States, and it is easy to go across 
the border. They could commit depredations in this country, steal 
cattle and commit other offenses, and go across the border, and before 
you could get any requisition papers they would be out of reach. The 
same way with Mexicans coming over to this country, flying back and 
forth. So you have a mixture there that you could not class as a pure- 
bred Indian you will find in southern Mexico; that is, when you take 
that class. Of course, you take the mountains there about Vera 
Cruz, the State of Vera Cruz, and in some places in Mishoacan, in 
the Sierra Madre and Sierra del Dur Mountains, there are peop in 
there that could not be classed with the Mexicans generally. But I 
could not agree with that idea that the better class of people in 
Mexico are in the northern part. 

Mr. Kearrut. You do think that the Mexican people have the 
qualities, that, if they were given a chance, backed by the United 
States, for example, they could form a good government and be a 
nation of good citizens, do you? 

Mr. Barreca. I do. And I wish to state that. from my investiga- 
tions, I feel that they, the better class of Mexicans, would hail the day 
when this country would establish a good government there. 

Mr Kearruu. Do they say so openly ? 

Mr. Barrcu. Well, they dare not, but I have had Mexicans con- 
fer with me on that subject. In fact, before this on one occasion 
I was requested to come here to Washington, and had a long inter- 
view with some of those people. They regret very much that this 
Government did not do something for them. You take the Mexi- 
cans in the southern country, and they have many good qualities 
about them. It is useless to denounce them as a class. You can 
not say that Mexico is a thoroughly civilized country in the sense 
the United States is, but there are civilized Mexicans there who 
would like to have their country in the same condition that this 
country is, and I think it would be a great act of humanity for this 
Government to establish a civilized government in Mexico. 

Mr. Kearruu. Do you think this Government owes any duty to 
its own citizens, and not simply a matter of self-protection? 

Mr. Bartcu. I certainly do. This Government has got 2,000 
miles of border to protect. It is bound to keep its eve on the ports 
on the Gulf coast and on the western coast. They have very good 
seaports on those coasts. The port of Acapulco is considered the 
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second or third best natural port in the world, and in case of a 
foreign invasion this country, of course, would be concerned. At 
present this Government has no control over the part at Magdalena 
Bay nor the Gulf of California. Ships of considerable size can 
ail up the Gulf of California and land almost in the heart of this 
country, in Arizona. Why shouldn’t this Government be concerned 
about Mexico? Why would it not be its duty to put that country 
in such shape that the two countries together could form one great 
council nation and be of assistance to each other? The railroads 
are here, the natural means to do it. You can construct a railroad 
s that you could connect Mexico with Canada and with Hudson 
Bay. Not only Mexico with the United States but Canada. It 
would be a great benefit to the whole country if Mexico would have 
a government that would be a substantial modern government, that 
would protect the rights of foreigners as well as their own people. 

Mr. Kearrun. Are you prepared to give instances of murders and 
atrocities committed in the carrying out of the anti-American plan 
to which you have referred ? 

Mr. Barrcu. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearrun. Will you proceed to do so? 

Mr. Bartcu. Yes, sir. Ta the spring of 1907, sometime, A. L. 
Foster and three other men were killed in the town of Alamo, in 
Lower California. I examined a Mr. Church, who was one of the 
intended victims. They had five men in an adobe house at the out- 
skirts of the town, and they had accused Dr. Foster of giving medical 
aid to rebels. These were federal forces that did that. The others 
were accused of having given information to the rebels of their 
movements. They had them in a room, and they took them out and 
lined them up against a wall. I am giving this from Church, who 
exaped. Church was imprisoned in the house, and he noticed an 
opening in the rear of the building, and he got out through that into 
the jungle, and as he left the house the shots went off that killed the 
other four. Then he came across the line, and he said he took the mat- 
ler up with the State Department and had some correspondence back 
and forth, and then the matter was dropped. He used some pretty 
strong epithets against the United States—was very bitter against the 
United States, the flag, and everything. He had me promise I would 
hot use the evidence unless it was necessary, and so I never did. I 
never filed the affidavit, but his story is a very interesting one. 

On March 4, 1911, or about that time, a military force under Gen. 
Blanco invaded the ranch of Robert O. Grewell and seized a lot of 
8 property. He appealed to the officer to return his horses, and he 
refused insolently. Then he overtook Gen. Blanco himself and ap- 
pealed to him to return the horses so that he could pursue his busi- 
ness, Blanco, instead of granting his appeal, took him along with 
his army into the battle of Agua Prieta, and during the battle he got 
an opportunity to escape, and they took a snapshot of Blanco and 
got him in the picture, and after he escaped, the other side began to 
search the country for him to execute him because they thought he 
was a spy. In fact, both sides thought he was a spy. Then they 

gan to commit acts of violence against his family, and he had 
to move them out. 
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In January, 1912, James N. Walker, an American citizen, was 
killed by Mexicans in his own home at Colonia Dublan. Several 
Americans investigated the case and found the Mexican who had 
killed Walker. They got the evidence, so that they said there was 
not any question about his guilt, and then went to the judge and 
reported the case. They brought the culprit in, and the court set the 
time for trial, and the American who had obtained the testimony 
against him appeared there. Then the judge held a secret conference 
with the culprit and investigated the case himself, would not permit 
them to testify at all, and discharged the culprit, and that was all 
that was done about the murder of Walker. 

About the middle of June, 1912, Col. Rivera—some called him 
colonel and some general—appeared in Colonia Morelos with a force 
of 750 soldiers and camped in the vards of Americans and in the 
main streets of the town. They began to shoot cattle and chickens 
that were owned by Americans and leave the offal laying in the hot 
sun to putrefy. They kept on with their depredations, and in a few 
days another force of 250 more soldiers appeared under Col. Obregon, 
who also camped in the same way, and the depredations were con- 
tinued. Afterwards, Gen. Santinez himself appeared with about 
750 more soldiers, camped in the streets and in yards of Americans, 
and, as stated by the witness, if possible, the conditions were worse 
than before. 

Mr. Kearrut. Was he the general whose forces were permitted to 
go through American territory ¢ 

Mr. Barren. He was the general whose forces were permitted ta 
go through American territory to protect the colonists. 
© And Mr. Charles W. Lillywhite appealed to Col. Rivera to remove 
the soldiers from the streets and yards to a place at the outskirts of 
the town, a very good camping ground, and his appeal was received 
with insolence and had no effect, but later Rivera removed a small 
croup of soldiers immediately from the front of Mr. Lillywhite’s 
house into another part of the street. Then their depredations and 
indecencies were continually committed until a committee of citizens 
waited upon Obregon and Rivera and were received with insolence, 
and they were permitted to continue in the same way. They were 
permitted to bathe in the nude in the ditches in the streets, right in 
the view of women and children, and polluting the water, so that the 
people had to carry water from about a mile distant for culinary 
purposes, remaining there about three weeks. 

Another victim of threats by those forces was William Adams. 
His wife died in Colonia Diaz. Mr. Arthur Evans took several rela- 
tives and a friend over in an automobile to attend the funeral. They 
crossed the border at Palomas, and the officer in charge examined the 
baggage in the automobile and told them they could go on and travel 
anvwhere in Mexico: that no written pass was necessary. 

When thev arrived at Colonia Diaz the relatives alighted, and 
Mr. Evans drove his car to one of the places of Mr. Sanford at 
Ascencion and retired for the night. After he had retired. Mr. 
Chides, the justice of the peace, who was also commander of a force 
of soldiers, appeared at the house and demanded to know where 
Evans was. They told him he was upstairs. and they called him 
down. He arrested him, then took him over to the adobe hut and 
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imprisoned him there, and Mr. Sanford also. In a few hours they 
released Mr. Sanford and allowed him to go. They held Evans there 
until morning, and then compelled him to take an armed guard and 
the justice of the peace over to Colonia Diaz to see the relatives and 
tosee whether or not they had a written pass. When they got there 
thev did not have the pass, and about that time Mr. Adams stepped 
up and wanted to know of Mr. Evans what was the matter. He told 
him they had arrested him because he had no written pass. He took 
the matter up and interceded for Mr. Evans, and the officer at once 
few into a rage and drew his gun on him. He grabbed the muzzle 
of the gun, and with that he pulled his revolver out of his pocket, 
and while his daughter was trying to protect him he shot him. She 
was trying to protect Adams, her father. He shot him, and he was 
dead in about five minutes, as the evidence showed. , 

Then the officer ordered Evans to drive on to Ascencion and com- 
pelled him to drive at top speed over the ditches and rough roads, 
and finally his engine gave out. They drew their guns on him and 
threatened to shoot him if he did not get that engine and car to go. 

eexpected to be shot every moment, as he stated. Then when they 
got pretty close to Ascencion a Wagon came along, and they hooked 
on to that, and they took him over there and locked him up again. 

The next day they took him to court without arresting the accused 
or the culprit, and there, surrounded by armed policemen and officers, 
E himself took up the case for Chides, the justice of the peace, 
asking Evans questions tending to exonerate him from the crime and 
to put the blame on Adams. Evans, of course, was terror stricken 
and tried to answer the questions as the judge wanted him to, but 
he failed to do so. They kept him there that day, and the next day 
they brought him in again and went through the same performance. 
The third day they brought him in and then permitted the culprit 
himself to examine him, and finally they drew up an affidavit in 
‘panish and had him sign that. He could not read Spanish, did not 
know a thing about what was on it. 

Then about that time the officer at Palomas had got word from 
Mr. Sanford, who escaped at the time of the shooting, and told him 
what had heen going on. He came over to Colonia Diaz and finally 
vot Evans out. The evidence showed that he was completely fright- 
ened, and of course signed the affidavit trying to save his life. I 
should say in regard to Mr. Adams that the same officer had threat- 
ened to kill him before, and the threat was carried out. 

Mr. J. D. Harvey was killed at his home by Mexicans without any 
provocation. A Mrs. James Mortenson lived in that vicinity, and 
several Mexicans with the same force appeared there, and she, as I 
was told in the statements from the witnesses, saw them coming and 
barricaded the door. They came up against the door and could not 
open it. They tried to burst it in. They threatened her with death 
unless she opened it. She opened the door finally, and then they 
ordered her to get dinner or supper. She prepared the meal and told 
them it was ready now. She then took a coffee pot and turned to vo 
to the stove, presumably to put more water in it, and while she did 
u they shot her in the back and killed her. The little girl escaped. 

Marina Scott was also killed at the same place. 

On August 1, 1912, a detachment of about 25 soldiers appeared at 
the home of Joseph 1. Clawson, in Colonia Dublan, and forced their 
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way into the house. He was in the room. . His family had been driven 
out on the 29th of July previous. They told him to leave. He said, 
“ No: this is my home.” The captain told him, “ This was your home 
once, it is ours now, you will have to leave.” He still insisted on 
staying. He ordered his men to take aim at him, and they all took 
aim, and he said he looked up those guns and into their faces and he 
saw it was allup with him. The captain told him he would give him 
one more chance, and he told him to give him time to put on his coat. 
and he did, and he left. Ife said there was a gang outside looking 
over his home. He had a fine home there. Before he got away any 
distance he said thev had a free fist fight there in front of his house 
to determine who should have that place. 

Joshua Stevens was killed about Sugust 26, 1912. He had per- 
sisted in remaining there, after the Americans had been driven out. 
to take care of his property. The Mexicans appeared one day at his 
home, and he had several daughters there, and the way his statemer’ 
showed their object was to molest those daughters. They were out in 
the field. and he was there, too. He went down there with them and 
talked with them. Then they started on down together, and as he 
went along one of them turned around and thrust a dagger into his 
breast. and thev left him. I think he shot one of them, as I recollect 
it. But by the time the others got there he was dead. and the other 
one escaped. 

Now, in none of these cases was I able to find that any of these 
culprits were punished, or that the Mexican Government made any 
reasonable effort to apprehend or punish them. 

On September 18, 1912, when Gen. Salazar invaded Colonia More- 
los, Damiel H. Schnall and several companions remained there to 
care for their property after their families had been driven out. 
The soldiers at once went from one American home to another and 
looted and pillaged them. Sechnall and several companions ap- 
proached Gen, Salazar and asked him to prevent his soldiers from 
pillaging their homes and destroying their property, saying that 
they would be willing to furnish them flour and provisions that 
they needed if they would not destroy them. Instead of granting 
their request. he held them there under duress while he went into the 
store and ordered the clerk—that happened in front of the store. 
He had a number of soldiers drawn up in line in front of the store. 
He took him in the store and held him there while he ordered the 
clerk to tie up various articles as he designated them, to quite a large 
extent, and they carried them away, and when they were through 
thev finally released them. 

They had tied horses behind the store, and he went to get his 
saddle horse, and as he got the saddle horse a Mexican, one of the 
coldiers, stepped up and took hold of the reins and said, “ That is my 
horse.” Mr. Schnall said. “ No: that is my saddle horse.” He said, 
“ You keep vour hands off.” He saw he meant it. and, of course, he 
walked away and they took the saddle horse. That night couriers 
were sent from Douglas to Colonia Morelos to warn them that Gen. 
Rozoran would appear there and they were in danger, and to leave 
the town forthwith for the United States They got there in the 
morning about the break of day. Their saddle horses were gone an 
they got such horses as they could get, and about noon the army 
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appeared up over a hill, and as soon as they got in sight they began 

to shoot. They got on their horses in a hurry and got out and left 

a pack animals, and finally got into the brush and escaped to 
ouelas. 

Gen. Avila, in the latter part of February, 1913, captured a number 
of Americans in Colonia Chuchupa and held one of them there for 
ransom in the sum of $1,000, and threatened to kill him, but finally 
he turned over everything he had, and they let him off. 

Afterwards, in the fore part of March, 1913, Gen. Rojas appeared 
with a command of soldiers and held William E. Williams and other 
Americans for ransom also to the extent of 100 head of cattle with a 
value of about $3,000, and they turned over 90 head of cattle to get 
nil of him. 

Findley Merrill, in the latter part of 1913, was hung up by his 
thumbs by a detachment of soldiers. They drew him up and let him 
down a number of times and punished him shamefully, and finally 
took everything he had. He turned over all his money and every- 
thing and they let him go. He had remained there also to protect his 
property. 

In the spring of 1914 about 12 men and some women and children 
retumed to Colonia Morelos to try to protect what property they 
could and cultivate their land. About April, 1914, the situation be- 
came very serious. The United States had taken possession of Vera 
Cruz, and they were preparing, under advice of this Government, to 
return to the United State for safety. They intended to depart in the 
nighttime, but the soldiers learned of their intention and then or- 
dered them not to depart. They obeyed the orders, and in the night- 
time they broke into their sleeping apartment where the women and 
children were lying and used all sorts of vile language, until the 
women were perfectly terror stricken. Then in the morning, after be- 
ing warned that they should take no property with them, and being 
given to understand that the property they had belonged to Mexicans, 
and on pain of being killed, they should take no property with them, 
and if it was found they did they would kill them, they finally per- 
mitted them to go, and they came back to the United States. 

When the President issued his proclamation in August, 1913— 
that is, the present administration—advising them to leave Mexico, 
It had the effect of aggravating the situation. The Mexicans taunted 
the Americans with the fact that their own Government would not 
protect them. The conditions simply became worse. It had that 
effect. It had the same effect as when President Taft advised them 
to leave the trouble zone, and again when the Secretary of State ad- 
vised them to come out in 1914, about April 23, I think it was. 

- KrarruL. Those were orders, rather than advice, were they 
not? 

Mr. Bartcu. Yes, sir. They were proclamations, as I understood. 

About August 27, 1914, Charles W. Witten and several companions 
returned to Colonia Garcia to see if they could not secure and protect 
some property and cultivate some of their land. When they got there 
they found that the town was occupied by a force of soldiers, and the 
solliers found they were there. Thev had tried to conceal them- 
elves. They at once arrested them, although they had passes from 
Gen, Ochoa, I believe was the name, and their passes were ignored. 
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They stated that they lined them up under the eaves of a house while 
it was raining very hard and kept them there for a considerable time, 
letting the water run onto them. Then they took them out about 4 
or 5 miles from town and were going to take them to an officer higher 
up and see what would become of them. When they got there they 
told them they wanted to go to the United States, and after parleying 
with them a long while they took everything they had and finally let 
them go, on the condition that they left the country. 

Wher pon, at 6.45 o’clock p. m., the committee adjourned, to 
meet again on Thursday, March 6, 1920, at 10 o’clock a. m.) 
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THURSDAY, MAY 6, 1920. 


Unrrep States SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON Foretqn RELATIONS, 
Washington, D. C. 
Testimony taken at Washington, D. C., May 6, 1920, by Francis 
J, Kearful, Esq., in pursuance of an order of the subcommittee of 
the Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate. 


TESTIMONY OF G. W. BARTCH—Resumed. 


Mr. KearruL. You may proceed, Mr. Bartch, where you left off 
ae evening. 

Mr. Barrcu. f testified in regard to Moroni Fenn and others, 
and I wanted to refer again to that subject. 

On the morning of September 12, 1912, Gen. Salazar made another 
speech of the same vicious character as the one made on the evening 
before. During the speech in the evening, while he was abusing 
and insulting Mr. Fenn and his companions, and the President and 
the citizens of the United States in general, evidently to impress 
upon his prisoners more forcibly his contempt for citizens of the 
United States, the general had his interpreter repeat his vicious 
utterances in English, although he knew that all of his prisoners 
could speak and interpret the FER language fluently. 

n the morning of the 12th the army and the prisoners moved 
over to Colonia Morelos. they having been encamped at Colonia 
Sin Jose, There, under the command of Gen. Salazar, the soldiers 
and his officers, without disturbing a single Mexican residence, pro- 
ceeded from house to house owned by Americans who had fled from 
the country in fear of his army, pillaged their homes, destroyed 
their property at random. Mr. Fenn and companions stated that 
they saw them break into the houses of American citizens, smash 
the windows, damage the floor and walls, break up the furniture, 
throw it into the street, shoot into the houses, cut and tear down 
ences and gates, utterly destroy the fruit, and generally devastate 
the premises, all the while saving harmless the property of Mexi- 
cans, 

During his speech inveighing against the prisoners, the President, 
and citizens of the United States, he was cheered vociferously by his 
fexican hearers. He informed them that the property of the Ameri- 
cans belonged to Mexicans and would be distributed to them. The 
exicans frequently appealed to him to give them American prop- 
erty. He replied to their entreaties by saying that the distribution 
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would be made later, that he had not time to do it then. He boasted 
frequently of having killed Americans, and of having driven them 
out of Colonia Dublan and other American towns in the State of 
Chihuahua, and his prisoners heard the soldiers boast of how they 
had ravished American women, and they declared, as the evidence 
shows. that if they caught any American women in that region they 
would make use of them. 

These confessedly leading Mexican military officers and their 
armies committed offenses, abuses, cruelties, larcency, robbery, rape, 
murder, treacherv, and other hideous crimes, Americans being the 
victims, with the barbarous design of running law-abiding citizens of 
a friendly nation out of Mexico, or of exterminating them, and then 
seizing and appropriating their properties, and all this with immunity 
from punishment by the Mexican Government thus far by this Gov- 
ernment. 

In reply to the question asked yesterday as to how many Americans 
were driven out of Mexico: When the Americans were driven out of 
Mexico they were, through the Mexican military forces and nationals 
encouraged by and operating with them, as shown by the evidence 
which I have taken, compelled to abandon all of their possessions, 
millions of dollars’ worth of property, which had been lawfully ac- 
quired under the laws of Mexico while they were peaceably carry- 
ing on their business and maintaining a strictly neutral position as to 
the Mexican belligerents. They were so forced, through the acts of 
violence of the military forces, to abandon their homes and property, 
without any cause that I was able to ascertain except that they were 
American citizens, the hostile Mexicans being evidently actuated by 
race hatred. created by the military forces in accordance with the con- 
certed plan to rid that country of Americans, and actuated by an 
insatiate desire for rapine and plunder and to acquire the accumula- 
tions and possessions of American citizens. It appeared that a hostile 
sentiment was created against foreigners generally, but was espe- 
cially directed against the Americans, and rebel forces and federal 
forces alike were arrayed against the citizens of the United States in 
Mexico. All appeals to governmental officers were received either with 
indifference or with insolence, and no protection was granted. Mexi- 
ean oflicers, civil, military, and judicial, in that region, appeared to 
be imbued with the same spirit that actuated the military in their 
violence. 

The instances during the years 1911 and 1912 of the seizure, de- 
struction, and appropriation of property owned by Americans are 
too numerous for specific mention: and the instances of the cruelty, 
abuse, and insulting Americans, including women and children, dur- 
ing 1911 and 1912 and thereafter, are likewise too numerous for 
specific mention. The testimony, however, which is on file in the 
Department of State of the United States, will show many of these 
instances, and the outrages which rendered the American families 
completely terror stricken and kept them constantly in fear of per- 
sonal injury. 

Counsel asked me yesterday respecting my opinion as to the Mexi- 
cans in northern Mexico and in southern Mexico. I wish to add to 
what I said that while there was a strong anti-American sentiment 
created by the military forces in northern Mexico, still there were 
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better classes of Mexican citizens who were of humane disposition, 
and were friendly to the Americans; but those who expressed their 
friendship in speech or acts were in danger of the violence of the 
military forces and the hostile nationals operating with them, the 
same as the Americans were. This. I take it, is true as to the friendly 
Mexicans, throughout the northern and southern portions of the 
country, at least, as far as I was able to ascertain. 

As an instance to show the hostility toward friendly Mexicans. 
I will refer to the case of Marcos Calderan. For some years he had 
been in the employ of Isaac W. Pierce, an American who owned 
a gristmill and considerable other property at or near Colonia 
Diaz. He was a faithful employee, and when Mr. Pierce was com- 
ia to flee for safety, he left his property in charge of Mr. Cal- 
aeran. 

When the military forces invaded Colonia Diaz, a detachment 
invaded the eristmill and the home of the American, on or about 
October 15, 1912. Finding that Mr. Calderan was caring for the 
property of an American, they maliciously and brutally marched 
him to the cemetery, compelled him to dig a grave, and then to stand 
on the edge of it, and they then shot him to death so that he fell into 
the grave. and they covered him up. A few days thereafter they 
shot and killed another faithful Mexican, an employee of Mr. Pierce. 
In this way they gave notice that Mexicans must not befriend 
Americans. 

Another instance which occurred at Colonia Morelos, where a 
Mexican was also a faithful employee of an American. Upon being 
fond trying to protect the property in his charge, he was shame- 
fully maltreated by a military force, and upon fleeing into the hills 
to secrete himself, he was trailed and brought back and compelled 
to reveal some of the property and effects of the American, including 
money, but finally upon ascertaining that the Americans had fled 
es their money, and no effects being found, they permitted him 
0 g0, 

There were numerous instances which I ascertained where, during 
the vears 1911 and 1912, up to the time of the flight of Americans, 
Mexicans appeared at the homes of Americans and informed them 
of the plan to drive them out, in a friendly way, and the danger 
that was imminent. 

In numerous other cases Mexicans of hostile disposition appeared 
at their homes to determine which Mexican should receive this 
Property or that property, showing that they generally understood 
the plan to run the Americans out of Mexico much the same as re- 
vealed by Gen. Salazar and Gen. Rojas and other leaders in thought 
and action in their speeches. | 

To show the manner in which they treated the effects and prop- 
erty of Americans, I refer to a raid that was made by military 
forces on a store that was owned by Charles W. Lillywhite & Bros., 
In Colonia, Morelos. That was in the early part of September, 
1912, The soldiers, while invading the town of Colonia Morelos, 
broke into the store, smashed the doors and windows, and, as the 
evidence shows, completely destroyed the showcases and fixtures, 
smashed the furniture, seized all of the merchandise, destroying 
the greater portion of it, threw large quantities of canned goods 
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and groceries, hardware, and drugs, in a mixture upon the floor, 
destroying cans, bottles, and vials of drugs, and scattered upon the 
mixture poisonous substances which are carried in the mercantile 
business, consisting of strychnine, quinine, rough on rats, cyamde, 
and other poisonous articles, breaking the bottles that contained 
them, and the ruins were still visible when the owner returned to 
see if he could not secure and protect some of his property. I dis- 
covered various instances of that character in taking evidence. 

In another instance, in the same town, they invaded a flour mill, 
appropriated what flour they wanted, and threw the balance on the 
floor of the mill. 

When the military forces were invading Colonia Morelos and that 
region, as the testimony which I have lca shows, they summoned 
the Mexicans in the region to a meeting, at which Gen. Salazar pre- 
sided. It appears that the General informed the Mexican residents 
that the time had come when the possessions of the Gringoes were 
to be divided among the Mexican people, to whom he claimed it 
belonged: and he proceeded to distribute the lands among the local 
Mexicans who would announce their allegiance to the rebel cause 
and swear vengeance against the Gringoes. That was done after 
the Americans had been driven out, and was reported to the wit- 
ness whom I examined by a friendly Mexican, an employee of the 
American. 

One of the witnesses also stated that in the town of Colonia San 
Jose, when it was invaded by Gen. Rojas, notices were posted on 
the street corners warning the Americans who were in that region. 
having returned to try to secure some of their property, to leave 
Mexico and not return. 

About May 1, 1914, J. D. Lillywhite and Lee J. Huber returned 
to Colonia Morelos to take charge of what property of Lillywhite 
Bros. might be remaining, including the grist mill, and to harvest 
their crops. if possible. On arriving there they found the hos- 
tility and violence of Mexican officers and soldiers and hostile na- 
tionals continuing unabated. Several soldiers appeared at the mill 
with a small roll of Mexican scrip, constitutional money, and offered 
it in exchange for flour. Lillywhite and Huber, aware that the scrip 
had no value in the United States, declined to accept it and informed 
them that the flour in the mill had all been contracted to be delivered 
to the E} Tigre Mining Co. Shortly thereafter a detachment. of 
soldiers arrested Lillywhite and [huber. took them to the office of the 
commissario, and they were informed by the commissario and other 
leading Mexicans that they had committed a very grave offense and 
insult against the Mexican Government. by refusing to accept the 
serip. and that it was the prerogative of the commissario to fine them 
in the sum of $500 each. or sentence them to jail for one year. or 
force them to enter the constitutionalist army, and that they were at 
liberty to take their choice of these penalties. While pronouncing the 
sentence the commissario was exceedingly abusive, in the presence of 
armed soldiers, and boastingly exclaimed, “ You are in Mexico now 
and are subject to Mexican authority.” The prisoners made no re- 
sistence, deeming it useless, but tried to explain to him that thev 
simply acted in accordance with their duty to their employer. The 
commissario, however, accepted no explanation, but gave them an 
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upportunity to raise the $500 fine, instead of going to prison, and per- 
mitted them to return to the mill, which was patrolled by armed sol- 
hers. They took advantage of the permission to raise the money, 
anl finally effected their escape into the United States, by securing 
sallle horses and riding all night. 

In the latter part of 1914 Charles W. Lillywhite and Horace F. 
Lillywhite, although hostilities still existed and the anti-American 
vitinent was intense, returned to Colonia Morelos to care for any 
of their property that might be remaining, intended to plant crops, 
aul to endeavor to operate their mill. While endeavoring to con- 
duct their business, or the business of Lillywhite Bros.. they suf- 
fered various losses through hostile invasions of military forces, and 
rationals operating with them, until about January 23, 1915, when 
an advance guard of Gen. Jesus Trujillo and Gen. Sosa arrived 
under the command of Col. Tomas Rosas, and about February 
2,1915, the main army of Gen. Sosa, consisting of about 3,000 soldiers 
andl olhvers, arrived. Gen. Trujillo having arrived previous to that. 

The two Americans had procured passports from the counsel rep- 
renting Gov. Mavtorena. The passports purported to give guar- 
intees for protection for person and property, and were also ap- 
provedl by the counsel of a Mexican general. About that time there 
vere about 17 American men and relatives, or families, in the town. 
They were all arrested by the advance guard of the army, and held 
ai prisoners, with the town for a jail, during a period of 10 days, 
intl the arrival of Gen. Sosa. In the meantime, Charles W. Lilly- 
white was commanded to furnish them flour and other products from 
the mill, and the soldiers seized and appropriated the grain, flour, 
“rveries, and other supplies and personal property which the Lilly- 
white Bros. and other Americans had, and seized and appropri- 
itd the horses and live stock, shot two milk cows owned by the 
Lillywhite Bros., pillaged their homes, and left them destitute of 
Provisions, . 

Charles W. Lillywhite was seized upon for special attack by officers 
inl soldiers, and especially by Col. Rosas and Gen. Trujillo, who were 
mong the invaders of the town. Upon seizing their property, 
Charles W, Lillywhite appealed to Col. Rosas to permit them to re- 
tn some of their horses. The colonel flew into a rage, flashed his 
“s-shooter at Lillywhite and called him vile and abusive names, 
imong his epithets being “ You gringo, low-lived coward, you son of 
hitch, you are a robber.” ; 

Afterwards Col. Alfredo Frigosa arrived and used similar epithets 
avunst them: both of the colonels stating, as the evidence shows, that 
the Americans had robbed the Mexicans of their lands, as they had 
Purchased them from President Porfirio Diaz, and that the time had 
“ne when the gringos would have to submit to their demands will- 
ingly, or they would take them over the border line where they be- 
menl, and that that country belonged to the Mexicans. Col. Sosa, 
m boasting terms, declared that he had been assigned the duty to dis- 
tribute the lands of “ gringos ” among these “ Mexicans,” waving his 
hand at a large crowd of natives who had gathered by. Then, shov- 
ng his fist in the face of Lillywhite, he said, “Speak! Are you 
agreeable to that or not? Answer quick.” To all of which Lilly- 
white had to submit. ) 
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On January 26, 1915, Charles W. Lillywhite, already under arrest, 
with the town as a jail, was taken by a detachment of soldiers under 
command of a captain, as prisoner, and cruelly and shamefully 
prodded with their bayonets, as they were taking him to a warehouse, 
and upon their arrival there, Col. Frigosa wantonly and brutally 
shoved him over a barbed-wire fence, then imprisoned him in the 
warehouse and held him under guard incommunicado during the 
rest of the day until Jate at night. While there as a prisoner, he was 
afterwards informed, that the Mexicans designed to take him as a 
prisoner across the country to Fronteras, a distance of 30 miles, and 
on the way incidentally have him attempt to escape, when they would 
shoot him to death under the pretense that he had attempted to get 
away from his guard. 

The timely arrival of Col. Hero, with several hundred troops, how- 
ever, frustrated their designs to kill Lillywhite. That colonel was 
of humane disposition and did all he could to save him from further 
violence, until Gen. Trujillo arrived, who was superior in command 
to Col. Haro, and then the situation of Lillywhite again became des- 
perate. He was taken before Gen. Trujillo on the 27th of January. 
and on the 29th he was taken twice before the general, and each time 
was abused and held under threats of death. 

On the last occasion, on the 29th, Gen. Trujillo himself flew at 
him in a rage, and among his abusive epithets said, “ You gringo 
rascal son of a bitch, robbing brute, the greatest robber in the 
colony. Run the flour mill and send flour to this Cuartel or I will 
kill you.” Then the general viciously and brutally kicked him in 
the presence of his officers. 

For the claimant to have attempted to reason with either Col. 
Frigosa or Gen. Trujillo, as he stated, would doubtless have cost 
him his life, for when the general so brutally kicked him, they were 
on the point of striking him down, Col. Frigosa with his pistol and 
Gen. Trujillo with his sword, as appears from Lillywhite’s testi- 
mony. To save his life he was compelled to submit to their cruelty 
and abuse, convinced that resentment meant death. He was con- 
stantly in great stress of mind, not only because of his own safety, 
but because of that of his family, and except, as he asserted, for the 
arrival at that time of Gen. Sosa, who appeared to be a humane 
gentleman, and who was general in chief of the army, Lillywhite 
would doubtless have fallen the victim of that Mexican violence. 

About July 4, 1913, a force of Mexican soldiers operating under 
the command of Gen. Salazar brutally assaulted and killed a Mexi- 
“an, Who was friendly to Americans, on the Bavi Cora ranch near 
the town of Madero, because they had learned of his friendliness to 
Americans. They first beat him, then shot and killed him: they 
piled wood on him and burned his body. except a small portion 
thereof, which was afterwards buried by William E. Williams and 
some Companions. i 

Mr. Kearrun. Have vou had occasion to take testimony respect- 
ing the massacre at Santa Ysabel? 

Mr. Barren. Yes, sir. I prepared the documents in the case of 
Mrs. Helen Hintz Coy. She now resides in San Francisco, Calif. 
Her husband, John Pope Coy, was one of the victims of the mas- 
sacre at Santa Ysabel. He had been employed by the Cusi Mining 
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Co., and was on his was to Cusihuiriachic. He was a gentleman of 
fne attainments and a competent mechanical engineer. He had not 
been in Mexico previously. On his way he stopped at E] Paso and 
there joined a number of other Americans. 

On the evening of January 8, 1916, at a banquet, leading Mexicans 
astired the Americans that the country where they were going was 
safe and peaceable, and Mexican officials in authority issued pass- 
ports to them, purporting to permit them to travel in Mexico in 
safety. On the morning of the 9th of January they boarded a 
tain and traveled in safety over the railroad to the city of Chi- 
huahua, where Mr. Coy and his companions were joined by several 
other Americans. At Chihuahua some of them were apprehensive 
that trouble might ensue. They had been assured, however, by 
Government officials at El Paso that there was no danger, 'and that 
they could safely travel from El Paso to Cusihuiriachic. At Chi- 
huahua they were again assured of the safety along the Mexican 
Northwestern Railroad from Chihuahua to Cusihuiriachic, by the 
governor of that State, by Gen. Jacinto de Trevino, the commander. 
of that military zone, and other Government officials. 

Notwithstanding those assurances, however. some of the Americans 
were apprehensive of danger, and C. R. Watson applied to Gen. 
Trevino for Government troops to guard the train the next day. 
The general replied that it was unnecessary; that the country was 
under the control of Government troops, and that he would send out 
more troops the next morning, and if danger arose they would be 
protected. 

Their apprehension was also indicated by a letter which Mr. W. D. 
Pearce wrote to his brother, S. L. Pearce, at Laymond, Calif. A 
photographic copy of that letter, I am informed, 1s on file with the 
Department of State of the United States. 

In the letter, among other things, he states: 

Watson has arranged for a special car to take us out in the morning, and I 
have decided to go. There will be about 20 Americans in the party. Some of 
them are a little nervous, as it is rumored that all is not quiet out that Wily, 
Watson saw the commanding officer here and offered to pay for troops to ac- 
Company the train, but was assured that Carranza troops are in control along 
the railroad and at Cusihuiriachic, and that he was sending more out this way 
tonight or early in the morning. So I hope to be able to work for a while 
Without interruption. ; 

Mr. Carranza is more to be feared than was Vila. Villa, at least, had 
urage to enforce orders, which is more than I ean say for Carranza. Car- 
ranza fears Villa more than anything else, and if he can make trouble for us 
Americans, and at the same time make it appear that it was Villa who made 
the trouble, you may be sure he will do it. 

The next morning, on January 10, 1916, Mr. Coy and his com- 
panions boarded a train and started for Cusihuiriachic. They trav- 
eled in safety to Santa Ysabel. When they arrived at that station 
two armed Mexicans rode up to and along the train, viewed it, and 
rode away, 

After the train left Santa Ysabel and had traveled about 8 kilo- 
meters it was stopped by another train, the front car of which had 
een derailed in a cut near the river. That was a troop train that 
had preceded the ill-fated train, the two trains traveling about 10 
miles apart. When the ill-fated train stopped a force of Mexican 
‘oldiers shot into the car in which the Americans were traveling. 
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They wounded some of them, then forced them all out of the car, and 
while doing so C. R. Watson, R. P. McHatton, and Thomas V. 
Holmes ran toward the river, attempting to escape, while the Mexi- 
cans were shooting at them. Holmes tripped and fell into the brush, 
and the Mexicans then, evidently assuming he was dead, turned 
their attention to Watson and McHatton, and shot and killed them. 
While they were shooting at them, Holmes crept through the brush 
and into the river, then followed the bank down until he escaped. 
The other parties were lined up against the car and brutally shot to 
death. Eighteen were killed and one escaped. The Mexicans who 
were on the train were then permitted to depart. 

The occurrence was described by the conductor, J. Guadalupe 
Gardona, of the ill-fated train, which affidavit, as reported in the 
public press of the United States, was given to the British consul at 
Chihuahua City and telegraphed to the British consul, H. C. Miles, 
at El Paso. As reported in the press it read as follows: 


The train arrived at Santa Ysabel at 1.15 p. m. On arriving at kilometer 68, 
8 kilometers beyond Santa Ysabel. we encountered a train, national engine No. 
57, off the track. When I got off to see what happened the shooting started 
Afterwards Gen. Rayna placed us under guard, searching us and also searching 
the car All the money on the passengers and in the car was taken. After 
that had taken place we left. the Americans having been killed. Some of the 
foreigners were first shot on the train, and a number, ineluding one Mexican. 
who were wounded in the car, were later taken off and murdered. Some of 
them jumped off and ran toward the river. These included Watson. They 
were followed and fired upon. 


A messenger from the city of Chihuahua, after arriving at El Paso, 
January 13, 1916, made a statement, in which. as published in the 
public press, he said: 


The mining company’s train had been preceded Monday by a troop train 
earrying from 500 to 1.000 Carranza soldiers. The two trains were traveling 
10 miles apart. At 1 oOGloek p. m., it Was reported to Chihuahua that the troop 
train was derailed in a canyon, and at 4 o'clock reports of the hold-up of the 
passenger train with a number of Mexican women and children aboard returned 
to Chihuahua City with the first news of the massacre. 


One Vasquez, a Mexican in the employ of C. R. Watson, who was a 
witness to the tragedy, made a statement in which, as published in 
the public press, among other things. he said: 


They left our ear, placing guards at the doors, and went into the next ear. 
The foreigners were driven out. Some of them had been wounded by their 
shooting into the train. Outside the soldiers pointed their guns at them and 
forced them to strip themselves of their clothing. That was done by the 
Americans, and they stood there in their underclothing. The soldiers then 
ordered them to line up along the side of the railroad track. and then the most 
horrible part began. Two soldiers using Mausers were told by Col, Lopez to 
kill the Americanus. One of them went up to the first foreigner and shot him, 
and as he died the second one tired his Mauser at the second foreigner, standing 
in line. A general confusion began when the first two were killed, but the 
two men ran along the line, taking turns shooting the Amerienans. Some of the 
foreigners attempted to break away, but they were forced back by the soldiers 
until the entire line had been killed. Only two men did the executing. The 
others stood around cheering and erying, “© Viva Villa.” T saw the dead bodies 
of the Americans as they lay after the shooting. Their underclothing was 
eovered in blood. and they lay in all kinds of grotesque positions. Some had 
fallen forward, while others fell over one another. The top of one American’ 
head had been shot off. 


T obtained no direct evidence showing to what arm that force of 
soldiers who did the shooting belonged. It is shown, however, that 
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a troop train carrying from 500 to 1,000 government soldiers pre- 
ceded the ill-fated train; that one car of that train was derailed; 
that the two trains were traveling about 10 miles apart; and it was 
shown that no soldiers were in sight except those that did the shoot- 
ing. According to the public press, the government authorities 
claimed that they were Villa’s soldiers, but I have observed no inti- 
mation anywhere or from any source as to what became of all those 
government troops within the short period of time between those 
trains, or as to what would induce them to leave the train when their 
car was derailed, nor have I seen any showing by Mexican authorities 
as to what became of those soldiers. Under the circumstances, the 
conclusion seems inevitable that the soldiers on the troop train com- 
mitted that massacre. I see no escape from that conclusion. 

Ithas cast a dark cloud upon Mexico and it was and is the province 
of the Mexican Government, in order to escape condemnation for that 
massacre, to show what became of the government soldiers. This, so 
faras I have been able to ascertain, it has failed to do. That govern- 
ment, and those government officials who gave the assurances of 
safety, were aware ever since the Madero revolution of the villainies 
that were constantly perpetrated against American citizens up to the 
time of the massacre. They were aware, or by the exercise of reason- 
able diligence would have been aware, at the very time when they 
gave those assurances of safety, that the country was overrun with 
soldiers, and nationals operating with them, whose hostility against 
Americans had no bounds. 

Nor have I been able to secure any evidence that the Mexican Gov- 
ermment made any reasonable effort to apprehend and punish the 
criminals, notwithstanding the inhuman outrage that was committed 
on inoffensive, law-abiding American citizens. The massacre of those 
1§ American mining men was an atrocity which, in brutality and in- 
humanity, closely resembled, except in numbers, the barbarous mas- 
sacre of more than 300 Chinese subjects at Torreon, in the State of 
Chihuahua, in May, 1911, and, like that massacre of the Chinese, 
the massacre of the 18 Americans beggars description. No language 
can adequately portray the inhumanity and inherent brutality of the 
perpetrators, and the barbarity of that Mexican army which forced 
those Americans from the car and train and barbarously shot them 
to death, while they were begging for mercy, mercy at the hands of 
soldiers and officers steeped in brutality, lost to all sense of humanity 
or decency, given over to race hatred created by military forces and 
ostile nationals, and acquiesced in by government authorities. And 
the events succeeding the massacre, which culminated in the awful 
crime committed at Columbus, N. Mex., on March 9, 1916, when 
Americans were massacred in their own homes, on American soil, 
shows a complete chaotic condition of the local government of the 
State of Chihuahua, and a lamentable delinquency on the part of 
lexico to permit the Government to drift into such a state. 

Notwithstanding the fact that numerous grave offenses have been 
perpetrated by Mexican military forces and nationals ta eas 
with them, encouraged by leaders in speech and action, the Mexican 
overnment has, in my judgment, made no reasonable attempt to 
apprehend and punish the culprits. Governmental authorities have 
attempted to make it appear through the public press, and other- 
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wise, that Gen. Villa and his army were in revolt against the Mexi- 
can Government. Still the circumstances unequivocally indicate that 
whenever American rights were infringed upon by the alleged com- 
mand of Gen. Villa, and whenever Americans were killed by military 
forces or outraged, the Mexican Government, it appears, not only 
failed to punish the perpetrators of the offenses, but, with the use of 
its own governmental troops, as in the case of Gen. Villa, who was 
alleged to have committed the outrages at Columbus, N. Mex. 
actively interferred when the military forces of the United States 
attempted to apprehend and punish the criminals, for it is now a 
matter of history that when the United States Government, recogniz- 
ing the delinquency of the Mexican Government in its failure to 
apprehend and punish the perpetrators of the crimes committed at 
olumbus, sent its troops across the border into Mexico to apprehend 
and punish the offenders, the Mexican Government by use of its 
overnment troops actively interferred and engaged, at the city of 
arral, in the State of Chihuahua, the American forces in battle, in 
which a number of American soldiers were killed, and thereby pre- 
vented further pursuit and permitted the guilty persons to escape. 

Thereafter, about June 21, 1916, another detachment of American 
soldiers, sent in pursuit of a detachment of the army of Gen. Villa, 
was ambushed near the town of Carrizal, in the State of Chihuahua, 
by a force of governmental troops under the direct comand of Gen. 
Felix de Gomez, who was subject to the command of Gen. Jacinto de 
Trevino, the federal general commanding that military one, and an 
attack was made by order of the chief executive of the nation, Gen. 
Venustiano Carranza, as reported in the public press. In that battle 
a number of American soldiers were killed, including Capt. Boyd 
and Capt. Morey. | 

It thus seems clear that the facts and circumstances show un- 
erringly that the acts and conduct of the Mexican Government and its 
government officials, respecting the vile and villainous acts and bar- 
barousness of its military forces against American citizens, are 
wholly inconsistent with its official pretenses and utterances. 

If this Government should establish a protectorate in Mexico. 
similar to that in Cuba, it would be advisable, in my opinion, for the . 
Government to appoint a commission to adjust all American claims, 
and to assume the. payment of them, and liquidate them by the issu- 
ing of Government bonds, and also provide sufficient funds to put 
the Mexican Government in position to liquidate the other foreign 
claims against it, and maintain a proper government. 

(Whereupon the committee adjourned, subject to the call of the 
chairman.) 
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INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


THURSDAY, MAY 6, 1920. 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON Foreign RELATIONS 
Washington, D. ©. 
The subcommittee met pursuant to call at 11 o’clock a. m., in room 
728, Senate Office Building, Senator Albert B. Fall presiding. 


TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM TEITLEBAUM. 


(The witness was duly sworn by the chairman.) 

The Cuarrman. You may give your name in full. 

Mr, TerrtepauM. William Teitlebauin. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Teitlebaum, you telegraphed to the chairman 
of this committee a few days since from New York City expressing 
a desire to appear before the committee and make a statement with 
reference to the subject of this investigation. 

Mr. Terrtepaum. Yes, sir. 

The Coarrman. In answer to your telegram, vou were notified 
that the committee would hear you either then, the latter part of 
April, or early this week. 

Are you a citizen of the United States? 

Mr. Trrrtesaum. In the eyes of the law, I am not, Senator; in 
«rvice and love, I am a very fair one. 

The Coarruan. Of what country are you a native? 

r. Ter1rnepaum. I am a Hungarian by birth. 

The Coarrman. Have you ever been naturalized as a citizen of the 
United States? 

Mr. Terrtepaum. No, sir; I have not. 

The Cuarruan. Where do you reside? 

Mr. TerrtesauM. I reside in New York City at the present time. 

The Coarmman, What is your business? 

Mr. Terrtenaum. I am engaged in one of the various businesses 
that is known where a scavenger is clean alongside of it—broker. 

The CHarrman. You have not expressed as fully as you might, I 
presume, what is your business? 

4 TrirLepauM. General broker of food products, sugar, and 
voal, 

The CHarrman, Where is your place of business? 

Mr. Teruenaum. At the present time I have none. I am simply 
a free lance. 

The Cuamwan. Are you associated with any firm or with any 
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Mr. Teirtenaum. No, sir. 

The Cuairman. What is your occupation at the present time! 

Mr. Terrtesaum. Brokerage. for instance, the first money for 
some little while that I have had I made last week, of $150, which 
I am using to bring this service before you. 

The Cuarrman. What was your occupation in 1910 and 1911! 

Mr. Territesaum. I had interests in San Antonio in the amuse- 
ment field, and prior to that 1n irrigation. 

The Cuarrman. You mean San Antonio, Tex. ? 

Mr. TEITLEBAUM. Yes, Sir. 

The Cuainman. What kind of irrigation were you interested in? 

Mr. Terrtenaum. The air lift. 

The Cuatrman. You mean lifting the water from wells by air 
pressure ? 

Mr. TerrLeBauM. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Where was that? Was that at Pearsall, Tex.! 

Mr. TeITLEBAUM. Yes, sir. 

The CuHairman. What was the extent of your activities in the irri- 
gation line at that time? 

Mr. Terrtenaum. Well, I had organized that Pearsall undertak- 
ing, and after that tried to further it through parties in San Antonio. 

he Cuairman. You have expressed a desire to give this com- 
mittee information about Mexico. Just proceed. I would like to 
ask you to make your story just as concise and short as possible. The 
time of the committee is limited. We would like to have any facts 
that you have upon which you may base any suggestions that you 
have to make. Just proceed in your own way. _ 

Mr. Trirtenacm. Unfortunately, I am not as direct in speech as 
yourself, and I have to beg the committee’s indulgence a little bit. I 
am very reluctant in coming before the committee with the broken 
life, but I feel the responsibility of investigations which I have con- 
ducted, reseach that I have made in the Mexican situation, that I can 
not escape that responsibility in bringing it before your committee. 

The CuatrmMan. How did you happen to make such investiga- 
tions ? 

Mr. Teittenaum. I organized while in San Antonio the American 
Anti-Intervention Association. 

The CuHarrman. What year? 

Mr. TeirtitEsaum. I think it was in 1910. 

The Cuatrman. Who were the other organizers? 

Mr. Tre1TrLeEBnaumM. Dr. Brumley. 

The Cuarrman. Where did he live? 

Mr. TertrLepaum. He lived in San Antonio. 

The Cuatrman. Where does he live now? 

Mr. Trrriesaum. I think in Austin. 

The CuarrMan. Who else? 

Mr. Terriepaum. That was all. 

The Cratrman. Just Dr. Brumley and yourself? 

Mr. Trirtesaum. Yes, sir. 

The Crrairman. Was he a citizen of the United States? 

Mr. TreirLEnaum. Yes, sir. He is one of the board of heaith com- 
missioners of the State of Texas. 

The CuatrMan. Residing then in San Antonio? 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 2763 


Mr. Terrtenaum. In San Antonio. 

The CHarrman. How did you and he happen to organize the Anti- 
Intervention Association ? 

Mr. TerrLesaom. Well, it was I who organized it. 

The CHatruan. Well, but you and he composed it? 

Mr. TerrtepauM. No, sir. 

The CHarrman. That is what I am asking you. Who composed 
that association $ 

Mr. Terrnesaum. I did myself, sir. 

The a Then you organized it, he joined you, and you 
composed it 

. Tertuepaum. Yes, sir. There is a photograph of the float, 

which was the initial float, and accompanied by those persons. I 
hand you also a few of these cards. 7 

The CHarrman. I notice that you apparently printed and sent out 
post cards addressed to the American Anti-Intervention Association, 
304 East Side Alamo Place, San Antonio, Tex., with no other ad- 
dress, containing neither your name, nor that of your associate, Dr. 


ey. 

Mr. Doo Yes, sir. Dr. Brumley at that time had no con- 
nection with it. 

The Cuammax. I am trying to get a starting point. You say 
you organized that association. How did you organize it? 

Mr. Terrugracm. My simply starting that float from the Alamo. 

The CHairman. The sending out of a float on the street is not the 
organization of an association 

Mr. Terrkenaum. That was the organization of it. 

The Cuarrman. That is an activity of an association; that is not 
the organization of an association. 

MG TEO. That was all there was to it. 

The Coatrrman. You just constituted yourself the association ? 

Mr. Terrtzpaum. Yes, sir. 

The CHamman. Then you secured a float drawn by horses? 

r. Terruesaum. Yes, sir. 

The Cmarman. And Con ANNE signs; for instance, here is a sign 
bearing on the top the words, “ You can stop the war with Mexico,” 
and on the side various other signs. And you started that around 
the streets of San Antonio? Is that it? 

Mr. TerrLegaum. Yes, sir. 

The Caammaxn. Then along with your other activities you had 
these post cards printed and sent them out? 

Mr. Terrtesaum. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Who printed them? I mean, who paid for them? 

Mr. Terruepaum. I paid for them, sir. 3 | 

The Cuarrman. I am asking you these personal questions to get 
you started. | 

Mr, Terrnesaum. Yes, sir; that is all right. 

The Cuarrauan. I want to cut this short, if possible. 

fr. Terriepaum. I am afraid it will be very difficult to do it, 
Senator. 

The Coarman, We will do it. It will not be difficult. We will 
give you ample opportunity to tell what you know, but the com- 
mittee has its own method of procedure. 
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On the back of this post card I noticed printed: 


You are requested to plnce my name on your honor roll as favoring the bless- 
ings of peace as ngainst intervention, which means war with Mexico. I also 
desire you to use my name to a petition directed to my Congressman and Sena- 
tors In Washington, to vote and work zealously for the recognition of belligerent 
rights to the insurrectos of Mexico as the safest and quickest way to accom- 
plish permanent peace in our sister republic. 


Then follows “ name, address, remarks.” 

The particular "ee card which you have handed me, and which I 
»m reading from, has opposite the printed word, “ name,” in writing. 
“George J. Dewey ” or “ Denny,” “jr.” or “sr.” Do you know what 
that name is ? Opposite the word “address” is written “401 Gibbs 
Building.” Opposite the word * remarks ” is written “ recognition of 
belligerent rights means Diaz's end, then comes peace. Hurry it 
along.” The name is of no importance. These are the cards vou 
sent out, and these which vou have handed me are some of those 
which were returned to vou? 

Mr. TritLenaum. Yes, sir. I distributed them myself, mostly. and 
these were some that were mailed in. 

The Cuairman. You distributed them personally? 

Mr. TEITLEBAUM. Yes, sir. 

The CuHairman. What was the date when vou were distributing 
these cards? 

Mr. Teittenaum. I think it was about May 3, 1911, from a clipping 
that I have here from the press of that date, where is said. “ Peace 


movement started.” 
The CuatrmMan. On or about May 3 is when vou were distributing 


these cards? 

Mr. Trerrtenacm. Yes, sir. I think for about a week or 10 days, 
some such matter after that. 

The Cuairman. Did you know Francisco I. Madero, jr., prior to 


that time? 
Mr. Treitienium. I met the gentleman just a little while before 


that. 

The CuarrmMan. You became acquainted with him? 

Mr. TriTLeEnaum. I became acquainted with him; met him at his 
hotel in San Antonio. 

The Cuairman. Did you talk with him at that time about Mexican 
affairs ? 

Mr. Teititesaum. I did; yes, sir. He spoke to me, rather, expla‘! 
ing the situation in Mexico, and won me to his cause. 

The CuairMAN. Then you were distributing these post cards tu 
the interest of the cause of Francisco I. Madero, jr., were you not! 

Mr. TeitieBacm. No, sir. al 

The CuarrMAn. You said you were won to his cause? 

Mr. TreITEFRAUM. Yes, sir. 

The CuatrMan. I asked you why vou distributed these cards? 

Mr. Trrrienaum. I had early in life set myself the task of earn- 
ing American citizenship, and I had made a number of efforts 1! 
different lines prior to that. 

The Cuairman. When did you come to the United States? 


Mr. TeittenatM. In 1880. 
The Cuairman. Did you apply for citizenship papers. first 


papers? 
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Mr. Terrtepaum. No, sir; I did not. 

The Carman. Have you ever made application ? 

Mr. TertLeBauM. No, sir; I have not. 

The CoarraaNn. Then what do you mean by “ earning” American 
citizenship ? 

Mr. TerrLesaum. I wanted to try to have it given to me without 
applying for it. 

e CHAIRMAN. At this time you speak of, when you were engaged 
in these activities, there was a recognized government in the Republic 
of Mexico, with Porfirio Diaz as president, was there not ? 

Mr. Terrtepaum. Yes, sir. 

The Coatrman. There was no trouble between the United States 
and Mexico at that time that you knew of, was there? 

Mr. TeitLeBAuM. Yes, sir. 

The Caarrman. What was it? 

Mr. Terrtesaum. The insurrection. 

The CuainMan. Oh, I am speaking of the United States of 
America with Mexico ! 

Mr. Terrtenaum. No, sir. 

The Caarrman. What did the United States have to do with this 
insurrection in Mexico? 

Mr. Terrtesaum. Well, there was a movement on foot then to 
intervend, if I recall right. 

The Cuarraan. What movement? Directed by whom? 

Mr. TerrLesaum. My memory does not rserve me as well as it 
might, but I think I have something that might refresh it. 

The Cuairman. What are vou proposing to refer to in order to 
refresh your memory ? 

Mr. Terrcesaum. Some clippings that I have here of some of the 
activities of the organization. 

The Caarrman. All right. 

Mr. TertiepauM. Or rather, of the movement. I see that on May 
6 a held a meeting of citizens in an effort to have the rebels 
recognized. 

The CHairman. That had nothing to do with the Government of 
Mexico, or any trouble between the United States and the Govern- 
ment of Mexico. I presume you attended that meeting or had some- 
thing to do with it; did you not? 

Mr. Terruesavm. No, sir; I did not attend it. I suppose I did 
have, indirectly, a hand in it. 

The CHammax. You have referred to this memorandum, and in 
answer to the question you said there was a movement on foot for 
intervention in Mexico. I have asked you what difficulty there was 
between the United States and Mexico, and you, in attempting to 
answer that, have said there was a movement on foot for intervention 
at that time. Now, the only movement that appears as yet is the one 
vol were attempting to organize, and concerning which you refer 
to the meeting at Pearsall, which was the scene of your activities. 

Mr. Terrtepaum. No, sir; that was in San Antonio. 

The Cuammax. You were distributing these post cards in San 
Antonio? 

Mr. Terrtesaus. Yes, sir. 
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The Cuatrman. In an attempt to refresh your memory you have 
referred to a newspaper clipping concerning a meeting at Pearsall, 
where resolutions were adopted requesting the recognition of the 
insurgents in Mexico against the regular Government? 

Mr. TrerrLeBaum. May I read that? 

The Cuairman. I do not care to have that newspaper clipping read 
into the record. I take your word for it, that it is something con- 
cerning your activities. Now, what I am getting at—— 

Mr. TerrLesauM. I see what you are getting at, Senator, and I am 
very anxious to try to give it to you as near right as I know it. 

The CHarrMan. You stated that you were desirous of proving your 
right to become a citizen of the United States? 

Mr. TEITLEBAUM. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. You have never made an application for citizen- 
ship, although vou came here 30 years ago, or something like that, 
and you have never made any attempt to become a citizen, still you 
are trying to prove your right to become a citizen by your efforts in 
behalf of the insurgents against the regular recognized Government 
in the Republic of Mexico. | 

Mr. TeirLeBauM. The situation, strange as it may seem, is so, not- 
withstanding. Here is the way of it. I set myself to try to earn 
that citizenship. Lafayette is the only man to whom that citizenship 
has been offered, and he refused it. I have set myself to earn that 
citizenship. 

The CuarrMAN. That you might refuse it? 

Mr. TriTLEBAUM. No, sir; not that I might refuse it; that I might 
have it so. 

The CuarrMAN. Lafayette did not undertake to earn his citizenshi 
by getting this country into trouble with any other country; did he 

Mr. TertLEpauM. No; and I did not either; I did not either, sir. 
I had imparted this secret of mine to Mr. Bonillas, who was the first 
man I told it to; and Mr. Long, here in Washington; Mr. Bryan; 
Mr. Wright, editor and publisher of the Globe; and Mr. Dittemore 
of the Times, before the World War brought on by Germany, an 
before it had become fashionable for men to find excuses of not being 
citizens, 

The Cuarrman. You have not followed the fashion, have you? 

Mr. TerritenauMm. Not in that respect; no, sir. 

ae CuairMan. But you have never made application for citizen- 
ship? 

Mr. TEITLEBAUM. No, sir. I had held this: After having told of 
this secret of mine, I have set myself to finding there is nothing in 
the Constitution against a man trying to earn to have the flag cover- 
ing him when he is no more, that he may be able to do that, having 
failed in the other, and that is why I am here. I have felt, Senator, 
that the question of service, and not what we get, but what we give, 
is the basis of citizenship. 

The Cuairman. All right. Let us put that question of citizenship 
aside for a moment. What else did you do besides distributing these 
post cards and also to hold meetings and endeavor to bring about the 
meetings in favor of the belligerency of the Madero faction in Mexico 
at that time? 

Mr. TeITLEBAUM. From time to time we had sent messages to the 
President. 
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The CHarrMaN. What did you know about ‘Mexico at that time? 
Mr, Terrtepaum. Only what Mr. Madero had told me. 
The Coarraan. How long had you been on the border or near the 
border when you met Madero? 
Mr. TerrLesauMm. I was there several years. I don’t remember just 
how long, probably three years, two or three. 
The Coarrman, All ri ht. You had done nothing with reference 
to Mexico until you met Madero, had you? 
Mr. Terrtenaum. No, sir. 
oo Cuairman. How many conferences did you have with Ma- 
ero! 
Fa TerrLeBauM. I only had one conference. It was not a con- 
erence, 
The Cuamsax. Was there an understanding between Madero and 
yourself as to what you should do, if anything? 
Mr. Terruenaum. No, sir; not at all. 
The Cuarrman. Then, what vou knew of Mexico at that time you 
karned from conference with Madero? 
in TerrtenauM. Yes, sir; and from San Antonio, being in San 
tonio. 
The Coarrman. From whom else in San Antonio did you learn 
of Mexico! 
Mr. Terruesaum. No individual person that I knew of. 
The Cuarrman. Did you read anything about Mexico? 
Mr. TerrLeraum. ‘Most assuredly. 
The CHarrman. What was the source of your reading? 
Mr. TerrLeeaum. Newspapers was all. 
The Cmamaran. Had you made any study of conditions of Mexico 
o the people of Mexico prior to that time? 
Mr, Terrnesaum. No, sir. 
The Chamsa. Did you make any afterwards? 
Mr. Terrnzzaum. No, sir; I have not. 
The Cuarraan. Have you made any study of Mexican history or 
conditions or ethnology ? 
r. TerrLegaum. In a very vague kind of way. I mostly obtained 
ny knowledge first hand. 
he Coarmman. How? 
Mr. Terruenaum. By investigation. 
The Coarrman. How? What investigation? 
Mr, Tritnzsaum. Well, I went down to Mexico. 
The CHarman. When? 
Mr. Terruznaum. January, 1914. 
The Cuarrman, With whom? 
Mr. Terruznaum. With Mr. Jesus Aguilar. 
The Cuarraran. Who was he? 
r. Terruesaum. He was a nephew of Mr. Madero. 
The Cuarrman. Where did you go? 
r. LEITLEBAUM. I went with him to Culiacan. 
eCuamman Where else? 
hief AUM. From there I traveled with him to the first 


The Cuamsan. Who was the first chief? 
Mr, EITLEBAUM. Carranza. 
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The CHarrMan. You are getting Carranza and Madero mixed, 
are you not? 

Mr. Trerrnesaum. No, sir. You asked me when I went down to 
Mexico and with whom. 

The CuHarrmMan. You didn’t go during the time of Madero? 

Mr. Terriesnaum. No, sir. 

The CuarrMan. Do you speak Spanish? 

Mr. TrertLenaum. No, sir; I do not. 

The CHarrnman, What was the date that vou went to Mexico! 

Mr. Teirtenavo. I am trying to give it to you. I think it was 
January 31 or February 1. 1914. 

The Cuatrman. How did you happen to go there at that time? 

Mr. Trerrnenaum. I was very anxious to have the Constitu- 
tionalists lend themselves more to the American need. 

The CHatrmMan. What did vou know of America’s needs? You 
are not a citizen. 

Mr. Tetreenaum. I probably have studied the needs as closely 
as any man in the task that I have set for myself. 

The Cuatmman. When vou say “ America’s needs” do you mean 
the needs of the United States of America ? 

Mr. TeirtenaumM. The United States of America. 

The CyHairman. Then, you went to Mexico with Aguilar, a 
nephew of the first chief? 

r. TEITLEBAUM. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrMANn. That is, Carranza ? 

Mr. Tre:rtespaum. And he acted as my interpreter. 

The CuairMan. Aguilar acted as your interpreter? 

Mr. TEITLEBAUM. Yes, sir. 

The Cuairman. That you might impress the Constitutionalists 
with the needs of the United States of America? 

Mr. Trit.esaumM. Well, there was considerable friction at that 
time that I had hoped to be able to help avert. 

The Cnuairman. That friction with the Constitutionalists? 

Mr. Trrr.epaum. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Who were the Constitutionalists ? 

Mr. Terrtensum. Well, Carranza 

The CuHatrMAN. Was the first chief? 

Mr. Trerrtenaum. Was the first chief. 

The Cuainman. What was the Constitutionalist movement! Do 
you know? l 

Mr. Trittenaum. I have a rough idea, but the question of time. 
and place, and history. and geography does not mean anything to me 
in the investigations that I was making and had been and am making 
in regard to character and needs and adaptability. 

The CuairMaN You don’t know what the constitutional moye- 
ment in Mexico was, do you, and you didn’t know at that time! 

Mr. Teirursacm. Yes: I had some knowledge of it. 

The CuairmMaNn. Well, what was it? 

Mr. Temritendum. The Constitutionalists having rebelled against 
the treacherv and treason of Huerta, and wanted to get back to the 
constitutional form of government. 

Mr. Tritvenacm. What constitutional form of government! 

Mr. TrerrenauM. The government that had been drawn up ™ 
the movement for Madero. 
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The CHairMan. The aims and objects set forth in what is known 
as the plan of Guadalupe? 

Mr. rere gaat. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrman. And that plan was to return to the constitution 
of 1857? 

Mr. Terrpesaum. Yes, sir. 

The Cuairman. That was the foundation of the Carranza move- 
ment in Mexico? 

Mr. Terrtesaum. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrman. Now, you went there to convey to them knowl- 
edge of the needs of the United States, or did you go there to in- 
vestigate their movements, the desires, and intentions of the Car- 
ranzistas themselves ? 

Mr. Terrtenaum. No, sir. I have tried to express, as well I can, 
just what my object, was. 

The CHarrman. Where were you at the time, or just prior to the 
time, you went into Mexico ? 

Mr. Terrtessum. I was in San Antonio. 

The CHarrMaN. How long had you been there? 

Mr. TetrLesaum. I think about three years. 

The CHatgMan. You had remained there from the time you had 
met Madero ¢ 

Mr. Terres om. Yes, sir. 

a Cuarrman. You had not returned to New York or to the 
ast ! 

Mr. Trrrtesaum. No, sir. 

The Cuamman. You had remained in San Antonio? 

Mr. Terrtesaum. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrwan. How did you come in contact with Aguilar and 
the Carranzistas ? 

Mr. Terrtesaum. Through acquaintance in having met Aguilar 
and a number of Mexicans in sympathy with the movement that I 
had underfoot. 

The CHatrrwan. What movement did you have underfoot? 

Mr, TerreEnaum. This peace movement. 

The Caamman. But Madero’s movement had been successful, and 
hal been elected and inaugurated President. 

r. TEITLEBAUM. Yes, sir. 

e CHarrman. Do vou mean to say you kept up the antiinter- 

vention movement all the time during the Madero administration ? 

fr. Terrtenaum. No, sir. Not at all. I say I had occasion to 
meet the different Mexicans after that. 

The CHarrman, In the meantime, during these three years. had 
vou been studying Mexican history and conditions and people? 

r. Terrtenaum. I had. 

The Caamman. What have been the sources from which vou 
sought information upon that subject? 

i r. TerrLegacĮm. From the Mexicans themselves, and what I was 
able— 

The Cuarrman. You talked to individual Mexicans in the English 
inguage 2 | 
Mr. TerrLesau{. And the American papers. 

he CHAIRMAN. The San Antonio Press. and the Light, and other 
papers $ 
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Mr. TrerrLegaum. The Light, and others. 

The CHairMAN. La Prensa? You could not read La Prensa?! 
Mr. TerrLtesauM. No, sir; I could not read La Prensa. 

The Cuairman. That was the Mexican paper published there. 
Mr. Tre:TLEBAUM. Yes, sir. 

The CHairman. How did you happen to go down there with 


Aguilar? 

Mr. TEITLEBAUM. I was very anxious to go and try to see whether 
I could in an individual capacity try to have the Mexican leaders 
lend themselves to what I felt and knew to be the needs of the United 
States, to bring peace and a lasting peace in Mexico and the United 
States. 

The CHatrmMan. You were of independent means at that time, 
were you? 

Mr. TeititEBaum. I was, but I have spent practically all of the 
money that I have had in this same matter. 

The CHarrman. Yes; but did you have independent means with- 
out having to work at the time you went with Aguilar into Mexico! 

Mr. Te1TLeBauM. I took it out of my business. 

The CuairMan. You had a business, did you? 

Mr. TrITrLEBAUM. Yes, sir. I was associated in the amusement 
business in San Antonio. I not only paid my expenses, but also 
those of Aguilar. 

The CuairMAN. You went to Culiacan ? 

Mr. TEITLEBAUM. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Who did you see at Culiacan ? 

Mr. TerrLeraum. First Chief Carranza. 

The CHarrMAN. What did you undertake to do with Mr. Carranza! 

Mr. Trerrtesaum. I did not get to have any audience with Mr. Car- 
ranza for three or four days, until he was on the return from Culiacan, 
at Cuernavaco, and I had a conference with him on the lines for 
which I went down. 

The CuarrMan. That is exactly what I am driving at. What were 
those lines? What were you trying to do? 

Mr. TeiTLEBAUM. In a letter before I went down—— 

The Cuarrman. Did that letter express what you wanted to dof 

Mr. TerTLEBAUM. Yes, sir. 

The CHairman. Does that express what you were telling him or 
were trying to impress upon him ? 

Mr. TriTLEBAUM. Yes, sir. 

The Cuairman. Allright. Then refer to it. 

Mr. TerrLeBaum. In a letter dated January 31, 1914, to Col. Wil- 
liam J. Bryan, Secretary of State, among other things, I said: 

Noting the great need for better organization through more appropriate lines 
of thought and concerted thought to facilitate and recognize the constitution- 
alist movement, and movement to repudiate strict adherence to law, like the 
effort to extradite Gen. Salazar, which necessarily must be an act detrimental 
to the constitutionalists, I also wish to try to introduce the wish for rapid re 
construction in Mexico of her family affairs and the immediate failure of any 
future revolution that may be launched on the outside of Mexico. I also wish 
to urge a more humane warfare in their civil life. 

The CuatrrMan. What did Bryan reply to that? 

Mr. TerrLepauM. Bryan did not reply. l 

The CuaatrMan. What did you have reference to in condemning 
the efforts of some one to secure the extradition of Salazar ? 
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Mr. Terresavm{m. I say the chance for a constant effort at revolu- 
tion. 

The Cuarrman. What did the extradition or proposed extradition 
of Salazar have to do with it and why do you condemn the efforts 
toward his extradition ? | 

Mr. TerrLesaum. I can not at this moment refer just to the cir- 
cumstance in connection with it, Senator. 

The CHatrrMAN. Did you know Salazar? 

Mr. TerrLeBauM. No, sir; I did not. 

The CHarraan. Did you ever know anything about him. 

Mr. Terrenaum. No, sir; with the exception that I know or did 
know the circumstances at the time of Salazar. 

The Caammman. You do not know them now? 

Mr. Terrtepsum. I don’t recall now. 

The Carman. Did you ever meet Salazar? 

Mr. Terrtesaum. No, sir; I did not; not that I know of. The 
names did not mean much of anything to me. No, sir; I don’t know 
now. . 

The Cuamman, You did not know that he was cursing and abus- 

ing American people, daring them to fight, spitting in their faces, 

shpping their jaws, murdering the men, ravishing the women, and 

dnving some 1,200-odd women and children out of Mexico, did you? 

a eee I think it is to extradite him back to Mexico, is 
not 

The Carman, You were opposing his extradition, were you not? 

Mr. Trrtuepaum. As I say, without trying to find out as to just 
what the situation then was, I am not able to pass on it for the mo- 
nent, with the exception of my record in the matter. 

The Cuamman. What is the date of that letter? 

Mr. Terrzpaum. January 31, 1914. 

The CHarrman. You did not know that Salazar ordered the exe- 
ation of an American citizen named Fountain, or caused his execu- 
ton, although the President of the United States, through the consul 
ut Parral, placed Fountain under the protection of the United States 
ind demanded of Salazar that he should not execute that American 
atzen? You knew nothing of that, did you? 

Mr. Termzsaum. You are a good deal more familiar in regard to 
men and their history, etc., than I am. 

he CHama. I am asking you if you knew about that? 

Mr. Terruesaum. I am simply trying to give you credit for these 
things, because I have not the situation on those things firmly in 
mind as yourself, and as you have expressed that you have but very 
limited time to give me I prefer to try to get it on some lines that 
have a direct bearing on which I have in mind, rather than the ques- 
hon of personnel of certain men. 

The Cuarrman. The object of these questions, Mr. Teitlebaum, is 
to show whether you know anything about the subject, and whether 
t is possible for this committee, and through the committee to the 

erican people, to obtain any possible information from you. 

Mr. Terrueraum. Yes, sir. 

The Caarmman. You were writing to Mr. Bryan, the then Secre- 
lary of State, ostensibly from the standpoint of one who knew some- 
thing about Mexico and the Mexican people. You were referring to 
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Salazar and to his extradition. The questions propounded to you 
are to ascertain what knowledge, if any, you have of Salazar, why 
rou should interfere in his behalf, what intimate acquaintance with 
fexican affairs you possessed upon which you propose to enlighten 
this committee and the American people. For that reason I have 
asked you the specific question of whether you knew of certain acts 
of Salazar? 

Mr. TriTLEsAuM. No, sir; I did not. I did know at the time, be- 
cause I based that statement—but I do not recall at the moment. 

The CHarrMan. I am recalling it to you. 

Mr. TEITLEBAUM. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrmaN. Because you are one of the men in the United 
States who have criticized the committee, and particularly the chair- 
man, who is now addressing you. The chairman of this committee 
was stating from the record to the people of the United States that 
Salazar, in defiance of the anand A the President of the United 
States that he should not murder an American citizen, did proceed 
to murder that American citizen: And I was criticized by you for 
such general statement. Now, you were writing to the Secretary of 
State in reference to Salazar, and in his behalf, and still you say 
you knew nothing about Salazar or his actions? | 

Mr. Teiriepaum. I would probably be able to give you a more 
and better understanding of that aac better explanation of it than 
I am able to give you at the moment, because my memory is very 
treacherous. 

The Cuairman. Very well: I will refresh your memory. 

Lieutenant, have you the files of the Secretary of State in refer- 
ence to the Fountain case? 

Lieut. Furrrer. I think so. 

Mr. Terrtenaum. That would not have any bearing, Senator. I 
beg your pardon, but I don’t want to be sidetracked. 

The Cuarrman. Then get to the main issue. What do you want 
to say? Go on. 

Mr. Terrtesaum. I want to make a plea for a square deal for the 
masses of Mexico. 

The Cuarrman. What do you know of the masses of Mexico! 

Mr. Territesaum. I had occasion to observe in six months’ very 
close application considerable of the masses. 

The Cuarman. What was the result of your observations! 

Mr. Trrrienaum. I am trying to give it to you. 

The Cuamman. Very well. Get to something concrete. 

Mr. TerrtepacM. I have felt that they were more sinned against 
than sinning; that they have failed to have at least one hand on the 
side of virtue and honor for the others; that the large part of Mex- 
ico’s troubles is outside of Mexico. 

The Cuatrman. Where is it? I can make a speech, and so can 
rou, but we are trying to get information. Where is the trouble with 

fexico that is outside of Mexico? 

Mr. Terrtesaum. Well, I think the financial interests, oil interests. 

and other people do not understand the Mexican situation. 

The CHairmMan. Do vou understand it? 

Mr. Terrtesaum. I think so. l , 

The CnarrmaN. Well, what is it? That is what I am trying to 
get at. What is it ? 
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Mr. Terrtenaum. I am trying to give it to you in my humble way, 


Senator. 


The CHarrman. Well, let us get the facts, and not speeches. 

Mr. Terrnesaum. The indictment I make of it is that no intelligent 
Tee and no honest effort has been made to keep the peace of 
Mexico. 

The CHarrman. Then you are indicting the President of the 
(hited States, and the people of the United States 

Mr. Terrnenaum. I am indicting anybody-for the duty as I see 
clear to me, and I want to make my case on that. 

The CHarrman. Well, you can make a case on the facts. 

Mr. Terruesaum. All right; I am trying to make it so, sir. 

The Coarrman. Very well. 

Mr. TerrzzsauM. Mr. Conova, who was the former director as to 
Mexican and the Latin American Department or Division in the 
“tate Department, had smuggled out General Iturbide from Mexico. 

h N What is the source of your information upon that 
subject 

Mr. Terruepaum. I had that from Mexican sources, Mr. Uranta, 
who was representative of the Villa forces in Washington, or was 
at that time, and I had occasion since to check up. 

The Coarmman. That is something concrete. Mr. Uranta, repre- 
enting the Villa forces, stated to you that Mr. Conova, lately in 
charge of the Department of Latin American affairs in the United 
States in the Department of State, had smuggled out Mr. Iturbide 
from Mexico City 9 

Mr. Teresas. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarman. All right. You got that from Mr. Uranta? 

Mr. Terrnesaum. Yes, sir. 

The CHamran. He is now in New York? 

Mr. Terrtesaum. I think he is in New York. The last I knew 
of him he was, 

The Cuarraan. All right. That is one of the grounds of your 
oe against the President and people of the United States. 
m ahead. 

Mr. Terruenaum. On August 17, 1915, I wrote to Mr. Wright-—— 

The Cuatruan. Who is Mr. Wright; 

i ‘ Trettesaum. The editor and publisher of the Globe, in New 
ork: 


m several occasions during the past week I have discussed with you the 
“nus charge being made by Mr. E. C. Uranta, the accredited representative 
"Í the Mexican conventional forces in Washington, that Mr. L. J. Conova, 
“hief of the Mexican Division of the State Department, is secretly advancing 
"e candidacy of Eduardo Iturbide for provisional President of Mexico. The 
pressions created by Mr. Conova’s affiliations serve as a great obstacle to 
“ting the various factions in arms together, and if possible communicate 
vith the Latin American conference. 


The Cuairmay. That was your statement at that time. Now, 
‘ou are making a statement to the committee. What did you know 
about Tturbide 4 

Mr. Terruerava. I personally knew that he was associated with 
luerta, and that Huerta turned his forces to him in Mexico City, 
‘wl he in turn surrendered them to the Constitutionalists. 

e Cuarman. The Constitutionalists were the Carrancistas? 
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Mr. TeitLEnaum. In Mexico City. 

The CHairman. What did you know about the different factions 
in arms in Mexico? You say in that communication that Mr. 
Conova’s efforts in behalf of Mr. Iturbide would prevent the getti 
together of the different factions in arms in Mexico. What di 
you know about that? 

Mr. TeirLtenaum. The Carrancistas and Villistas. 

The CHarrman. Were you acting as a go-between and in the con- 
fidence of both of those -factions in Mexico? 

Mr. TEITLEBAUM. Yes, sir. 

The Cramman. The Iturbide faction formed another faction, 
did it? 

Mr. TeirLenaum. No, sir; I didn’t mean it in that sense. I was 
trying to compose the two factions then, because there was no other 
faction at that time. 

The CrairmMAN. Oh, yes; there was. 

Mr. Terrtenaum. Well, I had in mind the two principal factions. 

The CHarrmMan. You had in mind the two principal factions, and 
you were attempting to act as a go-between for those two factions! 

Mr. Trirtenaum. Yes, sir; to compose their differences. 

The CHAIRMAN. And you were simply making a statement at 
that time of vour conclusions? 

Mr. Teirtenaum. Yes, sir. 

The Cirairman, And that activities in behalf of Iturbide pre- 
vented the getting together of the Villa faction and the Carranza 
faction: 

Mr. Teirtenaum. Yes, sir. 

The CHamrman. What other indictment have you against the 
United States? 

Mr. Teittenaum. “Neither the Carranza, Villa, or Zapata fac- 
tions can be persuaded to accept Iturbide.” 

The Crarrman. How did you know that? 

Mr. Teirtenaum. I had worked with these people with the sin- 
cere desire of trying to do service to this country in bringing those 
factions together, to save the blood and treasure of this, my country. 

The CHAIRMAN. And when you found that some other American 
citizen, holding a high office in the department of the Government, 
thought that some other solution was better than yours, of course 
he was not actuated by the high motives which governed your con- 
duct? 

Mr. TEITLEBAUM. Yes, sir; I think if you will let me—— 

The Cuarrman. I am not going to let you go ahead and talk gen- 
eralities. 

Mr. TeirLeBAum. That is not a generality; that is a direct charge 
on which I base my testimony. : 

The Cuairman. You have made your charge. 

Mr. TEITLEBAUM., I am reading it. 

The CHarrmMan. Well, you have made it. 

Mr. TritLeEBAUM. I am trying to do it by reading. 

The CHAIRMAN. I do not care to have you read all of your corre- 
spondence in this record. I have not the time for it. 

Mr. TeitteBatm. All right. 

The Cuatrman. Get down to something concrete. 
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Mr. Terresaum. This is concrete. 

The CHatrMaN. Very well. 

Mr. TertLEBauM. If this is not acceptable to you to want to try to 
get the information that I am trying to give you 

The Cuarrman. I do not care anything about you, sir. 

Mr. Terrtepaum. That is all right, sir. I P feel considerably 
about you, just the same. 

The Carman. Very well. 

Mr. Terrtesaum. I have come here feeling my duty clear and at 
great personal sacrifice of all that I have represented, and I don’t 
like to get it distorted to the degree where it can not be recognized. 

The CHarrMAN. It is not going to be distorted, so far as the com- 
mittee is concerned. 

Mr. Terrtenaum. Yes, sir. Having made that charge, I recognized 
how serious it was. I had, through Dudley Field Malone, waited on 
our department here. Through Mr. Wright I had interested him to 
try to get Mr. House. T tried to work through Mr. Wright in get- 
ting down in this Iturbide matter and trying to bring it to the atten- 
tion of the department. I did not know how serious a situation it 
was. [have made an effort to do so with Secretary Lansing, and with 
a letter of introduction to him from Dudley Field Malone, and I did 
not succeed in doing so. I have made these same charges in the open 
In seven cities two years ago, in which I have sent them copies of the 
addresses I was going to make, including Mr. Conova, to gainsay the 
truth of the dagel was making. 

The Cmamman. And he did not do it? 

Mr. TerrLeeaum. He did not do it. 

The CHarrman. All right, sir; go ahead. 

Mr. Terrtepaum. I had known Mr. Conova in Mexico. He asked 
me up here to give him a report of what I had done down there, and 
said instead of saying what I had done I was making recommenda- 
tions, and I will not read it to you, Senator, since it is not acceptable. 
_ The Coamman, If you have anything that you did there, any fact, 
Its perfectly acceptable So far as your recommendations or policies 
are concerned, based on the past or any acts of Mr. Conova, who is 
out of the department, I do not care anything about them. | 
BAUM. He is not out, but he had occupied that same posi- 
ton for nearly two years, and as to what part he played I have here 
a statement from the Associated Press: 

Eduardo Iturbide, one of those often mentioned as a compromise candidate 
for the presidency, joined the diplomats at the Argentine Embassy for a brief 
Conference. He is a grandson of Iturbide, the Liberator, and was governor of 
the Federal district of Mexico City during the last days of Huerta’s régime, 
and was instrumental in helping Americans. His candidacy has been opposed 

both Carranza and Villa. 

The Cuarmman. Why did you oppose him? 

Mr. AUM. Because he stood in the way of composing the 
differences between the factions that I felt were absolutely neces- 


ar the people. ` 

the Cuamman. All right. He has been eliminated. Were their 

differences ever composed ? 

UM. They were not, because the proper effort was not 

taken, and Mr. Conova was to a very great measure responsible for it. 
The Carman. All right. 
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Mr. TeitLenaum. Because I know that they could have been, be- 
cause I myself had brought Mr. Arradondo and Mr. Urana together 
two or three days before the A. B/ C. conference met here, and | 
know that they had pledged to each other to make every effort to have 
the factions get together, and Iturbide was again in the end used for 
an excuse for their not having got together. 

The CHairman. What was the proposition on which they were to 
get together? You were acting for them. What proposition did 
they have upon which they could have gotten together? 

Mr. TreirtesauMm. To settle their differences. 

The CHairMAN. How? 

Mr. Trirtenaum. That was up to them to do. They had that 
means when they were gotten together, which I did in an automobile 
on the stormiest night I have ever known, and I fell asleep. I could 
not understand what they were saving. I did not want to understand 
it. I knew it was necessary for them to simply have a heart. to heart 
talk, which they did. 

The CHairMan. You know they did, do you? 

Mr. ‘TrirLtenaum. I do, because I was a party to it and brought the 
two factions together. And had it not been for having shifted all 
responsibility on to the Latin American A. B. C. conference. I am 
satistied they would have got together. 
~The Cuairman. What A. B. C. conference do you have refer- 
ence to! 

Mr. Terriesaum. There was only one conference that was called 
the A. B. C. conference. That was the conference of Argentine. 
Brazil, and Chile, and the other three. I think there were three other 
countries from South America in it. I am trying to point to the 
mistakes that we have made. 

The Cnatrman. I know, but vou are telling us about the efforts 
that were made, and you are mistaken about vour facts. The A. B.C. 
conference was the Niagara conference, between representatives of 
Carranza and the United States. The conference of the Central 
American States is the conference you referred to, to which the 
A. B. C. was invited or asked an audience. 

Mr. TeirLenaumM. Your memory serves you better than mine. 

The CHairmay. Yes: considerably. 

Mr. Trerrtenaum. Yes, sir; I wish I had it. 

The CHairmMan. Well. if vou had the record and the facts, they 
would serve you. and you would not have to simply rely upon your 
memory. 

Mr. Terruenacm. But vou know just what. I mean. 

The CuarrmMan. I do not know, Mr. Teitlebaum, what you mean. 
For instance, vou give this committee a lot of stuff about Salazar, 
when the committee has the official record about Salazar. 

Mr. Terrinenaum. I beg your pardon. 

The CHainman. I am referring to that as one matter. because you 
dwelt upon it in your letter to Mr. Bryan. 

Mr. T EITLEBAUM. I simply called attention to it, but it was your- 
self. if vou will permit me to make the statement, who particularly 
referred to it. 

The Cyamman. It was myself who referred to the record. I am 
referring to the record again to correct you when you say there was 
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mly one A. B. C. conference. I am trying to get you straightened 
wit so you may proceed. What took place at that last conference, 
the A. B.C.? Did you have anything to do with that? 

Mr. Trittepacm. No, sir; I did not. 

The Caainman. Do you know anything about it? 

Mr. TerrLeracm. I know enough about it to know that the Ameri- 
ran Government’s hand was forced, and they did not want to recog- 
nize Carranza. 

The CHAIRMAN. Now, you have made a statement. I want your 
facts. Upon what do you found the statement that the hand of the 
American Government was forced and who forced it? Now, please 
answer that. 

Mr. TeitLenatM. I will try to do that, Senator, in an appropriate 
manner. In an Associated Press report 

The Cuarrman. What are you reading from? 

Mr. Terttesaum. The Globe. 

The CHairnman. What Globe? 

Mr. TerrLeracm. The New York Globe. 

The CHarrman. A newspaper published in New York? 

Mr, Tettnepaum. Yes, sir. 

The CHairman. Do you not suppose, Mr. Teitlebaum, that the 
committee had access to the Globe as well as vou had? 

Mr. Terrtenacm. I can not help it. I am making certain state- 
nents, and I want to try to verify them, since vou have asked for 
proof. It simply says: 


The Latin American diplomats had a series of conferences among themselves 
wlay before they resumed their conferences at the State Department. They 
overal their deliberations with the same secrecy as was thrown about yesrer- 
tays meeting, The diplomats met at the Argentine Embassy and tater pro- 
welel to Secretary Lansing's office. 


I think yon will see that. in view of the fact that certain state- 
ments and promises were made to Gen. Angeles, through Dudley 
Fiekl Malone—— ; | 
The CHarrman. What promises were made to Angeles through 
Dudley Field Malone? 
Mr. Tritternaum. That the United States Government did not 
intend. and had not in mind. to recognize either faction to the trouble 
m Mexico. 

[he Cuarrmay. When was that done? 

Mr. Terrnenatm. That was done probably a couple of weeks be- 
are Carranza was recognized. 

lhe CHairman. How do you know it? 

Mr. Trirtenatm. I was in the conference at the Hotel Knicker- 
licker with General and Mrs. Angeles and Dudley Field Malone. 
The CHatrmay, Gen. Angeles—Felipe Angeles‘ 

Mr. Trituepaum. Yes, sir. 

he Cuatrman. And his wife? 

Mr. TeirtepauM. Yes, sir. 

The CHargman. And Dudley Field Malone? 

Mr. TerLegacm. Yes, sir. 

he (Harman. And did Dudley Field Malone convey to Gen. 
Angeles the assurance that the American Government would never 
recognize either faction? | 
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Mr. Terrtesacm. There were two meetings. At one of them Gen. 
Angeles had explained to Mr. Malone, for the President, the attitude 
and position of the Villistas, with his own statement and deductions, 
or rather conclusions, saying that it was his belief that neither fac- 
tion should be recognized; that no man having taken part in military 
operations should be permitted to aspire to the presidency; that he 
himself would pledge himself not to do so, and if it was advisable he 
would withdraw himself from the country. 

The CHairman. You were present, were you? 

Mr. TEeITLEBAUM. I was present. 

The CHairMANn. In what capacity was Mr. Malone present? 

Mr. TeiriesatM. It was through Mr. Wright that Col. House was 
asked to meet Gen. Angeles, and he, I think, had Mr. Malone take his 

lace. 
j The CuHarrman. Very well. Now then, Gen. Angeles stated that 
in his opinion no military man from either faction should be recog- 
nized as President? 

Mr. Teititenaum. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrMan. Then, there was another conference, was there 
not ? 

Mr. Teirrtenaum. Then Mr. Malone had come down to Washing- 
ton, for the day, I think, the President came from, I think it was 
New Hampshire, and met him here, and he came back to New York 
expressing the comments of the President, and the statement that it 
was not his intention, and thanking Gen. Angeles for the informa- 
tion that he had given, and that it was not the intention to recognize 
either faction, or something of that effect. 

The Cuarrman. Gen. Angeles did not object to the recognition of 
the factions, but he objected or thought it best not to recognize as 
President a military man in either faction? 

Mr. Teirtepaum. Yes, sir. 

The Cuairman. Who did Gen. Angeles think it was best to recog- 
nize? 

Mr. Terrtenaum. He did not say. 

The CuatrMan. And the President replied, through Mr. Malone, 
as you understood it, that he, the President, was not going to recog- 
nize either faction? 

Mr. TeITLERAUM. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Did he say what he was going to do? 

Mr. Teirtenaum. No, sir; but Gen. Angeles went back and re- 
ported to his convention, or the people who sent him, the representa- 
tives to the peace conference from which he was invited by the Gov- 
ernment, and not more than two weeks thereafter President Car- 
ranza was recognized. In view of that Associated Press report 
made the statement that the Government’s hand was forced. 

The Cuairman. But that states nothing about the Government's 
hand being forced. 

Mr. Terrtesaum. Well, I think the fact of the promise having 
been made by the Government itself, there was no other excuse that 
could see, even though I didn’t have that version coming from the 
Associated Press. 

The Cuarrman. What man did you favor at that time between the 
factions? 
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eee I didn’t favor anybody. I didn’t think it was 
my place. 

e CHarrman. What solution did you offer to Mr. Malone and 
Gen, Angeles, of the problem, if any? 

Mr. TEITLEBAUM. f didn't offer any. It was simply to urge both 
sides to help to compose their differences and get together. For 
that purpose I had made other trips to Mexico and had put my life 
in danger. , 

The Cuarrman. When? , 

Mr. TutLeBavm. I think it was in November, 1914. 

The CHatrman. After the recognition by this Government of the 
Carranza Government? The recognition of this Government of the 
Carranza Government took place on the 9th or 19th of October, 1915. 
ie it after that or before that? Was it November, 1914, or Novem- 
er, i915? 

Mr. Terrtepaum. It was 1914. 

The CuairmaNn. Where did you go then? : 

Mr. Trirtepatm. I went to Vera Cruz, and from Vera Cruz to 
Mexico City. 

The Cuarrman. That was prior to all this Angeles matter you were 
talking about, was it? 

_ Mr. Terrtzpaum. Yes, sir. I was very anxious then to try to serve 
m that capacity, because there had been 
e Cuarrman, In what capacity? 

Mr. Terrtepaum. In trying to bring them together. 

The Coarrman. Who did you see? 

Mr. Terruzsaum. I saw Mr. Carranza. 

The Cuamman. Where did you find him? 

Mr. Terrtesaum. I found him at Mexico City, and then went to 
Puebla, and it was in Puebla that I had a conference with him. 

e CHarrman. With whom? 
Mr. Terrizsaum. With Mr. Carranza, and Mr. Cabrera acted as 
interpreter, 

The Coamman. Luis Cabrera ? 

Mr. Terrizpaum. Yes, sir. 

The Carman. Present Minister of Hacienda ? 

Mr. Terrnepaum. Yes, sir. 

The Carman. He did not represent any other faction, did he? 

r. Terriesaum. No, sir. 
The Cuarrman. You did not represent any other faction? 
r. Terrtenaum. No, sir; but I had tried to see both sides. 

The Cuarrman. That was one side. 

r. TerrLepaum. Yes, sir. 

The Cmamman. Who else did you see? 

i r. TerrLegavm. On the other side I saw Gen. Angeles and his 
ollowers, | 

The Cuarrman. Where did you see him? 

r. Terrezsaum. At Aguascaliente, at the convention. 

e Coarmman. What did you say to Carranza and Luis Cabrera? 

Mr. Terrizsaum. That I thought that the peace of Mexico and the 
peace of the United States depended on their composing their differ, 
ences, 


The Cratruan. Did you suggest how they could compose their 
differences? 
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Mr. Trrrhesaum, No, sir; with the exception of to try to be charita- 
ble for each other's faults, and they being brothers, having fought 
for the revolution, and having won it, that thev ought to get to- 
gether. 

The CuaitmaN. You went to Aguascaliente, and there vou saw 
Angeles and members of the convention? 

Mr. Teitiesacm. Yes, sir. - 

The Cuatrman. Who else did vou see besides Angeles? 

Mr. TrirtenauM. I saw Zapata's representative, ia. Villa. Í saw 
most of the leaders on the other side. 

The CuarrmaN. Did you make a proposition to them! 

Mr. TEITLEBAUM. Yes, sir. 

The CHairmayn. Did you tell them you had seen Carranza ani 
Luis Cabrera ? 

Mr. TreirtepauM. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. What proposition did you make to them, or to 
Angeles? 

Mr. TerriegavmĮm. The same that I had made to the First Chief. 
Venustiana Carranza: I had but one song to sing in Mexico. and that 
was harmony. 

The CuarrmMan. Did you tell them who vou represented ? 

Mr. TeITLEBAUM. Yes. sir. 

The CuHarrman. Whom did you represent? 

Mr. TeitLenaum. Myself. 

The Cuatrman. All right. What happened? 

Mr. Terrnenatm. There was not anything that happened, with the 
exception that Gen. Angeles told me, as he told me since, that had I 
been there 24 hours before I was probably they would have tried to 
see my recommendation. 

The Craman. Did he mean he would have tried to carry out 
your suggestion ? 
` Mr. Teirnenatm. Yes, sir. 

The Cuairman. The song that vou had to sing? 

Mr. Tritnenacm. Yes, sir. But as the convention had already 
elected Guerterrez as president, he was powerless to do anything 
then. 

The Cuairman. You knew that Gen. Angeles later did try to 
compose the differences between the factions, did you not? — 

Mr. Terrnenaum. Yes, sir. 

The Cuairman. He was one of the organizers of the liberal party 
here in this country, was he not? 

Mr. TerrnepatM. Yes, sir. | 

The Cuairmayn. Do you know the result to him when he undertook 
to vet these people together in these different factions’ 

Mr. TeittenatM. The ultimate result, ves, sir. 

The Cuairmayn. That is where he found himself [handing witness 
a photograph], and that is his latest picture. 

Mr. Teituenaum. There was one of God's noblemen, if ever there 
was one. so far as I was able to see. | | 

The CyarrMan. Do vou know under whose orders he was executed ! 

Mr. Tririenaum. No,sir. I know we could do nothing that would 
bring him back. It is a case of not sending any more than is neces: 
sary to follow him, that is all. I knew the man to be as great a 
patriot as any I have known. 


~ 
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The CHarrMan. Did you know any of those men who composed 
the court-martial that tried Gen. Angeles, shown in that photograph, 
where he appears before them ? 

Mr. Terruenatm. From the photograph I can not very well make 
out. I can not tell that is Angeles. suppose it 1s him standing 
there. 

The CHatirMAN. Have you ever heard of Gen. Gabriel Gavita ? 

Mr. TEITLEBAUM. Yes, sir. 

The CHatrrMAN. You have heard of him? 

Mr. TerIrLepauM. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrMAN. Do vou know under whom he holds a commission ? 

Mr. TertnepatM. No, sir. 

The CHairman. Do you know what faction he represents? 

Mr. TeitLEnauM. No, sir. 

The CHarrwan. Do you know to whom the members of that court- 
martial claim allegiance in Mexico? 

Mr. TerrLeeacm. I suppose to Carranza. No, sir; I don’t know. 

The CHarruan. Did you hear or have you heard that the court- 
martial itself telegraphed to the City of Mexico, with reference to 
their verdict, before they found it? You seem to think very highly 
of Gen, Angeles. Did you know the court-martial which sentenced 
him to death, and ie his execution, prior to pronouncing sentence 
upon him, and instructions from any higher authority? 

Mr, Terrtenatm. No, sir; but I would not be surprised that they 
i I know I sent a cablegram to Carranza asking him tosspare 
im. 

The CHarraan. Did you receive an answer? 

Mr. Teirtesacm. No, sir. 

The CHarrmaN. What is this that you have handed me? 

Mr. TerrLenaco. That is a photograph of Gen. Angeles: and the 
reverse side, if you don’t mind looking at 1t—perhaps you can trans- 
late it better than I have it. 

he Cuarman, If you can not read Spanish, I expect I could 
make a better translation of it than you could, if it is written in 
Spanish, 

Mr. Terresa. I do not read Spanish. The translation is not 
very long: 

To my dear friend, Mr. Teitlebuuim, with my sincere wishes for the success 
ae work toward strengthening the ties of friendship between our two sister 

s. 
The Cuarrman. Yes; that is substantially correct. 
r. TerrnenatM. I had it from Mr. Bonillas. 

The CHarrman. Bonillas, the ambassador to the United States 
from Mexico? 

Mr. Terruenaco. Yes, sir. 7 
the Cuarrman. Did Mr. Bonillas. the ambassador to the United 
States and representative of the Carranza Government, join in your 
efforts to save the life of Felipe Angeles? 

r. Terrtepaum. No, sir. After Mr. Carranza was recognized, I 
addressed a letter to Mr. Lansing on October 20, 1915: 

I sincerely hope that the Government's abandonment of its persistent insist- 

fie that the factions in Mexico compose their own differences does not prove 


to be the greatest of all the succession of errors that has been committed by the 
United States In its Mexican policy. 
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The step of recognizing either faction having taken, the need for har- 
monizing and getting them together is more pronounced than ever. 

Unless my limited individual campaign, in its devoted endeavor for an early 
and necessary restoration of confidence and good will between the neighboring 
countries for the safety and welfare of both peoples interferes with the work 
of your department, I propose instead of doing aught to encourage my fears 
to follow duty and continue to exert every honorable effort to minimize the 
result of charges of bad faith made by leading Mexicans that American prom- 
ises and acts do not parallel. 

That is why I say, sir, that we did not keep faith. 

The CuHarrman. What promises did we make? 

Mr. TeITLEBAUM. I told you the promises that were made through 
Mr. Malone. 

The Cuarrman. Those are the promises you refer to? 

Mr. TrerrLesaum. Yes, sir. 

The Cuairman. And because we did recognize Carranza, that is 
a violation of the promise you refer to, is it? 

Mr. TerrLesgaum. That 1s one of them. I had been under more 
obligations to Mr. Carranza than all the others put together, in 
courtesies I had received, but I recognized with Gen. Angeles the 
great aunties that would be committed by either side being rec- 
Ognized. 

he Cuairman. Who was to be recognized, if anyone? They 
would not have any government under your suggestion. Did you 
propose to form a government or have a government down there! 

r. TerTLEBAUM. I wanted the Carrancistas, the Zapatistas, and 
the Villistas to get together in the convention which they had left 
in Aguscaliente and agree on the man whom they wanted. It was 
not for me to say as to who they should have or should not have. 

The CuarrMan. They did do that, did they not? 

Mr. TerrLegsaum. No, sir; not that I recall. 

The Cuarrman. There was a man elected or appointed by that 
convention as President of Mexico. 

Mr. TEITLEBAUM. Yes, sir. 

The CHairman. Did you ever know Eulalio Gueterrez! 

Mr. TerrLesauM. Yes, sir. That was before that. That is when 
Gen. Angeles said had I come 24 hours before that it might have been 
done. Forty-eight hours after that convention elected uenen the 
Villa forces had started to take the field. 

The Cuarrman. The Villa forces were supporting Guerterrez, 
were they not? 

Mr. TEITLEBAUM. Yes, sir; they were before that. 

The Cuatrman. He was the man supported by the convention! 

Mr. TritLenaum. Yes, sir; he was, but the Carranzistas did not 
recognize him, and he telegraphed, asking both Carranza and Cabrera 
with whose consent had I went to the Aguascaliente convention. 

The Cuairman. But you asked them to recognize Eulalio Guer- 
terrez ? 

Mr. Territenaum. No, sir; I had not. He was recognized while I 
was on the way over there. 

The Cuarrman. You did telegraph them suggesting that in the 
interests of peace and harmony they should? 

Mr. TrITLEBAUM. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Did you telegraph them suggesting they should 
recognize Guerterrez? 
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Mr. TziTLEBauM. Yes, sir. 

The CoarrMaNn. Did you receive an answer? 

Mr. Teirtesaum. No, sir. I don’t know that it ever reached them. 

The CuarrmaNn. Before we get away too far from the question, 
you have been giving us some information with reference to the efforts 
of Gen. Felipe Angeles. Were you at all familiar with the organiza- 
tion of which Gen. Felipe Angeles was elected president, of which 
there were various juntas in different cities in the United States in 
1917 and subsequent to that time? 

Mr. TerrtepauM. No, sir. I tried not to work with either faction 
at the time. 

The Coarraan. Well, you knew there was such an organization, 
did you not? 

r. TErrLEBAUM. Yes, sir, 

The CHarrman. Did you know what the name of it was? 

Mr. Terrtesaum. I don’t recall it now. 

The Carman. Did you know what its purpose was? 

Mr, TerrLegaum. It was to bring the factions together. 

The Cuarrman. Was it not a unification of all political refugees 
sgunst the Carranza government and to bring about an adjustment 
of the troubles in Mexico without bloodshed ? 

Mr. Terrtesaum. Well, I did not know that that embraced the 
Cientificos. I think probably it had others besides the Cientificos. 

The Cuarrman. Do you know Enrique C. Llorente? 

Mr. TerrLeeavm. Yes, sir. 

a Carman. Do you know Enrique Santibanes, of New York 
ty 

Mr. Terrtesaum. I don’t know him by name. | 

The Cmamman. Do you know J. F. Del Valle, of New York City? 

Mr. Terriznaum. Not by name. 

The Cuarrman. Do you know Felipe Riveros, Antonio P. Rivera, 
Adolfo M. Azueta, Manual Lcasa, sr., Rosenda Garza, Bernardo Esco- 
rat and Arnoldo Ceballos, or either of them, of San Francisco, 


Mr. Terriznaum. No, sir. 

The Coarrman. Do you know Samuel Gandara, Manual Arriola. 
Adame, Rogerio A. Silva, Enrique Cisneros, and Francisco Placencia, 
or either of them, of Philadelphia ? 

Mr. Terrtznaum. No, sir; I do not. 
ee Cuamman. Do you know Roque G. Garza, of San Antonio, 

eX. 

Mr. TerrtenauM. Yes, sir. 

The Cuairssan. Do you know Ismael Palafox} 

Mr. Terruzsaum. No, sir. 

The Cuatrman. You do not know who he represents? 

Mr. TerrLeraum. I think I probably know Ismael Palafox. 

The Cuamman. Do you know Andreas L. Farias, Matias C. Gar- 
us, Francisco Olicares, Jose G. Nieto, and Jesus P. Flores, of San 


gaano, or either of them, all of San Antonio except Matias C. 
arcia 

Mr. Terrreeavm. I know Gonzales Garcia. 

The Carman. There were two brothers? 

Mr. Terrueeavum. I know both of them. 
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The CHatrMan. One was known as Gonzales Garcia and the other 
Matias Garcia? 

Mr. TritLEBAuM. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarmax. Do vou know Jesus Santos Mendiola, Antonia 
Valdeez. Rafael Trujillo, Juan Jose Gomez, Adolfo F. Farias. 
Enrique Miranda, and Jose Luna, or either of them, of Laredo, Tex.’ 

Mr. TreirLesatm. Not that I recall, but there were thousands of 
them—or hundreds—that I know, that I do not know their names. 
I was only concerned with the men at the head. 

The CHairMAN. I am trying to get at the head. because these men 
were the official heads of the movement. | 

Mr. Tiertenaum. I don't know much of anything about the move- 
ment, with the exception that I know that there was an organization 
perfected by Angeles and somebody else. 

The CHarrMan. Did vou know Antonio I. Villareal? 

Mr. Territesaum. I think so. 

The Cuairmax. You do not know whether you know him or not? 

Mr. TeittenacM. No, sir; I donot. I think, if it is the same party 
I have in mind in San Antonio, that I know him. 

The CuatrMan. At this convention that you attended in the inter- 
est of harmony, who was president of it? 

Mr. Tritienaca. I don't know, sir, who the president was. but 
they had elected (suerterrez as President. 

The Caiman. He was elected President of the Republic of Mex- 
ico? 

Mr. TreitLEBAUM. Yes, sir. 

The Caatrman. Do you know whether any of those there at the 
time belonged to the revolutionary junta of Mexicans organized in 
1905 in the United States? 

Mr. Terreenaum. No, sir: I do not. That was way ahead of my 
time. sf 

The CHarrman. Well, it may be, but you are trying to give this 
committee information about Mexico. 

Mr. Triviesaum. I am trving to give the committee information 
about facts T have. 

The CuatrMan. In connection with the testimony of this witness 
the chairman of the committee will file with his testimony the report 
mace to the committee on the Felipe Angeles movement in the United 
States, organized in 1917, continued until his death, and supposed 
yet to continue. This report contains the names of the officers in 
the United States, contains various letters, contains the declaration 
of principles. containing references to Angeles’s statement when he 
entered Mexico, and his convocation and address to the Mexican 
people as to his purposes, together with the constitution and laws of 
the Mexican liberal alliance. This is not to be printed in the record, 
but filed as a part of the testimony of this witness. 

(The document referred to is herewith filed as a part of the testi- 
mony of this witness.) 

Mr. Trittenatm. So you see that it was not that I tried to play 
any part in making Mr. Carranza president, or Gen. Angeles, or any- 
body else. | i 

The Cuairan. T was wondering what von proposed to do. 
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Mr. Teirtesaum. When they get together, let them say, as long 
as they approach the program with the proper spirit. That is all 
that was Necessary. 

The CHairMAN. Obregon, Villa, Zapata, representatives of all the 
factions in Mexico, those who had fought with them for the recogni- 
tion of Carranza in Mexico, those who were opposing Huerta in 
arms, all got together in a convention, and the outcome of that was 
the election of Guerterrez as president by the convention. 

Mr. Terrtepatm. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrMan. You attended the convention? You were trying 
to get them together, and the only people who would not get to- 
ther were Carranza and Luis Cabrera? 

Mr. Terrpenacm. Very true. Now. then, I will give you a sequel 
to that, and here is where I have placed my life between the teeth to 
ae harmony, even after that. 

When Eulalio Guerterrez was elected, the Villa forces had marched 
toward Mexico City. In my talk that I had with Mr. Guerterrez 
he said that he would be very glad to step aside, as long as he stood in 
the way and was not acceptable to the Carrancistas. I applauded his 
stand, and knowing as to what Gen. Angeles had said in regard to 
my appearing late on the scene, too late for what he did, I took an 
overland trip to get into the Carranza camp, and bring the matter 
tothe attention of some of the leaders on the side of the Carrancistas. 
I went down to Santa Maria, from Gueretaro, and at that place I had 
occasion to have a second man shot for misappropriating property. 

The Cuatrrman. You had occasion to have him shot? 

TerrtesauM. That is, the occasion of one of the men being 
shot. 

The CHarrman. What business was it of yours? 

Mr. Terrtenaum. It happened to be that he had appropriated one 
of ny bags. 

The CHarrman. And you saw that he was shot? 

Mr. TertLesatm. No, sir; I didn’t see that he was shot. He was a 
piymaster in the army, a very handsome, fine-looking fellow. Part 
of the forces were ordered from Santa Maria eastward, and I dis- 
covered that one of my grips was gone. Somebody had suggested 
that the man had gone with those forces eastward, and T took the 
train, as they were on horseback, to try to recover my grip. When I 
got to that point I had several telegrams that they did find my grip, 
ind to come back. There are some of the telegrams. I took the train 
back. and I found that the man was sentenced to be shot in the morn- 
ing. I plead with the commandant in charge, and thought I had 
succeeded in saving him. and several hours afterwards he told me I 
would have to choose between them, that he had his orders and had 
to report on this man being executed by 9 o'clock. 

he Coamman. What did he mean by saying vou had to choose 
between them ? 

Mr. Teirtespacm. That was what he had said. Whether that he 
Intended to take his own life, or not, I don’t know but his advisers 
had evidently showed him that he could not be in the military with- 
out he obeved those orders, and it was too late for me to be able to get 
word to President Guerterrez and trv to intervene for him, and the 
y was shot. 


> 
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I have here the mute evidence. consisting of a part of the coat, with 
the bullet holes, of another boy, who was shot at Aguascaliente for 
having stolen tools from an American concern. There are four or 
five places where the bullets entered the boy’s body, and there is his 
life blood. I want to offer that simply as proof of the statement that 
no penalty is exacted of Mexicans for things that they do. 

he CHAIRMAN. You mean you want to offer that as a refutation of 
that statement? 

Mr. Trirtenaum. Refutation. Thank you, sir. 

The Crarrman. Did you ever know of one being shot for killing 
an American? 

Mr. Trittenaum. No, sir; but I haven’t any doubt but what they 
don’t make any more ceremony on some of those than they did on 
these two boys. 

The CuarrmMan. You had no occasion to know that. did you? 

Mr. TritLtesaum. No, sir; but I am bringing this to you, sir, for 
this purpose: Because I myself could not serve either of these boys, 
and I want their spirit and the spirit of the Americans and the 
Mexicans who had so needlessly lost their all, including Gen. Angeles, 
to have it serve the purpose for which I am here before your com- 
mittee. 

The Cuarrman. What is the purpose? What do you have in mind? 
What do you want to do? Let us proceed and see if we can not ge 
at what you want by question and answer. 

Following all this you have just testified to, the Government of 
the United States, in October, 1915, recognized the de facto govern- 
ment. In 1917 they sent an ambassador and recognized the Carranss 
Government officially. Since that time they have continued to recog- 
nize the Carranza Government. Those are the conditions existing up 
to this time. The Carranza Government is still recognized? 

Mr. TeiriepatM. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrMan. What is it that you want to tell the committee to 
throw light on the Mexican question? What do you want done? 

Mr. TErrLeBAUM. I respectfully suggest the appointment of an 
international commission, whose province would be to pass on | 
these depredations that were committed and lives taken on either side 
of the border. 

The CuoatrMan. What do you mean by “an international commis- 
sion ”? 

Mr. TeirLenaum. An international commission of, for instance, 8 
high court of both Mexicans and Americans, to see just what the 
situation is and to find out just how for it reaches,; instead of tr 
to cover certain graft of people higher up, particularly on the Amert- 
can side, that they should get down to it as far as it is possible to do. 

The Cuairman. What have you reference to when you say “ par- 
ticularly on the American side ”? 

Mr. TerrtesauM. Because I know that a very large number of our 
representatives were responsible that certain crimes were commit 
and punishment condoned for it, if they did not father it. 

The CHarrmMan. Get down to something concrete. What are you 
talking about? 

Mr. TerrtesauM. I am talking about raids. oe 

The CuatrmMan. Do you mean raids on this side of the border, oF 
raids from this side over on the other ? 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. = 2787 


Mr. TerrLesauM. Both sides. 

The CuammĮmax. I want to know what raids you have reference 
to, organized on this side of the river at any time, or brought about in 
any way by any individual or combination of individuals or any other 
concern, which resulted in injury to anyone on the other side of the 
niver, Just give us an illustration of one case. 

Mr. Terrtesaum. My testimony is directed to tracing those raids, 
Senator, because those people higher up can tell us betted when they 
are going and what method they will use to do that. 

The CoatrMAN. You would not make a statement with reference 
4 ai from this side to the other side unless you had something 

ck of it? 

Mr. Terrtepaum. I don’t mean any Americans raiding Mexicans. 
I mean Mexicans being hired by Americans to do the raiding. 

The CHarrman. What do you mean by that? 

Mr. Terrtenaum. I have not the data on that; but here is a reso- 
lution that several of us had drafted in San Antonio with a view of 
holding a public meeting to indorse the stand: 

We recognize that America’s greatest contribution to an early and lasting 
pace in Mexico lies in discouraging the practice of using American soil to 
foment and breed further disputes in our sister Republic. 

The CHarrman. Does that have reference to your efforts in fur- 
srt a Madero revolution ? 

Mr. Terruznaum. No, sir. It says: 

Whereas the President of the United States has honored our State and the 
tity of San Antonio by selecting Mr. Duval West, one of our foremost citizens, 
as his personal representative to aid, as far as may be consistent with our 
neutrality and declared policy of nonintervention, in suggesting a just basis 
upon which the people of that Republic may settle the differences which ar 
bow causing interna! war and fratricidal strife within her borders. ; 

The Cmamman. What had that to do with the statement you made 

7 reference to Americans employing Mexicans to raid the other 
side? 
Mr. Terrueraum. Just as sure as I am of knowing that it is day- 
ight, now, Senator, that many Americans that have been filled with 
bullets that were brought in there ostensibly to use on Mexicans that 
were used on Americans. Unfortunately, I myself have it in my 
heart in having helped the best I could to remove that. 

The CHarrman. That has nothing to do with the question. 

. Terruzsaum. It has this to do. : 

The Cuamman, You answer the questions I propound to you. I 
asked you what you know, what information you have, what leads 

uto make the charge of a most serious nature that Americans have 

n raiding or causing to be raided Mexican soils, resulting in the 
death or injury of any person in Mexico or the robbery or stealing of 
my property in Mexico? 

. Terrreravm{m. That is an absolute conviction based on the 
knowledge of the general situation, and I say I am just as certain of 
tas I know I have got a little gray matter. I have not seen it, but 
I think I have it. 

The Cuamman. You must have some foundation for it. 

. TerrLeraum. I have. 

The Crama. What is it? 
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Mr. TeitLepaum, Just the general natural cussedness—— 

The CHairman. Of vourself? 

Mr. Teiritesaum, All right, sir; of myself. 

The CHatrMan, Exactly just the disposition 

Mr. Terrienacm. Of some financial interests, sir, who would stoop 
to anything. 

The CHairMan. That is an infamous accusation, unless you can 
prove it. If pou have any proof of this 1 want you to give it to this 
committee. Have you anything to substantiate that? 

Mr. Trirtenaum. I will be able. if you want to, to get you the 
proof. I will set myself to bring it. 

The Cuamman. You came here with an armful of papers. 

Mr. Trit.enaum. Yes, sir. 

The CHatrmanx. You came at your own request to make a state- 
ment. 

Mr. Terrtespaum. I did, am I am making it. and I will give you 
what I have in connection with it. l 

The CHAIRMAN. You joined other people in making such an ac- 
cusation, and I want some substantiation of it. Are you prepared to 
give it? 

Mr. Treittenaum. I am trying to give it to you now. I didn’t take 
part in some of these things, and T can't give them to you. I am 
making it as a general charge. 

The CHoamman. Upon what do vou found it? 

Mr. Treittesatm. On my own knowledge of the general situation, 
just the same as I know it is daylight now. 

The Cuairman. Then give us the facts. Give us any facts, any 
information within your knowledge. 

Mr. Trithesaum. If you want facts on that particular thing. I 
will set myself to get them for vou, sir, and I will be able to get 
them for you. 

The Cuamman. What have you been doing for eight years! 

Mr. Treireenatm. Í have not taken part in that industry. 

The Cuammayx. The committee will not sit here and listen to such 
representations of stuff as you are now repeating, unless you will 
give your foundation for it, and give the committee something upon 
which they can act. 

Mr. Trerrursaum. All right. We will go to something else. 

The Cuairnman, No; I want that right now. 

Mr. Teirtenaum. I promise to get it. 

The CnatkmMan. I want it now. 

Mr. Trerriesaum. I can't give it to vou now. 

. The CHairmayx. Then the committee declines to hear you any 
further, sir. 

Mr. Terruenaum. All right. sir. I thank you very much for your 
courtesy and patience. I would like real well to have this to the 
end, because I believe there is much good to come from it. if we ap- 
proach it in the proper spirit, but it does not always serve our pur- 
pose. i 
The CHAIRMAN. You have paid your own expenses, have you, 1N 
connection with your Mexican investigations? 

Mr. Trittenacm. Yes. sir: I have spent the only money I have 
made for some time to come on this trip down here. 
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The CHairnMan, The committee has in its possession a good deal 
of information respecting the financing of similar matters. 

Mr. Terttenatm. That is all right. I don’t blame the committee 
for asking the questions, and I am very glad you state it frankly, 
because I believe that is the only way to get any results. 

The CHarrMaN. The committee ane. positively to listen to 
vague accusations, for which you do not submit the proof. 

Mr. Terusnac. I think I have enough other matter I can give 
vou tangible evidence on. 

The CHairman. Tangible evidence of what? Give us tangible 
evidence of anything and we will listen to you. 

Mr. Teirtepatm. I have been furnishing you evidence, but it is 
not acceptable to vou. I can furnish you tangible evidence. 

The CHairnman. Evidence of what? 

Mr. Terrnenaum. The chairman of this committee. 

The CHairman. Very well. Now, let us have it. 

Mr. Terruesaum. I did not come prepared for that, but I find 
that at our conference yesterday. which I did not expect, I have 
wmething on it. I simply want to say that so far as I am able to 
xe, that I have some clippings here and statements and addresses 
made by him from the time Madero, that the chairman has not been 
in sympathy with all the efforts made by Mexicans or kept the spirit 
of neutrality. 

The CHamaan. The chairman has never been in sympathy with 
evidence from a man who is not a citizen of the United States, not in 
any official position, who interferes with the affairs of a foreign 
rointry, where it might drag this country into some action, whether 
that action might he beneheil or not. The chairman has never had 
any sympathy with any movement of that kind or any person of 
that kind. Now, you have made a statement that is something con- 
‘rete. You state that you have information with reference to the 
chairman of this committee. Now. give it. 

Mr. Terruenatm. All right. Do you want me to quote the speeches 
that you have made at various times? 

The CHairmax. Where? When? 

Mr. Terreesaum, At different places. in New York. Here is one. 
The Carman. From what are you intending to quote? 

Mr. Teitnesacm. A speech made at the Mexico Society of New 
York, at the Hispanic Society's building. and this press report says: 

Following Senator Fall's speech the society adopted resolutions congratulating 
Mubassador Wilson upon “the ability, patience. and courage “ he has shown in 
the recent crisis and expressing hope that the Mexican “ patriots who are tight- 
NS to establish and maintain a constitutional government " will suceeed. 

That is one. 

The Cuairman. What is that? It is a resolution, is it not / 

Mr. Trrtnesaum. Yes. sir: but you probably recall as to when it 
“as, Ihave not got the case marked here. 

he CHairman. I do not recall the date at this moment. 

Mr. Terruepacm. Yes, sir; I will be able to get it. 

The CHarmatan. What are you reading it for? What is the pur- 
pose of it? i 

Mr. Terruesaum. I am trying to show that the chairman is not 
now and has not been in sympathy with these poor benighted devils 
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who are trying to bring some organized government out of Mexico 
and without embroiling us in the end and saving our boys from hav- 
ing to go down there, with the consequent loss of blood and treasure, 
because there is no man that has been in the position that the chair- 
man of this committee has been in for doing the things that this 
Mexican situation would never be in the shape that it 1s in, except 
for the chairman of this committee, I think, and the heart of this 
country, W. R. Hearst. 

eae Cuamuan, What is your purpose in reading that newspaper 
clippin 

r. TerrbeBaAuM. To simply show you that. There is another. 

The Cuarrman. Just confine yourself to answering the questions. 

Mr. TritLtEBAuM. To show the chairman is not in sympathy with 
me in attempting to get at what I am trying to get at. 

The Cuarrman. I admit that in the record. I am not in sympathy 
with you. 

Mr. Teirtesaum. All right. 

The Cuarrman. Now, go back and answer the question. What is 
your purpose in reading that clipping? 

Mr. TeitLEBAUM. For the purpose that I say, that it appears to me 
that the chairman holds a grouch against cee people, which en- 
dangers the good will and sympathy and confidence between the two 
nations. 

The CHarrmMan. What is that clipping? Read it again, to your- 
self. You need not read it aloud. How does it apply? What are 
you talking about? 

Mr. TerrLegaum. I read it as evidence of what I said. 

The CuarrMAN. Just read it and answer the question. 

Mr. Terttenaum. I only want to use it as proof in regard to the 
chairman’s position, Senator. 

The Cuairman. What proof is it? 

Mr. TeirLenaum. And with the best of feeling and kindness in the 
world. 

The Cuairman. What proof is it? You have read a resolution 
which was adopted after the speech of the chairman. 

Mr. TrittesAum. You make it impossible for me to follow it. 
When there is a chance of leading up to something, it is diverted 1n 
another direction instead of following it along certain lines. 

The Cuairman. That is absolutely untrue. The chairman has ex- 
hibited the utmost patience with you, sir, and will continue to do s0, 
on any line you may desire along this subject; but I want to know 
what your conclusion is from this resolution you have just read. 
What do you think about it? Upon what do you base your conclu- 
sion? 

Mr. TriTLEBAuM. I think that the meeting at which the chairman 
spoke was certainly not in sympathy with trying, to help compose 
the differences. 

The Cmarman. Well, read that resolution again. I asked you 
to read it. Now, see what it says. 

Mr. TeirLesauM. That was, sir, at the time when one of the men 
who was most responsible for the trouble of Madero, and an ac- 
credited representative who was withdrawn and recalled for the dirty 
work he had done. 
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Following Senator Farr’s speech, the society adopted resolutions congratu- 
lating Ambassador Wilson upon “ the ability, patience, and courage” he has 
shown In the recent crisis, and expressing hope that the Mexican “ patriots 
who are fighting to establish and maintain a constitutional government” will 
succeed, 


By “constitutional patriots ” is not meant either faction to the 
revolution, and neither have I seen anything at all that I have had 
occasion to observe where the chairman has done the thing to bring 
those relations which he is in such an excellent position to bring. 

The CHarrman. Were you opposed to the recognition of the Huerta 
government by this Government ? 

Mr. TerrtepauM. Yes, sir. 

The Coairman. Do you not know that speech was made in answer 
toa speech by Henry Lane Wilson, in which Mr. Wilson advocated 
the recognition of Huerta and the chairman opposed it? 

Mr. TerrLegaum. Is that so? I am very glad to have you give- 
me that information. Quoting yourself: 

Not one member of the prominent families, the white class, of Mexico has taken 
part in upholding the hands of either Diaz or of Madero. None of these an- 
svered Madero's call for volunteers. Now, if prominent Mexicans will not 
uphold the hands of a strong government, what can they expect for their 
country? 

Everybody acquainted with conditions in Mexico knows that if universal 
suffrage were established there to-day Zapata would be elected against all other 
čmdidates, Everybody knows that the overthrow of a strong government in 
Mexico means anarchy. The army? The army to-day is drinking pulque. 
While Gen, Huerta was fighting the revolutionists, 3 miles miles from the 
line, 447 bridges were burned on the railroad south of Juarez, and bandits were 
taped nearby feeding on beef stolen from the cattle companies, No attempt 
Wis nade to drive them out. When some of these bands surrendered useless 
gms they were immediately pardoned by Gen. Blanco, permitted to keep the 


horses they had stolen, and equipped with modern rifles. When the victims of 
their depredations complained and threatened to report them, they replied that 
they were working for Huerta and Blanco. 

All of these bands, it has been ascertained, receive support from socialists in 
San Diego, San Francisco, Los Angeles, Minneapolis, Sacramento, and Cleve- 
laid—militant socialists and anarchist organizations here, which have been 
por $1,000 monthly for printing and circulating their revolutionary 

The Crairman. Do you know who those men were I have referred 
to as doing that robbing there? 

Mr. Terreesaum. No, sir. 

The CHarrman. They were under the command of Gen. Salazar, 
hom you have referred to here. 

Mr. TerrLesaum. As I have said before, and will show you again, 
that I personally have nothing against anybody who has done any- 
thing in connection with Mexico personally. But this has repre- 
‘ited a great sacrifice to me, and I feel very proud of the little that 
as been given me to accomplish, with my limited influence, and I 
dont count my life any too much to contribute to it, in order to save 
inv Woman’s son or any man’s brother. 

he Cuarrwan. The chairman of this committee has been under 
very great provocation on one or two occasions, due to your having 
injected personalties into this hearing. The chairman has before him 
rom his files a copy of a letter dated July 17. 1917, addressed to the 
resident of the United States and an acknowledgment of the receipt 
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by the President of that letter and his thanks for it. Among other 
things in the letter the chairman states: 


I am in thorough accord with the administration in the policy of nonrecog- 
nition of the Huerta government as a government, and my reasons for that are 
as follows: 


And they follow at some length. The letter is quite full. There is 
a somewhat lengthy discussion of the reasons actuating the present 
chairman of this committee in agreeing with the policy of the admin- 
istration in the nonrecognition of Huerta. The suggestions the chair- 
man made were as follows: 


In December, 1899 (7), the Secretary of State of the United States handed 
to the representatives of the Nicaraguan Government a note, in which it was 
declared that this country could no longer recognize the Zelayan (?) govern- 
ment. Zelaya (%) was at that time the duly elected and acting President of 
Nicaragua. Revolutionists were in the field in different parts of the Republic 
against him. We declared that we would hold each of the leaders in his district 
or that portion of the country over which he had declared control responsible for 
injury to the property of American citizens and also the lives and liberty and 
sufety of such citizens. Of course, the United States could not adopt that 
course With Mexico, unless it had first been given power to use marines and 
soldiers, as this country had done with Nicaragua, to enforce that warning. 

In August following that letter, 1 month and 10 days, the Presi- 
dent of the United States came before the Congress of the United 
States and delivered a message in person. He followed that action 
on the same day by a cable communication to the consul general at the 
city of Mexico and all the consuls of the United States, telegraphed 
through the consul general directly from the State Department to the 
consuls in all the States of northern Mexico, which were then out of 
telegraphic communication with the city. In a message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States to the Congress of the United States he 
stated that there was no government in Mexico, and this Government 
would notify every leader in Mexico, civil and military, in the district 
over which he assumed to have control that he would be held strictly 
accountable for the life, safety, and property of American citizens. 
Of course, I do not assume that the President of the United States 
was following literally the suggestions in this letter of the chairman 
of this committee to him on July 17. I have the phraseology of the 
originals from the State Department of each of the telegraphic 1n- 
structions which were sent to the consuls of the United States and 
directed by the President to notify to every Mexican in all the differ- 
ent States of the Republic, in every district, to every authority, eivil 
or military, that they would be held strictly accountable for the life. 
property, and safety of the American citizens. That was the sug- 
gestion made by the chairman to the President, in these exact words: 

Now, those telegrams were sent out, of course, using those words. 
because they were expressive and he had the precedent for them. 
The speech which you have referred to was made at the request 
of certain officials of this Government in a joint debate with Henry 
Lane Wilson. He attacked the action of the administration in the 
nonrecognition of Huerta, and I, at the request of certain officials of 
the United States Government. answered that attack. And the 
resolution, while it indorses the action of Mr. Wilson, followed the 
lines of the speech which I had made. 
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I simply do that in justice to myself and to the committee. I 
rare nothing about your attack upon me. I am now in the position 
of chairman of the committee. 

Now, then, what else have you in reference to the chairman of this 
committee ? 

Mr. Terttesatm. On that same line? 

The CHairman. Let us have something else which induces you to 
believe that the chairman of this committee had done a great in- 
jury to Mexico and is now doing it. 

Mr. TerrtesauM. I would much sooner not do it. 

The CHamman. You made the accusation—a very serious accu- 
son. Those charges have been made before, but no man has ever 
faed any citizen and produced any evidence of any kind or char- 
ater on that subject. Now. you have made charges in reference 
to the chairman of the committee in the general, vague terms which 
are of a serjous nature. 

Mr. TreirLenacé. I am giving to you just what I have known the 
chairman to do—what he has said. 

The CHairman. Well, what? 

Mr. TerrLesacm. I did not come prepared on that score, because 
much of this material I have whipped into shape after coming up 
here, and after the conference we had yesterday and the position 
that I understood the chairman to take. I did find some expres- 
sions that occurred some time ago, speeches by the chairman, which 
dil not show that he had been in sympathy. I am heartily sorry 
that I have brought any of this into this hearing. I am very grate- 
ful to you, and I am sorry to have hurt your feelings. 

The CHainman. You have not hurt my ne a particle. 

Mr. TrirLepaum. I am rather sensitive, and I would like—— 

The CHama. I am not at all so. 

a TrrrueBatM. I would like to beg your indulgence a little 
urther, 

The CHairman. No. You started to refer to something else about 
the chairman. You spoke of expressions the chairman made. I 
vould like to know what you refer to. The speech you are talking 
out as being made in New York was a speech made in Worcester 
inl Boston, Mass. Now, go ahead. 

Mr. Trrrnepaum. Here is a statement in the New York Tribune, 
‘ated Angust 24, 1912. headed : 


EESATOR FALL DENIES OWNING LAND IN MEXICO—ADMITS, HOWEVER, HE IS INTER- 
ESTED IN SOME MINES WHCH ARE “ NOT ON A PAYING BASIS ’—WAS GREENE'S 
ASSUCIATE—HAD SOME RUSNESS DEALIGS WITH CANANEA COPPER MAN, RUT DID 
SOT MARRY HIS NIECE. 


WASHINGTON, August 28.—Charges that he was actuated by self-interest in 
M attempt to bring about intervention in Mexico, made in the Nueva Era, 
“hich is reeagnized as the Government organ in Mexico City, were charac. 
"rized by Senator Fall, of New Mexico, to-day as being too ridiculous to merit 
“iment. 

The Senator denied that he had an interest in any land in Mexico and ex- 
Mesel doubt that, even if he had, the tortuous process of bringing about in- 
“mention to enhance its value would be successful. He said that he had an 
terest in some mines which were not on a paying basis, but which, eventually, 
te hoped to dispose of to advantage. 
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The CuatrMan. I would like you to come to something which you 
say indicates that I am against the struggling people of Mexico, or 
anything not to their advantage. 

Mr. TrrrLenaum. In a newspaper article—— 

The Cuatrman. Have you concluded your reading from this other 
paper? 

Mr. Terrtenaum. From that one; yes, sir. Here is another one, 
which. if you insist, I will have to take your time on it. 

The Crrairman. Just select the portions of it that you want to 
read. 

Mr. TEemLeBauM. Quoting from a clipping under date of August 
19, at Washington, which I expect would be about 1911: 

Conditions in Mexico were discussed in the Senate to-day by Senator Fall, of 
New Mexico, Who arose to a question of personal privilege to deelare “ absurd 
and ridiculous” a statement purporting to come from President Madero to the 
effect that Mr. Fall had caused the failure of peace negotiations between the 
Mexican Government and Gen. Orosco. Senator Fall denied he had ever had 


any connection with Orosco regarding the peace negotiations. Conditions in 
Mexico could not last much longer, he said. 


Further down it says: 


Senator Fall declared that as President Madero had recognized the belliger- 
ence of the insurgents by informing the world that peace negotiations had 
failed, he thought the United States should recognize the insurgents, 


I will not comment on that. | 

The Craimman. Was not that what you were trying to do? 

Mr. Tririrnaum. Not against Madero. 

The CHAIRMAN. Not against your particular insurgent. 

Mr. TerreesaumM. Not against my particular insurgent. 

The Cuarmmax. Now, Mr. Teitlebaum, of course you do not know 
anything about the facts? 

Mr. Treirrtensum. No, sir. I don’t want to read these things to 
any man’s hurt. I only try to justify myself to myself, as long as you 
do not accept it with the spirit in which it is given, and with which I 
have come here to facilitate doing what I believe it is your honest 
desire of trying to do—some constructive work for the people of the 
United States. | 

The Cuamman. Let us get back to the facts. At the time this 
interview or statement was made, which appears in the Congressional 
Record, and from which vou should have obtained it, if you wanted 
to quote from an official record instead of a statement in some news- 
paper report. at that time the facts were that the State of Chihuahua 
had seceded from the Mexican Government. had its own State govern- 
ment, its own legislature, which had been elected at the same time 
Madero was elected. 

For their own reasons they had elected Orosco as military governor 
of the State. He was in charge of the railroads and all the industries 
of the State. He was being dealt with every day by the United 
States Government through the port of Columbus and Juarez and 
other points. The conditions were at that time that Mr. Orosco had 
raised the flag of insurrection. He had been joined by Mr. Madero. 
Madero sent his representative Ganzalez into Chilhuahua, where 
Orosco was in arms against the State authorities. The State author- 
ities had been powerful enough to secure federal troops from Gen. 


- 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 2795 


Diaz. Those troops came in armed conflict with Orosco’s forces and 
were repulsed. Madero represented to Orosco that he then became 
an outlaw against the federal government; that if he would declare 
for Madero that he, Madero, would furnish him with arms and am- 
munition. He did furnish Orosco with arms and ammunition, and 
Orosco captured Juarez and overthrew it and placed Madero in 
power in Mexico almost single handed. 

Later, for reasons of their own, the State of Chihuahua seceded. 
Orozco, in the position of military commander, was being dealt with 
by this Government every day and was allowed all the arms and 
ammunition from this country that he wanted. You and others were 
holding meetings in San Antonio and all along the border, without 
interference from the Department of Justice or otherwise, in favor 
of Madero. When Orozco raised the banner of the revolution against 
Madero and fought the first battle, where he repulsed the Madero 
forces, he found himself getting short of arms and ammunition that 
were coming from the border. He then for the first time discovered 
his inability to get the things which, under Madero, they had gotten 
all they wanted. He took the position that it was best to go on 
ighting it out, unless the United States Government was prepared 
to assume the responsibility which necessarily would go along with 
the question of authority, and that if it declined to do so and stopped 
the murder and destruction going on in Mexico, then we should keep 
our hands off and let the Mexicans fight it out. 

Now, with reference to intervention of any kind in Mexico. I call 
your attention to a matter already in the record, the only resolution 
upon that subject which has ever been offered in the Congress of the 
United States, and which is already printed in the hearings of this 
committee and therefore will not be included at this time. However, 
I will read it for your benefit. 

(After reading the document referred to.) | 

at was immediately after the raid in my own State. when 
American women were shot down at night in the doors of their 
houses: when the jewels were torn from their bodies; when their 
husbands were murdered by their side; when the American soldiers 
were surprised in their sleep, and were attacked by the raiders and 
ruthlessly murdered. The Pershing expedition was sent into Mexico 
by the President of the United States. The papers were full of state- 
ments, of course, that it meant war with Mexico. Some of the people 
of the United States thought it was the duty of this country to take 
over Mexico. Some were in favor of the annexation of a part of 
Mexico. That revolution had been going on then for six years. The 
people of the United States were tired of it. The extremists wanted 
to force the United States a government of its own power in Mexico, 

I introduced this resolution : 

Whereas for three years a condition of anarchy has prevailed on and near our 
borders, and particularly within the Republic of Mexico; and 

Whereas this Government has exercised the utmost patience and its best 
efforts through persuasion and representations to assist in restoring order 
in that unhappy country, and has seen its citizens traveling and doing business 

In Mexico murdered and outraged and their property destroyed, in violation 

of their legal rights under the comity of nations and customary and positive 

Jiternational law; and 
Vieress this Government has had its flag dishonored and insulted in Mexico, 

in no reparation made or redress offered; and 
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Whereas the clear rights of American citizens bave been abridged and denied 
in Mexico, and this Government can not consent to any further abridgment 
of the rights of American citizens in any respect; and 

Whereas this Government is contending for nothing less high and sacred thin 
the rights of humanity, which every Government honors itself in respecting, 
and which no Government is justified in resigning on behalf of those under 
its care and authority: Therefore be it 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 

of America in Congress assembled, That the President be, and he hereby is, 

authorized and directed to use the land and naval forces of the United States, 
and call into service 500,000 volunteers: 

First. For the purpose of protecting the lives and property of Americans in 
Mexico, and as a necessary preliminary to such purpose the opening and main- 
tenance of all rail and other lines of communication between the City of Mexfeo 
and the seaports of Mexico, as well as with the American border. 

Second. For assisting in the prompt establishment of a constitutional gov- 
ernment in Mexico and lending same sufficient support to enable the Mexicans 
themselves to organize and maintain adequate military force with which to 
disarm all bandits and wurderers and restore order and peace. 

Ske. 2. That we declare cur purpose to be as above set forth. and not to be 
the acquisition or annexation of territory. the overthrow of laws, customs, or 
constitution, the making of war upon the Mexican people, or interference with 
Mexicans in the government of their country; and we declare our further 
purpose to be the withdrawal of all our armed forces from Mexican territory 
immediately upon our aecomplshment of the objects herein set forth, and to 
these ends we invite the cooperation of the Mexican people. 


Did you ever read that? 

Mr. Trirtenaum. Yes, sir. 

The CHatrman. What impression did that make upon you? 

Mr. TeirLepauM. Very good: the first man that I have seen that 
had the proper notion of the probable number of people it would 
take. 

The CuatrMan. I am not discussing that. What impression did 
it make upon your mind as to the intent and purpose of the chairman 
of this committee ? 

Mr. TeitLtepaumM. Well, I don’t know that I can give you a good 
explanation of that, because I was not in sympathy with our going 
down there. 

The Cuairman. But we were there. That was an accomplished 
fact at the time that resolution was drawn. We were there with 
arms, 

Mr. Tre:tLespaumM. I noted that vou said that. | 

The CHairman. The Pershing expedition was in Mexico, 14,000 
strong. 

Mr. Teirtespaum. Yes, sir. 

The Cuairnmayn. The Mexican and American papers were full of 
statements that it meant war with Mexico. Many people insisted 
that we should have war with Mexico and, as I have stated to you, 
manv insisted that it should result in annexation of all or a part of 
Mexico. 

Mr. Tr1tLenauM. That was the proposition, to go down there with 
500,000 men. Well, I don’t believe that the Mexicans would per- 

it—— 

"The CHAIRMAN. I am not asking vou what the Mexicans would 
ermit or what would be the result. We saw the results, sir; that 

the Mexicans followed Pershing out of Mexico. begging him to stay 

there, several thousand of them. 

Mr. Terruegavrm. Well, I think that the United States practically 
withdrew through the infiuence exerted by Latin America. 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 2797 


The CuarrmaNn. How long did they remain there? 

Mr. TertLepacm. I think three or four weeks; I don’t recall just 
how long it was. I know they were down there and they came away 

in. 

"The CHarrman. Very well. Is there anything else you have there 
which has induced you to believe the chairman of the committee has 
heen engaged in attempting to oppress the Mexican people? 

Mr. TerrLenatmM. Not here, Senator. 

The CHamman. Then, all this statement that you have made, 
rather indignantly, is founded simply upon such material as you 
have referred to here ? 

Mr. Teirtenatm. Yes, sir. It is simply a straw showing which 
way the wind blows. 

he Cuatrman. The chairman made the statement with refer- 
ence to propaganda which had been going on in Mexico. Do you 
know Gen. Plutarco Elias Calles? 

Mr. Terttenatm. I know of him. 

The CHarrmay. You know who he is, do you not? You know him 
asan insurgent against the Carranza government. do you not? 

Mr. TerrLegavĮm. The names were of no importance to me and I 
went to the top. I don’t know. I don’t know Calles. It may be if I 
would see him I would know him, but I don't know him if my life 
depended on it. 

he CHairnman. Well, on the 4th day of February of this year he 
was a member of the cabinet of President Carranza. 

Mr. Terrtepaum. Yes, sir. 

The Cuairman. You knew that, did you not? 

Mr. Terrtesaum. No, sir; I did not. 

The CHatrstan. Did you know any of the Mexican consuls along 
the border? Did you know M. Garcia. consul at Laredo, Tex. ? | 

Mr. Teittesaum. I think he was at El Paso, wasn’t he? 

The Cuatrman. You are confusing him, I presume, with Andreas 
(arcia, director of consuls along the border, and acting consul at 
FI Paso. You do not know M. Garcia, consul at Laredo? 

Mr. TerrLenatm. I may have. I know the other Garcia. 

e Cuatruan. You knew Luis Cabrera ? 

Mr. TerrLepaum. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarruax. Did you know Guillermo Hall, of San Antonio? 
Incommon everyday English it is William Hall. 

Mr. Tertuepaum. I don’t recall, Senator. 

The Cuarrmanx. Have you known of various excursions, com- 
mercial excursions and others, going into Mexico! 

Ír, Terrtepacm. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrmanx. Did you know anything about an excursion that 
went into Mexico from Boston, Chicago, St. Louis, and other points, 
concentrating at San Antonio, and going into Mexico on or about 
the 4th of February of this year? 

Fas TerrLEBAUM. I know there have been several excursions down 
ere, 

The Cuairman. You have not read anything from Guillermo Hall 
with reference to the Mexican question, along the line that we have 

n discussing, matters of friendship between the two countries, 
support of the Carranza government, the struggle for constitutional 
aw and peace, etc. ? 
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Mr. Trertienaum. I do not recall that I have, Senator. 

The CuHairman. The committee has in its possession some very 
enlightening telegrams showing how some of the propaganda was 
carried on in this country, which, in view of the fact that you have 
related some of your activities, and the chairman has referred to the 
activities of others, will be placed in the record. The committee has 
photostatic copies of various telegrams, in connection particularly 
with this recent excursion, telegrams passing betwees Guillermo Hall 
and Plutarco Elias Calles, member of the cabinet, and Luis Cabrera, 
member of the cabinet, and the consuls at Laredo and San Antonio. 
Of course the originals of these documents are in Spanish. The com- 
mittee has translations of them. 

I have here a telegram dated February 8, 1920: 

NvueEvo LArRgepvo, Tames., February 8. 1920. 


Mr. General PLUTARCO ELIAS CALLES, 
Secretary Industry and Commerce: 


I have the pleasure to advise you of arrival here with excursion business men 
from San Antonio, Tex., there being 42 in party, coming under direction of 
Mr. E. A. Wiegand, who will also have arrangement of itinerary of train. As 
I advised you from San Antonio, I arranged to have trip to Tampico cut out of 
itinerary, account of work of propaganda of Fall’s agents, which demoralized 
certain of the excursionists, causing them to cancel their trip; but believe, con- 
sidering conditions in which lines from Tampico is now, well not to insist, in 
this way obviating expense and trouble for the Gevernment. Hope that you will 
kindly issue orders necessary that everything be made smooth for us, in view 
of fuct that some members of excursion come much prejudiced on account of 
propaganda of which I spoke. We leave to-day for Monterey; shall probably 
remain until to-morrow. With affectionate regards and salutations. 


GUILLERMO HALL. 


I have a second pa ces with the same heading, the same date, 
from Mr. Guillermo Hall to Mr. Luis Cabrera: 


Advise have arrived here with excursion San Antonio business men, which is 
not turning out as fortunately as promised, owing to circumstances which I 
explained to you in my letter of Gth instant. Received in San Antonio the 
$5,000 which you placed my credit through Laredo consulate, which regret 
should have happened, as not desirable De la Mata be taken into confidence. 
Urge remedy matter if possible. Hope to see you soon there. Affectionate 
regards. 

GUILLERMO HALL. 

You may note that Dr. De la Mata, consul of the Mexican Govern- 
ment at San Antonio, is referred to in that telegram. 

Mr. Terrienaum. Rodriguez was the consul at that time, I thought. 

x 

The Crairman. I have a telegram under date of February 4, 
signed “ Cabrera,” dated at the National Palace, City of Mexico. and 

é | ` ° e . 
addressed to Garcia, Mexican consul at Laredo. I am reading into 
the record the English translation : 

With the approval of the President of the Republie please deliver to Mr. 
muillermo Hall, agent of the department of industry and commerce in San 
Antonio, Tex., the sum of $5,000 for the expenses on the trip of the excursionists 
of the American Chamber of Commerce, recommending that you give him on 
his way tbrough that place all facilities, in order that the travelers may have 
a good impression of our Government. Affectionate greetings. 

CABRERA. 

A telegram of the same date, signed by Gen. P. Elias Calles, dated 
at the Commercial Palace, the 4th of February, 1920, addressed to 
o Consul of Mexico, Mr. Garcia,” at Laredo, reading as follows: 
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Please inform Mr. Alatriste that the commercial excursion must come directly 
through the towns which are on the National Line, since certain conditions on 
the Tampico road make it undesirable that those places be visited until neces- 
sary measures shall have been taken. Greetings. 

GEN. P, ELIAS CALLES. 


Just an interjection in the nature of a suggestion that there may 
be something significant in the last lines of that telegram than possi- 
bly could be understood by the witness now on the stand. 

The next is a telegram from M. Garcia to Luis Cabrera, at the 
y ° 
City of Mexico, reading as follows: 

o 

Your honorable telegram: No. 2149. I acknowledge the order for the money 
for Mr. Hall. The consul in San Antonio informs me that the number of ex- 
cursionists has much decreased, due to the unfavorable propoganda cireulated 
by agents of Capt. Hanson. <A special train ready to leave as soon as the 
excursionists reach here. Very affectionate greetings. 

M. GARCIA. 

Telegram to Gen. Plutarco Elias Calles, from M. Garcia, dated 


February 4, 1920: 


Your honorable telegram No. 1379 Mr. Alatriste has not yet arrived. I am 
ronmunicating your instructions, Affectionate greetings. 
M. GARCIA. 
Now, the instructions were to undertake these excursions by way 
of Tampico, of course, for very good and sufticient reasons. 
I have a telegram from Guillermo Hall, upon his return, addressed 
to Luis Cabrera, Treasury Department, City of Mexico: 


l report to you that I have just arrived in this (city) with the excursion 
of merchants from San Antonio, Tex.— 


That is another telegram from Nuevo Laredo to Mr. Cabrera, not 
from San Antonio. 

I report to you that I have just arrived in this (city) with the excursion of 
merchants from San Antonio, Tex.. which was not as large as had been expected 
due to the circumstances I explained to you in my letter of the 6th instant. I 
teeived in San Antonio the $5,000 you remitted to me through the Consulate at 
Laredo, which I regret since it is not well that de la Mata be advised of conti- 
dential matters. A remedy of the matter is urgent, if possible. I expeet to see 
‘ou in that (city) soon. Very affectionate greetings. 

GUILLERMO Hatt. 

[simply call attention to these matters to show some of the efforts 
ofthe Mexican Government to create a favorable impression upon 
Americans. 

Also, in connection with that and on the subject of propaganda, 
Thave a photostatic copy of a letter from the foreign ollice at the City 
of Mexico to Gen. Barragan. Do you know Gen. Barragan? 

Mr. Terrnzpaum. Yes, sir. He was chief of staff for Mr. Car- 
ranza. 

The Cuamman. Yes. 

Mr. TerrLeeavm. I know him very well; and I know Mr. Parma 
a e 

The Cuarrman. This latest propaganda, of which we have this 
photostatic copy, although it is marked “ Confidential,” states: 


(Confidential. ] 

Citizen Gen. Juan BARRAGAN, 
Chief of Staff to the President. 

By direction of the citizen President of the Republic please have an order 

Issued to deliver to Citizen Col. Francisco Montiel the sum of $10,000 for pro- 

exican propaganda expenses in the Argentine Republic, where he is going ag 


tl on 
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attaché to our legation to develop the work of the Latin-American Association 
for the Defense of the Interests of Mexico. Col. Montiel will explain to you 
verbally the plans approved by the superior authorities to be developed in 
South America. 


A. M. FERNANDEZ, 
Chief Clerk in Charge of the Department. 

I overlooked a letter from the Mexican consul to the undersecretary 
of foreign affairs, marked “ Official No. 296, confidential.” as follows: 

I have the honor to advise you that on the 6th instant there was delivered to 
the Hon. Guillermo Hall, confidential agent of our Government in San Antonio, 
Tex., the sum of $5,000 for expenses of bis journey on Mexican soil, in accord: 
ance with telegraphic order No. 2149. dated the 4th instant, from his excellency 
the secretary of the treasury, Hon, Luis Cabrera. Because of the confidential 
nature of Mr. Hals employment this consulate was unable to secure corre- 
sponding receipt for above-mentioned amount, obtaining only the telegraphic 
orders, which I inclose, 

Of course, we have Mr. Hall's telegram to Luis Cabrera not to send 
any more money through De la Mata. Mr. Hall has, in the opinion 
of the committee, a perfect right to pursue any course he chooses in 
reference to Mexican affairs, but Mr. Hall is posing in San Antonio 
as a mere friend, not a confidential representative, and certainly not 
a propagandist in the employ of Mexico. 

Mr. Teena Well, that issue I do not fear, and I would not 
evade it. Nobody has anything on me in that connection. I have 
never taken a dollar, so far as I know, from any source. I have 
taken, I think, 65 pesos from Gen. Angeles and about $50 from Diegas 
while I was on that trip and could not get to my source of supply. 
When I got to Vera Cruz I got 240 pesos from Mr. Carranza or his 
nephew, and when I got to San Antonio, when I got home, I had 
given a $100 to Mrs. Carranza, with a list of different moneys that I 
had borrowed in the meanwhile, which is about three times us much 
as the exchange at that time was worth. Personally, mv hands have 
been as clean as my heart in connection with all this and, unless there 
is a frame up, there is nothing that can be produced on me, in regard 
to having accepted any compensation in regard to anything I did 1b 
Mexico. 

The Cuairman. The chairman of this committee has not in- 
sinuated that you have. The chairman of this committee has offered 
this evidence, however, of payments being made to men who claimed 
that their purposes were just as pure as you claim yours to be. 

Mr. Trerrtenaum. Yes, sir. I don’t know that there is really any- 
thing very bad about most of that, if the party does not sell himself. 
For somebody to accompany these people, who were bent on a very 
laudable mission, which I heartily believe in and approve of, 1t 
does not spell all that it might to others. 

The Cratrman. As the chairman does not happen to have that 
trait of mind which is looking for hidden motive and placing con- 
struction upon the acts and conduct of others, he had no comment 
whatever to make. 

Mr. Tertienaum. I don’t blame the chairman, because as long as 
we don't know ourselves, it is certainly mighty hard to know the 
other fellow. l 

The Cuairman. As long as we have in our possession information 
showing a large number of paid propagandists, who are posing as 
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being perfectly pure in all their motives and as not receiving any 
compensation at all, when we do find that some of them are Tape. 
crites, we consider it our duty to show it. When these people are 
claiming before the American people to have information that this 
committee is engaged in nefarious schemes, when we have evidence 
of that kind, I think it is our duty to the public to give it out. For 
that reason I have put that evidence in. 

Now, there is another matter to which you referred and to which 
I wish to call attention now. On August 10, El Universale, a paper 
published in the city of Mexico, telegraphed to different members 
of this committee. propounding to them certain questions to be 
answered, Which was conceded to on the 11th. That has been here- 
tofore placed in the record. Immediately thereafter, or, at least, 
within a few days after August 11, I think on August 17, there was 
published in El Universale, in the city of Mexico, over the signa- 
ture of the author, an article signed by a prominent Mexican citizen, 
Alfredo Robles Domingue. I do not know whether you have 
had this called to vour attention, or whether we have had this trans- 
lation of the article, the original Spanish of which is in our pos- 
sesion, printed in the record to be used in connection with the F] 
Universale telegram. 

Referring to the article in which Mr. Dominguez quotes a portion 
of the answer of the chairman of this committee, sent by the chair- 
man after consultation with the other members, Mr. Dominguez sum- 
marizes the meaning of that portion of the telegram. He quotes 
from the telegram : 

Each one of the members of this committee had hoped that the people of 
Mexico would of themselves be able to create and sustain a government that 
can comply with its obligations (international and national) without the in- 
tervention of this Nation or any other, and the committee still hopes thet the 
Mexican people are capable of working out their destiny and obtaining and 
preserving for Mexico the respect of all nations, respect which the Republic 
of Mexico has deserved and held for so many years. 


Mr. Dominguez construes the meaning of that as follows: 


Summarizing the foregoing statement, it must be understood— 

We do not now take into consideration the present government of Mexico, 
The people of Mexico must create and sustain a serious and honorable gov- 
‘fhinent to prevent oer acting, tired of waiting. and going with our Army nnd 
all our power to force order upon them and to pay ourselves for the damages 
thah have been caused us. 


Then follows his comment : 


That is to say, the honor, nationality, and sovereignty of Mexico are in 
ril, and, in the face of such a situation no Mexican in whom there remains 
a atom of shame, should cross bis arms or remain silent, a prey to fear, in 
the presence of the consequences he may bring upon himself by assuming a 
viril attitude. 

No illusions must be entertained. The North American Senate is determined 
to proceed, and the government of Mr. Carranza and the Mexican people are 
ee to conjure the peril and to minimize the evil that menaces the father- 
and. 

lt is chimerical to pretend to resist with brute force a force infinitely 
superior, We lack money, ammunition, arms, and even, unfortunately, we 
lack in these moments the moral qualities that exalt virile and patriotic peoples, 
Even through the vexations and extortions of the present administration these 
lave heen lost. We conscious men, in the presence of the gravity of the peril, 
"rn the head in search of a voice of authority to rise and propose the means 
(salvation, Not finding it, I, with the right that abides in me as a citizen 
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and with the duty that patriotic feeling imposes on me, address the government 
of Mr. Carranza and the people of Mexico to propose to them the only practical 
and rapid means that may conjure the grave crisis that menaces our autonomous 
life. 

These means are the following: 

First. The immediate retirement of Mr. Carranza and his government, and 
the formation of a provisional government, composed of honorable and compe- 
tent men, to enter at once into negotiations with our creditors. 


The word “ creditors” does not mean simply financial creditors 
in Mexico. 

Mr. Trireenaum. What is the name of that gentleman? 

The Cuarrman. You will hear it in a few days. 

Mr. TerrLesaum. I thought you asked if I knew him. 

The CuatrMan (reading): 


Second, Union of all dissident groups to sustain that government, for the 
purpose of enabling it to solve present problems and to lead the country in a 
short time to constitutional order, within a responsible administration. 

I must not be taken for a seditious person or a rebel. If I considered that 
that was the best road to free us from the evils that rend us and to reconstruct 
the nation. long ago I would have adjusted my conduct in that sense. 

Neither the people of Mexico nor the government of Mr. Carranza should 
forget that the honor, the sovereignty, and the nationality of the Republic are 
in serious danger of being lost, perhaps forever; and it is necessary, therefore, 
that they adjust their conduct to a sincere and rational patriotism. 


ALFREDO ROBLES DOMINGUEZ. 
Mexico, August 14, 1918. 


That was written, not by a military leader. but a civilian, whose 
declaration of principles is practically similar to that of Gen. Felipe 
Angeles, who has recently suffered for his views. 

I presumed that you knew, at least through your apparent usual 
source of information. the public press, that there is now in Mexico 
a very serious revolution against the Carranza government. 

Mr. Teiruenaum. Yes. sir. | 

The Cuarman. Following this telegram and the comment by Mr. 
Dominguez, a very serious criticism was published in the Mexican 
papers concerning the efforts of this committee. From one of my 
correspondents in Mexico City I immediately received a telegram, 
as follows: 

Mexico Crry, December 8, 1°). 
Senator A. B. FALL, 
Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C.: 

Newspapers here calling vou enemy of Mexico in bitter terms and publishing 
your picture this connection, Please permit me refute this publicly by quetme 
your words to me that although everybody thinks you interventionist you are 
positively opposed excepting as last resort, and that it is your desire only that 
some friendly solution be developed before some incident occurs to force 
military intervention with attendant expense and unpleasantness. I believe it 
vitally important to correct false impression Mexican publice quick. 

H. T. OLIVER. 

To which I at once replied: 

WASHINGTON, D. C., December 9, 1919. 
H. T. OLIVER, 
Merico Citim Merico (via Galveston): 

Your telegram received. You are fully authorized to repeat and, if neces 
sary, publish in Mexico my statement to you tbat although I have been called 
an interventionist J ¿uu positively opposed to armed intervention in Mexico 
except as an absolutely last resort, and that my desire is for some friendly 
solution of pending questions beiween the Mexican people and the Government 
and the people of the United States. If you publish this statement I insist 
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that you publish also the following: Evidence truth of above statement should | 
be found in the fact that the committee has to-day given publicity to Carranza‘’s 
letters of instruction to Berlanga of June 14 and August 19, 1919. showing his 
active interference in affairs here. Also of distribution here by Bonillas, am- 
hasader, and Mexican consul’s revolutionary literature, Also of Carranza’s 
etter directing Miss Galindo to abuse the United States and particularly Presi- 
dent Wilson. Letters between the Mexican officials showing negotiations with 
Japan, 

Mr. Terrtesaum. I have some informution on that also. 

The CHAIRMAN (reading) : 

Aiso Blue Book, letters and expressions abusing President Wilson. This 
ation tiken to impress upon the world that in event the Mexican people them- 
“hese not bring pressure to bear upon their present Government to cease 
persecution of Americans and British and others, and unwarranted interference 
in affairs in other countries and enormous paid propaganda in this country 
thsiig Americans in Mexico, interfering with their peace and safety and with 
aw Government here, that some eountry will, in my judgment, be compelled 
te intervene, possibly by force of arms. and restore order out of the chaos in 
te Republie of Mexico. I am exerting every effort to bring about such a 
wdution that neither armed intervention nor war mmay ever be Necessary, 
Teteember that in the President's letter te me he does not indicate that he will 
bret of relations ane withdraw recognition, but that he is gravely consider- 
lng the corumittee memorandum. 

I wired that, repeating it verbatim to El Excelsior in the City of 
Mexico. that if Mr. Oliver did not give publicity to it, it would gain 
publicity through the great Mexican daily. 

Now. sir, that has been the committee’s position up to date. The 
answer to the committee’s position is the present movement in Mexico. 
If vou have any solution of the difficulty in Mexico I would be glad 
to have it. 

Mr. Trivtenacm. I am very much pleased and very grateful for 
your having given me this line that you have, and I may not agree 
with you as to all of it, but I try to cull the good from the bad. 

I would like to supplement that recommendation for another com- 
mission, an American commission, composed of loval Americans of 
the Catholic faith, to go down to Mexico and study the situation 
down there. It is my honest conviction that a stream can not rise 
above its source, and that we expect to» much of the common Mexi- 
can, and he is the one I am speaking about. The leaders can take 
care very nicely of themselves, but the common people of Mexico, 
m whom the peace of the United States as well as Mexico depends, 
wust take the stand of civilization that I fear the church has not 
lone by them toward that end all that reasonably could have been 
done, and I believe that these reforms could be so much easier ac- 
complished through the church than outside of it. I would recom- 
mend that a commission ọf American Catholics be sent down to study 
the situation, to give reasonable time, say three years to five years 
more or less, to hold them responsible for the progress that Mexico 
makes within that time. ° 

Tsay that in the best of faith in the world. I believe that I have 
no more feeling against the Catholic church than I have against the 
news, of which I am one: that there are Catholics who are loyal in 
or tines and there are Jews who are disloyal: that is for us to face, 
or myself. being a Jew. I think they should be held responsible in 
‘great measure, in this war. that they have not acted themselves the 
ay they should have. I believe that the war has shown thev were 
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not all yet fit for self-government, and I am saying that to you, and I 
know Į am not talking anv propaganda or anything of that kind in 
making the statement. It is my deduction from what I have seen. 

The Cuairman. Is it your understanding that such a commission 
could go into Mexico now? 

Mr. TrirLepauM. I think so. 

The CHatrmMan. Have you ever read the Mexican constitution of 
1917 ? 

Mr. TeitLepaum. I have only glanced at it. 

The CHairman. I thought so. You are not familiar with the pro- 
Visions of article 27° of the Mexican constitution ? 

Mr. Terruepaum. No. sir. 

The CnHarrman. I supposed that when you made such a recom- 
mendation you did not know anything about the constitution. You 
do not know anything about the order issued to all governors of the 
States to inforce the provisions of the constitution against the teach- 
ing of religion, either in the schools or any kind of religion, in 
Mexico? You are not familiar with that? 

Mr. TeitLeBauM. No, sir; I did not know that was the case. Still, 
niy recommendation is offered with a view of trying to correct that 
situation. 

The CnairmaN. Now. you spoke of a commission to study dam- 
ages. What do you propose that commission shall do after it arrives 
at a solution and reaches a unanimous agreement, in the event it does? 

Mr. Terrtesaum. I think public sentiment in both countries is all 
that is necessary to have them thoroughly understood. 

The CHarrman. Public sentiment where? 

Mr. Terrtesaum. The people on both sides. 

The Cuarrman. Understand what? 

Mr. Terrtenaum. Understand the case—each individual case as it 
comes up—if the proper Ta is shown by both sides to get to the 
bottom of some of these difficulties. 

The CHatrMAn. We will agree that we have done that. that the 
commission has unanimously agreed and has gotten to the bottom of 
it to vour satisfaction; then what ? 

Mr. Tritiesacm. Then we should know that the other side is 
wrong, Which was my reason for contending that those people had 
heen more sinned against than sinning. 

The CHatrMan. Well, suppose that is shown: then what? 

Mr. Teittenaum. J have got such confiding faith in the manhood 
of the United States that when thev understand that. they knowing 
the standard of civilization, that they would exercise their charity 
and patience, which I know would be a very wise thing to do. 

The Cnarrman. Then what? ` 

Mr. Terrresaum. Then send the men who are responsible for these 
troubles. we would invite them 

The CHAIRMAN. Suppose we have done a way with all these 
troubles. Suppose we have eliminated them, brought every Ameril- 
can out of Mexico, turned over every dollar of American property 
in Mexico to the Mexicos, and have gotten out of Mexico, then what! 

Mr. TerrieraumM. I do not suggest getting out of Mexico. It is a 
world necessity that we should have the right to go into Mexico and 
to trade with them and traffic with them, just the Same as other 
nations. 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 2805 


The CHaiRMAN, Suppose the report of this commission is that 
that is the best way to avoid trouble, and we actually do it, then 
what ! 

Mr. TeitLEBAUM. I am not in favor of getting out of Mexico. 

The CHAIRMAN. Suppose we do that, what will happen in Mexico? 
Mr. Terrnesaum. I think I know those people on the other hand 
are fair enough, when we know them, and meet with them, they will - 
understand our intention and what we propose to do, when they 
ve that we have some sympathy with them. I am sure they would. 
It is not my idea of getting out. My idea is to go in. and to have 
nanufactories, branch manufactories, and to help to develop Mexico, 

and bring up the standard of wages and the standard of living. 

The CHarrsan. Do you know anything about the established 
standard of wages and standard of living in Mexico? 

Mr. Teitnenacm. No, sir; but I know it has increased very 
materially. i 

The CHarrmaNn. Under whose efforts? 

Mr. TerrLepauM. Time, if nothing else. The fact that Mexicans 
have come here, and we have gone down there, and the motion pic- 
lure business. By the way, there is one of the greatest troubles that 
we have had with Mexico, is through this motion picture business, 
the line of conditions that we show, not only the Mexicans, but our 
Americans, through permitting these pictures to go down there. 

The CHairman. Let us get back to something. You were talking 
os factories. Did you ever know a Mexican to establish a 
actory ? 

Mr. Terrtenaum. No, sir; but I know there is a spirit essential to 
bring husbandry to the country. I am very hopeful that we will see 
the time that Americans will be welcome. 

The CHairman. We all hope that, Mr. Teitlebaum. 
ae ies We have got to lend ourselves to help to bring 
tus about. 

ale CHarrMaAN, What do you think we have been doing for 10 
vears 
Mr. Terrtesaum. We have not improved our opportunities as we 
sould have, from the knowledge that I have of it. 

The CHatraaN. We have let the Mexicans alone, so far as inter- 
vention is concerned. 

o Yes, sir; but we have held a club over them all 
the while, 

The CHarrman, What do you mean when you were talking about 
the Mexican people and those who RE them. the distinction 
‘ou were attempting to make between them? 

r. TerrtenacM. The Mexican people and a lot of the men who 
“overn them. I think some of them are honest, and a lot of them 
are very much the other way. 

he CHAIRMAN. You tried to get them together, and you did not 
“ucceed, did you? 

Mr. Terrtepaum. If one man could himself succeed as well as I 
ave. . 

a Cuarrman, What has been your success? What have you 
done! 

Mr. Terruznaum. I had the people listen to me. They have been 
sympathy with me. They knew I was doing it without any com- 
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pensation. They knew that I have done everything to try to serve 
and lend service and confidence. 

The CuairmMan. They gave you permission to serve the Mexican 
people against themselves? 

r. Trrrtenaum. I didn’t need their permission. I am simply 
trying to make amends for the things that I say. I am not gifted 
with the speech or mind of being able to express myself fluently. 

The Cuamman. Then you tried to serve them yourself, and with 
what success did your efforts meet? 

Mr. TreirtenatumM. I am satisfied if it has been good. I am very. 
very proud of it. I think it is the greatest individual movement for 
peace on record, Just what I have succeeded to do. I know that (en. 
Angeles 

The CHairnman. Yes; you saw his picture lying there with a bullet 
through his body? 

My. Terrtenaum. Yes,sir. He has been sacrificing to the cause, and 
I told him when he was talking about:taking his boy away from col- 
lere down there that he had no business to do that. and he said he was 
willing to sacrifice anything for the good of his country. 

The CHainman. Why did vou tell him that? 

Mr, Terrienaum. I thought the boy, being 15 vears old at the time. 
had no right of being at the front, and I did know that Gen. Angeles 
was at the front. and did go to the front. wherever there was a 
front. 

The CHAIRMAN. You approved of his going, did vou? 

Mr. Treirrnepaum. I did. 

The Cuamrman. In the revolution against the Carranza Govern- 
ment? 

Mr. Terrienaum. Yes. sir. F don’t know about the Carranza Gov- 
ernment. I.mean against Huerta. 

The Crammas. Oh, well. vou know that was against the Car- 
ranza Government, and that he was executed by the Carranza Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Terrnenaum. Very true. 

The CHAIRMAN. Just wait a moment. 

Mr. Terruenaum. He died for the canse. 

The Cmairmax. Thank you very much. We will close this hear- 
ing. 

Mr. Trirtenavum, I thank vou, sir. l 

(Whereupon, at 5.30 o'clock p. m.. the committee adjourned subject 
to the call of the chairman.) 
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SATURDAY, MAY 8, 1920. 


Unitep STATES SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON ForeiGn RELATIONS, 
Washington, D.C. 
The subcommittee met, pursuant to the call of the chairman, at 11 
oclock a. m. in room 128, Senate Office Building, Senator Albert B. 
Fall (chairman) presiding. 


TESTIMONY OF MR. WILLIAM GATES—Resumed. 
(See p. 305, printed record.) ° 


(The witness was duly sworn by the chairman.) 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Gates, it was really unnecessary to adminis- 
ter the oath to you, as you have been before the committee here be- 
fore. I desire to have you very briefly identify correspondence re- 
ferred to in your former hearing, first. 

Mr. Gates. Yes, sir. : | 

The Cuatruan. Before you left the stand in your former hearing 
you had referred to a further letter to Secretary of War Baker. 

Mr. Gares. A letter from him to myself and one to him. 

The Cmamman. Have you those letters with you? 

Mr. Gares. The original of that letter I gave to Judge Kearful, 
and I do not find he has returned it to me, but I have a copy of it 
here. I could not identify it at that time, because Judge Kearful 
was not here and it was among his papers. Ft was a letter from 
Baker to me of August 10. 

The Coarrman. Examine this paper. 

Mr. Gares. That is it. 

The CHairman. The document which has just been handed to you 
vou say is the letter to which you referred 4 

Mr. Gares. That is the letter to which I refer. 

The CHarruan. Very well. Let that be a part of the testimony at 
this point. 

(The letter referred to is as follows :) | 

WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, August 10, 1919, 

My Dear MR. Gates: I have your letter of August 6. 

I have not seen David Lawrence and have not communicated with him, I 
have not talked with anybody else about you or any of the information you 
ave given me about Mexico beyond transmitting to the State Department for 
its information the letters you sent me descriptive of Mexico, as you saw it, 
and of its people, as you moved among them. 
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There is no mystery in either our correspondence or our conversations. You 
have traveled in Mexico: you came to me to tell me what yeu saw and what 
you thought about what you saw; I listened to you with interest because I knew 
of your opportunities for observation, and you wrote me further information. 
All of this was perfectly proper for you to tell me and for me to hear. I sug- 
gested your seeing the State Department and the War Department’s Bureau 
of Military Intelligence in order that they might match up the facts you brought 
to their attention with what they learned from other sources of information. 
This vou did. 

I have not the slightest objection to your producing your letters to me when- 
ever you desire to produce them. I do not think they ought to be produced in 
the newspapers for the purpose of either getting you into a controversy with 
David Lawrence or appearing to raise a controversy between David Lawrence 
and me, since I have had no contact with him on the subject. 

Cordially, yours, 
NEWTON D. BAKER. 

Mr. WiLniaM GATES, 

2016 Mount Royal. Baltimore, Ma. 


Mr. Gates. I think it would be well, by your permission, to com- 
plete that correspondence. On November 30, in the Jenkins matter, 
I wrote another letter to Mr. Baker, which I think ought to go in my 
testimony to complete the Baker series. l 

The CHatrman. Let me see that, please. [After reading letter.] 
Let us see if we can not get at this by question and answer, instead 
of putting this entire document in the record. 

You wrote Secretary Baker on November 30 in reference to the 
Jenkins matter? 

Mr. Gares. Yes, sir. 

The Cuartrman. And the probability of an expedition into Mexico 
in connection with it? 

Mr. Gates. Yes, sir. 

The CrHatrMan. You inclosed certain documents in that letter of 
November 30? 

Mr. Grates. Yes. sir. 

The CHarrMaAn. Those documents were what? 

Mr. Gares. These were the papers which I referred to in my corre- 
spondence with Secretary Baker as the basis for the rehabilitation of 
Mexico, which had been consented to by the various friends of the 
United States among the revolutionists in Mexico, and finally there 
was an appeal to the President and the people of the United States 
signed by the different revolutionists and filed on September 10 at 
the White House. Those three documents were inclosed in the letter 
to Mr. Baker, which documents J bave copies of here. 

The Cuatrman. We will be glad to have you file them with your 
evidence, not to be incorporated with the evidence at this point, but 
to be printed with it, as an appendix to your testimony. 8 

(The documents referred to were marked, respectively, “ Exhibit 
4° “Exhibit 5?” and “Exhibit 6.” and are printed in full at the 
close of the testimony of this witness.) l 

In this letter you state that there are in Mexico five main organized 
bodies in the field against the Carranza government: Those of 
Morelos, formerly under Zapata, now under Magana; those of the 
State government of Oaxaca, under Meixueiro: the forces under 
Diaz: Pelaez and Villa: and you state that you are in touch with all 
of them except Villa, directly ? 

Mr. Gares. That is correct. 
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The CHarrmMan. And the documents which you have just filed are 
referred to in that letter in that connection? 

Mr. Gates, Yes, sir. 

The CHarrman. I think that will cover the letter proposition. 

Mr. Gates. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrman. Now, before proceeding with your testimony, 
unless vou have something on that particular point vou desire to say, 
I desire to ask you a few questions. 

Mr. Gates. I think of nothing now, Senator. 

The Carr AN. Mr. Gates, when did you first become interested in 
Mexican matters and the study of Mexico? 

Mr. Gates. That was over 20 vears ago. 

The CHarrman. What direction did your interest take, or in what 
direction did it lead you, what particular study ? 

Mr. Gares. The study of the language, and the hieroglyphics. and 
archeology, and early history of the Indian races. 

The CHAIRMAN. What particular Indian race? 

Mr. Gates. Especially those of the south, in Yucatan, Guatemala, 
inl East Chiapas, known as the Maya people. 

The CHairman. In connection with vour efforts in Mexico, and 
mr studies and research, have you ever received official recognition 
‘mm any Mexican body or university or official institution engaged 
watch work? 

Mr. Gares. While I was in Mexico City, in the course of a trip from 
June. 1917, to May, 1918, the National Museum of Mexico, which 
rerresponds to our own Smithsonian, the leading head body, as a 
mognition of my position in these studies, conferred upon me the 
ntle of Honorary Professor of the Museum, a title which is held by 
nother American and only by three Europeans. 

The Cuarruan. Have you documentary evidence of the statement 
‘uu have just made? 

Mr. Gates. It is this, that is just handed to me. , ` 

The CHarrman. That is the document you refer to? ne N 

Mr. Gares. That is it. oe a 

The CHairman, It is in Spanish, of course? 

Mr. Gares. Yes. sir. It was accompanied by an officio to me direct, 
‘Wing the reasons for appointing me. 

The CHarmman. The document will be translated by the official 
tunslator of the committee, and the English translation placed in 
the record. 

Mr. Gates, Very well. 

‘The document referred to is as follows :) 


UNITED STATES OF MEXICO. 


ImMartment of the University and Fine Arts. 

Goh States of Mexico, office of the director general of fine arts, section 1, 
AM, 5. 

The department of the university and fine arts, by direction of the citizen 
“dstitutional President of the United States of Mexico, has been pleased to 
‘Holat you an honorary professor of the National Museum of Archwology, 
History, and Ethnology, in consideration of the merits and other aptitudes that 
“henr in vou. 

l ammunicate it to vou for vour information and consequent purposes, 
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CONSTITUTION AND REFORMS, 
Mexico, January 24, 1918. 


The director of the National University, Jose N. Macias, to Dr. William Gates, 
National Museum of Archeology, History, and Ethnology, Mexico. No. 838. 


In communication No, 24, of date the Tth instant, I stated to the director gen- 
eral of fine arts what follows: 

“The regulations of this museum designate two classes of professors, honor- 
ary and regular, and it considers as bonoraries the Mexicans or foreigners who 
most distinguish themselves in the matters which the establishment cultivates 
and which the superior authorities appoint on nomination by this office. 

“Up to date only the distinguished Americanists the Duke of Loubat, Alfred 
P. Maudslay, and Edward Seler, French the first, English the second, and 
German the third, have been appointed honorary professors. For some 
time this institution has not granted this distinction to any ofher person. 
and, as there is now in Mexico the great man of science and eminent Ameri- 
caunist, Pr. Williaa Gates, of North American nationality, who has not only 
wade valuable studies in the archeology, ethnology, and anthropology of 
Mexico, but is preparing to undertake n tour of study through some regions 
of our country, a four from which this museum expects a great benefit. 
and is morally attached to Jor. Gates. whose labors on the ruins of Yucatan 
are the most complete and remarkable, I take the liberty to propose to that 
honorable office of the director general of fine arts to be pleased to direct, 
in consideration of all these rensons and if it sees fit, that said gentleman 
be appointed an honorary professor of the museum, by which Mexico will 
render homage to one of the most serious savants of America and at the same 
time this institute under my charge will be honored by counting Dr. Gates 
among its eminent professors, 

“In the expectation that vou will be pleased to act favorably on my petition, 
in which the regular professors of this museum are in accord, I reiterate to 
you my assurances of distinguished consideration.” 

Which I have the honor to transcribe to you for your information and 
satisfaction. presenting to you my warmest congratulations for that appoint- 
ment which does so much honor to the institution under my charge and 
sending to you the original of said appointment issued in your favor. 

I reiterate to you the assurances of my distinguished consideration. 

Constitution and reforms, Mexico, January 23, 1918. 

The director, Luis Castillo Ledo, to Dy. William Gates, present. 


The Cmarmas. Now, Mr. Gates, in pursuing your study of 
archeology and ancient civilization, particularly in southern Mexico. 
have you investigated, translated, and arranged certain documents 
that came to your information from original sources, as near as 
possible ? . 

Mr. Gares. I have. Do von mean in regard to language or poli- 
tics? I will answer ves to both. 

The Cuamnan. I am speaking now of the ancient civilization of 
the Indian tribes. 7 

Mr. Gares I have. 

The Crouraan, To what extent have vou collected original docu- 
ments and evidence concerning the Indian tribes of Mexico? 

Mr. Gares. Starting with the Mava race, which extended slightly 
over the border of Guatemala into Ilonduras. covered all of the terri- 
tory of Yucutan and part of Chiapas, and then going on through the 
Zapotecs and other races, practically constituting the territory © 
civilization in Mexico at the time of the conquest. I own mysel 
about one-half of all the known existing manuscripts in the world. 
and I have photographed about 95 per cent of the manuscripts 1 
other libraries of the world which I do not own. l 

The CHamman. Mr. Gates, more recently and at the present time 
gre Vou engaged in any work of that kind? 


et 


asem eon 
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r. Gates. For the past eight months I have devoted myself ex- 
ively, and expect to continue to do so, in preparing dictionaries, 
ars, hieroglyphic codes, and so on for publication. 
he Cuamax. With whom, if anyone, are you associated in such 
rk? 
Mr. Gares. Well, that practically would name the various people 
rested in archeology in this country. 
The Cuarman. With reference to the details of the work, are you 
ociated with or connected with any institution in the United 
tes? 
Mr. Gares. Perhaps I should give you a list of the institutions. I 
ently joined in the formation of the Maya Society. 
The CHairman. Who are the officers of that society ? 
Mr. Gares. The officers of that society are myself as president; 
erbert J. Spendor, of the American Museum of Natural History 
New York, as vice president; and S. K. Lathrop, secretary-treas- 
r. The executive council consists of those officers and Messrs. 
arshall Seville, of New York, and E. P. Wilkins, of Philadelphia, 
its members. I can quote in two words the objects of the body. 
To promote a knowledge and better understanding of all matters 
rtaining to the Indian races of Mexico and Central America, past 
d present, more particularly the Maya people.” The members are 
mbers of the Smithsonian Institute, the Bureau of Ethnology, 
niversity of Pennsylvania, American Institute of Archeology, Field 
useum, and so on. 
The Cuamsan. Are you familiar with and~have yeu had any- 
ing to do with the preparing of tribal maps of Mexico, or any 
rtion of the so-called Republic of Mexico? 
Mr, Gares. In connection with a publication just issued, a very 
rge work, I wrote a linguistic chapter on the subject and prepared 
linguistic map of the Maya race in southern Mexico, using for that 
ureau of Ethnology sources and Orozco y Berra and several others. 
The CHAIRMAN. Ti connection with your studies of the work of 
ozco Berra, have you examined a map prepared from these sources 
supposed to contain, as accurately as it is possible to set it forth, the 
boundaries of the different Indian tribes of all Mexico, as well as 
'those of southern Mexico? 
: Mr. Gares. I have. 

The Cuarrman. Will you refer to Lumholtz’s Unknown Mexico 
and the map in connection with that book, and state from your knowl- 
edge and research whether that map prepared by Lumholtz upon 
the data of Orozco y Berra. and from the examination of ruins, is 
er apa accurate, in your judgment? 

Mr, Gates, Another man might make some minor differences, but 
I don't believe anybody could hit it much closer. I think that map 
is as closely correct, with some exceptions down in the sonth of 
Mexico, where I have myself confirmed some details, I think that 
map as a whole is as correct as you can probably get it. 

The Cuarrman. This map will be placed in the evidence and re- 
printed at this point. 

e map referred to faces this page.) 
he Coarmman. You know something of the languages of the dif- 
ferent tribes of Mexico, and, of course, you are familiar with the 
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research of the Smithsonian Institution along that line, or at least 
with the publications containing the as of their own agents 
and other parties’ agents? 

Mr. Gares. Yes, sir. 

The CuHarrman. Do you know how many distinct languages, as 
differentiated from dialects, are in the various States of Mexico: 
how many distinct tribes of Indians occupied that country! 

Mr. Gares. It is my habit never to give a specific detail on those 

uestions without referring at the moment to my source, which is 
a habit that has grown upon me. so that I am not at the moment 
able to do more than say I imagine about 25 or 30. I do not want 
to make that as a scientific statement without actually looking up 
the record. 

The Cnatrman. I will ask you to refer to the original publication, 
which you will find in my office across the hall, and correct me if 
I am wrong in stating that Lumholtz and other authorities places 
the number at 50 distinct languages, and something like 400 dia- 
lects spoken in Mexico? 

Mr. Gares. I think I can cover that at the moment. The Mava 
race has at least eight separate divisions, mutually unintelligible. 
by which I understand the language is as different as French is 
from Spanish, and about 25 or 30 dialects among the Maya races 
alone. Taking it that way. when I speak of 25 or 30. I am speak- 
ing of the Maya race alone. I am quite satisfied without further 
reference, to accept Lumholtz’s statement of 50 and 250—A0 tribes 
who can not understand each other’s talk, and perhaps 250 dialects 
mutually unintelligible within their own race. 

The Cuairman. The purpose of this line of examination is to 
give the American people some idea of the population of Mexivo 
as it exists now. 

Mr. Gates. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Which I understand to be the grafting from the 
original Indian stock, with a dialect separate from the supposedly 
Spanish bred. 

Mr. Garters. There are 10,000.000 Indians, of which 2,000,000 only 
speak their own language, and at least 8,000,000, I understand. are 
pure bred. 

The Crrairman. You have referred to a trip which you made 
some years since to Mexico, when vou were honored by being made 
a member of this Mexican archeological society. When did vel 
make that particular trip? When did you leave for Mexico? 

Mr. Gares. From the middle of June. 1917, to May, 1918. 

The Cuamwan. Where did you start for? What part of 
Mexico? 

Mr. Gates. I started from New Orleans, went to Yucatan, down 
about 800 miles on horseback through Yucatan, went to Vera Cruz, to 
the City of Mexico. back into the State of Vera Cruz. and up into 
the mountains to see revolutionary territory then under the control 
of Felix Diaz and to meet him, back to Mexico Citv. down south. 
up into Morelos, where I spent several weeks with Zapata, then to 
Oaxaca, where I spent two weeks going to see the ruins of Mitli 
and Monte Alban. I did quite a little bit of visiting of ruins. Te 
was really an archeological trip. From there I went up into the 
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mountains of Oaxaca, where I spent several weeks with Meixuerio. 
rode overland down over the Oaxaca Mountains to the Isthmus of 
Tehuantepec, and out through Salina Cruz, going about 1,500 miles 
on horseback. 

The Cuarrman. Was the sole object of that trip archeological 
research ? 

Mr. Gates. With a very definite idea in the back of my head that 
I would like to know what was going on in Mexico, and could not 
find out any other way. 

The Cuatrrman. Who financed that trip? 

Mr. Grates. I did. 

The CHairman. Did you have any assistance from anyone else? 

Mr. Gares. None. 

The CHarrman. Who accompanied you? 

Mr. Gares. Nobody. 

The CHAIRMAN. You made the trip on horseback or mule back? 

Mr. (raves, Yes, sir. 

The CHarrman. You had your Mexican or Indian moso traveling 
with you, did you not ? 

Mr. Gates. At times entirely alone, at times with a moso. 

The Cuarrman. You have referred to and placed in the record 
correspondence between yourself and Secretary of War Baker, and 
vou have written for the public press, concerning Mexico, the po- 
litical affairs of Mexico. the social and political conditions in the 
Republic of Mexico. Have vou been employed by anyone to do that 
writing? 

Mr. Gates. By nobody, nor was it suggested to me by anybody 
to do it. | . 

The CHarrman. Do vou mean to say that in all of your study, 
making this great collection which you have made, of ancient lit- 
erature, documents, ete.. and in your personal investigations, trips, 
tours in Mexico, coming in contact with the different factional leaders 
of Mexico, the Mexican and Indian people. that vou have financed 
yourself entirely ? 

Mr. Gares. Certainly. 

_ The CHarmman. Pardon a personal question. Are vou a man of 
independent means? 

Mr. Gares. I am. I retired from business about 15 years ago 
and put money making out of my life entirely. | 

he CHarrman. Then you are not a propagandist in the pay or 
employed in the interest of any faction in the United States or 
Mexico interested in Mexico? 

Mr. Gares, Neither actual nor possible. 

he Cuyarrwan. Then, if you have been classed and referred to 
hy people in the United States and in Mexico as the agent of Mexi- 
ennai. you at least have not been in the financial pay of such 
vandits ! 

Mr. Gares. Decidedly not, of those poor ragged peons down in 
Mexico, 

The CHarrman. On that trip did you meet Felix Diaz? 

Mr. Gares. I did. 

e CHamman. Felix Diaz was a nephew of former President 
Porfirio Diaz, was he not? 
r. Gates. Yes, sir. 
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The Caarrman. What was he doing when you met him in Mexico! 

Mr. Gates. He attacked the town of Paso del Macho with his 
forces, trying to cut the railroad there, just as I was passing in to 
Paso del Macho. 

The CuHarrman. In what State? 

Mr. Gares. In the State of Vera Cruz, just east of the mountain 
range. 

e CuarrMAN. Do you mean he was a revolutionist against the 
Carranza Government ! 

Mr. Gares. Yes, sir. 

The CHairman. Have you knowledge from information and 
sources which you consider reliable as to what has been the occupa- 
tion of Felix Diaz from that time until this time? 

Mr. Gates. I think he has continued in the same territory and in 
the same occupation. 

The Cuarrman. You spoke of Zapata. Did you meet Emiliano 
Zapata at that time? 

Ir. Gares. Yes, sir; I spent several days with him, and several 
weeks with his company. 

The CHAIRMAN. Th what State? 

Mr. Gates. Morelos. 

The CHarrmMan. How far from the city of Mexico? 

Mr. Gares. We were under the southern shadow of Popocatepetl, 
the mountain, but in the middle of Morelos, perhaps 50 miles. 

The CuarrMAan. From the city of Mexico? 

Mr. Gares. On a direct line. 

The Cuarrman. Did you see the followers of Zapata ? 

Mr. Gares. I did; lived with them. 

The Cuairman. Do you speak the Spanish language? 

Mr. Gates. I do. 

The Cuairman. Did vou find these people speaking the Spanish 
language? Were you able to converse with them? 

Mr. Gares. Easily. 

The Cuamman. Most of the followers of Zapata speak other lan- 
guages than Spanish, do they not? 

Mr. Gates. I imagine most of them speak Aztec also, but heard 
no Aztec. | 

The Crairman. Did you have conversations with Zapata and his 
leaders and his men as to their objects, what they were doing? 

Mr. Gates. Quite a number of them. | 

The CuHainman. What were they doing? Were they supporting 
the Carranza Government ? 

Mr. Gares. Opposing the Carranza Government. 

The Cuarman. What were they seeking to do? 

Mr. Gates. Land for the people of Morelos, for the common pev- 
ple of Morelos, and nothing else. 

The CHairman. Do you know what has become of Zapata? 

Mr. Gares. He was betrayed under a flag of truce and assassinated 
by Col. Guajardo, who was commended by Gen. Pablo Gonzalez for 
the act. ; 

The Cuairman. Pablo Gonzalez admitted in the public press that 
he had sent Guajardo out for that purpose. 

Mr. Gares. He did. 

The Cuatrman. Under orders of the first chief, Carranza! 
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Mr. Gates. I have a detailed report which was made by one of 
Zapata’s subordinate followers to Magana in regard to what hap- 
pened. That report has not been printed, but it was sent to me pri- 
vately, 

The CHamrMaNn. Since Zapata’s death, do you know whether his 
followers have attempted to maintain themselves in arms and op- 
posed to the Carranza Government ? 

Mr. Gates. I do know actually that they have. 

The CHarrman. You spoke of Meixuero in Oaxaca. Who is 
Meixuero ! 

Mr. Gares. Meixuero is a man of culture, whose father was a 
governor of the State before him. He was himself elected governor 
but resigned in order to do better work, and has been the leader o 
the State forces of Oaxaca, from the time when in 1915 the Carranza 
general invaded Oaxaca. Meixuero is a cultured man, nearly a full 
Zapotec Indian. 

he Cuairman. The majority of the inhabitants of the State of 
Oaxaca are of what blood ? | 

Mr. (tates. The Zapotec and Miztee races, which are as close as 
Spanish and Portuguese, two dialects and one language. They oc- 
cupy practically the whole of the State of Oaxaca. 

The Coarrman. Do you know of what blood the Liberator Benita 
Juarez was? 

Mr. Gares. Pure bred Zapotec. 

The Cyarrman. Do you know, from your investigation and re- 
search, of what Indian stock Porfirio Diaz was? 

Mr. Gates. About one-eighth Miztec—another branch of the Zapo- 
tec 


The Coarman. Do you know of what blood Vittorio Morelos 
ale man who gave the first constitutional government to 

exico? 

Mr. Gares. No; I don’t remember. I am not able to recall that 
at the present time. 

If it interests you, Senator, in passing. I have the original proc- 
lamation issued by the Carranza representative in Oaxaca in 1914, 
that the State government, congress, and all, should cease its func- 
ton—including the judiciary. 

The Cuarrman. That was the State government of Oaxaca? 

_ Mr. Gares. That was the State government of Oaxaca, and in the 
interest of the revolution, the Carrancistas had taken possession of 
the State. The result was the secession. 

The Cuarrman. Who was that signed by? | 
_ Mr. Gares. Miguroa. That is his original proclamation on enter- 
ing the State, and that resulted in Meixuero and Zapata declaring 
the State sovereignty reassumed which had prevailed in Mexico, 
and that is the original proclamation of the reassumption of that 
soverelgnty. That is the original document of the reassumption of 
the State sovereignty of Oaxaca, which had prevailed in Mexico, 
and it is dated the 3d of June, 1915. It has been signed by Meixueiro 
ind his officers, and that has continued from that day to this, ad- 
ministering the interior of the State under the State officials. 

e CHamman. The State government—the legal constitutional 
State government of Oaxaca—has never admitted or submitted to 


the Carranza Government ? 
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Mr. Gares. No, sir. Temporarily, prior to that, thev had given 
adherence to Carranza in the early days, in his entry in 1914, but 
following that invasion of the State’s rights, they repudiated him. 

The CHarrMAN. That invasion took place in 1915, did it not! 

Mr. Gates. In 1914; November, 1914—when Carranza was in 
Vera Cruz. 

The CuarrMan. The declaration you speak of—signed bv the State 
officials and Meixueiro f 

Mr. Gares. Was in June, 1915. 

The CuHairman. Did you ascertain from Meixueiro and his asso- 
ciates what their purposes were, why they opposed the Carranza 
régime or government? 

Mr. Gates. Because of its illegitimacy. because of its anti- Ameri- 
canism which they regarded as fatuous and not the proper policy 
for Mexico, and because of its aggression upon the homes and prop- 
erty of the people of Oaxaca. 

he CuarrmMan. Now, you referred in one of these communications 
to Secretary Baker to one Pelaez. Who is Pelaez? 

Mr. Gates. I do not know whether Pelaez is an Indian or not. 
J] imagine he has Indian blood. 

The Coaimman. Where is he operating and what is he doing: what 
has he been doing? 

Mr. Gares. Up in the oil region, behind the coast. where, since 
about 1916, he was moved to protect his neighbors from violation of 
their homes and their women by the Carranza soldiers, and that led 
to the development of a protective body which protected the oil 
wells from Carranza soldiers and German and radical bolshevists 
efforts to impede the oil supply at the time when we needed oil. 

The CuarrMan. These documents which you inclosed to Secretary 
Baker, containing a statement of objects by Felix Diaz. the Zapata. 
the Oaxacans. Meixueiro, Pelaez, set forth their opposition to the 
Carranza government? 

Mr. Gates. Yes, sir. 

The CHatrmMan. About how many men did you understand were 
followers of Zapata? T mean men able to bear arms, 

Mr. Garters. It is a difficult question to answer, because the whole 
organization was that of a yeomanry which tilled their fields without 
pav and took their guns when it was necessary. Practically. the 
various leaders lived with a small immediate body of 50. 25. or. 
possibly, 100 men. I do not think I ever saw 100 at once, either with 
Meixueiro. Zapata. or Felix Diaz. And from mv travels through 
the country, my talks with the common people as I went, I am satis- 
fied that either of them could have amassed, if necessary, several 
thousand men. 

The CHAIRMAN. You did not meet Pancho Villa or Francisco 
Villa‘ 

. Mr. Gates. No, sir; I did not. 

The Cuarrman. Did you learn anything of his objects, and as to 
the number of men he had. and as to whether he lived about as the 
other leaders whom you visited ? 

Mr. Gates. I understood him to be very much in sympathy and 
pursuing the same line. T would imagine that. with the differences 
between the north and the south, their cases were parallel, and that 
he was in agreement with the south. I knew that from the fact that 
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Zapata spoke of communications passing between him and Villa, 
and even wrote to Villa and told him that if 1 ever came Villa’s 
way I was a friend of the common people of Mexico. 

The CHAIRMAN. As a matter of fact, after the revolution of 
Huerta, and during that revolution, when the conventional govern- 
ment of Mexico was formed, which resulted in the election or selec- 
tion by that convention of Eulalio (rueterrez as the President of 
Mexico, Mexico City was occupied by the joint forces of Zapata and 
Pancho Villa, was it not? 

Mr. Gares. Yes, sir. 

The Cuairman. That was prior to the recognition of Carranza 
by this Government, and they occupied the city until that time? 

Mr. Gates. That was the middle of 1914, June, 1914, I think. 

The Cuarrman. So that the forces of Pancho Villa and Zapata 
were cooperating at that time? 

Mr. Gares. They were. 
me Cuarrman. Were you in Mexico during an election of any 

ind? 

Mr. Gates. I was in Yucatan on the day of election. 

The Cuarrman. What was that election? Was it a general 
election ? 

Mr. Gares. That election was for the governor of the State and 
the legislature. In fact, I have a ballot here somewhere among these 
papers. It was a public election, around a table put up in different 
places publicly, in which the government had appointed the 
inspectors of the election for both parties. 

he Cuarrman. Were there two parties? 

Mr. Gates. Oh, yes: there were two candidates. There was Castro, 
who was the Alvarado bolshevist candidate, and a man opposing 
him. The board which the government appointed as inspectors 
represented both candidates. The Indians then came up, and the 
most of them not being able to read or write, stood in an open body 
in the middle of the street and would say, “I want to vote for so and 
so.” and his name was written down, a ballot was cast, and so Castro 
was elected, with the provision that if you did not vote that year 
you could not vote the next vear, and then the government keeps 
the records of the voting last year, so that it becomes quite 
complicated. 

The Cuamswan. You say these were general elections. Did you 
ever have your attention called to a proclamation concerning the elec- 
tion and qualifications of voters, etc. ? 

r. Gares. I have, in the first place, in the official Government re- 
port of the election for the constitutional convention, which was to 
adopt this famous constitution of 1917, the original terms upon which 
people could vote. I can abbreviate them with a word. Nobody who 
has served under any former government, nobody who has carried 
arms under any former government, could vote. Nobody could vote 
who was not a Mexican citizen, or who had not been actively prac- 
tically helping Carranza. That was the constitutional convention. 
In the town of Paso del Macho, where I was waiting to go out to see 
Felix Diaz, I think there were verv few of the people in the town who 
voted. At this time the State of Vera Cruz had been supposed to be 
laken out of the preconstitutional dictatorship, and had become an 
ordinary constitutional unit in election. 
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The CnHairman. When you say the preconstitutional dictatorship, 
do you mean the Carranza Government ? 

Mr. Gares. That period of the Carranza Government in which he 
declared a preconstitutional period, in which decrees and military 
government was the method. 

The CuarrmMan. That paper which you hold in your hand, printed 
in Spanish, is the original proclamation of that constitutional elec- 
tion, is it? 

Mr. Gates. A constitutional election after the State had become a 
constitutional State. 

The CuHairMaNn. The first constitutional election ¢ 

Mr. Gares. I do not know whether it was the first or not. It was 
for the governor of the State. 

The CuatrmMan. Who is that signed by? 

Mr. Gates. Candido Aguilar, the son-in-law of Carranza, at that 
time governor of Vera Cruz, and afterwards foreign minister. 

The Cuarrman. How did he happen to be governor of Vera Cruz! 
Had he been elected governor of Vera Cruz? 

Mr. Gates. He was first appointed and I imagine, I can not answer 
definitely, I think it most probable that he had had some sort of an 
election, probably the sort of an election that Castro had in Yucatan 
following his appointment. At all events, he was called the precon- 
stitutional governor. I suppose afterwards there was an election; I 
don't know. | 

The Cuairrman. That document is in Spanish. Can you read it 
in English? 

` <] 7 M ° 

Mr. Gares (reading) : 

Candido Aguilar, constitutional governor of the free and sovereign State of 

Veracruz-Llave, to the inhabitants thereof, know ve: 

That the honorable legislature of the same has been pleased to address to me 
the following decree: 

Number 20. The honorable legislature of the free and sovereign State of 
Veracruz-Llave, in the name of the people, decrees: S 

Only article. An addition is made to the electoral law on the free munici- 
pality of date of November 14, 1917, with the following transitory article: 

ART. 6. The election of municipal functionaries, in one or more of the per 
sons herein mentioned, shall be void: 

J. Those who by any means undertook the overthrow of the lawful Govern- 
ment of the Republic, emanated from the elections of 1911. 

II. Those who carried out the barrack uprising (cuartelazo) in 1913, or in 
any manner contributed to its realization. 

III. The functionaries, authorities, and public employees emanated from the 
usurping Government; and those who, having emanated from the lawful Goy- 
ernment sanctioned and collaborated. in an effective manner, in sustaining the 
usurper. 

IV. Those who have figured actively in any of the factions opposing the con- 
stitutionalist Government, or who continue to be hostile to the present Govern- 
ment of the Republic; and 

V. Those who economically, through the press or in any other manner duly 
verified aided or have stated their adhesion or sympathy with the usurping 
Government or factions hostile to the present government. 

Given in the honorable city of Cordoba December 5, 1917. 

Custavo BELLO, Deputy President. 
C. Murrieta, Deputy Secretary. 
Therefore I order it printed, ete. 
Constitution and Reforms, December 6, 1917. 


C. AGUILAR. 
Licentiate Jose M. MENA, 


Secretary of State. 
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The effect of which is that anybody opposed to Carranza can not be 
elected as constable. 

The CHarrman. In this connection I have a translation of a procla- 
mation issued by Castro, the governor of Yucatan, which I desire to 
have incorporated in the record following the proclamation of 
Aguilar just read by the witness. 

(The document referred to is as follows :) 


[Office of the secretary general of the preconstitutional government of the State of 
Vaxaca, Oaxaca de Juarez. Department of the treasury, fiscal sectlon. Circular 
No. 14.) 


With the approval of the citizen governor and military commander of the 
State, the publie in general is informed that, beginning on this date, private 
individuals, and especially lawyers. are prohibited from coming to discuss with 
this vovernment the administrative affairs of the common councils, with the 
waring that infraction of the present provision will be punished with a fine 
of fram $5.00 five pesos ta $500.00 five hundred peses, in the discretion of this 
government, Municipal presidents are likewise warned to abstain from going 
to suid persons to consult them on their affairs, which they must do directly 
with this government, likewise with the warning that in their case the infrac- 
tion will be punished as it deserves. 


CONSTITUTION AND REFORMS. 


OAXACA DE JUAREZ, December 23, 1916. 


The chief clerk in charge of the department, I. Olive. 

Electoral law of August 1, 1916, Oaxaca. 

Transitorles : 

Akt. 1. For this occasion the following can not be elected: 

I, Those who have fought the present government with arms. 
I. Those who have held public offices in hostile factions, and 
III. Those hostile to constitutionalism. 


(riven in the palace, ete. 
The governor and military commander of the State, general of division, 


J. A. CASTRO. 


The Cuairman. That election referred to in the proclamation of 
Aguilar was for delegates to the constitutional convention which 
framed the constitution of 1917 and its famous article 27 ? 

Mr. Gares. Yes, sir. I would like to say that the reports of the 
Carranza officials to that convention noted the complete apathy of 
the people in that election. It says the election went on “as if we 
were still under the Porfirian terror, and although there were over 
MWO inhabitants in that State in some districts not 20 people 
voted.” It then says that— 


‘The result is that notwithstanding the purely political antecedents of the 
pople chosen for the constitutional convention which adopted the constitution 
IMT, by the paucity of their understanding and their intellectual weakness 
they afforded no good in the august chamber of the Government, 


That is the statement in the Carranza official report made to the 
convention and which Carranza presented to the people in 1917, 
The Cuamman. In your study of the conditions on the ground 
did you have your attention called to the purposes of the leaders of 
the Carranza government, as set forth in any public way, with refer- 
‘nee to the so-called labor organizations in Mexico? | 

Mr. Gares. I not only saw that practiced in the place where it 
had its greatest “ vogue” and its greatest expansion, in Yucatan, but 
also traced it historically through the newspapers over the whole 


2820 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


period of Zapata’s and Villa’s occupation in the early days, includ- 
ing the delegates to the constitutional convention. 

The Cuairman. Did vou ever hear of an organization in Mexico 
corresponding in any degree to what is known as the I. W. W. or- 
ganization in the United States? 

Mr. Gares. The I. W. W. organization in the United States had 
its branches, or if not its branches, it was organized in Mexico as the 
“(Casa del Obrero Mundial.” That is a liberal translation of * In- 
dustrial Workers of the World.” 

The Cramman,. Did you secure any information as to the coopera- 
tion of the Government, or Government officials, with reference to 
that organization known as the Casa del Obrero Mundial? 

Mr. Gares. I have two documents which I shall link together 
very briefly. When Carranza entered Mexico City in 1914 he was 
offered by Villa and Obregon the provisional presidency, provided 
he would call an election at once for a congress and introduce the 
governmental reforms needed. Carranza refused. Villa and Zapata 
were too strong for him, and he left the city in the summer, and 
about November was in Vera Cruz. Salvador Alvarado had been 
commandant militar in Mexico City. 

The CHatrrMANn, The American forces waited in Vera Cruz until 
Carranza arrived there? 

Mr. Gares. The American forces waited at Vera Cruz until Car- 
ranza arrived there. 

The CHarmrMan. And turned it over to him? 

Mr. Gares. Yes, sir. I think it was November 23. Salvador 
Alvarado is the center of the entire Bolshevist question. He is the 
man who expected to make a Bolshevistic state of Mexico, after 
Yucatan. 

The Cuarrman. The whole Republic? 

Mr. Gates. The whole Republic. After Carranza reached Vera 
Cruz and issued that decree, dated December 12, making himself 
dictator, as you know, on the 6th of January, 1915, there was drawn 
up in Vera Cruz a document entitled: “ Revolutionary con federation. 
Defense and realization of individual autonomy and of the rights 
of the collectivity. Within the constitution social reforms will 
realized, which will emancipate the people.” I will introduce the 
whole of it, which appeared in the official Alvarado publication, 
The Voice of the Revolution, and I will refer specifically to sec- 
tion 4. 

To collaborate with citizens in the annihilation of the clerical, boargesis, and 
military reaction, propagating and ditusing in the country and abroad the 
principles of the revolution. 

In short. an anticapitalist organization. That was signed for the 
central organization committee by— 

Gen, Alvaro Obregon, Engineer M. Rolland, Gen. Salvadar Alvarado, Gustavo 
Espinosa Mireles, Gen, Maclovio Herrera, Rafael Nieto, Engineer Alberto Pani. 
(len. Gabriel Gavira, Jesus Urueta, Pr. Ath Luis Cabrera, Gen. Manuel M. 
pieguez. 

About the same time a plan was arranged by which Alvarado was 
to have the State of Yucatan to begin with the capitalists over there. 
He went on south. was appointed governor of the southeast, an 
proceeded to invade Yucatan, which had declared for Carranza, who 
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had freed the slaves under a decree abolishing wage peonage. The 
governor of Yucatan was a native Yucatecan, who first had allied 
himself with Carranza, after Carranza had left Mexico City in the 
hands of Villa and Zapata, and the whole State was in accord with 
Carranza when Alvarado proceeded to invade it as a part of this 
Bolshevist plan then developing. 

I have one document here which I should like to read one line from. 
On his entry in March 2, 1915, before he came into Tenabo, Alvarado 
issued a proclamation, of which this is the original, to the people, in 
which he said ; 


Blood will run in torrents, families will weep in helplessness over the loss of 
the father. the husband, or brother. Owners will see their plantations disap- 
pear in many eases, which, being the theater of battles, those engaged in the 
struggle Will burr Ruin and desolation will invade the country and cities and 
mor Will die of want than in the contest. And all these horrors, for ambitious 
wretches to Hee with the booty, the proceeds of their robberies, and exemplary 
punishment to fall on the deluded for their crimes. 

Do not doubt it. Yucatan can not resist the valor of numerous veteran troops. 


The CHarrwan. That will be translated and incorporated in the 
record. 
(The document referred to is as follows :) 


PROTEST AND PROMPTING—UEN. ALVARADO ADDRESSES THE PEOPLE OF YUCATAN 
FROM TENABO IN MARCH, 1915, WHEN BEGINNING A VIGOROUS CAMPAIGN AGAINST 
THE REACTION OF ARGU MEDO. 


With profound indignation I have just learned that the traitor Abel Ortiz 
Arsumedo has committed the infamy of spreading, among the constitutionalist 
forces now in Yucatan, the atrocious calumny that I am a rebel against our 
First Chief Venustiano Carranza and that I have ordered Gen. Ramon Sosa and 
(he officers of the staff of Gen. Garcilazo shot, keeping the latter in prison, 
l protest with all my energy against such criminal falsehoods. 

That these forces may not be deceived, and to avoid the great disgrace of 
Valiant soldiers consecrated to the same constitutionalist cause fighting against 
each other in the campaign I am conducting against the real rebels and traitors, 
Ortiz Argumedo and accomplices, T hasten to say to them, on my honor as a 
sodier, Which I esteem more than my life. that it is all a criminal tissue of 
touxtrous and brutal lies; that Gen. Garcilazo and his staff treated with every 
culsideration on my part and by Col, Joaquin Muncel. the worthy governor and 
military commander of Cumpeche, is in Vera Cruz with our first chief, together 
with his officers, and, tinally, Gen. Ramon Sosa, at the head of his valiant sol- 
diers, ix operating under my immediate orders in this campaign. and very soon 
sol May see hint on the firing line. 

Col, Jose Jimenez, Maj. Abraham Rodriguez. and other field and line officers, 
is well as all of yourselves who respectively belong to the constitutionalist 
fores under commiund of Gens. Garcilazo and Sosa, must know my antecedents 
and ny doings ns a patriot and as a soldier in defense of the people; you must 
know that recently, after I had taken part in the bloody capture of Puebla, 
mscuing that city from the hands of the Zapatistas and Villistas. the citizen 
Aist chief intrusted to me the command of the army corps of the southeast, 
lo which you belong. and with these forces, which have given such proof of 
their valor and patriotis, I come to fight for our holy coustitutionalist eause 
here in Yucatan, to annihilate, if it should be necessary, this small group of 
ITaitors Who have rebelled against our cause and against onr esteemed and 
Upright first chief. Venustiano Carranza, And E say small group of ambitious 
Tafiekers of public palees becnuse I nm convinced that the real people of 
Yucatan, composed in an immense majority of laborious citizens, honest work- 
"Sand farm laborers, must be with us und identified with the revolution and 
"ir first chief, who, among other transcendental reforms, is restoring lands 
tu the poor, establishing justice, and breaking the chains of slavery. 

Let the laborious and worthy people of Yucatan think these wretches nre 
‘riving the heedless to die needlessly. Let them think that, when the struggle 
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begins, laborers will be without work, homes without bread. farms without 
laborers. Blood will run in torrents, families will weep in helplessness over 
the loss of the father, the husband, or brother. Owners will see their planta 
tions disappear in many cases, which, being the theater of battles, those 
engaged in the struggle will burn. Ruin and desolation will invade the country 
and cities and more will die of want than in the contest. And all these horrors 
for ambitious wretches to flee with the booty, the proceeds of their robberies, 
and exemplary punishment to fall on the deluled for their crimes. 

Do not doubt it. Yucatan ean not resist the valor of numerous veteran 
troops. Even though it might do so in the first encounters, the head of the revo- 
Jution would send more and more, and Yucatan, without revenues, would ex- 
haust her resources in sustaining forces and would succumb without remedy. 

Don't wait for us to weep late and in vain over such calamities. Get away 
from the evil and perverse instigators who are pushing you into an abyss. 
Come to my side. I urge you in the name of constitutionalism.- Let us avoid 
the entastrophe and together work for the fatherland and for the State. 

And you, soldiers of the fatherland, don't allow yourselves to be dragged 
along by deception and intrigue. 

Your place of honor and combat is here under my orders. Come, work in 
the presence of our glorious banners. I await yeu with open arms to make 
our blessed constitutionalist cause triumph once more by carrying this revolu- 
tion to its terminafion, the savior of the Mexican people. 

General headquarters at Tenabo, March 2, 1915. 

SALVADOR ALVARADO, 
Commander in Chief of the Army Corps of the Southeast. 
Governor and Military Commander of Yucatan. 


Mr. Gares. As an Immediate consequence of the revolutionary con- 
federation agreement signed by the 12 whose names I have read, the 
Voice of the Revolution, on the 15th of July, 1915, printed the fol- 
lowing: 

The constitutionalist revolution and the House of the Workers of the World 
enter into a compact. 

Faithful to its purpose, the revolution will improve the condition of the 
laborers, 

Then follows the celebrated agreement between the constitutional- 
ist revolution and the I. W. W. between Rafael Quintero, secretary 
of the interior for the first chief. and a representative committee of 
the workmen of the I. W. W. for the whole of Mexico. Among other 
things, it provides this: 

The workers of the House of the Workers of the World shall make active 
propaganda to win the sympathy of all the workers in the Republic and of 
the Workers of the World for the constitutionalist revolution by demonstrat- 
ing to all Mexican laborers the advantages of joining the revolution, since the 


latter will make effective for the laboring classes the improvements the latter 
seek through their groups. 


It also provides in another paragraph: 


The workers who take up arms in the constitutionalist army and the work- 
women who give their services for attention to and treatment of the wounded 
or other similar services shall have but one denomination, whether they be 
organized in companies, battalions, regiments, brigades, or divisions. All shall 
be designated as “ reds.” l 

The Cuairman. That article will be translated and the translation 
printed in the record. 


(The document referred to is as follows:) 
[From La Voz de la Revolucion, Merida de Yucatan, July 15, 1916.) 


The constitudionalist revolution and the House of the Worker of the World 


enter into a compact. 
Faithful to its purposes, the revolution will improve the condition of the 


laborers. 
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To our editorial table has come the compact entered into between the con- 
stitutionalist revolution and the House of the Worker of the World, composed 
of the numerous groups of labor syndicates in the Republic, and we publish it to 
show that the labor element is allied to the revolutionary cause which is headed 
by the First Chief Venustiano Carranza. 


COMPACT ENTERED INTO BETWEEN THE CONSTITUTIONALIST REVOLUTION AND THE 
HOUSE OF THE WORKER OF THE WORLD. 


In view of the fact that the workers of the House of the Worker of the World 
adhere to the constitutionallst government headed by Citizen Venustiano Car- 
ranza, it has been agreed to put on record the relations of said government with . 
the workers, and those of the latter with the former, in order to determine the 
form in which they are to give their collaboration with the constitutional cause, 
the following sign the present document for the purpose: For the House of the 
Worker of the World: Citizen Rafael Quintero, Carlos M. Rincon, Rosendo 
Salazar, Juan Tudo, and Celestino Gasca, appointed as a conimittee to the 
first chief of the constitutionalist army, in charge of the executive power, for 
the revolutionary committee of the City of Mexico, which, in Its turn, repre- 
sents the House of the Worker of the World, and by Licentiate Rafael Zubaran, 
secretary of the government of said first chief. 

First. The constitutlonalist government reiterates its resolution, stated in 
the decree of December 4 of the year last passed, to improve, by appropriate 
laws, the condition of laborers, issuing during the struggle all the laws that 
may be necessary to carry out that resolution. 

Second. The workers of the House of the Workers of the World, for the pur- 
pose of hastening the triumph of the constitutionalist revolution and intensifying 
is far as possible the unnecessary shedding of blood, put on record the reso- 
lution they have taken to collaborate in an effective and practical manner 
for the triumph of the revolution and to take up arms either to garrison towns 
that are in the possession of the constitutionalist government or to fight the 
Pevegiogy, 

Third. To carry out the provisions contained in the two preceding clauses, 
the constitutionalist government will, with the solicitude it has heretofore 
employed, attend to the just claims of the workers in the conflicts that may 
arise between them and their employers as a consequence of work. 

Fourth. In towns oecupied by the constitutionalist army, and that the latter 
may be unhampered in meeting the needs of the campaign, the workers shall 
he organized in accord with the military commander in each place for the 
protection of the same and the preservation of order. 

In case of the evacuation of towns, the constitutionalist government, through 
the respective military commander, shall notify the workers of his decision 
and furnish them every kind of facilities to reconcentrate in places occupied 
by constitutionalist forces. 

The constitutionalist government, In cases of reconcentration, shall give 
all to the workers, either as remuneration for the work they do or as fraternal 
assistance, until work is furnished them to enable them to meet the main 
heels of subsistence, 

_ Fifth. The workers of the House of the Workers of the World shall make lists 
in each one of the towns where they are organized, and at once in the City of 
Mexico, including the names of all their companions who solemnly offer to 
comply with the provisions of clause second. The lists shall be sent as soon 
as they are completed to the first chief of the constitutionalist army, that he 
may be informed of the number of workers who are disposed to take up arms, 

‘ixth. The workers of the House of the Workers of the World shall make 
wnive propaganda to win the sympathy of all the workers in the Republic and 
of the Workers of the World for the constitutionalist revolution by demon- 
‘rating to all Mexican laborers the advantages of joining the revolution, 
‘ince the latter will make effective for the laboring classes the improvements 
the latter seek through their groups. 
| Seventh, The workers shall establish revolutionary centers or committees 
in all the places they judge convenient to do so, The committees, besides the 
Mtpaganda work, shall supervise the organization of labor groups and their 
“laboration in favor of the constitutionalist cause. 

Eighth. The constitutionalist government shall, in case it be necessary, 
*stablish colonies of workers in zones which it has dominated to serve as a 
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3s 
refuge for the families of the workers who have declared their adhesion to 
the constitutionalist cause. 

Ninth. The workers who take up arms in the constitutionalist army and the 
workwomen who give their services for attention to and treatment of the 
wounded, or other similar services, shall have but one denomination whether 
they be organized in companies, battalions, regiments, brigades, or divisions. 
All shall be designated as “reds.” , ° 

Constitution and reforms. 

Greeting and social revolution. 

Honorable Veracruz, February 17, 1915. 

Signed: Rafael Zubaran Capmany, Rafael Quintaro, Carlos M. Rincon, 
Rosendo Salazar, Juna Tudo, Salvador Gonzalo Garcia. Rodolfo Aguirre, 
Roberto Valdes, Celestino Gasca, 

Mr. Gares. Alvarado was soon joined by a man named Haber- 
mann, a German who left this country about that time to escape 
the draft, and, who became in a large way the brains behind an 
agitator named Felipe Carrillo, and e to organize leagues 
of resistance all over the State of Yucatan, whose name explains 
their purpose. Some time later, when Alvarado and Pablo Gon- 
zales began to jockey for the presidency, Pablo Gonzales sent a man 
over there that took 3,000 rifles from these leagues of resistance. 
Felipe Carrillo became a member of the legislature, and was ap- 
pointed temporary governor of Yucatan, in the absence of the 
elected governor. I have here, simply for verification, a printed 
document issued by him as such governor. He was also president of 
the league of resistance, and I have a document signed by him in 
facsimile as president of the league of resistance. 

At the election in Yucatan a liberal candidate appeared and Felipe 
Carrillo went to a store and bought a gross of knives, and attempted 
to invade the precinct against the law, and when the liberal candi- 
date objected they carved him up, and then arrested him for being 
carved up. 

That same Felipe Carrillo, while a member of the legislature, 
made a speech, of which I have a copy that I will hand to the 
stenographer, stating that “the haciendados have bought the courts. 
Let them remember the Indian uprising of 1847. If they attempt 
to stop us we will cut the throat of every white man who was left 
alive in 1847.” That is the same Felipe Carrillo who was the right- 
hand man of Alvarado in this whole matter, the chief propagandist 
of the acting governor of Yucatan. 

The Cuamman. Has this same Felipe Carrillo visited the United 
States ? 

Mr. Gates. In the early part of this year he visited this country. 
traveling from California to New York, whence he sailed for 
Yucatan a few days before the May day troubles of last spring. 
On this entire trip he was in conference with one radical leader 
after another, making various speeches. While in Chicago he re- 
ceived from the secretary of the Socialist Party. located there, 
an autographed letter addressed to “Comrade” Gen. Alvaro 
Obregon, asking his views as to an appropriate time to start com- 
bined and joint action on the part of the Socialists of Mexico, Cuba, 
and the United States and Canada. This letter he took with him 
for delivery. He lous some time with Morris Hilquit, at Saranac 
Lake, arriving at New York, he made several addresses in Newark; 
Upper New York, etc., Just before the above May-day events, and 
his own sailing. 
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*He visited the so-called party of soviet “ambassador” L. A. C. 
Martens, and delivered to him a letter officially addressed to Martens, 
by the socialists of Yucatan, stating among other things that “ we 
have here a government greatly like yours of Russia” and looking 
toward cooperation. This letter Martens answered in the same 
spirit. 

I have had all the above letters in my own hands, and have read 
them. They or their copies could be found in the proper hands in 
this country. They came to my eyes by a fortunate chance, quite 
casually, on April 30 last. 

The Caairman. April 30, 1919? | 

Mr. Gates. Yes, sir. Felipe Carrillo also made a large collection 
of the most radical printed matter. One thing I particularly remem- 
ber was a brutal cartoon of Samuel Gompers dr a knife into the 
back of “ Labor.” When Carrillo was about to sail, he was officially 
vouched for by the Mexican consul general in New York, as being 
in this country by the authority and approval of the Carranza Gov- 
ernment. i . 

The Cuarman. That was Denegri 

Mr. Gares. Yes, sir. Mr. Lamb told me of those letters. The 
man who saw these letters was an employee of the customshouse, 
named Manley, who made the note which attracted my attention to 
it, and at my suggestion Mr. sent over the Ward Line pier, 
where these letters: were to be sent from, and the suit cases were 
brought back and I saw all of that original correspondence, includ- 
ng larten’s signature. I saw the signature of Obregon. 

he CHarrMAN. You saw the letter to Obregon? 

Mr. Gares. Yes; I saw the letter to Obregon, and I should like to 
connect that in this way. Mexico had inaugurated a military 
regime, Carranza keeping the political balance. Something over a 
year ago Alvarado began to jockey against Pablo Gonzale for the 
presidency. Then began the fight in Yucatan. Throughout the 
whole Carranza administration Obregon had been rather outside the 
breastworks. I have the connection of Obregon with the bolshevist 
movement, and this convention in 1915, and the fact that Felipe 

aa Alvarado’s agent, was taking back a letter addressed to 
regon. 

The Cuamman. Do you know from the public press or otherwise 
anr Salvador Alvarado has been in the city of Washington re- 
cently? 

Mr. Gates. I am told he has been. 

The Carman. Do you know what he claims to be his mission 
ere? 

Mr. Gares. I am told he claimed to represent Obregon. I am 
satisfied it is a straw horse of his own ambition along these social- 
istic lines. I think he is trying to make use of Obregon. I have 
eard his connections are not so directly with Obregon as they are 
with P. Elias Calles. I think that is it. 

he CHairman. P. Elias Calles, who is now one of the supposed 
leaders of what is known as the Sonora movement ? 

Mr. Gates, Yes, sir; which is also headed by Dela Bacca, who is 
an Alvarado commander. 
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The Cyarrman. Have you read the declaration of purposes or 
principles issued by Calles and others on April 5 of this year, in 
which they declare for the constitution of 1917? 

Mr. Garters. I am not sure that I have, Senator. I have tried to 
forget Mexican matters the last few months, and get back to my 
book; but I am aware generally of that attitude. 

The CuarrmMan. Do you read Spanish? 

Mr. Gates. Yes, sir. 

The CuHatrMan. Have you ever seen one of these little printed 
documents ? 

Mr. Gates. No, sir. 

The Cuatrman. What do you understand it to be? 

Mr. Gates, An pen of membership of the Metal Mining 
Workers to the I. W. W. 

The Cuarrman. What is the local number ? 

Mr. Gares. Local number 800. 

The Cuairman. Have you heard of that local, No. 800, in different 
portions of the United States? 

Mr. Garters. No; I have not. What is local No. 800? 

The Cramman. It seems to be the name which the I. W. W. has 
used for the metal workers. This application is written in what 
language? 

Mr. Gates. Spanish, with a seal in English, “ Industrial Workers 
of the World,” I. W. W. label. It is an application for membership, 
with the words “ Membership card.” That is all there is in English. 
The rest is in Spanish. 

The CrarrmMan. Have you noticed anything in reference to a meet- 
ing of the Pan-American Labor Conference in Laredo, Tex., in 1918, 
and in New York in 1919? 

Mr. Gares. I have at different times heard a good deal about that, 
and I made some definite notes, but 1 have no notes upon it here. 
have regarded it as a very serious element in all this matter, of which 
a good deal was cooked up, and I wished I could get at the inside of 
what was done there. Some radical Latin American members from 
the eastern mecting at least later appeared in Yucatan, and I found 
their trail. 

The CiratrMan. Glance over this statement which I hand you. 

Mr. Gares. Yes; you have got it. It means business, too; and that 
is Alvarado’s ultimate plan by which he hoped to secure the presi- 
dency of Mexico and put us in our place. 

The Cuamrman. This document will be placed in the record. 

(The document referred to is as follows:) 


[From La Nueva Solidaridad (The New Solidarity), Chicago, second fortnight of Oc 
tober, 1919.) 


GOMPERS AND MEXICAN LADORERS— STATEMENT OF J. D. BORRAN, MEXICAN DELEGATE 
TO THE PAN AMERICAN CONFERENCE, 


As I was not permitted to speak or read the propositions received from the 
Case del Obrero in Tampico with instructions to present them to the Pan 
American labor conference in New York, I am obliged to appeal to the free 
press of the United States to express the ideas and thoughts of a majority 
of the laborers of Mexico, so that the proletariat of North America may form 
a clear idea of our aspirations and not believe us united in a repugnant fel- 
lowship with the leaders of the American Federation of Labor. 
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] will begin by saying the laboring people of Mexico have no sympathy with 
the American Federation of Labor; that they do not accept its policy as a 
basis for our struggle; that they reject the intervention of the authorities in 
their affairs; that they consider Gompers a charlatan and that they do not 
believe in the grand words of liberty by which powerful America seeks to 
deceive the world. 

Invited by the council of leaders of the Pan American Federation of Labor, 
We came animated with the best intentions and with the hope of being able 
to contribute to the advancement of the laboring class and to do all we can 
to overcome the difficulties that separate us from the American Federation of 
Labor, and to organize the much-to-be-desired union of all the laboring people 
on the continent. 

Although we know from experience that the American Federation of Labor 
does not keep the agreements it contracts with other labor unions, although it is 
duly diligent to carry out such as it contracts with the bourgeoisie, we are 
disposed to discuss with the other delegates and to organize with them, if we 
can reach an understanding, the great federation of America, which will rep- 
resent the sentiment of all of us and will work for the liberty of all the op- 
pressed. | 

Pursuant to these desires and to our principles, the Case del Obrero of 
Tampico transmitted through me to the Pan Anierican Congress the following 
resolutions and recommends them as by-laws of the Continental Federation : 

1, The Pan American Federation shall endeavor to group together all the 
labor organizations on the continent, all the organizations that are eligible 
under its principles. 

2. The organizations composing the federation shall be self-operating among 
themselves, and the executive committee may refuse them its support in case 
any one demands it, provided it does not depart from the principles of the 
federation. 

3. The Pan American Federation shall have nothing in common with the 
bourgeoisie or with the government of the bourgeoisie; the international 
Solidarity of the laboring class shall be established as the principle of its 
Struggle, and it will fight against any government that is imposed by force. 

4. The Pan American Federation shall agitate the idea of the creation of 
rationalistic schools and liberating publications, and shall educate the laborers 
so that they may be capable and able to take possession of the wealth of 
society at a given moment, and regulate production and consumption, 

5. The Pan American Federation shall hold communism as the ultimate 
ideal of its struggle and the acquisition and socialization of property as its 
inmediate purpose. 

6. The Pan American Federation shall not aspire to any dictatorship nor 
Shall it unite with any government, and it shall use force to combat force. 

T. The Pan American Federation recognizes as sisters the Republics of Russia 
and Hungary and will boycott the industries of any Government that imperils 
their existence and will aid them morally and materially, provided they do not 
depart from the principles heretofore followed. 

8. The Pan American Federation recognizes as good the government of the 
eile and will endeavor to include the same in its program as soon as may be 

e, é 

In these resolutions are condensed the aspirations of the laborers of Mexico, 
and, in offering them as principles for the functioning of the Pan American 
Federation, the Case del Trabajador of Tampico is animated by the desire that 
they may also be the aspirations of all the laborers on the continent and that 
they be made known to all the oppressed at a no distant future. 

It is not my purpose to write in detail the happenings of the four days of 
the Pan American convention held in New York. It was not a congress of 
laborers, nor was it composed of laborers. Of the 25 delegates only 2 were 
laborers. All the others were lawyers, bourgeoisie, and leaders in labor ques- 
tions, all of them, including Mr. Gompers. There tbey discussed the League of 
Nations, the invasion of Santo Domingo and Nicaragua, and the danger these 

&8 might bring to Mexico. Of the problems of laborers, of the misery and 
the injustices that are destroying the laboring class, they have said nothing 
and, when I asked them to allow me to read my resolutions, and to speak 
ut them, they rejected my request by 23 votes to 2, presenting the anomalous 
situation of 23 men, 23 representatives who rejected those propositions when 
they did not know them. 


F u 
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They did not permit me to read nor did they permit me to speak, and from 
this the laborers of all the continent can judge what sort of a convention was 
that which met in New York. 

I must say that in view of the good intentions that animated me in coming 
to the convention, nothing except that occurred to molest us. Nevertheless, 
I believe if we had reached an agreement, nothing practical would have resulted 
from it. The American Federation of Labor agreed with us in the conference 
held in Nuevo Laredo a vear age to use its influence to obtain justice for indus- 
trial prisoners (I. W. Wrs in prison), and at the last convention the general 
strike for the liberty of Mooney which they had aceepted was boycotted. The 
federation agreed with us to establish an ageney in New York to educate 
laborers reaching there in ignorance of the struggle of classes, and the federi- 
tion carried out its agreement by recommending- -to the American Senate to 
pass a law restricting immigration, The American Federation of Labor agreed 
with us to struggle for the right of assembly, of speech. and the press, and 
approved a resolution in its convention to expel from its organizations all 
members of radical tendencies. 

I believe these lessons of the past give u clear idea of what the officers of 
the American Federation of Labor are capable of and of haw they fail ta carry 
out their agreements with the laboring class, and of how in their last conven- 
tion they agreed to do nothing against the interests of the bourgedtsie, 

In conclusion, I have the pleasure of saying in my own name and in that of 
the majority of the laborers of Mexico, that we do not consider Gompers a 
genuine representative of the laboring class of America. 

We know that here vou fight, that here you know how to die for thein as we 
know how to fight and die. Thfs encourages us: this comforts us; this brings us 
the full conviction that sooner or later we shall embrace as brothers to march 
forward united to the conquest of our emancipation, 

Mexico burns with the secret fever of rebellion which no human power can 
control And it is a great satisfaction to us, the laborers of the three Americas, 
to say to you that in that rebellion are conceded the aspirations of the prole- 
tariat of the universe, 

Free men of America, in the name of the hiborers and in my own name, I give 
you a fraternal embrace. We are with you. Be sure that our acclaim will be 
the echo of your acclaim, that our protests will mingle with yours, and that 
you will have our aid and our support, unconditional and decided at any time 
and on any occasion you need it. 

Laborers of America, long life to the liberty of the world. Long life to the 
universal union of the proletariat. i 

We have given a place to this article not because we approve it. but to 
show once more the unfitness of the American Federation of Labor and its of 
shoot, the Pan American Labor Federation, at the present time, and having 
given this space to Comrade Borran, we desire to speak and to ask n few 
questions, Why so many efforts to forin another new organization when we 
already have the I. W. W. which does everything desired, given the support 
and attendance of those concerned? Have you studied. perchance, or taken 
into exact account the principles and program of the T. W. W.% Now that 
many thousands of laborers in all parts of the continent know and form a part 
of the L W. W, or the Thdustrial Workers of the World. would it not be a 
labor of disorganization and a turning aside to form another international 
Inbor organization’ Why not unite all of us who are conscious and conse- 
quential in one sole grand union. such as the I. W. W., with its ample and 
revolutionary bases and principles, so as not only to fight daily against the 
capitalists, but also to take possession of the earth and industries and organize 
production and distribution when we succeed in routing capitalism and as 
soon as this falls by its own weight and corruption and the moral and material 
bankruptey -of the present system? 


Mr. Gares. I can not express myself too seriously as to the purpose 
and menace of that document. f 

The Cnamman. That document, of course, refers to the fact that 
the writer, representing the Tampico branch or local of the Mexican 
I. W. W., was not permitted to express his sentiments at the Pan 
American Union in New York. and therefore he writes them to 
Solidarity. 
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Do you know anything of what took place, as printed and pub- 
lished in the public press of this country, in the meeting of the so- 
called Pan American Labor Union, or Pan American organization ot 
the workingmen, held in Laredo, Tex., on November 13, 1918, at- 
tended by William B. Wilson, Secretary of Labor, of the President’s 
Cabinet; Samuel Gompers, Duncan, and other prominent American 
labor leaders; and by Morones and other prominent Mexican labor 
leaders; by the then Governor George W. Hunt, of Arizone, later 
named as minister to Siam; attended by delegates from different 
Mexican organizations and by delegates from the different labor or- 
ganizations of other Latin American countries? Were you familiar 
with anything that took place there ? 

Mr. Gates. I have known of that meeting. I am satisfied I have 
read something from it; and, if my memory serves me, I wrote in 
one of my articles that if we could get the unpublished actions of 
that meeting they would be illuminating. 

The CHarrman. The committee has them. At least, one of the 
~ members of the committee has them. 

Do you know Mr. Antonio Villareal, of Mexico? 

Mr. Gates. I know him by name. T have his name in several docu- 
ments, but I don’t know much about him. 

The Cuarrman. Have you heard his name mentioned recently, or 
seen it in the public press, in connection with Salvador Alvarado and 
P. Elias Calles? , 

Mr. Gares. I don’t think I have. Iam only reading the high lights 
of Mexican matters now. He was a member of that alliance. I think 
I have his name in a printed proclamation. I didn’t pay much atten- 
tion to ìt. 

The CHairnman. He was one of the organizers of the Mexican labor 
revolutionary junta organized in the United States in the year 1905, 
along with Ricardo Magon, Robela, Ceralio, and the other Magon, 
brother of Ricardo, and others, who were arrested in Los Angeles for 
violation of the neutrality laws. 

Mr. Gares. Was it Ricardo or the other brother that was arrested? 

The CHairman. Ricardo. The other Magon was a cousin of 
Ricardo. His first name I don’t remember. I think it was Enrique. 
Villareal was a member of that first organization. They were ar- 
rested and tried for violation of the neutrality laws and convicted 
m 1908, at which time the American Federation of Labor, then in 
session at Denver, Colo., through its president, Mr. Gompers, wired 
sympathy and offers of assistance to the revolutionary junta. of 
which they were members. Later, after serving their time, they were 
arrested, tried, and convicted in Los Angeles for an invasion of 
lexico, sending armed forces into Mexico, particularly into Lower 
alifornia. 

Mr. Gares. I think I remember that. 

he Caiman. Have you heard of Mr. John Kenneth Turner? 

Ír. Gares. Yes, sir. , 

he CuamMaNn. And Lazaro Gutierrez de Lara? 

Mr. Gates. Yes, sir. 

The Caairman. Have vou read Barbarous Mexico? 

Mr. Gares. No. It was too stiff for me. I have read extracts, I 
know the character of the book, but I never read it through. 


ay 
, = 
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The Cuairman, Do you know anything about that invasion of 
Lower California? 

Mr. Gates. No, Senator: I do not. I don’t think I can testify to 
anything about it. 

he CuarrMaNn. You do not recall it? 

Mr. Gares. I do not. 

The Cuarrman. It is on record of the archives of the Senate com- 
mittee that Mr. John Kenneth Turner was one of the collecting 
agents of money furnished from various sources, including locals 
of the I. W. W., and Lazaro de Lara was one of the members. 

Mr. Gates. I am quite ready to believe it. 

The CuHatrman. And they engaged in the invasion of Mexico for 
the purpose of establishing a socialistic republic in Lower California ¢ 
at that time. : 

Mr. Gates. Oh, I did hear of that. F remember now. I heard of 
it with that object. 

The CuHatrman. It is interesting, in view of the claims of these 
certain gentlemen at this time that certain Americans are trying to 
intervene by armed force for certain purposes in Mexico, that some 
of these same people were convicted of intervening with armed 
forces in Mexico. by the United States court; and certain gentlemen 
who are most loud now in criticizing the investigations of this com- 
mittee were shown by the record in the court to have been the leaders 
in the intervention at that time. 

Mr. Gates. I have a little personal experience in connection with 
that. that is so much in that line it is worth telling you. A labor 
paper in New York was making a great noise over the fact that in 
one of my letters I said I had telephoned a protest to Washington 
against giving Carranza permission to send troops across our soil 
to attack Villa, stating to the officer to whom I telephoned, Gen. 
Churchill, who at once saw Secretary Baker and Mr. Polk, that if 
we did that nothing could stop Villa from raiding our border, and 
we would be responsible for it. The labor paper in New York pub- 
lished a loud headline, “ Gates and the allies of the oil people foment- 
ing a Villa raid on our people and confesses it.” That was the Call. 
Of course, if it had been worth while suing it, I would have done it, 
but who wants to sue the Call? | 

The CHairmMaAn. Have you read a report published by this com- 
mittee, containing a translation of a photostatic copy of a letter 
signed by Venustiano Carranza, with reference to certain plans 
which would be put in operation in the United States? 

Mr. Gates. I have heard of that, but I have not yet read it. 

The Cuarrman. In connection with that and other matters, the 
committee will file not to be incorporated in the testimony at this 
point but as an appendix to it, a report of one of its special investi- 
gators concerning the I. W. W. activities on this side and on the 
other side recently. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit 12,” and the 
same appears in full at the close of the testimony of this witness.) 

Mr. Gares. Just to get rid of it, too, I find on this question of in- 
terference in elections, I have a copy I made of an official document 
in the State of Oaxaca that I might submit. 

The Cuarrman. Yes; that has been incorporated in the record in 
connection with the proclamation of Aguilar. | 
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Mr. Gares. Oh, yes; I believe it was. I have an appeal made to 
the Governor of the State of Puebla, by various and numerous resi- 
dents, of the way the Carrancistas were treating the common people, 
robbing them and carrying on all kinds of atrocities. 

The Cuairman. That may be filed also, but not printed in the 
testimony. 

(The document referred to is herewith filed, but not printed as a 
part of the testimony.) 

The CHarrman. The committee will be in recess until 2.30 this 
afternoon. 


AFTER RECESS. 


At the expiration of the recess, the committee reconvened, Senator 
Fall presiding. 


TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM GATES—Resumed. 


The CHarrman. I want to ask vou if you have had your attention 
called to a history of the organization of labor in the early days in 
Mexico, from the year 1910 down to September, 1916, made by one 
of the original Mexican labor organizers in Mexico? 

Mr. Gates, Have I heard of it? 

The CHarrman. Have you read that? 

Mr. Gares. I have read it. It agrees throughont with the result 
of my own research into the subject. | 
The Cuarrman. This will be incorporated in the record at this 
time. 


In the year 1910, the printer Amadeo Torres, Spanish socialist, endeavored to 
unite all the printing workinginen of the city of Mexico. From this work 
resulted the Confederacion de Artes Graficas, Graphic Arts Confederation, 
having become members of this, printers, binders. linotypist engravers, ete. 
Among the members of the Confederacion de Artes Graficas, were well known 
through their facility of word Rafael Quintero, Anastasio Maria, Fernando 
Rodarte, N. Armenta, and Frediswindio Elvira Alonso, these two last ones 
Spaniards of socialist ideas. 


That was after the ‘dismissal of the Barcelona journalists in Spain. 


The two last-named parties, due to udvice of some renowned Maderistas, 
began to give to the Confederacion de Artes Graficas certain political orienta- 
tion, and to that the Mexican tipographer Jose Lopez Donez did not agree, as he 
Claimed the society should be with mutual ends only. On this object the 
newspaper of that time had discussions. 

In 1911, a few months after the Confederacion de Artes Graficas was estab- 
lished, some of the members separated themselves headed by Rafael Quintero 
and at once started the establishment of the Case del Obrero Mundial, having 
opened their offices at a house known by Estan co de Hombres, where the rents 
Were paid for by enemies of the Gen. Porfirio Diaz's Government. 


Rafael Quintero’s name appears prominently in the discussions of 
the Pan American Federation of Labor in Laredo, Tex., on Novem- 
ber 13, 1918: 


Quintero, Armenta, Marin, Rodarte, and Elivera Alonzo, Commenecd to make 
revolutionary propaganda amongst the workingmen, being so active that on sev- 
eral occasions the directors of the Casa Mundiay were called to the presence of 
the authorities and their attention called to the fact that they should not cover 

emselves under the name of the institution to do their political work. 

Diaz Government fell and then the institution named “ Casa del Obrero Mun- 
dial" declared itself openly revolutionary and claimed the premium of its work 
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which had helped to overthrow the Diaz Government, from the party that had 
the triumph. 

Elvira Alonzo was named general manager of the Vida Nueva printing office, 
this being a paper established by Mr. Madero to be his defensor. Others re- 
ceived secret commission from Gustavo Madero and for their work received 
different amounts of money. 

During the TS months that Madero was at the head of the Government, 
Quintero and partners got about 4,000 members of both sexes for the Casa del 
Obrero Mundial due to the active propaganda and to the help received from 
the Governnient. 

When the Maderista party fell, the directors of the Casa Mundial kept on 
playing politics and many of the members left the city of Mexico to go with 
the armies of Zapata at the south and Carranza to the north, having paid for all 
their expenses the treasury of the Casa del Obrero Mundial. Practically Rafael 
Quintero, Armenta, Rodarte y Elvira Alonzo were agents of the revolutionary 
party whieh was fighting against Gen, Huerta’s government. The government 
knew this; but these parties were protected by the name of the corporation of 
which they were directors. 

When Huerta fell, when the Carranza army took possession of the City of 
Mexico, they organized in a procession as members of the Casa del Obrero 
Mundial to congratulate Mr. Carranza for his revolutionary work and also to 
congratulate their friends who entered in a triumphal way to the city. Car 
ranza at once told Quintero and Elvira Alonzo that they could choose the house 
that they liked the best to make them a present of it as a premium to the 
institution for the help rendered to his party to fight against the Huerta gov- 
ernment. The directors of the Casa del Obrero Mundial wanted the building 
occupied by the Sanz Hotel, but I do not know for which reason Carranza did 
not want to give it, although he told them to look for another one in better 
conditions, having decided that it should be the building occupied by the ehureh 
and convent of Santa Brigida, on San Juan de Letran Street, in front of the 
American Club. It was there that the Casa del Obrero Mundial was placed, 
having left a hall so that there the workingmen could have their meetings. 
workingmen of the different works who had come under the flag of this 
poltical-mutual-socialist institution. l 

Nevertheless, immediately after Carranza had entered the City of Mexico, 
the public began to hear about the disugreement between the first chief and 
Pablo Gonzales. Quintero and partners, wise enough, understood that until 
those differences were settled they should not declare themselves either 
in favor of Carranza or Vila. It was thus that they decided to observe 4 
waiting policy, being this the first time that the Casa del Obrero Mundial was 
neutral in political questions. 

Carranza was dashed from the capital of Mexico and Emiliano Zapata took 
possession of it. Again the members of the Casa del Obrero Mundial organized 
a parade with 5,000 persons of both sexes to congratulate Zapata and the 
“brother” Gomez, a workingman who returned to Mexico City changed into a 
general The directors of the Casa del Obrero Mundial arranged with Zapata 
through “brother” Gomez that they be allowed the use of the same building. 
This was the only grace which the Villismo and the Zapatismo united granted 
to the directors of the Casa del Obrero Mundial. They disliked this and 
patiently waited for Carranza to take agnin the City of Mexico, whieh happened 
a few weeks after. In this instance Quintero and partners entered decidedly 
into polities by side of Carranza and began to organize two divisions of in- 
fantry. which were named “red divisions,” promising the workingmen that 
would become soldiers that their military services were to be reduced only [0 
keep such cities where they would be no danger of fight. The red divisions 
were entrained to Vera Cruz and from there were sent to fight at El Ebano. 
where they fought against the soldiers of Gen. Urbina (Thomas). After this 
Jen. Urbina was chased from the oil region: the red divisions returned to Mexico 
City, being very angry because they had been deceived. Then, in 1914, Rafael 
Quintero and Frediwindo Elvira Alonzo were recognized as coronels in the 
constitutional army and at the same time occupied important positions in the 
board of directors of the Casa del Obrero Mundial. 

When Carranza settled in Mexico City he began to render help of all kinds 
to his allies of the Casa del Obrero Mundial: To Rafael Quintero, to whom 
he had already made coronel, granted him a commission of the de facto gov- 
ernment in Barcelona, with the object that he would have meetings with the 
anarchists of that city. The work of Rafael Quintero in Barcelona Spain) was 
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noted, because this man, in a workingmen meeting, guve out a speech with 
such demagogic ideas that the police had to interrupt bim and send him to 
the headquarters xecused of disturbing public order. Through the influence 
of the other Carraneista agents in Spain he was let free; but, nevertheless, 
he had to suffer several days’ arrest and his name was recorded in the prison 
of the Catalan capital, 

Frelivindo Elvira Alonzo also was prsented with the title of coronel, and, 
moreover, named particula secretary of Gen. Hiriberto Jara, who has been 
governor of the federal district and at present is the governor of the State 
of Vera Cruz, A few weeks ago Elvira Alonso was fired of his employment, 
and is now in jail for his bad handling. 

The rest of the members of the Casna del Obrero Mundial were presented 
with fine shops of different industries, as a prize for their work in favor of 
the Carrancistas. These shops were the ones intervened by Carranza. To 
whom it was not given the shop, he was named manager of those that Carranza 
left for himself or his nearest friends or generals. 

Such is the history of the so-called “ Casa del Obrero Mundial” of Mexico, 
who, as it is assured, is in intimate contact with the Casa del Obrero Mun- 
dial of the United States. 


San Antonio, TEX., September, 1916. 


Also the statement of Eloy Armenta will be incorporated in the 
record at this point. 
(The document referred to is as follows:) 


The House of the Worker of the World in Mexico was inaugurated in reality 
the 16th of September, 1910, in Belen prison, because the undersigned organ- 
izer, Eloy Armenta, was imprisoned there, to which place he had been sent 
by the Madero Government. Later, after the House of the Worker was founded 
and constituted in federations of Inbor and schools on the rational scientific 
method. the revolutionary syndicalist method followed by the general federation 
in France was adopted by the labor groups. The declaration under affirma- 
tion was made, by which it was required that no member of the syndicates 
should take an active part in politics or militarism, the association being de- 
fined by the slogan of lahor, education, science, and struggle for social trans- 
formation. Its first domicile was on Matamoros Street, No. 105, in the City 
of Mexico, where the association remained till the barrack uprising (euartel- 
420), on which date it offered its services to the Neutral Red Cross, and be- 
cause of a meeting, the organizer—Armenta—was again imprisoned and ex- 
lel, together with Miguel and Celestino Porrondegui, Jose Coldao, and Jose 
Santos Chocano, At the fall of Gen. Huerta, and on his return from exile, a 
meting was held for Armenta in the Lyric Theater in Mexico, 

The ith of February. 1915, the House of the Worker of the World, repre- 
sented by 67 leading members and ZAubaran, in representation of Carranza, 
entered info a compact by virtue of which the convent of Santa Brigida was 
cele to them and $500.000 with which Carranza honored the association, for 
Which later, by acting contrary to its principles, it paid dearly at Celaya and 
Ehano with the blood of its battalions which in the end gave the Victory to 
Carranza, Later the Houses of the Worker of the World have been persecuted 
from Yueatan to Tampico and in the City of Mexico itself the house was closed 
by order of Obregon, and, as a result of this, at the beginning of the current 
menth, Dr. Atl or rather Gerardo Murillo, who officlated as president of the 
parent wssociation, was imprisoned. There were in the Republic 36 Houses of 
the Worker of the World, the number of associates reaching 800.000, while 
(4) belonged to Santa Brigada alone. 

The affinity that exists between the House of the Worker of the World of 
Mexico and the W. W, of the United States and the Confederation of Paris 
is absolnte, both in the identity of their constitutions and in the identity of 
Iinciples and tendencies. 

The founder of the House of the Worker of the World, Eloy Armenta, did not 
sim the compact referred to with Carranza and this caused him to he held 183 
days without communication in the dungeons at Vera Cruz until he was deported 
the second time. 


The Cuairsan. Do you know the position the officers of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor took, if any, with reference to this agree- 
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ment between the Carranza Government and the labor organizations 
of Mexico? i 

Mr. Gares. I know of one paper, of which I have a copy in my files, 
showing Samuel Gompers as congratulating the Casa del Obrero 
Mundial, as follows: 


We lenrned with intense interest of the historic agreement between the Casa 
del Obrero Mundial and the constitutionalist government, and signed on behalf 
of that government by Rafael Zubaran, Capmany. 


That is the agreement which was referred to in those newspaper 
articles I mentioned this morning. 

The Cuarrman. The letter from which the witness has just read 
will be printed in the record with his testimony. 

(The document referred to is as follows:) 


APPEAL TO MEXICAN LABOR. 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR, 
Washington, D. C., May 23, 1916. 
SECRETARY, 
Casa del Obrero Mundial, City of Merico. 


DEAR NIR AND BROTHER: Permit me on behalf of the American Federation of 
Lubor to send fraternal greetings to the Casa del Obrero Mundial, to the eutire 
labor movement of Mexico. i 

The labor movement of North America has seen with what splendid courage 
organized labor in Mexico has, from the time of the late Francisco I. Madero. 
demanded and obtained recognition for the cause of labor and justice in our 
sister republic. : | 

From time to time the American Federation of Lubor has received confidential 
reports from delegates duly accredited by your organization and others who 
come to Washington in behalf of the Mexican cause. From these delegates the 
executive council of the American Federation of Labor has learned how deeply 
the spirit of international brotherhood has guided all your struggles in Mexico. 
We learned with intense interest of the historic agreement between the Casa 
del Obrero Mundial and the constitutionalist government, and signed on behalf 
of that government by Rafael Zubaran Capmany. 

We have learned with what bravery and determination the Mexican miners 
in the State of Arizona organized and struck work with their brother Amer- 
icans of the North, and won advancement for themselves and the cause of 
international solidarity. 

All these facts point to the necessity of a still closer understanding between 
the workers of all the Americas, particularly in this crisis in the world’s his 
tory. To this end, and to propose a practical method of mutual cooperation 
between organized labor in Mexico and the United States, I suggest that at 
a date to be agreed upon, representatives from the Casa del Obrero Mundial, 
and as many other of the labor organizations in Mexico as possible. meet for 
a conference in El Paso, Tex.. with representatives of the American Federation 
of Labor. Matters for the mutual welfare of the sister republic could then 
be discussed and a future cooperative policy outlined. 

With you I agree that the future peace of the world rests in the hands of 
the wage earners, and this is most cogently expressed by the organized labor 
movement of each and all countries, 

I hope to hear from you as soon as possible as to the actual conditions of 
the Mexican labor movement at the present time. and to receive a reply to the 
suggestion I have made herein. 

Fraternally, yours, 
; SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President American Federation of Labor. 


Mr. Gares. I just wish to read this brief statement from a docu- 
ment I have: 

Before me lies a recent Mexico City newspaper, with photographs of a 
poster advertising copies for sale of the Russian bolshevist constitution on 


the walls of the Government buildings in Mexico, and a clerk at the window of 
the Chamber of Deputies selling copies. 
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The Cuairnman. Mr. Gates, we have referred once or twice to a 
meeting of the Pan American labor conference at Laredo, Tex., on 
or about November 13, 1918. I have had handed to me and have be- 
fore me a copy of a newspaper entitled “ Pan American Labor Press, 
San Antonio, Tex., U. S. A.,” with a subtitle in Spanish, “ El Obrero 
Pan Americano,” and under it in Spanish, “ The Organ of the Pan 
American Labor Movement.” That paper contains in parallel col- 
ums an account of the meeting, the speeches, discussions, etc., that 
took place at that meeting, both in English and in Spanish. 

I notice among the proceedings of that convention that there were 
presi Secretary of Labor W. B. Wilson, Mr. Samuel Gompers, 

uncan, and various other members of the American Federation of 
Labor, and labor organizations, including Mr. Murray, the secretary 
of the Pan American Federation of Labor; that the committee on 
resolutions made a report, the third article of which provides: 

That facilities be granted to Mexican workers which should place them in a 
position, were they willing, to join the labor organizations in the United States, 
and that without curtailment of the support and privileges which such or- 
ganizations allow to their own members. 

I notice that the sixth proposition, submitted by the Mexican 
Federation of Labor, was as follows: 

Sixth. That an agreement be reached as to the best way for finding honor- 
ible means to exert influence so that justice and protection be imparted to those 
Working men who, for various reasons, are deprived of their liberty in the jails 
af the United States. 

I notice this proposition, offered by the Mexicans, and reported by 
the committee on resolutions, at once aroused a good deal of discus- 
‘ion. As you are interested in the social conditions of Mexico, and 
familiar to a great or less extent from your experience and observa- 
tion of such conditions, and have been interested in the labor question 
and in the international labor question, with your permission, I am 
going to read a portion of this discussion pro and-con, as 1t appears 
here, in connection with your testimony at this time, and see whether 
vou understand that the ideas set forth by the Mexican delegates are 
those which you understand to be those held by the Mexican labor 
organizations generally in Mexico. 

t appears from the minutes of this meeting that Delegate Green, 
oe to the sixth proposition submitted by the Mexican Federa- 
tion of Labor, and who was chairman of the committee on resolu- 
tions, said: 3 
Mr. Chairman, regarding the sixth paragraph we recommend that the execu- 
five council of the American Federation of Labor make an investigation of the 
question referred to herein and take such action in connection therewith as 
ther deem necessary. 

Now, that at once aroused the delegates, and particularly Mr, 
rompers, president of the American Federation of Labor, who was 
presiding over this Pan American Labor Conference, Mr. Gompers 
demanding to know what the Mexican delegates meant by proposing 
that resolution. Various Mexican delegates, and various other dele- 
gates, principally Americans, took part in the discussion. Quoting 
from Mr. Gompers : 

For the information of all the delegates, let us know specifically what there 


i pan What is it; what offenses are charged against them; what they are 
D Jail for? 
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Delegates MoroneEs. We are not able to give references or mention names, 
but in as much as the information has come to us, we desire to obtain informa- 
tion for ourselves through the proposed investigation, and thus have the oppor- 
tunity to rectify the statements made in the propaganda that has been spread 
throughout Mexico. Also, we would have the pleasure of being the first to 
obtain the object of justice we seek. 


It appears that some of the Mexican delegates supported the 
Green suggestion, with the amendment that Mexican delegates should 
be represented upon the investigating committee. The discussion 
grew warm, when Delegate Quintero, of the House of the World's 
Workers, Mexico City, said: 


I am going to make a frarik statement in reference to that proposition to 
which Comrade Morones has alluded, due to the fact that Mr. Gompers wants 
us to speak clearly about it. In the mind of the Mexican workmen, as well as 
those organizations affiliated with the Mexican Federation of Labor, the Fed: 
eration of Syndicates, and the House of the World’s Workers, it is vot to 
prisoners jn general that we refer, as suggested by Mr. Gompers, but to the 
workers who belong to the I. W. W. (the Industrial Workers of the World), 
tho were jailed by the American Government on the charge of baving made an 
active propaganda against the recruiting of soldiers, 


It appears that the discussion was continued by Delegate Tobin, of 
the American Federation of Labor, Delegate Salcedo, of the Mexican 
Federation of Labor, or rather, of the Mexican Newspaper Workers’ 
Union, and others, during which Delegate Ruiz, Grand Union of the 
Industrial Workers of the World, Torreon, Coahuila, said: 


Mr, Chairman, it is not in my mind to make incriminations in a formal manner 
in any way whatever against the American Federation of Labor. But we have 
the information or Knowledge in the union at Torreon called the Industrial 
Workers of the World that the American Federation of Labor in the United 
States has followed the policy that whatever is not worthy the American Fed- 
eration of Labor is against it; and, according to our information, it is for that 
reason that the Industrial Workers of the World are looked upon with the de- 
gree of hatred, of dislike that I have spoken about. I say that if the American 
Federation of Labor is seeking to establish a principle of universal fraternity 
which would benefit all labor organizations, then the American Federation of 
Labor should net condescendingly in reference to the methods heretofore em- 
ployed by the Industrial Workers of the World and not antogonize them in any 
sense, because if you are talking of democracy within the ranks of the American 
Federation of Labor they should be left alone to think freely and be permitted 
to develop their propaganda in the way that they understand it; for it is 8 
contradiction to proclaim liberty and on the other hand gag the free right of 
speech in another way. 


Delegate Alpine, and other Americans, undertook to reassure the 
Mexican delegates, and to convince them that the American Federa- 
tion of Labor was really a democratic labor organization, etc. Mr. 
Gompers finally spoke at some length, calling attention of the Mexi- 
can delegates, among other things, to the course of the American 
Federation of Labor with reference to the Mexican political troubles. 
Among other things, he said: 


At the outset let me say that there is a peculiar notion prevailing among 
some of the delegates, who seem to think that it is a gracious act on thelr part 
to accept the invitation and attend this conference. 

The invitation to participate in this conference is the result of years of work 
of the American Federation of Labor to assist the Mexican people. It had its 
beginning when there was a revolutionary element among the working people 
of Mexico against President Diaz. and we supported every effort made by the 
Mexican workers and the Mexican people for the overthrow of Diaz. 

When the Mexican revolutionists found their way into the United States, it 
was the organized American labor movement that protested against the Govern- 
ment giving up to Diaz the men, the Mexican revolutionists, who were in the 
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United States, and it was the Atnerican labor movement which prevented our 
Government turning the men over to Diaz, who probably would have had them 
put in jail or killed. 

We were with the movement of Madero so that the people, the working people, 
of Mexico might have the opportunity of free development. It was the American 
labor movement that helped to destroy and overthrow the assassin, Huerta. 
And it was the American Federation of Labor, when Mexico and the United 
States were at the point of war, that stepped in and did everything within its 
power to prevent a conflict between the two countries. 

Whether in Russia or Ireland, whether in Mexico or in any other country 
on the face of the globe, wherever the people endeavor to secure freedom and 
justice, the American Federation of Labor puts forth its best efforts to assist 
them. 

The work of the American Federaltion of Labor for the people and the working 
people of Porto Rico has put them in conditions economic, political, and socio- 
logical equal if not better than any other people in any Central or Latin-Ameri- 
can countries. 

Come back for a moment to Mexico. Two years ago when the proclamation 
was issued by Carranza making it a criminal offense punishable by death for 
any workman to engage in a strike, it was the American Federation of Labor 
Which compelled the adoption in the Mexican constitution of the right of the 
workmen of Mexico to strike for their rights. 

$ * * * * * * 

It is all very good for any one to say, “ Why not give these people, the I. W. W., 
the opportunity to live and work out their own propaganda just as they want 
to” But I want to say this to you, my friends, that we have one labor move- 
ment, cohesive, militant, and determined, in the United States of America, and 
because we have one labor movement in America we occupy a position of power 
and intuence to bring a better time into the lives of the working people of our 
country, - 

The I. W. W.'s in the United States are exactly what the Bolsheviki are in 
Russia, and we have seen what the I. W. W. Bolsheviki in Russia have done for 
the working people in Russia, where the people have no peace, no security, no 
land, and no bread. 


Among other speakers on the proposition, Delegate Green again 
addressed the conference, and among other things said : 


When Bill Haywood, the leader of the I. W. W.’s in America, was on trial 
at Boise, Idaho, in days gone by, charged with murder, it was not the I. W. W. 
that furnished him the money that enabled him to prove his innocence, hut it 
was the bona fide organized labov movement of America that gave him money 
which paid the bill in order to free Bill Haywood. That trial alone cost the 
orginized-labor movement of America hundreds of thousands of dollars. And 
alter Bill Haywood, the leader of the movement, was set free. hecause of the 
money supplied by the organized-labor movement in America, he was so un- 
Fratelul that he started out to organize a dual movement and destroy the very 
union which had saved his life. | 

Practically from the day he was given his liberty— after the organized-labor 
movement had out of their pockets poured in thousands of dollars in an effort 
to set him free—he began to develop his plan to sow the seeds of poison in 
the organized-labor movement and undermine it. Ever since that day he has 
hot let an opportunity go by to attempt to destroy the American Federation 
of Labor, and the results of the poison he has sown are shown in the attitude 
that some of you have taken here. 

Mr. Gates, it appears from the proceedings as published of this 
labor conference that Mr. Gompers very vigorously opposed any 
sympathy with the I. W. W. in the United States, and attacked the 
organization in this country, and that many of those Mexican dele- 
rates, and particularly Quintero, apparently entertained the belief 
that r. Gompers’s opposition was to the I. W. W. as a rival organi- 
zation of the American Federation of Labor. The resolution ap- 
parently was not voted upon, but was referred to the executive com- 
mittee after a lengthy discussion. 
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From the statements made by Mr. Gompers as to the participation 
of his organization in Mexican political affairs, and from the trend 
of that controversy at Laredo, and the expressions of the different 
delegates, and from what you know yourself personally of labor condi- 
tions and of the peculiar characteristics of the inhabitants of Mexico— 
or at least of 80 per cent, constituting the working class of Mexico— 
in your opinion, does Mr. Gompers or does the American Federation 
of Labor really understand the Mexican labor condition, and, in 
your opinion, can the ordinary Mexican laborer, member of the 
Casa del Obrera Mundial and allied kindred organizations, appre- 
ciate and understand the principles of trade-unionism as practiced 
by the trade-unionists of the United States? 

Mr. Gates. No, to both questions. 

The CHairman. Then, when the Mexican workingman, or Indian, 
or half-breed citizen, ordinarily known as the Mexican, has preached 
to him doctrines of freedom and equality, and hears criticisms and 
abuse of the employers, is it your judgment that the impression made 
upon him is that he shall obtain relief through peaceful means—by 
the ballot, by organization, by the strike, or by other methods common 
to the intelligent workingmen in other portions of the world—or that 
he should adopt other means to attain his ends; and if so, what 
means? 

Mr. Gares. The only means they know of down there is a revolt. 
when conditions have become intolerable. 

The Cuatrman. What do you mean by “ revolt ”? 

Mr. Gares. By arms and by force, to take the gun. I recently 
attended a lecture at which the lecturer used a phrase that sunk in 
my mind. and which I think answers your question. He showed on 
the sereen a picture of the places in Mexico City where the poor 
people, especially the Indians, herded and lived, and said, “ If a man 
came to you, living there, and he said, ‘ Come. get liberty,’ would you 
not go and fight, if only for a chance to hope?” 

The Crramrman. Does liberty. as spoken of by these people, mean 
liberty as we understand it, or does it mean individual license to do 
what vou please? 

Mr. Gares. As used by these propagandists, in every case, license 
to do as they please. As understood by the Indian. or the ordinary 
worker, it means the liberty to have his own little home and be let 
alone; but to those who prey upon him it means a chance to loot, 
and shoot and rape. 

The Cuatrman. Then, granting, as we all grant, the sincerity and 
purity of the motives of Mr. Gompers, in interfering, as he says that 
he has interfered, with the political affairs of Mexico, in your judg- 
ment. has that interference, with the results which he has mentioned 
in this speech to the labor conference, has such effort and such inter- 
ference upon his behalf resulted beneficially or injuriously to the 
common people of Mexico? l 

Mr. Garrs. They have resulted injuriously to the common man m 
Mexico, and the health of Mexicans themselves, equally as has the 
interference which has been going on by President Wilson for the 
past eight years, against which Mexico has been fighting—ignorant 
interference in the affairs of other people and telling them how to 
behave. 
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The Cuarrman, In view of the statement that Mr. Gompers made 
that the American Federation of Labor secured or forced the incor- 
poration into the Mexican Constitution of the provision allowing 
strikes, have vou had your attention called to the strike order of Car- 
ranza to which he referred ? 


Mr. Gares. I have. 7 
The CHairman. Have you a copy of that order before you? 


Mr. Gates. I have. 
The CHarrwan, That mav be placed in the record at this point. as 


a part of the testimony. 
(The document referred to is as follows:) 


CARRANZA’S DECREE OF DEATH TO RREAK UP STRIKE. 
AUGUST 1, 1916. 

Venustiano Carranza. first chief of the constitutionalist army, charged with 
the executive power of the nation, and in view of the extraordinary faculties 
in me vested, and considering that the conduct of the labor syndicates in the 
present case constitutes. without doubt an attack on public peace, for, as it has 
been shown, it is inspired by the enemies of the Government with the intent and 
purpose of making it impossible to avail itself of its own resources so much 
Needed for the pacification and reestablishment of order in the country, and 
discriminating against the constitutionalist paper, depriving it of the value 
fixed upon it by law, and as it could happen that the law of January 25, 1862, 
should not cover other cases and persons besides the principal promoters of 
the present strike, it is indispensable to widen the scope of the said Inw and 
mike it applicable ta cases which surely would have been covered by it had 
this means of disturbing the public peace and antagonizing the government 
been known at the time it was issued. 

In view of the foregoing, I have decreed the following: 

Article 1. Besides the disturbers of the public peace, punished by death, as 
prescribed by the law of January 25, 1862, the death penalty will also be im- 
posed on the following: | 

1. Those who may incite the suspension of work in factories or enterprises 
destined to public service, or who may propagate the suspension of work; 
these who preside over meeting in which it is proposed, discussed or approved; 
these who may defend or sustain same; those who may approve or subscribe 
same; those who may assist to those meetings and not withdraw from same 
Wen learning their object; and those who may endeavor to make it effective 
upon bheing declared : 

2. Those who, availing themselves of the suspension of work in factories on 
enterprises mentioned, or in any others, or with the object of aggravating or 
Inpesing {t, should destroy the property of the enterprises employing the 
workmen interested in the strike or in any manner cause its deterioration, or 
deteriorate or destroy the property of any enterprise whose workmen it is 
desired should join the strike; and those who with the same object. in view 
Provoke publie disturbances, be it against public employees or civilians, or em- 
ploy force against the person or property of citizens, or who may take posses- 
Sion of, deteriorate, or destroy publie or private property : and 

3. Those who by threats or force prevent others from lending their services 
to the companies or enterprises against which the strike is declared. 

Article 2. The offense to which this law refers will be of the competence of 
the same military authority authorized to judge and punish offenses prescribed 
hy the law of January 25, 1862, and will be prosecuted and punished in the 
Site terms and proceedings as preseribed by decree No. 14 of the 12th of 
Iwcember, 1913. 

l. therefore, order it printed, published, and circulated for its due observance. 

Issued at the City of Mexico, on the 1st day of August, 1916, 

V. CARRANZA. 


Mr. Gares. In addition to that I will say I heard in Yucatan—I did 
not believe it until it was demonstrated to me beyond a doubt—that 
Alvarado had issued a similar decree in the preconstitutional period 
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that anyone who talked against his agrarian legislation should be 
shot. nd Yucatan is the most peaceful part of the world. The 
Yucatacans are noted for their smiling peacefulness. They are 
always smiling. 

The Cuarrman. The statement contained in Mr. Gompers’s speech 
and in various articles which he has published as to the success of 
his efforts with reference to the Madero revolution, and also his 
statement that the American Federation of Labor embraces all the 
great labor organizations of the United States, except the four rail- 
road organizations, suggests to me another question which I desire 
to ask you. 

Do you know what became of the American railroad men em- 
ployed on all of the railroad lines in Mexico prior to the incoming 
of the Madero administration ? 

Mr. Gares. I have at various times heard, and I have seen some 
papers, and I have here some papers, reports of railroad men there. 
of which I had already heard, of a systematic discrimination against 
' the American workers upon the railroads of Mexico, which, 1f my 
memory and information is correct, resulted in their having to leave 
practically en masse. 

The Cuatrman. What paper do you-refer to? Have vou there 
a report of any of the officers of the railroad organizations operating 
in Mexico? 

Mr. Gates. That 1s what these are. They are engineers and con- 
ductors and members of the railroad organizations. One was the 
Order of Railway Conductors. 

The CrHamMan. I notice one signed by W. K. Suit, chief con- 
ductor. 

Mr. Gates. Yes, sir. 

The Cuairman. That will be placed in the record at this point. 
- (The document referred to is as follows:) 


[The Railway Conductor, Vol. XXLX, pp. 444-445. ] 


GUADALAJARA, Mexico, April 18, 1912. 
To the officers and members, Division 564, O. R. C. 


BROTHERS: It is with profound regret that it has become my duty fo an- 
nounce to you the necessity of surrendering the charter of our division 
However painful it may be, it would be more so if I could look back over the 
events that have transpired in the last two years with an impartial eye and 
see where it was due to our failure in doing our duty either as conductors 
in railroad service or to a Jack of loyalty to the Order of Railway Conductors. 
The discontinuation of the division is due to the never-ceusing agitation of 
the unreliable railroad element among the Mexicans that never has and never 
will do good service. 

This same class of people has succeeded in ruining the only effective g0v- 
ernment that Mexico has ever had, and they are now engaged in destroying 
the business institutions that have been built up by foreign talent and money 
during the last 30 years of peace and prosperity. 

They have also taken advantage of the weak and tottering government at 
a time when they have not the strength to resist and have captured the 
grentest business institution in Mexico and will proceed to wreck it as they 
have the Government. 

We did not lose our positions because we are making demands that are 
unreusonable. We have lost them because the railroad management, working 
under the support of the Government, has annulled the agreement for the 
purpose of forcing us out of the service, as they see it, n few at a time. 90 
that it will not cripple the service, and at the same time knowing that they 
have us at their mercy. 
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I am proud to know that each and every one of you are not only true Ameri- 
cans, bat that you are loyal O. R. C. brothers, and that all of you have responded 
to the demand for justice. 

Our experience in Mexico and the history of the Texas colony under Mexican 
rule has taught us that the moment he hecomes your master he sets himself 
Upon a royal throne and expects you to worship him, and if you dare to resent 
his rule you make of him a lifelong enemy, and from that time on you are never 
free from his treachery, and for that reason vou have chosen to go down in 
defeat, fighting like the brave defenders of the Alamo, rather than to submit 
toa brutal ruler and be slaughtered like the Texans at Goliad. 

We may be defeated in one sense of the word, but by the fight you have made 
vou have saved your pride and dignity and have assisted in creating a senti- 
ment in the civilized world that will some day bring results. 

By the assistance of the O. R. C. the undesirable railroad man has been 
removed from Mexico and the company is now losing the best men that have 
ever worked in Mexico, and from the various tests of diplomacy, judgment, 
and nerve to which you have been subjected in the past 18 months, I feel free 
in saving that vou stand head and shoulders above any publie servants in the 
world today. Like the captain of a ship, a conductor's first duty is the care 
and protection of his passengers. 

The Madero rebellion broke out in Mexico about the time the sentiment 
against the Americans was so strong, partly on account of the rapist, Rodriguez, 
who was lynched in Texas, and partly because the Americans had the best 
railroad jobs, In addition to this sentiment against us, we came in contact 
with both of the bitter factions and were often asked by both parties to express 
our opinions regarding the situation. We saw the rough element gradually 
get bolder: we saw thieves and pickpockets, who had been in prison, reappear 
and begin their bold work; we saw the army and the local authorities lose 
ontrol of the people; we saw the small bands collect and move about, as we 
pissed through the country. In fact, by virtue of our position, we held the 
pulse of the nation in our hands, and when we realized that the peon mobs 
could be called nothing but bloodthirsty savages, we all made up our minds, 
for the protection of the women and children, not to allow any soldiers to ride 
m passenger trains through the dangerous territory, where the rebels were 
likely to hold the trains up, Knowing that If they saw soldiers they would not 
hesitate to shoot into the trains and kill everybody in sight in an effort to kill 
a few loyal soldiers. 

By this method, you have made enemies of one faction, while your motives 
Were hot understood by others. Many trains were delayed. and in some cases 
you have refused to go into the danger zone and tie up trains, until you were 
sure that the line was safe for your passengers. Some of you were subjected 
to the vile abuse by army officers, and threntened to be placed in irons. Other 
People openly asked the question, “ Are you in sympathy with Madero and the 
rebellion?” “Are you openly taking part in the fight to overthrow the govern- 
ment?” While others boldly asserted that you should be shot down on the 
spot. But with all the intimfidations, not one of you retreated from the stand 
you had taken, which showed your rare judgment and nerve to back it up, and 
after mature reflection the traveling public, which represents most all of the 
Nations of the earth, realized that you were right, and that you did not do 
this through sympathy with any faction, but to protect your passengers, and 
they indorsed your actions. Although some of you were ordered taken out of 
service by the government, not one of you lost your positions. 

Neither the raflroad company nor the public can afford to lose such servants as 
you are, but just and right can not prevail under existing circumstances. The 
American tourist, who formerly found a courteous guide on every passenger 
truln, in the form of an American conductor, will now spend his vacation in 
seme other part of the world, realizing that he would be among people who 
do not know how to appreciate him. and the hundreds of poor beggars who 
mithered up the pennies freely given by Americans in days gone by will go 
hungry to bed in the future. 

The United States of America, by the Monroe doctrine, assisted by sending 
An American Army to the Rio Grande in 1865, handed Mexico her liberty on 
a silver platter and has protected her ever since. Our reward is now being 
received in the form of about nine-tenths of our citizens fleeing from the 
‘“untry under humiliating circumstances to save their lives. while others are 
being shot down like mad dogs by a lot of savages whose brains are pickled 
m alcohol and their nerves wrecked by immoral living, and who, convinced 


2842 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


that they can not compete with honest business men in respectable pursuits 
of life. have turned loose to Jay the country to waste in their own natura! 
way. Every American who has been in touch with the situation, and every 
citizen of other civilized countries, sees the necessity of adding the “bir 
stick ” to the Monroe doctrine, and the only question is, ‘* When will it be done?’ 

Every voter of the hundred thousand conductors and engineers in the Unite 
States of America should see that this question is put to the candidates for 
President of the United States in the campaign which has opened here, and 
not let them get away from it until they have fully expressed their opinions 
in public on the question. 

I can not refrain from expressing my special appreciation of the never- 
tiring efforts of our secretary, Brother A. W. Earnest, for his work for the 
good of the order, and especially in behalf of Brother James A Cook while 
he was in prison at Guadelajara, partly due to the same influence of the same 
element that is destroying the country in an effort to humiliate the American 
railroad men and drive them from the Republic. Also Brother D. A. Kelly, 
our local chairman of the grievance committee, who has had to fight on every 
inch of ground he bas covered for many months, and has proven a true and 
loyal brother and a first-class grievance man in every respect. Also our gen- 
eral chairman, Brother T. Eccles, of whom I can say that in all of my 3 
years of railroading I have never known a brother to have to face so many 
complicated and humiliating questions. Nor have I ever seen a man handle 
them as successfully as Brother Eccles has done. 

But there is a limit to all things, and we have arrived at the limit of our 
endurance and forebeurance in Mexico, and may God be with you all, and 
deliver you to the other side of the Rio Grande in safety. 

I thank you all for the support and respect you have shown me in my 
efforts to serve the order and the brothers. 

Yours, in P. F. 
W. K. Suit, Chief Conductor. 

Mr. Gates. And there is also a resolution at a special meeting, 
thanking Brother Suit for his “untiring efforts in our behalf, and 
in particular for his letter announcing the necessity of disbanding 
the division.” 

The CuairmMan. That is the Guadalupe local I presume? 

Mr. Garrs. That is the Guadalupe local. l 

And here is another letter from Laredo, Tex., signed by Corrigan 
and Curtis. 

The CyHairmMan. That appears to be an address to the American 
people. l 

Mr. Gares. It is. 

The Cunairman. Corrigan is an official of the Brotherhood of Loco- 
motive Engineers, and Curtis is vice president of the Order of Rail- 
way Conductors. Those documents, the resolution you referred to, 
and this address to the American people may go in the record at this 
point. 

(The documents referred to are as follows:) 


THE RAILWAY CONDUCTOR. 


[P. 443, Vol. XXIX.] 

GUADELAJARA, MEXICO. 

The following is from the minutes of a special meeting held April 18, 1912: 
“Moved and seconded that a vote of thanks be extended our chief conductor. 
Brother W. K. Suit, for his untiring efforts in our behalf, and in particular 
for his letter announcing the necessity of disbanding the division, giving an 
outline of the situation in this country, and that a copy of this letter be sent 
to each member of the division and to the Railway Conductor, Carried unani- 

mously. 
Yours, truly, in P. F., 
A. W. EARNEST, 
Secretary Division 549. 
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ENGINEERS AND CONDUCTORS RETIRE FROM SERVICE OF THE MEXICAN NATIONAL 
RAILROAD. 


{From Locomoive Engineers’ Journal, Vol. XLVI, 1912, p. 599.] 


i LAREDO, TEx., April 17, 1912. 
To the American public: 

Believing that the American people are interested and that they have a right 
to know the facts in connection with the forced withdrawal from the service of 
the National Railways of Mexico of several hundred American citizens who 
have for many years been employed by these railways as engineers and con- 
ductors, we submit the following statement covering the situation: We are 
prompted to do so because we feel that the flagrant discrimination by the 
Mexican Government against American citizens is deserving of consideration 
at the hands of the American peuple. 

It is well known that when American capital was invited to Mexico to 
develop that country through railroad building, it was necessary to secure from 
the United States, or some other foreign country, experienced men to operate 
the railways owing to the fact that the native citizens were totally incapable 
of doing so. The engineers and conductors were generally secured in the 
United States. and went to Mexico under assurances of fair treatment as to 
wages and conditions of employment, which were set forth in contract stipula- 
tions between the management of the railways and committees representing 
these employees. This arrangement operated to the mutual satisfaction of all 
concerned, and no serious controversy arose between the railways and the 
organizations of engineers and conductors until the Mexican Government 
cured control of the greater part of the railway mileage of Mexico; but 
since that time there has been carried on a deliberate and sustained system 
of discrimination against American engineers and conductors, the sole purpose 
of which was to force American empoyees out of the service without regard 
to the fact that many of them have worked faithfully for these railways for 
from 20 to 30 years, having left the United States in the prime of manhood 
When there were practically no Mexican citizens capable of performing the 
duties of engineers and conductors. 

These men have given the best years of their lives to the service of the 

Mexican railways, as well as giving the benefit of their knowledge and expe- 
rience to the Mexican people, and now, upon the demand of certain labor 
organizations of native sons, who have taken for their slogan “ Mexico for 
Mexicans ” and who covet the positions that have been filled so long and 
efficiently by the Americans, the Mexican Government basely ungrateful of 
the services rendered by the Americans, has issued instructions through its 
secretary of communications abrogating the agreements between the railways 
and the American employees, and imposing conditions upon said employees im- 
possible of fulfillment. 
_A word here as to ownership of the railway properties involved may be of 
interest: Out of a capitalization of nearly $450.000.000 the Mexican Govern- 
went has only put into the properties in actual cash approximately $4,500,000. 
It is true that in exchange for $49,400, more than one-half of the $230,000,000 
authorized stock, the Government guarantees the principal and interest on 
certain outstanding bonds. While this deal gave the Mexican Government con- 
trol of the railways involved, under certain unknown contract limitations, it 
did not make said railways exclusive Government institutions to the extent 
of justifying the clamor of Mexican citizens that none but Mexicans were en- 
titled to employment thereon. 

We quote below from the declaration of principles of one of the native 
Mexican organizations to show that the fact of being an American would pro- 
hibit one from continuing in the employment of the Mexican railways: 

“Society of the Defenders of the Rights of Mexican Railroad Men. Slogan, 
Mexico for Mexicans. The Mexicanization of the national railways has become 
an imperious necessity and should be done, not only by placing Mexicans in 
positions ag firemen, brakemen, engineers, conductors, and dispatchers, but by 
elevating them to the high positions of administration, making them general 
agents, general superintendents of divisions, motive power. etc. The society 
has been projected with the sole object of forcing off, and carrying into effect, 
the Mexicanization of the Mexican railways, ete.” 

In addition to the above there is abundant evidence to show that the pur- 
Pose of the Mexican organizations, supported by the Mexican Government, 
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is to eliminate American employees from the service of Mexican railways. 
It is estimated that there are something Hke 600 American engineers and 
conductors in the service of these railways, and these men were forced to 
retire upon dictation of the native labor organizations of Mexico, supported by 
the Government, in the face of the fact that, as shown by the preliminary 
report of the thirteenth census, there are in the State of Texas alone 123817 
native-born Mexicans enjoying freedom of employment in accordance with their 
capacity, and suffering from no discrimination on account of their nationality 
from either the Government of the United States, American employers, 01 
organizations of employees. 

In view of the determined attitude of the Mexican Government to displace 
Americans, and after having exhausted every possible means of securing such 
terms as would guarantee fair and just treatment, the American engineers 
and conductors decided to withdraw from the service of the National Rail- 
ways in a body instead of suffering themselves to be displaced in small num- 
bers at a time at the convenience of the authorities, and in the meantime not 
only place their lives in jeopardy, but be subject to humiliation and insult at 
the hands of Mexican employees and organizations coveting their positions and 
desiring their hasty departure. 

We have every reason to believe that our Government has not only been 
fully advised as to the foregoing, but that it has, through diplomatic channels, 
made representations to the Mexican Government in our behalf, for which we 
are duly grateful; and in common with thousands of our countrymen, who 
have been foreed out of Mexico, leaving millions in property behind them on 
account of dangers due to the strong anti-American feeling existing there, we 
submit our wrongs to such further consideration as may be proper for our 
Government to give them. 

E. Corrigan, A. G. C. E. B. of L. EF. 
E. P. Curtis, V. P., 0. R. C. 


The CuairmaN. Did you ever hear of the American Federation of 
Labor interesting themselves in behalf of these American railroad 
men who were run out under the Madero administration ? 

Mr. Gates. They may have done so, but I have not heard of it. 

The Cuairman. Then, I presume. that is one of your reasons for 
thinking that possiblv the American Federation of Labor does not 
understand tabor conditions in Mexico? 

Mr. Gares. Part of them. 

The Cuamman. The committee has had the testimony of Charles 
A. Gardner, taken at San Antonio, Tex., one of the railroad men 
driven out of that country, so we will not pursue that line further. 

Now, Mr. Gates, from your knowledge of Mexico and Mexican 
conditions, I want to ask vou, in vour opinion, with reference to the 
great majority of the common people of Mexico, a large per cent of 
the total number of people inhabiting that country, Indians, or 
so-called Mexicans. constituting possibly 85 per cent, what is the feel- 
ing among those people generally, the Zapatistas. with whom vou are 
familiar, the Zapotecs, in Tehuantepec, the Yucatecans, the fol- 
lowers of Meixueiro, of Pelaez. and even those who have acquiesced 
in the Carranza régime, with reference to America and to the Um 
States? 

Mr. Gares. I found nothing but friendship and a desire for 
American cooperation on all sides throughout my entire trip through- 
out the country, except with those small bodies of people constituting 
the present official Carranza military dictatorship and those who are 
profiting by it. That is, that Pan-Latin, one big union, bolshevist 
aggregation of which we have been talking, represented by Car- 
ranza’s desire to put the Saxon in his place, hatred of the American, 
to drive us out, and Alvarado’s desire to erect a syndicalistic State: 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 2845 


The rest are very friendly to the United States and welcome our 
cooperation, although patriotic in desiring to retain the sovereignty 
of their own country. 

The CHairMaN. Are you or not in favor of armed. intervention 
by the United States in Mexican affairs? 

Mr. Gates. I have stated myself to be as pronounced an anti- 
interventionist in that sense as you will find in the United States. 
I wouldn't consider that, after having wrecked Mexico with eight 
years of political interference, with maintaining in power a dictator 
whose personal reaction was the same as that of our present incum- 
bent, who has been maintained in power solely by his will, against 
the will of the Mexican people, who have been fighting for their own 
homes. during which time Mexico has heen reduced to misery; if 
we take advantage of that situation. if the result is what it seems to 
me the necessary end to which it would tend. and enter upon an 
invasion, an armed intervention into Mexican affairs, it would be 
a stain upon our American honor that we would never have an oppor- 
tunity to explain away, and would support those people in the 
belief which they hold of this Government that. especially in the 
later years, in the past eight years. its policy has been Machiavellian. 
I wish to put that as clearly and plainly as I can put it. It has been 
my policy and belief throughout the whole. I found it all through 
Mexico. : 

The Cuairman. Suppose there is no friendly interference, or inter- 
ference of any other character by this government, in some way in 
Mexican affairs, what will be the immediate future of Mexico, in 
your judgment ? 

Mr. Gates. In my judgment, the present break up of Carranza is 
the breaking up of exploiting among themselves. I would antici- 
pate—no man can prophesy—but from the events of the day, I would 
anticipate the early triumph of some of the leaders, apparently at 
present Obregon; within a year or so, dissension: then continuing 
quarrels; finally, if that continues from now until next vear some 
time, assuming that President Wilson chooses to take no step at all, 
which it must be assumed he will not do after his message to you 
thanking you for the opportunity to tell you that foreign affairs are 
hone of the Senate’s business, that Mexico for the rest of this year 
will know a depth of degradation to which the past 10 years would 
look like heaven. That is what I look for. 

The Cuairman. I thank you very much for your interesting and 
intelligent testimony, and your enlightening statement and assistance 
which you have given to the committee. 

Mr. Gates. May I say that what we need with Mexico is Mexican 
sympathy. They ean receive us with open arms there. They meed 
our help. If we tender it to them in the right way it can be given, 
and we can have a certain friendly interest in our neighbors at our 
side., But she does need our help. and all the more she needs it be- 
Cause officially she has been put where she is. I regard that as im- 
posing upon us the responsibility. We should have a sympathetic 
understanding of her needs. She not only needs a great big loan to 
nance a receivership, but she needs reclamation, she needs restora- 
tion of industry, and above all, at the bottom and beginning'the end 
of the whole, is the enabling of the common man in Mexico, which 
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largely means the Indian, to have a little something to hope for and 
a home he is not afraid he is going to be robbed of. When there can 
come to us anybody out of the present chaos, if any opportunity 
should come out of that chaos, for the decent element with whom we 
might work, we might still save the situation and our honor; but we 
must do it with sympathy and with kindness. 

The CuyarrMan. Do you think that mere sympathy and under- 
standing, without actual. assistance, will avail anything in Mexico! 

Mr. Grates. No. It means going down there and taking off our 
coats and helping them economically: and also backing up in some 
way—that is difficult to say, because it looks like interfering—)hut 
backing up in some way, such as is proper, international relation- 
ship, a stable currency, and decent government. 

The CuHairmMan. Will mere recognition of such a government by 
the United States avail anything? 

Mr. Gates. If the recognition of the United States amounts to 
anything at present, flouted, as it has been, in all Latin-America: 
if we can get our recognition respected it would go a long ways. but 
it has not been respected since Bryan became our Secretary of State. 
We must back-track on that before our influence amounts to any- 
thing, and when we back-track then we can restore health. 

The CuHatrmMan. Would you extend help to Mexico merely by rec- 
ognition and leave her to secure financial aid from individuals m 
this country, or would you extend that financial aid directly by this 
Government to a government which would receive it in the proper 
spirit? 

PMr. Gares. I would give it by this Government if it was received 
with the proper spirit. My views upon that are represented by the 
document that I attached to my letter to Secretary Baker. They 
involve a rehabilitation of Mexico, and how it could be done with- 
out putting her into a receivership or giving her a political dictator- 
ship. I hoped that the opportunity might come, if President Wil- 
son would come to the position of recognizing Carranza as impos- 
sible, that something be done, and consequently I made these sug- 
gestions in my correspondence with Secretary Baker. I had the 
cooperation of a good many people in that, and it is not political 
and not a financial receivership. 

The CuairMan. Those suggestions are in those documents? 

Mr. Gates. Yes. I believe it could be done along those lines. 

The Cratrman. The committee is very much obliged to you, Mr. 
Gates. The committee will adjourn, subject to the call of the chair- 
man. 

EXHIBIT 4, 


To the President and the people of the United States of America, our neighbor 
ing Republic: 

In this hour of crisis, when it is held in the halance of the fates whether 
our country shall live as an Independent sovereign nation, we make you this 
appeal: 

For over six years our country has been torn by civil strife; for five of those 
six years a large part of its territory has been the prey of the most cruel and 
brutal tyranny our country has had to endure in all the past century of ifs 
efforts toward freedom. 

In 1914, after the overthrow of Huerta, Venustiano Carranza, as first chief 
of the army, named “ Constitutionalist ” because the object whereby it sought 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. - 9847 


the cooperation of the whole country, was the restoration of the constitutional 
onler broken by usurpation, with the return to a lawful régime under that 
constitution which cost so many lives and so many years of struggle before it 
came into being as the Palladium of our Liberties—Venustiano Carranza, we 
Ray, Was then offered the support of the country, tendering him the provisional 
presidency, and calling upon him for the immediate convocation of national 
elections, and the submission to the coming Congress and the several States, in 
due and constitutional form, of whatever legislative reforms the condition of 
the country demanded. 

Refusing everything but the provisional presidency. which he promptly ex- 
panded by his own sole autocratic decree into omnipotent powers, legislative 
and judicial as well as executive, Venustiano Carranza made himself the actual 
irresponsible dictator of Mexico, to a degree that is paralleled by no previous 
instance in our entire history. 

Annulling by a stroke of his pen that constitution he had sworn to defend 
aid restore, he proclaimed a “new thing” in the affairs of States—a ‘“-pre- 
constitutional period.” wherein by the power of the sword and bullet alone, 
in a country of peaceful citizens deprived by his decree of even the smallest 
weapon of self-defense against the “ banditry ” he claimed to be resisting, he 
and his adherents set out to fasten laws and regulations violative of every sort 
of justice and right, for the sole profit nnd enrichment of his civil and military 
supporters. With the most unbelievable shamelessness, in a so-called democ- 
ney, a so-called] government for the benefit and protection of the “ oppressed,” 
decrees were issued depriving all save his own supporters of even the sem- 
bane of the right of suffrage. Elections through his whole period, in those 
few cases where they have been ostentatiously held, have been the veriest farce. 

At the end of 1914 and the beginning of 1915, while still holding only a part 
of the national territory, and himself remaining in Vera Cruz. he and his 
adherents consummated an offensive and defensive alliance, by formal signed 
treaties, with that organization of international opposition to democratie and 
free institutions by the support of the majority, known vow in various countries 
as Bolshevists, Syndicalists, Spartacides, 1. W. W., and, among us, the Casa del 
Obrero Mundial. 

At the same period, Carranza, guided by his personal feelings against the 
allied nations, entered into relations with Germany: and with the German 
minister came German emissaries preaching then, four years ago, all the radical 
antisocial doctrines of the extreme Left to-day, just as two years later similar 
ne emissaries carried the same doctrines of antidemocracy and destruction 
o Russia. 

Throughout the entire period of the Great War, Venustiano Carranza, with 
his circle of adherents, Salvador Alvarado, Pablo Gonzales, Alvaro Obregon, 
Lufs Cabrera, Candido Aguilar, and many others, made a mockery of Mexico's 
pretended neutrality, gave all possible aid and comfort to the German side, and 
promised full future alliances, military and commercial, thus compromising the 
honor and safety of the country, and the peace of the Western World, in his 
sine and despotic plans. 

The diplomatic record of the past years has heen one to bring shame to the 
face of every Mexican who cares for his country’s international repute: and 
these long-continued and scarcely veiled insults are continuing to this day. All 
this relying upon the unwillingness of the American Government to resent such 
provocations by an attack upon a weaker nation at her border, already ex- 
hausted by the struggles of these years. 

During these six years our country has been reduced to the lowest abyss of 
misery ; nowhere in territory which can be reached by the armed bands of 
Carrancistas, masquerading as “ bandits ” or as “ Constitutionalists ” in turn, is 
life or honor or property safe. Production and all the course of business is 
almost at a standstill; our railroads do not run, save on a few lines, where all 
the remaining equipment is concentrated. With a budget nearly twice that of 
the nation 10 years ago, two-thirds of the revenues go into the maintenance of 
this army of depredation, the great part of the whole passing by padded pay 
rolls into the pockets of the higher officers; while throughout the whole country, 
wherever the control of Carrancismo reaches, to live by license has become the 
tormal mode. We are facing years or decades to remoralize and make sane the 
čeneral order, and bring about again the habits of peace and order in life. 

r school-teachers are reduced to actual stravation, being kept for months 
without even the pittance assigned them for their part in the social work, the 
hope of the future State; while for everyone in the protected circle of military 
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and civil authorities, there is the most complete immunity for any possible 
form of crime against person or property. The mere catalog of the unpun- 
ished crimes openly committed by these high and low officials and officers, 
from burglary, highway robbery, murder, and attacks: upon women to “ ban- 
ditry ” and the most shameless graft and looting of the public treasury, would 
fill a volume. The resources of the country are stripped bare. 

At this time also, following a long period of illegal and despotic confisca- 
tions of foreign-owned properties, formerly in production to the enrichinent 
of our country, the violation of treaty-guaranteed rights of those who had 
been invited by the credit and faith of the Nation to cast their lot among us 
for residence or business, and the murder of many hundreds of foreign citi- 
zen~“, we are oppressed by an accentuation of all these conditions that threat- 
ens the very life of the Nation, destroyed by its self-constituted masters. 

The so-called Government of Carranza does not control more than a frac- 
tion of the territory of the country. With control of the main ports and the 
railway lines and equipment, and thus controlling the wires and the mails, 
it is able to make a show of administration through the Republic. Along these 
lines, and the towns and cities held in this way, the rule is that of armed sol- 
diery in an unarmed and defenseless populace—the rule of terror, 

Away from these railroad lines, and where the Carranza soldiers can not 
pass save in major force, Mexicans of every rank have united for their own 
protection and that of their homes and laws, under different leaders. Such 
organized protecting and defensive bodies of citizen soldiery have maintained 
themselves intact through these years of trial; and though with scanty re- 
sources, With no help or support from abroad, or any ability, owing to inter- 
national neutrality laws, to bring in any form of supplies—for which. indeed. 
they have lacked and do still lack the resources for payment—these bodies 
do now control and protect the greater part of the national territory. 

In the latter months of 1914, when Venustiano Carranza refused the proffered 
support of the entire nation for a restoration at once of the constitutional order, 
and finding himself outnumbered in the convention of his own calling. retired 
to Vera Cruz to proclaim himself sole dictator and legislator for the Mexican 
people, with his syndicalist and German allies. he was disavowed by Smiliano 
Zapata and Francisco Villa, with their supporters in the south and in the 
north, Although Carranza was enabled some months later to take the capital, 
and then supported by the main arteries of import and the resources of the 
country Was able to extend his régime of destruction, military oppression and 
robbery through the Republic. these two forces have maintained themselves un- 
conquered through the ensuing five vears, to the present. 

In July, 1915, aroused to her own self-defense against these attacks upon law 
and life. and by the usurpation effected in the proclamation of the ‘ preconsti- 
tutional period,” the free and sovereign State of Oaxaca reassumed her sover- 
eignty under the constitution. until order and the constitutional régime could 
be again established in the nation. From that time until the present this State 
bas continued in the lawful and constitutional administration of the greater 
part of her territory. under the lawful State authorities, duly and constitution- 
ally elected in December, 1914: and by the afd and services, and the lives. of 
her sons, has defended herself and them. 

In 1916, for the purpose of ending this era of usurpation. and of fulfilling 
the obligation resting on all Mexicans to sustain and restore the constitution, 
which by its specific terms proclaims that it shall not lose validity by reason 
of any rebellion or usurpation. there was organized the “National Reorganiz- 
ing Army” under the leadership of Gen. Felix Diaz, as the effective outcome af 
protests voiced by him since 1914: and in the last three and a half years this 
foree has extended its effective protection through aifferent States of the 
Republic. 

Some time before the rural population of the northeastern parts of the Re- 
public, attacked by the Carrancista despoflers in their most essential rights, 
took arms to defend them and to restore law and order. placing Manuel Pelie? 
as commander in chief of the National Guards: upon the attempt of the egal 
Querétaro Assembly to impose a new constitution on the country. these guards 
were reorganized as the “revolutionary army,” to support and reinstate the 
national constitution of 1857; at the same period, in the trying times of the 
Great War, when the fates there hung in the balance. and the weights in that 
balance were the supplies of of] without which the allied navies would have been 
powerless, and when for a time there was but a few weeks’ supply of this fuel 
on band, the Carranza soldiers. aided by German-paid agitators, were seeking 
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to capture and destroy the wells on which that supply depended—these forces, 
under Manuel Peláez, firm in the defense of the rights made sacred by the con- 
stitution of 1857, and faithful to the cause of democracy and freedom in the 
world, protected, and still do protect, life and property in the Tampico and ad- 
joining regions. 

To-day the truth has come to light: and to-day Venustiano Carranza, your 
enemy, as he and his circle of officials are ours, is threatening to draw upon 
us the natural result of his and their crimes. We are about to be made to 
suffer for the crimes of those who have murdered our fellows. We—all Mexi- 
cans—are heing cried against for the deeds of our oppressors. Mexico is about 
to be called and treated as the enemy of your great democracy on account of 
the deeds we have now for five years resisted with our blood, committed by those 
few evil men who by their intrenched position have been enabled to do all 
these things. Carranza and the entire circle of his supporters without one 
single exception, have betrayed you and your placed trust and hopes as he did 
us and the support we gave him at that time. 

We are fighting for our liberties and our homes. The war in Mexico will 
never cease until that fight is gained. It can not cease. And contident thus in 
the truth which is now in its full time coming to the light, we appenl to vou, the 
President of the United States, and to you. the people of those United States, to 
give us that measure of relief and recognition to which we are entitled. 

You, Mr. President, we ask to grant us that recognition which is the bounden 
right of all who fight for their homes, their liberties, and their laws. We ask 
that we may be heard: that we may have a standing from which to speak and 
plead the cause of oppressed Mexico and her children, 

In order to establish this right and in order that there shall not come that 
invasion of Mexico which we know is as far from your desires ns it would he 
destructive of all our hopes and aspirations as free men, we will participate 
in a conference of all the leading organized elements now dividing the control of 
the territory of the Mexican Republie; that at this conference shall be considered 
the reconstruction and restoration to national health of the country that is ours 
and for which we and our fathers have fought. We ask that in this wav the 
great principles for which the peoples of the Western Hemisphere have declared 
thenselves—the principles o fdemocracy, self-government, the right of every 
individual ‘to life, Uberty, and the pursuit of happiness—shall be once more 
established and that your country and ours may go on as sister Republics, dif- 
ferent in inheritanee and blood, vet united by bonds of friendship and co- 
operation and with those common objects brought to birth for France in 1799, 
for you in 1776, and for us in 1810 and in 1857, 

Toward this end we, the signers hereto, forsourselves and all those we repre- 
sept aid these who have intrusted to us their defense, pledge to vou hereby our 
miel cooperation in the protetetion of life and property throughout the terri- 
tory of the Mexiean Federation. We pledge ourselves to unite in the formation 
of a provisional administration upon a coalition Dasis of the liberal elements— 
those elements that seek true demoeracy and the welfare of the Nation, to its 
lowest and humblest citizens, instead of personal power and authority or per- 
smal aggrandizement. 

For this great work of reconstruction of our distracted and desolated country, 
how in a like condition with so many otber countries in the world, help in 
resmrces and cooperation must be had. International problems must be met 
ind solved; rights must be adjusted and protected; the work of rehabilitation 
itself must he protected, especially in its earlier stages. To this end we frankly 
ask your ald, without humility or the derogation of self-respect; for we have 
suffered at the hands of oppressors, and we are economically destitute: we 
hive no resources left. save our love for our country and our self-respect as 
wen and Mexicans. But our country is rieh in herself. and by our work, once 
started on the rond, ean rebuild all. You. the American Nation. almost alone 
How among the peoples of the earth, are economically undestroyed after. the 
efforts of the past vears. We believe that a way can be found whereby you 
will Madly give, and we enn honorably enter into cooperation to that end, to 
your great advantage as to that of our country, and yet neither violative of 
Mexico's independent political self-determination nor submitting her to a con- 
lenceless or usurious financial control. 

This we believe of you, Mr. President. and we also believe it of the heart of 
the American people. 

To you, therefore, we address this appeal, in this critical hour of our country 
and in the affairs of the world. 
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For the “liberating” of the south and its general in command (first 
by appointment by Gen. Emiliano Zapata, and since the latter's death, by rati- 
fication of the officers and men): 

GILDARDO MAGANA, 

[SEAL ] By J. AMEZCUA, 

For the free and sovereign State of Oaxaca. in resumption under the con- 
stitution of its independent sovereignty, until the rule of that constitution shall 
be again recognized throughout the Republic, and for the general in command of 
the defensive forces of the State. 


GUILLERMO MEXUFIRO, 
[ SEAL. ] By WILLIAM GATES, 
SAMUEL G, MEIXUEIRO. 


“Constitution of 1857," the revolutionary army in control of the northeast of 
the Republic. general in command. 
MANUEL PELAEz, 
[ SEAL. ] By Dr. Moises Lopez. 
Commander in chief of the “ national reorganizing army.” 
GEN, FELIX DÍAZ, 
[ SEAL. } By PEpko DEL VILLAR 


Memorandum (not a copy of the original document): The foregoing was 
prepared in triplicate, for convenience and saving of time in the attachment 
of the signatures, No primacy among the signers is, therefore, implied in th: 
above order. 

The originals were delivered at the White House on September 9, 1919. 

A true copy. - 

[SEAL] > W. G. 

ExHipir 5, 
To the Nation: 

Revolutions are social necessities, crises which arise when Governments have 
closed the legal roads to the political progress of peoples; they strive for prin- 
ciples of social improvement, and ever inscribe on their banners the great de 
sires of those peoples, Should this nor be SO, should a revolution not carry 
from its beginning a great promise of social redemption, it would be dead from 
the cradle; and if later actions did not lead to the discharge of this promise the 
revolution would equally be condemned to death. For the inexorable laws of 
nature, Which impose themselves alike upon individuals and peoples, establish 
conservation as a universal principle, and neither peoples nor individuals change 
the normal course of their life, or break the regularity of their existence, oF 
venture upon great risks, except in presence of some greater benefit, before the 
vision of a greater happiness, or facing a future that augurs elevation in the 
moral order, progress in the material For this reason we repeat: revolutions 
which have not been the explosion of true ideals, or those which have later 
abandoned them, can not prosper: and armed movements that seek to impose 
them, never can succeed in so doing, for as said before, peoples as individuals 
react to the sentiment of conservation, and conservation necessitates better- 
ment. 

These clear and simple premises explain why Carrancismo and the socalled 
“ Constitutionalist ” forces sustaining it have not been able after more than two 
years, and never can be able, to reestablish and consolidate peace in the Re- 
public. 

The Carrancista movement arose on the 26th of March, 1913, in accord with 
the plan of Guadalupe, on the bases of disavowing Gen. Victoriano Huerta as 
President of the Republic, as a usurper, and disavowing as accomplices in his 
usurpation the legislative and judicial powers of the federation, who had recog- 
nized Gen, Huerta, as well as the State authorities who had accepted his Goy- 
ernment. The entire plan therefore rested on the respect due to our constitu- 
tional laws, guaranteed in our Magna Carta, and in the duty resting on all 
Mexicans to sustain those laws, even by force, when reason can no longer make 
itself heard. 

Carranza, then, on rising in arms, proclaimed the supremacy of the Constitu- 
tion and offered the Republic the defense of its violated principles. It was in 
truth a great promise. The Code of 1857 cost our ancestors so many and s0 
great sacrifices; so often has it been repeated that this code is the genesis of 
our political education and destined as the cement to our condition as free mel, 
and so intimately have we been convinced of these truths that all Mexicans who 
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have not lost faith in the reconstruction of our country feel ourselves pro- 
foundly moved and threatened when the precepts of that constitution are in 
danger—and at the same time feel ourselves strong to defend and maintain them 
anharmed. To this it is due that Don Venustiano Carranza, a man without 
any notable past, found political allies in the Republic, and that his call awoke 
echo in the breasts of many Mexicans. 

After a year and a half of contest, Carranza arrived at Mexico and, with 
the name of first chief of the so-called constitutionalist army, assumed 
the provisional presidency of the Republic. Carranza then changed radically, 
breaking with the principles by which he had triumphed. His ambitions, of 
low order and founded on no democratic education, together with the evil 
counsels of his favorites (who were many and without morality), brought 
him to forget all—absolutely all—his promises; and by a sanguinary irony of 
fate, the author of the Plan of Guadalupe. he who had in the name of the 
constitution disavowed Gen. Huerta and the other Federal powers, upon as- 
suming the Executive Office, himself declared abolished that very constitution 
and all the laws derived from it, He decreed that his Government would 
exercise its functions in a “ preconstitutional ” period—outside of the consti- 
tutional order; outside of all law. By this:means Carrancismo cast the Re- 
public into the most absolute anarchy and despotism; all rights and all guar- 
antees disappeared; no one knows where his property begins nor ends, nor 
knows how long he can dispose of his liberty nor his life; from that time the 
constitution and all the rest of the laws became substituted by the arbitrary 
will of Carranza and his favorites, thus establishing a purely personal Gov- 
ernment—an oligarchy, odious and impossible to bear. With the ideals dead, 
disorganization came of necessity. Villa, in spite of his crudeness (rudeza), 
saw that Carranza and his people were throwing the Republic into chaos, and 
demanded his withdrawal; Zapata, who until then had shown himself in gen- 
eral terms in sympathy with the revolution in the north, likewise demanded 
that Carranza surrender the power in order to do away with persenalism and 
bring peace. The State of Ouxaca, that heroic and glorious State, which had 
maintained itself in peace in the midst of disorder, without losing its normal 
life: which by its antecedents and its importance also figured as one of the 
factors upon whom rested the solution of the national destinies; that State, 
loving peace and the law, divorced itself from Carrancismo, demanding of that 
faction the respect for its sovereignty and the consideration due to the Ouxacan 
people and their legal and established Government. 

Carrancismo had gone too far upon the wrong path to consent to abandon it. 
Its leaders had -tasted the gratifications of command and enjoyed the fruits 
of their robberies; they came to consider as their sworn enemies not only those 
Who opposed them but those who, of morality or for shame, refused them 
their support in the enterprise of destruction and infamy they had embarked 
upon. It was the beginning of a new war more sanguinary and more cruel 
than what had preceded. Hostilities first broke out with Villa, then with 
Zapata, and later with many other leaders; and finally this State of Oaxaca 
Was invaded, the last refuge of the liberties and the last bulwark of our insti- 
tutions. It amounted to nothing that the constitutional authorities of the 
State showed that order reigned throughout its territory., that public services 
Were carried on efficaciously, that the people were in full enjoyment of their 
rights, and that the Government had implanted the reforms demanded by the 
progress of enlightenment and the needs of the time. ATl this availed nothing, 
We repeat; Carrancismo needed the booty of war, and the State of Oaxnea 
Was invaded. 

Carrancismo had shown itself ready for everything, absolutely for everything 
In order to continue possessing itself of the last remnants of spoil that. still 
remain on the blood-marked body of the country. This ill-omened faction hag 
by its conduct brought upon us invasion from outside, while it continues its 
fratricidal war, instead of repenting and mending its errors to the preservation 
of national integrity and dignity. But there is yet more. That felony we 
know as Carrancismo has passed the limits of the imaginable, inviting good 
Mexicans, patriots in heart, who, unwilling to light more fires of destruction 
Within the nation’s homes bad retired to private life—inviting these worthy 
Sms, we fay, for the repelling of intervention, and then when they had re- 
Hii to that call, surprising their good faith, forced them into the civil 
*UTUggle, 

With our national integrity compromised, and the Republic plunged into 
anarchy and the most unbridled despotism known in all our history, it is mat- 
ter of the most urgent and imperious necessity, to bring once more our good 
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faith into play, to send out the call to all good Mexicans and to make a supreme 
effort to reorganize its energies for the work of reconstruction, for true national 
reconstruction. The present moments are definitive, and we should take ad- 
vantage of them; the safety of our country demands it. The problem is arduous 
and difficult, especially because first of all there must be extirpated the ʻou- 
dition of armed chieftainship (caudillaje), the indispensable prerequisite to the 
doing away With personalism in Government; preventing the resting of the na- 
tional destines at a given moment in the hands of but one or two individuals. 
instead of lying in the hands of the Nation itself or its representatives. To 
this end there lies but one road open; to work from the periphery to the center: 
that is. to stimulate and bring about the reorganization of the larger number of 
the States of the Republic, that these may in turn bring about that of the 
Republie itself. It is a proceeding analogous to that followed by the States of 
the American Union in 1778, and will give us protection against that central 
absorption of power which the Federal powers have through our whole political 
life, in every epoch, practiced against the State authorities, and place us in the 
only condition permitting the reconstruction of our nationality and the salvation 
of our territory. 

To the State of Oaxaca there falls the honor and satisfaction of setting the 
example to the rest, its sisters, Its constitutional authorities, which to this 
day have not ceased to function, in spite of all the obstacles in their way, will 
soon reestablish themselves in the State Capital, and our efforts will soon give 
them the complete control of the entire territory of the State. 

In the other States of the Republie where men of good faith still are fighting 
against Carrancismo, this example should be followed. Those military com- 
manders which carry on operations along these lines in those States, can count 
for our aid to that end; and with the purpose that as soon ag any State is freed 
of the menace of Carrancismo, those commanders shall at once designate a 
provisional governor who will immediately convoke the people to the election 
of legislatures. 

The legislative branch duly organized, without loss of time elections for the 
executive and judicial State authorities shall follow. 

When the majority of the States shall have been reorganized upon the 
lines thus indicated, In accordance with the constitution of the Republic and the 
other general laws, and its own State Constitution and the laws appertaining, 
the representatives of these States shall convene for the nomination of a pro 
visional president, whose principal mission shall be the immediate calling 
of elections through the Republie for the National Congress. And with this 
body in session, he shall call elections in the Republie for the remaining Federal 
nuthorities. 

Mexicanos. the country calls upon us for a new saerifice; let us respond 
with resolution and love te the call, and bearing the sacred banner of our 
constitution, let us fight on until we win that its beneficent shadow covers and 
protects all. 


PLANS, 


First. There is reestablished in the Republic the dominion of the general 
constitution of the 5th of February. 1857, with its additions and reforms leg- 
ally adopted by the means which itself provides, and with the laws of reform 
and the others derived therefrom. 

Second. C. Venustiano Carranza, first chief of the so-called constitutional|st 
army. is disavowed, with all the authorities that he has imposed. 

Both citizen Carranza and those others who under his so-called government 
have held the position of authorities, shall be judged in accordance with the 
Jaws, for usurpation and such other crimes as they may have committed. 

Third. The States adhering to the present plan. and in which the consti- 
tutional authorities have disappeared, shall make all effort to free themselves 
from Carrancista control, and suceeding in this shall reorganize themselves 
under the Federal and State Constitution and the laws appertaining. For this 
purpose, the military leaders in each such State, opposing Carrancismo, shall 
in the shortest time possible meet to nominate n provisional governor, choosing 
for that post a native of the State itself, and a man whose character and frm- 
ness shall afford guarantees to the cause. With no loss of time the provisional 
governor shall call extraordinary elections for deputies to the State legislature. 
This body once reestablished, in order to proceed at once upon legitimate 
paths, shall as its first act appoint an acting governor. choosing for that post 
the person designated as provisional governor, if it sees fit. The acting 80v- 
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eruor shall then at once convoke elections for constitutional governor, und 
members of the judiciary. 

Fourth. All the States adhering to this plan shall, without the need of fur- 
ther agreements, constitute an offensive and defensive league against Carran- 
zismo, Shall maintain eonstant interconmmunication, nnd their governors ane 
military lenders shall aet in concert in the general operations. 

Fifth, The forces: organized in support of the presene plan shall be Known 
as the “Army of restoration of the Republie.“  (Bjército Restaurador de la 
Repiibliea. ) 

Sixth, As soon as a majority of the States shall have been duly organized 
under the constitutional order, the government of each one of those States 
shall name a representative to attend an assembly at a date and place to be 
duly set. In such gathering the representatives then of a majority of the 
States shall agree upon, and shall nominate by not less than a majority of 
votes, a provisional president of the Republic, who shall not be a military 
leader in the command of a foree. This provisional president shall be reeog- 
nized and supported by all the reorganized States, shall at once take possession 
af his office and call immediately extraordinary elections for Deputies to the 
National Congress, This body in session, it shall as its first act nominate an 
acting president. who may be the same as already named provisional presi- 
dent. This done, the acting president shall at once call extraordinary elec- 
tions for constitutional president, and members of the judiciary. 

Seventh. The offices of President of the Republie. and governor of uny of the 
States, shall not devolve upon military leaders in command of a foree. Such 
leaders can be nominated and elected for said offices, after the lapse of a year 
of separation from their military service. 

Fighti. The President of the Republic and the governors of the States, pro- 
Visional, acting or permanent, shall maintain from the moment of their assum- 
ing office that all their acts, and the acts of all other officials within their 
jurisdiction, shall conform strictly to the principles of the constitution of — 
1857, whieh is declared in force: causing to be restored to their owners imme- 
diately all property confiscated from them by the Carranzista or any other 
faction, and procuring that thenceforward all nationals and foreigners shall 
enjoy in their persons and interests the guaranties which the said constitution 
assures. The same authorities shall at once bring about the repatriation of 
the Mexicans now driven from the country by political perseeution and the lack 
of guaranties—those who may have been guilty of crimes remaining subject 
however to the law. 

Ninth. The new emissions of paper money put out by the so-called constitu- 
tional government headed by CŒ. Venustiano Carranza are declared null and 
of no value, 

The invitation is extended to all the States, to all military commanders, and 
to all Mexicans of good will, with distinction of political party, that, forgetting 
hatreds and past divisions, they adhere to the present plan, second it with 
efficacy, and cooperate with all their ability toward the early reorganization of 
the Republic, which means the salvation of our country. 

Ixtlan de Juarez, State of Ouxaca, October 11, 1916. 

For the division “national integrity’) and the other restoring elements of 
the north of the Republic. 

J. ISABEL ROBLES, 
General of Division. 


® 


For the division of the “Sierra Juárez “ and the other restoring elements of 


the free and sovereign State of Oaxaca, 
GUILLERMO MEIXUEIRO, 


‘ General of Division (Lic.). 


(Nore—Not long after the issuance of the above document, J. Isabel Robles, 
one of the most respected by all the various elements in the country, opposing 
the (arranzistas, was killed in the north of Mexico. After that. for lack of 
resources, Gen. Meixueiro, in cooperation with the State authorities. elected 
in the close of 1914, was able only to maintain defensive operations in the 
Mate away from the State cnpitul and the railroad lines.) 


1. The immediate clean-up of the customhouse and port services, stopping 
absolutely every kind of robbery und extortion, such as is now a national sean- 
dal. Nothing could more immediately influence public opinion in this country 
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and elsewhere than a change of that kind right where it is first felt by all persons 
doing business in or entering the Republic. 

2. Immediate steps to relieve the demoralization and heggary of the lowest 
classes, pot by charity but bhy work and care. If necessary, appeal for as- 
sistance in this matter to outside agencies—Red Cross or other—as is now being 
done for suffering, destitute peoples elsewhere. Do something at once in Mexico 
for those who need it most. 

3. Immediately institute the rule in all public services, including the rail- 
roads, telegraphs, and all civil offices, of prompt, courteous, and willing service 
to the public. Give that which is coming to characterize our best conducted 
businesses—what we refer to as service. If a traveler enters the wrong rail- 
road office for train information, let him not be dismissed with no effort to 
help him. And especially let this include the expediting of routine. If a mat- 
ter can be disposed of when presented or a signature pro forma attached in 10 
minutes. let not the public servant require the visitor to come back three or four 
times, at a waste of many hours, solely to impress the visitor with the clerk's 
authority and ability to make him wait. This fault is an economic waste and, 
besides, involves a totally wrong view of public service, that the egotism of a 
clerk should gratify itself at the cost of the service he is there to render, and 
the result of the opposite conduct is instant and far-reaching. Insist on good 
treatment, buen trato, in all public services, and you will remoralize every- 
thing; and it can be done easier in Mexico that here, provided the man at the 
top means business. 

4. That there be immediately selected, with greatest care, n corps of men, 
similar to those organized under our agricultural department and similar 
bureaus, to visit the local pueblos and towns throughout the Republic, to con- 
sult with the local authorities as to the needs or openings in each place for 
works of improvement or local development; also to consider local questions of 
stimulation of agricultural activity; improved methods, introduction of fertiliz- 
ing, rotation of crops, possible new products in the different localities, questions 
of transport, road improvement, ete. That in this work the interest of the local 
authorities, ayuntamientos, ete., be so enlisted as to make them coworkers in 
reconstruction ; give them something to do that strikes right at the welfare of 
their Community and every man in it, making them realize that for the first 
time in their experience the Goevrnoment is coming to do something for them. 
This will not be easy at first; similar efforts in this country have had to meet 
all manner of suspicion and obstinacy from farmers and others, the very ones 
to be benefited: but time will make a change, provided the work is gone at 
sincerely, intelligently, and without either taking or permitting private graft 
or protit in the introduction of the new order. I am completely aware that 
this would be ealled by nineteen men in twenty a hopelessly Utopian impossi- 
bility, in Mexico; but I am only the more convinced that once affronted wim 
real intention, More than half the struggle would be over, and that its very 
apparent impossibility would only make it more possible. For in Mexico. 
lo que quiere el Gobierno, va. In the early stages of the work, I would urge 
‘alling upon the officials in this country for assistance., in experienced men, 
already with training and tact in the solution of similar problems here. [In this 
connection the Pan-American Union could be and would gladty be, of the great- 
est possible aid. 

There is one element in this connection which I also regard as of the very 
greatest import. I am going to anticipate that a political recognition of the 
new Mexican administration might for various reasons, historical and other, 
be delayed; also that financial aid on a large seale might require Jong neso- 
tiations to bring about an accord with both Washington and New York. But 
the Government at Wasbington could not possibly refuse coperation in a nom 
political reconstructive work of this kind; and it could be granted without im- 
plicating the State Department, and without even actual formal recognition of 
the new government in Mexico. Its actual, real, and practical verification 
would be of untold weighé in bringing about confidence in this country, 

But one condition would be absolute: No private or political profit must be 
even permitted, anywhere in the whole matter: at every point it must be carried 
on as free from taint as was the work of the Commission for Relief in Belgium. 
No commercial interests, no persons in Mexico City, nor any local pueblo 
agents, presidentes, or other officials, must gain one centavo of individual profit, 
beyond legitimate pay for services rendered—open pay and open services. | 
is this one fact alone that would bring the change quickly; it is that which 35 
of even more importance than the details of improvements. Permit private 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 2855 


min, and you kill the spirit of cooperation, which is the one great thing that 
would rebuild the whole; arouse interest not for personal ends. but (even if 
only in one or two in a town at first) in the work itself as the object—and vou 
Will soon have a force back of you that will make the Government iinpregnable. 
And if recognition and external loans have not come at first, they will have to 
come because of that one thing. 

a [Immediate and stern repression of disorder everywhere. I have put this 
hfth instead of first. as would generally be done, because it needs no argument. 
But also more because with the four preceding policies started this will be a 
problem of one-fourth the difficulty. Remoralize conditions by substitution of 
worthy and interesting activities that involve prosperity, and the need of re- 
pression is minimized at once. There will be abandoned and demoralized ele- 
ments after these years of disorder that will resist any decent order, but begin 
by retoralizing Where it will be received, and then repress those who refuse to 
«wept. Every peso spent in remoruizing will save five in punishing; though I 
do not mean in the least to be soft in the matter of discipline, when that is 
eled for. But let the order be that of the hospital, where sanitation nnd 
discipline are both essential and coordinate. Let sanitation and discipline come 
first in the mind, for that is indeed the real object. 

In doing this I would suggest that police functions be separated from the 
army as rapidly as possible, restoring the army fo its old honorable position as 
it hational entity of defense, not of an instrument for the control of Mexicans, 
This will accentuate the difference from the militarisin of the day, and then the 
policia can be remorniized as the cooperative force of social order—its proper 
place, 

Coincidently with the above five activities, there shall be at once undertaken 
and prosecuted the definitive solution of the national agrarian problem, along 
the lines indicated in sections S and 9 of the plan of Tierra Colorada, The 
aetivities under Clause 4 above will be a supporting program in this connection, 
hat I name the agrarian problem here separately and after the above five points, 
heatise itis a broad and national problem, requiring detailed consideration, and 
various legal and property questions, and quite certainly new and carefully 
stulied legislation. It should be attacked immediately beyond all question, and 
in fullest good faith. Where immediate local relief can be given, as indieated 
in section S (Tierra Colorada), that should be done: it should be worked out 
hoth piecemeal and as a whole. Where it is possible to come to terms locally 
With landholders, and satisfy local needs by separate arrangements, that should 
he dene without holding up any local need or want whieh can be so met in 
Waiting on the whole new matter of national legistation., 

às a part of this work, the whole question of national and local irrigation 
Problems should be included, as indeed already included in the plan de Tierra 
Colorada, 

In this connection the essential desires of Zapata must be met. and at the 
very outset; Zapata must be made to understand that this is so; and I could 
not refuse my own assistance in arriving at such a result there. After my 
Mercourse with him, the relations of confidence established with him, Soto y 
Gama and Magaña, and especially now that I have definitely carried out what 
l assured him and them, but doing them publie justice in my April article. I 
am hopeful of a successful issue. But it is also to be understood that there 
ite three elements to the question, and not only one as Palafox thought. There 
IS first the actual eare for the small independent farmer: then the interests of 
the State and nation as a whole. and inerensed productivity : then the actual 
hits of the large landholders. Whatever the point of abstract justice or 
"eas, it would not be wise to deny any rights at all on the part of the latter— 
hit that can be a very simple question: Mere dollars: they are not interested in 
their local home independence ast the small farmers, nor is the national prob- 
lem of development of production their object. There should be an adjust- 
Met. after frank discussion, and if need be comproyrise between the national 
test and the difficulties of large-scale production for which small and uneduea- 
ted proprietors lately redeemed from total economic subjection are as yet wholly 
Headmible. From my acquaintance with Zapata and the others I have men- 
tonal, T de not fear the result of such conference; but the welfare of the 
lal people—their wetual welfare and raising to happiness must come first. 

t A definite study of constructive read building all over the republic: prep- 
‘tition for, and introduction of auto-truck transportation into the remotest 
hrts of the country. No one single thing. save only that of remoralization of 
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the people after the debauch of looting and disorder of these past years, out- 
weighs this in its future results. 

I have placed the first five activities above at the head of all, because the 
one first thing most needed. and the base of all the rest, is remoralization of 
the people. There are other problems, the debt. railroad construction, and like 
national problems which are commonly put in front. These require great 
sums, and a foreign loan—hefore which must come confidence restored, and 
governmental recognition. These things have waited five years or more: let 
them wait another six months. State the point and the reason if need be: 
but if necessary, let them wait. They are all questions each of great complex- 
ity and compass; they involve time, long discussions, intricate study, and hun- 
dreds of millions. With the restoration of the constitution. the dangerous in- 
ternational questions will automatically disappear; trade and intercourse will 
come of its own motion; the owners of oil and mines will not need to be in- 
vited to resume. and their resumption will help in the restoration of new con- 
ditions, regardless of Wall Street or Washington. Then take a breathing 
spell on this for six months or more, frankly ; but begin the other things above 
at once. And then: 

S. The question of railroad reconstruction, financing, and extension. 

9. Adjustment of the national finances, the debt, a new loan, and the cir- 
culating medium. 

On these clauses 8 and 9 the matters agreed upon in the paper of February 
5 last will be pertinent. 

10. A sane. well-developed, and well-paid national secular educational system. 

I have placed these three absolute essentials at the end, not because they 
can be in any sense ignored but because of their magnitude and of the issues 
and difliculties involved. None of them can be settled in a day or a month. Nos. 
S and 9 need foreign cooperation: No. 10 is something that must grow with 
the new order. All three can wait upon the urgent necessities of remoraliza- 
tion, bread, renewed interest in work, and production. They can not wait in- 
definitely, but they can wait six months. They have waited six years on dis- 
order and demoralization ; let them wait a little longer. And they will be iv- 
definitely easier to handle, and on infinitely more favorable terms for Mexico 
from outside, after six months’ actual progress in the first five clauses, the 
troublesome sixth in the way of disposal, and the seventh planned out as in- 
terrelated with clauses 4. 6. and 8 above. No. T will need financial assistance, 
which must be provided for in the settlement of No. 9 and in ways we have 
hitherto considered, but it ought to be put into the whole plan as a broad na- 
tional program before we come to seek this assistance and foreign cooperation 
involved in Nos. 8 and 9, 

In short, the idea in the foregoing items and their arrangement is that they 
ean be done without outside assistance or recognition; that if they are so done. 
you need not worry in the least about loans or recognition; those must follow 
as day after night. But if you try to begin with 8 and 9, you have to worry 
about everything. 

2016 Mount Royal Avenue, Baltimore. 

The foregoing was incorporated in a letter, under date April 1, 1919, to the 
official Felicista representation in this country, as a formal proposal on behalf of 
the State of Oaxaca aid Gen. Meixueiro. and on my own part as an ally and 
friend, as a definite plan of procedure to be at once followed upon the entry of 
“the 1857 forces. the forces of law and decency into the capital.” After ample 
discussion, the plan above was formerly accepted in toto, on behalf of Gen. 
Felix Diaz and “ the national reorganizing army,” in writing. 


EXHIBIT 6. 


To the Governor of the State, Puebla, Pue.: 


The undersigned residents of the town of Tejupa, San Miguel Ahuacomulican. 
San Antonio Cuautla, Atzitzihuacan, Huilango. Tulcingo, San Pedro Ixhuate 
pec, San Francisco Nochitiopa, San Mateo Coatepec, San Juan Amecae, Santi- 
ago Tochimizol, Tepanapa. Yancuitlalpam, Zacatampa, San Miguel Tecuanipa. 
belonging to the districts of Matamoros and Atlixco, present ourselves before 
you to set forth: That, being greviously oppressed one and many times by the 
forces under the command of Gen. Jesus M. Guajardo and his subordinates 
we are forced to raise our voice in demand of guarantees and justice. 
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Life in this region has become insupportable. Each time that the mentioned 
troops pass through it they leave the country veritbly desolated to such ex- 
tent that they seem to mean to make it uninhabitable. 

Far from showing by their conduct that they are soldiers of the law and 
the guardians of order, they enter only to sack the towns, carrying off with 
them everything they can take. Work animals, beasts of burden, hog-, fowls, 
turkeys—they seize and sweep everything clean in their expeditions, which 
are more like ventures of destruction and rapine than military expeditions, 
It seems that especially they make an object of robbing grain and cattle, to 
sell them in the neighboring towns. . 

What they can not carry off they destroy. They respect neither the cereals 
indispensable to life, which they scatter along the streets and roads, to feed 
their mounts, or for the mere pleasure of causing harm to their rightful own- 
ers. They destroy the fields and standing crops, break the doors, the roofs, 
and the scanty furniture and utensils of the houses. Not even the grindstones 
nor the humble pots and jars escape their de-tructive fury. 

In the churches they commit veritable atrocities; they are not content with 
robbing whatever they can find, especially vestments and sacred vessels, but 
they even convert the churches into stables and use them for most abominable 
purposes, 

But where they give freest rein to their appetites is in violation of the 
women, No conditions are respected by them; girls, married women, and even 
children of tender age and aged women are the victims of their unchained lust. 

Ten, 20—even more—satyrs satiate their bestial instincts, one after the other, 
on the body of their victim, some of whom die and the rest are left in deplor- 
able condition. 

There have been cases where innocent little girls of 9, 10. and 11 years have 
been attacked, their weakness unable to withstand such excesses, so that they 
perish as a consequence, without there being any authority, any hand of justice 
to inflict the deserved punishment on their barbarous executioners. 

With our rights thus all violated, treated like beasts, outraged in our dignity 
as fathers and husbands, wounded in our dearest affections, and deprived of all 
= have, to-day we cry out against such abuse, if there be even little hope of 

ng heard. 

These deeds, these attacks have taken place at other times on the invasion 
.of this region by the battalions of Yaquis. ‘Then also the towns formulated 
our complaints; we protested to the higher authorities, and were not heard. 

Nevertheless, and though fearing that our voice will be lost, we appeal 
through you to the higher authorities, those who stand above these evil servants 
of the Government, these disloyal servants or defenders of society. 

It is grievous to say, but the truth. We enjoy more protection from the rebels 
than from the forces of the Government. The revolutionists give more respect 
than these others—our families and our possessions. 

Here it may be seen to what a point a Government instituted to guarantee 
order and inspire respect for the laws, is found incapable of complying with 
its mission, through the fault of its agents and the immorality of its troops, or 
at least of a part of them. - 

Firmly we believe that the public peace can not become a fact while this 
o subsists, so prejudicial to the good name of the Government and to 
8 prestige, 

It is not strange that in every town there are those who, seeing that their 
place as peaceful laborers does not suffice to protect them, prefer to unite with 
the disturbers of order, rather than resign themselves to continuing the de 
fenseless victims of the forces of the Government. 

And as to ourselyes, who remain obedient to our duties, working for the sup- 
port of our families, wearing ourselves out in the cultivation of the fields, ex- 
hausting our strength in procuring the needs of our wives and children, at 
every step we see ourselves interrupted in our work and forced to flee, knowing 
that the soldiery respect neither life, property, nor the honor of families, 

On mere suspicion the most honorable and peaceful citizens are shot. Otherg 
are beaten and threatened with death. Homes are sacked and despoiled as if 
me dealt with enemies. The cattle, crops, and work tools stand in constant 
danger, to such degree that there is no ‘recourse left to us modest laborerg 
than to run to hide ourselves in the deepest parts of the forests, on the mere 
notice of the approach of the Government forces. 

If this can be called the reign of order and law, the dominion of a genuinely 
Cuustitutional and honorable régime, those better instructed than we can say. 
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We can only point to these acts, and lay them before the knowledge of the 
authorities. They will judge whether or no it is necessary to punish the 
guilty, and to take the needed steps to put an end to this intolerable series 
of attacks. 

In the name of the law, in the name of the principles proclaimed for the- 
welfare of the country that is to-day so gravely threatened, we ask for justice, 
and beg to bope that you will interpose your influence and your good offices 
with the higher military authorities, that these may prevent the continuance 
of these acts. 

Protesting to you our respects, as mark of faith we give our signatures this 
4th day of August of 1919. 


BxHiRr 12. 


Dated: BI Paso, Tex. December 5, 1919. 

From: ——, special investigator. 

To: Senate subcommittee investigatitg Mexican affairs. 
title: Mexican IL W. W. activities in the United States. 


In the first part of May 1918, tbe Mixeean consul, ———, at Clifton, Ariz. 
called at the grocery store of a Mexican) named —— in Clifton Ariz., and 
left a large assortment of printed matter, telling ——— to look it over and let 
him know what he Chought of it. §5 ——— was busy at the time and did 


not look at the literature until after the consul had left. When he did examine 
it, he found that it was a quantity of I. W. W. and pro-German Hterature. 
When he discovered this he became so frightened he immediately threw it in the 
stove, not wanting it to be found in his house, owing te the great unrest that 
was at that time in the Clitton-Morenei mining distriet. When the consul re- 
turned he told him what he had done with the literature and asked him if he 
was not afraid to be circulating matters of that kind. To this the Mexican 
consul replied that there was no danger of it being found out, because this 
nutter came to him officially and no one would break his mail because he was 
a consular otticer of a foreign country. 

immediately reported the matter to a Mexican named ————. and 
requested him to report the matter to Sheriff Slaughter, of Clifton, whien 
did. From that time on a elese watch was kept of the Mexican consulate, how- 
ever, the local officers at Clifton were never able to catch him with any of 
this literature. It is believed that he bee:zme aware of the faet that hat 
reported the matter and desisted. 

These facts can be substantiated Dy Sheriff Slaughter, of Clifton, Ariz. as 
well as . Whose wnder-cover operatives reported this same matter to him 
at the time of its occurrence, 

In September, 1918. a Mexican named Ignacio Acero left Jerome, Ariz.. and 
wert to Morenci, Ariz. stating that he was sent to this distriet te organize the 
Mexiears in behalif of an anarchistie movement. Acero had formerly been al 
Metealfe, Ariza. and was president of the Metcalfe local of the L W. W. in Decen- 
ber, 1917, but owing to the fact that the companies got on to him, he was dis- 
charged and was compelled to leave that district at that time. In September. 
1918, while at Metcalfe in connection with the organizing of the Mexicans. 
Acero said he was expecting to organize all the Mexicans in the United States 
and expeeted within a short time to he able to raise the red flag of emancipi- 
tion, and stated that they would have the cooperation of all Russians, Germans, 
ard Austrians in the country. That he betieved in the triumph of the Central 
Powers, and that would spell victory for the working class of the United States. 
During the time he was in the Metealfe-Morerci distriet he had the cooperation 
of Julian Guttierrez, president of the Mexiean club for Clifton, Ariz. Anastacio 
M. Meldonado, secretary of the Mexican Club, at Clifton: Manuel T. Viveros. 
president, and Pedro M. Reyes, secretary, of the Mexican Centro Club; also 
A.C. Valdez and Jose L. Payan, president and secretary, respectively. of the 
Circo Mexicano, While Acero was able to organize some of the Mexicans in 
some independent groups, he was not able to bring about a socialistie anarchi~ 
tie league embracing a majority of the Mexicans in the mining district, so he 
left the distriet and returned to Jerome, Ariz., stating that he would try nnd 
Make the headquarters of the new league at that point. ; 

After returning to Jerome, he wrote J stating that he was having fur 
success and that the socialistic anarchistice organization that be intended to 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 929859 


afiliate the Mexicans with was being well organized from California to Louisi- 
ala and that the immediate purpose of the organization was to start a revolu- 
linn in the border States. That they would attempt to interest the colored people. 
with the understanding that if the revolution would be a suecess, they would be 
given the State of Louisiana. After some urging, ——, of Clifton, Ariz., 
agreed to represent Acero in spreading propoganda amongst the Mexicans rela- 
tive to the new organization, and ——— agreed to act in this capacity in 
Merealfe, Ariz. Acero also had a secret meeting in the Globe-Miami district 
during the month of September. at which meeting were five leaders of that dis- 
triet. This meeting was with the object of effecting an anarchistic organization, 
The man Acero and his coworkers had actually phinned an uprising in the 
State of Arizona, to take place on September 24. On September 22, 

sent his wife and family to BI Paso, Tex.. from Metcalfe. and advised his other 
Mexican workers to send their families out as the time had almost approached 
for their revolution to start. 

In partial substantiation of this revolutionary movement, a reliable operative 
interviewed Col, ———, a Mexican revolutionist at that time in El Paso, Tex., 
Wherein stated: 

“That on or about September 22, a note was left at his home, ——, which 
read as follows: f 

re . l have just arrived from Metcalfe, Ariz.. this date. You have 
heen recommended to me by Vicente Rubio. as a man with whom I can diseuss 
an important matter, and also that you might direct me to other people in whom 
confidence ean be had. If vou know Benjamin Rios I would like to talk to him, 
I shall return at 9 p. m. 


te MANCEL G. GARZA. 


“At the appointed hour the man called, introduced himself as Manuel Garza, 
and stated that he had been senut to m— by one Vicente Rubio, He stated 
to that there was n revolution being formed in the States of Texas. Ari- 
ama. and New Mexico. and that he wanted ———— and his friends to join the 
movement against the Government of the United States. ——— askel who was 
hick of the movement. Garza replied that the movement was made up of 
Mexicans and Americans. and that the Carranza garrisons along the border 
would help out if ealed on. ——— did not give Garza any satisfaction, but 
‘tated he would see him Inter. ———- stated that during the conversation he 
Was trying to remember where he had seen this man Garza before. After he 
left it dawned upon bit that the man’s real name was Toribio Gaytan, who 
hul in the early days of the revolution been an officer in the Carranza army. 
—— also remembered Vicente Rubio as being an offieer in the Carranza 
amy during 1914.” 


oitis presumed the reason that this Mexican called) on ——— was that 
it was a known faet among Mexicans that ——— was at that time organizing 


à party of Mexicans to go to Mexico to take up arms with Francisco Villa. 
and since this oeeurrence —— has crossed into Mexico amd is at the present 
time in arms with Villa. At the time of reporting this matter, Col, 
agreed to try to see the Mexican Garza and signify his willingness to go into 
the proposition. agreeing to keep the officers of this government advised of the 
movement. However, he did not see Garza any more, and shortly afterwards 
crossed into Mexico himself. 

In further substantiation of the fact that some sort of a revolution was in- 
tended, attention is invited to the fact that an uprising was attempted in the 
Jerome, Arizona, mining district at daylight on the morning of September 24, 
In the fighting an American mine guard was killed and Anacite Acero, the or- 
“anizer above referred to, was killed together with three other Mexican agita- 
tors.. The proposition was quelled, due to the fact that the local officers had 
wlvanice information something was going to happen, and by killing these four 
Mexicans the uprising was put down without any further trouble. 

The uprising planned for the Morenci-Metealfe district did not materialize, 
ail itis n significant fact that October 9, 1918, —-—, one ot the organizers 
referred to, left that district and is at the present time supposed to be in 
amanea, Mexico, 

he above data relative to the revolutionary movement ean be substantinuted 
X —. who has original reports of his operatives who reported the oe 
eurrences mentioned. 

Concerning other connections between Mexicans and the L W. W. agitations 
in this country, I quote herewith from a copy of a report of a letter, viz: 

rom Comite Local Union Minera Mexicana, Rosita, Coah., Mexico. 


——_ 
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“To: Pedro N. Puente, Mexican consulate, EI Paso, Tex, 
“Dated: June 17, 1918. 


“Writers using the I. W. W. greeting, ‘Salud Companero’ (Hail, com- 
rade). 


“And the watchword < Trabajo, Fraternidad, y Justicia’ (work, brotherhood, 
and justice). 

“State they have received addressee's letter June 8. Have already asked the 
governor for a railroad pass and passport so that a committee may meet in 
Chihuahua to take Comrade Juan Hernandez Garcia safely to Rosita. They 
ask that addressee advise them by telegraph should anything occur.” 


The addressee of this letter is chief of the local secret service of the Mexican 
consulate in El Paso, Tex., and is so employed at the present time. 

A significance which may connect with the letter just quoted, is the fact 
that in September, 1918, Juan I. Garcia was secretary of the Mexican Union 
at Morenci, Ariz., and wus often in close consultation with referred to 
in the statement of revolutionary activities mentioned in the first part of 
this report. It is not known whether this Garcia is the one mentioned in the 
letter. 

Another significant occurrence is noted in the shape of a letter from Vincent 
St. John, secretary general defense committee, I. W. W.. Chicago, IN., addressed 
to “M. T. W., Branch 100, Apt. 551, Tampico, Mexico,” requesting all secre- 
taries of unions, branches, and defense committees in Mexico to change their 
present names and addresses in order to avoid the postal authorities. 

At the time ef writing this letter, St. John was under bond pending appeal 
on conviction in the United States district court at Chicago, TH, under a charge 
of conspiracy to overthrow the Government. The documentary evidence 
referred to in this report can be obtained at such time as it is desired. 

Additional reports will be submitted under this head. 

Respectfully submitted. 


Special In restigator. 


(Whereupon, at 4.30 o’clock p. m., the committee adjourned, sub- 
ject to the call of the chairman.) 
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MONDAY, MAY 10, 1920. 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON Fortron RELATIONS, l 
Washington, D. C. 
The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 2.30 o'clock p. m., ìn 
room 128, Senate Office Building, Senator Albert B. Fall presiding. 


TESTIMONY OF GEORGE AGNEW CHAMBERLAIN. 


(The witness was duly sworn by the chairman.) 
he CuairmAN. You may state your name to the committee. 

Mr. CuamegeRLAIN. George Agnew Chamberlain. 

The Cnamman. Mr. Chamberlain: where do you reside? 

Mr. Cuampertarn. My physical residence is at Capitan, N. Mex. 

The CHarrman. What. is your occupation at the present time? 

Mr. Cuampertarn. At the present time I am writing. 

The CHarraan. What has been your occupation prior to the 
present time ? 

Mr. CuamBertarn. I was in the Consular Service of the United 
States for a period of 17 years, with an interim of two. 

The Cuarrwan. At what stations did you serve in the Consular 
Service? 

Mr. Cuampertatn. Bahia. Rio de Janerio, Pernambuco, Lorenzo, 
Marcos, and Mexico City. 

The Carman, What was vour official position at Mexico City? 

Mr. Coampertarn. Consul general. 

The Cuatrman. When did you go there? 

Mr. Cuampertainx. In May, 1917. 

e CHarrman. You are familiar with the Spanish language— 
speak, read, and write it, do you? 

Ír. CHAMBERLAIN. I do. 

e CHAIRMAN. You had had consular experience in South 
America and other Latin American countries prior to going to 
Mexico, had vou not? l 

Mr. CHamBeRLAIN. I had. 
he Cuarman. How long did you remain in Mexico City or in 
Mexico as consul general? 
Mr. CuameeRLAIN. Until August 1, 1919. 

e Cuairman. Then your period of service would practically 

‘over the period of the war, in so far as the actual participation of: 


the United States in the last war was concerned ? 
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Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. Yes, sir. 

The CuarkManx. Your service also occurred during the administra- 
tion of Venustiano Carranza, after his recognition as President by 
the United States! 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. Well, I was there at the time of his final 
recognition, I believe. 

The CHairman. He was first recognized as de facto president, or 
“first chief,“ and later, in 1917, he was recognized as president de 
jure. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. That is correct. 

The CHairman. Did vou know the generals and governmental 
officials of Mexico who were participating in military and govern- 
mental affairs during your period of service there ? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. Do vou mean can I give vou a list of them! 

The CHarrMAN. Were you personally acquainted with all or a 
majority of them, or the most prominent ones? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. No. I had no personal acquaintance with any 
except Pablo Gonzales, and that was in a casual, social way. 

The CuairMAn. He was a military leader, was he not? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. Yes. 

The CHuatmrmMayn. Did you know the minister of hacienda? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. Yes: I knew Luis Cabrera. 

The CHamrman. Corresponding to our Secretary of the Treasury! 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN, Yes, sir. Í should say that during a good deal 
of that time Nieto was actually at the head of that department. 

The Cuatmman,. That was during the absence of Luis Cabrera? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. That was during the absence of Luis Cabrera. 
and also during the time that Luis Cabrera was really the minister 
of finance, but not so in fact, which was during the early part of 
1917. 

The Cuairmman. Did you know, or do you know, the minister of 
gubernacion, Aguirre Berlanga ? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I have met him. 

The Cuairman. Did you know Candido Aguilar, who was for a 
time minister of foreign relations? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I have met him also. 

The Cuairman. Do you know what relation he bears to the 
President ? 

Mr. CuaMBErLAin. His relation is son-in-law to the President. 

The Cuairman. Did you know Beltran? Did you know the chief 
of staff of Mexico military affairs, Barragan? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I did not know Barragan. 

The Cuatrman. Did vou, during the period of your service there. 
make any investigation of the general conditions, governmental and 
otherwise. in the Republic of Mexico, and particularly about the 
officials in the administration of justice, and the administration of 
governmental affairs, military affairs, and so forth? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN, I did. 

The CuairMan, I would like for you to state in your own language 
what vou determined as to the conditions in Mexico, as to the Car- 
ranza Government, and as to the conditions as vou understand them 
with vour intimate knowledge to exist now in Mexico, Just tell the 
story of Mexico in your own language. 

Mr. CHAMBERIAIN. You mean, Mr. Chairman. in relation to what?! 
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The CHarrMAN. The people in Mexico, who they are and what they 
are. , 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. And also with relation to our troubles in 
Mexico. 

The CHairman, In relation to our troubles in Mexico, and our 
duties, if we have any, and the conditions as you know them in 
Mexico, the general conditions, what they are doing and what the 
Mexican Government has done with relation to its people: the whole 
story of Mexico. 

Mr. CHampertain., Well, Mr. Chairman, I should sav that the 
frst point I would like to take up along that line would be the com- 
mercial feature, which was my special province. During the war. as 
vou know, the enemy trading act was enforced: and, as a result. the 
consul general of the twentv-odd consulates under his jurisdiction 
vot an extraordinary amount of actual information as to trade con- 
ditions in Mexico, and in connection with that we we gained a good 
many facts that had nothing to do with trade at the time. But I 
should say that at the end of the war we had more complete and 
definite knowledge in regard to commerce with Mexico, what the 
requirements of Mexico were, and the means for supplying those re- 
orent than we ever had before in the history of any country. 

wing to the burdens of the war regulations, the consular staff had 
gone up from four people to a staff composed of the consul general. 
five vice consuls, and six stenographers and clerks. Naturally, at 
the end of the war that establishment was very anxious to take ad- 
vantage of all the information we had gathered. The obstacle to 
that was the fact that we had no policy whatever in Mexico. 

The CHairman. That is the United States? 

Mr. Cuampertarn. The United States had no policy. Efforts were 
made, not only by the embassy, but by the consul general, to get 
some policy established. Those efforts were unsuccessful, and as a 
result, I took the stand of informing American citizens who were 
anxious to invest in Mexico at that time that as long as Americans 
continued to be murdered in Mexico, and there was no protection for 
life or property. the consul general avid American officials in Mexico 
could give no assistance to Americans wishing to invest in Mexico. 
That letter had the sanction of the Department of State in this 
Way, that it was sent to the Department of State and remailed by 
the department. That meant that the entire activities of the con- 
sul general ceased. It meant that we could take advantage of none 
of the consuls which we had, and I began then to think of resigning. 

One reason we should have established a policy at that time was 
the improper practices of the Mexican Government. It was a mat- 
ter of comment and well known in Mexico City publicly that there 
Was a direct alliance between Carranza and the cabinet and the 
-Daniards in Mexico. The scheme had been very frequently exposed, 
utt was a scheme of dickering for protection, by which any com- 
pany that happened to be established in Mexico would dicker with 
the nearest bandit or with the nearest. Carranza official, and the 
arranza generals evaded wiping out banditry in Mexico, for the 
simple reason that if the bandits would disappear there would be no 
Cause for military organizations in Mexico. It was a vicious circle. 
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Quite aside from that, certain cabinet officers, aside from the 
military were well known to have received graft, in sums varying 
from trifling sums, one I know of that only amounted to $350, and 
the same man was willing to take a bribe of $75,000. These cases 
were numerous, but- naturally I can not expose the names of the 
people who paid the bribes. for the simple reason that this country 
is not in a position to protect them. 

One of the most evil features of the whole situation was the fact 
that Gen. Carranza could change the tariff on any imports into 
Mexico from one day to another. That does not sound like much in 
this case until vou begin to apply it. It meant if vou had a ship- 
ment of so many tons of caustic soda coming on to the market, and 
your rival competitor heard of it, he could dicker with the authori- 
ties and have the duty placed on caustic soda in such a way as to 
bring his product in at a very much lower rate than your product 
could come in, and thereby he could undersell you. I mention that 
because those things actually happened. The juggling of the duties 
was without any specific authorization of the legislature. They gave 
a blanket authorization to Carranza to change the duties when he 
wanted to. That juggling alone was a sufficient feature to make 
every man in business in Mexico either go out of business or become 
a briber. There were no two ways about it. 

These were the conditions, commercially speaking, which made 
trade with Mexico absolutely impossible, unless we could lay down 
a policy and demand certain guarantees by which we could reduce 
the graft throughout the whole country. fam not using that word 
quite in the sense we use it in the United States. We have graft 
here occasionally in city and State government, but that graft 1s 
almost always attached to some construction. construction of build- 
ings. something of that kind, some constructive feature that goes 
with the graft; but the graft in Mexico was such as to let the whole 
resources of the nation pass into the pockets of a few men. That 
single condition of graft and maladministration of public funds I 
believe to be the basis of every, misery not only of Mexico itself, but 
at the foot of every difference*.hat we have had with that country. 
It has also been the cause of the downfall of every Mexican govern- 
ment, including the government of Porfirio Diaz. 

I wish to qualify that by saving that Diaz was probably as honest 
a man as ever ruled the country. I wish to cite one example. His 
pet project, which was the Caga de Prestamoos, which was a bank 
to finance the small farmers of Mexico, proved to be the most 
colossal failure of his administration, and was used to fill the pockets 
of his political backers. So even that administration was under- 
mined by that eternal question of maladministration of public funds. 

Senator BranpEGEE. Do vou mean that Diaz himself was guilty, or 
these officials that surrounded him? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I do not believe that Diaz or Limantour, either 
one, profited in the slightest, but his official family, so to speak, 
did and used that to fill their own pockets. They were known as 
cientificos. The meaning of cientificos, as it was originally used, 
applied to 8 or 10 men, but by the Carrancistas it came to be applied 
to anvone that was in power at the time of Diaz. 

Senator BranpecEE. The word was used before Carranza’s time, 
was it not, and during the time of Diaz? 
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Mr. CHamMBerLaIn. Oh, ves; before Carranza’s time the word was 
applied to a group of 8 or 10 men, but now it is applied much as the 
word bourgeois. or the well-to-do class. That is the sense it is used 
in now. 

Senator BranpEGEE. You have alluded to the completeness of the 
information which you acquired while vou were there as consul 
general about these commercial matters. Is that in documentary 
form! I mean was the information or knowledge acquired by the 
office of the consul general reduced to writing anywhere ? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. Absolutely. It was reduced in this way—that 
no firm in Mexico could make a shipment of goods to the United 
States or receive a shipment of goods from the United States without 
filing with the nearest consul 

Senator Brapecee. I do not mean that. What I mean is in refer- 
ence to the knowledge you acquired as to this system of maladmin- 
istration. Is that in documentary form anywhere? Did you keep 
a diary, or did you make that in the form of writing to any depart- 
ment in this country ? 

Mr. CoamperLarn. Yes. All these things were reported to the 
Department of State at different times, either in the cablegrams or 
stated reports. 

The CHarrman. Then you conducted also a personal investigation 
of your own into the general conditions that existed prior to that 
time under the Diaz and other administrations; did you not? 

_ Mr. CHampertarn. The knowledge I naturally acquired from be- 
ing there and from studying conditions as I found them. 

I can say that I think i have summed up more ro less the com- 
mercial situation. 

Senator BRANDEGEE. Just one matter before vou pass to something 
ese. I did not understand the words vou used, but you stated that 
from Carranza down through his heads of departments there was 
a form of graft or commission. Did you include Carranza in that 
system ? 

Mr. CHaspertain. I do not include Carranza personally, except 
for the fact that no one knows exactly what amount of money he 
received as an entertainment fund. I do not classify Carranza with 
his officials in the matter of graft. 

_ Senator Branpecer. You have alluded to the money paid by an 
Importer who wanted to get a lower rate on his imports than his 
competitor: and you said he would pay it to the Carranza officials. 

‘it your idea that any of that got to Carranza himself? 

T. CHAMBERLAIN. No; I think that was part of the perquisites 
of certain members of the cabinet. 

Senator BranpEcer. Do you not think Carranza knew what was 
gong on in that line? 

r. CHAMBERLAIN. I think he did. 

Senator BranpecEr. Do vou think he could have prevented it, or 
was he Powerless f 
_ "ir. CHampertain. No: I do not think he could have prevented 
t. Ido not think that Carranza, when he accepted the plan of 
paying over 60 per cent of the entire revenues into the pockets of 
the military, when he accepted that he tied himself to the military, 
on the principle that they would remain faithful to him only so 
long as he could fill their pockets with loot. From that time on he 
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must have known all that was happening, and at the same time he 
had put himself in a trap from which he had no hope of escape. 

I think the statement I have made covers the commercial situation. 
which forced me to see there was no object in remaining longer as 
consul general of Mexico. My hands were tied; there was nothing 
to do; and I could not spend money there under the conditions. 

Senator Branprcrer. Did you recommend to the department any 
particular course of action which in your opinion would improve 
these conditions and protect American interests? 

Mr. Cuamperain. I did. 

The CuatrMan. What was the general nature of that? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. [f you will allow me, I will lead up to that 
by stating the political conditions. 

Senator Branprcre. I will not ask- you any questions at all. Per- 
haps it would be better to let you go on in your own way. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I am very glad to answer your questions. but 
I just wanted to outline the political situation in Mexico during the 
two vears I was there. 

Senator Branpecrr. Very well. I think I probably throw you off 
from the continuity of vour subject by interrupting. and do not 
accomplish as much as I would by letting you go ahead. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. Not at all: not at all. 

The Cuatrman. You were treating conditions from a commercial 
standpoint, and now vou want to cover the political features. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I want to cover the political conditions for 
the same period of time. 

The CHAIRMAN. And then industrial conditions, as distinguished 
from commercial conditions. | 

Mr. Cuampernarn. There are no industrial conditions in Mexico. 
They have been destroyed. There are no industries left in Mexico. 
with the exception of certain companies which have continued 
through the payment of tribute. I will say that in all my experience 
in Mexico I can not name five large factories left to-day that are not 
run by Americans. and those, of course, are run under peculiar 
circumstances. 

To sum up the political developments for the same time. I was 
naturally in closer touch with the embassy than the consul general 

ordinarily has occasion to be, and I know that period of two years 
eontains an unbroken record of insulting acts toward the United 
States. such as have never been administered by any country to this 
country, or to any country on this side of the Atlantic. in the history 
of our country. | 

Senator Branxpecer. Who was our ambassador there at that time: 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. Mr. Fletcher was American ambassador at that 
time. l 

I will only pick out a few of the high lights to show yon the situa- 
tion that existed. 

Senator BRANDEGEE. You sav you were in close touch with the 
embassv at that time about these matters? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I was. 

Senator Branpecer. Will you state whether the ideas of the am- 
bassador with yours? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. Absolutely. 
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Senator BRANDEGEE. And about the remedy or the course they 
ought to take ? | 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I can say that also. I am confident that Mr. 
Fletcher's views agreed with mine, from frequent conversations, 
almost daily, during the two years. 

Senator BranpEcer. But vou made reports to the department 
here, did you not, as well as to Mr. Fletcher ? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. My reports were made to the department and 
sent through the embassy. 

Senator Branpecre. Forwarded by the embassy ? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. They were addressed direct to the department. 

Senator BranpeGEE. But through the embassy ¢ 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. Through the embassy. 

Senator BranpEcEE. Very well. Proceed. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. Just to pick out a few high lights. to show! 

; ; g 

what was the tendency in Mexico during those two vears, the first 
efort that Mr. Fletcher made to establish actual and real friendly 
relations with Mexico was to obtain the release of over 2,000,000 
rounds of ammunition which had been held on the border for a long 
time. He did that. I have every reason to believe, on the under- 
standing that it would be taken in Mexico and used in Mexico as 
an evidence of the friendship of the United States, and would give 
the Mexican Government an excuse to show it was friendly toward 
us. Gen. Pablo Gonzales had something to do with that transaction, 
and what happened was this: 

Carranza gave it out to the press that through the efforts of Mr. 
Bonillas, Mexican ambassador in Washington, 2.000000 rounds of 
ammunition belonging to the Mexican Government, long held on the 
border, had been released. I would pick that out as a fair sample. 

he CHairnmax. No credit was given to the American ambassa- 
dor? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. None whatever. and no effort was made to 
show there had been any good feeling. 

[ am only going to pick out three characteristic actions. The 
second one, and a very vital one, was that Carranza, whenever things 
got a little strained, would send people up to you without any 
credentials. There was never any contention that any of these 
men should have power to negotiate: but he tried to make people up 
here think they were negotiating. On one occasion Mr. Nieto came 
up here for him. and his reception by the Department of State sim- 
ply swept him off his feet by its sincerity. They said they wanted 
to deal with him in the best possible way. Ambassador Fletcher was 
cabled for to come up and form some agreement to wipe out the 
msunderstandings between the two governments. By the time they 
had finished the preliminary work toward such an agreement, Mr. 
Areto, realizing that he had no power, said they would have to re- 
turn to Mexico-to continue their negotiations. So Ambassador 
Fletcher and Mr. Nieto returned to Mexico City, with a preamble 
which was called a prelimnary aim toward an understanding, a 
Phrase of that kind in Spanish, an understanding between the 
-Nited States and Mexico. Mr. Carranza, upon receiving that docu- 
ment, had it printed in the public press without any reference to 
the American ambassador. and repudiated Nieto, who fell from 
power, and never has recovered, from that date to this. 
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Senator BranpEcee. What position did he occupy? 

Mr. CHamMBERLAIN. He was at that time in full charge of the min- 
istry of finance. He was not minister of finance, but he was called 
subsecretary of finance. 

Now, I. will pick out as a third example the occasion when Presi- 
dent Wilson made a speech before a delegation of twenty odd Mexi- 
can newspaper men here in Washington. I will not attempt to quote 
from that speech, but I will say ıt contained a reiteration of the 
assertion that no matter what occurred, this country would never 
exercise force against a weaker nation. The speech was cabled to 
Mexico and really produced a remarkable impression. People were 
really inclined to take it as evidence of a new friendly understand- 
ing between Mexico and the United States. Carranza immediately 
dug out our note of April 2, 1918, the only fighting note that the 
Wilson administration, for a very real reason, was forced into writ- 
ing, and published it in the papers without any reference to the 
ambassador and without any comment whatever. That was the most 
complete answer he could possibly have given to the speech made by 
President Wilson, because anyone comparing the terms of the note 
with the speech made before the newspaper men by the President. 
had to take off his hat to Carranza. He won hands down. 

Those are only three of his open unfriendly acts, each one grow- 
ing in importance. That publishing of our note of April 2, be- 
fore it had been answered and without asking the customary per- 
mission that is given by other countries or by their representatives, 
was a direct slap at the President of the United States, which was 
further than Carranza had gone at any time previous to that time. 

Senator Branpecer. It was probably a breach of diplomatic usage, 
was it not? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. It was also a breach of diplomatic usage. 

While conditions were growing worse and worse and more and 
more outrageous, I have not touched on the oil confiscation, because 
that is well known throughout the country and has been testified 
to by a number of witnesses. 

The political conditions just simply gave us one blow after an- 
other, each one harder than the one that went before it, which 
think can be attributed to nothing but our declaration of hands 
off, no matter what Mexico did; watchful waiting without being 
watchful and without waiting, because if you don’t get to some en 
you are not waiting: you are stagnant. Ë think those two policies 
simply carried the Mexican Government into doing things that 
they never would have dreamed of doing otherwise, and also gave 
a strength to Carranza that he never would have acquired if it had 
not been for his flouting of the United States with absolute 1m- 

unity. That did more to make Carranza a figure, not only in 

exico but in all South America, than any other feature in his 
own country or any other country. and added tremendously to his 
own power. We made Carranza. If it had not been for us he never 
would have become the figure that he did. 

Senator Branprcer. Have vou any evidence that there was any 
such policy as you have alluded to under the term of “hands of 
of Mexico, no matter what they do” ? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. Yes; in the speech made by the President to 
the newspaper men. I can not quote it word for word. 
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Senator BranpEGEE. That is accessible. But in vour relations to 
the State Department, are there any instructions, or was there any- 
thing that came to your knowledge in the way of our governmental 
policy, aside from this speech of the President, that led you to think 
that the administration would not do anything in Mexico, no matter 
what Mexico would do? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. There would be no occasion for such an in- 
struction coming to me, because the embassy was in full swing dur- 
ing all the time I was in Mexico, and no such instructions would be 
sent to the consuls or consul general: under those conditions. 

Senator BranpEcEr. As to Carranza’s apparent hostility, what is 
your explanation of why he should be hostile after the recognition 
given him by this country ? 

Mr. CHaMBERLAIN. The explanation is the strength that he found 
our weakness gave to him. I mean by “our weakness” our pacifism, 
our absolute quiescence. He found that when he slapped us, these 
blows increasing in force and willfulness, that with each one of those 
actions he became more powerful in Mexico. I will cite an instance: 

Pablo Gonzales was concerned with the transaction to release the 
ammunition I spoke of awhile ago. Pablo Gonzales absolutely fell 
from power and never regained his power from that day on, while 

arranza was more powerful than ever from that day. The same 
thing applied to Nieto. From the day Nieto tried to make that 
agreement between Fletcher and Nieto, while it seems incredible that 
anybody would oppose such a thing, yet that very fact caused the 
downfall of Nieto. | 

Senator BranpEcEE. You do not think Carranza’s hostility to this 
country was because he personally felt hostile to this country, but 
because he found by pretending to be hostile to this country it 
strengthened him in Mexico? 

Mr. CHamperuain. I believe that was the major cause. I will 
say there are very few Carranza officials who have not a perfectly 
genuine touch of race hatred, in this way, that it comes from another 
period. I do not mean they hate the American because he is an 
American. The personal relations between Americans and Mexicans 
Were excellent, but the mere fact that the Mexicans have no industry 
n their whole country to-day that is not capitalized and run by 
foreigners, and no two Mexicans will ever go into partnership in 
any constructive enterprise without an American who holds the 
money; that it is well known in their heart of hearts that they have 
ho dynamic energy, is at the foot of all this gient hatred. 

Senator BRAaNDEGEE. It is also apparent, I would judge from that 
statement, that they distrust each other? 

Mr. Coampertain. They do. 

Senator Branpecrr. What is the date of the speech the President 
made to the 20 newspaper men from Mexico? 

Mr. Coamper.arn. I do not remember the exact date, but our note 
of April 2d had been in the hands of Mexico’s foreign affairs office 
or possibly two months. Consequently, it must have been more or 
less about June 1, 1918. 

e CHAIRMAN. I have that note of the Government of April 2, 
1918, followed by a very strong protest of August 12, 1918, in which 
It 1s set forth that they never had an answer from the Mexican Gov- 
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ernment to the note of April 2, which brought from Carranza the 
statement “ If that means war, I am prepared for it.” 

Senator Branpecrr. Is that embraced in the record? 

The CHarrMaAN,. It is not as yet. 

Senator Branpecer. I should think that ought to be in the record. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I think those two branches of development, the 
commercial and the political development, bring us up to the period 
of August, 1919, when I finally decided that I would prefer to resign 
from the service, although it was the only profession I have ever 
undertaken, and being in a position to write and say what I thought 
about conditions in Mexico. 

You asked me some time ago, Senator Brandegee, whether this 
condition was ever pointed out to the Government or State Depart- 
ment, and I said I would lead up to it. I will say that I very em- 
phatically pointed out to the department in at least one dispatch 
that if they publicly announced they would never resort to force. no 
matter what Mexico did, that immediately swept the foundations 
from the personal standing of every representative in Mexico, and 
that he became thoroughly ridiculous, and consequently I saw no 
chance for any representative to continue there. That point I know 
was very frequently borne in upon the department. You tell a man 
vou will never hit him, no matter what he does, you put yourself m 
a position of weakness, because he is not bound not to hit you be- 
cause you have tied your hands. That is what happened to us there 
time and again and made it impossible and ridiculous that a re- 
spectable man could continue to draw money for holding down a 
job in that country. 

Senator Branpecer. They found somebody to do it, though, did 
they not? : 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I do not believe that any man in Mexico City 
to-day has crossed what you might call the new territory that hes 
between the man in official life and personal life. That is, an official 
representing the Government is under orders to do what his Gov- 
ernment instructs him to do, but when his Government instructs him 
to do certain things that he can not stand for personally, when ıt 
gets to that point where he says, “ That is all right; I have been in 
office and I have been carrying out the instructions of the Govern- 
ment, but now it has come to a point where I will not do this, be- 
ause I will be too dirty in my own eyes “—when it gets to that. 
where he has to become an individual and not an official, the only 
wav to do that is to give up lis official position. 

Senator Branpecer. Who succeeded you? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I do not know that anyone has gone to Mexico 
City. But when I make that assertion, I say there is a perfectly 
legitimate new territory that an official has a right to consider him- 
self as the representative of his Government, carrying out his Cov- 
ernment's instructions, and it is incredible that the can who succeeded 
me can know of the conditions that I knew about. Consequently, 
I do not mean any aspersions on any official who happens to be m 
Mexico at this time. 

I think that concludes more or less the conditions as they were 
up to August. 1919. But while events have moved rather rapidly m 
the last few weeks I would like to point out that the condition of 
things, the danger and continued unrest in Mexico, is practically the 
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same to-day as when Carranza was in power, for the simple reason 
that we have no assurance whatever that the maladministration of 
public funds is going to disappear. : 

That, Mr. Chairman, brings me up to the point where I have 
covered more or less the situation up to date. Are you interested 
in any comment on what I think is the way out? 

The CHarrMan. Yes. But first I might ask you a few questions 
as to what you know specifically of conditions affecting Americans 
attempting to operate in Mexico in any line, to which I had reference 
when I asked you if you proposed to comment upon the industries 
of Mexico. For instance. take the oil development of Mexico. Of 
course, it is in testimony here that in the Tampico and Tuxpam dis- 
tricts, the Americans and foreigners and others engaged in the de- 
velopment of the oil industry have been paying, at least Palaez, 
if not directly to the Mexican Government, large sums of money for 
protection. There are other Americans interested in mining and 
various enterprises in Mexico. Do you know whether or not any of 
them are compelled to purchase protection ? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. Yes, sir. That carries us back, Mr. Chairman, 
if I may, to what happened to American industry as a whole in 
Mexico. 

The Cuarrman. That is what I have reference to. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. What are the classes of Americans who oc- 
cupied Mexico, and what is the class, generally speaking. that oc- 
cupies it to-day ? 

If we go back far enough, you can remember the tremendous im- 
pression that was made in that country by one of the President’s 
speeches, in which he labeled all Americans interested in Mexico 
under a general blanket term of being connected with big interests. 
I think that one assertion did more harm, caused more damage to 
us in Mexico, than all other assertions, for the simple reason that, 
coming from the President, it reached such a tremendous number of 
people, and immediately killed any interest that they had in the 
protection of Americans or American interests in Mexico. 

As a matter of fact. the people who were driven out of Mexico, 
the Americans who left Mexico, were the small industries, small 
farmers, employees; and the big interests which were established 
there are there to-day, Just as strong as they ever were. 

The Cuarrwan. How have they been able to maintain themselves? 

Mr. CHampencars. They have not only been able to maintain 
themselves but some of them have been able to say they de not wish 
the conditions changed, because they suit them very well. T was 
talking to one of the officers of a large concern down there, and he 
told me that, and I asked him very frankly: * Wow ean you say that 
you want no intervention in Mexico of anv kind—economie or mili- 
tarv?” And he said: “* Well. between ourselves, it is a very simple 
matter. Where our interests touch the bandits, we pay the bandits; 
where they touch the Carranzistas, we pay the Carranzistas. As a 
result, we are sitting at a freeze-out table, and nobody can come into 
that table but us. Weare here. We pay the price and we get every- 
thing cheap and have no competition.” 
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That can be applied to several different branches of business in 
which the lack of competition makes up for or more than compensates 
for the amount of money they spend for protection. The whole ques- 
tion there is a difficult situation. It is not like you were paying an 
exorbitant amount to Palaez every month for protection and at the 
same time paying taxes to the Carranza Government. 

Senator BranpecerE. While you were there in Mexico, did you 
travel around the country outside of Mexico City? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. No, sir. I made three trips to the United 
States, two of them by way of Laredo and one by way of Vera Cruz. 
I was there during the period of the war, when we were very busy 
indeed, and I had no opportunity to take the time to travel around 
Mexico, even if it had been feasible to do so. I will say that outside 
of the railways I traveled on, the others were subject to occasional 
attack. 

Senator Branpecrr. From your position there as consul general. 
were vou familiar at all with agricultural conditions in the country! 

Mr. CHaMBERLAIN. Only in this way, that during the war. I should 
sav probably toward the end of 1917, possibly later than that, there 
was a famine reported all over Mexico, and a very strong appeal 
was made to the consul general to facilitate the importation of corn 
for the relief of the starving Mexicans. The Department of State 
instructed me to make an investigation as to the truth of the asser- 
tion of the famine, and that investigation was very thorough and 
very extensive, and was backed up by personal visits to a good many 
of the haciendados—the large planters. 

Senator BranpecEerE. What was the condition? l 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. The condition was one of famine, one of immi- 
nent famine. There was a real threat of famine. There was a tre- 
mendous scarcity of corn. The price went up to three or four times 
what was normal, and there is no doubt in the world that there was 
a famine threatened, and as a consequence the United States released 
a million bushels of corn to Mexico. 

Senator BranpEcEr. To what was it due? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. Crop failure, lack of rain. drouth. It was 
also due to the unsettled condition of the country. That had a great 
deal to do with it. 

Senator Brannecee. Do you know what are the agricultural con- 
ditions there to-day ? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I can not speak for that, because I have not 
kept up with the record since I left there last August. 

Senator BraNDEGEE. You spoke about having an opinion about 
what you called the way out. What do you think is the policy that 
should be followed by the Government? 

Mr. CuamBeERLAIN. Senator, I think that we are in real danger to- 
day, a danger that the general public is not in a position to appre- 
ciate, and that danger is that we will enter into friendly negotiations 
and relations with some new head of Mexico, without taking advan- 
tage of the peculiar conditions that exist and make a complete change 
in our entire policy toward that country. 

The result of the last seven years has been to wipe out every prece- 
dent in regard to the machinery of dealing with a foreign country— 
that is, we have not protected our interests, we have not protecte 
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our Nation—we have declared that we will not resort to force, no 
matter what happens, and as a result there can be no negotiation 
unless we have a complete werking machine. It is not only wrecked 
but wiped out, and consequently we have a chance to start in on an 
entirely new basis. 

I think it is of the greatest importance that we should hold off 
until we can absolutely foresee a permanent settlement of the Mexican 
question, and that is nothing short of economic control. 

Those words, “economic control,” would naturally be a red rag 
to Mexico, but they have flouted so many red rags in our face that 
it can not do any harm to flout one in theirs. If it is considered care- 
fully it will be seen it is not only an advantage to our relations with 
Mexico but to the advantage of every man, woman, and child in 
Mexico. What lies at the very root of the disturbances in Mexico 
is maladministration of public funds. 

Now, whoever comes out on top in the present struggle in Mexico 
will require what has been rather carefully estimated as $350,000.000 
in addition to the resources of the country to put that country on a per- 
fectly good financial standing with the entire world. Tt may be sur- 
prising to know, much less realize why, that Mexico to-day is one of 
the strongest financial countries in the world, for the simple reason 
that she has never been able to borrow a cent. Since the loan that 
was made to Madero and first collected under Huerta she has never 
heen able to borrow abroad. As a result she is more or less in a 
sound condition. She could recuperate very rapidly if she were given 
thechance of having a government which spends its funds not for pay- 
ing an army that does not wipe out banditry, but spends those funds 
in meeting its foreign obligations, meeting claims. indebtedness, wip- 
ing out banditry, and reconstruction, and, most important of all. a 
proper system of education. She needs that money, and I do not see 
any reason why we should not swerve from the policy we have fol- 
lowed for the past seven years and say that she will either take that 
money and accept some sort of control to see that that money is prop- 
erly spent, or else we will take certain graduated steps of pressure 
until she does. 

Those steps of pressure, it seems to me, should have the effect of 
settling the question. I have written these seven steps out in the course 
of a series of articles I am writing for Colliers. The first step is 
refusal to send an ambassador; the second is to withdraw our recog- 
nition; the third is an embargo on loans, private or governmental; the 
fourth is an embargo on exports and imports; the fifth is the closing 
of every channel of commerce by which they get business; sixth, naval 
demonstrations: seventh, military occupation. 

That is what I have termed a system of graduated pressure. It 
allows them to get off whenever they want to get off. We start it 
mildly and end very strongly. 

Jf course, that system of pressure is open to the charge that it ends 
Up with military occupation. While I personally believe we could 

nd some leader in Mexico who could accept those terms, and whom 
we could back up with funds, arms, and ammunition; if we could 
A any such leader, ultimately it will come to military occu- 
ation. 

Senator BRA NDEGEE. Suppose out of this revolution that is now in 
Progress there should come some one person into power, who exer- 
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cises sufficient control over the people of his country to warrant us 
in recognizing him, to a- certain extent, at any rate, and making such 
an agreement with him as you have indicated, or a treaty by which, 
in consideration of the fact that we advance $350,000,000, they will 
agree to see that it is expended in certain ways, suppose they should 
agree to that treaty, what, in your opinion, would be the effect on 
the Mexican people? Would they back up their executive who would 
make that kind of a treaty with the United States? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. When you speak of the Mexican people, Sena- 
tor, I presume you mean the 10 per cent of the population of Mexico 
that can read and write, and which is now at the top. Is that what 
you mean 

Senator BranpEGrr. No. What I mean is this: Suppose that out 
of this present revolution some one leader finally gets on top, who 
is stable enough to make an agreement with us, will not the mere 
fact that he has made such an agreement as you have indicated, 
cause some of the others to say that he is unpatriotic and has not 
at heart the best interests of Mexico, because he has made that 
treaty with the United States? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. That would not be true if, after seven years 
of telling them we will do nothing, there is a possibility of making 
them believe that we absolutely mean business. I think if we would 
make them believe that, from one end of the country to the other. they 
would accept that sort of a proposition. There would be a lot of 
talk against it, of course, a good deal of talk about invasion of 
sovereignty and divided nationality, and things of that kind, but if 
we could make them believe it was inevitable, and they had to swallow 
the pill, I think they would do it. I would say that 80 per cent of 
Mexico is naturally. pacific. If you leave those Indian tribes alone 
you will have no trouble with them. There are something between 
30 and 50 different tribes, many of them having different dialects. 
There is a large mixture of Spanish blood that largely dominated the 
affairs of Mexico for many years, and there is no reason why it should 
be considered the Mexican nation. It is merely a fraction of the 
Mexican nation, the people that can read and write. As I say, there 
will be a very great uproar, not only against the United States, but 
against any President of Mexico that tried to put that over, but you 
must remember that we are going to give this man funds, arms, an 
ammunition, so it will not make a great deal of difference whether 
there is an uproar or not. 

Senator Branpecre. How long would it be under your plan. as 
vou have indicated it, if we furnished them that money, accompanied 
by what vou call economic control by us, before we could: safely 
relinquish that control? Have you any idea as to how long it would 
take them to establish themselves, so they could conduct their gov- 
ernment in an ordinary way? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I think we have an excellent parallel to that 
in the administration of the Philippines. While we have not handed 
that government back to the Filipinos, they are rapidly advancing 
toa point where we will be justified in handing it back. 

That carries us right down to the deep roots of education. Every 
revolutionist in Mexico has always made education of the common 
people and division of land his prominent issues. Those are the 
two things they have always harped on. But, as a matter of fact 
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the last thing that this supposedly altruistic Government of Car. 
ranza's has done is to pay its school-teachers who have been engaged 
in educating the people. 

There are certain features of. this program of economic control, the 
objects aimed at, that would naturally lift the country to an entirely 
new basis. One is the wiping out of banditry. That sounds, after 
all these years, as though it would be difficult. As a matter of fact, 
there never has been any intention to wipe it out. I do not know of 
any people in the world that can get up a more perfect corps of men 
to keep the public order than the rurales of Mexico, such as the 
Texas rangers were in our country, such as the mounted police of the 
Canadian Northwest. You could get large bodies of first-class men 
just as rapidly as you could in this country, by simply paying them 
me telling them if banditry was not wiped out they would lose their 
obs. 

If the bandits were cleaned out. the peons could go back to their 
homes, people could resume their business of various kinds, and an 
immense amount of money could be directed to reconstruction. We 
have to-day under the Carranza government 60 per cent of the entire 
revenues paid to the military, and not 6 per cent to reconstruction. 
Just reverse that, and you will immediately find employment for a 
tremendous number of men, and increase the wealth of the country. 
Of course, in conjunction with that must be some system of educa- 
tion, whereby the teachers may be paid for the work of teaching. 

Senator BranpEcErE. Banditry was wiped out under Porfirio Diaz, 
was it not? : 

Mr. Cuampernain. Absolutely, for 25 years. 

Senator Branprcee. Do you think that if banditry was wiped out 
there, and peace and order were established, the Mexican people 
have themselves the capacity and character to develop the national 
resources of the country, so as to make them available to other 
countries ? : 
oC FANHERTAIN, Not without getting capital and energy from 
abroad. 

Senator Branpecee. How would you know anything about the 
views of any other country as to our assuming economic control in 
Mexico in the manner you have suggested? 

Ir. CoamBertain. Well, I think that we have given a good deal 
too much weight to the feelings of other countries as to what we 
should do in Mexico. The effect of our keeping our hands off of 
Mexico and being benevolent to Mexico has been to make us despised 
in Mexico, and I believe despised in every other country in Latin 
America. Latin Americans have a tradition of calling us a threaten- 
Ing power, 

Senator BranpecEE. I do not blame them, if they think we are 
threatening to absorb their territory, from protesting against that, 
but do they consider it a threat if we want our business interests 
protected there ? 

T. CHAMBERLAIN. No; but they have a strong tradition, that goes 
far back, that the United States has had the intention to absorb all 
of the Western Hemisphere, and that tradition does not die out very 
easily. You will find it in Colombia and Brazil and Argentina to 

a very strong tradition. 
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Senator Branprcer. Do you think they really believe that, or is it 
that they simply have a vague fear of it; do not know whether it is 
coming or not, but are afraid that it might come? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I think that they do not believe that we are 
about to absorb them in the sense of annexing them, or anything of 
that kind, but I think that they do think that sooner or later in- 
evitably our influence will be felt to a certain extent through Mexico 
and Central America. 

Senator Branpecer. That is a popular card for the demayogues to 
plav in those countries, is it not? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. Yes. For many years it was called “en fan- 
tasma.” Everybody knew it was a spectre. 

Senator BRANDEGEE. I remember in the early days of the disturb- 
ances in Mexico, after the present administration came into power in 
this country, that it was frequently stated by the press that if we 
did not take steps to protect and restore order in Mexico some 
European nation was likely to do it themselves. What is your opin- 
ion as to. whether European nations would be satisfied if we took 
steps to establish order and protection to life and property in 
Mexico? Do vou think they would protest against it? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. Would they protest against our taking steps to 
do that? 

Senator BRANDEGEE. Yes. 7 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. Well, I believe it is a matter of almost public 
knowledge that we have held a mandatory for Mexico for seven 
vears, at least, and with the knowledge and consent of Great Britain 
and France, I think, in black and white. The whole tendency of 
both Great Britain and France has been to give us just as absolute 
a mandatory over Mexico as has been proposed to us for the control 
of Armenia. 

Further, in regard to a mandatory of Mexico, we have tried the 
policy of no force, and things of that kind. and it has been an accumu- 
lating shame for seven years. Consequently, vour question, Senator. 
as to what would be the stand of European ened think that they 
would be delighted, and the only expression they would make would 
be one of surprise that any sensible government could have delayed 
taking that step so long. 

Senator BraxpeGee. You think that they would like to have us re- 
store security to life and property there. do vou, then? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. Absolutely. There is no doubt on that point. 
There can be no doubt on that point. I would go further than that, 
and say that not only would Great Britain and France, but Spain 
and probably Italy also have reason to hope that we would straighten 
things out dowh there. 

Senator Branprcrr. Do vou regard Mexico as a very rich country 
in national resources? 

Mr. CHAMPERLAIN. I regard it as intrinsically the most wealthy 
country I have ever visited; and that makes the tragedy of 100 
vears of torment and misery all the more glaring. The mere fact 
that that country could support all of its populace in affluence and 
has been the scene of misery which exceeds anything in Armenia, 
added to the fact that we have been responsible for an increase 1 
that misery during the Jast seven vears by standing back of an 
oligarchy engaged in banditry, is something that we ought to take 
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into account when we try to justify ourselves in taking such an ex- 
treme measure as economic control. 

Senator BranpecrE. What have you to say, if anything, about the 
policy which we featured when we declined to recognize Huerta, to 
wit, that an administration must be put in power which, among other 
things, would divide up the lands among the people? What are the 
facts in relation to the possibility of dividing up the lands and the 
public desire to have them divided up? 

Mr. CHampertatn. The facts as to the division of lands under the 

Carranza Government are these: That in one case, of a man whom I 
have every reason to believe, the division of the land was merely a 
matter of paying a man given supervision of that division a bribe to 
see that they were not divided. That leads us right back to what I 
sail was the source of all the misery in Mexico. That is the condi- 
tion of apathy that exists in the administration of public affairs and 
particularly public funds. There are instances which later on can be 
brought to ight of many people not having their farms divided up, 
simply by payment of graft. Consequently that altruistic view of 
the Carranza régime. under the constitutiqn of 1917, to divide those 
lands, simply became one more club to extort blackmail from people 
who owned property. 
Senator BranpEGEE. That may be true, but what I mean is, what 
have you to say as to the wisdom of a bona fide, well administered 
policy of dividing up the lands? Do the people want them divided 
up! Is the same opinion prevalent all over Mexico, or is it just cer- 
tan people would like to have them divided up by the Government 
and other parts do not care anything about it? What is the fact 
about that? 

Mr. CHamBEerLain. Well, Senator, that is a tradition that has gone 
back through many revolutions. The fact that almost every revolu- 
tionary leader in the last 100 years in Mexico has made that one of 
his promises, that he would divide the land, goes to prove there must 
bea desire for division of the land among the peons. I think it 
would be a good thing, with proper provisions for expropriation, and 
would be a great advantage to see that every man was allotted a home- 
stead under fair and equitable conditions. 

_ Now, that matter of expropriation you would have to provide for 
in the constitution. There is one case of an enormous American con- 
cern which was having some trouble when I left Mexico. The Mexi- 
can Government said: “ Yes; your titles are perfectly good, but we 
are going to take those lands and divide them and give you bonds.” 
would say if it had been a cash indemnity it might be very well, 
but a Mexican bond is so much waste paper. 

Nenator BRANDEGEE. You say you do not know anything about 
Present conditions in Mexico, except what you read? 

Mr. CHamBEerLAIN. Well, no, Senator. I left Mexico nine months 
avo. I left there the ist of August. Consequently, while there have 
hot been very great changes, still I am not informed regarding what 
there have been. i l 

Senator Branpecre. Nine months ago, when you left. what was the 
condition of the people in the City of Mexico, as to their health, and 
whether they had enough to eat or not, and their condition of life? 

r. CHAMBERLAIN. At the time I left there was really no misery 
whatever, Their crop had been very good, and the Mexican people 
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are very quick to recuperate. A few months previous to my leavin 
it Was a common sight to see three or four hundred men, women, a 
children lying in the streets in Mexico waiting for certain soup 
kitchens to open in the morning, and those people were on the verge 
of actual starvation. 

Senator Branprecer. Was there much disease among the people! 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I would say that the average of disease in Mex- 
ico is considerably higher than it is in this country, and especially the 
more vicious diseases that are in the blood. 

Senator BRANÐEGEE. Are you speaking of the City of Mexico or of 
all of Mexico? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I am speaking more especially of the City of 
Mexico. For the rest of the country, I can only speak from hearsay. 

Senator Branpvecee. Do you know anything about the effect that 
seven years of banditry and revolution, or so-called revolution, has 
had upon the physical condition of the railroads of the country! 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I can not speak offhand as to the enormous 
amount of rolling stock which has been destroyed during that period, 
but I would say that during one of the years I was in Mexico I was 
told that there had been 45 trains dynamited on the road between 
Vera Cruz and Mexico City within a period of three months, with a 
large destruction of rolling stock. That is the line that has perhaps 
suffered more than any other, but it is a matter of fact that during 
all the time that I was there there were only two lines that were 
considered to be safe—the line to Vera Cruz and the line from 
Mexico City to Laredo, and yet the line to Vera Cruz had 45 trains 
dynamited in three months. There may have been more, but there 
was one train that I remember dynamited between Laredo and Mexico 
City during the two years that I was there. That line was kept pretty 
well guarded. I should say that the condition of the railways, as 
compared to what they were before the revolution took place, would 
be heartbreaking to the people who were over them at the time of 
Diaz’s downfall. 

Senator Branprcre. Do you know anything about whether the 
farmers through the country generally, where these conditions of 
banditry exist, have planted and harvested their crops in safety and 
are continuing to do so? 

Mr. Cuamberuatn. They certainly have not. Mexico City, during 
all the time I was there, was more crowded than it had ever been be- 
fore in its history, and that was accounted for to me in this way, 
that the planters in the various States had had to abandon their plan- 
tations and crowd into Mexico City to live. I will say that the entire 
State of Morelos was wiped out as an agricultural State, and that 
practically the same could be said of Oaxaca, and the same is true 
of various other outlying districts. They say their cattle and horses 
and mules are killed, either by Carranza soldiers or by some one or 
another of the bandit troops. 

The Cuairman. I just call the attention of my colleague to the 
fact that there has not yet been printed in the record a piece of evı- 
dence before this committee of a large number of Mexicans who have 
come to the United States very recently. There is a list of 812 indi- 
viduals who have been examined by the committee recently on the 
border, under oath, some of this evidence having been adduced as 
late as March last, with reference to these people coming over 1m 
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hundreds. As near as can be estimated by the immigration authori- 
ties, the Texas Rangers, and others, it is said that between El Paso, 
Tex., and Brownsville, Tex., in a period of approximately three 
weeks in February and March, and particularly on March 1, the time 
this testimony was taken, on the 19th, approximately 50,000 Mexicans 
had crossed the border this year. 

That is shown by their own testimony and by the statements of 
witnesses given in this list ; and coming from the States of Michoacan, 
Guerrero, Colima, Mexico, and Jalisco, in the central and southern 
portion of Mexico; and that their statements were all practically and 
substantially the same with reference to that condition. They say 
they-can not do anything over there; if one side does not take it away 
from them the others will, and they do not know one from the other; 
sometimes they do not know the Carranza people from the Villa 
people. They can have nothing. It is taken away from them. It 
they get a few dollars in clothing, or anything, a party of those 
bandits will come along and take it away from them. They said 
that the Carranza people were worse than the Villa people. Several 
of them said the Villa people would leave them something to eat, but 
the Carranza people would take it all. They said the Villa people 
would divide with them but the Carranza people would not, they 
would take it all. 

This is from the testimony of S. E. Rix taken at San Antonio, 
Tex., on March 19, 1920. The witness was asked: 

From the statement you have just made I infer that the property owners 
themselves have given up any attempt to farm their properties or to raise crops, 
for the reason that when they get these crops to the point of harvesting they 


are taken away from them by some one or other of the armed factions in 
Mexico? 


The witness replied : 


Yes, sir; that is just exactly what these poor working people who come here 
Say, Several of them I have talked with, some of them I have not talked to, but 
they say they can not raise anything; that when the corn got up to roasting 
ears or anything like that they would come along and cut it down and take it 
away, take it off. 

And then the question was asked : 

And for that reason the big land owners themselves have aban- 
a any attempt to raise crops.” To which the witness replied, 
” Yes.” 


The general trend of all that testimony shows to the same effect; 
that the political conditions down there for the last 10 years have 
been so disturbed that people of Mexico, the working people, are get- 
ling tired, At least 2,000 of them have come out, leaving their 
families behind them, because they could not bring them with them; 
they had to leave their families to perhaps starve. and they came out 
to try to get something to do, with the hope that they might be able 
to eventually bring their families out into the United States. Prac- - 
oe every one of them stated they would not return to Mexico 
gain, 
Senator Branpecer. I understand that testimony has been taken on 
the border. I am glad to have it put in the record at this point also. 
wanted to get Mr. Chamberlain’s notion about it also. 
T. CHAMBERLAIN. I will say that the condition has gone further 
than the mere matter of farms in Mexico; that it has wiped out 90 
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per cent of the industries of that country, except those small indus- 
tries which can be carried on by one man or one man and his family. 

Senator BranprcEE. Not big enough to blackmail. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. That is the idea. 

The CHatrMan. You stated generally that the United States prac- 
tically had a mandatory for Mexico for several years past. I sup- 
pose you have a basis for that statement. I want to call your atten- 
tion to the statement of the President of the United States to the 
Congress of the United States. on August 27, 1913, in which he said: 


We are expected by the powers of the world to act ns Mexico's nearest friend. 

I am happy to suy that several of the great Governments of the world have 
given this Government generous moral support in urging upon the provisional 
authorities at the City of Mexico the acceptance of our proffered good offices in 
the spirit in which they were made. 

All the world expect us in such circumstances to act as Mexico's nearest 
friend and intimate adviser. 


This consent of mankind to what we are attempting. this attitude of the 
great nations of the world toward what we may attempt in dealing with this 
distressed people at our doors, should make us feel the more solemnly bound 


to go to the utmost length of patience and forbearance in this painful and 
anxious business, 


Also a statement by Secretary Bryan, on October 28 the same year. 
published in the New York Times, dated Washington, October 28: 

A new and probably more definite Mexican policy is to De initiated by the 
United States, and pending the disclosure of this program, Great Britain, Ger- 
many, and France have given assurances that they will take no action. 

That a request had been made to the powers to await a proposal regarding 
Mexico from this Government and that already these three European nations 
had acceded to the request was announced late to-day by Secretary Bryan It 


is understood that practically every civilized nation has been notified of the 
purpose of the United States. 


Senator Bacon. the then chairman of the Committee on Foreign 
Relations of the Senate, on October 25, made a statement from which 
I quote: | 

The approval of foreign governments of its policy in Mexico was desired by 
the United States which would always be glad to listen to suggestions, But 
it should be understood that the United States would adhere to the views it 
held with regard to Mexico on the ground that its interest in that Repubile 
was much broader and comprehensive. Its interest. he said, was not merely 
material, but involved moral considerations that gave it a superior position. 

Now, I want to ask you, Mr. Chamberlain, as you are familiar 
more or less with Mexican history, whose name is always referred 
to as the “Liberator”? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. Juarez, I should say. 

The CuHairman. Benita Juarez? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. I ask that because I was interested in the question 
asked by my colleague in regard to the impression which would be 
created upon the masses of the Mexican people, were any Mexican 
leader approached by the United States to agree that he would 
accept friendly assistance from the United States and enter into an 
agreement by which the two countries could work in harmony. with 
this country securing certain rights and privileges in Mexico m 
return for its assistance. The fact is that such an agreement has 
been entered into in the past. There is to-day in existence a treaty 
between the United States and Mexico, from which I want to read 
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one section into the record, because it seems to have been lost sight 
of by the American people, and I want to call attention to it in a 
preliminary way before calling specific attention to the acts of 
Benita Juarez upon practically that same subject. I will read article 
8 into the record : 


The Mexican Government having on the fifth day of February, 1858, author- 
izd the early construction of a plank and rail road across the Isthmus of 
Tehuantepec, und, to secure the stable benefits of said transit way to the 
persons and merchandise of the citizens of Mexico. and the United States, it 
is stipulated that neither Government will interpose any obstacle to the transit 
of persons and merchandise of both Nations: and at no time shall higher charges 
bb made for the transit of persons and property of citizens of the United 
States. than may be made for the persons and property of other foreign Nations, 
hor shall any interest in said transit way, nor any of the proceeds thereof, be 
transferred to any foreign Government. , 

The United States, by its agents, shall have the right to transport across 
the isthmus, in closed bags, the mails of the United States, not intended for 
distribution along the line of communication: also the effects of the United 
States Government or its citizens, which may be intended for transit, and not 
for distribution on the isthmus, free of customs house or other charges by the 
Mexican Government. Neither passports nor letters of security will be required 
of persons crossing the isthmus and not remaining in the country. 

When the construction of the railroad shall have been completed, the Mexican 
Government agrees to open a port of entry, in addition to the port of Vera Cruz, 
itor hear the terminus of said road on the Gulf of Mexico. 

The two Governments will enter into arrangements for the prompt transit of 
troops and munitions of the Unied States, which that Government may have 
avasion to send from one part of its territory to another lying on opposite sides 
of the continent, l 

The Mexican Government having agreed to protect with its whole power the 
prosecution, preservation, and security of the work, the United States may ex- 
lend its protection as it shall judge wise to it, when it may feel sanctioned or 
Warranted by the public or international law. 


The Caiman. That is in full force and effect. Now, in January, 
1560, there was presented in the Senate of the United States a public 
treaty, well known in Mexico and acted upon in this country. That 
treaty was ordered printed for the use of the Senate, was never acted 
upon by the Mexican Government and the United States, but it was 
eden by the great liberator, Juarez. Among other things, it 
provides: 


A 4 

Whereas the ratificatiors of a treaty of amity, commerce, and navigation were 
changed between the United States of America and the United Mexican States 
n the Sth of April, 1881; and whereas the ratitications of a treaty for the 
alteration of boundary and regulatious of a transit or right of way across the 
thins of Tehuantepec were exchanged between the same two Repnblies on 
the 30th of June, 1854: and whereas it is deemed expedient to amplify and ex- 
tend some of the stipulations of the aforesaid treaties, and thus render more 
firin aud inviolable the true and sincere friendship now existing between the 
hited States and Mexico: 

Wherefore the following stipulations have been agreed upon by means of a 
Treaty of transits and commerce: 

For which important object the President of the United States of America 
bis appointed Robert M. McLane, a citizen of the United States, and envoy 
traordinary and minister plepipotentiary of the United States of America 
heir the Mexican Govermnent, with full powers: and the President of the Mexi- 
‘an Republic, in the exercise of the executive power, having conferred like full 
Powers on the citizen: Melchor Ocampo, seeretary of state and foreign affairs: 
tnd the aforesaid plenipotentiaries, after having compared and exchanged. in 
a wks their respective powers as aforesaid, have agreed upon the following 

icles; 

ARTICLE I. As an amplification of the eighth article of the treaty of the 30th 
af December, 1853, the Mexican Republie cedes to the United States and its 
citizens ang property, in perpetuity, the right of way, by the Isthmus of 
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Tehuantepec, from one ocean to the other, by any Kind of roud now existing or 
that may hereafter exist, both Republics and their citizens enjoying it. 

ArT. II. Both Republics agree to protect all routes now existing, or that 
shall hereafter exist. over the said isthmus, und to guarantee the neutrality 
of the same. 

ART. III. Simultaneous with the first bona tide use of any route across the 
said isthmus for purposes of actual transit, the Republic of Mexico shall 
establish two ports of deposit—the one on the east, the other on the west of 
the isthmus. No duty shall be levied by the Govessment of Mexico upon 
foreign effects and merchandise which may pass bona fide by the said isthmus, 
and Which may not be intended for the consumption of the Mexican Republic. 
No incumbrance of tolls shall be imposed upon foreign persons and property 
whieh may pass by this road beyond those that may be imposed upon the 
persons and property of Mexicans. The Republic of Mexico will continue to 
allow the free and untramme}led transit of the mails of the United States, 
provided they pass in closed mail bags, and they be not for distribution on the 
road. Upon such mails none of the charges imposed. nor of those which may 
hereafter be imposed, shall be applied in any case. 

ART. IV. The Mexican Republic agrees that it will establish for each of 
the two ports of deposit—the one on the east, the other on the west of the 
isthmus—regulations that will permit the effects and merchandise belonging 
to citizens or subjects of the United States or of any foreign country to be 
entered and stored in warehouses, which shall be erected for that purpose, 
free of all tonnage or other duties whatever, except the necessary charges for 
eartage and storage, Which said effects and merchandise may be subsequently 
withdrawn for transit across the said isthmus, and for shipment from either of 
the said ports of deposit to any foreign port, free of all tonnage or other duties 
whatever; and they may ikewise be withdrawn from the said warehouses for 
sale and copsumption, within the territory of the Mexican Republic, on the 
payment of such duties or imposts as the said Mexican Government may be 
pleased to enact. 

ART. V. The Republic of Mexico ugrees that should it become necessary at 
any time to employ military forces for the security and protection of persons 
and property passing over any of the routes aforesaid, it will employ the 
requisite force for that purpose; but upon failure to do this, from any cause 
whatever, the Government of the United States may, with the consent or at 
the request of the Government of Mexico. or of the minister thereof at Wash- 
ington, or of the competent legally appointed local authorities, civil or military. 
employ such force for this and for no other purpose; and when, in the opinion 
of the Government of Mexico, the necessity ceases, such force shall be im- 
mediately withdrawn. 

In the exceptional case. however, of unforeseen or imminent danger to the 
lives or property of citizens of the United States, the forces of said Republics are 
authorized to act for their protection without such consent having been previ- 
ously obtained; and such forces shall be withdrawn when the necessity for 
this employment ceases, 

Arr. VI. The Mexican Repubile grants to the United States the simple tran- 
sit of its troops, military stores, and munitions of war by the Isthmus of 
Tehuantepec, and by the transit or route of communication referred to in 
this convention from the city of Guaymas, on the Gulf of California, to the 
Rancho de Nogales or some suitable point on the boundary line between the 
Republic of Mexico and the United States near the one hundred and eleventh de- 
gree, west longitude from Greenwich, immediate notice thereof being given to the 
local authorities of the Republic of Mexico. And the two Republics agree, like 
wise, that it shall be an express stipulation with the companies or enterprises to 
whom hereafter the carriage or transportation is granted, by any railroads or 
other means of communication on the aforesaid transits, that the price for con- 
veying the troops, military stores, and munitions of war of the two Republics 
shall be, at most, one-half the ordinary fare paid by the passengers or mer- 
chandise which may pass over the said transits: it being understood that if 
the grantees of privileges already granted, or which hereafter may be 
granted, upon railroads or other means of conveyance over said transits. 
refuse to receive for one-half the price of conveyance the troops, arms, mili- 
tary stores, and munitions of the United States, the latter Government will 
not impart to them the protection spoken of in Articles II and V, nor any 
other protection. 
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Art. VII. The Mexican Republic hereby cedes to the United States in perpe- 
tuity. and to their citizens and property, the right of way or transit across 
the territory of the Republic of Mexico, from the cities of Camargo and Mata- 
moros, or any suitable point on the Rio Grande, in the State of Tamaulipas, 
via Monterey, to the port of Mazatlan, at the entrance of the Gulf of Cali- 
fornia, in the State of Sinaloa, and from the Rancho de Nogales, or any suit- 
able point on the boundary line between the Republic of Mexico and the United 
Stutés near the one hundred and eleventh degree, west longitude from Green- 
Wich, via Magdalena and Hermosillo to the city of Guaymas, on the Gulf of Cali- 
fornia, in the State of Sonora, over any railroad or route, of communication, 
natural or artificial. which may now or hereafter exist or be constructed, to he 
used and enjoyed in the same manner and upon equal terms by both Republics 
an] their respective citizens, the Mexican Republice reserving always for it- 
self the right of sovereignty which if now has upon all the transits spoken 
of in the present treaty. All stipulations and regulations of every kind ap- 
Piicable to the right of way or transit across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec 
that are or have been agreed upon between the two Republics are hereby ex- 
tended and applied to the foregoing transits or rights of way, excepting the 
night of passing troops, military stores, and munitions of war from the Rio 
Grande to the Gulf of California. 

Art. VIII. The two Republics likewise agree that from the list of merchan- 
dise here annexed the Congress of the United States shall select those which, 
being the natural, industrial, or manufactured product of either of the two 
Republics, may be admitted for sale and consumption in either of the two coun- 
tries under conditions of a perfect reciprocity, Whether they be considered free 
of duty or at a rate of duty to be fixed by the Congress of the United States; 
it being the intention of the Mexican Republic to admit the articles in question 
at the lowest rate of duty, and even free if the Congress of the United States 
consents thereto. Their introduction from one to the other Republie shall be 
mide at the points which the Governments of both Republics may fix upon at 
the limits or houndaries thereof ceded and granted for the transits, and in per- 
petnity, by this convention, either across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec or from 
the Gulf of California to the interior frontier between Mexico and the United 
States. If any similar privileges should be granted by Mexico to other Nations 
at the termini of the aforesaid transits upon the Gulfs of Mexico and California 
and upon the Pacific Ocean, it shall be in consideration of the same conditions 
and stipulations of reciprocity which are imposed upon the United States by 
the terms of this convention. 


Senator BranpEGEE. What is the date of that? 
The Cuarrman. 1860, entered into in 1859. 
pon Branprcee. What is the date of the treaty of Guadalupe 
idalgo? 
The Coarrman. 1848; and the treaty of Gadsden was in 1854, con- 
taining this agreement. a 
Benita Juarez has never lost his prestige in Mexico by virtue of the 
fact that he entered into that treaty, has he. 
Mr. Cuampernain. Not that I know of. 
_the CHatrkwan. His birthday is celebrated every year in every 
little village and hamlet in Mexico, is it not? 
Ir, CHAMBERLAIN. Yes, sir. . 
7 The Cuatrman. He is called the “ Liberator of Mexico,” or the 
Lawgiver of Mexico”? 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. Yes, sir. 
he CHarrman, Then, if the Mexican citizens approved the acts of 
nita Juarez, or have at least tacitly given their approval, if a real 
patriotic Mexican citizen of the present day should enter into a similar 
agreement with the United States, or an agreement of the character 
you have suggested, with reference to nancing Mexico, except 
through the mouth of demagogues, would there likely be any objection 
on the part of the Mexican people? 
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Mr. CHAMBERIAIN. I think that while they do not dare say so 
aloud, that within their hearts they would look upon it as the great- 
est benefit they could possibly secure. 

Mr. Branpecer. The reason I wanted to know about that was be- 
cause you stated that the more hostile Carranza appeared to be to 
the United States the more popular he was in Mexico. I wondered 
whether, if a man tried to be friendly with the United States. it 
would make him unpopular’ 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. It did not make him popular, it increased his 
power. In a way it did make him popular, as one who is a cham- 
pion of the common people, and a champion of the whole Latin 
America, who dared to take a stand against the colossul of the 
North. It may have had that effect. But*as far as we were con- 
cerned it made him more powerful in that it impressed his people 
with the belief that he could flout us with impunity. 

The CHatrman. As a matter of fact, a great part of the people, 
10,000,000 out of the 16,000,000, did not know whether he was a 
friend or an enemy to the United States, and did not care? 

Mr. Cuampertatn. Well, you can say that a large proportion of 
the Mexican people were rather indifferent. 

Senator Branprcee. Eighty per cent or about that are Indians. 
are they not? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I would say that $0 per cent of the Indians is 
an inarticulate class, a very low development of peons, but they 
have some excellent qualities. They had a tremendous reputation 
at one time for honesty, but that has been undermined to a certain 
extent by this long continuing condition of banditry. 

Senator Branprecre. But the peon is Indian, is he not? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. There are over 50 various tribes, and they are 
generally named as belonging to the peon class. 

Senator Branprcer. They are not Spanish? 

Mr. CHamBeruain. No; they are not Spanish. 

This point as to whether the taking of any such step as I have 
indicated would cause a great outcry takes us right back to a state- 
ment which has been made to me frequently by Mexicans, that while 
they would not say so publicly they are in favor of intervention, that 
they pray for it every night of their lives: that such a sentiment 1$ 
tremendous now in Mexico, especially with the merchant class. 
don’t want to be taken as saying that those people would back inter- 
vention. They would not. They would fight against it, but they 
want ìt. 

Senator Branprecer. You spoke of some of these large American 
industrial concerns there being perfectly satisfied with conditions 
as they are, because they get what they want by paying a tribute and 
keep out competition. What is the general opinion among Amen- 
cans in Mexico as to the wisdom of letting things go as they are? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. There are a great many Americans in all kinds 
of activities down there who would say that same thing: “TI am get- 
ting along all right. I am making a revenue out of chaos.” But if 
you take them to one side and say to them. “ Is it not the ideal solu- 
tion to have economic control of the country? Would not that end 
all the trouble both for Mexico and for us?” I have vet to come 
across a man who would not immediately reply, “ You are quite 
right on that point.” ` ` 
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Senator BRANDEGEE. Then they do not want conditions to remain 
as they are? 

Mr. CHampertaln. They do not. They are making possibly a 
very good income out of existing conditions, but at the same time 
they will admit that the nearest to the ideal that we could accomphsh 
is the shaping up of a firm girder on which the Mexicans can build, 
and that girder would be economic control, inforced by the power 
of the United States. 

Senator BRaNDEGEE. However contented any of them may be tem- 
porarily with that condition, they all know that in the nature of 
things it can not be permanent ? 

Mr. CHaMBERLAIN. They do. 

The CHairMan. They are taking a gambler`s chance. 

Mr. CHamper.ain. That is true of a great many of our chambers 
of commerce. One of the greatest difficulties I had in Mexico was 
to hold down individual investors and chambers of commerce who ° 
wished to rush into Mexico and take advantage of high prices, irre- 
spective of the claims of their own blood countrymen whose property 
had been destroyed and who had been robbed of all that they had. 
They said, “ That is all right. They don’t rob me.” That opposi- 
tion is natural. I think the same opposition is threatening us now, 
I believe some of the biggest interests are dickering at this moment. 
directly or indirectly, with Obregon or somebody ales who thinks he 
is going to be the top man, and I think if this country does not take 
measures to stop that tendency it will lose the greatest opportunity 
we have ever had for putting that country on a firm and settled basis. 

The CHarrMaN. On that line the committee has in its possession a 
telegram sent from New York City, on the 24th day of October, 1917, 
from the American Smelting & Refining Co. to its agent in El Paso, 
Tex., reading as follows: 

Garcla now here with Obregon. Is in our employ reporting to . 
States to-day Gen. Murgia has offered to supply all troops necessary for our 
Protection where we resume operations. Please see und arrange 
through Gareia or otherwise to secure this assistance from Gen, Murgia for 
Santa Barbara. 

The Garcia mentioned is known to the committee as Andreas 
Garcia, then inspector general of Mexican consulates on the border 
of this country and Mexico, and being more recently, until the fall 
of Juarez, the postmaster general of Mexico, This telegram indicates 
that he was in the employ of an American company, and attempting 
to secure the services of the Mexican army under Gen. Murgia for 
the protection of cértain of their interests. o 

Speaking for myself, I have no criticism whatever of the action of 
the company in sending that telegram. They were attending strictly 
to their business and the business of their stockholders. They were 
not being protected by this Government in the operation of their 
legitimate business, and where they were able to take advantage of 
the conditions and secure protection by paying for it to Mexican 
agents, I think it was their business to do it, and I have no possible 
enticism to offer. 

Mr. CHamreRLAIN. There is no criticism, Mr. Chairman, except 
this genera] criticism, and I refer back to the statement I made that 
under a grafting administration in Mexico, I don’t care who heads 
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the oligarchy, our people were forced into the position of being 
bribers if they wanted to do business. What we ought to do is to 
look forward to such a condition where an honest man as well as a 
briber can do business in Mexico. 

The CHarrman. The committee knows of other companies and 
corporations doing business along similar lines, and there was no in- 
tention to make any invidious distinction. I simply pointed out the 
conditions under which our interests are able to continue business, as 
additional and corroborative evidence of the fact that you have stated 
the little man and small American, who has not enough money or in- 
fluence to employ an army for protection, is the man who suffers. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I made no distinction, because I included every- 
body doing a successful business in Mexico. 

The Cuarrman. You have referred to the note sent by this Gov- 
ernment to the Mexican Government on April 2, 1917, which was pub- 
lished by Carranza in Mexico, apparently with the intention of 
answering a speech made by the Dissident of the United States to 
newspaper men. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN, Yes, sir. 

The CHarrman. The committee has a copy of that note of April 
2. 1918, which was given publicity by Mr. Carranza, and of course, 
even under ordinary circumstances, would be justified in calling 
attetion to it. Following that note another was written, under 
date of August 12, 1912, forwarded to the Mexican Government 
and delivery, presumably by our ambassador to the Mexican Presi- 
dent. sent by Mr. Lansing, in which note, among other thing, the 
Secretary of State says: 

As I have not received an answer to my note of April 2, I am instructed 
to draw your excelleney’s attention to that note and to point out again the 
concern with which my Government entertains as to the possible effect of 
these various decrees upon the vested rights in Mexico of American citizens 
in oil properties. And to further direct your excellency’s attention to the 
necessity which may arise, in order to protect the property of its citizens 
is Mexico. divested or injuriously affected by the said decrees. to impel the 
United States to protect the property of its citizens. y 

Now, what impression was made upon the minds of the Mexican 
people generally by the sending of notes of that kind, in the face 
of the President’s statement that under no circumstances did we 
propose to use force in compelling Mexico to do anything? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. It made notes of that kind utterly of no effect. 
while making the ambassador who was put in the position of deliv- 
ering the note ridiculous. 

The CHatrmMan. And it was that condition brought about by these 
assertions in these notes, and the impression made upon the Mexican 
people. that caused you to resign from your office? 

M r. CHAMBERLAIN. It was the culmination of those conditions, and 
the desire to be able to speak freely on the entire subject. 

The CHatrMan. Do vou know what answer Mr. Carranza finally 
made to the note of August 12, as communicated to this Govern- 


ment ? | 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. No: I have never been informed as to the 


answer. 
Senator BranpEcEE. Did he make any answer? 
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The CHarrman. We were so informed by Mr. Fletcher under date: 
of August 14. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I remember talking to Mr. Fletcher about 
that, but I don’t remember what happened well enough to quote him. 

The CuatrMan, A portion of the answer, as forwarded to this 
Government, was as follows: 

I presented in writing the request contained in your telegram 1357, August 
12, to the President at an interview this afternoon. In reply he stated that 
it was impossible to postpone operation of the petroleum decree further. In 
the fundamental questions involved, i. e.. the conflicting rights of the Govern- 
ment and private individuals to the subsoil products, he explained that the 
derrees were fiscal legislation merely, to pass laws that would give effect to 
article 27 of the Constitution and to legislate as to the above question was 
the province of Congress, He stated that if the difficulty could not be settled 
exept hy war or intervention he was sorry. but was prepared to confront this 
alternative. 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. Which was simply to be expected, in view of 
President Wilson’s assertion that no matter what he did there would 
be no war. 

Senator BranpDEGEE. We have not replied to Mr. Carranza’s ulti- 
matum, as far as I am aware of. 

The CHarrman. No. But again, on October 1, 1919, we said, re- 
ferring to this same subject: 

In this view of the matter the Government of the United States, owing as it 
does to its citizens, the duty of protecting them in foreign lands, both in their 
persons and their property rights, must strongly protest against the action 
of the Mexican Government as outlined above, and characterize it as threaten- 
ing confiscation and a denial of justice. 

In communicating the foregoing the Government of the United States takes 
wKcusion to express the confident hope that pending the general settlement of 
the petroleum question by specific legislation of the Mexican Congress, the 
administrative authorities of Mexico will respect the vested rights of American 
citizens and evince that respect by withdrawing its insistence that interested 
American citizens comply with the provisions of the decrees mentioned, 


Senator Branpecer. Do we not say we will hold them to strict 
accountability ? 

The CHatrman. No; not these notes. We only used that in ref- 
erence to Germany and Huerta. 

You spoke about a series of articles vou are publishing in Collier’s. 
Have they begun to be published yet? 

Mr. CHama. Yes; three have appeared, and three or four more 
will probably appear. 

a CuHairmMan. That is all I care to ask you. You will be ex- 
cused. 

(Thereupon, at 4.30 o’clock p. m., the committee adjourned subject, 
to the call of the chairman.) 
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UNITED STATES SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE OF ForEIGN RELATIONS, 
Washington, D. C. 
The committee met at 11 a. m., pursuant to the call of the chair- 
man, in room 128, Senate Office Building, Senator Albert B. Fall 
presiding. 
Present, Senators Fall (chairman) and Brandegee. 


TESTIMONY OF MR. CHARLES E. JONES. 


(The witness was duly sworn by the Chairman.) 

The Cuarrman. You may state your name to the committee. 

Mr. Jones. Charles E. Jones. 

The Cuarrman. Your residence. 

Mr. Jones. New York. 

The Cuainman. What is your business, Mr. Jones? 

Mr. Jones. Newspaper man. 

The Cuarrman. What have you been engaged in for the last several 
years past, in addition to your writing? 

Ír. Jones. In addition to my newspaper work, for the last five 
years I have been cooperating with the United States Department of 
Justice Bureau of Investigations. 

The Cuarrxman. Where has your work or your cooperation with 
the Department of Justice carried you, and with whom generally 
have you been doing such work? 

Mr. Joxes. Throughout nearly all parts of the United States, par- 
eve along the border, and in Central America and in Mexico. 

The Cuarrman. In Mexico, have you had confidential relations, or 
have you been, in your cooperation with the department, in contact 
with prominent Mexicans? 

r. Jones. Yes, sir. Shall I explain how that came about? 

ie Cuairman. Yes; I think you had best make an explanation 
of it. 

Mr. Jonzs. During the latter part of 1917 I received a proposition 
from the Mexican foreign office, through the secretary of foreign 
relations at that time, Candido Aguilar. That proposition came to 
me through Mr. Adam Leckie, who was a member of the Mexican 
law frm of Gonzalez Roa Carbajal and Leckie. The proposition 
Was something like this: They were very anxious to have a publicity 

ector through the United States, and also to at all times be thor- 
oughly kept advised as to exactly what was occurring here in Wash- 
ington, or where anything might arise of interest throughout the 
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United States, and they particularly referred at that time to the 
oo of the revolutionary interests throughout the’ United 
tates. 

For probably two years prior to that time I had been sending 
almost daily reports to the Department of Justice, and as soon as 
that prope inon reached me it was immediately reported at that 
time to A. Bruce Bielaski, who was Chief of the Bureau of Investi- 
gation at that time. The negotiations continued for probably two 
months, insomuch as I had in my possession an unusually large 

uantity of papers, documents, etc., pertaining to the activities of 
the Mexican revolutionists of which the Mexican Government was 
very anxious to secure control. When I first started in with the 
Department of Justice it was thoroughly understood between Mr. 
Bielaski and myself that under no circumstances would I accept any 
remuneration, nor was I ever sworn in to the Department of Justice 
service, although they were anxious to have same done. 

Senator Branprecre. You mean you were not employed at all by 
the Department of Justice? 

Mr. Jones. The proposition came up in this way, Senator: Things 
were developing pretty rapidly down in Central America, and For- 
rest C. Pendleton, at that time division superintendent for the, Gulf 
States, knowing I was quite familiar with conditions in Central 
America, asked me if I would consent to go into the employment or 
service of the Department of Justice. I told him that due to their 
remuneration and my own business affairs that it would be impos- 
sible to consider a proposition of that kind, but that I would agree 
to help them out, providing it would be absolutely at all times kept 
thoroughly confidential. So, with that understanding I became con- 
nected with them, always in an inside capacity. 

About two weeks after that Mr. Bielaski came to New Orleans. 
where I was at that time, to see me, and asked me if I would continue 
to cooperate with them. So, I agreed with him to do so, provided, 
as I have stated, it would be kept entirely confidential, and that my 
hands would not be tied, as far as information or anything of that 
kind that I might secure was concerned, if at any time I wanted to 
use it. Soin that way we started. 

For a period of a year and a half or probably two years I even 
paid all of my own expenses, although they repeatedly insisted upon 
me rendering accounts, which I refused to do. At the time Mr. 
Bielaski entered into this agreement with me I told him that even- 
tually I expected to utilize in a newspaper way at any time any 
stuff I might get. So it was thoroughly understood and agreed 
between he and myself that if at any time I wanted to use the stuf 
I had a perfect right to do so. 

So, with that understanding, I cut in with them, and up to the 
time Mr. Bielaski quit, and for probably three and a half or four 
months after that, I did the best I could for them. When Bielask 
got out I dropped out myself as soon as I could. So from the time 
1 started I handled for his department, down tn Central America and 
elsewhere, considerable of their Mexican investigations. 

The Crairman. Have you documentary evidence? 

Mr. Jonrs. Yes, sir: and I might as well submit that right now. 

Senator BranpEGEE. Documentary evidence of what? 
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The Cuarrman. Of his association with the Department of Justice. 

Senator BRANDEGEE. Before you put that in the record, let me ask 
you another question in line with what I started to ask. 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. 

Senator BraNpDEGEE. You say you cooperated with them, and you 
did not, as I understand you, receive any compensation ? 

Mr. Jone. None, whatever. 

The Coarrman. Except later on, after a couple of years, they paid 
your expenses ? 

Mr. Jones. When the Felicista movement first became active the 
private secretary of Mrs. Diaz, Guillermo Rosas, was coming to New 
York, and he and two other parties came up, we were endeavoring at 
that time to secure the Felicista codes, and so I brought Rosas and 
these two other Mexicans up and paid all their expenses. We did 
succeed in lifting the entire codes on the trip, which was turned over 
tothe Department of Justice, photostatic copies made and turned over 
tothem. On the way back, after having spent about five or six weeks 
on the trip up here and in New York, Mr. Pendleton said, “ You are 
absolutely foolish to continue to pay your own expenses, and you 
render an account for this trip ”; so I did, and from that time on, such 
expenses as I incurred I was reimbursed for by the bureau. 

Senator BraNDEGEE. What I wanted to do was to make perfectly 
pan whatever the fact was in relation to your cooperation with the 

epartment of Justice. As I understand you, you were in no sense 
at any time an official of the department ? 

Senator BranpEecre. Or in its employ? 

Mr. Jones. Never. 

Senator Branpecre. But when thev asked you to do certain things 
that involved expense, later on you thought it was proper and did 
accept compensation for those expenditures ? 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. 

Senator Braxprere. What was vour motive in cooperating with 
the department in that way if you were not an employee of it? 

Mr. Jones. As I explained to you a few moments ago, due to per- 
sonal friendship of Mr. Pendleton and myself, and as the revolu- 
tionary movement on foot in Honduras at that particular time was 
most active, and due to certain connections I had in Honduras, I was 
ma position to get the inside facts. The Bureau of Investigation at 
that time probably only had 250 or 300 men and a very limited appro- 
pnation for the financial support of the bureau. Pendleton’s hands 
were absolutely tied as far as being able to get the information he 
wanted was concerned; therefore, knowing that probably I might be 
able to get it, he came to me to get me to do it. That was Forrest C. 

endleton. 

Senator Branprcee. I am interested in knowing whether it was 
simply your friendship for Pendleton or whether it was a patriotic 
lea to help your country? 

Mr. Jones. Both. At that particular time and in that particular 
instance I did it just offhand to cooperate with Pendleton, without 
‘ver thinking I would be called upon to cut in again. I pro- 
duced what Pendleton thought were excellent results. He then asked 
me, “Would you be willing to consider entering the Government 
‘rvice?” J told him I could not do so, but I would be willing to co- 
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operate with him provided it would always be thoroughly conf- 
dential. He evidently wrote to Mr. Bielaski about it, for within two 
weeks or so Mr. Bielaski came down, and I then entered into an agree- 
ment with him that whenever or wherever I could be of any service I 
would be very glad to cooperate with them. 

Senator BRANDEGEE. I understand that now. Why was it that this 
member of this Mexican law firm hit upon you as a desirable man to 
employ in their interests? 

Mr. Jones. Mr. Leckie and myself have been very strong personal 
friends for a good many years. He was a membr of the law firm of 
Leckie, Cox & Shierer, in the Southern Building in Washington, 
D. C., and after Carranza began to get on his feet down there, 
Leckie. who had had in his possession a great many of the claims 
placed in his hands by foreigners having investments in Mexico. 
decided undoubtedly that probably the best way to successfully 
handle the claims would be to connect himself with a Mexican law 
firm, which he did. And when Leckie was approached by Gonzalez 
Roa, who was probably as close to Carranza as any Mexican, Leckie 
immediately thought of me and put the proposition up to me. 

Senator Branpecegr. That explains it. What is Leckie’s full name! 

Mr. Jones. Adam Leckie. 

Senator BRANDEGEE. Now you may proceed with your documentary 
evidence. 

Mr. Jones. So, at the time Mr. Pendleton carried through that 
roposition with me, from that time on almost daily I handled some 
entral American or Mexican work for the Bureau of Investigation 

in connection with my newspaper work. 

Senator BranprcEe. Do I understnd that all the time. over the 
period about which you are testifying, your newspaper work was 
your dominating idea? 

Mr. Jones. Oh, ves. 

Senator Branpecrr. And your regular occupation? 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. 

Senator Branpecer. And all this other information you came into 
possession of was acquired primarily in the newspaper work! 

Mr. Jones. It was acquired primarily for that, but at the request of 
Chief Bielaski, Mr. Pendleton, or others, I had to choke 95 per cent 
of it to death, because if I had published the information I secured 
it would have, 9 times out of 10, interfered with the plans and 
future efforts of the Bureau of Investigation. So in the end my 
connection and association with the bureau was decidedly a very 
undesirable connection for me. 

Senator Branpecer. It was a losing financial operation? 

Mr. Jones. At all stages of the game. If I could have published 
what I had there is no telling what I could have had. I could have 
scooped the country from a newspaper standpoint almost every day. 

Senator BRANDEGEE. And yet, while you had to choke this to death. 
as you express it, at the request of Mr. Pendleton or Mr. Bielask!, 
nevertheless. you had with him an understanding when you went 1n 
that you could at any time make public anything you wanted to! 

Mr. Jones. An absolutely positive understanding. 

Senator BranpecEe. But when you saw how important it was. at 
their request, you suppressed it? 
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Mr. Jones. With the idea, you understand, Senator, that it would 
take days and days to explain, but if I could have published the stuff 
that I had I would have had a newspaper beat almost every day. 

Senator BraNDEGEE. That is all ee to ask on that point. 

Mr. Jones. Under date of June 28, 1916, from Washington, Mr. 
Bielaskie wrote me at New Orleans as follows: 


My Dear Mr. Jones: I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of June 
21, 1916, with respect to the awkward position in which certain remarks made 
by one Dr, J. H. Wiley have put you and Mr. Pendleton. 

I think that the actions which you and Mr. Pendleton have taken have cleared 
up this matter as satisfactorily as is possible without so revealing your rela- 
tons with this department as to seriously interfere with the best interests of 
the Government. 

If Dr. Wiley should continue to make statements of a character likely tu 
seriously injure either yourself or Special Agent Pendleton, we can probably 
find some way of inducing him to pursue a more proper course; but at the pres- 
ent time it seems to me that you and Mr. Pendleton must, for the good of the 
public service, make whatever sacrifices are essential to keep your relations with 
the Government confidential. 

With respect to the Dusart case, the Diaz case, the Honduras revolutionary 
matter, and numerous other similar matters of grave concern to the United 
States, I am only too glad to testify to the discreet, patriotic, and invaluable 
service which you have rendered. 

I appreciate very much your assurance that you will continue to aid us as 
heretofore and assure you that I will be glad to testify to the value of your 
vervice at any time such action may seem desirable. 

Very truly, yours, 
A. BRUCE BIELASKI, Chief. 


_Tam introducing this due to the fact that several times in carry- 
ing out the suggestions of Chief Bielaski and Mr. Pendleton and 
others connected with the Department of J ustice and the State De- 
partment I have put myself in a false position. This man Wiley 
made some rather dirty remarks, and so I wrote to Bielaski that I 
could not afford under any circumstances to carry through such plans 
as that inthe future. This letter was the result of that. 

Under date of June 16, 1919, Mr. Bielaski, from New York City, 
wrote Mr. L. L. Winslow, State Department, Washington, D. C., as 
follows: 

Deak WINSLOW: This note will introduce to you Mr. Charles E. Jones, of 
New Orleans, La. During the time that I was with the Department of Justice 
Mr. Jones was a very valuable source of information and assistance, especially 
with respect to matters pertaining to Mexico and Central America. I think 
Some one in your office once told me that he turned in a greater amount of 
correct information regarding these countries than any other individual. You 
will find that the reports which have come to you from him through the Depart- 


ment of Justice were in the name of Cresse. 


Yours, very truly 
, A. Bruce BIELASKI. 


Senator Branpecre. These you are reading from are photostatic 

i ti are they not ? 
r. Jones. Yes, sir. 

Senator Branpeare. Do you have the original, from which the 

Photostatic copy was made? i 
r. Jones. Yes, sir. 

The Cuamman. I was going to ask you if you had not originally 
ad some communication with this committee under the same name 
which you have given there—Cresse ? 

Mr. Jones. How is that? 
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The Cuarrmayn. In your original communications heretofore had 
with this committee during this investigation have you communicated 
with them under the name of Cresse ? | 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir; due to the fact that Capt. Hanson was familiar 
with the department name that was given me by the department, 
carrying me under the namie of “ Cresse.” That was Mr. Bielaski’s 
own suggestion, due to the fact that there were in the State Depart- 
ment innumerable leaks which went directly back to various Mexi- 
can factions. | 

Under date of May 28, 1919, on a Department of Justice letter- 
head, I wish to read the following letter, dated at New Orleans, from 
Forrest C. Pendleton: 

May 28, 1919. 


To whom it may concern: 


I have known the bearer, Mr. Charles E. Jones, for over three years and I am 
glad, indeed, to testify to the very valuable assistance he has rendered to the 
Department of Justice. particularly to the New Orleans office. 

In my opinion, he more than anyone else is entitled to the credit for break- 
ing up the activities throughout the United States of the Nicaraguan, Guate- 
malan, Salvador, and Hondurunian revolutionary movements. He has also 
furnished the Department of Justice as much, or more inside information per- 
taining to revolutionary movements in Mexico as any man in this country. Re- 
sults secured by him regarding activities of German spies and propagandists in 
Mexico and along the Texas, Arizona, New Mexico, and California border was 
of great Value to the United States Government. 

I know of no man in the United States so thoroughly posted on Mexican 
and Central American political affairs, and he is. without question, the most 
astute, accurate, and resourceful investigator I have ever met. 

Mr. Jones is thorousbly trustworthy, aud you can absolutely rely on anything 
he tells vou. 

Yours, very truly, ` 
FORREST C. PENDLETON, 
Division Superintendent. 


Senator Braxbrteer. If these are all in writing, could they not be 
handed to the stenographer and put in the record, and you proceed 
with vour testimony ? 

Mr. Jones. Yes. sir. I will introduce a letter from Charles E. 
Breniman, division superintendent of the San Antonio division, dated 
January 13, 1919. 

I will also introduce a letter from Adam Leckie, dated May 20, 
1918, addressed to Ion. Ignacio Bonillas, Mexican ambassador, at 
Washington, D. C. 

I also introduce a letter from R. E. Muzguiz, consul general of 
Mexico, at New Orleans, addressed to Bonillas, dated June 17, 1918. 

The Cauaitnman. These letters may be printed as an appendix to the 
testimony of this witness. 

(The three letters referred to last above are printed in full as an 
appendix to the testimony of this witness, together with other letters 
to be furnished.) l 

Senator Branprcer. Is this Adam Leckie, who was a member of 
this firm of Gonzalez Roa, Carbajal & Leckie, the one that you spoke 
of being in the Southern Building at Washington ? 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. Unfortunately, Mr. Leckie died last Decem- 
ber. He probably might have been bumped off. I don’t know 
whether he was or not. But in connection with Mr. Leckie I think 1t 
in common justice to him that I should say that at the time Mr. 
Leckie was in Mexico connected with that Mexican law firm. it 1S 8 
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matter of knowledge to Ambassador Fletcher at that time, and to 
myself and Chief Bielaski, that Mr. Leckie was probably the very 
best inside source of information that I personally had in Mexico 
City. He personally was able to get stuff directly from Gonzalez 
Roa, who in turn got it from Carranza or Carranza’s higher officials. 
I personally know of no man in Mexico, or America, who was more 

atriotic and more loyal and more honest to our Government than 
Mr. Leckie. It is true that he had probably closer relations with 
prominent Mexican officials at that time than almost any American, 
with the possible exception of Mr. Douglass. Leckie, until the day 
of his death, never had the slightest idea that I ever had any connec- 
tion with the Bureau of Investigation, and in that way I was able to 
vet stuff which Leckie told me he in turn had offered to our military 
attaché in Mexico, and also Ambassador Fletcher. He tendered his 
services without any qualifications to the embassy down there. What 
they did with it I don’t know, but I do know that Mr. Leckie was a 
100 per cent square American, and if it had not been for the stupidity 
of the State Department Leckie could have been of great service in 
many Mexican matters as they came through, but for some reason, 
largely because he was a Republican, I imagine—that was his opin- 
ion—they did not care to have anything to do with him. 

Senator BranpeceE. When you say he offered information re- 
peatedly to our ambassador, Mr. Fletcher, in Mexico, and to other 
people, do you mean to intimate that although he offered it, it was 
not availed of ? 

Mr. Jones. I could not correctly say that, Senator, but I believe 
this. The correct interpretation of that would be, for instance, Mr. 
Leckie, at the time Mr. Rhoades and Mr. Garfield were sent down 
there by some oil company to negotiate some transaction I happened 
to meet both, Rhoades and Garfield and Leckie at San Antonio, Leckie 
was coming out and they were going in. They had been down there 

nor to that time, and Leckie’s statement regarding that was that 

e had secured certain information from Gonzalez Roa as to what 
Luis Cabrera and Carranza had already said and that he had told 
that to the oil attorneys and in turn had made certain suggestions to 
the Embassy and the Embassy simply thanked him for it and let 
It go. He had made the offer, as I understood it, to the ambassador, 
n confidence, to make certain recommendations to Luis Cabrera. The 
ambassador said he would examine into it and let him know later, 
but he never did. Leckie said that repeatedly, time after time, he 
had offered certain things that he thought he could secure inside in- 
formation on, and had suggested to the military attache and the am- 
bassador that he would be very glad to do it, and they thanked him 
profusely for it and never went ahead with it. They were either 
scared of him or didn’t want to use him. . 

Senator Branpecrr. Why did Leckie maintain an office up here? 

Mr. Jones. Mr. Leckie practiced law, as I understand it. for 20 or 
30 years, up here. One of his partners was assistant attorney general 
under Mr. Gregory. When these claims held by foreigners began 
to accumulate Leckie saw the opportunity, as I understan it, to clean 
Up a good deal of money by centralizing a arog nae of these claims 
into the hands of one lawyer or one firm of lawyers. so he imme- 
diately began to corral all of the claims, and had I imagine probably 
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half or two-thirds, and spent a good deal of money on it, so he 
told me. Then he decided the quickest and surest way to procure 
results would be to go to Mexico himself and open a law office there. 
So after arriving in Mexico City he had the opportunity to become 
a partner in this Mexican law firm. That law firm, in connection 
with Leckie, was handling all the claims against the Mexican Govern- 
ment, and of course, knowing how things were done down there, 
that law firm of Gonzalez Roa, Carbajal, and Leckie, if they had 
ever been able to put the claims ‘ieoush, would have split them all 
the way around, and there is no telling how much graft would have 
been paid out to have these claims settled. 

Senator Branpecer. When did Leckie become a member of that 
Mexican law firm? 

Mr. Jones. That I don’t know correctly, but in the early part of 
1917. 

Senator Branprcre. If Leckie never suspected that you had any 
relation whatever with the Department of Justice or with our Gor- 
ernment, what did he suppose you were? 

Mr. Jones. Strictly a newspaper man, which I had been for 20 
years. 
` Senator Branpecee. Very well. That is all I wish te ask about 
that. 

The CuarrMan. Were vou through introducing the letters?! 

Mr. Jones. No, sir. I have here three letters from Andreas Garcia. 
dated July 22, August 5, and August 6, 1918, which I wish to in- 
troduce. : 

The CHatrMan. They will be filed and printed as an appendix to 
the testimony. 

(The letters to which reference was made are printed in full as 
a part of the appendix to the testimony of this witness.) 

The CuaremMan. Referring to these letters from Andreas Garcia. 
which you have introduced, he was at that time inspector of con- 
sulates of Mexico and Mexican consul along the border, and par- 
ticularly in Texas, from El Paso to Brownsville, was he not? 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatmrman. And reported to them and did his business with 
them and with their consulates, and was familiar with their revolu- 
tionary activities? 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir; the revolutionary activities and the entire 

lan. 
j The CHaiman. And anything that vou thought was of real im- 
portance to this Government that you discovered in that way, of 
through any other investigation, you communicated to Mr. Bielaski! 

Mr. Jones. My reports on file with the Department of Justice 
would probably total 3.000 in number, showing that repeatedly I 
would be asked to come to Washington, or was passing through 
Washington, and during our European war period the State De- 
partment repeatedly would have liked to have told Bonillas things 
they would like to say. which they could nót say, and so I was told 
either by Mr. Bielaski or Mr. Pike to find out this, that. or the other 
thing from the ambassador, whatever they might want to get from 
him, which I did. 
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The CHarrMAN. I notice in this letter of Mr. Garcia’s of July 22, 
1918, he states among other things: 

As to the remittance, you had better see your consul in your city and have 
him ask for authority to pay you. According to the papers I have received from 
the subsecretary of foreign affairs. you should report to your consul at New 
Orleans, or through any other of our consuls in your operations, and comply 
with instructions. 

Again, on August 6, acknowledging one of yours of July 22, he 
states that he is “inclosing the same to the foreign office at Mexico, 
and suggest that you use your own Judgment and make yourself 
known wherever it is entirely necessary, and that it will not inter- 
fere with your work.” 

Under date of August 5, in Spanish with the English translation. 
there is a note of introduction from Andreas Garcia to the chief of 
arms at Matamoras, Tamaulipas. Mexico, stating that “ You have 
been commissioned by the secretary of foreign relations of ‘ our Gov- 
ernment’ (meaning Mexico) to watch and counteract the work of 
the enemies of this Government who are employed in that country.” 
That is, the United States? 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. Now, to get this entire record straight, when 
the Mexican Government made me that proposition, originally 
through Leckie, it was immediately reported to the Department of 
Justice in my reports, which are a matter of record over at the bu- 
reau. The negotiations ran along for probably two and a half to 
three months, somewhere along in that time, and due to other mat- 
ters that I had on hand I sould not give the time to the Bureau of 
Investigations to go into that other matter and handle that in con- 
nection with my own work. 

During February of 1918 the proposition was again put up to 
me, and I at that time reported the matter again to the Department 
of Justice, and likewise wrote a personal letter to Chief Bielaski 
regarding the matter. stating to him that the Mexican Government 
Was very anxious to employ me as their publicity director, and also 
being connected with the Secret Service of the United States: they 
offered me a salary of $2,000 per month, and were also very anxious 
to purchase every paper or document I might have in my posses- 
slon pertaining to the revolutionary enemies of their Government 
throughout the United States and Central America. 

Several weeks later I discussed that matter with Mr. Bielaski, and 
he said there was absolutely no objection on the part of the Bureau 
of Investigation to my accepting the proposition offered me by the 
Mexican OE and that I likewise was perfectly within my 
rights in letting the Mexican government have all those papers and 
documents, for which they at that time offered $40,000. 

Senator BRANDEGEE. Through whom was that offer made? 

r. Jones. The offer was made through Andreas Garcia. I will be 
very glad to introduce the original reports, which can go in the rec- 
ord, a carbon copy of my reports, covering the whole thing, to the 

partment of Justice as soon as my trunk gets here. 

he CHarrmaN. The reports may be incorporated in the appendix 
to your testimony. 

fr. Jones. That resulted in me then going, at Leckie’s telegraphic 
request, to E] Paso, Tex., to meet Garcia, and at El Paso Garcia en- 

ted into an agreement with me on instructions from the Mexican 
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foreign office, to handle the work mentioned at $2,000 per month, and 
again made me an offer of $40,000 for the papers and documents. 

All of these papers and documents I did not have with me, and I 
told him I would take the matter up later with him. When I re- 
turned to New Orleans, I made a complete report, carbon copies of 
which I will submit later, to Chief Bielaski. Several weeks after 
that I was in Washington and at that time Chief Bielaski told me, 
“ Jones, under no circumstances allow the Mexican government to get 
hold of the papers and documents pertaining to the activities of their 
revolutionary enemies in the United States or elsewhere.” 

I mentioned at that time to Bielaski the fact that I had written to 
him, also covered the matter thoroughly in my reports, and it was 
particularly fortunate that I did not happen to have all the papers 
and documents with me at El Paso, because if I had, probably they 
would have at that time been turned over to the Mexican government. 
The Mexican government never secured those papers. 

From that time on for a period of six months I retained my connec- 
tion with the Mexican government, and in that way was able, from 
Ambassador Bonillas and practically every Mexican consul that they 
had along the border, in New York, New Orleans, or any other place, 
and from their offices in Mexico, to secure complete inside informa- 
tion as to the plans and activities, etc., they had in the United States, 
throughout Central America and Mexico, and as these plans were 
secured by me, they were immediately reported to the Bureau of In- 
vestigation of the Department of Justice, as per reports on file there, 
and duplicate copies likewise sent to the State Department. 

The Cuamman. Now, in connection with these activities, what 
did vou learn and report of important to the United States with 
reference to the activities of Mexico in connection with the Central 
American matters, and the Republic of Honduras, Guatemala, Sal- 
vador, ete. ? 

Mr. Jones. During the latter part of 1916. nearly all of 1917, and 
up until the early part of 1918, T secured through Honduran, Guate- 
malan. and Nicaraguan revolutionists. at that time conducting their 
propaganda and plans in the United States. information to the ef- 
fect that they had a proposition on with Carranza, Gen. Obregon, at 
that time Mexican Minister of War and Marine, and practically all 
other Mexican officials of any prominence at that time close to Car- 
ranza. 

The Cyaan. What was the nature of that proposition that 
thev had on with Obregon and Carranza and the Mexican officials? 

Mr. Jones. The scheme in its entirety, Senator. was a plan where- 
hy, with arms, ammunition, and money, likewise several boats, to 
be furnished by the Mexican Government, armed expeditions out 
of Cera Cruz. one or two ports in Quintana Roo, and another port 
near Belize. British Honduras. and other armed expeditions out of 
New Orleans. were simultaneously to attack Guatemala. Nicaragua. 
and Honduras, all those countries in Central America, and by the 
revolutionary route, overthrow the existing legal governments 10 
each of those Central American countries, and establish a revolu- 
tionarv leader as president in each of those countries. BE 

The Cuatrman. At that time, and particularly after the United 
States entered the European War, which among these countries you 
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have named, Salvador, Mexico, or Guatemala, particularly, were 
friendly to the United States? 

Mr, Jones. Estrada Cabrera, who was for many years President 
of Guatemala, was notoriously friendly to the United States, and I 
think the day the United States declared war, the following day 
Guatemala did. 

The Cuairnman. Mexico never did declare war, did she? 

Mr. Jones. No, sir; Mexico never did declare war. Salvador was 
particularly pro-Mexican, as as much anti-American as Mexico, and 
was known to be the tool of Carranza in Central America. 

The CHairnman. What was the object of the attack upon Nica- 
ragua, if you know? What were the conditions in Nicaragua? 

Ír. Jones. At that time Dr. Julius Irias, was one of the leaders 
of the Nicarauguan Liberal party which is represented by about 
6) per cent of the voters of Nicaragua. Irias claimed, not only to 
myself in quite a number of conversations, but likewise to others who 
repeated the remarks to me, that Mr. Chamorra, who is now Presi- 
dent of Nicaragua, and at this time in 1916, and the early part of 
1917, was Nicaraguan Minister to Washington, had been promised 
by Secretary of State at that time, William Jennings Bryan, that if 
Chamorra would consent to the treaty affecting certain canal rights 
across Nicaragua—— 

The Cuamman. The San Juan River route? 

Mr. Jones. Yes. That he, Bryan, would see that Chamorra was 
elected President of Nicaragua. Irias and his friends and supporters 
claimed, that, due to the influence of Bryan and of the State De- 
partment, irrespective of the majority of the voters in Nicaragua, 
the election really was a cooked proposition for Chamorra. . 

The Cuarrman. Why was Mexico interested in behalf of Irias? 

Just because of his antagonism to this Government ? 
_ Mr. Jones. They were employed at that time, in looking around, 
in connection with Von Eckhardt, German Ambassador to Mexico, 
trying to establish in Central America a stronghold, which, if they 
had succeeded, would have resulted in the United States facin in 
Central America a strong pro-German situation, such as we had in 
Mexico. In other words, it was the idea and plan of Carranza, with 
Von Eckhardt and Carranza’s officials, to gain control of all of Cen- 
tral America. 

The Cmarman. Then this movement, so far as Mexico was con- 
cerned, against Nicaragua, and Guatemala, and Honduras, in con- 
junction with Salvador. and the revolutionists in these different 
countries, was in aid of the German propaganda and German propo- 
sition as advanced by Von Eckhardt? 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. I will introduce later a signed statement 
proving that absolutely, from parties who were approached in regard 
to the proposition. . 

he Cmamman. Suppose you cover that at this time, unless you 

ave some memoranda which you desire to follow? 

_ Mr. Joxes. I thought I would just read in a brief memorandum of 
it here, then refer to cases where the original letters and photostatic 
copies are set out, from Mexican officials and others. 
e CHAIRMAN. And file those documents with the committee? 
Mr. Jonrs, Yes, sir. 
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The Cuairman. Very well. Pursue your own course. Of course, 
make it as short as you reasonably can. | 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. The financial support which Mexican Govern- 
ment officials, as shown in files A, D, H. and I, are alleged to have 
extended to the Nicaraguan, Guatemalan, and Honduran revolution- 
ary movement, was supplied by the German Embassy at Mexico City 
to Carranza. 

The CHatrmMan. Have you evidence of that other than what you 
gained through your connection with the Mexican foreign depart- 
ment ? 

Mr. Jones. I have a statement to that effect. 

The Cuairman. When you say Files A, etc., are those the exhibits 
and documents you are reading from ? 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. This is from a subexplanatory index in File 
I, and I will furnish for the use of the committee a written statement 
covering this matter. The principal agent of Carranza in the orgi- 
nal negotiations and starting of this movement, was F. R. Vila- 
vicencio, at that time Mexican consul general at New Orleans. A let- 
ter of March 3, 1916, to General Rosales, on pages 15 to 17, File I, 
show the ve negotiations between Villavicencio and Pedro 
Grave de Peralta, the agent of the Central American revolutionary 
junta in New Orleans. 

The Cuairman. The statement to which you refer may be incor- 
porated in the record as a part of the appendix to your testimony. 

Mr. Jonrs. Pages 20 and 21, File I, contain letters from Peralta to 
Gen. Maximo B. Rosales, Honduran revolutionary leader, inclosing 
copy of letter from Carlos Felix Diaz, Mexican consul genera! at that 
time at Belize, British Honduras. These letters give a good deal of 
information regarding the plans of the Mexican consul at Belize, in 
connection with the Central American revolutionists. 

Under date of March 11, 1916, Gen. Maximo B. Rosales, in San 
Francisco, wrote Peralta at New Orleans, as shown on pages 22 and 
23 of File I. The Mexican consul general at San Francisco at that 
time, Ramon P. De Negri, had written and said that he—De Negri 
and Rosales—were working in close accord. De Negri during 1919 
was transferred as consul general from San Francisco to New York 
City. 

he Cuarrman. Is this De Negri the man who has recently, from 
newspapers reports, announced himself as with the present revolu- 
tionary movement in Mexico against Carranza? 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. 

The Cuairman. Until recently he has been the Mexican const! 
general in New York? 

Mr. Jones. That is right. 

The CyarrMAN. Is he the same man who has circulated the Arthur 
Thompson Bolshevist literature in the United States? 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. And denied that? 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. I have a copy of that yellow book that T got 
from the consulate in New York. 

The CHarrmMan. Very well, you may proceed. 

Mr. Jones. In this file there are a good many letters which J am 
not mentioning, but which the file itself stands for, and which give 
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in detail from day to day, and month to month, the complete inside 
plans as they were developed. 

Gen. Rosales, on May 24, 1916, wrote to Peralta that President Car- 
ranza Of Mexico intended to start a war immediately on Estrada 
Cabrera, in Central America. Rosales’ letter also contains the state- 
ment that the Governor of Yucatan, at that time Salvador Alvarado, 
and who is at the present time one of the most active participants 
in the revolutionary movement now going on in Mexico, that “the 
Governor of Yucatan is very much interested in assisting a general 
movement against the allied governments of Central America, espe- 
cially those protected by the Guatemalan Government.” This letter 
is found on pages 29 and 30 of file I. 

A letter of the Mexican consul, Carlos Felix Diaz, March 27, 1916, 
pages 31 and 32, file I, to Peralta, informs Peralta that he, the 
consul of Mexico, at Belize, British Honduras, is working in con- 
nection with the revolutionary movement which is springing up in 
Guatemala, and likewise he has established relations with some of the 
rebels of Honduras. 

Peralta’s letter of April 2, 1916, page 35, file I, to Manuel A. 
Perdomo, of Belize, British Honduras, confidential agent there for 
the Carranza government, tells Perdomo that the plans of the Mexi- 
can Government are progressing satisfactorily. 

Peralta, in a letter of April 2, 1916, to Carlos Felix Diaz, Mexican 
consul at Belize, British Honduras, pages 36 to 38, file I, gives ad- 
ditional plans regarding the Central American revolutionary move- 
ment. 

Peralta’s letter of April 19, 1916, to Rosales, pages 40 and 41, file 
I, states that he is inclosing letter from F. R. Villaviciencio, Mexican 
consul general at New Orleans, also from Carlos Felix Diaz, Mexican 
consul at Belize, British Honduras, and refers the letters from 
Peralta to Carranza, and Candido Aguilar; Mexican secretary of 
foreign affairs, and other prominent Government officials in Mexico 
City. These letters are on pages 61 and 62, file I. 

Carlos Felix Diaz, Mexican consul general at Belize, British Hon- 
duras, on April 20, 1916, wrote Peralta, as shown on pages 44 
and 45, file I, that he, the consul, had arranged with Gen. Carlos 
Vidal, military commander for Carranza in the Territory of Quin- 
tana Roo, with respect to different parts of that territory where 
their arms and ammunition were to be unloaded, and the various 
expeditions organized and equipped out in that territory against 
the various Central American countries. Gen. Vidal, I understand, 
at the present time is one of the most active supporters of Gen. 

regon. 

w CHarrman. In the revolutionary movement against Car- 
ranza í 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir; the revolutionary movement against Car- 
ranza. Vidal had been very active with Gen. Green in Tabasco. 

he CHarrman. Gen. Green claimed to be the legal governor of 

abasco, . 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. 

e CHAIRMAN. And also is one of the prominent figures in the 
present movement. 
‘tr. Jones. And a very strong personal friend and supporter of 
Gen, Salvador Alvarado. 
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Peralta’s letter of April 24, 1916, to Carlos Felix Diaz, Mexican 
consul general at Belize, British Honduras, pages 50 to 52, file I, is 
in answer to Diaz’s letter of April 20, 1916, to Peralta, on pages 
44 and 45, of file I. In that letter Peralta congratulates Carlos 
Felix Diaz for assurances from him and the Mexican Government 
of their complete support of the Central American movement. He 
then outlines plans to operate a revolutionary movement against 
Guatemala, through the Mexican State of Chiapas, and then states 
that as soon as Gen. Rosales is in power in Honduras, they would 
throw 20,000 to 30,000 troops against Guatemala, which, with the 
attack from the Chiapas border, would result in the complete over- 
throw of Estrada Cabrera, President of Guatemala. 

Peralta’s letter of May 17, 1916, to Rosales, pages 63 and 64 of 
file I, informs Rosales that Peralta is leaving New Orleans May 
19 for Yucatan and Mexico, and has letters of introduction from 
F. R. Villavicencio, Mexican consul general at New Orleans, La., 
to President Carranza, Gen. Salvador Alvarado, governor of Yuca- 
tan, as shown in the photostatic copy of the letter on page 51 of 
this file. Also to Gen. C. Aguilar, son-in-law of President Carranza, 
and Mexican minister of foreign relations. Likewise to Gen. Alvaro 
Obregon, Mexican secretary of war and marine. Other letters of 
introduction carried by Peralta were to prominent Mexicans, as 
shown on page 62 of file I. 

A subsequent letter, dated May 12, 1916, page 62 of file I, intro- 
duces Peralta to Gov. Alvarado of Yucatan, and requests him to as- 
sist Peralta in every possible way. 

After Peralta’s arrival in Mexico City, as shown on page 66, he 
addressed a letter to each of the various parties to whom he had 
letters of introduction there, as shown in the index and subexplan- 
atory index of file I. Photographic copies of these letters stand for 
themselves. l 

President Carranza, having received the confidential advice from 
his consul general at New Orleans, and from other officials of his 
throughout the United States, was fully aware of the plans prior 
to the arrival of Peralta in Mexico City. There, President Carranza. 
on June 8 1916, wrote Peralta as per his letter shown on page (! 
of file 1, stating that he would receive Peralta at the palace at 4.30 
p.m, June 9, 1916. i 

Peralta’s letter of June 10, 1916, to Obregon, Minister of War 
and Marine, pages 72 and 73 of file I, expresses Peralta’s thanks to 
Obregon for the assistance so far given to the Rosales-Peralta plans 
to secure financial and political support for Mexico to overthrow 
the governments of Honduras and Guatemala, and then secure for 
Mexico political control of Central America. 

Peralta’s letter to Gen. Obregon, as shown on pages 72 and 13 of 
file I, refers to information brought by Peralta to Mexico. At that 
moment relations between the United States and Mexico were rather 
strained. and while Peralta was in Mexico he had completed arrange- 
ments whereby he was to secretly furnish the Government of Mexico 
information which would keep them thoroughly posted regarding 
Army and Navy movements of the United States Government, like- 
wise any other information which would he of value to Mexico. 
Peralta’s letters to various Mexican Government officials shown 1? 
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this file bear out this statement. For instance, his letter of July 
3, 1916, to President Carranza, pages 94 and 95 of this file. and his 
letter of July 11, 1916, page 101 to Dr. George A. Guzman, in which 
Peralta states that President Carranza had designated him as Mexi- 
can confidential agent at Washington. 

The Cmairman. Who was this man Peralta? 

Mr. Jones. Peralta is half Cuban and half Nicaraguan, and, I 
believe, a naturalized Honduran. Probably in 1913 or 1914 he came 
to the United States. He has always been mixed up in Central 
American politics for a good many oe and that seems to be his 
pee business. Gen. Maximo J. Rosales, ex-vice president of 

onduras, and ex-minister of war, was approached bv Peralta in 
connection with Dr. Irias, and in connection with Gen. Jose Castillo, 
Guatemalan revolutionary leaders. Peralta. I believe, was. in con- 
nection with Villavicencio, with whom he was on very familiar terms, 
the originator of this plan, in connection at that time with De Negri, 
consul general at San Francisco, and others of the Mexican consul 

nerals in the United States. There was supposed to be a good 

l of German money floating around, and the Department of 
Justice, as far as I was ever able to learn, was not able to trail it. 
Teven went to the complete limit, but never could trail the real party 
in this country. We were thoroughly satisfied of the fact that a 
large volume of the money was German money, and at the time these 
papers and documents were secured by me we got hold of some 
which bore that prior thought out. Later we secured statements, 
signed and otherwise, and from parties participating in it. which 
positively proved the earlier surmise correct. 

e CHarruan. Very well. You may proceed. 

Mr. Jones. Perlata’s letter to President Carranza, dated June 16. 
1916, pages 75-76, file I, assures Carranza of his interest in the 
roposition, and states that Gen. C. Aguilar, Mexican Minister of 
oreign Relations, and Mr. Ugarto, private secretary of President 
Carranza, had assured him, Perlata, that Presidnt Carranza had 
already given instructions to them to communicate his wishes and 
desires as to the success of the Central American revolutionary plans, 
and that within a few days the necessary instructions for arms, am- 
munition, and finances, would be given. 

The Government of Mexico at that moment was very anxious to 
endeavor to offset column after column of newspaper and editorial 
matter, which was being run in the United States, severely criticizing 
arranza and his Government for their pro-German and anti-Ameri- 
can attitude. Peralta was filling Carranza and others full of hot 
alr as to his power to control nabha throughout the United States. 

e has been assured by me that I could fully cooperate with him 
and get anything he wanted in the newspapers. Therefore. on June 
19, 1916, Peralta wrote Gen. C. Aguilar, Mexican Minister of Foreign 
elations, as shown on page 78, file I, requesting that he, Peralta, be 
pen a frank over the Mexican telegraph wires to send certain in- 
ommation to newspapers friends of his in the United States, which 
Was myself, and which would create a friendly sentiment in the 

hited States for the Mexican Government. As a matter of fact, 

eralta never had an opportunity to secure. through me or anybody 
else, any newspaper publicity throughout the United States. ` 
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Peralta, on June 19, 1916, wrote President Carranza, as shown on 
page 51 of file I, that the entire Liberal Party of Central America, 
including Gen. Maximo B. Rosales of Honduras, Dr. Julius Iris. 
of Nicaragua, and Gen. Jose Castillo, of Guatemala, without condi- 
tions placed the entire hberal party of Central America at the ex- 
clusive orders of Gen. Carranza to fight the United States, er any 
other enemy of the Mexican Government. At the time this letter was 
written by Peralta conditions between Mexico and the United States 
were almost. at the breaking point, and it will be seen from Peralta’s 
letter that he absolutely pledged the armed support of Gen. Rosales’s 
followers and other revolutionary parties affiliated with the Rosales 
movement. to consolidate their forces with those of Mexico to fight 
the United States. 

On June 23, 1916, as shown on page 55 of file I, the subsecretary of 
foreign relations of Mexico wrote Peralta that Luis Cabrera, Mexi- 
ean secretary of finance, had received instructions in regard to 
Peralta’s affairs, and requests Peralta to come to the office of Cabrera 
on June 24, 1916, at noon. | 

From President Carranza’s private secretary, on June 23. 1916. 
page 86. file I, Peralta received a Jetter informing him that President 
Carranza had already given orders to supply Peralta with the neces- 
sary war equipment and money for the Central American revolu- 
tionary movement, and requested him to call at the office at noon on 
June 24 so that all these matters could be definitely settled. That 
letter again referred to President Carranza’s instructions to Luis 
Cabrera. Mexican secretary of finance. 

Peralta’s letter of June 25, 1916, pages 87 and 88 of file I, to Car- 
ranza, again informs Carranza that a triumph throughout Centra! 
America is an established fact. 

Peralta’s letter of June 27, 1916. page 89 of file I, to Gen. A. 
Obregon, Mexican secretary of war and marine, requests letter from 
Gen. Obregon to Gen. Carlos Vidal, Mexican military chief in Payo 
Obispo, Quintana Roo. who is to help from there in operating various 
Rosales revolutionary movements in Honduras and Giaten nly 

Peralta’s letter of June 27, 1916, pages 90 and 91 of file I, to Car- 
ranza’s private secretary, thanks him for his assistance in securing 
the results and getting the necessary instructions to the various Gov- 
ernment officials for Peralta to secure the necessary war equipment 
and money. i 

On page 92 of file I is shown a letter, dated at Mexico City, June 
27, 1916, from Gen. Carlos Green, addressed to Antonio Hernandez 
Ferrar, and introduces Peralta to that party. Gen. Green, in this 
letter. states that Peralta has arranged with Mexico regarding some 
very important matters and is now returning to the United States 
to carry out his plans, which have been assisted and fully concurre 
in by Mexico. 

Peralta’s letter of June 27, 1916, page 93 of file I, to C. Aguilar, 
Mexican minister of foreign relations, expresses his thanks to 
Aguilar for the highly satisfactory manner in which President 
Carranza has cooperated with the Central American revolutionary 
movement, and then refers to the war equipment and money which 
Mexico was to furnish for that movement. 

Peralta’s letter of July 3, 1916, to President Carranza from Vera 
Cruz, pages 94 and 95 of file I, refers to Peralta’s proposed plan to 
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spread propaganda throughout the United States, endeavoring in 
this way to avoid intervention on the part of the United States. 
Peralta also in this letter states that he feels sure he will be useful 
to Mexico in Washington and New York, and will also confidentially 
be able to keep Mexico fully advised regarding the plans and 
activities of the United States. 

Peralta’s letter of July 5, 1916, page 96 of file I, to Dr. Roberto 
de la Rosa, dated at Vera Cruz, as shown on page 96 of file I, instructs 
Dr. de la Rosa to immediately see that all of the parties in Vera 
Cruz who are to leave there with the armed expedition against Hon- 
duras are ready when wanted. He also tells this party to inspect 
at Vera Cruz the rifles and ammunition which have been furnished 
for this movement by the Mexican Government. 

Peralta’s letter to Vidal, Mexican military commander at Payo 
bisco. Quintana Roo, dated Vera Cruz, July 5, 1916, page 97, file 
I, informs Vidal that Peralta’s mission to the national palace at 
Mexico had been fully successful, and that he, Peralta, at an early 
date would sail from Vera Cruz to Payo Obisco with a group of 
revolutionists and a supply of arms and ammunition, and would 
also bring Gen. Vidal a letter from the Mexican secretary of war 
and marine, Gen. A. Obregon. This is the letter which Peralta 
requested Gen. Obregon to give him as per Peralta’s letter shown 
on page 89, Peralta also in this letter requests Gen. Vidal to tele- 
graph in code Carlos Felix Diaz, Mexican consul general at Belize, 
informing him that Gen. Rosales and Peralta had succeeded in secur- 
ing all they wanted from Mexico, and then refers to their political 
triumph in Mexico. 

Peralta’s letter date at Vera Cruz July 6, 1916, page 99 of file I, 
to Manuel de la Rosa, requests him to immediately make arrange- 
ments for the establishment of a Red Cross service in which Mexican 
doctors only are to be employed. This refers to the hospital corps 
which was to be organized in Vera Cruz, and participate in the 
revolutionary movements against Honduras and Guatemala. 

Peralta’s letter dated at Vera Cruz July 6, 1919, to Gen. Obregon, 
Mexican secretary of war and marine, page 100 of file I, thanks 
Gen. Obregon, for his assistance, and refers to the fact that Gen. 
Obregon has done as much or more than any other Mexican to help 
establish the liberal rule in Central America. Peralta in this letter 
also tells Gen. Obregon that he is now quietly arranging the various 
armed expeditions in Mexico which will work in’ connection with 
those to be run out of the United States and from Belize, British 

onduras, against Guatemala and Honduras. He also in that letter 
refers to a previous conversation with Gen. Obregon regarding the 
necessity of organizing a hospital or Red Cross corps which will 
be supplied exclusively by Mexican doctors. He then requests Gen. 
Obregon to release Dr. Manuel de la Rosa, director of the Mexican 
ospital at Vera Cruz. so that Dr. de la Rosa can organize and 
‘mmand the revolutionary hospital staff which was to accompany 
the various armed expeditions against Honduras and Guatemala. 
eralta in‘this letter refers to a letter which Dr. de la Rosa will 
personally hand to Gen. Obregon. This is the letter which Peralta 
wrote Dr. de la Rosa regarding this matter on July 6, 1916, as shown 
on page 99, | 
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Peralta’s letter dated at Vera Cruz July 11, 1916, on page 101 of 
file I, to Dr. Jorge A. Guzman, informs Guzman of the fact that 
he has been appointed private secretary to Perdlta. Peralta also in 
this letter refers to having been designated by President Carranza 
as their legal and confidential agent in Washington. On page 104 
of file I is a photostatic copy of an agreement between Peralta and 
W. P. Gavin, at that time in Vera Cruz. 

On page 106 is shown memorandum prepared by Gen. Manuel 
E. Lardizabal, at New York City, regarding the plans and activities 
of Peralta in Mexico. Lardizabal is alleged to have secured in- 
formation regarding these matters from or through his ex-wife, 
Mrs. Concha Prado, who was in Vera Cruz, Mexico, or Mexico City, 
at the time Peralta was there. This signed memorandum from 
Lardizabal, which is later confirmed, as far as the information is 
concerned, from Peralta himself, in my presence, in which Peralta 
admitted that he had secured from Luis Cabrera, Mexican minister 
of finance, $59,000 for the Honduran revolutionary party. 

On page 108 of file I is shown a contract entered into between 
Peralta and Roberto de la Rosa, whereby in this contract Roberto 
de la Rosa is to raise in Vera Cruz an expedition of 100 men and 
not less than 4 officers, arming and equipping them with rifles and 
cartridges for the proposed expedition out of Vera Cruz against 
Honduras, likewise for shipping arms and ammunition out of Mex- 
ico to various Central American points. 

On page 109 are details regarding the organization of the Mexican 
hospital staff which was to accompany the Rosales revolutionary 
expedition out of Mexico against Honduras. | 

n page 121 is a memorandum showing itemized expenses for the 
armed expeditions out of Vera Cruz and Campeche, Mexico. . 

On page 124 is a report made by one of Gen. Rosales’s confidential 
messengers, named Santos. This report states that all of Gen. 
Rosales’s plan, as far as the Mexican end is concerned. could not be 
in better shape. Furthermore, that Gen. J. Castro, Mexican sub- 
secretary of war and marine, is e ee the Guatemala revolution- 
ary party to the best of his ability. This report also states that Gen. 
Obregon, Mexican secretary of war and marine, and President Car- 
ranza had agreed to supply an addition] quantity of arms and am- 
munition. 

That is the end of that. 

The Cuarrman. We will now suspend until half past 2 o'clock. 


AFTER RECESS, 
At the expiration of the recess the committee reconvened. 


TESTIMONY OF MR. CHARLES E. JONES—Resumed. 


The Cuarrman. Mr. Jones, you may proceed. 

Mr. Jones. File D, pertaining to Nicaraguan matters. contains, on 
page 1, on autographed photograph of Gen. A. Obregon, at that 
time Mexican minister of war and marine, to Dr. Julian Irias, the 
Nicaraguan revolutionary leader. This photo raph was presentet 
to Dr. Irias by Obregon while Irias was in Mexico securing finan- 
cial assistance and arranging for arms and ammunition to be use 
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by Irias in his Nicaraguan movement, in combination with the vari- 
ous other Central American movements testified to heretofore. 

The various letters, documents, etc., in file D show Irias’s con- 
nection with the Mexican Central American plot and plans. 

During the time this Central American plan of Mexico was on 
foot various agents of Carranza and von Eckhardt were sent to the 
United States and to the Central American countries to carry through 


the plans regarding the matter. 
The ee is a statement made by Antonio Mendez Monter- 
roso, former military governor and commander at La Ceiba, Hon- 


duras, and other parts of that country: 


During the year 1916 President V. Carranza of Mexico through a confidential 
representative made me the proposition mentioned hereinafter. At that time 
I was military governor and commandante for the Government of Honduras 
at La Ceiba. The confidential agent of President V. Carranza of Mexico was 
Senor Gustave Solano, who at the time this proposition was made to me was at 
New Orleans, La. Knowing that I was acquainted with Alfredo Quinonez, a 
native of Salvador, Gustave Solano, who is now Private Secretary of Espinosa 
Mirrelles, the governor of the Mexican State of Coahuila, therefore authorized 
Alfredo Quinonez to propose to me in writing. which he did, that I would 
receive a special commission from President Carranza as the official directing 
head of a revolutionary movement which President Carranza wanted me to 
start in Honduras and operate out of that country against the Government 
of Guatemala. Gustave Solano by his credentials and otherwise fully proved 
to Alfredo Quinonez his complete authority to act for President Carranza in this 
matter, and Alfredo Quiponez in turn proved to me entire satisfaction regard- 
ing the complete authority of Gustave Solano and himself to act in this matter. 

I was assured by these representatives of President Carranza that the Gov- 
ernment of Mexico would finance this revolutionary movement to any extent, 
bo matter how high the expenses might run, and that the entire revolutionary 
movement would be completely outfitted with all necessary arms, ammunition, 
artillery, machine guns, machetas, and all other war supplies, equipment. and 
financial payment for my services I might designate. Furthermore that Presi- 
dent Carranza would supply me with two or more steamships which would be 
used in the revolutionary movement, so I was informed by Gustave Solano 
through Alfredo Quinonez would include a large number of Mexican Army 
oficers and soldiers. I was also informed at that time by these representatives 
of President Carranza that this revolutionary movement was part of the com- 
plete plans of President V. Carranza of Mexico to by a revolutionary move- 
ment on the part of Mexico overthrow Estrada Cabrera. President of Guate- 
mala, and was to be the opening movement on the part of Mexico to become the 
domineering power in all of the Central American countries. I also at that 
nme understood from these parties that the financial backing. a total expense 
af this proposed revolutionary movement against Guatemala as offered to me 
through these parties who were the confidential agents of President Carranza, 
Was fo be paid with money furnished for this purpose to President V. Carranza 
of Mexico by H. Von Eckhardt, the German Ambassador to Mexico City. 

So that I would be able to secure the full plans of Mexico regarding this 
Proposition, therefore for a considerable time conducted negotiations regard- 
Mz these matters with Gustave Solano through Afredo Quinonez. and after 

bad secured complete information regarding same I then emphatically told 
these parties to inform President Carranza and everybody else implicated 
n this proposition that under no circumstances would I be a party to any 
‘uch proposition, first. on aceount of the fact that I was a native of Guate- 
mala, and always had been and would be the loyal supporter of my native 
“ntry, and never under any circumstances would I cooperate with Mexican 
forceg against Guatemala, and in the second place, in so much as I was a 
strong admirer and personal friend of President Cabrera. of Guatemala, that 
for no amount of money or promise of future political reward or power, such 
as was promised me to handle this revolutionary matter, would I ever he 
etal with any revolutionary plans against him. Furthermore, even if 
: Were against Mr. Cabrera, I would never have anything to do with a propo- 
‘Hon that was or would be financed or supported by Germany or any German 
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interest. On account of the rumors which seem to be well established regard- 
ing the fact that the Government of Mexico is now said to be financing and 
cooperating with a revolutionary movement against the Government of Guate- 
mala, whieh is to be started in the near future out of the Mexican States 
of Chiapas and Tabasco, believe now is the time to fully inform President 
Estrada Cabrera regarding these matters; therefore have made this written 
statement as to the facts mentioned herein and same has been signed by me 
ut New Orleans, La.. on this the Sth day of September, 1919. 


A. M. MONTERROSO. 


The statement was signed by Gen. Monterroso and witnessed by 
Rafael Heliodoro Valle, who is now at the Honduran legation at 
Washington, D. C. A photostatic copy of Gen. Monterroso’s state- 
ment is filed with the committee. Likewise a photostatic copy of 
his passport issued by the Government of Honduras and signed by 
Monterroso, which verifies his signature to the original signed state- 
ment. Also a photostatic copy of a statement made by Monterroso 
at the American Consulate at La Ceiba, Honduras, August 1, 191%, 
signed by Monterroso, in the presence of the American consul, which 
verifies the signature to the original statement signed by him. 

The reason that Carranza approached Monterroso through the 
representative mentioned hereinbefore was due to the fact that 
some 15 or 16 years ago Monterroso was known to be one of the 
most bitter and active enemies of Cabrera, and on or about that 
time participated in a revolutionary movement against Cabrera. 
The Mexicans and Guatemalans interested in the proposition, there- 
fore, thought Monterroso would be very much interested in partici- 
pating in the Central American plan. 

At New York, about two weeks ago, I met a Mexican by the name 
of Ernest Racca, whose card reads, “ M. D.”, claiming to be a doctor. 
and who is running a chemical laboratory on the third floor of a 
building at 192 Bowery, corner of Spring Street. Racca had seen 
one or two newspaper articles of mine, and called on me, and 1n 
the presence of my brother, N. T. Jones. and Gene Fowler, of the 
New York “American, offered to sell me quite a number of letters 
passing between he, Racca, Pedro Peralta and Dr. Manuel de la Rosa, 
Gen. À. Obregon, Carranza, and others, which completely proves 
the fact that. with the full knowledge, consent, and approval of Gen. 
A. Obregon, and Carranza and his other officials, the Red Cross or 
hospital corps was organized in Vera Cruz at that time. which con- 
sisted entirely of Mexican doctors in the employment of the Mexican 
Army, to be a part of the various revolutionary movements started 
by Mexico against Central American countries. Dr. Racca was em- 
ploved in the Mexican military hospital at Vera Cruz, and was to 
become a part of that expedition. His card is filed on page 1 of 
File I. | 

These various Central American revolutionary movements were 
actively continuing, and the several armed expeditions were ready 
to operate, and were getting ready to leave the United States during 
the latter part of 1917. For probably a vear and a half I had, for 
the Bureau of Investigation, secured the inside plans from Dr. Julian 
Orias, and when the bureau thought they had _ sufficient evidence 
they closed in on him, resulting in his arrest in New Orleans by the 
Department of Justice, and I understand that the United States 
District of Attorney allowed him to elect to either leave the United 
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States or face prosecution in the Federal courts, and he at once left 
the United States, and is now said to be in Costa Rica. 

Several months after that Peralta, Gen. Maximo B. Rosales, and 
several of the other operators were arrested in New Orleans by the 
United States Department of Justice, and upon recommendation of 
the United States District Attorney at New Orleans, they were 
allowed to leave the United States or face prosecution in the Federal 
courts. Naturally, they immediately left the United States. 

That was a most serious mistake on the part of the Attorney Gen- 
eral's office at Washington, and I understand they received the sug- 
gestion from the State Department that it would be advisable to 
deport these Central American revolutionists in preference to prose- 
citing them in the Federal courts; that being due, as I was told, 
to the fact that if any of these prominent Central Americans were 
prosecuted and sent to the penitentiary it might lead to an unfriendly 
sentiment throughout Central America against the United States. 
From the date that these Central American revolutionists, who had 
received many thousands of dollars from Carranza and Von Eck- 
hardt. left the United States, they have and are continuing to be 
actively engaged in planning and plotting their revolutionary move- 
ments throughout Central America. 

I believe that is the end of that. 

The CHarrkman. As I understand it, you have certain other docu- 
ments that you will refer to later. 

Mr. Joxes. Due to certain other documents and files which have 
been delaved in reaching Washington, particularly those applying to 
what is known to the Department of Justice and State Department 
as the “ Plot of Morazan.” which was to be a consolidation of the 
Central American Governments of Honduras and Salvador. These 
documents and further information regarding same will be testifie:1 
to before the committee at a later date. 

The Cuatrman. I understand these documents are to follow those 
you have already introduced? 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. Carranza, in other words, had three well- 
known Central American propositions: First, his Mexican and Cen- 
tral American and Pan-American League for Neutrality. That was 
broken up, and then he started to gain control of Central America by 
the revolutionary route, as shown before the committee. That was 
busted up, and then he started on the third plan, which was the plot 
of Morazan. 

The Crairman. Very well. You may proceed. 

_ Mr. Jones. This Central America revolutionary plot of Carranza, 
n connection with von Eckhart, as I understand it, has repeatedly 
been hinted at and mentioned, but has never as yet in documentary 
shape been proven; and files I and D and the other files, I am in- 
clined to believe. for the first time, by the photostatic copies of letters 
of various Mexican officials. from Carranza and Gen. A. Obregon, 
and many others, positively prove the plot and plan as it existed. As 
fast as these various documents and information were secured, same 
Were promptly reported to the United States Department of Justice, 
and carbon copies of all reports and documents were likewise for- 
warded to the State Department. Therefore, the State Department 
at all times has been fully aware of every plot, plan, or scheme on the 
part of Carranza and his officials to gain control of Central America. 
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a E And as to their purposes in attempting to gain 
control. 

Mr. Jones. Yes: and as to the absolute purpose on the part of Car- 
ranza and his officials to extend their power throughout Central 
America, until Central America, and from there on down through- 
out the balance of Pan-America, in connection with Mexico, were to 
be one, as they expressed it, one united Latin race, which would be at 
all times a domineering factor against the United States, commercial 
and otherwise, a Pan-America. 

It isa very noticeable fact that Gen. A. Obregon, whose letters have 
heretofore been introduced before the committee in File I, Gen. 
Carlos Green, Gen. Salvador Alvarado, Ramon P. De Negri, now 
confidential agent for the revolutionary group in New York City, 
and many of the other outstanding leaders and representatives of the 
present revolutionary group in control in Mexico, were as active in 
these Central American intrigues of Carranza as was Carranza him- 
self. 

The Cuainman. So there is no reason to think that, if the policy 
of the Carranza Government with reference to Central and Pan- 
American affairs was with any ulterior motive against the United 
States, that those plans are likely to be changed by Carranza going 
out and any of the present prominently-mentioned members of the 
revolutionary ¢roup coming in? 

Mr. Jones. That is true, Senator. The enthusiasm displayed by 
Gen. A. Obregon, Gen. Salvador Alvarado, and others, in stating 
that there should be a warm spirit of friendship and cooperation 
between themselves, their Government, and the United States, is not 
borne out by their past anti-American policies and efforts against 
the interests of the United States throughout Pan America. It has 
been impossible for those who really knew the inside facts regarding 
the many plans and plots of Carranza throughout Pan America, and 
which have been proven in innumerable ways to the complete satis- 
faction of the State Department by original documents and other- 
wise, to ever understand how or in what way the United States 
allowed Carranza and his officials to continue his anti-American 
policies through Latin-America. 

Senator Branprecer. If all these other Mexicans had the same 
hostile fecling toward America, what could have been done? Who 
could have been put in down there who would have been better than 
Carranza was? l 

Mr. Jones. I do not believe that any of the present crowd, irre- 
spective of whether he has been pointed out at the present time as 
one of the leaders of the immediate moment, would have been one 
single bit better than Carranza, because the files which I have intro- 
duced before the committee, including all of the letters from Gen. 
A. Obregon, Alvarado. De Negri. and innumerable of the others 
who are now in power in Mexico, show that they were active partici- 
pants in every one of these Central American plots and plans. The 
leopard can not change his spots. If Gen. A. Obregon to-day is to 
rule in Mexico. as he apparently is. or Gen. Alvarado, or Gen. de la 
Huerta, Gen. Calles, or somebody else. if those men a year ago or 
five years ago were unfriendly to the United States and actively 
against all interests of the United States, certainly, if they now 
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change around and preach. friendship and cooperation with the 
United States it is simply the old original Carranza gag, such as 
was preached at the beginning of the régime of Carranza, promising 
everything a mortal man could. These people to-day in power in 
Mexico are all of that same old crowd, and I do not see how anybody 
can expect anything out of them in the present Mexican situation. 

Senator BranDEGEE. You mean their professions of friendship are 
simply to enable them to get recognition by this country, do you? 

. Jones. There is no doubt about it, Senator. judging from the 
records of every one of them. Carranza’s record, from the day he 
was recognized, or the first time he started as first chief, demon- 
strates that. Alvarado’s record is a straight line of blood. Obregon’s 
record is the same. There is no man to-day in Mexico who is pro- 
fessing friendship and love and sympathy for the United States 
that has not by his past record proven to be just as bad as Carranza 
erer could be. People to-day are judged, whether they are Mexicans 
or Americans, or any other nation, by what has been in the past, 
and if Obregon and these other people have been 100 per cent bad, 
not only from the standpoint of being fully anti-American, and 
actively against the United States at all stages of the game. and par- 
ticipating in every outrage, directly or indirectly. against foreigners, 
and their properties, and their lives, and everything else, I do not 
see how we can expect anything better from them. How in the name 
of the world can those people come. with hat in hand, and stand in 
front of the White House and say, “Here we are. We have had a 
change of heart. We have been washed away,” and all that sort of 
thing. It is just plain bunk. 

It is a known fact to the Department of Justice, and the State 
Department also has a record of it, that during probably June and 
July of 1918, at the time Germany apparently was winning on its 
drive to Paris, that Gen. A. Obregon wrote a book which was known 
to be 99} per cent pro-German and anti-American. As soon as the 
Allies began to pick up, along in August Obregon’s advisers told him, 
“For God’s sake to cut that book out, and if you go ahead with it, 
change it.” And Obregon, who has always flopped on the advice 
of his advisers, had the whole proposition changed. The original, 
however, I understand, is in existence in the files of the State De- 
partment. I told Senator Fall that a day or two ago. And Gen. 
Obregon, after he came to the United States and visited around and 
rw things, then began to lav plans actively for the President of 

exico; he, of course, changed his tune, and sang a swan song which 
was pro-American. -i 

e CHarrman. This book of Gen. Obregon’s, to which you have 
referred, was the manuscript of a proposed book sent into the United 
States to be published, and supposed to have been seized by American 
oficials at Nogales, Ariz., and filed with the proper department here 
of the United States Government ? 

fr. Jones. Yes, sir. 

e CmarrmaN. You have referred several times to the activities 
of a Salvador Alvarado. Did you know Gen. Alvarado per- 
sonally ? 

Mr. Jones. Very well. l 

The CHarrman. Have you met him at any time recently? 
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Mr. Jones. I met Gen. Alvarado probably 10 or 12 times in New 
York during February and March. 

The CHairman. Of this year? 

Mr. Jones. Of 1920. 

The CHAIRMAN. Just previous to the declaration of independence 
and nonrecognition of Carranza by the authorities of the State of 
Sonora ? 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. 

The CHatrman. That movement, revolutionary in character, 
against the Carranza government occurred about the latter part of 
March or 1st of April, did it not? 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. 

The Cuairnman. And culminated in what is known as the plan of 
Agua Prieta of April 5? 

Mr. Jones. That is right. 

The CHairMan. Signed by de la Huerta and Calles? 

Mr. Joxes. Yes, sir. 

The CHatrMAN. Gen. Alvarado was here about that time, was he 
not ? 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Do you know what he was doing here! 

Mr. Jones. We had some information last September or October 
which showed some peculiar actions on the part of various Mexican 
Government officials. I will testify to-morrow as to how and in 
what way I had already ceased to cooperate with the Department of 
Justice for a good many months at that time. but. in October, 1919, 
I made it a matter of record with several parties in Washington, and 
also in New York, that I expected to cut in with these Mexicans and 
work some inside information out of them, if possible. at a later 
date, as part of this plan. I placed before the managing editor of 
the New York American, Mr. Rancke. the plan or idea through 
Alvarado to secure the real inside information as to what was brew- 
ing in Mexico. 

Gen. Salvador Alvarado arrived in New York about the middle 
of February, 1920, and several days after his arrival I called at his 
hotel, accompanied by my brother and by Gene Fowler, of the New 
York American. I had known Alvarado prior to that time, he know- 
ing me as a newspaper man. I told him I understood he was very 
actively engaged in starting an opposition movement against Car- 
ranza, either in favor of himself as presidential possibility or of 
Gen. Obregon. and suggested to him the advisability of employing 
me asa publicity agent. After some time Alvarado warmed up, and 
finally I was able to secure practically all the plans of himself and 
associates. He suggested that I prepare a written proposition 1m 
regard to the publicity work I desired, and I told him I would do so 
and present it to him at a later date. He is still waiting forit. 

On March 17, at 6.30 p. m., I saw Alvarado at his apartment Ih 
the Hotel Alexandria, One hundred and third Street, near Broad- 
way. At that time I was accompained by my brother, N. T. Jones. 
and Gene Fowler of the New York American. Alvarado, thinking 
that all the information he had given me and would give me woul 
be strictly confidential, urged me to immediately begin an active prop- 
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aganda against Carranza, and in that showed up the entire past, 
as he expressed it, of the dirty work of Carranza and his clique, 
le again cautioned me that under no circumstances was his name 
ever to be used. At that time he introduced me to a party named 
Manuel de la Pena. who now is said to be commercial agent for the 
present revolutionary group, with headquarters in New York City. 

Senator BranpEGEE. Was Alvarado, in addition to being hostile 
to Carranza, a partisan of or agent for Obregon ? 

Mr. Jones. At that time, Senator, as I will show in detail here- 
after, I asked him during these interviews would he be an active sup- 
porter of Obregon, and he said that it was not yet a settled matter 
as to whether Obregon would be a candidate for the presidency. 
Alvarado was accused then, as he is now and has been for the last 
two years, of trying to manipulate things so far as possible to be a 
presidential candidate himself. He always had that presidential bee 
in his bonnet. 

Senator Branpecee. Who did he represent when he came to Wash- 
ington ¢ 

Mr. Jones. He at that time claimed to represent the de la Huerta 
crowd in Sonora. 

Senator Branpecee. Did you see him when he was here in Wash- 
ington ? i 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. I had located him. He told me he was leav- 
ing New York, and I got in touch with de la Pena and asked him 
where I could reach him by wire. I was trying to keep tab on him. 
] learned from de la Pena Ï could get him bv wire at the Continental 
Hotel in Monterrey. The next day I learned Alvarado had left there, 
due to his threatened arrest by Carranza, and was on his way to 
Washington. I got here the same day Alvarado did. 

Senator BranpEcer. Do you speak Spanish? 

Mr. Joxrs., Yes. sir. 

Senator BranpEcEr. And read it, of course? 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. 

_ Senator BkaNDEGEE. Very well. That is all I care to ask this morn- 
ng. You may proceed. 

Mr. Joxrs. I asked Gen. Alvarado why it was that Carranza had 
caused his arrest shortly before he left Mexico, and his answer was 
that it had been caused by Carranza’s determination to in this way 
attempt to keep Alvarado’s mouth shut regarding his opinions of 
Carranza and of the forthcoming presidential elections. 

Continuing, Alvarado said that he had been under arrest for some 
five or six days, but was finally released due to the influence of sev- 
eral strong friends of his who impressed upon Carranza the im- 
are of not keeping Alvarado in prison or of having him exe- 
cuted, 

Alvarado then said that his daily newspaper in Mexico City might 
as well have been closed up due to the fact that Carranza, through 

dres Garcia, his Postmaster General. was suppressing the paper 
by killing off its circulation, which was handled in a very shrewd 
manner so that its subscribers either did not receive the paper at all 
a various issues-reached them from three to ten days after publi- 
tation, 
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Alvarado again, due to my leading questions, branched off into the 
threatened revolution in Mexico as an outcome of the presidential 
elections. Alvarado said: 

My explanation of why this revolution is sure to occur is that President Car- 
ranza proposes to maintain his power and control Mexicp, irrespective of con- 
sequences to himself, to Mexico, or to any one else. Carranza has manipulated 
the State elections in each of the Mexican States. This has resulted in Con- 
gressmen and members oi fhe Senate being elected at Carranza’‘s direction, all 
of whom are positively pledged to do his bidding. These members of the Senate 
and of Congress are not only the most unrepresentative Mexicans, but. on the 
contrary, are the very riff-raff of my country. 

It might be interesting to state that that is the Congress and the 
Senate that they are asking the provisional president, De la Huerta, 
to call into session, and that is the same Congress and Senate that 
was in session under Carranza, and of that Congress and Senate are 
favorable or were favorable to Carranza, it will be interesting to note 
just exactly how and what their actions will be regarding the present 
situation. | 

Senator Branpvrecrs. How long after you talked with Alvarado 
did you make these notes from which you are refreshing your recol- 
lection as you testify? 

Mr. Jones. It has been my custom for five years, Senator, for 
instance, if I talk to you and you tell me something right now, when 
I get outside where you can’t see me, I jot it down in a memorandum 
book. 

Senator BranpecEE. Do you generally make them the same day! 

Mr. Jones. Absolutely, every day, as soon as I get away from 
the discussion, wherever it might be. 

Alvarado, in addition to saying that all State elections had been 
farcical, added that invariably Carranza had placed in power gov- 
ernors of his own selection. In the State of Tamaulipas, Gen. Luis 
Caballero was formally elected over Gen. Lopez de Lara, the choice 
of Carranza. Carranza then declared the election illegal, and 
Caballero rebelled and was driven out of the city and is now affiliated 
with the revolutionary element in that State. Carranza then ap- 
pointed a governor of his own selection. 

In Tabasco the elections were held some six or seven months ago. 
according to Alvarado, the opposing candidates being Gen. Green 
and Luis F. Dominguez. Green had the support of the former 
governor, Gen. Carlos A. Vidal. Assassinations, riots, and personal 
and political persecutions resulted, and in the end Carranza ap- 
pointed his own_ governor. 

In San Luis Potosi elections for governor was held on July 6. 
1919. The opposing parties were Rafael Nieto, former sub-secretary 
of the treasury under Carranza, and Ingeniero Severino Martinez. 
By force of arms, Carranza forced a Nieto legislature in power who 
declared Nieto governor of that State. 

Alvarado then said that similar tactics had been pursued in every 
Mexican State, and the outrages perpetrated by Carranza, so Al- 
„arado continued, and by other prominent Mexicans who were con- 
nected with the.Carranza government, were particularly notorious 
in the States of Nuevo Leon, Nayarit, Sonora, Michoacan, Coahuila. 
Yucatan, and in practically all other States. All these manipula- 
tions were ordered and carried out by Carranza in open violation © 
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Carranza’s constitution of 1917, and in complete disregard of the 
promises made and guaranteed, as Alvarado particularly pointed 
out, in Carranza’s speech of April 15, 1917, to the Mexican Congress 
in which speech Carranza said, “ The only thing I can assure you of 
is of my sincerity and rigidness of purpose and the disinterestednexs 
that always has guided me. You must not forget for a single in- 
stant that you represent a nation hungering for its freedom and one 
that has endured untold sacrifices in order to realize this perfect 
ideal. To this end you must bear in mind always that democracy, 
which resolves all affairs by majority votes, democracy alone can 
bring union of the members of ali political parties, and the equality 
of all men. For these reasons a democracy sincerely understood 
and honestly exercised must not seek a majority in question of par- 
tisanship, no matter what its purpose might be. 

Alvarado, continuing, said, “ those who know Carranza and his 
rotten policies, after reading that part of the speech referred to, 
should be convinced that he always was and always will be not only 
a liar, but absolutely dishonest.” Alvarado then pointed out the fact 
and proved it by showing us the assurance made by Carranza, which 
were positive to the United States, on October 8, 1915, through E, 
Arredondo, his representative at that time in Washington, who in a 
letter on the date mentioned to Secretary of State Lansing, said : 

I have the honor to say that insomuch as the reestablishment of peace within 
order and law is the purpose of the government of Mr. Carranza, to the end that 
all the inhabitants of Mexico, without exception, whether nationals or foreign- 
ers, may equally enjoy the benefits of true justice, and hence take interest in 
cooperating to the support of the Government, the laws of reform which guar- 
antee individual freedom shall be strictly observed. 

Therefore, the Constitutionalists’ government will respect everybody's life, 
property, political and religious belief. 

Alvarado said that Arredondo was always as much a liar as Car- 
ranza had proven himself to be, and that for many months prior to 
the date of Arredondo’s letters to the Secretary of State, Carranza, 
through Arredondo, and also through Americans, had received fees 
running into hundreds of thousands of dollars paid to these Ameri- 
cans for repeatedly assuring the United States (sovernment that Car- 
ranza was the only possible solution to the Mexican question. 

Alvarado, continuing, said that Arredondo had promised to Sec- 
retary of State Lansing anything and everything imaginable and 
made all embracing guaranties that Carranza or he could dream of. 
Alvarado then said that this resulted in Carranza’s receiving de facto 
recognition from the United States, as shown by the following letter 
from Secretary of State Lansing, dated October 19, 1915, and ad- 
dressed to Arredondo: 

It is my pleasure to inform you that the President of the United States takes 
this opportunity of extending recognition to the de facto Government of Mexico 
of which Gen. Venustiano Carranza is the chief executive. 

The Government of the United States will be pleased to receive formally in 
Washington a diplomatic representative of the de facto government as soon as 
it shall please Gen. Carranza to designate and appoint such representative, and 
reciprocally the Government of the United States will accredit to the de facto 
fovernment a diplomatic representative as soon as the President has the oppor- 


tunity to designate such representative. . 
I should appreciate it if you could find it possible to communicate this infor- 


mation to Gen. Carranza at your earliest convenience. 
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Alvarado, continuing, said: 


Every Mexican as well as the people of the United States, Knows that all as- 
surances made by Carranza at the time he made his solemn guranties to the | 
United States, were even at that time known to Carranza’s principal supporters 
and intimates in Mexico to be flimsy and absolutely false. 


Alvarado, continuing, said: 


When Carranza received de fucta recognition from the United States every- 
one in Mexico was tired of war and strife and wanted to cooperate with Car- 
ranza to rebuild the country. This ineluded even a majority of the bandits, 
men of every political faith and even Carranza’s former enemies, All of these 
men thought the Caurranze Government would be n legal government, by and 
for the people, 

Carranza had solmenly and faithfully, with tears in his eves, guaranteed 
in a most emphatic manner protection of life and freedom of speech, action. 
and every other kind of guarantee. Lack of this freedom was one of the 
principal reasons outlined by him for the start of his revolutionary movement, 


Alvarado then said: 


If Carranza had carried out his promises and guaranties and had been 
honest. he would have become the idol of Mexico, believed and respected: by 
Mexicans of all classes. He had a greater opportunity to do good than almost 
any other Mexican. If Carranza had even been reasonably honest he could 
have made Mexico inte a new country and would have gone down in history 
as the equal of Hidalgo and Benita Juarez. 

After Carranza had fooled the United States into recognizing his gover 
ment, und then realizing that his power, as he thought, was supreme, he 
determined, irrespective of cost or consequence, to retrain that power, After 
two years of his dishonest and cruel misrule. and after having been given 
more than a fair opportunity to carry out his guaranties, then even his own 
political party realized that he was utterly impossible and in every way was 
drunk with the power he had absorbed, and that his govirnment, policies, and 
plans were a pathetic joke. After two years of his misrule his party col 
leagues endeavored to bring pressure to bear on Carranza to have him change 
his idiotic policies. 

In answer to protests of his party Carranza said that le intended ta rule 
Mexico according to his own ideas and that he had the United States “enting 
out of his hand“ and had arranged matters in the army whereby no one 
would ever be able to throw him out of power like Huerta and Diaz had 
been forced out, and that he proposed to permit his army officers to “do just 
as they please.” 


Alvarado, then, illustrating the graft in the Mexican army, which 
is permitted by Carranza as a means to remain in power, said: 

A commanding general in the army would deport on his pay rolls 10,000 
men and draw pay and also the purchase price for food and supplies for that 
number of his troops when in reality would would have but. 5,000) or 6.000 
men, This resulted in that particular commanding general stealing the pay 
roll and cost of maintenance for fully 50 per cent of the troops he was suf 
posed to have on his pay rol. What the commanding general would do, 
lesser lights in the army would copy after to replenish their own pockets. 

The CHatrmMan. Did he mention any generals who did any 
grafting? l 
= À À] bed T « » 

Mr. Jones. At a later date Gen. Alvarado wrote out himself, which 
I have, a statement regarding the practices of the clique in and 
around Carranza. which I will file with the committee at a later 
date. l a . ; 

The CHairmMan. I am interested in knowing if he in a statemen 
mentioned any of them? 

e x . k ` i 

Mr. Jones. He mentioned Candido Aguilar, he mentioned Car 
ranza’s chief of staff, Barragan, and he mentioned quite a num 
of others. Some of them showed up a good deal in it. 
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The CHairmay. How did he speak of Gen. Obregon and Gen. 
Pablo Gonzales ? 

Mr. Jones. At the hotel the consensus of opinion between my 
brother and Gene Fowler and myself—I brought him along that day 
(s I told Alvarado) in order to write the very best report from a 
newspaper standpoint—but we were always in the habit of discussing 
such matters and forming from an opinion of each of us as to what 
was meant by certain expressions of Alvarado’s. The consensus of 
opinion between all of us was that as far as any particular love or 
friendship or cooperation between Alvarado and Obregon, that it 
was absolutely nothing, and if there was any possible chance to ditch 
him he would gladly do it, because he made the positive statement, 
as is shown in detail hereinafter, as to the statement which Obregon 
had recently issued about that time that he did not propose to start 
a revolutionary movement. I asked Alvarado what that meant. He 
sald, “It will make absolutely no difference at all whether Obregon 
starts one or not. If he don’t, Calles will, de la Huerta will, or I 
will.” Our opinion was that at any stage of the game if Alvarado 
saw a chance to dump him (Obregon) and get out in the lead he 
would immediately do it. l 

The CHairMan. I mean openly expressing himself in his conversa- 
tions with you. Did he openly express himself concerning Obregon 
in those conversations? 

Mr. Joxes. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrman. Did he express himself favorably or unfavorably 
toward Obregon ? 

Mr. Joxes. He, of course, said Obregon was the leader of the 
party, but the method in which he said it and his facial expression 
at that time would indicate that he didn’t have such an extremely 
hich regard for Obregon. 

The CHarrman. I am not surprised at that, but I am asking you 
what expressions he made with reference to Obregon at that time. As 
I understand it, he represented the revolutionary movement at that 
time ? 

Mr. Jones, That is right, which was supposed to be inaugurated 
for the final purpose of possibly pattie Obregon in the presidency, 
but certainly upon Obregon’s behalf. He really was the active head 
of the Sonora revolt, financial and otherwise. I do not believe there 
is any doubt about it. We later ran into a lawyer connected with 
Alvarado down at the Battery, who was a notorious dealer with 
Mexico in all kinds of revolutionary stuff. I said then and I still 
think that Alvarado really was the head of the whole Sonora move- 
ment in that country. 

Alvarado lost sight of the fact that his entire castigation of Car- 
ranza and Obregon and everybody else automatically, as I thought, 
included himself, because at that time to which Alvarado referred. 
When all these outrages were perpetrated on Americans and other 
foreigners, Alvarado was a commanding general in the Mexican 

my, and therefore possibly was as much responsible for these 
outrages as any other Mexican officer. 

Senator BRANDEGEE. When you say he was undoubtedly the head 
of the Sonora movement in that country, do you mean he was 
deputed by those generals in Sonora to come up here and issue 
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e e i or do you mean he really directed those generals down 
there! 

Mr. Jones. I think that Alvarado’s first work in New York City 
was an effort to form connections to finance this movement, and 
there would then probably be an open effort for general revolu- 
tionary movement throughout Mexico. What success he may have 
had along those lines I do not know. I do know that he was mixed 
up with quite a large number of prominent Americans in New York 
City, prominent in business and having some interests in Mexico. 
In addition to that, he was most actively engaged in endeavoring 
to spread, particularly so with myself, certain anti-Carranza propa- 
ganda which would hold Carranza up to ridicule and create an un- 
friendly sentiment against him, hanging everything on him, which, 
as he figured out, would be used as an excuse for these Mexicans to 
kick Carranza out. 

Senator Branprcer. Who do you think was directing Alvarado! 
Who commissioned him? Who was he acting for? 

Mr. Jones. I imagine he was acting with the Sonora crowd. He 
repeatedly referred to the organization in Sonora. 

Senator BRANDEGEE. I want to know whether Alvarado said to 
vou who he represented or who he claimed to represent? When 
he referred to that Sonora group, did he claim to be representing 
them or did he claim to be representing Obregon ? 

Mr. Jones. When I asked Gen. Alvarado the point-blank ques- 
tion in regard to the written proposition I was to submit to him to act 
as publicity agent when I asked him to whom I should address 
it, he said to himself. I then said, “ Is it possible to give me a yes 
or no answer now, as soon as this written proposition is received 
by you?” He said, “No; it will have to be sent to my people in 
Mexico.” I then asked him, “ Will you have to communicate with 
Mexico Citv?” He said, “No; it will not go to Mexico City.’ 
He then said Gen. Calles was one of the parties that would have 
to decide yes or no on the proposition of the propaganda expendi- 
tures and campaign. I imagine from this that it was the Sonora 
crowd that he really and actually was representing. 

Senator BranpreGcre. The reason I asked that question is, I can un- 
derstand that vou did-not try to cross-examine him too closely. 

Mr. Jones. Not too closely, because I did not want to spoil him. 

Senator Branprcer. But when he was here in Washington a few 
weeks ago it was stated in the newspapers here that he was one of 
the representatives of Obregon in that country. 

Mr. Jones. That statement was correct, because on the E 
Alvarado arrived here I came over from New York, accompam 
by my brother and Gene Fowler of the New York American. We 
were holding a story up to get the tail of the story regarding Alva- 
rado. Ihad another party telephone to Hopkins’s office, and listened 
in on an extension, and Hopkins said, “ Yes; Alvarado is in town 
but he will not give out any interview.” This other party on the 
phone told him he was representing a newspaper bureau. This 
party then said that the party he represented wanted Alvarado’ 
address, and Mr. Hopkins refused to give it, and said Alvarado 
could only be seen at his office in his presence. 

I then saw Mr. Kearful, attorney for the committee. and told him 
where Alvarado could be located. Kearful thought it advisable to 
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have a subpoena served on Alvarado, but did not have any one who 
knew Alvarado by sight or where he could be located. told him 
he could be located in Hopkins’s office. Judge Kearful asked me if 
I would go with the sergeant at arms and eae Alvarado out to him, 
which I agreed to do, without thinking about it. If I had thought 
about it I would not have done it, because I would have known it 
would kill me forever of being able to talk to him again. 

Nevertheless, I went down with him and went in to see Hopkins, 
and Hopkins said, “ Yes. Gen. Alvarado was here, but he would give 
out an interview at 6 o’clock.” I told him I was going back to New 
York at 5, and I would like to see him before that. He said, “ That 
cant be done.” I said it was unfortunate, due to the fact that I had 
had some 10 or 11 interviews with Alvarado in New York, and wanted 
to confirm the information he had previously given me. Mr. Hop- 
kins seemed to be worried about the interviews, and said to come at 
430 and I could see him. 

The sergeant at arms had been waiting, and we waited around on 
the street, and then came up and he served Alvarado and Mr. Hop- 
kins, and neither one of them liked it. At that time Alvarado gave 
out a statement, through Mr. Hopkins, a copy of which I have, about 
SIX pages, practically an outline of the reasons for the Sonora re- 
volt. So I take it that Alvarado was the actual representative in 
Washington of the revolting crowd in Sonora. 

_ Senator Branpecer. When you talked with Alvarado did you talk 
In Spanish ? 

Mr. Jones, No, sir; he talked very good English. 

Senator BranpEGER. You both spoke in English? 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir; on account of Mr. Fowler. 

Senator BranpEcee. Where is Alvarado now? 

Mr. Jones. I understand he is somewhere down in Sonora. I don’t 
know for certain. 

The CHarrman. He was in Hermosillo, the capital of Sonora, a 
few days ago. 

Senator BranpEcre. Did you ever meet Carranza? 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. 

Senator Branpecer. Talked to him? 

Mr. Jones. Mexico City, and I also met him in Piedras Negras. 

Senator Branpecer. Did you talk with him? 

Ir, Jones. Yes, sir. I remember the first time I ever saw him. 
He had a dinner for a big bunch of newspaper men, and he took a 
mouthful of water to rinse his teeth with it, and when he spat I know 
he could have killed a fly 20 feet away with it. 

n various conversations with me Alvarado slapped himself on the 
breast and said, “Of course, no man living can say that Alvarado 
8 not an honest man. At one time he imagined that he would be a 
millionaire, but his greatest enemies can say that Alvarado is known 
to be perfectly honest, and now he is living in perfect misery.” 

Is Misery at that time consisted in living in one of the most ex- 
treme apartments in the Hotel Alexandria. conservatively costing 
him $100 to $150 a week, he and his wife both being here at that 
time, and were going the limit as far as apparent extravagance of 
every kind was concerned. So his misery was of a very peculiar 
character, Alvarado is conservatively said to be worth from three 
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to five millions of dollars, and is one of the parties who is supposed 
to have put up the bulk of the money to start the Sonora revolt. He 
is supposed to have kicked in a couple of hundred thousand dollars 
for it. 

Going back to my conversation with him in the Hotel Alexandria 
in New York Gen. Alvarado showed us a copy of the issue of June 5, 
1918, of the El Excelsior. a prominent daily paper of Mexico City, 
which published editorially a statement that paymasters of the Mexi- 
can Army had and were stealing unusually large sums. The paper 
gave the names of 37 defaulting paymasters, with the amount each 
was charged with having stolen. The amounts ran from 500 pesos to 
400,000 pesos each. 

Alvarado, continuing, said that as an illustration of the money 
that Carranza had wasted on his army, the majority of which is 
stolen, the Mexican appropriation for 1918 for its war and marine 
departments was 120,755.631.65 pesos, and that this was nearly two- 
thirds of Carranza’s entire annual budget for that year; that all of 
this was spent on Carranza’s military, and of which, those who know 
to be a fact, including himself (Alvarado) realize ‘that 60 per cent 
was grafted by Carranza’s army officers. 

Alvarado then said: “ This is ‘the real reason for Carranza’s power. 
for the army has permission to loot the appropriation. When the 
officers are accused of graft, they answer: “ Who are we that we 
should bite the hands that feeds us?” 

Alvarado then said: “As an illustration of the conduct of Car- 
ranza’s army, I, while commanding general of the Mexican southern 
military zone, arrested 182 Mexican Army officers. They ranked 
from sublieutenant to colonel. I had caught them and absolutely 
had proof of crimes committed by them, ‘including murder, rape, 
robbery of foreigners, and destruction of their property, etc. 

After I was relieved from my command, Carranza pardoned or released 
these officers, restored them to duty., aud pronicced many of them. These men 
are now conunanding troops, and Carranza, with his far-seeing guile. has placed 
these officers under obligations to him. He is using officers or this class, par- 
ticularly in command of special troops which he has sent, and is sending 
to various parts of Mexico to bully and intimidate the voters who oppose his 
Wishes. 

This plan, according to Alvarado, has resulted in creating the 

same conditions in the entire Mexican “Army „and that as long as any 
Mexican oflicer is willing to do Carranza’s “dirty work,” that officer 

‘an steal with immunity, rob, or murder Mexicans or foreigners, and 
destroy their property. Ie continued: 

Carranza could have eliminated Villa or any other bandit at any time that 
he so desired. He could have brought peace and prosperity to Mexico years 
ago if he had wanted to. When Ville or others became active Carranza in- 
vawiably withdrew Mexican troops from the territory the revolutionists oF 
bandits were operating in, leaving only a small number of troops, wholly in- 
suflicient, for a garrison. In this way the bandits or revolutionists were able 
to remain active, which was just what Carranza wanted, for it enabled bim 
then to maintain a large army, who in turn looted the treasury, and as re 
payment for the loot kept Carranza in power; allowing the country to be over- 
run with revolutionists and bandits also enabled Carranza to appear in the eyes 
of the Mexicans, who did not know the real facts, and the various foreign govern- 
ments, as having a great deal to contend with in Mexico, whieh was his ex- 


euse for showing no productive results as far as bringing peace and prosperity 
to Mexico was concerned. 
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As an illustration of the fact that Carranza under no circumstances desired 
that these revolutionists or bandits be wiped out, during the latter part of 
1910 Carranza ordered Gen. Dieguez, the commander in the’ State Chiahun- 
hua, to take 1,200 soldiers out of that State, which is Vilks stamping ground, 
and move these Mexican troops to the State of Sonora, where he was to use 
the troops to intimidate friends and supporters of Gen. Obregon, Whose native 
State is Sonora. This left the State of Chinhuahua with so few troops that 
renewed activities were immediately launches by the Villistas, which was what 
Carranza desired. 

Alvarado, in explaining Carranza’s further plans to remain in 
power through the influence of his army, said. “ Carranza plans, as 
he has already done, to weed out of his army the few officers and 
troops remaining that be can not depend on at the next election.” 
Alvarado then said that Carranza’s election plans has resulted in the 
needless deaths of thousands of his troops. He illustrated this state- 
ment by stating that Gen. Arnulfo Gomez, who about a year ago was 
commander of a large part of the Mexican Army in the State of 
Sonora, was a strong partisan of Gen. Obregon, and that many of 
his command were likewise supporters of Obregon. Carranza. as: 
commander in chief of the Mexican Army, ordered these troops from 
their native State of Sonora to the tropical State of Tabasco, in the 
south of Mexico, and although these men fully realized the fate that 
awaited them, they dared not rebel and face the charges of mutiny. 

Alvarado, continuing, said: “ They went, and to-day they are but 
a sad memory, for tropical diseases, fever, and bandits destroyed 
them almost toa man. Carranza had given personal orders that all 
of these troops were to be divided into small squads on their arrival 
in Tabasco of from 10 to 50 men in each squad, and he sunk deep im 
the interior and among the tropical swamps. On account of the 
small number in each squad, those who escaped disease were power- 
less to resist attacks of bandits and revolutionists.” 

Alvarado, continuing, said: “ Their wives, children, and relatives of 
these 2,000 Mexican soldiers, the majority of whom had fought 
through the revolution to place Carranza in power, were left in 
Sonora. Carranza personally saw to it that they had no military 
protection. Hundreds of these women and children were outraged 
and murdered by Yaqui Indians, or persecuted in many other ways.” 
“This.” Alvarado continued, “ was one of the many examples given 
by Carranza to show other soldiers inclined to be rebellious, or loyal 
to Obregon, that .it would not be good for them to support others 
than himself if they did not want to be ordered south or disposed of 
or framed in some other way.” 

Alvarado said: “ This is one of the many ways used by Carranza to 
expel from the army or to kill off in the last year and a half fully 50 
per cent of the officers and men who helped to place him in power 
and who were bitterly opposed to his dishonest policies and who Car- 
ranza knew could not be depended upon to help him steal the on- 
coming elections.” 

Alvarado then said: Fifty per cent of his original army is left, fully 
content with Carranza so long as he permits them to steal millions of 
pesos, and rob, murder, and rape Mexicans and foreigners, and 
destroy their property. Carranza has replaced that part of the army 
that he has forced out, by recruiting from bandits, revolutionists, 
robbers, murderers, thieves. and all other of the very lowest and vilest 
element of Mexico. Therefore, fully half of the Mexican Army now 
represents the very lowest and worst types of Mexicans.” 
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Alvarado then said that this had resulted in the army being 
divided against itself. and that Carranza, in attempting to manipu- 
late the affairs of Mexico through his army, will destroy himself by 
the very power which he set up, through the desires of the two fac- 
tions in his army, each of these factions already having sworn that 
their leaders are to be in control of the army. 

Alvarado continued: “ No matter whether or not Carranza remains 
in office after the election, this will result during the next four to six 
months in civil war in Mexico, due to the two army factions break- 
ing apart and fighting each other for full and complete control of the 
army. Then, in addition to the internal conflict in the Carranza 
army, there will be the revolution started by the independent politi- 
cal party of which Gen. Obregon is the leader, making a triangular 
fight of the whole affair, with a large number of independent bandits 
and other revolutionary parties dipping into the general fray or 
conducting outrages against anybody or everybody. Thus Mexico 
will be in a turmoil unprecedented in her hundreds of years of strife 
and revolution, and blood will flow from every village, town, and city, 
and it will be a most complete confession to the whole world that 
Mexico is uncivilized and can not control her own affairs.” 


I asked him: 


Will this not result in the. almost total destruction of foreign property in 
Mexico or the ruin of much of it and will it not bring on the death of many 
foreigners then in Mexico. And if so, what will the United States and other 
foreign gevornments do? 


He answered: 


The thoughtful Mexicans know and feel certain that when this condition 
comes to pass, as We know it will soon come, it will result in intervention by 
the United States. This intervention will in every way have the full sym- 
pathy and support of all other civilized governments. 

I asked him when this condition came to pass in Mexico, what would Car- 
ranza say or do, and Alvarado replied, “ When Carranza saw the result of 
his work and the condition he had yoked his country to through his dictator 
ship, Carranza and his henchmen would atrempt to flee the country.” He con- 
tinued, “but they will be killed be:ore they leave Mexico. The great pity of 
it is that in addition to Carranza and his clique being blamed for these con- 
ditions, all good and loyal Mexicans will be blamed likewise, just as this 
madman Carranza who is the most damnable traitor of all Mexicans that 
ever lived.” 


Alvarado, continuing, said in answer to leading questions of mine 
that if Carranza had ruled Mexico with an honest end and had put 
down, as you (Alvarado) say he could have done, the bandits and 
revolutionists, then there would have been but very little loss to 
foreigners of their property in Mexico, nor would there have been 
but very few Americans and other foreigners in Mexico killed. 

Alvarado’s answer was, “ There is no doubt but that Carranza 
has been and is absolutely responsible for 90 per cent of the out- 
rages perpetrated in Mexico on foreigners and their property. This 
is an honest and positive fact. and the murder of the majority of 
the foreigners and the destruction of their property has been caused 
by the class of bandits and robbers that Carranza has put in his 
army who he has allowed to conduct themselves as they desire.” 

Alvarado, continuing said, “Nearly all of the murders and out- 
rages perpetrated on foreigners and their property were done by the 
Mexican soldiers.” J 
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Alvarado then, as one of the many illustrations of Carranza’s 
methods used to intimidate soldiers in Mexico and of forcing them 
to bend to his dictates in the next election, said, “ Gen. Obregon, 
during the latter part of February of this year, had gone to the 
State of Michocan. In that State he is very popular and has a 
strong following. During his visit he made many political speeches 
supporting his candidacy for the presidency: 

Carranza, bitterly displeased as fo the popular demonstration in favor of 
Obregon in Michocan, immediately ordered 21l the freight trains, which as 
yon know are under Government control and operation, out of that city. The 
people of that State have not been able since then to ship their products or to 
secure in return the necessities of life from outside the State. Carranza also 
ordered more than 75 per cent of the Mexican army troops out of Michocan, 
thereby leaving the State to the complete mercy of the bandits in their ex- 
peditions of robbery and murder in that formerly prosperous territory. 

Carranza thus gives a lesson to other States as to what may happen to them 
if they do not agree with him and court his good will by supporting him by 
their solid vote behind his presidential plans. 

Gen. Alvarado stated that Carranza’s plans to steal or control 
the next presidential elections in Mexico would be manipulated 
along the following lines, “ for?’ as Alvarado said, “ Carranza, 
through his army has intimidated voters who, if they cast a vote, as 
far as the majority of them are concerned, will vote as Carranza 
instructs through his local army officers, or others who would have 
voted. not caring to have the wrath of Carranza and his officials to 
fall on them, will stay away from the polls. However, if by chance 
Obregon or any other presidential candidate that Carranza was 
against, happened to secure a majority of the votes in each voting 
district, when the act is drawn up with a list of votes obtained by 
each candidate, this act will fraudulently be changed to show that 
Carranza’s candidate received the majority of the votes.” 

_ Alvarado then said that even if the act was an honest one, which 
Inno event would it be. it would be sent to the Mexican Congress 
where Carranza’s elected deputies or members of Congress assembled 
and who wonld pass on the legality of the election and likewise on 
the number of votes cast for each candidate. With so much fraud 
possible in the preliminary stages of the election the congressmen 
themselves, all of whom Alvarado again emphatically stated were 
Carranza’s puppets, would then cinch matters by doing whatever 
he (Carranza) desired in the way of electing the proper man. 

_ Alvarado, continuing. said: “ There is no limit to their trickery, 
including the corruption of all of the minor election officials. and 
that as to their plans of stealing the votes or substituting others 
for the original ballots, Carranza has already thoroughly arranged 
for this to happen.” l 

Alvarado then brought out very strongly the fact that Carranza’s 
overlooking no chances to remain as dictator in person or be in 
control of Mexico throngh a puppet executive, will guide the 
actions of his Congress in this fashion: 

Within a few weeks after the election, Congress will convene for the official 
count of votes. Carranza's henchmen will then declare whether the election 
Was legal or otherwise. The prearranged plan is for the Congress, as Car- 
ranza's vote manipulators, to declare the election void, due to the country not 
being in a condition of pence, or, declare in some other manner the election 

Snot been “ honest.” 
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Carranza, meanwhile, will have retired to the country. Congress, holding 
that Mexico is confronted with many internal difficulties and with international 
problems, will declare with much gusto that Mexico must have a strong man 
in power as its executive. Then Congress, by unanimous request, will recall 
Carranza and inaugurate him as Acting President until the country is deemed 
in suflicient peace to warrant a fair and legal election. 


Gen. Alvarado then declared that he, as well as other former 
strong supporters of Carranza, absolutely had in their possession 
positive proof of the fact that Carranza, having carefully arranged 
the above plan, proposes to put this steal of the election over, even 
though it does cause certain civil war. Alvarado, however, qualified 
this statement by saying that certain of Carranza’s strong supporters 
and advisers, fearing the outcome of civil war, which they know is 
almost sure to force intervention, may at the last moment persuade 
Carranaz that it would be best for him to remain the dictator of 
Mexico in fact, though not in person, by having elected illegally a 
dummy President, who will simply be the mouthpiece for Carranza. 

In the opinion of Alvarado, as he expressed in his several inter- 
views, if the latter course is adopted, Ambassador Ygnacio Bonillas 
will be chosen asa dummy for Carranza. For a while it was thought, 
so Alvarado said, that Gen. Pablo Gonzales might be run as Car- 
ranza’s proposed presidential puppet, but according to later develop- 
ments Alvarado is now convinced, according to his statements, that 
there is a secret understanding between Pablo Gonzales, Bonillas, 
and Carranza which will result, if a puppet president is put in, in 
this party being Bonillas. 


Alvarado, referring at this moment to Genzales, said that he 
(Gonzales) had been one of Carranza’s chief spineless political and 
military lieutenants. : 

Alvarado, in explaining Carranza’s manipulation for the last 
year and a half in anticipation of domineering according to his 
own ideas and wishes the oncoming presidential elections, said that 
Carranza began eliminating more than a year ago from the Govern- 
ment and army, all friends and supporters of every aspirant for the 
presidency. In the large number so “quieted,” sume being exiled, 
others being sent on long “missions” and still others called in from 
outlying districts and given posts where they would be directly 
under the official eye of Carranza; among the ad number men- 
tioned by Alvarado was Cosme Hinojosa, former Postmaster Gen- 
eral of Mexico. Alvarado said that this party was now in New York 
City and I then asked him to give me a letter of introduction to 
Hinojosa, which Alvarado did. The letter is as follows: 

Senor CosME HINOJOSA, 
Hotel MeAlpin, . 

Hinososa: In) portador desea hablarte; es un peridoista que desea alguma 
informacion y me dice que no usura tu nombre, 

tu amigo, 
S. ALVARADO. 
[Translation.] 
Mr. CoSME HINOJOSA, 
Hotel McAtpin, 

Hixososa: The bearer of the present wishes to interview you; he is a news- 

paper man who desired certain information, and he tells me he will not use 
our name. 
y your friend, 

S. ALVABADO. 
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Alvarado’s statement regarding Hinojosa was that Hinojosa had 
always been a very strong personal friend and partisan of Gen. 
Obregon, and that as he had a large personal following, Carranza, 
therefore, desired, until after he had manipulated the presidential 
elections, to take away from Obregon Hinojosa’s support. Carranza, 
being afraid to deliberately break with Hinojosa, or attempt to dis- 
credit him, decided that it would be best to send him on a long mis- 
sion, and therefore ordered him as a representative of the Mexican 
postal system to attend a postal conference in South America. Alva- 
rado, continuing, said that Hinojosa told him that he did not propose 
to go to South America but would be in the United States for some 
time, and then go to Spain and France. He said that Hinojosa 
would fully corroborate conditions in Mexico and Carranza’s elec- 
tion plans and dictatorship, as Alvarado had explained same. 

Alvarado then said that Hinojosa had spent two weeks of March. 
1920. in Washington, endeavoring to urge and persuade Ambassa- 
dor Bonillas to refrain from being a party to Carranza’s election 
plots. Hinojosa later, so Alvarado said, told him (Alvarado) that 
he could secure no satisfactory answer from Bonillas as to whether 
he would or would not continue his activities for Carranza. but 
that he felt sure of the fact that Bonillas is right to the end with 
Carranza. Alvarado said that when he received this information 
from Hinojosa, he (Alvarado), during the week of March 7 to 13, 
made a trip to Washington where both he and Hinojosa had sev- 
eral interviews with Bonillas, urging him for the sake of Mexico 
to cut away from Carranza. Alvarado then said, “ We literally beg- 
gel him to refuse to be a party to Carranza’s political intrigues,” 
but that Bonillas positively refused to make any promises, nor 
would he agree not to be a party to the continuation of Carranza’s 
plots. Alvarado, continuing, said the reason Bonillas would not 
make any promises nor agree not to participate in Carranza’s in- 
trigues, was because Bonillas at that time already positively was 
aware of the fact that he was to be Carranza’s presidentil candi- 
date and Carranza’s instrument to do with as he willed in the Mexi- 
can presidential elections. He (Alvarado) furthermore stated that 
up to that time he had a great deal of respect and confidence in 
the honor and integrity of Bonillas, but that now, inasmuch as 
Bonillas had announced himself as a candidate, everyone knew he 
was simply Carranza’s puppet: therefore no one conid have the 
respect and confidence for Bonillas that they formerly had. 

Accompanied by Mr. Gene Fowler, a reporter for the New York 
American, I presented Alvarado’s letter to Hinojosa at room No. 
463, Hotel McAlpin, on the morning of March 20. After getting 
Im“ warmed up ” and showing him I was thoroughly familiar with 
his status and his “ mission” and that I knew from Alvarado and 
others the true state of affairs in Mexico—for I repeated to him 
many of Alvarado’s statements—Hinojosa then consented to talk. 

e said: 

It is true that Carranza, knowing that I am and always will be a strong 
Supporter of Obregon, has therefore, as he has done with others, in order te 
eet me out of Mexico and thus weaken Obregon’s candidacy, sent me on a 
mission to Buenos Aires. However, instead of going there, I am leaving for 

rance and Spain in April, and I may possibly go to Buenos Aires later, re- 
turning to Mexico during August of this year. 
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Hinojosa admitted the conference between Bonillas, Alvarado, 
and himself in Washington. He also said that as he was on a diplo- 
matic mission for Mexico and officially connected with the Govern- 
ment, he could not talk so freely as Alvarado. Hinojosa, however, 
confessed that Carranza did propose to manipulate the elections and 
illegally succeed himself or remain in control of Mexico through 
a puppet President. He furthermore said that Carranza had run 
out of the army or had retired to civilian life, or had sent from 
the country all the strong friends and supporters of Gen. Obregon. 

Hinojosa admitted that Andres Garcia, former Mexican consul 
general at El Paso, Tex., and inspector general of Mexican con- 
sulates, had succeeded him as Postmaster (General of Mexico. 

Alvarado, in one of our interviews, while talking with him in 
regard to Andres Garcia, said that Garcia was known to be a strong 
friend and supporter of Obregon, and that Carranza was afraid to 
leave him at El Paso. Therefore, knowing the large following that 
Garcia had, rather than break with him, had brought him to Mexico 
City, where he would be under the direct eye of Carranza and his 
other henchmen, and in this way the friends and supporters of Garcia 
through his influence would not be able to be of much value to 
Obregon’s campaign. 

Alvarado, in one of my interviews with him, said that durin 
September and October, 1919. Carranza had organized a specia 
corps of army officers ranking from lieutenant to colonel. This was 
for the avowed purpose, as far as the public knew, to make a survey 
of conditions in Mexico to improve them. Alvarado, continuing, 
sald: 

As a matter of fact. this corps is a secret police system for Carranza. It 
was formed to spread propaganda favering Carranza’s dictatorship and alse 
to intimidate civilians and any of the anny who may be opposed to Carranza s 
plans. This foree consists of between S00 and 1.000 Mexican Army ottirers; 
and in small squads and in larger groups these special army officers have been 
moved from one end of Mexico to the other and under personal orders from 
Carranza have been used to browbeat and intimidate all of the Mexican citizens 
who were known to be favorable to other presidential candidates or opposed 
to Cartranzies plans or policies. 

Alvarado stated very frankly that the Independent Political Party 
in Mexico, of which Gen. A. Obregon, former Mexican minister of 
war and marine, is the presidential candidate, knows positively that 
Carranza proposes to succeed himself as President or dictator, and 
that they had documentary evidence to this etfect; and’ that if on 
the advice of his advisers Carranza weakened at the last moment. 
that he would then manipulate the elections to put in his presidential 
puppet Bonillas. Alvarado added: 

It Carranza does this, and it is absolutely certain that he will, then it ÍS 
equally certain that within two or three weeks after the July elections the 
Independent Political Party will launch their revolutionary movement. It may 
even happen at an earlier date, due to the fact that Carranza has already ei 
deavored to crush Obregon’s strength in Sonora. 

On Friday, March 19, at 6 p. m., Jene Fowler and myself again 
called at Alvarado’s apartments in the Alexandria Hotel. At this 
time Gen. Alvarado gave me written information regarding Mexican 
matters and likewise at this time continued his previous conversation, 
and said: 
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This revolution will extend instantly from the Atlantic to the Pacific and will 
flash along the entire border, resulting in a multitude of armed uprisings occur- 
ring at every border State and in hundreds of Mexican towns and villages. 

Before three months from the start of the revolution, Carranza or his 
“dummy” president and all those allied with him in the illegal elections and 
participating with him, will be thrown out of power, executed, or exiled. 

I asked Gen. Alvarado what strength could be placed on Obregon’s 
recent statement that if he were defeated at the next election he would 
not head the new revolution. Gen. Alvarado smiled knowingly, and 
said: 

This statement of Obregon means nothing. It is camouflaged. It was given 
mt only by Gen. Obregon to demonstrate that he is a law-abiding citizen, and 
also to make additional friends in the United States. 

The Independent Party is greater than any man. After all it is not a ques- 
tion of Who will head the revolution or whether Obregon is the leader or some- 
one else, The fact is that the revolution will come as a result of Carranuza’s 
manipulation of the election. There are several leaders who may head it, if 
Obregon for any unforeseen reason does not assume the leadership. 


I asked him: 


Who, for instance? 
Gen. Alvarado replied: 
Gen. P. Elias Calles, one of our best men, may head the revolution. 


I pulled out of Alvarado the following facts regarding the reason 
why Obregon may not be at the start the official directing head of the 
new revolutionary movement. Obregon’s political party believes that 
the United States may refuse to recognize him if he became President 
through a revolution; therefore, Gen. Calles has been designated as 
acting head of the revolutionary movement. Then, when the revolu- 
tion is successful, or while it is approaching a climax, Gen. Obregon 
will be called into the situation openly as the strong man who will 
“bring peace and prosperity to Mexico.” 

Tasked Gen. Alvarado if it was true that he was entertaining presi- 
dential aspirations. He said: 

Every man aims high, but I am not popular enough in Mexico ever to become 
resident of that country. This is due to the fact that I do net possess the 
llexibility that is necessary for a presidential candidate to have. 

However, Gen. Alvarado declared that as a loyal Mexican, when 
the revolution started, he proposed to do his duty in supporting any 
movement that would eliminate, as he put it, “ Carranza, the dictator, 
and his henchmen.” He added: 

Thousands of Mexicans from the interior and from all border States, during 
the Inst 60 days, have crossed into the United States to esenpe what will be the 
worst revolution Mexieo ever had, and likewise te keep from being forced at the 
Wint of guns into Carranza’s armies or into the revolutionary forces, 

Continuing, Alvarado said. 

This, better than anything else that T know of. shows that Mexico is not even 
safe for the Mexicans, 

In checking up Alvarado’s statement, it is evident that the flow of 

exican immigration into the United States is increasing rapidly. 

Excelsior, a Mexican daily, stated in a recent issue, in reference 
to the large number of Mexicans leaving their country for America, 
a “ whole towns are departing from Mexico into the United 
States. 
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Alvarado’s description of Luis Cabrera was as follows: 


Among Carranza’s principal lieutenants in manipulating the oncoming elec- 
tions is Luis Cabrera, noted for his extreme hatred of America and its citizens 
in Mexico. Cabrera is a native of La Sierra de Puebla, and is about 43 years 
of age. 


He is one of the shrewdest and most destructive men holding office 
under Carranza, and 1s secretary of the treasury. 

Cabrera is hated, feared, and despised by Mexicans in general, even 
more so than is Carranza. Gen. Alvarado then said: 

Cabrera should have been born in the fourth century, for he is a skeptic and 
aloes not believe in morality, and has no honor or integrity. He also feels an 
invincible attraction toward deine evil. He has been able to maintain himself 
as Carranza’s lieutenant through his absolute submission and the fact that he 
satisfies the evil instincts of Carranza. No substitute ean be found anywhere 
for Cabrera. Furthermore, Cabrera has been responsible for creating in 
Mexico more anti-American sentiment than any other Mexican in Mexico. Of 
this he has likewise had full knowledge, and it has met with his complete ap- 
proval as far as Mexican anti-American policies are concerned. 


Alvarado then, in his remarks regarding Manuel Aguirre Ber- 
langa, Carranza’s secretary of the interior, said, regarding this 
party, that he is the most. servile agent that Carranza has for his 
proposed election frauds and other villanies. He is stupid, has no 
administrative qualifications, is not honest, and his only power con- 
sists in saying to Carranza: 

My chief, I admire your talents and energy, and you are my perfect ideal of 
what a real ruler of Mexico should be. 


Alvarado then described Ygnacio Bonillas, the Mexican Ambassa- 
dor to the United States, which was written by Alvarado himself 
and handed to me in the presence of Gene Fowler, as his confidential 
views about Bonillas, as follows: 


Ygnacio Bonillas was born in San Ygnacio, Sonora. He secured his early 
education in Tueson, Ariz. and his professional education in the Boston Insti- 
tute of Technology. He is a mining engineer and is a specialist in his line. 

He has no social conscience. He is little known in Mexico. His candidacy 
for the Presidency ot Mexico is a seheme concocted by Carranza in order to 
keep himself (Carranzay in power, Even if Bonillas becomes President every- 
body knows that his candidacy is a farce. Bonillas is neither honest or 
conscientious, and has sold himself body and soul to the wishes of Carranza. 


On Mareh 17, 1920, Bonillas accepted at Nuevo Laredo, which 1s 
the Mexican township opposite Laredo, Tex.. the nomination for the 
presidency of Mexico by the Civilista Party, which was tendered him 
bv Gens. Federico Montez and Mantel Amava. 

Alvarado, continuing, said: 

T knew when [ talked to Bouillas in Washington, as T told you about hefore, 
that he was not telling the truth, and that he already a long time ago had made 
arrangements With Carrauza to do Carranza’s bidding in the next elections. 
formerly hata great deal of confidence and respect for Bonillas; now T know 


him to be morally, politically, and in every other way—nothing. He is forever 
socivlly and politically dead in Mexico, 


In my testimony regarding Bonillas and his attempts to interfere 
with legislation pending before the Foreign Relations Committee 
affecting Mexico, I should have mentioned at that time that in one 
of my several conferences with Bonillas and while “ stringing ” him 
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T told him that he was one of the greatest ambassadors Mexico ever 
had to the United States. He smiled and replied: 

The best we ever had here, und whose example I have tried to follow, is 
Manuel Calero. 

This was the ambassador of Madero. On February 3, 1913, Calero, 
who had just returned to Mexico from the United States, made what 
is said to have been the “ most amazing speech by a man of his promi- 
nence before the Mexican Senate.” He said: 


I liel to the American Government for 10 months. 


Among other Mexican Government officials that Alvarado de- 
scribed was Gen. Manuel M. Dieguez. Alvarado’s description of him 
was as follows: He said that this was Carranza’s present chief of 
operations in the north; that he never had amounted to anything be- 
fore the revolution and was always known as an active agitator. 
President Diaz sent him to San Juan de Ulloa in 1906 for the strike 
at Cananea. He has stolen many thousands of dollars and is ex- 
tremely rich, due to the revolution. He is decidedly overbearing to 
the poor. and is a brutal soldier, utterly without social conscience of 
any kind. without education or morality. He is a perfect type of a 
genuine “ bad article.” 

Alvarado’s statement regarding Pastor Rouaix, Carranza’s secre- 
tary of public instruction, is as follows: That he is without energy 
and has no administrative ability. He is continually drunk and is 
notorious as a “ money grabber.” Carranza is fond of him because 
he has no opinion, nor does he talk, think, or feel. Whatever Car- 
ranza’s ideas are, so are those of Pastor Rouaix. 

His remarks regarding Candido Aguilar, Carranza’s son-in-law 
and Mexican minister of foreign affairs, included the statement that 
Aguilar was an absolute nonentity, notoriously anti-American, and 
has never had any time to attend to any matters except with both 
hands to grab all property or money, dishonestly or othewise, that 
he could lay his hands on. Furthermore, that it was generally under- 
stood among those who know Aguilar, that he is “ off in the head”— 
crazy—and that during 1918 for a time everyone knew that he was 
msane. Aguilar’s ability is nothing. He is a perfect tool and hench- 
man for Carranza. 

Alvarado then said, regarding Manuel Rodriguez Gutierrez, secre- 
tary of communications. that he was a man utterly stupid and with- 
out education or any ability; that he is an extremist and immoral, and 
his past great quality is that he has no opinion. feeling. or ability to 
think, except to say to Carranza, “ Here I am; I do your bidding.” 

Alvarado’s description. as written by him in his own language, of 

ablo Gonzales is as follows: 

That Gonzales was born in the State of Nuevo Leon and was a small business 
man before the revolution. During the revolution he las lost almost all of his 
hattles through absolute military inability. A great many of his soldiers have 
been killed due to lack of military management. Due to his continual military 
defeats, he is popularly known in Mexico by the name of “ Pablo Carreras.” or 
the “hero of defeats.” 

Gonzales has no talent or administrative ability. Uprightness and morality 
are missing qualities in him. His greatest achievement was the murder of 
Zapata (the celebrated Mexican bandit). 

his never would have been successful except by the deliberate assassina- 
tion of his own men. Through one of Gonzales’s officers, Col, Guajardo, Gon- 
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zales arranged that this colonel apparently would derert from the ranks of 
the Carrancistas, with some of his own men, to the forces of Zapata. This 
was done. 

Zapata, in order to prove the fidelity of Col. Guajardo, the next day ordered 
the latter to attack a Carrancista garrison, which Guajardo did. In the 
meanwhile Guajardo had sent word to the garrison that he was to “pull 
off” a sham attack on them and that they were not to fire into his troops. 

Guajardo then attacked the garrison, which, obeying Guajardo’s orders, did 
not fire into the latter's force. Much to their surprise, Guajardo’s soldiers 
fired directly into the garrison, killing and wounding a large number of them, 
and then took 74 prisoners and surrendered them to Zapata, who in turn 
ordered them to be shot immediately. 

Guajardo lined up his force and deliberately, to carry through his plan, 
ordered his troops to itnmediately execute sentence on the T4 prisoners who 
were the comrades of the troops who fired the death-dealing volley. This 
gained the confidence of Zapata, who later came to pay Guajardo a visit at 
his headquarters. The visit resulted in Zapata being shot down from behind. 

AS soon as Zapata was dead, Gen. Pablo Gonzales claimed for himself the 
glory of this deed. Carranza immediately presented Gonzales with a present 
of 50,000 pesos and advanced Guajardo to the rank of brigadier general. All 
of Guajardo’s subeommanders were promoted. 

Gonzales, in the State of Morales, manipulated affairs whereby many thou- 
sands of acres of the finest ranch and farming Jands in that State are now 
controlled by him. Gonzales is an extremely wealthy man, although before 
the revolution he had nothing, and the que-tion is asked: ‘ How did he se- 
cure same?” Everyone Knows how, for it is through his manipulations in the 
army that he has stolen his wealth. 

Through shrewd publicity and propaganda efforts of Pablo Gonzales’s Ameri- 
ean agents in the United States many prominent officials at Washington and 
elsewhere have been led to believe that Gonzales, as a Mexican presidentin 
possibility, is the best of the “crop” of aspirants as far as the interests of the 
United States are concerned. 

During the World War Carranza, with his well-known ability to 
play both ends against the middle, instructed Gonzales to “come 
out strong” as a proally. This was done by Gonzales. Those who 
know Mexico fully understand that Gonzales could not have ex- 
pressed his proally sentiments except by a prearranged plan with 
Carranza and with the latter's full knowledge. consent, and thorough 
approval. 

Gonzales who headed Carranza‘’s southward movement during 
Carranza’s revolution, stopped for a time at Pachuca. While there 
he issued manifestos breathing love and patriotism for his people 
and pledged their protection. Meanwhile his soldiers looted the na- 
tive shops and his officers outraged the girls and women there. A 
similar condition existed wherever Gonzales’s troops were billeted. 

Gonzales’s military record, according to Alvarado, in Mexico has 
been a bloody one from the standpoint of the hundreds and hundreds 
of outrages perpetrated on the people of Mexico, and his officers and 
soldiers have raped. outraged, and committed similar crimes on thou- 
cands of Mexican girls and women. 

As far as Gonzales’s “love” and “belief” in the United States 
is concerned, same 1s entirely disproven by the speech of Gen. Gon- 
zales in 1916, in which he said: 

I do not approve Wilson’s policy for a reason which is fundamental with me. 
as Į believe it is with every honest man. Wilson's policy (the Mexican policy) 
is not frank. It is not clean. 1 do not reconcile the Pershing expedition with 
the bombastic and oft-repeated statements of President Wilson of his respect 
and sympathy for Mexico. 

I wish that President Wilson would give proof of his friendship with deeds, 
or that he would be our open enemy and declare war on us, which is preferable 
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to his policy of double-dealing, overwhelming us on the one hand with honeyed 
words and protestations of sympathy, and on the other hand protecting our 
enemies and obstructing the consolidation of our Government. 


In Mexico City, Pablo Gonzales has made a speciality of cultivat- 
ing the friendship of Americans. During the early part of 1919, 
Gonzales, through various Americans at Mexico City, began to ar- 
range his publicity plans as far as the United States was concerned. 
At that time I was approached by a prominent American lawyer hav- 
ing offices in Mexico City, who on July 23, 1919, in part wrote me as 
follows: 

I suggest that you write a letter to Mr. Claude Dunning, American Club, 
Mexico City. specifying in a detailed way just what services you would be 
able to render in the way of popularizing Gen. Pablo Gonzales in America. You 
should state the papers that you can use, and also emphasize the fact that you 
could probably be able to do something big for him with the strong Republicans. 
You should also, in my judgemnt, put your offer on a strictly business basis. 
Ido not know whether it would be wise for you to suggest what compensation 
you would desire, in the first letter. Mr. Dunning is a warm and intimate 
friend of mine. He will place your letter with Gen. Gonzules’s manager, whom 
he knows very intimately. r 

On the date of June 25, 1919, I also received another letter from 
this party in Mexico City, which, in part, is as follows : 

Gen. Pablo Gonzales is a man of good financial standing and is able to pay 
any reasonable price for the right kind of work. My suggestion is that you 
should put up to him just what he can expect for so many thousands of dol- 
lars per month, and how much he can expect for twice that amount. I have no 
ideas as to the prices charged for this kind of work, but he is willing to pay 
if he can get the right kind of publicity. 

Alvarado’s written description of Obregon stated as follows: 
That he was born in Siquisiva, Sonora. Before the Madero revolu- 
tion he was a small farmer in that State. He began his political 
career as municipal president of Huatabampo, Sonora, where he or- 
ganized a battalion of fellow citizens in order to fight Orozosco in 
1912, He carried out this campaign successfully and that of 1913 
against Huerta. He was the active head of Carranza’s campaign 
of 1915 against Villa. This resulted in complete victory for the 
Carrancistas. Obregon’s enemies admit that he is a military leader 
of merit, but it is said that he has won his victories by utter disre- 
gard of death in battle of many thousands of his command. 

After Obregon’s campaign against Villa, Carranza appointed him 
minister of war and marine. Obregon is a man of limited education 
tea his friends state that he has but very little administrative 
abihty, 

There has been so much testimony given before the Fall com- 
mittee that any remarks of mine regarding Obregon are hardly nec- 
essary. However, it is well to remember that Obregon was an active 
Participant in all of Carranza‘s plots against the United States. and 
that he cooperated in same with great enthusiasm. 

n my testimony regarding Carranza’s Central American plots 
there has been shown quite a large number of original letters passing 

rom various parties to and from Obregon. This Central American 
plot of Carranza’s, in connection with Von Eckhardt, the German 
ambassador to Mexico, was to secure control of all Central America 
and to work in those countries at all times against the interests of 
the United States. 
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Wherever Obregon’s troops campaigned under his personal com- 
mand people of Mexico were robbed by them, churches were rar- 
sacked, thousands of women and girls were outraged by the officers 
and men of his command, and when Obregon led into Mexico City his 
ate soldiers the metropolis was given over to complete looting ly 
the Indians, and thousands of women and girls were outraged there. 

Obregon, as commander of all Mexican forces, and later in his 
cabinet capacity, participated actively in all of Carranza’s anti- 
American intrigues. Obregon ranked as one of the most extreme 
pro-German sympathizers in Mexico during this period. Likewise. 
he was one of the most celebrated “ haters” of the United States. 
He was the close friend and associate of Von Eckhardt and was tw- 
loved by the German colony in Mexico City. 

When Obregon entered Mexico City, flying the black flag of 

iracy, he made a contract with the I. W. W. During the World 
Var, at a time when it seemed that Germany was succeeding, he 
wrote a book favoring the Prussian cause. In that work he ap- 
proved the attitude and policies of Carranza to form a union among 
the Latin American nations to oppose the United States economically 
and otherwise. 

About a year and a half ago Obregon began his publicity and 
propaganda campaign in the United States, engineered by American 
publicity men. He realized he would have to “flop” and become 
pro-American. He did this with much gusto and extensive adver- 
tising. His new protestations of love for the United States can be 
classed as “ bunco talk.” 

Gen. Obregon’s campaign manager in Mexico is Gen. Benjamin 
Hill, who during the early part of 1919 began seeking a publicity 
director in the United States. Dr. M. L. Espinosa, Avenue Morales 
91, Mexico City, is assistant campaign manager for Gen. Obregon. 
At that time Obregon’s presidential campaign plans, as far as propa- 
ganda was concerned, consisted of appointing a publicity representa- 
tive in Cuba, Porto Rico, British Honduras, each of the five Central 
American countries, Panama, each of the South American countries, 
and in England, France, Germany, Spain, and the United States. 

During the early part of 1919 I received several letters from a 
friend of mine in Mexico City who stated that he had talked to Dr. 
Espinosa and Gen. Benjamin Hill, and that they were very anxious 
to secure a publicity director in the United States who could produce 
results. In another part of my testimony I will in detail outline the 
activities of several parties in New York City, who, I understand. 
from reliable witnesses. had conducted active negotiations with rep- 
resentatives of Obregon to handle a publicity and propaganda fund 
to popularize him throughout the United States. 

ne reason for Alvarado talking so frankly to me was due to the 
fact that he thought that from a newspaper standpoint I could be 
of a great deal of benefit to him and to Obregon and for their po- 
litical party, from a publicity standpoint, throughout the United 
States; and I was to prepare a written proposition in regard to 
handling publicity work for them which t was to present to Alva- 
rado, which, however, I never did. 

Alvarado, continuing his conversation with me, said that Obre- 
gon’s right-hand bower and the man who will really start the revo- 
Jutionary movement for him is Gen. P. Elias Calles, who was born 
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in Guymas, Sonora. Before the Carranza revolution. Calles was a 
school-teacher, and later was a small business man, and, like Obre- 
von, had little worldly goods. His political career began in 1911, 
when he became part of the Carranza movement against Huerta. 

It will be remembered that Carranza appointed Calles as mili- 
tary governor and commander of Sonora, and later, for a short 
while, had him as a member of his cabinet. Calles claims to have 
resigned due to not being able to stomach Carranza’s plans and 
policies. 

When Calles was governor of Sonora, he is said to have estab- 
lished a record in that State which still stands regarding his total 
indifference as to the lives and property of the unfortunate foreign- 
ers having investments in Sonora. 

Carranza’s biography, according to Gen Alvarado, corresponds to 
that of Satan. Alvarado said: 

Carranza, years ugo, was a school teacher in his native State, Coahuila, 
at 40 pesos ($20) a month. He had no property. In those days Carranza 
decked himself out as a grandee and strutted about his little village for the 


benefit of the senoritas, who, it is said, didn’t admire his whiskers, and Car- 
ranz, even in those days, as far as the Senoritas were concerned, amounted 


to nothing. 


Alvarado, continuing, said : 

Ei whiskers (Carranza’s) were then like Carranza’s heart is now—coal 
Mack, 

Even in those days, Alvarado declared, Carranza was known as 
an extremist, and his own relatives are said to have regarded him as 
“missing in the head.” 

Alvarado, continuing, said that Carranza manipulated his election 
to the State legislature of Coahuila. Three months later his neigh- 
bors and friends were astonished to learn that Carranza had ac- 
cumulated sufficient funds to purchase a large ranch. 
= Carranza’s rise in politics was gradual, said Alvarado, who added: 
. And his rise in morality remained stationary.” 

Carranza finally worked his way into the governorship of Coa- 
hula. When Madero was president, Carranza, as well as other 
fovernors, received from the Federal treasury large monthly allow- 
ances for the payment of the State troops. He is charged with hav- 
ing only a limited number of troops in his State, and the balance of 
the pay roll for a much larger number went into his pockets anil 
those of his officials. . . 

This resulted in a disagreement between Carranza and the group 
surrounding President Madero. Carranza’s monthly troop allow- 
ance was cut off, and friction between Carranza and Madero led to 
the formulation of plans by Carranza to revolt against Madero. Be- 
fore these plans could be put through, Madero was assassinated and 
Carranza’s advisers told him of the bad impression Madero’s murder 
had produced in the United States. 

Alvarado, continuing, said that Carranza realized his opportunity 
Was at hand. He proclaimed loudly, especially where American ears 
Were open, that his purpose of revolting against Huerta was to 
revenge the “ shameful murder ” of his “ beloved chief,” Madero. 

Alvarado, continuing, said that all of Carranza’s promises as first 
chief and as President have never been carried out. His favorite and 
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only weapons are corruption and intrigues. He has absolutely no 
conception of morality, and his only faith lies in the strength of 
money and the strength of his arms. He—Alvarado—continued: 


Carranza is a dangerous lunatic, caused by his lust for power, irrespective of 
consequences to the land which gave him birth. The irresponsible class of 
Mexicans Carranza needs and bas for his infamous work. He and they care 
nothing for reforms or organization of the government. Their only desire is 
crime, wine, Women, Money, and immunity from Carranza for their vices, which 
he invariably extends to them. 

In order to serve Carranza as he wants to be served, a man must have lost 
all of his morality and dignity, and must have acquired a character of a blind 
instrument. 

The administration of Carranza never has been and never will be a pre 
gressive one. [lis government has been nothing but a conspiraey to Keep Car- 
ranza With his cirele of scoundrels in power. Carranza was placed in power 
by those who beHeved there was a greut opportunity in Mexico for reforms by 
the people, and which would be a benefit to all. He has betrayed in every way 
the people who brought him to power. This line of conduet on his part is itea- 
son of the blackest kind to his country, party, and friends. 

The circumstances of Carranza’s betrayal to lis country and friends are 
blacker and more treacherous than that of Benediet Arnold. In Carranza’s 
criminal efforts against all of his pledges, guaranties, promises, and even the 
laws which he himself made to remain in power, he has empleyed all ef the 
resources of the country-—money as well as railroads, post ottices, cable offices, 
the army, police, and navy, and in every other Federal, State, or municipal de- 
partment of Mexico, 

It was not worth while, as all Mexicans now know, to have made a revol- 
tion in order that traitors like Carranza and his henehmen should now be the 
dictators of Mexico. 


In another interview with Alvarado after he had made his various 
statements regarding Carranza, I persuaded him to write a deserip- 
tion of Carranza and his activities and of conditions in Mexico, an 
the following was written by Alvarado, and the translation of same 
is from the copy made by Alvarado: 


Carranza bas never been a revolutionary or reformer. Neither in his cor 
versation nor in his public documents or private documents has he ever spoken 
about reform, nor in anything that was not the reestablishment of constitutional 
order, 

When he abandoned Mexico in 1914, he considered himself lost and, as the 
final recourse, he began to attack the Americans who were in Vera Cruz, and 
for that purpose he placed an ultimatum before them to leave that port, order- 
ing Gen. Candido Aguillar that if on such and such a date they bad not 
embarked, he would attack them. Fortunately, the Americans retired and 
so there was avoided the occurrence that this man should bring upon his 
country a foreign war with the hope of consolidating a power that he hoped 
to lose. If his patriotic sentiments had been true, what was the use of his 
hoping to assume that energetic attitude until the rupture with Villa was com- 
plete? Why did he not demand the evacuation of domestic territory on the 
day he occupied the city of Mexico, or even before? He assumed a power of 
bitter patriotism as long as he saw himself lost, because he believed that Villa 
would follow him as far as Vera Cruz, and thought that by attacking the 
invaders he would become the palatine of national defense, and thus avoided 
that Villa should attaek him. 

This proves nothing more than this man is an unscrupulous man and is 
eapable of doing anything in order to retain his power. 

In Vera Cruz there were instances of fear and he was really constrained 
by the revolutionary elements there to issue two or three decrees of a reform- 
iat character, but he never thought of reforming them because he has been 
the insurmountable obstacle to the carrying out of these decrees, 

We have the proof in the fact that the people have not received the least 
advantage, either in lands or in arrangements regarding their work, neither 
in education or hygiene or in any other sense. 

The only thing that Carranza has in mind is not to leave the power be has 
in hand, und for that purpose he has continued to intrigue without let-up. His 
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favorite and only weapons are corruption and intrigue; he has absolutely no 
conception of moral force nor does he believe that there are any honorable 
men, and his only faith lies in the strength of money and in the strength of 
his arms. 

Carranza is a dangerous lunatic whose insanity consists in not wishing to 
give up any power at all that should be consequential to the country. 

Let us see how he has proceeded latterly. In the first place hé has prac- 
ticed without let-up the maxim, “divide y reinaras”’. (divide, and you will 
rule.) In every State he has tried to maintain the discord between local parties 
or between the governor and the chief of the military. What he is most angered 
at is that there is a place in the country where everything is quiet and there 
are no difficulties. If, under any circumstances. in any State there is peace 
and progress, he does not rest until he creates difficulties that make his inter- 
vention necessary. There are Sonora, Tamaulipas, Nayarit, Michoacan, Coa- 
huila, Yucatan, Tabasco, Mexico, San Luis Potosi, and there are all the rest 
of the States. He has tried with the force that his legality gives him, and 
using the army and the money of the nation to render null and void every 
element of real value and substitute elements of the most servile and uncon- 
ditional character, types of men Whose only aim is to have money with full 
hands and to have impunity for their misdeeds. 

Classes of elements that Carranza needs for his infamous work, nor does 
he care about reforms or organizations or morality or anything else except 
crime and intemperance, his business, and his abuses. 

Really the mercenaries are capable of doing anything and having wine, 
Women, money, and impunity, and they do not care about anything else, and 
all they look for is the satisfaction of their vices. l 

Thus, slowly but continuously, Carranza has eliminated everything that is 
about to feel, think, have an opinion, or any act that might reveal his per- 
sonality so that to-day he is unconditionally the only one left in military and 
civil life. 

In order to serve Carranza at these latter times, a man must have 
lost the last vestige of morality and dignity and he must have ac- 
quired a character of a blind instrument without any other qualifi- 
cation than that of passive obedience or the servility that goes as far 
as ignominy. 

This is his work of corruption and this is what he required most. He has put 
his fingers into all the elections, imposing upon the people by force and each 
time more imprudently against the governors and against the manifest wish of 
the people until he now counts with a great majority of unconditonal bands of 
villians in the States and when in spite of his intrigues such as ZAnentecus, 
Michoacan, Tabasco, Sonora, and Yuentan, he has not succeeded: in imposing on 
the governor whatever he desired to have him do, but does not tire out in 
treating continuous difficulties. 

In Tabasco he did everything he could in order to oppress the governor, and 
When he did not succeed because of the energetic opposition of the people, he 
put down the people with the army and delivered the governor to the friends 
of his protection and if he had to ummake this infamy, it was because of the 
eat noise made by the independent press. There was no other remedy than 
to undo the affair. but the federal chief was not punished or was there even 
any intention of judicial investigation. 

Having been defeated in these territories, he left not a single moment free 
from intrigue against that governor. 

The case of Yucatan is also typical of his manner of working. In the rich 
and prosperous State and with a government that did not depend upon him, 
but could net make him agree with them, and there was absolutely no spring 
Mm the government, in economic life. and in military force that he did not 
destroy the force of that State, but succeeded only in humiliating it and bring- 
lug it to misery and disorder, Latterly, in order to bring his work to a crown- 
ng. he imposed a legislature by force of arms and with the greatest haughti- 
ness and with the greatest disregard of the laws of the State, but sent military 
chiefs with orders to terrorize the people. Faith wishes that the consequenceg 
of conduct, criminal and treasonable, sheuld not come to a head. 
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The administration of Carranza has never been a progressive one because the 
country has found in it an obstacle on the most insurmountabie kind for 
progress and development. because such a government is not a careful admin- 
istration of the needs of the country, but a conspirarey in order to perpetuate 
Carranza with his cirele of scoundrels, 

Now for the bloody farce that is being prepared and that its authors co- 
sider make appear an election, but begun by eliminating all the individuals 
that had sympathies for any candidate under the pretext that he desired the 
ndiinistration to be impartial and he did the same in the army; that is the 
greatest hypocrisy, because the entire world knows that it is enough for any 
funectionary or military officer to show his absolute uneonditionality to the de- 
sires of Carranza in order to enter into the circle of those favored ones who are 
protected, He dias begun an intense action in order to attract the elements 
that have risen in auns against the Government offering to acknowledge to 
them the ranks thev have in his power and admitting them to the army: if 
he succeeded in having all rebels accept this proposition, we would see the 
phenomenon of the elements proceeding from the enemy forces of the present 
Government become a majority in the composition of the hybrid arny wnio 
of two vry definite groups: the old elements of the revolutionary army and 
the new elements coming from the rebel camps; that is, a dog and a cat mixed 
together in a single sack. There already existed a situation similar to this at 
the time of the triulaph of the Mr. Madero, and there remain on foot elements 
of the old anny and also those of the revolutionary forces, and as the entire 
world knows, there was absolutely no end to shoeks and frietions, only they 
culminated in the destruction of Mr. Madero. and the conflagration of a tre- 
mendous war until one of the two elements destroved the other. 

Carranza, not being a revolutionary or a reformist, has betrayed the party 
that brought him to power because this has been the most serious obstacle to the 
aspirations of the country and the progressive elements coming into power, but 
Ultimately he has shaken them off entirely, having made himself the palatin of 
the conservative and non-progressive elements by saving to them: I am your 
man, and you need look for no other. Here I am. 

This line of conduet, whieh is nothing else than treason of the blackest kind 
to his party and to his friends, has satisfied his reactionary aspirations, and 
after supported himself on the elements hostile to his party—that is, the armed 
and simple social forces. 

These circumstances of betrayal have never brought results and history is 
full of troubles of those who attempted to carry them out. A politician is 
stronger in proportion as he represents the aspirations of the ehier group and 
When he passes to the other side or simply gives up te represent the interests 
and ideas of his party, he loses all force. The list of the Dumouriez and of 
Comonforts is endless, in order not to mention the Opas, the Condes, Julianes. 
and the Arnolds resulting in there never having been any lack of a Don Pelayo, 
a Hoche, a Washington, or a Jaurez who should take into his hand the stand- 
ard that these disgraced people have let fall from their hands. 

In this criminal farce are employed all the resources of the country, money as 
well as railways, post offices, cable offices, the army, the police, the pubiic serv- 
tee, nnd the decision of all the matters in the Federal Government, and in those 
of the States. 

The work of corruption is so cousiderable that one ean scareely imagine this. 
Nothing escapes this infamy. this criminal and traitorous conduct. the money 
of the nation, the emplovees, salaries, concessions, privileges, and favors of 
every kind for the accomplices, persecution and misery for those that refuse to 
give their aid to the intrigue of so great a criminal. 

He has now come as far as the creation of numerous secret police forces and 
of an extensive system of espionage between the army and among the eivil 
employees and railways, in theaters, street cars, restaurants, barber sheps +P 
general, and in every place of assembly. 

This espionage distributes corruption and terrorizes everybody, intensifying 
the intrigues, traps, aspirations, and aecusations in an insurmountable degree. 
because it is known that the spy does not limit himself to saying the truth and 
to serve the interests of anyone who pays him, but on the other hand, he is con- 
stantly inventing conspiracies, plots, and plans, and, as is natural, uses the said 
ower of making the evil in his own benefit and in order to satisfy his passions 
and those of his friends. It was not worth while to have made a revolution in 
order that the traitors should arise with discoveries so moldy as the official 
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candidates of a little Napoleon and the secret police and the espionage of the 
third section of the minister of the interior of Russia that as we, too, know was 
a blind force that went as far as the marrow of the Russians because there was 
ho oue free from it and was the agent of terror, persecutions, deportations to 
Siberia, of dungeons, of fortresses, and of death. 

I again mentioned the fact to Alvarado that many parties said he 
himself had Mexican presidential aspirations. His answer was that 
he had many enemies in Mexico, and for a time hoped to be able to 
become an actual presidential candidate, but that now he had given 
up such intentions. 

My report under the name of Cresse, dated New Orleans, La.. 
June 20, 1919, at that time advised the Department of Justice and 
the State Department that Alvarado was actively planning to be- 
come Mexican presidential candidate. Through a confidential 
friend of mine in Mexico City, I at that time learned from this 
American that Alvarado was most anxious to form a connection 
in the United States which would be able to extend publicity and 
propaganda among prominent officials at Washington to create senti- 
ment regarding Alvarado as a future Mexican president. The re- 
port above mentioned sent forward to the Department of Justice, 
is as follows: 

Confidential report re Gen. Salvador Alvarado, Mexican presidential enndi- 
date, and his efforts in Mexico and throughout the United States to secure 
publicity for his campaign: 

Gen, Alvarado several months ago organized a company who are the 
publishers of El Heraldo De Mexico. This daily paper is in reality owned 
by Gen, Alvarado, and has an abundance of financial backing, and its announced 
rpose is to become the principal paper in the Mexican Republie. In each 
of its daily issues one page is published im English. The paper is under the 
direction and management of Modesto G. Roland, who is also said to be Al- 
Varado’s Guupaign manager, It is published in Mexico City at Apartado 5272. 

The real purpose of Alvarado having started the El Heraldo De 
Mexico is through its columns to spread propaganda regarding Al- 
varado as a Mexican presidential candidate, This paper I under- 
stand is now making, or will at an early date, proposition to prac- 
tically every daily paper and prominent weekly and monthly maga- 
zme throughout the United States, to be put on their exchange list. 
Alvarado hoping in this way to secure hundreds of columns of news 
Items and editorials each month regarding himself. If he ean suc- 
ced in carrying out his idea alone these lines his supporters be- 
lieve that the news items and editorials published in various papers 
and magazines throughout the United States will tend to popularize 
him with the people of the United States. Alvarado also proposes 
to appoint a publicity director in the United States, and have been 
asked to take this matter up with Modesto G. Rolland. 

Gen. Alvarado is best known throughout Mexico as the ex-governor 
of Yucatan. Realizing that the next president of Mexico would 
have to be a military man. therefore with that idea in view, he re- 
Signed the governorship of Yucatan during the early part of 1918, 
and went to Mexico City. where, it is said. he took an oath before 

resident Carranza that he would go into the field as general com- 
manding a large number of Mexican troops and would capture or 
kill Gen, Felix Diaz and likewise completely break up the Felicista 
and Gen. Manuel Pelaez revolutionary movements in the southern 
part of Mexico or die in the attempt to do so. 
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During the latter part of March, 1918, Alvarado at the head of a large 
body of Mexican troops had a fight extending over a period of several days 
with the Felicista or Pelaez forces at or near Minatilan, which is near the 
Tabasco border. This fight resulted in Gen. Alvarado’s forees being badly 
defeated and cut up by the revolutionary forces, and at that time the revolu- 
tionary forces likewise captured from Gen, Alvarado'’s troops a large quantity 
of arms and ammunition. commissary supplies, and cash. Many of Alvarade’s 
men deserted and joined the revolutionary forces. Gen. Alvarado then re 
turned to Mexico City and outfitted another expedition and again took the field, 
but to date has never had another decisive fight with the Felicistas or Pelaez 
forces. 

Copy of this report furnished to Washington, New Orleans, San Antonio— 
State Department. 


Alvarado then prepared me a typewritten statement regarding 
himself, which is as follows: 

Gen. Salvador Alvarado, was born in Sinaloa, He was reared in Sonora, 
He has had a fair amount of instruction, has some administrative capacity 
and organizing ability. 

He is strong in his intentons, energetic, tenacious, and tireless in his work. 
He has dedicated all his time to studying the problems of his country and is 
a Mexiean in belief. who knows the United States most. 

Considering the large sums of money that he managed in Yueatan, there 
wus a time when Gen. Alvarado thought he could make himself rich, but 
those who know him more closely know that he lives in misery. His worst 
enemies accuse him of everything, but no one has ever dared say he is not 
honest. : 

Before the revolution he was a business man and a eontractor of railway 
construction. He made the campaign against Diaz, Orozco, Huerta, Villa. and 
has never been defeated. 

Alvarado likewise told me that he had served in the Carranzista 
army against Felix Diaz. Orozco, Huerta, Villa, and in other minor 
engagements. He proudly claimed never to have been defeated, 
although the Felicista revolutionists make the counterclaim that 
in a battle between them and Alvarado’s forces the latter was de- 
feated and barely escaped with his wearing apparel. 

It is very noticeable that Alvarado in the biography written by 
himself, but intended to be circulated as an anonymous and imper- 
sonal laudatory work, said that he had handled large sums of money 
in Yucatan, and there was a time when he thought he could make 
himself rich, but those who know him closely know that he lives 1n 
misery. His worst enemies accuse him of everything, but no one 
ever has dared to say that he is not honest. . 

Alvarado’s “ misery ” consists in maintaining a luxuriant suite of 
rooms in a fashionable hotel (The Hotel Alexandria at One hun- 
dred and third Street), dining often and well, and enjoying himself 
generally at a variety of entertainments, sporting stylish clothes, 
silk shirts. and visiting the barber shop for the maximum amount 
of tonsorial attention. ` 

Those interested in Alvarado and many of his enemies say that 
prior to the revolution he had but very little visible wealth, and 
they now ask where did the money come from to support Alvarado’s 
misery, also for the ownership of his daily newspaper, El Heraldo. 
with its modern equipment, and for other properties he is alleged 
to own. 

When Madero started his revolution against Porfirio Diaz in 1910. 
which was successful, Yucatan, who had not participated in this 
revolution, recognized the Madero administration. After Maderos 
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fall they then accepted Huerta’s government. In 1914 Carranza sent. 
as his first governor to Yucatan, Gen. Eleuterio Avila. The people 
of Yucatan peacefully accepted Avila as their governor, but shortly 
after his arrival he imposed forced loans on the planters and busi- 
ness men of Yucatan for several millions of pesos, which was 
promptly paid and part of which went into the Carranzista treasury. 
As the prospects for loot of all kinds in Yucatan were good, and 
others close to Carranza forced the recall of Avila to Mexico City, 
(en, Toribio de los Santos, in Avila’s place, was appointed acting 
governor by Carranza. His despotic rule aroused the hostilitv of the 
people of Yucatan, and he then made wholesale arrests of its leading 
citizens and forced further large loans from the people. Within six 
weeks after having been inaugurated his iron rule resulted in an 
uprising of the people in the interior. Santos sent Col. Abel Ortiz 
Argumendo to suppress this movement. Argumendo, when he ar- 
rived at the point of the uprising, immediately deserted with his: 
force and joined the rebels. With an ever-increasing force of revo- 
lutionists he marched on Merida and took possession of same. De los 
Santos, to save his life, fled to the State of Campeche. 

The people of Yucatan assured Carranza at this time that the up- 
rising was not against Carranza and that they were loyal to his Gov- 
ernment and were perfectly willing to pay their taxes and duties as 
heretofore. They merely asked to have the privilege of naming their 
own governor. Carranza’s answer was to send Gen. Salvador Al- 
varado with about 8.000 troops to Yucatan to force possession of the 
government from Argumendo. 

Alvarado and his army landed in the State of Campeche, and from 
there marched into Yucatan. Alvarado sent announcements ahead 
saying that through blood and fire he would arrive in Merida. This 
resulted in a state of terror in Merida and other parts of Yucatan. 
Many hundreds of the Yucatecos fied that State. Alvarado imme- . 
diately seized all of the railroads and operated them from that time 
on as Government property. He likewise took possession of the 
Comision Regladora del Mercado de Henequen (Ruling Commission 
of the Henequen Market). 

This organization in the old days of peace in Yucatan was owned 
anıl controlled by the growers of henequen, and its functions were 
to regulate the operation of supply and demand of henequen; and 
when the supply exceeded the demand the Regladora would purchase 
same and hold it until the demand caught up with the supply. Up 
to 1910 or 1911 the price of the ar a fiber averaged 24 cents to 
about 6 cents per pound, f. o. b. New York. 

Alvarado immediately issued a decree that the planters could only 
sell their henequen to the Regladora. He likewise ordered his rail- 
road director to refuse transportation of any henequen consigned 
to anybody except the Regladora. This immediately paralyzed that 
industry and resulted in a tremendous quantity of henequen being 
accumulated. He fixed an arbitrary price, which was around 4 cents 
per pound. 

Alvarado then sent Dr. Victor A. Rendon and Julio Rendon to the 

hited States, where they succeeded in perfecting financial arrange- 
ments with a group of bankers, who agreed to advance for a con- 
sideration in addition to interest, satisfactory loans on all henequen 
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stored in warehouses in the United States. Alvarado then shipped 
to the United States tremendous quantities of henequen, which was 
warehoused and upon which he secured loans. 

When Dr. Victor A. Rendon came to the United States I got in 
with him and my reports at that time to the Department of Justice 
gave them in advance full information as to the plans and activities 
of Rendon and his associates. My testimony before the committee, 
if desired, will in detail bring out many of Rendon’s activities at 
that time. 

At the start of this proposition henequen was quoted at from 7 
to 8 cents per pound. In 1919, due to Alvarado’s methods, so it is 
said, the price of henequen in the United States had advanced to 
19} cents per pound. This resulted in the American farmers paying 
for their binder twine, which is used in wheat fields, the following 
amounts which were in excess of amounts paid by them for the same 
quality of twine in previous years: 


Excess in 1916 _-- ~~ -___ Dhan Seats eth ah 2 aes hes an cetacean Seales one Se a $7. 125. 000 
Exeess in TO (ws ee we ee Se et sca 22a BR) 
Tx CSS in T918 ee oe a ee Ne, ee in AE ee ote ae 42, 000, G00 
CT a hc Be ee E ee 30, 000,000 


Making a total of $112.500.000 that American farmers were forced 
to pay for their binder twine in excess of the amounts they would 
naturally have been called upon to pay had it not been for the exis- 
tence of Alvarado’s management and monopoly of the Regladora. 

The henequen planters of Yucatan derived but very little benetit 
from the large excess profits mentioned. Alvarado and his asso- 
ciates organized many subsidiary companies, likewise are charged 
with having spent enormous sums of money for advertising and 
propaganda work in the United States. much of which was of a per- 
sonal character. Alvarado also organized a company called The 
Compania de Fomento del Sureste, of which Alvarado was president, 
and which he absolutely controlled. The announced object of this 
company was to import everything required by the natives of Yuca- 
tan, and which was to exclude from all participation and commerce 
of private firms and individuals. The Regladora, acting under Al- 
varado’s orders, spent $7,000,000 in the purchase of several small 
steamers. In many other ways the funds of the Regladora drained 
from the pockets of the farmers and the users of bread in the United 
States, and were according to the planters of Yucatan, dissipated 
in various visionary schemes. 

The henequen planters meanwhile were getting poorer, although 
they realized that henequen was being sold in the United States at 
fabulous prices. They became restless and threatened trouble for 
the Alvarado government. Alvarado’s iron rule resulted in the 
organization in Yucatan of the Ligas de Resistencia (League of Re- 
sistance). which conducted a reign of terror throughout Yucatan. 
Those who opposed the plans of the Government were persecuted 
in many ways. On one occasion two men, who had met the displeas- 
ure of the Government, were hanged to an oak tree on the principal 
boulevard of Merida, and their bodies were allowed to swing from 
the tree from sunrise to sunset. Thereafter, those who showed re- 
sentment or threatened trouble were told to remember the oak tree. 

When Carranza wrecked all of the banking institutions in Mexico 
those in Yucatan went with the others. The Regladora then issued 
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its own currency, all of which in the end resulted to its holders in 
large losses. 

About the middle of 1919 the Regladora, having ruined nearly 
all of the planters in Yucatan, and when it had reached the point 
where it was practically bankrupt, was turned back to the planters. 

The production of henequen in 1900 was 500.000 bales; in 1914 the 
production, prior to Alvarado’s régime, was 1,026,000 bales. In 1918 
the production had declined to 805,000 bales, and in 1919 to less than 
(00,000 biles. In other words, during Alvarado’s régime the pro- 
duction of henequen declined over 30 per cent. If production had 
been handled right by the Regladora under Alvarado it is said that 
it annually would have been in excess of 1,500,000 bales. Fully 70 
per cent of the binder twine which the farmers of the United States 
use is made from Yucatan sisal or henequen. 

Alvarado’s bloody rule in Yucatan is too well known, and I pre- 
sume more than suflicient testimony has been introduced before the 
committee regarding conditions in Yucatan under his administration 
than to make necessary any additional remarks by me about Yucatan 
under Alvarado’s government. It is, however, a known fact and 
many of my reports bear this out, that Alvarado’s pro-German ac- 
tivities in Yucatan were during the European war in many ways 
detrimental to the interests of the United States. 

Dictatorship was no child’s play with Alvarado. He was a real 
one for giving orders and combining himself with the three govern- 
mental functions, the legislature, the ey. and the executive. 
In Merida the foreigners and Yucatecos used Alvarado’s name with 
bated breath for his capital was filled with spies and soldiers. 

Accompanied by Gene Fowler on Saturday, March 20, again 
called at the Alexandria Hotel to see Alvarado, who was not in. 
Therefore on Sunday, March 21, Fowler and myself again went to 
Alvarado’s hotel and met Alvarado as he was coming out of the 
dining room at 2.30, accompanied by his wife and another party, to 
whom we were not introduced. With Alvarado and his party we 
went to his rooms where he handed me a written memorandum con- 
ae information regarding many of the facts mentioned herein- 

ore. 

(Whereupon at 4.45 p. m. the committee adjourned to meet again 
0 


n luesday, May 18, 1920, at 11 o’clock a. m.) 
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TUESDAY, MAY 18, 1920. 


UNITED States SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON Foretcn RELATIONS, 
Washington, D. C. 
The committee met at 11 a. m. pursuant to adjournment, in room 
128, Senate Office Building, Senator Frank B. Brandegee presid- 
ing temporarily, in the absence of the chairman. 
Senator BRANpEGEE. Senator Fall is engaged in other matters for 
a few minutes, but has asked me to go ahead with the hearing for 
the purpose of saving time. So you may proceed, Mr. Jones. 


TESTIMONY OF MR. CHARLES E. JONES—Resumed. 


Mr. Jones. About the 1st of October, 1919, in Washington, at the 

ashington Hotel, I discussed with several parties my purpose of 
endeavoring to dig out from Mexican Ambassador Bonilas and 
other Mexican Government officials the exact plans that they had at 
that time in regard to carrying through their propaganda and other 
activities throughout the United States. The parties to whom I 
talked, I will give their names in private to Senator Brandegee and 
Senator Fall. 

Due to my former connection with the Mexican Government as 
confidential agent to the Mexican foreign office I, therefore. was 
on friendly terms with the majority of the Mexican officials through- 
out the United States. Ramon P. de Negri, at that time Mexican 
consul general in New York Citv, I had met once before, while he 
was serving as consul at San Francisco several years ago. The 
consul general at New Orleans, Pesguria, however, was particularly 
friendly with me. Therefore, on October 1, 1919, I telegraphed 

esguria to send De Negri a strong telegram regarding myself, like- 
wise another telegram to be presented by me to De Negri. I file 
with the committee a carbon copy of the telegram of October, 1919, 
stamped by the Western Union to Pesguria at New Orleans; and 
a telegram was sent to De Negri in New York by Pesguria, and 
also one to myself. 

On October 22, at 4 p. m., I presented the telegram sent me by 

esguria to De Negri in his office on the nineteenth floor of the Trib- 
une Building. 

I likewise showed him all of my various letters, etc., which proved 
my previous connection with the Mexican Government. De Negri 
said that he remembered me and knew of me and that I was just the 
man the Mexican Government needed and was looking for, due to the 
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fact that the enemies of Mexico had been and were now more active 
than ever before; and that with their assistance and following out 
their suggestions I could be of the greatest value to them. He at this 
time in a most insulting manner, referred to the National Association 
for the Protection of American Rights in Mexico, Senator Fall and his 
committee, Capt. Hanson, Secretary of State Lansing, Mr. Buckley, 
and many of the Mexican revolutionists. He said that through de- 
tective agencies and their own secret service men they had secured 
a great deal of information regarding what he termed was the dirty 
work of the parties mentioned. He then asked me if I knew all of the 
parties that he had referred to, and I, of course, told him that I did, 
and that I likewise thought his opinions regarding these parties were 
absolutely correct. 

My brother, N. T. Jones, and myself fully sympathized with his 
ideas and handed him a lot of hot air as to what we could do for the 
Mexican Government, etc. He, De Negri, became very enthusiastic 
regarding the results that could be produced, and said that he would 
immediately telephone Ambassador Bonillas. He then asked us to 
return to his office at the Mexican Consulate in New York at 4 
p. m., on October 23. ` 

On that date we again saw De Negri at his office, and he was far 
more frank in his conversation than he had been on the previous day. 
Ie said that if he and ourselves could manipulate matters so that 
all those whom he termed were the enemies of his government among 
the parties mentioned in our first conversation with him and like- 
wise the revolutionary enemies, could be discredited, disgraced, put 
in jail or deported from the United States, that it would immediately 
settle the question of the ever-increasing agitation against Mexico. 
He said that his government was willing to spend a great deal of 
money to have this done. He then requested me to leave with him 
several of the letters which I had shown him from other Mexican 
Government officials, likewise from other parties, regarding myself. 
He then asked me to show him some of the various papers and docu- 
ments that I had regarding the activities of their Mexican revolu- 
tionary enemies, which I also showed to him. He asked me to again 
call at his office on Friday, October 24, at 4 p. m. 

My brother and myself arrived there at that time, and he said 
that he had talked to Bonillas by telephone and that Bonillas hac 
instructed him to come over to Washington on the following day 
to go over the entire matter with him. He then said that he would 
leave New York on Saturday afternoon, October 25, for Washington, . 
and that he would go over the entire matter with Bonillas at the 
Mexican Embassy in Washington on October 26, and that we were to 
be sure and see him at his office in New York on Monday, October 
97, at 4 p. m. 

The Cuaimman, What vear was that? 

Mr. Jones. 1919. We arrived there on the date and hour he re- 
quested, and De Negri introduced us to Seguin, his vice consul an 
who formerly had been connected with De Negri while he was Con- 
sul General for Mexico at San Francisco. Seguin is a son of the 
former Mexican consul at New Orleans and San Antonio, and now 
consul general for Mexico at Eagle Pass, Tex., and who prior to the 
Carranza revolt is said to have had no wealth of any kind but who 
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now, so it is said, is alleged to be worth from $150,000 to $200,000, 
. AN 

and owns several very valuable pieces of property at Eagle Pass, 
Tex. Seguin, while at San Antonio and at Kagle Pass, Tex., was 
known to be very active in smuggling arms and ammunition out 
of the United States, as will be shown hereinafter. He is like- 
wise known to be extremely anti-American. That refers both to the 
father and son. 

My report of May 13, 1918, forwarded to the State Department 
and the Department of Justice, under my department code name of 
Creese, the title of which is “ Regarding M. G. Seguin, Mexican 
consul at San Antonio, Tex.,” reads as follows: 

While at Eagle Pass learned that Sequin is alleged to have been purchasing 
in small quantities 30-30 cartridges at San Antonio, Tex., or in other places, 
and has had these cartridges shipped or carried to Eagle Pass. Tex., where 
they are alleged to have been smuggled over the border into Mexico. by or 
through the assistance of R. F. Vaughn, of the Eagle Pass Lumber Co. 
Vaughn is also connected with the Eagle Pass Grocery Co. The cartridges 
if in reality any have been smuggled, or ure yet to be smuggled over the bor- 
der by Vaughn, are supposed to be packed in other goods shipped to Piedras 
Negras and other parts of Mexico by the various concerns Vaughn is connected 
with, 

While at the military headquarters or barracks of Gen. Poraldi, in Piedras 
Negras, Mexico, on the afternoon of May 3 saw six new Winchester 30-30 
carbines which apparently have never been used, and were just unpacked for 
they still had the original factory grease and shipping tags on them. 

Discussed this matter with Mr. Beverley. special agent in charge your Engle 
Pass office, and he has this matter well in hand and is thoroughly competent and 
capable of handling this situation, provided Vaughn, Seguin, or anybody else 
ultempts to run stuff of that kind over the border. 

Seguin, while former Mexican consul at Eagle Pass, made a great deal 
of money in buying arms and ammunition for the Carranza Government, and 
is said to have been responsible for a good deal of it having been run over 
the border into Mexico after the United States embaro was put on regarding 
arms and ammunition going into Mexico. 


In connection with this, I might state that on September 25, 1918, 
and on November 13, 1918, I made reports to the ig at of 
Justice on the smuggling of ammunition from San Antonio and 
other places into Mexico, in which Seguin is mentioned. 

he Cuairman. The reports may be printed in the appendix 
to your testimony. 

Mr. Jones. In our conversation with de Negri at his office on 
the afternoon of October 27, he said that Bonillas had told him 
that using me to make public the information which they had 
regarding the National Association for the Protection of American 
Rights in Mexico, the Fall committee, Capt. Hanson, Buckley, and 
others, and which they later could secure and which I also was to 
secure, it would result in disgracing all of the principal parties 
Implicated, as mentioned, and would likewise create sympathy for 
the Mexican Government and eliminate a great deal of the inter- 
vention propaganda; that it was vitally necessary for the Mexican 
rovernment to immediately employ me and pay me very liberally 
for the work thev wanted done. De Negri said, “ It will be neces- 
sary for you to go to Mexico City to talk to President Carranz; 
and Luis Cabrera personally regarding this matter, and Mr. Seguin 
will accompany you. It will likewise be necessary for you to take 
all of the papers and documents you have regarding the activities 
of the Mexican revolutionists with you so that President Carranza 
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can personally see and examine these.” He then said, “ You should 
leave at once on this trip.” 

Thinking that there is always a chance, that these Mexicans might 
have been wise to my plans to secure all of the information possible 
from them and then use it against them, or might likewise have 
known of my former work for the Department of J ustice, or wanted 
to have me take all of the papers and documents owned by me re- 
arding the activities of their Mexican revolutionary enemies into 
fexico where they would then be confiscated by the Mexican Gov- 
ernment or taken away from me; I, at this suggestion of De Negri's 
in regard to taking the papers to Mexico, told him that I could 
not spare the time to make the trip to Mexico City. He said at 
this time, “ Then, if you are unable to give the time necessary to 
go to Mexico City, I can arrange it in another manner whereby 
Seguin, your brother, and yourself will go to Nuevo Laredo, Mexico, 
and there meet an assistant secretary of the Mexican foreign ofice, 
who, on behalf of President Carranza, will make the necessary 
financial arrangements with you.” De Negri then said that it would 
be necessary to enter into this agreement on Mexican soil. due to 
the fact that his work, Seguin’s, Bonillas’s, and our in combination 
would cause trouble for a great many prominent people, and that 
it would get them, the Mexican officials, in bad if this arrangement 
was entered into in the United States. I then agreed to make the 
trip to Nuevo Laredo, and asked him what he and the ambassador 
had agreed to pay for these papers and documents regarding the 
Mexican revolutionists, also for the work when wanted done to 
ruin, disgrace, and discredit the various Americans that he posi- 
tively said, irrespective of cost, they proposed to put out of busi- 
ness. 

De Negri said that he and the ambassador had agreed to recom- 
mend as a most vital expenditure $40,000, payable when we sur- 
rendered to them the Mexican revolutionary papers and documents: 
and that all of the necessary expenses of conducting the work would 
be paid, and that my brother and myself would each receive a salary 
of $2,000. He became very enthusiastic at this moment and said, 
“Tf you will put the National Association in an embarrassing posl- 
tion, and this can be done by using the information we have already 
secured—and the same applies to the Fall committee, Capt. Hanson, 
Mr. Doheny, and other members of the oil group—then. in that 
event, we would be willing to pay up to $100,000 after these results 
have been secured, and that you will also have many big commercial 
opportunities open up to you in Mexico if you succeed in doing what 
we want done.” 

My brother and myself, continuing our play of course, fully sym- 
athized with De Negri’s remarks and opinions, which resulted in 
oth Seguin and De Negri repeatedly making the strongest and 

most insulting remarks about the honor and integrity, etc., of Senator 
Fall, Capt. Hanson, and other members of the Fall committee, the 
oil group, the National Association for the Protection of American 
Rights in Mexico, etc. The remarks of these Mexicans showed the 
most extreme hatred and contempt for these parties and for the 
United States. De Negri, likewise, when I brought around the 
question of intervention, said, “All right; just wait; some day we 
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will show the United States what we can do, and we will likewise 
teach these Americans who are plotting against us a lesson they 
will never forget.” 

In that connection it might be well to insert in the record that 
Ramon P. de Negri is now said to be acting as commercial agent, 
which is practically the same as consul general, in New York City 
for the present Mexican revolutionists. 

At De Negri’s request we called at his office again on October 28, 
29, 30, and 31, and November 1, 3, and 4+. At each of these times 
De Negri again repeatedly expressed his determination, likewise that 
of Bonillas, and the Government of Mexico, to ruin everybody who 
was opposed to their plans. 

On the morning of October 4 we received from Seguin, the vice 
consul, approximately $350 as payment for the expenses of the trip 
to Laredo. We gave him a receipt for same, and he said that the 
balance, which would make a total of $602.40, the estimated expenses 
of the trip to Laredo and return to New York, would be handed 
by him to me at Laredo, Tex. On Saturday, November 1, Seguin, 
according to his plans at that time, was to accompany us on the 
tip. However,.on Monday, November 3, he said that he would 
have to leave the following day, November 4. My brother and 
myself left New York for Washington on November 3 and arrived 
in Laredo, Tex., on November 7 at 3 p. m. We registered at the 
Hotel Bender. Seguin was to arrive in Pie on Saturday, Novem- 
ber 8. He, however, did not arrive there, so he said, until Sunday 
morning, November 9. He called at our room at the Hotel Bender 
on that morning at 10 a. m. and handed me $250 to $300, which 
was the balance to make up the total of $602.40. | 

We discussed at that time with Seguin the details of the interview 
that we were to have with the representative of the Mexican foreign 
ofice who, so Seguin said, was on his way to Nuevo Laredo. Seguin 
was very enthusiastic as to the meeting with this party and said, “ It 
will be a big thing for De Negri and myself to be known in Mexican 
rovernment circles as the two parties who are going to ruin all of the 
big and well-known enemies of Mexico in the United States.” He 
said, “ Don’t hesitate to promise this Mexican foreign office repre- 
sentative to fully comply with his desires in regard to disgracing 
and ruining Senator Fall and other members of the Fall committee, 
Capt. Hanson, and various members of the oil group, the National 

ssoclation for the Protection of American Rights in Mexico, and 
others.” He then said that one of the biggest and strongest men in 
Washington, who was very close to the Democratic administration— 
Mr. Charles Douglas, their confidential legal adviser—had told 
Bonillas that the State Department was most anxious to discredit 
the activities of the Fall committee. the National Association for the 
Protection of American Rights in Mexico, and others, likewise, that 
Something would drop pretty soon which would cause a sensation and 
Which would involve certain Senators and Congressmen, likewise va- 
nous parties connected with the Department of Justice, ete., who 

ad been cooperating with the enemies of Mexico. 

On my way through Washington on November 4 I called at the 
Department of Justice. and at that time told Capt. Burke, Chief of 
the Bureau: of Investigation, regarding my negotiations with the 
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Mexican Government, and that I was on my way to Laredo, Tex., to 
meet some of their officials. 

Seguin, after spending probably 30 to 40 minutes with us, said as 
he left that he would call at the hotel for me at 10 a. m. Monday, 
which he did; and at this time I was introduced to a Mexican by the 
name of Pena who Seguin said was vice consul at Laredo, Tex. Pena 
and Seguin then left the Hotel Bender, and at 12.30 returned to the 
hotel, where we all had lunch together at which time both Pena and 
Seguin consistenly knocked and knived the United States and many 
Americans. i 

While at lunch Seguin said that he had just had a telegraphic con- 
ference with the Mexican foreign office at Mexico City, and that 
they had told him that the representative, who was to meet us at 
Nuevo Laredo, was unable to leave Mexico City; therefore that it 
would be necessary for Seguin, my brother, and myself to at once 
come to Mexico City to settle the entire matter. I asked him how we 
could get my Mexican revolutionary papers and documents over the 
river, due to the fact that they were packed in a trunk without the 
customs and immigration authorities seeing them. His answer was, 
“ Leave that to Pena and myself; we can smuggle them over without 
any trouble as we have done whisky, cigars, and large quantities of 
other papers and documents.” . 

As Į did not care at this time to go to Mexico City, nor under any 
circumstances would I have taken the Mexican revolutionary papers 
and documents into Mexico, I therefore told these Mexicans that I 
did not see how I could go to Mexico City due to the fact that 1 did 
not have anv passport. Seeuin then said, “ Passport hell: get a 
temporary permit card for one day across the river, and come that 
way.” I told him that there was nothing doing, for when I wanted 
to come back into the United States I might have trouble. He then 
said that the immigration inspector a Laredo had the authority to 
issue an emergency passport, and that he and Pena would go with me 
to the immigration inspector and guarantee that emergency pass- 
ports were necessary for my brother and myself. 

Blocking this new plan of Seguin’s, my brother therefore tele- 
phoned to Mr. Lawrence of the Department of Justice, who I form- 
erly had know. explaining the circumstances of the emergency pass- 
port to him, and requesting him to tell Mr. J. E. Trout, the immigra- 
tion inspector, that when Pena and Seguin, my brother and myself 
called at his office to assure the emergency passports. that Trout was 
to refuse to issue same claiming that he had no authority to issue an 
emergency passport to anv Newspaper man. 

Having this fixed, we finished Tineh, and Pena, Seguin., my 
brother. and myself arrived at the Federal building at about 2 p. m. 
In the corridor of the Federal building we ran into Rob Rumsey. anil 
T introduced Pena and Seguin to him. I then took them inte the 
office of Mr. Miller and Mr. Lawrence, of the Department of Justices, 
and introduced them to these parties: and at 2.20 p. m. in front ot 
the elevator on the third floor. I introduced them to J. E. Trout, the 
United States immigration inspector in charge of the Laredo dis- 
trict. I requested of Trout emergency passports for my brother and 
myself to go to Mexico City. Trout, having been previously advised, 
as mentioned hereinbefore, said he could not issue emergency pas- 
ports to us as were were newspaper men. This was a surprise to 
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Pena and Seguin, both of whom urged Trout to issue passports aned 
that if hé couldn't, to then wire Washington for authority to do so. 
Trout said, “ No need to wire Washington as to what can be done or 
what can not be done.” Seguin said that it was too bad, for he 
wanted to go to Mexico with my brother and myself. 

This ended the temporary passport proposition, and after Seguin, 
Pena, my brother, and myself left the Federal building, Seguin said 
that Trout was a no-good son of a ———. Pena said, “ Never mind: 
Trout will get his some dark night, as will also that dirty bastard of 
a Rumsey, and you just wait and see the same happen to Fall and 
Hanson.” Both Seguin and Pena then launched into a most eom- 
plete castigation of Miller, Lawrence, Rumsey, and Trout, and said 
that they were a buch of gunmen who had killed more innocent Mexi- 
cans than almost anybody else on the border, and that they had Deen 
marked to get bumped off and would in the end get theirs as well as 
Fall, Hanson, and others. The statement of Seauin and Pena re- 
garding Miller, Lawrence, Rumsey, and Trout being gunmen is a 
he. All of these men are of the best in the United States service 
and have rendered service of untold value to the United States. 
Seguin and Pena showed by their conversation and expressions that 
they were thoroughly disgusted with the failure of their efforts to 
get us over the river on our way to Mexico City with the papers anid 
documents. 

Due to the anxiety of De Negri and Seguin in New York, and to 
the actions and conversation of Pena and Seguin at Laredo, as weil 
as by chance remarks dropped by Seguin from time to time, I had 
about become convinced of the fact. that there had been a leak some- 
where, and that these Mexicans were wise to us: and that their plans 
not only included getting the various Mexican papers and documents 
in MY possession away from me if I could come into Mexico, but 
that likewise their plans probably included their either throwing my 
brother and myself into jail after we got into Mexico, or of bumping 
us off. f 

At about 3 p. m. of the same date, I left Seguin and Pena and 
was to see them again the next morning at 9.30 a. m., when Seguin, 
Pena, my brother, and myself were to proceed to Nuevo Laredo 
and there hold a telegraphic conference with the Mexican foreign 
office. 

Seguin, knowing that I was always armed, at this time warned me 
to be sure and not carry my gun into Mexico because it might cause 
trouble with the officials there. This rather looked funny to me at 
that moment. 

After leaving Seguin, I told Lawrence and Miller, of the Depart- 
ment of Justice, also Trout, of the Immigration Service, that I had 
about made up my mind that these Mexicans were getting ready to 
frame me, and that it might result in trouble when I went over the 
river. Before leaving Seguin, he had agreed to call for me at the 
Hotel Bender the next morning in Pena’s Ford automobile; and my 
brother and myself were to then drive to Nuevo Laredo. Seguin at 
this time said, “ Now, pack in a large grip the most important of the 
Original Mexican revolutionary papers and documents, and when 
I call for you I will take the grip: when we reach the bridge I will] 
tell the United States bridge guard and immigration authorities that 
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the grip is my personal property, and as vice consul of Mexico I 
can cross it without having it examined.” I agreed to this, knowing, 
howeyer, that under no circumstances would I have a paper, letter, 
or document on me when I crossed the river. 

At 9.05 a. m. on the morning of November 11, Seguin telephoned 
me that Pena was delayed, and for me to get an automobile and meet 
him at the end of the bridge on the American side of the river. It 
had been previously agreed between my brother and myself that 
it would be best for only one of us to cross the river, for in case of 
a frame-up, one would be left with the papers and documents; and 
if there was anv plan to bump us off or throw us into jail, that it 
would be more desirable for them to only get hold of one. Over my 
brother's protests, due to the fact that he wanted to go, I left the 
Hotel Bender at 9.10 a. m. in a Dodge automobile owned by Meyers, 
and driven by driver No. 1 of the Meyers Transfer Co. I met Seguin 
at the American end of the bridge, and he was very much surprised 
to see only myself in the car, and asked where my brother was. | 
told him that he was over at the hotel waiting for a long-distance 
telephone message. He then asked for the grip full of papers, and 
I told him I had deeided not to bring it with me. | 

We crossed to Nuevo Laredo, and at 9.45 a. m. Seguin and a Mexı- 
can telegraph operator opened a telegraphic conference, so he said. 
with the Mexican foreign office at Mexico City. This conference 
lasted until 11.45 a. m., during which time the driver of my auto- 
mobile and his car were parked a short distance from the entrance 
to the telegraph office. Shortly after the telegraphic conference 
started Pena arrived and remained for about an hour. Seguin 
claimed that his conference was with the secretary of the Mexican 
foreign office. After the telegraphic conference was finished Seguin 
said that the Mexican foreign office was very enthusiastic about the 
entire matter, and had told him to assure us that we were just the 
men they were looking for. and that a most satisfactory arrange- 
ment would be made which would fully come up to or go well beyond 
the offer that de Negri had mentioned in New York City, as far as 
money was concerned. He then said that the Mexican foreign office 
had instructed him to make a full report of the entire matter. secure 
from us several letters of recommendation, etc., regarding ourselves, 
also copies of some of the most important papers and documents 
regarding the Mexican revolutionists. and to hand all of this to one 
of the Mexican foreign office’s official messengers, who was due to 
arrive in Laredo, Tex., on that date, and who would leave the fol- 
lowing day for Mexico City with the letters and Seguin’s report: 
and that if this messenger did not arrive according to his schedule 
Seguin then was to immediately leave the following day, which 
would be November 12, for Mexico City. Seguin then said that the 
Mexican foreign oflice had instructed him to ask my brother and my- 
self to immediately return to New York City and wait there at their 
expense for further instructions, which would arrive in New York at 
about the time we did. Seguin also said that the Mexican foreign 
office’s instructions would consist of giving de Negri complete au- 
thority to make the necessary payments, etc. 

Seguin, while in Laredo, had been stopping at some private house, 
and at 2.45 p. m, November 11, he telephoned me at the Bender 
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Hotel to come to his house. At 3 p. m. I left the Hotel Bender in 
an automobile driven by Meyers, and on the way to the house where 
Seguin was stopping I met him on his way to the Hotel Bender in 
an automobile. Seguin got out of his car and entered ours, and we 
returned to the Hotel Bender. 

Seguin impressed upon us at this time the absolute fact that the 
fate of Mexico in regard to preventing intervention and eliminating 
her enemies in the United States rested to a very great extent on 
the future activities of De Negri, himself, and myself. He then 
told me that he had just received confidential information from 
the embassay at Washington that they had secured certain informa- 
tion and proofs which would utterly ruin Senator Fall, Capt. Han- 
son, and others. I understood from Seguin that this information 
would be used by prominent American friends and supporters of 
Bonillas and of the Mexican Government. He, however. said that 
all of this information had been secured by their secret service 
agents, and likewise furnished to them by Americans who were their 
friends; and that all of same was to be presented to the State De- 
partment and to the Attorney General of the United States by 
prominent and powerful Americans with tremendous political in- 
fluence back of them; and that it would result in the utter disgrace 
of Senator Fall, Capt. Hanson, and others. 

My brother and myself left Laredo, Tex., Wednesday morning, 
November 12, and arrived at San Antonio, Tex., that night. While 
at San Antonio, Tex., I saw Mr. Sullivan and Mr. Breniman, of the 
United States Department of Justice, whom I had known for a long 
while, and told them as frankly as I could, without divulging the 
source of my information, that I had learned that there was a 
thorough well-organized plan on foot to uttterly ruin Senator Fall, 
Capt. Hanson, and others, and that Capt. Hanson should be tipped 
off to this matter. This resulted in Capt. Hanson coming to see me 
at the St. Anthony Hotel in San Antonio, on November 12 at 9 
o'clock, p. m., at which time Sullivan, my brother, and myself were 
present. I, at this time, told Capt. Hanson that I had learned of 
plans which were to be sprung in Washington, which would result 
in efforts to disgrace and ruin him, also Senator Fall, and the Na- 
tonal Association for the Protection of American Rights in Mexico. 
l could not at that time, on account of the danger of leaks thereby 
spoiling my newspaper exposé, and of having the entire matter ex- 
ploded, fully and frankly let Capt. Hanson know of all of the in- 
ormation I had secured, due to the fact that if same had been made 
public or leaks had occurred, it would have utterly broken up my 
plans to carry through to the end my play with the Mexican Gov- 
ernment officials to secure the complete information which I knew 
they had and which sooner or later I felt positive I could secure. 

n this conversation with Capt. Hanson, he on two occasions ex- 
Pressed the wish that I would with him take charge of the investi- 
kation for the Fall committee along the border and at other places 
of various Mexican affairs, and that the salary and expense arrange- 
ment would be perfectly satisfactory to me. I told Capt. Hanson 
that I would be very glad to do so if it were not for the fact that 
such a connection at that time would completely interfere with my 
present plans, 
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My brother and myself left San Antonio on the night of November 
13, via the M., K. & T. and arrived in Washington via Pennsylvania, 
Sunday, November 16 at 2 p.m. On November 17 I left Washington 
at 4 p. m., arriving at the Knickerbocker Hotel, New York City 
9.30 p. m. the same night. On Tuesday, at 11 a. m., November 18, Í 
saw De Negri at the Mexican consulate. He was just getting read 
to go out, and he asked us to return at 4 p. m. of the same day, whic 
we did. We remained in conference with him until 5.20 p. m. He 
had received several telegrams from the Mexican foreign office that 
they were very enthusiastic and anxious to get their proposed agree- 
ment with us started, and that Seguin, who had left Laredo for Eagle 
Pass to see his father on that date, November 18, or the following 
day, November 19, would have another telegraphic conference with 
the Mexican foreign office and receive their Anal istrict ions regard- 
ing the details of the contract with us. He said that the foreign 
office had advised him in code telegram to this effect; also that it 
was not safe to send their telegrams regarding this matter even in 
code, due to the fact that they were afraid the United States Govern- 
ment had possession of their codes or could decode their telegrams. 

De Negri then said that he had talked to the ambassador after we 
had left for Laredo, and that he and Bonillas, irrespective of cost 
or consequences, proposed as a patriotic duty to Mexico to ruin and 
disgrace the Americans—and again he named them—who were en- 
deavoring to force intervention. De Negri at this time said that 
that God damn Fall was more responsible than anybody else, and 
that some way or the other Fall was to be ruined and disgraced. and 
that he and Capt. Hanson would pretty damn soon be fixed where 
even publicity as to their dirty activities against Mexico would not 
even affect them. 

I, of course, fuly agreed with De Negri as to his sentiments against 
Hanson and Fall; and he then literally in his remarks about both 
Hanson and Fall, castigated them. Continuing, De Negri said, 
“Fall and Hanson ought to be shot, and by God, they will be. 
Just wait and see; it will happen very soon.” 

I endeavored to play him along to learn the complete plans to 
assassinate Fall or Hanson, but he changed the conversation. He 
again assured us that if we played straight with his Government and 
carried out their instructions and made public the information he 
claimed to have in his possession regarding the National Association 
the Fall committee, Capt. Hanson, Mr. Buckley, the various mem- 
bers of the Oil Producers’ Association, and others, that we would be 
millionaires. 

He said, “All of this information made public by you two gentle- 
men, as Americans, will have a tremendous effect and will produce 
results far more quickly than if it was made public through the 
Mexican embassy or other Mexican Government officials.” De Negr 
then again flared up and said, “I suppose you have seen what those 
damn dirty newspapers all over the United States have been handing 
me over what they claim is my connection with the I. W. W. an 
the reds.” 

De Negri at that was referring to the statement which had been 
given out by Senator Fall, stating that he, Fall, had possession © 
proof, documentary and otherwise, regarding the connection 0 
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De Negri and Bonillas with the reds. He then said, “ To hell with 
every hewspaper in the United States and their ideas and opinions 
of my Government. or me,” and that the same also pe to the 
opinions or activities of the State Department or the United States 
(Government about him or who he was connected with, ete., and 
that what he said or did was his own personal right which he did 
not propose to have interfered with. Continuing, De Negri said: 

My complete sympathy is far more with the reds and others of their class, 
who have been and were being oppressed by the United States Government 
than he ever could feel toward the people of the United States. 


At this moment he showed us copy of a letter he had sent to the 
New York Herald, which was similar to that sent, so he said, to 
many other newspapers in New York, asking them to publish this 
letter in which he stated that he had never had any connection with 
the I. W. W. and that his entire actions in the United States had 
only been to create a spirit of friendship and coperation between 
Mexico and the United States. Smiling, he said: 

Of course, vou understand this is bunk, for my heart lies with al) of the 


oppressed, and the reds in the United States have never done anything to 
justify the treatment they have received from the United States Government. 


As far as De Negri’s remarks about his heart lying with the 
oppressed, De Negri was with the original Obregonista troops, and in 
their campaign, in the original Carranza revolution, they probably 
did more damage to property and committed more crime against 
women and children than any other bandits ever in Mexico. 

De Negri, continuing, said : | 

Wait and see what happens. T intend to make a fool out of every newspaper 
in the United States who published the articles about me having been connected 
with the reds, and of having participated in their propaganda. The news- 
papers that have printed that article can never prove that such is the case. 


My attorneys and myself have thoroughly discussed these matters and are now 
arranging to sue all of the newspapers in the United States who published 


these articles, 


Senator BranpEGEE. Who was his attorney in New York? 

Mr. Jones. I think I can get you the same, Senator. I can if I 
have in my files, 

Senator BranpecEF. Put the name in later, if you find it. 

Mr. Jones, All right. I asked him how he expected to be able to 
learn which newspapers published the articles, and he said: 

My office here are subscribers to free press clipping bureaus who each day 
send here every clipping regarding any news item published in every daily 
paper and in many other publications throughout the United States; the name 
of the paper and the date of same is attached to each clipping, and in this way 


I will very quickly know what papers published that story about me. 


For the information of the committee, I might say that one day 
while in De Negri’s office there was a large bunch of newspaper clip- 
pings received from the press clipping bureau, which I discovered, 
Which I put in my pocket so I could have documentary evidence of 
the fact that these cli pings had been received. It contained at the 
top the name and address of the clipping bureau which maintained 
the service. In this way I learned for the first time that the Mexi- 
‘an Government is receiving clippings through press clipping 

urenus amounting to hundreds of clippings each day, regarding 
what De Negri termed “ outrageous murders and other crimes on al] 


2956 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


to ruin all of their enemies in the United States. On November 24 
and up to December 4, I saw Seguin personally each day or I was in 
touch with him and de Negri bs telephone, they stating that the 
messenger was expected momentarily, and that it was absolutely of 
vital importance for us to remain in New York and not even to leave 
to go to Atlantic City, due to the fact that the messenger when he 
arrived would have the instructions, and that they wanted us to im- 
mediately start on their plans. On November 22, at Seguin’s office, he 
was extremely bitter in his remarks about the National Association 
and the Fall Committee and said, “ Fall and Hanson are going to get 
theirs very soon.” I fully agreed with him that they ought to “ get 
theirs,” and that such men as Fall and Hanson, working as thev were 
against Mexico, were the worst enemies Mexico ever had. Seguin 
said, “ That’s all right; you will not hear much more of Fall and 
Hanson pretty soon for we have a man who has plenty of guts and 
who at the proper time will put Hanson and Fall out of the way.” 

After this positive threat on the part of Seguin, which had been 
stated on a previous day by de Negri as mentioned hereinbefore to 
cause the assassination of Senator Fall and Capt. Hanson, I waited 
for several days thereafter endeavoring to secure additional informa- 
tion regarding this Po but was unable to do so. I therefore, on No- 
vember 28, 1919, telegraphed Mr. A. C. Sullivan, of the Department 
of Justice in San Antonio, and who I knew to be on very friendly 
terms with Capt. Hanson, that plans were on foot to bump Fall and 
Hanson off and to at once warn them of this matter. 

In turn, my friend Sullivan immediately notified Capt. Hanson, 
and he, on December 1, 1919, in turn notified Senator Fall by tele- 
graph, and that resulted in a copy of the telegram to Senator Fall be- 
ing received by Maj. Pullman, superintendent of police in Washing- 
ton, who, without letting Senator Fall know anything about it, e 
one of his city detectives following the Senator around. I also under 
stand that the superintendent of the Capitol police was notified re- 
garding this proposed Sea to assassinate Senator Fall. I have also 
understood that at the Senator’s hotel two young Mexicans were seen 
shortly after that time endeavoring to enter Senator Fall’s room, and 
at a later date several other Mexicans were seen around his apart- 
ment. 

Senator BranpecEe. Where did you get that information? 

Mr. Jones. I got it from Capt. Hanson. l 

I likewise wrote Sullivan on November 29 or 30, 1919. explaining 
to him the fact that from Mexican Government officials I was secur- 
ing information that they had marked Senator Fall and Capt. Han- 
son for assassination and to pass this on to Capt. Hanson. During 
the early part of December I also wrote Sullivan regarding the fact 
that I was securing full information as to the various plans of Mexı- 
can Government officials and to so advise Hanson. On December 1, 
1919, I telegraphed in part to Capt. Hanson via Western Union 
night lettergram, filed at the Western Union telegraph office at 1450 
Broadway, as follows: 


Gradually securing additional information regarding plans of parties tO 
discredit, as per my San Antonio conversation. Other information furnished 


through Sullivan last week now practically complete. Important entire mat- 
ters kept confidential from every one except the Senator, yourself, Sullivan. 
and Braniman until authorized to make same public. 


CRESSE. 
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I signed that telegram “ Cresse,” which was my old Department 
of Justice name, due to the fact that I'did not want to take any 
chance about leaks, and Sullivan was thoroughly familiar with that 
name, 

Capt. Hanson, answering the telegram mentioned, wired me on 
November 30, 1919, as follows: i 


SAN ANTONIO. TEX. 
C. E. Jones, ` 
Room 137, Hotel Knickerbocker, New York, N. Y. 

Message received Sullivan. Please favor me information fully. Address me 
letter Hamilton Hotel, Laredo, Tex. I will be there all week. See Senator in 
Washington if convenient. I certainly appreciate your assistance. 

W. M. HANSON. 


On December 4, left my hotel in New York early in the morning 
and did not return until around 5 p. m. I, however, telephoned to 
the hotel to learn if there were any telegrams or telephone mes- 
sages in my box; and the operator told me that three telephone 
calls were there waiting for me from Beekman 5565. 

I knew that this was the Mexican consulate’s number, so I went 
by there about 4 p. m. accompanied by my brother; and Seguin 
said that he had been trying to get us nearly all day by telephone. 
He then said: “I am certainly glad you came as promptly as you 
did, for I have to-day received two important telephone calls from 
Mr. Bonillas at the embassy in Washington to immediately have 
you come over there, for he (Bonillas) has received instructions 
through the messenger, who, as I told you, was on his way from 
fexico City, to immediately have you go to work for us (the Mexi- 
can (tovernment).” Seguin, continuing, said, “ You must leave at 
once, for the ambassador wants to see you without delay.” 

I told him that this was impossible, but would probably be able 
to leave New York for Washington the following day. Seguin said, 
“That won’t do, for the ambassador wants to have a very important 
conference with you to-morrow morning not later than 10 o’clock.” 

Thinking that we would be able to secure a great deal of infor- 
mation from Bonillas, therefore, told Seguin that we would go over 
to Washington that night, December 4. He said, “ What will your 
expenses be,” and I told him I did not know. He then said, “ $75 
or $100 should cover it,” and handed me $75 in cash, for which 
gave him a receipt in triplicate. Seguin then said, “ I will imme- 
diately telephone the ambassador that you will be at the embassy 
to-morrow morning (December 5) at 10 o’clock.” I told him ail 
right, and that I would be there at that time. . 

guin was very happy at this moment and said, “The ambassa- 
dor has a great plan which he has figured out with De Negri and 
which will mean a big victory for Mexico, provided you gentlemen 
is be on the level with us and carry out the ambassador’s instruc- 
ions, 

My brother and myself left New York on December 4 at midnight, 
and arrived in Washington on the morning of December 5. I had 

n requested by Seguin to take up with me to the embassy the 
More important papers regarding the activities of their Mexican 
revolutionary enemies. My brother and myself, with a small hand- 
trunk, in which the Mexican revolutionary papers were packed, left 
the Hotel Washington in taxicab No. 225, driven by Chauffeur 
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Ramond F. Milkeman, who said he resided at 1909 New Hampshire 
Avenue NW., and that his chauffeur’s license number was No. 1415. 

We arrived at the Mexican Embassy, No. 1413 I Street NW., at 
10.05 a. m., December 5. Was admitted to the embassy by a negro 
butler to whom I gave my name. and he was evidently expecting me 
for he said, * Yes, Mr. Jones, you are expected, and the ambassador 
will be with you in a few moments.” : 

At about 10.10 a. m., the ambassador entered the red parlor on the 
right-hand side of the entrance door, and seemed to be very glad to 
see me. I had known Bonillas for the last two years and formerly, 
while connected with the Mexican Government as confidential agent 
of the Mexican foreign office, had had quite a number of interviews 
-with him. He immediately got down to business and said that rela- 
tions between the United States and Mexico were most grave, and 
added that he was afraid that the United States would sever rela- 
tions with President Carranza’s government, which would result 
in him being handed his passports very shortly by the United States 
Government: that the present situation bad been caused by the 
agitation of the Fall committee, the propaganda spread by the 
National Association for the Protection of American Rights in 
Mexico, and that all this had been brought to a head by the Senin 
case and other complicated matters. — 

He then said that De Negri and he (Bonillas) after many con- 
ferences had decided that the time had come to put up an active 
fight against the Fall committee, the National Association for the 
Protection of American Rights in Mexico, the State Department, 
and all other enemies of Mexico, or against everyone who favored 
intervention or withdrawal of recognition to Carranza, Bonillas 
qualifying this statement by remarking, “if recognition is withdrawn 
from Carranza it will mean intervention, for it would be impos- 
sible for President Carranza to retain his power if recognition by 
the United States is taken away from him.’ 

As stated, I have known Bonillas for several years, and in all of 
my confidential conversations with him prior to this one he has been 
always a typical, cool, calm, shrewd, calculating diplomat, never per- 
mitting his features to betray his anxiety regarding international or 
any other matters. 

However, at this time he was completely changed. He trembled 
as though he had palsy. His customary poker face was lined deeply, 
and his month twitched. 

Continuing, he said, “the situation is horrible and is the most 
serious and dangerous that Carranza has faced since he was recog- 
nized: and we all have to get together and do something to counteract 
the damnable attempts that are now being made to force interven- 
tion.“ Bonillas then said that he had had quite a number of con- 
versations with De Negri regarding the contract which he, De 
Negri, and the Mexican foreign office wanted us to accept, an 
that he felt absolutely sure of the fact that we could in every way 
secure the results they desired, adding that the financial remunera- 
tion at all times and in every way would be fully up to our expecta- 
tions and thoroughly satisfactory to us. 

By brother and myself, of course, fully agreed with every sug- 
gestion or theory made by Bonillas, and likewise told him that 1t 
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was a damnable shame and outrage that such dirty work was being 
perpetrated on his Government by the people whom he said were 
the instigators of such activities. 

Bonillas said that the subcommittee of the United States Senate, 
the Fall committee, through Senator Fall, had introduced a resolu- 
tion in Congress demanding the withdrawal of recognition by the 
United States from Carranza, and that this resolution had been 
referred to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, who at that 
time had the Fall resolution before them for consideration; and 
that he and their friends of Mexico in Washington and throughout 
the United States were very much afraid that the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, due to the influence of Senator Fall and others, 
would be able to have this reselution adopted, which would recom- 
mend to President Wilson that recognition be withdrawn from 
Carranza. 

Bonillas then said that it was most important that something 
be done to discredit the members of the Fall committee and others 
who were in sympathy with the favorable adoption of the Fall reso- 
lution and that this likewise applied to all others who apparently 
were against President Carranza and his policy and who were instru- 
mental in spreading propaganda throughout the United States 
against them. 

Bonillas continued with the statement that friends of his in Wash- 
peon had seen and talked to various members of the Foreign 
Relations Committee for the purpose of trying to block the proposed 
resolution; the ambassador, pale, and almost in a whisper, went on— 
“if additional influence can only be brought to bear on those close 
to the President of the United States and on other high Government 
oficials, including Senators who are members of the Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee, it may be possible to have the Fall resolution de- 
feated or reported unfavorably by the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, and we are counting on you two gentlemen to handle 
a great part of this work.” He then declared, “ It is most fortunate 
for Mexico that a new clique is very close to President Wilson.” 
I asked him who this clique was, and he replied Bernard B. Baruch 
and Attorney General Mitchell Palmer; and that these two gentle- 
Men were very close to Joseph Tumulty, the President’s secretary. 
ontinuing, the ambassador said that Col. House and Secretary of 

tate Lansing had lost their influence with President Wilson, which 
was a most fortunate thing as far as Mexican affairs were concerned. 

The ambassador then wanted to know if it would be possible of 
me, through prominent politicians and others whom I had given 
ım to understand I had some influence with, and which as a mat- 
ter of fact I did not have, to bring influence to bear on Government 
officials, Congressmen. and Senators. and also state to them that it 
Was an outrage on the part of members of the Fall committee and 
other Americans opposed to Carranza and his policies, to withdraw 
recognition from Carranza or urge intervention. Likewise, he said 
or us to utilize the information which the Mexican Government 

ad in their possession and which was secured by them through 

er secret service agents and from their American friends and 
Which he said, “ You gentlemen can also secure; and to take all of 
information and utilize it against our enemies.” 
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I readily agreed with all of his suggestions in order to glean all 
information possible. At 10.30 a. m. Mr. Charles Douglas arrived 
and was brought into the parlor where we were talking to the am- 
bassador. I had known Mr. Douglas about two and a half vears, hav- 
ing met him through an intimate friend of many years’ standing, 
Adam Leckie. When on my way to Laredo, Tex., as mentioned here- 
inbefore, stopped off in Washington, and at that time called at Judge 
oo office and told him that I would probably go to Mexico 

ity. 

Judge Douglas told me he would be glad f° give me a letter to 
Pablo Gonzales, and then gave me a strong letter of introduction to 
Pablo Gonzales, which I will file with the committee at a later date. 
After Judge Douglas entered the parlor at the embassy he shook 
hands with everybody present and told me that he had recently 
talked with De Negri and Bonillas as to the advisability of using 
us in connection with the work of the Mexican Government, and then 
said that he wanted to prove it possible, through us, the activities of 
the Fall Committee, the National Association for the Protection of 
American Rights in Mexico, and others who were endeavoring to 
discredit Carranza or to force intervention, were simply for their 
own benefit or the benefit of those affiliated with them. | 

Judge Douglas, continuing, said that Bonillas and De Negri had 
only recently told him about us. and that we had in our possession 
a large antiy of papers and documents regarding the activities 
of their Mexican revolutionary enemies. Judge Douglas then said. 
“ Í told Bonillas that it was very important to immediately have you 
come to Washington so that we could all thoroughly discuss these 
matters.” 

Douglas, Bonillas, my brother, and myself then fully discussed 
as to the chances of the Fall resolution being favorably reported by 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, and Douglas and Bonillas 
were positive in their opinion that the resolution would be favorably 
reported. 

At about 11.15 to 11.20 a. m. the butler of the Mexican Embassy 
called Mr. Bonillas out in the hall, and the ambassador then went 
away with the butler and returned in about five minutes to the 
parlor where Judge Douglas, my brother, and myself were sitting: 
and as he came in through the parlor door he had his arm around 
the shoulder of another gentlemen who, he said, as he introduced 
him to us, was Mr. Lincoln Colcord, “one of our greatest and best 
friends in Washington, and a man who has been of a! great deal of 
value and assistance to me.” 

Evidently this was the first time that Douglas had met. Colcord. 
Bonillas then said that Colcord on December 3 and 4, had seen sev- 
eral United States Senators, among whom were Senators Borah. 
Johnson, Knox, all of whom talked to him very friendly. and 
that Senator Borah had told him that his mind was open so far as 
any drastic legislation regarding Mexico was concerned. Colcord 
then said that he had told Senator Borah that he believed that if 
such men as Senator Borah talked to those who could tell him the 
truth about Mexico, that the Senator and others in the Senate woul 
never favorably report the Fall resolution. He then said that Sen- 
ator Borah had told him that he would be very glad to have the 
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opportunity to talk to those who were disinterested regarding Mex- 
ican matters and who had no private axes to grind so far as Mexico 
was concerned. 

Colcord continuing said, “I told him that I would have several 
parties come to Was ee to present to him the truth about Mex- 
10.” Colcord then said, “It is necessary to have de Becker, Mce- 
Donald, and other of our friends immediately come over to Wash- 
ington and privately talk to Senator Borah and other Senators.” 
Other plans were discussed at this time to bring influence to bear 
on various members of the Senate and House through Colcord, 
ae and myself. I told Colcord that such men as de Becker 
and McDonald had been discredited already as propagandists for 
Mexico before the Fall committee, and that such men could hardly 
carry any weight with anybody due to the fact, if I understood the 
matter correctly, that they were known to be very close friends of 
Bonillas and others connected with the Mexican Government. I 
hoped in that way to be able to hear Bonillas, Colcord, and Doug- 
las discuss names of other Americans who as yet had not been 
mentioned. 

Bonillas then said that through certain other powerful friends 
of his he could, through these parties who had great influence, like- 
wise have many other Senators and Congressmen seen who in turn 
would show the members of the Senate and House that adverse 
legislation should not be adopted against Carranza or Mexico. 

Douglas then said to Colcord. “ Do you know Robert Murray of 
the New York World?” Colcord told him that he did not. Doug- 
'as said, “ Well, I have to go now. You come along with me and 
I will see that you meet Murray; and with you and Murray actively 
at work great results can be produced.” 

Before leaving. Colcord said to Bonillas, “ It is most important to 
telephone our good friend Weller to immediately come to Washing- 
ton. for he has the friendship and confidence of many Senators and 
cin probably do more right at the present moment for us in pre- 
venting the Fall resolution from being adopted.” He then em- 
phatically said, “ Telephone him immediately for vou know what to 
aay to him.” Bonillas then said that he would immediately telephone 
to John S. Weller, at 915 Park Building. Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Bonillas, later that afternoon, told us that Weller was general 
counsel for the Penn-Mex Oil or Fuel Co. with offices at Pittsburgh. 
Bonillas also at this time said that Weller was on very close and 
friendly terms with several powerful Senators who were members 
of the Foreign Relations Committee, and that his talking to these 

nators might show thein that ıt was not advisable to report favor- 
ably the Fall resolution. Bonillas at this time also said that it was 
Most important to secure the ear of Senators, Congressmen, and 
others who had the confidence and friendship of Attorney General 

i Mr. Tumulty, and others who were very close to President 

lson, 

The ambassador left the parlor and was gone about five minutes 
ind upon his return said that the call had been put in for Mr. Weller, 
and that he expected to talk to him within a very short time. And 
then said, “I will tell Weller to leave on the first train for Washing- 
ton for it is most important that he be in Washington to-morrow 
morning,” which would be Saturday, December 6. 
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I then asked the ambassador as to who Colcord was, and he 
answered, “ Mr. Colcord has been one of our best and most valuable 
friends, and has produced most excellent results for us.” I under- 
stood from the ambassador at this time that Colcord was one of his 
confidential publicity representatives in Washington. 

Regarding Colcord, I also understood he formerly was connecte!l 
with the Philadelphia Public Ledger. That is what he told me whea 
I asked him what newspaper experience he had. It is also said that 
Colcord was discharged by the Philadelphia Ledger for being a 
radical with extreme ideas. Whether or not he was employed by the 
Ledger I, personally, don’t know. 

Senator Branprcer. When yeu say you understood from the am- 
bassador that Mr. Colcord had been one of his best friends, just what 
do you mean by that? 

Mr. Jones. When I used the words “I understood,” that is just a 
phraseology of mine. The ambassador made the positive statement. 

Senator BranpecEr. That is what I wanted to know. 

Mr. Jones. Colcord will probably be best remembered in Wash- 
ington as the party at whose home or apartment Martens, the radi- 
cal so-called red ambassador, was found, after having been searched 
for in Washington for five or six days by agents of the Department 
of Justice and the Washington police. It has been claimed that all 
during this time this red was hid out in Colcord’s apartment. 

Senator BRANDEGEE. Do you mean Colcord’s apartment in Wash- 
ington? 

Mr. Jonrs. Yes, sir. This so-called red ambassador came over 
here to appear, I think, before a Senate investigating committee, 
and I notice according to the newspapers the authorities were after 
him and he disappeared entirely for about six days and nobody could 
find him. Finally, when the subpcena was served on him by the 
sergeant at arms, it was served in Colcord’s apartment. I remem- 
ber in the newspaper story published in Washington papers at the 
time, he admitted that for the time he had disappeared he had been 
hid in Colcord’s room. 

The CHarrmMan. We will take a recess until half-past 2. , 

(Whereupon, at 1 o’clock p. m., the committee took a recess until 
2.30 p. m.) 


AFTER RECESS. 


(At the expiration of the recess, the committee reconvened, Sena- 
tor Fall presiding.) 
The Cuamman. You may proceed, Mr. Jones. 


STATEMENT OF MR. CHARLES E. JONES—Resumed. 


Mr. Jones. After Colcord and Judge Douglas left, the ambassa- 
dor, my brother and myself discussed with him the advisability of 
having various parties, whom he said were friendly to the Mexican 
Government, appear before the Senate Foreign Relations Commit- 
tee on Saturday, December 6, and on the following Monday, Decem- 
ber 8, Bonillas said that it was vital to endeavor to have this done, 
which he felt sure he could do, and through these friends impress 
on the committee that all agitation in regard to the Jenkins case 
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and allied matters was simply shrewd propaganda on the part of the 
enemies of Mexico to force the withdrawal of recognition from 
Carranza or to cause intervention. ‘The ambassador said, “In addi- 
tion to this plan I have another one which will be of greated value 
than all others, and that will be to have you gentlemen appear before 
the Foreign Relations Committee and endeavor to prove to their 
entire satisfaction that Senator Fall and other members of the com- 
mittee, his investigators, including Capt. Hanson, the National Asso- 
ciation for the Protection of American Rights in Mexico, and its prin- 
cipal backer, Mr. E. Doheny, and other enemies of Mexico, are behind 
the Fall resolution simply for personal reasons. 

For the information of the committee, and due to the fact that it 
should be part of the permanent record of the committee, I closely 
questioned Bonillas as to the documentary proof he claimed to have 
in his possession, which he wanted me to spring before the Foreign 
Relations Committee, and which he positively and repeatedly had 
claimed to be able to turn over to me, in my effort to secure the same 
so that I could make photostatic copies of it for my own files, and 
later for a newspaper story. Bonillas, however, was never at any 
time able to produce any of the various papers, letters, documents, 
ete., that he claimed were in the possession of the Mexican Govern- 
ment. Furthermore, after many days of effort on the part of my 
brother and myself to secure from him and his associates some 
definite proof, in the end they were never able to produce anything, 
which conclusively proves that they had nothing, for if they had had 
even the slightest evidence which would have been detrimental to 
the committee and others mentioned hereinbefore, they certainly 
would have produced the same. 

The butler at this moment came into the parlor and handed the 
ambassador a card; and he then said, “ You will have to pardon me, 
a party that I have an engagement with is now here to see me.” 
pus then asked us to return to the embassy at 2.15 o’clock that 
atternoon. 

I then asked the ambassador if he would have his butler telephone 
or a taxicab. He replied, “ My antomabile is at your disposal.” My 
brother and myself left the embassy at 12.45 p. m. in the ambassador's 
car, and on the way to the hotel the chauffeur told me that the auto- 
mobile, which was a Hudson, was owned by the ambassador and that 
he was chauffeur for the embassy. 

I will file with the committee a statement regarding the loyalty 
of Judge Douglas, similar to my testimony concerning Mr. Leckie. 

: The CHarrman. It may be printed in the appendix to your tes- 
mony. 

Accompanied by my brother. I arrived at the stated time and was 
admitted by the ambassador’s butler, who said the former was in a 
conference and would be with us in a few minutes. He entered the 
parlor at 2.35 p. m. and we renewed our discussion as to the plans 
and ways to “ruin” the parties he desired to discredit and to bring 
influence to bear to defeat the Fall resolution. 

onillag seemed even more nervous and frightened than he had 

n that morning, due to the fact that he had learned that the 

oreign Relations Committee, so he claimed, would “ undoubtedly 
act on the Fall resolution on Monday. December 8.” He added: 


Whatever is to he done has to be done, necessarily. right now. 
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Bonillas reiterated that if it could be shown before the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee that Senator Fall and other members 
of the Fall committee, and Capt. Hanson and those interested in 
supporting the Fall resolution for the benefit of the United States, 
were “all archenemies of Carranza and Mexico,” the Fall instrument 
would be defeated. 

Declaring he had “ proofs ” in his possession, gathered from Mesi- 
can secret-service operatives, Bonillas expressed this desire: 

I want you to gather additional proofs, correct or incorrect, to aid in the 
overthrow of the Fall conmiittee’s plans. 

Saying he could “demonstrate” that he had such “ proofs,” he 
showed me a photographic copy of a letter purported to have been 
written by a Texas newspaper to Gen. Luis Terrazas, demanding 
“more money for revolutionary propaganda.” He added that “ other 
letters” and important proof were forthcoming from Mexico and 
from “ good friends of ours in the United States” that would show 
a propaganda conspiracy against the Carranza régime. He went on: 

With this information and with inside Knowledge that you have, and if you 
can be persuaded to appear before the committee and attack Senator Fall, 


Capt. Hanson, and others, and try to discredit them, it will result in attention 
being withdrawn from the original inquiry. 


He paused and added meaningly: 


And for this you will be paid liberally. 
He declared: 


The attack on Fall and the others will so distract attention that the defeat 
of the resolution is almost certain. 


I then asked him: 

What will it be worth to you to have this work done? 

He replied that he preferred to have me “ put the price for this 
job.” I told him it would cause a sensation, and therefore was 
“worth a great deal of money.” He agreed: 

Yes; it would be worth a great deal. 

Thereupon, I informed him I thought $100,000 “ only a fair price 
to take on a task of this magnitude.” He thought a moment and 
said: 

I will pay you $75,000, payable $50,000 in cash before you appear before 


the Foreign Relations Comittee, and $25,000 after you have done the work 
to my satisfaction. 


He elaborated, saying the work would entail: 


The complete discrediting of the Fall committee's purposes and the check- 
mating of its plans and policies, 


The Ambassador went on: 


The best way to handle the matter will be to have some United States Sen- 
ator, © member of the committee, either invite you or demand that you appear 
before the committee to tell them the real facts. 

He explained that the facts must be those which coincided with 
his viewpoint, regardless of what the truth was, in regard to Mexican 
matters. He said if this was done and it appeared that I was before 
the committee by request that it would strengthen greatly “our pro- 
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sed attack” on what he termed “the enemies of Carranza.” He 
d 
resumed : 


You can arrange to have some member of the Foreign Relations Commit- 
tee cet you before the body, can’t you? 


I told him: 
Surely, I can have this done easily. 
He advised me: 


If you are not able to arrange it, I enn arrange to have you invited through 
a prominent and influential friend of mine here in Washington. 


The ambassador at this time expressed deep hatred for the Na- 
tional Association for Protection of American Rights in Mexico, all 
of its officers. and members, and declared: | 

Just wait! In one way or another, Mexico will make life unbearable for 
all these parties and we will get even with every one of them. 

Press dispatches of March 16, 1920, confirm Bonillas’s above state- 
ment, The Excelsior, a Mexico City newspaper, saying that orders 
had been issued and sent to Mexican consuls in the United States “ to 
refuse to visé passports of all Americans belonging to the Associa- 
tion for the Protection of. American Rights in Mexico” and all those 
who appeared before the Fall committee as witnesses. The associa- 
tion members, according to the Mexican paper, are all “ listed ” by 
the Mexican Government. 

When I agreed to accept the “ job” and in accordance to my pre- 
conceived plan, I endeavored to have Bonillas enter into a written 
contract covering the matter in detail. But the cagey diplomat said: 

I prefer to have a gentleman's agreement between us. You will be perfectly 
“afe in so far as the money is concerned, due to the fact that you will receive 
the 850.000 before vou begin your assault on the Fall committee and on 
others that I am interested in thwarting. 

I emphasized again the fact that this work on my part undoubt- 
edly would prevent intervention or withdrawal of recognition of the 
Carranza rule. Bonillas then painted a vivid financial picture of 
the great commercial opportunities that would be opened to me in 
Mexico by the Carranza administration, if, as he put it: 


i you are able to carry through these ideas and plans that I have out- 
ned. 


He promised that I would be employed immediately as chief of 
the Mexican secret service in the United States at a salary of $5,000 
a month, out of which I was to pay necessary expenses incurred in 
handling the “ work ” and in special assignments to be given me by 
the ambassador in person. : 

Of course, I placed no confidence in these promises. I might ex- 
plain that in my several thousands of reports to the Bureau of In- 
vestigation in the last several years, that in the interest of securing 
acts regarding several revolutions, I have been assured repeatedly 
y the various leaders of the movements and by Mexican officials 
as Well, that when they “ won out ” they would make me a “ banana 

g” “railroad king,” a “ power in the oil world,” and various 
other types of monarch. All these “offers” were invariably con- 
tained in my reports to the Department of Justice and all I ever got 
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out of the offers was information and a sound laugh, together with 
the satisfaction of blocking and interfering with their plots All 
the real money paid me by Mexican sources was either borrowed 
back by the Mexicans and Central Americans or expended on them 
in entertainment. 

When the ambassador became convinced that he had a ripe oppor- 
tunity through me to “do the dirty work” that he longed for, he 
brightened perceptibly and I was enabled to open up several other 
lines of inquiry. Among the most important of these matters was 
my desire to learn of his plan to became president of Mexico and as 
to what I could pump out of him regarding the next Mexican presi- 
dential elections. 

There had been on publicity given in the United States re- 
garding Bonillas’ candidacy for the presidency of Mexico. I asked 
him if it were a fact whether he was or would be a candidate. His 
explanation of this matter and of the Mexican election in general was 
as follows: 


There is a most extreme and bitter personal, military. and political feeling 
between Gen. Pablo Gonzales and Gen. A. Obregon. Unless one or both these par- 
ties can be persuaded to withdraw as a presidential candidate, then, if they both 
go to the election, it will undoubtedly result in Pablo Gonzales being elected. If 
that comes, then T am very much afraid that Gen. Obregon with his friends 
and supporters throughout Mexico will immediately start civil warfare in 
Mexico. 

If this happens, and I feel positive ft will if Obregon is defeated, armed 
intervention by the United States will follow. 


The ambassador qualified this statement in answering my question: 


Why intervention, even if civil war does break out? 

The United States never will stand for another such revolutionary movement 
as that which put Carranza in power. Nor will the European powers stand for 
it. All countries of the world will be in hearty accord with intervention, due 
to the fact that if civil war comes to pass in Mexico, following the election re- 
sults, it will demonstrate to the world that Mexico can not control its own 
affairs, that Mexico can not govern itself successfully. 

I am exlaining this to you on account of the fact that I feel sure that neither 
Pablo Gonzales nor Obregon will withdraw as presidential candidates, unless 
a third candidate will enter the field: a candidate friendly both to Gonzales and 
Obregon. 

Jam an intimate friend of both these parties and enjoy their complete con- 
fidence. If I can show them that if they go to the elections there will result 
bloody civil war and later the armed intervention of the United States, I may 
convince them of a plan. This would include my convincing them that Ít is 
their duty as patriots to prevent this threatening warfare by both agreeing on 
a third candidate. This third candidate should be a civilian. Under such cir- 
cumstances, I am willing to become a candiate for the presidency. 

I expect during February or March to go to Mexico and explain fully these 
matters to Gens. Obregon and Gonzates. with an idea of persuading them fe 
withdraw as candidates, 

Our conversation branched off to a discussion of the Mexican policy 
of the United States Department of State. Bonillas said that in some 
of his interviews with Secretary of State Lansing he had been 
“severely talked to and grossly insulted” by the Secretary. He 
added: 

Tt will be a godsend and a blessing to Mexico when Lansing turns back his 
portfolio and leaves the Wilson Cabinet. 

T asked the ambassador: 


Why, is Lansing going to get out? 


ae = 
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He answered : 


I have received reliable information from influential American friends of mine 
in Washington that the President did not approve of Lansing’s Mexican policy 
anıl of many of his other activities. I hope and feel that Lansing will leave the 
Cabinet soon. 

Apparently, from Bonillas’s statement. he had advance informa- 
tion that Lansing was to go out of the Cabinet: likewise, that the 
President did not approve of the policies of Secretary of State Lan- 


sing. 

Bonillas's remarks almost tempted me to say, and I was re- 
strained from so doing by a desire to complete my “ play,” that the 
freedom and courtesies which Bonillas and all of Mexico’s repre- 
sentatives in the United States always have had were sadly difer. 
ent from the restrictions and ill-treatment and discourtesies ac- 
corded the United States ambassador and our consular representa- 
tives in Mexico. I particularly remembered at the time that when 
President Carranza was inaugurated, and as Ambassador Fletcher 
passed in his motor car through the streets of Mexico City on the 
way to the ceremony, the hisses of the Mexican populace were con- 
tinuous. Hisses and hoots also greeted the American minister as 
he entered the Chamber of Deputies. A few moments later the 

erman ambassador, von Eckhardt, arrived at the chamber and 
the deputies arose en masse and applauded and cheered Carranza’s 
close friend and adviser, the German ambassador. 

I arrived at the Mexican Embassy again on Saturday afternoon, 
December 6, on request of Bonillas. The ambassador immediately 
resumed discussion of various matters touched on in our former 
meetings of that week. He informed me that he had gone over thor- 
oughly with members of his diplomatic staff and other confidential 
frends in Washington his proposed plan to ruin members of the 
Fall committee and discredit others opposed to President Carranza’‘s 
and the latter’s policies. He added that some of these advisers had 
warned him to be “careful about this matter and consider seriously 
every phase of it before proceeding.” He continued: 

This is due to the fact that instead of helping the situation, a hasty move 
may prove reactionary. If it ever hecomes known—this plan of mine—-it will 
aa absolutely, and will ruin every other Mexican participating in these 

He also declared that he had learned it was exceedingly doubtful 
a to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee reporting favorable 
the Fall resolution. His information to this effect, he said, had come 

m confidential sources in Washington, which sources had learned 

turn the state of affairs from various Members of the House and 
the Senate. He explained: 

These advisers and myself feel that the immediate danger is past. Even if 
the committee doex report favorably on the Fall resolution, I learn from excel- 
lent sources that the administration will pay no attention to it. 

He likewise stated that he had decided the most feasible and suc- 
cessful plan would be to have his friends and advisers work along. 
the lines of least resistance. This he explained as follows: 

These friends will have talk after talk with various Senators and Congress- 

and prominent officials in other branches of the Government. In these 


8 they will point out that it would be a most serious mistake to withdraw 
recognition from Carranza or to intervene in Mexico. 
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That was Saturday afternoon, and he at that time asked me to call 
at the embassy on the following day, Sunday, at 2.30 p.m. We ar- 
rived there about 2.30 p. m. Sunday, and Bonillas then led up to a 
new proposition, which he said would be as profitable to me and pro- 
duce as satisfactory results to him as his previous scheme would have 
been. He told me the new plan would stamp out the activities of 
enemies of Mexico and eliminate them forever. When I asked what 
the plan was he said, “ It will not be reactionary. With the informa- 
tion in possession of the Mexican Government and the information 
which you claim you have been able to secure, we can, through friends 
of ours here in Washington, present the entire matter to the Attorney 
General of the United States. He will endeavor to prove to his en- 
tire satisfaction that there has been and is a conspiracy to cause the 
downfall of President Carranza and to force intervention. 

If this can be done and can be worked out successfully, and I feel sure it can 
be, it will enable us to force the United States to act. And when this is done, 
it will ruin and discredit and also interfere with the purposes and plans of the 
Fall committee. It will ruin every other individual who dares to be opposed to 
President Carranze and his policies and foreigners who have investments in 
Mexico, for President Carranza is the best judge of what is good for Mexico. 


The ambassador went on: 


If this work can be done and you are willing to enter into such an arrange- 
ment, your remuneration will be as satisfateory as was my former proposition. 

This work, I was told by the ambassador, in connection with in- 
formation he said he had in his possession, and which he declared he 
could secure through his own spies and their secret service opera- 
tives in the United States and from influential American friends in 
Washington, New York, and elsewhere, would result in proving “to 
the satisfaction of everyone that a conspiracy against Mexico was In 
existence.” He also told me: 

This will end in the impeachment of several Senators and the arrest for con- 
spiracy of many of those involved in propaganda against Mexico, likewise the 
arrest and imprisonment or deportation of Mexico's principal revolutionary ene- 
mies in America, 

In discussing the proposed “scheme,” a price was agreed on— 
$25,000 payable on the signing of the contract and a like amount after 
his “ work ” had been completed by me. In addition to this I was to 
receive a salary of $5,000 per month, which included expenses, for 4 

eriod of not less than four months, at which time, if mutually satis- 
pactry, the agreement was to be renewed. 

As part consideration of this payment by the Mexican Government. 
I was to surrender to them all papers and documents in my posses- 
sion pertaining to the activities of Mexican revolutionists in the 
United States and in Mexico and Central America. Likewise, I was 
to secure and hand over to Ambassador Bonillas information touch- 
ing on the Fall committee, the National Association for the Protec- 
tion of American Rights in Mexico and concerning many other 1m- 
dividuals who, Bonillas said, he “ proposed to ruin absolutely.” 

At this time the Mexican ambassador said that the Mexican Gov- 
ernment had completed arrangements in Mexico for an extensive 


propaganda and publicity campaign throughout the United States 
Bonillas confided in me: 


President Carranza has determined to spend a arge amount of money t 
create sentiment in the United States favorable to Mexico and io the Carranzi 
administration. 
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Tins pre paganda, IE we ave able to eause the disgrace or impeachment oi rev- 
eral Senators and Congressmen, will be aided immensely. Tbe Democratic ad- 
ministration will take hold of it eagerly, and will dwell on the fact that the 
nlerity of the committee concerned in urging withdrawal of support from ` 
Carranza is formed ef Republicans. 

Ata later date, through reliable sources, I learned that during 
January of this year Gonzales Roa, a member of the law firm of 
Gonzales Roa & Carbaljal, with offices at Gante No. 1. Mexico City, 
give a luncheon, at which a widely known newspaperman of the 
ited States was present. 

At that time Gonzales Roa made the statement that he had com- 
pleted arrangements whereby Carranza had appropriated $100,000 
in voll as a preliminary fund for publicity and propaganda in the 
United States. - 

Gonzales Roa and his partner are the legal advisers for many of 
Carranza’s governmental enterprises. Roa, it is said, is personal 
leval counsellor of Carranza. 

At the luncheon, Roa said: 

Me of the reasons why President Carranza is more anxious at this time 
than ever to create sentiment in his favor in the United States is that Carranza 
wd his cluse advisers bave become worried in regard to interventon by the 
United States, 

The position of publicity director was offered the newspaperman, 
who stated that he had refused the same. He told Roa that to con- 
duct such a campaign in the United States and which would produce 
results would cost at least a quarter of a million dollars gold for one 
vear’s efforts. Gonzales Roa then remarked that President Car- 
tanza was willing to appropriate as much money as necessary if he 
could see even the “slightest result.” The newspaperman told me 
that Carranza had placed in charge of the Mexican end of this 
propaganda work Senor Carpio, who was connected formerly with 
similar efforts of Carranza at New York City. 

Roa, so I was informed, is the real fountainhead from Mexico for 
various propaganda and publicity schemes. It is a known fact that 
t publicity director in the United States has been approached with 
the offer to handle this campaign for Carranza and that the Mexican 
Government has conducted negotiations with and has considered 
several newspapermen along these lines. 

About December 10 I was introduced by Bonillas to a Mexican 
by the name of Javier Favela. In several conversations with Favela 
ata later date, I learned from him that he was one of the confidential 
Messengers between the Mexican consulate in New York City, the 
Mexican Embassy in bis core Sean and the Mexican Foreign Office. 
avela was in Washington off and on until about January 15, 1920, 
and for some four or five days each week my brother and myself 
‘tre In personal contact with him. 

tom Iavela’s remarks I learned that he was on the most close 
and intimate terms with Ramon P. de Negri, Mexican consul gen- 
eral in New York City, and that as a blind Favela operated a stamp 
and coin establishment in Room 203, at T9 Nassau Street, New York 
City, Telephone 6068 Courtland, and that he resided at 265 West 

Wenty-second Street, New York City. | 
uring the time we were in contact with Favela, several times we 
“iscussed matters considerably, and whenever he did his extreme 
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hatred for the United States, and for those who had opposed Car- 
ranza and his administration, was more pronounced than otherwise. 
. In several of our conversation, was more pronounced than otherwise. 
he very frankly said, with innumerable vile and curse words, that he 
pena proposed to assassinate the publisher of a prominent New 
‘ork newspaper, as he was more responsible for propaganda and 
publicity against Mexico than anybody else in the United States. 
The publisher of the newspaper mentioned was immediately warned, 
and by request I withhold his name from the committee, but if de- 
sired will give them this party's name in private. 

Favela, during these conversations, likewise said that plans were 
on foot, and had been for quite awhile, to cause the assassination of 
Senator Fall and others, including Capt. Hanson. That was addi- 
tional confirmation, as mentioned hereinbefore. of the statement 
made by Seguin and Ramon P. de Negri, Mexican consul general in 
New York, during November. The threats at that time, November, 
1919, were promptly reported to Senator Fall and Capt. Hanson. 

My negotiations with the Mexican Government continued as long 
as it appeared there was any chance to secure any additional informa- 
tion that would be of interest or value in the exposé of Mexico and 
Mexican affairs, which I had arranged to make in a series of news- 
paper articles. I felt at that time that I had secured practically all 
the information that I could. Therefore, on January 28, 1920, after 
having secured all the information I originally set out to obtain, I 
broke off negotiations with the Mexican Government, and they at 
that time paid me $2,000 in cash. That, together with other pay- 
ments made to me for expenses, made a total of approximately $4.50. 
These payments were to cover, as Bonillas specifically stated, ex- 
penses and for the time I had given the Mexican Government. _ 

During the early part of April, 1920, Gene Fowler of the New 
York American and myself were in a restaurant on Park Row in 
New York City, and Seguin, accompanied by an attaché of the 
Mexican consulate in New York, came in the restaurant. and hap- 

ening to see me he walked over and said, “ Hello, Jones.” Of course, 
opek: to him. Seguin at that time said it had been a fearful mis- 
take on the part of Bonillas and De Negri and himself to have 
trusted me as much as they had, and that he was sorry 
that they had done so. One word and another brought on a rather 
strained situation, and I very frankly told him to beat it, and he did. 


* 

I file with the committee a copy of a check for "$920.60, on the 
Equitable Trust Co. of New York, Colonial Branch, 222 Broadway, 
dated January 13, 1920, signed by De Negri. That check was given 
to me in payment of expenses. I also file with the committee the 
personal card of Favela. 

The check referred to follows: 

The Equitable Trust Co. of New York. 
Payable at Colonia! Branch, 222 Broadway. 

No. 16. 

New York, January 13, 1929. 

Pay to the order of bearer nine hundred and twenty and sixty-hundredths 


dollars ($920.60). 
R. P. DE NEGRI. 
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During February, while I was securing the information from 
Gen. Salvador Alvarado, I suggested to Judge Francis Kearful, the 
attorney for the Fall committee, the advisability of Kearful running 
inon Alvarado some party connected with the committee, and talked 
with him over the telephone regarding this matter, and he answered 
by telegram as follows: “I can not go. See Wallace Thompson, 
Murray Hill.” TI file that with the committee. 

(The original telegram referred to is filed with the committee.) 

To complete the information regarding the negotiations and in- 
formation I had secured from the Mexican Government, here is 
a telegram addressed to Capt. W. M. Hanson, care of Senator A. 
B. Fall, Sheldon Hotel, El Paso, Tex., dated January 28, signed 
“Charles E. Cresse,” which was my old Department of Justice code 
name, which reads as follows: : 
JANUARY 28, 1919. 
Capt. W. M. Hanson, 

Care Senator A. B. Fall, Sheldon Hotel, El Paso, Ter. 

All details regarding information sent forward to you some time ago now 
complete. Have also secured positive proof which completely involves their 
Principal party here with having through lobbyists influenced and also inter- 
fered in matters regarding them before Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 
Also same party here and their principal representative in New York City, 
which completely proves their connection with reds. Many other of their plans 
and efforts, which are far reaching. also secured. Impossible to handle these mat- 
ters, except personally and confidentially, with Senator Fall or yourself, on 
account of leaks or being uncovered. Therefore, important > meet me in Wash- 
ington not later than Monday, February 2, so that investigation on aceount of 
Important matters connected with same, which are now developing, Can be 
completed. This matter, under no circumstances, is to be known to anyone 
except Senator Fall and yourself. Wire answer to Chas. E. Cresse, room 
614, Hote! Washington. 

Cras. E. CRESSE, 

Also, or or about this time, due to the absence of the chairman of 
the committee, Senator A. B. Fall, from Washington, I took the 
matter up with his secretary, Mr. Safford, who suggested immedi- 
ately referring the entire matter to Senator Brandegee, which was 
done. At that time I suggested the advisability of the committee 
securing, by subpæna or long-distance phone. records as per details 

iven them by me which would prove that the Mexican ambassador, 

onillas, telephoned at the times I have stated to Mr. Weller at 
Pittsburgh. 

Here is the letter of introduction from Judge Douglas to Gen. 
Pablo Gonzales, that I introduced into the testimony, but due to 
the fact that something may come up later, it would be a good idea 
for me to keep it in my possession. 

he Cuairman. Just read it into the record now. 
Mr. Jones. The letter which I refer to is written by Mr. Charles 
A. Douglas, and is as follows: 
WASHINGTON, D. C, 
l Norember 4, 1919. 
Gen. PABLO GONZALES. 
Merico City. 

My DEAR GENERAL: This will introduce to you Mr. Charles E. Jones of New 
Orleans, Mr, Jones is a newspaper man of fine standing, both as to ability and 
character, He has some business in Mexico City and wishes to have the pleas- 
ure of knowing vou, and I am therefore very glad to give him this note of in- 
troduction to vou. 

am, sincerely and cordially, yours, 
CHARLES A. DOUGLAS. 
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Now, in connection with that testimony, I will hand the com- 
mittee later a letter addressed to Senator Fall from the managing 
editor of the New. York American, Mr. Rancke, which states and like- 
wise proves that prior to any and all negotiations with the Mexican 
Government, as mentioned in my testimony as shown in detail here 
inbefore, that I set out to secure, if possible, the information which 
I have shown in my testimony, and which all of these negotiations 
with the Mexican ambassador Bonillas and other Mexican officials 
developed. Mr. Rancke was duly informed of such developments, 
as was Giene Fowler of the American, who was cooperating with me 
in regard to that investigation. I have a letter from Mr. Rancke 
to that effect, which I now file with the committee. 

(The letter is as follows:) 

THE NEW YORK AMERICAN, 
Many 12, 1920. 

Dear SENATOR Fatt: The series of articles on Mexico and signed by Mr. C. E. 
Jones, which recently appeared in the New York American was planned as 
long ago as last November. Mr. Jones laid all of his documents before us at 
that time. Also he outlined a series of operations by which we would be able 
to verify certain points not covered by the documents themselves. AN of these 
operations were carried out in detail and with complete success before the 


first of the articles apeared in this newspaper. 
Very truly, yours, 


T. V. RANCKE. 
The Hon. A. B. FALL. 
Foreign Relations Committee United States Senate. 
Washington, D. C. 


Senator BraxnpecEE. Does it appear from this letter you are going 
to put in that you were subpoenaed before this committee at the 
request of Mr. Rancke? 

Ir. Jones. No, sir. 

Senator Branprecre. Did you appear at your own request? 

Mr. Jones. No, sir. I have appeared here at the request of Sen- 
ator Fall. When I originally started on this investigation, as I 
have shown hereinbefore, I saw Capt. Hanson, at that time chief 
investigator. as I understand, of this committee in San Antonio. He 
was very anxious to have me cooperate with the committee and, as 
mentioned hereinbefore. asked me if I would consider handling the 
various border investigations with him for the committee. I told 
him that it was impossible but that at any time I could cooperate 
with the committee I would be very glad to do so, and at the proper 
moment would also appear before the committee with all the evi- 
dence that I might secure. At a later date. under the name of 
“ Cresse” or “Charles E. Cresse” or my own name. “Charles E. 
Jones.” I from time to time kept the committee advised, as undoubt- 
edly the record shows, in person and both by telegrams and let- 
ters. as to certain of the plans and plots and intrigues of those that 
were endeavoring to discredit the committee, or any other facts that 
would be harmful to the interests of the United States. 

The CuHatrman. You were in personal communication with Mr. 
Rancke, of the New York American, and he knew that you were 
going to get in touch with the Mexican Government, through its 
‘ambassador here, and ascertain any facts that vou could that might 
be of interest to the paper. ` 
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Mr. Jones. Yes, sir; even so far as arranging to have Gene 
Fowler (a reporter of the American) run in by me on the Mexican 
ambassador. 

The CyairMan. You had also known Capt. Hanson, and you met 
him in San Antonio and had this conversation with him to which you 
have referred. 

Mr. Joxes. In the early part of November, 1919. 

The CHairnman. Now, during your investigation it was understood 
by Mr. Rancke, but it was not known by any member of the committee 
that you were going to Mr. Bonillas or had any connection with him? 

Mr. Jones. No, sir. 

The CHarrman. But in the course of your communications with 
Mr. Bonillas, which you have detailed, you ascertained certain things 
which you thought of such importance that you notified the commit- 
tee, or some member of it, by telegram, or letter, or both ? 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrman. And you also saw Senator Brandegee at one time, 
in the absence of the chairman of the committee on the border? 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. And various communications passed between you 
and the chairman of the committee, and you were notified the com- 
mittee would be very glad to have you come before it and make your 
statement ? 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrman, And that is how you came to appear before the 
committee ? 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. 

The CHatrmaNn. This letter you propose to file from Mr. Rancke, 
addressed to the chairman of the committee, is simply to substantiate 
the statements which have been made by you in your testimony ? 

Ír. Jones. Yes, sir. Practically all during this investigation, and 
shortly after it started, I was in touch, either directly or indirectly 
with either some member of the committee personally or some attaché 
of the committee. 

he CHarrman. You were not, however, employed in anv way by 
the committee to investigate Mr. Bonillas or make any discoveries 
concerning Mr. Bonillas? 

Mr. Jones. The only proposition I ever received from the commit- 
tee was through Capt. Hanson in San Antonio, who asked me if I 
would consider han ling wtih him the border situation. I, of course, 
told him I could not on account of the fact that I had other things 
on hand, and it would be utterly impossible to do it. 

I might add right here that I have never received a dollar from 
any concern or individual directly or indirectly interested for any 
service that I have ever rendered in completing the investigation and 
the exposé which I have made, although I had quite a number of 
‘Hers from various parties that wanted me to accept such employ- 
ment. I wanted to keep my hands entirely free to do just as I 
Pleased, and for that reason I refused any and all offers of any con- 
nections whatsoever. l 

ie CHAIRMAN. You expect to write a book in connection with 
Mexican affairs, do you not? 
r. JONES. Probably. 
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The CuHairman. In the meantime, you have been engaged in news- 
paper work for the American and possibly other papers? 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. My reason for appearing before the commit- 
tee at the present time is due to the fact that on May 11, 1920, I re- 
ceived a letter from Senator Fall that he would be very glad to have 
me come to Washington and appear before the committee, if it was 
convenient for me to do so at that time. 

I might add something that I have forgotten, that at the time De 
Negri, Seguin, and others I mentioned in my testimony, said that 
Senator Fall and Capt Hanson and others would be assassinated, that 
I was never able to learn who were to do the work. I, however, at 
a later date, understood from Capt. Hanson that Favela followed 
the chairman of the committee, Senator Fall, and Capt. Hanson out 
to San Antonio. Tex.. Hkewise to Los Angeles, Calif., and other 
points, and that Capt. Hanson secured from confidential sources other 
than myself information that it was Favela who was to assassinate 
Senator Fall and himself, Hanson. 

Senator Braxpecrer. Do vou know Favela? 

Mr. Jones. Quite well. 

Senator Branprcrer. Has he the reputation of being a bad man! 

Mr. Jones. Favela is a fanatic, and he is one of the few Mexi- 
cans I have ever known in all my life, which I can probably count 
cn my fingers, who, as we say sometimes, has really got the guts. I 
really believe that Favela has a screw loose, and if I personally saw 
Favela, after my testimony became public, and he started anything 
with me. I wouldn’t hesitate a minute with him, because I consider 
him a bad actor. 

Senator BrANDEGEE. You mean you would try to get the drop on 
him, do vou? 

Mr. Joxes. I always let the other fellow have more than a fair 
chance. but if he started anything with me, I would hang a loaded 
cane around his neck immediately, and if he made a false move. of 
course, it would be him or me, and I guess it would be me producing 
tirst. If. as I said before. it ever comes to a showdown, and Favela 
ever vets a chance, he is the kind of a Mexican. the only one of the 
kind I have ever known, that would just as soon shoot Senator Fall 
or anybody else. and then bump himself right off. He has a nut 
loose. : 

Senator Branprecer. Is it vour idea that he is to receive any com- 
pensation for performing that patriotic service? 

Mr. Jones. No; I don’t think Favela could be bought to do that 
job. I think he is one Mexican. and I said it then and say it now 
and always will believe it, that is thoroughly 100 per cent patriotic. 
He is an absolute nut on the question. as he has shown in quite a 
number of cases time after time. He is a Mexican who said, with a 
string of oaths as long as a block, that as soon as the damned Amer!- 
eans put their foot on Mexico the plan in Mexico was to touch the 
oil fields off, set them on fire. and poison the rivers and creeks ani 
wells and water; and that the Americans might think they coul 
jump on Mexico, but when they did they would remember that for 
the last 10 vears there had been half a million of men under arms, 
revolutionists, bandits, and others in Mexico, and there was not one 
of them, whether Carrancistas or Villistas, that would not, 2s he 
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thought, ally themselves in any group against the Americans, and 
I believe that is absolutely so. 

Senator BranpEGEE. He seems to be a patriotic gentleman, but is 
it vour idea that of his own volition he intended to do these things, 
or do vou think somebody designated him for that purpose? 

Mr. Jones. No, sir; I don’t think Favela ever dreamed that, 
probably due to the fact that long before I ever met him—I will 
qualify that, maybe two months or a month and a half—De Negri, 
due to a speech by Senator Fall, exposing his red connections, as I 
have shown in the testimony, with a like string of oaths. said they 
had the man that was ready to do this job, and he would do it. 
Seguin, also confirmed that statment, saying this fellow had plenty 
of guts. 

Favela’s office, or rather the place he occupied in the consulate - 
in New York City, was in a back room, way back from all the rest 
of the consuls. Nobody would ever see him come in or go out. I 
have been in there a hundred times, and I never saw him there, al- 
though he told me where his room was in the back part. His stamp 
and coin office is a blind. There is no doubt in my mind, after 
Hanson told me what he did, that he is the man that was to do the 
job, although I never could definitely learn who it was. 

Senator BranpEGEE. What was his full name? 

Mr. Jones. Javier Favela. 

Senator BranpEGEE. What consulate do you refer to? 

Mr. Jones. The Mexican consulate, the Mexican consul general, 
on the nineteenth floor of the Tribune Building, New York City. 

Senator BranpEGee. What is his business? ' 

Mr. Jones. He is employed by the Mexican Government as con- 
fidential agent. He admitted he was a spy for Mexico, which, of 
course, meant Germany, all through the Balkans during the Euro- 
pean war, 

Senator BranpEecee. How old is he? 

Mr. Jones. I should imagine that Favela is about 35, about 5 feet 
Tinches high, weighs probably 210 to 225 pounds, rather fat, and 
‘peaks some 8 or 10 different languagegy. He was in love at that 
time with a German girl in New York City, whom he expected to 
marry on or about that time. He is a bad actor. 

Senator Branprcrre. Has he ever had any experience in the Mexi- 
can Army, or has he any military rank? 

fr. Jones. That I don’t know. He was connected with the Car- 
ranza revolution. and must have had. He was on exceedingly close 
terms with De Negri, but it was very little trouble to gain his eam- 
plete confidence. | 

Senator BranDEGEE. Is De Negri in New York now? 

Mr. Jones. He is supposed to be confidential agent there for the 
Obregonistas. De Negri is probably the closest man to Gen. Obregon 
n the Mexican consulate service. I will introduce later a letter from 

eodoro Frezieres, former consul general for Carranza at Los 
Angeles, and later at Eagle Pass, Tex., written to Carranza, which I 

ed off the desk of the Mexican consulate at Eagle Pass, outlining 
lly two years ago the Obregonista movement which later de- 
veloped, in which Frezieres exposed all of De Negri’s plans in con- 
nection with Gen. Obregon. And the odd part of this whole situa- 
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tion, it seems to me, is that at the present time, here is De Negri in 
New York City, here is Alvarado, here is Favela, and everybody else, 
who were mixed up in all this dirty work against the subcommittee 
of the United States Senate and against United States Senators, 
against newspapers and everybody else, and they are now in this 
country representing the present new Mexican Government. What 
can you expect from them? They have not changed. They may 
have put on a different suit of clothes, but down’ underneath there 
is the same skin, the same heart, the same feeling. 

Senator Branpecee. Do the State Department and the Depart- 
ment of Justice know of the facts which you have testified to before 
the committee’ 

Mr. Joxes. When Mr. Bielaski resigned as chief, I was at that 
„time handling cases in connection with a new Honduran revolution- 
ary movement, which resulted in the overthrow of Francisco Ber- 
trand by the revolutionary route. I wanted very much to quit when 
Bielaski got out, but was asked to continue that investigation, which 
I did, until it wound up last August, I think it was. From that 
time on the Bureau of Investigation nor the State Department 
received any information from me. Therefore, necessarily of course, 
they were not at all familiar with any of these matters, as far as I 
know. 

Senator Branprcer. The particular part of it that I referred to, 
I wanted to know whether it had ever been divulged either to the 
Department of Justice or State Department what Bonillas said or 
what De Negri had said about their getting somebody to assassinate 
Senator Fall? 

Mr. Jones. No, sir; I don't recall that there was any notice given 
to either one of them, for the reason that I had already notified them 
that they could no longer expect any reports from me. 

Senator Branprcer. But vou did notify Capt. Hanson, did you 
not ¢ 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. In November, 1919. Five days after De 
Negri made the positive threat that Senator Fall was going to be 
assassinated, and also Capt. Hanson, I almost sweat blood for five 
days trying to worm out of him the name of the man who would 
do the job, when, where, and how, but anybody who knows Mexi- 
cans knows that if you begin to prod them too close and display too 
much anxiety to learn something, you will kill the whole proposition. 
We handled it, I think, as scientifically as it could be, but couldn't 
get it. Then, when I knew I probably would not be able to get the 
name of the party. the only thing left for me to do was to immediately 
notify Capt. Hanson, asking him in turn to notify Senator Fall, and 
the manner of my notification, as I remember, was that Fall and 
Hanson should watch every Mexican, no matter where they were; 
and not let him get close to them, because it might be that Mexican 
who was to do the job. 

Senator Branpecer. How did you notify Hanson? 

Mr. Jones. I notified Hanson by telegram on November 29, 1919, 
through A. C. Sullivan of the Department of Justice at San An- 
tonio. Tex., as I did not know where Capt. Hanson was at that 
time. Hanson then telegraphed Senator Fall on December 1. 1919. 
I happened to know that, due to the fact that I asked Mr. Safford. 
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his secretary. Whether Senator Fall had received Hanson's warning, 
and Mr. Safford told me that he had. I then learned later, from 
other parties who were friends of Senator Fall, that the superin- 
tendent of police here, Maj. Pullman, who recently died. was 
warned, and he in turn warned the superintendent of Capitol police, 
and assigned a city detective to constantly keep watch on Senator Fall. 

Senator BRANDEGEE. When did Bonillas leave here to go to Mexico? 

Mr. Jones. I do not remember the date. I can get it for you. I 
remember that E notified Senator Fall, either through Capt. Hanson 
or Senator Fall directly, that Bonillas would leave Washington on 
such a date to go to New York. which I believe was February 6, 
accompanied by his wife. who would sail on February 6. I believe, 
to visit her daughter in Italy. and Bonillas’s plan, the last time I 
talked with him in Washington, was then to go to Nogales, Ariz., 
where he was to cross the border and see Gen. Obregon. who lived 
a short distance over in Sonora, across from there, in regard to per- 
suading Obregon to pull out of the election. 

Senator Braxpecer. Do you know who is in charge of the Mex- 
lan embassy in Washington now ? 

Mr. Jones. His name is Fernandez. I don’t know him. 

Senator BranpEGEE. Was he here with Bonillas? 

Mr. Jonrs. I don’t think so. I think he came after Bonillas left. 
He had some special work: I don’t know what it is. 

T will file with the committee a carbon oy of my report of July 
6, 1918. to the Departinent of Justice and State Department, under 
my department name of Cresse, in regard to J. S. Hess, of New York, 
alag at the Mexican Embassy, 1413 I Street N W., Washington, 


_ Also my report of Julv 6, 1918, rendered to the Department of 
State and Department of Justice, under name of Cresse, my de- 
epi code name, entitled “Attache of French Embassy in Wash- 
ington.’ 

Another report of July 8, 1918, the same name and heading, re- 
garding various visitors at the Mexican Embassy in Washington. 

A confidential report of July 8, 1918, to the Department of Justice 
and State Department signed Cresse and entitled “ Regarding party 
y name of Heinemann,” who appeared to be a German, calling at 
Mexican Embassy, Washington, D. C.” 
_Also a carbon copy of my report of July 19, 1918, signed by 
Creese, my department code name, entitled “ Interviews with Ignacio 
Bonillas, Mexican Ambassador to the United States, at Washington, 
D. i, and ideas and plans suggested as a result of these interviews, 
which may help to offset Germany’s strength in Mexico.” 

Also carbon co y of report of September 26, 1918, signed by 

resse, entitled “ Break alleged to have occurred between Carranza 
and Gen. Obregon.” 

Also carbon copy of my report of July 19, 1918, signed by Cresse, 
my department code name, entitled “ Plan proposed by me in regard 
to capturing German consuls, and German military spies in Mexican 
inl Texas towns along the border.” 

Also carbon copy of my report of May 13, 1918, entitled “ Ameri- 
can Army officer stationed at El Paso, Tex., visiting the German 
consul three times in one week at Juarez, Mexico.” 
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Also carbon copy of my report to Department of Justice under 
name of Cresse, dated July 1, 1918, entitlel “ Request for informa- 
tion from chief as to name of Germans in Mexico.” 

Also additional reports prepared by me for the Department of 
Justice to be filed for the appendix. 

In one of the files here, known as file 2, is a letter from Japan, 
signed Luis G. Pardo, who was in charge of the Mexican Embassy 
in Japan for President Huerta. 

The CHarrMan. That was in 1913? 


Mr. Jones. It is dated August 27, 1913, and addressed to Gen. 
Felix Diaz in Paris, France. A brief summary of the letter is 
that it fully explains to Gen. Felix Diaz that the Emperor of 
Japan evaded for approximately two months receiving Felix Diaz 
as Huerta’s special ambassador, and when pressed for a definite 
, answer, very frankly came out and said that it was due to the 
fact that the Emperor felt it would not at that time do to receive 
a special ambassador from Mexico on account of the United States 
probably misunderstanding the matter. Pardo tells Felix Diaz 
that the pees of Japan is very enthusiastic regarding an alliance 
between Japan and Mexico, and that if Diaz had arrived in Japan 
and the Emperor had refused to see him, it probably would have 
resulted in a revolution in Japan. 

This file also contains on pages 7 to 9, photographic copies of 
powers of attorney given by Felix Diaz to Pedro del Villar, his 
accredited representative in the United States. 

Page 19 of the same file contains a letter from T. W. Shannon at 
Chicago, dated February 7, 1917, addressed to Gen. Felix Diaz. 
in which Shannon informs Diaz regarding arrangements made to ap- 
point as financial agent in the United States the vice president 
of one of the most prominent banks in Chicago, whose name is men- 
tioned in the letter. 

The file also contains powers of attorney from Felix Diaz to 
Shannon regarding that matter. 

This file contains 127 pages of original and photostatic copies 
of correspondence passing between Gen. Felix Diaz and his various 
agents and associates. l 

Page 91 of the same file contains the Felicista junta agreement In 
New York City, signed by Pedro del Villar, C. L. Ocon, L. R 
Acolea, brother-in-law of Felix Diaz. A. Blanquet, and others. 

In file U. pages 39 to 44. is an extremely long letter written by 
Pedro del Villar to Felix Diaz regarding financial and other ar- 
rangements that Villar and his agents in the United States were 
arranging for the Villista movement. 

In paragraph 2, page 43, of that file, the following appears mM 
the letter: 


The matter of the English. Remembering your idea of the necessity of a 
better understanding with England in the maintenance of pence and a strong 
government in Mexico, I have endeavored to approach the English Interests. 
However, they have really never come out openly, due to the influence of 
Rabasa over them. But anyhow, I obtained, through Col. Robert, one of the 
secret agents of the English Embassy, who was present at our meeting, and we 
came to an understanding with Mr. Alfredo Curphey, and authority was given te 
draw up an agreement. Thad several meetings with him and with Mr. Blis Ash- 
mend Bartlett, a member of the English Army. Gen. Blanquet was also present 
at some of these meetings. The final outcome was that the English Government 
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will hand over to me, through the person or corporation which it deems the 
most fit, the funds necessary to bring about the absolute triumph of your 
movement, and as a first installment they will give £500,000, in the instance that 
the said officer Bartlett will inform his Government that you are standing 
back of my statement of a friendly understanding with the United States and 
our friendship for the Allies, and especially for England. He says that he 
helieves you can count with the forces which I have outlined to him and which 
list I will show you. He trusts that you will listen to bis suggestions, and 
that the government established by you Shall be immediately recognized by all 
of them. The messenger has fullest power of authority, and I feel certain that 
you will come to an understanding, because that is a clear-cut proposition 
that suits you. 


File Q contains 152 pages of original and photostatic copies of 
correspondence between the various Felicista revolutionary leaders 
that participated in the movement, and to and from others affiliated 
directly or indirectly with them. 

The Cuarrman. What is the date? 

Mr. Jones. They range all the way from July, 1916, up to the end 
of 1918, and run somewhat into 1919. Some of the 1919 matter per- 
tains to Gen. Alvarez, who was executed at Vera Cruz. 

Files J and K contain the Felicista codes, photostatic copies of 
the same, totaling 268 pages and over 500 photographs of the code. 

= CuarrMan. Do you mean to say they had that many distinct 
codes ? 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. The Felicista codes, Senator, were arranged 
whereby, for instance, Castellanos, their agent in Havana, would 
have a code between himself and del Villar and Felix Diaz and 
other persons. His code was a separate and distinct one. Each of 
the various Felicistas, either generals or whatever they might be, 
had separate codes. It shows in this way: there is a code headed, 
“Felicista code regarding Cabrera.” 

ere is another code regarding Francisco Cardenas. Here is an- 
other one regarding Frederico Gamboa, and so on down the line. 
The codes are all carefully indexed, so if you want to find the name 
of one of them, for instance, Pedro del Villar, you simply have to 
turn to “P? under which his name is classified. The code name 
for President Wilson, which is found on page 153 of file J of the 
elicista code, is “ Mr. Meddler.” The Felicista code name for for- 
mer Secretary of State William Jennings Bryan, shown on page 153 
of file J, is “Mr. Chump.” The Felicista code name for Carranza, 
shown on page 153 of file J, is “ Mr. Foxy.” The Felicista codes 
are in file J and K. The code name of former Congressman Wil- 
liam S. Bennett, of New York, is also found in a number of places 
In these codes. Bennett while a member of Congress, according to 
the statement of Del Villar and others connected with the Felicista 
movement, was the confidential adviser of del Villar in Washing- 
ton. Bennett’s code name, for instance, in file J, page 153, is shown 
A Mr. Smith.” His code name is also shown on page 167 of that 

e. 

File O contains 136 pages of correspondence of Ygnacio Palaez, 
and pertains to many of the different parties directly and indi- 
rectly interested in what is known as the Palaez revolutionary 
movement. 

The Cuarrman. Who was Ygnacio Palaez? 

. Jones. He was a brother of Manuel. 
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The Cnarmax. Manuel Palaez is the anti-Carranza leader in the 
Tampico oil region, 1s he not ? 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. 

The CuairMan. This correspondence is with his brother? 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. I first met his brother Ygnacio probably 
during the latter part of 1916, when he first arrived in New Orleans, 
and have known him from that time to this. 

File T contains 144 pages and index, containing a large and 
various lot of miscellaneous correspondence pertaining to various 
Mexican Government officials, Mexican revolutionists, Americans, 
and others, shown in the correspondence. In this file is a letter of 
Teodoro Frezieres, former Carranza consul at Los Angeles, later 
consul of Carranza at Eagle Pass, Tex., and now a strong supporter 
of Gen. Obregon. 

File R, containing 125 pages and index, has in it a good deal of 
correspondence of Guillermo Rosas, private secretary of Mrs. Felix 
Diaz, to and from many of those connected with the Felicista move- 
ment. This file also contains letters passing between Rosas and 
others regarding several armed expeditions to be operated out of the 
United States against Yucatan and other Mexican States. The 
letters of Rosas contain many extremely strong and insulting re- 
marks against the President of the United States. Secretary of State 
Lansing, and show an extreme hatred for the United States. 

File A contains 121 pages regarding the affairs of Guatemala. 
pertaining to matters that were of interest and value to the United 
States Government, and likewise many Mexican complications. 

File B contains 115 pages of original and photostatic copies of 
letters and documents regarding Mexican revolutionary activities in 
Guatemala in connection with Estrada Cabrera. former President of 
that country. 

File C contains the same matter as File R. 92 pages. 

File F contains 100 pages and index regarding the revolutionary 
activities of Gen. Maximo B. Rosales, who was associated in con- 
nection with Carranza and other Mexican Government. officials in 
substantiating the evidence, as shown hereinbefore, regarding Mexi- 
can and Central American intrigues. 

File G contains 70 pages pertaining to correspondence of Pedro 
Grave de Peralta, a Central American revolutionist, in connection 
with his intrigue with the Mexican Government. officials in thet 
efforts to control Central America. as shown hereinbefore. 

File H contains 100 pages regarding correspondence between 
Rosales and Peralta, regarding the Central American intrigue in 
connection with Mexican Government officials. 

Files I and D contain 127 pages and index in detail showing many 
of the matters regarding Honduras and Salvador and the efforts of 
Salvador in connection with Honduras and Mexico to set up m 
Central America a centralized government to be dominated and con- 
trolled by the Government of Maxton: 

File S contains 67 pages, original and photostatic copies. of letters 
and documents passing between Emilio Esponda. cousin of Emilio 
Rabasa, Alphonso Noyala, Ygnacio Pesquiria, and others, which 
cover the revolutionary activities and plans of the parties involved. 

File X contains 131 pages regarding the correspondence passing 
between various Mexican revolutionists and others regarding the 
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plans and activities of an unusually large number of Mexicans. This 
file also contains several of the signed agreements regarding various 
armed expeditions to be operated out of the United States. 

File Y pertains to activities of the so-called Villa Mexican revolu- 
tionary party, 84 pages of correspondence, agreements, etc. This file 
likewise contains the code of the Villistas. On page 48 of this file 
isa proclamation from Gen. Villa, in part as follows: 

Of course, you know that President Wilson recognized Carranza against the 
Will of the conscientious and honest Mexicans, who have considered the calling 
of the first chief as a threat, but notwithstanding that injustice I shall not 
make a treaty with the Germans, because it would be unpatriotic to use foreign 
elements against the United States. The moment has arrived when the Presi- 
dent of the American union and the people will be convinced that Carranza is a 
traitor, and that he is ungrateful for all past favors. and that he can not see 
his way clear in international politics. 

The CHarrman. Is that not in the shape of a letter to one of his 
friends, preceding his proclamation, which letter sets forth his princi- 
ples, or some of them, and refers to a meeting which he expects to 
have later with prominent Americans, Senator Fall and others, 
and that he hopes his friend Gen. Scott will also be present ? 

Mr. Jonrs. Yes, sir. That is included in the proclamation. which 
nl the shape of a letter addressed to Luis R. Alvarez, of El Paso, 

eX, 

File Z contains 121 pages pertaining to lists of various parties 
alleged to be affiliated with and in sympathy with various Mexican 
revolutionary activities. That contains what is said to be the most 
complete list of sympathizers and participants in practically all of 
the various Mexican revolutionary factions throughout the United 
States. There are 29 of the files, containing about 4.000 pages. 

The Cuarrman. These files referred to by the witness and identi- 
fied as he has been identifying them, are simply tendered by the 
witness for the use of the subcommittee temporarily for examina- 
tion, and not to be printed in the record unless at some future time 
this is ordered by the committee, and the witness may withdraw the 
fles now or at any other time. [The files are withdrawn by Mr. 
Jones and taken away by him]. 

Is there anything further you have to say, Mr. Jones? 

Mr. Jones. There is the Morazan matter. 

The Cuarrman. I understand you wish to make a statement in 
regard to what is known as the Morazan matter, which is the plan 
for the establishment of a new republic to be composed of Salvador 
and Honduras in Central America ? 

T. Jones. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrman. And which testimony you desire to offer as being 
a history of the proposition in connection with the Mexican plans 
concerning Central America, to which you have been testifying here- 
tofore ? 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. The plan of Carranza was to establish, as 
you have said. the consolidation of Honduras and Salvador into one 
country in Central America, to be known as Morazan. © 

e Cuarrman, Very well. You may proceed with your state- 
ment on the Morazan matter. 

fr. Jones. The utter collapse of two of Carranza’s visions of 

Power, his attempt to create in Central America a neutral league 
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and his efforts to foment revolutions in Central American States 
and then foist on them his own iron rule found the bewhiskered Don 
Quixote of Mexico with yet another scheme, more insidious and more 
fanciful than either of the two plots, up his cunning sleeve. 

The third and most amazing political windmill that this Don 
Quixote sallied’forth to encounter is known as “ the plot of Morazan.” 

How his plots and plans were routed by Americans; how his revo- 
lutionary movements, financed by himself and by German money, 
advanced through Von Eckhardt, the German Ambassador to Mex- 
ico, were forestalled; how his revolutionary protégés in the United 
States—Peralta, Rosales, and others—were caught in their intrigues; 
and how Carranza sought to array a host of Latin-Americans against 
the United States in the marts of trade, on the seas, and even on mili- 
tary fields, I will now show for the first time as far as the public is 
concerned. 

So deep-rooted was his thirst for power that the wily President 
of Mexico and his officers, failing to see the handwriting on the wall 
of his palace of plots in his initial failures, evolved still another ìn- 
trigue that if had not been blocked would have afforded Carranza the 
foothold he coveted and which he hoped would place Guatemala, Nica- 
ragua, Salvador, Costa Rica, and Honduras again under Mexican 
control, as they had been in their union with Mexico in 1821 or 1822. 

What is now Central America was ruled in the middle of the 
eighteenth century by a captain general of Spain. He had under his 
control in 1787 the Provinces of Costa Rica, Honduras, Nicaraugua, 
Salvador, Chiapas, Guatemala, and additional territories which con- 
stituted a total of 13 Provinces. 

From 1818 to 1821 Central America broke away from Spanish rule. 
About this time Iturbide proclaimed the independence of Mexico. 
He had large ideas of all of Central America becoming a part of the 
Mexican domain. Even at that early date Mexican rule was beset 
by stormy seas, for between 1822 to 1825 the Central American fed- 
eration broke away to set up a separate government, having endured 
15 months’ connection with Mexico. Central America was again in 
the position it had occupied at the time of the separation from Spain. 

The first Central American Congress assembled on June 24, 1823, 
under the presidency of Jose Matias M. Delgado. The first consti- 
tutional Congress of the federation was installed on February 6, 
1825. Mariano Galves was chosen president. From then on Central 
America’s bloody revolutionary policy, with almost yearly upheavals, 
held forth. | 

During the early history of Central America there sprang into 

rominence Francisco Morazan. He was born in Honduras in 1799. 
His father was a French creole and his mother a Honduran. Mora- 
zan, according to historians, stands as the best and ablest man ever 
produced by entral America. He is described as a soldier, patriot, 
and statesman. 

Enlisting the psychological suggestion aroused in Latin minds 
by the name and fame of Morazan, Carranza stroked his whiskers— 
one of the few things he possesses that are not false—and called his 
movement “ Morazan.” 

In connection with his strong political ally, Salvador, Carranza 
began his third plot for power in 1917. The dominating idea was 
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to form a new republic in Central America through the consolidation 
of the Governments of Honduras and Salvador and known as Mora- 
zan. Once this was done, the plan was to have Guatemala hemmed 
in on one side by the Mexican State of Chiapas and on the opposite 
confines by the Republic of Morazan. | 

With money provided by Mexico, civil war, accompanied by 
sporadic uprisings in Guatemala, would occur and simultaneously 
armed expeditions would set out from the State of Chiapas and from 
Morazan against Guatemala. Thus, attacked from without and con- 
tending with internal strife, it would have been impossible for Guate- 
mala to stand against Carranza’s plans. 

With Guatemala beaten to her knees, the Carranza dream pro- 
vided that a revolutionary leader, theoretically a patriot and native 
of Guatemala. but in fact a Carranza dupe, would be, under the con- 
solidated force of arms of the entire movement, elected president. 
With this president, a whole Carranza slate would be placed in office 
in every branch of government, including the Guatemalan Congress, 
and apparently in legal balloting. 

Shortly thereafter the Guatemalan Congress would vote to become 
apart of Morazan. This “legal” action would be approved by the 
President of Guatemala. 

In the same way Carranza planned to include Nicaragua and 
Costa Rica, in the order named, in Morazan. Political intrigues 
and armed forces would compel these Central American nations 
to become part and parcel of the new republic. 

Realizing that the United States would be opposed to such a plan 
and that armed American forces might be landed to thwart the 
scheme, Carranza began to extend secretly his propaganda against 
the United States dipping into affairs concerning various Latin- 
American countries. In this manner Carranza believed he could 
bluff the United States into not interfering with what appeared to 
be the unanimous desires of the Central Americans themselves to 
unite in a single Central American Republic. 

The political situation then existing in Honduras and Salvador, 
with each of the Presidents of those nations endeavoring to keep 
control of their respective Governments in their own families, was 
the cue for Carranza to organize speedily and attempt to carry 
through the Morazan plot. 

President Carlos Melendez, of Salvador, who died recently in 
New York City, had been Carranza’s personal friend and supported 
his policies in Central America for some time prior to this plot. 

ls is evidenced by warm speeches of Carranza, in which he ex- 
tolled the virtues of Salvador’s leaders and the constant friendship 
and cooperation existing between Salvador and Mexico. One speech 
before the Mexican Congress, on April 15, 1917, set forth the com- 
mon ideals of the two nations and recounted the fact that Mexico 

ad sent a commission to Salvador to present to that nation several 
panes a wireless outfit, a large quantity of arms, ammunition, 
and war supplies. 

Later Carranza sent to Salvador additional supplies of arms and 
ammunition and also many highly trained Mexican army officers, 
Who immediately took charge of Salvador’s troops at the direction 
of President Melendez. President Melendez, korak that the 
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constitution of Salvador prohibited him from succeeding himself 
as President, and notwithstanding the fact that the laws forbade 
anyone of his blood becoming his successor, and also with the knowl- 
edge that he was to become the first President of Morazan, laid plans 
to elect his brother, Jorge Melendez, President. 

Carranza, as shown in my preceding testimony, with Rosales and 
Peralta and other Central American revyolutionists, had plotted to 
overthrow President Francisco Bertrand, of Honduras, by revo- 
lutionary tactics. Notwithstanding his previous attempt to knife 
Bertrand, and which I have shown to have resulted in a failure, 
Carranza now extended to Bertrand the hand of friendship. Ber- 
trand, sitting on a tottering chair, was ready for any intrigue that 
would tend to keep him in power. So he took the proffered hand, 
bloody and dirty though it was. 

This union of two treacherous and grimy paws resuited in each 
of them agreeing to play the other’s game. Bertrand at this time, 
the latter part of 1918, was contriving to remain in power at all 
hazards in open violation of the constitution of Honduras by en- 
deavoring to elect his brother-in-law, Nazaro Serrano, to succeed 
him as President. 

The constitution of Hondras forbids the election of any relative 
by blood or less than three times removed by marriage of the out- 
going executive. It forbids also the election of a President to suc- 
ceed himself. 

Serrano was the willing tool of Bertrand. He entered enthusiasti- 
cally into Carranza’s plots. This enthusiasm later resulted in Ber- 
trand and Serrano, in connection with Carranza’s plot of Morazan, 
of throwing Honduras into one of of the most gory revolutions in 
Central American annals. | 

Bertrand was the son of a Spaniard. He was born in Juticalpa, 
Honduras. He received a medical education. In 1902 he was ap- 
pointed coroner of his native township. In 1904, President Bonilla 
dissolved the Honduran Congress, sending many members to jail. 
Bertrand was an ardent supporter of these tactics. 

In 1906 Bertrand was made minister from Honduras to attend 
the Central American conference on board the U. S. gunboat Mar- 
blehead. 

Constant revolutionary turmoil was the rule in Central America 
in those days. The United States, endeavoring to adjust matters 
amicably, sent Mr. Dawson, of the State Department, on the gunboat 
Tacoma to effect a friendly alliance between the various Central 
American powers. 

Bertrand, as representative of Honduras, attended this meeting. 
He signed what is known in Central America as “The treaty of 
Tacoma.” Honduras, immediately before this, had experienced one 
of its most virulent revolutions. . 

Following the signing of the treaty, Bertrand manipulated affairs 
whereby he became Provisional President of Honduras. As such 
he served until the middle of 1914, when he resigned and became a 
candidate (in violation of the Honduran Constitution) for the Pres!- 
dency. He was successful in gaining office through a maze of ma- 
nipulations and was inaugurated in 1915. 

Carranza outlined his Morazan plans with meticulous care, send- 
ing Salvador Martinez Alomi to Salvador and Honduras as his 
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special ambassador. Alomi’s instructions charged him to lay the 
groundwork of the Morazan structure. 

Alfredo Quinonesa, a native of Salvador, who was well known as 
one of the most active of Carranza’s confidential agents in Central 
America, and who also was Von Eckhardt’s (German ambassador 
to Mexico) close friend and confidant, was one of Alomi’s principal 
lieutenants. Another was Gustavo Solano. The latter, for many 
years, has been one of C'arranza’s most trustworthy and efficient 
agents in various plots. He also was “close” to the German am- 
bassador in Mexico. Solano is now private secretary to Espinoso 
Mirelles, governor of the Mexican State of Coahuila. and a “ Car- 
ranza man” of prominence. 

Alomi and his associates were received by the Honduran Govern- 
ment with marked honors. <Alomi organized active juntas in 
Honduras and Salvador. These headquarters were established for 
the spreading of propaganda favorable to the merger of Salvador 
mi onduras into the proposed Central American Republic of 
Morazan. 

Among Alomi’s other lieutenants in Honduras and Salvador were 
Gen. Costillo Corzo and Francisco Lagos Chazaro. These men 
hitherto had been opposed to Carranza. They were “ bought ” easily 
by Alomi, who saw that German money received by him from Car- 
ranza, who in turn had obtained the funds from Von Eckhardt, fell 
into the hands of these aides. 

Alomi, Quinonesa, and others associated with this mission, secured 
the enthusiastic support and large fiduciary contributions for their 
plan from some of the most widely known Germans in Honduras. 
Among the subscribers were the German consul general at San Pedro 
Sula, Gustavo Maier; Diederico Dreskel, banker and merchant of 
Amapala and Tegucigalpa; Frank Sierka, merchant and importer of 
Amapala and Chockuke; Max Roheme, M. Vess. and Theodore 
Beneke, of Salvador; and Ernesto Siercke, S. Cornelsen, Wilheim 
Derde, and Alfonso Dreschel. of Tegucigalpa, and many others. 

A season of rapid-fire changes in diplomatic personnel, involving 
officers of Mexico, Salvador, and Honduras to and from the various 
countries mentioned, was launched. The purpose of this was that 
officials of the three Nations desired that so far as possible every 
Iplomatic officer installed should be favorable to the Morazan plot, 
and those opposed to it should be juggled out of their posts. 

Atilio Peccorini was appointed by President Melendez as his rep- 
resentative at Tegucigalpa, the capital of Honduras. Peccorini re- 
cently was secretary of the Salvadorian legation at No. 1722 Massa- 
chusetts Avenue, Washington. At that time it is charged that Pecco- 
nn made monthly trips between Honduras and Salvador in the in- 
terest of the plot of Morazan, endeavoring to speed the proposition. 

ertrand’s minister of war, Jeronimo Reina, was authorized as 
the former’s confidential agent in the plot of Morazan. He was 
Instructed to work out details of the plan with Peccorini. Reina 
always had been regarded as “ pro-Salvador.” He had participated 
n Central American revolutionary movements with Salvadorian 

Pport. 

Bertrand’s brother-in-law, Serrano, who was proposed as Ber- 
trand’s « dummy” successor in the presidency of Hondivas: and 
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who, on assuming office, had agreed to manipulate for Honduras the 
“legal” merger with Morazan, and was to use his presidential pow- 
ers to this end and to act with the Congress that was to be placed 
in the legislative seats of the nation. 

President Melendez, of Salvador, through his brother, Jorge, who 
was “ booked ” as his successor, was to handle affairs in Salvador 
along lines similar to those mapped out for Bertrand’s brother-in- 
law in Honduras. 

Enemies of Serrano claimed that the latter was not a native of 
Honduras, ‘but was born in Salvador. It is known that Serrano 
lived in Salvador for many years, procuring his medical education 
and practicing as a physician in that country, leaving Salvador for 
Honduras in the early part of 1917. 

On the organization of the preliminary plans of Morazan and on 
the eve of their being launched, a secret treaty was entered into 
between President Bertrand, of Honduras, and his proposed suc- 
cessor, Nazario Serrano, and President Melendez, of Salvador and 
his slated successor, Jorge Melendez. This treaty was presented by 
Peccorini, representing Salvador, to Reina, the Honduran repre- 
sentative in this plot. It follows: | 


First. In the current year of 1919, both countries shall be united in a single 
Republic, Melendez being President of the new entity and Bertrand Vice 
President. 

Second. The Honduran President shall resign and turn over the charge of 
the Presidency to the new President. 

Third. San Salvador shall be the the new capital. 

Fourth. The new President shall, at his discretion, organize a cabinet from 
among the elements most agreeable to the new order; besides, the Vice Presi- 
dent shall assume a ministerial portfolio if he so desires. 

Fifth. The adoption of military measures in the premises remains in the 
hands of President Melendez, by ordering the garrisoning, with Salvadorian 
forces, of the western frontier and northern coast of the Republic. 

Sixth. The expenditures for the mobilization shall be made by the Salvador 
treasury. 

Seventh. Into the organized forces may be enrolled Hondurians commanded 
by Salvadorian or Honduran chiefs, graduates of the Salvadorian or Honduran 
Military schools, 

Kighth To annul ipso facto the existing political constitutions of both 
countries. 

Ninth. Whenever deemed most opportune. there shall be called a constituent 
assembly, Which shall frame the constitution of the new Republic. the at 
tendance of deputies being in proportion to the number of inhabitants. 


It was understood by all parties concerned in framing the treaty, 
that if the instrument ever was made public, articles 5, 6, and 7 were 
to remain secret. 

President Bertrand of Honduras, not being satisfied with the pro- 
posed treaty, which had been prepared largely by President Me- 
lendez of Salvador, submitted the following counter proposals: 


First. Honduras and Salvador would constitute the Confederate Republic of 
Morazan with San Salvador as the capital, it being understood that both con- 
stitutes should be annulled, and after the coup d'etat, the President of the 
new nation would summon a constitution, 

Second, Neither Melendez and Bertrand could be Presidents of the new 
entity, except if the constitutent should select one of them, Melendez would 
yet only as provisional President to supervise the elections. 

Third. The Vice President of the Republic of Morazan would choose one of 
the portfolios in the cabinet and he would be substituted only If failing to win 
the constituent’s confidence, 
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Fourth. Local presidential elections due in both countries should be stopped 
on account of the events. 

Fifth, The provisional President should select a half of his cabinet among 
Salvadorian citizens and the other among Hondurans. 

Sixth, The new President should contro) the military service in the northern 
coast Of the Republic. it being agreed that Hondurans and Salvadorians would 
be, without discrimination, selected to lead garrisons and take command of 
ports. In all cases the preference would be given to men in uniform, who had 
finished their careers in Salvadorian military schools. Both countries would 
pay all public-service expenses and that of mobilization, 


President Melendez then personally, together with Bertrand, ar- 
ranged the final details of this treaty, which contained practically 
all of their proposals as outlined in the two documents. Shortly 
after this the United States Department of State received complete 
information of these intrigues. 

The outcome of the plot was forecast if the plan were not inter- 
fered with. This resulted in the postponement of the Morazan plot 
for the time being. 

Many of those implicated in the plot of Morazan were blamed by 
its principals with having “talked too much.” It was accepted in 
higher circles that the United States was “ wise “ and that “ too much 
talk” had occasioned the “ wisdom.” Among those credited with 
speaking too freely of the plot of Morazan was the Minister of War, 
Reina, who died “in a hurry,” despite the herculean efforts of his 
Salvadorian physician. It was charged that he had been poisoned. 

The Honduran minister of foreign affairs, Silverio Lainez, with 
unusual activity and, so it is said, as a precautionary move, tendered 
his resignation. It was said of him that he had been opposed to the 
Morazan scheme: therefore he needed no other spur to quit office 
than the warning of Reina’s death. 

Alverado Guerrero, President Bertrand’s secretary, was imme- 
diately dismissed. 

Col. Augusto Coello, wha led a revolution with Salvadorian troops 

and arms in 1910, was appointed as Bertrand’s private secretary. 
_ Francisco Majia, the Honduran minister of interior, while call- 
ing at President Bertrand’s palace, was taken violently ill. He died 
immediately on his arrival home. Bertrand’s enemies accused him of 
aving handed his minister of interior a “cocktail” on the latter’s 
arrival at the palace. 

Presidential “cocktails” in Central America, as a rule, have a 
dangerous “kick.” Francisco Majia, having learned of the proposed 
Morazan plan, was an active enemy of the movement. 

Dr. Alberto Membrano, vice president of Honduras, and minister 
of Honduras to Washington. through enemies of Bertrand, was 
“wised” to the Morazan plan and immediately protested to Ber- 
trand. This resulted in Membrano becoming persona non grata with 
his executive and Membrano’s friends warned him that his life 
would be in danger thereafter in Honduras. 

At that time it became known that the Mexican ambassador, 

gnacio Bonillas, at Washington, had been the guardian, adviser, and 
close personal friend of the Salvadorian minister to Washington, 
Rafael Zalbivar. Membrano’s friends charged openly that Bonillas 


ai and now, for Carranza, participated actively in the Morazan 
plot. 
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Many of President Bertrand’s officials were also accused of “ leak- 
ing” regarding the Morazan plan. Those who did not die mysteri- 
ously or leave the country were thrown into jail. Among those 
were Eduardo Giullen, Romulo Carvajal, Jose Bonilla, and Nestor 
Mejia. 

he Morazan plan for the moment being blocked, it was neverthe- 
less manipulated under cover. Carranza, through his special repre- 
sentatives, demanded in certain terms that whether or not the plot 
was known to the United States “to go ahead and put it through.” 

After Bertrand had begun punishing those opposed to the Mora- 
zan plot. he appointed a new Honduran minister to Salvador, Miguel 
Angel Fortin. The latter, when presenting his credentials to Presi- 
dent Jorge Melendez, said : 

My Government. which loyally understands the Salvadorian ideals, is hoping 


that in the near future both brotherly countries shall march in a very close anion 
to fulfill their social and historieal destinies. 


President Melendez said in reply: 
The two countries are one and shall be one. 


At that time Andrew Serrano, Bertrand’s brother-in-law and pro- 
posed presidential successor, was a colonel in the Salvadorian Army 
Reserves He ranked as a military adviser to the Salvadorian Army. 
Shortly thereafter he was appointed by Bertrand as minister of war 
in Honduras. Bertrand then appointed Dr. Ricardo Urrutia, who 
had been minister to Salvador, as a special minister and head of a 
Honduran mission, which he sent to Mexico to complete further plans 
regarding the plot of Morazan. 

Dr. Miralda, who had started his political life in Salvador under 
the Regalade régime, was made consul general at New York City. 
Augusto Coello, a strong “ pro-Salvadorian,” was appointed consul 
general for Honduras at San Francisco. Leopoldo Cordova, who 
received his education in Salvador and who lived in that country 
for many years and married a Salvadorian, was appointed consul 
general at New Orleans. 

Cordova, during the latter part of 1919, was murdered in New 
Orleans, and it has been said that his assassination resulted from Cen- 
tral American political intrigues. 

Serrano, the Honduran minister of war, appointed Trejo Cas- 
tillo, a Salvadorian lawyer, as assistant minister of that department. 
The Salvadorian general, Julio Salinas, was appointed commander 
of the Honduras Military Academy at Tegucigalpa. Another Sal- 
‘adorian army officer, Col. Jose Leon Majano, was named chief of 
the Honduran artillery headquarters at Tegucigalpa. 

Many Salvadorian army officers were stationed in and near the 
Honduran Capital. Among them was Gregorio Busteamente. 

The Government of Salvador also changed several of its consulates 
in Honduras and appointed men who could be counted on to coop- 
erate with Serrano. Among these was Dr. Arturo Zelaya, who was 
sent to Amapala. Dr. Carols Tinel was sent to Choluteca. Jose A. 
Membrano was placed at Siguatepeque. Antonio Lardizabel was as- 
signed to Tegucigalpa. 

Dr. Juan Bustillo Rievera, a strong pro-Salvadorian, was ap- 
pointed minister to Mexico City by Bertrand. Dr. Secundino Tur- 
cois. also a firm believer in Salvadorian activities, was named minis- 
ter to the United States by the President of Honduras. 
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Long before this, due to Carranza’s money, arms, ammunition, 
and with Mexican Army officers training the Salvadorian army, that 
country was fully prepared to carry out the Morazan plot. In Hon- 
duras. however, Bertrand and Serrano, to put through their part of 
the Morazan scheme, had a harder row to hoe. It was necessary 
for them, before entering actively into the final stages of the plot, to 
oust from the Honduran army all officers who threatened to be op- 
posed to the plan. As has been shown in the consular and other 
governmental changes, Bertrand had to renovate each and every de- 
prea, making sure that only “ pro-Salvadorians ” or persons of 
Salvadorian nativity were in office. 

All offices of importance in governmental and military circles were 
entrusted to the care of Bertrand’s and Serrano’s relatives, both of 
blood and marital relationship. 

Through persons who were allied with Bertrand and Melendez in 
the Morazan plot, individuals who were among those who had 
“talked too much,” it became known that both Honduras and Sal- 
vador were pledged unmistakably to the plan of Morazan. Bertrand 
openly declared that the supreme will of the people of Honduras 
would determine, on the election of Serrano as president, whether or 
not it was desired that Honduras and Salvador would unite in the 
new Republic. Secretly, however, this man assured Carranza, Melen- 
dez, and others in the “ high circle,” that the two countries would be 
merged, regardless of any sentiment expressed by the people of his 
nation to the contrary. He emphasized that with a “ packed ” con- 
gress as the tools of the plotters the merger would at once be “ legal,” 
speedy, and plausible; that it could not fail. 

At the beginning of the Morazan plot, I had reported the com- 
plete plan to the Department of Justice and to the State Depart- 
ment. Asevents unfolded themselves and the plans of these conspira- 
tors advanced, I also, through a corps of confidential informants, 
who were allied with the various factions in Honduras and Salvador, 
was able to become conversant with all their schemes. I in turn allied 
myself with the political party in Honduras which was opposed to 
Bertrand and Serrano, acting as a secret sympathizer and friend of 
their faction. To cover the entire matter I procured an appointment 
as confidential agent of the Honduran foreign office. I worked my 
Way into the confidence and won thé friendship of Leopoldo Cor- 
dova, consul general for Honduras at New Orleans, and whose father, 
under Bertrand, was treasurer of Honduras. 

I was enabled, as shown in my reports to the Department of Jus- 
tice, to learn in advance of the plans and plots of Bertrand and Ser- 
rano. Cordova one evening, dining with me and becoming partially 
intoxicated, made the positive statement : 

Central America will within the next two years be one big republic again, 
due to the consolidation of each of the Central American countries, As soon 
48 Serrano is elected President of Honduras, the new republic will take root 
and within two mouths thereafter will burst into bloom. Cabrera will be 


forced out of power as President of Guatemala and that nation will then become 
à part of Morazan. 


Cordova, boasting, continued : 


My chief, Bertrand, and Serrano have fooled the United States and have 
hoodwinked Guatemala. They dropped apparently the Morazan plan. 
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I told Cordova that Bertrand and Serrano, with Melendez and 
Salvador, never would be able to “ put over the Morazan plot.” He 
became angry and retorted: 


You know me, Mr. Jones. I am a man of my word. I swear to you by the 
bones of my grandmother, and I will bet you $100 that right after Serrano is 
elected Salvador and Honduras will merge in Morazan. 

I declared that the United States “ would not stand for this propo- 
sition.” His answer was: 


Honduras, Salvador, Costa Rica, and Mexico, with all our other friends 
throughout Pan America, are too strong for the United States. The United 
States will not be able to interfere further in our affairs, It is true we can 
not whip the United States physically, but when we cut off our commerce, 
which will go to England, Germany, and France, instead of the United States, 
watch the Americans howl! 

Cordova then told me that when the new republic of Morazan was 
formed that he was to be its consul general in New York a I 
learned from him then of the perfect understanding between Hon- 
duras, Salvador, and Mexico regarding the Morazan plot, and he 
reiterated his statements in later conversations with me. He added: 

Carranza (with whom Cordova thought me very friendly) evidently doesn't 
understand why the delay had been and is being occasioned in failing to form 
the new republic of Morazan. Carranza is very impatient about the tardiness 
of action. 

Cordova went on to say that much Mexican money had been ad- 
vanced and spent by Carranza to those implicated in the Morazan 
plot. or 

As opposition in Honduras to the plans of Bertrand and Serrano 
developed, there was launched a reign of terror in Honduras. This 
resulted in the mysterious poisoning of many of those opposed to 
Bertrand and Serrano. Others were assassinated, and hundreds of 
Hondurans were cast into filthy and disease-infested prisons and 
penitentiaries. In addition to these, several thousands of prominent 
citizens, professional and business men, were forced to flee the coun- 


Dr. Alberto Membrano, vice president of Honduras and minister 
of the United States, was in Honduras during the reign of terror. He 
fled to save his life. T. Sambola Jones (no relation of mine), United 
States minister to Honduras, had been in that country only six or 
eight months when Bertrand’s iron rule decreed an epidemic of death 
and persecution. Several months after his arrival he had married 
the 18-year-old daughter of Chief Justice Duron of Honduras. His 
father-in-law was opposed to the Morazan plot. The chief justice 
took refuge in the United States legation to escape Bertrand’s perse- 
cution. The United States minister protested vigorously to Presi- 
dent Bertrand regarding the reign of terror waged in open violation 
of Honduran laws and asked him to stop this outrage in the name 
of civilization. The protest served to increase Bertrand’s activities 
along this line. 

On the day following the American minister’s protest, Bertrand 
penned a letter to Leopoldo Cordova, his consul general at New 
Orleans. and his enthusiastic supporter in the United States. In 
this communication, Bertrand recounted the words of Ambassador 
Jones and instructed Cordova to issue newspaper interviews immedi- 
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ately, “boosting ” Serrano and Bertrand and endeavor to discredit 
in these articles the United States minister to Honduras. This was 
to be done by claiming that Jones had married into a Honduran 
family that was active in its opposition to the President of Hon- 
duras. 

I talked Cordova out of this plan. I showed him that it probably 
would have a reactionary effect on Bertrand and Serrano, and also on 
himself. I asked him what Bertrand’s opinions were regarding the 
protest of the American minister. His answer was: 

Bertrand has said: “To hell with the United States!” Bertrand, having 
the friendship, financial and moral support of Salvador, and backed by Car- 
ranza, proposes to elect Serrano and then create the new Republic of Morazan, 
whether the United States approves it or not. 


Later that day Cordova and I dined together and after he was in 
the process of drinking his usual quota of R I wormed out of 
him the fact that there was a secret treaty, offensive and defensive, 
between President Carranza, of Mexico, and Salvador and Bertrand 
and Serrano, of Honduras. He said proudly: 

My chiefs, Serrano and Bertrand, are men of honor. Their word is gold. 
They have promised faithfully President Carranza his complete triumph in 
Central America; first, through the Morazan Republic, and then all the other 
Central American countries will be forced, for their own salvation, to become a 
part of the Morazan Republic. 

In several interviews with Dr. Alberto Membrano, and also in con- 
ferences with Rafael H. Valle, who is now secretary of the Honduran 
border dispute commission at Washington, I learned that Dr. Mem- 
brano, then minister of Honduras at Washington, had attended sev- 
eral meetings of Pan American diplomats at the National Capital. 
The Mexican ambassador, Ygnacio Bonillas, and other diplomats 
Were endeavoring at that time to form Carranza’s Pan American 
league of neutral nations. Bonillas, Valle told me, was a leading 
advocate of the league formulation of these conferences. 

Membrano claims to have been responsible for the defeat of the 
Bonillas proposals to establish such a league. His success in this 
respect, Valle told me, occasioned much disgust on Bonillas’s part. 

Membrano has been the storm center in Honduran politics for 
many years. About 25 years ago he became prominent in political 
affairs of his country. This was made possible by his friendship 
with Gen. Luis Bogran, then President of Honduras. Bogran ap- 
pointed Membrano assistant secretary of public works. 

fembrano was on a special mission to Spain from 1904 to 1907. 
aving returned to Honduras in the latter year, he was then forced 
to flee the country when President Zelaya, of Nicaragua, forced Presi- 
dent Manuel Bonilla from office. Davilla was the successor to the 
presidency and Membrano resided in Mexico City as a political exile 
from 1908 to 1911. 

When Gen. Bonilla regained office, he appointed Membrano as 
minister to Mexico, where Membrano served during the brief regime 
of Madero. Shortly after Madero’s assasination Membrano was ap- 

inted minister to the United States. He acted in this capacity at 

Vashington until the latter part of 1919. 

embrano was elected Vice President of Honduras in 1915, still 
retaining his office of minister. He always claimed friendship 
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for the United States, but his political enemies charge him with bei 
a supporter of American policies only when those policies benefite 
Membrano. f 

Germans have been strong in political and financial power in Hon- 
duras for many years. Particularly was the then German owned 
and controlled banking house of (7. Amsinck & Co. active in Hon- 
duran affairs. This firm had its branches in all principal towns 
of Honduras and an American headquarters at Nos. 2 and 4 Han- 
over Street, New York City. The New York headquarters had 
acted for many years, it is said, on the instructions of Membrano, 
as financial agents in the United States for the Honduran Govern- 
ment. It is a known fact that during the time it so acted the firm 
received the funds and remittances from various Honduran consul- 
ates in the United States. 

In July, 1919, the reign of terror instituted by Bertrand and Ser- 
rano in Honduras and which was caused solely by Carranza’s Mora- 
zan intrigue came to a head. It had resulted in the assassination of 
scores of prominent persons opposed to the ring leaders of the plot; 
the imprisonment of hundreds of others: the exodus of thousands 
more from Honduras to escape the poisoned chalice or the dagger 
thrust in the back. 

One of the principal opponents of the Carranza-Melendez-Ber- 
trand-Serrano plot of Morazan was Gen. Rafael Lopez Gutierrez. 
Gutierrez had been prominent for many years in Honduran political 
and military affairs. With Bertrand’s “ unseen hands” reaching for 
his throat and with a whispering of threats of imprisonment reach- 
ing his ears, Gutierrez escaped from the capital and. together with 
Gen. Francisco Carbone, rallied others who were “in the same boat.” 

Thus was launched a civil-war movement in Honduras which eul- 
minated shortly thereafter in that country being aflame. Bertrand 
and Serrano, backed by Carranza’s money and supplied with large 

uantities of arms and ammunition provided: by Caches through 
Salvador. and with many Mexican Army officers training Salva- 
dorean troops, the latter officers transferring themselves to the Hon- 
duran colors, endeavored to cope with the situation. Bertrand 
and Serrano resisted the movement until the early part of Septem- 
ber, 1919. 

Irrespective of repeated and encouraging messages from Car- 
ranza and his allies in Salvador that he would support them to the 
limit. Bertrand and Serrano, together with their principal friends 
and supporters, began their plans to flee. They knew they had “ had 
enough.” 

Bertrand and Serrano slipped out of their country. escaping from 
Amalpa. the principal port of Honduras on the Pacific. From there 
they went to Panama, and early in October, 1919, reached New 
Orleans. The two defeated plotters were enthusiastic over Car- 
ranza’s way of doing business when they arrived in America. 

They lost little time in launching a plot to begin a counter- 
revolutionary movement against Gen. Rafael Lopez Gutierrez. who 
had become President of Honduras. The Bertrand-Serrano move- 
ment was scheduled to start from Mexico and Salvador. It was to 
be supplied liberally with money, arms, ammunition, and boats. 
Mexican Army officers were to be present in the forces in large 
numbers. 
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Thus was revived Carranza’s ancient plan to attack Guatemala and 
other Central American countries. The Department of Justice had 
blocked all his former attempts, but the archconspirator of Mexico 
was not dissuaded from his system of intrigue and until his death 
several weeks ago was actively engaged in perfecting the plans for 
Bertrand and Serrano’s movement. 

President Estrada Cabrera, of Guatemala, fearful of Carranza’s 
present plan—the attack from Chiapas and Salvador—sent one of 
his officials to the United States, who arrived in New Orleans about 
the same time that Bertrand and Serrano reached that city. Cabre- 
ras representative was instructed by his chief to try to bring influ- 
ences to bear on the United States through the Guatemalan legation 
at Washington to defeat the plans of Carranza. 

This representative told me during September of 1919 that the 
financial backing, war equipment, ete., of the contemplated move- 
ment against Guatemala had been supphed by the Mexican Govern- 
ment and from large German interests in Mexico. The latter, he 
sail, were prominently identified with activities against the United 
States during the World War. 

Gen. Antonio M. Monterrosa, one of the best-known soldiers in 
Central America, and a commanding general in the army of Hon- 
duras, confirmed what the Cabrera representative told me. He said 
on September 8, 1919, that the Government of Mexico from the Mex- 
an States of Chiapas and Tabasco was cooperating fully with the 
revolutionary movement that was being organized then against 
Guatemala. He said it was and is the opening move of Carranza’s 
fourth attempt to dominate Central America by extending his dic- 
tatorship beyond the confines of Salvador, which he dominates as 
thoroughly as if he held office in that country. 

The committee now has in its possession a signed statement secured 
by me from Gen. Monterrose which provides further confirmation of 
the declarations made bv Cabrera’s representative. 

During February and March, 1919, Carranza acted in concert with 
his old-time circle of Central American conspirators to combine 
German money with Mexican hatred of America in a fourth at- 
oe to control Central America. 

My reports to the Department of Justice, from the start of each 
of the three Central American intrigues to their conclusion, covered 
all facts set forth in my testimony before the committee. Rafael H. 
‘alle, secretary of the Honduran Boundary Dispute Commission, 
recently substantiated all my claims regarding the Morazan plot in 
the ph sete of Gene Fowler, a reporter for the New York American. 

Morazan, Carranza’s third dream, failed without occasioning any 
serious backfire that might singe the moth-proof beard of Mexico's 
President. Now comes his fourth attempt, with Carranza sitting 
at the gaming table, eager and ready to deal marked cards to all 
who may play with him. The fourth dream will be followed by a 
fifth and sixth if this Mexican monstrosity is not checked for once 
and all time in his mad gallop for power across the length and 
breadth of Latin- America. 

The CHairman. Is there anything further, Mr. Jones? 

Mr, Jones. That about covers it, with the exception of Cantu. 

he CHainman. What do vou know about Cantu? 
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Mr. Jones. I will have to get that file for you. 

The CHAIRMAN. You mean the governor of Lower California? 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. It has been understood generally by the public 
that he is acting somewhat independently of the Carranza Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir; he always has. 

The CuairMan. I believe we will not go into that at this time. I 
think of nothing further to ask you, Mr. Jones. The committee 
thanks you very much for vour testimony. 


APPENNDIX tO TESTIMONY OF CHARLES E. JONES. 


SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS. 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, 
January 13, 1919. 
To whom it may concern: 


Tt affords me pleasure to state that I have known the bearer, Mr. Charles E. 
Jones for the past year or more. During that period, he has been connected 
with the Department of Justice, and has been of great assistance to other 
agents of the department in this section of the country, and has furnished us 
with very valuable information. 

Mr. Jones is thoroughly posted on Mexican matters, a man of good judgment 
and extraordinarily resourceful, and I recommend him without reservation. 

Very traly, yours, 
H. E. BRENIMAN, 
Division Superintendent. 


GONZALEZ ROA, CARBAJAL & LECKIE, 
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW, 
EDIFICIO DEL BANCO DE LONDRES, 
Mexico, D. F., May 20, 1918. 
Hon. Ignacto BONILLAS, 
Merican Ambassador, Washington, D. C. 


My DEAR Mr. AMBASSADOR: This will introduce you to Mr. Chas. E. Jones, 
of New Orleans, who is a newspaper man of wide repute, and is one of the 
hardest working, most energetic, and resourceful men it has ever been my fortune 
to know. Whatever he undertakes I have the best of reason to believe he will 
carry through on a scale of 100 per cent. He has a matter of business, the 
nature of which I am not familiar with, that he wishes to take up with yeu, 
and I bespeak for him your consideration and if possible your aid in the busi- 
ness he has on hand. 

With much respect and hoping to see you in person some time in July, I am, 

Very cordially, yours, 
ADAM LECKIE 


CONSULADO DE MEXICO, 
New Orleans, La., junio 17 de 1918. 
Sr, Inc. YGNACTO BONILLAS, 
Embajador de Merico, Washington, D. C. 


Muy Estrmapo Y Fixo Amico: El portador de la presente es el Señor Charles 
E. Jones, quien me permito presentar a Ud. 
El Sr. Jones va a esa con el propósito de hablar con Ud., y he de agradecerle 
ge sirva atenderlo. 
De Ud. atento amigo afmo., y S. S., 
R. E. Muzoulz. 
TRANSLATION. 
June 17, 1919. 
My Drar FRIEND: The bearer of this, Mr. C. E. Jones, you will permit me to 
introduce. 
Mr. Jones goes to Washington with a proposition to talk over with you which 
will benefit you to give attention, 
Your firm friend and servant, 
R. E. Muzeut. 


oe Se ee mÁ o o 
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Mr. Jones has a special commission from the Secretary of Relations, which 
he has permitted me to tell you. I believe Mr. Jones is sufficiently informed 
in the matter he is handling and no doubt it is a very good remedy. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, 
IMMIGRATION SERVICE, 
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR IN CHARGE, 
Los Angeles, Calif., October 15, 1918. 
Mr. H. P. L. BECK, 
Inspector in Charge, 
Tia Juana, Calif. 

Dear Beck: This letter will be presented to you by Mr. Charles E. Jones, of 
the Washington office of the Department of Justice. He is engaged on confiden- 
tial investigation in Mexico, and it is desired that you issue him a permit card 
and waive the attachment of photograph. In the event that Mr. Jones desires 
to have any other persons accompany him please issue cards for the necessary 
perinits to depart. 

You should extend all possible courtesies to Mr. Jones and treat the matter 
strictly confidential. 

JOSEPH A. Conary, 
Acting Inapector in Charge. 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, 
Washington, September 17, 1918. 
C. L. Keep, Esq., 
Federal Building, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Dear Siz: This note will introduce to you Mr. Charles E. Jones, who is in 
Los Angeles and vicinity on a confidential investigation regarding Mexican 
revolutionary matters. Please render him all proper assistance. 

Very truly, yours, , 
A. B. BIELASKI, Chief. 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, 
San Antonio, Ter.. October 3, 1918. 
H. B. Mock, Esq., , 
Department of Justice, Tucson, Ariz. 

Dear Sin: This will introduce to you Mr. Charles E. Jones. who operates 
With this department in connection with the New Orleans, La., office. 

Mr, Jones is making a special trip along the Mexican and Arizona borders 
on department business, during the course of whieh he may have occasion to 
stop over in your city. 

You will find Mr. Jones very thorough in his work. particularly conversant 
With the lines upon which he specializes and, withal, a courteous and likeable 
kentleman. Any assistance you may be disposed to afford him, in connection 
With the aims of this service, will be appreciated by me. 

Yours, very truly, 
C. E. BRENIMAN, 
Division Superintendent. 


SERVICIO CONSULAR MEXICANO, 
CONSULADO GENERAL EN Er Paso, TEx., P. O. Box 528. 
El Paso, Ter.. Agosto 6, de 1918, 
Mr. Cuas. E. JONES, 
New Orleans, La. 

Dear Mr. Jones: I am in receipt of your esteemed favor of the 27th of 
July last, contents of which I have noted. 

Your suggestion is, as you say, important, and I am transcribing your letter 
to the department of foreign relations so they can give the Mexican consuls the 
hecessary instructions. 


Yours, very truly, ANDRES G. G 
h . GARCIA. 
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SERVICIO CONSULAR MEXICANO, 
CONSULADO GENERAL EN EL Paso, Tex., P. O. Box 528. 
El Paso, Ter., August 6, 1918. 
Re Leaks. 


Mr. Cuas. E. JONFs, 
New Orleans, La. 

Dear Mr. Jones: I beg to refer to your favor of the 31st of July last and to 
state that I have taken notice of its contents and that your reports in the future 
will be signed Pedro Diaz and Godchauxis number 10. 

With best personal regard, I remain, 

Yours, very truly, 
ANDRES G. GARCIA, 
Mexican Consul General, 


SERVICIO CONSULAR MEXICANO, 
CONSULADO GENERAL EN EL Paso, Tex., P. O. Box 528. 
El Paso, Tex., Agosto 5, de 1918. 
Sr. CORONEL T1IRzO GONZALEZ, 
Jefe de las Armas, Matamoros, Tamps.. Mer. 


Mvy Estimapo Y Fino AM1GO: El portador de esta es el Senor Chas, E. Jones 
que está comisionado por la Secretarfa de Relaciones Exteriores de nuestro 
Gobierno para vigilar y procurar contrarrestar los trabajos que los enemigos 
del mismo Gobierno desarrollar conspirando en este pafs. 

Por lo anteriormente expuesto me permito suplicar a usted se sirva prestar 
su valiosa ayuda al citado Senor Jones para el major éxito en Ja comisión que 
se le ha conferida, y, no dudardo que se servirá atender mi recomendación, 
aprovecho esta oportunidad para repetirme con todo gusto su muy afect{simo 
amigo y atto, S. S. 

ANDRES G, GARCIA. 

(Translation.]) 


EL Paso, TEX., August 5, 1918. 
Sr. CORONEL T1IRZO GONZALES, 
Chief of Arms, Matamoros. Tamps., Mer. 

My Dear FRIEND: The bearer, Mr. C. E. Jones, has been commissioned by 
the secretary of foreign relations of our Government to watch and counteract 
the work of the enemies of the same Government who are plotting in this 
country. 

On account of the foregoing permit me to ask you to lend your valuable help 
to the aforementioned Mr. Jones in the completion of the task assigned him, 
and not doubting that you will give attention to my request I take the oppor- 
tunity to repeat to you with much pleasure my sincere regards. 

Your servant, 
ANDRES G. GARCIA. 


{Telegram.] | 
OCTOBER 1, 1919. 
Sefior PESGURIA, 
Consul General of Merico, New Orleans, La.: 

Please telegraph me at once, my expense, care Washington Hotel here, tele 
grams of introduction te Consul General Denegerie at New York; also similar 
telegram of introduction to head of finuncial agency, New York. Greatly appre- 
ciate receiving these immediately. 

Cnas, E. JONES. 


THE FOLLOWING ARE A FEW REPORTS FROM SEVERAL THOUSANDS IN MY FILES THAT 
MAY BE OF INTERESY. 


The se reports are signed Cresse, which was code name of Chas. E. Jones at 
the Department of Justice. 


Confidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice re letter written by 
Mexican Consul Teodora Frezieres at Eagle Pass, Tex., to President V. 
Carranza, of Mexico: 

New ORLEANS, La., May 18, 1918. 
On May 3. while at the office of Teodora Frezieres, Mexican consul general 
at Eagle Pass, Tex., we were talking about Gov. Cantu, of Lower California. 


| 
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Frezieres said he had enough information regarding Cantu to have President 
Carranza hang him, and had written Carranza a long letter about Cantu, but 
was afraid Carranza’s private secretary, who was a friend of Cantu’s, had held 
his letter up and that Carranza, therefore, he felt sure, had not received same. 

Frezieres then showed me carbon copy of the letter, and I told him, why, I 
can arrange it so that letter could be personally handed to Carranza by a 
good friend of mine in Mexico City, namely, Mr. Adum Leckie, who was on 
very friendly terms with Carranza. I then said, “Sure I can do that for 
you,” and put the consul’s carbon copy of that letter in my pocket. At that 
moment he had a long-distance telephone call to attend to, and apparently for- 
got all about the letter. I then left, and before I returned to the consulate 
made a copy of the letter. When I returned to the consulate, Frezieres began 
to yell for his letter and I told him I had put it in my pocket by accident and 
then handed it back to him. He said nothing more about sending copy of it 
by me through Leckie to Carranza. 

(mn May 4, when I returned to San Antonio, handed the copy of this letter, 
Which was in Spanish, to Ed. T. Needham, of your San Antonio oftice, to have 
English translation made of same. Needham, I understand, on May 6, made 
report on this letter, and sent copies of same to Maj. Barnes, your Eagle Pass 
ofice, San Antonio office, and yourself. 

The letter is as follows: 

Los ANGELES, CALIF., April 25, 1918. 
Mr. PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC, 
Hon. VENUSTIANO CARRANZA, 
Mexico. D. F. 

Mk. PRESIDENT: I am just in receipt of instructions to return to my consulate 
at Engle Pass, Tex. My separation from the consulate at Los Angeles, which 
I represented for a period of 40 days, became imperative when all the reaction- 
ary element, under the leedership of Col. Esteban Cantu, formed a combination 
to avoid my taking notice of the grave situation created by the following: 

The group of deathly enemies of the Government which is organized by ex- 
Federals, namely, Attorney Jorge Vera Estonal, Orci, Generals Luis E. Torres, 
Refugio Velasco, Hernandez. The group organized by Zapatistas whose ofticial 
agency will be managed in this city by Dr. Atl, Attorney Octavio Paz. and Attor- 
ney Jacinto Barrera, actually Government secretary from the northern dis- 
triet. I wish to note that Mr. Barrera, who is a colleague of the aforesaid 
gentlemen, and Octavio Paz were at the head of the government of the northern 
distriet of Lower California in 1911, and they now wield a large amount of in- 
HD a the men of the lower category who number about 30,000 and reside 
n this elty, 

There is another group organized by the son-in-law of Gen. Otis. now pro- 
prietor and director of the Times, whose legal adviser is Jorge Vera Estonal, 
It may be added that in this connection Otis is associated with D’Oheney, owner 
of the petroleum wells in the region where Pelaez, the rebel, is operating. And 
It appears that Pelaez is supported by D’Oheney himself through the instru- 
mentality of Gen. Garcia Naranjo. Garcia Naranjo was recently in this city 
to hold a conference with D'Oheney and Vera Estanol, the former having left 
on afterwards for Washington. 

There is another group organized by Col. Esteben Cantu. Cantu is one of the 
directors of these groups, and he is said to have the support of Mr. Jacinto Bar- 
Tera. secretary of the government. It is also said that they maintain steadfast 
relations since they served under Gen. Gordillo Escudero in the administration 
of the northern district of Lower California. 

he aforementioned Barrera came here with the group of which Cantu is 
the head, a group composed of “ Huertista ” generals, “ Villistas.” “ Felicistas,” 
and of other men who do not profess friendship to the Government generally, 
Also it is composed of consuls who maintain amicable relations with Cantu. 
AS a matter of fact the consuls unconditionally are under Cantu’s subjection. 

It may not be out of place to add further that the consul who is supposed 
to be actually on duty at San Diego spends the greater portion of his time in 
fexicali, Lower California, which is 200 miles apart from his post. When I 
assumed charge of the consulate ut Los Angeles I found that the consul who 
Was stationed here. J. M. Carpio, was in Mexicali. These details indicate that 

è hucleus of our political difficulties is to be found also among this element, 

WTeover, it is clear that to give way to the policies of our enemies is the same 
aS Capitulating; to shut our eye and turn our ear from that which is going on 
S the same as allowing ourselves to be overrun by fatality. 
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Now, it would occur, if I should surrender this place, that the enemies of our 
Government will proceed with their machinations fearless that these would 
come to your notice. I must say plainly that Col. Esteban Cantu is at the head 
of one of these groups. He carries on continuous correspondence with our 
eneinies in New York, who represent Felix Diaz. He also steadily corresponds 
with Zapata, Villa, and especially with Pelaez, which may be gathered by noting 
that the element which represents these factions maintains with him close rela- 
tions. 

If the reaction is carried on with success, {ts nucleus will be in Lower Cali- 
fornia, toward the northern district. The very men sent here to represent the 
Government, with but rare exceptions, become “ Obregonistas,” or reactionary, 
or else they are ardent followers of Cantu. So it appears that the Federal 
Government loses $2,000,000 annually which it could raise by means of taxation 
and revenues in the northern district of Lower California and in Sonora. In 
other words, if the Government saw fit te organize economically these political 
divisions, and at the same time set upon them such standard of organization 
as would justify the revolution, these revenues would then be possible. There- 
fore, by eliminating Cantu we shall have eliminated one-half of the revolu- 
tionary propaganda against our Government, as Cantu, to be sure, is especially 
dangerous because he is far out of the reach of the action of our Government, 
und in addition he commands such funds and resources as are necessary to win 
the good will of his followers, He is especially dangerous because he has 
always been insubordinate to the Government with impunity and because he is 
protected by the shield of legality (7?) 

To justify his disloyalty to the Government. he styles himself “ Obregonista.” 

The following are “ Obregonistas " : Gen, Manuel Perez Trevino; Col. Zer- 
tuche, the secretary of the Government; Attorney Jacinto Barrera; Ex-consul 
Jose Maria Carpio, now in Mexicali; Consul General Ramon P, de Negrie, of 
San Francisco; Vice Consul Seguin, who will assume charge of this consulate; 
Samuel Vasquez, Mexican consul in San Diego; and the ex-chief of the Mexi- 
can secret service, J. M. Arriola, who has recently left for Mexico, accompa- 
nied by Jose Cantu. 

I have observed that those who came to represent this consulate are per- 
sons who look indifferently updn the interests of the revolution and who are 
moved by selfish interest. Another thing, they sesm to lack social and politi- 
cal qualifications. The Government needs its eves, its brain, its heart right 
in this place. This mass of people who embrace such dissimilar views Is su~- 
ceptible of a proper discipline under the leadership of men who:e attitude and 
capabilities are beyond question. I mean men such as Attorney Vera Estonal, 
who is directing the offairs of Cantu in conjunction with other rebels. (Lifer: 
ally this passage is contradictory.) 

The reactionary element carries on its propaganda by means of the Times. 
the Examiner, the Tribune, and El Heraldo Mexicano, in which appear day 
after day editorial items attacking our Government. These new: papers have 
the cooperation of brainy men of high rank, who are in constant mutual cou 
munication, and they pay salaries to a list of men from the consuls down to the 
last employe in the northern district of Lower California. i 

To express it all in n nutshell, I may say that “ Obregonistas ” are all those 
from Sonora who reside in these parts, and I may name in particular Constl 
General de Negri anad Vice Consul Seguin, who is to take charge of this e- 
gulate. I regret frankly to add that there seems to be around here no one 
whom I may properly call your adherent. This the test of time shall prove. 

It is not my province, of course, to sugge:t by what easy means we could 
bring about u new state of things, eliminating Cantu. However, I may ob- 
serve that the critical weakness is to be found amid our political enemies. 
Yet it is important that this man should not continue at play with the Gov- 
ernment dictating arbitrary laws in Lower California, appointing justices 
at pleasure, establishing onerous taxation, so that the thirty commercial es- 
tablishments owned by Mexicans in Ensenado have been reduced in number 
to two, which scarcely merit the name of “stores,” one of which is owned by 
a Chinaman and the other by an American. 

The works in the mines have been suspended entirety. 

For nearly two months there have been no means of communication between 
Ensenada and Tijuana owing to the poor condition of the roads. These are 
country places, and if the people in Mexicali are able to subsist at all it is be- 
cause that country is irrigated by foreign enterprises for the purpose of culti- 
vating cotton, owing to the war. Mexicali has become an exception to the total 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 2999 


misery suffered in this district, as two or three syndicates are speculating 
upon grain, and livestock, and are directing the bank established by Cantu. 
They also control the wheat market. 

A tour through the northern region of Lower California, starting from 
Mexicali, gives one the view of a collection of rude things, things which are 
referred to as “ The progress of Lower California.” 

Withal, this would be excusable if there prevailed any degree of loyalty. 
And yet these enemies are not so dangerous as those who you have in Mexico, 
because those are attacking you directly while these hide themselves under 
the veil of hypocrisy. 

I understand the secretary of agriculture and the interior is soon to visit 
here. He must have caused the speedy surrender of my post as consul in 
los Angeles, brought about by the underhanded schemes of Cantu's emissaries 
in Mexico. It seems plain to me that these gentlemen must have feared that 
in the field of facts I might endeavor to satisfy Secretary Rouzix as to the 
grave state of affairs which prevails in the Northern District of Lower Cali- 
fornia, as Well as to the political intrigues of Cantu. 

May I be promised that you will consider this expose in the light of my 
tested sincerity and especially of my personal affection and adherence? And 
may I not assure you that my support will be yours now and always? 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
TEODORO FREZIERES. 

(Cresse code name for Jones.) 


(For the information of the committee Ifrezieres is now one of the 


strong supporters of Obregon and from the start of the Senora re- 
volt was most active in same.) 


Confidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice re Antonio Villa- 
vicencio, suspected German spy at Laredo, Tex. 


NEW ORLEANS, La., May 14, 1918. 


While in Laredo, Tex., was introduced to Villavicencio at the Hotel Bender 
by T. Piniero, superintendent of the Mexican Railway System terminating at 
Nueva Laredo. I met Piniero some time ago through Adam Leckie, of Mexico 
City and Washington, with whom Piniero is very friendly. 

Learned that Villavicencio was alleged to be on friendly terms with two 
Germans in Nueva Laredo. who are supposed to be the head of the German 
Secret service work in that territory, namely, Capt. Hinsch and Herman Ruck- 
heim. Both of these Germans ut Nueva Laredo are said to be very active in the 
\nterest of their country. 

Villavicencio, I understand, has a night and day pass or permit, which allows 
him to cross from Laredo into Nueva Laredo, and if he so desires to then re- 
turn to Laredo. If my information in regard to him having such a pass is cor- 
rect, then in that event respectfully recommend that he not be allowed to have 
this privilege. 

Villavicencio at one time was chief of police at Mexico City under President 
Diaz, and when Huerta was President of Mexico Villavicencio was his chief of 
Police at Mexico City. 

It seems to be a well-established fact among Mexicans and Americans in 
Laredo, Eagle Pass, and San Antonio that Villavicencio has been inclined to be 
Pro-German in his statements and sentiments. His reputation is such that I 
feel sure if there was any German money in sight for Villavicencio he would 
immediately put his hands on same. 

I again met Piniero and Villavicencio in San Antonio on May 6 and 7. Under- 
stand they returned to Laredo on the night of May T. Was told by Andres 
Garcia, Mexican inspector of consulates, that Villavicencio was working under 
Cover for the Mexican secret service. 


Confidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice re Piedras Negras, 
Hexic, 


New OrLEANS, La., May 18, 1918. 
On the morning of May 2, through letters of introduction from the Mexican 
foreign office, I met Teodoro Frezieres, the Mexican consul at Eagle Pass, 
eX, and through him was requested to give myself the honor of going to 
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Piedras Negras. Mexico, that afternoon to meet Gen. Peraldi, the Mexican 
military commander general of the Piedras Negras district. 

At 2 p. m. on May 2 the consul took me to Piedras Negras and I was intro- 
duced to Gen. Peraldi, who told me he was the nephew of President Carranza, 
of Mexico. He likewise asked me if I was not the well-known revolutionary 
participant in the affairs of the Felicista party. I told him that was my 
general reputation, but that my connection with the Felicista party had been 
due entirely to in that way allow me the opportunity to secure all of the 
inside story of their activities, so that I could along these lines have the 
correct information which I proposed to use in connection with my newspaper 
business. 

The consul and he seemed to be anxious to secure my cooperation, and of 
the newspapers supposed to be represented by me, in regard to helping the 
Carranza Government from a publicity standpoint. 

J, of course. damned the Felicista revolutionary party and all others of the 
same class to Gen. Peraldi, stating they were a bunch of bums and everything 
of that kind, and upparently toward the end of my interview with Gen. 
Peraldi secured his confidence to a certain extent, and if such was not the 
ease then in that event he must have been drunk, for he talked very frankly 
in regard to his plans, hopes, etec., for the Carranza Government. He also 
said the revolutionary leaders or anybody else opposed to his Government were 
due for a great surprise if they ever jumped into his territory, for everybody 
thought he had only 200 men in his military distriet, when, as a matter of fact, 
he has over SOO well-armed and equipped soldiers, and likewise was bringing up 
over 1,000 more soldiers, which he proposed to hide out in the mountains back 
of Piedras Negras. 

Gen. Peraldi endeavored to the best of his ability to convince me of the fact 
that he was strongly pro-American, and wanted at all times in every way to 
cooperate with the military and other Government officials on the American 
side of the river. 

As a matter of fact Gen. Peraldi, I understand, has but very little use for 
America or Americans, but at the snme time has accumulated during the last 
year or so a very hearty respect for the power of this country. This has re 
sulted in him apparently at all times cooperating with Col. Day, the Ameri- 
can military commander on the American side of the river. Col. Day always 
being honorable and in the open, but Gen. Peraldi, on the other hand, while 
apparently in every way cooperates with Col. Day and other Ameri¢an officials, 
has under cover and behind their backs been double-crossing them to the best 
of his ability at every opportunity. 

It likewise seems to be a well-known fact in Eagle Pass that Gen. Peraldi 
has in his command at or around Piedras Negras two Germans, who have had 
military experience either as officials or noncommissioned officers in the Ger- 
man army. These two Germans are said to have some military rank in Pe 
raldi’s forces. 

It is also a well-known fact in Engle Pass that Gen. Peraldi has harbored 
and assisted some 40 or 50 draft dodgers who bave slipped over the river into 
Piedras Negras and surrounding territory. 

Gen. Peraldi, so it is said, readily extends his cooperation and everything of 
that kind to Col. Day, but Mexican style, and when Col. Day calls for the co- 
operation it is so long arriving that it becomes a forgotten proposition. This 
is illustrated by the fact that on April 29 to May 1, 1918, four or five head of 
horses or mules were stolen from a ranch near Eagle Pass and run over the 
river into the territory controlled by Ger. Peraldi. It was said in Eagle Pass 
that as a matter of fact some of Peraldi’s own soldiers were the ones who stole 
the horses or mules. The day after these horses or mules were stolen Col. 
Day telephoned Gen. Peraldi, telling him he wanted these horses or mules 
back, and Gen. Peraldi told Col. Day he would be sure and deliver them on 
the American side of the river the next day at noon. Some four or five days 
went by and the horses and mules up to the last I heard of the matter, on May 
7 or & were not returned. 

This resulted, so it is alleged, in Lieut. Hamby, of the United States Army 
Inteligence Bureau at Eagle Pass on May 7 or S, making two or three trips 
to Piedras Negras to see Gen. Peraldi regarding these horses and mules. 

Would respectfully recommend that it is a bad practice for American Army 
officers, whether in uniform or not, to cross into Mexico on business of this kind, 
for in the end it will probably result in some half-drunken Mexican taking & 
shot at the United States oflicer or something of that kind, which would caus 
serious international difficulties. 


er 
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At my conversation with Col. Day at his headquarters, as mentioned in my 
report of this date regarding conditions at Eagle Pass, Tex., he told me that 
Gen. Peraldi had only 200 or 300 men in his military command. This shows 
thar Gen. Peraldi has deliberately misinformed Col. Day regarding the number 
of men he had. | 

(Cresse code name for Jones.) 


Confidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice re general conditions in 

Kale Pass, Tex, 

NEW ORLEANS, LA., May 13. 1918. 

Col R. F. Day, in command of the Third United States Infantry, at Eagle 
Pas and also for considerable distance up and down the Rio Grande River, I 
nuderstand, hus only Infantry in his command, therefore is not in a position to 
thoroughly guard the river on the American side in his district. 

Mr. Beverely, your special agent in Eagle Pass, at 10 p. m. May 2. at Col. 
ays headquarters introduced me to him, and I found Cot. Day very well 
Pesta] regarding the Mexican-border situation. He is decidedly enthusiastic 
it all times in regard to cooperating with your department. He is on very 
friendly and intimate terms with Mr. Beverely, who lhas been able to win his 
witdence, therefore is likewise securing for your department the full co- 
eration of Col. Day, who also seems to be in charge of the military intelli- 
gence Work in that district. 

Prior to my introduction to Col, Day, Beverely told me it was unfortunate 
thar Cal. Day was a great believer in the honor and integrity of the Carranza 
Zeleral on the other side of the river, numely Gen. Peraldi, but that he 
(Beverely) hoped to be able to convince Col. Day of the fact that Gen. Peraldi, 
and all of the Carranza government officials in Eagle Pass and Mexico were 
mistantly double-crossing him. 

Col. Day has in every way been honorable and fair in all of his transactions 
with the Carranza officials, and they, as the average Mexican always will do, 
in turn, at every opportunity, have double-crossed Col, Day. 

The river at Eagle Pass and for many miles up and down the river from 
there can be erassed at almost any point; and according to the statement of 
uy informant there, likewise the Carranza consul at Eagle Pass, this has resulted 
in large quantities of goods of ahnost every description being smuggled into 
Mexico from the United States daily, The same applies to goods being smug- 
tll from Mexico into the United States and to Mexicans and Americans cross- 
ing the river at will. Beverely and my informant there also made the statement 
that large quantities of foodstuffs, which are prohibited by the War Trade Board 
fom being exported into Mexico, are daily smuggled over the river a¢ or around 
Eagle Pass, 

The situation regarding the activities of the smugglers at or around Eagle 
Pass are not due to the lack of hard work of the customs guards or other Gov- 
emment efforts there, or the military patrol, but seems to be due to the faet 
that they have not a sufficient number of guards on the river there, 

While at Eagle Pass learned it would be a good move to have a national- 
tink examiner examine the national banks at Eagle Pass. and that such nn 
"amimtion would result in your department securing information of value., 
and the same applies to other United States Government branches regarding 
“hsiderable quantities of German money and other investments which are 
heing handled by the national banks of Fagle Pass. 

The Western Union Telegraph Co, office at Eagle Pass is alleged to be full 
Af leaks, and as soon as any Government messages reach there its contents 
Are generally known to those who may be interested in same. 

The head censor, Mr. Bolleter at Eagle Pass, from all I could learn seems 
to stand very high, and is in every way conscientious and fully performs His 
duties, Tt is alleged that Mr. Lanthrop, the assistant censor at Eagle Pass, 
Weasially becomes intoxicated and then talks too much about the affairs per- 
taining to his censorship duties. 

Apparently at Earle Pass many of the city, county, and State officials, bankers, 
and other business men, employees of the telephone, telegraph. railroad, and 
‘Press offices are snid to be lined up one way or the other either with the 
Mexican Government or the Mexican revolutionary leaders. 

© H. Beverely, special agent in charge of your Eagle Pass office, is exceed- 
ingly active. a hard worker. and while there noticed he put in en an average 
of from 49 to 14 hours per day. He has the entire situation well in hand at 
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Eagle Pass. and with the difficulties he is handicapped with on account of local 
conditions there, Beverely has, in my opinion, done remarkably well, for with 
few exceptions there is hardly a man, woman, or child in Eagle Pass, with the 
exception of the military and. Government officials, that at any time can be 
trusted, or that would give to the United States Government, through Beverely 
their cooperation. He has made for your department and himself many friends 
there, who, however, as stated, when it comes to affairs pertaining to the Gov- 
ernment can not be trusted. 

Beverely is also badly handicapped because he has not the necessary file 
eases and other equipment of the same kind to safely preserve the records 
of your department there. 

Whatever successes I may have had in regard to securing information sent 
forward to your department in my several reports regarding the situation at 
Engle Pass, und the activities of the Mexican Government and revolutionary 
leaders there, were secured by me largely through the extreme cooperation 
extended to me by Beverely and through him by my informant there, 

(Cresse code name for Jones. ) 


Confidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice re my negotiations with 
Mexican Government to become chief of their secret service in the United 
States. 

New ORLEANS, LA., May 25, 1918. 


AS mentioned in my previous letters and reports. likewise my several con- 
versations with you in person, I have always had the idea as you know of 
eventually endeavoring to form a connection with the Mexican Government to 
handle their publicity department, likewise secret-service work in the United 
States. 

When Mr. Adam Leckie passed through New Orleans in January, 1918, I 
at that time discussed the proposition with him, and he said he would take 
the matter up direct with President Carranza, also with Gen. C. Aguillar, 
Mexicau minister of foreign affairs. 

During April. 1918, this matter came to a head through the consul general 
of Mexico at New Orleans. who is said to be a relative of President Car- 
ranza. Through him received tbe request to go over the entire proposition with 
Andres Garcia at El Paso, Tex.. inspector general of Mexican consulates, and 
whois also the chief of the Mexican secret service. 

While in El Paso on April 19 and 20, 1918, I went into this matter very 
fully with Garcia, and at that time received proposition from him whieh he 
however stated was entirely at a later date subject to the approval of Gen. 
Aguilar, minister of foreign affairs for Mexico. 

Garcia’s proposed. proposition was that I would become chief of the 
Mexican secret service in the United States, receiving a total of from $3,000 
to $5,000 per month to operate their secret-service work in the United States, 
and additional funds whenever same were shown to be necessary. 

Furthermore, that with a few exceptions their present secret service force 
in the United States would be turned over to me and under my orders. I at 
that time learned they have five men at El Paso. five at San Antonio, two at 
Del Rio, three at Laredo, three at Eagle Pass, three at Brownsville. four at 
New Orleans, two at Washington, five in New York. five in Los Angeles, three 
in San Francisco and others scattered out in smatler places. They are puyms 
these men front $100 to $150 per month, and with the exception of railroad 
transportation, their men pay their own expenses, I asked Gareja what my 
work would consist of and he said handling any and everything that would 
be of interest and value to the Mexican Government. 

Another part of his proposition was that the Mexican Government would pay 
me also a total of 840,000, making bank guarantee for that amount, to be paid 
to me in installments of $10,000 each, as I succeeded in producing results for 
them in regard to eliminating revolutionary expeditions from the United States 
into Mexico. 

I told Garcia, and the same also applies to other Carranza officials that l 
later eame in contact with, whose names will be mentioned hereinafter, that it 
would be utter foolishness for me to consider such a proposition unless condi- 
tions between Mexico and the United States changed, I explaining to him I 
meant by that it would be necessary for Mexico to give to the United States 4 
greater volume of cooperation. 
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Furthermore, gave them to understand it would be useless for me to accept 
thelr proposition unless I could produce results for them which if conditions 
as far as Mexico is concerned still continued to exist. 

ln answer to his question as to what I meant then told him it was impossible 
as I understand it to do anything at all with any of the Mexican revolutionary 
parties on the American side, unless the United States Government had the 
proof regarding their activities, which I knew the United States did not have. 
Furthermore, that I felt sure even if our Government did have such proof noth- 
ing could be done with it unless all of the authorities up and down the Mexican 
border felt the Mexican Government was giving to the United States Govern- 
ment a fair deal regarding the German situation in that country, and the same 
applied to the activities of the Mexican bandits and Mexican regular troops. 

Then told Garcia I could not accept such employment in their Government 
unless it was with the complete intention on their part to enable me to secure 
frm the Mexican Government cooperation in regard to eliminating German 
spies and German propaganda work up and down the Mexican border. 

Garcia took this proposition yery well, and said that in so much as he was 
inspector general of consulates he therefore had gradually replaced the different 
consuls on fhe border who were inclined to be unfriendly to the United States, 
therefore he felt sure with the different consuls he now had on the border, pro- 
vided I could render the service I claimed to be able to do, that the Mexican 
Government through its consulates on the border would be very glad to give the 
greatest amount of cooperation. 

I had the same conversation along these lines with the consul general of 
Mexico at Engle Pass, also with Gen. Peraldi. who is said to be a nephew of 
President Carranza, also the military commander for the district of Piedras 
Negras, also with the Carranza consul general at New Orleans, who is said to 
be a relative of Carranza. 

All of these parties readily saw my point, and appeared to take it very well, 
and said if I could secure the right kind of cooperation from the authorities 
up and down the border on the American side they felt sure the Mexican 
authorities would also give me complete cooperation in regard to eliminating 
German spys and propaganda work on the Mexican side of the river. This 
matter at the present time is still being negotiated as per telegrams shown 
hereinafter. Of course, you know this is Mexican bunk. 

I expect to be in Washington during the week of June 3. So that I may 
have the opportunity of personally discussing the entire matter with you, 
likewise blending this proposed plan entirely along the lines your department 
or the Department of State may deem necessary. 

Feel sure that if the plans I have in mind meet with the approval of your 
department and then can be successfully carried out by me, that it may probably 
enuble me to secure a certain volume of support from the Mexican Government 
which in the end may be valuable in regard to improving the general situation 
on the border, likewise to a certain extent result in the elimination of some of 
the German spies and propaganda work in Mexico. 

Believe that it will also result in me being in position whereby I will be able 
to secure a great deal of ndvance information regarding different matters in 
Mexico which in the end will be of value to the United States. 

At the present time, and the same applies to the last year and a half, the 
revolutionary activities of the different Mexican groups in the United States 
has heen a deep thorn in the side of the Mexican Government, and being 
thoroughly informed regarding the activities of all of the Mexican revolution- 
ists in the United States, and the same applies to the situation as far as the 
Mexican Government is concerned, am absolutely convinced of the fact that 
it will be a serious mistake for the United States Government when the activi- 
ties of the Mexican revolutionists are now so painful to Carranza, for the 
United States to do anything at all for the Mexican Government in regard to 
eliminating the different Mexican revolutionary groups in this country, unless 
the United States in turn receives some consideration and cooperation regard- 
ing the German situation in Mexico, and the same applies to the cooperation 
Which the United States should have from Mexico on the border. 

Mr. Adam Leckie has been handling to the best of his ability my part of 
hese Negotiations with the Mexican minister of foreign affairs, Secretary C. 
Aguilar, who is a son-in-law of Carranza. This has resulted so far in the 

exican Government making me an offer as is shown by the telegrams men- 
tioned hereinafter of $2,000 per month for my services. 
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When in San Antonio, Tex., on May 4 to 9, 1918, mentioned to Mr. Breniman, 
superintendent of your San Antonio division, that the Mexican Government had 
made me an offer to become chief of their secret service in the United States. 
likewise made me an offer of a large sum of cash, provided I was able to produce 
results for them. 

My entire plans and intentions regarding the service I hope to be able to ren- 
der to the United States from this proposed connection with the Mexican Gov- 
ernment may result in a failure, due to the fact that every Mexican I have ever 
known promises anything in the world, but when it comes to the time of delivery 
their promise is not fulfilled. 

However, feel that I at least have more than a fair chance to render at this 
time a service which if my plans and ideas even in part can be successfully car- 
ried out will result in some benefit to our Government. 

My proposed proposition and plans with the Mexican Government, of course 
as you know, are subject entirely to the wishes and orders of your department, 
and my final acceptance or rejection of the Mexican Government proposition 
will rest entirely with the wishes or instructions of your department. 

The $40,000 is to be paid as stated hereinbefore when I produce the results 
agreed upon with the Mexican Government, regarding the elimination of the 
various Mexican revolutionary groups in this country. At the time I enter into 
the agreement with them regarding the $40,000, I also at that time according to 
Garcia’s proposition am to be paid $10,000 in cash, this payment to be for the 
plans that I have regarding the different Mexican revolutionary groups now 

operating in this country. 

The following telegrams regarding this proposition passed between Garcia 
and myself: 

(Creese code name for Jones.) 


May 1, 1918. 
ANDRES GARCIA, 
Room 58, Hotel Hamilton, Laredo, Ter. 


Frezierez yesterday and to-day said to be at San Carlos ranch. He may 
and then may not return to-morrow, so the consulate tells me. Shall I see the 
vice consul. My address here, Room 222, Hotel Eagle. 

(Signed) PEDRO. 

(Pedro. Mexiean code name for Jones.) 


NEw ORLEANS, LA.. 
May 11, 1918. 
ANDRES GARCIA, 
Care of Merican Consulate, Bronville, Ter. 

(If necessary please forward.) 

Party you mentioned did not go to Mexico. Saw him here to-day. Learned 
on my arrival here of some vitally important developments pertaining to the 
business. Expect hear from you definite on or before May 15, so I can therefore 
be in position to act one way or other. Regards. 


(Signed ) PEDRO. 
(Pedro, Mexican code name for Jones.) 


Confidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice re plan to capture Gen. 
Felipe Musquiz Castillo, Mexican border bandit. 


New ORLEANS, LA., July 26, 1918. 

As mentioned in my report of May 16, 1918, entitled “ Gutierrez Brothers and 
Felicista revolutionary movement against the Mexican State of Coahuila,” I 
reported at that time, in paragraphs one and two of that report, some of the 
activities of Feline Musquiz Castillo. 

This party is the leader of a band of Mexican bandits, who have been very 
actively operating from his headquarters in the Burro Mountains. Last week 
members of his band, supposed to have been under his active leadership, raided 
the Piedra Blanca ranch. and at that time captured Nat Malone, who is fore- 
man of that ranch, which is said to be owned by W. E. Weathersbee. Malone 
was held by these bandits for a $5,000 ransom. 
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Felipe Musquiz Castillo and his band also at that time raided the San 
Miguel Ranch, and captured Sam Barksdale, foreman of that ranch, which is 
said to be owned by Miers & Rose. Barksdale, I understand, was held for a 
$800 ransom. 

The dispatches state that Gen. Peraldi sent 25 mounted troops in pursuit 
of Felipe Musquiz Castillo. likewise that Gov. Mireles, governor of the Mexican 
State of Coahuila, likewise promised at that time to put a large body of troops 
into the field to capture Felipe Musquiz Castillo. 

As far as the promises of Gen. Peraldi and Gov. Mireles are concerned, not 
much confidence can be put in their statements in regard to this matter, for 
Felipe Musquiz Castillo has been actively operating for nearly a year now, out of 
his headquarters in the Burro Mountains. 

Felipe Musquiz Castillo, as per my previous reports at that time, was held 
to be responsible for the murder of the several members of the Hillcote family, 
an English family who lived 50 or 60 miles from the border {n Mexico, and who 
were murdered during the early part of May. The family consisted of Hillcote, 
his wife, his son, and his sister-in-law. The leader of the bandit band, who mur- 
dered the Hillcote family, was Col. Chavez, an old Villa colonel. I understand 
that Felipe Musquiz Castillo was supposed to have been an intimate friend of 
the Hilleote family, and did not know that the Hillcote ranch was to be attacked 
by Chavez, and that when he (Castillo) learned of the murder of the Hillcote 
family that he and Chavez had a bitter row about it, which resulted in a split 
between them. 

Felipe Musquiz Castillo, I understand, has visited Kerville and San Antonio, 
Tex., since the Hillcote murder. 

I understand that he crosses the river at Langtry, and from there works his 
way to Kerville, Tex., where his wife resides. 

My information is that at least once every month or six weeks he in this 

Way visits his wife at Kerville, Tex. 
T also understand that he constantly receives supplies, and, from time to 
fine, ammunition from his friends and supporters at Langtry. His principal 
friend in Langtry is a Mexican whe isa proprietor of a restaurant, whose name 
J have not, as yet, secured. 

Believe, provided you will give me the authority to do so, at Kerville or 
Langtry, on the next trip of Felipe Musquiz Castillo, through Langtry on his 
way to Kerville, or at Kerville, I will be able to pick this Mexican up. I am 
in a position to secure the approximate time that he expects to make his next 
trip to Langtry or Kerville, and if this party can be picked up it will, in the 
future. save many other murders and raids up and down the border. 

(Creese code name for Jones.) 


Confidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice re Col. Tirzo Gonzales, 
commander of the Mexican garrison at Matamoros, Mexico. 


New ORLEANS, LA., August 15, 1918. 


On August 9 I was introduced to Col. Gonzales at his military headquarters 
in Matamoros, Mexico, by the Mexican consul general of Brownsville, Tex., 

or Garza. 

Previous to my visit to Col. Gonzales’s headquarters had learned from the 
Consul that he was supposed to have in his command approximately 250 Mexi- 
Can soldiers. Learned from Col. Gonzales, however, that he has, as a matter of 
fact, in his military district, which extends to opposite Rio Grande City, ap- 
proximately 600 Mexican soldiers. 

At the time I visited Col. Gonzales’s headquarters he had in the headquarters 
and on the street outside of same over 50 Mexican soldiers, who were armed 
With thirty-thirty carbines and rifles and with a few Mauser rifles and carbines, 
All of them seemed to be plentifully supplied with ammunition. Also noticed 
at his military headquarters five boxes of thirty-thirty cartridges, which had 
bot been opened. 

Thad extended conversation with Col. Gonzales in regard to conditions on his 
side of the river, and learned from him, in answer to my questions, that there 
Was. as a matter of fact a large number of Mexican bandits and cattle thieves 
apparently in his territory who regularly steal cattle on the Mexican side of the 
iver, run it over to the United States side and also steal cattle from the 
American side of the river and take it over to Mexico. 
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Col. Gonzales claimed to be pursuing these bandits to the very best of his 
ability, but said it was very hard to wipe them out. He is a good listener, 
but a very poor talker, and it was a rather hard matter to dig any information 
out of him. 

Learned from the American Consul Woodward at Matamoros, likewise from 
other American officials at Brownsville, that Col. Gonzales at times seemed to 
be willing to cooperate to a certain extent with the American authorities when- 
ever the necessity for same arose. He, however, like all Mexicans, is strictly 
out for No. 1, and is undoubtedly, as the majority of all other Mexicans are, 
anti-American. 

(Creese code name for Jones.) 


Confidential report by Creesse to Department of Justice re Alfonso Bennevendo, 
Mexican vice consul at Brownsville, Tex.. alleged to be pro-German and sus 
pected of Germany propaganda and spy work. 


NEw ORLEANS, LA., August 19, 1918. 


On the morning of August 1, when I called at the Mexican consulate in 
Brownsville Tex., as per my previous reports, Jose Garza, Mexican consul at 
Brownsville, introduced me to his Vice Consul Alfonso Bennevendo. 

During the time I was in Brownsville had several conversations with Ben- 
nevendo. He speaks English, is exceedingly shrewd, well posted, and appar- 
ently is open at any time to a proposition in which there is any cash. 

I learned from Mexican Consul Jose Garza that Bennevendo is unmar- 
ried and is a very liberal spender. Also learned from Consul Garza while we 
were at lunch at Matamoros, Mexico, and while Garza was feeling pretty good 
from the wine he had drank, that he did not think very much of Bennevendo, 
due to the fact Bennevendo was getting nearly as much money as he, the consul, 
was, likewise had a fine automobile and did but very little work, while on the 
other hand he. the consul, had all of the responsibility, did nearly all of the 
work and got but very little more money than the vice consul. Told Garza I 
found that very strange and asked him why such a condition existed and he 
suid apparently Bennevendo had a great deal of influence with the administra- 
tion at Mexico City or had strong friends around President Carranza. 

The consul also said that Bennevendo was very fond of women and chased 
around after them a great deal and was likewise a very liberal entertainer. I 
then said to the consul, Bennevendo must have a considerable amount of money 
and he said, no, Bennevendo’s family had practically no money, and I then said, 
Bennevendo must be a good poker player and in that way keeps in funds, and 
the consul said, no, he thought Bennevendo had friends in Mexico City who 
forwarded him money. 

Also at that time learned from the consul that Bennevendo some two or three 
months ago went to Mexico City and when he returned to Brownsville, he did 
so via an automobile which he claimed to have purchased in Mexico City. 1 
saw this car in Matamoros, driven by Bennevendo, and it is a large, heavy, and 
up-to-date model roadster Jordan car, painted red, and I understand with its 
fittings said to be worth in excess of $2,000. - 

It is also alleged that Bennevendo has a brother by the name of Alberto 
Bennevendo, who lives in Matamoras, Mexico, across from Brownsville, whe 
is alleged to be extremely pro-German and is said to have made many vicious 
remarks in regard to the United States and that he hoped and believed 
and wanted Germany to win the war. Also that he had been helping and 
proposed to help Germany in every way he possibly could. 

Also understand that Bennevendo, the vice consul at Brownsville, has a 
sister who is the wife of a German Army oflicer and who is now in Germany. 

Alfonso Bennevendo, the Mexican vice consul at Brownsville, was formerly 
secretary to Juan Burns, Mexican consul general at New York, and who I 
now understand is Mexican consul at Hamburg, Germany. 

Roberto Bennevendo, a brother of the vice consul, likewise another one of 
his brothers, I understand, were educated in Germany and the entire Benne- 
vendo family are said to be in every way and at all times straight from the 
shoulder pro-German. 

It is likewise alleged that the father of the Bennevendo family was a Ger- 
man who upon his arrival in Mexico changed his name to Bennevendo and who, 
shortly after his arrival into Mexico, married a Mexican woman. If this infor- 
mation is correct in that event the Bennevendo brothers are half German. 
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On my next trip to Brownsville, during the early part of September, I expect 
to cultivate Bennevendo, with whom I became friendly, and in that way 
hope to be able to secure sulficient proof of his pro-German sentiments and 
activities, which will thereby give the State Department opportunity to ask 
the Government of Mexico to remove him as vice consul at Brownsville. 

I also at that time will be able to suggest to the Mexican ambassador at 
Washington, which I will be able to do on account of my connection with 
the Mexican Government, that on account of the feeling at Brownsville and 
in that territory regarding Bennevendo it would be policy to secure a com- 
plete cooperation from the various officials in that territory in regard to helping 
to eliminate and prosecute Mexican revolutionists to remove Bennevendo as 
his vice consul at Brownsville. 

(Cresse code name for Jones. ) 


Confidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice re Mexican conditions 
at und around Bonillas. 
NEw ORLEANS, La., August 17, 1918. 


Understand that Juan Sada and Van Kaufman have a store at Boquillas and 
have been during the last several months disposing of an unusually large quan- 
tity of miscellaneous goods, which according to my informant must evidently 
go into Mexico, as there is very few people on this side of the border who, I 
understand, would purchase such large quantities of goods as these two parties 
have been buying. 

Juan Sada, I understand, recently skipped out of the United States and has 
gone into Mexico on account of being implicated in smuggling goods from the 
United States into Mexico which were prohibited by the War Trade Bureau. 

Would respectfully recommend that Sada and Kaufman be checked up by 
the proper officials and that they be made to show what has become of the 
alleged large quantities of goods which they have purchased during the last 
several months. 

Monroe Payne, a negro renegade, has a ranch near Boquillas and ís one of 
the most noted smugglers on that part of the border. Payne is likewise said 
to be at the head of a bunch of Mexican bandits who are operating in that 
territory and who have made a constant practice of stealing cattle from the 
American side of the river and running them over into Mexico. 

Benino Menchaca, who is originally from Musquiz, Mexico, but is now at 
the Boquillas del Carmen mine, in Mexico, which is about 8 miles from the 
border, is the revolutionary representative in that territory and Is in constant 
Communication with Pablo de la Garza, of Eagle Pass. 

Menchaca told my informant that their plans were now complete in regard 
to starting their revolutionary movement, and that during September they 
expected to be able to throw all of that part of the border into a general uproar, 
which would cause Carranza a world of trouble and likewise show the United 
States that the revolutionists were the only ones who should receive the support 
of the United States to accomplish anything in Mexico. 

Menchaca also told my informant that they had a liberal supply of guns, 
horses, and saddles, but at this moment they were short of ammunition. 

owever, expected at an early date to secure an ample supply of same. 

Due to the recent arrest, likewise the searching of many of the Mexicans at 

l Rio, Eagle Pass, and other places on the border by the military authorities, 
this has resulted in the Mexican revolutionists becoming very careful in regard 
to what they say they are going to do. 

(Cresse code name for Jones. ) 


Confidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice re Col. Tomos Pinarro, 
a Mexican at Laredo, Tex. 
NEW ORLEANS, La., August 17, 1918. 
Col. Tomos Pinarro has resided in Laredo, Tex., to my knowledge since De- 
cember, 1917, at the Hotel Bender in that city. He is an official connected with 
ne Mexican railway system which ends at Nuevo Laredo, Mexico, across the 
river from Laredo, Tex. 
inarro has apparently always been exceedingly pro-American in his senti- 
Ments and statements, although he is on the most friendly terms with another 
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Mexican who resides at the Bender Hotel at Laredo whose name is Vila- 
vicencio, and whose activities have been fully covered in my previous reports. 

Villavicencio is supposed to be pro-German, likewise implicated in German 
propaganda and spy work. 

Pinarro recently was a candidate for the Mexican congress or senate from the 
Mexican State of Durango and at the Mexican election in that state, which was 
held in July, 1916, Pinarro claims to have been elected. He also made the state- 
ment to A. M. Leckie at Laredo, Tex., on August 3, 1918, that he was afraid 
Carranza would cut him out in the elections, this.being due to the faet that he 
(Pinurro) was a very warm personal friend and supporter of Pablo Gonzales 
who is to be one ot the Mexican presidential eandidates in the Mexican elec- 
tions during September, 1920. 

Pinarro then told Leckie, apparently it was the poliey of Carranza to elimin- 
ate all congressmen and senators who were now being elected and who were in 
favor of Pablo Gonzales or Gen. Obregon this being due to the fact that Car- 
ranza by not having any congressmen or senators at the Capitol of Mexico 
who were friendly to anybody but himself, to in that way endeavor to work 
some scheme to succeed himself. 

Pinarro then told Leckie that if Carranza endeavored to cut him out, in that 
event he (Pinarro) would personally start a revolutionary movement against 
Carranza in the state of Durango. 

Pinarro is exceedingly shrewd, talks very freely, and is in every way very 
active. He is about 5 feet 7 inches in height, dark olive complexion, 
black hair with but very little gray in it, brown eyes, very neat dresser, and 
wears a mustache which is extremely noticeable on account of it being turned 
up so it is typically a German Army officer’s mustache. He speaks English 
und seems to have a good many friends among Americans. 

Also understand that Pinarro is endeavoring to assist Eractuasa: C. Gonzalez, 
a money broker who lives at Laredo and who is trying to import $400,000 or 
$500,000 worth of silver from Mexico into the United States and secure gold 
in return for same. Pinarro has been very active in regard to assisting Gon- 
zalez along these lines. 

While in Laredo during May. 1918, constantly saw Pinarro and Villavicencio 
at the Bender Hotel together; likewise again saw them at San Antonio, Tex. 

On letterhead of the St. Anthony Hotel Mr. Leckie gave me letter of intro- 
duetion, dated August 6, 1918, to Pinarro as follows: 


Aveust 6, 1918. 
Mr. Tomos PINARRO, 
Bender Hotel, Laredo, Tez, 


My Dear Prnarro: This will introduce to you Mr. Charles E. Jones, of New 
Orleans, who is a thoroughly live wire, interested in the purchase of some cattle 
in Mexico, and in all probability he will have to arrange fer getting accommoda- 
tions on the railroad for shipping them to the border and I have told him that 
you would be the ideal man to aid him in this work, and I will appreciate it 
very much if you will render him such assistance as may be in your power. 

The first opportunity you have please be good enough to write me at 817 
Southern Building, Washington, D. C. 

Very cordially, your friend, 
ADAM LECKIi. 


When I reach Laredo during the latter part of August I expect to cultivate 
Pinarro and hope to be able to secure considerable information from him which 
may be of value. 

(Cresse code name for Jones.) 


_ Confidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice re American Consul G. 
C. Woodward at Matamoros, Mexico. 


New Orreans, La., August 19, 1918. 
While in Brownsville, Tex., on July 31. August 1 and 2 I had the oppor- 
tunity of meeting Consul Woodward several times. 
Learned in Brownsville, Tex., and at Matamoros, Mexico. that Consul Wood- 
ward for the last several months has received several anonymous letters Con- 
taining threats, likewise these letters expressed the contempt and hatred of 
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the Mexican people for Consul Woodward, also for Americar and Americans. 1 
alo understand several of these letters stated Consul Woodward would be 
assassinated, 

Inchecking up this matter feel sure these letters have originated from German 
or German sympathizers, whose activities Consul Woodward has interfered 
with, Tt is also possible these letters may likewise have originated from 
Mexicans. who Consul Woodward has refused passports to on account of their 
smuggling activities or on account of being pro-German. 

Understand Consul Woodward lives at Matamoros, Mexico. with his family 
and that due to the cutting of telephone connections between Matamoros and 
Brownsville, the consul is therefore entirely cut off from any connection with 
Brownsville provided any emergency may arise at his consulate. 

Would respectfully recommend that the Mexican Government be officially 
advised as to these threats and anonymous letters which Consul Woodward has 
recived through the Mexican mails, and that the Mexican Government be 
also officially requested to see that Consul Woodward and his family at all 
times have the necessary protection. 

Due to my connection with the Mexican Government as mentioned in my 

previous reports, I have likewise stated to them that it is good policy on the 
prt of the Mexican Government to see that any party or parties who are 
implicated in sending threatening letters to Consul Woodward be apprehended 
and prosecuted. I did not have time when I was in Matamoros to run this 
matter down, but propose on my next visit to the Brownsville territory during 
the early part of September. to spend several days in and around Matamoros 
and in that way may be able to uncover the originators of these letters nnd if 
ae I will then be able to have the Mexican Government prosecute these 
parties, 
_ Due to Consul Woodward's activities in fully and at all times protecting the 
Interest of the United States and iis citizens at his post. he has therefore 
teated ill-feeling of the majority of the Mexicans in Matamoros and at 
Brownsville. This also applies, F understand, to many Americans, who for the 
sake of a few dollars believe Consul Woodward should allow suspected German 
sympathizers snd likewise a large number of Mexicans to come and go into 
Brownsville from Mexico at their pleasure. 

At ts likewise alleged by many of the business men. so I was told at Browns- 
Ville, that they thought Consul Woodward was apparently too anxious at all 
times to prohibit the issuing of passports, and that formerly approximately 
80,000 Mexicans from Matamoras and surrounding territory visited Browns- 
ville each month prior to the time Consul Woodward had practically put regula- 
tians into effect which to a very great extent eliminates Mexicans from entering 
Brownsville from Matamoras and vicinity. 

‘AS far as that complaint is concerned, if every American consul on the border 
attempted to perform his duties as well as Consul Woodward apparently has 
done, then in that event there would be less smuggling activities and German 
Propaganda and spy work on the border. 

From every available source of information secured by me, am convinced of 
the fact that Consul Woodward is in every way and at all times more fully 
mplying with his duties, than even the State Department expects of him, and 
that he is, without doubt. one of the hardest working, most practical and sue- 
cessful American consuls that we have ever had on the border. Believe he has 
and will at all times to the best of his ability cooperate with every department 
of the United States Government in his territory. 

Cresse code name for Jones. ) 


Confidentia] report by Cresse to Department of Justice re Mexican Consul Cosme 
Bengoechea at Presidio, Tex. 
NEW ORLEANS, La., August 20, 1978. 


Understand that the Mexican consul at Presidio, Tex., Cosme Bengoechea. 
as had installed for some time a private telephone wire running from Presidio, 
ex., across the river to Ojinaga, Mexico. It is also alleged that this telephone 
Wire has repeatediy been used to the detriment of the United States. 
Respectfully recommend that this matter be checked up and if this telephone 
Wire in reality does exist, that it should be immediately cut. 
resse cade name for Jones. ) 
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Confidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice re E. Schreck, Mexican 
consul at Port Arthur, Tex., alleged to be of German extraction and suspected 
of German activities and sentiments. 

NEW ORLEANS, La., August 24, 1918. 

Prior to my visit to Brownsville on August 5, 6. and 7, I had heard from other 
parts of the border that the Mexican consul at Port Arthur, Tex., was either a 
German or of German extraction, likewise had a large number of relatives who 
were said to be exceedingly pro-German living at Matamoros, Mexico. 

When I was in Matamoros, Mexico, on August 9, with Jose Garza, Mexican 
consul at Brownsville, Tex., also with other Mexican officials of Matamoros, we 
visited the saloon operated by the Schreck family at a Matamoros, and at that 
time was introduced to one of the Schreck boys, who is typically German in 
appearance. 

According to Consul Garza, the Schreck boys, of which there are several at 
Matamoros, while of German extraction, nevertheless, so he claimed, have never 
been proven to be pro-German. As a matter of fact, A. Schreck, a brother of 
the Mexican consul at Port Arthur, Tex., who is operating a saloon and restau- 
rant at Matamoros, Mexico, across from Brownsville, Tex., is known to be very 
pro-German, and it is also said his saloon is the headquarters for all of the 
Germans in and around Matamoros. 

Also understood while in Matamoros that American Consul Woodward had 
taken up the Mexican passports of all of the Schreck family, thereby stopping 
them from visiting Brownsville, Tex. This has resulted in a great deal of ill 
feeling being caused at Matamoros, Mexico, from the Schreck family, their 
friends and associates in that territory. It also may be possible that the 
Schreck family or their friends may have been implicated in sending, or causing 
to be sent, the several threatening anonymous letters which Consul Woodward 
has received, as mentioned in my previous reports. 

Understand that the grandfather of the four Schreck boys was a German, and 
after arrival in Mexico married a Mexican woman. 

Due to the sbort time I was in and around Matamoras did not have sufficient 
time to make a careful investigation of this matter; however, on my next trip 
to Matamoros during the early part of September, will carefully check these 
matters up. 

Due to my connection with the Mexican Government, as mentioned in my 
previous reports, I expect to suggest to the Mexican ambassador at Washington, 
also to Andres Garcia, inspector general of Mexican consulates, that it is a mis- 
take to have Schreck, their consul at Port Arthur, continue in his office, be- 
cause of his German extraction, and his family at Matamoros, Mexico, who are 
alleged to be exceedingly pro-German; therefore, for the reasons mentioned, 
their consul at Port Arthur, to a very certain extent, is offensive to the people 
in that part of Texas, which does not enable him to give to Mexico successful 
representation at Port Arthur, This may be productive of results, and I hope 
in this way to cause the removal of Schreck, as Mexican consul, from Port 
Arthur. 

(Cresse code name for Jones.) 


Confidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice re Chico Cano, Villista 
bandit visiting United States Army Camp at Cudelario. 
NEw ORLEANS, La., August 20, 1918. 

Understand that Chico Cano, a noted member of the Villista Mexican revo- 
lutionary factor and likewise one of the best known and most successful 
Mexican bandits. and who is said to have been one of the leaders in the 
Bright ranch raid sometime ago, is now said to be located in Mexico across 
the river from Cadelario. 

On or about August 5 to 12 Cano crossed the river and visited the United 
States military camp at Cadelario and talked to the United States military 
ofticer in command at that camp. 

If my information regarding this visit is correct, the United States Army 
officer should have detained Cano, for it is well known in that territory that 
he has been an active participant in several raids out of Mexico against 
ranches on the American side of the river. 

(Cresse code name for Jones.) 
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Confidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice re Mexican Government 
opning up 17 new consulates in South and Central America, likewise Mexican 
Government making arrangements to change many of their present consuls 
and other matters regarding their foreign policy. 

NEw ORLEANS, La., September 8, 1918. 

(m the afternoon of August 30, Mexican consul general at New Orleans, La., 
Rafael E. Mugquiz, told me that Mr. Cabrera, Mexican minister of finance, 
would arrive in New Orleans on the evening of September 2 or the morning 
of September 3 and that he wanted to introduce me at that time to Mr. Ca- 
bera. Hope to be able to secure some information that may be of value from 
Mr. Cabrera when I meet him. Mr. Cabrera has not yet arrived in New Or- 
Jeans, . 

The Mexican consul also told me the Mexican Government was now making 
wrogements to open up 17 new consulates at various cities in South and 
Central America and that from now on the foreign policy of Mexico was to be 
in every way more aggressive. I asked him what he meant by being more ag- 
gressive, and he said President Carranza and his cabinet expected by opening 
ip new Mexican consulates in South and Central America, to in this way place 
Mexico from a diplomatic standpoint on the level with any other country no 
matter how large it may be and he further said this wns only the beginning 
aud that within the next 12 months Mexico would open up a much larger 
number of new consulates throughout the world. 

I of course expressed to him my enthusiasm in regard to such a plan, and 
then learned from him that Mexico hopes to create for herself a position 
diplomatically in South and Central America. whereby she in this way intends 
to try and become a strong factor in South and Central America in regard to 
creating friendship for herself and her policies throughout that country. 

The consul general then told me he was just in receipt of a confidential let- 
ter from an official in the Mexican foreign office telling him that there was ro 
be a big shake up in the Mexican consulate force throughout the United 
States. He also stated that he had received official notification to the effect 
that he was not to remain as consul general at New Orleans, and expected 
within a few weeks to leave for Mexico. 

I asked the consul general who his successor would be and he stated the 
present vice consul would, aS he understood it, succeed him as consul general 
at New Orleans. 

The consul general also stated that the Mexican policies in regard to their 
foreign relations with other countries from now on would become more Ag- 
gressive and in that way they hoped and believed that Mexico very shortly 
would begin te stand as she ought to, as far as other countries are concerned. 

(Cresse code name for Jones.) 


Confidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice re President Carranza’s 
close personal and political adviser, who is exceedingly pro-German. 


NEW ORLEANS, LA., September 4, 1918. 


When I met Leckie in San Antonio, Tex., between August 3 and 6, he at 
that time told me that Carranza’s closest personal and political adviser was 
the present Mexican minister of interior. Leckie also said that Carranza 
had’ hiore confidence in this party, puid more attention to what he :aid than 
he did to anybody else. 

Leckie then said the Mexican minister of interior was noted as being one 
of the most active pro-Gerinan sympathizers in Mexico and that Leckie like- 
Wise knew him to be exceedingly anti-American, 

Leckie is of the opinion, as mentioned my previous reports rendered in 

17 and 1918, that the majority of the higher Mexiean Army officials are 
still in the pay of the German ambassador to Mexico and that Germany will 
Continue to feed the majority of the ranking Mexican officials money until 
Germany no longer needs them. Leckie, however, seems to believe it is a 
debatable question as to whether or not Carranza himself has been bought by 

many or has taken any German money. 

It is well to remember, however, that it would be a miracle of God alone 
if there was any German money loose in Mexico that Carranza has never in 
that event taken any of it. If he has net, he in no way, then, is a typical Mexi- 
ean, for all of them, irrespective of who they are, will take anybody's money 
and their great national game is trimming an American. 

(Cresse code name for Jones.) 
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Confidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice re participation of Mexi- 
can Government in smuggling narcotics out of Mexico into United States, and 
ammunition from the United States into Mexico, via Mexican mail coaches 
and in Mexican mail bags. 

NEW ORLEANS, La., September 24, 1918. 

Through one of my informants on the border who lives at , À 
namely, ——— ——. understand from him that the Mexican Government is 
alleged to actively be participating through its officials at Piedras Negras, 
Mexico, and with the knowledge, consent, and assistance of the Mexican con- 
sul general at Eagle Pass, in smuggling opium and other narcotics out of 
Mexico and ammunition, pistols, and other firearms out of the United States 
into Mexico by a system alleged to have been successfully conducted by them 
for some time, which is as follows: 

My informant tells me that the Mexican Government mail couches which 
carry the mail from Piedras Negras, Mexica, to Eagle Pass, Tex., and then 
return from Eagle Pass to Piedras Negras via the international bridge across 
the Rio Grande River. contain mail pouches which, when they leave Piedras 
Negras, Mexico, are brought over to the United States. These mail sacks pre 
sumably contain mail, and when the mail coaches come across the bridge 
into Piedras Negras again instead of going direct to the post office and un- 
loading the Mexican mail, that the mail coaches are very frequently seen 
driving around to various Mexican stores, 

My informant also states that after the Mexican mail coach receives the 
Mexican mails at the post office in Eagle Pass, that instead of going direct 
to the international bridge the mail coach drives around to various Mexi- 
ean stores and, presumably, from some of these stores arms and ammunition 
are secured, which is brought in the mail sacks and carried across to Piedras 
Negras, Mexico. 

The mail coaches, as stated, are never searched by the United States guards 
on the international bridge and, if such is the case, it is certainly a very 
simple matter for those involved to smuggle into the United States or out of 
the United States into Mexico whatever they may so desire to use. 

Would respectfully recommend that hereafter the Mexican mail coaches or 
any other method of transportation used by Mexicans coming into the United 
States be carefully searched; likewise, that when such outfits cross into Mexico 
at Eagle Pass that they also be searched. 

(Cresse code name for Jones. ) 


Continuation confidential report by Cresse te Department of Justice re presi- 
dential candidates in the next Mexican presidential elections and the serious 
Mexican situation which will arise from same at that time. 


NEW ORLEANS, La.. November 14, 1918. 

My report of July 16. 1918. under the heading mentioned above fully covers 
the situation at that time. also to a very great extent at the present time re 
garding the serious difficulties which are rapidly approaching a climax, which 
is being caused by jealousy between the various candidates for the Presidency 
of Mexico in the next Mexican presidential elections, whieh T understood are ta 
be held in Mexico during July, 1920. 

As stated in my report of July 16, 191S, I fully covered at that time, on pages 
9 3 and 4 the various combinations that Gen. D, Aldare Obregon has arranged 
in regard to securing support for hitoself in the next Mexican presidential 
elections, 

When I was in El Paso, Tex., on October 4 and 5, also on October 24, 1918, I 
had several extended conversations with Andres Garcia, inspector general of 
Mexican consulates and consul general of Mexico at El Paso. Garcia Í$ 
strictly an Obregon man. and likewise said that the majority of the present 
Carranza officials were either avowed supporters of Obregon or favored him. 

Garcia further stated that fully 75 per cent of the present Mexican ATHY, 
and practically all of the veterans who had served under Obregon, many of 
whom were now seuttered from one end of Mexico to the other as civilians, 
were strictly Obregon men and would rise at his call. Garcia also said that 
Gen, Obregon had and would control practically all of the Yaqui Indians. 
Garcia, in answer to my questions regarding Pablo Gonzales, said that he 
was an utter impossibility. as a presidential candidate and could never be 
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elected President of Mexico. This also applies.to Gen. Alvarado, ex-governor 
of Yucatan. 

Garcia was inclined to be rather guarded in his statements about the alleged 
break, or difference of opinion, which is said to have occurred between Presi- 
dent Carranza and Obregon, likewise regarding the fact that President Car- 
ranza had planned and was intending to do all he could, officially and other- 
wise, to place some other man in as President of Mexico. I finally wormed 
out of Garcia the admission that there had been some difference of opinion 
between Carranza and Obregon, and that Obregon intended to be the winning 
candidate in the next Mexican presidential elections, irrespective of whether 
he had the support and friendship of Carranza. 

Also Jearned from Garcia at that time, which I later confirmed from other 
snirces, that Gen. Obregon has and is perfecting his political and military 
machine, whereby he proposes to make a strong effort to become President of 
Mexico either via being elected or by the revolutionary route. 

Obregon, at the present time, I understand, is making arrangements to estab- 
lish Obregon juntas in Los Angeles, El Paso, San Antonio, and at practically 
all other points containing a large Mexican population along the border. His 
plans, I also understand, will result in him establishing at San Antonio or El 
Paso, Tex., a weekly newspaper, which will be published in his interests. 

When I was in El Paso, Tex., on October 4 and 5, 1915, at that time Andres 
Garcia gave me a letter of introduction to Gen. Obregon, who was then at 
Nogales, Ariz., or aeross in Mexico from that town. [ expected to see Gen. 
Obregon on my return from Californian, but was uneble to do so on aecount of 
the fact that Twas called to New York due to the serious sickness of my brother, 

[ am convinced of the fact from the constant and careful observations I have 
had the opportunity to make during the last year that Obregon will win in the 
next Mexican presidential elections, and if he is counted out. or the election is 
stolen from him, he will immediately start the most thoroughly organized and 
Strongest revolutionary movement that Mexico las yet seen. 

Feel sure of the fact that one way or the other Obregon, irrespective of any 
difficulties that may be placed in his way, will sueceed Carranza. Furthermore, 
if Carranza resigns, or is forced out, or is assassinated before the next Mexican 
élections, Obregon will immediately start his fight to succeed him. Therefore 
if I can work my way in with Obregon and by chance secure the opportunity 
to privately or publicly represent his interest or campaign in the United States, 
Iwill in that way be able to probably render service that no one else can, 

As mentioned in my report of July 16. 1918, Obregon had prior to his visit to 

the United States last year, been inclined to be exceedingly pro-German in his 
sentiments and statements. However, after he returned to Mexico, it is said of 
him, that his sentiments were completely changed, due to the fact that he fully 
realized It might be necessary for him, when he becomes a presidential candi- 
date, to have the friendship of the United States. 
_ As far as Obregon personally is concerned, he, as all other Mexicans, at heart 
is absolutely anti-American and but very little belief as to his responsibility 
or friendship for the United States could be placed in him, than in any other 
Mexican? However, if I ean succeed in winning his confidence and direct, to 
a certain extent, his activities throughout the United States, I may be able to 
Shape his ideas and opinions to a certain degree that might be friendly and 
favorable to the United States. If I could succeed in doing this, the service I 
could thereby render, would be well worth while. 

My report of September 26, 1918, under the heading of “ Confidential report 
Te break alleged to have occurred between Carranza and Gen. Obregon,” will 
give you considerable information regarding the alleged difficulties which have 
arisen between Carranza and Obregon. 

I will undoubtedly hear from Garcia in answer to my letter mentioned herein- 

fore, and if he accepts the suggestion made by me in regard to personally 
seeing Gen. Obregon, in that event, unless otherwise so instructed by you, will 
Proceed to El Paso and there endeavor to have Garcia accompany me to Nogales 
to personally discuss the matters outlined in my letter to Garcia of November 
13 with Gen. Obregon. 

(Cresse code name for Jones.) 


(For the information of the committee: This report, which was one 
of several, shows that as far back as 1918 the United States was. 
Warned in my reports of the present Mexican revolution.) 
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Confidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice re participation of Col. 
Estaban Cantu, Mexican governor of Lower California in Mexican revolution 
activities. 

NEw ORLEANS, La., Sept. 4, 1918. 


As mentioned in my previous reports, F. R. Betancourt, Mexican revolu- 
tionary leader, according to positive information which I have secured, and 
likewise forwarded in previous reports to your Department, has been on very 
close and intimate terms and in constant correspondence with Col. Estaban 
Cantu, governor of Lower California. 

Betancourt, George Warden, and Ignacia Pelnez have also several times 
told Godechaux that Governor Cantu had given them financial assistance. 

During April and May, 1918, while Godchaux and myself were in San An- 
tonio, I reported at that time through information secured by Godchaux that 
Ignacia Pelaez, who is the brother and active agent in the United States for 
Gen. Manuel Pelaez, George Warden, Betancourt, Garcia Naranjo, and other 
prominent leaders of the Mexican revolutionary group in the United States 
were on friendly and intimate terms and in constant correspondence with 
Jose Cantu, of Mexico City, who is a brother of Estaban Cantu, governor of 
Lower California, , 

Betancourt and Ignacia Pelaez told Godchaux that Governor Cantu had 
agreed to help the revolutionary leaders associated with Betancourt and par- 
ticularly these Mexiean revolutionary leaders in Sonora. 

At my suggestion Godchaux asked Betancourt and Pelaez what was the 
reason of Cantu giving his cooperation to himself (Betancourt) and the other 
Mexican revolutionary leaders, likewise in regard to assisting the Mexican 
revolutionary movement in the State of Sonora. Betancourt’s answer was 
that in this way Carranza who really wanted and hoped to be able to do so 
never could operate, if he decided to do so, an expedition out of the Mexican 
State of Sonorn against Governor Cantu of Lower California. 

Betancourt also stated that Cantu for the last year and a half had been 
making practice of financially backing the different Senora revolutionary par- 
ties for the reasons mentioned. 

From correspondence that Godchaux has seen to and from Jose Cantu, and 
Governor Estaban Cantu addressed to Betancourt I feel sure of the fact, as 
mentioned in my previous reports that the Mexican revolutionists have and 
tre still receiving assistance and cooperation from Governor Cantu. 


Continuation contidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice September 
4, 1918. Re participation Col Estaban Cantu. Mexican governor of Lower 
California, with various Mexican revolutionary leaders, likewise plans of the 
revolutionists to secure complete cooperation of Gov, Cantu. 


NEw ORLEANS, LA., September 27, 1918. 


AS mentioned in my previous reports Col. Estaban Cantu, Mexican governor 
of Lower California, for the last S or 12 months has been actively cooperating 
with all of the various Mexican revolutionary leaders. For full details regard- 
ing this matter refer you to my report of August 28, 1918, entitled: 

“Trip of F. R. Betancourt, Mexican revolutionary leader, of New Orleans, 
to Mexicala, Mexico, where he is to arrange plans with Gov. Estaban Cantu 
to smuggle arms and ammunition out of the United States to Mexican revolu- 
tionists in Sonora, Likewise pertaining to alleged participation and activities 
of Gov. Cantu with Mexican revolutonists.” 

During November, December, 1916, and also during the early part of January, 
1917. Miguel Tarriba, care of F.C. Brauet Co., Welsh Building, 244 California 
Street. San Francisco, Calif., had several conferences with Col, Estaban Cantu 
and his representatives in regard to securing the support of Cantu for the 
Felicista revolutionary movement in the Mexican State of Sonora. 

When Alfonso Hovola, of 35 Kennedy Street, Tucson, Ariz., got into trouble 
at New Orleans during May, 1917, at that time helped him out and incidentally 
secured from him many important papers and documents pertaining to the 
revolutionary movement in the Mexican State of Lower California. 

This also applies to Ignacio Pesquiera, of 629 North Seventh Avenue, Tucson. 
Ariz., Who was also in trouble at New Orleans, From Pesquiera and Noyola 
I secured many papers, likewise a great of information, all of which was for- 
warded at that time in reports to your department. 
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Learned from them at that time that Gov. Cantu, of Lower California, acting 
through Miguel Tarriba, care of F. G. Brauet Co., Welsh Building, 244 Cali- 
fornia Street, San Francisco, Calif., had cooperated with the revolutionary 
party in Sonora. 

Pesquiera's and Noyola’s statements regarding Cantu’s participation in their 
revolutionary movement in Sonora was that Cantu wanted to control the State 
of Sonora, so that in this way Carranza would never have the opportunity to 
snd troops from the Sonora coast over the Gulf of California against him 
(Cantu) in Lower California. 

The revolutionary leaders in Sonora at that time dissipated all of the money 
raise] for their movement. Also several of their leaders about that time were 
arrested and prosecuted in the United States courts. 

During March, 1917, Miguel Tarriba wrote a 12-page letter to Gen. Felix 
Diaz reviewing the entire revolutionary movement and other matters pertaining 
w sume, This letter was taken by Noyola and Pesquiera to Guatemala to be 
forwarded by them from there to Gen. Felix Diaz. They, however, failed to get 
it through to Gen. Diaz, and when they returned to New Orleans the letter fell 
into my possession. That part of his letter to Gen. Diaz referring to Cantu is as 
follows: 

$ 2 2 * 2 * * 
“CONFERENCIA CANTU: 

“Vd. recordars, Senor, Terriba sometio n su consideracion un proyecto para 
apoderarse en su nombre de la Baja California; todo marchaba bien y sin 
autorizacion no acnardo de Don Miguel para decirselo a Vd. de su peculio 
personal estuvo expensando los gastos hast llegar las cosas a su madurez, y es 
equi donde no teniendo el ya elementos propios tuvo que atenerse a las ofertas de 
Nueva York; estas desgraciadamente no fueron complidas y sobrevino la dela- 
cion de estos asuntos por una de los conjurados, y naturalmente la parision de la 
mayoria d los Jefes y oficiales que mandaban las fuerzas de Cantu. 

“Bajo este estado de animo de este Sr. para nosotros no es posible contar con 
su ayuda de una manera frances; pero su instinto natural de conservacion le 
indica la conveniencia de pro tegar la protegar Ja rebellion en Sonora, Ocultan- 
dole por necesidad Ja amistad que me liga al Sr. Tarriba y garantia dondole 
expresa de no atentar contra la estabilidad de su gobierno, obtuve de el una 
conferacla en virtud de la cual estoy segurode que nos prestara su avuda, a 
facilitandonos aramento, municiones y dinero y permitiendo que nos organicemos 
den tro de su territorio, sin astentacione si ni imprudencias que le compro- 
mentan; pero hay que tartar con el con plena autorizacion de Vd. pues natural- 
hente pretende la consolidacion futura de sus actos, si nostros Heganios a un 
exito, y en cao contrario no verse arroydao por nuestros fracasos Este Vd. 
Seguro de que si Hlegamos a un entendimiento en este puntos la conquista de 
Sonora sera un hecho, pues la Baja California es un punto verdaderamente 
strategico donde puede organizarse un verdadero ejercito, y el tiene elementos 
en abundancia para ayudarnos, Para legar al fin de que me permito hablarle, 
Seria indispensable que Vd. me acreditara ante el como su enviado para obtener 
de us parte su ayuda. Esta autorizacion deberia ser de caracter politico y en 
este orden lo suficientemente amplia para que el, sin retimencias, formulara sus 
Proposiciones, las cuales para su aceptacion deberian estar sujetas a la apro- 
tacion de Vd. El manejo de los fondos que en tal virtud proporcionara quedaria 
bajo el controll de los hombres de capital que al acuerdo con nostros en Sonora 
estan obrando y obran en el futuro, lamentando no poder indicar a Vd. a Don 
Miguel en este caso por el antecedante y expresado: pero podia Va. expedir un 
hbombramiento a tal efecto en favor del Ignacio Pesqueira a quien su patri- 
monia personal pone fuera de sospechas Es convenicuto en mi homilde con- 
eepto y salvo sumejor parecer, que el nombramiento que Vd. haga enmi favor y en 
el cual me autorice para tratar las bases politicas hajo hajo las cuales el Sr. 
Cantu preste su apovo al felicismo, se haga notar que enmanera alguna tales 
arreglos podran ser del dominio del ningun comitte directivo o politico signidi- 
ado que pudiera usar de este secreto. Digo a Vd. esto proque asi me lo indico 
muy claramente.” 

$ Py * * * * 

NoTe.—Copy of the entire letter of Tarriba to Gen. Diaz was forwarded by 

me at that time in my reports to your department. 


ikewise, as mentioned in my previous reports, Los Angeles, Calif., appar- 
ently is now rapidly becoming the headquarters of all of the various promi- 
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nent leaders of each of the Mexican revolutionary parties in the United States 
and Mexico. 

Betancourt is already on his way to Los Angeles. to make his home. so he 
claims, in that city; Narno Dorhecker told Godchaux that he expected to be in 
Los Angeles, Calif., within the next month or six weeks; Gen. S. R., Gral Don 
Francisco de P. Alvarez, has also stated he will be in Los Angeles within the 
next 60 days, and thereafter will make Los Angeles his headquarters, 

Betancourt also told Godchaux that from now on Gov, Estaban Cantu, 
who has for the last year been carefully arranging his plans along these lines, 
will in the future, in a quiet and confidential manner, be the real directing 
head of the entire revolutionary movement throughout Mexico and the United 
States. 

A great many of the strong, well-known. active, and popular leaders and 
supporters of the Felicista revolutionary movement in Texus, Arizona, New 
Mexico, and California during the last several months have been seduced 
away from the Felicista party by Betancourt, Gen. Alvarez, and other active 
supporters of Gov. Cantu. 

Betancourt also told Godchaux that Gen. Juan Almazan, the Mexican revo- 
lutionary Jeader in the State of Tamaulipas, with all of his officers, soldiers, 
supporters, and friends throughout that part of Mexico, are pledged to cooper- 
ate with Gen. Pelaez and Cantu. 

This also applies to the forces of Gen. J. Andreu Almazan, Gen. Caballero, 
Gen, Zaragosa, and all other Mexican revolutionary leaders in Tanmulipas, 
Coahuila. and other Mexican border States, all of whom have received assistance 
during the last year from Gen. Manuel Pelaez. 

Betancourt also claims that many of the strong Villista revolutionary lead- 
ers have likewise pledged their support to the Cantu-Palaez combination. 

Betancourt also claims that the Gutierrez brothers’ revolutionary combina- 
tion as mentioned in my confidential report of August 12, 1918. entitled “ The 
Gutierrez brothers and Felicista revolutionary combination against the Mexi- 
cun State of Coahuila,” have likewise pledged the support of all members of 
their party to the Cantu-Pelaez movement. 


Continuation confidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice of Septem- 
ber 4. 1918, re participation of Col. Estaban Cantu, Mexican governor of 
Lower California, in Mexican revolutionary activities, and his connection 
with Pablo Dato, sr., alien enemy and real power and brains behind Cantu. 


NEW ORLEAN, LA., October 23, 1918. 

As mentioned in my previous reports, Godchaux, through F. R. Betancourt 
and B. Calzado., had made arrangements with these parties to meet Gov. 
Cantu, and negotiate with him for the purchase of military arms and abr 
munition. 

Godchaux and Calzado, on October 18, arrived at Mexicali, Mex., from [4s 
Angeles, Calif. Upon their arrival at 10.30 a. m., Godehaux was introduced te 
Jacinto Barrera, secretary of state for Lower California, whose office is an 
anteroom of Gov. Cantu, and a few moments later Calzado and Godchaux were 
taken into Gov. Cantu's office, Where they saw Ramon Guerrero, private serre- 
tury of Gov. Cantu, who Godchaux had previously met on his first visit fo 
Mexicali. with Betancourt. Godcehaux was then introduced to Gov. Cantu by 
Barrera, 

After a conference of about two hours Gov. Cantu, who was very much in- 
terested during that time in the arms and ammunition proposition told 
Godchaux that he could use 10,000,000 T-mni. cartridges, also 1,500 rifes 
or carbines, and from 15 to 25 automatice rapid-fire guns. Cantu during 
this conversation told Godchaux that he intended to head the largest Mexican 
revolutionary movement Mexico ever had, and that he had gradually been per- 
recting his plans for the last year along these lines, and through his com- 
bination with Manuel Pelaez in the south, Villa in the center of Mexico, and 
with a complete perfected organization along the border, when he, Cantu, started 
his movement, that he would sweep everything from one end of the border to 
the other and then on into Mexico. 

Cantu gave Godchaux to understand that he had positive assurances throuzh 
his intimate friends and associates, who were powerful American business men, 
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that the United States State Department would favor him; likewise the same 
parties had told him the United States secret service people would close their 
ees and not interfere with the revolutionary activities of his associates and 
himself. In a very proud manner he at that moment, as an illustration of his 
pwer with the United States officials, said, “ Why they even have allowed me 
many times to secure arms and ammunition out of the United States.” 

Godchaux then asked how he expected to get such a large quantity of arms 
and ammunition into Mexico, and Cantu said, “ I want this equipment in car- 
load lots; and inasmuch as I know the United States guards at Calexico and 
they will do anything in the world for me, and also I ain not going to be inter- 
fered with by the United States authorities, therefore those carload lots of 
equipment could be shipped to me through Calexico into my territory in Mexico, 
chaux that he could use 10,000,000 7-mm. cartridges, also 1,500 rifles or 
earbines, and from 15 to 25 automatice rapid-fire guns. Cantu during this 
wnversation told Godchaux that he intended to head the largest Mexican 
towns across from the American towns mentioned our revolutionary leaders 
in those localities will at the same time be prepared to seize these towns.” 

Godchaux spent considerable of his time while in Calexico and Mexicali 
with Barrera, Guerrero, and one of Dato’s boys, also had lunch and dinner 
with these parties, 

On the afternoon of October 18, Godchaux, Calzado, Guerrero, and another 
Mexican by the name of Antonio Elosue went riding in a seven-passenger Pack- 
ard auto, driven by the youngest son of Pablo Dato. They drove out to a 
cotton plantation owned by the Dato family about 5 miles from Mexicali, in 
Mexico. This cotton plantation follows a little canal or water ditch close to 
the international dividing line between California and Mexico. This ditch or 
canal was shown to Godchaux as they passed where Calzado said he and other 
friends of Cantu had several times during the last year sent over the border 
quantities of ammunition for Cantu. 

Calzado, while talking to Godchaux on the train en route to Calexico, also 
when returning to Los Angeles, said that Cantu had the United States officials 
hypnotized into believing that Cantu was willing to do everything he possibly 
could to cooperate with the United States. Godchaux asked him how Cantu 
had worked it, and Calzado snid the United States believes that all they have 
to do is to ask Cantu for any slacker or deserter or German spy in his territory 
and that whatever party the United States wanted or asked Cantu for would 
then immediately be sent up to the American border and turned over to the 
United States. 

Calzado then bonastfully and in a laughing manner further said, “ Yes, Cantu 
Ilsa very wise one. and the only ones he ever kicked out of Lower California 
back into the United States that the authorities on this side of the river 
Wanted were a few hums that could never be of any use to Cantu.” 

While Godchaux was in Mexicali, Mexico, and Calexico, also while on the 
train from Calexico to Los Angeles, Calif.. he learned from Calzado and Jacinto 
Barrera, secretary of state for Lower California, and from Ramon Guerrero, 
private secretary of Cantu, likewise from information obtained from Betan- 
court and Martin de Leon, which shows from all of these available sources of 
information that all of them, likewise Cantu’s other friends and followers con- 
sider him to be personally a nice fellow, but they admit or state that he has 
heen made entirely by his father-in-law, Pablo Dato, sr., likewise that Pablo 
Dato, sr., has been and always will be the brains and executive leader behind 
Cantu, furthermore, that every move irrespective of its importance or not that 
antu makes, same is fully discussed, agreed upon, or planned by Pablo Dato, sr., 
an] that if Dato does not approve such plan or movement then in that event 
Cantu drops same. It is also the consensus of opinion among the parties men- 
tioned hereinbefore that to get anything out of Cantu it is first necessary to 
Win over Dato to their side. 

Calzado, Betancourt, and De Leon, due to leading questions suggested by me, 
find skillfully put to these parties by Godchaux, regarding Dato, secured in- 
formation from these parties that Dato and all of his family have always been 
&Xreelingly pro-German, likewise have been the actual heads of all real Ger- 
Mai propiganda and spy work that has been conducted on that part of the 

Tder before and since the United States entered the war. 

Such being the case as will be shown hereinafter, furthermore on account 
of the fact that Cantu and all of his officials and supporters have always been 
ully aware of the fact that Dato is a German alien enemy, and very active in 
is efforts for Germany, in that territory, therefore no other conclusion can pe 
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drawn but that all of the activities of Dato and his many German associates in 
Gov. Cantu’s territory (Lower California), has been at all times done with the 
knowledge, consent, approval, and undoubtedly with the assistance of Cantu 
and his associates. 

Pablo Dato, sr., is Known to be a German alien enemy, and if necessary can 
furnish your department positive proof to that effect. He was born in Gross- 
ner, Germany, June 11, 1840. On December 18, 1865, he was appointed acting 
German consul in Paris, France. On May 30, 1868, he was notified that his 
Majesty the Prussian King, had conferred on him the Imperial Order of the 
Crown of the fourth class. On August 9, 1897, Dato registered with the Ger- 
man consul at Guaymas., Mexico, and again on August 25, 1897, Dato registered 
as a German subject with the German consul at Acapaico, Mexico; Dato also 
in China, was a German consul general for Germny. Dato before the United 
States entered the war and also since, has been the head of the German in- 
formation bureau in Lower California, and gave financial assistance to many 
German agents in Mexico, who were engaged in securing and sending informa- 
tion from the United States to the German ambassador at Mexico City. 

It is also a known fact that Pablo Dato for several years has claimed to be 
a naturalized American citizen. AS a matter of fact he never has become an 
American citizen. Godchaux also learned while in Mexicali and Calexico, that 
Dato is in direct and constant communication with German consuls at Guay- 
mas, and other Mexican towns, and with the German ambassador at Mexico 
City. 

In 1863 Pablo Dato served for over a year as a volunteer in the German 
Army. I understand that Pablo Dato married a Mexican woman and that they 
have six children, Fred, William, Gustave, Anna, Paul, and Adolph Dato. 

Also understand that each of his sons have always been pro-German, and were 
likewise active with their father in his German activities. 

Pablo Dato has been and is on very intimate terms with Adolph Garcia, who 
is said to be a German agent at Mexicali. Garcia is known to have received 
telegrams and letters from the German consul at Guaymas in regard to remit- 
tances of money to him from the German consul at that place and has likewise 
hud in his possession at Mexicali drafts and checks in his favor from Rade 
macher, the German consul at Guaymas, who is a member of the firm of Rade 
macher-Mubller & Co. at Guaymas. 

Pablo Dato, sr., as mentioned hereinbefore, has always been the absolute 
directing power behind Gov. Cantu, and has controlled Cantu in all of his 
activities in the past, as he will continue to do in the future. Closely cooperat- 
ing with Pablo Dato, sr., Manuel L. Lugan, Cantu’s legal adviser and his 
personal intimate friend, also his secretary of state for Lower California. 
Jacinto Barrera. 

It will be well for the United States when considering the advisability of 
centralizing their hopes on Cantu as a prabable solution of the Mexican ques 
tion, or even as a friendly hitehing post in time of trouble with Mexico, in the 
future to seriously consider before so doing the fact that his father-in-law, 
Pablo Dato, sr., and many other Germans who are closely affiliated with Dato 
are the ones who absolutely control Cantu. now and for the future, and such 
being the cense Germans, as they have been and always will be, therefore the 
United States as it looks to me will have but very little chance for an even break 
as far as the Dato-Cantu combination is concerned regarding future Mexican 
affairs in which the United States may be expecting to use the friendly interest 
of Cantu. 

All of my reports to your department has contained information just 
as I find it whether for or against friends or enemies, likewise whether 
favorable or unfavorable regarding myself. Several yvears ago I secured 
the original leads, worked them out, and broke up the transaction which 
showed at that time, that had secretly agreed to accept employment as 
attorney for the Felicista Mexican revolutionary party at Washington, and 
that the principal part of his work to be done for them was to endeavor to 
seduce the opinions of Mr. Lane, Secretary of the Interior, Cone Johnson. of 
the State Department, and other United States officials as to the benefits the 
United States would receive by recognizing or giving their support to the Fell- 
cista Party. 

I Jater secured and sent forward to your department photographic copies of 
Jetters passing between Gen, Felix Diaz and his wife and others closely allied 
with him, which showed his utter contempt and hatred for the United States, 
and his intention if war occurred between the United States and Mexico to fight 
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ide by side with Carranza against this country, irrespective of the fact that 
wen at that moment Pedro del Vilar, his representative in the United States, 
@s assuring the State Departinent of the great friendship of Felix Diaz, and 
hat he would also support the United States if our Army went into Mexico. 

tI likewise secured and sent forward to your department several hundred origi- 

gl letters passing between Carranza and many of his prominent officials, to and 

om eich of the revolutionary leaders in all of the Central American countries 

Ith the exception of Costa Rica, which showed, as I hnd previously reported 

t over a year, that Carranza, as I now know it to be so, was financing with 

erman money various revolutionary movements in Central America. These 

iginal letters and reports covering a period of over two years to a certain 
tent prevented Germany through Carranza from obtaining a stong foothold 

Central America, likewise broke up practically all of these revolutionary 

overnents. 

I have likewise in times past secured and sent forward to your department 

iginal and photographic copies of many important letters, contracts, docu- 

ents, ete, Which showed the affiliations and connections and plans of many 
vminent Americans, financiers, and others with Mexican and Central Ameri- 

D revolutionary affairs. 

I fully realize that I am making some very strong statements regarding 

Se matters, particularly so as I believe the State Department may be in- 

bel to have some confidence in Cantu. due to certain representations that 

ve been made to them in regard to the ability and friendliness of Cantu 

t the United States. 

However, I am willing to risk the reputation I believe I have made during 

! last several years with your department regarding the accuracy of my 

ets pertaining to Mexican and Central American affairs, and which Chief 
Bielaski during September, 1918, personally told me that the State Depart- 
Ment considered my reports regarding Mexican and Central American affairs 
the best they received. Many of such reports at the time they were rendered 
appeared to be pipe dreams, which later were substantiated by documentary 
evidence or by information secured by other parties for your depurtment. 

I mention the foregoing facts to qualify my statement to the effect that 
sooner or later your department will secure from other available sources 
œntirmation of the information given herein and my statements to the 
effect that the Americans who are alleged to be backing Cantu are also 
alleged, simply for the profits they can make, have and are endeavoring to 
Secure the assistance of the United States for Cantu and his other revolu- 
tionary associates.’ 

If this is ever accomplished then in that event the United States will have 
to face the fact that if Cantu is ever President or dictator of Mexico that his 
every move will be made only on the advice or by the suggestion of his 
father-in-law, Pablo Dato, sr., a proven German alien enemy, and one who 


a always be bitter in his thoughts, plans, and actions toward the United 
States, 


INFORMATION REGARDING PABLO DATO, GERMANY'S CONFIDENTIAL AGENT IN LOWER 
CALIFORNIA, AND ALONG THE ARIZONA, NEW MEXICO, AND CALIFORNIAN BORDER. 


Paul Dato. alias Pablo Dato, as shown in the file regarding this party, was 
born on June 11, 1840, at Grossen on der Order, Prussia, and served as a volun- 
teer in the German Army. For over a year he was in the German diplomatie 
rvice in China, and for about a year and a half, as shown in detail herein- 
after, served as acting consul general for Germany at Paris, France. He ar- 
nivel in the United States via steamship Percire from Germany at the port of 
New York on the 2°d day of August, 1869. 

He is the father-in-law of Gov, Estaban Cantu, Mexican governor of Lower 

dlifornia. 

During Angust of 1874 he left San Francisco, Calif., for Guaymas, Mexico, 
and in a few months thereafter went to Muleje, Lower California, where he 
Was supposed to have been the secretary of the Lower California Lead & Silver 
lining Co. He remained their until the latter part of February, IS75, and in 
March, 1875, returned to Sun Francisco, and he remained there for two months 
and then returned to Guaymas., Muleje, Mexico, and remained in that part of 

€xiCo until 1883. 

hortly after his return in Mexico he married a Mexican woman in Prove. 
dencia in 1881, whose name was Donaciana, and who was a native of Sonora. 

July 13, 1882, his oldest son, Fred, was born at Sonora, Mexico, 


lie 
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During 1883 he returned to San Francisco and remained about 10 days, and 
then returned to his home in Lower California. On March 17, 1886, his second 
son, William, was born at San Jose de Guaymas. In 1888 Gustave, his third 
son, was born at Guaymas, and on May 6. 1891, his daughter, Anna, was also 
born at Guaymas. On June 1 Paul Dato, jr., was born in Sonora, Mexico, and 
on February 24, 1897, his fifth son, Adolph Dato, was born in Sonora, Mexico, 
Therefore all of his children were born in Mexico. 

For a good many years in the past, Pablo Dato repeatedly claimed thar he 
Was a naturalized American citizen, and that all of his children were Americans 
and had been born in the United States. This is a deliberate falsehood. His 
record also shows since 1906 and up to including 1918 that he was a regular 
voter in all of the city, county, State or national elections at Calexico, Calif. 
where he has maintained his home since 1906. Each time he voted ns an 
American, and when he did so knew that he was not a citizen of the United 
States. 

When Germany declared war on the Allies Pablo Dato appeared before Perry 
Windener, the German consul at Los Angeles, Calif., and registered as a German 
subject. 

At the start of the European war, insomuch as Pablo Dato represented him- 
self as an American citizen he therefore was able to come and go with his sons 
across the border, this being due to the fact that he had secured as an American 
citizen an immigration card permit to come and go over the border. 

Several years ago his daughter, Anna, or Anita, married Pstaban Cantu, 
Mexican governor of Lower California. Cantu is decidedly a weak character, 
and is extremely susceptible to flattery or suggestions made by any one in whom 
he has even the slightest amount of confidence. Therefore Pablo Dato and his 
sons, and others who were strictly pro-German that Pablo Dato drew around 
him. have always been, and still are, the directing power behind Cantu. 

At the outbreak of the European War, Pablo Dato immediately took charge of 
all of the spy and propaganda work for Germany in Lower California and in 
the United States along that part of the border of Arizona, New Mexico, and 
Tower California, and as directing head of all of the German spy and propa- 
ganda systems in that section, so it is said of him. secured greater results for 
Germany in everyway than any other German was able to secure along the 
border. 

His son-in-law, Gov. Cantu. of Lower California, from 1916 up to and in- 
uding October, 1919, carefully followed out all instructions of his father-in- 
ltw. Pablo Dato, m regard to helping Germany's cnuse in Lower California. 
During this time Cantu did everything in his power to convinee United Stites 
officials in that part of the country and likewise of Washingon. that he, Cantu, 
wis the true and firm friend of the United States. 

And in the end, so it is alleged. Cantu was able to convince the State Depart- 
ment that he was really friendly with the United States. This enabled Cantu 
on account of his presumed friendship for the United States to secure many 
favors and practically operate along that part of the border with a free hand. 
Therefore on account of the belief that the United States had in him, Cantu 
and his father-in-law, Pablo Dato, with his German spy and propaganda system 
was able to operate same up to October, 1918. almost with a free band, and 
whieh resulted in him after the United States entered the war in rendering 
service to Germany along these lines that from a standpoint of its value fo 
Germany could never be estimated. 

During that time Pablo Dato resided at Calexico. Calif., which is across the 
border from Mexicala, Lower California. He was during this time on close and 
intimate terms with the, officials of the Calexieo national bank which was 
alleged to be a pro-German institution. Dato was likewise a heavy depositor 
in that bank, and in their safety deposit vaults held three safety deposit boxes in 
his name. Among the intimate friends at Calexico connected with this bank 
was F. Cloake, as president. and William Gutimiann, as cashier. Al of his sons 
likewise When on the Mexican side of the border were extremely pro-German 
and likewise participated in all of the German spy and propaganda plans of 
their father. 

During 1917 Fred Dato was convicted in the United States courts on a charge 
of conspiracy in an attempt to take arms and ammunition to Mexico, For this 
offense he was sentenced to serve 10 menths imprisonment and to pay a fine of 
810.000. Phe United States Government, however, are alleged to have allowed 
his ease to drag along due to the fact that they did not want to offend his 
brother-in-law. Gov. Estaban Cantu. 
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During 1917 Pablo Dato and all of his sons constantly carried out of Santiago 
anıl Calexico into Mexico, many thousands of dollars worth of farin machinery 
and food products, likewise handled so it is said several hundreds of dollars of 
gold which they carried into Mexico. This resulted in a charge being made in 
the United States courts against Fred Dato in 1917 on a charge of violation of 
the espionage laws for iHegallv taking into Mexico without the proper licenses, 
certain farm machinery and food products from the United States. This charge 
was also held np so it is alleged, by orders from Washington, due to the fact 
that it might offend his brother-in-law, Gov, Estaban Cantu. if the case was 
pushed. 

After the United States authorities woke up to exactly what the Dato family 
were and realized that Gov. Cantu's friendship for the United States meant 
nothing, it then resulted in the United States authorities during October or 
November, 1918, forcing Fred Dato to end his cases im the courts, and which 
resulted in Fred Dato paying a fine of $5,000. 

The three safety deposit boxes of Pablo Dato. at Calexico National Bank 
were numbers 54, 87, 99. When these were opened by United States authorities 
they contained positive proof regarding Pablo Dato, sros German citizenship, 
also regarding his German spy and propaganda system along the border. 

Pablo Dato during the war repeatedly signed checks or indorsed notes for 
Mexicans who were known German operatives on the Mexican side of the 
border. 

Pablo Dato maintained at Calexico an underground clearing house which 
resulted during 1916, 1917, and 1918 in many Germans being able to leave the 
United States by Calexico, San Diego, Caiif., or at other various border points 
in California, Arizona, and New Mexico. ; 

He secured from Von Eckhart, the German ambassador at Mexico City, the 
necessary funds to erect at Mexicala a powerful and fully equipped wireless 
station, which was in constant operation and which was at all times in direct 
and constant connnunication with the German consuls at Guaymas and Mazat- 
lan and from those towns relayed to the German Embassay at Mexieo City. 
Messages all during this time were constantly sent and received through these 
channels which enables them without any interference to freely have the oppor- 
tunity for the transmission of information from the United States to the Ger- 
man Embassy at Mexico City, and to do so by this wireless was a simple and 
immediate matter. Pablo Dato is known to have repeatedly boasted that 
Wireless messages had been sent from Mexicala by Guaymas and Mazatlan to 
Mexico City aud an answer received within from an hour and a half to two 
hours, 

It is also a known fact that Pablo Dato was the active paymaster along that 
hart of the border for Von Eckhart, the German ambassador to Mexico City, 
aul that prior to the start of the European war Pablo Dato and all his sons, 
also Gov. Estaban Cantu were all at times from a financial standpoint exceed- 
ingly hard up; after the war broke out it became an extremely noticeable fact 
that all of the Dato boys, their father, and Gov. Cantu were extremely well 
fixed financially, They then became owners of three expensive automobiles 
and the Dato boys began spending each day large amounts of money. 

Many of the Mexican officials of the Cantu administration also became tinan- 
cially well fixed at that time. Names of these Mexicans will be mentioned 
hereinafter. 

On the night of the day that the news was received in Mexicala that the 
Lusitania hud been sunk by German submarines there was held at Gov. Cantus 
house a banquet which was given in honor of the naval power of Germany; 
Pablo Dato and all of his sons were there, likewise a large number of Gov. 
Cuntu’s officers and several Germans. 

At the time Pablo Dato’s bank accounts, property, and safety deposit boxes 
Were seized by the United States officials in Calexico during April or May of 
191S, $8,000 was found to the credit of Pablo Dato, $4,000 of which was in a 
Savings account, and $4,000 in a cheeking aecount. A few days prior to the 
time the property was seized it was said that he and his sons drew out of the 
bank at Calexico, and from other banks in San Diego and Los Angeles, Calif., 
Nn excess of $75.000 gold. 

Another account at the Calexico National Bank it is alleged, stood in the name 
of Carlotta T. Dato, by Pablo Dato, agent. This account is said to have been 
n excess of $5,000, and Carlotta is a sister of Pablo Dato and resides in 

trmany, 

In and Within a few miles around Mexieala there are from 20 to 25 Germans 
€mploved on farms. At one time on the Beeker Ranch. which is leased by 
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Martinez, there were said to have been quite a number employed, as high as % 
at one time. All of these Germans were constantly in conference with Pablo 
Dato, Gov. Cantu, or the various Dato boys. 

All during 1917 end 1918 there were from 10 to as high as 25 itinerant 
Germans in Mexicala, whe invariably upon their arrival there immediately got 
in touch Pablo Date. Such Germans were going and coming all the time, and 
whenever necessary were said to have been financed by Pablo Dato or Adolph 
Garcia, and were then sent south to Guaymes or to Mexico City. 

Among those known to have been active participants in German spy and 
propaganda work at Mexienla, and Guaymas, Lower California, Calexico, San 
Diego and Los Angeles, Calif., also at other border points, who at all times were 
acting under orders and instructions of Pablo Dato, sr., are the following: Gov. 
Estaban Canta, Mexican governor of Lower California: Paul Dato, jr. Mexicala, 
Lower California; Gustave Dato, Mexiesla, Lower California: William Dato, 
Mexienlo, Tower California; Jacinto Barrera, secretary of state for Lower 
California, Mexicala, Lower California: Gen. Cordillo Escudero, Mexicala, 
Lower California; Ramon Guerrero, Mexicala, Lower California; Gustave 
Buinzo, Nogales, Ariz.; Paul Krause, an Austrian living for a time in San 
Diego, Calif.. and while there operated a livery car which was supposed to have 
been furnished bim by the Dato boys. Kranse knows the Dato boys, as they 
were schoolmates together: Fred Dato, Mexicala, Lower California; Adolph 
Nato, Mexicala, Lower California; Rafael Cantu, Mexico City, Mexico, and Meyi- 
eala, Lower California; M. Guerrera, private secretary of Gov. Estaban Cantu, 
Mexieala, Lower California: and Col. Cerduche, 

The folowing Germans and Mexicans were very active in German spy ang 

| propaganda work under the direction of Pablo Dato, and the German consuls 
in Lower California and along the border: Gustavo Buinzo, Nogales, Ariz., 
G. Hans. Mazatlan, Mexieo: Roberto Still, Mazatlan and Guaymas, Mexico: 
L. Constaneia, Guaymas and Mexienala, Mexieo: A. Rademacher, German consul 
at Guaymas. Mexico; Col. Jose T. Cantu, Mexico City and Mexicala, Mexico, 
a brother of Gov. Estaban Cantu; Gen. P. Blias Cuties, seeretary of commerce 
and industry in Carranza`s cabinet, also ex-governor of Senora: Lathor Witehe 
(alias Pablo Wabirski), operated in and across the border from Texas, Arizona, 
New Mexieo, and Lower California, now in military prison at San Antonie under 
court-martial, sentenced to death: Fernando Gregoir. Mazatlan, Mexico: C. R. 
Lines, Mazathen. Mexico: Max Cohen. Guaymas, Mexico; ——— Muller, of 
Guaymas, Mexico: W. R. Reachy, one of the secretaries of Gov. Cantu. Las 
Angeles, Calif... Calexico, Calif. and Mexieala, Mexico; Gen. Carlos Plank. 
' Mexican military commander in northern Sonora: Capt. Cailles, commander 
thirty-fourth detachment of Mexican troops on the Colorado side in the State 
of Sonora. 

One of Pablo Dato’s most suecessful agents at Mexicala, Mexico, and Calexico, 
Calif.. and along the Sonora border, was Adolph Garcia. who after the United 
States entered the war was actively engaged in various German spy and propa- 
ganda efforts in behalf of Pablo Dato. Garci keeps a general store at Mexicala 
and has a large warehouse in the rear. He employs two Germans, both of 
whom are clerks in his store: neither one of these parties were but very seldom 
in Mexicala and are alleged to have acted as messengers for Pablo Dato between 
Mexienta and various towns and cities in Mexico. One of these parties is a 
tall, slim fellow, pale complexion, and about 44 years of age, and is Known as 
Gnstave. The other is young (about 25 vears of age). red faced and appar- 
ently a sailor, very strongly built, and is known by the name of Christian . 

During the latter part of Mareh, 1918, Garcia. while intoxicated, exhibited 
a wireless telegram received at the local wireless station in Mexicala froin the 
German Embassy at Mexico City. The telegram read: 

“Am instructing consul in Guaymas to remit to you. Will send more later.” 


Garcia then endeavored to have a draft cashed which came from Herman 
Rademacher, the German consul at Guaymas, who is a member of the firm of 
Ruademacher-Muller & Co., at Guaymas. The draft was for $800. 

art of this money, it was understood, was to repay Garcia for having 

-sdvanced something in excess of $300 to five men who had been sent south by 
Garcia. These five men were Germans and are said to have been the same men 
who were captured on board The Alerander Agassiz. These five men Jeft Mexi- 
cala during February. 1918. proceeded eastward and crossed the Colorado 
River near Monument 204. They were guided by the German clerk of Garcia. 
Christian. Upon reaching the Sonora side they were met by Capt. Calles. of 
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the Mexican Army, who is in command of the Thirty-fourth detachment of 
troops on the Colorado side in the Mexican State of Sonora. Cales furnished 
guides and burros for these five men and sent them eastward across the Sonora 
desert fo some point where it was presumed they would connect with the rail- 
road south of Guaymas. 

Garcia during the early part of 1918 was very jubilant over the German 
advances that at that time were being made in France. During March he 
deposited in bank $500 gold, which was in the form of postal money orders from 
Herman Rademacher, the German consul at Guaymas. 

Garcia repeatedly during 1917 and 1918 borrowed several different «amounts 
of money at the Mexicala Bank. These amounts ranged from S200 to $1,000, 
all of which he is suid to have repaid. His notes were always indorsed by 
Pablo Dato: 

Adolph Garcia‘is said to be an extremely well-educated man, speaks English, 
French, Spanish, and German. He is by no means such a man as would engage 
for his living as a regular business in a small mercantile establishment such 
as he was operating in Mexicala, and which is said to be simply us fur as the 
business is concerned a blind. 

He is a heavy drinker and gambles. and his gambling losses have always 
been very heavy. He always carried with him, so it is said, from $500 to $1,000 
so that he will be able to supply traveling Germans on the way to Mexico City 
or other places in Mexico with funds. 


BIKTH CERTIFICATE OF PARLO DATO, CONFIDENTIAL GERMAN AGENT IN LOWER 
CALIFORNIA. 


The following is translation of an original document in the German lan- 
guage: 

This birth certificate also shows that in 1863 Pablo Dato served as a one- 
year volunteer in the Prussian Army. 

"Birth certificate of Adolph Paul Dato: 

“In the respective register of the Church of Grassen, there was entered on 


the 2ist day of June, 1840, the following: 

“Adolph Paul, born June 11, 1840, mother, Caroline Frederike Dato; father, 
Carl Frederich Dato: baptizsed this date. 

“This certificate is extended without charge. 


“Given at Grossen Mareh 8. 1858. i 
t (GEMBER, 


“Supt. and High Pastor of the City.” 


NOTIFICATION FROM THE COUNT SOLMS. THE GERMAN CHARGE D'AFFAIRES AT PARIS, 
FRANCE, TO PABLO DATO, REGARDING CREDENTIALS OF PABLO DATO TO WEAR THE 


GERMAN DECORATION, THE ROYAL CROWN. 
To Mr. Pact Dato, Associate of the Mission Duchemin, Ducasse et Cie, Paris. 
[Printed letterhead Prussian Embassy in France] 


Panis, Angust 6, 1868.. 

Sin: Referring to my letter of June 18, to-day I take pleasure in inelosing the 
proper credentials authorizing you to wear the order of the Royal Crown of the 
Fourth Class, 

Accept assurances of my highest consideration. 

The chargé d'affaires: 

COUNT SOLMS. 
Mr. Pact DATO, 
Paris, No, 10 Rue de Engtien. 


CITATION FROM TIIE GERMAN EMPEROR DECORATING PABLO DATO WITH THE IMPERIAL 
ORDER OF THE CROWN. 


The following is translation from the original in the German language: 

‘On orders from his majesty, the King. the general conmnnission in charge 
of the royal Prussian orders. hereby attests that his majesty has gracefully 
“needed to the merchant, Paul Dato. of Paris. 
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“The imperial order of the crown of the fourth elass and it herewith 
extends the proper credentials bearing our seal and signature, 
“General commission of the royal Prussian orders : 
~ COUNT SOLMS.” 
BERLIN, Mau 30, 1868. 


. 


NOTIFICATION FROM THE GERMAN “CHARGE D'AFFAIRES” AT PARIS, FRANCE, TO 
PABLO DATO REGARDING DECORATIONS PRESENTED TO HIM RY THE EMPEROR OF 
GERMANY. 


The following is translation from the original document. which was written 
in French: 
[Printed letterhead, Prussian Embassy in France.] * 


* Paris, June 15, Sts. 


“Sir: The King, ny august master, has conferred upon you his order of the 
Royal Crown of the fourth class (cross of a Knight), you so well deserved. 

“By handing vou this high distinction I request you to acknowledge receipt 
and the proper credentials will be extended to you. 

“ Receive, sir, my congratulations and the assurance of my distinguished 
consideration. i 

“For the Ambassador of Prussia. 

“The Chargé (Affaires : 

“Count SoLms.” 


COPY OF THE APPOINTMENT OF PABLO DATO AS ACTING GERMAN CONSUL IN 
PARIS, FRANCE. 


The following is the correct translation from the original document, written in 
the German language: 


“ STUTTGART, December 19, 1865. 


“Your Honor: Yours of tbe 14th instant I have received and had the honor 
to inform myself that the Royal consul, Mr. Glaenzer, during his absence has 
appointed you to act in his place and that you gracefully accepted. 

“I hasten to express to you my approval of the decision of the Royal consul 
and hereby express to you at the same time my high appreciation for having 
accepted the representation of this consulate, and it would afford me pleasure 
to enter into oflicial relations with you. 

“ WAMBULLER.” 

His Honor, the representative of the Royal consul at Paris. 

Mr. Paul Dato, whose direct address is not known to me. 


CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION OF PABLO DATO AS A GERMAN CITIZEN, BEFORE THE 
SUBPREFECT AT MULEJE, LOWER CALIFORNIA. y 


The following is correct translation of the original written in the Spanish 
language : 

“To the subprefect of the Center Part, Muleje. Lower California. 

“Pablo Data, a German citizen, a resident of Santa Rosalia, Lower Cali- 
fornia, appears before you and respectfully states: 

“Having acquired real estate property in the port of Santa Rosalia, being 
married to a Mexican woman, who now is the mother of two children, in 
aceord with the provisions contained in Article I, Capital V of the law govern- 
ing the naturalization of foreigners, dated May 2, 1886. and being inside the 
limit of time set in referred to article, hereby express my desire to conserve 
my German citizenship. 

“Tn virtue whereof I beg that this, my expressed desires, be admitted and 
that n certified copy be furnished me. 

“T swear that I proeeed in good faith. 

u anto Rosanna, Noreniber 15, 1856. 

“Two stamps of 50 cents cach duly caneeted, 

“On the margin a seal—Mexiean coat of arms, reading, ‘Subprefeeture of 
the Center Part of Lower California. ” 
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Muleje, November 18, 1886, presented under this date the above petition, 
note has been made in the respective book. Return original to petitioner. 
Approved and signed by the subprefect of the Center Part of Lower California, 
in presence of the official clerk. 

J. YGNACIO ARIO, 
Ramon MERIRO, Clerk. 


“The original has been delivered as ordered, after due entry had been made 
in the respective book.” 


Data REGARDING THE ORIGINAL GERMAN ORGANIZATION WHICH IN MEXICO 
HANDLED THEIR ECONOMICS AND WAR PROPAGANDA, 


Pablo Dato, sr.. was very active in this organization. 

lt was known as the Verband Deutscher Reichsangerhoriger (Union of Sub- 
jects of the German Empire) with headquarters in the Boker Building, Mexico 
City, and has branches and agents as follows: 

Mexico: —— Krause, Julio Blumenkow, Augustin Grosset, Ernest Grether, 
Haus Muller, Karl Janke, head of German seeret service in Mexico; B. Von 
Lubek, Boker Building: Theodo Reh Sehumacher, Box 1388; Hugo Marquardt, 
Za San Agustin 56: Franz Boker, Mexican Hardware Co., Box 149; Dr. Emil 
Boese, S. Pedro los Pinos Avenue 16 No. 2315, care of Ketelson & Degetau. 

Chihuahua: Max Fishbaum, Herman Kreigsmann, Otto Brelefield, Herman 
Pless. Von Keik. 

Ciudad Juarez: Frederiets Reuther. German consul ut Juarez; S. Blancas. 

Durango: Rodolfo Schommer, Peters. 

Guadalajara: Paul Hansen, Hans Deeke, Karl Paulsen. 

Guaymas: Max Cohen, L. Constancia, Gustave Iberi, A. Rademacher, German 
«onsul; Hnos. Muller, partner of Rademacher. 

Mexicala: Frederick, Gustave, Adolph, Pablo, jr, Williams, W. R. Reachy, 
and Pablo, sr., Dato. 

Mazatlan : Fernando Gregoir, G. Himback, G. Hans, C. R. Lings, Robert Stoll, 


Melchers Suers. 


Merida, Yucatan: W. Dirks, Maurice Galler, Adolphus Struek, Augustine 
Lewels, Kumm Heller, Emil Motler, Consul F. Guekler. 

Monterey: R. A. Bremer, J. Cram, L. Langstruth, Adolf Schefold. 

Parral: Edgar Koch, K. Staltforth, Eduardo Koch. 

Puerto Mexico: G. C. Souffront, care of Hamburg American Line, Box 72. 

Nan Luis Potosi: Consul George Unna, Ozuna. 

Tampico: Car) Heynan, K. Eversbusche. 

Tepic: Z. Guzeman, Julius Delius. 

Torreon: Julian Lark, Normehbren. 

Vera Cruz: Arturo Arrieta, Pedro Basaner, Rudolph von Lubek, Guillernto 
Busing. 

Zacatecas: Herman Reimers. 

Montezuma: Joseph Korn. 

Matormois: H. Escehreck. 

Nuevo Laredo: Capt. K. Hinsch, German Army officer: Herman Ruckheim. 

Nogales, Ariz.: Gustave Buinzo, H. J. Woodi. 

The publie head of this society is R. von Lubek, who lives at 28 Calle, Ber- 
lin, and has offices in Boker Building, Mexico City. He is a retired merehant, 
formerly of the firm of Robert Boker & Co., one of the leading hardware com- 
panies in the City of Mexico. Fritz Nommer, son of B. Sommer, one of the 
leading jewelers in Mexico City, traveling throughout Mexico organizing and 

rthering the work of this society. 

There is also a committee organized under Von Lubek for active work in 
the Mexican Army. The German Army officer in charge of this work is Capt. 

leardo W. Schwierz, who worked through some 40 German officers in that 

ody, This committee also works through Col. José del Campo, Corps of En- 
neers, Mexican Army: Cuatro Cienegas and Saltillo, Capt. Herman Ruek- 
heim, Nuevo Laredo, Cal. Carlos Plank, of Sonora; Gen, P. Elias Calles, of 
fone: and a Spaniard named Gurdiola, editor of La Regeneracion, of Sal- 

0. 

The society furnishes inspiration and financial backing for the following 
papers in Mexico City: Boletin de ht Guerra, Tnformaciones en las Americas, 
Tonica Alemana, Duetsehe Zeitung von Mexico, and all has subsidized the 


3026 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


following dailies: El Democrata. In Monterrey it subsidizes the following: El 
Heraldo Europeo. It also furnishes pro-German news for Mexican papers, 
and, in connection with La Sociedad lbero Americana de Hamburg and Trans 
ocean, of Berlin, publishes and distributes pamphlets on the German side of 
questions. It encourages business men to advertise in Mexican new-papers 
and thereby gains their interest and assistance in spreading pro-German news 
and kultur. lt publishes posters, which are seen throughout the leading cities 
of Mexico, and provides lectures’ on various subjects. It has organized socie- 
ties of Boy Scouts to drill and train in German fashion, The intluence is felt 
throughout the department of public schools. as shown by their training, which 
includes the “ goose step.” Another committee of this society arranges for 
free courses of German in the schools; another is charged with providing a 
hospital. 

During the strained times with the United States the Germans throughout 
Mexico showed most lively sympathy with the Mexicans, and promised them 
active nid in ease of war between Mexico and the United States. Recently 
Von Lubek wired all German consuls in Mexico of the enthusiastic reception 
awarded the German minister, and of the hissing and anti-American senti- 
ment shown the American ambassador at the opening of Congress, and re- 
quested them to see that same was published in Mexican towns and papers. 

The following letter covers the organization and intentions of the society: 


APRIL 15, 1916. 
From: Verband Deutscher Deichsaungehoringer, Box 1221. Mexico City. 
To: Deutscher Wirtschaftverband, Central and South America, 28 Potsdamer 

Str., Berlin, W-35. 

This is to advise of the organization in this society as far back as June 16 
last. As your association is oceupied in Latin-American countries, our society 
will pursue the :ame course here. It is not practical for us to aid Germany 
by force of arins, so our main intention will be to aid all possible in an aco- 
nomic manner, 

The society was founded June 16, having 164 members, and the first com- 
mittee was chosen October 12, at which time the propaganda was circulated. 
in the capital and throughout the interior, and at the same time 245 Ger- 
mans of the empire joined in the capital and 113 from the interior, making @ 
total of 522. 

As you can readily see from reading our statutes, we will accept none as 
members save native-born Germans, and their nationality must be proven be- 
yond doubt. That proscription: also permitted the imperial authorities to 
recognize the nationality of 60 Germans. Moreover, there is a great number 
of Germans who for various reasons “ by not observing the ancient regulations 
lost their nationality,” have regained their standing as Germans and have been 
. rehabilitated under the new liberal rules of the association, and it is to be 
hoped that excelent results will emanate from this source. 

Up till the present a great number of publications on the war have been 
circulated in the cities and throughout the country dealing from the German 
viewpoint, by the Ausschuss fur Verteilung von Aukklaruns Material who 
have been working for three months, and a great number of Mexicans have 
been convinced that we are in the right, in the methods of conducting the 
war and our spirit of German culture, Also the following teehnical works and 
serials have been distributed: “ The Great War in Description.” “The Actual 
War,” “The Discourse of the Chancellor of September 12, 1915,” “ The War 
and the Right of Dr, Ed. Llorens.” The stories contained in the Herald, of 
Hamburg, received here in December met with great approval. 

The cireulation of propaganda will be assured by means of 29 loeal com- 
mittees and other members throughout the country, and we are hopeful of the 
greatest results. 

Free courses in German have been instituted in the German schools. by 
Mexican instructors without special effort on the part of our asseciatiod, 
although a part of the general plan of the committee, and has been received 
with great approval by the public, and adds to our propaganda. By this 
means the public will be given to understand Germany and to receive the true 
communications of our general staff on happenings of the war, and the public 
will be disposed to accept our announcements. 

It is desired to begin the immediate construction of a German hospital, which 
will be a great impulse to our colony and will demonstrate to our following, 
the power of German science, German ability, and the German spirit of 
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organization. If the Empire approves and will give aid it will be a great point 
for our propaganda. A committee of physicians has this matter under study 
from the scientific point of view. 

The colony of Germans of the Empire here is relatively small, and the 
economical setbacks of the country for the past five years have greatly hindered 
our spirit of enterprise against the economical strength of our enemies. 

Address the correspondence for the president to Ad., Christliebsan, Apartado 
58, Mexico, or to the secretary, Hugo von den Steinen, Apartado 1221, Mexico. 


Continuation confidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice re trip of 
F. R. Betancourt from New Orleans to Los Angeles, to make arrangements 
with Gov. Cantu of Lower Californian regarding arms apd ammunition to 
be run out of the United States. 

NEW ORLEANS, LA., November 23, 1918. 


My report of September 23, 1918, will give you full information regarding ne- 
gotiations between Betancourt and Godchaux regarding the proposed arms and 
ammunition transaction with Gov. Estaban Cantu of Lower California. 

Betancourt left New Orleans as mentioned in my report of’ September 23, 
at 7.30 p. m. Saturday, September 21. He arrived in San Antonio, Tex., 1.30 
p. m. September 22, and registered at the Menger Hotel that city. 

Godchaux left New Orleans September 23, via Southern Pacific Railway. He 
arrived in San Antonio September 24 and registered at the Menger Hotel that 
city, room 122. Prior to his arrival in San Antonio he wired Betancourt the 
date of his arrival, and Betuncourt was waiting fur him in the Menger Hotel 
lobby. By previous arrangements Betancourt and Godchaux were to leave San 
Antonio immediately upon the arrival of Godchaux in that city. Betancourt, 
however, wanted to wait around in San Antonio until his lover, Mrs. V. Lorie, 
met him there. 

My confidential report of November 27, 1918, entitled “ Re F. R. Bentuncourt 
alleged to have transported Mrs. V. Lorie for immoral purposes from New 
Orleans to San Antonio and from there to Los Angeles, Calif.,” will give you 
full information regarding why Betancourt laid around San Antonio for about 
week waiting to get in touch with Mrs. Lorie and have her meet him in San 

ntonio. 

Godchaux. from September 24 to September 28, at San Antonio, was constantly 
in the company of Betancourt, Antonio Magnon, George Warden, and many 
other Mexicans who are affliated with Mexican revolutionary activities in that 
city. Godehaux, while in San Antonio, made his headquarters at 402 Brady 
Building, which is the office of Warden and Magnon. 

During this time Betancourt several times suggested to Godchaux that he 
Start for Los Angeles and that he (Betancourt) would follow him on the next 
train. Godchaux stalled Betancourt along regarding this matter until he had 
Cmmunicated with me, and at that time also told me the probabilities were-that 
Betancourt might try to cross over the border into Mexico without a passport. 
I therefore requested your New Orleans oflice to telegraph the following instruc- 
tions to Godechaux through your San Antonio office. The telegram mentioned 
Was as follows: 

“Tell Godchaux who is at Hotel Menger, and who expects to leave San 
Antonio to-night, not to leave Betancourt for a second, and to positively go 
with him wherever Betancourt goes. and if Betancourt crosses into Mexico 
without passport, also do the same. Agent Keep, at Los Angeles, will arrange 
your permit card to get into Mexico. Also instruct Godchaux to telegraph 
Kale Jones, at Hotel Paso del Norte. El Paso, Tex., when Godchau arrives 
m Los Angeles and his exact route from Los Angeles, and to positively go 
with Betancourt to see Cantu.” 


NOTE.—It is important in your telegram to the San Antonio office to caution 
them about seeing Godchaux, for he is with a bunch of Mexicans there, all of 
whom know the majority of the men connected with the San Antonio office. 

Mr. Sullivan, of your San Antonio office, on September 27 telephoned God- 
chaux, and when none of the Mexicans were around Sullivan then called at 
Menger Hotel and gave Godchaux the instructions mentioned in the above 

egram. 

On September 27 Betancourt told Godchaux he was ready to leave for Los 

Beles but that it would be very unwise and not safe for him (Betancourt) 


na a 


3028 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


und Godchaux to leave San Antonio on the same train, because the secret- 
service people were watching him (Betancourt), and if they saw him leave 
San Antonio with Godchaux it would make them more suspicious than they 
already were. He insisted upon Godchaux leaving San Antonio the next day. 
and said he would follow on the next day. Godchaux therefore left San 
Antonio on September 28, fully expecting Betancourt would follow him on 
the next train. 

Godchaux, on the night of September 27 wired my office manager as follows: 

“Leaving for Los Angeles Saturday, noon; stop Hotel Alexandria. Anxious 
see Kate before leaving here. Will try see her at depot if she is on train 
arriving 1 o’clock otherwise will stop El Paso on Sunday to see ber. Resume 
trip same night. get Los Angeles Monday evening. Do not answer; left hotel. 

06 PAUL” 

NoTE.—Kate is code name for Cresse. 

In answer to Godchaux’s telegram of the 27. I immediately wired him at 
Sanderson, Tex., and El Paso, as follows: 


NEW ORLEANS, La., September 28, 1915. 
Dr. P. M. GopcHAUX, 
Sanderson, Ter. (Please try and deliver this message to him on S. 
P. train to El Paso during the next 24 hours): 


Kate not at El Paso and won't be there until next Wednesday of Thursday; 
likewise will not arrive Los Angeles until next Sunday or Saturday; therefore 
not necessary for you to stop at El Paso and you can continue your trip without 
stopping off at El Paso. 

NEW ORLEANS, La., September 28) 1918. 
P. M. GoDCHAUX, 
Hotcl Paso Del Norte, El Paso, Tex. 


Kate leaving home to-morrow and won't arrive El Paso until next Tuesday 
or Wednesday, as she is stopping off to make other visits; very important for 
you not to see any of the family at El Paso, or attend to anything there: also 
keep away from everybody else. Likewise suggest stop at all times with Court 
and complete trip with him. Kate expects to arrive Los Angeles on October 
4 or 5. 


NotEk.—Court is code name for Betancourt. 

Godchaux, therefore, did not stop off at El Paso, and proceeded direct to 
Los Angeles, arriving there September 30. 

I left New Orleans via Southern Pacific Railway October 1, at 7 p. m. 
After the train left the depot I noticed, in the sleeping car that I was in, 
Mrs. V. Lorie, who is the lover of Betancourt. I knew her by sight, but feel 
sure she, up to my arrival the following day in San Antonio, did not know me. 

When I arrived in San Antonio at 1.30 p. m.. October 2, was very much 
surprised to see Betancourt meet Mrs. Lorie at the depot, for up to that moment 
felt sure he was on his way to Los Angeles with Godchaux, for at that time had 
heard nothing from Godchaux regarding him leaving ahead of Betancourt. 

Betancourt saw me at the depot in San Antonio, rushed up to me and wis 
apparently very glad to see me. which, of course, I knew was nothing but 
hypocritical on his part, due to the fact that in times past I had several run-ins 
with him, as will be mentioned hereinafter. 

I told Betancourt I was passing through San Antonio, and then got into 
a taxicab and went to the St. Anthony Hotel. As IL was registering Mrs, Lorie 
walked into the lobby of the St. Anthony Hotel and likewise registered, I 
had expected to leave San Antonio that night, but due to the fact that Mr. 
Breniman, superintendent of your San Antonio division, expeeted to go te 
KI Paso the following day, I therefore waited over and Mr. Breniman and my- 
self left San Antonio for El Paso at 1.30 p. un, October 3. We had a drawing 
room on that train, and T had made arrangements to meet Mr. Breniman 1M 
the drawing room. 

When I arrived at the depot, saw Betancourt and Mrs. Lorie there. They 
at once saw me and I, of course, stopped and spoke to Betancourt, who at 
that time introduced me to Mrs. Lorie. He asked me where I was going and 
1 told him over to El Paso, and he said he likewise was going to Bl Pase. 
I knew, however, he was lying, for I had overheard him tell Mrs. Lorie 1 
Spanish the exact time he would arrive in Los Angeles. 

I saw Betancourt once or twice on the train and had very little conversa (on 
with bim and he at no time saw me with Mr. Brenimaz. 
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On the morning of October 4 I arrived in Ei Paso. Betancourt went to 
Los Angeles. I had wired Godchaux from San Antonio asking him why 
Betancourt was not with him, and suggested that he telegraph Warden. The 
telegrams I received from Godchaux were as follows: 

Los ANGELES, CALIF., October 1, 1918. 
Kale JONES, 
Hotel Paso del Norte, El Paso: 

Your telegrams here received. Wanted to see you before leaving El Paso, 
but arranged matters myself. Everything fine; customers here treated me 
royally. Wire me where and when you be here. Want to see or write you 
before going away. Will advise what town I make next. Folks send you 
regards, 

HENRY. 


Los ANGELES, CALIF., October 3, 1918. 
KALE JONES, 
Paso del Norte Hotel, El Paso: 

Friend wired he be here Saturday. Received wire later confirming his de- 
parture. Doubtful whether we leave before Monday to see party unless decide 
go immediately upon arrival Saturday. Wired you El Paso October 1. Have 
everything fine shape. Necessary I see or communicate with you before 
returning south, account expenses. Regards. 

: HENRY. 


w0dchaux. as per my instructions to him by telegraph, wired Warden at 
San Antonio regarding Betancourt as follows: 
Los ANGELES, October 3, 1918. 
GEORGE WARDEN, 
402 Brady Building, San Antonio, Teras: 
Waiting for Betancourt. When can expect him? Answer. 
P. M. Gopciavux. 


In answer to the above telegram Warden wired Godchaux as 
follows: 
SAN ANTONIO, TEX., October 3, 1918. 
P. M. GopcHaux, 
Hotel Alerandria, Los Angeles, Calif: 


Left to-day at noon. l 
GEO. B. WARDEN. 


In the meanwhile had received telegram from Mr. Sullivan of your San 
Antonio office while en route to El Paso, as follows: 
C. E. JONES, 
Drawing Room A. Car 59, care of Conductor No. 101, Hondo: 


I have your coat. Redhead still here. Will cover and wire you. Blackhead 
went on train. 
SULLIVAN. 


Xore.—Blackhend refers to Betancourt: redhead to Mrs. Lorie. 


Also received the following telegram at El Paso from Mr. Sullivan regarding 
Mrs. Lorie, as follows: 
SAN ANTONIO, TEX, 
C. E. Jones, 
Sew Hotel Rosslyn, Los Angeles, Calif.: 
Your overcoat left here 1.20 train October S. addressed Eugene Jones, care 
New Hotel Rossivn. Trace Wells Fargo there for San Antonio. Waybill 
No. 1, October S; baggage., © pounds; T4 cents prepaid; value, $380; mailed 
letter regarding same October. T. 
SULLIVAN, 


Before I left San Antonio, felt sure that Mrs. Lorie would follow Betan- 
“urt on the next train. Am convinced of the fact that Betancourt got God- 
chany out of San Antonio as mentioned hereinbefore so he could meet Mrs. 
lorie ang then travel with her to Los Angeles, but after she arrived in San 
Antonio he probably thought that in some way it might be dangerous for him 
i make the trip from San Antonio to Los Angeles with Mrs. Lorie, therefore 
ud her follow him the next day. 
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I then wired Godchaux from El Paso as follows: 


SL Paso, TEX., October 4, 1918. 
P. M. GopcHAUX, 
Alerandria Hotel, Los Angeles, Calif.: 


Party left San Antonio same train I did yesterday. He should arrive Los 
Angeles Friday morning. When he arrives, rush business with him; also urge 
that he start immediately. See those parties. Very important successfully push 
that business through. I expect arrive Los Angeles Sunday or Monday night. 
Will wire exact arrival. 

KALE. 


Godchaux in the meanwhile had received the following Western Union tele 
gram from Betancourt: 
SAN ANTONIO, Tex., October 3, 191%. 
P. M. GODCHAUX, 
Alerandria Hotel, Los Angeles, Calif.: 


Arriving Saturday morning. 
F. R. BETANCOURT. 


I left El Paso on the afternoon of October 5 and arrived in Los Angeles 
October 6. Immediately got in teuch with Godchaux, and much to my surprise 
learned from Godchaux when he met me in my room, 738 New Rosslyn Hotel, 
that Betancourt and Mrs, Lorie had registered on October 6 at the New Rosslyn 
Hotel as Mr. and Mrs. Lorie, San Antonio, Tex., and were in room 836, which 
was directly over my room. 

On October 7 I ran into Betancourt in one of the eleavtors of the New Rosslyn 
Hotel and he nearly dropped dead with surprise at seeing me. He wanted to 
know how long I had been there, when I was leaving, ete. Told him I was 
leaving for Tucson and Phoenix, Ariz., in a day or so. After that day Betan- 
court never saw me again in Los Angeles, although I several times saw him. 

Betancourt when he arrived in Los Angeles, October 5, registered at the Hotel 
Alexandria, room 870. All of that day and evening he spent with Godchaux 
and Martin de Leon planning to leave at an early date for Calexico to see Gov. 
Cantu. He said nothing at all to Godehnux regarding Mrs. Lorie, or her ex- 
pected arrival in Los Angeles, nor did he ever thereafter mention Mrs. Lorie 
to him. 

Godchaux on the morning of October 6, while endeavoring to secure a copy 
of one of the New Orleans daily newspapers, was going from one news stand to 
another in several of the Los Angeles hotels, and for that reason was in the 
lobby of the New Rosslyn Hotel, when he saw Betancourt come in with Mr. 
Lorie, Godchaux immediately disappeared and Betancourt and Mrs. Lorie 
went to their room. Godchaux then went to the register and learned what 
room they were in, and a few moments thereafter he telephoned their roor and 
asked in a disguised voice for Mr. King, and Betancourt answered the telephone. 
Godchaux in that way knew that Betancourt was in the room. Godchaux then 
told Betancourt to excuse hiin, for he undoubtedly had been connected with the 
wrong room. 

On October 1 or 2, Godchaux called at your Los Angeles office and intro 
duced himself to Mr. Keep, and wag then introduced to Mr, Conaty, inmi: 
gration inspector at Los Angeles, who gave him letter to Mr. Musgrave, bis 
inspector at Calexico, instructing him to issue to Godchaux temporary citizen's 
permit card to cross into Mexico. 

vodehaux on October T was told by Betancourt that he was leaving the 
Alexandria Hotel. and he thereafter would be at room 523, Hotel Hayward. 
Betancourt secured this room at the Hotel Hayward simply as a blind and to 
receive his mail from his family and associates, for thereafter he spent all of 
his time with Mrs, Lorie and was but very seldom in his room at the Hotel 
Hayward. 

At the time Betancourt met Godchaux in San Antonio he assured Godchaux 
that he would have no trouble at all in regard to securing his passport to cross 
into Mexico. After Betancourt arrived in Los Angeles he told Godchaux he 
had been unable to secure his passport and would have to wait 30 days for 
same. Godchaux then said. probably Mr, Poole, due to his political influence, 
would be able to arrange to have a temporary permit card issued in Betan 
court’s favor. Therefore Godchaux sent Mr. Poole the following phony tele 
gram: 


ee 
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Los ANGELES, October 9, 1918. 
S. J. PooLE. 
Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, New York City: 
Must have interpreter arrangement at Washington for Betancourt; permit 
immediately. 
P. M. GopcHavux. 


Through the cooperating of Mr. Keep, of your Los Angeles office, at my 
request Godchaux received the following phony telegram from Mr. Poole: 


New York, N. Y., October 9, 1918. 
P. M. Goocnavx, 
Hotel Alerandria, Los Angeles, Calif.: 


Replying your telegram, have arranged through Senator friend to have im- 
migration department grant three-day permit card for interpreter; necessary 
instructions, so I am advised, have been telegraphed regarding the matter to 
immigrant official at Los Angeles and Calexico; see them immediately. 

POOLE, 


On October 10 Godchaux took Betancourt to the oftice of Mr. Conaty, immi- 
gration inspector at Los Angeles, who at that time per previous arrangements 
made with Mr. Conaty by me wrote n letter to his inspector at Calexico to 
nin a temporary permit card to Betancourt to cross into Mexico from 

lexico. 

Betancourt prior to that time had asked Godehaux to secure some positive 
letter of authority from Mr. Poole which would show that Godchaux had full 
power to complete the negotiations for the arms and ammunition with Cantu. 
Godchaux therefore wrote a telegram showed it to Betancourt, who thought 
this phony telegram was sent to Mr. Poole. 

Through the cooperation of Mr. Keep of your Los Angeles office at my 
reyuest Godchaux received the following phony telegram from Poole. 

NEW York, N. Y., October 7, 1918. 
P, M. Gopcuaux, 
Hotel Alerandria, Los Angeles, Calif.: 

Your letter September 13 received. Can handle order for any amount of 
gods for immediate delivery. Do not think necessary for me to again con- 
frm by letter your authority. as this will serve the same purpose as I have 
given you full power to act as my representative of which your parties are 
fully aware and familiar with now. Understand that I am placing full re- 
sponsibility and confidence in you and can not accept any business only upon 
cash basis as previously arranged with your parties and agreed upon. Goods 
how in your possession should be disposed of before any further shipment 
male, Wired you last Tuesday regarding tug and barges. 

Poole, 


Betancourt and Godchaux had planned to leave Los Angeles on the night 
of October 10 for Calexico, but Betancourt. however, postponed the trip until 
the night of October 11 and then again to the 12th. Finally he and Godchaux 
left Los Angeles at 11.30 p. m. on the night of October 13 for Calexico. They 
arrived there at 7.45 a. m. October 14 and both registered at the Calexico 
Hotel in rooms 120 and 122. 

Godchaux got away from Betancourt for a short while, and went to see 
Mr Musgrave, immigration inspector in charge at Calexico, and told him 
that Betancourt and he would eal within a short time to secure Betancourt’s 
temporary permit card. Mr. Musgrave had also received confidential letters 
from Mr. Keep and Mr. Conaty whieh were written at my suggestion. in re- 
gard to issuing the permit card to Betancourt. Godehaux and Betaneourt about 
noon of that day went to Mr. Musgraves office and there secured their tenm- 
porary passports. 

They then returned to the hotel and Betancourt told Godchaux it was best 
for him to first go over into Mexicala and have a private preliminary inter- 
New with Cantu. Betaneourt then immediately Jett for Mexiceala and about 

P. m. the same day returned to Calexico and told Godchaux that Cantu was 
sick and could receive no visitors that day, but he had made an engagement 
for Godchaux and himself to meet Gov. Cantu the following day. October 15, 

hoon, 

Betancourt then told Godchaux that Gov. Cantu’s private secretary, Mr. 

{mon Guerrero, had accepted an invitation to eat dinner with them that 
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evening. Guerrero promptly kept his engngement, and at that time was in- 
troduced to Godchaux by Betancourt. At dinner Guerrero, Betancourt, and 
Godchaux arranged between themselves to secure a large additional profit on 
all arms and ammunition that they sold to Cantu. Guerrero then told God- 
chaux he would see him the next day at Gov. Cantu'’s office in Mexicala, and 
that there was no doubt but that they all would make a great deal of money out 
of these deals. 

On October 15, at about 8.30 a. m., as Betancourt and Godchaux were coming 
out of the Hotel Calexico dining room, Betancourt said to Godchaux, wait a 
minte there is an old-time friend of mine and then went up to a Mexiean, who 
Godchaux learned afterwards was Emilio Gonzales. Betancourt and Gonzales 
moved over to a corner of the lobby of the hotel, sat down and started a eon- 
versation which extended well over an hour. During that time Godebaux was 
watching them and noticed Betancourt was becoming very much excited and 
exceedingly nervous and that Gonzales was talking to Betaneourt in a most 
earnest manner. 

Betancourt after his conversation with Gonzales returned where Godchaux 
was Waiting and told Godehaux that Gonzales had just told him (Betancourt) 
that all of their plans were fully Known to the police and seeret service people: 
furthermore, that Gonzales had positively told him a seeret service friend of his 
(Gonzales’) had stated the secret service even had photographic copies of all 
of the correspondence, contracts, ete. pertaining to the Godchaux-Betancourt 
arms and ammunition proposition. 

Godchaux states Betancourt Jooked like a dead man at that time and wis in 
every Way in his actions, opinions, and conversations entirely a changed man 
from what he hed been prior to his conversation with Gonzales, Godchaux 
tried to assure Betancourt of the faet that Gonzales’ statements were abso- 
lutely incorrect and that it was utterly impossible for the secret service people 
to be aware of their negotiations for the arms and ammunition, 

Betancourt, however, could not be reconciled as to their safety and said, "No: 
no; Gonzales knows what he is talking about and we are all going to get into 
serious trouble,” and then said to Godehausx it will never do for you and I to 
be seen together at Calexico, therefore, you stay away from me and I wili meet 
you later in my room. 

Godchaux then asked him what about their engagement with Gov. Cantu for 
noon of that date, and Betancourt said. “ That's off for to-day.” 

Later that day Betancourt met Godchaux in his room and asked him to 
telephone Calzado at Los Angeles that he, Godchaux, was leaving Calexico 
that night for Los Angeles. Betancourt then said, “ Upon your arrival in Las 
Angeles explain the entire situation to Calzado and have Calzado come back 
to Calexico with vou the following night. and then the three of us will go over 
to Mexicala and close the entire proposition up with Cantu.” 

Godchaux therefore telegraphed Calzado at follows: 


CALEXICO, October 15, 1918. 
KUSERIO CALZADO, 
1343 Albany Strect, Los Angeles, Calf.: 
Betancourt advises wait for me. Leaving to-night. Important see you. 
P. M. GopcHats, 


Godchaux also from Calexico, telegraphed me as follows: 


CALEXICO, CALIF.. October 14, 1918. 
Mrke Brown, No. 115. 
Care New Hotel Rosslyn, Los Angeles, Calif.: 


Received letters; expect see customers to-day ; will advise further to-morrow. 
PETE. 


NILAND, CALIF., October 15, 1918. 
Cuas. E. JONES, 
Care New Rosslyn Hotel, Los Angeles, Calif.: 


Party sick, unable to see him; important be Los Angeles to-morrow morning. 
KATE 


Godchaux left Calexico that night and arrived in Los Angeles on the morning 
of October 16. My report. of November 23, 1918, entitled “ Re Eusevio Calzado, 
Mexican revolutionary leader, at Los Angeles, Calif., which shows his connec 
tions with Col. Estaban Cantu and Gen. Pancho Villa,” will give you 
details regarding Godchaux’s conversation with Calzado after he arrived in 


Angeles. 


sey eee ee ee 


i inate ii a E ne e, 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 3033 


Gudchaux states he feels fully satisfied of the fact that Betancourt simply 
wantel him to get out of Calexico as quickly as he could, notwithstanding the 
fact that Betancourt assured Godchaux of his being there upon his (God- 
chavy’s) return to Calexico, and that Betancourt liad fully made up his mind 
at that time as soon as Godchaux left he would take the next train out of 
Calexico, which as a matter of fact he did. 

When Godchaux returned to Calexico on the morning of October 18, with 
Calzado, they found much to their surprise that Betancourt had left Calexico 
on the night of October 17 for Los Angeles and had arrived there on the morn- 
ing of October 18, 

My report of November 23, 1918, entitled * Confidential report re Rusevio 
Calado, Mexican revolutionary leader at Los Angeles, Calif.. which shows his 
conmpections with Col, Estaban Cantu and Gen. Poncho Villa.” On pages 5 to 
10, inclusive. of that report will give you full particulars regarding all of the 
maters which happened after Calzado and Godchaux arrived in Calexico on 
the morning of October 18. 

After Godchaux returned to Los Angeles and went to his hotel room, he tele- 
phoned Betancourt at room 523, Hayward Hotel, and made an engagement with 
hin to meet him at Calzado’s office as has been previously arranged with Cal- 
zado for 12.30 p. m., that day. Betancourt asked Godehaux at* that time if 
Calzado was at his office or residence at that moment, and Godchaux said pre- 
sumably at his residence. 

Goadchaux therefore at hoon on October 20 met Betancourt and Calzado at 
Calzados office, 888 Title Insurance Building, Calzado told him he had seen 
Berancourt at 10.30 a. m. that morning and that he and Betancourt had a very 
extensive Conversation in regard to the arms and ammunition proposition, like- 
Wise in regard to their negotiations with Cantu. 

Godchaux then immediately realized that Betancourt had thoroughly impreg- 
bated Calzado with the same fear that he (Betancourt) had regarding the fact 
that the secret-service people were after Betancourt and Godchaux as per in- 
formation given to Betancourt regarding this matter by Emilio Gonzales, who 


had told Betancourt at Calexico that a seeret-serviee friend of his (Gonzales) - 


had told him they knew all about the entire Betancourt-Golchaux negotiations 
and even had seen photographic copies of a great deal of Betuncourt’s corre- 
spondence regarding these matters. 

Godehanux could see at that moment that Calzado was a changed man and 
Was exceedingly nervous and apparently very much frightened over the entire 
situation and repeatedly walked up and down his office and said: “ My God! 
this is dreadful: it will simply ruin everything we have planned.” 

Godehaux states that Calzado had a most extreme case of nervousness and 

fright regarding this matter, and closed up like a clam regarding the entire 
Marter and said: “We will have to drop this matter for the time being; fur- 
thermore, all of us if we are brought before the authorities must swear there 
ik absolutely nothing in this matter and we have never discussed arms and 
ammunition.” Calzado then said: “I am going to deny to the bitter end that I 
ever went to Calexico.” 
. Godchaux then made an engagement to see Betancourt and Calzado that even- 
Ing aml later took Calzado and his lover at 8.15 p. m. to the Victor Hugo restau- 
rant. Godchaux at that time for over two hours attempted to ease Calzado’s 
mind in regard to their being any danger and furthermore told him it was 
utterly impossible for Emilio Gonzales to have ever received such information 
as he in turn had passed on to Betancourt regarding the secret service people 
being fully aware of their plans. ete. 

Godchaux at that time asked Calzado who Emilio Gonzales was, and Calzado 
told him Gonzales was a very prominent Mexican lawyer, who had many influen- 
tial friends and there wa no doubt in his mind but that if Gonzales told Betan- 
‘ort he had received information through a secret service friend of his that 
they were thoroughly familiar with the entire Betancourt-Godchaux-Cantu 
Proposition. that he, Calzado, could bet his life that Gonzales was absolutely 
‘rrect in regard to the information he had given to Betancourt. 

On October 21 at 10 o’clock a. m., Godchaux met Calzado, and Betancourt at 
Calzado's office for a definite answer in regard to the entire arms and ammu- 
nition proposition. Godchaux states that Calzado at that meeting was as much 
frightened and nervous about the entire matter as he previously had been, and 

at Betancourt was in every way all together different in his actions, talk, and 
Opinion regarding the arms and ammunition matter, Betancourt: then said, 

enember all of us have to stick together and deny forever that any such a 
deal existed.” 


° 
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Godchaux then fully realized that due to the fright which had been thrown 
into Betancourt by Emilio Gonzales at Calexico regarding the fact that the 
secret service people and the United States knew about the entire matter, that 
Betancourt theretore had made up his mind to, if possible, sacrifice everybodys 
else and save himself, and that Calzado who in turn had been badly frightened 
by Betancourt likewise intended to do the same. They also said, we have to take 
to cover now and drop this deal forever. 

Betancourt also at the start of the conversation treated Godchaux in a very 
cold manner, and seemed to blame him for the entire matter. Godchaux then 
asked Betancourt where do you suppose I am going to get off regarding this 
matter with my principals? Furthermore, vou have dragged me around the 
country for about six months on this deal promising this, that. or the other thing. 
and you have never complied with any parts of your proposition, and in addi- 
tion to that, if vou are involved with the authorities. so am I. 

vodchaux states his idea in making that remark to Betancourt was to learn 
positively if Betancourt and Calzado were really sincere in regard to their 
changed ideas and attitude regarding their arms and ammunition deal. 

Betancourt then said to Godchaux: “It is true I am not complying with my 
agreements, but after having received that information from Gonzales it looks 
like jail for me, and I am going to save myself irrespective of who else gets 
saved or not.” He then said to Godehaux: ” Where are all of the contracts. 
papers, documents. ete., pertaining to these deals which T have signed and which 
are in yonr possession?” Betancourt then also said: “I want all of those 
papers and contracts back, for I would not be able to sleep any more as long 
as I knew they were out of my hands.” Godchaux told him they were In his 
possession in a safety deposit box at the Alexandria Hotel. Betancourt and 
Calzado then said: “ Let’s go over to the hotel and get those papers at once.” 

Godchaux said: “ No, that can’t be done, for these are papers and documents 
that belong to my principals and I am not going to give them back to you until 
I am so authorized to do so by Mr. Poole.” At that moment when Godchaux 
refused to surrender these papers, Betancourt, so Godchaux states, had a brain 
storm, jumped up and yelled out, he would get those papers if he had to choke 
them out of Godchaux, and started over to Godehaux, who then got out of bis 
chair, backed into a corner, and told Betancourt, “ You try to put your hand on 
me and I will kill you.” 

Godchaux realizing that everything was up as far as Betancourt and his 
associates were concerned, and nothing more could be done with them, so he 
tells me. He then backed out of Calzado’'s office and told both Calzado and 
Betancourt: “Go to hell; if you try to start anything with me, I will bump the 
pair of you off.” Betancourt at that moment started toward the door, $0 
Godchaux states, and Godchaux lifted his coat. which allowed Betancourt to see 
he had a gun in each hip pocket, and told Betancourt: “ You can't bluff me; try 
jumping on me and you will get hurt.” 

Godchaux then left the building and late that afternoon Calzado telephoned 
him and said: “Old man, you are not sore at me, are you, for its not my 
fault,” and also said that Betancourt was erazy, and he and Betancourt would 
be willing to give Godchaux $600 for the papers and contracts, and ingde an 
engagement to meet Godchaux at his, Calzado's office, at 3.30 that afternoon. 
Godchaux, however, at my suggestion, did not keep his engagement with 
Calzado. 

On October 22 Calzado telephoned Godchaux at the Alexandria Hotel, and 
at that time told bim it was the best thing for everybody to settle the entire 
matter amiable and for Godehaux not to stay mad at him. Calzado then told 
Godechaux, “ We will pay all of the expenses vou have had in regard to those 
negotiations.” and asked Godchaux what it amounted to. Godehaux told him 
about $1,200, and Calzado said: “All right, we will arrange that, and you 
will turn all of Betaneourt’s papers over for that amount.” Godchaux said only 
after he had put their proposition up te Mr. Poole. 

At about 2.30 p. m. October 23 after I had checked out of the New Rosalyn 
Hotel and went by the Alexandria Hotel to get Godchaux to go to the depot as 
we had intended to leave Los Angeles that afternoon at 4.00 p. m.. and just aS 
I got into Godechaux’s room the telephone rang and I answered it and found 
that Mr. Dennison was on the telephone. He told me a very important matter 
bud come up and asked me to immediately come down to Mr. Keep’s office. 
told Godchaux to wait for me in the lobby of the hotel, jumped inte a tasienh 
and went to Mr. Keep'’s oflice and found Mr. Dennison waiting there for me. 
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He told me that abont an hour before he telephoned me he had received a re- 
quest from Assistant United States Attorney Palmer to come to his office, and 
that when he (Dennison) arrived there he found Mr. Palmer in consultation with 
Betancourt, Calzado, and Ben Hunter, who seid he Was their attorney. Mr. 
Palmer introduced Dennison to these three men and stated that Betancourt had 
entered into a contract with P. M. Godchaux for the delivery of arms and am- 
munition, whieh he did not know was illegal, and that his attorney, Mr. Hunter, 
told him it wos. and recommended to him that he confess to the authorities re- 
garding the entire matter and by doing so gain immunity for himself, 

Mr. Dennison ealled Mr. Palmer out of the office and explained Godcehaux's 
connection with this proposition. 

Mr. Dennisen’s report of October 24 regarding Calzado and Betancourt will 
give vou additional information regarding this matter. 

After I arrived at Mr. Keep’s office, Mr. Dennison, Mr. Keep, and myself con- 
ferred with Assistant United States Attorney O’Connors and Assistant United 
States Attorney Palmer. I explained to these gentlemen the entire circum- 
stances in regard to Godchaux’s connections with this case, and they asked me 
what should be done in regard to Betancourt and Calzado. I then suggested 
that Mr. Dennison make complete reports to your department regarding the 
entire matter up to that moment and thereafter as these matters developed. 

Likewise told them regarding what should be done with Betancourt, Calzada, 
and their associates I believed was a matter that should be passed on by Chief 
Bielaski or the Attorney General's Office at Washington, due to the fact that no 
prosecution against these Mexicans should be started on account of other mat- 
‘ters Which might interfere with the ideas of the State Department regarding 
various Mexican revolutionary affairs. It was therefore agreed between all of 
us to let the case against these Mexicans rest pending instructions from Wash- 
ington regarding same. 

I then suggested to Mr. Dennison that he immediately get in teuch with 
Betancourt and Calzado, and dig out of them all of the additional information 
he could secure, and made arrangements to meet Mr. Dennison at Godechaux's 
room at the Alexandria Hotel between 4.30 and 5.00 p. in. 

Then returned ta Godchaux's room at the Alexandria Hotel. He told me 
that in the meanwhile Betancourt and Calzado had seen him and asked him te 
eall at Calzado’s office around 5 o'clock that afternoon, for they wanted to give 
Godchaux twelve or fifteen hundred dollars for the papers and eontracts 
pertaining to the expenses caused by arms and ammunition contract deal, 

Mr. Dennison in the meanwhile arrived at Godehaux’s room, and we agreed 
that it would be best for Godchnux to keep his engagement at Calzados office. 
While Godchaux was waiting for them in the hallway outside of Calzado's oflice 
Letaneourt showed up, and Gedchaux asked him what he meant by turning 
him (Godchaux) up to the authorities. Betancourt indignantly denied that he 
hal seen the authorities and claimed to know nothing about it; likewise said 
Calzado had done nothing of the kind. He assumed at that time n most 
friendly and cordial attitude toward Godchaux. and again told him he wanted 
to buy the papers and would meet him (Godchaux) the next morning around 
19 o'clock. 

Godchaux then returned to his room at the Alexandria Hotel. where Mr. 
Dennison and I were waiting for him. I then suggested to Mr. Dennison that 
he telephone Calzado and Betancourt, get them together, and secure from them 
any additional informetion be eewld. Later that evening Mr. Dennison got in 
touch with Betancourt and Godvhaux and had an interview with them, which 
lasted for several hours, and secured from them the statements and information 
Mentioned in his report of October 23, 1918, entitled “ Re Fiacro Betancourt 
wl E. Calzado, Mexican Revolutionary Activities.” 

Mr. Dennison returned to Godehaux’s room at the Alexandria Hotel at mid- 
hight and related to me all of the information he had secured from Betancourt, 
meludig the personal remarks expressed by Betancourt regarding myself, like- 
wise the information he had secured from Betancourt in regard to the state- 
Ment made hy Emilio Gonzales about having received information from secret- 
service friend of his as to Betnncourt’s and Godehaux’s revolutionary activities 
Als regarling the statement made by Betanccurt in regard to the cooperation 
etende to him and his associates by Mr. Breniman and Maj. Barnes, of San 
Antonio, Tex. 

l suggested to Mr. Dennison that he immediately render complete reports to 
your department regarding all of these matters and continue to follow the case 
Up until completed. 
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It was then <lecided between Dennison and myself that, irrespective of the 
positive willingness of Betancourt and Calzado, as they expressed same to 
Mr. Dennison in regard to them paying Godechauyx twelve or fifteen hundred 
dollars for the arms and ammunition contracts and papers, that it would pe 
best for Godchaux not to accept sarne, likewise not to turn loose to them. 

Godehaux, on the morning of October 24, did not Keep his appointment with 
Betancourt at the Citizen's National Bank Building for 10 a. m., at which 
time Betancourt was to have paid Godchaux the money for the papers. God- 
chaux. however, telephoned Betancourt on or about that time and told him 
that if Betancourt wanted the papers, then in that event write him at New 
Orleans, or have his attorney do so in regard to this matter. 

In Mr. Dennison's report of October 23, regarding Betancourt and Caleade, 
I noticed remarks made by Betancourt to Mr. Dennison regarding myself. 
He, however, when Mr. Dennison nailed him down to facts, could not remem- 
ber names, dates, or places regarding various Mexicans whom Betancourt 
stated T had taken advantage of. 

When Mr. Dennison first told me that Betencourt knew I was in Los Angeles, 
and that he had taken a pass at me in his conversation, I then requested Nr. 
Dennison to pip Betancourt down to facets, and if possible get him to give 
complete statement in regard to myself, which Mr. Dennison apparently did 
as per his report. 

The original feeling of bitterness between Betancourt and myself goes back 
to May 21. 1917. which arose at that time, due to the faet that Guillermo 
‘astillo Najera was the right-hand gunman for George Warden, Betancourt, 
and their crowd. Najera was aryested with Ramon Diaz and three or four 
other Mexicans by agents of your department when they arrived at the port 
of New Orleans May 21, 1917, on the steamship Surname. They were placed 
in the immigration station, and a few days after they arrived here, each of 
them, as mentioned in my reports at that time, became suspicious of each 
other and they all finaly paired off, each pair fighting the other. 

Insomuch as it Was my work to stiek in with Ramon Diaz and Alfons» 
Noyola I therefore did so and took up their side of the factional fight, which 
had arisen between the Mexicans mentioned. This resulted, as my reports 
show at that time, in Guillermo Castile Najera and all of his friends and 
associates becoming sore at me, among whieh were Betancourt and Warden. 

You will remember from my previous reports that when Najera was in- 
terned at the immigration station a very stiff fight was put up at Washington 
by a Mr. Chambers, his attorney from San Antonio to secure his release, and 
due to the fact that Najera had stated he proposed to kill Ramon Diaz and 
myself just as soon as he got out of the immigration station and as Diaz was 
afraid of him, and to please Diaz, also rather than have me kill him when he 
did get out, I took the Najera case up with several Congressmen and Senators 
at Washington as an offset with the Immigration Department to oppose the 
request of several other Congressmen and Senators whom Chambers had brought 
into the case. These Congressmen and Senators whom I had were simply asking 
at my request that the immigration authorities comply with the law regarding 
Najera’s case. This was finally done and Najera was ordered deported. He, 
however, was allowed to remain in this country under a $2,000 surety bond, 
guaranteeing his deportation at the end of 12 months. 

It was Betancourt, Warden, and other associates of Najera who at that fime 
were trying to start the Rudolfo-Reyes Mexican revolutionary movement, who 
employed Chambers who formerly was a member of the law firm of Watson, 
Chambers & Reyes of San Antonio, Tex. 

During the time this fight was going on over Najera I told both Warden and 
Betancourt that Thad heard they were also interested in getting even with me 
for fighting Najera and that they better keep their hands out of that affair. 
They both denied they were mixed up in helping Najera, and assured me of 
their friendship, which I, of course, knew was a lie. 

Betancourt from that time on while on the surface at all times was friendly. 
nevertheless he has been ever since then very bitter in his ideas and remarks 
about me. 

My reports of May, June, July, and August, 1917, regarding Ramon Diaz, 
Guillermo Castillo Najera, and others will give you full information regarding 
this matter. 

On page four of the testimony of the immigration board of special inquiry 
held at the immigration station, New Orleans, La., July 23, 1917, the following 
sworn testimony was given by Charles M. Chambers of San Antonio, Tex. 
the interest of Najera: 
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“Q. Do you know Mr. Jones?—A. No; only I have heard of him since being 
employed in the case of Guillermo Castillo Najera. 

“Q. Do you know what business he is in?—A. I do not know Mr. Jones per- 
sonally, nor do I know his business, except from information received by letter 
from Hon, Eugene Black, Member of Congress, now in Washington, of date July 
17, 1917, who stated to me in said letter that he ascertained from the commis- 
sioner that a man by the name of Jones was taking the leading part in insisting 
he (meaning Najera) be deported and that the commissioner said Jones was a 
newspaper man. 

Your department is in possession of complete official copy of the above-men- 
tioned testimony, Which I sent forward at that time. ; 

The testimony of Najera, Chambers, and of all of their own witnesses show 
that they attempted to have Ramon Diaz deported on account of his moral 
and revolutionary reputation. 

If Betancourt or any of his associates could say more than has been said 
about me by Mexicans and Central Americans, and some Americans whose 
plans I have helped to spoil, in that event it would be necessary for them to 
have the vocabulary of Webster. 

Irrespective of knowingly putting myself in a false position, criticisms, 
knocks, false Statements, or many threats to assassinate me that your depart- 
ment is aware of, I have, as your department knows, at a considerable personal 
financial loss to myself, always gone the limit to produce results in my, work 
regarding Mexican, Central American, and other affairs for your department. 

I personally feel about such matters as President Lincoln must have, when 
he said: 

“If I were to try to read, much less answer, all the attacks made on me, 
this shop might as well be closed for any other business. I do the best I know 
how, the very best I can, and I mean to keep on doing it to the end. If the end 
brings me out right, what is said against me will not umount to anything. 
If the end brings me out wrong. 10 angels swearing I was right would make no 
difference,” 

(Cresse code name for Jones.) 


Confidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice re Eusevio Calzado, 
Mexican revolutionary leader at Los Angeles, Calif., which shows his con- 
nections with Col. Estaban Cantu and Gen. Pancho Villa. 


New ORLEANS, LA., November 23, 1918. 


On October 14 I asked Mr. Keep, special agent in charge of your Los Angeles 
office, if he had any information pertaining to Calzado, He told me hig office 
had no file or information pertaining to this party. 

Prior to my arrival in Los Angeles, Calif., on October 6, 1918, had heard ‘a 
great deal about Calzado and his activities with various Mexican revolutionary 
parties during the last several years on various parts of the border. 

At the time I was active and friendly with many of the Jeaders of the Villista 
revolutionary movement several years ago, at that time first heard of Calzado. 
Up till October 8, 1918, I however, had never seen Calzado, and he likewise 
to this date personally does not know me. 

On October S at about 2 p. m. Martin de Leon, ex-Mexican revolutionary 
agent at Tampico, Mexico, who has been mentioned in my previous reports, 
accompanied by Betancourt and Godchaux, called at the office of Calzado and 
Godchaux was at that time introduced to Calzado. From that time on I keep 
IN very close touch with the activities of Calzado through Godchaux, as is 
fully covered in my report of October 23, under the heading: “ Continuation 
report re F. R. Betancourt and his Mexican revolutionary activities.” 

On October 14 at about 2.30 p. m. I was at the office of Mr. J. A. Conaty, immi- 
gration inspector in charge at Los Angeles, who pointed to a Mexican standing 
in an outer office, and said, “ Do you know that party ?” and T told him T did 
not. Conaty then said his name was Calzado and that he (Calzado) had just 
Presented to him (Conaty) a telegram signed Bielaski, which Calzado had 
endeavored to use on Connty to force him to issue a temporary permit card so 
Calzado could cross into Mexico. 

naty then told me that Calzado had told him he was a warm personal 
friend of Bielaski’s; furthermore had and was doing confidential work for 
Mr. Bielaski on the border, and at and around Los Angeles. I questioned 
naty very closely regarding the statements he said Calzado had made ag 
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mentioned, and Conaty stuck to his statement about what Calzado had suid. 
I then asked Conaty if Calzado from his talk and action had given him the in- 
pression that he was a confidential representative of Mr. Bielaski or of the 
Department of Justice, and Conaty said he certainly did. 

In so much as I had previously asked Mr. Keep if he knew of Calzado, or 
anything about him, and Mr. Keep said he did not: therefore felt sure of the 
fact that if Calzado was a confidential informant or representative of Mr. 
Bielaski that Mr. Keep would Know of it. Therefore suggested to Conaty 
that he take Calzado into another office, and detain him in conversation until 
I telephoned Mr. Keep’s office regarding this matter. 

Immediately then telephoned Mr. Keep’s office, and got Mr. Dennison, Mr. 
Keep's assistant. on the telephone, and asked him to step down to Conaty’s 
office for a moment. Dennison immediately came down to Conaty's office, and 
I explained the situation to him; likewise in the presence of Conaty repeated 
to Dennison the statements Conaty had said Calzado had made to him and 
Conaty confirmed Calzado’s remarks to Dennison. 

Mr. Dennison, then asked me what ought to be done, and I suggested to him 
to immediately wire Mr. Bielaski explaining the entire circumstances regarding 
Calzado, and the claims he had made. Mr. Dennison then telegraphed Chief 
Bielaski, and on October 16 Mr. Dennison showed me copy of Chief Bielaski’s 
wire to Mr. Keep regarding Calzado, which proved, as I already had Known. 
that Calzudo’s statements to Conaty were simply the customary Mexican lies. 

Calzado in his several conversations with Conaty endeavored to use Chief 
Bielaski's name, and the telegrams he had received from him; likewise his 
alleged employment as a representative of Chief Bielaski to intimidate Conaty 
into issuing him a temporary permit card te visit Mexico. 

“alzado was born on October 14, 1875, at Saltillo, Coahuila, Mexico, His 
mother, Mrs. Santos Barrero Calzado, is now living at Galveston, Tex. Calzado 
entered the United States during October, 1914, at El Paso, Tex.. aud in 19H, 
1915, 1916. 1917, and to date 1918 claims to have resided at Los Angeles, 
Calif., with the exception of about six months during 1916, when he lived at 
Galveston, Tex. 

He claims to be 42 years of age, in height is about 5 feet 8 inches, weighs 125 
to 130 pounds, eves hazel in color, hair black, complexion dark, clean shaven, 
has a square chin, face and nose regular, but face thin and cheeks inclined to 
be sunken, has false teeth in front showing gold bands on bridge. 

He is the lover and is alleged to be living with the divorced wife of a choco 
late manufacturer of San Francisco, Calif., whose marriage name is alleged to 
have been Mrs Gerribelli, Calzado lives at the same house this woman does. 
loented at 1343 Albany Street, Los Angeles, Calif.: telephone 21486 or 63275. 
She is a smal blonde, blue eyes, sears on lower part of throat, dresses fashion- 
abiy and in an extremely loud manner, is a loud talker, and drinks and smokes 
in public, 

Calzados office is at S3S Title Insurance Building. Los Angeles, Calif. and 
he represents himself as being a mining engineer and oil operator. His office 
ix very poorly furnished and has but very little office equipment in same. 

Understand that Calzado's attorney and close associate js alleged to be O. D. 
Bennett. Security Bank Bullding, Los Angeles, Calif. He is likewise alleged 
to have a friend in James Spence, one of the minor officials of the Los Angeles 
Trust & Savings Bank. 

At my request Mr. Dennison, of your Los Angeles office. after T had learned 
where Calzado banked, secured for me the following report from the Los 
Angeles Trust & Savings Bank regarding Calzado: 

“Called at the Los Angeles Trust & Savings Bank and find that up until 
October 10 subject's account did not amount to much, never more than a few 
hundred dollars, but on October 10 subject deposited a draft signed by ——— 
, on —— ——. New York. payable to himself for $10,000. Subject 
at once drew a draft for $5,000, to whom the bank was unable to state at this 
time, but will try to ascertain for us. 

“On October 11 subject drew another draft of $2.550, payable to Santos 
Calzada. He, subject, has had an account in this bank for about four years. 
He is thought to be in the mining business in Lower California, He was intro- 
duced to the bank by the State Bank & Trust Co., of Sun Antonio, Tex.. and 
was also introduced by Mr. A. F. Naftsger, of Riverside, Calif. 

“Cheeks with which he opened this account were drawn on the 
Mr. Naftsger, in introducing subject to the bank, stated that he bad known 
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him Jong and favorably ; that he was interested in large financial operations in 
Mexico, and that at some future date his account would be a profitable one. 
So far as the bank records show, the checks they have on hand drawn by this 
subject ure all in rather small amounts, nothing over $150. and payable to 
various merchants about the town, the telephone company, etc., and a number 
of 825 checks to himself.” 

In checking up Calzado through Godchaux, who had for a period of nearly 
two weeks many conversations with Godchaux, who likewise lavishly euter- 
tained him and his lover and other friends of his, and who likewise, on my 
instructions, flattered him in regard to his importance as a Mexican revolu- 
tionary leader, secured for me in that way a great deal of information from 
Calzado regarding himself and other Mexican revolutionists. Calzado apparently 
is exceedingly vain as to his own ability, standing, etc., in Mexican revolutionary 
affairs, 

As mentioned hereinbefore, Godchaux was first introduced to Calzado by 
Martin de Leon and Betancourt, at Calzado’s office, 848 Title Insurance Building, 
on October 8, and at that time Godchaux told Calzado that he himself was also 
an vil operator, and that his several principals in New York would be very 
much interested in the possibilities of oil investment opportunities in Mexico. 
Calzado, thinking he undoubtedly had a live nsh on his line, immediately began 
opening up to Godehaus regarding his (Calzado’s) importance and influence 
with many prominent Mexicans and Americans, 

Godchaux was constantly with Calzado from that time on. Godchaux, on 
October 11, with Betancourt, Martin de Leon, and Calzado, were to go to San. 
Diego by automobile with Samuel Vasquez, Mexican consul of San Diego. 
Vasquez, however, was unable to make the trip, and it was therefore postponed, 

(m October 13, 1918, Godehnux went to Calexico with Betancourt, and on Octo- 
her 15, 1918, as fully covered in my report of October 23, 1918, entitled: “ Re 
F. R. Betancourt and his Mexican revolutionary activities,” Godchaux returned 
to Los Angeles, at Betancourt's request, to get Calzado and have him return to 
Calexico with Godchaux. : . 

In so much as it was part of the arrangements between Godchaux and Betan 
court to have Calzado go to Mexicala, Mexico, to see Gov. Cantu with them, 
and in so much as Calzado had not been able to secure a temporary permit 
card to cross the border, I therefore, on October 14. arranged, with the assistance 


af Mr. Keep and Mr. Conaty. to have it appear as if Godchaux, through the 


influence of Mr. Poole at New York, had fixed things at the State Department 
whereby the State Department had wired Conaty to issue a temporary permit 
card for Calzado, This was done and seemed to make quite an impression on 
Calzado in regard to the influence of Godchanx and his principals. 

After Godchaux reached Calexico with Betancourt on October 14, 1918, he 
immediately, as mentioned in my report of October 23, 1918, regarding Betan- 
court, requested Godehaux fo telephone Calzado at Los Angeles that he, 
Godchaux. was leaving there for Los Angeles to see Calzado. Godchaux, how- 
ever, telegraphed Calzado from Calexico via Western Union Telegraph as 
follows: 

CALEXICO, October 15, 1918. 
EVseEnieg (ALZADO, 
1343 Albany Street, Los Angeles, Calif.: 

Betancourt advises wait for me. Leaving to-night. Important see Vou, 

P. M. Gopcuaux. 


Godchaux then left Calexico on October 15 at 7.30 p. m. and arrived in Los 
Angeles at 7.45 n. m. Ociober 16. He immediately telephoned Calzado at his 
residence and made engagement to meet him at his office at 10 a. m. Godchaux 
then fully explained the situation which had arisen at Calexico regarding the 
Statements made by Emilio Gonzales to Betancourt about the United States 
Secret Service being wise to the entire Betancourt transaction, and which had 
éreatly frightened Betancourt, as fully covered in my report of October 23, 
1918, under the heading of “ Confidential report re F. R. Betancourt and his 
lexican revolutionary activities.” 

Calzado at that time seemed to be very much put out about Betancourt ever 
having gone to Calexico to take the arms and ammunition deal up with Goy. 
Cantu without he, Calzado, having been with them. Calzado then opened up 
“hl spoke very frankly about his entire revolutionary connections and ability 
to handle any and all revolutionary matters, and told Godchaux that he, Cal- 
zado, was in reality one of the most successful) Mexican revolutionists that 
Mexico had ever known from the original Madero revolution to date, 
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Calzado at that time also told Godchaux that he, with Raul Madero, Gen. 
Angeles, Diaz Lombardo, and a few others, had been and was even to this day 
the real brains behind the Villa movement. He also told Godchaux that he, 
“alzado, had been Villa’s chief of transportation, and even to this date was on 
close nnd intimate terms with Villa and his various leaders, and always had 
been and would be a Villista. Likewise he was thoroughly familiar with all 
of Villa’s present plans, ete. He then showed Godchaux several photographs 
of himself with some of the Villistas. 

He then explained to Godchaux that he knew all along about the Poole- 
Godchaux transaction, which first started in April and May, 1918, and that he, 
Calzado, had made a special trip to San Antonio, Tex., during May, 1915, to 
see these contracts and to fully discuss the entire proposed transaction with 
Betancourt, Warden, and others of their associates. God chaux also learned 
from Calzado at that time that he, Calzado, had been largely instrumental, so 
he claims, in influencing Gen. Estaban Cantu, Mexican governor of Lower 
California, in entering into a combination consisting of nearly all of the 
different Mexican revolutionary factions, whereby Cantu was to head the move 
ment to overthrow Carranza, 

Godehaux asked Calzado at that time if Cantu was friendly with Gen. 
Obregon, and Caizado said Cantu was playing with Obregon but at heart has 
no use for him and at the proper time would double-cross him and threw the 
hooks into him in every way he possibly could. 

Godchaux at this conversation learned from Calzado that he and several 
of his associntes lad been assured of the support of the United States from 
Chief Bielnski of the Department of Justice and others connected with the 
United States Government ot Washington, and this support in every way 
possible would be extended to Cantu, Calzado, and their associates whenever 
they were ready to strike in their attempt to overthrow Carranza. 

Godchaux states that Calzado then patted himself on the chest, and gave 
him to understand that he, Calzado, would be the biggest man in Mexico be 
‘ause he had negotiated things in Washington for Cantu and their revolu- 
tionary movement. 

Godcehaux flattered Calzado along at that time about his importance, ability, 
ete, all of which he scientifically ate up. Godchaux likewise learned from 
him that insomuch as Calzado did not care for anything exeept money he could 
make for himself and associates out of any Mexican affairs, and that he. 
Calzado, as a matter of fact, did not care whether they ever could or would de 
anything of importance for the United States or not, and they really otly 
expected to use the good offices of those with whom they have talked ín 
Washington to benefit their own plans. Calzado said to hell with everybody 
but ourselves, and while we promised much to the officials in Washingter, 
nevertheless, what we promise and what they get is altogether a borse of a 
different color. 

Calzado at this time stated Betancourt was a nice fellow, but egotistical, 
had no guts, and had never been cut out for a leader, irrespective of the 
faet that Betancourt has and was endeavoring to consider himself a leader. 
and that as far as Gov. Cantu and other Mexican revolutionary leaders were 
concerned, they all knew Betancourt, and none of them took him seriously. 
Furthermore, that Betancourt was a woman chaser, and in the end, if siven 
plenty of rope, always balled everything up. 

Insomuch as Calzado had fallen down in his attempt to seeure a permit 
eard to eross into Mexico at Calexico, through Chief Bielaski or from Coiyity 
as mentioned in paragraphs 5 and 6, page 1, of this report, and as it was 
necessary for Godchaux to have Calzado in Mexieala when he saw Gov. Cant 
therefore. Godchaux told him = that possibly Mr. Poole could, through his 
political influence, secure a permit eard for him. d 

jodehaux. therefore, on October 16. after Calzado had read same, sent via 
Western Union the following telegram to Mr. Poole: 


Los ANGELES, October 16, 1918. 
J. S. POOLE, 
Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, New York City, N. Y.: 

Had to return here this morning to secure advice and services experienced 
mining engineer, Who is absolutely necessary to use to successfully handle 
business, therefore important. Immediately request State Department issue 
temporary permit card for at least four days in name Eusebio Calzado to 
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visit Mexico from Calexico. Dislike very much to bother you again regarding 
permit, but absolutely necessary to do so. Want permit card be issued if pos- 
sible not later than Octeber 17. 

P. M. GopcHAUXx. 


Through the cooperation Mr. Keep, at my suggestion Godchaux received 
via the Western Union on October 17 the following phony telegram : 


New York, N. Y., October 17, 1918. 
P. M. GopcHaux, 
Hotel Alexandria, Los Angeles, Calif.: 


Replying your night lettergram October 16, have arranged through Senator 
friend who has advised me that the State Deparment has wired immigration 
oficials at Los Angeles instructing them to immediately issue permit card to 
mining engineer mentioned your telegram. Again refer you to my telegram 
October 16 regarding New Orleans merchandise. 


When the above telegram was shown to Calzado it seemed to make quite 
an impression on him. 

I then saw Conaty, explained the matter to him, and at my request he issued 
a temporary permit card to Calzado. 

Calzado then arranged with Godchaux for them to leave for Calexico on the 
night of October 17. Godehaux and he left Los Angeles on that date at 7.45 
p. m. and arrived at Calexico at 7.30 a. m. October 18, and registered at the 
Calexico Hotel. 

On the morning of October 18, after Calzado and Godchaux arrived at the 
Hotel Calexico, they learned that Betancourt had left Calexico on the night of 
October 17 for Los Angeles, and therefore had not waited in Calexico for the 
arrival of Calzado and Godchaux, as per previous arrangements. 

At this time Calzado told Godchaux not to let Betancourt or any of the others 
know that he (Calzado) had secured a temporary permit card to cross into 
Mexico through the influence of Godchaux, for he wanted his Mexican acquain- 
tances to believe he had secured this permit card through his own personal in- 
fluence at Washington. 

On October 18 at 10 a. m. Godchaux and Calzado left Calexico for Mexicalta. 
Upon their arrival in Mexicala Godehaux was introduced to Mr. Barera, seere- 
tary of state for Lower California, whose office is an anteroom of Gen. Cantuw’s, 
and a few moments later Calzado and Godchaux were taken into Gov. Cantu’s 
office, where they saw Mr. Guerrera. the private secretary of Gov. Cantu, who 
Godehaux had previously met on his first visit to Mexicala with Betancourt. 
Godchaux at 10.30 a. m. was then introduced to Gov. Cantu, and at that time 
Presented the arms and ammunition proposition, through Calzado, to Gov. Cantu. 

After a conference of about two hours Gov. Cantu, who was very much inter- 
Sted at all times in the arms and ammunition proposition and who told God- 
chaux at that time he could use from one to ten million 7 mm. cartridges, also 
1,500 rifles or carbines and from 15 to 20 automatic machine guns at the prices 
Mentioned in Godchaux’s phony letter of September 30, 1918, to Mr. Poole, which 
was shown to Gov. Cantu. This letter was prepared in advance and was as 
follows: 

Letter addressed to Washington, D. C., and New York City, respectively. 


SEPTEMBER 39, 1978. 
Mr. J. S. Poorer. 

My Dear Str ann Frrenn: Have just arrived in Los Angeles, after spending 
` few days at San Antonio to talk over business matters with my friends 

ere, - 

They have suggested that. in so far as the volume of business that can be 
done here and in Lower California will be very large, I give them by way of 
a letter from you in which some guaranty as to my ability and likewise your 
assuredness of being able to sell them the following goods f. o. b. Lower Califor- 
Ma, as per listed price and quantity : 10.000.000 30.30 cartridges, at $50 per thou- 
Sand; 10,000,000 7-mm. cartridges, at $54 per thousand ; 3.000 30.30 Winchester 
a (carbine), at $16 each; 10 or more 7-min. Colts machine guns, at $1,000 
each, 


Immediately upon receipt of this letter kindly advise me accordingly, 
I feel certain that these gentlemen now mean business and that with my 
Cooperation can see no reason Why we should not close some satisfactory deal. 
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I will write you fully concerning the past transactions relative to the goods 
on hand, and assure you that by not having consummated same it has been 
a great Joss to both you as well as them. Am writing somewhat in haste, 
wanting this letter to leave to-day, therefore pardon briefness. 

Believe ine, as ever, 

Yours, very truly, 
P. M. GopcHatx. 


Cantu told Godchaux he intended to head the largest revolutionary move- 
ment Mexico ever had had and that he had gradually been perfecting his 
plans for the last year along these lines. and through his combination with 
Manuel Pelaez in the south, Villa in the central of Mexico, and with a com- 
plete perfected organization along the border, that when he, Cantu, started 
his movement within the next three to six months they would sweep every- 
thing from the border down on into Mexico. 

Cantu then gave Godchaux to understand that he had positive assurances 
from prominent American friends of his that the United States Government 
would corporate with him to the extreme limit, and at no time would the 
United States Secret Service interfere with his revolutionary activities. As 
an illustration of his power with the United States Government officials he 
said “ Why they have even allowed me many times to secure arms and am- 
munition out of the United States.” 

Godchaux then asked Cantu how he expected to get these arms and am- 
munition into Mexico and Cantu said, “I want the goods in car-load lots, and 
insomuch as the United States guards at Calexico are my friends and for me 
and as the United States is also for me, therefore in ear-load lots these goods 
can be brought into my territory via Calexico and I will then ship them from 
Mexicala, in bond baek to the United States, to Mexican towns across from 
Eagle Pass, Laredo. Brownsville, and El Paso, Tex., and by the time these 
goods reach the Mexican towns across from the American towns mentioned 
our revolutionary leaders will at'the same time be prepared to seize these 
towns.” 

When it came down to the question of terms and conditions regarding pay- 
ment of these goods Cantu told Godchaux, that the entire details would be 
in the hands of Mr. Barera and Mr. Guerrera, and they in turn would handle 
their negotiations with Godchaux and Calzado. These three parties then as- 
sured Godchaux of the faet that they had and could get any amount of money 
they wanted to purchase these goods, 

Prior to Godchaux’s introduction to Cantu, Calzado told him he would have 
to arrange to fix the matter up as far as profit and graft was concerned so 
Barera and Guerrera could get this. 

On October 18 Calzado, Barera, and Godchaux had supper together in a 
Mexican restaurant, and at that time it was agreed between the three of 
them that they would stick an extra protit of $5 per 1,000 on the cartridges, 
and the same price on each rifle and carbine for themselves on all such goods 
sold to Cantu or his associates, also that Godchoux and Poole were to let 
Calzado and Barera in on their profits. 

After Godehawx’s first conference with Cantu, and the other parties men- 
tioned hereinbefore, it was agreed that during the following week they were 
to return to Calexico to consummate the deal or at least part of same. 

On the afternoon of October I8. Godchaux. Calzado, Barera, Guerrera, and 
another Mexican by the name of Antonio Elosua, of San Diego, Calif., went 
riding in a seven-passenger automobile driven by the youngest son of Pablo 
Dato, who is the father-in-law of Gov. Cantu. They drove out to a eotton 
plantation belonging to the Dato family about 5 niles from Mexicali. in 
Mexico, This ecotten plantation follows a little eanal or water ditch close 
along the international dividing line between California and Mexico. Several 
points along this ditch or canal was shown to Godehaux as the places where 
Calzado said he and other friends of Cantu had several times during the 
last year run over quantities of ammunition for Cantu. 

On October 19 Godchaux and Calzado again went to Mexicala, and Calzado 
told bim that it was best for he. Calzado, to have a private talk with Cant. 
Godchaux therefore waited for Calzado in the outer office of Cantu's place, 
and after Calzado came out of Cantu’s office they then returned to Calexico. 
Calzado stated Cantu was very much impressed with Godchaux’s proposition 
and bis ability to handle arms and ammunition deals for them. 

Calzada, when he first arrived in Calexico, on the morning of October 18, 
learned that Betancourt had returned in the meanwhile to Los Angeles. He: 
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was Very much put out about it and was in a deathly hurry to get back to 
Los Angeles to see Betancourt. Therefore on the night of October 19 Calazado 
and Godchaux left Calexico at 7.30 p. m. and arrived in Los Angeles at 
7.45 a.m. October 20, and registered at the Alexandria Hotel. 

On the trip up to Los Angeles on the night of October 19 Calzado was very 
much elated over their prospects, and said if they stuck together that he and 
Godchaux could make several hundreds of thousands of dollars out of the 
revolution by becoming purchasing agents for all of Cantu’s arms, ammunition, 
and other supplies. 

Godchaux at that time, as previously mentioned herein, lead Calzado on 
regarding Cantu, and Calzado said Cantu was a very good fellow, but had 
very little ability and would never have amounted to a dam if it had not 
been for his father-in-law, Pablo Dato, and that in reality Pablo Dato was the 
entire brains behind Cantu. Furthermore. that Dato had planned with him, 
Calzado, and his other associates, practically all of the revolutionary move- 
nents. and that Dato was the man they not only had to fear but to please, 
and that if any man ever controlled another man Dato certainly had Cantu 
and everybody around him under his thumb. He also said that he (Calzado) 
was on very intimate and friendly terms with Pablo Dato, who had a great 
deal of confidence in his, Calzado’s, ability. 7 

Godchaux on this trip to Calexico secured from Calzado and ‘others a great 
deal of valuable information regarding Cantu, Dato, and others. which is fully 
covered in my report of November 23, entitled: “ Continuation report September 
4. 1918, re participation of Col. Estagan Cantu, Mexican governor of Lower 
California, in Mexican revolutionary activities, and his connection with Pablo 
Dato, sr., alien enemy and real power and brains behind Cantu.” 

After Calzado and Godchaux arrived in Los Angeles on the morning of Octo- 
ber 20 Calzado up to that moment when Godchaux told him good-bye, and made 
om engagement to meet him at his office at noon of that day. Calzado could not, 
80 Godchaux states, have been more friendly, intimate, or frank regarding the 
plans, ete., of the revolutionists. 

After Godchaux arrived at his hotel he telephoned Betancourt at Room 523, 
Hayward Hotel, and made an engagement with Betancourt to meet him at Cal- 
zado’s office as previously arranged with Calzado for 12.30 p. m. that day. 
Betan court asked Godchaux at that time if Calzado was at his office or resi- 
dence at that moment, and Godchaux said presumably at his residence. 

Godchaux therefore at noon on October 20 met Betancourt and Calzado at 
Calzado’s office, 838 Title Insurance Building. Calzado told him he had seen 
Betancourt at 10.30 n. m. that morning, and that he and Betancourt had a 
very extensive conversation in regard to the arms and ammunition proposition, 
likewise in regard to their negotiations with Cantu. 

Godchaux then immediately realized that Betacourt had thoroughly impreg- 
hated Calzado with the same fear that he (Betancourt) had regarding the fact 
that the secret-service people were after Betancourt and Godchaux as per 
information given to Betancourt regarding this mater by Emilio Gonzales who 
had told Betancourt at Calexico that a secret-service friend of his (Gonzales) 
had told him that they knew all about the entire Betancourt-Godchaux negotia- 
tions and even had seen photographic copies of a great deal of Betancourt’s 
‘orrespondence regarding these matters. 

Godchaux could see at that moment that Calzado was a changed man and 
Was exceedingly nervous, and apparently very much frightened over the entire 
Situation and repeatedly walked up and down his office and said, “ My God, this 
is dreadful: it will simply ruin everything we have planned.” 

Godchaux states that Galzado had a most extreme cnse of nervousness and 
fright regarding this matter, and closed up like a clam regarding the entire 
Matter, and said. “ We will have to drop this matter for the time being: fur- 
thermore, all of us, if we are brought before the authorities, must swenr there 
is absolutely nothing in this matter, and we have never discussed arms and 
ammunition.” Calzado then said, “I am going to deny to the bitter end that I 
ever went to Calexico.” 

Godchaux then made an engagement to see Betancourt and Calzado that 
evening, and later took Calzado and his lover at 8.15 p. m. to the Victor Hugo 
Testaurant. Godchaux at that time for over two hours attempted to ease 

alzado's mind in regard to there heing any danger, and furthermore told him 
t was utterly impossible for Emilio Gonzales to have ever received such infor- 
mation as he in turn had passed on to Betancourt regarding the secret-service 
People being fully aware of their plans. 
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Godchaux then said to Calzado, “ I don’t understand this proposition at all. 
You, Betancourt, Cantu, and all the rest of you have repeatedly told me that 
the United States Government, likewise its Secret Service people, had assured 
you of their support, and now you come in and display the greatest fright in 
regard to them knowing anything of this deal.” Calzado said, “ You don’t un- 
derstand, Mr. Godchaux, for we were to let the United States Government and 
authorities know about everything we proposed to do and then secure their 
permission to do so, but us I have told you before, we would be damn fools to 
Jet them know everything, and we never intended to do so; therefore, if they 
now learn about this deal they will know we have not kept faith with them.” 
He further said if this thing comes out it will land every one of us in jail. 

Godchaux states Calzado was so nervous, frightened, and worried over the 
situation that he could not eat his dinner. 

On October 21, at 10 a. m.. Godchaux met Calzado and Betancourt at Calzado's 
office for a definite answer in regard to the entire arms and ammunition propo- 
sition. Godchaux states that Calzado at that meeting was as much frightened 
and nervous about the entire matter as he previously had been, and that Betan- 
court was in every way altogether different in his actions, talk, and opinions 
regarding the arms and ammunition matter. Betancourt then said, “ Remem- 
ber, all of us have to stick together and deny forever that any such a deal 
existed.” 

Godchaux then fully realized that due to the fright which had been thrown 
into Betancourt by Emilio Gonzales, at Calexico, regarding the fact that the 
Secret Service people and the United States knew about the entire matter: that 
Betancourt therefore had made up his mind to, if possible, sacrifice everybody 
else and save himself, and that Calzado who in turn had been badly frightened 
by Betancourt likewise intended to do the same. They also said, we hive to 
take to cover now and drop this deal forever. 

Betancourt also at the start of the conversation treated Godchaux in a very 
cold manner, and seemed to blame him for the entire matter, Godchaux thea 
asked Betancourt, “ Where do vou suppose I am going to get off regarding this 
matter with my principals? Furthermore, you have dragged me around the 
country for about six months on this deal promising this, that, or the other 
thing and you have never complied with any parts of your proposition, and in 
addition to that, if you are involved with the authorities, so am I.” 

Godehaux states his idea in making that remark to Betancourt was to learn 
positively if Betancourt and Calzado were really sincere in regard to their 
changed ideas and attitudes regarding their arms and ammunition deal, 

Betancourt then said to Godchaux., “Tt is true I am not complying with my 
agreements, but after having received that information from Gonzales it looks 
like jail for me and I am going to save myself irrespective of who else gets 
savel or not.” He then said to Godchaux, “Where are all of the contracts, 
papers, documents, etc.. pertaining to these deals which I have signed and 
which are in your possession?” Betancourt then also said, “I want all of 
those papers and contracts back for I would not be able to sleep any more as 
long as I knew they were out of my hands.” Godchaux told him they were in 
his possession in a safety deposit box at the Alexandria Hotel. Betancourt and 
Calzado then said, “ Let's go over to the hotel and get those papers at once.” 

Godchaux said, “No: that can’t be done, for those papers and documents 
that belong to my principals, and I am not going to give them back to you until 
I am so authorized to do so by Mr. Poole.” At that moment, when Godchaux 
refused to surrender these papers, Betancourt. so Godchaux states, had a 
brain storm, jumped up and yelled out he would get those papers if he had to 
choke them out of Godchaux, and started over to Godchaux, who then got up 
out of his chair, backed into a corner and told Betancourt, “ You try to put 
your hand on me and I will kill you.” 

Godchaux realized that everything was up so far as Betancourt and his asso- 
ciates were concerned, ad nothing more could be done with them, so he tells me. 
He then backed out of Cualzado’s oflice and told both Calzado and Betancourt, 
“ Go to bell; if you try to start anything with me I will bump the pair of you 
off.” Betancourt at that moment started toward the door, so Godchaux states, 
and Godchaux lifted his coat, which allowed Betancourt to see that he had a 
gun in each hip pocket, and told Betancourt, “ You can't bluff me, try Jumpir 
on me and you will get hurt.” 

Godchaux then left the building and late that afternoon Calzado telephoned 
him, “Say. old man, you are not sore at me. are you, for it’s not my fault. 
and also said that Betancourt was crazy and that he and Betancourt would 
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be willing to give Godchaux $600 for the papers and contracts, and made an 
engagement to meet Godchaux at his. Calzado’s office, at 3.30 that afternoon. 
Godchaux, however, at my suggestion, did not keep his engagement with 
Calzado. 

On October 22 Calzado telephoned Godchaux at the Alexandria Hotel and at 
that time told him it was the best thing for evervbody to settle the entire matter 
amicably and for Godchaux not to stay mad at him. Calzado then told God- 
chanx “we will pay all of the expenses you have had in regard to those negoti- 
ations.” and asked Godchaux what it amounted to. Godehaux told him about 
$1.200, and Calzado said, “All right. we will arrange that, and you will turn all 
of Betancourt’s papers over for that amount.” Godchaux said only after he had 
put their proposition up to Mr. Poole. ‘ 

Godchaux from that time on until he left Los Angeles saw no more of 
Calzado. l 

The report of Arthur C. Dennison, of your Los Angeles office, of October 23, 
191S. under the heading of “ Regarding Fiacero R. Betancourt and E. Calzado, 
Mexican revolutionary activities,’ will give you complete details regarding nddi- 
tional information pertaining to Calzado and Betancourt in regard to the further 
developments of this case, 

Your attenton is emled to pages 6 and 7, S. 11. and 13 of Mr. Dennison’s report 
in regard to the alibi Calzado was attempting to fix up for himself regarding 
these matters with Mr. Dennison. Likewise the fact that Calzado, as shown on 
pages 7 and 8 of Mr. Dennison’s report, deliberately lied to him in regard to 
hin, Calzado, having gone to Calexico with Godchaux. 

As mentioned hereinbefore, it Was Godchaux who obtained through me the 
pernit card for Calzado to cross from Calexico to Mexico. The immigration 
oficial, Mr. Ellis, at Calexico. issued the permit eard to Calzado after having 
heen introduced to him by Godchaux. This in itself shows how deliberately and 
consistently he lied in his statements to Mr. Dennison. 

Mr. Dennison as mentioned in his above report handled al} of the matters 
mentioned in his reports. At my suggestion dug out a great deal of informa- 
tion from Calzado and Betancourt from suggestive leads I gave him to ask 
these parties, Mr. Dennison'’s work in handling this entire matter was skill- 
fully and exceedingly well done, for as his reports show regarding these 
parties, he was dealing with two of the most skillful liars he probably has ever 
me in contact with and who at one hour made to him a certain statement or 
claim and at the same hour the next day would repudiate it or change their 
previous statement. 

This is full¥ ilustrated in Mr. Dennison’s report of October 28. entitled 

“Regarding Fiacro R. Betancourt and E. Calzado, Mexican revolutionary 
matters.” In this report Mr. Dennison states that Betancourt changed his 
‘tatement of the previous day regarding what Gonzales had told him about the 
“cret service, people, etc. 
Mr. Dennison’s report of November 2, entitled “Re Fiacro R. Betancourt and 
E, Calzado, Mexican revolutionary activities,” also shows that when he ques- 
tained Emilio Gonzales rewarding the statement made by Betancourt as to 
what Gonzales had told him about the seecret-service people knowing nll about 
his arms and ammunition deals with Godehaux. That Gonzales flatly denied 
to Mr. Dennison he had ever mentioned such a matter to Betancourt. 

On pages 1 and 11, of Mr. Dennison’s report of October 23, Calzado stated 
that Betancourt had entered into all of these contracts with Godcehaux and 
his Principals innocently, not knowing that his act was a violation of the 
neutrality laws. Your department is in possession of letters written by Betan- 
“ourt and many of his associates, warning them to be careful in regard to 
Using the mails, due to the fact that many of their letters were being censored, 
and likewise they were in danger of being caught. 

On page 15 of Mr. Dennison’s report. of October 23, he fully gave the cause 
for the ending of the Betancourt-Calzado-Godchaux matters, as follows: 

“It is apparent that the turning point in the entire negotiations between 
Godchaux and Betancourt came about in Calexico when Betancourt was warned 
hy Emilio Gonzales against Godchaux.” 

Summing up all of the information that I have been able to secure from 
every available source regarding Calzado, am fully convinced of the fact that 
e has been and is a go-hetween for many Mexican revolutionary leaders with 
Americans who have or want to obtain large profits out of Mexican revoly- 
tionary affairs. 
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He also has, and is using to the extreme limit, the alleged assurances which 
he claims to have received from Chief Bielaski, and to Godchaux, Mr. Conaty 
of the immigration service at Los Angeles, and even to Mr. Dennison, used 
the name of Chief Bielaski just as if they were brothers, and. invariably to all 
of these parties, with the probable exception of Mr. Dennison, gave them to 
understand that Chief Bielaski intended to do everything he could at any time 
for Calzado, all of this, of course, was the usual Mexican lie. 

AS far as Calzado’s general reputation is concerned, even among Mexicans, 
he is known to be very shrewd, a deliberate Har, and unscrupulous to the core, 
and yellow as far as his personal nerve is concerned. Mr. Dennison’s report 
of October 23, entitled “ Regarding Fiacro R. Betancourt and E. Calzado, Mex- 
ican revolutionary activities,” conclusively proves that he deliberately lied to 
Mr. Dennison regarding practically all of his statements. 

If I may be permitted to suggest, it Is important, in my opinion, to have 
Mr. Keep or Mr. Dennison, of your Los Angeles office, instruct Calzado to call 
at their office and then emphatically warn him if they ever hear again of him 
(Calzado) using in any manner the name of Chief Bielaski or of any other 
United States official, in that event Calzado will be slapped into jail. 

I make this suggestion due to the fact that Calzado, from all T ean learn, as 
mentioned hereinbefore, has used Chief Bielaski’s name to promote his own 
business and personal propositions not only with Mexicans but with Americans, 

The telegram Chief Bielaski sent to his Los Angeles office in answer to the 
one mentioned hereinbefore proves that all statements made by Calzado to be 
the usual Mexican lie. The telegram is as follows: 


WASHINGTON, D. C., October 16, 1918. 
KEEP, 


Federal Building, Los Angeles, Calif.: 


Telegram of yesterday. Calzado called on me several times concerning his 
plans for revolution against Carranza to be headed by Cantu. Was encour- 
aged to give details of his plans for information of this Government. Under- 
stand his reputation among Mexicans not good. Desired me help him secure 
passage across border. Only telegrams which I have sent him states that be 
should apply to immigration inspector, and second one advising him not practi- 
cable to waive regulations in his case. Secure all possible information concern- 
ing his activities, but do not take any action except in emergency without 
conferring with department. 

BIELASKI, Bureau of Investigation. 


Confidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice re statement made by 
F. R. Betancourt to agent of your Los Angeles office that Emilio Gonzales 
had received from a friend in the United States Seeret Service full informa- 
tion regarding Betancourt’s Mexican revolutionary activities. 


NEW ORLEANS, La., Norember 27, 1918. 

On October 15, 1918, as mentioned in my report of November 23, 1918, en- 
titled “Continuation confidential report September 23, 1918. re trip of F. R. 
Betancourt from New Orleans to Los Angeles to make arrangements with Gov. 
Estaban Cantu. of Lower California, regarding arms and ammunition to be 
run out of the United States.” Betancourt claimed that Emilio Gonzales, in the 
lobby of the Calexico Hotel, at Calexico, Calif., told him that a secret service 
friend of his (Gonzales) had warned him to the effect that the secret service 
people were thoroughly familiar with all of the Betancourt-Godchaux revolu- 
tionary activities. 

Mr. A. C. Dennison, of your Los Angeles office, in his report of October 24 
1918, entitled “ Re Fincro R. Betancourt and E. Calzado Mexican revolutionaTy 
activities,” stated in that report that Betancourt told him he had met on OC 
tober 15, in the lobby of the hotel at Calexico, an old friend of his whom he had 
not seen in 17 years, a Mexican attorney named Emilio Gonzales. I quote from 
the report of Mr. Dennisou, as mentioned hereinbefore. as follows: 

“A Mexiean attorney named Emilio Gonzales: He stated that Gonzales was 
an attorney for the large cotton company in the Tmperinl Valley, the name of 
which company he could not remember. (This is the Globe Milling Co.) 
Betancourt stated that Gonzales had asked him if he knew a young Frenchman. 
who Was staying at the Alexandria Hotel in Los Angeles, whose name he could 
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not remember, but which he believed began with “G-” Betancourt inquired if 
he meant Godchaux. Gonzales replied, ©“ Yes; that is the name.” Gonzales 
asked if Betancourt had had any dealings with Godechaux, and Betancourt 
replied that he just knew him slightly. Gonzales then warned him against 
Godchaux, stating that he (Gonzales) had a friend in the United States Secret 
Service, Department of Justice, who had informed him that Godchaux was 
being trailed by detectives. who followed him from New Orleans, and who were 
opening and photographing all mail and telegrams which were received by 
Godchaux. Betancourt claimed that Gonzales did not tell him the name of the 
man who had given him this information. Betancourt stated that this ter- 
rified him so that he was unwilling to take Godchaux to see Col. Cantu, and he 
returned to Los Angeles, leaving Godchaux at Calexico. Betancourt stated that 
he did not know how long Godchaux remained in Calexico or what success he 
had in his attempt to see Col. Cantu or sell him the arms and ammunition which 
he had in New Orleans.” 

You will notice in the above statement of Mr. Dennison’s report that Betan- 
court lied to Mr. Dennison when he stated that he had left Godchaux in 
Calexico; as a matter of fact he requested Godchaux to go to Los Angeles to 
get Calzado, as is fully covered in my report of November 23, 1918, entitled, 
“Re Eusevio Calzado, Mexican revolutionary leader at Los Angeles, Calif., 
which shows his connections with Col. Estaban Cantu and Gen. Poncho Villa,” 
In that report on page 4, paragraph 6, likewise on page 5, paragraphs 1, 2, and 
3, you will find full information regarding this matter. 

When Mr. Dennison repeated to me what Betancourt had told him regarding 
Gonzales, as mentioned on page 12 of Mr. Dennison’s report, I suggested to 
Mr. Dennison that he immediately have Betancourt reduce his statement to 
writing regarding Gonzales, also that he get in touch with Gonzales and force 
him to divulge the name of his secret-service friend, who had given him the 
information Betancourt bad mentioned. 

Mr. Dennison’s report of November 7, 1918, entitled “ Re Fiacro R. Betan- 
court and E. Calzado, Mexican revolutionary activities,” I quote from the above- 
mentioned report of Mr. Dennison as follows: 

“Referring to my report for October 24, in the above-entitled matter, Emilio 
Gonzales to-day called at this office at my request. I asked him what he knew 
about a young man named: Godchaux, who had recently been at the Alexandria 
Hotel. He replied that he had met Godchaux in Calexico some time during the 
week of October 14 in company with an old school friend of his, Betancourt. 
He said that he had never heard of Godchaux until the morning when he ar- 
rived in Calexico and looking over the hotel register he saw Godchaux’s name 
Written either just below or just above the uame of Betancourt. 

“I questioned Gonzales for some time, but could elicit no information other 
than this. I then told him briefly the story which Betancourt had told of his 
being warned against Godchaux by Gonzales, us outlined in my reports of 
October 23 and October 24. Gonzales branded this statement of Betancourt 
as an absolute falsehood, reiterating the fact that he had never heard of God- 
chaux until he had seen the name on the register with Betancourt’s. He 
‘tated that he had heard rumors for some years past of Betancourt’s revolu- 
honary activities and upon meeting him in Calexico assumed that he was there 
In some such connection with Col. Cantu. He snid that he had warned Betan- 
“urt in a general way that the Government officials were active in their in- 
vestigation of such matters and that if he were in this part of the country in 
“onnection with any Mexican revolutionary plot it behooved him to be very 
Careful, He Strongly and specifienly denied that part of Betancourt’s stutement 
n Which it is alleged that Gonzales had said that he had been informed by a 
friend that the secret service was intercepting mail and telegrams addressed 
to Godchaux. Gonzales was unable to state the name of the person who had 
given him information in regard to Betancourt'’s past activities, but was under 
the impression that he had perhaps discussed the matter with Jose Trevino, 
Who is attached to the staff of Col. Cantu. 

” Gonzales, owing to his connection with the Globe Mills, is anxious, I am 
sure, to keep in the good graces of this Government, and I do not believe that 
his friendship for Betancourt would be sufficient cause for his falsifying in 
order to afford Betancourt protection.” 

The above report of Mr. Dennison shows that Betancourt or Gonzales, one or 
hoth of them, lied regarding this matter. 
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Betancourt, up to the moment he met Gonzales in the lobby of the hotel at 
Calexico. was very enthusiastic in regard to the prospects he and Godchaux had 
regarding the arms and ammunition deal and the big profit they were to make 
out of it. Also, up to that very moment Betancourt could not have been more 
friendly, intimate, or frank in his conversation and actions with Godchaux. 

As stated in my report of November 23, 1918, regarding Betancourt, from the 
moment he finished his conversation with Gonzales at Calexico he was alte- 
gether a changed man, and was not only badly scared but avoided at all times 
and in every way Godchaux from that moment on, as has been fully covered in 
my report of November 23, entitled “ Re Esuevio Calzado, Mexican revolutionary 
lender at Los Angeles, Calif., which shows his connections with Col. Estaban 
Cantu and Gen. Pancho Villa.” 

Mr, Dennison’s report of October 24, entitled “ Re Fiacro R. Betancourt, E. 
Calzado, Mexican revolutionary activities,” page 15 of that report, fully gave 
the cause, as I see and understand it, for the ending of the Betancourt-Calzado- 
Godchaux matters as follows: 

“Tt is apparent that the turning point in the entire negotiations between 
Godchaux and Betancourt came about in Calexico when Betancourt was warned 
by Emilio Gonzales against Godchaux.” 

Knowing Betancourt and all of his associates as I do, irrespective of the 
statement made by Gonzales, as is fully covered in Mr. Dennison's report of 
November 7, mentioned hereinbefore, that he never mentioned any such matter 
to Betancourt. I am nevertheless convinced of the fact that Betancourt did 
receive at Calexico the information he claimed Gonzales gave him regarding his 
Secret Service friend. 

On October 15, over a week before the final breakup occurred between God- 
chaux and Betancourt, Godchaux received the information about what Gon- 
ziles had said, then a few days later Betancourt repeats to Mr. Dennison the 
same information he had given Godchaux. Therefore I see no reason for Betan- 
court to out of a clear sky have manufactured that story at Calexico. I feel 
absolutely sure that Gonzales did make the statement to Betancourt at Calexico 
that Betancourt claims he made, 

Gonzales, in his statement to Mr. Dennison, realizing that he was probably up 
against it, flatly denied every having made any such statement to Betancourt. 
I believe it was necessary for Gonzales to do so to protect the source of informa- 
tion from his Secret Service friend which he claimed to Betancourt he had 
secured. 

In so much as the information Gonzales gave Betancourt at Calexico was en- 
tirely responsible for ruining the inside souree of information that your depart- 
ment has had regarding activities of Betancourt and all of his associates through 
Godchaux, which up to that moment had been of a great deal of value to your 
department, therefore strongly recommend that this matter be closely watched. 
nnd if possible worked out whereby it will be shown how and through whom the 
leak to Gonzales originated, 

(Cresse code name for Jones.) 


Confidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice re Samuel Vasquez, 
Mexican consul general, San Diego, Calif. 


NEW ORLEANS, La., November 30, 1918. 


When Godchaux was in Calexico, Calif., he was at that time introduced to 
Vasquez. ‘Later he met Vasquez in Los Angeles through Martin de Leon, who 
told him that he was a lifelong friend of Vasquez and that Vasquez was for 
Cantu first, himself second, and for Carranza third. 

De Leon, on his personal card, sent the following to Vasquez by Godchaux. 

“Ya se lo presentare y tal vez podamos hacer algo con el. wl 

OM. DE L. 


“AMIGO SAMUEL: Mi amigo el Sr. Godchaux que esta en este Hotel en el 
cuarto No. 579 desea con mucho interes un minero del San Diego Union 
sivace dejarle en la Adsalonon de este Hotel un numero, Gracias el Sr. 
Godchaux es hombre de negocias.” i 

Vasquez recently established a Mexican monthly magazine at San Dieto, 
which De Leon said was to be published in the interest of Cantu. De Leon also 
told Godehaux that Vasquez had received from Cantu and his friends financial 
backing to establish a printing plant and to operate the publication. 

De Leon also said that the purpose of the publication was to develop and 
spread propaganda for Cantu as a candidate for the Presidency of Mexico. 
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Vasquez is well educated, exceedingly shrewd, and has a strorg following 
among the Mexican population in Lower California and around San Diego and 
Los Angeles. 

As mentioned in my confidential report of November 23, 1918, under the 
heading “ Eusevio Calzado, Mexican revolutionary leader at Los Angeles, Calif.” 
which shows his connection with Col. Estaban Cantu and Gen. Pancho Villa. 
Vasquez is the close personal friend of Cantu; likewise is alleged to be his prin- 
cipal purchasing agent. 

(Cresse code name for Jones.) 


Contidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice re Mexican Govern- 
ment having secured arms and ammunition from United States, likewise 
how making inquiries for large additional quantities of same and mistake I 
believe United States Government will make by allowing arms anq am- 
munition to go into Mexico. 

NEW ORLEANS, LA., April 15, 1919. 


Understand that during the later part of March the Mexican Government ex- 
ported from El Paso, Tex., into Juarez, Mexico, 5.000 Winchester 30.30 rifles and 
carbines, likewise several hundred thousands 80.30 cartridges. Mr. J. Kra- 
kauer, who is a member of the firm of Krakauer, Zork & Moye’s Sues., wholesale 
hardware dealers of El Paso, Tex., was in New Orleans on April 7 to 10, and 
at that time told me his firm had purchased these rifles and carbines from the 
Winchester Arms Co., of New Haven, Conn., and in turn sold them to the 
Mexican Government, also the large quantity of 30.30 cartridges the Mexican 
Government exported to Mexico with these rifles were cartridges the Mexican 
Government had previously purchased, and in this lot of cartridges were a 
large quantity which had been taken over by the United States Government 
When the embargo was put on by this Government. 

Mr. Krakauer called to see me when he arrived in New Orleans, in answer 
to one of the circular latters I had sent out to a large number of wholesale 
and retail dealers offering various lots of arms and ammunition, and whieh 
have been fully covered in my previous reports of March 20, 26, and 29 entitled 
“Suggestion in regard to securing lists of various military arms and ammuni- 
tion being offered for sale throughout the United States.” 

He at that time told me his firi was in the market for all the 30.30 cartridges 
they could purchase, likewise several thousand 80.30 rifles and carbines. He 
also told me that these goods which his firm were getting lined up were being 
Secured for the Mexican Government. 

From his conversation understood that the Mexican Government either has 
ured permits from the State Department to export into Mexico large addi- 
tional quantities of arms and aminunition, or are intending to request such 
additional permits from the State Department. 

IRRESPECTIVE OF CONDITIONS IN NORTHERN MEXICO. AND I BE- 
LIEVE INVESTIGATION BY YOUR DEPARTMENT WILL CONCLUSIVELY 
PROVE MY SURMISE CORRECT. WHICH IS THAT IT IS THE ABSO- 
LUTE CONSENSUS OF OPINION AMONG EVERYBODY IN ALL OF 
THE VARIOUS BORDER STATES. EXCEPT THOSE WHOSE OPINIONS 
ARE INFLUENCED BY FINANCIAL PROFITS TO THEMSELVES, THAT 
IT IS A SERIOUS MISTAKE FOR THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
TO ALLOW THE MENICAN GOVERNMENT AT THE PRESENT TIME TO 
SECURE ANY ARMS AND AMMUNITION FROM THE UNITED STATES. 

The Mexican Government claims to need such arms and ammunition to elimi- 
Rate Villa and other bandts. As a matter of fact, Villa and all of his supporters 
and friends on both sides of the border are very glad to see arms and ammuni- 
tion coming into Mexico from the United States. 

For it enables the Villistas to replenish their own supplies of arms and atnmu- 
nition: first, by capturing such equipment from the Mexican soldiers, and 
Secondly, insomuch as rifles, carbines. and cartridges are standard curreney in 
Mexico, therefore the Villistas and other revolutionists have and will continue 
to secure large quantities of arms and ammunition from the Mexican soldiers 
¥ purchasing same from them. 

Those who really know how things are worked in Mexico would consider it a 
Safe bet that the Villistas, the Felicista, and other Mexican revolutionists will 
Within the next four months have possession either by capture or purchase at 
fast one-fourth of the last lot of arms and ammunition the State Department 

as just allowed the Mexican Government to import into Mexico. 
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I KNOW THE ARMS AND AMMUNITION BUSINESS AND I LIKE- 
WISE KNOW THE MEXICAN SITUATION, AND CONSIDER IT IS MY 
DUTY TO EMPHATICALLY RECOMMEND THAT UNTIL THE PRESENT 
MEXICAN GOVERNMENT SHOWS ITS ABILITY TO CONTROL THE 
MEXICAN SITUATION THAT IT IS A SERIOUS MISTAKE FOR THEM 
TO HAVE THE RIGHT TO SECURE ARMS AND AMMUNITION FROM 
THIS COUNTRY. (Cresse code name for Jones.) 


Continuation confidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice re Mexican 
Government having secured arms and ammunition from the United States: 
likewise. now making inquiries for large additional quantities of same. 
and mistake, I believe. United States Government will make by allowing 
arms and ammunition to go into Mexico. 


NEW ORLEANS, LA., April 26, 1919. 

As mentioned in my report of April 15, 1918, under the above heading, have 
received information from several of my informants on the border, who are 
on friendly terms with many of the revolutionists, that all of them are glad 
to see the United States allow arms and ammunition to go into Mexico, these 
revolutionists claiming either by purchase from the Mexican soldiers or cap- 
ture that they will soon be in possession of large quantities of such arms and 
ammunition, horses and other equipment the United States has allowed the 
Mexican Government to export from the United States into Mexico. 

I understand the Villistas have already captured from Mexican troops be- 
tween 250 and 300 of the cavalry horses and some of the firearms and am- 
munition the Mexican Government recently secured from merchants in the 
United States. 

As an illustration of this, , one of my informants, who lives at 
Tex., on April 18 wrote me as follows: 

“I notice the Mexican Government secured permission to cross a large amount 
of guns and ammunition, also 1,000 cavalry horses, at El Paso, Tex., aud 
they have also secured permit to cross a large amount of ammunition at La- 
redo. In conversation with an officer of the Carranza Army in Chihuahua, 
he tells me the campaign against Villa has been a failure and in every way 
a farce, and that Carranza could not get troops in Chihuahua that would be 
loyal and could be depended on to capture or combat Villa. The crossing of 
ammunition at this time is very bad, as most of it if not all will fall in the 
hands of the rebels, either by capture or they will be able to buy it from the 
Carranza troops. For money, any of the Mexican troops will sell their rifle 
or any quantity of cartridges at any time. We have a case now where the 
private coachman of Maj. Velard, commanding officer of Piedras Negras. 
Mexico, who has been crossing people across the river at night: theve people 
are Syrians and other foreigners, and they generally charge $50 to $100 per 
head to put them over. You can take Velard, and for money could put over 
any erooked deal.” 

Having spent a great deal of time for the last four years in Mexico and on all 
parts of the border from Brownsville to Los Angeles, likewise probably having 
more than the usual opportunity to know the inside facts regarding all of the 
various Mexican revolutionary parties and being able at any time to pass up and 
down the Mexican side of the river, therefore am absolutely convinced of the 
faet. as T HAVE MENTIONED IN MY PREVIOUS REPORTS REGARDING 
THIS MATTER, THAT IT IS A MOST SERIOUS MISTAKE ON THE PART 
OF OUR GOVERNMENT TO ALLOW ARMS AND AMMUNITION AT THIS 
TIME TO BE EXPORTED FROM THE UNITED STATES INTO MEXICO. 

Your department is in a position to have this matter checked up by your 
special agents along the border, all of whom are unusually capable and thor- 
oughly posted regarding Mexican border conditions, and I feel sure such in- 
vestigation will show it is the consensus of opinion among disinterested busi; 
ness men at all border points, that within from one to four months from 2 
to 50 per cent of the large quantity of arms and ammunition shipped from 
merchants in the United States to the Mexican Government will within the 
time mentioned be in possession either by capture or purchase of the Villiste= 
or other Mexican revolutionary factions. 

Instead of the United States assisting as they believe they are in helping the 
Mexican Government to put down and kill off the Villistas and other similar 
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handits and revolutionists, in renlity as it appears to me the United States is 
to some extent in the end unintentionally helping these Mexican bandits and 
revolutionists to continue their activities by making it possible for them to 
secure by purchase or capture from the Mexican troops the arms and ammuni- 
tion necessary for such revolutionists to continue their activities. 

for many years lived in Mexico, and at border points in Texas, Ari- 
zona, and New Mexico. He married a Mexican woman and probably has as 
much experience with Mexicans and knows as much regarding them and their 
activities as any other white man on the border. His information during the 
last year and a half has always been valuable, and with the exception of two 
occasions never found any of his information incorrect. I have in nearly every 
instance checked up his information and found it absolutely straight. 

He is friendly with many of the Mexican officials, likewise with various 
Mexican revolutionists. Since he went to work for me over a year ago, at my 
suggestion he has to the best of his ability given Mexican Government officials 
and revolutionists the impression that as far as he was concerned the United 
States could go to hell, and in this way has been able to secure considerable 
information of value. 


From the reports of Cresse to the Department of Justice regarding 
CARRANZA’S CENTRAL AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY PLOTS. 


[Referred to on p. 5622 of testimony.] 


Immediately after Carranza received from the United States de facto recog- 
nition as first chief of Mexico he began carrying out his Pan American ideas 
to become dictator, not only of Mexico, but, as he hoped, of Pan America. He 
had these plans in mind even at as early a time as he was a revolutionist. 

The one paramount idea often reiterated by Carranza and his officials was to 
uullify the Monroe doctrine by putting in its place Pan-Americanism, He 
Wanted to array Latin America against the United States economically and 
Politically, not to mention his military ambitions. He sought to establish the 
approximately 100.000.000 people of Pan America and Mexico against America's 
millions in the marts of trade and on the fields of war. 

In public address and through diplomatic channels in South and Central 
America, Carranza always has been and is active at present in his advocacy 
of anti-Americanism. In a speech to the Mexican Congress on April 15, 1917, 
Carranza said : 

“There has been developed a vigorous feeling of approximation and fra- 
lernity by and between all the Latin-American nations, with whom Mexico is 
closely related, by reason of origin, ideals, and common interests. These nations 
and their respective Governments have cooperated with pleasure, and even with 
enthusiasm to the work, from which the best results for the benefit of all are 
to be expected. For this reason, this Republic has increased the personnel of 
its diplomatic corps, as well as the number of its legations. 

“It is a pleasure fur me to state that the manifestations of consideration and 
sympathy, which have developed in our relations with our sister Republics have 
en eloquent and significant, and with an emphatic tendency toward drawing 
these Republics and Mexico closer together. 

“In this connection I take satisfaction in making special mention of the 
mutual proofs and demonstrations of deep esteem and sincere fraternity which 
have been mutually exchanged between the people and the Governments of 
Salvador and Mexico. 

“The Government, under my charge. presented to the Government of Salva- 
dor a biplane, built at the aviation factory in this capital (Mexico) and a 
ae Wireless Installation. Both were delivered by commissions sent to 
WdUVador, 

“The Mexican commissioners were received with noticeable courtesy. Decora- 
tions were bestowed upon the commissioners by the President of that important 
Republic, which has conducted itself toward Mexico and its Government in a 
manner which displayed deep sympathy and high esteem, all of which emphati- 
Cally call for national gratitude.” 
he Mexcan mission arrived at Acapulco, Salvador, on a Mexican gunboat. 
he gunboat returned to Mexico and then made another voyage to Salvador 
with a large contingent of Mexican military officers. They were at once put 
in charge of training troops of Salvador. Much ammunition also was supplied 
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Salvador by Mexico at this time, together with arms. My reports to the Bureau 
of Investigation at that time fully covered these activities. 

To realize his mad ambition of becoming dictator of Latin America Car- 
ranza seized on the cooperation of Salvador and Mexico, whieh he frankly 
admitted in his address was a fact, to gain an opening. That Von Eckhardt, 
the German ambassador to Mexico, financed Carranza'’s Latin-American 
dreams, will be shown later by complete documentary evidence which I have 
put in possession of the New York American, 

Carranza, whose principal disciple in his Latin-American ambitions was 
Louis Cabrera, whose celebrated trip during 1918 through South America was 
to spread Carranza’s doctrine of anti-Americanism and pro-Latin-Americanisin, 
planned to have the Central and South American countries come out openly 
in favor of Germany. When they found that this could not be aecomplished, 
they then decided to put through their scheme for the League of Neutral Pan 
American Nations, which was headed by Mexico, 

Warned far in advance of these plahs, the United States was able to block 
them successfully. 

Nevertheless, it is notable that Salvador during the World War remained 
neutral and on every occasion coincided with Mexico's most remote dictates 
and policies, Also, Salvador sided wholeheartedly with Carranza in opposi- 
tion to the Monroe doctrine. Along this line Carranza declared in his message 
to the Mexican congress on September 1, 1919: 

“As the question of the acceptance of the Monroe doctrine was taken up at 
the Paris peace conference, the Government of Mexico found it advisable pub- 
licly to declare and officially to inform friendly governments that Mexico bad 
not and would not recognize that doctrine, because, without the consent of all 
the people of America, it established a criterion and a situation about which 
they had not been consulted. Therefore, that doctrine attacks the independence 
of Mexico.” l 

Several months ago Salvador made an ofticial request on the United States as 
to an official detinition of the Monroe doctrine. This was a ruse on Carranza’s, 
part, using Salvador as a catspaw to gain this definition for bis own usage. 
Already Salvador is dominated by the dictator of Mexico. 

In my report of July 19, 1918, to the Bureau of Investigation and headed 
“Comidential report, re Interview with Ignacio Bonillas, Mexican ambassador 
to the United States at Washington, and plans suggested as a result of these 
interviews which may help to offset Germany's strength in Mexico.” and based 
on an interview with the ambassador on July 1, I pointed out: 

“I asked Bonillas a point-blank question as to why Mexico had not and 
would not declare war on Germany. Likewise, as to why President Carranza 
appeared, so it was said, to interfere constantly in the affairs of other Latin- 
American countries. Likewise, if it were not a fact that a majority of the 
army officers of the Mexican Government were in the pay of the German 
ambassador to Mexico City or of other interests who were friendly to Ger- 
many. The ambassador answered: 

“*Tt seems to be the policy of the United States to interfere more in the 
affairs of Mexico and Central American than Mexico does in the affairs of the 
United States. It is President Carranza’s own affair as to where and in what 
wiv Mexico extends her power throughout Pan-America.’ 

“He also said that undoubtedly some of the Mexican army officers had 
taken money from Germany, but, as a whole, he did not believe that the 
majority of Mexican army otlicers were in the pay of Germany. 

“I then said to the ambassador, ‘If my supposition is correct, that the 
majority of your army oflicers are in the pay of Germany and President Car- 
ranza decided to declare war on Germany, what effect would it have as far as 
those army officers in the pay of Germany being able to attempt the overthrow 
of President Carranza?’ 

“The ambassador said that if such a condition really existed and President 
Carranza declared war on Germany, provided the majority of the army officers 
were in the pay of that nation, it would result in the present Mexican Govert- 
ment being overthrown by the army.” 

At the time of this interview with Ambassador Bonillas I was in the employ: 
ment of the Mexican foreign office as one of its confidential agents. AS 4 
matter of fact, President Carranza had been charged with “ feathering his 
nest ” financially with more German money, all of which he is said to have 
‘salted away ” curefully in banks outside of Mexico than any other 10 Mexicans. 
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Carranza’s plans to beconie dictator or leader in all of Pan America through 
his league of neutral nations having been successfully blocked by efforts of the 
United States, with the exception of the Government of Salvador, he then 
attempted. with money provided by Von Eckhardt and which he procured from 
other German interests, to plot to secure control of all of Central America by 
surrounding himself with the leading revolutionary chieftains from each of 
the Central American nations. 

This was known as Carranza’s Central American revolutionary plot, and the 
facts for the first time, backed up by documentary evidence, will be shown in 
this series. Likewise, it will be demonstrated how, through the efforts of the 
Bureau of Investigation of the United Sattes Department of Justice, this entire 
scheme of Carranza to extend his dictatorship throughout all Central America 
was broken up. 

Through Carranza’s representatives in the United States, he approached each 
of these Central American revolutionists who he knew were at that time political 
exiles and would be available in fomenting several reyolutionary movements, 
Among these revolutionists were Gen. Maximo Rosales, of Honduras; Pedro 
Grave de Peralta, of Honduras; Dr. Julian Irias, of Nicaragua, and Gen. Jose 
Castillo, of Guatemala. 

Carranza’s principal representatives, who he used to open up negotiations 
to start simultaneously a revolution in Guatemala, Nicaragua, and Honduras, 
were Carlos Felix Diaz, Mexican consul general at Belize, British Honduras, 
and F. R. Villavicencio, consul general of Mexico at New Orleans, La, 

The following letter from Villavicencio to Peralta’ shows that the former 
instructed the latter to call at Villavicencio’s office; the translation of the 
original, herewith reproduced, and dated April 19, 1916, reads: 

“I would thank you to come up to my office at any time that should he con- 
venient to you: telephoning me, however, before you come, so that I may wait 
here for you, since I have to speak to you about a matter that will interest you.” 
On March 27, 1916, Carlos Felix Diaz wrote Pedro Grave de Peralta as fol- 
OWS: 

“The undersigned is here, and has taken advantage of all the means that 
are within his reach, working in connection with the revolutionary movement 
which is springing up in Guatemala. On account of my position, I established 
relations with some rebels from Honduras who arrived here in a bad fix, and 
whom I helped out. 

“I suppose you are aware of the fact that between the despotic Governments 
of Guatemala and that of Bertrand (the then President of Honduras), which 
is of the same sort, there exists strong ties of friendship and defense, and 
It seems to me that It would be a prudent and logical thing for the two revo- 
lutionary parties to do to come also to a common understanding. 

“The junta over there, whose worthy secretary you are, should also be repre- 
sented in the Republic of Mexico and should come to a working agreement with 

e revolutionaries in Guatemala. 

“Tapachula would in my opinion be the right place, once that Cabera (the 
President of Guatemala) is out of the way. Bertrand then will fall by his own 
weight. In ease that the honorable junta should think the same way, then I 
would write to Dr. Toledo, the chief of the revolution in Guatemala, and would 
communicate this plan to him, and, if you find it convenient, then you could 
communicate it to Gen. Maximo B. Rosales, 

“In the meanwhile, you may count on me in any matter that is connected 
with your movement. There are a good many revolutionaries from Honduras 
here. but since they have no resources, they are swelling the ranks of the revo- 
lutionaries from Guatemala, hoping, of course, they will be able to full over 
Bertrand as soon as Estrada Cabera bas been disposed of. I am waiting to 

far from you, and in the meantime I will keep ov writing and do whatever 
I can to obtain the freedom of Honduras nnd Guatemala, which no doubt 
Will be of some help.” 

The above letters, which indicated the launching of the revolutionary plan, 
Were hardly dry until I became actively engaged in investigating the scheme, 

may be a source of surprise to the parties to the plan to know now, for the 
first time, that I, who had “ worked in” on the entire scheme as a personal 
adherent and coconspirator, also almost daily reported their plans and move- 
ments to my government and aided in blocking the intrigue. Unknown to the 
Plotters, I had had them under surveilance in their own “camps” shortly after 
they had set foot on American soll. 

Peralta immediately referred the proposition, which he had received from 
iilavincentio and from Carlos Felix Diaz regarding Mexico’s plans to make 
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Rosales revolutionary president of Honduras, to Gen. Rosales. The latter, who 
for many years has been known as “ The Stormy Petrel of Central America.” 
With unlimited political ambition, bit immediately at the bait offered in the 
way of cooperation by Carranza. 

Dated February 22, 1916, Rosales, then in San Francisco, wrote Peralta, in 
part, as follows: 

* You must attend to the Mexican business well, for I have been informed 
reliably that Carranza, in order to change things in Central America, and for 
that reason he would like to come to an understanding with the foremost poli- 
ticians of each country. It is of the utmost importance, and as soon as you have 
matters fixed up over there, then go to Mexico. 

* Be careful that nobody learns of your trip to Mexico. I inclose you a per- 
sonal letter of recommendation from his (Carranza’s) representative here, 
who at that time was Ramon P. Ienegn.” 

On March 2, 1916, Rosales wrote Peralta: 

“Did you receive my letter of credentials for Gen. Carranza? I hope that 
Trias has prepared something and that he will take the field, because the politi- 
eal situation in Central America makes me believe that they will not fight the 
revolutionaries, and that the American Government will not intervene, on ac- 
count of grave political atfairs in their own country. the German situation is very 
grave, as well as other matters, and they are not ready now to attend to small 
governments. 

* For such reasons. we have to take advantage of these opportunities and see 
whieh way we will get the best of the bargain. You may be sure, my friend, 
that in Central America something is going to happen and that we shall be vic- 
torious.” 

Under date of March 4. 1916, Rosales wrote Peralta, as follows: 

“I have become convinced that a great change is going to take place in Cen- 
tral America. 

“The Mexican situation is beginning to look serious, and on that depends 
largely what will happen in Central America. Therefore, immediately make 
your secret trip to Mexico so that our understanding with Mr. Carranza will be 
perfected.” 

On March 11, 1916. Rosales. in a letter to Peralta, states: 

“The situation in Mexico is getting more serious every day. He (Carranza) 
has new decided to shake up Central America. Do not fail to continue our 
affairs with the Mexican representatives, but without letting anybody know 
about it. not even Jones (meaning myself) or any of his friends. 

“When vou go to Mexico keep it quiet, and you may tell Jones that you are 
going to Washington, I inclose you my personal letter (to Carranza). 

“I knew already of the appointment of Refael Lopez Gutierrez. He is an old 
degenerate and the Government does not gain anything by that. Bertrand keeps 
him satistied after having fooled him with the vice presidency. 

“T hope that you are right about Nicauragua and that the bomb will explode 
there. I am sorry they caught the 200 cases of rifles that were shipped to Costa 
Rica.” 

Rosales, having become so enthusiastic regarding Carranza’s revolutionary 
plans, outlined fully in the same letter his ideas of how their various armed ex- 
peditions coukl be operated against Honduras and Guatemala. His letter con- 
th ued: 

“The armed expeditions could be easily organized and leave Mexico. Once 
that we have organized the expeditions there, our expedition from New Orleans 
ean leave immediately, and this boat ean be cleared for Mexico and she can 
land on some point on the Yucatan coast, in conjunction with the expedition that 
is to leave from Belize, and which is supposed to capture Tela, landing on 80 
obscure spot near Pela (Honduras). 

“During the night they can make a surprise attack on Tela, beat off the gar- 
rison, orga ize again and take the townships near La Ceiba, and then make 8 
surprise attack on La Ceiba before people arrive who could defend it, then 
organize again and take Trujillo, After that has been done form a column 
under the command of Gen, Tsaula and let him march on Yoro and Juticalpa, 
together with Gen. Teofilo Rosales; after, we can form another column and 
march on Progresso and San Pedro. 

“ALL this can be done while we land with the other expeditions. The first 
expedition, under Soriano, can notify the firm of Perdomo Bros., in Belize 
(the capital of British Honduras in the West Indies), whom you know are our 
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agents there. They can again notify us in Yucatan through prearranged mes- 
sages, so that we may not suffer any disappointment.” 

On March 12, 1916, Peralto wrote Rosales from New Orleans, La., as follows: 

“Mr, Perdomo came here directly from Belize to have a talk with us, but it 
looks like he wants to swim without getting wet. He tells me that he is with 
Carranza now, and that he is going directly to him in order to get money from 
him, which in turn he will hand over to us and our cause.” 

On March 22, 1916, Rosales wrote Peralta from San Francisco: 

“The governor of Yucatan (Salvador Alvaredo) is an important person, and he 
is interested in the affairs of Central America. It would be weli to take up the 
matter of Yucatan in a private way with the counsel, Villavicentio, and you 
could make a trip there with a letter of recommendation from him. 

“I have an offer here for four pieces of artillery, for which I can settle after 
my triumph with artillerymen and which helps a good deal. From Yucatan, as 
well as from over there (New Orleans) we can ship these goods as machinery, 
consigned to Perdomo Bros. for the expedition from Belize, which will be 
headed by Soriano (one of their dendis in Honduras), and which will be our 
advance guard from that country. 

“Do not fail to make the trip to Yucatan, which is important. And I repeat 
to you that you must be very reserved about this trip.” 

Peralta did secure the letter Rosales requested, introducing him to the gov- 
she of Yucatan, Gen. Salvador Alvaredo. The English translation of same is as 
ollows: 

NEw ORLEANS, La., May 12, 1916. 


My ESTEEMED AND FINE GENERAL: This letter will be handed to you by 
Mr. Pedro Grave de Peralto, the legal representative of Gen. Maximo Rosales, 
chief of the Liberal Party of Honduras, and he goes to our Republic in order to 
arrange some matters of the highest importance. 

I have no doubt that you will assist Mr. Pedro Grave de Peralto in every 
possible Way as soon as you know of his affairs. 

Thanking you very much, I remain, as always, 

Your good friend and partisan, 
F. R. VILLAVICENTIO. 


On March 24, 1916, from San Francisco, Rosales wrote Peralta again stating: 

“The governor of Yucatan is very much interested to assist a move against 
the allied governments of Central America, especially those that are protected 
by the Guatemalian Government. 

“I have told you several times the planned combination, with the movement 
oe I have prepared from the south, coming from Nicauragua, and from the 
east, . 

“Be careful of the Judas and the spies and remember the mayor of La Ceiba, 
Who approached you as your friend, and who was undoubtedly sent there to 
Pump You and Jay a trap for you.” 

On April 1, 1916, from San Francisco, Rosales wrote Peralta at New Orleans 
as follows: 

À The pieces of artillery, which I have been offered, are cannons and can be 
shipped as Machinery. Do not forget to take this matter up with Perdomo 
When he goes back to Mexico, so that he can serve as our agent in Belize. 

“Fix up a code with him for ordinary letters, as well as for cable communica- 
tions. All will go well with sufficient calmness.” 

From Belize, April 20, 1916, Carlos Felix Diaz wrote Peralta at New Orleans: 

“My DEAR FRIEND AND PARTISAN: I hed the pleasure of receiving and care- 
fully reading your favor of the 6th instant. I want to state to you that my 
ae was born out of my enthusiasm and my syinpathy for the freedom of 
ations. 

“I am convinced that the government of Bertrand is a despotic government, 
Which is based on fraud and brutal force. and that is my reason for helping you 
openly, but only myself in person am responsible for what I am doing for you. 

can not approach the first chief officially in this matter. I have written him 
and have transcribed your letter under the guise of friendship as well as to 
other prominent men among the Constitutionalistas. 

Of course, I have done it in such a way that no responsibility can be placed 
Upon them, besides the one that it has occurred to me to write to them. You 
will see clearly what I intend to say in these lines. 

You can count on the chief of the territory of Quintana Roo (a territory of 
Mexico close to British Honduras and which is under the military controt of 


ah 
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the governor of Yucatan, who at that time was Alvaredo), Gen. Carlos A 
Vidal, as if he were myself. 

“To have gathered some men in Payo Obispo, Maradiagua, Matute, and others, 
(All of which are towns in Quintana Roo.) It would be too late to receive the 
arms Which you want, even if they should give them to us. I agree with you 
that Tapachula is not the right point for a junta, with all they possess in Payo 
Obispo. 

“I want to tell you that Gen. Carlos Vidal is a young man of noble ideals, 
and von can write to him in my name. He tells me to get something definite, 
which is up to you. The fact is that we-can count on Payo Obispo us a place 
to unload our arms. We ean make it appear as if the arms were consigned to 
Gen. Vidal through my conduct. In this manner you will have a safe point 
where to ship your war equipment and to form your expedition for the taking 
of La Seiba, Puerto Curtez, Tela, and other points. (These are towns in Hon- 
duras.) 

“I am waiting for your answer and for your further disposition, and in the 
meanwhile I will attend to anything that may help our cause.” 

The arms were to be shipped from Mexico ostensibly for the use of the 
Mexican Army forces in Quintana Roo, but in reality, as shown in the above 
letter from the Mexican counsel, they were to be employed for the several 
armed expeditions from there against the Central American Republics. 

At about this time the Government of Honduras became partially aware of 
the revolutionary plot, which resulted in them sending to New Orleans for 
repair the Honduran gunboat Barahona. Rosales in one of his letters from 
San Francisco to Peralta at New Orleans wrote as follows: 

“We have to blow up the steamer Barahona,” 

Peralta, in answer to Rosnles’s suggestion in regard to blowing up the 
Honduran gunboat, wrote the latter: 

“What you tell me about the blowing up of the gunboat Barahona would be 
a fine thing, but very dangerous at the same time for the man who does 4, 
and we would have to give him a goodly something so that he could make his 
escape and live in peace wherever he may choose to go.” 

Rosales, in reply to Peralta, corresponded as follows: 

“You must fight the enemies with all means at your disposal, as they will 
do the same thing to you. You must therefore get together with Mr. Jones, and 
as the first thing blow up the gunboat Barahona. Any nigger or some other 
fellow will attend to that job for a few dollars; but, of course, you must be 
careful.” 

Due to proper authorities having been warned in my confidential reports, the 
gunboat was carefully watched, and F likewise showed to Peralta the inadvisa- 
bility of attempting this deed. The scheme was abandoned. 

On April 21, 1916, Peralta from New Orleans wrote to F. R. Villavincentio, 
Mexican consul general there: 

“I bave shown you several letters from Gen, Maximo B. Rosales, the chief 
of the Liberal Party of Honduras, ordering me to leave immediately for 
Mexico and to get in touch there with President Carranza.” 

Dated April 24, 1916. from No. 3426 Canal Street, New Orleans, Peralta 
corresponded with Rosales at San Francisco: 

“Mr. Villavincentio, the consul of Mexico here, has shown an interest again 
of seeing me, in order to tell me that it is of the highest importance that either 
you or T should go to Mexico to come to an understanding with Mr, Carranza. 
He assures me that our trip would bring sure results, and that I should not 
hesitate in going there, 

“No: I was surprised by another letter from the consul of Belize (British 
Honduras). And I have no doubt that he is doing so under orders from his 
Government. He has got for us precisely the place that I wanted in Yucatan, 
Payo Obispo, on the frontier of the colony from where Manuel Bonnila organ- 
ized his first expedition.” 

This refers to an expedition which resulted in a revolution which placed 
Bonnila in the presidency of Honduras. The letter continued : 

“Gen. Vidal, of whom he speaks, is a downright brute, without any fear, and 
we ean send the pieces of artillery that you have there to him. Study this 
letter well. If he would not have been authorized he would not bave talked to 
us like he did. Who knows what his Government (Mexico) wants? But I will 
get it out of him. We must not lose any time,” . 
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On April 24, 1916, from the same address on Canal Street in New Orleans, 
Peralta, as secretary general, wrote Carlos Felix Diaz, at Belize, as follows: 

“I have read the contents of your letter of the 20th of this month with 
pleasure. And I have transcribed it to our general in command, Maximo B. 
Rosales. You will understand how your important cooperation in our affairs is 
of the greatest value, since you are with us heart and soul. 

“I respectfully ask that you come to a definite understanding with the first 
chief and with Mr. Alvarado. the governor of Yucatan, who would be more 
convenient, to my thinking. The consul of Mexico here already has written his 
Government, Showing real zeal and energy. 

“l deem it necessary to sign a defensive and offensive treaty with Gen. 
Carranza now through Mr. Alvarado, of Yucatan, by means of your mediation, 
We appreciate your activity on our behalf very highly, especially what you 
have done for us in regard to Payo Obispo and our good friend, Gen. Vidal, 
and we would thank you to keep after him and find out what we could do for the 
protection of our chief! (Rosales) when landing on the coast. 

“Anyhow, study well what I have said before, and be satisfied about one 
thing: It is that a beautiful future awaits you. Consider me your friend 
and det us fight side by side. It may be that my country is not as large as yours, 
but we have a lot of room there for friends like you.” 

On April 25, 1916, from New Orleans, Peralta wrote Gen. Rosales at San 
Francisco: 

“Tam writing now to Perdomo Bros, and to the Mexican consul at Belize, so 
that they will send Punta Gorda, who is now in Belize, to me here, Roman 
Diaz is free now and we ought to send him to Payo Obispo, and I do not know 
where he is at the present. 

“Whatever you say goes, I believe that Isaula, Soriano, Euceda, Maradiaga, 
Manutle, and the Munguias could pull off a first-class invasion that would have a 
sure and successful result without a shadow of doubt. This, my friend, is 
hot epen counting on Elvir, Mauricio Ramirez, Roman Diaz, Gen. Teofilo, 
Rosales, Gen. Purificacion Zelaya, Col. Ballesteros, Fuentes, Cruz, and others, 
who are waiting on you? and each of them counts with his buneh of followers; 
then there are Ceferino Delgado and others whom you have in the south. 

“With Isaula and the men that he has picked out, we could take Trujillo, 
and with the arms which we find there we could outfit our recruits from Trujillo, 
Guaimorete, Betulia, Balfate, Rio Estevan, Neuva Armenia, and the other near- 
by townships; these points are between Truillo and Ceiba . 

“Soriano and the men he takes along could attack Telja and could arm with 
Whatever he finds there. Colfado and the railroad line and this port: it would 
be easy to unite about 2,000 men between these points and enough silver to make 
ourselves solid; the flower of the coast would be, with us. 

“T deem it of the highest importance that one of them should go to see Car- 
tanza and Alvarado in Yucatan.” 

On April 27, 1916, from San Francisco, Gen. Rosales wrote Peralta at New 
Orleans as follows: 

“My Dear Frrenp: I have your letter of the 19th instant. Also the letters 

exchanged with the counsel of Mexico, Villavicentio. and the answer that you 
have given him has my absolute approval. I have written to the consul in 
Belize, and I have told him that I have sanctioned your communications and 
that I hope that all of these actions will have good result. 
_ “Tt seems, and it is clear to me that they would like to come to an understand- 
Ing With us. We should take advantage of it. Your clear intelligence, your 
Prudence, and your necessary reserve should do all that can be done to push 
these matters along. 

“We have to be very political and very reserved in whatever we undertake. 
ne will be there and stand back of our compromises. You must not make Jones 

gry. 

I at that time, to procure additional information concerning plans of these 
parties, had told them that it appeared to me as though they never would be able 
lo Carry through their schemes and that I thought they must have been “ hand- 
ing me a bunch of hot air.” I appeared as if I were mad and ready to “ throw 
up the job.” The letter went on: 

You must appease him in some way, by raising fresh hopes in him. Tell 
him that I am not asleep. Tell him that I am a fighting man and that a few 
failures don’t bother me. Tell him that I am constant and that I go on ahead 


Until I fulfill my ideals. 
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“If Consul Villavicentio receives a favorable reply (this was in regard to 
Peralta having informed Mexico through Villavicentio that Rosales and his 
associates were willing to enter into the plan of Carranza to overthrow the 
Central American Governments) then you should make up your mind to go to 
Mexico. 

“Aside from the letters of recommendation that have been offered you, you 
should ask them for one from the governor of Yucatan, in which manner we can 
organize an expedition from there. This is the most proper point, and you should 
take this matter up with the governor of Yucatan in the manner that you think 
best.” 

Dated May 6, 1916, Peralta wrote from New Orleans to Gen. Rosales at San 
Francisco: 

“I have seen the consul (Villavicentio) and the admiral again, as well as 
the former minister of Madero, who is now vice admiral of the Mexican fleet 
(this party whom Peralta refers to as the admiral was Hilario Rodrigues Mal- 
pica) and who desired that we should go to Mexico together. They are certain 
that our mission will meet with success and that the first chief (Carranza) will 
give us what we want, and I myself believe that he will.” 

Peralta wrote from New Orleans on May 8, 1916, to Rosales, at San Fran- 
cisco: 

“I inclose you an official letter from the consul of Mexico in Belize, of 
which I could not make a copy on account of too much work, but which I 
shall be able to answer in the next mail. 

“We must make him (Carlos Felix Diaz) believe that the war equipment 
from them is merely a second consideration for our people, and that we have 
all that we need in the interior of our country. 

“ Bertrand (then President of Honduras) is getting old and sick; in regard 
to the handbill he says: 

“s Look here, friend Vasquez, I did not kill Salamanca; I may have killed 
somebody else, but I did not kill Salamanca.’ 

“Alvarado Guerrero (a Government official of Honduras) treats Chico Mejia 
(another official under Bertrand) like a good-for-nothing, and tells him: 

“If vou did have any honor at all, you would have resigned long ago, 
because you were dismissed as minister of war so that you could resign, and 
you have not done so because you have no honor; Membreno (Honduran min- 
ister to Washington) took Juan Bustillo from Liverpool, and the people shout 
for Rosales (Maximo B.); they are up in arms from Puerto Cortez, Choloma 
San Pedro, La Pimienta, Sta Barabara, Comayague, Tegucigalpa, on that side, 
and on the other side is La Cebi, Tela, Trugillo, Opanchito, Yoro, and Copan. 
Salvador J. Garcia is in Copan. 

“Sugusto Coellosis is in Tibueo; Ariti is in Puerto Cortez; Cobar is In 
Yoro; the bandit Williams is in Cholutecaffi Faustno Calix is in Trujillo; Mejia 
Juarez is in the Comayagua; Cl Aplicanos is in Julicalpa, and in Belize there 
is a colony of Rosalistas, a hundred strong, ready for work. 

“J sent $150 to Isauia through Perdomo Bros.; he is likely to come here, 
but I told him to remain there until he heard from you, and you should 
write to him through Perdomo Bros. You have everything that you can ask 
for in Honduras. All it needs is to put the match to the powder and let the 
whole business blow up in a hurricane.” 

Peralta at this time was active in completing his plans, as pointed out here- 
inbefore, to leave for Mexico City to see Carranza and other prominent officials 
of the Mexican Government. He secured from F. R. Villavicentio, Mexican 
consul at New Orleans, a letter of introduction, which follows, translated into 
English: 


[Lic. Jesus Ocuna, Secretario de Estabo y del Despacho de Gobierno, Mexico.) 


May 12, 1916. 
Very ESTEEMED AND FINE FRIEND: The present letter will be handed to you 
by Mr. Pedro Grave de Peralta, who is going to that capital in order to arrange 
a matter of high importance, asking him to assist him kindly in every way 
possible, I beg to remain always, 
Your good friend and partisan. 


The understanding between Peralta and the Mexican consul, Villavicentla, 
was that he, Villavicentio, by one of his confidential couriers, several weeks 
prior to this time had sent full instructions to President Carranza; Gen. 
Obregon, Mexican minister of war and marine; Gen. Candido Aguilar, Mexican 
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secretary of foreign affairs, and other prominent officials advising them of the 
fact that Villavicentio’s preliminary negotiations with Rosales and Peralta 
had reached the point where these Central American revolutionists were will- 
ing to become the tools of Carranza. Through them Carranza’s plans to start 
his revolutionary movements in Central America, according to the understand- 
ing, could be carried out successfully. 

The admiral of the Mexican Navy, Hilario Rodriquez Malpica, who was 
to accompany Peralta on his mission to Mexico, however, changed his plans 
and left New Orleans for Mexico City several weeks before Peralta started 
thither. Admiral Malpica was likewise to assure Carranza and his officers 
that their efforts through Rosales and Peralta and their other associates could 
be carried out successfully. 

On May 17, 1916, Peralta in New Orleans, wrote Gen. Rosales in San Fran- 
cisco as follows: 

“Tam leaving on Saturday, the 19th, for Yucatan and Mexico. I am taking 
along with me letters to Gen. Carranza, Gen. Candido Aguilar, the Mexican 
minister of foreign affairs; Lic. Louis Acuna, the Mexican Secretary of State; 
and for the Governor of Yucatan, Gen. Salvador Alvarado.” f 

The letters Peralta tells Rosales he has, were from Villavicentio, the Mexican 
consul general at New Orleans, and from Çarlos Felix Diaz, the Mexican con- 
šul general at Belize, British Honduras. It was also a known fact to the 
United States Government at this time that all plans involved herein, which 
had been secured by me, had been heartily concurred in by the Mexican am- 
bassador to the United States. The letter continued: 

“I would have left with Gen. Melpica, the admiral of the Mexican fleet. 
but he left by rail through the port that is infested with the adherents of 
Villa, and I was afraid to fall into their hands with the correspondence I 
carry. 

“Admiral Malpica arrived there all right and is waiting for me now. I 
o great hopes to do something this month—be it with Carranza or any other 
evil. 

“Dr. Alberto Membreno (at that time Honduran minister to the United 
States) comes via Panama directly to New York, and a handbill sent by Mr. 
Wright (Samuel B. Wright, who, as will be shown by correspondence in this 
series, was on apparently friendly terms with Peralta) to the Department of 
; Sh (of the United States) which would show Membreno as a friend of 
ryan’s, 

“We must do something that is sure, if you care to eat the fruit that is 
ripe now. I am going to try my luck now in Yucatan and in Mexico. Wait 
for my correspondence from Mexico.” 

Peralta, before leaving New Orleans, also procured letters from strong 
friends and supporters of President Carranza and his officials who were at 
that time in this country. Among them was Dr. Tos Garcia Lopez. a personal 
friend and supporter of Louis Cabera, Carranza’s right-hand bower, A trans- 
lation of this letter reads: 

New ORLEANS, LA.. May 16, 1916. 
Lic. Lovig CABERA, 
Mezrico. 

MY ESTEEMED AND FINE FRIEND: It gives me great satisfaction to have this 
‘pportunity of introducing to you by means of this letter, the bearer, Mr. 
Pedro Grave de Peralta, the representative in Washington of the Liberal and 
Constitutional Party of Honduras, who is going on an important mission to 
our tirst chief (Carranza) which is also of the most vital importance for the 
interests of our party. 

Your friends and partisans, who are residing at present in this great Re- 
Public. respectfully ask in his behalf that you assist him on his mission, and 
M ull that he is going to tell you. 

Peralta. on May 19, 1916, slipped out of New Orleans for Havana. Cuba. 
Just before taking his departure, he told me that one of his relatives was 
angerously ill at New York City and that he was leaving for there, he being 
unaware of the fact that I was thoroughly familiar with all of his plans in 
ard to hig trip which was taking him to Mexico. 

e went from New Orleans to Havana and from there Peralta took a 
steamer to Vera Cruz. Estrada Cabera, President of Guatemala, who is 
town as the “political fox of Central America,” long before this time had 
Come cognizant of Mexico’s plans in connection with Rosales, Peralta, Gen. 
Jose Castillo, Dr. Toledo, Dr. Julian Irias, and others to enter into the Car- 
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ranza plot to effect the downfall of Cabera’s government and other adminis- 
trations of Central America through revolutionary moves. 

Cabera, having the most powerful and extensive spy and secret-service sys- 
tem in Central America, and which extends throughout the United States, 
was endeavoring to keep close scrutiny on the activities of these Central 
American revolutionists. The day after Peralta sailed for Havana, a cele- 
brated woman spy of Cabera’s force, left from New Orleans direct for Vera 
Cruz. This woman was known as Sonora Concho. Being familiar with her 
activities and being ucquainted personally with her, I devised a scheme for 
“working in” a Central American, an assistant of mine and a source of 
valuable information, on this woman. 

She became infatuaied with him, as I had hoped she would do, and while par- 
tially intoxicated she divulged to him the plan of her trip to Mexico. She said 
she had been personally ordered by President Cabera to join Peralta and pro- 
cure all information possible from him for the benefit of Cabera. 

Senora Concho made her trip and managed in Vera Cruz to flirt with Peralta 
in a restaurant. She claimed that he became deeply attached to her, and by 
careful scheming she obtained froin him many of his plans and the full story 
of his mission. When Peralta returned to Vera Cruz this woman spy procured 
complete details as to the success of his mission to Carranza und the latter's 
officials, 

The woman then returned to New Orleans, where my spy, professing renewed 
love for her and plying her with wine, gained the entire story from Senora 
Concho, In my work I always Kept four or five lines laid for information. Ip 
case one or two “fell down ” I was able to turn to reserve sources to check and 
countercheckK reports. 

Peralta, upon bis arrival in Mexico City, established elaborate apartments 
at the Hotel Iturbide, suite 55. From this hestelry, on June 7, 1916, he wrote 
to Admiral Hilario Rodriguez Malpica. The English translation follows: 


My DEAR GENERAL: I suppose that by now you know what my mission is to 
the government of Gen, Carranza, when I am counting on your precious and 
important offer, which you made me in the United States, 

I do not doubt that it would help me materially in my work, since you are 
one of the most prominent members of the constitutionals. 

The impressions which I have received up to now are so highly satisfactory 
that I would like to tell you about them privately, so that you may give me 
your opinion about this matter. I would thank you, therefore, to let me know 
which time would suit you best for me to sce you, since my stay in Mexico will 
only be a matter of days, as I have to return to the United States as soon as 
possible. 

I remain, your friend, 


In handling all affairs, even the most intimate and personal, the Latin 
Americans and Mexicans are extraordinarily formal and particular as to eti- 
quette, as is shown by letters which I have turned over to the New York 
American. 

The admiral answered Peralta’s letter as follows: 


[Secretary of War—Navy Department—Private correspondence.] 


Mexico, June 8, 1916. 
Dr. PEDRO GRAVE PERALTA, 
Hotel Iturbide, 55, City. 
DrAR Mr. PERALTA! I see by your nice letter of yesterday that you would like 
to come to sce me and tell me about the good impression that you have gained. 
Kindly call to-morrow, the Sth instant. at this office of the department of 
navy, Where I shall be waiting for you at 6 p. m. 
Your friend, 
H. Ropricuez Y MALPICA. 


Peralta wrote from Mexico City on June 7, 1916, to Gen. Candido Aguilar, 
Mexican secretary of foreign relations, translated as follows: 

“Ay DISTINGUISHED GENERAL: I have just arrived here from the United 
States on a mission of highest importance for the party of the constitution. 
alists, of which you are such a prominent member, as well as for the genera 
interest of the party which I represent ‘n Mexico and in Washington, &n 
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beg of you very respectfully to grant me kindly an hour or so that I may hand 
you a letter that I bring with me and also to speak about its contents with vou. 

“You will pardon me when I ask you to attend to this right away, since I 
am ina hurry to return to the United States, where our political affairs de- 
mand our presence in an urgent Manner.” 

Peralta, on the same date, sent exactly the same letter as quoted above 
to Lic. Jesus Osuna, minister of government. 

From Mexico City, Peralta, in a letter dated June 7, sent a communication 
to Carranza, the translation of which follows: 


Mr. VENUSTIANO CARRANZA, 
First chief in charge of the crecutive power of the Nation, 
City, D. F. 

HIGHLY DISTINGUISHED SIR: A mission of vital importance for the Constitu- 
tionalists, whose worthy chief you are, as well as for the political party to 
which I belong and which I represent in Mexico and in Washington, has 
brought me to this country to comply with the wishes of those whom I repre- 
snt. I have the honor of soliciting a private interview with vou at the time 
you deem it convenient for your interests, and my return to the United States 
depends only on this audience with you and the members of the Constitu- 
tionalists. 

I beg to repeat to you my highest consideration, and I am, 

Very respectfully, 
PEDRO GRAVE DE PERALTA. 


The above letters, among other things, illustrate the typical Latin-American 
and Mexican manner of “camouflage.” All these elaborate announcements 
and prayers for audiences were made despite the fact that Peralta, all along, 
knew that Carranza’s representatives in the United States had “ cooked every- 
thing” and had arranged long before for the interviews. 

From Mexico City, on June 8, 1916, Carranza wrote Peralta, in answer to 
his letter of June 7. The first chiefs communication was made on oflicial sta- 
tionery which bore the Mexican eagle of tbe Republic of Mexico. Under the 
eagle is the inscription “ First chief of the Constitutionalist Army.” The Eng- 
lish translation follows: 


Mk, PEDRO GRAVE DE PERALTA, 
Hotel Itrubide, Apartment 55, City. | 
ESTEEMED SR oF My ConsibDERATION: I have your attentive favor of vester- 
day, and in reply I beg to state that if you will call to-morrow afternoon at 
430 at the Palace, I shall give myself to the satisfaction of receiving you. 
I am, dear sir, respectfully, 
V. CARRANZA, 


The above letter was dictated to Carranza’s stenographer, “M. C. R” 

The English translation of Peralta’s letter, dated Mexico City, June 8, 1916, 
to Mr. Charles Hammocken, Oliver Building, same city, follows: 

My DistringuisHep Frienp: I am very sorry that I could not have the plens- 
ure of seeing you when you called on me, but, as you know, I had sume very 
important interviews to attend to. It is very necessary that we should meet 
as soon as possible, and I shall phone you to find out the best time for us to 
have a quiet talk by ourselves. 

I remain your friend. l 

Ou June 10, 1916, Peralta wrote the following letter from Mexico City to 
Gen. Alvaro Obregon, Mexican minister of war and marine: 

“My DISTINGUISHED GENERAL: I want to express to you my sincere thanks 
for the honorable distinction extended to me in preparing the important in- 
terview with our worthy Gen. Carranza. 

“I have come to the conclusion in consequence thereof that the most promi- 
nent members of the Constitutionalists, whose main representative you are, 
do no longer look with cold indifference at the fact that the Liberal Party 
of Central America is about to be enslaved, which party should form one 
great and solid body with the Mexican Constitutionalists. 

_ Grave and important matters are calling for attention and they are shap- 
ing up in a good many ways. As a partisan of the great cause that you stand 
for, I feel that it is my duty to denounce this matter before you. 

“Mr. Ricardo Carrascosa has arrived recently from Chiapas (a Mexican 
State adjoining Guatemala, Central America) and he is the bringer of some 
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very important news which should not escape your knowledge. This news 
is a great help to the plans which I have submitted to you and to Gen. 
Carranza, in case that they will be verified as well as those which I have 
brought from North America, and which have been supplied by our most 
prominent leaders. 

“It would be well for you to have this Carrascosa to come up to your 
office.” 

Carrascesa was a leader of the Carranza party in Chiapas. He is now 
said to be one of Carranza’s military commanders in that State. The letter con- 
cludes: 

“} want to tell you. distinguished General, that you have made the deepest 
impression upon me, which I shall communicate among the 800,000 liberals 
of Central America, and I shall tell them that the bell which shall announce 
the freedom of the Central American isthmus shall be rung by the orders of 
generals such as Carranza and Obregon. I deem it the highest honor to be 
bearer of such good news, and I await impatiently the resolve which will 
give us either life or death.” 

Peralta’s reference to the “ 800,000 liberals” of Central America refers to 
those members of what is known as the Liberal Political Party of the five 
Central American countries: Costa Rico, Nicauragua. Honduras, Salvador, 
and Guatemala. Peralta admits in this letter that he, in connection with 
Gen. Rosales and their other revolutionary associates, is perfectly willing 
to carry through the plans of Carranza and the first chief officials to extend 
their dominating power through all of Central America. 

On June 13, 1916, Peralta received a letter from Gen. A. Obregon, translated 
as follows: 


[Private correspondence of the Secretary of War and Navy.] 


Mr. PEDRO GRAVE DE PERALTA, 
Hotel Iturbide 55, City. 


My DEAR FRIEND AND Sir: In answering your attentive letter of the 10th 
instant, I am glad to express to you my appreciation of your sentiments, er- 
pressed therein, and to tell you at the same time that it would be well for Mr. 
Carrascosa to come to this office in order to let me have the information of 
which you speak, and which I shall be glad to hear, so that I may make use 
of it in the best manner possible. 

Thanking you again for your kind expressions, and always gladly at your 
orders, I am, 

Your servant, 
GEN. A. OBREGON. 

Through Carlos Felix Diaz, the Mexican consul at Belize, and through 
Gen. Carlos Vidal, the Mexican military commander at Payo Obisbo, Peralta 
had arranged with Carrascosa to take active charge of an armed revolutionary 
expedition out of the Mexican State of Chiapas against Guatemala. This was 
to be launched at a time when other expeditions were to attack Guatemala at 
the Atlantie ports of Livingston and Puerto Barrios. 

On June 16, 1916, Peralta wrote at Mexico City to Carranza. The English 
translation follows: 


Cen. VENUSTIANO CARRANZA 
(Personal). 


HicHriy Hoxorep Str: Our distinguished friend. Gen. Gandido Aguilar. as 
well as the Hon. Mr. Ugarte, have communicated to me your precious and int 
portant resolution in favor of the political interests which T have the honor to 
represent before your distinguished person, interests which I consider firmly 
identical with those of the constitutionalists of Mexico. 

I am bound, sir. to return to the United States in as short a time as possible, 
taking with me the valuable coutingent of our worthy chief, Gen. Carranza, 
who may count on the unconditional service of the entire army of the Hberators 
of Honduras, so that your Government will grow stronger every day, in a way 
thet will be most convenient and useful for our interests. 

Relieve me, that it is really very important that I should return without 
delay, and I am anxious to comply with the orders of Gen. Rosales, who only 
waits for my arrival in order to start his eampaign. s 

I therefore beg of you respectfully to get me ready by this week, since it 1S 
very difficult at the present time to get any steamers that are going north on 
account of the irregular itinerary. You may be sure that wherever you hear 
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the name of Gen. Maximo B. Rosales mentioned you will have a sincere and 
true representative of Gen. Venustiano Carranza. and I assure you that I, asa 
true admirer of your political creed, will be the same as he. 

Necessity forces me to ask you for my answer. so that I may be enabled to 
act immediately. 

Attention is called to the fact presented in the above letter that the Mexican 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Candido Aguilar, and Derzayn Ugarte, Curranza’s 
private secretary, had communicated to Peralta word that Carranza had as- 
sured them the first chief had decided in every way, through Peralta, Rosales, 
uid other of their associates, to gain control of the several Central American 
countries, 

I have found that the Mexican mind, as well as that of the Central American 
oficial, thirsts for publicity. I often played on this psychological trend to 
advantage. Peralta had been led to believe, through me, that “we” could 
control publicity in a large number of newspapers, and with this belief upper- 
most he boasted to Carranza of the “ great publicity power he wielded.” 

Carranza asked for a demonstration of Peralta’s power in the American press. 
I was not supposed to know where Peralta was, but to call Carranza’s turn he 
was compelled to cable me. This resulted in the following correspondence 
between Peralta and Candido Aguilar, Mexican Secretary of Foreign Affairs, 
the English translations of which are as follows: 

Mexico Ciry, June 19, 1916, 
Gen. CANDIDO AGUILAR 
(Confidential), 

My DISTINGUISHED SIR AND FRIEND: I beg of you very respectfully to tell me 
Whether you and the first chief will allow me to send the following cable 
message to Washington, which letter, translated, reads as follows; 


“CHARLES JONES, 
“ Washington: . 
“Call on Senators and press associations immediately in order to avoid inrter- 
national difficulties created by political speculators of both countries. The 
United States and Mexico should remain united in order to repel the european 


aggression. Public opinion is with Carranza. | 
* PEDRO GRAVE DE PERALTA.” 


Our object is to place at the disposal of Gen. Carranza our lawyers in Wash- 
ington, since they are persons of political influence in that country. E would 
one your answer highly, since I am very anxious to send this cable 
0-day. 

I remain your friend. 

Aguilar’s answer to the above letter was as follows: 

Mexico CITY, June 19, 1916. 
Mr. PEDRO Gave DE PERALTA, : 
Hotel Iturbide, Room 55, City. 

My DistTINGUISHED SIR AND FRIEND: I take pleasure in replying to your kind 
letter of this date and beg to state to you that the message which vou want to 
send to Washington is very appropriate. And I would that you let me have the 
exact translation (Spanish) of same. Of course I shall communicate to the 
First Chief (Carranza) these noble actions which you have taken for him and 
in his favor. 

Highly appreciating the interest which you are taking in the affairs of this 
Country, I beg to remain as always, 


Your servant and friend, 
C, AGUILAR. 


Peralta them supplied to Gen. Carranza and Obregon at Mexico City the 
transcription of the message requested by Aguilar, which was as follows: 


Gens. CARRANZA Y OBREGON. 
Mexico City. 

Puedo disponer 200 periodicos aqui y todo el pais, puedo entablar campana 
favor Carranza y su partido soberbia. Contesteme immediatamente si trato 
asunto deseo serles util, Estoy Hotel, Harrington. 

PEDRO GRAVE DE PERALTA, 


136920—20—prr 20—12 
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The translation of the above into English is: 

I can have 200 newspapers at my disposal here and in the whole country 
can start a campaign in favor of Carranza and his party that will be first class. 
Answer immediately whether I shall take advantage of the offer. 

The following letter from Peralta to Carranza, written on June 19, 1916, 
testifies to the bitter hatred of Peralta and his clique for America and his 
eagerness to join Carranza and all their supporters in each of the Central 
American countries with their armies and revolutionary groups “ at any time 
Carranza so ordered” to defy the United States. This is openly expressed, 
despite the fact that Peralta, Rosales, and other plotters had and were enjoying 
with their families safe refuge in America. The communication reads 
translated : 


HIGHLY ESTEEMED MR. CARRANZA: Well acquainted as I am with the 
Machiavellan polities of Estrada Cabrera in Central America, I deem it my duty 
to warn your distinguished Government against all fakes, traps, or political 
acts Which he employs to surprise the Mexican Government when he now 
uses his power and makes the Government of Honduras protest against the 
Yankee intervention in Mexico. 

President Cabrera is employing dangerous means in fooling you, and he is 
hiding the fact that he has made an alliance secretly with Honduras as well as 
with Salvador to the effect that they must support him for the assistance he 
renders the two incumbents for their respective reelection. 

The Liberal Party, whom I have fhe honor to represent here and in the 
United States is ready unconditionally to place their army at the exclusive 
orders of Gen. Carranza to fight the American colossus or any other enemy 
of his Government, and it all depends on you for us to prove what we say, 
especially under the present circumstances. JI, in person, as the special repre- 
sentative of that great group, bring vou their last word in this matter. 

Estrada Cabrera has found out that he ean not fool this great Republic any 
longer. and now he is going to employ politics against you. 

Respectfully, 
PEDRO GRAVE DE PERALTA. 


Peralta at this time was engaged in ereating a profound impression in the 
minds of Mexienn officials regarding his ability to spread propaganda throuch- 
out the United States favorable to Mexico. The following letter illustrates this: 


HOTEL ITURBIDE, 55. 
Mexico City, June 20, 1916. 
SUBSECRETARY OF FOREIGN RELATIONS, 
Palace of Communications, City. 


Drar Str: You will pardon me for taking up your valuable time with the 
object in view to have you ask our distinguished Gen. Aguilar whether T could 
send my eables to Washington free of charge in the respective departments, 80 
that I can stir up the sympathies in favor of this great Republic (Mexico) 
which is unreservedly at our disposition. 

I deem this of highest importance for our patriotie labors, as it will serve at 
the same time the cause of Latin America. It is understood that I will only 
make use of this for any messages that concern our actual political moves, but 
that under no circumstances will I do so for my own personal affairs. 

selieve me, Mr. Secretary, a firm friend of your Government, and you may 
count unreservedly on my humble services whenever they may be of any Use 
to you. 

Respectfully, 
PEDRO GRAVE DE PERATTA. 


The following letter, written by Peralta in Mexico City on June 23, 1916. t9 
Aguilar, secretary of foreign relations, and marked “ contidential,” further 
demonstrates the complete willingness on the part of Peralta, Rosales. and 
their associates in Central America to place their countries at the disposal of 
Carranza, provided they could overthrow the existing Central American Gov 
erments by revolutions, as planned in the United States by Carranza’s repre 
sentatives: 


DISTINGUISHED AND ITONORED Sir: Since I have not had the honor of hearing 
from you up to this present time in regard to my affairs, which brought me te 
Mexico. and since I have received superior orders to get rendy to leave in cel 
sequence of the pressure that is getting stronger every day among our parti- 
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sins and in our country. I beg of you most respectfully to give me an heur, if 
possible, to-day, so that I can have my last meeting with vou and finish the 
nission for Gen. Carranza which brought me here. 

You will understand that my party wants to know whether or not I bave 
heen successful in my mission to the fathers of the Mexican liberalism. ‘Lo 
lose any further time without getting any practical results would prejudice my 
muse, precisely since the people of Honduras are anxious to see Maximo B. 
Rosales, the chief of the Liberal Party, return to his country. and who is wait- 
ing tor me before he starts on this canipaign. 

ENDER SUCH PRESSING CTRCUMNSPANCES I SIMPLY WILL HAVE 
TOGIVE UP MY MISSION AND LEAVE RIGHT AWAY, TAKING ALONG 
WITH ME THE LAST WORD, WHICH WILL DEFINE COMPLETELY IN 
CENTRAL AMERICA THE ATTITUDE AND OPINION OF GEN. CAR- 
RANZA TOWARD THE LIBERAL PARTY, WHICH NO DOUBT WILL 
AFFECT POLITICS IN SOUTH AMERICA. 

IT IS USELESS THAT I SHOULD REPEAT ALL THAT I HAVE SAID; 
HOW GEN. CARRANZA, FOR POLITICAL AND STRATEGICAL REASONS, 
NEEDS A BASE IN CENTRAL AMERICA IN ORDER TO DISLODGE ANY 
GOVERNMENT WHO AFFORDS AND GRANTS AN ASYLUM TO HIS 
ENEMIES, WHO ARE MOVING RAPIDLY AND STRONGLY, AND WHO 
ARE CREATING THIS DIFFICULT SITUATION IN MEXICO TO-DAY IN 
ORDER TO CHANGE THE ORDER OF THE ACTUAL STATE OF AFFAIRS. 

Neither do I have to repeat the solemn compromise of the Liberal Party in 
Honduras, whose chief Gen. Rosales is, to consolidate it with the government 
of Carranza through blood and fire, or ayway that it suits him, and I think that 
if Gen. Carranza looks upon all these grind propositions and great opportuni- 
ties with cold indifference, then he should, later on, hold nobody to blame for 
IS, 
_Mecame here with an open heart and have offered ourselves unconditionally 
ie to give more life, stability, to your cause in those regions (Central 
America), 

Furthermore, you must readily see that the political machiavellan monster 
Meaning Estrado Cabrera) is getting busy against the constitutionalists and 
is locking for connections with other nations to that effect, but Gen. Carranza 
is not doing anything at all to cut the sane from the bad. 

This is precisely the work that we want to take upon our shoulders, and we 
want to attack this matter as a deadly poison to the Liberal Party. 

Delay brings danger, and a step well taken in time is worth that come too 
late. Believe me, General, to be your sincere friend, who appreciates you, 

Poralta’s letter to Gen, Aguilar contains a note of anxiety. This is precisely 
Whit Carranza aimed at, the latter having coached his oflicials to " drag 
Peralta along” and not seem overanxious, The purpose of this was to dis- 
“ade Peralta from demanding more money than Carranza and his aides pro- 
sel to give him. His letter, however, on the afternoon of the same day 
brought results in so far as the matter of finances for a Central American 
tovenent was concerned, as shown by the following letter: 


[Secretary of Foreign Relations, Mexico. ] 


€ ‘Mexico Ciry, June 23, 1916. 
Mr. PEDRO GRAVE DE PERALTA, 
Hotel Iturbide, City. 
My Dear SIR: I beg to eall your attention to the fact that Lie. Louis Cabrera 
already has instructions in regard to your affairs, and that you come up here 
[0 seg him to-morrow at 12 o'clock. Iam, sir, 


Your servant, l 
JOSE PEREZ Y CARBONELL. 


The following letter from the private secretary to Peralta acknowledgeg 
receipt of Peralta's several letters to Carranza, as quoted heretofore, and con- 
firms the fact that Carranza had given the necessary instructions to Louis 
-abrera, Mexican minister of finance. and GEN. A. OBREGON, MEXICAN 
MINISTER OF WAR AND MARINE, REGARDING THE FINANCIAL AR- 


RANGEMENTS FOR PERALTA, AND ALSO THE ARMS AND AMMUNITION 


AND OTHER SINEWS OF WAR THAT THE CENTRAL AMERICAN REVO- 
LUTIONARY MOVEMENTS WERE TO RECEIVE FROM MENICO, 
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The English translation of the letter, which was written on Carranza’s 
official stationery, bearing the eagle of the Mexican Republic, and dated Mexico 
City, June 23, 1916, follows: 


Mr. PEDRO GRAVE DE PERALTA. 


My ESTEEMED AND FINE FRIEND: This office has received the letters which 
you sent to the first chief of the Constitutionalist Army in charge of the execu- 
live power of the nation, as well as those which you have written to me, and 
Mr. Carranza has read them carefully. 

You will understand that the delicacy of our present situation has loaded up 
with work all of our offices, and for that reason I have not been able to answer 
your letters, although [ have continued to look after your matters, which, as 
you know, have my fullest support. 

THE FIRST CHIEF (CARRANZA) ALREADY HAS GIVEN OUT HIS 
WILLINGNESS IN THE MANNER IN WHICH YOU WILL HAVE TO BE 
DISPATCHED. (THIS REFERS TO FINANCES, ARMS, AND AMMUNI- 
TION FOR THE CENTRAL AMERICAN MOVEMENTS.) AND IT WOULD 
BE VERY WELL FOR YOU TO COME UP HERE TO-DAY AT 6 O'CLOCK 
AND TO SEE LOUIS CABRERA, SECRETARY OF FINANCE, SO THAT 
HE MAY TELL YOU OF THE INSTRUCTIONS WHICH HE HAS AL 
READY. 

If you would not mind coming up to my office to-morrow at 12 o'clock, I 
shall be glad to receive you, and we may bring matters to a satisfactory end 
then. I am, sir, with all consideration and esteem, | 
Your sincere friend, 


GERZAYN UGARTE. 


The following letter shows that Gen. Alvaro Obregon, Mexican secretary of 
war and marine, as well as all other members of Carranza’s so-called cabinet 
at that time, were cooperating fully with the Central American revolutionary 
movements. These movements origtnated, as has been pointed out in corre 
spondence, through Carranza’s general consuls at New Orleans and at Belize, 
British Honduras: 

“Mexico Crry, June 27, 1916. 
“Gen. ALVARO OBREGON, 
“ Secretary of War and Navy, National Palace, City. 


“My DISTINGUISHED GENERAL: I am about to leave for the United States, 
from where I came, bidding farewell to this great and beautiful country 
(Mexico), where I have been treated so well and kind. 

“I have come a true friend of yours, and the impression which I take away 
with me of you is so great that the press of the country (the United States) 
where I ain going will Soon have something to say about you.” 

“In saying good-by to you, I again want to express to you that I have become 
a true and sincere friend of yours from sympathy and admiration, and wherever 
I MAY BE YOU CAN COMMAND ME AND MY SERVICES UNCONDI 
TIONALLY. I ASKED DR. LOUIS FELIPE OBREGON YESTERDAY TO 
GO TO SEE YOU IN PERSON IN ORDER TO OBTAIN A LETTER OF 
SPECIAL RECOMMENDATION FOR ME WELL EXPLAINED [THIS LIT- 
ERAL TRANSLATION REFERS TO GEN. OBREGON GIVING THE NECES- 
SARY MILITARY ORDER TO THE MEXICAN COMMANDERS TO CO 
OPERATE WITH THE CENTRAL AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY MOVE- 
MENTS] FOR OUR PARTISAN. GEN. CARLOS VIDAL, MILITARY CHIEF 
OF PAYO OBISPO, IN THE TERRITORY OF QUINTANO ROO, WHERE 
THERE ARE A GOOD MANY OF OUR FRIENDS WHO ARE GOING TO 
TAKE ACTIVE PART IN THE DEVELOPMENTS WHICH ARE GOING 
TO TAKE PLACE SOON IN CENTRAL AMERICA UNDER THE LEADER- 
SHIP OF GEN. MAXIMO B. ROSALES, CHIEF OF THE LIBERAL PARTY 
IN THAT SECTION OF THE CONTINENT. 

“Tf you will honor me with such a letter, I ask that you kindly send it to-day, 
to Hotel Iturbide., room 55. 

* Respectfully, 
“ PEDRO GRAVE DE PERALTA.” 

One of Carranza’s widely known military leaders, Gen. C. Green, wrote to 
Antonio Hernandez Ferrer from Mexico City on June 27, 1916, to Havana. 
translated as follows: 

“I have the pleasure of introducing to you through this letter my goad 
friend, Pedro Grave de Peralta, a distinguished partisan of ours. He bas ar 
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ranged in a Satisfactory manner some highly important matters, which brought 
him here to our dear Mexico. He is returning home now in order to give an 
account of his mission, taking with him the highest opinion of all of us, the 
real revolutionaries, 

“I trust that you will treat him as he deserves by placing your unlimited cou- 
fidence in him. From the many talks that he and I have had about you, he 
knows you very well; and I hope that the same friendship that has united us 
will exist between the both of you. 

“Without any further news for to-day, 

“Tam your friend.” 

Peralta wrote Aguilar on June 27, 1916, a letter marked “ confidential ” in 
Mexico City, to wit: 

“My DISTINGUISHED FREND: After having been dispatched in such a highly 
satisfactory manner by the first chief, Mr. Venustiano Carranza, as well as by 
you, I want to express my sincere thanks to you; and I feel certain that the 
Liberal Party of Honduras and Gen. Maximo B. Rosales will see in your dis- 
tinguished personality one of the strongest supporters of our cause. 

” I beg of you to express to Gen. Carranza our most sincere appreciation and 
impress upon his mind that our political group will only act on personal orders 
from him in the manner which I explained in my last letter. 

“Tam leaving for the United States, where your Government will have in 
me a true partisan and defender of the cause, and I beg of you always to con- 
sider me a true friend of yours.” 

Peralta, on June 28 or 29, 1916, left Mexico City for Vera Cruz. On his arrival 
there, according to Sonora Concho on her return to New Orleans, she having 
awaited Peralta in Vera Cruz as a spy for Cabrera, the latter, bubbling over 
with enthusiasm and champagne, poured into Sonora Coneho’s eager ear the 
entire story of his negotiations with Carranza and other officials in Mexico City. 

Peralta told the woman spy that Carranza had placed at the disposal of Gen. 
Rosales and the Central American movement $50,000 in gold, likewise arms and 
ammunition, boats, and other supplies for the several expeditions that were to 
start out of Mexico territory. 

After “ pumping ” Peralta, Sonora Concho arrived in New Orleans a Week in 
advance of Peralta and received attentions again from the Central American 
agent in my employ. She also “ bubbled over ” with enthusiasm and wine and 
relayed Peralta’s story to our spy. 

Consequently the United States Government, as covered in my report on this 
episode. received confirmation of plans which I had submitted long before 
Concerning the proposed Central American movements as plotted by Carranza’s 
“wn officials under his personal supervision. 

Sefiora Concho’s story to our agent was repeated again under peculiar cir- 
cumstances, To be sure that our agent had obtained a correct narration, we 
devised that he should piek a quarrel with the woman, leave her, and give way 
to another spy, this time a Villista revolufionist. Not only did he pay ardent 
attentions to her, but he went so far as to marry Señora Concho. He did this 
Ich to our surprise, as we knew he had one wife already in Mexico, 

Through this new husband of Señora Concho, who is now in Habana. we con- 
firmel the woman’s statements as told the Central American agent. I learned 
much other important news during the one week of their stormy honeymoon, and 
then the woman ran her husband out of the country. She then came to New 
York and met here a former husband from whom she was divorced, and who, up 
Ma time, had been an active friend and supporter of Gen, Rosales and 
eralta. 

From her he learned of Peralta’s flirtation with his wife in Vera Cruz, and 
she repeated to him the entire story regarding the plans and combination pro- 
posed by Peralta, Rosales, and Carranza. From this man I procured further 
‘letails confirming the entire affair. Due to his feeling against Peralta, I was 
uso able to procure additional plans. 

After Peralta, arriving at Vera Cruz, Mexico, from the Hotel Diligencias 
Amex, on July 3, 1916, wrote the following letter to Gen. Venustiano Carranza, 
Mexico City : 

“My DISTINGUISHED GENERAL: I am now about to take a steamer for my point 
of destination, which you know is being done in order to smooth over tne 
Intemational political storm which has broken out between the United States 
and Mexico, and this will show you more than all my promises and all that I 
have told you before I left Mexico City. 
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“I feel proud that I have been able to foretell all these matters, and I do 
not doubt that I shall be able to gain your complete’ confidence in consequence 
thereof, which I want to do, as your sincere friend and ardent supporter. 

“I feel certain that I shall be very useful to you in Washington as well as in 
New York, precisely at this time, when all your true friends ought to stand by 
you. I shall keep you posted about everything that I am doing, so that you will 
be able to appreciate fully our capabilities. 

“Our mutual friend, Dr. Guilermo Zalazar, is leaving for Mexico City from 
the seat of operations in Chiapas and Campeche with some very valuable infor- 
mation for you, which you no doubt will appreciate.” 

Peralta above refers to organization of revolutionary movements, armed, 
equipped, and financed by Carranza and Mexico against the Government ot 
Guatemala, in connection with the revolutionary leaders, Dr. Toledo, Gen. Jose 
Castillo, and other associates. Peralta’s letter concludes: 

*T also have looked into this information thoroughly, in order to denounce 
Estrada Cabrera (President of Guatemala), at the Department of State (United 
States), as a protector of hoodlums who try to alter the publie order. T shall 
also denounce him as a fakir for having spread the news about that there exists 
a treaty offensive and defensive between him and the United States. which is 
absolutely false. 

“I shall be able to prove this assertion of mine absolutely by means of a 
certified statement, whieh I will send you from Washington, and which you 
may use wherever convenient for your political interests. 

“I have nothing further to say in addition to what I have told you already 
and what I have written to you, but I would feel honored by your further 
instructions and dispositions for the week that I shall remain here. 

* Believe me to be, Your most sincere friend.” 

Peralta, before leaving Mexico City, has made arrangements with various 
Mexiean Government officials to have the arms and ammunition for the Central 
American revolutionary expeditions shipped from Vera Cruz, Mexico, into 
Yucatan, Quintana Roe and Campeche, also that a certain number of Mexican 
officers and soldiers were to be supplied by the Mexican Government to par 
ticipate in the various expeditions. 

The following letter shows that a party connected with the Mexican Gov- 
ernment was to inspect the arms and ammunition supplied by Mexico for 
Peralta. The English translatien follows: 


HOTEL DILITENCIA ANNEX, 
VERA Cruz, Mexico, July 5, 1916. 
Mr. ROBERTO DE LA ROSA, 
Mexico, D. F. 

My Drar Friexn: Kindly do me the favor to go at receipt of this letter 
to all the persons that you have ready for the expeditions [referring to the 
revolutionary movements in Central America] which we have talked about 
and tell them to get ready without any further delay. 

I also ask you to inspect the rifles and ammunition carefully and in person 
so that no ulterior difficulties may arise later on. Please also attend to what 
I have to sny at the foot of this letter and let me know of everything that 
you have done so that I may take the matter up with our distinguished friend 
(Gen, Rosales) whom you know already, in conformity with what you think 
will be convenient, 

I shall remain here six days longer and trust that in the meanwhile I shall 
hear from you with favorable reply, as the time slips away and the matter is 
pressing. 

I am, your friend, 
. PEDRO GRAVE DE PERALTA. 


Particular attention is called to the following letter, in which is is show? 
that Peralta’s visit to Mexico and his conferences with Carranza at the 
National Palace and with other of Carranza's leading officials had been is 
enecesstul as the Mexiean generals at New Orleans and at Belize, British 
Honduras. had assured Peralta they would be. The English translation of 
this missive is as follows: 

Vera Cruz, MEX., July 5, 1916. 
Sr. Gen. CARLOS VIDAL. 
Quintana Roo, Confidential. 


My DISTINGUISHED SIR AND FRIEND: Aside from the valuable matters sub- 
mitted by you to Consul Carlos Felix Diaz, for the purpose which you under- 
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stand I now have the greatest honor or communicating to you and that my 
mission to the National Palace of Mexico has been fully successful and that I 
shall sail shortly to your territory with a group of patriots and also will 
bring you a letter from the minister of war (Gen. A. Obregon). 

You must Know that myself as well as our distinguished chief, Gen. Maximo 
B. Rosales, the head of the Liberal Party of Honduras. wants to express to 
you our most Sincere thanks for your important work in favor of our cause. 
I would appreciate it very much if you would wire our friend, Carlos Felix 
Diaz, in code, and let him know of our political triumph in Mexico, so that he 
may, in an indirect manner, instill fresh hopes in the hearts of our friends 
who are now in the British Colony. 

Believe me to be your sincere friend. 

PEDRO GRAVE DE PERALTA. 


In Peralta’s several conferences with Gen. A. Obregon, minister of war and 
marine, at Mexico City, according to Peralta’s claims later, Obregon suggested 
the advisability of including in the hospital corps of the several expeditions 
various Mexican army doctors and attendants to form a nucleus of the 
Corps. : 

The following letters refer to the above matter: 


VERA Cruz, Mexico, July 5, 1916. 
Dr. MANUEL DE LA Rosa PUEBLA. 


My DIsTinGuIsHED FriEND: We have been waiting for you here for five 
days, and seeing that you could not get here, even after we had wired you 
to that effect, I then decided to start the work together with our distinguished 
friend, Dr. Guzman, in order to take advantage of the little time that is left us. 

You know beforehand, as we have agreed, which position corresponds to you, 
and we don’t have to talk about this matter any further. I shall remain here 
folie six or eight days more, and by that time I suppose that you will be here 
With us. Please write to your brother Roberta and tell him to answer my 
letter as soon as possible, since it is of the highest importance for our affairs. 
Tam, your friend, i 

f PEDRO GRAVE DE PERALTA. 


Before the above letter reached Dr. Rosa he arrived in Vera Cruz. Peralta, 
on July 6, wrote him the following, written on stationery bearing “Private 
‘correspondence of the director of the military hospital, Vera Cruz: 

“My ESTEEMED AND DISTINGUISHED Str: As the legal representative of Gen. 
Maximo B. Rosales, the chief of the Liberal Party in Honduras in this city, 
I fully authorize you to arrange for the establishment of the Red Cross service 
[referring to hospital arrangements for the military movements] in a therough 
manner for the object which is known to you, employing only Mexican doctors 
wider the terms of the inclosed sheet. 

“I beg to state to you beforehand that any arrangements which you may 
Make will the sanctioned by the provisional governor of the Republie of Hon- 
duras, headed by Maximo B. Rosales, whose legal representative I am. As I 
have said before, it will be necessary that you shall take charge of the entire 
outfit in the manner in which we have agreed upon already.” 

The “inclosed sheet ” referred to, headed “ Terms,” is translated to read: 

i “Chief of the hospital service: Colonel, cash per month, $200 silver of Hon- 
uras, 

“Five doctors: Lieutenant Colonels, cash per month, $150 silver of Honduras, 
with guaranty of a raise. 

Employment guaranteed for the provisional and constitutional period. The 
Interested parties should previously state who, in case of death, should receive 
one-half of their salary during the aforesaid time. 

“Obligations: To place themselves unconditionally at the service and under 
the immediate orders of the chief of same. 

“If at any time before this revolution has been brought to an end these men 
should abandon their posts, then all obligations will cease and this contract 


becomes 
hull and void. 
“ PEDRO GRAVE DE PERALTA.” 


The above-mentioned Mexican doctors were to be placed on leave of absence 
from the Mexican Army, but were to receive, nevertheless, their regular pay in 
that service from the Mexican minister of war and marine in addition to the 


“ntract terms quoted above. 
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From Vera Cruz, on July 6, 1916, on the private correspondence letterhead 
of the director of the military hospital, Peralta wrote Gen. Alvaro Obregon. 
National Palace, Mexico City: 


“MY DISTINGUISHED GENERAL: I SHALL NEVER GET THROUGH 
THANKING YOU FOR ALL THE KINDNESS WHICH YOU HAVE SHOWN 
ME., AND I SHALI. NEVER BE ABLE TO FORGET YOU. THE LIBERAL 
PARTY OF MY COUNTRY, AS WELL AS I, HAVE RECOGNIZED YOU 
THE GREAT MAN WHO HAS GIVEN HIS STRONGEST SUPPORT FOR 
THE ESTARLISHMENT OF THE LIBERAL? RULE IN CENTRAL AMER- 
ICA, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE HIGH IDEALS OF THE CONSTITU- 
TIONALISTS, WHICH YOU SO SPLENDIDLY REPRESENTED IN YOUR 
PERSON AND THAT OF GEN. CARRANZA. 

“TAM NOW QUIETLY ARRANGING THE VARIOUS EXPEDITIONS IN 
THIS COUNTRY (MENICO) WHICH WILL WORK IN CONNECTION WITH 
THOSE WHICH IT SHALL TAKE OUT OF THE UNITED STATES AND 
THE BRITISH COLONY, BELIZE: AND I BADLY NEED, AS YOU 
POINTED OUT BEFORE TO ME, THE ORGANIZATION OF A RED CROSS 
STAFFE WITH ALL MEXTCAN DOCTORS, IN CONSEQUENCE I BEG OF 
YOU TO GRANT ME THE FAVOR OF RELEASING DR. MANUEL DE LA 
ROSA FROM THE PROGRESSO IN MY FAVOR. 

“DR, DE LA ROSA WILL HAND YOU THIS LETTER IN PERSON AND 
T DO NOT DOUBT YOUR GENEROSITY WILL NOT DEPRIVE MY MEN 
OF THE SERVICES OF THIS VALUABLE MAN. BELIEVE ME TO BE 
YOUR SINCERE FRIEND. 

“ PEDRO GRAVE DE PERALTA.” 


The folowing correspondence from Peralta shows that he had also been 
appointed by Carranza as the latter's legal and confidential spy in the United 
States. In addition to Peralta’s continued violations of the Federal neutrality 
laws of the United States he now, by becoming spy of Carranza, likewise vio- 
leted another Federal law, which Barnes's Federal Code. 1919-20 (p. 1667, 
No. 7050), defines as follows: 

“Whoever, other than a diplomatic or consular officer or attaché, shall act 
in the United States as an agent of a foreign government without prior noti- 
ticatien to the Secretary of State shall be fined not more than $5,000, or 
imprisoned not more than five years, or both. The words ‘foreign government ’ 
as used in this act and in sections 156, 157, 161, 170, 171, 172, 173. and 220 
of the act of March 4, 1909, entitled ‘An act to codify, revise, and amend the 
penal laws of the United States,’ shall be deemed to include any government 
faction or body of insurgents within a country with which the United States 
is at peace, whieh government faction or body of insurgents may or may not 
have been recognized by the United States as a government.” 

The English translation of the letter follows: 


Vera Cruz, Mexico, July 11, 1916. 
Dr. JORGE A. GUZMAN, City. 

My DISTINGUISHED FRIEND: I have the honor of communicating to you for 
your guidance that you have been appointed my private secretary to accompany 
me on all my political missions en behalf of the government of Gen. Maximo 
B. Rosales as a revolutionary, provisional, and constitutional government, and 
niso on diplomatic and other missions which the first chief (Carranza) will 
designate for me. whose legal representative I am at the present time in the 
United States and in Washington. 

l shall not fail to mention that as a reward for your good services you shall 
be awarded whatever 1 think advisable, with an elevated position that is 
corresponding to your capabilities, for his Government in the Republic of 
Honduras. 

I am, your sincere friend, 

PEDRO GRAVE DE PERALTA. 


Peralta also, on June 13, 1916, sent a letter to Gen. Alvaro Obregon, National 
Palace, Mexico City, and labeled it “ contidential ”: 


“MY DEAR GENERAL: I HAVE SENT YOU A LETTER WITH DR. 
MANUEL DE LA ROSA, BUT I DO NOT KNOW WHETHER YOU HAVE 
RECEIVED SAME, BUT I AM VERY ANXIOUS THAT YOU SHOULD 
READ IT. IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL DIFFICUI- 
TIES I FIND IT HARD TO GET A STEAMER TO RETURN TO THE 
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PLACE FROM WHERE I CAME. BUT I CAN NOW TAKE A STEAMER ON 
THE 16TH OR 17TH INSTANT. 

“I SUPPOSE YOU ARE WELL POSTED ABOUT MY MOVEMENTS HERE, 
WHICH ARE PROGRESSING NICELY AT PRESENT FOR THE BENEFIT 
OF OUR COMMON POLITICAL INTERESTS. THE YOUNG BEARER OF 
THIS LETTER IS A PERSON OF MY UTMOST CONFIDENCE. HE WILL 
TELL YOU ALL ABOUT OUR AFFAIRS AND I ASK YOU TO HONOR ME 
KINDLY WITH YOUR ATTENTION BY GRANTING ME THE WISHES 
WHICH HE WILL EXPRESS TO YOU, AS I AM SURE BY SO DOING 
YOU WILL PROTECT THE INTERESTS OF OUR CAUSE, WHICH ARE 
ALSO THOSE OF YOUR OWN. 

“Thanking you again for your favors extended me, I remain, 

“Your sincere friend, 
“ PEDRO GRAVE DE PERALTA, 
“No. 8426 Canal Street, New Orleans, La.” 


Peralta, when in Vera Cruz, overlooked no opportunities for deals that 
meant financial profit to himself or to Rosales. The following agreement 
indicates that Rosales and Peralta knew within 24 hours after the former became 
revolutionary President of Honduras that the looting of that country would 
begin. The agreement was by and between an American in Mexico, W. P. 
Gavin, Rosales, and Peralta, and is translated herewith: 


VERA Cruz, MEXICO, July 15, 1916. 


I, the undersigned, hereby as a representative of Gen. Maximo B. Rosales in 
the United States of North America and in the Republic of Mexico, grant 
to W. P. Gavin, an American citizen and a resident of Vera Cruz, Mexico, 
a special concession for the construction of the national railroad which starts 
from Puerto Cortez and La Pimiento, according to the plans rendered in 
the minister of Formento, in order to make it interoceanic, provided Mr. 
W. P. Gavin include in his negotiation Gen. Maximo B. Rosales and the 
undersigned, taking into consideration that the whole part will be divided 
in three shares, of which Mr. Gavin, Gen. Rosales, and Sr. Peralta will own 
4 third each, but with the understanding also that Mr. W. P. Gavin will be 
the head of the whole enterprise and who will look after the financial affairs 
to proceed in this matter, being understood, therefore, and beforehand that 
whatever Mr. W. P. Gavin does in our benefit will be entirely accepted by us. 

This contract should be in effect 24 hours immediately after Gen. Maximo 
R. Rosales has been in possession of the executive power in any condition of 
the Republic of Honduras. It is further understood that the said W. P. 
Gavin, with the above two mentioned, will control all exportation of products, 
live stock, ete., of the Republic of Honduras, also the importation of necessary 
articles for the welfare of the Republic. 

PEDRO GRAVE DR DERALTA, 
Representative of Gen. M. B. Rosales. 
W. DB. GAVIN. 


Fully six months prior to the date of the agreement with Gavin, Peralta and 
Rosales, to keep me enthusiastic as to their eause, had promised to make me, ` 
Within “a year or two after Rosales became President of Honduras.” a muhi- 
millionaire: likewise, that Peralta. Rosales, and myself would) control the 
entire business affairs, governmental and otherwise, of Honduras for our own 
Mutal profit. 

This included absolutely the same proposition entered ite betwoow coca 
and Peralta. After Rosales won out in Honduras he was to issue 350,005,000 
Worth of Honduran gold bonds, which, according to his plans, were to be 
unloaded on American and European bankers at a considerable discount through 
a selling commission, which was myself, and which would receive as payment 
for selling the bonds $5,000,000 in gold. Of this commission Peralta and 
Rosales were to receive one-third each. 

The balance of the money to be derived from bonds was to be spent by 
the Rosales Government in so-called public improvements in Honduras, such 
as railroads, highways, ete. The contracts for such work were to go ex- 
Clusively to a concern to be organized for that specifie purpose by myself ; 
and Rosales and Peralta, irrespective of how excessive the bids for sueh work 
might have been, were to see that this concern received the contracts. Further- 
more, they were to be secret partners in the organization. Rosales, Peralta, 
and Myself, in one way or another, so they estimated, would have procured a 
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very large part of the money derived from the sale of the bonds, and which 
was to be split in equal parts among the three of us. 

Notwithstanding the glamor of so much “ easy money ” coming my way, my 
reports to the Department of Justice Bureau of Investigation continued with 
regularity, and fully exposed from day to day the schemes of Rosales, Peralta, 
and their associates. In the end the United States was enabled to Dreak up 
completely all plots in which these grafters were involved. 

Before Rosales, Peralta, et al. finally succumbed to their activities, they had 
entered into similar arrangements to loot Honduras with three other parties, 
using the same bait that they held forth for Gavin and myself. My knowledge 
of Mexicans and Central Americans before this had taught me that these 
“monkey proniuses ”’ were worth naught, even had I entered into their schemes 
in fact and they had won out. 

The English translation of an original, signed document, formulated at Vera 
Cruz, on July 13, 1916, refers to arms, ammunition, and men from Mexico as 
part of one of the proposed armed expeditions against the Central American 
governments. It follows: 


RECEIPTS FOR $500. 


I have received from Mr. Pedro de Peralta, as the representative of Maximo 
Rosales, the sum of $500 (five hundred pesos) Mexican money, for my services 
and for the shipping of arms from Mexico to Vera Cruz, as per contract signed 
under this date. 


R. pE La Rosa. 
VERA Cruz, July 13, 1916. 


The contract, translated, reads: 


CONTRACT. 
f ` 

I do solemnly contract with Mr. Pedro Grave de Peralta as the legal rep 
resentative of Gen. Maximo B. Rosales, chief of the active Liberal Party of 
Honduras, to get up 100 men, more or less, and 4 officers, giving them only 
30 carbines, 30.30, with 100 cartridges each, and 20 Mausers with 100 cartridges 
each, for the expedition that is proposed to start for Honduras, of which I 
shall be the lender under orders from Gen. Rosales. In the meantime there 
shall be deposited fer me $1500 (1,500 pesos) silver before I leave. 

R. pE LA Rosa. 

Witness: ; 
Tro, G. SEFA, 
J. A. GUZMAN. 


Carranza, aceording to Peralta’s statements, in addition to the $50,000 cash 
which he received from the Mexican Government through the Banco National 
de Mexico, the Mexiean Government arranged to send a fleet of five small beats 
to Quintana Roo to be used by the Central American revolutionists, 

At a later date there were shipped from Vera Cruz to Quintana Roo the 
arms, ammunition, and other war equipment which was to be supplied by 
the Mexican Government to Gen, Rosales and his revolutionary allies. This 
consisted of naval cannon, several peces of field artillery, shells for same, au 
between 2.500 and 3,000 rifles, and a large supply of bombs, Likewise in excess 
of 1,000,000 cartridges for these rifles were included. All of these were sent 
to Col. Carlos Vidal, Mexican military commander in Quintana Roo. The war 
equipment consisted also of a wireless outtit and a large quantity of hospital 
supplies, clothing, shoes, ete. 

An opportunity was afforded me at a later date te verify positively the 
fact that Carranza had supplied arms and ammunition to the revolutionists 
of Central America. The later reports showed that the supplies were a hun- 
dred times over the amount that could have been used by Carranza’s military 
forces in the territory at Quintana Roo. 

During June, July, and August, 1917, the Felixista Mexican revolutionary 
leaders, through one of their principal supporters, at that time in Guatemala, 
learned of this large consignment of war material in Quintana Roo and sub- 
mitted a plan to the Felixista headquarters junta at New York City for its 
approval. This scheme was for the Felixistas to outfit an expedition from 
Livingston, Guatemala, and via boat to attack and overpower the Carranza 
garrison in Quintana Roo and capture for their own movement this war outfit. 
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Before Peralta left Vera Cruz in 1916 he sent the following cablegram to 
Gen, Maximo B. Rosales, at 116 South Hagan Avenue, New Orleans, La.: 


JULY 20, 1916. 
Ramon Lara (Gen. Rosales code name): 
Send me immediately Perez (code name for Ramon Diaz) with money for 
the plantation, placing first money as formerly requested. 


Peralta, before leaving Vera Cruz, had sent Gen. Maximo B. Rosales a 
written report and had instructed him to send Ramon Diaz and Ladislas 
Santos, both parties Hondurans, immediately to Vera Cruz to act there as 
confidential agents of Rosales and Peralta. The following is part of the code 
oe by Peralta and Rosales for use of their confidential agents in Vera 
ruz: 


Code word. . Decode. 
Terminado- We can not get a boat for the voyage. 
Alberque---------—. I am sending you a boat for the voyage. 
Saludole- -2 == The war equipment bas left. 
Recuerdos- -Get your men ready. 
Recado- I am getting my men ready. 
Mandene____--- I have my men ready, 
Felisidudes______ The north coast of Honduras is watehed by American 


boats, be careful. 


Canado The Governor of Honduras has the ports prepared 
Tarde- 22 The commander of the port interposes difficulties. 
Diesen aSa I have 100 men ready. 

Viente I have 200 men ready. 

Trienta__..-- I have 300 men ready. 

Bien... They are waiting for us on the coast of Honduras. 
Siento L I have bad news from the coast. 

Dineero a. I am leaving with the expedition. 

Metioro 2.. I am leaving for the execution of the arranged plans, 
Aœptado I am ready and only waiting for the war equipment. 
Mezolado-_ | Where do you want to land? 

Novadade__ We are ready and shall leave soon. 
Mision... Invasion prepared. 

Cumplida-- | We have good lenders and good men, 
Titulos_...- We are organized at Payo Obispo. 
Wesculiana________ We lose out. 

ArtAS aaa We have Omoa (a town in Honduras). 
Mercaderlas________. We are marching on San Pedro. 

Salimostien__ | We received money from the boss, 

Malas Finacag______ We have a great deal of difficulty, 
Chivastoco_.__-____- We left for the attack. 


Cudiado- _All hands are ready. 
PE EE ee Rise over there and attack Tela. 


In the following code table, the figures behind initials indicate the date of 
an invasion, the month to be prearranged : 

“A, T; B, 8; C, 9; D, 10; E, 11; F. 12; G, 13; H. 14; I, 15; J, 16; K, 17; L, 18; 
LL, 19; M, 20; N, 21; N, 22; O, 23; P, 24; Q, 25; R, 26; S, 27; T, 28; U, 29; 
V, 30; W, 31; X, 1; Y, 2, and Z, 3.” l 

Another one of Gen. Rosules’s code names was “ Mike Smith.” One of Peralta’s 
code names was “ Otto Hawkins,” and my name in their code was “Andrew.” 

The following is a translated copy of cablegram sent by Peralta to his wife 
from Vera Cruz, Mexico, July 6, 1916: 


ADELA A. DE PERALTA, 
No. 8426 Canal Street. 
You are doing right. Punish me with your silence in exchange for my orgies. 
Without steamer, without anything, I shall leave airplanes. 
PEDRO. 


` 
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Peralta suiled from Vera Cruz on July 16, 1916, by steamer Dade. He 
arrived in Galveston, Tex., on July 20. He then received the following Western 
Union telegram from his wife: 

NEw ORLEANS, July 19, 1916. 
PEDRO GRAVE DE PERALTA, 
Steamship Dade, Quarantine, Galveston. 

I am sick. When will you arrive there? General asks me urgently for credit. 

We salute you. 


ADELA. 


The reference to the general means Rosales, who was asking Mrs. Peralta for 
information concerning funds received by Peralta from Mexican Government 
Officials. 

Peralta sent the following message in reply: 


STEAMSHIP “ DADE,” 


Via Galveston, Ter., July 20, 1916. 
ADELA PERALTA, 


No. 3420, New Orleans. 
Why are you sick, little one? Will be home Monday. Tell Rosales. 
PEDRO. 


On his way to New Orleans from Galveston, Peralta sent his wife this tele- 
gram: 
Houston, TEX., July 22. 
ADELA GRAVE DE PERALTA, 
No. 8426 Canal Street, New Orleans. 


I shall take coffee with you to-morrow. I embrace all of you, and kiss for 
me my little ones. 


PEDRO. 


Peralta arrived in New Orleans over the Southern Pacific Railroad from 
Houston on the morning of July 23. Before leaving Vera Cruz he had sent me 
word that he was returning to the United States via Habana and New York 
City, and that he would not be back in New Orleans until after September 1. 
Various telegrams passing between his wife and himself as mentioned herein- 
before and which reached me from a spy I had planted near Mrs. Peralta and 
who had the confidence of Mrs. Peralta, however, posted us thoroughly as te 
Peralta’s exact movements and he was very much astonished to see me when I 
cahħed at his home on the afternoon of July 23. 

At this time Rosales and Peralta, as shown hereinbefore, considered it ad- 
visable to keep entirely confidential their plans and negotiations with the 
Mexican Government. Peralta’s explanation to me on the afternoon of my call, 
regarding his Mexican visit, and with his usual veracity, was: 

“Arter TE left New Orleans I went to New York. A day or two after I arrived 
there I received a cable that my brother in Habana was dangerously ill. 
went there immediately. After I had been there a week I learned of an ex- 
cellent business opportunity in Mexico. So I went there.” 

Peralta at that moment had no idea that I was thoroughly familiar with all 
details regarding the real purpose of his visit to Mexico and of his compromises 
with the Mexican Government. Nor did he understand until several weeks 
later that I had verified all this through the Guatemalan spy, Mrs. Concho, 
who Estrada Cabrera had foisted on him in Vera Cruz. 

Giving Peralta enough rope to entangle himself, I, at this time and for 
several weeks thereafter, “ played ” with him while he remained in ignorance 
of my information concerning him and his secret deals with Mexico. 

On July 23, 1916, from New Orleans, Peralta telegraphed Gen. Rosales at 
San Francisco, translated as follows: 


MaxiMo B. ROSALES, 
No. 1528 Sutter Street, San Francisco: 
I just arrived and bring letters. I bring something very important. We 
salute you sincerely. « 
PEDEO. 


The “letters” referred to above were missives from President Carranza, 
Gen. A. Obregon, Candido Augilar, and other Mexican officials assuring Rosales 
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of their complete belief in his ability to launch and carry out Carranza’s plans 
for the overthrow of various Central American Governments. 

The “something” referred to by Peralta as “very important” was the 
money Which he had received from the Mexican Government for the Rosales 
movement. Peralta. as we learned later, also on July 23. 1916, wrote Rosales 
a full report of his negotiations with the Mexican Government. He also told 
Rosales it was most important that he come to New Orleans immediately. 

On July 24, 1916. Peralta telegraphed as follows: 


Maximo B. ROSALES, 
1528 Sutter Street, San Francisco: 


I send you certificate, Government credit, with documents that you asked 
Adela for. I shall write you. | 
PEDRO. 


On July 28. 1916, No. 1830, Western Union, Rosales sent following wire to 
Peralta at New Orleans: 


It will be difficult for me to leave with family two weeks earlier. I am 
waiting for the referred documents. 
M. B. Rosa.es. 


Gen. Rosales left San Francisco with his wife and two children on August 
14, 1916, arriving in New Orleans over the Southern Pacific Railroad at 6.55 
o'clock p. m., August 20. Peralta and myself met him at the depot and took 
him in a motor car to Peralta’s house at No. 3426 Canal Street, where he re- 
sided with his family for three or four weeks, later moving to a furnished 
house a block away, No. Hagan Avenue. 

Rosales, upon his arrival in New Orleans, showed Peralta correspondence he 
had had with other parties concerning their proposed revolutionary movements 
as exchanged with his supporters while Peralta was in Mexico. These letters 
included the following from Ramon Cardon, one of Rosales's principal and con- 
fidential lieutenants in Honduras, and dated May 14, 1916, from La Ceiba: 


ESTEEMED GENERAL: The trip of my friend, M. Mejia, of this city, affords me 
the great opportunity to write you. It is perhaps a matter of importance, but 
above all, I am sincere. 

After your personal well-being. which I fervently desire, my General, I come 
as a loyal friend of yours to lay the following before you: 

Since your absence from the country, your true friends and the writer, who 
have knowledge of the great saviour project, which would be initiated under 
your command, our attitude from that time was desperate and active, to the 
point that it became general and overflowed with sympathies, not on the part 
of the people only, but also by men of real importance all over this zone. 

Therefore, since you put foot on North American soil, we have awaited you 
One time or another, in order that the country—the country villified and sacri- 
ficed—might be redeemed and vindicated. Unfortunately, so passed the time, 
and that spontaneous and ardent will of the Honduran people hus not yet be- 
come realized, but, nevertheless, it is not exhausted; our active energies are 
with you without vacillation, without lies, and without egotism. 

General, despite the scant reserve on the part of some of your agents in such 
4 very delicate matter as the one in question, despite some misfortunes, your 
mere presence in whatsoever place on this coast might have been and would 

at the same time, cause for great rejoicing among your friends, and even 
the masses, without organization, would cooperate in the assured triumph of 
Our cause, . 

The Honduran people acclaim you. The people want men of integrity like 
Ane They discard at each step this unworthy pack of clowns and usurers of 

e State. 

General, to be Indifferent before the misfortunes of the country, to be indif- 
ferent before the petitions of the people also, in these moments of agony, is to 

ungrateful. And of this the minions, the despots of to-day, are capable, 
Meritorious men like you and those of great antecedents sacrifice everything 
for the country and for the race. It is sufficient to remember, General, that 
dissatisfaction has become general in the country, to the extent that the same 
chiefs who yesterday worked with the present Government are to-day its worst 
enemies, 

General. in order to carry out our serious mission, we need men of responsi- 
bility and influence, and you should remember among your devoted and active 
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partisans Gen. Teofilo Rosales, Col. Roman Diaz, Col. Lucas Acosta, Branlio 
Villaderes, Frederico Becerra, and other in this city. 

Gen. Luis Isanla de Trujillo. who a short time ago disappeared and is 
believed to be in Guatemala or Belize, Col. Manuel Matute and his brothers, 
who used to reside in Colorado, to-day they are in St. Pedro Lula, and Tela T. 
Rosales is his devoted partisan—of that we have proofs. If before this he was 
with Chico Mejra or with Bertrand, since last year, they have had a complete 
falling out, 

Instead of being favored he has been annoyed to the point that in September 
last they wanted to restrict him to Tegueigalpa. With him it is possible to 
have a direct understanding, because he is a man of prestige. Depinto, in the 
islands of Bahia, Frujillo, and Toro and his alliance with us will be of the 
greatest importance. He remains ready and awaits your orders. 

With the good communication which, you could establish on this road, every- 
thing would be arranged with full surety of success. You must know also and 
believe that the councry in general is going into bankruptey, in matter of 
finance as well as in everything else; that the chiefs of the governmental de- 
partments, as well as of the Government itself, are the true exploiters and 
nothing remains for the people: not even the right to the fight for life, since 
all the business iS monopolized by them. 

At present there is nothing new in La Ceiba; the brothers of the President, 
with his assistance, sprung something that is very rare among us, demanding of 
the city 20 blocks, bought by private individuals from their (brothers’) 
families, on the ground of defective tithes. Houses have been built on these 
lots and they are a part of the city. 

Why do they thus injure the public. and why should they lose their land 
and their improvements? AD this and other thities cause great dissatisfaction 
to reign. 

General, you must remember that on account of the happenings during the 
last elections, the outrages to certain persons and to the people in that they 
were treated as prisoners, and even now at this time I have two friends in 
trouble, who suffer continement with all its filthiness. It would be a long task 
to tell you to-day the series of happenings which pass, but there will come à 
time to do it. 

Permit me to tell you that a great many of your friends have disappeared 
from the country. No news from Tela—many went away. Lately the intelli- 
gence of the death of the brave Col. Soriano in Belize has been received with 
great sorrow—a person with a great future. 

For this renson those who accompanied you lie still in Belize, distracted and 
in great difficulties, They went to Gen. F. Rosales, asking him if he was ready 
to cooperate in this matter. While, without notice, he remained firm and serene 
when the time came, having respect for his oath. 

My General, in one word, I. as an uneonditional partisan, assure you that 
everything here is ready; more men than necessary, all in excellent: spirit 
which is indispensable. It is no more the money, but the materials of operation 
and your orders combined. 

The Government officers assure that a strict vigilance is kept for you and 
your agents, and that to-day orders for your arrest, upon stepping ashore in 
Honduras, have been issued. A short time ago Janire R. Fareios de Fega 
visited us and returned there on Wednesday of last week, and he told us that 
he was expecting that seon something would materialize, and that you would 
come, and that he, together with the rest of friends, would remain ready. 

My General, with these lines I conclude my letter, and, if it is convenient to 
you, answer, or if you wish fo communicate with Diaz and Rosales, send the 
Jetters with hearer, with direction to Ramon Cardon, Ree. a Dona Aua de Mejia. 
By this means there is full security and confidence, 

With kindest regards, I am, your friend, 


—_——e,”7 


Rosales also showed Peralta 2 copy of a letter written by him on May 15, 
1916, from San Francisco to Manuel Lobo, at that time one of his partisans in 
New York City, the translation of which follows: 


My Dear FRIEND: I have just received your highly esteemed letter of the 
10th instant, your silence having worried me for more than two weeks. I have 
been receiving correspondence from the friends of Honduras. who are in despair 
about the situation of the country, for there is an alarming division among the 
Government officers themselves, there being no confidence in anything. 
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There are difficulties which Bertrand has on every hand, the very bad 
economic situation, and no one wishes to give him a cent, the banks which 
let him have money and the Rossner firm having closed their accounts, and 
they have no money to pay the employees. 

They even have sold the steamer Barahona at New Orleans for $7,000, and of 
this they paid $4,000, which they owed for repairs, und it was under seizure 
because they had nothing to pay with. The boundary commission with Guate- 
mala escaped (barely missed firing shots at each other) and suspended their 
relations, 

Relations are strained with the Guatemalan Government. With Salvador 
they are bad also, owing to boundary affairs, a question having been raised 
recently. 

Mariano Vasquez, with the representative of this Government at a banquet at 
Tegucigalpa, received a terrible insult, and for this reason the representative 
returned to Salvador and the relations are strained. With Nacaragua also they 
have solved the boundary question, and the matter has reached such a stage 
that an escort, commanded by Bertrand, with a commander appointed for La 
Mesquitia, was shot at by the Nicaraguans, and thus the matter remained. 

It would take too long to enumerate to you the events; the coast is in a 
lamentable state; there is no sale for fruits; the railroad of the Government 
is almost suspended and has no work; only twice a week does a train run. The 
superintendent resigned twice, and they did not wish to accept the resignation. 
Luis Bergman (and) the greater part of the employees are discharged. 

Everybody is crying war, and the change of the Government, and they think 
of this only. Many people are leaving, At Belize there is already a large colony 
awaiting the moment, and for this and for other reasons it is of exceeding 
(importance) to lay the bases. 

The clipping vou sent me about the affairs at Guatemala; the press of this 
place also has published something about the matter; I think there is some- 
thing; but all these complications do not tend to favor our work, for which 
reason we must not lose time. 

Tmmediutely after Rosales arrived in New Orleans, the Rosales junta in that 
city became one of the most active revolutionary headquarters that ever has 
operated in the United States. The homes of Rosales and Peralta, only a block 
Separating them, were filled constantly with revolutionary leaders and sym- 
pathizers with their proposed movements in Nicaragua, Guatemala, and 
Honduras, 

Eujoving their confidence in every detail, I was in nightly conference, from 
early evening until morning hours, with the ringleaders of the plot and all 
their aids. In this manner the United States was enabled through me to keep 
thoroughly posted as to all their plans. 

They at this time perfected their spy and courier system by Which they sent 
and received through their “grapevine ” messengers complete information from 
their allies in Central America, Mexico, and British Honduras who were to 
Cooperate in these movements. 

Rosales and Peralta then adopted a time-honored plan among revolutionists 
whereby they endeavored to seduce officers of Central American Governments. 
These officers, dazzled by promises of enormous loot, were to desert their Gov- 
€rninents at a given time and join the ranks of Rosales and Peralta. 

Rosales and Peralta, personally and through their friends and supporters in 

onduras, made many such propositions to army officers in Honduras and 
Guatemala. One of the leading Honduran Army commanders was Gen, An- 
se Mendes Monteroso, at that time military governor and commander at La 

ea, 

This general was one of the most celebrated military leaders and revolutionists 
in Central America. He was not, however, at this moment particularly enthust{- 
astic regarding Rosales. The latter, therefore, decided to prevail on him through 
the Government of Mexico to participate in the Central American plans, 

Monteroso was born on September 2, 1869, at Guatemala City. When 16 he 
received a commission an an officer in the Guatemalan Army. Due to his 
political aspirations some 17 years ago he affiliated himself with the Guatemala 
Revolutionary Party and was one of the leaders of a revolutionary movement 
i N Nicaragua and Honduras against Estrada Cabrera, President of Guate- 

ala, 


A few years later Monteroso was said to have been a participant in another 
revolutionary movement against Guatemala. Both movements were defeated, 
and Monteroso changed his base of operations to Nicaragua and rose to the 
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rank of general in the army of that country. His principal military work in 
Nicaragua was as general and second in command of troops under Gen. Emili- 
ano Chamoro, who in 1910 succeeded in forcing Zalya, the military dictator, out 
of Nicaragua, and who as a political exile died recently in New York City. 

Monteroso then organized and led the troops which in 1911 started a revolu- 
tion from the Nicaraguan border against President Davilla of Honduras. This 
resulted in placing in power as President of Honduras Manuel Bonilla. From 
then on Gen. Monterosso was extremely active in Honduran military and po- 
litical affairs. He served as military governor and commander at Tegucigalpa, 
the capital of Honduras, and also as governor and military commander at various 
prominent garrisons in Honduras, such as La Ceiba and Puerto Cortez. 

The Mexican Government. Peralta and Rosales, in combination with various 
Guatemalan and Nicaraguan revolutionary leaders, decided that in so much 
as Monteroso had participated in movements against Guatemala and in other 
Central American countries, he therefore would add a great deal of strength 
to Carranza’s plans to procure control of Central America. Gen. Monteroso was 
approached openly with a proposition to participate in Carranza’s plans, being 
sounded out by one of Carranza’s personal representatives. The following 
signed statement by Gen. Monteroso confirms this claim: 

“ During the year 1916, President V. Carranza of Mexico, through a confiden- 
tial representative, made me the proposition mentioned hereinafter. At that 
time I was military governor and commandant for the Government of Hon- 
duras at La Ceiba. 

“The confidential agent of President V. Carranza of Mexico was Senor Gus- 
tave Solano, who at the time this proposition was made to me was at New 
Orleans, La. Knowing that I was acquainted with Alfredo Quinones, a na- 
tive of Salvador, Gustave Solano, who is now private secretary of Espinosa 
Mirelles, the governor of the Mexican State of Coahuila, therefore authorized 
Alfred Quinones to propose to me in writing, which he did, that I would receive 
a special commission from President Carranza as the official, directing head of 
a revolutionary movement which President Carranza wanted me to start in 
Honduras and operate out of that country against the Government of Guate- 
mala. 

“ Gustave Solano, by his credentials and otherwise, fully proved to Alfredo 
Quinones his complete authority to act for President Carranza in this matter. 
and Alfredo Quinones in turn proved to my entire satisfaction regarding the 
complete authority of Gustave Solano and himself to act in this matter. 

“I was assured by these representatives of President Carranza that the 
Government of Mexico would finance this revolutionary movement to any 
extent, no matter how high the expenses might run, and that the entire revo 
lutionary movement would be completely outfitted with all necessary arms, am- 
munition, artillery, machine guns, machetes, and all other war supplies, equip- 
ment, and any financial payment for my services I might designate. 

“Furthermore that President Carranza would supply me with two or more 
steamships which would be used in the revolutionary movement against the 
Guatemala coast, was agreed. This proposed revolutionary movement, so I 
was informed by Gustave Solano, through Alfredo Quinones, would include a 
large number of Mexican Army officers and soldiers. 

“I was also informed at that time by these representatives of President 
Carranza that this revolutionary movement was part of the complete plans of 
President V. Carranza, of Mexico, to overthrow, by a revolutionary movement 
on the part of Mexico, Estrada Cabrera, President of Guatemala, and was to 
be the opening movement on the part of Mexico to become the domineering 
power in all of the Central American countries. 

“T also at that time understood from these parties that the financial backing 
and total expenses of this proposed revolutionary movement against Guatemala, 
as offered to me through these parties, who were the confidential agents of 
President Carranza, was to be paid with money furnished for this purpose to 
President V. Carranza of Mexico by H. Von Eckhardt, the German Ambassador 
to Mexico City. 

“So that I would be able to secure the full plans of Mexico regarding this 
proposition, therefore, for a considerable time, I conducted negotiations regard- 
ing these matters with Gustave Solano through Alfredo Quinones, and after I 
had secured complete information regarding same, I then emphatically told 
these parties to inform President Carranza and everybody else implicated in 
this proposition that under no circumstances would I be a party to any such 
proposition, first on account of the fact that I was a native of Guatemala, aud 
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always had been and would be the loyal supporter of my native country, and 
hever, under any circumstances would I cooperate with Mexican forces against 
Guatemala, and in the second place, insomuch as I was a strong admirer and 
personal friend of President Cabrera of Guatemala, that for no amount of 
Money or promise of future political reward or power, such as was promised 
me to handle this revolutionary matter, would I ever be connected with any 
revolutionary plans against him. Furthermore, even if I were against Mr. 
Cabrera, I would never have anything to do with a proposition that was or 
would be financed or supported by Germany or any German interest. 

“On account of the rumors which seem to be well established regarding the 
fact that the Government of Mexico is now said to be financing and cooperating 
with a revolutionary movement against the Government of Guatemala, which 
is to be started in the near future out of the Mexican States of Chiapas and 
Tabasco, I have further reasons. 

“Believing now is the time to inform fully President Estrada Cabrera re- 
garding these matters, therefore I have made this written statement as to the 
facts mentioned herein and same hus been signed by me-at New Orleans, La., 
on this 8th day of September, 1919. 

“ (Signed) ANT. M. MONTEROSO.” 


Carranza, Rosales, and Peralta, in making the above-mentioned proposition 
through Carranza’s personal representative to Monteroso, made one of the most 
serious mistakes regarding their Central American plans. For, unknown to 
them, Monteroso had made his peace with Estrada Cabrera, of Guatemala, and 
at that moment was a strong ally of the latter. 

Through Monteroso the Governments of Honduras and Guatemala, in addi- 
tion to information they had already regarding Mexico’s intrigues and that of 
Peralta and Rosales, procured many additional facts bearing on these schemes. 

The United States Government at this time was informed in my -reports re- 
garding the presence of Gustave Solano in New Orleans and his activities in 
connection with the Rosales junta. I also knew of Carranza’s plans to seduce 
away from their Governments the principal officers in the Honduran and 
Guatemalan Armies. But at that time it was deemed inadvisable to flush the 
game and secure possession of documentary evidence involving these parties. 

On or about August 16, 1919, via Vaccaro Bros. steamship Ceiba, Gen. Monte- 
reso arrived in New Orleans to engage medical attention for old wounds, . re- 
celved by him in 20 years of revolutionary action. While there he resided at 
the residence of Miss Clotilde Martinez, No. 1230 Joseph Street. 

Through mutual friends I met Gen. Monterosa. and after becoming friendly 
with him brought up the subject of Carranza’s plans during 1916 and 1917 to 
overthrow Central American Governments. I told him that I was thoroughly 
familiar with Carranza’s offers to him to participate in this plot. 

Gen. Monteroso very frankly admitted the entire matter and related to me 
the facts mentioned in his statement. I then told him I wanted to bring this 
matter to the attention of a strong friend connected with the United States 
Government, and asked him if he would reduce his verbal statement to writing 
and sign same. He agreed to do this. 

So here could be no doubt regarding Gen. Monteroso’s statement, I had one 
of his closest personal and political supporters in New Orleans, Rafael H. Valle, 
certify to the statement, and Valle also signed same, as the reproduced copy 
shows. Valle is now secretary at Washington of what is known as the Border 
Dispute Commission of Honduras. 

Peralta and Rosales, in connection with their junta work at New Orleans, 

gan to arrange speedily the various armed expeditions, one of which was to 
leave New Orleans, another from near Belize, British Honduras, and a third 
from Payo Obispo, in the Mexican Territory of Quintana Roo. At this time 
their plans were switched, whereby, with arms, ammunition, boats, and other 
Supplies of war, purchased in the United States with Mexican and German 
money, they would attack the Honduran ports of Puerto Cortez, Puerto Barrios, 
and La Ceiba. And while they were carrying on operations and bombarding 
from water, their friends in the various towns and circumjacent to them were 
to uprise and attack by land. ; 

After these three ports were in possession of the Rosales revolutionists their 

ends and supporters in many other towns throughout the entire country were 
to rise against the Government. They stated that it would then be a question 
of only three or four weeks before the capital would be in their possession and 
that Rosales would then be revolutionary acting president of Honduras. 


136920—20—pr 20—13 


3080 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


The Honduran Congress would be immediately convened, and Rosales, backed 
by his revolutionary army, would be in a position to domineer the actions of the 
legislative body and Congress would immediately proclaim Rosales the legal 
active president pending an election. The election, due to Rosales’s military 
power, would, of course, as they said, automatically place him to succeed him- 
self. Their plans, as soon as Rosales became revolutionary president, contem- 
plated additional arms, ammunition, supplies, and other sinews purchased in 
the United States with Mexican and German money supplied Rosales, and which 
he could have had shipped from the United States if he had been in charge of 
Honduras. 

Additional quantities of arms, ammunition, and boats, the latter fitted out 
With rapid-fire guns, were to be supplied in large consignments from Mexico, 
They were to be concentrated in the Honduran ports on the Atlantic Ocean and 
at Amapala on the Pacific. Rosales, then in Honduras, proposed to raise, arm, 
and equip an army of 25,600 men and, at a given time, this army from Hon- 
duras was to invade, from Tlonduras, Guatemala and Nicaragua. 

The boats supplied by Mexico were then to attack the Guatemalan ports of 
Puerto Barrios and Livingston on the Atlantie, and San Jose on the Pacifie: 
likewise the Nicaraguan ports of Bluefields on the Atlantic, and Leon and 
Managua on the Pacific. 

While Guatemala was being assailed on the Atlantic and Pacific coasts hy 
boats supplied by Mexico and under control of Rosales and his Central American 
leaders, and invaded by from ten to fifteen thousand Honduran troops, officered 
for the great part by Mexicans, Carranza was to attack Guatemala from the 
south with an army of between six and ten thousand Mexican troops, which 
were to operate out of the Mexican State of Chiapas, 

The Guatemalan revolutionary junta in Mexico was at this time arming and 
equipping a revolutionary group in that part of Guatemala which is Known as 
the Peten, under the command of Dr. Eusebio Toledo Lopez, whose seconds in 
command were Gen. Carter and Prado Romana. 

Among the most active of the Guatemalan revolutionary junta in Mexico then 
was Gen. Jose Leon Castillo, who had been provided with funds by Villavicentio, 
Mexican consul general at New Orleans, and who had been sent by Villavicentio 
to Mexico. 

Gen. Juan Ignacio Toledo, Gen. Luis FE. Obregon, GVen. Jose G. Salazar, Gen. 
Isidoro Valdez, Dr. Jose Llerena, Max Tejeda Jose Prado Romana, Dr. Jorge 
CGuzeman, the party Peralta appointed as his private secretary when in Mexico 
City, and who is well remembered in New Orleans as the person who wrote & 
book at the request of Villavicentio which was the most extreme attack on the 
United Stites and on President Wilson ever written or prepared, and Dr. Felipe 
Obregon, who were among the principal members of the Guatemalan revolution: 
ary group Which planned and perfected the movement out of Chiapas and whieh 
was to be earried through by the troops of Mexico. 

Dr. Felipe Obregon was the active head of the Guatemalan junta in Mexico. 
and his first assistant was Lic Francisco E. Toledo, Their headquarters were 
at No. 3 de Guerrero, No. 64 Bis, Mexico D. F. 

Dr. Guzeman, included in the above list, it will be recalled, was appointed 
private secretary to Peralta when the latter made his visit to Mexico to confer 
with Carranza and others concerning the Central American movement. Dr. 
Guzeman also attained notoriety in New Orleans as the author ef a book, 
written at the request of Villuvicentio, and which was regarded as the most 
extreme attack on the United States, and on President Wilson, ever written or 
prepared by a Latin American. I contrived to gain proof sheets of this book 
and submitted them to the Department of Justice, on the receipt of whieh the 
State Department warned Villavicentio to refrain from circulating the work. 

At the time Mexico, through Rosales, Peralta, and their associates, planned 
to invade and overrun Guatemala, from Honduras, with an army of 10,000 
men, Rosales, with Nicaragua revolutionists, was to invade Nicaragua. 
Simultaneous with this invasion, the Nicaraguan ports on the Atlantic and 
Pacific were to be attacked and out of Costa Rico an expedition under the per- 
sonal command of Dr. Julian Trias was to invade Nicaragua inland. 

These revolutionary plans, involving Central America, were scheduled to 
take detinite shape and the three proposed expeditions were to begin to function 
during the latter part of September, 1916. The Honduran Government, how- 
ever, about this time, officially, through their minister at Washington, com- 
plained to the State Department regarding the revolutionary activities of 
Rosales, Peralta, and their associates. It was claimed that the State Depart- 
ment assured the Government of Honduras that if any of these revolutionary 
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expeditions landed in Honduras that United States marines would be landed 
at once and would block completely the efforts of the revolutionists. 

Rosales and Peralta, so they claimed, were told by their legal advisor in 
Washington that even if they were successful in landing their expeditions in 
Honduras, and before they had time to secure control of that country, their 
plans would be interferred with by the landing of American marines. They 
also averred at this time that other advisors, including prominent business 
men in New York City, and elsewhere in the United States, and who were not 
familiar With Rosales’s Mexican connections, informed them that it would be 
best that they hold up their movement, pending the outcome of the presidential 
election in the United States in November of that year. 

Rosales and Peralta, believing that the Republican Party would be victorious, 
and that if they did the probabilities were that a Republican President would 
immediately formulate a strong Mexican policy, resulting in the downfall of 
Carranza, and if this indeed did happen and it was shown that Rosales lad 
become revolutionary President of Honduras, through the efforts of Carranza, 
and that in turn Rosales, for Carranza, Whether successful or not, had en- 
deavered to overthrow the legal Governments of Nicaragua and Guatemala, the 
Republican President. on his inauguration, would bring about the downfall of 
Rosales, together with that of Carranza. 

They therefore decided to postpone all their revolutionary plans until after 
the presidential election in the United States. 

As customary with such revolutionists they then began “playing both ends 
Against the middle” and posed as political exiles, holding that they had been 
Persecuted and evicted from their native Country, and set up claims that 
Bertrand had been elected iNegally as President of Honduras. The new plan 
inched spreading of propoganda against the Presidents of Honduras, Nica- 
Ma, and Guatemala. 

The propaganda included efforts on their part to prepare an alibi which 
Would give them reason to explain at a later date to the United States Govern- 
ment the necessity for the Rosales revolutionary movement in Honduras. This 
embraced the following letter from Rosales to the United States Department 
of State: 

WASHINGTON, D. C., December 26, 1916. 
Hon. Rosert LANSING, 
Secretary of State. 

My Dear Mr, SecrerarY: AS a representative of a majority of the citizens of 
Honduras, I desire to call your attention to the folowing statement of facts 
and conditions as they now exist in Honduras. 

AS you have no doubt been informed, Dr. Francisco Bertrand has recently 
been elected President of Honduras and takes office February 1, and it is this 
alleged election that I desire to eall to your attention. The majority of the 
oe of Honduras are adverse to his taking office for the reasons hereinafter 
atel, 

The election is iNegal under the constitution, which specifically provided in 
article 104: 

“A citizen who has held the presidency can not be reelected nor elected vice 
President for the term immediately following, neither can his blood relatives 
four times removed or two times removed by marriage be elected president or 
Vice president,” 

This exclusion could not be expressed in more positive terms. It not only 
refers to a citizen who has held the presidency but includes any blood relatives 
or relatives by marriage as specifically expressed. Article 105 of the constitu- 
tion states: 

“No citizen who may have held the office of president of the country within 
e last six months of his constitutional term of office, nor any relative referred 
to in the previous article. shall be eligible for reelection to this office.” 

his provision is likewise forcibly expressed. 

Article 106 of the constitution states: 

In case of the permanent absence of the President of the Republic, the 
ftecutive power shall fall upon the vice president, and in case of the absence of 
the vice president the oflice shall go to the designates in the order of their 
appointments.”” 

It is by virtue of article 106 that Mr. Bertrand is seeking the color of right 
for his election, 

Six months prior to the election he took what might be termed a furlough 
Tom office, but did not, in fact. relinquish the office of president, remaining the 
entire time in the executive mansion and availing himself of all the privileges 
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of this high office, even as to the guard of honor, thereby seeking to evade, as 
far as possible, the purpose and meaning of this section. 

During this entire period he carried on a very extensive and vigorous can- 
paign for reelection, going so far as to suppress any and all newspapers which 
dared disavow his right to reelection, positively forbidding free speech, and 
jncarcerating many of the leading citizens of Honduras who dared express 
themselves in any way adversely to his desires. Officers of the army were 
dismissed and no one, whether civil or military, was allowed to do anything 
that would in any way affect his plans. 

This dictatorship has brought about a dreadful feeling of unrest in all 
classes. The people of Honduras are proud and jealous of their constitution, 
it having been attained after a series of revolutions that cost thousands of 
lives and millions of dollars, and they do not feel that at this time it should 
be in this manner trampled under foot. They therefore are appealing to you 
to use your good offices to bring about a peaceful solution of this problem that 
threatens to deluge them again in civil war and wreck what is now a peace 
loving and prosperous country, 

This is not a political matter nor simply one of party, but a nation-wide 
movement for the protection of their rights, and I am inclosing herewith opin- 
ions as to the unconstitutionality of this election from men whose friendship 
toward the United States is unchallenged. They are as follows: 

Dr. Jose Maria Ochoa, Velasquez, ex-minister of RR. EE; Dr. Jesu Bendana, 
ex-subsecretury of RR. EE; Dr. Frederico Ucles, ex-magistrate of the Supreme 
Court of Justice; Dr. Felipe Calix, ex-magistrate of the Supreme Court of Jus- 
tice; Dr. Jesus M. Alvarado, ex-mugistrate of the Supreme Court of Justice; 
Dr. Salvador Aguirre, ex-magistrate of the Supreme Court of Justice; Lic. 
Guillermo Rivera, ex-magistrate of the first court; Lic. J. Jesus Alvarado, ex- 

attorney general of the first court; Lic. Jose Maria Sandoval, ex-judge of the 
civil and professor of administrative justice; Lic, Federico Canalee. ex-subsec- 
retary of the ministry of justice and judge; Lic. Cristobal Canales, ex- 
administrator of taxes; Dr. Isadero Martinez S., ex-deputy of the National 
Congress; Dr. Pauline Valladares, ex-deputy of the National Congress; Dr. 
Teodoro Boquin, ex-judge; Dr. Prudencio Martinez and Dr. Pedro Amaya. 

The citizens of Honduras most naturally look to the United States for the 
protection of their rights. President Wilson has many times’ expressed pub- 
lically his desire to maintain peace in these Central and South American 
Republics, and he quite recently in a public address stated that the United 
States would recognize only legally constituted governments, and we have been 
inspired by his attitude to present this matter in the hope that the United 
States will take some action to prevent this very apparent injustice and direct 
violation of our constitution, 

I think that from a perusal of the above you can not help but be of the 
opinion that if a President should be able to take a furlough for six months 
preceding an election that the tenure of oftice could be continued indefinitely 
to the utter disregard of the constitution, and defeating not only the letter but 
the intent of this provision, which is sufticiently plain to show that it was the 
slesire of the framers thereof to prevent a man succeeding himself in this high 
office. 

I shall be most happy at any time that you may find it convenient to call 
on you and go into this matter in detail and furnish you with overwhelming 
proofs of the merit of our claim. 

I am represented in Washington by John Doyle Carmody, Esq., attorney and 
counselor at law, who will in my behalf receive any communication that you 
desire to transmit. 

I am, sir, with consideration of the highest respect, 

Your obedient servant, M. B. ROSALES. 


At this time the Guatemalan section of the Rosales junta from New Orleans 
and from Mexico City began circulating large quantities in the United States 
of Guatemalan revolutionary propaganda, of which the following, both 
English and Spanish, is typical: 


“ HORRIBLE SITUATION IN GUATEMALA—VICTIMS OF 1TS PRESIDENT. 
“The rumors reaching us from every corner of Central America, in a man- 


ner clearly denoting a lamentable protestation, assure us of the fact that the 
mandatory of the unfortunate Republic of Guatemala, Manuel Estrada Cabrera, 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 3083 


is hastily making ready to effect his fourth reelection to the magistracy of 
that country, and, laboring under such impressions, the reader enn easily 
imagine the pseudopantomime or dumb show which awaits a helpless people, 
who, indeed, deserve better days, by forcing to the ballot box disguised, desti- 
tute Indians and armed soldiers of the nation and the gentle citizens, who will 
no doubt go to the polls * voluntarily.’ under the pressure of the lash and the 
threatening point of the bayonet. 

“By the time the coup d'état begins to take the form of reality, we shall 
have our pens in Hine, ready to strike at this fallacious election, and in the 
meantime we shall take pleasure in giving full account in the extensive English 
language of the ignominious and celebrated personage who actually occupies 
our minds, so that here in the United States proper the people may arrive at 
their own conclusion, no matter how remote, of the caliber and instinet of the 
ruler of Guatemala. 

“As the reader turns over these pages he shall read of the ‘ victims of 
Estrada Cabrera,’ accusing vehemently the horrible situation of Guatemala and 
the painful via crucis the country has been going through for a period of 17 
years of sempiternal terrorism. 

“Tt is a well-known fact that Estrada Cabrera has extinguished uwnserupu- 
lously and entirely ruined our foreign credit. He has in. the same way emptied 
the public treasury by transferring the cash to places of his own selection; he 
has brought the standard of the nation to so low an exchange as 60 to 1. and 
has converted our institutions of learning into regular centers of corruption 
and espionage. 

“He has granted to foreigners the mines of the country under all sorts 
of concessions, regardless of the intrinsic rights of third persons. However, 
he has, in turn, presented us with his generous instinct in the persons of the 
Widows and orphans, who weep sadly for the surreptitious disappearance of 
their beloved ones, and, as a culmination of his heroic achievements. he has 
erected] the numerous necropoli for the interment of his defenseless victims, 

“It is also a plain truth that he has brought his hegomony and state of ter- 
ror to bear upon the neighboring Republics of Central America. trampling upon 
their last remaining vestiges of independence and liberty. He has to-day an 
army composed of his degenerated followers, who know no pay day, it being 
# matter of regret to notice how foreign vistors are shocked on seeing them 
Shoeless, hungry, and ragged. exchanging their swords for nourishment. and 
at the same time hiding with shame their worn-out uniforms, 

“He has substituted the legislative and the judicial bodies with herds of 
eunochs, who enjoy themselves in depriving their fellow-beings of their honest 
belongings, disguised, for the purpose, under the dignified purple of the Goddess 
af Themis: and the fact shall not escape us that instead of making use of the 
invulnerable sons of the land for honorable purposes and the aggrandisement 
of the country, Cabrera employs the unworthy service of degenerated foreigners 
in onler to obtain his ends, and it is a salient truth, that by means of servile 
Promises made to the Department of State at Washington in former adminis- 
(rations (for. it shall be known that Mr. Wilson—the altruist master—has never 
and will never utilize the corrupted element of Cabrera) he succeeded in shaking 
his bloody hand with that of Mr, Knox, thus silencing, in effusive pact, the dis- 
order of things and state of terror, in which for a period of 17 years of agony 
he has kept the Republic of Guatemala a fruitful accomplishment which jus- 
ties the flatterers-by-trade in calling him the ‘ sublimer exalted ruler? when 
wot Classifving him as the direct descendant of Charles V. 

“It is likewise an incontrovertible fact. the truthfulness of which jumps to 

the eve, that the exeerable candidate in question eaves behind neither indus- 
tries, monuments, publie roads, navy or wealth, but in turn he leaves us a 
Guatemala wrapped in a regrettable sudarium. 
_ “In order that the reader may not think we are laboring under a passionate 
Mspiration in expressing these opinions. we refer him to any of the publications 
Inserted below, which have been seeing the publie light in various languages 
and throughout the civilized world. and from the columns of which they have 
Commented, with impartiality, the countless errors and aberrations of his ad- 
ministration. and very particularly the crimes thus far perpetrated on the 
persons of subjects who dared express opinions contrary to those of the ‘ Bene- 
merito’ of Guatemala. or else who refused to accede to his will when the 
same would have compromised their dignity and probity. 

“The consummated facts herein referred to have been, as already stated, 
thoroughly ventilated, reproduced, and rudely censored by the press in gen- 


3084 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


eral, and it is on this account the thousand-and-one publications we have now 
in our possession, and which we will make use of when the day of judgment 
for Cabrera before the civilized nations shall appear in the eye of universal 
history. 

“These publications have been mostly written in French and Spanish and 
are hardly known in English, for which reason we have concluded to issue this 
pamphlet in this language, so that the generous and noble people of the United 
States of America, where the cradle of democracy swings full blast. where liberty 
rings over hill and dale to the remotest corner of the land. where justice and 
human life is so much respected and venerated: here, where the germ of 
despotism finds only sterile ground for development, and where the culprit is 
abhorred and duly punished—may know who is the tyrant of Guatemala, who 
still pretends to reelect himself for six years longer to the presidency of that 
country, 

“This crime horrified everybody, but could not be averted, notwithstanding 
all the efforts made to save hin by the strong and powerful German colony in 
Coban. The notorious Juan Barrios M., together with Julio Godoy, Samuel 
de Leon, and Juan Rafael Zu Niga, were Cabrera’s appointed executioners, 
In order to make himself more favorably known to the chief executioner, the 
latter of the trio of murderers kicked the dead man in the face, calling him 
alt ihe bad names that only a man of his breed could know. 

* Several persons witnessed this, among them Mr. Jose Maria Meza, of 
Nicaragua, who is living in his country now, after having been a prisoner for 
a long time in Guatemala. His crime was that he witnessed this murder, 
and that was enough for Cabrera to put him in prison. A friend of his, Mr. 
William Ibs, the foreign representative of the St. Charles Hotel, in New 
Orleans, who was at the time of the imprisonment and the murder of Mr. 
Sta. Cruz. employed in one of the large German firms at Coban, also testifies 
to the truth of what we have said about this foul murder of Sta. Cruz. The 
notorious Juan Barrios M. was made minister of foreign affairs as a reward 
for his part in this crime. 

~ BEx-Congressinan Jose Maria Urbizo, shot near El Chato, where he was 
sent by Cabrera with a military escort under Capt. Dionisio Gutierrez, who 
made Urbizo walk 12 miles barefooted over a rocky road, helping him along 
with the bayonet and butt, until they arrived at the spot selected for the execu- 
tion. where the half-dead, blood-covered victiin was finally shot to death. 

“Then the soldiers tied the hands and feet of the corpse over a post and 
threw it info a nearby ravine to serve as a meal for the jackals and turkey 
buzzards, Miguel Cuadra, of Nicaragua, just happened to pass near the spot 
at the time of the execution, and, attracted by the rifle shots, he witnessed the 
whole grewsome performance. 

“The mayor of El Chato, who heard of this murder, and who thought it the 
outcome of a drunken brawl, reported the matter to Cabrera; but the mandatory 
told the astonished mayor: 

“e If you don't dismiss the matter quickly from your mind, you will go over 
the same road that Urbizo did.’ 

“Mhe crime of this unfortunate voung man had consisted of some compli- 
mentary verses about Jose Leon Castillo, 

“Gen. Jose Maria Reyna Barrios, murdered by Oscar Zollinger at the sug- 
gestion of Cabrera, as the worldly press has denounced. 

“Dr. Manuel Jenrique Araujo, President of El Salvador, killed by means of 
machetes in the Park Bolivar, in the city of San Salvador. The murderers cot- 
fessed and were shot by the Government of Salvador. 

edien. Manuel Lisandro Barillas, ex-President of Guatemala, and selected 
for this purpose by two well-known military men, Gen. Jose Maria Lima and 
Col Onofre Bone. After having confessed all they were told to do by Cabrera 
the Mexican Government had these two fellows shot. 

“One hundred boy students of the Military School of Guatemala, who were 
slaughtered on the Plaza de Armas of Guatemala City for the only reason 
that during a diplomatie reception one of the boys fired a shot at Cabrera, 
whom he unfortunately did not kill. 

“Under the pretext of this one shot, that he called a conspiracy, Cabrera 
had them and a lot of his political prisoners shot, whom he suspected to be in 
the plot with Manuel Mandrinan, who placed the bomb in the 7 Avenida Sur, 
and which exploded right under Cabrera’s coach, but unfortunately did not kill 


him. 
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“The iron box that was a part of this bomb was made for Mandrinan in 
the shop of Tinetti Bros., two Italians, who did not even ask him what he 
wanted his box for. Nevertheless, they were imprisoned, and it took the 
Italian Government 14 months to get them out of -Cuabrera’s jail. The names 
of the people shot in prison during this carnage of Cabrera’s are: 

“Engineer Eduardo Rubio Pilona, candidate for the Presidency of Guate- 
mala; Dr. and Gral. Mateo; F. Morales; Dr. Francisco Ruiz; Mr. Juan Viteri; 
Col. Manuel P. Cordova; and Fulgencio Cortez; and the Italian Signor Vinelli. 

“In the city of Antigua there were executed: Enrique Acena, Col, Sarve- 
lio Solorzano, Pedro Cotino, Rafael Vides, Ramon Palencia, and others whose 
hames we ignore. 

“During those days four of the sons of the best families of the country were 
suspected as accomplices in the bomb plot, and under persecution of a lot of 
policemen they fled into a house in the Callejon de Judios. Here thev were 
surrounded immediately by 500 soldiers and, after having received their toll, 
they shot each other to death in order not to fall into the hands of Cabrera, 
Where unspeakable tortures awnited them, as they knew only too well. 

“A few days before this murder Mr. Manuel Lopez Cojulun, president of the 
Workmen’s Club, was flogged to death by the captain of police, Ramon Bo- 
nilla, who some years before had murdered Gen, Martin Barrundia. Cabrera, 
by a special arrangement, li tened to the killing of Mr. CojuNun over the tele- 
Phone without losing a single detail of this terrible murder; for Cabrera had 
given his murderer most explicit orders to open Cojullun’s mouth and to ad- 
minister poison to him. 

“When Cojullun objected to this, Cabrera’s beart took his heavy police club 
and started to beat the man Hterally to death. First he broke all the man's 
teeth, then his arms, legs, and ribs, until the unfortunate man was nothing 
but a groaning mass of bloody fle h and broken bones, and—the President of 
Guatemala, Manuel Cabrera, the henemerito of the country—listened to this 
and enjoyed, as the pervert that he is. 

“Gen. Plutarco Bowen, kidnaped in Tapachula, Mexico, by Hippolito Lam- 
ber, a Frenchman, and some other of Cabrera’ bailiffs. and brought on Gua- 
femalan soil, where he was shot in the city of San Marcos after the second 
amnesty had been declared. When about to be executed Bowen made a few 
brief remarks, ending like this: 

“Iam going to my grave now because I hate a tyrant; and if on the other 
side of the grave there are also tyrants I shall fight them again as I have 
done here on earth.’ 

“Gen. Culizto Mendizabal was murdered by Cabrera himself. After he had 
heen offered a glass of Cabrera's famous * cocktail’ he died from the effects of 
the poison contained in his drink. 

“Mr. Rafael Prado Romano and his brother, Ldo Transito Rojas, shot in 
Jutiapa, together with his 15-year-old boy. This murder of a father and of 
his innocent boy was an awful sad thing. The father is said to have pleaded 
emestly and Jong with Cabrera’s murderers to content themselves with taking 
his life, but to spare that of an innocent child, who could not possibly have 
known anything about polities. He pleaded in vain, and he might as well 
have addressed stone figures as to expect uny mercy from any of Cabrera's 
hirelings, 

“When at last this horrible fact dawned on the unfortunate father, he 
embraced his boy, imploring him to die a brave lad, and, calling down the ire of 
God upon his murderers. the father and son fell dead under the hail of bul- 
lets tired at them by Cabrera’s murderers, Cabrera was told this sad story, 
and he is said to have gloated over it for weeks in brutish satisfaction. And 
pom is to-day a friend of Mr. Knox and the famous Mr. Sulzer, of New 
ork, 

“Ldo Mariano Castillo, Luis Antonio Giron, Gen, Eugenio Monterosso, Col, 
"insito Retana, murdered on the frontier of Salvador: Francisco Carras- 
ĉosa, shot at El Plantanar by Gen. Larrave, who showed his sorrow for having 

nN ordered to shoot this brave young lad, who defied the tyrant until hig 
death, by cursing the tyranny for this wherever he went. 

“Antonio Lopez, who was poisoned by orders of Cabrera in Tapachula, 
lexico, 

“Bruno Maldonado, who was taken from the prison and given instructions 
by Cabrera to murder ex-President Barillas; but Maldonado warned Barillag 
of this plot and gave him a chance to flee. He then returned to Cabrera with 
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the story that*Barillas had escaped him. Cabrera had him immediately flogged 
to death, as he has done with many others that did not follow his instructions 
to the letter. 

“Dr. Hermelino Quezada, a Mexican, shot in Coatepeque; Heraclio R. 
Trejo, shot in San Marcos; Victor Fenjier, shot in El Rodeo; Adrian Victoria, 
shot in Techulutan; Alberto Lallande, Gaudencia Morales, murdered in El 
Rancho de San Augustin; Doroteo Reyes, murdered in San Pablo; Guade 
loupe Chacon, murdered in San Marcos; Martin Munoz, shot in Ayutla; Guil- 
lermo Garcia, shot in El Cucho; Luis Felipe Arias, a famous musician, mur- 
dered by an Italian agent of Cabrera. 

“In Mazatenungo, Cabrera had the commanding officer, and with him seven 
men, shot for rebellion and sedition; Neftali Palomeque, a Mexican, shot by 
Cabrera’s order because he protected Guatemalan refugees on Mexican soil; 
Manuel Diaz, for having distributed some pamphlets during the presidential 
elections favoring J. Leon Castillo. 

“ Bernardo Lemus, from Salvador; Preshitero Beltran, shot in the church of 
San Francisco by a certain Mendoza inspector of police, who later on confessed 
this crime during an operation and while under the influence of choloroform; 
Jaime Lopez, from Salvador, shot in San Marcos; Ernesto Huerta, shot in Sta 
Rosa by Col. Silverio Herrarte: five Mexicans and one Colombian with the name 
of Vallarino, shot in the port of San Jose by the captain of the port. Salvador 
Cabrera, Who had the bodies cast into the sea, with the exception of Vallarino, 
whom they did not see on account of the dark night, and who was still alive 
and was able to hide under the wharf. 

“ Villarino made this crime public and died in the penitentiary; Primencio 
Aguirre, shot in El Chaguite de Agua Blanca by Capt. Cleofas Paredew; Luis - 
Espino, shot in the Sta Catarina by Capt. Benjamin Martinez; Lieut. Carlos 
Garcia, shot in Jutiapa; Adolfo Garcia, shot in the Sta Catarina by Capt. 
Mercedes Aldana: Col. Tiburcio Resinos, killed by orders of the captain of 
Jutiapa. through a criminal with the name of Saturnio Orellana, in Salvador; 
Saturnino was pardoned for nine murders that he had committed and also made 
a sergeant on the police force of Jutiapa. 

“Celso Martinez and his brother Francisco, shot near Lake Ayarza after 
having received about 1,500 lashes each for several weeks; Aquilino Sandoval, 
shot by Pauline Quintana through orders of Gen. Resonos, of Jutiapa; Jesus 
Argueta, shot by orders of Gen. David Barrientos in Jalapa; Francisco Guzman 
Montenegro, shot by Col Ramon Ludero, commander in Monjas; Fernando 
Chinchilla, shot by Ezequiel Morales in Calderas de Agua Blanca through orders 
of the commander of Jutiapa. 

“Alberto Cantoral, who was given up by the Government of Salvador and 
then murdered in Jutiapa by Capt. Marcial Letva; Felipe Telly, shot at the 
frontier of Salvador when he was handed over to Cabrera’s soldiers; 18 men 
shot at Momotenango; Dr. Joaquin Yela, a very important man, killed in the 
penitentiary : and, lately, Ldo D. Manuel Paz starved to death. 


“ POISONED. 


“Gen. Calizto Mendizabal, Felipe Cruz, poisoned on his plantation by two men 
sent from the city of Guatemala; Gen. Luis Garcial Leon, Dr. Jose Montoya, 
Dr. Antonio Lopez, Col. Roque Morales, Wenceslao Chacon, Juan Espino, and 
Antonio Espino, poisoned on the same day by Gen. Doroteo Rosinos in the jail 
at Jutiapa, and then reported by him as having died suddenly; Francisco 
Cabrera, the President’s own brother; Landetino Gonzales, and others. 


“ PERSECUTED AND MURDERED ABROAD. 


“Gen. Pedro Aguilar, Col. Mateo Paz Pinto, Capt. Jacinto J. Castro, Eugenio 
Gonzalez, Flavio Sandoval, Mrs, Elena de Cuellar, Mrs. Soledad Valladares. and 
Col. Manuel F. Rivera. AN these are Cabrera’s victims in Salvador. 

“Capt. Julian Belteton, Gen. Jose Najera, Col, Jose Maria Navas, Lieut 
Julio Molta. Felix Lainfiesta, Capt. Jesus Villeda. All these were Cabrera's 
victims in Honduras, ; 

«Las, Emilie de Leon, Laureano Urrutia, J. Maria Urrutia y Guzman, VIC 
tims of Cabrera in Mexico; Ldo Miguel Vacladares de la Vega, in Nicaragua. 

“Lads. J. F. Gonzales, Juan F. Ponciano. Mardoqueo Jerez. Socorro Lopez, 
Capt. J. Cifuentes. All these were Cabrera's victims in Nicaragua. 

“ Jose B. Samoyoa, in New York. 
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“Dr. Jorge Veles, in the Argentine Republic. Dr. Patrocinio B. Mendia, in 
Comitan, Mexico. 

“Manuel Cabrera, President of Guatemala, has always a good supply of 
murderers on hand that he uses in those special occasions, when it becomes nec- 
esairy In his opinion to do away with somebody dangerous to himself, and in 
(matemala these gentry are popularly known as the private executioners of the 
‘Benemerito de la Patria.’ ” 

Cubrera, becoming alarmed at the activities of the Mexican-Rosales-Peralta 
plots in connection with the Guatemalan group, immediately began extending 
active cooperation to the Felixista Mexican revolutionary party. The Felixista 
party at once established a junta in Guatemala City, and from Guatemalan ter- 
ritory launched their operations against the Mexican State of Chiapas. During 
the latter part of 1916, and from January on in 1917, President Cabrera, of 
Guatemala, through the Felixistas, who had secured control meanwhile of 
hearly all of Chiapas, in this way protected himself from a prospective invasion 
of Guatemala by Carranza’s troops from Chiapas. 

From that time to this the Felixistas and various other revolutionary factions 
and bandits in Chipias have kept Carranza so busy in that State that he has 
had no time to think of Guatemala. 

The full details of President Cabrera’s participation in Mexican revolutionary 
affairs of the Felixistas will be stated and proven by documents in a subsequent 
narration, 

During 1916 and until the latter part of 1917 Mexico had no consular or diplo- 
Matic representative in Guatemala. It is claimed that Mexico, in 1917, sent a 
minister to Guatemala, who died shortly after his arrival. It is also cluimed by 
Mexicans friendly to Carranza that from the latter purt of 1917 until quite 
recently every diplomatic representative that Carranza sent to Guatemala either 
has died or had continued sickness. 

Among Carranza’s diplomatie corps they refer to a post in Guatemala at the 
Present time as though Carranza had “ become soured on them,” for when one 
of them is sent to Guatemala it is regarded openly as “a death sentence.” 

The activities of Rosales, Peralta, and their Central American associates 
at their headquarters junta in New Orleans continued actively along the lines 
as set forth in the above narration. They were marking time, waiting the out- 
come of the American presidential election. 

Peralta's enemies within his own party, who secretly hoped for and worked 
for hig downfall, due to his arbitrary and Jordly manner of conducting affairs, 
and envious of his influence with Rosales, brought charges before Rosales “ sub- 
rosa | that Peralta had appropriated at ieast $15,000 of the $50,000 he raised 
from Carranza on his trip to Mexico City. 

Rosales, however, was afraid to break with Peralta, regardless whether or not 
the reports were true. Peralta explained, it is said, that the $15,000 in question 
Was distributed by him in Mexico among minor parties, who were paid to sup- 
port the Rosales plans. 

Whatever did remain of the original $50,000 advanced by Carranza, it is a 
fact that Peralta and Rosales proceeded to expend the balance with a prodigality 
that occasioned comment. Peralta “blossomed forth” with numerous dia- 
monds, stones of size und luster. 

Carranza, through Villa Vicentio, consul at New Orleans, pressed Rosales and 

eralta constantly to begin immediately on their proposed armed invasions, 

0 assuage Carranza they replied that they were waiting the outcome of the 
American election, and they added that they “ needed time” to bring pressure 
to bear on Senators and Members of the Congress to forestall the carrying out 
of the rumored plan of landing American marines in Honduras, 

During the early part of November, 1916, Peralta and Rosales decided it was 
advisable for the former to proceed to New York City, Washington, and other 
cities to endeavor to secure influences, which, in turn, would be utilized with 

ngressmen, Senators, and other Government officials, so that when the Rosales 
*xpedition invaded Honduras the United States either would delay in sending 
the marines or would not send them at all. 

Peralta on this trip was to complete also final arrangements with Dr. Julian 

as, who was making his headquarters at Washington and New York City, 
for the active participation of Dr. Trias and his supporters in the expedition 
Out of Nicaragua and Costa Rico against the Honduran troops. At the same 
time Rosales and his three expeditions from New Orleans, Payo Obispo, and 

lize would muve against Honduras from the sea. 
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On November 6, Peralta, accompanied by his wife and by Mrs. Rosales, who, 
Rosales later told me, while he was under the influence of liquor: 

“You know Pedro is a very shrewd hombre, and his mission is a most 
vitally serious one. It was wise to have Mrs. Rosales along to Keep an eye 
on him.” 

Before leaving New Orleans, Rosales gave Peralta several letters to be pre- 
sented to parties who Rosales and Peralta said were friends of theirs. Among 
these letters was the following: 

NEW ORLEANS, La., November 5, 1916. 
Hon. Sam S. WRIGHT, 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 


My Dear SIR AND FRIEND: My special representative in the United States, 
Mr. Pedro Grave de Peralta, is going to Cedar Rapids; he is well known to 
you, and he has always spoken about you in the highest terms as a progressive 
man of whom our country could expect much in the case that we could get 
you interested in that rich part of our country. It would be agreeable to me 
if you should enter into an arrangement with Mr. Grave de Peralta, and you 
may be assured that any agreement signed by him will have my entire sanction, 
and he has my power of attorney to that effect. 

Believe me, your friend and servant. 

M. B, ROSALES. 


Knowing in advance of Peralta’s proposed trip and purposes of same. which 
were duly reported to the Department of Justice, I was requested to make 
arrangements to meet Peralta in New York City on his arrival there, so that 
the department would be informed of his further activities as they were 
unfolded. 

I left Rosales “in safe hands,” with one of my assistants, in whom the 
general had complete confidence, Before leaving him he informed me fully 
regarding matters Peralta was scheduled to attend to on this trip and handed 
me the following letter to give to Peralta: 

‘My DEAR FRIEND: I have received your letter of the Sth from Birmingham. 
I am glad to see that you arrived there all right. I have noted what you lave 
to say about Mr. Baird, and I hope that you will be able to get something from 
him. 

“He has not written to me up to now, and I want you to keep on after him. 
Mr. Jones does not leave until to-night, but he is going to Washington first. It 
would be well for you to talk the most important matter with Dardano and 
Labo, but in a very reserved manner. 

“Mr. Jones said that the day that you took the train a negro spy was put 
there as a detective over you, and you have to be on your lookout for that. 
The triumph of the Republican Party has become a fact, as I have told you, 
and it would be well for you to come to an understanding with these people. 

“J wish that you would go and see Mr. Irias and give him, in my name, my 
best regards: tell him that I am very sorry for that which has happened in 
Niearagua, and that there seems to be no other remedy but the machete. 

“Tt will be well for vou to speak in my name, in order to find out whether 
or not something could be done from that side and that he then would give his 
instructions to his men to come to an understanding with Jose Antonio Sanchez, 
who lives in Juaniquilapa, near Someto; tell him that we are fighting and our 
cause is his cause. 

“bo not be worried about your family. They are well and I see them often. 
Take good care of yourself. De not worry so much about Adelita. I am clad 
to hear that Conchia’s cold is getting better and I am writing her.” 

The “negro spy” referred to in the above letter was au imaginary one and 
was mentioned to Peralta to show him that I was working, as he thought, in his 
behalf. 

On November 12, 1916, from New Orleans, Rosales wrote Peralta as follows: 

o My Dear FRIEND: Yesterday I received your telegram about the affair of 
Dr. Dardano, and Tam very glad to hear about him. I hope all the rest will 
ro as well as this matter, 

“Mr, Andrew (code name for Jones) left here Saturday the 10th instant for 
Washington and he told me that he would be there about the 14th. I inclose à 
letter for Dr. Trias. Give it to him personally and talk to him about this 
matter and then, if he is willing, let him give his instructions to his friends to 
that effect. 
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“Be careful to tell him not to mention anything to King, as the latter has 
denounced us in Honduras, as I have heard, in order to stay well. Well then, 
Wilson won out. Maybe that is well, as the old saying goes ‘ Nothing succeeds 
but success,’ 

“We have to play good politics and have to be careful.” 

I left New Orleans on November 10, 1916, accompanied by Guillermo Rosas, 
formerly private secretary of Gen. Felix Diaz, the Mexican revolutionary 
leader, and whe at that time was secretary of the Felixista revolutionary group 
at New Orleans. For a long time prior to this, so that the Department of 
Justice could be thoroughly informed, I lad been an aetive participant in the 
affairs of the Felixistas. AS many important developments were being brought 
to a head through these Mexican revolutionists, I “staid on the nest” with 
this man, not only to find out about his own party's revolutionary affairs, but 
to gain additional information which he would receive from party leaders in 
New York. 

Rosales, convinced that I wielded untold influence among newspapers and 
national legislators, he looked to me to help him no little on my trip to New 
York City and Washington. Shortly before we parted, he placed his hand on 
my shoulder and exclaimed : 

“Now, comrade, show us that you are a fighting man. Remember, you and 
Peralta are to promise any and everything to those friends whose influence we 
have to have, no matter what they want. 

“Promise them everything under the ground and in the sky. Promise to 
deliver the devil, if you have to do so. But go ahead. Tell Peralta that I am 
here like Christ. waiting for my sentence.” 

On arriving in Washington, I left Rosas, who had a mania for flirtations, 
sitting in “ Peacock Aley ” of the Hotel Willard while E arranged a series 
of conferences with several of the Honduran and Nicaraguan revolutionary 
leaders then in Washington. 

I left Washington a day later and met Peralta in New York City at the 
Hotel Astor, where he, with his customary habit of exaggeration, impressed on 
me the alleged fact that he had secured positive assurances that when the 
revolutionary movement was started no American marines would be landed 
in Honduras, I felt that this was false and tater nailed the lie. 

During the remainder of November and through December I was with 
Peralta constantly in New York and at Washington. In this way the De- 
partment of Justice gained timely information as to additional plans as de- 
veloped and matured by the revolutionists. 

In Washington Peralta presented Rosales’ letter to Dr, Julian Trias. Ro- 
Sales refers to in his letter of November 12. 1916. to Peralta. Trias was most 
enthusiastic in regard to all Rosales’ plans and wrote the following from 
Washington on November 29, 1916, to the latter: 

My DistinctisHep REND: If everything is ready, I am. Before the move 
Ment is started vou must be able to put war equipment at a certain point on 
the frontier, This point has to be defined clearly, so that our friends may 
know where to go to arm themselves and that they furthermore may study 
Which places they should attack or menace. 

“I have been assured (by Peralta) that you can place on said frontier 
four Colt machine guns with 25.000 bullets each, and then 1.500 rifles with 
150 bullets for eneh one. If this is so. it would be a fine basis. 

“I beg to call your attention to the fact that the steamer which carries 
this equipment should bring along two good gasoline launches, so that the goods 
tan be delivered speedily at n minor port, because, as you will understand, it 
would be rather a difficult and risky undertaking otherwise. 

“Tt will be necessary that you should let me know exactly the date, the 
Place, and the person who will deliver the goods on the frontier to the chiefs 
that I send. 

“You will understand rendily that it would not do to assemble too many 
people near the frontier before the movement really starts, because that would 
show the thing too openly and would be dangerous. But they will be under 
orders, so that they can assemble as quickly as possible, 

“It would also he very convenient to know with which one of your inteHigent 
and confidential chiefs on the frontier our people shall understand themselves, 
ut the same time it would be well to clear up the point whether one of your 
chiefs shall he governor of the zone or one of our own men, It seems to me 
better that he should be a man from Honduras, as this would give more 


3090 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


standing to the movement, under the condition, of course, that he should not 
have any run in with our men. 

“The movements on the coast and from the frontier should be simultaneous 
in order to have the greatest effect. 

“In order to issue commands, I will have to be in Central America; but I 
can not do that before the middle of January. It would be a good thing to 
call on Costa Rica secretly in order to give instructions to some chiefs, and 
since you know the distances, and in order not to commit any foolishness, the 
people should leave quietly, and that way they could not be near the frontier 
until the middle of February, and that would be proceeding rapidly and dis- 
posing of elements necessary for the mobilization. 

“I calculate that we need about $25,000 gold for this movement. counting on 
taking the entire 1,500 rifles, and since the American gold is now standard in 
Nicaragua we will have to give the soldiers at lenst from $12 to $15 for this 
trip to the frontier, and there are some chiefs whom we will have to give $20 
and more. 

“A letter from you, in which you bind yourself to lend me all kinds of assist- 
ance—that is, economical., the frontier, and the elements to upset the Govern- 
ment of my country in case that vou should win—would be enough for me in 
exchange for my help. 

“Tf von accept the plan. and in order not to lose any time, it would be well 
that vou should right now put some funds at my disposal, so that I could write 
from here to some chiefs in Costa Rica, whom I am going to meet. and whom 
I could give sufficient funds to sail for said Republic. 

“J. IRAs.” 


Irias, due to his former negotiations with Rosales and Peralta, was ready 
to participate in their revolutionary movement against Central American 
countries during August or September of that year. Peralta claimed that on 
or about the time he was getting ready to leave Mexico that Trias had secured 
considerable cash from Carranza. 

It will be noticed in Irias’s correspondence with Rosales that he set forth 
that it would be impossible for him to have his part of the expeditions ready 
until the middle of February, 1917. To this Peralta, for Rosales, agreed. This 
in turn was concurred with by Carranza and his officials, 

At a later date and in Washington Irias showed Peralta and myself the 
following letter from Mexico: 

Mexico City, Norember 26, 1916. 
Mr, JULIAN IRIAS, Washington, 

My DEAR FRIEND: IJ received your letter yesterday, which had been delayed 
somewhat in Vera Cruz on account of a strike of the workmen on the Mexican 
Railroad. T knew that you were in New York by the New York Herald. 
which carries one interview with you and another one with Mr. Stikel, about 
the presidential elections in Nicaragua. 

I have addressed several letters to you in Costa Rica, some directly and 
some through Mr. Dieguez, not knowing whether you were In that Republie or 
not. I wrote these letters for the very special purpose of telling you how 
convenient it would be for you to come to this capital so that you might put _ 
yourself in contact with Mr. Venustiano Carranza, in charge of the executive 
power of the Republic, who sympathizes very much with the National Liberty 
Party of Central America and especially with that of Nicaragua, that victim 
of the Yankees which is making all efforts to conserve her independence. 

Understand me well, that Mexican revolution which drove out the Dictator 
Diaz and, later on, the horrible tyranny of Huerta, is not only Mexican but & 
revolution of continental consequences, considering the influence it will have 
among all the peoples who are now under the rules of tyrants that are more 
or less assisted by the Yankees. 

In order to solidify the destinies of our race on the continent and to establish 
the legitimate influence of Mexico among the sister nations, it would be well 
to create legations in the main Latin American Republics, and especially those 
of Central America, whose destinies are so closely interwoven in the past as 
well as in the future with those of Mexico. 

Since you are the famous leader not only of the National Liberal Party of 
Nicaragua but also of the National Party of Central America, as the cause of 
the National Liberal Party of Nicaragua is identified with the cause of the inde- 
pendence of Central America, therefore it is indispensable that you should 
come to this Republic for the already indicated purpose. 
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If Samuel Sediles was very well received here and could do something for 
the Liberal Party, merely being an ordinary intelligent member of same, it is 
very rensonable to assume that the leader should be well received who has 
made his name famous even outside of Central America, through the high 
esteem that he enjoys in his country, for the kind feelings that he inspires in 
all Central America, by his energy and his dignified and proud attitude before 
the Yankee power, and the accusations that were made against him to undermine 
his political and personal honor. 

I do not doubt that Mr. Carranza will understand you, as he himself has 
shown himself so energetic in the defense of Mexican honor in the North Ameri- 
can question. 

I write often for El Democrata, one of the best papers of this capital, and 
sometimes in El Pueblo. In these, as well as in El Universal, I have reproduced 
inportant news from Nicaragua before and after the elections. The Universal 
brought vour interview with the New York Herald, the Pueblo that of Stikell, 
ad in KI Democrata there appeared, besides some other news, one of my 
stories about the suit brought by FEl Salvador in the court of Cartago against 
the canal treaty. 

Iam waiting for the papers that you told me I would receive in order to start 
a series of stories about Nicaragua and your own personality. It would be 
well for you, before you come here, to give me your opinion about the Mexican 
revolution, about Mr. Carranza, and his minister of foreign relations, Gen. 
Candido Aguilar, who have so brilliantly maintained the rights of Mexico in 
the North American question. 

It would be very well also, if you have the time to get them, to have some 
evidence of the sympathies with which the Governments of Salvador, Honduras, 
and Costa Rica look upon your political work for the cause of the Independence 
and honor of the peoples of Central America. Such testaments from the Presi- 
dents of these Republics would be invaluable for you here. 

I shall publish your opinion of Mr. Carranza, Gen. Aguilar, and the Mexican 
revolution in the papers of this capital before you get here. 

Sediles went to Costa Rica about a month ago, and it is absolutely necessary 
that you should be here before his return. I hope that you will do so in your 
own interest. I can not tell you any more now. 

My address is: Segundn Calle de Balleras, 16. 

Clementina wrote me awhile ago, telling me that you had called on her and 
that you had told her all about you trip in Nicaragua just before the election. 
She was highly pleased by the visit of such an old and true friend. 

With best regards from Delfina and my boys, I remain, waiting for you, 

Your friend, 
R. CONTRERAS. 


„Irias had for many years prior to our meeting been a disturbing factor in 
Nicaraguan politics. In an interview between him and me several months 
before this he had confided that he had been elected leader of the National 
Liberty Party of Nicaragua. He added that he had been named as the presi- 
dential candidate for this faction at the polls for the October elections of 1916. 

However, according to Irias, he realized he never would be permitted to gain 
the office, explaining that the voices of T5 per cent of the Nicaraguan *oters 
would be in favor of him, but alleging that the United States had “ cooked the 
results.” When I asked him to enlighten me as to the “ cooking,” he said: 

“Secretary of State Bryan has entered into an arrangement with Chormoro, 
our minister to Washington, whereby if the latter manages to put through the 
treaty with America on canal rights across Nicaragua, the United States will 
se that Chormoro ig installed in office as President of Nicaragua.” 

He added Mr. Bryan had assured Chormoro that United States marines would 
ontrol the election in Chormoro’s favor. He then said that his revolutionary 
movement in connection with Rosales should be pushed along and put in full 
Swing by election day, and in that event the small number of American marines 
In Nicaragua would be “ wiped out.” 

Personally, I can not vouch for the authenticity of Irias’s statement and I 
only set down what he claimed to be a fact. His statement, however, regarding 
the “wiping out” of the marines, when I reported it to the Department of 
sees resulted in the United States sending a large number of marines to 

ragua. 
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Irias at this time showed me a signed proclamation issued by the National 
Liberal Party of Nicaragua, a translation of which follows: 

“The great convention of the National Liberal Party of Nicaragua, in con- 
formity with the Part C of article 10 of the statutes of the party, decrees: 

“First and only. The citizen Dr. Julian Irias is the popularly elected candi- 
date of the National Liberal Party of Nicaragua for the President of the 
Republie during the elections which will take place on the first and second days 
of October of this present year. | 

“To be conununicated to the executive council for publication and 
recommendation. 

“Given in the Hall of Meetings, Leon, 22d of July, 1916. 

* Leonardo Arguello, D. P., Gonzalo Ocon, L. Ramirez M., A. Yablada. 
J. Sanson, Arturo Nunez, Gustavo F. Moguera, J. Molino Larios, 
Federico Sacasal, Tomas Pereira, Palo Ruiz Morales, Bernarbe 
Portocarrero, R. Sevilla, A. Medrano, P. A. Blandon, Igno 
Chavez, H. Espinoza, H. Portoearrero, A. Zuniga M.. M. R, 
Sebrate, Abraham Mary, Jose W. Mayorga, B. Sotomay. Gustavo 
Abaunza, Erasmo Calderon, J. Y. Lanzal, Franco Paniagua Pra- 
dounza, M. Perez Alonzo, F. Sornamba, H. A. Castellon, first 
secretary.” 

In several other interviews between Trias, Peralta, and myself in Washington, 
and in other interviews between Trias and myself at the McAlpin Hotel, New 
York City, he told me he would sail early in January, 1917, for Costa Rica, 
where he would begin preparations for his part in the revoluationary move 
ments, However, Irias, after learning of the amounts of money secured by 
Rosales and Peralta from Carranza, instead of sailing from New York to Costa 
Rica, sailed from New York to Vera Cruz on or about January 10, 1917, 

Irias proceeded to Mexico City, where he completed arrangements with Car- 
ranza, Gen. A. Obregon, and others to be reimbursed personally for his partici- 
pation in Carranzav’s Central American revolutionary plans. This trip of Trias 
to Mexico was a great surprise to Rosales and it likewise resulted in delaying 
the contemplated revolutionary expedition of Rosales against Honduras. 

It was evident that Trias felt that he should be put in a position to * handle” 
some of Carranza’s money after he became aware that Peralta and Rosales bad 
so much of the tirst chiefs lucre to spend lavishly. 

WHEN IN MENICO CITY. GEN. A. OBREGON, THEN MEXICAN 
MINISTER OF WAR AND MARINE, AUTOGRAPHED A PHOTOGRAPH 
OF HIMSELE TO IRIAS. . 

Irias remained in Mexico until early in March and on March 13 sailed from 
Vera Cruz for New Orleans. He arrived there on March 17 and went to the 
Monteleon Hotel. 

With all hotels under our surveillance by special informants, we learned of 
Trias’s arrival immediately. He was astonished when I caled at his apartment 
and wanted to know how T learned of his arrival He had in his room three 
handbags and a steamer trunk, from which at a later date we procured the eon- 
tents and handed them to the Department of Justice. 

After leaviug Irias I notified the superintendent of the New Orleans division 
of the Pepartment of Justice as to the revolutionist’s presence in New Orleans. 
From then on bo was daily in close touch with Trias, and the Government was 
enabled to be informed fully regarding his movements. 

On the night of March 24 the superintendent of the New Orleans division of the 
department informed me he had received instructions from Washington to 
secure, if possible, photographed copies of all papers and documents in Trias’s 
possession. 

Arrangements were made whereby I was to take Dr. Irias, his secretary..and 
one of his associates out for lunch and for an automobile ride—as long a ride as 
possible —keeping them away from their apartment for at least four hours, which 
would enable agents of the department to open his trunks, photograph documents, 
and replace them without fear of interruption, 

In my report to the Department of Justice, dated March 27, 1917, I stated: 

e Respectfully reconmend that Dr. Trias should be arrested by your depart- 
ment, provided he can be successfully put and kept in jail or deported until the 

resent critical situation in the United States is passed. 

«Tt would be, however, more satisfactory, I believe, to have the case handled 
by the immigration authorities, for, insomuch as Dr. Irins has conspired in the 
United States, not only against Nicaragua, but likewise against Honduras and 
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Guatemala, therefore, under the law, as I understand it, he should be deported 
for this, 

“My recommendation in regard to his deportation or arrest is made for the 
following reasons : 

“In my several extended conversations with Irias, he practically has told 
me in plain English. as fully covered in many of my previous reports, that he has 
been promised liberal support from the Carranza Government in regard to his 
political aspirations in Nicaragua and likewise to date has received cash ad- 
vances from Carranza. 

“This was brought out by him in answer to several pointed questions from me 
in regard to making Irias believe that in the end his proposed political affairs 
would never be successful: furthermore that Carranza under no circumstances 
would have anything to do with him as far as financially backing him. 

"He then stated his arrangements with the Carranza Government, not only 
from the standpoint of their moral support. but also financial support was in 
every Way far beyond his expectations and greater than he ever had anticipated 
receiving. 

“T then laughingly told him that I had heard many rumors of him likewise 
having sought and then received financial support from the German Government 
through the minister from Germany in Mexico City. E then also told him what 
i damned shame and sin it was for a great country like the United States to 
be played with by England and that all of our Government officers, from the 
President down, ineluding Senators and Congressmen, were a ‘bunch of nuts,’ 
and in other words damned forever to him my own country and all of its pres- 
ett policies and went the limit as far as endeavoring to convince him of the fact 
that I was willing to be a traitor to the United States, 

“Lalso fully agreed with him that the United States had helped to steal the 
presidency of Nicaragua from him. I also assured him of the facet that I was 
strictly for Germany. I then told him that it had been reported from Mexico 
that he had been a daily visitor to Von Eckhardt, the German minister in 
Mexico City, likewise had frequently been seen dining and riding with the 
German ambassador, 

“Th answer to this remark on my part, Trias, feeling sure that I was one of 
his strong friends and ardent supporters and could be trusted fully, stated that 
the German minister in Mexico City was his personal friend and supporter, 
I then asked him if this meant that he was not only being supported by Car- 
muza, but also with German money behind his proposed political future. His 
answer was that the ‘future is always broad.’ He added that his ‘past had 
hen full of many disappointments, but that his efforts for the last six months 
had resulted in success for him far bevond his expectations. 

“Dr. Trias, as you know, is probably as ardent a hater of Amerien and all 
Americans as anyone who has ever come to this country, There is no doubt 
from information developed so far by me and which your department has 
Secured from other sources but that he is under financial obligations to Car- 
ranza and Germany, through the German minister to Mexico.” 

At 10.30. o'clock p. m., Mareh 27, 1917, I ealed at Trias’s room at the Monte- 
lon Hotel. At this time I found him with one of his assistants packing a 
nall trunk and a box. I told him it looked as though he were getting ready 
to move, He said not, and added that he was preparing some “things” to 
“nd Nis family at Costa Rien. It appeared that he intended to slip out of 
New Orleans on a steamer the next morning with some of his papers and docu- 
ments which the department was very anxious to procure, 

He then said that the box and trunk were to be shipped the next morning 
“a a United Fruit Co. steamer. J volunteered to see that the trunk and box 
Would be taken to the ship early in the morning and suggested it might be 
ulvisable for him, on account of his political connections, to stay away from 
the dock, I said I would also save him the trouble and expense of moving the 
Packages to the steamer. 

e greatly appreciated my “suggestion.” I immediately advised the New 
Orleans office of the department. On the morning of March 28 I arranged with 
i porter of another hotel to call at the Monteleon Hotel in a taxicab for Dr, 
ete baggage. The porter had instructions to “stall” around after he got 

aggage to “shake off” possible shudowers, 

he porter was then to take the baggage to his hotel, from which it was to 
oe to the Department of Justice office. Much to my surprise, at 9.40 a. m. 
Ws porter telephoned me that he had not only had the baggage outside his 
otel, but also Dr. Irias and his secretary were with the baggage in the taxicab. 
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He said Irias had insisted on accompanying the baggage to the United Fruit 
Co. dock. This more than ever convinced me that the contents of the baggage 
must be important. . 

I instructed the porter to take Irias and the baggage to the steamship dock, 
but spend as long a time as possible in arriving there. I got in touch with the 
superintendent of the New Orleans division of the department and suggested 
that he arrange with one of the officials of the steamship company to see that 
the baggage was put on board the steamer and that just before she sailed it be 
covered with a tarpaulin and carried off the vessel. 

Mr. Beckham, of the New Orleans office of the department, proceeded to the 
doek, and, working in cooperation with the port captain, handled this watter 
sutisfactorily. The baggage was removed from the steamer just before she 
sailed and was then curried to the New Orleans office of the department, where 
it was “ frisked” and found to contain absolutely nothing of importance. It 
was filled with clothing, ete., which Irias really wished to send his family. 

The Department of Justice forwarded the trunk and box on the following 
steamer for Costa Rico. 

From March 25 to March 29. 1917, I called daily in the mornings on Trias, 
endeavoring to persuade him to accompany me on a motor journey and take 
luncheon with me. On two of these occasions he said he would be glad to go, 
and put on his hat, but instructed his secretary to stay in the room until he 
returned. 

Watching the automobile outside the hotel were several agents of the Depart- 
ment of Justice, Waiting to see me drive away with Irias and his secretary, in 
Which event I was scheduled to keep Irias and his assistant away from the hotel 
for not less than four hours. TIrias's instructions to his seeretary to “ remaili” 
defeated this plan until the morning of Mareh 29. 

On that morning, after arguing for an hour and a half, I succeeded in taking 
Irias and his secretary for a ride and for lunch, with the proviso that I would 
have them back by 2 o'clock. It was noon before we were safely out of the botel 
and on our way. 

I had told the chauffeur of my car not only to drive slowly, but on the way 
out to a resort 10 miles from the city to arrive there by a circuitous route, and 
also to experience an “ accident.” 

This resulted in consuming an hour and a half. I had previously arranged 
with a friend of mine. who was to serve our lunch at the resort, to drag the 
meal for at least another two hours. During luncheon Trias and his secretary 
imbibed many mixed drinks and several pints of wine. He ‘ opened up.” reveal- 
ing addition revolutionary plans and reiterating others. 

Irias expressed a desire to return to the city shortly after 3 o'clock. Depart- 
ment of Justice officials had impressed on me the necessity of detaining Irias 
until 4 o'clock. To kill additional time, I had arranged for a yacht to be moored 
on the lake and within full view of the restaurant, in the hope that I might 
induce L[rins and his secretary to board the vessel 

As we left the dining room I pointed out the yacht nonchalantly and advised 
Irias to “look her over.” saying that she resembled a boat that Rosales eX- 
pected to use in his expedition. Trias, apparently thinking it would delay him 
but n few minutes, assented. and we went aboard. I suggested that we take 
a 5 or 10 minute “spin” te show * what she could do.” 

My previous arrangements included an understanding witb the captain of the 
boat whereby we would run at least 10 miles out and consume at Jeast ap heurs 
time, even if it were necessary to “ break” the engines. 

Trias, who was fond of boats and boating, enjoyed his “spin” until sleep 
overtook him as he sat on deck and basked in the warm sunshine. The sut- 
shine, food, wine, and air also affected Irias’s secretary. By the time the pair 
of “sleeping beauties ” awakened we were so far out that we did not make the 
moorings again until after 4 o'clock. 

The chauffeur of the automobile had been instructed to delay his return to 
the city. At 4.30 p. m., about halfway in. we stopped at a road house. 
which offered me an opportunity for telephoning the department office to learn 
how affairs were progressing. Department agents informed me that when they 
had entered Trias’s room they were unable to open his trunk and other baggare 
without breaking the locks on his lugguge. 

Also, it was said that his baggage contained such an unusually large quantity 
of important papers that if was utterly impossible in such a limited time to 
photograph them und return same and have the locks repaired. The officials 
had decided, they told me, on account of the compromising nature of Irias® 
documents, to arrest him. But to keep me “covered” from suspicion on the 
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part of the revolutionists, it was suggested that I “warn” Irias that the 
secret service agents had searched his room, secured his documents, and were 
waiting to arrest him on sight, and that I would anchor him in the meanwhile 
ina “safe place ” and at a later hour in the day he would be taken into custody 
by the Federal authorities. 

I hurried out of the road house, assuming a worried and highly alarmed air, 
and told Gen. Irias I had telephoned my office on a business matter and had 
been informed by one of my men that he had seen a corps of secret-service men 
at Irias’s hotel, and that they had searched his room, seized his papers, and 
were coming to the city to locate him. 

I thought the general would suffer a stroke of apoplexy. He became imme- 
diately sober and began to wring his hands and moan hoarsely. The secretary 
semel nauseated, and from the appearance of things I thought a hospital 
would be the most appropriate place for these men. 

I encouraged the general’s spirits by saying, “ Don’t worry, my general; I’m 
your comrade, not only in sunshine but in storm. Leave it all to me.” 

I told him I would drive around town with him to prevent his falling into 
the hands of “those damned secret-service men” and added that we would 
Procure an attorney to fight the case. I advised him to let me bide him until 
he could get out of New Orleans or could make up-his mind what course to 
pursue. 

I took Gen. Trias to a hotel, planted him in a room where un assistant of 
Mine, in offices across the street and employing field glasses, could keep tab 
on him. The room also was watched from the hallway. However, the general 
was so impressed with the desire to hide that he wouldn’t have left his room 
had an earthquake shook the structure. 

With the general anchored safely, I met representatives of the Department 
of Justice and was instructed to be back in Irias’s new room at 8.30 o'clock 
that night. I was told that between 8.45 and 9.30 p. m. secret-service operatives 
would knock on the door, and on admittance they would enter a bitter row 
with me about the attempted arrest of Irias. 

I returned to the apartment at the appointed hour and told him the best thing 
to do would be for him to leave the city by motor car that night on the Gal- 
veston Road. We were to make the attempt at midnight and pick up a train 
early in the morning. With a sick smile the general said: 

“Ah, my good amigo comrado,” patting me on the back. “I am in your 
hands. Do what vou like, for I am in a strange land, full of enemies.” 

At about 9.20 p. m. a resounding knock was delivered on the locked door, 
which door Irias had tested carefully to see it was locked. This was followed 
ly typical police knocks, and I yelled: 

“Who is there?” 

The answer, coming in a gruff tone, was: 

“Open that door and do it quick, or it will be broken in.” 

I retorted : 

"I will not until you tell me who you are.” 

The answer came: 

“It is the secret service.” 

At that, Irias, as it appeared to me, would never be able to finish the dash 
he began toward the bathroom. His secretary took one forlorn look at the 
bathroom door, through which Irias did manage to stagger, and chose a clothes 
closet as his temporary refuge. 7 

Meanwhile there came several more knocks. I opened the door. Two De 
partment of Justice agents, accompanied by a pair of city detectives, both 
friends of mine, pushed into the room. They closed and locked the door. The 
prearranged dispute was launched in loud tones, and I was asked: 

“What in h—I are you doing here? Where is Irias and his revolutionary 
associates? ” 

I denied I knew where they were and said the last I had seen of them was 
at the resort where we had had luncheon. This brought on fits of anger on all 
Sides. Trias and his aid heard all the rumpus and must have thought there 
wag about to be bloodshed. Finally one of the city detectives advised that I 

‘rapped on the bean” and the room be “frisked.” At this a very audible 
KToan floated out from the depths of the clothes closet. I stepped in front of 
the clothes closet and began wrestling with one of the detectives to “ keep him 
m opening the door.” However, he won out and reached in, pulling out the 


limp form of the secretary. 
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An assault was made on the bathroom door, which had been locked by Irias. 
The general apparently had decided to remain in there indefinitely. I then 
called out: 

“The game is up, my general. Open the door and come out.” 

He did so. While in the bathroom he had removed his coat, vest, collar, and 
tie. As he came out he had his hand on his stomach and was gasping: 

“Oh, Mr. Jon-as, I am so ver’ seek. What do these men want here? Tell 
them to get out my room,” 

He was told to “put on his clothes and come along.” The general, who 
understood English perfectly, said: 

“Iam seek, so ver’ seek. No comprehendo.” 

However, the general took three long drinks of whisky and was ealmed 
enough to be ushered, together with the secretary and myself to the jail. As 
the Jockup loomed in view, the general announced that he was hungry. Iin- 
sisted that he be taken to a restaurant. This was done. Irias was placed in 
a cell at midnight and held for the Federal authorities. 

I assured Gen. Trias in jail that I would arrange bond and, procure an attor- 
ney. The general, however, not waiting for me to make any arrangements of 
this character, early the next morning got in touch with an attorney friend 
of his, who Immediately saw the United States district attorney. The latter, 
after conference with the superintendent of the New Orleans affices of the 
department, so I was told, agreed to release Irias in custedy, provided he would 
leave the United States. Within a few days thereatter Irinas departed from 
these shores. 

Several months prior to this episode there had been a discussion of the 
“ase between myself and officiais of the Department of Justice in Washington 
and New Orleans as to the most feasible manner of securing an opportunity 
of photographing all papers and documents in possession of Rosales and 
Peralta and returning them so that their plans would remain unchanged and 
to leave them unaware of the photographing of the papers. 

The plan agreed upon was that whenever the opportunity was afforded I 
was to hurry out to the houses of Peralta and Rosales at some midnight bonr. 
telling them I had been “tipped otf“ that the secret serviee planned to seareh 
their homes forsrevolutionary papers. I was to say that these papers, if found 
in their possession, would send them to prison, and which, as we thought. would 
result in their becoming frightened and passing their documents to me for safe- 
keeping and in that way would enable the department to photograph them. 

On the night of Mareh 30, 1917, after having wound up the Irias case, I was 
advised that the “psychological moment” had arrived for Hfting the papers. 
Anticipating that they might not turn over the papers, but instead might sneak 
the papers out of their houses, we “covered” Che houses to insure success in 
canse my first plan failed, 

The wisdom of this latter preenution was made obvious. Accompanied by two 
operatives, I drove to Peralta’s house, No, 3426 Canal Street, arriving there at 
© 389 O'clock on the morning of March 31. When he came downstairs. I informed 
him Trias had been arrested and all documents in Irias's room had been seized. 
l also told him that up to the time of Trias’s arrest the latter bad been shadowed 
continually and had been seen with Rosales and Peralta. T added there was 
no doubt but that Federal authorities early that morning would come to Ro 
sales’s and Peralta’s houses to take documents. 

I suggested that Peralta bundle up everything of a compromising mature anil 
entrust the package to me for safekeeping. He said this was a splendid idea. 
but declared he had no papers, with the probable exception of a dozen letters 
that. after all, “amounted to nothing.” T told him to get them ready so that I 
could take them after I returned from Rosales's house, explaining that Twas 
on my way to warn the latter. 

Proceeding to Rosales's residence, T awakened him at 3 a. m. He said he 
would have one of his men, Roman Diaz, carry such compromising matter as 
he might have to the home of Diaz's sweetheart on St. Louis Street. He added 
that the papers in his possession “were very limited,” but that Peralta had 
tremendous quantities of the more important ones, and as far as he, Rosales, 
was concerned, he would immediately burn those he had. 

To avoid overplaying my hand, I merely warned him not to destroy his 
docunnents. holding forth that such a move would imperil the cause in which 
we were “interested ” and said I would return to Peralta‘’s house for a Ci 
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ference. I told Peralta that Rosales said the latter had “all the important 
papers.” His answer was: 

“Rosales is either a liar or is erazily seared.” 

I spent 20 minutes with Peralta and said good-night. then, returning to 
Rosales's house. When I arrived there the entire place was full of smoke, 
with the odor of burning paper rising. He told me he had four grates and the 
kitchen stove consuming the compromising papers, I said it was “a fine move” 
and warmly congratulated him for so doing. Incidentally, I could have throt- 
tel him for having thought of such a plan. 

I suggested to Rosales that he pack the rest of his papers and send them 
out to be hidden at the homes of some of his aids. I left him at 3.30 a. m., 
feeling certain that either of the two men would have their bodyguards carry 
aut their most valuable papers. Meanwhile I had the two operatives © planted,” 
one near the door of each home. 3 

About 3.45 a. m., from where I was stationed, in back of some palm trees a 
block away from Peralta’s house and where E had full view of same, I noticed 
one of Peralta’s men come rushing out. lugging a vers bulky handbag. One of 
the operatives permitted this fellow to move half a block and then stepped 
out and placed him under arrest, anecusing him of being a dangerous and 
suspicious character. The other operative joined his partner. and I then 
drove up in my car. The Belize Negro of Peralta's iustantly recognized me 
and said: 

“ Boss, please tell these detectives that I am all right.” 

I asked him what he was doing out at that hour in the morning, lugging 
a big grip. He replied that he was on his way to the market to get pro- 
Visions for Peralta. I protested vigorously about the operatives holding the 
Man, and I called the Negro aside, teHing him I would try to bribe one of 
the detectives to release him. Then E called the officer aside and told him to 
take the man to police headquarters and hold him subject to the orders of the 
New Orleans division of the Department of Justice, and then to bring me the 
sip. It was then about 4 o'clock in the morning. 

As I started back toward town, it occurred to me it would be wise to stop 
again at Peralta’s and tell him I had seen one of his men arrested. His house 
Was Huminated and I was admitted by Peralta, Peralta, on being informed of 
the arrest, became all but insane with fear and anger. 

Thrown over my right arm was a raincoat, in the pocket of Which was a 
heavy caliber automatic pistol. 1 was armed also with a smaller caliber auto- 
maitie, attached to my belt on the left-hand side. Intuitively I placed my hand 
on the larger automatic in the raincoat pocket as Ð stepped iu. 

He threw his right hand to his hip. He drew his pistol half way. With his 
face distorted he said: 

“I might as well be dead as have that grip which my Negro had fall in the 
Possession of the authorities.” 

He added: 

“By God, Jones, this is all your fault 2 

Thinking he intended to take a shot at me, and then to commit suicide, I 
Warned him, never taking my gaze from his eyes: 

‘Don't draw that gun, for vouwll never have time to use it. I have YOU cov- 
ered] through the pocket of my eoat.“ 

To this day I don't understand why. when he attempted to “throw his 
kun.” I did not pump several bullets through his stomach. However, I was 
able to stand still and to keep cool and convinced him, apparently, that by brib- 
Mz the detectives or in some other way I could regain possession of the grip. 

had left the chautfeur in the car when I entered the house, but much to 
eee ee PE ae i n l ain fa o a are 
him. w E E a pige onde eee cae 

N, When Peralta “dove for his gun,” why I bhad not shot the revolutionist. 

After cooling down Peralta. I backed out the front door and to be honest 
ie it was glad to have been able to escape from the situation without kill- 

K hii, 

; At O'CLOCK that morning the operatives turned the grip full of papers over to 
i Within the next hour they were in possession of the Department of Justice 
mcs at New Orleans. 


- Nour casual examination it was found there were hundreds of letters, docu- 
bs Nts, ete, by and between officers of the Mexican Government in Mexico, some 
their officials in the United States and many other compromising matters, 


“e letters and documents fully corroberated all my reports regarding the 


m". 
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plans of Carranza and his officials in connection with Rosales, Peralta, and 
others in Carranza’s Central American revolutionary plots. 

The Department of Justice also had confirmed the reports through other 
sources of information than myself. The New Orleans division officers decided 
that these papers were of such paramount importance that they be submitted 
immediately to the Washington headquarters. The papers left New Orleans that 
morning for the National Capital. 

At 9 o'clock a. m.. Peralta telephoned me to learn if I had been successful 
in regaining the grip. I said I had, and added that I had “ slipped the detectives 
a piece of money ” and the grip was so full of compromising papers and the 
Federal authorities appeared to be so hot on the trail that I was afraid that 
they would be found in my possession and I would be arrested and imprisoned. 
To play safe, I declared that I had expressed the grip to a relative of mine in 
Washington for safekeeping. 

Several months before this, a party who I thought was a very close friend and 
who also was friendly with Rosales and Peralta, had been hypnotized by the 
revolutionists into the belief that untold wealth awaited him if he cooperated 
with them and they came into power in Honduras. This person had for some 
time a covert idea that I might be “ tipping off” the authorities to Rosales and 
Peralta. 

For seme time before I succeeded in flushing the papers of out possession of 
Rosales and Peralta and into the hands of the authorities, as I learned later, 
Peralta and Rosales, with never a sign to me, were becoming suspicious, regard: 
ing my solicitude in their behalf. This was the result of my friend's treachery 
to me. For that reason Peralta and Rosales did not turn the papers over te 
me on the morning I tried to get them. 

I also learned subsequently that the treachery of my friend resulted in plans 
by Rosales and Peralta to have me “ bumped off” quietly. I did not know of 
these facts until two and a half months after the above scenes. 

To make my bluff stick in regard to my having warned Peralta and Rozales 
regurding the raids by Federal agents, the Department of Justice carried out, 
on the morning of March 31, with Federal search warrants and several opera- 
tives, a “ blind ” search. 

That evening at 5 o'clock, at Peralta’s request, I went to his house. I had been 
received prior to this time always in his parlor. His negro cook informed me 
that Mr. Peralta was upstairs and toek me up to one of the bedrooms, where | 
found Paralta. Rosales and two of their gunmen. This looked odd, so I shook 
hands with all of them, meantime Keeping my back away from any of the quar- 
tette. I took a chair and backed it in a corner, where I could watch each man. 

I again assured Peralta and Rosales that their papers were safe and that I 
had telegraphed to have them returned to New Orleans, as Peralta had re 
quested over the telephone that morning. The Rosales-Peralta papers were 
returned to me on April 9, 1917, and I was instructed to surrender them to 
their owners, which I did. 

Rosales and Peralta, shortly after this date began consummating their final 
plans and arrangements to start their several revoultionary expeditions against 
Honduras. The United States, having secured all necessary documentary proof 
and evidence sufficient to convict all parties involved and with every card in 
governmental hands, waited quietly for the launching of the movement. 

These revolutionists expected by the middle of May to have each of the several 
expeditions in motion, Delays, however, changed some of their plans and they 
tinully set the date of the expedition which was to leave New Orleans for the 
first week in August. 

Prior to this time they had received a letter regarding one of the boats to be 
used in the expedition, 

This letter from Belize, British Honduras, on December 8, 1916, M. A. 
Perdomo wrote to Peralta in New Orleans: 

“J have investigated whether the boat of Fogarait can go to Payo Obispo. 
but T am told that she draws too much water to get there, but you can Sel 
the hig boat easily to Nealax and wait there for the lighters from Payo Obispo, 
and that way you do not have to go into the colony at all, as it is very easy 5 
communicate from Nealax to Payo Obispo. 

“Tn case that you should get ton port in Honduras and that you should need 
an agent there, I would suggest Mr. Aurelio Lainfiesta, who is a reliable man of 
good hibits and is also employed by us. I shall see to it that he will attend 
to all your business in the proper manner. 

“Without any farther news for to-day, I beg to remain, 2 

“M. A. PERDONO. 
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During all my connections with these revolutionists, they repeatedly had 
become indebted to me for various sums of money lent for their expenses and 
for the purchase of arms, ammunition, and other supplies. All of these items 
were covered fully by contracts or by memoranda of agreement with them 
and which were photographed by the Department of Justice as soon as they 
passed into my hands. 

At one time these parties were “in on me” to the extent of more than 
$7,000, and in the end my net loss in cash was in excess of $2,000. 

The following are typical of some of their agreements, which, as soon as 
made, were photographed und copies of same sent to the chief at Washington 
und to the State Department: 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
STATE OF LOUISIANA, 
Parish of Orleans. 


The following agreement, made and entered into this 19th day of October, 
in the year 1916, by and between Gen. Maximo B. Rosales, his associates, 
assistants, and heirs and assigns, a citizen of the Republic on Honduras, Cen- 
tral America, and temporarily residing in the city of New Orleans, State of 
Louisiana, party of the first part, and Chas, B. Jones, his heirs, and assigns, 
residing in the city of New Orleans, State of Louisiana, party of the second 
part, witnesseth : 

For and in consideration of services rendered to the party of the first part 
hy the party of the second part, and for the further consideration hereinafter 
stipulated in this contract, the party of the first part agrees hereby, for a 
period of one year from date hereof, to purchase from the party of the second 
part, any and all arms, ammunition, and equipnient of every kind and de 
scription whatsoever, which said party of the first part may purchase in his 
individual capacity or in any official capacity: that said party of the first part 
likewise agrees hereby to purchase from said party of the second part any 
and all gunboats, steam vessels, sailing and auxiliary vessels, whether armed 
or not, of any and all kinds of description, exclusively through said party of 
the second part, and whether the party of the first part purchases said property 
in an individual or an official capacity, or for himself, or for any political 
party or government with which the said party of the first part may be 
connected. 

Said party of the first part further agrees hereby to purchase all commis- 
sary supplies, uniforms, and equipment of every nature and kind necessary and 
Proper to equip soldiers, sailors, and all other persons that may be or come 
under his direction and contract. 

It is further hereby agreed that it is the intent and purpose of this contract 
not only to obligate said party of the first part to make all of said purchases 
through said party of the second part, but also to obligate all of the aides, 
assistants, and officers of said party of the first part, or who may becomes aides, 
assistants, and officers of said party of the first part, to make all such purchases 
by and through said party of the second part. 

It is further hereby agreed that it is the intent of this agreement that said 
party of the second part shall be the agent of said party of the first part in the 
making of all purchases as hereinabove set forth and contemplated, whether 
Said purchases are made by said party of the first part directly or through his 
associates, officers, or assistants, and whether said purchases are made by him 
as an individual, or political leader, or as an official of any government. 

Witness our hands, in duplicate, in the city of New Orleans, on the date first 
above written. 

M. B. ROSALEs. 
CHARLES E. JONES. 


Gen. M. B. ROSALES, 
No. 116 South Hagan Avenue, New Orleans, La. 

DEAR GENERAL: As per conversation with you to-day, it is herewith under- 
stood by and between Señor Pedro Grade de Peralta, yourself, and myself that 
when the boat for your expedition against Spanish Honduras is ready to leave 
the port of New Orleans that I will advance or cause to be advanced by other 
Parties the price of $2,500 worth of food and commissary supplies, such as 
orn, rice, meat, and other eatables selected by you as per written list that you 
àre to furnish me with. Also, at that time, $250 worth of boots and shoes ag 
Der list you are to furnish me with. 
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You, in consideration of this, are to give me your note, payable within 30 days 
from date of said note, for the sum of $2,750. 

I also agree to advance or cause to be advanced by other parties to you, in 
cash, the sum of $5,000, same to be placed at your disposal six days before your 
expedition sails from the port of New Orleans. You, at the time this $5,000 
is placed at your disposal, are to give me your note payable within 30 days 
from the date of said note. 

It is also understood that the said Pedro Grave de Peralta is to indorse said 
notes. 

This agreement, covering the matters mentioned heretofore, is on this 13th 
day of January, 1917, by and between all of the parties signing same, entered 
into in the city of New Orleans, parish of Orleans, State of Louisiana, and in 
the United States of America, 

Witnesseth : 

RoMAN DIAz. 

LAVISLOS SANCHOS. 

M. B. ROSALEs. 
CHARLES E. JONES. 
PEDRO GRAVE DE PERALTA. 


About the first week in August, 1917, officials of the Department of Justice 
and the State Department at Washington decided, so I was informed later, it 
would be dangerous ta take further chances with the possibility of Rosales, 
Peralta, and their associates slipping out of New Orleans with their armed ex- 
pedition. Orders, I was told, were issued to the superintendent of the New 
Orleans Division to close in immediately on all the revolutionists, arrest them, 
and indict them for violation of the neutrality laws, 

On August 5, 1917, Gen. Maximo B. Rosales, who had moved in the mean- 
time to Mandeville, La.. was arrested there by department agents, Roman 
Diaz and Ladisalo Santos and others were taken into custody by the authorities. 

Peralta was brought in to the Department of Justice, and, as I was told 
Jater, broke down completely and agreed to make a complete confession re- 
garding their entire plans and plots. He was to become a witness for the 
Government, and, as sometimes occurs, it was probable that he would have 
received immunity in exchange for his becoming a traitor to his associates 
and their cause. 

I could not have been used as a witness, for it would have blocked my future 
activities among other revolutionary groups. Peralta at this time made & 
signed statement, which is on file in the Department of Justice records. These 
revolutionists had violated every known neutrality law. The Government had 
sufficient documentary proof to convict all of them, but irrespective of this 
fact, the United States district attorney at New Orleans, I was informed, 
recommended to the Attorney General that these men be permitted to elect the 
privilege of suffering deportation or standing trial for their offenses in the 
Federal courts. Quite naturally, they elected to be deported. 

When Roman Diaz was arrested at New Orleans by Federal authorities, the 
following diary was found in his possession : 

«July 3, 1917. We left New Orleans from Mandeville (a small town 20 miles 
from New Orleans). 

“July T. Gen, Carranza has given us the necessary help and special orders. 

“July 9. I am informed from La Ceiba (a town in Honduras) that partners 
are rendy and that we must fix the date. 

“July 17. A letter from Santos advised me that the deal has been closed in 
Mexico. 

“July 19. Lara and Santos call me by cable from Vera Cruz. 

“July 20. They tell me to leave in a hurry. 

“July 30. We left Mandeville together with the General and Tonche (this 
refers to Gen. Rosales and his wife) and we had coffee on the boat. 

“July 31. They have surrendered their house and I took out my passage. 
They left New Orleans on August 1, at 6 p. m., and I left them at the boat 
which they boarded at 8 p. m. (Referring to Rosales giving up his house at 
New Orleans and proceeding to Mandeville. The passage mentioned refers to 
Diaz purchase of ticket to Vera Cruz.) 

“August 1. Gen. Rosales, $1,200, 

“August 2. For funds for the campaign.” 

Included in Diaz diary was a list of expenses which he and Santos had 
ineurred in Vera Cruz for the purchase of revolvers, cartridges, clothing, and 
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provisions, the charter of a boat, and the advance payment to 100 Mexi- 
cans who were to participate in a part of the expedition. The total expen- 
ditures for this purpose is set down as $10,180. The diary also included 
a list of rifles, cartridges, dynamite, powder, canon, lead, bomb = throwers, 
Machine guns, carbines for cavalry, two mountain guns, and other equipment. 

Following is a sworn statement made by Roman Diaz when he was arrested, 
the English translation reading: 

“My name is Roman Diaz Maldenano, and I am not more than 34 to 36 
years old. I am living with my family in Yuscaran and Tegucigalpa. Four 
of my brothers are military men; one of them, Pedro Diaz M., is now in Gov- 
ernment. service; the other three are farming now and have no longer uny 
military connections, 

“Tam not doing anything now, and am living on $500 which I brought with 
me. I fied from my home in July last year on account of the persecution of 
the present Government. Membreno was then President ad interim after the 
death of Bonilla and before the presidency of Bertrand. 

“They followed me up to the north coast of Honduras by orders of Mem- 
breno and I was put in prison for one month. From there E was freed by the 
Vacasr brothers, With me they made prisoners of Doroteo Hernandez Hafael 
and Diaz Plata, Satmuel Wova, Miguel Anjel Cruz, Jose Antonio Gomez. 

“Twas military commander of Mareala under Davila in 1911 and Gov. Da- 
vila’s administration. I was also in three companies with troops of the Gov- 
ernment. I also was first aid de camp of the President, Gen. Trerencho Sierra, 
and Manuel Bonilla. 

“I Jeft La Cerbia on the 26th of July, fleeing through the mountains and 
the plantations, pursued by the soldiers of Monterossa, and after four months 
Iwas able to cross into Guatemala. 

“T sailed from Puerto Barrios about the 21st or 22d of November and I 
arrived in New Orleans November 28, 1916. I have been here ever since with- 
out any employment and only living off the money which I brought along. I 
have stopped at several places here, but I was forced to change my abode 
frequently after having been informed that I was followed by spies of the 
consul of Honduras, Chavez and I were afraid of them. 

“I received about four drafts, the money coming from my family and sent 
to me through Mrs. Condra Fortin Rosales, and which she handed to me, to 
be collected from the Whitney Bank. Sometimes money for me was placed to 
the account of Mrs. Condra Fortin Rosales in Tegucigalpa, and from there the 
draft was sent to her. 

“Sometimes she gave me the money, and then again the draft, which I cashed 
at the Whitney Bank with an introduction from Gen. Maximo B. Rosales, her 
husband. At the same time my wife addressed her letters to me here under 
Pedro Perez, informing me of the amounts deposited. 

"The only friend that I have here is Gen. Maximo B. Rosales; all the 
others are in the employ of the consul, and for that reason are my enemies. 

“Maximo B. Rosales handed me $1,200 on August 1, charging me to deliver it 
to his friends in Vera Cruz, to be employed in his companies, and I was told 
to hand it directly to Ladislao Santos, the confidential agent of Rosales. This 
money is the same that was taken from me by the agents of the Deparment 
of Justice of the United States when they examined me here in the oflice. I 
Tecognize Gen. Maximo B. Rosales as the chief of the Liberal Party in Hon- 
duras, as he is known all over Central America. In this deal I was employed 
asa messenger and an agent of Gen. Rosales.” 

The following is a statement of one of the accounts, showing disbursements 
by Peralta to his chief, Gen. Maximo B. Rosales, that was secured from 
Rosales at the time of his arrest: 


Miscellaneous Se rash oe oc Sens a acne aot a E EE A ENE $102. 95 
AS per receipt of Dec. 2_.-_..---------+--------------+-~------+.--- 2, 160. 00 
AS per receipt of Nec, 14__-_-------------------------------------- 400. 00 
GIVEN to Miss Peral- acesos sees cece ete on 50. OO 
On Jan. 19, 1916, miscellaneous__-_------------------------------- 300. 00 
Trip to Belize ane money handed some of our partisans-~---------- 400. 00 

Totál ene sh yo ee AR 3, 412. 95 


Four hundred and fifty dollars loaned to Mr. F. R. Villavicentio, Mexican 
consul at New Orleans at 4 per cent per month, 
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The statement of Ladislao Santos, one of Gen. Maximo B. Rosales's mes- 
sengers and agents in Mexico, which was made by him when he was arrested 
by United States authorities at New Orleans on August 5, 1917, follows: 

“Gen. Maximo. B. Rosales’s messenger left in the latter part of June, 1917, 
for Mexico, via Laredo, and reported to Rosales from Mexico City in a letter 
dated June 28, 1917. 

“In this letter he claims to have destroyed his letters and cable codes during 
an attack of the Villa followers on his train, but adds that everything looks 
very favorable for their plans in Mexico. He states that he has met J. Miguel 
Enriquez, another envoy of Rosales, who assures him also that all goes well in 
Mexico for them. 

“This Enriquez is favorably mentioned in a letter from Gen. J. Catro, sub 
secretary of war and marine to Gen. Isidro Valdeza, one of the principal 
lenders of the Guatemalan revolutionists in Mexico, and who was in actual 
warfare against Estrada Cabrera in 1916. 

“Enriquez also reports to Rosales in a letter dated July in Mexico City that 
Estrada Cabrera is giving aid to the Felix Diaz movement and that Gen. [ee 
Christmas went to Mexico for that purpose. He says further that the Honduran 
minister, Wintia, is expected in Mexico City, but adds that he is harmless. 

“IN A LETTER DATED MEXICO CITY, JULY 30, 1917, LADISLAO SAN- 
TOS, ROSALES’S MESSENGER, CLAIMS THAT HE NEEDS MONEY FOR 
A VOYAGE TO YUCATAN TO SEE GEN. ALVARADO, THE GOVERNOR 
OF YUCATAN, ABOUT SOME PROMISED WAR EQUIPMENTS. HE ALSO 
CLAIMS TO HAVE BEEN INTRODUCED TO GEN. TREVINO AND GEN. 
OBREGON AND PRESIDENT CARRANZA, AND WHO HAD TOLD HIM 
TO ASSURE ROSALES OF 200 RIFLES ADDITIONAL. HE THEN RE- 
FERRED TO SOME MEXICAN SENATOR AND STATES THAT THIS 
SENATOR IS HIGHLY INTERESTED IN THEIR UNDERTAKING, AS IT 
WOULD BE A POLITICAL STROKE THAT WOULD UNSEAT ESTRADA 
CABRERA. HE ASKED ROSALES TO WRITE TO HIM TO THE HOTEL 
RITO, ROOM 404, MEXICO CITY. IN THIS LETTER HE BEGS ROSALES 
TO DISPATCH ROMAN DIAZ TO VERA CRUZ. 

“In a letter dated Mexico City, July 24, 1917, Ladislao Santos tells Gen. 
Rosales that he and Lara have everything ready, cloaking his enterprise in @ 
deai for a plantation, and that they are only waiting for the arrival of Roman 
Diaz to cut the fruit. He asks Rosales to send the money in gold. 

“Jn a letter dated July 1, 1917, Payo, Territory of Quintana Roo. Mexico, 
Col. R. Loriano, the representative of Gen. Rosales in that part of the country, 
tells him that the governor, Carlos Vidal, as well as his assistant, Col. de la 
Rosa, have been called to the front in Tabasco to fight the rebels and are 
unable to do anything for him now. 

“He advises them to get in touch with the secretary of war in Mexico City 
through the agents for orders to the successors of these two men, and says 
that he has a party in the port of Xialac, with the name of Narasco Rivera, 
who is willing to act as a receiving agent for all the goods shipped there 
from Vera Cruz. 

“According to the reports from other agents of Rosales, their men are still 
waiting to join his expedition, and they are now strung along in the ports of 
British Honduras and Mexico, such as Payo Obispo, Corazal, Beliee, Punta 
Gorda, Stann Creek, etc.” 

A few days after the arrest of Rosales, Roman Diaz, Ladislo Santos, and 
other of their associates, they sailed from New Orleans for Mexico. Shortly 
after that Peralta disappeared from the city, headed presumably for Habana, 
Cuba. 

In this way ended Carranza’s plot to expand his dictatorship into all Central 
America by revolutionary intrigues. Through the activities of the Department 
of Justice, the greatest and most successful secret service organization in the 
world, Carranza’s plans in connection with Von Eckhardt, the German ambas- 
sador, to make all Central America pro-German were defeated, saving the 
United States and her Allies from facing in Central America a pro-German 
sentiment and activities there similar to those she had to contend with in 
Mexico. 
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Confidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice re Juan Guevara, of 
Eagle Pass, Tex., smuggling ammunition from San Antonio, Tex., into Piedras 
Negras, Mexico: 

; NEW ORLEANS, LA., September 25, 1918. 

Through , one of my informants on the border, who has the 
confidence of Juan Guevara, of Eagle Pass, Tex., who is in the jitney business 
at Eagle Pass, learn that Guevara for the last several months has been very 
active in running ammunition out of the United States to Gen. Peraldi, the 
Mexican military commander at Piedras Negras, Mexico. 

Under date of September 11, 1915S, wrote me that Guevera carried 
10,000 rounds of 30-30 cartridges out of San Antonio, Tex., during the week 
starting September 2, 1918. These cartridges were carried by Guevera in his 
automobile from San Antonio, Tex., to Eagle Pass, and that when he arrived 
in Eagle Pass with them they were then slipped over the river to Gen. Peraldi. 
tells me that Guevara makes the trip by automobile to San Antonio 
and return to Eagle Pass on an average of about once a week. 
states that inasmuch as he is in the confidence of Guevera, that he can 
arrange to leave San Antonio, Tex., with Guevera in his automobile when he 
bas it loaded with ammunition, and in this way Guevara can be caught with the 
goods. 

Would respectfully recommend that be allowed to handle this matter, 

for I feel confident of the fact that he can in this way catch Guevara running 

the ammunition, 

When I arrive at San Antonio, Tex., will discuss this matter with Mr. Brenni- 
man, superintendent of your San Antonio division, and if my plans regarding 
Guevara meet with his approval, then in that event will arrange to handle this 
matter as suggested with : i 

The ex-Mexican consul at Eagle Pass, Tex., Teodora Frezieres, who has been 
mentioned in my previous reports as being implicated in smuggling arms out of 
the United States, has recently been transferred to San Antonio, Tex., and 
Seguin, who was consul at San Antonio, Tex., has taken charge of the Mexican 
wnsulate at Eagle Pass, Tex. 

Seguin likewise has been mentioned in several of my previous reports has 
i actively engaged in smuggling ammunition out of the United States into 

exico, 

Juan Guevara is on very close and intimate terms with Consuls Frezieres 
He Seguin, and both Consul Frezieres and Seguin are the principals behind 

uevara. 


Confidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice re Juan Guevara, of 
Eagle Pass, Tex., smuggling ammunition from San Antonio, Tex., into Piedras 
Negras, Mexico. 

NEW ORLEANS, LA., November 18, 19.18. 


Under date of November 10 wrote me that Juan Guevara, who has 

been smuggling arms and ammunition from San Antonio, Tex., to Eagle Puss, 
ex.. and from there into Piedras Negres, Mexico, for the Mexican Government, 
recently died from influenza. 
also tells me, however, that undoubtedly some of Guevara’s associates 
Will continue to smuggle arms and ammunition by automobile out of San An- 
tonio, Tex., in cooperation with Mexican Consul Seguin, of San Antonio, who 
is operating with Mexican Consul Teodora Frezieres, of Eagle Pass, Tex. 
ibb also recently wrote me that Gen. Peraldi, the military commander in 

the Pledras Negres district, was offering large inducements for arms and am- 
munition. I therefore on November 12 wrote as follows: 

‘Looking over your reports for the past month I notice in your letter of Oc- 
tober 2, on page 5 of that letter, you state Gen. Peraldi is offering very strong 
inducements for 30-30 rifles, carbines, and 30-30 cartridges. 

You will remember you wrote me on or about the ist of October in regard to 
that felow Juan Guevara, who has been running arms and ammunition for 
Seguin, the Carranza consul at San Antonio, in connection with Frezieres, the 
-arranza consul at Eagle Pass, and if Gen. Peraldi, as you say, in your letter, is 
offering any inducement for arms and ammunition, hope you will be able to 
Make arrangements through some other party or parties whereby we can sell 
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Peraldi or any of the Carranza crowd all of the arms and ammunition they want. 
I can secure any quantity and in this way we will be able to involve all of those 
mixed up in the transaction and in the end cause the arrest of the entire crowd. 
Keep this very confidential, handle it carefully and I believe something may 
come of it.” 

As mentioned in my letter to ———,, provided he can handle the matter with 
Gen. Peraldi for Teodora Frezieres, Mexican consul at Eagle Pass, or Consul 
Seguin at San Antonio, I will be able to have friends of mine arrange to sell 
them the ammunition, ———— states they are in the market for. 

If you have any suggestions or instructions to give me regarding this pro- 
posed plan, in that event will be glad to receive same. 

Refer you to my report of September 25, 1918, entitled “ Re Juan Guevara, of 
Eagle Passs, Tex., smuggling ammunition from San Antonio, Tex., into Piedras 
Negres, Mexico.” This report will give vou full information regarding how 
this ammunition previously has been handled. Also refer you to my previous 
report dated September 24, 1918, entitled “ Re alleged participation of Mexi- 
‘an Government in smuggling narcotics out of Mexico into United States 
and ammunition from the United States into Mexico via Mexiean mail coaches 
and in Mexican mail bags,” will give you full information as to how the 
Carranza Government is getting arms and ammunition out of the United 
States into Mexico. 

(Cresse is code name for Jones.) 


STATEMENT BY CHARLES E. JONES REGARDING JUDGE CHARLES A. DOUGLAS, WHICH 
IS REFERRED TO ON PAGE 5804 OF MR. JONES'S TESTIMONY. 


In so much as I have explained to the committee regarding the loyalty of 
Adam Leckie to the United States and his continued efforts to assist the 
United States Government regarding Mexican affairs, therefore I believe, in 
justice to Judge Charles A. Douglas, that I should also inform the committee 
of the fact that as long as I have known Judge Douglas I have never seen or 
heard him say or plan ot do anything for the Mexicans that could in any way be 
construed as being harmful or detrimental to the interests of the United States. 
On the contrary, know that if Bonillas, Carranza, Luis Cabrera, and other Mexi- 
an Government officials had followed the advice of Judge Douglas that condi- 
tions in Mexico for the last several years would have been far better than 
they were. 

Repeatedly Judge Douglas, as Carranza’s legal adviser in the United States, 
was able to render service of the greatest value to the United States Gover- 
ment. I believe the committee should also be informed at this time of a state 
ment made to me by A. Bruce Bilaski, at that time Chief of the Bureau of In- 
vestigation, United States Department of Justice, regarding Judge Douglas. 
Yhis was in 1916 or 1917 . I asked Mr. Bielaski if Douglas could be depended 
on as far as the United States was concerned in Mexican affairs. Mr, Bielaski 
said that whenever any emergency arises regarding Mexican matters that 
Douglas invariably would gladly cooperate with the Department of Justice, 
and, if necessary, or desired, they could secure from Judge Douglas at all 
times any information or documents he might have regarding Mexico or Mex! 
sins, provided it would be to the interests of the United States Government for 
him to furnish same. Furthermore, Mr. Bielaski stated that Douglas, first of 
all, was an American. 

Having known Judge Douglas for several years I consider that his loyalty, 
as far as Mexican affairs is concerned, was always of the same type as that of 
Adam Leckie. 


Confidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice re Jerome S. Hess, of 
New York, calling at Mexican embassy, 1413 I Street NW., Washington, 
D. C. 

New ORLEANS, LA., July 6, 1918. 
On July 1, at about 4.45 p. m., Mexican Ambassador Bonillas, Godchaux, and 
myself were in the front parlor on the right-hand side of the hall, and the door 
bell rang and a maid went to the door. F heard a man ask for Bouillas, and 
the maid told him that the ambassador was busy. The man, however, jnsisted 
that he was a close personal friend of the ambassador and told the maid that 
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he was Mr. Hess and to take his card to the ambassador. The maid therefore 
brought the card into the parlor, and the ambassador sent word to Hess to call 
later. Godchaux palmed the card off the card tray in the hallway us we 
went out. 

The original card with the name Jerome S. Hess, in his handwriting on the 
back of his card, is herewith attached to this report. 

Hess is a member of the firm of Hardin & Hess, 50 Pine Street, New York. 

(Cresse is code name for Jones.) ; 


Confidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice re attaché of French 
Embassy at Washington calling at Mexican Embassy at Washington. 


New ORLEANS, LA., July 8, 1918. 


During my recent trip to Washington, several times called at the Mexican 
Embassy as per my previous reports. , 

On the afternoon of June 28, at about 2.45 p. m., when I entered the embassy 
was shawn by the butler to the parlor on the right-hand side of the hall, and 
at that time heard conversation between a man and a woman in the parlor on 
the left-hand side of the hall. 

After the butler left me I took a look into the parlor where the man and 
woman were, and saw that the man was dressed in a uniform of a French 
Army officer, and that the young lady he was talking to was Miss Bonillas, one 
of the daughters of the Mexican ambassador. 

A few moments thereafter they came out of the parlor and as they came 
through the door of the parlor the French Army officer had his arm around the 
waist of the young lady. 

They left the embassy and entered an automobile which was driven by the 
French Army officer, The Maryland license of this automobile was No. 80237. 

At about 4 p. m. that afternoon by telephone reported this matter to Mr. Pike, 
of your Washington office. 

(Cresse is code name for Jones.) 


Confidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice re various visitors to 
the Mexican Embassy at Washington, D. C. 


NEW ORLEANS, LA., July 8, 1918. 
Among the parties in Washington who visit the Mexican Embassay is a 
Madame Brull. 
Also Lieut. Joseph J. Coppola, of the Italian military mission. 


Contidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice re party by name of 
Heinemann who appeared to be a German, calling at Mexican Embassy, 
Washington, D. C. ; 

NEW ORLEANS, LA., July 8, 1918. 


On the afternoon of June 28, at about 2.45 p. m., as Godchaux and myself 
reached the Mexican Embassy, we saw a party just going up the steps to the 
front door, and as he rang the bell he pulled a eardcase out of his pocket and 
fook a card from same. I read the name Heinemann on the card in his hand, 
but could not get the initials, as his thumb was over sarme. 

Vhen the maid opened the door he asked if a certain party was there to 
meet him (could not eateh the party’s name), The maid told him no, but to 
come back between 4.30 and 5 p. m. and the party would be there. Heinemann 
then left and walked away from the embassy. 

e has the facial characteristics of a German. He wore nose eyeglasses, 
had blue eyes, blonde hair, ruddy complexion, clean shaven, weight about 145 
Pounds, 5 feet S4} inches in height, wore a gray suit, tan shoes, Panama hat, and 
Carried a cane. 

At about 4 p. m. that afternoon by telephone reported this matter to Mr. Pike 
of your Washington office, and suggested that one of your operatives pick up 
leinemann when he returned to the embassy at 4.30 p. m. and tail him to hig 
hotel, Office, or residence, and in that way learn who he was. 

(Cresse code name for Jones.) 
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Confidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice re interviews with 
Ignacia Bonillas, Mexican ambassador to the United States at Washington, 
D. C., and ideas and plans suggested as result of these interviews which may 
help to offset Germany's strength in Mexico. 


New ORLEANS, La., July 19, 1918. 

Per instructions received from Mr. Pike and yourself, I had several interviews 
with Bonillas, the Mexican ambassador, each of these lasting from one to four 
and a half hours. 

As fully covered in my previous reports and personal interviews with the 
chief and Mr. Pitse in regard to the Mexican Government having employed 
me to handle their secret-service work in the United States, I therefore. was 
in a position to talk very frankly to the ambassador regarding the feeling in 
the United States toward Mexico caused by their pro-German policy. 

I told the ambassador I had learned while in New York on this trip, likewise 
while having Junch with several prominent Congressmen and Senators, also 
from many prominent newspaper men in Washington, that are personal friends 
of mine, that it seemed to be a consensus of opinion from all of the parties 
mentioned that Mexico had and was asking and expecting of the United States 
many political and diplomatic courtesies between Governments at peace with 
each other, and that in turn Mexico, so all of the parties seem to think, wanted 
everything from the United States and in turn did not appear to be willing 
to even meet the United States halfway. 

I then told the ambassador that I could not understand how his Govern- 
ment expected the United States to arrest and prosecute the many Mexi- 
can revolutionary leaders and their supporters in the United States, clogging 
up the courts with such prosecutions, spending many hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in apprehending these Mexican revolutionary leaders, thereby elimi- 
nating all of the enemies in the United States of Mexico, and in turn after 
having done all of that for the Government of Mexico, then to see each hour 
and day the Government of Mexico allow thousands of Germans and other 
enemies of this country in Mexico to carry on activities of every kind that 
were just as dangerous, harmful, and detrimental to the interests of the United 
States as the Mexican revolutionary parties in the United States were ‘to his 
Government. 

Also told the Mexican ambassador that he certainly must realize. and if he 
did not, then a little investigation on his part would convince him of the fact 
that my statement was correct, which was that the press of the United 
States were bitterly opposed to President Carranza, and the present Mexican 
Governnent, und this opposition on the part of the press of America, was due 
entirely to the stand Mexico had taken in regard to openly being a friend 
and supporter of Germany on this continent; likewise on account of Mexico 
allowing Germans in that country to openly do everything in their power that 
had been and would be in the future harmful to the United States. 

I also explained to the ambassador that as far as I was able to learn from 
certain friends of mine in the newspaper business in Washington, likewise 
from conversation with several Congressmen and Senators who were intimate 
friends of mine, that they feel the United States would be an absolute fool t0 
ever do anything for Mexico, unless Mexico in turn showed a disposition to 
cooperate along equitable lines with the United States. 

I then told the ambassador I had learned from personal observation on my 
last trip up and down the Mexican border and throughout other parts of the 
country that many of the city, county, and State officials, and the same applied 
to prominent business and professional men, but that had the utmost hatred 
for the Mexican Government, this being due entirely to the apparent pro 
German and anti-American sentiment in Mexico. 

I likewise at that time said to the ambassador that no one more than he 
fully understood that the United States as a Government was the most moral, 
honest, and honorable Government in the world, which he admitted. like- 
wise the best friend Mexico had to-day in the world. He said he hoped s. 
and I also told him, irrespective of the fact that it was apparently common 
knowledge in the United States, whether correctly so or not, that Mexico uP 
called pro-German and anti-American in every way, nevertheless, knowing my 
country and its Government officials as I did by reputation, that whenever 
any of the Mexican revolutionary leaders committed any overt acts against 
Mexico in the United States the authorities would immediately prosecute them. 
and this had been amply proven in the past by such prosecutions. 
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At my last interview with the ambassador in the presence of Godchaux, on 
the afternoon of July 1, 1918, which lasted from 3 p. m. to 6.15 p. m., I put as 
many hot and direct shots into the ambassador’s hide along these lines as I 
possibly could, and in turn, if it is possible to be convinced of the honor and 
integrity of any Mexican, and it is a debatable question if such a one ever 
existed, nevertheless, Bonillas apparently fully reaiizes that it will pay Mexico 
in every way not to have a break with the United States. 

I asked Bonillas the point-blank question as to why Mexico had not and 
would not declare war on Germany and he said that the relations between the 
Mexican people and those of Germany had always been friendly; therefore, 
in so much as Germany had given Mexico no provocation of any kind, he felt 
sure the reason President Carranza and the Mexican Congress and Senate 
had not declared war on Germany was due to the fact to do so would be dis- 
honorable, inhuman, and absolutely tmmoral. 

I then said to the ambassador for the sake of argument whether the present 
position of President Carranza is correct or not, nevertheless, President Carranza 
isa Mexican, and the future of Mexico at this moment to a very great extent is 
in his hands, and whether right or wrong in your opinion, Mr. Ambassador, 
do you not think that if Mexico was to declare war at the present time on Ger- 
many it would give Mexico countless opportunities to again put Mexico in her 
right position among the nations of the world, likewise give her the opportunity 
to secure financial assistance from the Allies and to effect new treaties with 
ull of the Allies, likewise when all of the claims against Mexico were eventually 
presented for settlement which now existed, if an ally of the Allies could make 
a good settlement regarding such claims it would give to Mexico many things 
wlng thse lines and other ways too numerous to mention. The ambassador 
said undoubtedly my supposition as outlined would mean a great deal to Mexico, 
but unforturately President Carranza was in the minority, and that irrespective 
of his individual intluence in Mexico as its present leader he had to contend 
with many of his senators, congressmen, Government officials. and army officers 
who may not feel as he did. 

I then said, ‘‘Mr. Ambassador, I anı talking to you at the present moment 
as the paid representative of the Mexican Government, and it is my duty as such 
to give you facts as I understand them; therefore my statement, of course, un- 
der those circumstances could not be considered offensive.” and he said, certainly 
not, and I then told him it seemed to be pretty well understood in the United 
States that President Carranza had been bought by the German Ambassador to 
Mexico City, and that President Carranza likewise was cooperating with the 
Government of Germany, acting under suggestions received from the German 
Aåmbassador to Mexico City. 

The ambassador's face at this remark hardened up, turned rather pale, and 
he looked like he did not appreciate the statement I had made. He however 
took it very nicely and then said. “Yes, it is unfortunate and a great pity that 
such remarks have heen made, but, nevertheless, I tell you on my honor that 
President Carranza has never taken one single cent from the Government of 
Germany, directly or indirectly, nor from any person or persons that are in 
any way directly or indirectly connected with any of the interest of Germany 
that Hi try to influence him as far as the Government of Germany is con- 
cerned,” 

I then said to him, “ Mr. Ambassador, is it true that the majority of the army 
officers of the Mexican Government are in the pay of the German Ambassador 
to Mexico City or of other interests that are friendly to Germany?” I also said 
that I had heard many times that many of the Mexican army officers were on 
the pay roll of the German Ambassador to Mexico. 

The ambassador said unfortunately probably part of my information along 
those lines were correct, and undoubtedly some of the Mexican army oftticers 
had taken money from Germany, but he felt sure he could honestly sav, that 
those Mexiean army officers as a whole were in the minority, and as far as the 
Majority of the Mexican army offeers are concerned, my statement is incorrect. 

he ambassador also said that treachery on the part of one’s own country’s army 
Officers undoubtedly existed in all governments, and then said some of your 
own United States Army officers have or may be taking money from German 
Interests, 

I then said to the ambassador, if asa fact some of your Mexican army officers 
arc in the pay of Germany, and President Carranza decided to declare war on 
Germany, what effect would it have as far as those army officers in the pay of 

rmany being able to attempt to overthrow President Carranza, and I also 
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said, Suppose that a large part of the Mexican army officers are in the pay of 
Germany, how then, in that event, if President Carranza thought that Mexico 
should declare war on Germany, could he safely do so. The ambassador said 
that if such a condition really existed it would be dangerous for President 
Carranza to attempt to declare war on Germany, for if the majority of his 
army officers were in the pay of Germany, it would result in the present Mexi- 
can Government being overthrown by the army, provided Carranza attempted 
to declare War on Germany. 

I then said to the Ambassador I understand there also were some prominent 
newspapers in the United States who have repeatedly stated President Car- 
ranza has been doing everything he possibly could and that he will continue to 
do so, that is in every way as he sees and understands it harmful and detri- 
mental to the interests of the United States, Carranza doing this simply with 
an idea of eventually forcing the United States to make him a financial proposi- 
tion, likewise give him other favorable treaty concessions, so that if the United 
States were to do this Carranza would have accomplished financially and 
politically a great deal for his country, and in turn for these favors he would 
declare war on Germany and lose nothing by so doing. The Ambassador said, 
yes, he had also heard the same rumors, but they were not so. 

Summing up my several conversations with Bonillas during the last week, 
which he believes were given me by him to enable me to get published in the 
newspapers of the United States, which he. of Course, wants and expects to be 
very favorable to Mexico, and convinced of the fact that he is in every way 
strictly a Mexican, and hbe will at all times go to any extreme to endeavor to 
hypnotise or double-cross the State Department whenever he can secure an 
opportunity to do so. 

However, Mexican as he is, which means individual selfishness, likewise 
always endeavoring to look out first for his own interests therefore, fully under- 
standing the situation between his country and the United States as he does, 
that he to stay in his present position, and the same applies to his future 
politically and financially in Mexico, am inclined’ to believe there is an oppor- 
tunity through my talking to him in the most direct manner possible for the 
State Department, and saying to him many things that the State Department 
could not personally say to him, and in the end probably be able to constantly 
throw a scare into him regarding the necessity of making certain recommenda- 
tions to President Carranza, Which may be fruitful in the way of results which 
might be advantageous to the United States, 

I came to Bonillas very highly recommended by Andres Garcia, of El Paso, in 
whom he has a great deal of confidence, likewise from the consul general at 
New Orleans and from Adam Leckie who, as you know, is a very close personal 
friend of his. On June 28 he wrote Leckie regarding me as follows: 


EMBAJADA DE MEXICO, 
Washington, 
WASHINGTON, D. C., 
28 de Junio de 1918. 
Sr. ADAM LECKIF, 
Edificio del Banco de Londres, 
Mexico, D. F. 

Mry Estimapo y Fino Amico: Con fecha 25 de junio recibi su carta de 20 
de Mayo, que me entrego el Sr. Charles E. Jones, y tendre satisfaccion en 
obsequiar la recomendacion de Ud. 

Me repito su atto. y afmo S. S., 


e 


Y. BONILLAS. 
TRANSLATION. 


Under date of June 25 I received your letter of May 20, which was handed 
to me by Mr. Charles E. Jones, and I will take pleasure to favorably consider 
your recommendation, 

Your attentive and affectionate sure servant.’ 


Nore—The above copy of Bonillas’s letter was sent to me by Leckie. 


I told Bonillas that I believe he should from time to time give out newspaper 
interviews that define the position of Mexico, and that I would have same pub- 
lished in all of the daily papers throughout the United States, and whi 
eventually may lead Bonillas into making some positive declaration which may 
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force Carranza into a more definite position regarding his present attitude 
toward the United States in regard to the European War. 

In my report of December 24, 1917, under the heading of ‘ Confidential report 
re Mexico from information secured from A. E. L. Leckie” I at that time sent 
forward to your department information in regard to the majority of the 
Mexican Army officers being in the pay of the German Government. That part 
of my report in part was as follows: 

Learned from Leckie there is absolutely no truth in the many reports which have 
been circulated in the United States to the effect that Pablo Gonzales and Carranza are 
about to have a break. Leckie stated Gonzales of course had many different arguments 
with Carranza, but all of them were friendly and that the spirit of cooperation and 
friendship between Carranza and Gonzales, as he understood it, Was as strong as ever. 

“Leckie also said Gonzalez was extremely active in regard to having Car- 
ranza declare war on Germany, and no matter how this situation eventually 
ended, he believed Gonzalez would always be against Germany, 

“Leckie said Gonzalez had repeatedly urged Carranza not to interfere with 
Gen. M. Paleaz, in the Tuxpam oil fields, on account of the fact that it might 
result in the United States and her allies taking charge of all the Mexican 
oil fields, Gonzalez told Leckie to talk to Carranza about these matters and 
urge him to leave Paleaz alone at this time. 

“Leckie then stated he had several interviews with Carranza in regard to 
the fuct that Carranza had everything to gain and nothing to lose by declaring 
war on Germany, and also to under no circumstances at this time attempt to 
interfere with Gen. Paleaz in the Tuxpanm oil fields, and his principal argu- 
ment With Carranza was that if he attempted to attack Gen. Paleaz and run 
him out of the oil fields it would probably result in Gen. Paleaz or some of 
the Carranza troops setting fire to the oil fields or destroying property there, 
Which, as Leckie understood, it would result in Engiand asking the United 
States to take charge of the oil fields, due to the faet that England proposes to 
have the oil from there irrespective of consequences, 

“Leckie told me there was absolutely no doubt in his mind but that Car- 
ranza, and practically all of bis officials, had become convinced of the fact that 
they should declare war on Germany, and were about ready to do so at the 
time the Germans began their recent Italian drive, and he believed if this move 
en the part of Germany in Italy had not been made that by now Carranza 
would have declared war on Germany. 

“Leckie then said that after much quiet investigation on his part, and after 
Many talks with Gonzales and others, both for aud against the United States, 
there was no doubt in his mind but that the entire Mexican Army crowd has 
been bought up absolutely by German interests in .Mexico, and that these 
German interests are paying from time to time the prominent Mexican Army 
Oficers Jarge additional sums of money. 

“Leckie, however, is inclined to believe Carranza has and will continue to 
hold out for some time before he will even admit that he is considering any 
Pan which will result in Mexico breaking with Germany, Carranza hopes in 
the end to in this Way secure assurances of financial assistance from the 
United States.” 

lat that time disenssed with Leckie as to whether Carranza was in the pay 
of the German Government or not, and he stated he felt sure of the facet Car- 
ranza was not in the pay of Germany. If this is correct German money in 
Mexico is running short. 

You will remember in many of my reports for 1916 and 1917, regarding the 
Rosales Honduranian and other Central American revolutionary movements, 
l at that time was able to secure possession of the majority of the papers 
of Rosales, Peralta, and their associates, Which were sent forward to your de- 
partment to be photographed, In these papers were included letters from Car- 
Tanza, ©, Aguilar, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Gen. Obregon, Gen. Greene, 
Gen, Hill, and from many other prominent Mexican Government officials, which 
Prove they were implicated financially, politically, and otherwise in endeavor- 
ing through Rosales and Peraltn of the Honduranian revolutionary party, Gen. 
Castillo, Dr. Guzman, and others of the Guatemalan revolutionary parties, Dr, 
Julian Trias of the Nicaraguan revolutionary party, Dr. Daradona of the San 
Salvadoran revolutionary party, which proved that Carranza and his officials 
FXpected and hoped to be able through each of these revolutionary leaders in 
Sutra] Amerien to overthrow all of the present existing Central American 
wvernments and place in each of those country a revolutionary leader as 
President who would have been made president of each of those countries 
largely due to the financial and political support of Carranza and his officials. 
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As I see the Mexican situation to-day, am convinced of the fact that the 
money spent by Carranza through Gen. Maximo B. Rosales, Dr. Julian Irias, 
Dr. Daradona, Gen. Castillo, and others in endeavoring to overthrow the Central 
American Governments, as mentioned hereinbefore, Was German money that 
passed through Carranza’s hands for the purpose of establishing governments 
in Central America that would, if they bad been successful in their revolu- 
tionary efforts at that time, have given Germany the opportunity to-day in each 
of those countries that she (Germany) now has in Mexico. 

Your department being in possession of photographic copies of all of these 
original letters, likewise enables me to have the opportunity to show to Bonillas 
that the Mexican Government would be playing with the most dangerous fire 
if they in any way cooperated to any further extent with Germany, for in 
doing so if a break is thereby caused between Mexico and the United States, 
at that time it will be proven that Carranza had hoped and attempted to over- 
throw all of the present Central American Governments. The proof, no matter 
how positive it is, will in the end, I believe, not carry much weight in even 
making the people of Latin America have a friendly feeling for the United 
States. The only value of these documents, letters, etec., at the present time, 
would be to use as a club on Bonillas and Carranza. 

Carranza personally will not believe to any great extent, and pays but very 
little attention to the individual opinions or reports from his various Govern- 
ment officials. For instanee, if Ambassador Bonillas reported to Carranza 
that the feeling in the United States was very antagonistic toward Mexico, on 
account of pro-German activities in Mexico. Carranza would be inclined to con- 
sider this was simply a personal belief of Bonillas. 

However, as stated to Mr. Pike and yourself. believe that I will be able not 
only to have Bonillas send in reports to Carranza, but likewise can impress 
upon his various consuls and his friends and supporters throughout the United 
States that Mexico is playing with fire, in regard to their present pro-German 
attitude, and in my conversations with each of these various Mexican consuls 
that are scattered over the United States, I feel sure that I ean convince them 
of the fact that it is their duty to advise President Carranza of the feeling 
toward his Government in the United States. 

AS each and every one of the Mexican consuls in the United States are 
always anxious to send any information to Carranza, so that in this way he 
can convince Carranza of the fact they are on the job. and as each of these 
consuls after I have a straight talk with them will probably consider they have 
something important to report to Carranza and as I hope will report to him the 
talk that vour department or the State Department will want me to hand to the 
consuls, likewise that he, the consul, can hardly understand how Mexico ean 
expect the United States to eliminate all of the Mexican revolutionary leaders 
and their supporters in the United States, when in turn Mexico is allowing 
German activities of every kind, to the detriment of the United States, to exist 
in Mexico. 

My supposition is that each consul in his eagerness as he will think, te send 
something new and fresh in the way of information to Carranza, will send this 
information to Carranza as if it had been secured from observation. If my 
plan ean be successfully carried out believe Carranza, in this way will receive 
from 25 or 30 of his consuls likewise from his friends and supporters in the 
United States reports along these lines that will convince him of the fact that 
his present policy is a grave mistake. These reports reaching Carranza from 
such widely distributed points, and from a large number of his consuls, are 
bound to make an impression on him for he then will realize that it is not the 
mere idea or opinion of ene man. 

The thought may occur to you that these consuls will quote me as their source 
of information when making their reports to Carranza regarding this matter. 
This is hardly under any circumstances liable to happen due to the fact that 
these Mexican consuls never give eredit to any one for information furnished 
and to make an impression upon Carranza, will endeavor to make him believe 
they have worked very hard to secure their opinions nlong these lines. 

Another phase of this matter is that T will likewise throw a very stiff scare 
into all of these various Mexican consuls regarding the great danger to the 
Mexican Government existing at the present time caused by the reorganization 
of the Mexican revolutionary movement in the United States which I can prove 
to them is amply financed and in a position to be a most dangerous factor in 
eliminating Carranza and all of his followers in Mexico. This will Hkewise 
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be instantly reported to Carranza as the individual opinion of each of his con- 
suls. 

l also when I see Leckie during the latter part of this month or early in 
August at San Antonio, per my previous reports, will talk to him very straight 
in regard to the danger of the revolutionary movement against Mexico, and of 
the sentiment against Mexieo in this country in regard to their pro-German 
attitude, and as Leckie and all of his associates in the United States and 
Mexico are financially very heavily interested in their various Mexican invest- 
ments, it will result in Leckie likewise working on Carranza and hs prominent 
oficials, also through his Mexican Jaw partners of Mexico City and with 
Douglas, and I feel sure that between Leckie, Douglas and their associates in 
Mexico that Carranza through them will receive some very strong facts that 
may cause him to wake up. f 

As stated in my report of July 12, 191S, under the heading of “ Information 
pertaining to the present Mexican situation which I expect to obtain from Adam 
Teckie of Mexico City and Washington, D. ©.” I in that report forwarded the 
following information in part: 

“Leckie is, as mentioned in many of my previous reports, on very intimate 
terms With President Carranza of Mexico and Seeretary ©. Avguillar, Mexican 
minister of foreign affairs. He, therefore, is in a position to be thoroughly 
posted as to the true conditions in Mexico regarding the German situation in 
that country, likewise should be fully aware of the real Mexican sentiment re- 
guarding the United States at this time. 

“Leckie is the junior member of the Mexican law firm of Gonzalez, Roa, 
Carbajal & Leckie, with offices at Edificio del Banco de Londres, Mexico 18, 
Mexico City. Gonzales Roa, of Leekies firm, is general counsel for the 
National Railways System in Mexico, also clief associate counsel for the 
United Railways of Yucatan, also the Reguladora del Henequen of Yucatan. 
Likewise the department of agriculture, the Mexican Monetary Commission, 
also the commission of legislation, also director and professor of the University 
of Mexico, general attorney in Mexico for the Wells Fargo Express Co. and 
many other corporations. 

“Carbajal was the Carranza minister to Costa Rica and Nienaragua, likewise 
Minister plenipotentiary to Russia, later to the United Kingdom, After he re- 
turned to Mexico he occupied the position of under secretary of state and at 
the present time is the legal adviser for the Mexican finance department. 

“Teckie, therefore, on account of his partnership arrangement with these two 
Mexicans who L understand are very close personal friends of Caranza, like- 
Wise act as his personal legal and politica advisers, has given to Leckie un 
opportunity to secure probably more correct information pertaining to the true 
situation in Mexico than almost any other American.” 

Leckie, therefore, through his own influence, and that of his Mexican law part- 
hers, can talk to Carranza and his officials in such a way that it should be 
Productive of results with them. The services so rar rendered along ihe e 
lines by Leckie to the United States have been of great help and value to our 
Government, 

Another part of this proposed plan is for me to request each agent of your 
department in every town that bas a Mexican Consul to earefully select three 
or four of the most reliable American business and professional men of known 
loyalty in that town and who have never had any connection with the varieus 
Mexican factions. These men could be, for instance, a prominent preacher, 
banker, doctor, lawyer, or of any business provided he met our requirements 
as to his general reputation and loyalty to the United States, 

After your local agent picked these men and they had been checked up to 
the limit, your agent and myself would see each man we had selected and ex- 
Plain to him that the Mexican situation was rather critical and that we 
Wanted him in some manner to begin to cultivate the Mexican Consul in his 
town, apparently cultivating him for personal or business reasons, likewise 
inviting the Consul to his home and club for social atfairs, and in many other 
Ways putting the Consul under personal and social obligations to him. Inoa 
few weeks the friendship between these business men and the Consul should 
have developed to the extent that the business men could then begin to drift 
into conversations with the Consul regarding the Mexican situation. After 
that the Americans could begin to lay their plans to press into the Consul’g 
brain that the United States is, after all, Mexico's best friend and that Mexico 

h such American propaganda talk to the Mexican Consuls and other iriends 
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and supporters of the present Mexican Government in the United States, being 
scientifically showered on these Mexicans and in such a manner as to not over- 
play the proposition, felt sure that all of this in the end would reach Carranza 
and his officials from his consuls, and as direct information and opinions of 
his consuls. 

This plan is along the lines of my own propaganda work direct to the Mex- 
iean Consuls, as outlined in detail on pages T and 8 of this report. 

Believe if I am given the opportunity to try this plan out in connection with 
the plan regarding my talk to the Mexican consuls and friends and supporters 
in this country as mentioned hereinbefore, that I am capable of handling same, 
so that it may produce some results which may be of value to the United 
States. i 

$y &mSiantly keeping in close personal contact with each of the American 
business men and professional men selected for this propaganda work I ean 
keep them bustling to produce results, or each of your local agents can do so 
on direct instructions from your department. 

It is almost impossible to put in a report details of such propaganda work, 
but it can, I feel sure. be very easily and suecessfully worked out in person. 

The same class of propaganda work can be successfully carried out by trusted 
Americans in Mexico, 

I personally stated several times to Mr. Pike that as I understand the Mexi- 
ean, Central American, and South American situation, that Germany if she 
ean force this country to have a break with Mexico is thereby deliberately 
forcing the United States to play into her (Germany’s) hand. 

My interpretation of this supposition is that if we have a break with 
Mexico, and declare war on her, or were forced to send troops in to pacify that 
country, insomuch as all of the citizenship of South America, Central America, 
and Mexico total approximately 95,000,000 people, all of whom are of Span- 
ish or Latin blood, and therefore clannish to the core, and that if Germany 
therefore ean force the United Stotes to intervene in Mexico or Germany 
would try to convince them to pick a row with us, Germany in doing +9 
plays one of her most successful trump cards, for after the present European 
war is ended our trouble with Mexico, if we have it, will enable Germany's 
financial and commercial interest to have more than a fair chance to secure 
a foothold commerciatly in South America, Central America, and Mexico, using 
as an opportunity to do so that the United States declared war on Mexico, 
which, according to the Mexican and Latin American race, would, as Germany 
would try to convince them. was a direct insult to the Spanish-speaking people 
of Central America, South America, and Mexico. 

We, in this way. as I see and understand it, would give Germany an oppor- 
tunity to secure a foothold after the war that under no circumstances should 
Germany be allowed to have in Latin America and Mexico. 

My supposition can be oftset by the statement that if the United States was 
in a position to present to the people of Mexico, Central America, and South 
America absolute proof of Mexico's cooperation with Germany and that such 
proof in turn would kill Germany's opportunity to extend her commerce after 
the war in the countries mentioned. 

Proof or no proof, as I see and understand it, knowing the Latin Americans 
as I do, it would be of very little weight with them. 

Iam firmly convinced of the fact that it is my duty to recommend as strong as 
J possibly can that in one way or the other whether playing the cards above or 
under the table that the present Mexican situation be won by diplomacy. 

If, as a matter of fact, my supposition is correct and that is I am absolutely 
convineed of the fact that Germany to-day owns and controls the policy of the 
present Mexican Government, she certainly won it diplomatically or finan- 
cially, and if such is the case the United States should likewise diplomatically 
or financially try te undo Germany's gain there and secure possession of 
Mexico along the same lines that Germany did. 

IP APTER ALL FINANCIAL, DIPLOMATIC, AND PROPAGANDA FF- 
FORTS CAN NOT WIN MEXICO OVER TO THE UNITED STATES. THEN 
IN THAT EVENT EVEN IF THE UNITED STATES HURTS HERSELF 
COMMERCIALLY IN LATIN AMERICA FOR TIIE NEXT FIFTY YEARS. 
THE UNITED STATES SHOULD IRRESPECTIVE OF HER PROSPECTIVE 
LOSS COMMERCIALLY IN CENTRAL AND SOUTIT AMERICA AT ONCE 
INTERVENE IN MENICO AND HOLD TES CONTROL ON MEXICO FOR 
SEVERAL YEARS AFTER THE EUROPEAN WAR ENDS, SO THAT IN 
THIS WAY GERMANY WOULD HAVE ABSOLUTELY NO OPPORTUNITY 
TO DO ANY BUSINESS IN MEXICO. 
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It isa very hard matter to cover in detail all points pertaining to the various 
suggestions mentioned in this report, but feel sure that my past record with 
your department in regard to producing results in Central American and 
Mexican affairs entitles me to have the opportunity to endeavor to work these 
plans out and which may be productive of results. 

The information I am furnisbing to the Mexican Government at the present 
time, per my previous reports, in regard to the activities of the various Mexican 
revolutionary groups in the United States has been so arranged that it will 
thoroughly convince Carranza of the fact that at the present time the reorgan- 
izal revolutionary movement of his Mexican political enemies and their asso- 
cates in the United States, which is a combination of every faction opposed to 
Carranza, and who have joined the new combination, is so well organized, 
equipped, and financed that when it begins to successfully operate that the 
chances are more than even they will have an excellent opportunity to over- 
throw the present Mexican Government. 

I expect in this way to be able to probably open up the way to force Bonillas 
to make some proposition to the State Department whieh in turn might 
give them the opportunity to force a trade on Bonillas. 

My present plans in regard to carrying out the proposed propositions men- 
tioned hereinbefore, Likewise the plans in ney report of July 19, under the 
heading of “Pian proposed by me in regard to capturing German military 
spies in Mexiean and Texas towns along the border,” is to leave New Orleans 
during the first week of August with Godehaux aud A. T. Howell, and this trip 
will take me to Houston, Galveston, San Antonio, Brownsville, BI Paso. Laredo, 
Corpus Christi, Del Rio, Eagle Pass, and a few other border towns in Toxas; 
Phoenix, Tueson, Nogales, and other towns in Arizona; several border towns in 
New Mexico. Los Angeles, Califa, and a few other points where Mexiean con- 
süls are located. Believe that I will, as opportunities under Circumstances 
Which may develop as this trip progresses, be able to continue to have sent 
through various consuls of the Mexican Government, likewise tbrough their 
strong friends and supporters of Mexico in the United Stites, a volume of in- 
formation which will never be traced back to me, and which, in the end, will 
give Carranza many things to think over and whieh may be productive of 
beneficial results to the United States. 

I feel sure all of this information reaching Carranza from bis various con- 
Suls, his friends, and supporters regarding the activities of his revolutionary 
enemies in the United States, likewise the other propaganda work mentioned 
hereinhefore, will probably frighten him into at ieast cooperating with the 
United States in regard to elimination of some of the activities of the Germans 
in Mexico, 

As my last trip to Mexico and along the border int April and May, 1918, 
Was productive of considerable results regarding Mexican and other matters, 
bart of which I secured from Mexican officials. believe that this trip will like- 
Wise be productive. If my proposed trip meets with your approval will grently 
appreciate having you advise me immediately regarding whatever instructions 
you may desire to give me. 

If the time ever comes, and the ehances are more than 50 per cent that it 
May happen, whereby Germany's hand in Mexico, by force, should he forever 
‘rushed by the United States and at the same time the people of Mexico, as a 
Whole, be taught to respect the lives and property of Americans in Mexico, 
then in that event, knowing Mexico as I do, I ask that I will be remembered 
T assigned to the intelligence force in the first expedition that lands in 
MEXIC), 


(Cresse code name for Jones.) 


Confidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice re break alleged to have 
occurred between Carranza and Gen. Obregon, 
NEW ORLEANS, LA., September 26, 1918. 
Understand within the last four or five weeks Carranza and Obregon have 
hot been on friendly terms and that they are now on the verge of an absolute 
Open break, which, if it has not already occurred, will become a reality now 
almost any moment. 
he feeling between Carranza and Obregon for the last year, while ap- 
parently in the open was extremely friendly, nevertheless, Obregon, who has 
always felt that he was the logical candidate for the presidency of Mexico in 
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the next Mexican presidential elections, which are to be held in September 20, 
1920, has realized, so his friends and supporters claim, that during the last 
year Carranza has been doing everything he possible could to secretly teur 
down and destroy the presidential aspirations of Obregon. 

Understand that the reasons for the open break which is now said to exist 
between Carranza and Obregon, were caused by Carranza giving amnesty to 
Pedro Ojeda, who is an old federal general and who is Known from one end of 
Mexico to the other to be one of the bitterest personal and political enemies of 
Gen. Obregon. 

At the time Carranza extended his amnesty to Gen. Ojeda. Obregon at that 
time is said to have written Carranza and likewise made the statement to his 
friends and supporters that Carranza had forgotten the fact when he (Car- 
ranza) came to the State of Sonora after he had been defeated in the State 
of Coahuila, he was without food, clothes, and even without shoes, and at that 
time he (Carranza) asked the people of Sonora to help him. Obregon has 
also told Carranza and his friends that whatever Carranza was or had been, 
he (Obregon) and his friends and supporters had really made Carranza. 

Obregon is also said to have told Carranza that he was fully aware of Car- 
ranza'’s Work and plans in regard to double-crossing him in the next presidential 
elections. 

It is also said that Carranza now fully realizes his mistake in openly offend- 
ing Obregon at this time. and to offset this mistake has offered, as President of 
Mexico, amnesty to all of the old federals and has asked and urged them to 
return to Mexico. 

Among the old federal revolutionary sympathizers in the United States, and 
this also applies to the friends and sympathizers of Gen. Obregon, it is believed 
by them that this is a plan of Carranza to rally around for himself as much 
support as he can secure from the old federal revolutionists, and if he can 
accomplish this, then, in that event, it may offset to a great extent his split 
with Obregon. 

Under date of July 16, 1918, I forwarded report entitled “ Presidential candi- 
dates in the next presidential elections and serious Mexiean situation which 
may arise from same at that time.” Respectfully refer you to this report as 
mentioned for full details in regard to the plans and allegiances that Obregon 
has and is making to offset the work of Carranza in regard to defeating Obre- 
gon in the next presidential elections, 

Tf the present break between Carranza and Obregon grows, it will result 
Within the next few months in Obregon undoubtedly starting a revolutionary 
movement against Carranza. 

As mentioned in my report of July 16, regarding the next Mexican presi- 
dential elections, Obregon alrendy is on friendly and intimate terms with Este 
ban Cantu, governor of Lower California, who has, so it is said, promised his 
supnort to Obregon. 

(Cresse code name for Jones.) 


Contidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice re plan proposed by me 
in regard to capturing German consuls and German military spies in Mexican 
and Texas towns along the border. 

NEW ORLEANS, La., July 19, 1918. 

As mentioned to Mr. Pike and yourself (Chief Bielaski), during my last trip 
to Washington in June, 1998, I believe my proposed plan in regard to eliwi- 
nating some of the most active German consuls and German military spies IN 
various Mexican towns across from United States territory is feasible and coi- 
tains more than a fair chance of being successfully carried out. 

As stated to you in person, many of the Mexican towns gong the border, 
such as Matamoros, Nuevo Laredo, Piedras Negras, Juarez, and many other 
towns of the same Class, and farther down in Mexico have, since the United 
States entered the war, given the German consuls in those towns, assisted by 
German military and naval officers, the opportunity to secure from the towns 
in the United States across the border a great deal of information which they 
undoubtedly have cousidered valuable, and which likewise may have been 
harmful to the interests of the United States. 

A concrete example of the activities of the Germans along these lines i$ 
that of the German consul at Nuevo Laredo, Mexico, who has been assisted in 
his work there for Germany by a Capt. Winsch and a certain Herman Ruck- 
heim, as Mentioned in my previous reports, 


r 


| 
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The following plan in regard to eliminating the above-mentioned parties can 
be, I believe, successfully carried out by me, with the assistance of Godehaux 
and one or two other parties. 

On account of my present friendly, official, and personal connection with the 
Mexican Government, I can secure for myself and for those it might be neces- 
sary to have assist me, credentials from the Mexican Government which will 
enable me to come and go into Mexico without interference from their officials, 

Believe it is possible for Godchaux and myself, likewise others I may use to 
personally work our way into the confidence of several of the German consuls 
along the border, likewise some of their ‘military spies on the Mexican side 
of the river, and hope to be able to a certain extent by feeding them from 
tine to time a line of fake military or naval information, same to be furnished 
by the Bureau of Army Intelligence or your department and whieh would be 
of no harm to the United States, and of no value to them. Believe that in this 
way, due to their desire to secure information, that [ean at least gain sufficient 
of their confidence to have them at a certain time meet me a few miles out of 
the particular Mexican town that is their headquarters, ostensibly meeting 
We at such place to secure from me at that time a lot of important military- 
Maps, ete, and if such a meeting is carried out on the Mexican side of the 
river, then spies In that event would simply Knock out or kidnap the German 
consul or military spy, shove him over the river onto United States territory, 
and they would then be turned over to our Army oflicers. 

The thought may occur to you that the prisoner would put up a yell that he 
had been kidnaped from Mexican territory: however, if he did. in that event it 
would be his own fault, for when he woke up he would be on United States 
territory. 

Another part of the plan is to run in Godchaux and other ringers on these 
German consuls and military spies, letting these ringers for several weeks feed 
them a line of phony information, until they had secured their confidence, and 
then at a later date make arrangements to meet the Germans three or four miles 
out of towns on the American side of the river, and if such a meeting can be 
arranged, as I believe it can be, then in that event the Germans could be enught 
on United States territory, or if for some reason the German or Germans would 
hot leave the Mexican town it is quite possible that they could be drugged, or 
knocked on the head in their office or on an automobile ride and then taken 
Over the river into the United States. 

Furthermore, am satistied of the fact that a great deal of the information that 
is reaching German consuls and German military spies in Mexico and on the 
border js going to them from Mexicans and others who are operating on the 
United States side of the river. l 

The chances are even that L also may be able to likewise open up leads which 
May enable me to learn of the identity of these spies for Germany on the 
American side of the river. 

Another part of this proposed plan is that Andres Garcia, Chief of the 
Mexican Secret Service, nud Inspector General of Mexican Consulates, who is 
as cold as a piece of ice, and who considers human life of no value if it stands 
in the way of producing results for his department, he, therefore, will go to an 
extreme to make a showing with President Carranza. 

Believe I can propose to Garcia, Who has a certain amount of confidence in 
me, and is Hkewise convinced that I can be of value to his government, that 
It would be an excellent idea to surrender to me several of the most notorious 
German spies along the border, and in turn at the time these Germans are 
turned over to me, that I will likewise deliver to him several of the revolutionary 
leaders on the border that Mexico is very anxious to get. 

As far as the Government of Mexico is concerned, do not believe they would 
eater into an arrangement of this kind, but feel sure of the faet that Garcia in 
his desire to make a showing to the Mexiean Government will enter into plan 
With me, whereby if I ean deliver to him a few of these prominent Mexican 
Tevolutionists, that he likewise at the same time, will turn over to me several 
of the most prominent German spies in Mexico. Of course as far as Garcia 
Would ever know, the United States would in no way have any connection 
With such a plan. I would simply tell Garcin here, you want to do something 
or your country and I do also for mine, let’s arrange a trade of this kind, 
you kidnap a few of these Germans for me and I likewise will kiduap a few 
of the Mexican revolutionary leaders you want. 

I am putting this proposal plan in the form of a report, as per your request. 
he only assistance I will need is to bave the subrosa cooperation from your 
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agents along the border, who in turn in a quiet way at the proper time can, if 
necessary, secure the assistance of the Army Intelligence Bureau. 

AS stated to you in person if at any time this proposed plan resulted in my 
becoming involved in Mexico or anything personally Lappening to me, nothing 
would ever be known about it as far as our Government is concerned, Further- 
more, handling the matter as suggested, as far as the United States is com 
cerned, they officially would have nothing to do with the matter, therefore, in 
ho way Would they be involved in same, provided in some way I might blunder. 

I have handled for your department practically all of the matters pertuning 
to the Honduranan, Nicaraguan, San Salvadoran and Guatemalan Central 
American revolutionary movements for the last three years, likewise a very 
large percentage of all of the inside information pertaining to the activities 
of the Felicista Mexiean revolutionary matter, and a great deal of the informa- 
tion furnished to your department regarding the Villista and other Mexican 
revolutionary matters were obtained through me, likewise many others matters, 
and to date I have so far successfully handled these matters with but few mis- 
takes, therefore feel sure that my past record in regard to producing results 
entitles me to have the opportunity to at least attempt to eliminate to a certiin 
extent the activities of the German consuls and German military spies along 
the border. 

It is ahnost impossible to convey complete plans or ideas in a report regard- 
ing a matter of this kind, for as a rule such plans have to be worked our as 
the matter develops, and as per conditions pertaining to the local situation 
where the case is handled. 

Tt is also possible as this proposed plan develops in the future that it may 
open up the opportunity to eliminate in one way or the other many of the 
German spies in the interior of Mexico that you stated you were very anxious 
to get possession of. 

I feel absolutely sure of the fact that I can secure some results along these 
lines and will greatly appreciate having you give me the opportunity to try 
to do so. 

(Cresse code name for Jones.) . 


Confidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice re request for informa- 
tion from chief us to name of Germans in Mexico, 


NEW ORLEANS, LA., July 31, 1918. 

While discussing with you in Washington the German situation in Mexico, 
and details of my plans in regard to capturing several of the German military 
spies along the Mexican border, you mentioned the fact that there were several 
Germans in the interior of Mexico that your department were very anxious te 
get possession of, 

If my suggestions meet with your approval in that event, will greatly appre 
ciate having you send me the names and addresses of the Germans in the in- 
terior of Mexico that your department is interested in, for it may be possible 
that I might be able to secure the elimination of these Germans that your 
department is interested in. 

Will greatly appreciate having vou definitely advise me through your New 
Orleans office at the earliest: possible date regarding this matter, so I can £0 
ahead with my plans regarding this proposition. 

(Cresse code name for Jones.) 


Confidential report by Cresse to Department of Justice re American Army 
officer stationed at EI Paso, Tex., visiting the German consul three times 
in one week at Juarez, Mexico. 

New Ortrans, La., May 13, 1918. 


On the morning of April 19 secured information from Andrew Garcia, Caf- 
‘ranza consul at El Paso, Tex., that an Ameican Army oflicer whose name 
understood was either Lieutenant or Captain Hughler (am not certain that 
this name is correct), bad during the last six or seven days crossed the Inter- 
national bridge at Ie} Paso and called on each of his trips on the German 
consul at Juarez, Mexico. I could not press Garcia too strongly for details 
regarding the visits of this American Army officer to the German consul at 
Juarez. 
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Just before going to your local office at El Paso to report this matter to MT. 
Jones your special agent at El Paso, learned that Col. Willard, United States 
Army intelligence officer at El Paso, had likewise secured a lead or information 
regarding the United States Army oflicer who had called on the German consul 
at Juarez Gave all of the information I had to Mr. Jones, and asked him if 
Col. Willard had likewise reported the matter to him. Mr. Jones told me be 
had not, 

Being on friendly terms with Garcia, telephoned him from Jones's office, and 
asked if Col, Willard had seen himn in regard to this Army officer, and Garcia 
told me he had. 

The first that vour El Paso office heard of this matter was from me, and 
which shows complete lack of cooperation and assistance that should be ex- 
tended by Col. Willard and his office to your representative at DI Paso, Also 
understand this is not the first instanee regarding lack of cooperation from Col. 
Willard’s office to your El Paso oflice. 


TESTIMONY OF MR. N. T. JONES. 


(The witness was duly sworn by the chairman.) 

The CHarrMAN. You may state your name. 

Mr. Jones, N. T. Jones. 

The Cuairman. Mr. Jones, you are a brother of the witness who 
has been testifying, Charles E. Jones? 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrMan. In the work that he has been doing. as he has tes- 
tified, have you generally accompanied him and assisted him in such 
work? 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrmManx, You are familiar then with the work which he 
and you have been doing and to which he has testified ? 

Mr. Joxes. Yes, sir. 

The Cramman. Have you heard his statements here? 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. 

The Crtairnman, And are they. of your knowledge, true? 

Mr. Jones. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Is there anything in addition to what he has 
stated which you care to state for the record ? 

Mr. Jones. No, sir. He has covered the ground very fully. and I 
can swear to the truth and correctness of all the statements he has 
made from my own personal knowledge. 

The Cramrman. You were present with him at these conversations 
Which he has testified to with the Mexiean ambassador, Bonillas, in 
this city 2 

Mr, JONES. Yes, sir; also at all conversations with De Negri, Se- 
gun, and all other conferences with Mexican officials that he has tes- 
tified to. 

The Cuatrman. How does it happen that you gentlemen have 
been present together at these conferences? 

Ir. Jonrs. Well, we were both very much interested in the whole 
matter, and we have always made it a habit to have a witness in 
securing any information from any of these Mexicans, either one of 
ourselves or some other outside witness, 

The Cuairman. Was there possibly a thought that the Jones 
family might last longer if you traveled together ? 

Ír. Jones. Yes, sir; there have been some threats made, and we 
thought it would probably be better if we traveled in pairs. 
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The CHamrMan. I believe that is all, Mr. Jones. I thank you very 
much. 

The committee will adjourn until to-morrow afternoon at half 
past 2. l l 

(Whereupon. at 1.15 p. m.. the committee adjourned until Wednes- 
day, May 19, 1920, at 2.30 o’clock p. m.) 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, 
OFFICE OF DIVISION SUPERINTENDENT. 
NEW York Crtry, December 21, 1918. 
N. T. Jones, Esq., 
Special Aycut of the Department of Justice, 
New York, N.Y. 

Drar Sik: December 31 will mark the closing of my service in the department 
and the end of a happy year I have spent in the association with you in the 
New York district. I wish to thank you personally for the eflicient, earnest, 
and loval help vou have given to the department, the New York division, and 
to me during this period. Your part in helping to win the World War has been 
no small one., and to vou more than to me is due credit for the excellent results 
this otlice has attained. 

I wish you a Merry. Merry Christmas and the best of success for the New 
Year. 

Yours, sincerely, 
CHas. DEWoopy, 
Division Superintendent. 
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INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, Washington. 


Hon. ALBERT B. FALL, 
Chairman Subcommittee to Investigate Mexican Affairs, 
Committee on Foreign Relations, United States Senate. 

Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of September 6, 
1919, reading as follows: Load 

“The Subcommittee of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee investigating 
Mexican affairs hopes to begin hearings at once. There will be called certain wit- 
m whose testimony will be along the lines of the business and petroleum interests 
in Mexico. 

“With this end in view, if it is not inconsistent with the best interests of the Govern- 
ment, the committee desires that you furnish it with information in regard to all 
protesta to the Mexican Government or to any Mexican official, as to any law or pro- 
posed law, or decree, affecting American rights in Mexico, and especially affecting 
petroleum. Also, the committee will be grateful if your A apse can furnish in 
addition to the copies of the protests, copies of the replies of the Mexican Government 
or of any Mexican official thereto.” 

In reply I have the honor to inclose herewith, copies of 37 documents on the subject 
of Mexican decrees affecting the rights of American oil interests in Mexico. Addi- 
tional papers on other subjects relating to Mexican affairs will be sent to you as soon 
as the copies have been made. 

I have the honor to be, sir, 


Your obedient servant, i . 
ILLIAM PHILLIPS, 


Acting Secretary of Slate. 


Inclosures: Correspondence between Secretary of State and American diplomatic 
and consular officers in Mexico. (37 documents, Nos. 1 to 37). 


Vera Cruz, Mexico, June 28, 1914. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington. 

Wireless from Tampico: ‘‘June 27,8 p.m. Local authorities have been ordered to 
strictly enforce decree for collection of oil-production tax in Mexican gold or in 
United States currency at rate of two for one. Most companies have paid, but some 
have not as they regard it unjust to arbitrarily enforce rate of exchange of two for one 
when prevailing rate is about three for one. Orders have been received not to allow 
ships to be dispatched if production tax is not paid and same rules probably will be 
applied in cases of bar dues. Companies do not complain of amount of production 
tax which is rate provided by law under Madero administration instead of 75-cent 
Tate by decree of Gen. Huerta. They feel that it is unjust for authorities not to 
accept constitutionalists currency or at least accept New York exchange at prevailing 
Tate. Total of bar dues and production tax under present administration 1s 70 cents 

exican or 35 cents American currency. Under preceding administration was $1.25 or 
about 42 cents American currency, but present eras of fixing exchange rate is 
regarded as arbitrary and illegal and companies believe instead of ships being detained 
on account of nonpayment such charges pending decision of legality of same that some 
method should be adopted which will permit shipments to continue and at same 


e protect interests of both Government and shippers. Miller.” 
CANADA. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, June 29, 1914. 
American Consut, 
Brownsville, Tex. 
Forward to: Geo. C. Carothers, Monterey 
Call on Consul General Hanna and ask to be shown departments June 26, 5 p. m., 


regarding La Barra taxes. , er 
present to Gen. Carranza in the strongest possible manner the injustice of these 


demands in refusing to accept Constitutionalists currency or at least accept New 
ork exchange at prevailing rates. or 
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Companies believe instead of ships being detained on account of nonpayment 
such charges pending decision, that some plan should be adopted which will permit 
shipments to continue, and at same time protect Government and shippers. 


Bryan. 


Monterey, Mexico, July 5, 1914. 
SECRETARY OF STATE, 


Washington: 


Very favorable answers have been received from the secretary of hacienda relative 
to my representatives made to Gen. Carranza in behalf of the Huasteca Oil Co., the 
matter of exchange, kind of money to be accepted, clearance of oil ships, and Amer- 
ican oil interests. I have telegraphed Consul Miller at Tampico. 


ConsuL GENERAL HANNA. 


Vera Cruz, Mexico, July 9, 1914. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 


Washington, D. C.: 


Wireless from Tampico: ‘“‘July 8, 8 p. m. Department’s July 6, 7 p. m. Local 
authorities have not yet received order to accept New York exchange at prevailing 
rate. Same order should be sent Tuxpam authorities, as production tax in Panuco 
Topila fields must be paid in Tuxpam July 15. As banks are not open will probabl 
be difficult to determine prevailing rate of exchange. While this rule, if enforced, 
will not end all discrimination in favor of Tuxpam as against Tampico, it will reduce 
the amount of that discrimination as much as the difference between the prevailing 
rate of exchange and the arbitrary rate of two for one. There will be no further com- 
plaint if this ruling is fairly put into effect. Miler.” 

CANADA, 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, July 10, 1914. 
AMERICAN CONSUL GENERAL, 
Monterey, Mexico: 


Yours July 5,8a.m. On July 4 Canova telegraphed from Saltillo that secretary of 
Hacienda had directed port authorities at Tampico to accept New York exchange at 
prevailing gold rate and to facilitate movement of shipping. | 

Consul at Tampico telegraphs July 8 that local port authorities had not received 
orders said to have been issued by secretary of Hacienda. He says the orders should 
also be issued to Tuxpam authorities, as production tax in Panuco-Topila fields must 
be paid in Tuxpam July 15. As banks are not open will probably be difficult to de- 
termine prevailing rate of exchange. | 

Point out to Gen. Carranza the injustice of authorities declining to accept consti- 
tutionalist currency, in view of decree No. 21, dated February 28, 1914, and signed 
bv Venustiano Carranza, making it obligatory upon officials as well as the public to 
accept constitutionalist currency. Department understands this decree has never 
been repealed. Earnestly endeavor to arrange with Carranza for the acceptance of 
this currency in payment of la barra and other taxes. If banks at Tampico were open 
New York exchange could be conveniently arranged. As they are closed, it is prac- 
tically impossible. 

BRYAN. 


SALTILLO, Mexico, July 11, 1914. 
SECRETARY OF STATE, 
Washington: l 
Yours July 10, 7 p. m., referred to [Hanna?] Villarreal, being in Monterey. Office 
here assures me orders were sent to accept. New York exchange at prevailing gol 
rates, and it has telegraphed Villarreal substance of your message. on 
ANOVA, 


Vera Cruz, Mexico, July 17, 1914. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington: 


Wireless from Tampico: “July 17, 10 a. m. Department’s July 16, 10 a. m. 
Authorities absolutely refuse to accept any rate except two for one, which they claim 
is prevailing rate for Mexican gold. Absolutely no concessions have been made 12 
response to action of Department State in matter. Miller.” ET 

ANADA. 
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MonTEREY, Mexico, July 18, 1914. 
SECRETARY OF STATE, 
Washington: 

Following is transmitted for Vice Consul Silliman: ‘‘July 18, 8 p.m. Yours July 
15,9 p.m. Consul Miller is still at his post. After conference with secretary of 
finance this afternoon and with reference to Consul General Hanna’s of July 16, 3 

. m., matter of payment of export duties at Tampico appears to reduce to this: The 

sis of charge is the Mexican gold peso. Constitutionalists claim that it is only fair 
that products sold for gold should pay their taxes in gold; further they claim that 
they are justified in limiting the extent to which their money shall be used as legal 
tender if Mexican gold is not available New York exchange which is thought to be 
easily obtainable in Tampico will be accepted as a convenience. Those who need 
it must make their own arrangements for it. If they buy it with Constitutionalist 
or other money they must pay what the sellers demand. Silliman.” 

CONSUL GENERAL HANNA. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, January 19, 1916. 
Consul Joun R. SILLIMAN, 
Queretaro, Mexico: 

Department reliably informed de facto authorities contemplate issuing a decree 
providing for the nationalization of petroleum, which, if we are correctly informed, 
would affect most seriously the interests of numerous American citizens and other 
foreigners who have heretofore engaged in the business of producing and selling 
petroleum in Mexico. Point out to Gen. Carranza in unequivocal terms the dangerous 
situation which might result from the issuance of any decree of a confiscatory char- 
acter. Request that definitive action be delayed until department shall have had 
opportunity to examine proposed decree, and mail copy thereof to department. 

LANSING. 


QUERETARO, January 21, 1916. 
SECRETARY oF STATE, 
Washington: 

opamnentis January 19, 4 p. m., information concerning nationalization of 
petroleum. 

The secretary in charge of the department informed me this afternoon the Govern- 
ment is not contemplating such a decree. On the contrary, he showed me a contract 
Just sizned with an American firm for the construction of about 60 kilometers of oil 


Pipe line in the Tuxpam district. 
SILLIMAN. 


QUERETARO, MEXICO, January 26, 1916. 
BECRETARY oF STATE, 
Washington: 

Department’s January 19, 4 p. m., and department's January 22. 

Nationalization of petroleum. 

In accordance with department’s wishes, subject was taken up personally with Gen. 
Carranza. He informed me this morning: ‘‘The Government is not contemplating 

e issuance of a decree nationalizing the petroleum industry.” This confirms state- 


Ment to me by Subsecretary Rouaix. 
SILLIMAN, 


JANUARY 22, 1917. 


CHarLes PARKER, Esq., 
Representing American Interests, 
Queretaro, Mexico: 

The department's attention has been called to certain proposed provisions relating 
to rights of foreigners in Mexico, which provisions, it appears, the convention in ses- 
ion at Queretaro has decided to incorporate into the Mexican Constitution. 

The first paragraph of article 27, relating to the expropriation of private property, 
appears to confer on the Executive the power to determine, without any legislative 
authority and without any judicial recourse being afforded to property owners to pro- 


e 
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tect their rights, the necessity or utility of property, the condemnation of which, to 
him, may seem advisable. The vesting of such extensive powers in the Executive 
appears objectionable. It would seem desirable that at least the question as to 
whether property is taken for a public purpose should always be subject to judicial 
review. 

The seventh paragraph of the same article provides that civil and commercial com- 
panies may not own and operate for themselves properties of an area greater than that 
absolutely necessary for the accomplishment of the purposes of their creation, and 
that the executive shall in every case determine the appropriate area. The objection 
to a provision so capable of capricious application appears evident. The precise 
conditions under which the power vested ın the executive may be exercised are not 
defined. No safeguards are afforded against unwise or arbitrary executive acte. The 
fact that purchases would seemingly in all cases be subject to executive sanction 
would alone appear to show the impossibility of any proper practicable application 
of such a provision. While it is hardly to be supposed that it is intended to give this 

rovision retroactive effect, should this be done such action would apparently result 
in confiscation of property rights vested under existing laws and treaty stipulations, 
since no provision is made for compensation for property taken and since property 
would evidently not under such conditions be taken in the proper exercise of the 
right of expropriation. 

Article 28, providing that there shall be no exemption from taxation would 
apparently, if improperly given a retroactive effect, impair the obligation of 
contracts of many foreign corporations now operating under agreements, concluded 
either with the Mexican Federal Government or with the Mexican States, which 
provide for certain exemptions from taxation for periods that have not yet expired. 

By the first and second paragraphs of article 33, it ia provided that the executive 
may expel from the country forthwith and without judicial process any foreigners whose 

resence he may deem inadvisable, and that there shall be no appeal from his decree. 

hese provisions apparently confer authority on the executive to expel foreigners 
without regard for the general practice of nations, which confines the exercise of the 
power of expulsion to cases in which just cause for the exercise of this harsh measure 
are clearly shown. The express power of the executive to expel, for reasons satis- 
factory to himself, aliens who have been permitted to enter Mexico, would seemingly 
place all aliens in that country in a position of insecurity and would appear to be at 
variance with the apparently growing tendency of nations to restrict the exercise of 
this right with a view to affording safeguards against the expulsion of aliens in an ar- 
bitrary manner inconvistent with the proper protection of their just rights and with a 
view to the observance of the rules of international comity. ‘ 

The third paragraph of article 33 provides that foreigners may not acquire real estate 
unless they shall declare their intention to waive their citizenship and the protection 
of their governments in all matters appertaining to the property. The Government 
of the United States has, in the past, made clear, as doubtless have other nations, that 
it can not concede the right of Mexico to limit, by its municipal law, this Government's 
right of intervention to protect the rights of its citizens residing or sojourning in that 
country, nor concede that waivers such as those referred to in this provision can annul 
the relations of citizens to their own government and extinguish the obligation of this 
Government to cea its citizens in Mexico. In so far as the proposed provision 
would hamper the transfer to another foreigner of foreign-owned lands, it would a 
parently in a sense be confiscatory of rights enjoyed by the foreign owner from the 
time of his acquisition of the property. 


{ Paraphrase.) 


You are instructed to bring the foregoing immediately to the attention of Gen. 
Carranza, and state that the provisions above mentioned seem to indicate a proposed 
policy toward foreigners which is fraught with possible grave consequences affecting 
the commercial and political relations of Mexico with other nations. Further, that 
the American Government can not acquiesce in any direct confiscation of foreign- 
owned propertics in Mexico or indirect contiscation. You will bring to the attention 
of Gen. Carranza the department’s earnest desire that he give these matters his care- 
ful consideration with a view to avoiding the possibility of the disturbance of hitherto 

leasant relations existing between the two governments, and with a view to avoiding 
uture serious difficulties under the proposed constitution with any government 
organized under It. 
LANSING. 
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PouticAL CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF MEXICO, SIGNED JANUARY 31, 
1917, AND PROMULGATED FEBRUARY 5, 1917. 


[Translated for the Mexican Review by H. N. Branch.] 
TITLE I, CHAPTER I.—THE RIGHTS OF MAN. 


ArticLe 1. Every person in the United States of Mexico shall enjoy all rights pre- 
acribed by this constitution; these rights shall neither be abridged nor suspended ex- 
ceptin such cases and under such conditions as herein provided. 

Art. 2. Slavery is forbidden in the United States of Mexico. Slaves who set foot 
upon the national territory shall by this very act recover their freedom and enjoy the 
protection of the law. re 

Art. 3. Instruction is free; that given in public institutions of learning shall be 
nonsectarian, Primary instruction, whether higher or lower, given in private insti- 
tutions shall likewise be nonsectarian. l 

No religious corporation nor minister of any religious creed shall be permitted to 
establish or direct schools of primary instruction. 

Private primary schools may be established only subject to official supervision. 

Primary instruction in public institutions shall be free. 

Arr. 4. No person shall be prevented from engaging in any profession, industrial, 
or commercial pursuit or occupation which he may deem fit, provided it be lawful. 
The exercise of this liberty may only be forbidden by judicial order when the rights 
of marl ea are infringed, or by executive order, issued under the conditions 
prescribed by law, when the rights of society are affected. Noone shall be deprived 
of the fruit of his labor except by judicial decree. ee 

Each State shall determine by law what professions shall require licenses, the req- 
AEA i be complied with in obtaining the same, and the authorities empowered to 

e them. 

Art. 5. No one shall be compelled to render personal services without just com- 
pensation and without his full consent, excepting labor imposed as a punishment by 
PaT decree, which shall conform to the provisions of subdivisions I and II of 

cle 123. 

Only the following public services shall be obligatory, subject to the conditions 
æt forth in the respective laws: Military service, jury service, service in municipal 
and other public elective office, whether this election be direct or indirect, and service 
in connection with elections which shall be obligatory and without compensation, 

The State shall not permit any contract, covenant, or agreement to be carried out 
having for its object the abridgment, loss, or irrevocable sacrifice of the liberty of man, 
whether by reason of labor, education, or religious vows. The law, therefore, does 
not recognize the establishment of monastic orders, of whatever denomination, or for 
Whatever purpose contemplated. n l 

Nor shall any person legally agree to his own proscription or exile, or to the tempo- 
rary or permanent renunciation of the exercise of any profession or industrial or com- 
mercial pursuit. 

contract for labor shall only be binding to render the services agreed upon for 
the time fixed by law and shall not exceed one year to the prejudice of the party ren- 
enng the service; nor shall it in any case whatsoever embrace the waiver, loss, or 
abridgement of any political or civil right. . 

In the event of a breach of such contract on the part of the party pledging himself to 
tender the service, the said party shall only be liable civilly for damages arising from 
such breach, and in no event shall coercion against his person be employed. 

. Art. 6. The expression of ideas shall not be the subject of any judicial or executive 
investigation, unless it offend good morals, impair the rights of third parties, incite to 
‘nme, or cause a breach of the peace. ss 

. RT. 7. Freedom of writing and publishing writings on any subject is inviolable. 
Ao law or authority shall have the right to establish censorship, require bond from au- 
thors or rinters, or restrict the liberty of the press, which shall be limited only by the 
respect due to private life, morals, and public peace. Under no circumstances shall 
4 printing press be sequestrated as the corpus delicti. 

th he organic laws shall prescribe whatever provisions may be necessary to prevent 

e Imprisonment, under pretext of a denunciation of offenses of the press, of the 
Vendors, hewsboys, distributors, workmen, and other emplovees of the establishment 
ano bing the writing denounced, unless their responsibility be previously estab- 


Ant. 8. Public officials and employees shall respect the exercise of the right of 
Petition, provided it be in writing and in a peaceful and respectful manner; but this 
ght may be exercised in political matters solely by citizens. 
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To every petition there shall be given an answer in writing by the official to whom it 
may be addressed, and said official shall be bound to inform the petitioner of the de 
cision taken within a brief period. 

ART. 9. The right peaceably to assemble or to come together for any lawful purpose 
shall not be abridged; but only citizens shall be permitted to do so in order to take part 
in the political affairs of the country. No armed assembly shall have the right to 
deliberate. 

No meeting or assembly shall be deemed unlawful, nor may it be dissolved, which 
shall have for its purpose the petitioning of any authority or the presentation of any 
protest against any act, provided no insults are proffered against the said authority, nor 
violence resorted to, nor threats used to intimidate or to compel the said authority to 
render a favorable decision. 

Art. 10. The inhabitants of the United Statea of Mexico are entitled to have arms 
of any kind in their possession for their protection and legitimate defense, excepting 
such as are expressly prohibited by law and such as the nation may reserve for the ex- 
clusive use of the army, navy, and national guard; but they shall not bear such arms 
within inhabited places except subject to the police regulations thereof. 

ART. 11. Every man has the right to enter and leave the Republic, to travel through 
its territory and change his residence without necessity of a letter of security, passport, 
safe conduct, or any other similar requirement. The exercise of this right shall be 
subordinated to the powers of the judiciary, in the event of civil or criminal responsi- 
bility, and to those of the executive insofar as relates to the limitation imposed by law 
in regard to emigration, immigratian, and the public health of the country, or in 
regard to undesirable foreigners resident in the country. 

ART. 12. No titles of nobility, prerogatives, or hereditary honors shall be granted 
in the United States of Mexico, nor shall any effect be given to those granted by other 
countries. 

Art. 13. No one shall be tried according to special laws or by special tribunals. 
No person or corporation shall have privileges or enjoy emoluments which are not in 
compensation for public services and established by law. Military jurisdiction shall 
be recognized for the trial of criminal cases having direct connection with military 
discipline; but the military tribunals shall in no case and for no reason extend their 
jurisdiction over persons not belonging to the army. Whenever a civilian shall be 
implicated in any military crime or offense, the cause shall be heard by the corre- 
sponding civil authorities. 

Art. 14. No law shall be given retroactive effect to the injury of any person what- 
goever. 

No person shall be deprived of life, liberty, property, possessions, or rights without 
due process of law instituted before a duly created court, in which the essential ele- 
ments of procedur2 are observed and in accordance with previously existing laws. 

In criminal cases no pena shall be imposed by mere analogy or even by a pmori 
evidence, but the penalty shall be decreed by a law in every respect applicable to the 
crime in question. T 

In civil suits the final judgment shall be according to the letter or the judicial 
interpretation of the law; in the absence of the latter the general legal principles 
shall govern. 

Art. 15. No treaty shall he made for the extradition of political offenders, ot of 
offenders of the common class, who have been slaves in the country where the offense 
was committed. Nor shall any agreement or treaty be entered into which abridges or 
modifies the guarantees and rights which this Constitution grants to the individual 
and to the citizen. 

ART. 16. No one shall be molested in his person, family, domicile, papers or posses- 
sions except by virtue of an order in writing of the competent authority setting forth 
the legal ground and justification for the action taken. No order of arrest or detention 
shall be issued against any person other than by competent judicial authonty, nor 
unless preceded by a charge, accusation or complaint for a specific offense punishable 
by imprisonment, supported by an affidavit of a credible party or by such other evi- 
dence as shall make the guilt of the accused probable; in cases in flagrante delicto any 

erson may arrest the offender and his accomplices, placing them without delay at the 
disposition of the nearest authorities. Only in urgent cases instituted by the public 
attorney without previous complaint or indictment and when there is no judicia 
authority available may the administrative authorities, on their strictest accounta- 
bility, order the detention of the accused, placing him at the disposition of the judicial 
authorities. Every search warrant, which may only be issued by the judicial au- 
thority and which must be in writing shall specify the place to be searched, the person 
or persons to be arrested and the objects sought to which the proceeding shall be 
atrictly limited; at the conclusion of which a detailed written statement shall be 
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drawn up in the presence of two witnesses ed ese by the occupant of the place to be 
searched or in his absence or refusal by the official making the search. 

Administrative officials may enter private houses solely for the purpose of determin- 
ing that the sanitary and police regulations have been complied with; they may like- 
wise demand the exhibition of books and documents necessary to prove that the fiscal 
regulations have been obeyed, subject to the respective laws and to the formalities 
prescribed for cases of search. 

Art, 17. No one shall be imprisoned for debts of a purely civil character. No one 
shall take the law into his own hands, nor resort to violence in the enforcement of his 
rights. The courts shall be open for the administration of justice at such times and 
under such conditions as the law may establish; their services shall be gratuitous and 
all judicial costs are accordingly prohibited. 

Arr. 18, Detention shall be inflicted only for offenses meriting corporal punish- 
ment. The place of detention shall be different and completely separated from that 
æt apart for the serving of sentences. 

The Federal and State Governments shall organize in their respective territories the 
penal system—penal colonies or prisons—on the basis of labor as a means of regenera- 
tion. 

Art. 19. No detention shall exceed three days except for reasons specified by the 
formal order of commitment, which shall set forth the offense charged, the substance 
thereof, the timé, place, and circumstances of its commission, and the facts disclosed 
ìn the preliminary examination. The said facts must always be sufficient to establish 
the corpus delicti and the probable guilt of the accused. All authorities ordering any 
detention or consenting thereto, as well as all agents, subordinates, wardens, or jailers, 
executing the same, shall be liable for any breach of this provision. 

The trial shall take place only for the offense or offenses set forth in the formal 
order of commitment. If it shall develop in the course of trial that another offense 
different from that charged has been committed, a separate accusation must be 
brought. This, however, shall not prevent the joinder of both causes of action, if 
deemed advisable. 

Any maltreatment during apprehension or confinement; any molestation inflicted 
without legal justification; any exaction or contribution levied in prison are abuses 
which the law shall correct and the authorities punish. — 

Art. 20. In every criminal trial the accused shall enjoy the following guaranties: 

I. He shall be set at liberty on demand and upon giving a bond up to 10,000 pesos, 
according to his status and the gravity of the offense charged: Provided, however, That 
the said offense shall not be punishable with more than five years’ imprisonment; he 
shall be set at liberty without any further requisite than the placing of the stipulated 
gum at the disposal of the proper authorities or the giving of an adequate mortgage 
bond or personal security. 

II. He may not he forced to be a witness against himself; wherefore denial of access 

or other means looking toward this end is hereby strictly prohibited. 
l II. He shall be publicly notified within 48 hours after being turned over to the 
Judicial authorities of the name of his accuser and of the nature of and cause for the 
accusation, so that he may be familiar with the offense with which he is charged, may 
reply thereto, and make his preliminary statement. 

V. He shall be confronted with the witnesses against him, who shall testify in his 
Presence if they are to be found in the place where the trial is being held, so that he 
may cross-examine them in his defense. 

V. All witnesses which he shall offer shall be heard in his defense, as well as all 
evidence received, for which he shall be given such time as the law may prescribe; 

e shall, furthermore, be assisted in securing the presence of any person or persons 
Whose testimony he may desire, provided they are to be found at the place of trial. 

VI. He shall be entitled to a public trial by a judge or jury of citizens who can read 
and write and are also citizens of the place and district where the offense shall have 
been committed, provided the penalty for such offense be greater than one year’s 
imprisonment. the accused shall always be entitled to trial by jury for all offenses 
committed by means of the press against the public peace or against the satety, do- 
mestic or foreign, of the Republic. , 

VII. He shall be furnished with all information of record needed for his defense. 

VIII. He shall be tried within four months if charged with an offense the maximum 
Penalty for which does not exceed two years’ imprisonment, and within one year if 

e maximum penalty be greater. 

IX. He shall be heard in his own defense, either personally or by counsel, or by 

th, as he may desire. In case he shall have no one to defend him, a list of official 
Counsel shall be submitted to him in order that he may choose one or more to act in 
his defense, If the accused shall not desire to name any counsel for his defense, 

having been called upon to do so at the time of his preliminary examination, 
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the court shall appoint counsel to defend him. The accused may name his counsel 
immediately on arrest and shall be entitled to have him present at every stage of the 
trial, but he will be bound to make him appear as often as required by the court. 

X. In no event may imprisonment or detention be extended through failure to pay 
counsel fees or through any other pecuniary charge, by virtue of any civil liability 
or other similar cause. Nor shall detention be extended beyond the time set by law 
as the maximum for the offense charged. 

The period of detention shall be reckoned as a part of the final sentence. 

ART. 21. The imposition of all penalties is an exclusive attribute of the judiciary, 
The prosecution of offenses belongs to the public prosecutor and to the judicial police. 
who shall be under the immediate command and authority of the public prosecutor. 
The punishment of violations of municipal and police regulations belongs to the ad- 
ministrative authorities, and shall consist only of a fine or of imprisonment not ex- 
ceeding 36 hours. Should the offender fail to pay the fine this shall be substituted 
by the corresponding period of arrest, which shall in no case exceed 15 days. 

Should the offender be a workman or unskilled laborer, he shall not be punished 
with a fine greater than the amount of his week’s wages or salary. 

Art. 22. Punishments by mutilation and infamy, by branding, flogging, beating 
with sticks, torture of any kind, excessive fines, confiscation of property, and any 
other unusual and excessive penalties, are prohibited. 

Attachment proceedings of the whole or part of the property of any person made 
under judicial authority to cover any civil liability arising out of the commission of 
any offense, or by reason of the imposition of any tax or fine, shall not be deemed s 
confiscation of property. 

Capital punishment is likewise forbidden for all political offenses; in the case of 
offenses other than political it shall only be imposed for high treason committed 
during a foreign war, parricide, murder, with malice aforethought, arson, abduction, 
highway robbery, piracy, and grave military offenses, 

ART. 23. No criminal case shall have more than three instances. Noone, whether 
acquitted or condemned, shall be tried twice for the same offense. Verdicts of “not 
proven” are abolished. — . l 

ART. 24. Every man is free to embrace the religion of his choice and to practice 
such ceremony, devotions, or observances of the respective creed, either in places 
of public worship or at home, provided they do not constitute an offense punishable 
by law. 

"Every religious act of public worship shall be performed strictly within the places 
of public worship, which shall be at all times under governmental supervision. 

RT, 25. Correspondence sent through the mails is inviolable and shall be free 
from search. The violation of this provision shall be punishable by law. 

Art. 26. No member of the army shall in time of peace be quartered in private 
dwellings without the consent of the owner; nor shall any other exaction be demanded. 
In time of war the military may demand lodging, equipment, provisions, and othet 
assistance, in the manner provided by the corresponding Marial law. , 

ART. 27. The ownership of lands and waters within the limits of the national terri- 
tory is vested originally in the nation, which has had and has the right to transmit 
title thereof to private persons, thereby constituting private property. 

Private property shall not be expropriated except for cause of public utility! and 
bv means of indemnification. 

“The nation shall have at all times the right to impose on private property such 
limitations as the public interest may demand as well as the right to regulate the 
development of natural resources, which are susceptible of appropriation, in order to 
conserve them and equitably to distribute the public wenith. For this purpose 
necessary measures shall be taken to divide large landed estates; to develop sm 
landed holdings; to establish new centers of rural population with such lands and 
waters as may be indispensable to them; to encourage agriculture and to prevent the 
destruction of natural resources and to protect property from damage detrimental to 
society. Settlements, hamlets situated on private property, and communes which 
lack lands or water or do not possess them in suflicient quantities for their ne 
shall have the right to be provided with them from the adjoining properties, always 
having due regard for small landed holdings. Wherefore, all grants of lands made 
up to the present time under the decree of January 6, 1915, are confirmed. Private 

roperty acquired for the said purposes shall be considered as taken for public use. 

n the nation is vested direct ownership of all minerals or substances which in verms, 


1 While the term “public utility” may be somewhat misleading, it is felt that that of “public use” msy 
be even more so. The same expression (‘‘por causa de utilidad publica’’) is to be found in the 1857 coa- 
stitution, and has always been interpreted by the courts of Mexico in the sense of public interest, asin 
the case of land expropriated for the surface work of a mine, etc. H. N. B. 
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masses, or beds constitute deposits whose nature is different from the componente of 

the land, such as minerals from which metals and metaloids used for industrial pur- 

are extracted; beds of precious stones, rock salt, and salt lakes formed directly 

v marine waters, products derived from the decomposition of rocks, when their ex- 
ploitation requires underground work; phosphates which may be used for fertilizers; 
solid mineral fuels; petroleum and all hydrocarbons—solid, liquid, or gaseous. 

In the nation is likewise vested the onwership of the waters of territorial seas to 
the extent and in the terms fixed by the law of nations; those of lakes and inlets of 
havs; those of interior lakes of natural formation which are directly connected with 
lowing waters; those of principal rivers or tributaries from the points at which their 
courses become permanently identifiable to their mouths, whether they flow to the 
aea or cross two or more States; those of intermittent streams which traverse two or 
more States in their main body; the waters of rivers, streams, or ravines, when they 
bound the national territory or that of the States; waters extracted from mines; and 
the beds and banks of the lakes and streams hereinbefore mentioned, to the extent 
fixed by law. Any other stream of water not comprised within the foregoing enu- 
meration shall be considered as an integral part of the private property through which 
it lows; but the development of the waters when the Ve from one landed property 
to another shall be considered of public utility and shall be subject to the provisions 
prescribed by the States. 

In the cases to which the two foregoing paragraphs refer, the ownership of the 
nation is inalienable and may not be lost by prescription; concessions shall be granted 
by the Federal Government to provide parties or civil or commercial corporations 
organized under the laws of Mexico, only on condition that eaid resources be regularly 
aah and on the further condition that the legal provisions be observed. 

Legal capacity to acquire ownership of lands and waters of the nation shall be 
governed by the following provisions: 

I. Only Mexicans by birth or naturalization and Mexican companies have the right 
to acquire ownership in lands, waters, and their appurtenances, or to obtain conces- 
sons todevelop mines, waters, or mineral fuelsin the Republicof Mexico. Thenation 
may grant the same right to foreigners, provided they agree before the department of 
foreign affairs to be considered Mexicans in respect to such property, and accordingly 
hot to invoke the protection of their Governments in respect to the same, inde 
penalty, in case of breach, of forfeiture to the nation of property so acquired. Within 
a zone of 100 kilometers from the frontiers, and of 50 kilometers from the seacoast no 
foreigner shall under any conditions acquire direct ownership of lands and waters. 

lI. The religious associations known as churches, irrespective of creed, shall in no 
case have legal capacity to acquire, hold, or administer real property or loans made 
on such real property; all such real property or loans as may be at present held b 
the suid religious associations either on their own behalf or through third parties shall 
vet in the nation, and anyone shall have the right to denounce property so held. 

resumptive proof shall be sufficient to declare the denunciation well founded. 

Places of public worship are the property of the nation, as represented by the Federal 
Government, which shall determine which of them may continue to be devoted to 
their resent purposes. Episcopal residences, rectories, seminaries, orphan asylums 
or collegiate establishments of religious associations, convents or any other buildings 
built or designed for the administration, propaganda, or teaching the tenets of any 
religious sect shall forthwith vest, as of full right, directly in the nation, to be used 
exclusively for the public services of the Federation or of the States, within their 
respective jurisdictions. All places of public worship which shall later be erected 
shall be the property of the nation. 

III. Public and private charitable institutions for the sick and needy, for scientific 
research, or for the diffusion of knowledge, mutual aid societies, or organizations 
lormed for any other purpose shall in no case acquire, hold, and administer loans 
made on real property, unless the mortgage terms do not exceed 10 years. In no 
cse ehall institutions of this character be under the patronage, direction, admin- 
stration, charge, or supervision of religious corporations or institutions, nor of minis- 
= of ny religious sect or of their dependents, even though either the former or the 

tter shall not be in service. 

IV. Commercial stock companies may not acquire, hold, or administer rural prop- 
a Companies of this nature which may be organized to develop any manu- 
àacturing, mining, petroleum, or other industry, excepting only agricultural industries, 
May acquire, ho d, or administer lands only in an area absolutely necessary for their 

ablishments or adequate to serve the purposes indicated, which the executive of the 
"ion or of the State in each case shall determine. | 

- The banks duly organized under the laws governing institutions of credit may 

make Mortgage loans on rural and urban property in accordance with the provisions 


3128 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


of the said laws, but they may not own or administer more real property than that 
absolutely necessary for their direct purposes; and they may furthermore hold ten- 
porarily for the brief term fixed by law such real property as may be judicially adjudi- 
cated to them in execution proceedings. 

VI. Properties held in common by coowners, hamlets situated on private property, 
pueblos, tribal congregations and other settlements which, as a matter of fact or law, 
conserve their communal character, shall have legal capacity to enjoy in common the 
waters, woods and lands belonging to them, or which may have been or shall be restored 
to them according to the law of January 6, 1915, until such time as the manner of 
making the division exclusively of the lands shall he determined by law. 

VII. Excepting the corporations to which Clauses III, IV, V and VI hereof refer no 
other civil corporation may hold or administer on its own behalf real estate or mortgage 
loans derived therefrom, with the single exception of buildings designed directly and 
immediately for the ed of the institution. The States, the Federal district and 
the Territories as well as the uae throughout the Republic shall enjoy full 
legal capacity to acquire and hold all real estate necessary for public services. 

The Federal and State laws shall determine within their respective jurisdictions 
those cases in which the occupation of private property is to be considered of public 
utility; and in accordance with the said laws the administrative authorities shall make 
the corresponding declaration. The amount fixed as compensation for the expro- 
ers ed property shall be based on the sum at which the said property shall be valued 

or fiscal purposes in the catastral or revenue offices, whether this value be that mani- 
fested by the owner or merely impliedly accepted by reason of the payment of his taxes 
on such a basis, to which basis there shall be added 10 per cent. e increased value 
which the ae a in question may have acquired through improvements made 
subsequent to the date of the fixing of the fiscal value shall be the only matter subject to 
expert opinion and to judicial determination. The same procedure shall be observed 
in respect to objects whose value is not recorded in the revenue offices. 

All proceedings, dispositions, decisions and all operations of demarcation, conces- 
sion, composition, judgment, compromise, alienation, or auction which may have 
deprived properties held in common by coowners, hamelts situated on private prop- 
erty, settlements, congregations, tribes and other settlement organizations still exist- 
ing since the law of June 25, 1856, of the whole or a part of their lands, woods and 
waters, are declared null and void: all dispositions, resolutions and operations which 
may subsequently take ae and produce the same effects shall likewise be null and 
void. Consequently all lands, forests and waters of which the above-mentioned 
settlements may have been deprived shall be restored to them according to the decree 
of January 6, 1915, which shall remain in force as a constitutional law. In case the 
adjudication of lands, by way of restitution be not legal in the terms of the said decree 
which adjudication should have been requested by any of the above entities, thoe 
lands shall nevertheless be given to them by way of grant, and they shall in no event 
fail to receive such as they may need. Only such lands, title to which may have been 
acquired in the divisions made by virtue of the said law of June 25, 1856, or such 38 
may be held in undisputed ownership for more than ten years are excepted from the 
provision of nullity, provided their area does not exceed fifty hectares. Any exces 
over this area shall be returned to the commune and the owner shall be indemnified. 
All laws of restitution enacted by virtue of this provision shall be immediately came 
into effect by the administrative authorities. Only members of the commune shall 
have the right to the lands destined to be divided and the rights to these lands shall be 
inalienable so long as they remain undivided: the same provision shall govern the night 
of ownership after the division has been made. The exercise of the rights pertamıng 
to the nation by virtue of this article shall be made by judicial process; but as a part 
of this process and by order of the proper tribunals, which order shall be issued within 
the maximum period of one month, the administrative authorities shall proc 
without delay to the occupation, administration, auction, or sale of the lands and 
waters in question, together with all their appurtenances, and in no case may the acts 
of the said authorities be set aside until final sentence is handed down. 

During the next constitutional term the Congress and the State legislatures shall 
enact laws within their respective jurisdictions for the purpose of carrying out the 
division of large landed estates subject to the following conditions: 

(a) In each State and Territory there shall be fixed the maximum ares of land 
which any one individual or legally organized corporation may own. : 

(b) The excess of the area fixed shall be subdivided by the owner within the period 
set by the laws of the respective locality; and these subdivisions shall be offered for 
gale on such conditions as the respective governments shall approve, in- accordance 
with the said laws. i 

(c) If the owner shall refuse to make the subdivision, this shall be carried out by 
the local government by means of expropriation proceedings. 
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íd) The value of the subdivisions shall be paid in annual amounts sufficient to 
amortize the principal and interest within a period of not less than 20 years, duri 
which the person acquiring them may not alienate them. The rate of interest shal 
not exceed 5 per cent per annum. 

(e) The owner shall be bound to receive special bonds to guarantee the payment of 
the property expropriated. With this end in view the Congress shall issue a law 
authorizing the States to issue bonds to meet their agrarian obligations. 

(f) The local laws will govern the extent of family estate, determining what property 
will constitute the same on the basis of its inalienability; it shall not be subject to 
attachment nor to any charge. 

All contracts and concessions made by former governments from and after the year 
1876 which shall have resulted in the monopoly of lands, waters, and natural resources 
of the nation by a single individual or corporation, are declared subject to revision, 
and the executive is authorized to declare those null and void which seriously preju- 
dice the public interest. 

Arr. 28. There shall be no private nor govermental monopolies of any kind what- 
sever in the United States of Mexico; nor exemption from taxation; nor any pro- 
hibition even under cover of protection to industry, excepting only those relating to 
the coinage of money, to the pestal, telegraphic, and radiotelegraphic services, to the 
ismance of bills by a single banking institution to be controlled by the Federal Gov- 
emment, and to the privileges which for a limited period the law may concede 
te authors and artists for the reproduction of their work; and lastly to those granted 
inventors or improvers of inventions for the exclusive use of their inventions. 

The law will accordingly severely punish and the authorities diligently prosecute 
any accumulating or cornering by one or more persons of necessaries for the purpose 
if bringing about a rise in price; any act or measure which shall stifle or endeavor to 
stille free competition in any production, industry, trade. or public service; any 
ateoment or combination of any kind entered into by producers, manufacturers, 
merchants, common carriers, or other public or quasi-public service, to stifle com- 
petition and to compel the consumer to pay exorbitant prices; and in general whatever 
consututes an unfair and exclusive advantage in favor of one or more specified person 
or aes to the detriment of the public in general or of any special class of society. 

Associations of labor organized to protect their own interests shall not be deemed a 
monopoly. Nor shall cooperative associations or unions of producers be deemed 
manopolies when, in defense of their own interests or of the general public, they sell 
directly in foreign marketa national or industrial products which are the principal 
suree of wealth of the region in which they are produced, provided they be not 
necessaries, and provided further that such association be under the supervision or 
protection of the Federal Government or of that of the States, and provided further 
that authorization be in each case obtained from the respective legislative bodies, 
These legislative bodies may, either on their own initiative or on the recommendation 
uf the executive, revoke, whenever the public interest shall so demand, the authoriza- 
tion granted for the establishment of the associations in question. 

Art. 29. In cases of invasion, grave disturbance of the public peace. or any other 
emergency which may place society in grave danger or conflict, the President of the 

epublic of Mexico, and no one else, with the concurrence of the Council of Ministry, 
and with the approval of the Congress, or if the latter shall be in recess, of the per- 
manent committee, shall have power to suspend throughout the whole Republic or 
M any portion thereof, such rights as shall he a hindrance in meeting the situation 
promptly and readily, but such suspension shall in no case be confined to a particular 
individual, but shall be made by means of a general decree and only for a limited 
nod. If the suspension should occur while the Congress is in session, this body 
shall grant such powers as in its judgment the executive may need to meet the situation 
lt the suspension occur while the Congress is in recess, the Congress shall be convoked 
forthwith for the granting of such powers. 


CHAPTER YI.—OF MEXICANS, 


Art. 30. A Mexican shall be such either by birth or by naturalization. 
i - Mexicans by birth are those born of Mexican parents, within or without the 
‘public, provided in the latter case the parents be also Mexicans by birth. Those 
pn within the Republic of foreign parentage shall likewise be considered Mexicans 
k birth, Who within one year alter they come of age shall declare to the department 
" foreign affairs that they elect Mexican citizenship, and who shall furthermore 
Prove to the said department that they have resided within the country during the 
gs years immediately prior to the said declaration. 

I. Mexicans by naturalization are: 
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(a) The children of foreign parentage born in the country, who shall elect Mexican 
citizenship in the manner prescribed in the foregoing clause, and in whom the rei- 
dence qualification required in the said section does not concur. 

(b) Those persons who shall have resided in the country for five consecutive years. 
have an honest means of livelihood and shall have obtained their naturalization from 
the said department of foreign affairs. | 

(c) Those of mixed Indian and Latin descent who may have established residence 
aes Republic, who shall have manifested their intention to acquire Mexican citizen- 
ship. 

In the cases stipulated in these sections, the law shall determine the manner of 
proving the requisites therein demanded. 

ART. 31. It shall be the duty of every Mexican: 

I. To compel the attendance at either private or public schools of their children or 
wards, when under 15 vears of age, in order that they may receive primary instruction 
and military training for such periods as the law of public instruction in each State 
shall determine. 

II. To attend on such days and at such hours as the town council shall in each case 
prescribe, to receive such civic instruction and military training as shall fit them to 
exercise their civic rights, shall make them skillful in the handling of arms and fa- 
miliar with military discipline. 

III. To enlist and serve in the national guard, pursuant to the respective organic 
law for the purpose of preserving and defending the independence, territory, honor, 
rights, and interests of the fatherland, as well as domestic peace and order. 

IV. To contribute in the proportional and equitable manner provided by law toward 
the public expenses of the federation, the State and the municipality in which he 
resides. 

ART. 32. Mexicans shall be preferred under equal circumstances to foreigners for all 
kinds of concessions and for all public employments, offices, or commissions, when 
citizenship is not indispensable. No foreigner shall serve in the army nor in the 
police corps nor in any other department of public safety during times of peace. 

Only Mexicans by birth may belong to the national navy, or fill any oflice or com- 
mission therein. The same requisite shall be required for captains, pilots, master, 
and chief engineers of Mexican merchant ships, as well as for two-thirds of the members 
of the crew. 

CHAPTER II.—OF FOREIGNERS. 


Arr. 33. Foreigners are those who do not possess the qualifications prescribed by 
article 30. They shall be entitled to the rights granted by Chapter I, Pitie I, of the 
present constitution; but the executive shall have the exclusive right to expel from 
the Republic forthwith and without judicial process, any foreigner whose presence 
he may deem inex pedient. 

No foreigner shall meddle in any way whatsoever in the political affairs of the 
country. 

CHAPTER IV.—OF MEXICAN CITIZENS. 


Art. 34. Mexican citizenship shall be enjoyed only by those Mexicans who have 
the following qualifications: | 

I. Are over 21 years of age, if unmarried, and over 18, if married. 

II. Have an honest means of livelihood. 

ART. 35. The prerogatives of citizens are: 

I. To vote at popular elections. 

II. To be eligible for any elective office and be qualified for any other office or com- 
mission provided they have the other qualifications required by law. 

lil. To assemble to discuss the political affairs of the country. 

IV. To serve in the army or national guard for the defense of the Republic and its 
institutions as by law determined. 

V. To exercise the nght of petition in any matter whatever. 

ART. 36. It shall be the duty of every Mexican citizen: 

I. To register in the polls of the municipality, setting forth any property he may 
own and his professional or industrial pursuit, or occupation; and also to register 12 
the electoral registration lists, as by law determined. 

Il. To enlist in the national guard. 

III. To vote at popular elections in the electoral district to which he belongs. , 

IV. To fill the elective Federal or State offices to which he may be chosen which 
shall in no case be gratuitous. l 

V. To serve on the town council of the municipality wherein he resides and to 
perform all electoral and jury service. 
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Art. 37. Citizenship shall be lost: 

I. By naturalization in a foreign country. 

II. By officially serving the government of another country, or accepting its decora- 
tions, titles, or employment without previous permission of the Federal Congress, 
excepting literary, scientific, and humanitarian titles, which may be accepted freely. 

III. By compromising themselves in any way before ministers of any religious 
creed or balore any other person not to observe the present constitution, or the laws 
arising thereunder. 

_ ArT. 38. The rights or prerogatives of citizenship shall be suspended for the follow- 
ing reasons: . 

I. Through failure to comply without sufficient cause with any of the obligations 
imposed by Article 36. This suspension shall last for one year and shall be in addi- 
tion to any other penalties prescribed by law for the same offense. 

IJ. Through being subjected to criminal prosecution for an offense punishable 
with imprisonment, such suspension to be reckoned from the date of the formal order 
of commitment. 

III. Throughout the term of imprisonment. 

Through vagrancy or habitual drunkenness, declared in the manner provided 
y law. 

V. Through being a fugitive from justice, the suspension to be reckoned from the 
date of the order of arrest until the prescription of the criminal action. 

VI. Through any final sentence which shall decree as a Sea Ga pr suspension. 

The law shall determine the cases in which civic rights may be lost or suspended 
and the manner in which they may be regained. 


TITLE 1, CHAPTER I.—OF THE NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY AND FORM OF GOVERNMENT. 


Art. 39. The national sovereignty is vested essentially and originally in the people. 
All public power emanates from the people and is instituted for their benefit. Fhe 
people have at all times the inalienable right to alter or modify their form of govern- 
ment. 

ART. 40. It is the will of the Mexican people to constitute themselves into a demo- 
cratic, federal, representative republic, consisting of States free and sovereign in all 
that concerns their internal affairs, but united in a federation according to the prin- 
ciples of this fundamental law. 

Art. 41. The people exercise their sovereignty through the federal powers in the 
matters belonging to the Union, and through those of the States in the matters relating 
to the internal administration of the latter. This power shall be exercised in the 
manner respectively established by the constitutions, both Federal and State. The 
constitutions of the States shall in no case contravene the stipulations of the Federal 
Constitution. 


CHAPTER II.—OF THE INTEGRAL PARTS OF THE FEDERATION AND THE NATIONAL TERRI- 
TORY. 


Art. 42. The National Territory comprises the integral parts of the Federation and 

e adjacent islands in both oceans. It likewise comprises the Island of Guadalupe, 
those of Revillagigedo, and that of “La Pasion,’’ situated in the Pacific Ocean. 

Art. 43. The integral parts of the Federation are: The States of Aguascalientes, 
impeche, Coahuila, Colima, Chiapas, Chihuahua, Durango, Guanajuato, Guerrero, 
idles Jalisco, Mexico, Michoacan, Morelos, Nayarit, Nuevo Leon, Oaxaca, Puebla, 

ueretaro, San Luis Potosi, Sinaloa, Sonora, Tabasco, Tamaulipas, Tlaxcala, Vera- 
cruz, Yucatan, Zacatecas, the Federal District, the Territory of Lower California, 
and the Territory of Quintana Roo. 

Art. 44. The Federal District shall embrace its present territory; in the event of 

e removal of the Federal powers to some other place it shall be created into the 
oe of the Valley of Mexico, with such boundaries and area as the Federal Congress 

to it 


Art. 45. The States and Territories of the Federation shall conserve their present 

Undaries and areas, provided no boundary question shall exist between them. 

Agr. 46. The States having pending boundary questions shall settle them as pro- 
vided by this constitution. a 

Art. 47. The State of Nayarit shall have the territorial area and boundaries at 
Present comprising the territory of Tepic. l 

Arr. 48. The iclands in both oceans embraced within the national territory shall 

epend directly on the Federal Government, excepting those over which the Stateg 

ve up to the present time exercised jurisdiction 
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TITLE III, CHAPTER I.—-OF THE DIVISION OF PQWERS. 


Art. 49. The supreme power of the federation is divided for its exercise into legis- 
lative, executive, and judicial. 

Two or more of these powers shall never be united in one person or corporation, nor 
shall the executive power be vested in one individual except in the case of extraor- 
oy sponte granted to the executive, in accordance with the provisions of 
article 29. 


CHAPTER II.—OF THE LEGISLATIVE POWER. 


Art. 50. The legislative power of the United States of Mexico is vested in a general 
Congress, which shall cansist of a House of Representatives and a Senate. 


SECTION I.—OF THE ELECTION AND INSTALLATION OF THE CONGRESS. 


Art. 51. The House of Representatives shall consist of representatives of the 
nation, all of whom shall be elected every two years by the citizens of Mexico. 

ArT. 52. One representative shall be chosen for ach 60,000 inhabitants or for any 
fraction thereof exceeding 20,000, on the basis of the general census of the Federal 
district and of each State and Territory. Any State or Territory in which the popula- 
tion shall be less than that fixed by this article shall, nevertheless, elect one rep- 
resentative. 

Art. 53. There shall be elected an alternate for each representative. 

Art. 54. The election of representatives shall be direct, in accordance with the 
provisions of the electoral law. 

ART. 55. Representatives shall have the following qualifications: 

I. They shall be Mexican citizens by birth and in the enjoyment of their rights. . 

II. They shall be over 25 years of age om the day of election. 

III. They shall be natives of the States or Territories respectively electing them. or 
domiciled and actually resident therein for six months immediately prior to the elec- 
tion. The domicile shall not be lost through absence in the discharge of any elective 
oftice. 

IV. They shall not be in active service in the Federal army, not have any command 
in the police corps or rural constabulary in the districts where the elections respec- 
tively take place, for at least 90 days immediately prior to the election. , 

V. They shall not hold the oflice of secretary nor assistant secretary of any executive 
department or of justice of the supreme court, unless they shall have resigned therefrom 
90 days immediately prior to the election. 

No State governor, secretary of state of the several States, or State judge shall be 
eligible in the districts within their several jurisdictions, unless they shall have resigned 
from their respective offices 90 days immediately prior to the day of election. 

VI. They shall not be ministers of any religious creed. 

Art, 56. The Senate shall consist of two senators from each State and two from the 
Federal district, chosen in direct election. 

Each State legislature shall certify to the election of the candidate who shall have 
obtained a majority of the total number of votes cast. 

ART. 57. There shall be elected an alternate for each Senator. 

ArT, 58. Each Senator shall serve four years. The Senate shall be renewed by half 
every two years. ; ; 

Art. 59. The qualifications necessary to be a Senator shall be the same as those 
necessary to be a Representative, excepting that of age, which shall be over 35 on the 
day of election. 

Art. 60. Each House shall be the judge of the election of its members and shall 
decide all questions arising therefrom. 

Its decisions shall be final. 

Art. 61. Representatives and Senators are inviolable for opinions expressed by 
them in the discharge of their duties, and shall never be called to account for them. 

Art, 62. Representatives and Senators shall be disqualified during the term for 
which they have been elected from holding any Federal or State commission or office 
for which any emolument is received without previous permission of the respective 
house; in the event of their accepting such commission or office they shall forthwith 
lose their representative character for such time as they shall hold such appointive 
office. The same provision shall apply to alternate Representatives and Senators, 
when in active service. The violation of this provision shall be punished by forfeiture 
of the office of Representative or Senator. 
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Art. 63. The houses shall not open their sessions nor exercise their functions without 
a quorum, in the Senate, of two-thirds, and in the House of Representatives of a 
majority of the total membership; but the members present of either house shall meet 
on the day appointed by law and compel the attendancé of the absentees within the 
next 30 days, and they shall warn them that failure to comply with this provision 
shall be taken to be a refusal of office, and the corresponding alternates shal! be sum- 
moned forthwith; the latter shall have a similar period within which to present them- 
ae and on their failure to do so the seats shall be declared vacant and new elections 
called. 

Representatives or Senators who shall be absent during 10 consecutive days without 
proper cause or without leave of the president of the respective house, notice of which 
shall be duly communicated to the house, shall be understood as waiving their right 
K Peng until the next session, and their alternates shall be summoned without 
elay. 

Ifthere shall be no quorum to organize either of the houses or to continue their labors 
once organized, the alternates shall be ordered to present themselves as soon as possible 
ee purpose of taking office until the expiration of the 30 days hereinbefore men- 

n 


ArT. 64. No Representative or Senator who shall fail to attend any daily session 
without proper cause or without previous permission of the respective house, shall be 
oa to the compensation corresponding to the day on which he shall have been 
absent. 

Arr. 65. The Congress shall meet on the Ist day of September of each year in 
regular session for the consideration of the following matters: 

I. To audit the accounts of the previous year, which shall be submitted to the 
House of Representatives not later than 10 days after the opening of the session. 
The audit shall not be confined to determining whether the expenditures do or do not 
conform with the respective items in the budget, but shall comprise an examination 
ofthe exactness of and authorization for payments made thereunder and of any liability 
arising from such payments. 

No other secret items shall be permitted than those which the budget may consider 
ss such; these amounts shall be paid out by the secretaries of executive departments 
under written orders of the President. 

Il. To examine, discuss, and approve the budget for the next fiscal year and to 
lay such taxes as may be needed to meet the expenditures. 

_ HI. Tostudy, discuss, and vote on all bills presented and to discuss all other matters 
Incumbent upon the Congress by virtue of this constitution. l 

ArT. 66. The regular session of the Congress shall last the period necessary to deal 
with all of the matters mentioned in the foregoing article, but it may not be extended 

evond the 31st day of December of the same year. Should both houses fail to agree 
4 to adjournment prior to the above date, the matter shall be decided by the executive. 

Art. 67. The Congress shall meet in extraordinary session whenever so summoned 
by the President, but in such event it shall consider only the matter or matters sub- 
Mitted to it by the President, who shall enumerate it or them in the respective call. 

e President shall have power to convene in extraordinary session only one of the 
ouses When the matter to be referred to it pertains to its exclusive jurisdiction. 

Art. 68. Both houses shall hold their meetings in the same pare and shall not 
Move to another without having first agreed upon the moving and the time and manner 
f accomplishing it, as well as upon the place of meeting, which shall be the same for 

oth houses. If both houses agree to change their meeting place but disagree as to 
the time, manner, and place, the President shall settle the question by choosing one 
i the two proposals. Neither House may suspend its sessions for more than three 
ays without the consent of the other. 

Art. 69. The president of the Republic shall attend at the opening of the sessions 
i the Congress, whether regular or extraordinary, and shall submit a report in writing; 

report shall in the former case relate to the general state of the Union; and in the 
tter it shall explain to the Congress or to the House addressed the reasons or causes 

“hich rendered the call necessary and the matters requiring immediate attention. 
re RT. 70. Every measure of the Congress shall be in the form of a law or decree. The 
“ah or decrees shall be communicated to the executive after having been signed 

y the presidents of both houses and by one of the secretaries of each. When promul- 
sated, the enacting clause shall read aa follows: 

e Congress of the United States of Mexico decrees (text of the law or decree).” 
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SECTION II,—OF THE ORIGIN AND FORMATION OF THE LAWS. 


ArT. 71. The right to originate legislation pertains: 

I. To the President of the Republic; 

II. To the representatives and senators of the Congress; 

III. To the State legislatures. 

Bills submitted by the President of the Republic, by State legislatures, or by dele- 
gations of the States shall be at once referred to committee. Those introduced by 
representatives or senators shall be subject to the rules of procedure. 

ArT. 72. All bills, action on which shall not pertain exclusively to one of the house. 
shall be discussed first by one and then by the other, according to the rules oi 
procedure as to the form, time of presentation, and other details relative to discussions 
and votes. 

(a) After a bill has been approved in the House where it originated it shall be sent 
to the other House for consideration. If passed by the latter, it shall be transmitted 
to the President who, if he has no objection thereto, shall immediately promulgate it. 

(b) All bills not returned by the Executive within 10 working davs with hus ob- 
servations to the House in which they originated, shall be considered approved 
unless during the said 10 days the Congress shall have adjourned or E its 
sessions, in which event they shall be returned on the first working day after the 
Congress shall have reconvened. 

(c) Bills rejected in whole or in part by the Executive shall be returned with his 
observations to the House where they originated. They shall be discussed anew by 
this House and if confirmed by a two-thirds majority vote of the total membership 
shall be sent to the other House for reconsideration. If approved by it, also by the 
game majority vote, the bill shall become law and shall be returned to the Executive 
for promulgation. 

The voting in both Houses shall be by yeas and nays. 

(d) Bills totally rejected by the House not originating them shall be returned with 
the proper observations to the House of origin. If examined anew and approved by 
a majority of the members present, they shall be returned to the House rejecting 
them, which shall once again take them under consideration, and if approved by it, 
likewise by the same majority vote they shall be sent to the Executive for the pur- 
poses of clause A; but if the said House fail to approve them, they shall not be rein- 
troduced in the same session. 

(e) Bills rejected in ae or modified or amended by the House of revision shall be 
discussed anew in the House of origin, but the discussion shall be confined to the por- 
tion rejected or to the amendments or additions, without the approved articles being 
altered in any respect. If the additions or amendments made by the House of revi- 
sion be approved by a majority vote of the members present in the House of origin, 
the bill shall be transmitted to the Executive for the purposes of clause A; but if 
the amendments or additions by the House of revision be rejected by a majority 
vote of the House of origin they shall be returned to the former House in order thst 
the reasons set forth by the latter may be taken into consideration. If in this second 
revision the said additions or amendments be rejected by a majority vote of the 
members present, the portion of the bill which has been approved by both Houses 
shall be sent to the Executive for the purposes of clause A. {i the House of revision 
insist by a majority vote of the members present upon the additions or amendments, 
no action shall be taken on the whole bill until the next session, unless both Houres 
agree by a majority vote of the members present to the promulgation of the law with- 
out the articles objected to, which shall be left till the next session, when they shall 
be then discussed and voted upon. 

(f) The same formalities as are required for the enactment of laws shall be ob- 
served for their interpretation, amendment, or repeal. 

(g) No bill rejected in the House of origin before passing to the other House shall 
be reintroduced during the session of that year. 

(h) Legislative measures may be originated in either House, excepting bills dealing 
with loans, taxes, or imposts, or with the raising of troops, which must have their 
origin in the House of Representatives. 

() Whenever a bill shall be presented to one House it shall be first discussed there 
unless one month shall have elapsed since it was referred to committee and not re- 
pn in which event an identical bill may be presented and discussed in the other 


ouse. 

(j) The President shall not make any observations touching the decisions of the 
Congress or of either House when acting as an electoral body or as a grand jury, nor 
when the House of Representatives shall declare that there are grounds to impeach 
any high Federal authority for official offenses. 

Nor shall he make any observations touching the order for a call issued by the 
permanent committee as provided in article 84. 
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SECTION III.—OF THE POWERS OF CONGRESS. 


Art. 73. The Congress shall have power: . 

I. To admit new States or Territories into the Federal Union. 

II, To grant statehood to Territories having a population of 80,000 inhabitants and 
the elements necessary to provide for their political existence. 

II. To form new States within the boundaries of existing ones provided the fol- 
lowing requisites are complied with: 

l. That the section or sections aspiring to statehood have a population of 120,000 
inhabitants at least. 

2. That proof be given to the Congress that it has sufficient means to provide for 
its Ae cia 

3. That the legislatures of the States affected be heard as to the advisability or 
inadvisability of granting such statehood, which opinion shall be given within six 
months after the date of the communication addressed to them on the subject. 

4. That the opinion of the Executive of the Federal Government be also heard on 
the subject; said opinion to be given within seven days after the date on which it 
Was requested. 

5. That the creation of the new State be voted upon favorably by two-thirds of the 
Representatives and Senators present in their respective Houses. 

6. That the resolution of the Congress be ratified by a majority of the State legis- 
lature, upon examination of the copy of the record of the case, provided that the 
levi-lamres of the States to which the section belongs shall have given their consent. 

7. If the legislatures of the States to which the section belongs have not given their 
consent, the ratification referred to in the foregoing clause shall be made by two-thirds 
of the legislatures of the other States. 

IV. To settle finally the limits of the States, terminating the ditferences which may 
anse between them relative to the demarcation of their respective territories, except 
when the differences be of a litigious nature. 

V. To change the residence of the supreme powers of the federation. 

VI. To legislate in all matters relating to the Federal District and the Territories, 
w hereinafter provided: 

l. The Federal District and the Territories shall be divided into municipalities, 
ech of which shall have the area and population sufficient for its own support and 
lor its contribution toward the common expenses, 

n Each e ROPAS shall be governed by a town council elected by direct vote 
ot the people. 

3. The Federal District and each of the Territories shall be administered by gov- 
emon under the direct orders of the President of the Republic. The governor of the 

ederal District shall dispatch with the President, and the governor of each Terri- 
try shall dispatch with the President through the duly constituted channels. The 
governor of the Federal District and the governor of each Territory shall be appointed 
by the President and mav be removed by him at will. 

4. The superior judges and those of first instance of the Federal District and those 
of the Territories shall be named by the Congress, acting in cach case as an electoral 
college. In the temporary or permanent absences of the said superior judges these 
shall he replaced by appointment of the Congress, and in recess by temporary appoint- 
ments of the permanent committee. The organic law shall determine the manner of 
filling temporary vacancies in the case of judges and shall designate the authority 

elore whom they shall be called to account for any dereliction, excepting the pro- 
‘Hons of this constitution with regard to the responsibility of officials, From and 
alter the year 1923 the superior judges and those ol first instance to which this clause 
refers mav only be removed from office for bad conduct and after impeachment, unless 
they shall have been promoted to the next higher grade. From and after the said 
date the compensation enjoyed by said officials shall not be diminished during their 
term of office. 

5. The office of the public attorney (ministerio publico) of the Federal District 
and of the Territories shall be in charge of an attorney general, who shall reside in 
the City of Mexico and of such public attorney or attorneys as the law may determine; 
the said attornev general shall be under the direct orders of the President of the 

€public, who shall appoint and may remove him at will. 

Il. To lay the taxes necessary to meet the expenditures of the budget. 

VIII. To establish the conditions upon which the executive may make loans on 

e credit of the nation; to approve the said loans and to recognize and order the pay- 
ment of the public debt. 

- To enact tariff laws on foreign commerce and to prevent restrictions from being 
on interstate commerce. 
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X. To legislate for the entire Republic in all matters relating to mining, commerce, 
and credit institutions, and to establish the sole bank of issue as provided in article 
28 of this constitution. ; 

XI. To create and abolish federal offices and to fix, increase, or decrease the com- 
pensation assigned thereto. 

XII. To declare war upon examination of the facts submitted by the executive. 

XIII. To regulate the manner in which letters of marque may be issued; to enact 
laws according to which prizes on land and sea shall be adjudged valid or invalid, and 
to frame the admiralty law for times of peace and war. 

XIV. To raise and maintain the army and navy of the union and to regulate their 
organization and service. 

V. To make rules for the organization and discipline of the national guard, reserv- 
ing for the citizens who compose it the right of appointing their respective comman- 
ders and officers, and to the States the power of instructing it in conformity with the 
discipline prescribed by the said regulations. 

XVI. To enact laws on citizenship, naturalization, colonization, emigration, immi- 
gration, and public health of the Republic. 

1. The public health service shall depend directly upon the president of the 
Republic without the intervention of any executive department, and its general 
provisions shall be binding aireueneut the Republic. 

2. In the event of epidemics of a grave or dangerous nature, of the invasion of dit 
eases from abroad, the public health service shall be called upon to put into force 
without delay the necessary preventive measures, subject to their subsequent sanc- 
tion by the president of the Republic. 

3. The sanitary authorities shall have executive faculties and their determinations 
shall be obeyed by the administrative authorities of the country. 

4. All measures which the public health service shall have put into effect in its 
campaign against alcoholism and the sale of substances injurious to man and to the 
race shall be subsequently revised by the Congress in such cases as fall within the 
jurisdiction of the latter. 

XVII. To enact laws on general means of communication, post-roads and post- 
offices and to enact laws as to the use and development of the waters subject to the 
Federal jurisdiction. . 

XVIII. To establish mints, regulate the value and kinds of the national currency, 
fix the value of foreign inet and adopt a general system of weights and measures. 

XIX. To make rules for the occupation and sale of public lands and the prices 
therefor. 

XX. To enact laws as to the organization of the diplomatic and consular services. 

XXI. To define the crimes and offenses against the Nation and to fix the penalties 
therefor. 

XXII. To grant amnesty for offenses subject to the jurisdiction of the federal courts. 

XXIII. To make rules for its internal government and to enact the naen 
visions to compel the attendance of absent representatives and senators and (0 
punish the acts of commission or omission of those present. 

XXIV. To issue the organic law of the auditor general’s office. 

XXV. To sit as an electoral college and to name the justices of the supreme cout, 
and the superior and inferior judges of the Federal District and territories. 

XXVI. To accept the resignations of the justices of the supreme court and of the 
superior and inferior judges of the Federal District and territories, and to name gub- 
stitutes in their absence and to appoint their successors. 

XXVII. To establish professional schools of scientific research and fine arts, voca- 
tional, agricultural, and trade schools, museums, libraries, observatories, and other 
institutes of higher learning, until such time as these establishments can be supported 
by private funds. These powers shall not pertain exclusively to the Federal Govern 
ment. 

All degrees conferred by any of the above institutions shall be valid throughout 
the Republic. 

XXVIII. To sit as an electoral college and to choose the person to assume the 
office of president of the Republic, either as a substitute president or as a president 
ad interim in the terms established by articles 84 and 85 of this constitution. 

XXIX. To accept the resignation of the President of the Republic. mek 

XXX. To audit the accounts which shall be submitted annually by the executive, 
this audit shall comprise not only the checking of the items disbursed under the 
budget but the exactness of and authorization for the expenditures in each case. 

XX XI. To make all laws necessary for carrying into execution the foregoing powers 
and all other powers vested by this constitution in the several branches of the 80V- 
ernment. 
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ART. 74. The House of Representatives shall have the following exclusive powers: 

I. To sit as an electoral college to exercise the powers conferred by law as to the 
election of the President. 

II. To watch by means of a special committee appointed from among its own 
members over the faithful performance by the auditor general of the nation in the 
discharge of his duties. ` 

a To appoint all the higher officers and other employees of the auditor general’s 
office. 

IV. To approve the annual budget, after a discussion as to what taxes must in its 
judgment be laid to meet the necessary expenditures. 

V. To take cognizance of all charges brought against public officials, as herein 
provided, for official offenses, and, should the circumstances so warrant, to impeach 
them before the Senate: and further to act as a grand jury to decide whether there 
is or ig not good ground for proceeding against any official enjoying constitutional 
i Seg whenever accused of offenses of the common order. sd 

VI. To exercise such other powers as may be expressly vested in it by this con- 
stitution, 

Art. 75. The House of Representatives, in passing the budget, shall assign a 
definite compensation to every office created by law, and if for any reason such com- 

tion shall not be assigned, the amount fixed in the preceding budget or in the 

w creating the office shall be presumed to be assigned. 

Art. 76. The Senate shall have the following exclusive powers: 

I. To approve the treaties and diplomatic conventions concluded by the Executive 
With foreign powers. 

If. To ratify the nominations made by the President of diplomatic ministers or 

agents, consuls general, higher officials of the treasury, colonels and other superior 
officers of the army and navy as by law provided. 
IU. To authorize the Executive to allow the national troops to go beyond the 
limits of the Republic or to permit foreign troops to pass through the national ter- 
ntory and to consent to the presence of foreign fleets for more than one month in 
Mexican waters. 

IV. To give its consent to the use, by the President, of the national guard beyond 
a eee of the respective States or Territories and to fix the amount of the force 

e used, 

V. To declare when the constitutional powers of any State have disappeared, that 
the occasion has arisen to give to the said State a provisional governor, who shall call 
for elections to be held according to the constitution and laws of the said State. The 
appointment of such a governor shall be made by the Senate with the approval of 
two-thirds of its members present or during recess by the permanent committee by 

e same two-thirds majority from among three names proposed by the President. 
The official thus selected shall not be chosen constitutional governor in the elections 
to be held under the call which he shall issue. This provision shall govern whenever 
the State constitutions do not provide for the contingency. 

I. To sit as a grand jury to take cognizance of such official offenses of functionaries 
% are expressly prescribed by this constitution. 
Pa To exercise such other powers a8 may be expressly vested in it by this con- 
ution. 

VIII. To adjust all political questions arising between the powers of a State when- 
ever one of them shall appeal to the senate or whenever by virtue of such differences 
a clash of arms has arisen to interrupt the constitutional order. In this event the 
senate shall decide in accordance with the Federal constitution and the constitution 
of the State involved. 

The exercise of this power and of the foregoing shall be regulated by law. 

Art. 77, Each house may, without the intervention of the other: 

I. Pass resolutions for matters exclusively relating to its own interior government. 

H. Communicate with the other house, and with the Executive through the inter- 
mediary of committees appointed from among its members. 

II. Appoint the employees in the office of the secretary and to make all rules and 
regulations for the said office. 

V. Issue a call for extraordinary elections to fill any vacancies which may have 
occurred in its membership. 


SECTION IV.—OF THE PERMANENT COMMITTEE. 
Arr, 78. During the recesses of the Congress there shall be a permanent committee 


Consisting of 29 members, 15 of whom shall be representatives and 14 senators, ap- 
Ponted by the respective houses on the eve of the day of adjournment. 
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ArT. 79. In addition to the powers expressly vested in it by this constitution, the 

permanent committee shall have the following powers: 
ae To a its consent to the use of the national guard as provided in article 76, 
clause IV. 

II. To administer the oath of office should the occasion arise, to the President, to 
the members of the supreme court, to the superior judges of the Federal District and 
territories, on such occasions as the latter officials may happen to be in the City of 
Mexico. 

III. To report on all pending matters, so that they may be considered in the ensuing 
session. 

IV. To call extraordinary sessions in the case of official offenses or offenses of the 
common order committed by secretaries of executive departments or justices of the 
supreme court, and official offenses committed by State governors provided the case 
shall have been already instituted by the committee of the grand jury, in which 
event no other business of the Congress shall be considered, nor shall the sessions be 
prolonged beyond the time necessary for a decision. 


CHAPTER III.--OF THE EXECUTIVE POWER. 


Art. 80. The exercise of the supreme executive power of the nation is vested in 4 
single individual who shall be called “President of the United States of Mexico.” 

Art. 81. The election of the President shall be direct in accordance with the pro- 
visions of the electoral law. 

Arr. 82. The President of the Republic shall have the following qualifications: 

I. Heshall be a Mexican citizen by birth, ia the full enjoyment of his rights and he 
must. be the son of Mexican parents by birth. 

II. He shall be over 35 years of age at the time of election. 

III. He shall have resided in the country during the entire year prior to the election. 

IV. He shall not belong to any ecclesiastical order nor be a minister of any religious 
creed. 

V. In the event of belonging to the army he shall have retired from active service % 
days immediately prior to the election. 

Vi. He shall not be a secretary or assistant secretary of any executive department 
unless he shall have resigned from office 90 days prior to the election. 

VII. He shall not have taken part, directly or indirectly, in any uprising, not or 
military coup. 

Arr. 83. The President shall enter upon the duties of his office on the first day of 
December, shall serve four years and shall never be reelected. 

The citizen who shall replace the constitutional President in the event of his perms- 
nent disability shall not be elected President for the ensuing term. cae 

Nor shall the person designated as Acting President during the temporary disabilities 
of the constitutional President be reelected President for the ensuing term. 

ART. 84. In the event of the permanent disability of the President of the Republic, 
if this shall occur within the first two years of the respective term, the Congres, if 
in session, shall forthwith act as an electoral college and with the attendance of at 
Jeast two-thirds of its total membership shall choose a President by secret ballot snd 
by a majority vote; and the same Congress shall issue the call for Presidential elections 
and shall endeavor to have the date set for this event as far as possible coincide with 
the date of the next election of Representatives and Senators to Congress. 

Should the disability of the President occur while Congress is in recess, the perma- 
nent committee shall forthwith designate a President ad interim who shal) call Congress 
together in extraordinary session, in order that it may in turn issue the call for Presi- 
dential elections in the manner provided in the foregoing article. 

Should the disability of the President occur in the last two years of the respective 
term, the Congress, if in session, shall choose the substitute to conclude the pen 
of the Presidential term; if Congress shall not be in session the permanent committee 
shall choose a President ad interim and shall summon Congress in extraordinary 
session in order that it may act as an electoral college and proceed to the election of the 
substitute President. 

The President ad interim may be chosen by Congress as substitute President. | 

The citizen designated as President ad interim for the purpose of calling elections, 
in the event of the disability of the President within the two first years of the har eon 
term, shall not be chosen in the elections held to fill such vacancy and for w ch he 
was designated. 

ART. 85. If the President-elect shall fail to present himself at the beginning of any 
constitutional term, or the election not have been held and the result made known by 
the Ist of December, the outgoing President shall nevertheless vacate office and the 
President ad interim chosen by the Congress, or in its recess by the permanent coi- 


, committee if the Congress shall not be in session, shall 
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mittee, shall forthwith assume the executive power. All action taken hereunder shall 
be governed by the provisions of the foregoing article. 

In case of a temporary disability of the President, the Congress, or the permanent 

designate apActing President dur- 
ing such disability. If a temporary disability shall become permanent the action 
prescribed in the preceding article shall be taken. 

In the event ofa leave of absence granted to the President of the Republic the person 
acting in his stead shall not be disqualified from being elected in the ensuing period, 
provided he shall not have been in office during the holding of elections. 

Art. 86. The President may not resign office except for grave cause, upon which 
the Congress shall pass, to which body the resignation shall be tendered. 

Art. 87. The President before entering upon the discharge of the duties of his 
ofice, shall make the following affirmation before the Congress, or in its recess before 
the permanent committee: l 

“I do solemnly affirm that I will defend and enforce the Constitution of the United 
States of Mexico and the laws arising thereunder and that I will faithfully and con- 
sientiously perform the duties of President of the United States of Mexico, to which 
Ihave been chosen by the people, having ever in mind the welfare and prosperity of 
the nation; if I shall fail to do so, may the nation call me to account.” 

Art, 88. The President may not absent himeelf from the national territory without 
the permission of the Congress. 

Ant. 89. The President shall have the following powers and duties: 

I. To promulgate and execute the laws enacted by the Congress, providing in the 
administrative sphere for their faithful observance. 

lI. To appoint and remove at will the secretaries of executive departments, the 
attorney general of the Republic, the governor of the Federal district, the governors 
of territories, the attorney general of the Federal district and territories; and to appoint 
and remove at will all other Federal employees whose appointment or removal ig 
not otherwise provided for by law or in this constitution. 

HI. To appoint by and with the approval and consent of the Senate all ministers, 
diplomatic agents and consuls general. 

V. To appoint by and with the approval of the Senate the colonels and other 
penar officers of the army and navy and the superior oflicials of the Treasury. 

’. To appoint all other officers of the army and navy as by law provided. 

VI. To dispose of the permanent land and sea forces for the domestic safety and 
defense of the Union. : 
me To dispose of the national guard for the same purposes, as provided by Article 

, Clause IV, 

VIII. To declare war in the name of the United States of Mexico, after the passage 
of the corresponding resolution by the Congress. N 

IX. To grant letters of marque, upon the terms and conditions fixed by the Congress. 

X. To conduct diplomatic negotiations and to enter into treaties with foreign powers, 
submitting them for ratification to the Congress. _ l l 
_ XI. To call Congress or either of the Houses in extraordinary session, whenever 
in his judgment it may be advisable. NA 

XII. To afford the judiciary all the assistance necessary for the expeditious exercise 
of its functions. l ! 

XIII. To open all kinds of ports, establish maritime and frontier customs houses 
and designate their location. ae l 

IV. To grant, according to law, pardons to criminals sentenced for offenses within 
the jurisdiction of the Federal tribunals, and to all persons sentenced for offenses of 

e common order in the Federal district and territories. ) 

AV. To grant exclusive privileges for a limited time, and according to the respective 
laws, to discoverers, inventors or improvers in any branch of industry. 

(VI. Whenever the Senate shall not be in session the President may temporarily 
make the appointments enumerated in Clauses III and IV hereof, but these appoint- 
ments shall be submitted to the Senate so soon as it reconvenes. 

XVII. To exercise such other rights and duties as are expressly conferred upon him 
by this constitution. ; 

ArT. 90. For the transaction of administrative matters of the Federal Government 
there shall be the number of secretaries of executive departments which the Congress 
may by law establish, which law shall likewise assign among the several departments 

€seVeral matters with which each shall be charged. ; 

RT. 91. No person shall be appointed secretary of an executive department who is 
hot a Mexican citizen by birth and in the enjoyment of his rights and who has not 
attained the age of 30 years. 

Arr, 92. All rules, regulations, decrees and orders of the President shall be signed 
by thesecretary of the executive department to which the matter pertains. They shall 
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not be binding without this requisite. All rules, regulations and orders of the Presi- 
dent touching the government of the Federal district and of the administrative de 
partments shall he transmitted directly by the President to the governor of the district , 
and to the chief of the respective department. 

Art. 93. The secretaries of executive departments shall on the opening of each 
regular session report to the Congress as to the state of their respective departments. 
Either House may summon a secretary of an executive department to inform it, 
whenever a bill or other matter pertaining to his department is under discussion. 


CHAPTER IV—OF THE JUDICIAL POWERS. 


Arr. 94. The judicial power of the federation is vested in a Supreme Court and in 
circuit and district courts, whose number and powers shall be fixed by law. The 
Supreme Court of Justice shall consist of 11 members; its sittings shall be in banc and 
open to the public, except in the cases where public interest or morality shall other- 
wise require. It shall meet at such times and under such conditions as by law pre- 
scribed. No sittings of the court shall be held without the attendance of at least two- 
thirds of its total membership, and all decisions rendered shall be by a majority vote. 

The justices of the supreme court chosen to this office in the forthcoming elections 
shall serve two years; those elected at the conclusion of this first term shall serve four 
years, and from and after the year 1923 the justices of the supreme court, the circuit 
and district judges may only be removed for malfeasance and after impeachment pro- 
ceedings, unless the circuit and district judges be promoted to the next higher grade. 

The same provision shall govern in so fay as it be applicable to the terms of two and 
four years, respectively, to which this article refers. 

Art. 95. The justices of the supreme court shall have the following qualifications: 

I. They shall be Mexican citizens by birth, in the full enjoyment of their civil and 
political rights. 

II. They shall be over 35 years of age at the time of election. 

III. They shall be graduates in Iaw, of some institution or corporation authorized by 
law to confer such degrees. 

IV. They shall be of good repute and not have been convicted of any offense pun- 
ishable with more than one year’s imprisonment; but conviction of larceny, deceit, 
forgery, embezzlement, or any other offense seriously impairing their good name in the 
public ae shall disqualify them for office, whatever may have been the penalty 
imposed. 

vy They shall have resided in the country for the last five years, except in the case 
of absence due to public service abroad for a period not exceeding six months. 

Arr. 96. The members of the supreme court of justice shall be chosen by the Con- 
gress, acting as an electoral college; the presence of at least two-thirds of the total 
number of representatives and senators shall be necessary for such action. The elec- 
tion shall be by secret ballot and by a majority vote, and shall be held as among 
the candidates previously proposed, one being nominated by each State legislature 
as provided in the respective State laws. 

ghould no candidate receive a majority on the first ballot, the balloting shall be 
repeated between the two candidates receiving the highest number of votes. 

Arr. 97. All circuit and district judges shall be appointed by the ou hae court 
of justice; they shall have such qualifications as by law required shall serve four 
years, and shall not be removed except by impeachment proccedings or for incapacity 
to discharge their duties, in accordance with the law. 

The supreme court of justice may remove the district judges from one district to 
another, or it may fix their seats in another locality as it may deem most advantageous 
to the public business. A similar procedure shall be observed in the case of curcult 
judges. ee 
The supreme court of justice may likewise appoint auxiliary circuit and district 
judges to assist In the labors of such courts as have an excessive amount of busines 10 
order that the administration of justice may be speedy; it shall also name one or more 
of its members or some district or circuit judge or shall designate one or more speci 
commissioners whenever it shall deem it advisable or on the request of the President 
or of either house or of any State governor, solely for the purpose of inquiring into 
the behavior of any judge or Federal justice or into any fact or facts which amount to8 
violation of any individual rights or to the subversion of the popular will or any other 
offense punishable by Federal statute. 

The circuit and district courts shall be assigned among the several justices of the 
supreme court, who shall visit them periodically, shall observe the conduct of their 
judges, listen to any complaint presented against them, and perform all such other acts 
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asthe law may require. The supreme court shall appoint and remove at will its clerk 
of the court and other employees on the roster established by law. The circuit and 
sai judges shall likewise appoint and remove at will their respective clerks and 
employees. 

The supreme court shall choose each year one of its members to act as chief justice 
with the right of reelection. 

Fach justice of the supreme court, on assuming office, shall make an affirmation 
before Congress, or if this is in recess, before the permanent committee, as follows: 

The presiding officer shall say, ‘‘Do you promise to perform faithfully and cor- 
acientiously the duties of justice of the supreme court with which you have been 
charged and to defend and enforce the constitution of the United States of Mexico 
and the laws arising thereunder, having ever in mind the welfare and prosperity of 
the nation?” To which the justice shall reply, “I do.” On which the presiding 
oficer shall answer, ‘‘If you fail to do so, may the nation call you to account.” 

The circuit and district judges shall make the affirmation of office before the supreme 
court or before such other authority as the law may determine. 

ART. 98. No temporary disability of a justice of the supreme court not exceeding 
one month shall be filled, provided there be otherwise a quorum. In the absence 
of a quorum the Congress, or in its recess the permanent committee, shall name a 
substitute selected from among the candidates submitted by the States for the elec- 
tion of the justice in question and not chosen, to serve during such disability. If 
the disability do not exceed two months, the Congress, or during its recess the per- 
manent committee, shall choose at will a temporary justice. 

In the event of the death, resignation, or disqualification of any justice of the 
supreme court, a new election shall be held by the Congress to fill this vacancy, as 
provided in article 96. 

If the Congress shall not be in session the permanent committee shall make a tem- 
porary appointment until such time as the Congress shall convene and proceed to 
the corresponding election. 

Art. 99. The resignation of a justice of the supreme court shall only be accepted 
for grave cause, to be passed upon by the Congress, to whom the resignation shall 
be tendered. If the Congress is in recess the power to act in this matter shall pertain 
to the permanent committee. 

Art. 100. The supreme court shall grant all leaves of absence of its members when 
they do not exceed one month; such as do exceed this period shall be granted by the 

ouse of Representatives, or during its recess by the permanent committee. 

Art. 101. No justice of the supreme court, circuit or district judge, nor clerk of 
any of these courts shall under any circumstances accept any State, federal, or private 
commission or office, excepting honorary titles from scientific, literary, or charitable 
associations. The violation of this provision shall work a forfeiture of office. 

ArT. 102. The office of the public attorney shall be organized in accordance with 
the law, and the public attorneys shall be appointed and removed at will by the 
Executive. They shall be under the direction of an attorney general. who shall 
i the same qualifications as are required for the oflice of justice of the supreme 
court, 

The public attorneys shall be charged with the judicial prosecution of all federal 
offenses: they shall accordingly sue out all orders of arrest, assemble and offer all evi- 

ence as to the responsibility of the accused, see that the trials are conducted in due 
order so that the administration of justice may be speedy, pray the imposition of 
sentence, and in general take part in all matters required by law. 

The attorney general of the Republic shall personally intervene in matters to which 
the Federal Government is a party, in cases affecting ministers, diplomatic agents, 
and consuls general, and in all controversies between two or more States of the Union, 

tween the Federal Government and a State, or between the several powers of a 
State. The attorney general may either personally or through one of the public 
o take part in all other cases in which the public attorneys are called upon 

act. 


The attorney general shall be the legal advisor of the Government, and both he and 
the public attornevs under his orders shall faithfully obey the law and shall be liable 
or ae breaches or for any violations in which they may incur in the discharge of 

er duties. 

Art. 103. The federal tribunals shall take cognizance of: 
| L. All controversies arising out of laws or acts of the authorities when the latter 
infringe any individual rights. 

. All controversies arising out of laws or acts of the Federal authorities which 
t or encroach upon the sovereignty of the States. 

. 441. All controversies arising out of laws or acts of the State authorities which 
invade the sphere of the Federal authorities. 
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ART. 104. The Federal tribunals shall have jurisdiction over: 

I. All controversies of a civil or criminal nature arising out of the application and 
enforcement of the Federal laws, or out of treaties concluded with foreign power. 
Whenever such controversies affect only private rights, the regular local courts of the 
States, the Federal district and territories shall, at the election of the plaintiff, assume 
jurisdiction. Appeal may be had from all judgments of first instance to the next higher 
tribunal of the same court in which the case was first heard. Appeal may be taken 
from sentences of second instance to the supreme court of justice, which appeal ehall 
pe prepare submitted, and prosecuted in accordance with the procedure provided 

aw. 
IL. All cases pertaining to admiralty law. 

III. All cases to which the Federal Government may be a party. 

IV. All cases arising between two or more States or between any State and the 
Federal Government, as well as those arising between the courts of the Federal dis- 
trict and those of the Federal Government or of a State. 

V. All cases arising between a State and one or more citizens of another State. 

VI. All cases concerning diplomatic agents and consular officers. 

ArT. 105. The supreme court of justice shall have exclusive jurisdiction in all 
controversies arising between two or more States, between the powers of govern- 
ment of any State as to the constitutionality of their acts, or between one or more 
States and the Federal Government, and in all cases to which the Federal Govern- 
ment may be a party. 

ART. 106. The supreme court of Justice shall likewise have exclusive jurisdiction 
to determine all questions of jurisdiction between the Federal tribunals, between these 
and those of the States, or between those of one State and those of another. 

ART. 107. All controversies mentioned in Article 103 shall be prosecuted by the 
injured party in accordance with the judicial forms and procedure which the law 
shall establish, subject to the following conditions: 

I. The judgment shall always be so drawn as to affect exclusively private indi- 
viduals, and shall confine itself to affording them protection in the special case to which 
the complaint refers; but it shall make no general statement as to the law or the act 
that may have formed the basis for the complaint. 

II. In civil or penal suits, excepting those mentioned in Clause IX hereof, the wnt 
of “amparo”! shall issue only against final judgments when no other ordinary recourse 
is available by which these judgments may be modified or amended, if the violation 
of the law shall have occurred in the judgment, or if, although committed during the 
course of the trial, objection was duly noted and protest entered against the denial of 
reparation, and provided further, that if committed in first instance it shall have 
been invoked in second instance as a violation of the law. 

When the writ of ‘‘amparo” is sought against mesne judgments, in accordance 
with the provisions of the foregoing clause, these rules shall be observed as far as 
applicable. l ; 

Nothwithstanding the foregoing provision, the supreme court may in penal cases 
waive any defects in the petition when there has been a manifest violation of the 
law which has left the petitioner without recourse, or when he has been tried by à 
law not strictly applicable to the case, provided failure to take advantage of this 
violation has been merely an oversight. l 

III. In civil or penal suits the writ of “amparo” shall issue only if substantial 
portions of the rules of procedure have been violated, and provided further that the 
said violation shall deprive the petitioner of mefns of defense. 

IV. In addition to the case mentioned in the foregoing paragraph, the writ of 
“amparo” shall issue only on a final judgment in a civil suit, provided the require- 
ments set forth in Clause IT hereof have been complied with, when the said judgment 
shall be contrary to the letter of the law applicable to the case or contrary to its | 
interpretation, when it includes persons, actions, defenses, or things which have not 
been the object of the suit, or finally when all these have not been included either 
through omission or express refusal. 


1 This unique feature of Mexican law combines the essential elements of the extraordinary writs of 
habeas corpus, certiorari, and mandamus. It is a Federal procedure designed to give immediate pro 
tection when any of the fundamental rights of man are infringed by any authority, irrespective of category, 
or to excuse the obedience of a law or decree which has invaded the Federal or local sphere. Its use is most 
extensive, embracing minors, persons absent abroad acting through a “next friend,” corporation, etc. 
An important feature is that it merely gives protection to a specific person or entity, and never makes 
any general statement of law. It could, hence, never declare a law unconstitutional, though it would 
give imediate protection as soon as the law in question acted on any person, H. N. B 
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V. In peral suits the authorities responsible for the violation shall stay the exe- 
cution of final judgment against which the writ of “amparo” has been sought; for 
this purpose the petitioner shall, within the period set by law, give notice, under 
oath, to the said authorities of the interposition of this recourse, accompanying it 
with two copies of the petition, one of which shall be delivered to the opposing party 
and the other filed. 

VI. The execution of a final judgment in civil suits shall only be stayed when the 
petitioner shall give bond to cover damages occasioned thereby, unless the 
other party shall give a counter bond (1) to guarantee that the normal conditions and 
relations previously existing be restored, and (2) to pay the corresponding damages 
in the event of the granting of the ‘‘amparo.’”’ In such event the interposition of 
the recourse of ‘‘amparo”’ shall be communicated as provided in the foregoing clause. 

VII. If a writ of “amparo” be sought against a final judgment, a certified copy of 
such portions of the record as the petitioner may desire shall be requested from the 
authority responsible for the violation; to this there shall be added such portions 
as the other party may desire and a clear and succinct statement by the said author- 
ity of the justification of the act protested; note shall be made of this on the record. 

VIII. When a writ of “amparo” is sought against a final judgment, the petition 
shall be brought before the supreme court; this petition, together with a copy required 
by clause VII, shall be either presented to the supreme court or sent through the 
authority responsible for the violation or through the district court of the corresponding 
State. The supreme court shall render judgment without any other formality or 
procedure than the petition, the document presented by the other party and that 
of the attorney general or the public attorney he may name in his stead, and shall 
ae no other legal question than that contained in the complaint. 

IX. When the acts of an authority other than the judicial are involved or the acts 
of the judiciary exercised outside of the suit or after the termination thereof, or acts 
committed during the suit whose execution is of impossible reparation, or which affect 
persons not parties to the suit, the writ of “amparo” shall be sought before the dis- 
tnct court within whose jurisdiction is located the place where the act protested was 
committed or attempted; the procedure in this case shall be confined to the report 
of the authority and to a hearing, the call for which shall be issued in the same order 
of the court as that calling for the report. This hearing shall be held at as early a date 
as possible, the testimony of both parties offered, arguments heard which shall not 
exceed one hour for each side, and finally the judgment which shall be pronounced 
at the same hearing. The judgment of the district court shall be final if the inter- 
ested parties do not appeal to the supreme court within the period set by law and in 
the manner preser bed y Clause VIÍI. 

In case of a violation of the guaranties of articles 16, 19, and 20, recourse shall be had 
through the appellate court of the court committing the breach or to the corresponding 

nct court. An appeal against the decision of any of these courts may be taken 
to the supreme court. , 

If the district judge shall not reside in the same locality as the official guilty of the 
violation, the judge before whom the petition of “‘amparo”’ shall be submitted shall 
be determined by law; this judge shall be authorized to suspend temporarily the 
execution of the act protested in accordance with the terms established by law. 

. Any official failing to suspend the execution of the act protested, when in duty 
bound to do so, or when he admits an insufficient or improper bond, shall be turned 
over to the proper authorities; the civil and penal liability of the official shall in these 
cases be a joint liability with the person offering the bond and his surety. 

XI. If a the granting of an “amparo,” the guilty official shall persist in the act. 
or acts against which the petition of “amparo” was filed, or shall seek to render of 
no effect the judgment of the Federal authority, he shall be forthwith removed from 
Office and faeries. for trial to the Porre pon CDE district court. 

II. Wardens and jailers who fail to receive a duly certified copy of the formal 
order of commitment within the 72 hours granted by article 19, reckoned from the 
time the accused is placed at the disposal of the court, shall bring this fact to the 
attention of the court, immediately upon de uehben of this period: and if the proper 
order be not received within the next three hours the accused shall be set at li erty. 

Any official who shall violate this poe and the article referred to in the fore- 
going paragraph shall be immediately turned over to the proper authorities. Any 
official or agent thereof who, after an arrest has been made, shall fail to place the 
accused atthe disposition of the court within the next 24 hours shall himself be turned 
over to the proper authority. hans 

If the detention be effected outside the locality in which the court is situated, there 

be added to the period mentioned in the preceding sentence the time necessary 
vel from the said locality to that where the detention took place, 
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TITLE IV.—OF THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF OFFICIALS. 


Art. 108. Senators and representatives of Congress, justices of the supreme court, 
secretaries of executive departments, and the attorney general of the Republic shall 
be liable for all common offenses committed during their term of office, as well ae for 
all official offenses or acts of commission or omission in which they may incur in the 
discharge of their duties. 

Governors of States and members of State legislatures shall be liable for violation of 
the constitution and the Federal laws. 

The President of the Republic may only be impeached during his term of office 
for high treason and common offenses of a serious character. 

ArT. 109. If the offense belongs to the common order the House of Representatives, 
eons as a grand jury, shall determine by a majority vote of its total membership 
whether there is or is not any ground for proceeding against the accused. 

If the finding be favorable to the seemed: no further action shall be taken; but such 
finding shall not be a bar to the prosecution of the charge so soon as the constitutional 
privilege shall cease, since the finding of the House does not in any way determine 
the merits of the charge. 

If the finding be adverse, the accused shall ipso facto be removed from office and 
be placed at the disposition of the ordinary courts of justice, except in the case of the 
President of the Republic, who may only be impeached before the Senate, as in the 
case of an official oftense. i 

Arr. 110. No constitutional privélege shall be extended to any high Federal func- 
tionary when tried for official offenses, misdemeanors, or omissions committed in the 
discharge of another public office or commission, during the time in which the privilege 
is enjoyed by law. This provision shall be applicable to cases of common offenses 
committed during the discharge of the said office or commission. In order that pro- 
ceedings may be instituted when the functionary shall have returned to his original 
office the provisions set forth in the foregoing article shall be observed. 

ArT. 111. The Senate acting as a grand jury shall try all cases of impeachment; 
but it may not institute such proceedings without a previous accusation brought by 
the House of Representatives. 

If the Senate should, after hearing the accused and conducting such proceedings 
as it may deem advisable, determine by a majority vote of two-thirds of its total 
membership that the accused is guilty, the latter shall be forthwith removed from 
office by virtue of such decision, or be disqualified from holding any other oflice 
for such time as the law may determjne. 

When the same offense is punishable with an additional penalty, the accused shall 
be placed at the disposition of the regular authorities, who shall judge and sentence 
him in accordance with the law. 

In all cases embraced by this article and in those included by the preceding both 
the decisions of the grand jury and the findings of the House of Representatives shall 
be final. 

Any person shall have the right to denounce before the House of Representatives 
offenses of a common order or of an official character committed by high Federal 
functionaries; and whenever the said House of Representatives shall determine that 
there exist good grounds for impeachinent proceedings before the Senate, 1t shall 
name a committee from among its own members to sustain the charges brought. 

The Congress shall as soon as possible enact a law as to the responsibility of all 
Federal otlicials and employees, which shall fix as oflicial offenses all acts, of commis 
sion or omission, which may prejudice the public interest and eflicient administn- 
tion, even though such acts may not heretofore have been considered offenses. These 
officials shall be tried by a jury in the same manner as provided for trials by Jury 12 
article 20. 

ART. 112. No pardon shall be granted the offender in cases of impeachment. 

Art. 113. The responsibility for ofticial breaches and offenses may only be enforced 
during such time as the functionary shall remain in oifice and for one year thereafter. 

Art. 114. In civil cases no privilege nor immunity in favor of any public functionary 
ghall be recognized. 


TITLE V.—OF THE STATES OF THE FEDERATION. 


Art. 115. The States shall adopt for their internal administration the pop ular, 
representative, republican form of government; they shall have as the basis of thelr 
territorial division and political and administrative organization the free munici- 
pality, in accordance with the following provisions: 

A Each municipality shall be administered by a town council chosen by direct 
vote of the peop’, and no authority shall intervene between the municipality and 
the State government. 
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II. The municipalities shall freely administer their own revenues, which shall be 
derived from the taxes fixed by the State legislatures, which shall at all times be 
sufficient to meet their needs. 

IIL. The municipalities shall be regarded as enjoying corporate existence for all 
legal purposes. 

The Federal Executive and the State governors shall have command over all public 
forces of the municipalities wherein they may permanently or temporarily reside. 

Constitutional State governors shall not be reelected, nor shall their term of office 
exceed four years. 

The prohibitions of article 83 are applicable to governors and to substitute or ad 
interim governors. 

The number of representatives in the State legislatures shall be in proportion to the 
inhabitants of each State, but in no case shall the number of representatives in any 
State legislature be less than 15. 

Each electoral district of the States shall choose a representative and an alternate to 
the State legislature. 

Every State governor shall be a Mexican citizen by birth and a native thereof, or 
Tesident therein not less than five years immediately prior to the day of election, 

Art. 116. The States shall have the power to fix among themselves by friendly 
agreements their respective boundaries; but these agreements shall not be carried 
into effect without the approval of the Congress. 

Art. 117. No State shall— 

I. Enter into alliances, treaties, or coalitions with another State or with foreign 
powers. 

II. Grant letters of marque or reprisal. 

III, Coin money, issue paper money, stamps of stamped paper. 

IV. Levy taxes on persons or property passing through its territory. 

V. Prohibit or tax, directly or indirectly, the entry into its territory or the with- 
drawal therefrom of any merchandise, foreign or domestic. 

VI. Burden the circulation or consumption of domestic or foreign merchandise 
With taxes or duties to be collected by local customhouses or subject to inspection 
the said merchandise or require it to be accompanied by documents. 

_VII. Enact or maintain in force laws or fiscal regulations discriminating, by taxa- 
tion or otherwise, between merchandise, foreign or domestic, on account of its origin, 
whether this discrimination be established with regard to similar local products or 
to similar products of foreign origin. 

VIII. Issue bonds of the public debt payable in foreign coin or outside the Federal 
territory; contract loans, direcily or indirectly, with any foreign government, or 
asume any obligation in favor of any foreign corporation or individual, requiring 
the issue of cern A or bonds payable to bearer or negotiable by indorsement. 
Rata Congress and the State legislatures shall forthwith enact laws against 
alcoholism. 

ArT. 118.—No State shall, without the consent of the Congress: 

I. Establish tonnage dues or other port charges, or impose taxes or other duties 
upon imports or exports. 

II. Keep at any time permanent troops or vessels of war. 

fake war on its own behalf on any foreign power, except in cases of invasion or of 
such imminent peril as to admit of no delay. In such event the State shall give 
notice immediately to the President of the Republic. 

_Art. 119.—Every State is bound to deliver without delay to the demanding authori- 
ties the fugitives from justice from other States or from foreign nations. 

_Tn such cases the writ of the court granting the extradition shall operate as a sufti- 
Client warrant for the detention of the accused for one month in the case of extradition 
from one State to another and for two months in the case of international extradition. 

ArT. 120.—The State governors are bound to publish and enforce the Federal laws. 

‘ART. 121.—Full faith and credit shall be given in each State of the federation to 
the public acts, records, and judicial proceedings of all the other States. The Congress 
Shall by general laws prescribe the manner of proving the said acts, records, and pro- 
corttinge and the effect thereof, as hereinafter provided. 

I. The laws of a State shall only be binding within its own confines, and shall 

erefore have no extraterritorial force. 

IT. Movable and immovable property shall be governed by the lex sitae. 

HI. Judgments of a State court as to property and property rights situated in another 
State shall only be binding when expressly so provided by the law of the latter State. 

Judgments relating to personal rights shall only be binding in another State pro- 
vided the person shall have expressly, or impliedly by reason of domicile, submitted 
to the jurisdiction of the court rendering such judgment, and provided further that 
personal service shal] have been secured. 
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IV. All acts of civil status performed in accordance with the laws of one State 
shall be binding in all other States. 

V. All professional licenses issued by the authorities of one State in accordance 
with its laws shall be valid in all other States. 

ART. 122.—The powers of the union are bound to protect the States against all 
invasion or external violence. In case of insurrection or internal disturbance they 
shall give them the same protection, provided the legislature of the State, or the 
executive thereof if the legislature is not in session, shall so request. 


TITLE VI.—OF LABOR AND SOCIAL WELFARE. 


ART. 123.—The Congress and the State legislatures shal] make laws relative to labor, 
with due regard for the needs of each region of the Republic and in conformity with 
the following principles, and these principles and laws shall govern the labor of 
skilled and unskilled workmen, employees, domestic servants and artisans, and in 
general every contract of labor. 

1. Eight hours shall be the maximum limit of a day’s work. 

II. The maximum limit of night work shall be seven hours. Unhealthy and dan- 
gerous occupations are forbidden to all women and to children under 16 years of age. 
Night work in factories is likewise forbidden to women and to children under 16 
years age, nor shall they be employed in commercial establishments after 10 o'clock 
at night. 

Ill. The maximum limit of a day’s work for children over 12 and under 16 year 
of age shall be six hours. The work of children under 12 years of age can not be 
made the object of a contract. 

IV. Every workman shall enjoy’ at least one day's rest for every six days’ work. 

V. Women shall not perform any physical work requiring considerable physical 
effort during the three months immediately preceding parturition; during the month 
following parturition they shall necessarily enjoy a period of rest and shall receive 
their salaries or wages in full and retain their employment and the rights they may 
have acquired under their contracts, During the period of lactation they shall 
enjoy two extraordinary daily periods of rest of one-half hour each in order to nurse 
their children. 

VI. The minimum wage to be received by a workman shall be that considered 
sufficient, according to the conditions prevailing in the respective region of the country 
to satisfy the normal needs of the life of the workman, his education, and his lawiul 
pleasures, considering him as the head of a family. In all agricultural, commercial, 
` manufacturing, or mining enterprises the workmen shall have the right to participate 
in the profits in the manner fixed in Clause IX of this article. 

VII. The same compensation shall be paid for the same work without regard to 
sex or nationality. 

VIII. The minimum wage shall be exempt from attachment, set-off, or discount. 

IX. The determination of the minimum wage and of the rate of profit-sharing de- 
scribed in clause VI shall be made by special commissions to be appointed in each 
municipality and to be subordinated to the central board of conciliation to be estab- 
lished in each state. 

X. All wages shall be paid in legal currency and shall not be paid in merchandise 
orders, counters, or any other representative token with which it is sought to sub- 
stitute money. 

XI. When owing to special circumstances it becomes necessary to increase the 
working hours there shall be paid as wages for the overtime 100 per cent more than 
those fixed for regular time. In no case shall the overtime exceed three hours nor 
continue for more than three consecutive days; and no women of whatever age nor 
bove under 16 years of age may engage in overtime work. 

XII. In every agricultural, industrial, mining, or similar class of work employers 
are bound to furnish their workmen confortable and sanitary dwelling places, for 
which they may charge rents not exceeding one-half of 1 per cent per month of the 
assessed value of the properties. They shall likewise establish schools, dispensaries. 
and other services necessary to the community. If the factories are located within 
inhabited places and more than 100 persons are employed therein, the first of the 
above-mentioned conditions shall be complied with. ` 

XIII. Furthermore, there shall be set aside in these labor centers, whenever their 

opulation exceeds 200 inhabitants, a space of land not less than 5,000 square meters 
for the establishment of public markets, and the construction of building designed 
for municipal service and places of amusement. No saloons or pambling houses 
ghall be permitted in such labor centers, 

XIV. Employers shall be liable for labor accidents and occupational disease? 
arising from work; therefore employers shall pay the proper indemnity, acco 
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to whether death or merely temporary or permanent disability has ensued, in ac- 
cordance with the provisions of law. “This hability shall remain in force even though 
the employer contract for the work through an agent. 

XV. Miaiployers shall be bound to observe in the installation of their establishments 
all the provisions of law regarding hygiene and sanitation and to adopt adequate 
measures to prevent accidents due to the use of machinery, tools, and working mate- 
rials, as well as to organize work in such a manner as to assure the greatest guaranties 
posible for the health and lives of workmen compatible with the nature of the work, .- 
under penalties which the law shall determine. oa 

XVI. Workmen and employers shall have the right to unite for the defense Pd 
their respective interests, by forming syndicates, unions, etc. 

XVIJ. The law shall recognize the right of workmen and employers to strike and 
to suspend work. 

XVIIL. Strikes shall be lawful when by the employment of peaceful means they 
shall aim to bring about a balance between the various factors of production and 
to harmonize the rights of capital and labor. In public services the workmen shall 
be obliged to give notice 10 days in advance to the board of conciliation and arbitra- 
tion of the date set for the suspension of work. Strikes shall only be considered 
unlawful when the majoritv of the strikers shall resort to acts of violence against 
persons or property, or 1n case of war when the strikers belong to establishments and 
services dependent on the Government. Employees of military manufacturing 
establishments of the Federal Government shall not be included in the provisions 
oi this clause, inasmuch as they are a dependency of the national army. 

XIX. Lockouts shall only be lawful when the excess of production shall render it 
necessary to shut down in order to maintain prices reasonably above the cost of pro- 
duction, subject to the approval of the board of conciliation and arbitration. 

XX. Differences or disputes between capital and labor shall be submitted for 
settlement to a board of conciliation and arbitration to consist of an equal number 
of representatives of the workmen and of the employers and of one representative 
of the Government. 

XXI. If the emplover shall refuse to submit his differences to arbitration or to 
accept the award rendered by the board, the labor contract shall be considered as 
terminated, and the employer shall be bound to indemnify the workman by the 

yment to him of three months’ wages, in addition to the liability whgch he may 
ave incurred by reason of the dispute. If the workman reject the award, the contract 
will be held to have terminated. ; 

_ XXII. An employer who discharges a workman without proper cause or for having 
Joined a union or syndicate or for having taken part in a lawful strike shall be bound, 
at the option of the workman, either to perform the contract or to indemnify him 
by the payment of three months’ wages. He shall incur the same liability if the 
workman shall leave his service on account of the lack of good faith on the part. of the 
employer or of maltreatment either as to his own person or that of his wife, parents, 
children, or brothers, or sisters. The employer can not evade this liability when the 
maltreatment is inflicted by subordinates or agents acting with his consent or knowl- 
ge, 

XXIII. Claims of workmen for salaries or wages accrued during the past vear and 
other indemnity claims shall be preferred over any other claims in cases of bankruptcy 
or execution proceedings. 

XXIV. Debts contracted by workmen in favor of their employers or their em- 
Ployers’ associates, subordinates, or agents, may only be charged against the workmen 
themselves, andin no case and for no reason collected from the members of his family. 
Nor shall such debts be paid by the taking of more than the entire wages of the work- 
man for any one month. 

XXV. No fee shall be charged for finding work for workmen by municipal offices, 
employment bureaus, or other public or private agencies. a 

I. Every contract between a Mexican citizen and a foreign principal shall be 
legalized before the competent municipal authority and viséed by the consul of the na- 
tion to which the workman is undertaking to go, on the understanding that in addition 
to the usual clauses special and clear provisions shall be inserted for the payment by 
the foreign rincipal making the contract of the cost to the laborer of repatriation. 

XXVII. The following stipulations shall be null and void and shall not bind the 
contracting parties, even though embodied in the contract: 

(a) Stipulations providing for inhuman day’s work on account of its notorious 
excessiveness, in view of the nature of the work. 

(b) Stipulations providing for a wage rate which in the judgment of the board of 
Conciliation and arbitration is not remunerative. 
mY Stipulations providing for a term of more than one week before the payment of 

ages, 
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(2) Stipulations providing for the assigning of places of amusement, eating places, 
cafés, taverns, saloons, or shops for the payment of wages, when employees of such 
establishments are not involved. 

(e) Stipulations involving a direct or indirect obligation to purchase articles of 
consumption in specified shops or places. 

(f) Stipulations permitting the retention of wages by way of fines. 

g) Stipulations constituting a waiver on the part of the workman of the indemnities 
to which he may become entitled by reason of labor accidents or occupational diseases, 
damages for nonperformance of the contract, or for discharge from work. 

(h) All other stipulations implying the waiver of some right vested in the workman 
by labor laws. 

XXVIII. The law shall decide what property constitutes the family estate. These 
goods shall be inalienable and may not Morgani, nished, or attached, and 
mey oe bequeathed and inherited with simplified formalities in the succession pro- 
ceedings. 

XXIX. Institutions of popular insurance established for old age, sickness, life 
unemployment, accident, and others of a similar character, are considered of social 
utility; the Federal and State Governments shall therefore encourage the organization 
of institutions of this character in order to instill and inculcate popular habits of thrift, 

XX. Cooperative associations for the construction of cheap and sanitary dwelling 
houses for workmen shall likewise be considered of social utility whenever these 
prope nies are designed to be acquired in ownership by the workmen within specified 

riods. 
i TITLE VII.—OF GENERAL PROVISIONS. 


Arr. 124. All powers not expressly vested in this constitution in the Federal au- 
thorities are understood to be reserved to the States. 

ART. 125. No person shall hold at the same time two Federal offices or one Federal 
and one State elective office; if elected to two, he shall choose between them. 

Art. 126. No payment shall be made which is not included in the budget or au- 
thorized by a law subsequent to the same. 

Art. 127. The President of the Republic, the justices of the supreme court, repre- 
sentatives and senators, and other public officials of the Federation who are chosen 
by popular election shall receive a compensation for their services which shall be 

<i by the Federal treasury and determined by law. This compensation may not 
Pe waived, and any law increasing or decreasing it shall have no effect during the 
period for which the functionary holds office. 

ArT. 128. Every public official, without exception, shall, before entering on the 
discharge of his duties, make an affirmation to maintain this constitution and the laws 
arising thereunder. 

ART. 129. In time of peace no military authorities shall exercise other functions 
than those bearing direct relation to military discipline. No fixed and permanent 
military posts shall be established other than in castles, forts, and arsenals depend 
directly upon the Federal Government, or in camps, barracks, or depots, establish 
outside of inhabited places for the stafioning of troops. 

ART. 130. The Federal authorities shall have exclusive power to exercise in matters 
of religious worship and outward ecclesiastical forms, such intervention as by law 
authorized, All other officials shall act as auxiliaries to the Federal authorities. 

The Congress shall not enact any law establishing or forbidding any religion what- 
go ever. 

Marriage is a civil contract. Marriage and all other acts relating to the civil status 
of individuals shall app srtain to the exclusive jurisdiction of the civil authorities 1n 
the manner and form by law provided, and they shall have the force and validity 
given them by said laws. 

A simple promise to tell the truth and to comply with obligations contracted shall 
“Uh hes the promisor, in the event of a breach, to the penalties established therefor 
by law. 

The law recognizing no corporate existence in the religious associations known 88 
churches. os 

The ministers of religious creeds shall be considered as persons exercising @ pro 
fession and shall be directly subject to the laws enacted on the subject. 

The State legislatures shall have the exclusive power of determining the maximum 
number of ministers of religious creeds according to the needs of each locality. Only 
a Mexican by birth may be a minister of any religious creed in Mexico. , 

No ministers of religious creeds shall, either in public or private meetings, oF 10 
acts of worship or religious propaganda, criticise the fundamental laws of the counuy, 
the authorities in particular or the Government in general; they shall have no vote, 
nor be eligible to office, nor shall they be entitled to assemble for political purposes. 
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Before dedicating new temples of worship for public use, permissicn shall be 
obtained from the department of the interior (governacion); the opinion of the 
respective governor of the State shall be previously heard on the subject. Every 
place of worship shall have a person charged with its care and maintenance, who 
shall be legally responsible for the faithful performance of the laws on religious 
ohservances within the said place of worship, and for all the objects used for pur- 
pes of worship. 

The caretaker of each place of public worship, together with ten citizens of the 
place, shall promptly advise the municipal authorities as to the person charged with 
the care of the said place of worship. The outgoing minister shall in every instance 
give notice of any change, for which purpose he shall be accompanied by the incom- 
ing minister and ten other citizens of the place. The municipal authorities under 
penalty of dismissal and fine, not exceeding 1,000 pesos for each breach, shall 
he responsible for the exact performance of this provision; they shall keep a register 
of the places of worship and other of the caretakers thereof, subject to the same penalty 
as above provided. The municipal authorities shall likewise give nctice to the de- 
partment of the intericr through the intermediary of the State governor, of any 
permission to open to the public use a new place of worship, as well as of any change 
in the caretakers. Gifts of personalty may be received in the interior of places of 
public worship. 

Under no conditions shall studies carried on in instituticns devoted to the pro- 
fesional training of ministers of religious creeds be ratified or be granted any other 
dispensation of privilege which shall have for its purpose the ratification of the said 
studies in official institutions. Any authority violating this provisicn shall be pun- 
ished criminally, and all such dispensation of privelege be null and void and shall 
invalidate wholly and entirely the professional degree toward the obtaining of which 
the infraction of this provision may in any way have contributed. 

No periodical publication which either by reason of its program, its title, or merely 
by its general tendencies, is of a religious character, shall comment upon any political 
aliairs of the nation, nor publish any information regarding the acts of the authorities 
y the country or of private individuals in so far as the latter have to do with public 
affairs. 

Every kind of political association whose name shall bear any word or any indica- 
tion relating to any religious belief is hereby strictly forbidden. No assemblies of 
any political character shall te held within places of public worship. 

No minister of any religious creed may inherit either on his own behalf or by 
means of a trustee or otherwise, any real property occupied by any association of 
religious propaganda or religious or charitable purposes. Ministers of religious creeds 
are incapable legally of inheriting by will from ministers of the same religious sect 
or from any private individual to whom they are not related by blood within the 
fourth degree. 

All real and personal property pertaining to the clergy or to religious institutions 
shall he governed, in so far as their acquisition by private parties is concerned, in 
ern with article 27 of this constitution. 

Ma trial by jury shall ever be granted for the infraction of any of the preceding 
ovisions. 

ART. 131. The Federal Government shall have exclusive power to levy duties on 
merchandise imported, exported, or passing in transit through the national Territory 
as well as to regulate at all times, and if necessary to forbid, for the sake of public 
safety or for police reasons, the circulation in the interior of the Republic of all kinds 
of goods, regardless of their origin; but the Federal Government shall have no power 
to establish or decree in the Federal district and Federal Territories the taxes and 
laws to which Clauses VI and VII of article 117 refer. 

ART. 132. All forts, barracks, warehouses, and other real property, destined by 
the Federal Government for public service or common use shall be under the juris- 
ction of the Federal authorities in accordance with the law which the Congress 
shall issue on the subject; any of these establishments which may subsequently be 
acquired within the territory of any State shall likewise be subject to Federal juris- 
iction, provided consent thereto shall have been obtained from the respective 
State legislature. 

ART. 133. This constitution and the laws of the United States of Mexico which 
shall be made in pursuance thereof and all treaties made or which shall be made 
under the authority of the President of the Republic, by and with the approval 
and consent of the Congress, shall be the supreme law of the land. And the judges 
In every State shall be bound by this constitution and by these laws and treaties, 
anything in the constitution or laws of any State to the contrary notwithstanding. 
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ART. 134. Bids shall be called for on all contracts which the Government may 
have occasion to enter into for the execution of any public works; these bids shall 
be submityed under seal and shall only be opened publicly. 


TITLE VUI.—OF THE AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 


Art. 135. The present constitution may be added to or amended. No amend- 
ment or addition shall become part of the constitution until agreed to by the Con- 
gress of the Union by a two-thirds vote of the Members present and approved by a 
majority of the State legislatures. The Congress shall count the votes of the legis- 
latures and make the declaration that the amendments or additions have been 
adopted. 

TITLE IX.—-OF THE INVIOLABILITY OF THE CONSTITUTION, 


ART. 136. This constitution shall not lose its force and vigor even though its ob- 
servance be interrupted by rebellion. In case that through any public disturbance 
a Government contrary to the principles which it sanctions be established. its force 
shall be restored so soon as the people shall regain their liberty and those who have 
participated in the Government emanating from the rebellion or have cooperated 
with it shall be tried in accordance with its provisions and with the laws arising 
under it. 

TRANSITORY ARTICLES. 

ARTICLE 1. This constitution shall be published at once and a solemn oath taken 
to defend and enforce it throughout the Republic: but its provisions, except those 
relating to the election of the supreme powers, Federal and State. shall not go into 
effect until the Ist day of May, 1917, at which time the constitutional congress shall 
be solemnly convened and the oath of office taken by the citizen chosen at the iorth- 
coming elections to discharge the duties of President of the Republic. 

The provisions of Clause V of article 82 shall not be applicable in the elections 
to be summoned in accordance with article 2 of the transitory articles nor shall active 
service in the army act as a disqualification for the office of Representative or Sena- 
tor. provided the candidate shall not have active command of troops in the respective 
electoral district. 

Nor shall the secretaries and assistant secretaries of executive departments be 
disqualified from election to the next Federal Congress, provided they shall definitely 
resign from office on the day on which the respective call is issued. 

ART. 2. The person charged with the executive power of the nation shall imme- 
diately upon the publication of this constitution call for elections to fill the Federal 
oflices; he shall see that these elections be held so that Congress may be constituted 
within a reasonable time, in order that it may count the cast in the presidential 
elections and make known the name of the person who has been elected President 
of the Republic, this shall be done in order that the provisions of the foregoing article 
may be complied with. 

Art. 3. The next constitutional term shall be computed in the case of senator and 
representatives, from the 1st of September last, and in the case of the President of the 
Republic from the Ist of December, 1916. 

ART. 4. Senators who in the coming election shall be classified as “even” shall 
serve only two years in order that the senate may be renewed by half every two year. 

Art. 5. The Congress shall in the month of May next choose the justices of the su- 
preme court in order that this tribunal may be constituted on the Ist day of June, 
1917. 

In these elections article 96 shall not govern in so far as the candidates proposed by 
the State legislatures are concerned: but those chosen shall be designated for the first 
term of two vears prescribed by article 94. 

Art. 6. The Congress shall meet in extraordinary session on the 15th day of April, 
1917, to act as an electoral college, for the computing of the ballots and the deteruuna- 
tion of the election of President of the Republic, at which time it shall make known 
the results; it shall likewise enact the organic law of the circuit and district courts, 
the organic law of the tribunals of the Federal district and territories, in order that 
the supreme court of jusuce may immediately appoint the inferior and superior dis- 
thet and circuit judges; at the same session the Congress shall choose the supenor 
\udges and judges ot first instance of the Federal district and territories, and sha | alzo 
enact all laws submitted by the Executive. The circuit and district judges and the 
superior and inferior judges of the Federal distriet and territories shall take office not 
later than the Ist day of July, 1917, at which time such as shall have been temporaril i 
appointed by the person now charged with the Executive power of the nation ® 
cease to act. 
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: Art. 7. For this occasion only the votes for the office of senator shall be counted 

I by the board of the first electoral district of each State or of the Federal district which 

: shall be instituted for the counting of the votes of representatives. This board shall 
igue the respective credentials to the senators elect. 

Art. 8. The supreme court shall decide all pending petitions of “amparo ” in accord- 
ance with the laws at present in force. 

Art. 9. The first chief of the constitutionalist army, charged with the executive 
power of the nation, is hereby authorized to issue the electoral law according to which 
on this occasion the elections to fill the various Federal offices shall be held. 

Art. 10. All persons who shall have taken part in the Government emanating from 
the rebellion against the legitimate Government of the Republic, or who may have 
given aid to the said rebellion and later taken up arms or held any office or commision 
of the factions which have opposed the constitutionalist government, shall be tried 
in accordance with the laws at present in force, provided they shall not have been 
previously pardoned by the said constitutionalist government. 

Art. 11. Until such time as the Congress of the Union and the State legislatures 
shall legislate on the agrarian and labor problems, the bases established by this con- 
stitution for the said laws shall be put into force throughout the Republic. 

Art, 12. All Mexicans who shall have fought in the ranks of the constitutionalist 
army and their children and widows, and all other persons who shall have rendered 
service to the cause of the revolution, or to public instruction, shall be preferred in 
the acquisition of lots to which article 27 refers, and shall be entitled to such rebates 
as the law shall determine. 

ArT. 13. All debts contracted by working men on account of work up to the date of 
this constitution with masters, their subordinates, and agents are hereby declared 
wholly and entirely extinguished. 

Art. 14. The departments of justice and of public instruction and fine arts are 
hereby abolished. 

Art. 15. The citizen at present charged with the executive power is hereby 
authorized to issue the law of civil responsibility applicable to all promoters, accom- 
plices and abettors of the offenses committed against the constitutional order in the 
month of February, 1913, and against the Constitutionalist Government. 

Art. 16. The constitutional congress in the regular period of sessions, which will 
begin on the first day of September of the present year, shall issue all the organic 
lawa of the constitution which may not have been already issued in the extraordinary 
session to which transitory article No. 6 refers; and it shall give preference to the 
laws relating to the rights of man and to Articles 30, 32, 33, 35, 36, 38, 107 and the 
latter part of article 111 of this constitution. 

Luis MANUEL Rosas, 
President. 
G. AGUILAR, 

First Vice President, General of Division. 
SALVADOR GONZALES TORRES, 
Second Vice President, General of Brigade. 

DEPUTIES. 


Aguascalientes: Daniel Cervantes. 
Baja California: Ignacio Roel. i : 
Coahuila: M. Aguirre Berlanga, Jose M. Rodrigues, J. E. von Versen, Manuel 
i M., Jose Rodriguez (alternate). 
lima: J. Ramirez Villarreal. l 
Chiapas: Enrique Suarez, Lisandro Lopez, Cristobal Ll. y Castillo, Daniel N. 
‘epi, J. Amilcar Vidal. 
-hihuahua: M. Prieto. 
Distrito Federal: Gen. I. L. Pesqueira, Lauro Lopez Guerra, Gerzayn Ugarte, 
amador Lozano, Felix F. Palavicini, C. Duplan, Rafael R. de los Rios, Arnulfo 
iva, A. Norzagaray, Ciro B. Ceballos, Alfonso Herrera, R. Rosas y Reyes (alternate), 
Lic. Francisco Espinosa (alternate). 
urango: Silvestre Dorador, Lic. Rafael Fepeleta, Antonio Gutierrez, Dr. Fernando 
omez Palacio, Alberto Terrones B., Jesus de la Torre. 
vanajuato: Gen. Lic. Ramon Frausto, Eng. Vicente M. Valtierra, Jose N. Macias, 
avid Venaflor, Jose Villasenor, Santiago Manrique, Lic. Hilario Medina, M. G. 
randa, nrique Colunga, King. Ignacio Lopez, Dr. J. Diaz Barriga, Nicolas Cano, 
Lieut. Col, Gilberto M. Navarro, Luis Fernandez M., Eng. Carlos Ramirez Llaca. 
uerrero: Fidel Jimenez, Fid. Guillen, Francisco Figueroa, _ 
_Hidalgo: Antonio Guerrero, Leopoldo Ruiz, Lic. Alberto M. Gonzales, Raf. Vega 
Sanchez, Alfonso Cravioto, Matias Rodriguez, Ismael Pintado Sanchez, Lic. Refugio 
Mercado, Alfonso Mayorga. 
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Jalisco: M. Davalos, Federico FE. Ibarra, Manuel Davalos Ornelas, Francisco Martin 
del Campo, RB. Moreno, G. Bolados N., Juan de Dios Robledo, Ramon Castaneda y 
Castaneda, Jorge Villasenor, Gen. Amado Aguirre, Jose I. Solorzano, Francisco La- 
bastida lzquierdo, J. Ramos, Praslow, Lieut. Col. Jose Manzano, J. Aguirre Berlanga, 
Brigadier Esteban B. Calderon, P. Machorro y Narvaez and Coronel Sebastian 
Allende J. 

Mexico: Aldegundo Villasenor F. Moreno, E. O’Farril, Guillermo Ordarica, Jose 
Romero, A. Aguilar, Juan Manuel Giffard, Manuel A. Hernandez, E. A. Enriquez, 
Donato Bravo Izquierdo, Ruben Marti. 

Michoacan: J. Ruiz, Alberto Peralta, Cavetano Andrade, Uriel Aviles, G. R. 
Cervera, O. Lopez Couto, S. Aleazar R., M. Martinez Solorzano, Martin Castrejon, 
Lic. Alberto Alvarado, Jose Alvarez, Rafael Marquez, J. Silva Herrera, Amadeo 
Betancourt, Francisco Mujica, Jesus Romero Flores. 

Morelos: Antonio Garza Zambrano, Jose L. Gomez and Alvaro L. Alcazar. 

Nuevo Leon: Manuel Amaya, Niceforo Zambrano, Luis Hizaliturri, Col. Ramon 
Gamez, Reynaldo Garza, Plutarco Gonzalez. 

Oaxaca: Juan Sanchez, Leopoldo Payan, Lic. Manuel Cabrera, Col. Jose F. Gomez 
and Luis Espinosa. 

Puebla: Dr. Satvador R. Guzman, Lic. Rafael P. Canete, M. Rosales, Gabriel 
Rojane, Lic. D. Pastrana J., Frovlan C. Manjarrez, Lieut. Col. Antonio de la Barrera, 
Mavor Jose Rivera, Col. Epigmenio A. Martinez, Pastor Rouaix, Col. of Engineers 
Luis T. Navarro, Lieut. Col. Federico Dinorin, Gen. Gabino Bandera Malo, Col. 
Portirio del Castillo, Col. Dr. Gilberto de la Fuente, Alfonso Cabrera, J. Verastegui. 

Queretaro: Juan N. Frias and E. Perusquia. 

San Luis Potosi: S. M. Santos, Dr. Arturo Mendez, Rafael Martinez Mendoza, 
Rafael Nieto, Dionisio Zavala, G. A. Tello, Rafael Curiel, Cosme Davila (alternate). 

Sinaloa: Pedro R. Zavala, A. Magallon, C. M. Ezquerro, C. Aviles, Emiliano C. 
Garcia. 

Sonora: L. G. Monzon, Ramon Ross 

re Lic. Rafael Martinez de Escobar, Santiago Ocompo C., and C. Sanchez 
Magallanes. 

Tamaulipas: Pedro A. Chapa, Zef. Fajardo, Emiliano Prospero Nafarrate, F. de 
Leija. 

Te Lieut. Col. C. Liman, Maj. Marcelino Cedano, Juan Fspirora Favara. 

Tlaxcala: Antonio Hidalgo, Ascencion Tepal, and Modesto Gonzalez Galirco. 

Vera Cruz: Saul Rodiles, Enrique Meza, Benito Ramirez G., A. G. Garcia, E. 
Cespedes, Josafat F. Marquez, Alfredo Solares, Alberto Roman, Silvestre Aguiar, 
Angel S. Juarico, H. Jara, Victorio E. Gongora, M. Torres, C. L. Gracidas (alternate’, 
J. de D. Palma, G. Casados, F. A. Pereyra. 

Yucatan: Enrique Recio, Miguel Alonzo Romero, Hector Victoria A. 

Zacatecas: Adolfo Villasenor, Julian Adame, Jairo R. Dyer, Samuel Castanon, A. 
L. Arteaga, Antonio Cervantes, Col. J. Aguirre Escobar. 

Secretary: F. Lizardi, deputy from Guanajuato. 

Secretary: E. Meade Fierro, deputy from Coahuila. 

Secretary: Jose M. Truchuelo, deputy from Queretaro. 

Secretary: Antonio Ancona A., deputy from Yucatan. 

Subsecretary: Dr. J. Lopez Lira, deputy from Guanajuato. . 

Subsecretary: Juan de Dios Borquez, deputy from Sonora. 

Subsecretary: Flavio A. Bojorquez, deputy from Sonora. 

Queretaro de Arteaga, January 31, 1917. 


(Telegram.} 


Mexico Crry, February £0, 1917. 
SECRETARY OF STATE, 
Washington; 

Minister for foreign affairs stated that he has no knowledge of any decree affecting 
rights of foreigners to real estate or mines to which such foreigners already have clear 
title, but that there are in existence decrees requiring the waiver of nationality 1 
go far as concerns titles now under negotiation or to be acquired in the future. He has 

romised to send to the embassy copies of such decrees. 

He further said that the legislation emanating from the new constitution, with re- 
spect to property rights, would, in his opinion, in no wise prejudice present propert 
rights and at the same time called attention to article of the new constitution whic 
provides that no laws may be made retroactive. 

FLETCHER. 


~ 
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Mexico, July 9, 1917. 


The Secretary OF STATE, 
Washington. 

Sir: With reference to the department’s telegram No. 267, June 16, 3 p. m., relative 
to the refusal on the part of officials of the Mexican Government to grant permits to 
oil companies to drill wells acquired under leases:of dates subsequent to February 5, 
1917, 1 have the honor to inclose herewith copies and translations of my note verbale 
of June 22 to the minister of industry and commerce on the subject, and of his reply 
of June 28. I have the honor to be, sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
GEORGE T. SUMMERLIN, 


Chargé d’ Affaires. 


[Translation.] 


The ambassador of the United States of America presents his compliments to his 
excellency, the secretary of industry and commerce, and has the honor to state that 
he has received a telegram from the Department of State of the United States in which 
he is informed that according to information which has been received, the oflicials of 
the Mexican Government decline to grant permission to petroleum companies to sink 
wells acquired under leases entered into since the 5th of February of the present 
vear, on which date the new constitution was promulgated. It is said that various 
American companies acquired rights for the sinking of wells during the period between 
the 5th of February and the Ist of May based on statements of the Mexican Govern- 
ment that the new constitution would not go into effect prior to the Ist of May. 

In view of the above, the ambassador, under instructions from his government, 
requests his excellency, the secretary of industry and commerce, to kindly inform him 
in the premises, for which he anticipates his thanks. 

Mr. Fletcher avails himself of this opportunity to renew to his excellency, Mr. 
Alberto J. Pani, the assurances of his high and distinguished consideration. 


Mexico, June 22, 1917. 


{Translation.] 


MINISTER OF INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE, 
Mexico, June 28, 1917. 


Mr. AmBassapor: I have the honor to reply to your excellency's esteemed letter 
of the 22d instant, in which you are pleased to inform me that the Department of 
State of the United States of America, which has been informed that the officials of 
our Government decline to grant permission to companies to sink wells acquired 
under leases entered into since the 5th of February of this year, wishes to know the 
legal status of the said petroleum companies. 

_ lt is true that on the 24th instant the department of petroleum of this ministry 
sued to petroleum agencies, a telegraphic order prohibiting, until further notice, 
the issuance of permits for the sinking of petroleum wells, on lands leased on dates 
subsequent to the 5th of F ebruary, on which date the new Federal Constitution was 
Promulgated. According to the text of article 27 in relation to the first of the transi- 
tory articles of our fundamental law, the direct control of petroleum and of all hydro- 
carbons corresponds to the nation as from the Ist of May. Leases, or contracts of 
whatever nature relating to the exploitation of these mineral products, entered into 
on dates prior to the promulgation of the constitution are presumed to have been 
made in good faith: but not those which were made subsequent to that date, because 
the subsoil from which the products are to be secured, and which is the basis of such 
Contracts, does not belong, according to the said law, to the owner of the surface lands, 
by virtue of the nationalization imposed by the text referred to. 

€ prohibition declared is, therefore, but a part of the measures taken covering 
the constitutional text for the purpose of making the same effective. 

renew to your excellency the assurances of my consideration and personal esteem. 

A. J. Pant. 
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[Telegram received.] 


Mexico, August 2, 1917. 
SECRETARY OF STATE, 
Washington, D. C. 


Confidential. In interview with§President this morning I informed him that 
American oil and mining interests were concerned with regard to the attitude of the 
Mexican (tovernment with reference t» the so-called nationalization of these industries. 
In reply he assured me that they need not be; that it was not the intention of the 
Mexican Government to take over properties now in exploitation and distinctly 
stated that there,would be no contiscation of these properties. 

FLETCHER. 


Cable message from the Department of State to the American embassy at Mexico City. No. 716 
Paraphrase.] 


JANUARY 23, 1918. 

Department of State has information that asa result of views of attorney general and 
attorneys retained by different. Mexican secretaries of State alien corporations ean 
not exploit. in any manner, under article 27 of the constitution, the natural res mrees 
of the country and that American companies have lately been denied permission to 
sink oil wells on lands owned by them, regardless of the fact that such permission was 
invariably granted them previously. 

See proper authorities and insist that no such action as that be taken pending the 
discussion and enactment of new legislation on the subject inasmuch as this actin 
will entail serious consequences to the oil companies and precipitate a crisis in their 
affairs. You will alse call attention to President Carranza’s assurance. made to ambas- 
sador on August 2. 1917, and reported in embassy’s telegram 3511 August 2. 7 p. m.. 
to the effect that the Mexican Government did not intend to absorb the American 
oil and mining interests under development and that none of these would be contis- 
cated. Remind authorities that present attitude of administrative officials seems t? 
violate the spirit of those assurances and cable at once result of vour protest. 


Pork, Acting. 


[Cable message from American embassy at Mexico City to the Department of State. No. 725. Paraphrase.} 


January 27, 1918. 


Your No. 716, January 23, 7 p. m., discussed with Pani, who answers in a memo 
randum of the 26th that alien corporations have not been prevented from sinking oil 
wells; that the views of the attorney general and lawyers consulted regarding article 
97 does not prevent foreign capital from being invested in the oil business but demands 
that foreign capital shall submit to the new laws by waiving its nationality and organ- 
izing as Mexican corporations; that this does not mean meddling in the affairs of said 
companies, nor imply confiscation of their properties: that the position assumed by 
the present Government in its relations with foreign interests has accorded with the 
assurances given to Ambassador Fletcher by President Carranza, on August 2 last. 
Moreover that since the new constitution was enacted, the Government has adopted a 
friendly attitude toward American interests by giving them a chance to adjust their 
affairs to the conditions which the new law creates, and that any specific complaint 
which may arise wherein an American company may feel that its interests are endan- 
gered will be given careful attention when brought to the attention of his department. 

SUMMERLIN. 


(Cable message from the Department of State to the American embassy at Mexico City. No. 48. 
Paraphrase.] 


APRIL 4, 1918. 


Sr, Rouaix appears to assert that he placed the draft of article 27 of the Mexican 
constitution before the Constitutional] Assembly, and he undertakes to interpret 
authoritatively the expression ‘‘dominio directo” which appearr in that article 3 
having application to all subsoil deposits, including petroleum. Those words, accord: 
ing to the statement of Sr. Rouaix, mean that the nation possesses all ownership 10 
deposits of this character, both “private” and “absolute and original,” and he adds 
that the constitution having been promulgated contlicting laws were at once repeal 


i 
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thereby, including naturally those which grant to the owner of the surface the right 
tadepwits under the surface. The fact that Sr. Rouaix is connected with the Mexican 
Government, and the further fact that the nature of his interpretation is authoritative, 
seemed clearly to point out the correctness of the view set forth in the telegram of 
the Department of State dated March 19. noon, No. 895, that the petroleum decree, 
a promulgated, constitutes an attempt of an arbitrary character to separate rights 
a t surface and subsurface property, thus taking from owners, without due process 
of law, their propertv and with disregard to the provision of the constitution that 
“private” property shall not be expropriated except by reason of public utility and 
by means of indemnification, 

You will communicate the foregoing to the Mexican Government in a note supple- 
menting the representations vou have made in virtue of the instructions given in 
department's No, 895. and vou will make the further statement that if, as would 
seem to be the case, Sr. Rouaix is the spokesman of the Government of Mexico, this 
(rovernment, acting on behalf of American citizens who have expended large sums of 
money in securing petroleum lands in Mexico, and who placed their reliance, as they 
were justified in doing, on the Mexican laws granting ownership of deposits under the 
surface to the owners of the surface, protests emphatically and solemnly against the 
petmleum decree, declaring it to be an act of despoilation and confiscation, and in 
the premises reserves all rights. 


No. 815. 
EMBASSY OF THE UNITED Srates OF AMERICA, 
Mexico, March 1, 1918. 
The honorable the SECRETARY OF STATE, 
Washington. 

Sr: Continuing my No. 812 of February 27, 1918, inclosing the unofficial text of 
the presidential decree fixing taxes on petroleum lands, and confirming my telegram 
No. 820 of March 1, 7 p. m., I have the honor to inclose herewith copy of the official 
text of said decree as published in the Diario Oficial under date of February 27, 
accompanied by an English translation. 

* * * * * * 
l have the honor to be, sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Hexry P. FLETCHER. 


oo 


1Enclosure No. 1. Despatch No. 815.) 


Venustiano Carranza, constitutional President of the United States of Mexico to 
the inhabitants, know ye that, using the extraordinary powers in the ministry of 
finance vested in me by Congress, I have issued the following decree: 

M ARTICLE 1. A tax is established on oil lands and on oil contracts executed prior to 
Ist May, 1917, having for their object the leasing of lands for the exploitation of car- 
bides of hydrogen or permission to do so under an onerous title. 

Art. 2. The annual rentals stipulated in the contracts cited in article 1 shall be 
taxed in the following proportion: 

(a) Those of 5 pegos per annum per hectare or less, with 10 per cent of their value. 

(b) Those of more than 5 pesos and less than 10 per hectare and per annum, with 10 
Per cent the first 5 pesos and with 20 per cent the rest. 

(© Rents greater than 10 pesos per annum per hectare, with 10 per cent the first. 5 
pesos, with 20 per cent the next 5 pesos, and with 40 per cent anything exceeding the 
first 10 pesos. l 

ART. 3. All royalties stipulated in oil contracts are charged with 50 per cent of their 
Value, in cash or in kind, as mav be determined by the ministry of finance. 

Art. 4. Properties worked by surface landowners are charged with an annual rental 
of 5 pesos per hectare and besides with a royalty of 5 per cent of the products, in 
cash or in kind, as may in each case be determined by the minister of finance, 

ART. 5, The ministry of finance shall advise taxpayers during the last fortnight of 
each bimonthly period if they are to pay in cash or in kind the royalty corresponding 
the bimonthly production ending in that fortnight. 

Arr, 6. The taxes fixed in article 2 shall be paid at the local atamp offices in the 

lnsdiction the lands belong to and should such lands be.ong to various jurisdictions 
the office appointed hy the tinance ministry, after consulting the taxpayer. This 

Payment shall be made in advance in the first fortnight of each bimonthly period. 
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Art. 7, The roya'tics pavable in cash shall be deposited at the office cited in the 
preceding article on the same dates set therein at the end of each two months. 

Arr. 8. Payments of amounts mentioned in articles 2, 3, and 4 shall be made, using 
special stamps marked “Oil revenues. ” 

Art. 9. Pavers of taxes established in this law must present within the first fortnight 
of each bimonthly period a statement according to the authorized form of the general 
stamp office, giving rentals, production, and other necessary data for asseseing taxes. 
These statements shall be made before the stamp offices referred to in article 6. 

Art. 10. Transfer of contracts chargeable under this law shall be notified to the same 
offices mentioned in article 6 within 30 days after execution. Besides this obligation 
the contracting parties must immediately notify the general stamp office through the 
notaries before whom such transactions are etfected. 

Arr. 11. All amounts corresponding to roya'ties or their fractions payable in kind 
shall be delivered at any of the storage statione belonging to the operator, as desired by 
the ministrv of finance, which shall designate the place of delivery simu!taneously 
with this form of payment. 

Arr. 12. When the royalties or fractions are payable in cash they shall be esti- 
mated taking the fiscal values of the products at ports of shipment as fixed by the 
himonthly tariffs of the ministry of finance and deducting the cost of transportation 
by pipe line, according to the distance of the field of production from the port of ship- 
ment and the average public tariff authorized by the ministry of industry, commerce. 
and work for pipe lines in the district under consideration, The tax department of 
the ministry of finance must duly advise the local stamp offices as to the aforementioned 
values, so that such offices may Judge the returns. 

ART. 13. For oil lands not actually paying rent 5 pesos per annum per hectare shall 
be paid and for those at present not paying royalty 5 per cent of the products. Pay- 
ments mentioned in this article shall be made under the same conditions which this 
law provides for other taxpayers. 

Art. 14. Landowners who desire to work for their own account subsoil petroleum 
deposits and have not made any oil contract, as well as the last cesstonarics of the 
right of exploitation in contracts mentioned in article 1 of this law, shall make a 
statement within three months from the promulgation hereof, with certified copies 
of their contracts of purchase, lease or of any other description, to the ministry ot 
industry, commerce, and work, which shall revise such statements and reject those 
concerning baseless information. During this term all oil properties will be con- 
sidered vacant which have not been registered in the form prescribed in this article, 
their denouncement and exploitation being governed by the regulations to be issued 
which shall determine those Hable for the payment of taxes. 

ART. 15. Contracts referred to in this law must be embodied in public deeds and 
those executed in private ones shall only be valid when the importance of the busines 
does not require the formality of a public deed and which by other means of unques- 
tionable evicence are shown to have been really executea on the aates inuicated with 
clauses therein contained. . 

ART. 16. The royalties established in this law, fractions of the royalty fixed m 
article 3, the tax on rentals fixed in article 2, and the other rentals established in this 
same law shall be paid at the local stamp offices by the operators or the last cesslonaries 
to the right of exploitation who when making payments to intermediaries or owners 
shall deduct the proportional part of the taxes corresponding to the latter so that the 
rentals and Federal royalties be distributed in the same proportion as the rentals and 
royalties now established on oil lands in the various existing contracts for oil explo 
tation. 

ART. 17. Taxes not paid in the terms fixed by this law shall be subject to a fine 
of 10 per cent for each month of delayed payment. 

ART. 15. The proceeds of this tax shall be distributed as follows: Sixty per cent 
to the Federal Government; 20 per cent to the State governments; 20 per cent to the 
respective municipalities, taking into account the situation of the lands, When they 
are in two or more municipalities or two or more States the finance ministry shall 
distribute the tax, taking into consideration the area in each jurisdiction, situation of 
the wells and their output, and other circumstances. 

ART. 19. Transgressions of the precepts of this law shall be punished by fines vary- 
ing from 50 to 1,000 pesos, according to the seriousness of the case, which will go to the 
courts should there be fraud to prosecute. 

Arr. 20. This law will become effective when promulgated. 

Mexico, February 19, 1918. 
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From American Embassy at Mexico City to Mexican Foreign Office.} 


APRIL 2, 1918. 


Excennency: The decree of the 19th of February, 1918, which was published in 
the Diario Oficial on the 27th of February, last, establishing a tax on oil lands and 
on oi] contracts executed prior to the Ist of Mav. 1917, etc., has been brought to the 
attention of my Government, and [ am under instructions to state to your excellency 
that my Government has given most careful consideration to the effect which this 
decree, if carried into operation, will have upon American interests and property 
nghts in Mexico. 

The said decree provides for the imposition of certain taxes on the surface of oil 
lands, as well as on the rents, rovalties, and production derived from the exploitation 
thereof. It is noted also that among the provisions for the collection of such taxes 
isone requiring that pavment in kind shall be delivered to the Mexican Government 
at the storage stations of the operators. Articles IV. XIH, and X1V of the said decree 
seem to indicate an intention to separate the ownership of the surface from that of 
the mineral deposits of the subsurface. and to allow the owners of the surface a mere 
preverence in so far as concerns the right to work the subsoil deposits upon compliance 
with certain conditions which are specified. While the United States Government 
is not disposed to request for its citizens exemption from the payment of their ordi- 
nary and just share of the burdens of taxation so long as the tax is untiorm and not 
dixeriminatory in its operation, and can fairly be considered a tax and not a confisca- 
tion or uniair imposition, and while the United States Government is not inclined to 
interpose in behalf of its citizens in case of expropriation of private property for sound 
reasons of public welfare, and upon just Compensation and by legal proceedings be- 
fore tribunals, allowing fair and equal opportunity to be heard and giving due con- 
aideration to American rights, nevertheless, the United States can not acquiesce in 
any procedure ostensibly or nominally in the form of taxation or the exercise of emi- 
hent domain. but really resulting in confiscation of private property and arbitrary 
deprivation of vested rights. 

Your excellency will understand that this is not an assertion of any new principle 
of international law, but merely a reiteration of these recognized principles which 
my Government is convinced form the basis of international respect and good neigh- 
borhood. ‘The seizure or spoilation of property at the mere will of the sovereign and 
without due legal process fairly and equitably administered, has always been regarded 
asa denial of justice and as alfording internationally a basis of interposition. 

My Government is not in a position to state definitely that the operation of the afore- 
Mentioned decree will, in effect, amount to confiscation of American interests, 
Nevertheless, it is deemed important that the Government of the United States 
should state at this time the real apprehension which it entertains as to the possible 
effect of this decree upon the vested rights of American citizens in ot] properties in 
Mexico. The amonnt of taxes to be levied by this decree are in themselves a very 
great burden on the oil industry, and if they are not confiscatory in effect—and as to 
this my Government reserves opinion—they at least indicate a trend in that direction. 
It is represented to the State Department that the taxation borne by the oil fields 
of Mexico very greatly exceeds that imposed on the industry anywhere else in the 
world. Moreover, it would be possible under the terms of the decree, in view of the 
fact that the Mexico Government has not storage facilities for the taxes or royalties 
required to be paid in kind, by storing the same in the tanks of the operators, to mo- 
hopolize such storage facilities to the point of the practical confiscation thereof until 
emptied by order of the Mexican Government or by the forced sale of the stored 
petroleum to the operators at extravagant rates. 

It is, however, to the principle involved in the apparent attempt at separation of 
surlace and subsurface rights under this decree, that my Government desires to direct 
Special attention. It would appear that the decree in question is an effort to put 
Into effect as to petroleum lands, Paragraph IV of Article 27 of the constitution of 
May 1, 1917, by severing at one stroke the ownership of the petroleum deposits from 
the ownership of the surface, notwithstanding that the constitution provided that 

private property shall not be expropriated except by reason of public utility and 

y Means of indemnification.’’ So far as my Government is aware, no provision has 

een made by your excellency’s Government for just compensation for such arbi- 
trary divestment of rights nor for the establishment of anv tribunal invested with the 
functions of determining justly and fairly what indemnification is due to American 
interests. Moreover, there appears not the slightest indication that the separation of 
Mineral rights from surface rights is a matter of public utility upon which the right of 
expropriation depends, according to the terms of the constitution itself. In the ab- 
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sence of the establishment of any provedure looking to the prevention of spollanon 
of American citizens and in the absence of anv assurance, were such procedure es- 
tablished, that it would not uphold in defiance of international law and justice the 
arbitrary confiscations of Mexican authorities, it becomes the function of the Govern- 
ment of the United States most earnestly and respe tfully to call the attention of the 
Mexican Government to the neve-sity which mav arise to imvel it to protect the 
property of its citizens in Mexico divested or injuriously atfected by the de: ree 
above cited. 

The investments of American citizens in the oil properties in Mexico have been 
made in reliance upon the good faith and justice of the Mexican Government and 
Mexican laws, and my Government can not believe that the enlightened Government 
of a neighboring Republic at peace and at a stage in its progress when the develop- 
ment of its resources so greatly depends on its maintaining good faith with investors 
and operators, whom it has virtually inwited to spend their wealth and energy within 
its borders, will disregard its clear and just obligations towards them. 

Acting under instructions, J have the honor to request vour excellency to be good 
enough to lay before His Excellency the President of Mexico, this formal and solemn 
protest of the Government of the United States against the violation or infringement 
of legitimately acquired American private property rights involved in the eniorce- 
ment of the said decree. 

Accept, excellency, the renewed assurance of my highest consideration. 


Henry P. FLETCHER. 


[ Paraphrase.] 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, D. C., August 12, 1918. 
Rush. 
AMERICAN EMBASSY, 
| Merico City. 

1357. As immediate action is necessary, you are instructed to seek an interview 
with President Carranza for the purpose of submitting the following request for 
extension.: 

“The American Government has been advised of the results of the conferences that 
have been taking place between representatives of the Mexican Government and rep- 
resentatives of certain American citizens and corporations whose rights and prop- 
erties are affected by the following decrees. The decree of February 19, 1918, that 
of May 18, 1918, published the 21st of May, the decree of July 8, 1918, published the 
13th of July, and certain fiscal orders which have reference to the disposition of oil 
lands and oil contracts and the taxation thereof. It is also advised that two new 
decrees have been issued by vour excellency: That of July 31, 1918, published August 
5, which purports to modily or repeal the decrees of February 19, 1918, and May 1$, 
1918; and the second, date of which is unknown, published on August 10, which pur- 
ports to modily or repeal the decree of July 8, 1918. The American Government has 
not had an opportunity to examine the provisions or consider the effect of the last 
two decrees that are mentioned, for it appears thev have only been published within 
the last two weeks. 

“As I have not received an answer to my note of April the 2d, I am instructed to 
draw your excellency’s attention to that note and to point out again the concem 
with which my Government entertains as to the possible effect of these various 
decrees upon the vested rights in Mexico of American citizens in oil properties. And 
to further direct your excellency’s attention to the necessity which may arise, 1 
order to protect the property of its citizens in Mexico, divested or injuriously affected 
by the said decrees, to impel the United States to protect the property of its citizens. 

“Ft is understood by my Government that the date upon which these decrees will 
go into effect is August 15, 1918, and I am therefore instructed to request your ex- 
cellency to postpone that date and suspend all operation of said decrees in order that 
the American Government may examine carefully and consider their provisions, pur- 

yee, and results as affecting rights and properties of American citizens. ” 

Telegraph results. 

LANSING. 
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[Varaphrase, telegrom.} 
Mexico, August 13. 1918. 
SECRETARY OF STATE, Washington. 


Rush. 1382. August 13, 1918. 

| presented in writing the request contained in vour telegram 1357. August 12, 
ta the President at an interview this afternoon. In reply he stated that it was im- 
possible to postpone operation of the petroleum decrees further. In the fundamental 
question involved. i. e.. the conflicting nghts of the Government and private indivi- 
duals to the subsoil products, he explained that the decrees were fiscal legislation 
merely. to pass laws that would give effect to article 27 of the constitution and to 
lenslate as to the above question was the province of Congress. He stated that if the 
dithculty could not be settled except. by war or intervention he was sorry, but was 
prepared to confront this alternative. Apparently he did not like the reference in 
the last communication and in my note of April 2 to the possibility of the United 
States Government having to protect the property of its citizens. In reply I stated 
that | believed and hoped that matters would not Gome to such a pass. He agreed 
and stated that the interested parties should appeal to the courts and that if and after 
leval remedies should fail there still remained the diplomatic channel. 

in the event the American citizens concerned should feel that their legally acquired 
nghts should not have received due recognition in the Mexican courts resort might 
further be had to arbitration or other peaceful means to decide the question at issue 
and referred to existing treaties between our two countries, and I informed him that 
I thought it would have a reassuring efect if I could inform the department of the 
above. The President replied that he would be willing to exhaust every peaceful 
means of settlement before resorting to force. He stated that the Mexican Govern- 
ment could not admit anv interference in respect to the present matter, as it was purely 
scal, and he so informed the British Government. He did not deny that the decrees 
reached article 27 in their basic relation and apparently was anxious to stress the 
point that they were purely fiscal legislation. 

He believed that companies should file their manifestations under protest if they 
% wished and without prejudice, he stated. ; 

I again expressed my confidence that the question could and would be settled 
peaceably and satisfactorily, and he replied in the same spirit. 

FLETCHER. 


EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
No. 1312. Merwo, August 14, 1918. 
The SECRETARY OF STATE, Washington. 

Stk: Continuing my dispatch No. 1283 of August 7, 1918, on the subject, of the petro- 
leum decrees recently issued by the Mexican Government, and confirming my recent 
telecrams, I have the honor to report the developments of the situation in the past 
weeks. as follows: 

On August 13 the foreign office made public its reply to the note of the British 
Government. dated April 30. The substance of this reply was telegraphed imme- 
diately to the department and the text and translation will be found in my dispatch 
No. 1306 of August 14. 

Your telegram No. 1237 of August 12. 3 p. m.. instructing me to seek an immediate 
Interview with President Carranza and request a further postponement of the operation 
of the recent petroleum decrees, reached me vesterday Morning. 

l put this request in writing—copy incleeed-—of which I also made a translation 
and arranged for an interview with President Carranza at 6 o'clock yesterday after- 
hoon. The interview lasted half an hour and the principal points and results thereof 
Wer immediately telegraphed to the department. 

On opening the conversation, | explained to the president, that while the attorneys 
representing the various American citizens interested in the oil industry in Mexico 

ad reported the result. of their conferences with the representatives of the Mexican 
Government, to their principals and more recently to the Department of State, never- 
theless, my Government had not had sutticient time to study the various decrees and 
sto detormine the effect which they would have upon American interests and property 
nehts in Mexico, and that I haa been instructed to present to him a request for poat- 
Ponement of the operation of the said decrees and handed to him the note above referred 
toin translation. The president read it carefully and replied that as a result of the 
Conferences held between Messrs. Garfield and Rhoades and Messrs. Pani and Nieto, 


the Mexican Government had made a number of modifications in the petroleum 
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decrees favorable to the companies concerned; that the decrees were merely fiscal; 
that it was the province of the Congress, which would meet on the lat of September, 
to pass the laws which would put article 27 into effect, and that he believed such 
legislation—which would originate with him or with some member of Congress-- 
would he one of the first subjects to be taken up by the legislature: that he had vone as 
far as he could in the matter, and could not further postpone the operation of the 
petroleum decrees, 

He referred with evident displeasure to the part of the request which mentioned 
the necessity which may arise to impel the United States to protect the property of 
its citizens in Mexico and said that this was merely fiscal legislation, and. as he had 
pointed out in his reply to the British Government, Mexico in the exercise of its 
sovereign rights could not admit interference of foreign Governments in the matter, 
and said that if this meant war or intervention he was prepared to confront this alterna- 
tive, however regrettable. I replied that I saw no immediate danger of matters com- 
ing to such a pass and referred to the peaceful means which, in my opinion, should 
and would he exhausted before this alternative need be met. Tle agreed in this and 
said that the parties interested should appeal to the courts, and that if and after the 
ordinary legal remedies should have been exhausted they still should feel aggrieved, 
there remained always the diplomatic channel through which to attempt settlement. 
Following that line of thought, 1 told him that I believed it would have a reassuring 
effect. if I could say this to the department, and that every legal and peaceful means 
would be exhausted to reach a settlement of the judicial question involved, and I 
referred to the existing treaties between Mexico and the United States in this connee- 
tion. The President replied that he was not a partisan of force, and stated his will- 
ingness to adopt peaceful means of settlement. 

Throughout the conversation the President stressed the point that the decrees in 
question constitute merely fiscal legislation, and that he had not attempted in the 
decrees to put into practice and effect the provisions of the constitution relating to 
subsoil ownership, and that the congress only had this power and would decide the 
conflict with reference to subsoil ownership as between the nation and private indi- 
viduals. J made it clear, however, that ın my opinion the decrees were based on 
Article XX VII of the constitution, and that individual owners feared that compliance 
with the provisions of the said decrees might projudice their legitimately acquired 
rights. He then spoke of the filing of manifestations and stated that in his opinion 
they should be filed; that they could be filed under protest if the companies so desired 
and without prejudice to their rights. 

In conclusion I referred to the delicacy of the situation and to the very short time 
which would elapse before the decrees were put into effect, and expressed the hope 
that no precipitate action would be taken by the Mexican Government which would 
interfere with the peaceful, orderly, and judicial settlement of the matter in dispute, 
and my personal hope and belief that with patience and good will on both sides a 
satisfactory settlement would be reached. The President replied in the same spirit. 
The interview was extremely cordial throughout. The only way in which the Presi- 
dent showed the slightest annoyance was in connection with what he considered a 
threat of the United States Government to protect its citizens in Mexico. 

This morning there was published in all the local papers a new petroleum decree 
dated the 12th, providing that petroleum lands now under exploitation or acquired 
after survey would not be open to denouncement after the 15th instant, even though 
not manifested as prescribed by the petroleum decrees, and that such nonmanifested 
lands would pay an annual rental of 5 pesos per hectare and a royalty of 5 per cent on 
production. 

I am informed that this new decree was prepared last night in the palace and 
antedated. I telegraphed this morning a transalation of this last decree in full—mn 
view of the fact that there remain only two days in which manifestatiions may be 
filed—to have the complete text. 

Up to the present very few of the companies and individuals interested have filed 
the manifestations called for by the decree. 

I might add that in the course of my interview with the President yesterday, he 
said that he was preparing a reply to my note of April 2, more or less along the lines 
of his reply to the British Government. 

I have the honor to be, sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
Henry P. FLETCHER. 


— u å — v 
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[Inclosure No. 1, dispatch No. 1337.] 


E. GARZA, PEREZ SUBSECRETARY, BY REASON OF ILLNESS OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, TO HENRY P. FLETCHER, AMERICAN AMBASSADOR, MEXICO 
CITY. ` 

[Translation.] 


772, Mexico, August 17, 1918. 


By direction and under instructions from the President of the Republic, I have 
the honor to reply to note No. 290 which your excellency addressed to the Govern- 
ment of the Republic under date of April 2, this year, with regard to the decree of 
February 19 which established taxes on petroleum lands and petroleum contracts as 
well as to that addressed to the said high official on the 13th of August, last. In the 
first note your excellency presents through me to the President of the Republic a 
formal and solemn protest of the Government of the United States against the viola- 
tion of private property rights legitimately acquired by American citizens, which it 
is considered the application of the deerce mentioned will bring with it. 

] must not conceal from your excellency the fact that it has been a matter of sur- 
prise for the Mexican Government to receive a diplomatic representation with refer- 
ence to an act proceeding from the legitimate exercise of its sovereignty, such as the 
Issnanee of a decree, and that the said representation contained the proposition of 
affording undue protection to foreign citizens and interests, and which, if made good, 
would have the effect of placing them in a better and more privileged situation than 
Mexicans themselves, 

Your excellency will understand that neither the one nor the other can be con- 
sented to by a government or a people conscious of its dignity and high duty of pre- 
serving unblemished the national sovereignty. 

Of the principal questions covered by your excellency’s note referred to one relates 
0 the tax created by the decree on oil lands and contracts and another to the system 
of real property contained in article 27 of the political constitution of the Republic. 

Now, in as much as the right of decrecing taxes is an attribute of internal sovereignty 
and the organization of property in the country is an attribute of territorial sovereignty, 
neither of the two questions can be made the basis of diplomatic representation, and 
less still of a formal and solemn protest such as that which your excellency makes 
in the name of and under instructions from your Government, as both of these things 
imply a real diplomatic intervention in the internal affairs of Mexico. The Mexican 
Government has not recognized and will not recognize that any country has the right 
to interfere in any form in its internal affairs nor even of protesting against acts ex- 
clusively within the exercise of its sovereignty. 

The tax has been established by a general law which affects Mexicans and foreigners 
and is applicable in any section of the country where a petroleum deposit. may exist 
or may be discovered. Nevertheless, your excellency announces that the Govern- 
ment of the United States might be obliged to protect the interests of its citizens from 
the application of said law; and while the character of this protection is not stated, it 
undoubtedly tends to place foreigners in Mexico in a privileged position, which your 
excellency will understand is contrary to every rule of right and wounds the dignity 
of the Mexican people. 

e protection NA national and forcign interests within the country is a duty and at 

e same time a faculty of the Mexican Government exclusively. By announcing 
Protection by your excellency’s Government, if necessity arises, the idea is clearly 
revealed of obtaining undue preference in favor of American interests and citizens, 
this fact being made more evident still when it is considered that Mexiean companies 
and proprietors have made no move to escape the tax and that their recourse in case 
they believe it to be excessive, is to appeal to the courts of the Republic demanding 
Protection and amparo, and this is the only means which foreigners also should adopt. 

e Mexican Government can not consent to any measure whatsoever which the 
American Government may purpose to put into practice to place its citizens in a 
more favored situation than hat of Mexicans in their own country, and in so doing is 
sure of the unanimous support of public opinion and of the nation in indorsing respect 
for its sovereignty. 

_ The criterion of the Mexican Government in this matter is not an innovation in 
ternational law, but the simple application of the principle of the equality of nations, 
requently forgotten by strong governments in their relations with weak countries, 

(is furthermore a principle which the President desires to see implanted and respect- 
ed in the diplomatic, mercantile, and all other relations which may be established 
‘tween countries, and which he himself has proclaimed on repeated occasions, in 
the following terms: 
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“No individual should aspire to a better situation than that of the citizens of the 
country to which he goes: legislation should be general and abstain from distinctions 
on account of nationality. Neither the power of nations nor their diplomacy should 
serve for the protection of particular interests or to exert pressure upon the govern- 
ments of weak peoples with the end of obtaining modifications of laws which are 
disagreeable to the subjects of a powerful country. ” 

In fiscal matters, this-amounts to a declaration of perfect equality of nationals and 
foreigners in the collection of taxes decreed by the public power of a country. 

The protection which Your Excellency states the Government of the United States 
may find itself in the necessity of extending to its nationals and which is ratified iu 
the note of August 13, constitutes a threat which is in contrast with the pacific ideals 
of His Excellency President Wilson and does not concord with the reiterated mani- 
festations of friendship and respect which he has proclaimed in regard to Mexico. 

Whatever may be the intention of the American Government in this respect. the 
Mexican Government believes it necessary to state that it will not accept the inter- 
ference of any foreign power in the arrangement of its internal affairs and that it will 
not admit any proceeding which under the pretext of protection to foreign interests 
wounds the national decorum or impairs the exercise of 1ts sovereignty. 

The issuance of the decree of February 19 is an act which of itself can not form the 
basis of diplomatic representations. If your excellency’s Government does so it is 
because it believes the said decree deprives American citizens of acquired rights and 
the seizure or spoliation of these rights by the mere will of the sovereign without due 
process of law has always been held as a denial of justice and sufficient cause tor 
diplomatic representations. 

four excellency states that this seizure or spoliation arises from the separation 
which our law makes between the surface and subsoil rights, which amounts to 3 
denial of justice. 

A denial of justice consists in that a judge refuses to impart justice when it is asked 
of him, or that any authority does not, either from negligence or a voluntary negative. 
pronounce its decision. In general language a denial of justice is every negative to 
accord to a person that which is his due. 

The Mexican Government has no knowledge up to the present that either American 
citizens or anyone else who believe themselves pre judieed. by the decree, have resorted 
to ordinary legal methods or to the appropriate authorities, for relief against the 
petroleum tax, since the discussions to which your excellency’s second note refers 
were of a private character. 

The petroleum tax embraces all the requisites which science assigns to every 
impost, but if it be considered that its application is unjust or the amount excessive, 
our laws assure the means of defense and our tribunals are prompt to decide as to the 
application of said laws. There is an individual guaranty established in article 22 
of our political constitution which prohibits the confiscation of property, and this ìs 
equally afforded by article 17 of the same fundamental code, which provides that 
the courts shall be open for the administration of justice at such times and under such 
conditions as the law may determine. Nevertheless, the American interests which 
your excelent represents and defends have not resorted to the established legal 
remedies in order that the proper authority should decide with regard to the injuries 
and confiscations which they believe themselves to have suffered; and yet your 
excellency bases the diplomatic representation made in the name of your Govem- 
ment on a ‘ ‘denial of justice,” which really has not taken place. 

The seizure or spoilation of property by the mere will of the sovereign is exactly 
one of the things which our constitution prohibits and condemns in article 14. li 
such cases of spoilation or confiscation should be proven and our tribunals should 
deny judgment, or having pronounced judgment favorable to the complainant, 
the Mexican Government should refuse to respect the judgment, then there would be 
a denial of justice and reason for diplomatic representations. In the case which 
gave rise to your excellency’s note, the courts have not yet intervened, and the 
expression ‘‘denial of justice,” which is used as a basis for the representation, must 
have been taken in a sense distinct from that commonly assigned to it in international 
law. 

The American doctrine in this respect is conclusive. It defines and considers the 
tux as a necessary attribute of sovereignty and teaches that as long as the impost 19 
uniform in its execution and can be considered as an impost and not as a confiscation 
or arbitrary imposition, no representation may be made to a foreign government 12 
aid of the foreigners who may be atiected, inasmuch as the only safeguard against 
the abuse of the power of levying taxes is found in the structure of the Government 
itself, and reclamations or com plaints on account of an excessive tax are properly 
questions within the competency of the local tribunals. 


” 
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As a matter of fact, the tribunals alone are capable of passing judgment upon the 
equality of distribution of the tax and the other requisites, and it is not just that the 
very foreigners who are alfected should judge and decide such questions. Otherwise 
it would be sufficient, in order to escape from a legitimately decreed impost, to allege 
the pretext that it is confiscatory. Furthermore, it is customary in all countries that 
diplomatic action should be the last to be exercised and that only after ordinary 
means have been exhausted. oe 

Your excellency attirms that investments of American citizens have been effected 
under the guaranty of the good faith of the Mexican Government, which virtually 
has invited them to make such investments; and that it can not believe that now this 
Government will disregard its obligations, now that the country finds itself at peace 
and at astage of progress. ' we 

Your excellency has interpreted faithfully in this part of your note the disposition 
of the Mexican Government with respect to foreign investments; since its conduct and 
intentions have been and will be in the future, the conciliation of foreign interests 
with the progress of the Republic and its legitimate rights, by means of a perfect 
equality before the law of Mexicans and foreigners. 

Assuredly American interests are worthy of every protection and the Mexican 
Government recognizes that they may contribute to the industrial development of 
the Republic, particularly in the petroleum industry, and in precisely this spirit has 
the decree of February 19 been issued (aside from the fundamental question which 
consists in putting into practice the dominion of the Nation over the subsoil) because, 
hepecting the existing situation, it impedes and prevents speculations in petroleum 
lands prejudicial to the operators and to the interests of the country. 

With reference to the request which, on instructions from your Government, your 
excellency makes in the second note, to the effect that the petroleum decrees referred 
to be not made effective on August 15, the matter need not be specially considered, 
inasmuch as the time for making and the form of manifestations provided tor by the 
mid decree had been modified previously to its presentation. 

The Mexican Government desires to live in peace and friendship with all nations 
and in good harmony with your excellency’s Government. In order to accomplish 
this, it will endeavor to respect the dignity and the interests of foreigners and has no 
idea of passing legislation designed to molest a friendly country or its citizens. These 
pay, lls all confidence, continue to rely upon the laws and institutions of the 

ublic. 

he Mexican Government hopes it has dissipated with these explanations, all 
ground for misunderstanding between two friendly peoples and all apprehension or 
lear on account of American interests invested in Mexico; and relying upon the pro- 
found knowledge which your excellency personally has of existing conditions, is cer- 
lain your excellency will make plain to the Department of State the true object of 
the fiscal dispositions which brought forth your note, and the Mexican Government's 

rason tor maintaining the perfect equality of nationals and foreigners before the law. 

l renew to your excellency the assurances of my highest consideration. 

By reason of illness of the secretary, the subsecretary: | 

E. Garza PEREZ. 


No. 799, DECEMBER 13, 1918. 


The Hon. Henry P. FLETCHER, 
American Ambassador, Mexico City. 

Sir: The department acknowledges the receipt of your No. 1337, of August 21, 1918, 
mith which you inclosed copy of a translation of note No. 2772, of August 17, 1918, from 
the foreign office, replying to your embassy's note of April 12, 1918, protesting against 
the so-called petroleum decree of February 19, 1918. 

ou state that amparo proceedings have been instituted in the courts of Mexico 
aalnst the recent petroleum decrees: that you have been informed by a representative 
of the American oil companies that the proceedings are progressing satisfactorily, and 
that there is hope of obtaining what would amount to a preliminary injunction in our 
Procedure, and that the issuance of the decree of August 12, 1918, has relieved the sit- 
unon and removed the danger of arbitrary action against the companies by the Mex- 
ican Government. l 

You further stated that a new Congress would convene on the lst of September, and 
that it would not be surprising if an entirely new petroleum law were proposed by the 
Government almost immediately: that should the decision of the courts uphold the 
‘ontention of the Mexican and foreign companies and citizens as against the Govern- 
ment, the troublesome question of enforcing retroactively article 27 of the constitution 
‘ould be removed and the way would be open for the Mexican Government to proceed 
along more moderate and more just lines with the so-called nationalization of petroleum 


ucing lands, 
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You added that at any rate an acute crisis in the petroleum matter had been avoided 
and that the indications were that this difficulty, which seriously threatened the good 
relations between Mexico and the United States, would be adjusted by peaceful and 
legal methods. 

The department is pleased to learn of the improvement in the situation, which 
seems to render unnecessary at the present time further representations in the way of 
protest to the Mexican Government. 

However, the department deems it advisable at this time to take notice of certain 
statements contained in the note of the foreign office copied with your dispatch, both 
because silence on the part of this Government with respect to some of these state- 
ments might lead the Mexican Government to suppose, contrary to the fact, that this 
Government was disposed to acquiesce therein, and also since it seems entirely pos- 
sible that the Mexican Government is still bent upon putting into effect by Executive 
decree, or by legislation, the con{fiscatorv features with respect to oil-bearing lands, of 
article 27 of the constitution and the petroleum decree of February 19, 1918. 

Therefore, you will please take suitable occasion to reply to the Mexican note of 
_ August 17, 1918, substantially as follows: 

The Government of the United States has noted with pleasure that, as anticipated 
by it, the Mexican Government has the intention to conciliate foreign interests and that 
it regards American interests as worthy of every protection, recognizing that they con- 
tribute to the industrial development of the Republic of Mexico. particularly in the 
petroleum industry. The Government of the United States heartily reciprocates the 
expressed desire of the Mexican Government that the two nations live in peace, iriend- 
ship, and good relation, and welcomes the statements that the Mexican Government 
will respect the dignity and the interest of foreigners and has no idea of enacting legis- 
lation designed to molest a friendly country or its citizens. 

With these views animating the Mexican Government and their hearty reciprocation 
by the Government of the United States, it would seem that there should be no dith- 
culty in adjusting in an amicable fashion any matters of difference between the two 
Governments. 

The Government of the United States is not unappreciative of the disposition of the 
Mexican Government to translate on its part these friendly sentiments into action by 
the issuance of the decree of August 12, 1918, which tends to remove the danger, there 
tofore feared by the United States, of arbitrary proceedings against foreign oil interest, 
and the Government of the United States is encouraged by this action to believe that 
the entire petroleum question, as it affects American interests, will at a not distant 
date reach an adjustment equitable to all parties concerned. 

While the present situation with respect to the matters which have been in difference 
between the Mexican Government and the petroleum interests, as the Government of 
the United States understands the matter, is in an orderly process of developing itself, 
with a strong possibility that the outcome will be a satisfactory adjustment between 
the interested parties, the Government of the United States considers that it would be 
appropriate for it to state briefly at this time, with the object of clarifying the situation 
and of avoiding all possibility of misunderstanding, its views with regard to certam 
allusions and statements contained in the note of the Mexican foreign oflice, No. 27", 
of August 17, 1918. . 

The Government of the United States regrets to observe the critical attitude which 
the Mexican Government has assumed toward the efforts made by this Government 
through diplomacy to protect its citizens in Mexico from what appeared to it to be 
imminent spoliation of their vested rights in Mexico, and can not but believe that this 
attitude is based on a partial understanding of the causes and grounds leading this 
Government to express its views in its note to the Mexican Government of April 2. 
1918. In justice to itself, the United States feels that it is entitled to point out that 1t 
diplomatic interposition in this case was consequent upon and flowed Nireetly from the 
policies and actions of the Mexican Government itself, notwithstanding the unremit- 
ting efforts of the United States to explain informally the dire efiects of these measures 
upon American interests In the petroleum fields. Moreover, the representations w hich 
the Government of the United States had made with respect to the Mexican petroleum 
decree of February 19, 1918, were not in any way inspired, as the Mexican Governmen! 
appears to suppose, by the desire to obtain undue protection to American citizens 30 
American interests, but solely to obtain for them that protection to which they seem 
to be entitled under the generally accepted rules and principles of international law. 

The purpose of the Government of the United States waa to call the attention of 
the Government of Mexico, with such earnestness as the critical situation of American 
interests seemed to demand, to what seemed to the Government of the United State: 
an unwarranted course of action, against which ordinary legal proceedings might iai 
to provide a sufficient and timely remedy, with the confident belief that upon eae 
sideration of the views of this Government, the Mexican Government would appreciate 
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the condition in which such American citizens would be placed by the action appar- 
ently contemplated against them and that the Mexican Government would, there- 
fore, take ch prompt steps as would relieve the condition and render unnecessary 
any further controversy over the matter. The Mexican Government’s mistaken 
views of the attitude of the Government of the United States in these respects is be- 
lieved to have been brought about by the conception which the Mexican Government 
aserte it has of the duties and obligations of a State to foreigners in its country. The 
Mexican Government appears to be of the opinion that so long as a State does not 
discriminate against foreigners and in favor of its own citizens, it is entitled to mete 
out to foreigners such treatment as it may desire; that foreigners must submit to their 
treatment, and that their Governments have no right of interposition to protect them 
against it, should it be unduly onerous and unjust, until local remedies have been 
exhausted in vain. 

Applying this view to the petroleum situation the Mexican Government seems to 
Galad that the decree regulating ownership of mineral deposits is a matter of in- 
ternal and territorial sovereignty applicable to Mexican citizens and foreigners alike 
and therefore that there is atforded no rightful basis for interposition by the Govern- 
ments of interested foreigners, even though the result of the decree should be, as was 
apparently its purpose, to deprive such foreigners of property rights which they had 
legitimately acquired under the laws of Mexico. 

The Government of the United States believes that this contention of the Mexican 
Government and the basis upon which it seems to rest find no sound foundation in 
the principles of the law and practice of nations which in the past have been gener- 
ally accepted by the Governments of the world, and that it could not, therefore, be 
fairly called upon to recognize or acquiesce in them in opposition to the usage of na- 
tions. The Government. of the United States is tirmly of the opinion that the great 
weight of international law and practice supports the view that every nation has 
certain minimum duties to perform with regard to the treatment of foreigners, irre- 
{eae of its duties to its own citizens, and that in default of such performance, it is 
the right of the foreign Government concerned to enter protest. Not the least of such 
duties, as the Government of the United States believes, is to refrain from measures 
resulting in contiscation of the vested property rights of foreigners, acquired in good 
faith and in accordance with the laws of the country in which the property is situated. 
While the Mexican Government may see fit to confiscate vested property rights of 
lts own citizens, such action is in equity no justification for the confiscation of such 
nghts of American citizens and does not estop the Government of the United States 
from protesting on behalf of its citizens against contiscation of their property. 

To resist unjust encroachment upon their rights by the governmental agencies of 
their country, Mexican citizens are armed with a weapon which they may presum- 
ably use in addition to judicial remedies. I refer to the orderly processes by which 
the tree people of a democracy may assert their will in respect of governmental 
policies. But Americans in Mexico have no such recourse. Aside trom judicial 
remedies, they are limited to an appeal for the protection of their Governments. If 
they are to be denied that right of appeal they are clearly pate in a position of 
disadvantage as compared with citizens in Mexico who have both a and legal 
remedies at their command to right their wrongs. If the right of protection of this 
Government is to be denied, then one of the means of obtaining that parity of treat- 
ao oo the Mexican Government admits Americans are entitled is plainly 

estroved. 

The United States is ready to admit that legal remedies should as a rule be tried 
Vats citizens to obtain reparation for or relief from wrongful actions against their 
Property, and it is understood that the American interests atfected by the petroleum 
ecree are resorting to such remedies, but the United States can not admit that 
iplomatic representations is always premature if made on behalt of its citizens before 

ev have exhausted their legal remedies in the courts of Mexico. 

If it were necessary to substantiate this proposition, many instances of diplomatic 
action, before or during legal proceedings, might be cited from the practice of nations, 
In case of irreparable damage or highly arbitrary action, particularly where it is in 
the power of the Government to prevent or suspend either. The promulgation of 
the before-mentioned provision of article 27 of the Mexican Constitution, followed 

y the issuance of the so-called petroleum decrees indicated a cettled purpose of the 

€xican Government to put into execution this provision of the Constitution, with- 
Sut opportunity for full and fair consideration, and without regard to the legitimately 
acquired rights of American citizens. Such action might have been irreparable in 
ils results, and certainly would have been arbitrary, and within the power of the 
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Mexican Government to prevent or modify as subsequent events have shown. In 
the circumstances, friendly representations, without prejudice to the prosecution of 
legal remedies and in the interest of avoiding misunderstanding, can hardly be said 
to be out of place. On the contrary, the Government of the United States believes 
that happy results are often the outcome of diplomatic interposition, which therefore 
serves the best of ends, in the wav of averting possible difficulties of a serious nature. 
Moreover, the argument of the Mexican Government as to the necessity of a resort 
to its courts by foreigners affected by the decree in question, prior to diplomatic 
interposition, would have more weight did the decree relate alone to matters of taxa- 
tion, which is far from being the case, although a casual reading of the note under 
acknowledgment might lead to that conclusion. 

As a matter of fact, the immensely important feature of the decree is the attempt 
made therein to carry out the provisions of article 27 of the constitution for the con- 
fiscation of the petroleum-bearing subsoil, and this was thoroughly brought out by the 
embassy's note of April 2, 1918, in which it was said, with reference to the taxation 
feature of the decree, that the Government of the United States reserved opinion on 
the question as to whether such taxation was confiscatory in effect. Furthermore, 
in mitigation of what this Government regarda as the plainly confiscatory feature of 
the decree, the note under acknowledgement makes reference to the guaranty estab- 
lished by article 22 of the constitution. This Government is at a logs to understand 
this reference to article 22 as it would not seem to modify the effect of the decree in 
question, since the confiscation forbidden by that article of the constitution appear 
to relate to punishment for criminal offenses. This can not, therefore, be regarded 
as modifying the provision of the Mexican Constitution clearly applicable to this 
ease, namely the following clause of article 27° 

‘Private property shall not be expropriated except for reasons of public utility 
and by means of indemnification.” 

Indeed, this provision seems to contemplate the establishment of judicial procedure 
for the expropriation of private property. 

Therefore, the Government of the United States finds itself quite unable to accept 
the point of view of the Mexican Government, in respect to parity of treatment of 
Americans and Mexicans, and to diplomatic interposition in behalf of the former. 

This communication should not ie concluded without reference to the statement 
in the note under acknowledgment as to the inconsistency which the Mexican Govern- 
ment indicates that it finds between the action of the Government of the United 
States in respect to the petroleum controversy, and the utterances and ideals of the 
President of the United States. Regarding this it may be said that it is believed 
that the Mexican Government will confess itself unable to find any statement of 
President Wilson, which by expression or implication, pronounces against the exer- 
cise of the right of diplomatic interposition, upon atabe occasion therefore. The 
President has drawn a sharp contrast between the policy of armed intervention an 
that of diplomatic interposition. THe has, on numerous occasione, stated in effect that 
he would not countenance armed intervention in the affairs of another State ior the 
purpose of gratifying selfish interests, and the composite statement as presented by 
the Mexican minister of foreign affairs clearly comprehends such a situation. But 
the President has never stated that he would forego the right of diplomatic inter- 
yosition in behalf of American citzens, a distinctly friendly method of supporting 
Kaamil national interests in order to avoid injustice. On the contrary, the Pres- 
dent had declared for diplomatic interposition no where better than in the following 
quotation from his address of January 29, 1916: 

e America has not only to assert her right to her own life within her own borders, 
she hag also to assert her right to equal and just treatment of her citizens wherever 
thev go.” ; 

The Government of the United States asks no more than “equal and just treatment” 
for its citizens, and therefore cherishes the sincere hope that the Mexican tribunals 
whose prerogative it may be to pass upon the legal questions involved in the so-called 
petroleum decree will in the proceedings which it is understood have been initia 
and which may hereafter be commenced protect the legitimately acquired rights of 
American citizens. Thus the controversy ma happily be ended. However, should 
this hope unfortunately be disappointed, the Government of the United States must 
reserve to itself the consideration of the question of interesting itself further on be 
of American citizens concerned in this important and serious matter. 

I am, sir, ‘ 

Your most obedient servant, 
Franx L. Pots. 
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{Paraphrase— Telegram. ] 
Marcu 18, 1919. 


AmeEnicaN Embassy, Mexico: 


1921. Your dispatch 1842, February 25. 

The department instructs the ambassador to protest against attempt apparently 
contemplated by circular February 18 to collect royalties from American petroleum 
interests and refers generally to objections previously urged by the American Gov- 


ernment against Mexican petroleum decrees. 
PoLk, Acting. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, April 16, 1919. 
American EmBassy, Mexico City: 

Inform foreign office substantially as follows: . 

The attention of the Government of the United States has been called to the fact 
that certain oil properties in Mexico leased by American companies under Mexican 
law have recently been denounced by third persons; that American lessees have pro- 
tested to the department of industry, commerce, and labor against such denouncements 
and petitioned that no titles or concessions covering the properties in question should 
issue in consequence thereof; and that in at least one case said department has required 
the leasing company to submit evidence of payment of rental and royalties to the 
Mexican Government and to couch its protest in the terms stipulated by the decree 
of August 8, 1919. 

It seems quite clear that in these requirements an attempt is being made by the 
Mexican Government to coerce American companies into the performance of acts, the 
results of which would be to admit in advance of the final settlement of the questions 
at issue the correctness of the contention of the Mexican Government in the matter of 
ownership of oil deposits, against which the Government of the United States has 
made solemn protest as threatening confiscation of rights legally acquired by American 
citizens. 

Therefore, the Government of the United States is constrained to renew the protest 
previously made against this measure of threatened confiscation and to utter a present 

rotest against the attempted coercion of American interests into an admission of the 

Wiulness of the means which the Mexican Government has adopted in an attempt 
to put its confiscatory plan into effect. 

ou will add that it would be regarded by the Government of the United States as 
very unfortunate were the Mexican Government, pending a final solution of its diffi- 
culties with the petroleum interests, to complicate the situation by the issuance to 
third persons of titles to or rights in lands legally held by American citizens. 
Pork, Acting. 


[Paraphrase.] 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, April 16, 1919. 
AMERICAN Empagsy, Mexico City: 

1969. The ambassador is instructed to renew the protest of the Government of the 
United States previously made against the measure of threatened confiscation and 
to further protest against the attempted coercion of American interests into an admis- 
son of the lawfulness of the means which the Mexican Government has adopted in an 
attempt to put into effect its confiscatory plan. 

The ambassador is further instructed to add that a complication of the situation by 
the issuance to third persons of titles to or rights in lands legally held by American 
citizens, would be regarded by the American Government as very unfortunate. 

Specific reference is made to the fact that certain oil properties in Mexico leased by 

merican companies under Mexican law have recently been denounced by third 
Persons; that protest has been made by the American lessees to the department 
of industry, commerce, and labor against such denouncements and petitioned that 
no titles or concessions covering the properties in question should issue In consequence 
thereof: and that in one case the leasing company has been required by said depart- 
Ment to submit to the Mexican Government evidence of pavment of rental and roval- 
ties and to couch its pretest in the terms stipulated by the decree of August 8, 1918. 

he department is of the opinion that in these requirements an attempt is being 
made to coerce American companies by the Mexican Government into the perform- 
ance of acts, the results of which would be to admit in advance of the final settlement 
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of the questions at issue the correctness of the contention of the Mexican Govern- 
ment in the matter of ownership of oil deposits, against which the .\merican Govem- 
ment has made solemn protest as threatening confiscation of rights legally acquired 
by American citizens. 

Pork, Acting. 


Mexico Ciry, June 2, 1919, 
SECRETARY OF STATE, Washington, D. C.: 


3006. Important. June 2, 3 p. m. 

Under date of May 29 and received to-day. Foreign office has replied as follows to 
embassy notes of March 20 and April 21 based on department's telegrams 1921, March 
18, 6 p. m., and 1969, April 16, 5 p. m., protesting against the department of hacienda 
circular issued February 19 last: 

"The Government of Mexico sincerely deplores the fact that the American com- 
panies have ill-advisedly failed to comply with the laws which the former issued on 
the exploitation of petroleum, since they could have done so under protest and with 
the reservations that they might have considered compatible with their interests, and 
could have appeared before the proper authorities, requesting a (?) study of the 
question so that it might be decided in justice and according to law. 

“Consequently, if the situation of the petroleum companies is complicated by the 
denouncements made by third persons. the companies mentioned are doubtless the 
only ones blamable. since it must be evident to your clear judgment. that the protests 
of a foreign nation can not suspend the effects of the laws issued by the Government of 
another nation.” 

SUMMERLIN, 


Mexico Crry, June 3, 1919. 
No. 2063. 
The SECRETARY OF STATE, Washington. 


Sır: With reference to the department's telegrams No. 1921 of March 18, 6 p. m., 
and No. 1969 of April 16, 5 p. m.. instructing the embassy to protest against the cir- 
cular issued by the department of hacienda on February 19, 1919, in regard to the 
proposed collection of rovalties from petroleum companies and against the possibility 
that denounced concessions might be granted to third persons, I have the honor to 
forward herewith copy and translation of a note received from the foreigh office dated 
May 29, 1919, the substance of which was sent the department in the embaasy’s tele- 
gram No. 3006, June 2, 3 p. m. 

I have the honor to be. sir, 

Your obedient servant, GEORGE T. SUMMERLIN, 
Chargé d’ Affaires. 


[Inclosure No. 1, dispatch No. 2063.] 


ERNESTO GARZA PEREZ ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, TO GEORGE 
l T. SUMMERLIN, CHARGE D'AFFAIRES, MEXICO, 


[Translation.] 
a Mexico, May 29, 1919. 

Mr. CHARGE D AFFAIRES: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of vour notes 
dated March 20 and April 21 of the current vear which you were good enough to send 
this department: in accordance with instructions from your Government. protesting 
against the circular issued by the department of hacienda on the 19th of February, 
last. in connection with the collection of rovalties from the petroleum companies 
and against the possibility that concessions might be granted to third persons who 
have denounced petroleum properties rented by American companies. 

The Government of Mexico sincerely deplores the fact that the American companies, 
have ill advisedly failed to comply with the laws which the former issued on the 
exploitation of petroleum, since they could have done so under protest and with the 
reservations that they might have considered compatible with their interests, an 
could have appeared before the proper authorities, requesting a detailed study of the 
question so that Jt might be decided in justice and according to law. 

Consequently, if the situation of the petroleum companies is complicated by the 
denouncements made by third persons, the companies mentioned are doubtless the 
only ones to blame, since it must be evident to your clear judgment that the protests 
of a foreign nation can not suspend the effects of the laws issued by the Government 
of another nation. . ' 

I renew to you the assurances of my highest consideration. 

E. Garza PEREZ. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, June 16, 1919. 
Amertcan EmBassy, Merico City: 
Your 3006, June 2, 3 p. m. 


Reply to note of foreign office substantially as follows: 

“Ae the Government of the United States is informed and believes the only Mexican 
legislation on the subject of petroleum deposits with which American companies 
have failed to comply is the recent legislation covered by decree of February 19. 1918, 
and subsequent decrees on the same subject. compliance with which would con- 
stitute an admission of the correctness of the contention of the Mexican Government 
in the matter of ownership of oil deposits, against which the Government of the United 
States has made solemn protest which it now renews, as threatening confiscation of 
nights legally acquired by American citizens. 

“When it asserted that the American companies in question could have complied 
with such legislation under protest and with the reservations that they might have 
considered compatible with their interests. the foreign oflice apparently failed to 
take into account the language used by the Government of Mexico in its reply, under- 
stood by the Government of the United States to bear date of August 25, 1918, to the `’ 
contention of the petroleum companies and interested individuals in the case of the 

mparos demanded against the recent decrees of the Mexican Government. 

‘Therein, as a further ground for the contention of the Mexican Government that 
amparo was not in order, that Government referred to the quote constitutional doc- 
trines unquote to the effect that when an individual has agreed to be governed as 
regards his property by a certain statute, he may not later raise the objection that. 
said statute violates the constitutional precepts. In this connection the reply of the 
executive branch of the Mexican Government sets forth that some manifestations 
had becn presented quote under protest unquote, but that quote such protest has no 
legal effect except in the cases precisely specilied in the laws.” 

In view of the foregoing the Government of the United States can not admit that 
American companies are in any wise blamable for the complication of their situation 
by reason of denouncements made by third persons, and must reiterate its previous 
statement that it would regard it as very unfortunate were the Mexican Government, 
pending a final solution of its difficulties with the petroleum interests, to issue to 
their persons titles to, or rights in, lands legally held by American citizens. 


PHILLIPS, Acting. 


CABLE MESSAGE FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE TO THE AMERICAN EMBASSY AT 
: MEXICO CITY.. 


No. 2052. JUNE 18, 1919. 
{ Paraphrase.]} 


Answering your No. 3025, June 16, 6 p. m. 

You will please make prompt protest, on behalf of American citizens whose interests 
are involved, against orders of President Carranza to cease drilling for oil except in 
cases where permits have been granted. Protest should be based on the fact that said 
permits could have been procured only through complying with recent legislation in 
consonance with presidential decree of February 19, 1918, and later decrees regarding 
same subject, and that acquiesence in same would have been equivalent to an admis- 
Sion that the Mexican Government had in issuing them acted within its rights in 
regard to ownership of oil deposits, against which assumption the Government of the 
United States has entered a vigorous protest as threatening to confiscate rights which 
its citizens have legally acquired. 

_ You will simultaneously make reservation of rights for damages in behalf of Amer- 
ican citizens whose interests are jeopardized by said decrees. 
Pork, Acting. 


No. 2241. Mexico, August 6, 1919. 

e SECRETARY oF StTaTE, Washington. 

Sir: I have the honor to confirm this embassy’s telegram, No. 3097, of August 5, 

noon, and to inclose, herewith, copy and translation of the official circular No. 9 
of the petroleum division of the de artment of industry, commerce, and labor, dated 
August 1, 1919, which was forwarded to this embassy by the department of foreign 
relations, August 5, 1919. 

I have the honor to be, sir, 

Your obedient servant, GEORGE T. SUMMERLIN, 
Chargé d’ A faires. 
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{Inclosure No. 1, dispatch No. 2241.] 


TRANSLATION OF OFFICIAL CIRCULAR NO. 9, ISSUED BY THE PETROLEUM DIVISION OF 
THE DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRY, COMMERCE, AND LABOR, AUGUST 1, 1919, FORWARDED 
TO EMBASSY BY DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN RELATIONS. 


A seal which reads: ‘‘Department of industry, commerce, and labor. Petroleum 
Division. Circular No. 9.” 

Taking into consideration that various companies and individuals interested in the 
petroleum industry have not understood the liberal spirit which animated the Fed- 
eral executive when he issued the decrees regarding taxes on oil Jands and on oil 
contracts, nor have they understood the advantage which was intended for them by 
the presentation of the manifestations required by the decree of July 31, 1918, order 
whose object was the protection of rights acquired prior to May 1, 1917, and conse- 
quently did not present said manifestations: 

That as a consequence of the failure to present the manifestations required the 
interested partics were deprived, by artigle 4 of the decree of August 12, 1918, of the 
right to execute new work in connection with the exploration and exploitation of oil 
on their owned or leased properties; 

That for the same reason they can not fulfill their commercial promises previously 
contracted according to persistent declarations which they have made to the depart- 
ment of industry, commerce, and labor; and 

That the inclination of the Federal Government always has been to encourage the 
development of the national petroleum industry: 

The President of the Republic has seen fit to order that: 

The owners of lands or the concessionaries of the right of exploitation who did not 
resent the manifestations required by the decree of July 31, 1918, on taxes on oil 
ands and oil contracts, shall be able in the future to undertake oil exploration and 

exploitation work on the condition that on requesting the corresponding permission 
from the Federal Executive they obligate themselves to respect the precepts of the 
organic petroleum law which the Congress of the Union may enact. 

he permits granted by this department in fulfillment of the above ruling shall 
have a provisional character and shall be revalidated in accordance with the organic 
law on petroleum when it may be paseed. 

In order to obtain the referred-to permits for exploration and exploitation, the peti- 
tioners shall present to this department of industry, commerce, and labor the docu- 
ments which prove the possession of the lands where the referred-to permits are to be 
used. 

Which is made known to the interested parties for proper action. Constitution and 
reforms. Mexico, August 1, 1919. . The subsecretary in charge of the office. 


LEON SALINAS. 


A. G. Morena. 


This is a true copy of the original. 


PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM, DATED OCTOBER 1, 1919, FROM THE ACTING SECRETARY OP 
STATE TO THE AMERICAN EMBASSY AT MEXICO CITY. 


You will inform the foreign office substantially as follows: l 

The United States Government has learned that various corporations owned entirely 
or in large part by citizens of the United States hold oil leases executed before May 1, 
1917, on privately owned lands in the State of Vera Cruz, by which the companies 
have the right to explore and exploit the subsoil deposits; that in some instances theee 
lease contracts definitely required under penalty of forfeiture the drilling of wells 
within fixed and limited periods; that the companies in order to meet their con- 
tractual obligations and to enjoy their property rights have applied in the appropnate 
manner to the Mexican department Ai industry, commerce, and labor for permits to 
drill wells; that such permits have been denied in some instances and granted condi- 
tionally in other instances; that denials have been based on sole ground that com- 

anies have not manifested their properties as required by Mexican decree of July 31, 
1918, and have not conformed to decrees of August 8 and 12, 1918, and that permits 
granted have been conditioned upon obligation of companies to conform to provisions 
of a petroleum law to be enacted in the future; that the companies have been notified 
that under the provisions of the Mexican circular of January 17, 1915, as reaffirm 
March 20, 1919, the Government will take over all wells drilled without permits, and 
that on certain properties so held under leases the Mexican authorities have accept 
dencuncements by third persons in spite of companies’ protests, which have been over- 
ruled because companies have not complied with provisions of decrees of August 8 an 
12, 1918. 
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This would seem to be but another aspect of the situation affecting petroleum 
deposits in Mexico, which has been discussed in previous representations from the 
Government of the United States, and this opportunity is taken to reaffirm the position 
of this Government with regard to the matter as set forth in such representations. 

In this relation, and with specific reference to the action of the Mexican Govern- 
ment as eet forth in the foregoing, it may be observed that compliance with or acqui- 
escence in the above-mentioned decrees of 1918 by the companies affected would 
seem clearly to imply a surrender on their part of nghts and titles lawfully acquired 
and legitimately held under Mexican law. Moreover, the companies in question can 
not reasonably be expected to agree in advance to conform to the provisions of a law 
to be ad in the future, concerning the terms of which they have no assurance 
that their rights will be respected. 

In this view of the matter the Government of the United States, owing as it does to 
its citizens the duty of protecting them in foreign lands, both in their persons and 
their property rights, must strongly protest against the action of the Mexican Govern- 
it as outlined above and characterize it as threatening confiscation and a denial 
of justice. 

The Mexican Government is therefore strongly urged not to permit the circulars of 
January 7, 1915, and March 20, 1919, to be enforced in the cases to which reference 
has been made and to see to it that the interested companies suffer no loss or incon- 
venience on account. of the denouncements upon their properties which appear to have 
been accepted as aforesaid, but to restore the companies to all the rights to which 
they are entitled under the leases held by them and the applicable laws of Mexico at 
the time when such lease contracts were made. 

In communicating the foregoing the Government of the United States takes occasion 
to express the confident hope that pee the general settlement of the petroleum 
question by specific legislation of the Mexican Congress the administrative authori- 
ties of Mexico will respect the vested rights of American citizens and evince that 
Tespect by withdrawing its insistence that interested American citizens comply with 
the provisions of the decrees mentioned. 


re 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, November 14, 1919. 
The Hon. ALBERT B. FALL, 
Chairman Senate Subcommittee Investigating Mexican A fairs, 
Committee on Foreign Relations, United States Senate. 

Sır: With further reference to my letter of October 25, I have the honor to transmit 
herewith additional copies of protests made by the Government of the United States 
to the Government of Mexico inst certain decrees and proposed legislation held 
to be inimical to the interests of American citizens. 

Documenta 38 to 42, inclusive, relate to the proposed waiver of the rights of for- 
a is to appeal to their governments for protection and redress. 

ocuments 44 to 58, inclusive, relaté to the so-called Agrarian law recently enacted 
by the Legislature of the State of Sonora. ; 

have the honor to be, sir, 


Your obedient servant, " 
OBERT LANSING. 


(Telegram, plain.] 


Mexico City, Mexico, August 10, 1916. 


SECRETARY OF State, Washington, D. C.: 

Order to notaries provides that in formation new corporations and particularly those 
for exploration, exploitation of oil lands, charter shall contain clause providing that 
foreign stockholders renounce their national rights as to company affairs, this meaning 
they waive all right to protection interest through their national representatives. 
Informed that this has been tried before, but failed and is not considered to have 
legal effect. Nevertheless it is undoubtedly dangerous and presumably contrary 


to treaty rights. Have filed general protest. 
RopaeErs. 
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{Pauraphrase. Telegram.] 


l DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, D. C., August 16, 1956, 
RODGERS, 
Special representutie Amerwan Government, Mecico City: 

295. The department refers to your teleeram No. 278, and instructs vou to advise 
the proper authorities that decree providing that new corporations are obliged to 
state in their articles of incorporation the clause of renunciation by foreign stock- 
holders of their national rights as to company affairs vill not be regerded by the 
American Government as annulling the relations existing between itself and its 
citizens who may own stock in such corporations or as extinguishing its obligations to 
protect them in case of denial of justice. 

LANSING. 


652. EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
Mexico, January 9, 1917. 
The SECRETARY OF NTATE, 
Washington, D. C. 


Sır: I have the honor to refer to my telegram of January 8 relating to the publica- 
tion of a further decree relating to the renouncing of citizenship rights by foreigner 
acquiring certain real properties in the Repubiic of Mexico, and transmit herewith 
a copy of said decree, together with a translation of same in duplicate. [ also transmit 
a translated copy of the previous decree upon this same subject, as requested by the 
department. 

t have the honor to be. sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
WALTER C. THURSTON, 
In Charge of American Interests. 


{Translation.]} 


CIRCULAR OF DECREE REQUIRING FOREIGNERS TO RENOUNCE THEIR NATIONAL PRO- 
TECTION WHEN ACQUIRING RIGHTS TO REAL PROPERTY IN THE REPUBLIC OP 
MEXICO. 


On the 15th of August of this year, this office, by direction of the first chief of the 
constitutionalist army, in charge of the executive power of the nation, issued a or- 
cular setting forth the obligatory disposition relating to the requisitions which must 
he met by foreigners who attempt to acquire, within national territory, uncultivated 
or national land, waters of Federal jurisdiction, mining claims, or permission for the 
exploration or exploitation of natural riches, such as forest products, petroleum, 
fisheries, ete., Warning them that they must’ previously present, through written 
document and before the department for foreign affairs, a formal, express, and final 
declaration that, in their capacity of proprietors or concessionaries, and for all effects 
and purposes relating to the properties they desire to obtain, they consider themselves 
as Mexicans, renouncing their rights as foreigners, and that of applying for protection 
or presenting complaints to their respective Governments. 

In the third clause of that circular it was declared that all denouncements then 
filed before this office, or its adminstrative agencies upon any of the classes of proper- 
tics above referred to should be suspended until the interested person should present 
the certificate mentioned, with the understanding that these denouncements should 
be ptaced in the files and considered forfeited unless the certificate were presente 
before the expiration of four months. 

The citizen, first chief of the constitutionalist army, taking into consideration the 
fact that many foreigners, due to causes beyond their control have not been able to 
present said certificate, and he being desirous of preventing harm to those who have 
acquired in good faith legitimate rights, has seen fit to dispose that the period referre 
to in said third clause shall be extended four months longer, and will expire Aprl 
15, 1917. 

December 15, 1916. 

Epuarvo Hay, | 
Subsecretary (Fomento). 
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Ld 


{Translation.] 


DECREE REQUIRING FOREIGNERS TO RENOUNCE THEIR NATIONAL PROTECTION WHEN 
ACQUIRING RIGHTS TO CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY IN THE REPUBLIC OF MEXICO. 


A seal reading: ‘‘ Ministry of state and office of fomento, colonization, and industry, 
Mexico, office of the private secretary, No. 81.” 

The first chief of the constitutionalist army in charge of the executive power, consid- 
ering that as a consequence of our fundamental laws whereby foreigners must enjoy in 
Mexico the same privileges as the Mexicans, it is natural and legitimate that they 
should have the same obligations, with a view that the liberality of our democratic 
institutions should not be understood nor carried to the extreme that foreigners, as 
owners of property in Mexico, be in better juridical conditions then Mexicans, as it 
has unfortunately happened and which would occur if they, besides the enjoyment 
of the rights, actions, and resources offered by the Mexican laws in regard to property 
and its juridical relations, could formulate claims before their respective Governments; 
the same first magistrate of the Republic, in view of the extraordinary faculties in 
him vested, has seen fit to direct the establishment of the following dispositions, 
obligatory in all the Republic: 

First. Foreigners pretending to acquire real estate or national lands, mining claims, 
waters of Federal jurisdiction, or permit for the exploration of exploitation of the 
natural riches, as forestal products, oil, fisheries, etc., in the Republic of Mexico, 
shall present beforehand in writing, before the ministry for foreign affairs, a formal 
express declaration that in their capacity as proprietors or concessionaries and for all 
the elfects and relations of the property which they desire to acquire, they consider 
themselves Mexicans, waiving their rights as foreigners and privileges of appeal for 
protection or claim to their respective Governments. 

Foreign corporations can not acquire rights on any of the properties specified in this 
circular, unless they nationalize and submit to the Mexican laws making the afore- 
mentioned declaration. 

Second. It is an indispensable requirement for the ministry of fomento, coloniza- 
ton, and industry in order to admit any denouncement or application made by a 
foreigner on any of the matters referred to in the previous article, even for a simple 
permit for exploration, that he should present to it with the first communication a 
‘ertificate issued by the ministry for foreign affairs, bearing the declaration mentioned 
10 the previous disposition. 

Without this requirement the application must be refused emphatically, and all 
proceedings made before the presentation of this certificate will be null and void. 

There shall appear in all property titles, as well as in the permits on the properties 

aforementioned, which should be granted by the ministry of fomento to foreigners, 
a well as in the contracts or deeds authorized by public notaries, the full text of 
the certificate prescribed in the first disposition, besides the reproduction of the 
text thereof as a special clause. Failure to insert the certificate or that clause will 
Cause the annulment of the title, permit, contract, or respective deed. 
_ Third. In all matters already moved by foreigners which may be before the n in- 
istry of fomento or its administrative agencies with relation to any of the properties 
relerred to in this disposition, the proceedings will be suspended and shall not be 
renewed until the presentation by the interested parties of the certificate in question. 
If within the period of four months beginning from the date of these dispositions 
the certificate is not presented by the interested parties they shall be regarded as 
desisting from their purpose and their applications will be filed, the interested parties 
hot having a right of appeal against this resolution. 

The present dispositions are obligatory in all the Republic of Mexico and shall 
he published in El Diario Oficial, for its knowledge and due compliance, and shall 
be in force on the day of its issuance. 

Constitution and reforms, Mexico, August 15, 1916. 

he subsecretary in charge of the office of the ministry of fomento, colonization, 


and industry, 
Pastor Roualix. 
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{Telegram, plain.) 


DEPARTMENT OF. STATE, 
Washington, D. C., January 19, 1917. 
WALTER THURSTON, Esq., 
Representing American Interests, Mexico City. 

Advise appropriate authorities that Government of the United States can not 
regard provisions of decrees of August 15 and December 15, 1916, as annuling the 
relations existing between it and its citizens who may acquire properties in Mexico 
or as affecting its rights and obligations to protect them against denials of justice with 
respect to such properties. r 

ANSING. 


[Paraphrase. Telegram.] 
DEPARTMENT oF STATE, 
Washington, D. C., January $1, 1919. 
AMERICAN Empassy, Mexico City: 
1842. The department refers to the representations made through Thurston to the 
Mexican Government pursuant to the department’s telegram of January 19, 1917. 
You are instructed to advise the foreign office that the American Government main- 
tains the position relative to the provisions in the Mexican constitution and laws of 
Mexico in which foreigners are required to waive their rights as nationals with respect 
to property purchased by them in Mexico, that such provisions annul the relations ex- 
isting between this Government and its citizens who may acquire property in Mexico, 
and it further maintains the position that such provisions above referred to affect its 
rights and obligations to protect them against the denials of justice with respect to such 
properties. 
Pork, Acting. 


Ngee: | AMERICAN CONSULATE, 
Nogales, Mexico, December 5, 1918. 


Subject: Proposed agrarian and labor laws for the State of Sonora. 


The SECRETARY OF STATE, 
Washington, D. C. 

Sır: I inclose herewith a rough translation of the law as it has been presented to the 
State congress. As will be seen by the department, the translation inclosed 18 evi- 
dently intended to divide up the large tracts of uncultivated land of the State of 
Sonora. 

There is also being considered at the present time a labor law which is possibly 
more drastic than the agrarian law submitted herewith. However, representatives 
of the three large American mining companies have just returned from Hermoaillo, 
where they went to discuss the proposed labor law, and they report that the law 18 
not drastic, as the casual reading of the first draft will indicate, and they seem rather 
satisfied with the promises made to them on this subject. They are also of the opinion 
that the law will not pass in this session of the legislature. 

I have the honor to be, sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
E. M. Lawton, American Consul. 


AGRARIAN LAW OF THE STATE oF Sonora, MEXIico. 
PRELIMINARY TITLE.—GENERAL BASIS. 


Articz 1. The division of the agrarian property has been declared a public utility. 
Art. 2. The water for the supply of the towns and for the irrigation of the lands has 
been declared a public utility, and therefore, the Government, by previous etudy, 
will propose to the central Government the nullification of concessions of water 
authorized previously to the present law, if said concessions are in detriment of the 
towns, or if the waters can give better service to a greater number of agriculturists. 
ART. 3. The formation of small property, having for a basis the portion that consti- 
tudes the primordial part of the patrimony of the family, is the essential object of the 
present law. l l 
Art. 4. The State will begin to bestow a portion of land to each head of the family, 
with preference to farmers, this adjudication being ad perpetuam and inalienable. 
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Art. 5. Persons who have served in the revolutionary army during the constitu- 
tionalist revolution will have a preference in the portions mentioned in the above 
articles: also those who have served in the Yaqui campaign and in the public schools 
with success, 

Art. 6. Lots to be apportioned will be taken from national lands, from the property 
of the State and also from the large estates by means of expropriation proceedings by 
public utility and in the form expressed in this law. 

Art. 7. Every person that resides or comes to reside in the State of Sonora, under 18 
years of age. has a right to possess, if he wishes to cultivate it personally, a lot of land, 
which by means of his own labor he can obtain sufficient in order to sustain his 
family, maintaining thereby his economical independence in working for his well- 
being and that of the nation. 

Foreigners adjudicated will be subject to national laws, so far as the present case is 
concerned, and will, therefore, not be able to allege any right as aliens, 

Art. 8. The developments of agriculture and also of stock industry is declared a 
public utility. as these conatitute the most solid foundation of national prosperity. 


LAND OFFICES. 


=. Art. 9, In compliance with the Federal law of January 6, 1915, and to the end that 
the precepts of the present law may be realizea, there will be established in the State: 

(l) The local land commission, that will reside in the capital of the State and that 
will be formed of five members named by the governor, who will constitute a body 
lormed by a president, a secretary, and three voters, selected by the laws from the 
members of the commission. 

(II) The executive committee will be composed of three persons; president, sec- 
mary, and a voter, selected by the law from the members of the said committee and 
sud bodies will be commissioned by the governor of the State. Said bodies will be 
commissioned by the executive of the State with audience before the corresponding 
town councils, which will serve in each municipality. 

Art. 10. The local land commission will organize its own form of government and 
that of the executive committee and these will serve with the authority given in said 
laws of January 6, 1915, and of the present law. — | 
ART. 11. The members of the local land commission and the employees commis- 
sioned by the governor of the State at the suggestion of the said commission and the 
executive committee will receive the salaries fixed by the budget of the State. 

Art. 12, The executive committee will work without any intermediary whatever 
with the local land commission. T 

ART. 13. As all the employees of the local land commission must be Mexicans by 
birth, the following can not form part of the said body: 

(I) Judicial and political authorities. 

(II) Military officers in active service. 

(111) Large land owners. 

IV) Persons owning more than 25 hectares of farm lands and more than 1,000 hec- 

-tares of ranch land. 
AV) Individuals who served the Diaz administration or the enemies of the constitu- 
tionalist government, oreven though they have not served their Governments maybe 


own of antirevolutionary sympathy. 
Tre SECOND.—CLASSIFICATION, Division, AND ADJUDICATION oF LANDS. 
CHAPTER I.—CLASSIFICATION. 


Att. 14. For the effect of this law, the lands in the State will be classified in the 
ollowing manner: 
i} Agriculture lands— 
\2) Irrigated. 
(b) Not irrigated. 
(H) Ranch lands. 
CHAPTER I1.—DIVISION OF LARGE ESTATES, 


ag Te SS ee > b- -æ - 


Arr, 15, The greatest extension of land that will be possible for one person or cor- 


| na ae to own in Sonora is as follows: 
a wigated farm lands— 
ia) 1thin communal lands, 50 hectares. , 
Outside of communal langs, 100 hectares, excepting from the last maximum 


limit of lands included in the previous case by the following article: 


Me 
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(II) Nonirrgigated farm lands— 

(ay Within communal lands, 500 hectares. 

(b) Outside of communal lands, 300 hectares. 

(III) Ranch lands, 10.000 hectares. 

ART. 16. When the owner of the irrigated land, whose extension exceeds 100 hev- 
tares, but within the limits fixed for lands of this class, is able to. by his intelligent 
efforts and steadiness, make it permanently irrigated lands, and if it is comprised in 
the classification which is noted in the exception of fraction 1 of article 14 and for thar 
reason, Within the limits of the preceding article, the proprietor will be able to have 
the transformation realized in his property and will continue possessing it complete 
as it ie, for his intelligence and work. 

ART. 17. Within communal lands it will not be possible to hold rustic property 
whose extension exceeds 50 hectares. 

ART. 18. The owners whose farm property exceeds the limit fixed in article 15 will 
proceed to their immediate division in the following form: 

(1) Irrigated farm lands will be divided in lots from 5 to 40 hectares when thev are 
within the communal lands and from 5 to 100 hectares when outside of coumunal 
lands, five hectares being the smallest. parcel adjudicated. 

(IL) Nonirrigated farm lands will be divided from 5 to 50 hectares if they are within 
communal lands and from 5 to 300 hectares if they are outside of same. 

(111) Ranch lands will be divided in proportions of 1,000 to 10.009 hectares. 

Art. 19. If the owners refuse or neglect to divide their lands, the State will proceed 
in conformity to section C of fraction VII of article 27 of the general constitution of the 
Republic and in conformity with the proceedings indicated by this law. 

Art. 20. When a property is to be divided, either by the owner or by the State. 
having a homestead, the proprietor may reserve, if he so desires, a lot of 100 hectares 
within which his homestead may remain, providing said lot is not within communal 
lands, in which case he can only reserve a lot ot 50 hectares. 

ART. 21. Ranch lands, which by reason of legal process may pass to the possession 
of the State, will be divided by the State in lots of 2,500 hectares, which will be 
assigned to those who may solicit same, in the form and terms provided by law. 


CHAPTER 111.—ADJUDICATION, 


Art. 22. Immediately after the publication of this law, parties interested in the 
acquisition of lands shall make app lication therefor to the governor of the State. and 
may acquire a lot of ground for farming and another for cattle raising if they so desire. 

ART. 23. In their application they will state: 

(1). The rumber of hectares they desire to acquire. 

(LL). The class of land that they wish to work, either for farming (irrigated or not 
irrigated), or for cattle raising. 

(ILI). The place where the lot or lots requested are to be found. stating the name 
of the farm (and that of its proprietor) in which he is going to reside. 

(iV). The nationality and the civil state of the solicitant and the number of members 
in his family that he has under his charge, if he has any one depending upon him, 
stating the sex and age of the members who form it. -o 

(V). The services that he may have loaned in the constitutionalist revolution, 12 
the campaign against the Yaquis or in the public schools if the has so acted. 

(VI). The elements which he may have for the development of the lot or lots desired. 

ART. 24. The governor of the State will pass this request to the local land com- 
mission who will carrv a register of it to the end that they may proceed by order ol 
priority to the adjudication of the lots solicited, when the division thereof may be 
made. 

Aut. 25. The lots adjudicated will be paid by the beneficiaries in twenty annual 
payments, the. first payment being made two vear after he has begun to exploit 
the land acquired, without Pe that the solicitant may pay the total value ol 
his lot before, if he can and desires to do so. 

ART. 26. The owners whose lands have been designated for division and ad judiea- 
tion will receive as interest of the capital which the property represents, 5 per cent 
annually, which will be paid by the beneficiary jointly with the annual payment 
which he also is to pay. ` 

Arr. 27. When a beneficiary ceases to cultivate his lands for two consecutive yeas 
the State will reoccupy the same and assign it to the first solicitant and the first bene- 
ciary will lose all the improvements which he may have made on the property. 0- 
cluding that which he may have paid for it. 
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OBLIGATIONS OF THE LANDOWNERS AND THE DENEFICIARIES. 
CHAPTER L OF THE THIRD TITLE— OBLIGATIONS OF THE LANDHOLDERS, 


Akt. 28. Within the month that this law is published the owners must comply 
with that which is provided in the eighteenth article of the same, giving notice to the 
governor of the State that they desire to divide their property. to the end that he 
may call together the persons that may desire to establish themselves, acquiring 
lots on the property that they are going to divide. 

Art. 29. Having complied with the requirements of the preceding article, the 
vovernor of the State, by means of the local land commission will arrange the form 
in which the division shall be made, indicating the number of lots in which the 
property will be divided and also the size of the said lots. 

Art. 30. The value of the property for its payment to the owner will be that which 
he mav have manifested to the officers of tax and hacienda with an addition of 30 
per cent ad valorem. the amount of the improvements introduced previously to the 
ennhetationy, and the expenses which have originated from the operation of the 
division, 

Art. 31. When a large proprietor refuses to divide his property the governor of the 
State will order that the local land commission may make the division. 

Art. 32. In the case of the preceeding article the owner will receive as payment 
lor his property the fiscal value thereof plus 10 per cent on said valuation. 


CHAPTER 11.—OF THE BENEFICIARIES. 


Art. 33. The persons who may acquire lots of ground by this law will have the 
(allowing obligations: 

tD On farm lands— 

ia) To have entirely in cultivation within the second year after having possession 
cf the lot or lots assigned to them remaining subject, those who do not comply with 
this requisite. to the provisions of Article 27 of this law. 
ibi To ‘procure agriculture developments, either by introducing all the possible 
improvements on their lands, studying in union with other farmers the best methods 
“cultivation which will tend to increase their products. 

Ii On cattle-raising lands— 

i: To have at least 10 head of stock. 

bı To prevent immoderate destruction of the forests and to procure reforestation. 
_ HD) To pay punctually the annual payments or installments on their farms and 
the interest which is related to such obligations. 

Art. 34. The value of the lots for payment by the beneficiary will be that fixed by 
article 30 and article 32 plus the cost of division in both cases. 

ART. 35. A special account will give the form in which owners of lands, which are 
to be divided by virtue of this account. will collect the value of their property, as also 


te manner in which beneficiaries will pay for the lots they may acquire. 


TrrtE Four. 
CHAPTER 1.—GENERAIL PROVISIONS. 


ART. 36. Lota adjudicated in conformity with this law will pass to the beneficiary 
free trom all incumbrances, excepting the rights of creditors of the divided property, 
w exercise the shares that are conterred upon them by the law relating thereto. ` 
_ Arr. 37, During the time that the price of the lots has not been paid completely, 
tean not be sold, mortgaged, or incumbered in any way, and any contract celebrated 
“such end is hereby declared void. 

Art. 38. It is also prohibited to speculate with the said provisional titles, and any 
‘eration whatever which has this object in view is declared void. 

“om 39. The lots that by whatever reason remain vacant may be listed in con- 
ay to the rules which the executive may issue for the case; meantime, the said 

"are assigned in fee simple. 

F ve 40. Immediately after a lot is assigned the beneficiary will have it registered 

a e tax oftice of his municipality and in the public register of property for the use 
statistics and taxes. 

le to e Assignments will be made by personal selection, or by lot when the same 
oo lcited by two or more persons. i , ; 
ART. 42, When the Anann of lots of any property there are lota belonging to 


í i ` . ° è 2 
ii their lots, as far as possible, will be alternated with those of the Mexican 


m fii. a 


3178 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS, 


ART. 43. For the effectiveness of article 4, parcels of land which adjudicated under 
this law may only be transmitted by inheritance, being sufficient for this act, ii by 
reason of lack of formality, otherwise, required by civil laws, the presentation of the 
certificate of the civil register which establishes the decendency of the legatee. 

Art. 44. Special law will be passed immediately by the Congress of the State \ 
return the property which constitutes the partimony of the family as to the precep’s 
that guarantee their protection and safeguard. 


TRANSITORIES. 


First. This law will commence to take effect from the day of its publication. 
Second. The publication of this law will be made by solemn proclamation November 
20 of the present year. 


{Paraphrase, telegram.] 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, D. C., December 24, 1918. 
AMERICAN Emsassy, Mexico City: 

1745. You are instructed to.address the Mexican Government in substantially the 
following tenor relative to the agrarian law of the State of Sonora, published Novem- 
ber 20, which has been brought to the attention of this Government: 

No provision is made for payment of compensation to the owner by the State a 
Sonora for lands to be taken by State and assigned to private interesta, and will, 
therefore, point out that the proposed law is confiscatory in character. It clearly 
violates the following provisions of article 27 of the Mexican Constitution: ‘Privat’ 
property shall not be expropriated except for cause of public utility and by mean: 
of indemnification.” The confiscatory character is not obviated by provisions that 

ersons to whom lands are transferred by State shall make annual payments to owner. 
beginnine two years after transfer, no penalty being provided for nonpayment and 
the credit of the State is not pledged to assure payment. 

It is further violative of the fourteenth article of the constitution: ‘No person shall 
be deprived of life, liberty, property, possessions, or rights without due proces o! 
law instituted before a duly created court, in which the essential elements of procedure 
are observed,” when it provides for taking of property by purely arbitrary adminis 
trative action without due process of law or judicial determination. 

You will further direct the attention of the Mexican Government to the fact that 
such safeguards as are provided for property owners by said provisions of article lH 
correspond to provisions under which property is taken for public use in the United 
States and it is believed that this principle is followed generally throughout the 
world as in accordance with the general idea of justice and equity. In this principle 
the owner has the right to demand that an impartial tribunal shall pass upon questi 
of compensation and that he be given an opportunity for a hearing. 

Article 27 also provides for judicial determination of value of improvement? ot 
lands expropriated while in the proposed law no such provision appears. , 

You are therefore instructed to protest against the proposed enactment into lezi 
lation of the proposed law. . 

Pou, Aching. 


[Paraphrase, telegram.]} 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
December 24, 1918. 
AMERICAN CONSUL, 
Nogales, Mexico. 

Referring to your dispatch No. 263, the department instructs you to advise the 
appropriate State authorities that the American Embassy at Mexico City has bea 
instructed substantially as follows. . 

You are instructed to address the Mexican Government relative to the agana? 
law of the State of Sonora published November the 20th, which has been brousht to 
the attention of this Government. 

No provision is made for payment of compensation to the owner by the State of 
Sonora for lands to be taken by State and assigned to private interests and you wil 
therefore, point out-that the proposed law is confiscatory in character. It clearly 
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violates the following provisions of article 27 of the Mexican Constitution: “Private 
property shall not be expropriated except for cause of public utility and by means 
of indemnification.” The confiscatory character is not obviated by provisions that 

rsons to whom lands are transferred by State shall make annual payments to owners 
eginning two years after transfer, no penalty being provided for nonpayment and 
the credit of the State is not pledged to assure payment. 

It is further violative of the fourteenth article of the constitution: “No person 
shall be deprived of life. liberty, property, possessions, or rights without due process 
oi law instituted before a duly created court, in which the essential elements of pro- 
cedure are observed ”; when it provides for taking of property by purely arbitrary 
administrative action without due process of law or Judicial determination. 

You will further direct the attention of the Mexican Government to the fact that 
such safeguards as are provided for property owners by said provisions of article 14 
correspond to provisions under which property is taken for public use in the United 
States and it is believed that this principal is followed generally throughout the 
world as in accordance with the general idea of justice and equity. In this principle 
the owner has the right to demand that an impartial tribunal shall pass upon the 
question of compensation and that he be given an opportunity for a hearing. 

Article 27 also provides for judicial determination of value of the improvements 
on lands expropriated while in the proposed law no such provision appears. 

You are theretore instructed to protest against the proposed enactment into legis- 


lation of the proposed law. 
Pog, Acting. 


No. 52. AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL, 
Nogales, Mexico, March 13, 1919. 


Subject: Proposed agrarian law for the State of Sonora. 


The honorable the SECRETARY OF STATE, 
Washington, D. C. 

Sir» Replying to the department’s instruction No. 308 of February 8, 1919, file 
312.115/367, I have the honor to report that the Congress of the State of Sonora, Mexico, 
still in session at Hermosillo, and from the information furnished me by the Mexican 
consul at Nogales, Ariz., the much-discussed agrarian law has so far failed of enactment 
alaw by the said Congress. I have the honor to be, sir, 


Your most obedient servant, 
Cuas. W. DOHERTY, 


American Vice Consul in Charge. 


[Paraphrase, telegram.) 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, D. C., March 20, 1919. 


AMERICAN CONSUL, 
Nogales, Mexico. 
The department refera you to your dispatch No. 52 and instructs you to bring to the 
attention of the appropriate State authorities the fact that the American embassy at 
lexico City has been instructed to renew protest previously made against agrarian 
aw, referring to the advices given them pursuant to instructions contained in depart- 
ments’s December 24, 6 p. m. 
POLK, Acting. 


{Paraphrase, telegram.]} 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
| Washington, D. C., March 21, 1919. 
AMERICAN Empassy, 
Mexico City. 

1924. The department refers you to its telegram No. 1745 and instructs you to renew 
ma againet proposed agrarian law for the State of Sonora, information having come 
r x department that the law failed of passage in last session of Sonora Legislature, 
as been reintroduced in present sesion. You will bring to the attention of the 


fare} ‘ no ; 
"eign office this information of the department. 
Pork, Acting. 
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"Taraphrase telegram.,; 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, D. C., July 16, 1919. 
AMERICAN EMBASSY, 
Merio City. 

2095. The American embassy at Mexico City is instructed to request of the foreign 
office whether the report is correct, that has come to the attention of the department, 
that the Legislature of the State of Sonora passed the agrarian law, about June 26, 
You are instructed to protest anew against the measure and urge that action le 

romptly taken to prevent the coming into force of a measure threatening American 


Interests. 
Pouk, Acting. 


[Varaphrase, telegram.] 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, D. C., July 17, 1919. 
AMERICAN CONSUL, 
Nogales, Ariz. 

You are instructed to report whether the Legislature of the State of Sonora has 
passed the agrarian law, and if so, to forward a copy for the department’s information. 
The American embassy at Mexico City has been instructed to renew protest against 
the measure, and you will inform the appropriate State authorities of this action. 

Pork, Acting. 


No. 151] 
AMERICAN CONSULATE, 
Nogales, Mexico, July 29, 1919. 
Subject: New agrarian law of Sonora. 
The honorable the SECRETARY OF STATE, A 
Washington, D. C. 

Sir: I have the honor to forward herewith five copies of a translation of the new 
agrarian law of the State of Sonora, approved June 23, 1919, and promulgated hy the 
governor, July 3, to be effective July 27, 1919. 

My request to the governor for copies of this law and a statement as to the pointe 
in which it differs from the law under consideration by the previous Congres o 
Sonora, if any, has not been vet complied with. I have the honor to be, sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
Francis J. DYER, 
American Consul. 


No. 81. AGRARIAN LAW oF THE FREE AND SOVEREIGN State Or Sonora, APPROVED 
BY THE State CONGRESS, JUNE 23, 1919: PROMULGATED BY THE GOVERNOR, JUL 
3, 1919—TO BE EFFECTIVE JULY 27, 1919. 


CHAPTER FIRST.--GENERAL BASES. 


ARTICLE |. The present law has for its object to create and foment smail properties 
in the State. 

Arr, 2. For the etfect of the present law are of public utility: 

(1) The subdivision of the great estates, 

(2) The establishment of new centers of agricultural population with the lands 
and waters which may be indispensable to therse, l 

(3) The utilization of the waters for their equitable distribution and application 
to the cultivation of the lands; and 

(4) The others which may tend to realize the ends enunciated in the previeus 
article. l 

ART. 3. Every inhabitant of the State who reunites the requisites which, further 
on are detailed, shall have the right to acquire a parcel in accordance with the pre 
gcriptions of this same law. | | 

ART. 4. The parcels to which the previous article refers shall be taken from private 
properties or from those that by any concept can be disposed of by the State. . 

ART. 5. The lands of private property which must be partitioned shall be subt- 
vided by their proprietors in accordance with this law, but if they do not proceed 10 
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the subdivision, or if they resist the effecting of it, the State, following the expropria- 
tion by reason of public utility, shall make the subdivision. 

Art. 6. The procedure of expropriation shall be verified in accordance with the 
dispositions of the relative law, excepting in that which refers to the payment which 
ehali be made in accordance with that which this same law provides. 


CHAPTER SECOND.— AGRARIAN OFFICES. 


Art. 7. The legal course of all matters to which this law relates shall be by conduct 
of the agrarian department of the State depending from the executive power, and 
which shall be in charge of one engineer, with the force of employees which the budget 
of expenditures esiablishes. ` 


CHAPTER THIRD.—OF THE CLASSIFICATION OF THE LANDS. 


Arr. 8. For the effects of this law the lands shall be classified in the following form: 

(1) Of agriculture. 

(2) Of grazing. 

Art. 9. By lands of agriculture shall be understood those which upon being applied 
for are in cultivation or which may be immediately cultivable. 

ART. 10. By grazing Jands shall be understood those which, upon being applied 
for, are not cultivable by any circumstances proper to the same lands, and those, 
which being suseep:ible of cultivation, require to this effect special primary works 
of irriva.ion, of di fense, or of breaking. 

Ant. 11. The lands of agriculture in their turn shall be subdivided into: 

(1) Of irrigation, 

(2) Of “temporal” (watered by rains). 

Art. 12. By irrigated lands shall be understood those which on being applied for 
count upon the water necessary to assure at least one crop on the agricultural year. 

ART. 13. By lands of *‘temporal”’ shall be understood those whose watering depends 
exclusively upon the eventualities of showers. 


CHAPTER FOUR.—OF THE MAXIMUM EXTENSION OF LANDS WHICH MAY BE 
POSSESSED. 


Art. 14. The maximum extension of land which may be possessed by one person 
of legally constituted corporation is the following: 

Fifty hectares in the lands of private property situated within the zone which was 
demarcated primordially as “ejidos” (commons) of the town. 

Outside of the zone fixed in the preceding the maximum extension shall be the 
following: 

(a) In irrigated agricultural land, 100 hectares. 

(b) In “temporal”? agricultural land, 300 hectares. 

(¢) In grazing lands, 10,000 hectares. 

Art. 15. In the extension fixed in the previous article shall be comprehended that 
of one or of various lots belonging to one same proprietor Whether they be located 
together or distant one from the other or situated in one or various municipalities. 

ART. 16. The persons and institutions which conforming to the present law have 

e night to possess lands may possess at the same time lands of grazing, of irrigation, 
and of “temporal,” always that said lands do not exceed the limits fixed in article 14. 

Art. 17. When the proprietor of a land of “temporal” whose extension does not 
exceed the limits fixed for the lands of this class converts it to irrigated land he may 
Continue to possess it integrally. 

Art. 18. Grazing lands of the maximum extension which have been solicited for 
their cultivation shall be subdivided in accordance with oflicial guidance with the 
Prescription of this law relative to lands of agriculture. 

Arr. 19. When the proprietor of a grazing land whose extension does not exceed 

e limits fixed by this law for this class of land converts it in all or in part into land 
of agriculture he may continue possessing it integrally. 


CHAPTER FIVE.—OF THE SUBDIVISION, 


Arr. 20. Every property which exceeds the extension fixed in article 14 and which 
longs to one sole individual or legally constituted corporation shall be considered 

a3 a great estate and its owner shall be cbiived by reason of public interest to sub- 
vide the excess within the term which this law fixes. 
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ArT. 21. From the date of the promulgation of this law the proprietors of great 
estates in the State shall give notice to the agrarian department of the preparato 
operations of subdivision and legalized copies of the respective contracts sonnel 

Art. 22. There is established 10 months to count from the promulgation of this 
law as the legal term within which the proprietors shall themselves make the sub- 
division of which the preceding articles treat. 

ART. 23. The date establishes in the preceding articles having passed, the excess 
of lands which belong to one sole person or legally constituted corporation shall be 
subdivided by the Government in accordance with fraction 7 and the respective 
inserts of article 27 of the General Constitution of the Republic and the Law of Expro- 
priation for cause of public utility of the State. 

ART. 24. The governor of the State shall convoke,*by means of permanent notices 
in the Boletin Oficial or by any other medium of publicity, the persons who wish to 
acquire lots in the properties which are to be subdivided, establishing conditions of 
acquisition, ete., and when he has received sufficient applications, shall proceed to 
the expropriation. 

ART. 25. For the effects of the previous article it shall be understood that there are 
suflicient petitions when these amount to 10, or, when without amounting to this 
number, they cover an area of 50 hectares. In case that the portion expropriable does 
not exceed 50 hectares, it shall be sufficient that the application presented cover 50 
per cent of said portion. | 

ART. 26. When a property is subdivided, the proprietor shall have the right to 
choose the extension of land which best suits him, always that it does not exceed the 
limit fixed in this law. 

ART. 27, The expropriation of lands which are carried to a conclusion by the execu- 
tive of the State by the applications of this law shall be limited to the extensions 
which have been applied for. 

Arr. 28. The ant which by the exercise of the faculty of economic coercion 
(facultad economic-coactiva) pass to the possession of the State shall be adjudicated 
to whoever applies fur them in legal form and terms. 


CHAPTER SIXTH.-—OF THE APPLICATIONS AND ADJUDICATIONS. 


ART. 29. The maximum extensions of adjudication shall be the following: 

(a) Of irrigated lands, 15 hectares. 

(b) Of lands of “temporal,” 50 hectares. 

(c) Of gracing lands, 1,250 hectares. 

Only in very special cases and when the applicants furnish sufficient elements 
within the legal term to construct: primary works of irrigation, of defense, or of break- 
ing can the executive cede as a maximum 100 hectares of irrigable land and 2,300 for 
the purposes of grazing when the applicant has sutlicient elements to develop the land 
and improve the grazing. | 

ART. 30. The applicants for land shall address the governor of the State in writing, 
and shall ex press: | 

1, Surname and Christian names, profession or occupation, residence, nationality, 
civil state, and age. 

2. The number of hectares which he wishes to acquire and the class of land. | 

3. The place where the lot or lots applied for are found and other data relative to 
their location, expressing the name of the property and of the proprietor. 

4. The number of the family which he has in his charge, if he has any dependent 
upon him, expressing the sex and age of the members which compose it. 

Arr. 31. The applicants shall prove, in accordance with the respective regulations, 
the following: 

1. To have the draft animals and elements for the cultivation of the acricultural 
land applied for, or, in the absence of these, the resources necessary to acquire them. 

2. Yo have at Jeast 15 head of greater cattle or 30 of lesser cattle, or, in default of 
these, the resources necessary to acquire them for the utilization of the grazing lan 
which he applies for: and | 

3, That they prove that which is expressed in fraction (4) of the previous article if 
they are not proprietors of the lands, and if they are that they express the area of the 
lot or lots, their class, location, and other relative data. 

ART. 32. When there may be various applicants for the same property, the proced- 
ure in order of preference shall be as follows: 

|. Mexicans who have served in the constitutionalist army, those who have rendered 
or are rendering personal services in the Yaqui campaign, the children and wi dows 
of these, and other persons who have rendered services to the cause of the revoluuon 
lands applied for are located. 
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2. The persons mentioned in the preceding fraction who are not residents of the 
place in Which the iands applied for are located. 

3. Mexicans who are partners or tenants of the property which is to be divided. 

4. The residents of the place. 

5. Those others who reunite the requisites established in article 27 of the General 
Constitution of the Republic and in this law. : 

Art. 33. The governor of the State shall forward all the applications to the agra- 
rian department, where a register shall be kept of these to the end of the proceeding, 
in order of priority, to the application of the lots solicited and in accordance with 
the preceding article. 


CHAPTER SEVENTH.—OF THE ADJUDICATEES. 


ART. 34. The adjudicatees of lots of subdivision shall have the following obliga- 
tions. saving in case of proven superior force (force majeure): 

l. If it treats of agricultural land which is in cultivation at the moment of its eub- 
division they must have it cultivated in its entirety within the first year to count 
from the date on which they are given possession of it. 

2. If it treats of lands which is not in cultivation at the time of making the sub- 
division, but which may be immediately cultivable, they must put in cultivation 
within the first year 50 per cent and the remaining part within the second year. 

3. If it treats of grazing land solicited for cultivation they shall enjoy 5 years 
within which to put all the land in cultivation, and must open each year to culti- 
vation 25 per cent of the total extension adjudicated. 

4. If it treats of grazing land solicited for this object they must maintain constantly 
on it at least 15 head of greater cattle or 30 head of lesser cattle. 

5. The terms fixed in fractions 1, 2, and 3 having passed, they can not fail to culti- 
vate the land during two consecutive years. 

ô. To pay opportunely the annual installments with which they have to amortize 
the value of the property and the interests which said value bears, as also the State 
and municipal taxes which are assigned to them. 

7. While the price of the lot is not paid in its tofality, they can not alienate, 
hypothecate, nor burden in any manner, nor speculate in any form with the titles 
of acquisition, any contract or operation celebrated to these ends being null by 
common right, and the ownership of the said lot shall be transmissible only by title 
oi inheritance until its total value has been paid. 

8. To inscribe the lot or lots in the municipal office of appraisal to which it belongs 
and in that of the public registeror property for fiscal and statistical purposes. 

9. To personally cultivate or administer the lot or lots adjudicated. Absentee 
aes shall not be permitted, nor the gratuitous cession of title, nor its renting 
in any form, 

Art. 25. When the adjudicatee fails to comply with the precepts of fractions 1, 
2,3, 4, 5, 7, 9, of the preceding article, the Government shall declare the lot or lots 
which have been adjudicated open to application, publishing such declaration in 
the Boletin Oficial three consecutive times, eight days apart and making use of any 
other medium of publicity. 

ART. 26. That ordained in the preceding article being complied with, the lot or 
lots shall be adjudicated to the first applicant who reunited the requisites demanded 

y this law and who shall pay on account 25 per cent of the sum covered by the 
departing farmer plus 50 per cent of the improvements incorporated with the lands, 
and the remainder of the price paid or to be paid in installments fixed in the contract 
of adjudication. The said 25 per cent shall be delivered to the first adjudicatee, 
the rest remaining in favor of the State, as also the price of the improvements, the 
expenses of transfer being for account of the State. 

ART. 27. The adjudicatee who infringes the disposition contained in fractions 6 
and 8 of article 34 shall be subject to the processes which the relative laws establish, 
and with respect to the annual installments with which they have to amortize the value 
of the property and the interests which said values bear shall be subject to that which 

e contracts of adjudication dispose. 


CHAPTER EIGHTIH.—OF THE PRICE AND PAYMENT OF THE LOTS. 


ART. 38, The value of the property expropriated shall be paid hy the government 
of the State with bonds of the agrarian debt, which shall be amortized in the time and 
in the form which the material law may fix. l f 

ART. 39. The value of each lot shall be paid by the adjudicatees in 20 annual install- 
ments which shall amortize the capital and the interest which these shall earn at the 
Tate of 5 per cent per annum. 
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ART. 40. The payment of the annual installments must be entered in the sul- 
department of the general treasury of the State within the first 16 days of the month 
of July. 

ArT, 41. The annual installments not entered within the term established shali be 
subject to the payment of the interest stipulated in article 39. 

Arr. 42. When the subdivision shall be made by the Government, the valne of each 
hectare shall be that fixed or accepted in the appraisal of collection offices increased 
10 per cent. plus the amount of the improvements and the proportional expenses caused 
by the subdivision. The amount of the improvements shall be valued by experts, 
one named by the owner, another by the adjudicatee, and a third by the Government 
in case of discord. 

CHAPTER NINTH.—GENERAL PROVISIONS. 


ART. 43. The lots adjudicated conforming to this law shall pass to the adjndicatee 
free of all encumbrance, the rights of the creditors of the subdivided property to 
exercise the actions which the relative laws confer being saved to them. 

ART. 44, The simulation of a contract of purchase-vaie posterior to the promuiga- 
tion of this law shall be adjudged as a direct act to evade compliance with the same 
law, and the lands which are the object of the simulated contract shall be Ly decd 
and by right for this sole circumstance subject to the same consequences as the great 
estates not voluntarily subdivided Ly their ewuers. 

ART. 45. The dithculties which may be presented for the application of the present 
law shall be decided by the executive of the State. 


TRANSITORY ARTICLES. 


ARTICLE 1. The executive of the State is authorized to issue the necessary regula- 
tions for the application of this law, and to name the employees of the agrarian de- 
partment. . 

Arr. 2. This law shall be published by solemn proclamation (bando solemne) in 
all the State on the 27th of July of the current year, entering into force from that date. 

Arr. 3. For the application of the present law all dispositions which oppose it are 
declared without effect. 


[Paraphrase, telegram.] 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, D. C., August 14, 1919. 
American EMBASSY, 
Mexico City. 

2154, With reference to the agrarian law of the State of Sonora and the department's 
telegram to you of July 16, you are instructed to bring to the attention of the Mexican 
Government substantially the following: . 

That the law is ambiguous in many provisions as to the duties, rights, and obliga- 
tious of the landowners thereunder—for example, the right of landowner to make 
divisions of his lands by private arrangements, payment of lands expropriated by the 
State, and the rights ot creditors. . 

The provisions for fixing value of improvements violates article 117 of Mexican 
constitution, which provides that value of improvements shall be fixed by judicial 
determination and not by experts only, the form in which this provision provides. 
Jt would appear that such a constitution of the board to pass upon the value of 1m0- 

rovements does not meet with the demands of even-handed justice. l 

That the measure provides tor taking of property by purely arbitrary administrative 
action, Without due process of law or judicial determination, which violates article 
14 of the Constitution: *No person shall be deprived of life, liberty, property. pos 
seasions, or rights without due process of law instituted beiore a duly created court, 
in which the essential elements of procedure are observed.”’ i 

It is believed that the safeguards provided by said provisions of article 14 prevail 
generally throughout the worid as in accordance with the general idea of justice ard 
equity. ; 

The fact that wise safeguards of former article are just and equitable is not altered 
bv the apparent contlict between said provisions in article 14 and article 27 for ad- 
ministrative expropriation of private property. | 

The Government of the United States is constrained to renew its protests against 
the coming into force ot the measure in question, in view of the considerations men- 
tioned, on the ground of its ambiguity, that it is confis-atory in character, and that it 
makes no provisions for due pro ess of law and judicial determination. All rights 
are reserved 1n making this protest, 
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The Mexican Government is hereby advised that the American Government will 
be forced to take up this question with the Mexican Government for international 
adjustment and reparation in the event that absolute and even-handed justice is 
denied American citizens alter they have éxhausted all proper local remedies. 


LANSING. 


{Paraphrase telegram.) 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 


Washington, D. C., Auqust 14, 1919. 
AMERICAN CONSUL, 
Nogales, Merico: 

With reference to vour dispatch No. 151, you are instructed to inform the appro- 
priate State authorities that the American Embassy at Mexico City is to inform the 
Mexican foreign office substantially as follows: 

That the agrarian law of the State of Senora is ambiguous in manv provisions as to 
the duties, rights, and obligations of the landowners thereunder. For example, the 
nelits of landowners to make divisions of his lands by private arrangements, payments 
of lands exprepriated bv the State, and the rights of creditors. 

The provision for fixing value of improvements violates article of Mexican con- 
stitution which provides that value of improvements shall be fixed by judicial deter- 
mination and not by experts only, the form in which this provision provides. Ițt 
would appear that such a constitution of the beard to pass vpon the value of improve- 
ments does not meet with the demands of even-handed justice. Article 117, Mexican 
constitution, 

That the measure provides for taking of property by purely arbitrary administrative 
action, without due process of law or judicial determination, which violates article 14 
of the constitution, “no person shall be deprived of life, liberty, property, possessions, 
orrichts without due process of law instituted before a duly created court, in which the 
esential elements of procedure are observed.” 

It is believed that the safemards provided by said provisions of article 14 prevail 
generally throughout the world as in accordance with the general idea of justice and 
equity, 

The fact that wise safeguards of former article are just and equitable is not altered 
by the apparent conflict between said provisions in article 14 and article 27 for admin- 
trative expropriation of private property. 

The Government of the United States is constrained to renew its protests against 
the coming into foree of the measure in question, in view of the consideration men- 
umed, on the ground of its armbiguity. that it is contiseatory in character, and that. it 
makes no provision for due process of law and judicial determination. All rights 
are reserved in making this protest. 

The Mexican Government is hereby advised that the American Government will be 
forced to take up this question with the Mexican Government for international adjust- 
Ment and reparation, in the event that absolute and even-handed justice is denied 
American citizens after they have exhausted all proper local remedies. 

LANSING. 


AMERICAN CONSULATE, 
Nogales, Sonora, Mexico, Senteinber 21, 1919. 
g ? / 9 


Subject: Governor of Sonora answers note of protest against new agrarian law. 


The honorable the SECRETARY OF STATE, Washington. 


Sr: I have the honor to inclose herewith the answer of the State Government to 
My communication of August 14. 1919, transmitting the protest of the Department of 
State against the new agrarian law of the State of Sonora. 

Inasmuch as this is an important communication, 1 have had a copy made and 
carefully compared, and I am inclosing the original, one compared copy of the same, 
and a rough translation made in this oflice. 

I have the honor to be. sir. 


Your most obedient servant, 
Francis J. Dyer, American Consul. 


[Translation.] 


(Seal.) Office of the Secretary to the governor of the State of Sonora, section of 
Government. No. 2737. : ; : 
eplying to your note of the 15th instant. in which you say that under instructiong 
rom your Government you permit yourself to call the attention of the Government in 
my charge to the defects and unconstitutionality (referring to the Mexican consti- 
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tution) of the Agrarian law of this State, passed by the State congress on the 23d of 
last June, I wish to advise you as follows: 

The points which you touch upon in your note on the subject are expressed as 
follows: 

1. The law is obscure and ambiguous. 

2. It is contrary to article 117 of the general constitution of the Republic. 

3. That in case the bonds to which the law refers are not paid, through negligence, 
recourse will be had to the diplomatic methods. 

4. That it violates article 27 of the general constitution which provides that the 
value of the property must be fixed according to judicial determination. 

5. That it also violates article 14 of the same constitution which prescribes that no 

erson shall be deprived of his life, of his Hberty and property except by process of 
ea and before a competent tribunal. 

6. That the law being confissatory, protest is made against the execution of its 
provisions with respect to American citizens aliected by it, and that they will have 
recourse to assistance, which is at their service if needed, 

7. Finally, you warn this Government that in case justice is absolutely denied to 
such citizens (that is to sav, that if the law be applied to lands possessed by Ameri- 
cans) the Government of the United States will be compelled to take the matter up 
with the Government of Mexico through the medium of an international tribunal for 
reparation, 

The nature of the referred note being given and the manner in which it is couched, 
the Government under my direction considers it pertinent and necessary to inform 
you, first of all, that a State government is not competent to enter upon any discus- 
sion of this nature with representatives of foreien Governments, inesmuch as, accord- 
ing to the fundamental law of the nation, judicial notice of these subjects is the exclu- 
sive prerogative of the President of the Republic. 

Having made this reservation merely as a courtesy to you and in consideration of 
the friendship and good relations which bind together the Mexican Nation and the 
United States, without establishing precedents and solely for this occasion, I will 
permit myself to give you some explanation of the justice and legality of all and euch 
one of the points concerning which you have entered protest. 

First poiut. You athrm that the agrarian law in force in this federative entity 
suffers from the infliction of obscurity and ambiguity as to several of its dispositions, 
but you did not indicate pees which of those provisions were obscure und am- 
biguous. In virtue of the fact that this executive hole a very diferent View to yours. 
I must confine my explanations solely to those points particularly and detinitely 
indicated by vou. 

You say that the agrarian law does not provide for the compensation that ought to 
be given to the owners of lands that are expropriated by the State, but it is enough to 
read article 38 of the said law to see that ‘the value of the tinca expropriated shall be 
patd by the government. of the State with bonds of the agrarian debt, which shall be 
amortized in the time and in the form that the law on that subject provides,” Itis 
necessary, then, to wait until the law to which article 38 refers is enacted in order te 
be able to judge accurately regarding the matter of compensation, That those bends 
can be issued is a matter which is answered in the next paragraph. 

Second point. Although you do not indicate which one of the provisions (or sections) 
of article 117 of the Federal constitution is the one that is violated by the plaa laid 
down ior paying those whose lands may be expropriated, it is clear that you meant to 
refer to VIIE, which says textually: l 

“The States can not in any casc issue bonds for publie debt or contract obligations 
in favor of societies or individual foreigners when the titles or bonds must be issued 
to the bearer or transferable hy indorsement.’ Moreover, the consul has not noticed 
that article 27 of the same gencral constitution, which bears precisely on the point of 
dividing or breaking up the large tracts of land. expressly orders that the ‘proprietors 
will be compelled to receive bonds of a special issue to guarantee the payment ior the 
expropriated properties that the General Congress with that object would have to 
make a law authorizing the States to create an agrarian debt.” 

Therefore, there is no opposition between the provisions of the agranan law and 
article 117 of the constitution, for the said constitution makes that exception to the 
rohibitions that 1t imposes on the States in a general manner, 

Third point. That in case of negligence in the payment of the bonds, Amencan 
citizens would be compelled to resort to diplomatie negotiations. 

Leaving aside the threat of doubtful propriety that is made to the Government 
under my charge without necessity or in consequence of violating anything, because 
no (Jaw or regniation! is yet In effect, in execution of the pending law; that 3. the 
formation of the agrarian debt to which article 38 refers, you will permit me to ®ay to 
you, that the foreigners, according to the laws and the principles of the judicial science, 
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will not have any rights except to resort to local measures, the same as the Mexican 
nationals, and they could resort to diplomatic means only when they had exhausted 
all of the legal resources in the country. the Government would not apply the law to 
them in the same manner as to its nationals, and to the most favored foreigners, in 
accordance with the terms of treaty made with the United States. and then if the 
foreigner has not renounced the richt to appeal to his Government, as wisely provided 
by our constitutional law. when making special concessions to foreigners, like acquir- 
ing a foothold in national territory. (Art. 27 of the constitution of 1917.) 

Fourth point. That it violates article 27 of the general constitution, which pre- 
scribes that the value of the property is to be fixed by judicial determination. This 
another error in your note, which I take the liberty of making plain: If there shall 
be judicial determination when making expropriation of the land or lands which are 
to be divided in accordance with the agrarian law of the State. Article 6 savs: The 
procedure of the expropriation will be carried on in accordance with the provisions of 
the law on the subject. Well, then. the law of expropriation of the State of October 
27, 1906, directa: ** Article 8. Having made the declaration of publie utility. ‘The 
record shall be referred to the judge of first instance in whose jurisdiction 18 located 
the property expropriated, or whom the expropriated designates, if they happened 
to be in different. districts.” 

The other articles refer to the method of fixing the price of the expropriated property, 
8 matter which the judge will attend to. The procedure, then, is Judicial, being in 
conormity with the mandate in the same article 27 of the veneral constitution: 
The laws of the federation and of the States in their respective jurisdictions will 
determine the cases in which the occupation of private property will be of public 
utility, and in accordance with said laws the administrative anthority will make 
suitable declaration. The price that will be fixed as indemnity for the thing expro- 

nated will be based on the fiscal value of it appearing in the offices of the tax col- 
ectors, and whether the value was declared by the owner or only tacitly accepted 
by him having paid his contributions on such basis, augmenting it by 10 per cent. 
The excess in value which that particular property might have because of the improve- 
ments that were made subsequent to the date upon which it was appraised will be 
the only thing which will remain subject to expert Judgment and to a judicial deter- 
mination. This same procedure will be observed with respect to objects whose value 
had not been fixed in the offices of the public revenues. This general arrangement 
entirely in harmony with the provisions of article 42 of the agrarian law. which 
svs: ‘When the division is made by the Government, the value of each hectare 
will he fixed or accepted in the tax oflices, with 10 per cent added, including also the 
value of the improvements and the expenses proportionally apportioned to the sub- 
divisions, The value of the improvements will be fixed by appraisers, one named 
by the proprietor, another by the grantee, and a third who will be nominated by the 
Government in case of dixagreement.” Furthermore, the same article 27 expressly 
enjoins the following precepts: “During the coming constitutional period the 
Congress of the Union and the State legislatures in their respective junisdictions will 
expedite laws for the carrying out of the cutting up of the big properties, conforming 
with the following bases: 

ia) In each State and Territory will be determined the greatest area of land which 
may be owned by one individual or one legally constituted society. 

(b) The excess above the area determined upon shall be subdivided by the pro- 
Prictor in the time fixed by the local laws, and the fractional parts will be put on sale 
under the condition that the various Governments approve, according to the same 

Ws, 

(© If the owner should refuse to divide his property, it would be done by the Gov- 
ernment, by means of expropriation. 

(di The value of the fractional portions will be paid by annual sums, which will 
amortize capital and proceeds in a term not less than twenty vears,-during which 

e the person who bought it can not dispose of it. The rate of interest will not 
exceed 5 per cent. yearly. 

(© The proprietor will be compelled to accept bonds of a special debt to guarantee 
the payment of the expropriated property. With this aim the National Congress will 
at an early date enact a law giving the States the power to create an agrarian law. 

(D The local laws will guarantee the family patrimony, deciding how much prop- 
erty it should comprise, on the basis thatit wil be inalienable, and will not be subject 

seizure or mortgage of any kind. It will not then in any way be contrary to the 
orms prescribed by the law nor to the manner in which the payments are made of the 
expropriated lands, and as it is applied equally to all, citizens and strangers, the latter 

ve no right to appeal to their Governments, because they are under necessity of 
obeying and respecting the laws of the country which extends to them hospitality. 


3188 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS, 


Fifth point. That is also violates article 14 of the same Constitution which provides 
that no person shall be deprived of his life, of his liberty, and property except by legal 
judgment and by a competent tribunal. 

Having read the foregoing fourth point there remains not the least doubt that in no 
respect does the agrarian law violate that part cited from article 14 to which you allude. 
In fact, when depriving individuals of their properties for the purpcse of dividing 
them into small parcels. the expropriation is decreed primarily on the score of public 
utility: this declaration being made, it goes to some competent judge (his qualifica- 
tions being stated in the law itself) for the determination of the price. All this is 
in entire conformity with the postulados of that beneficent article of our Constitution, 
which vou beheve it violates, it may be because you did not make a deeper study oi the 
concordance of both lawa. 

Sixth point. The conclusion that the said agrarian law may be confiscatory or of a 
confiscatorial nature is entirely a question pertaining to those concerned or affected 
by it. who will do well. if they so decide, to seek aid, which is the legal recourse 
that the inhabitants of the Republic have to protect themselves from abuses of the 
laws or the authorities that attack or prestime to trample under foot. their individual 
privileges. It is righteous that they should proceed so, so that the Supreme Court of 
Justice of the Nation, the one supreme qualified judge of the constitutionality or un- 
constitutionality of an act may dictate ag it sees fit the determination reached in each 
concrete case that 1s brought to its official knowledge. 

Seventh point. The Government in my charge feels that the American consul has 
gone to the extreme challenge when, as already has been gaid, the law has not heen 
applied nor the enabling laws dictated (creation of the agrarian debt, rules, etc.) that 
would present an impending menace warranting the tone of his note, all the more 
when a more detailed study of the agrarian law in question might have changed his 
excellent and ilustrious judgment, for the Government feels that the foregoing ex- 
planations are clear and entirely sustained by justice. 

In order to bring to a close this extended note, I take the privilege to add that. on 
treating of veh delicate points as trying to make a country change the legislation that 
it wants to have executed in its own jurisdiction the authorities of the other nations 
have no right to intervene, as you yourself may be able to see, Mr. Consul, in the 
authors of the international laws whose literary texts do not allow me to cite. either 
in the space or in the character of this note, which is merely explanatory and which 
serves to efface prejudices and misunderstandings, creating good relations between the 
foreigners that inhabit thts State or have property in it, and the authorities of the same, 
who on giving out laws such as the one treated of, have not wanted to attack the rights 
of the foreigners nor make their situation ditheult, but rather to follow ideals of justice 
in behalf of which the natives and foreigners have to sacrifice part of their interests for 
the general good. 

{ will now take this opportunity to mention to vou that President Wilson himself, 
on commenting about Mexico, when the two parties. Villistas and Carrancistas, were 
active, expressly declared that the United States would aid the perty that would 
give more guarantee to carry out the ideals of the Mexican revolution, and one of those 
ideals, one of the most far-reaching, is relative to the division of large estates that 
make the immense Majority of our farmers change into slaves worse than those of the 
feudal vege. 

In other words. I have already shown that knowledge or recognition of these matters 
isa function of the Federal Governmeat, and that it will know how to tind a legal and 
dignified solution of conflicts of this nature that arise. 

Your note being answered, and hoping that vou will see in the present one a sincere 
wish of acknowledgment, it affords me pleasure to present to you my distinguished 
consideration. 

Constitutions and Reforms, Hermosillo, Sonora, September 13, 1919. 


ApoLro De La HUERTA, 
Governor. 


El Oficial 1/o.E. del D. General, 
M. Prva. 
Al Senor Francis J. Dyer, 

Consul Americano en Nogales, Sonora. 


Tu 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 
Washington, November 18, 1913. 
Dear SENATOR Fart: My memorandum of yesterday will convey to you that I do 
not share completely the conviction that something definite is now likely to be done 
in the Mexican situation. 
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The new developments (evidence, etc.), which are available to vour committee, 


. may be regarded as of a character rather more startling than the usual run of facts 


in similar instances. Even so, it is a question whether the cabinet and Congress 
would regard it as sufficient to precipitate a situation in respect of Mexico which 
night be fraught with more seroius consequences than that which now confronts us. 

Should Congress adjourn within a few days, it is conceivable that the new evidence 
might be used as well after the new session and thus give you a chance to get more of a 
much needed rest. Ido not wish to be considered as doing a thing, or being disposed 
to do a thing, to delay action for a moment. Having been through similar flurries 
before. I merely wonder whether this is the final one, which it is presumed, inevitably 
will come. 

Very truly, yours, 
B.O. 
Hon. A. R. FALL, 
Three Rivers Merico. 


For the press: 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


August 14, 1919. 


In view of the long series of murders and outrages of American citizens in Mexico, 
culminating in the murder of Peter Catron in San Luis Potosi last m mth. and the per- 
petratien of other aets in disregard of American lives and property, the American 
embassy at Mexico City. on July 22. bv direction of the Secretary of State, made 
the flowing representations to the Mexican Government: 


; Mexico Crry, July 22, 1919. 


Sır: With reference to the embassy’s note dated July 16, 1919, relative to the 
murder of Peter Catron near Valles, San Luis Potosi, on or about July 7 last. I have 
the honor to inform you that I am now under telegraphic instructions from my Gov- 
ernment to urge upon the Mexican Government the capture and punishment of those 
responsible for this murder and the adoption of adequate measures to prevent a 
recurrence of the murder of American citizens, : 

l am also instructed to state that should the lives of American citizens continue 
to remain unsafe and these murders continue by reason of the unwillingness or ina- 
hility of the Mexican Government to afford adequate protection, my Government 
may be forced to adopt a radical change in its policy with rezard to Mexico., 

Accept, sir, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration, 

GEORGE T. SUMMERLIN, 
Charge 2A f/uires. 


‘The Mexican reply. dated July 28. signed by Salvador Diego-Fernandez, in charge 
ot the department ot foreign relations, and dated July 28, follows: 

“Mr. CHAnGe D'Arrames: The note which your honor was pleased to send me on 
the 22d instant advised ine of the instriction which vou had received ts notiiv this 
department tac i te li veda the citizens ol ie Uliced States in Aleio enel 
Ina state of Insecurity, and Wo murders should eontinie because of the unwillingness 
inability of the Mexican Government to vive adequate protection, the Government 
Othe Untied Staves seanics be compelled to adopt a radical change in its policy with 
Tezard to Mexico. 

tn reply 1 have the honor to state that the fact that offenses avainst the lives of 

auzens of the United States have occurred in the territory of the Republic ean not 
be nototinisly attributed to unwillingness to give protection, The willingness to 
tumish this protection has been expressed repeatedly, and the material dilicnities in 
the way of iulilling a promise, supposing that it is not fubfilled. should not be con- 
sed with unwillingness to do so, especiaily as this willingness had been demon- 
strated by acts, | 

“Moreover, if we consider the protection of human life in absolute terms, that is to 
fay, 1i In every case and wherever a citizen of the United States may be within Mexican 
territory he should enjoy special and effective protection to a degree such that his lite 
Mav never be placed in danger it is not possible tor the Government of Mexico to do 
this because so periect a condition of security exists nowhere; with all the more reason 
8 this true, considering the great territorial extent of the Republic, its scanty popula- 
uon, and the difficult conditions which prevail after a long civil war. 

“The Government of Mexico has always endeavored as iar as possible to give full 
‘curity to the lives of foreigners as Well as of its nationals, but the fact is that foreigners 

ough ignorance, the lack of prudence, or rash eagerness for profit, venture to remain 
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or to travel in dangerous regions, thereby incurring the risk of becoming the victims of 
offenses and even trusting to escape offenses because of their being foreigners. 

“It should be remembered, moreover, that always when the Government of Mexico 
has had knowledge of an offense it has pursued the presumably guilty parties. The 
pursuit in such a case surely is not the same as that. ordinarily made in cities in the 
case of ordinary crimes because the circumstances are different in a populous 
community. 

“In the latter it is relatively easy to identify the guilty party, while in uninhabited 
places the band which committed the offense is located and pursued, is overtaken and 
as manv as possible are killed without generally being able to identify the really guilty 
party, because even within the band of offenders itself it is impossible to determine as 
might be supposed which projectile of a volley caused a murder. The recent Corteil 
case proves that the Mexican Government following this procedure, which is the only 

ossible one, is displaving the greatest activity, because immediately after this murder 
it was reported forces left in pursuit of the band and killed four of the villains. 

“The Mexican Government has been constantly preoccupied with the pacification 
of the Republic and as a first step has destroved the principal rebel groups and his 
conquered the most notorious leaders, as is demonstrated by the conclusion of the 
recent Villa movement, the death of Zapata, of Blanquet, and Inez Avila, without 
mentioning the operations against groups of minor importance, A necessary conse- 
quence of this progress In the labor of pacification is the existence of some banda, the 
weak remains of the large groupe. 

“The Mexican Government has been, and continues, animated bv the best of inten- 
tions, to eliminate all those difficulties which might disturb its good relations with the 
Government of the United States and has so proven on repeated occasions. li the 
Government of the United States wishes its citizens to enjov greater protection, the 
Mexican Government, anxiously desiring as ever a good understanding between both 
Governments, suggests the desirability that citizens of the United States concentrate 
in the populous places where complete guarantees may be offered them and that these 
citizens, when thev find it necessary to visit the dangerous zones, request sutlielent 
forces for their protection, which will be furnished by the Mexican snore 

“In the Tampico region the paymasters of the petroleum companies have heen 
offered escorts to accompany them for the safe transportation of funds, and the com- 
panies have refused on the pretext that the presence of the escort recipitates the 
attack of the rebels or that the individuals of the escort do not camila themselves 

woperly. These are unfounded assertions. Moreover the relation which has existed 

hae those same petroleum companies and the rebels is notorious, it being als 
suspected that there may have been cases in which the paymasters were in accor 
with the supposed assailants. The Mexican Government, in-order to demonstrate 
once more its willingness to furnish complete protection, has already formally promised 
to reimburse the sums which might be taken from the paymasters notwithstanding 
the presence of the escort, and if this last offer is not accepted the consequences will 
be ‘hie exclusive fault of those same interested parties. 

“I believe I have made clear the true situation and the possibility of the Mexican 
Government giving daily increasing means of protection to life and property as 1t 
evidently has done and its undeniable desire to secure every class of guarantees 
within the national territory. In view of these facts, the menace embraced in you! 
note has surprised the Mexican Government, all the more so since it reems strange 
that it should be exacted that even in depopulated regions human life should be 
protected in a more perfect manner than in the most populous cities of the mæt 
cultured countries where bloody crimes often occur without the respective governments 
thereby becoming the object of severe observations. ” 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
November 12, 1919. 

Secretary of State Lansing made a statement to-day to make clear the Government 8 
attitude on the question of responsibility of Mexico for the safety of Americans 12 
that country. This statement, made in response to inquiries of newspaper correspond- 
ents in connection with the case of William Q. Jenkins, the American consular agen! 
at Puebla, Mexico, follows: 

“The newspapers, in connection with the Jenkins kidnapping case made it appeat 
that I had said that Americans in Mexico had no greater rights to protection UD 
Mexicans. I regret that the context of my comments were not given in full becaus? 
it would have shown that 1 was referring to a condition in which the Mexican authori- 
ties had employed PVOCN MEANA which they possessed or should have possessed l 
protect the lives and property of aliens in a Mexican community. lf the authonues 
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failed to provide means of protection or to use such means the statement attributed 
to me would not apply. 

“To avoid being misunderstood as to this Government’s interpretation of the rule 
of international law on the subject of responsibility on the part of Mexico for the 
safety of Americans in that country I make the following statement: 

“While in general there is presumed to be no difference between the rights of 
aliens and the richts of natives to be treated fairly and justly under local laws and by 
the local authorities. nevertheless should the operation of the local laws or the acts 
of commission or omission by local authorities result in injustice to Americans or lack 
of adequate protection of their lives or property, it is the privilege as well as the right 
of this Government, under international law, by diplomatic intervention to see to 
it that justice is accorded to its citizens and their rights given proper protection. 

“The reason for this is that, when a condition of political unrest and lawlessness 
exists such as obtains in certain parts of Mexico, aliens being denied proper protection 
by the authorities must rely on their Government, operating through diplomatic 
channels, to obtain justice and security. This is a general statement and the basis 
of the policy followed by this Government, though it is necessarily subject to modifica- 
tion in particular cases. 

“[tshould he borne in mind, however, that the accepted law and practice of nations 
i that, asa rule, it must be shown that a foreign government is reaponsible for injustice 
done to aliens or that its constituted authorities are negligent in protecting their 
lives and property, before liability is incurred.” 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Norember 20, 1919. 


The Department of State to-day sent a note to the Mexican foreign office, through 
the American Embassv at Mexico City, calling for the immediate release of William 
0. Jenkins, the American consular agent at Puebla, 

The note, which is based on the rearrest of Consular Agent Jenkins at. Puebla, points 
out that the United States Government is surprised and incensed’ to learn of the 
reimprisonment of Mr. Jenkins, particularly in view of the suffering and losses already 
sustained by him in connection with his kidnapping through lack of protection by 
the Mexican authorities and in connection with his first arrest by Mexican officials. 

The note expressed the view, based on the information in the possession of the 
Department of State, that his rearrest is absolutely arbitrary and unwarranted, and 
Warns the Mexican Government that further molestation of the consular agent will 
Sriously atfect the relations between the United States and Mexico, for which the 
Government of Mexico must assume sole responsibility, 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
‘ November 21, 1919. 


The following statement submitted to the Department of State by William O. 
Jenkins, the American consular agent at Puebla, regarding his recent kidnapping, is 
for immediate publication. 

‘“Pursia, Mexico, November 7, 1919. 

Joseren W, Rowr, Esq., 

“Vice Consul in Charge, American Consulate General, Merico, 

“Sr: In compliance with vour instructions of the 4th instant, I beg to make the 
following report on my recent experience in being kidnapped by a rebel band of this 
Slate: i 

“On Sundav night, October the 19th, about 9 o'clock, upon leaving mv apartment 
to make a short inspection of the premises, as is my custom before retiring, I was 
attacked by five men, all armed with pistols. and was told by the leader that if I 
made any resistance or sound, 1 would be immediately killed. Knowing the desperate 
Character of such men, and with the odds completely against me, I considered it 
useless to attempt any resistance, and was searched for weapons, none being found, 
and then my hands were tied, I thought that these men were mere robbers, as there 

ad recently been in this citv, as well as in Mexico, innumerable cases of holdups, 
and I thought that I was dealing with one of these bands. It is well to state that my 
residenee is located in the southern extremity of this city, adjoining my cotton mill 

ere, and the residence and mill occupy an entire block, therefore [do not have any 

Deichbors nearer than one street away. However my residence is not any great dis- 
tance away from the heart of the city, as Puebla, although a city of about 125,000 
Inhabitants, does not cover a very great extension of ground, and my place is only 
teven cross streets, from the principal street of the city, or a distance of about six 
undred meters, : 


Bite a .-__ Se 


3192 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS, 


“Upon having my hands tied, I was told by the leader of the bandits to accompany 
them to the office, and there, the kevys to the safes were taken from my pocket. and 
the entire contents of two safes was robbed, consisting of the sum of 50,263 peses and 
65 cents, Mexican gold and silver coin, as well as two wrist watches, worth abcut 
150 pesos, one pistol worth 25 pesos, one rifle worth 25 pesos, and I discovered later 
that thev had also taken one watchman’s pistol worth 50 pesos and one watchman’s 
clock worth 110 pesos, so that my total loss from the robbery was $50,620.65, 50,623 
Pesos and 65 cents, Mexican gold, 

“Tt will be understood that in this city there are no banks where money can be 
deposited, as the Government confiscated all the banks long ago, and until the present 
time no private banks have been established here, and it is therefore necessary that 
every business man be his own banker, keeping in his own safe whatever money he 
may have on hand. Itis also known that there is no paper money at present, and all 
money at present circulating isin coin. Itis pertinent to mention that there was the 
sum of 105 pesos Mexican gold of consular funds in the money taken from my safes 
and that the oflice of the consular agency is in the same room as my private office; 
therefore it may be properly stated that the safes were in the office of the consular 
agency. 

“As soon as the money had been taken from the safes the leader of the band diz 
patched two of the men with the money, and I neither saw nor heard of them again. 
I was then informed by him that I was to be taken, which was my first intimation 
that I was to be kidnapped, and I used every possible argument to dissuade him from 
that intention, explaining to him that my father had just suffered an apoplectic 
stroke, and that any great worry would probably prove fatal to him; that my wife 
was not well and could not stand any great nervous shock; that he had already taken 
an enormous sum of money from me and that I was not in a position to pay anv further 
ransom. He immediately replied that as far as the payment of any further ransom 
was concerned I need not worry about it, as he did not want my money, but that he 
wanted the Mexican Government to pay, not only the ransom that he would demand 
but the money that he had taken from my safes as well, and that it was absolutely 
necessary for him to carry me away, on account of the fact that he desired to give a 
severe blow to the actual Government and could only do that by taking some one 
with an official character, and that he felt sure the United States Government would 
exact of the Mexican Government Immediate reparation for all loss, I tried to ex- 
lain to him that he was in error and that it would be verv difficult. if not entirely 
impossible, to make the Mexican Government pay any ransom; that such a proceeding 
would be very long and tedious, and that in the meanwhile I, an innocent subject of 
his political plans, would sulfer greatly and probably lose my life. He was very 
profuse in his explanations that he meant no harm to me personally and had nothing 
at all against me, but that it was indispensable to carry away a ‘‘consul”’ to make hs 
blow be properly felt. Seeing the futility of further argument. I requested that he 
allow me to speak to my wife, which he very reluctantly permitted, and only after I 
had pointed out to him that his own plans would be facilitated by her knowing what 
had happened to me and being able to act more intelligently as regards my ransom. 
My wife during this time was in our apartments with my sister, and of course knew 
absolutely nothing as to what was going on. : 

"The leader of the band accompanied me. with his pistol constantly covering my 
body, toa point from which T could call my wife. and having called her he immediately 
made me return to the office. where we awaited her coming. When she came. 
explained to her as best J could. considering the state of her exciternent and my own, 
what had happened, and what the men proposed to do, and she united her pleas with 
my own to the leader of the band. that I not be carried off, offering him everything 
we had that he wanted, if he would desist from that intention. but it was entirely 
useless, as he repeated to her what he had told me: that his principal idea was to vive 
a blow to the Governinent, and that this could only be effected by carrying me otf 1a 
person, At my Wlie’s request, my hands were untied, but it was impossible for me 
to make any defense, as the three remaining men held their pistols in constant readi- 
ness to shoot, and [ knew that any effort on my part to make a defense would certainly 
be the death of myself or my wife, and probably both of us. 

“The leader of the bandits then ordered my wile to call up the British vice consul 
here, Mr. William Hardaker, an intimate friend of ours, saving that he also wanted to 
carry him with me. but my wife replied that Mr. Hardaker was in Mexico. and the 
bandit said no more on the subject. But it is evident that it was his intention [0 
carry Mr. Hardaker with me. Jt is probable that he intended making me call Mr. 
Hardaker. for it was certainly not his intention to alow my wile to come to the office. 
but alter she had come. he very likely considered it better that she call him, and not 
that I do it. 1 have since learned that on that night there were several suspicious 
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people immediately around Mr. Hardaker’s house, and it is quite possible that it was 
their intention to capture him on his leaving his house, ashe also lives in the extreme 
eastern limit of the city. The leader of the band had his face covered with a red 
handkerchief, so that it was difficult to form an intelligent. idea as to his appearance, 
but from later know ledge I am absolutely certain that he was Federico Cordoba, one 
of the most daring and intelligent of all the rebel leaders that infest this region, 

“When my wife and I saw the impossibility of avoiding my being carried off, I gave 
her brief instructions to what she should do; she requested permission to bring my 
overcoat, which was granted, and I was immediately taken from my home and con- 
ducted on foot to a lonely street behind the general hospital of the city, situated at 
some distance from my home, but in the same general section. To arrive at this place 
we had to pass throuch several streets, but as the city had very poor police service, 
we saw no police at all, and I was unable to make any effort to escape, especially so as 
upon leaving my house my arm was tied to the arm of the leader, and I could not get 
away. The leader and I went in front, and the two other men followed immediately 
behind me. At the street mentioned, or rather a road, for it is not an open street, we 
found other men waiting, and after a hurried conversation between them and the leader 
I was blindfolded, turned around several times to make me lose the sense of direction, 
and then we traveled on foot for a considerable length of time, more than a half hour, 
I think, where we found other men with horses, and [ was mounted on a horse, my 
legs tied to the stirrup leathers, and with my eves completely covered, we started out. 
Mv hore wasled by the rider in front. We traveled all night, over a good road for a 
while, but afterwards over very rough country and about 5 o’clock in the morning we 
stepped, my eyes were unbound, and I found myself amidst a very rough and moun- 
tainous country, surrounded by low mountains, so that it was impossible for me to see 
any landmark from which I could judge my position. But as it seemed very cold to 
me, I judged that I had been carried to one of the neighboring volcanoes near Puebla, 
and thought that it was the Malintzi, a large mountain to the northeast of the city. 
However, this idea was banished later on by the fact that during the day it was very 
warm, and on account of so many Mosquitoes, from which I deducted that I must be 
lower than J at first. thought. 

“Twas kept busy that day (Monday) in a small cave, guarded by six men, but among 
them I was unable to recognize the leader of the band who had captured me. 

_ “Twas allowed to write to mv wife, which I did, and delivered the letter to the man 
In charge of my guard, whom the men called ‘Coronel,’ and I presume that he was one 
of Cordoba’s confidential men, and have reason to think he was Cordoba's brother, 
from later information. 

_ “I was of course very anxious to know where I was, and who mv captors were, but 
in reply to my inquiry as to my whereabouts, I was informed that I was in the moun- 
tains, and as to the identity of my captors, I was told that it was “Men of Caraveo.”’ 
As Marcelo Caraveo is one of the most prominent of all the rebel leaders, I could not 
know if they were telling the truth or merely deceiving me, but decided on the latter, 
a l had not heard of Caraveo being near this region lately. However, later develop- 
ments prove that it was true, as Cordoba belongs to the division of Caraveo and they 
both depend directly on Pelaez, the rebel leader near Tampico. 

“When I first arrived at the cave mentioned I saw in the low mountain just across 
from the cave quite a number of armed and mounted men, probably about 100. I 
believe that they belonged to this same band, though I am not sure about it, nor 
did ] ever see them grain. as they left soon after my arrival there. I was kept in the 
rave that day and that night, but on Tuesday morning about 2 o'clock my guards 
and I mounted on horses and traveled for several hours again, my eves again covered, 
and I was unable to judge the direction traveled. About davlight. we arrived at the 
Spot indicated for our next cam p, and this time it was out in the open, on the side of a 
Mountain and at the foot of a steep clitf, where I was hidden in the low shrubbery 
sowing there. 1 was changed again on Wednesday morning and again on Friday 
moming, alwava moving just before day. I soon formed the conclusion that I was 

eing hidden from other rebel bands, as every precaution was taken to not allow me 
to be seen, as well as the guards always hid themselves on the approach of anyone. 

umerous natives were gathering wood from time to time near our hiding places, as 
Well as charcoal burners, but great care was taken that we be not seen. J saw from 
time to time numerous bands of mounted men riding around on the mountains, and 
pany camp tires at night, from which I infer that the region is completely full 
rebels, 

“On Tuesday night it rained all night. and I was in the open and had no protection 
Whatever from the rain. 1 was completely soaked, and on Wednesday morning did 
the best I could to dry my clothes in the sun. _ This same thing happened on Wednes- 

ay and Thursday nights, and on Thursday night I began to suffer severe pains from 
theumatism in my right leg. 
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“This rapidly grew worse, and on Saturday I was in a most deplorable state, being 
unable to arise from the ground, and suffering constantly the most excruciating pain 
from my leg. I was unable to eat or sleep and began to have fever. Also the inosqu- 
toes troubled me excessively, to such an extent that my face, neck, and hands were 
very swollen. For two days my left eye was swollen almost shut, but this might 
have been from the bite of some other insect. The guards did not treat me roughly, 
but did what they could, but as thev had nothing to give me, I was unable to get any 
relief of any kind. In fact, I did not even have water to drink. as these men are a 
accustomed to drink out of the puddles found in the fields and roads, and J was not 
‘able to drink this water very well. I often suffered from actual thirst. The repeated 
wetting suffered by us all did not apparently affect them, and I suppose that they are 
used toit. Of course, we all passed the nights lying on the ground. with a blanket 
for a bed, and fortunately I had my overcoat for cover. During this time I had fre- 
quent talks with the coronel who guarded me. and until I was taken sick we discussed 
the press reports of my kidnapping, as we alwavs received the Puebla papers the same 
day, and he was very angry that the Mexican Government did not at once offer to 
pay the 300,000 pesos that he demanded for my ransom. My captor had indicated 
to me and to my wife in my office, before carrying me away, that he would exact this 
ransom for my liberty. He said that he would hold me until they did, and repeated to 
me that he did not want me to pay l cent, but that the Government must pay. At 
that time I was not. positive whether the “coronel” was the man who had entered 
my home or not, on account of being much taller and heavier than I had judged my 
captor to be. l failed to mention also that before I was carried away from my home, 
the leader told me and mv wife that I would be immediately killed if any attempt 
was made to follow them or to attack them while I was held prisoner, and, of course, 
my wife’s first efforts were to prevent any persecution being made until I was released. 

“This was secured with difficulty, as the authorities wanted to at once give purutt 
to the bandits, but fortunately it was avoided, and my life was thus saved, as I would 
have undoubtedly been killed in such a case. 

“The coronel told me to tell my wife this in my letters, which I did. He also 
during the days I was with him, instructed me to write my wife to hurry as much a 
possible the arrangment of the ransom, and gave me a copy of certain conditions that 
he said had been sent to my wife, in which it was stated that unless the money was 
paid by a certain date, I would be shot. : 

‘During this time, my friends had been very active to discover my whereabouts, 
finding great difliculty in doing this on account of the fact that I myself did not know 
-where | was, and on account of the fact that the rebel Cordoba did not want it known 
that he had me prisoner. 

“However, due to my intimate friend, Senor Lic. Eduardo Mestre, I was finally 
located, on the Friday tollowing my capture, and on that day, Lic. Mestre in a con- 
versation with Cordoba in his camp, secured the admission from Cordoba that he was 
holding me. I knew absolutely nothing of all this, as up to this time Fredenco 
Cordoba had not presented himself to me, but on Saturday afternoon, October the 
25th Cordoba himself came to where I was held in compamy with Lic. Mestre, and 
talked with him for the first time. 

“He repeated to me in the presence of Lic. Mestre what he had said the night of 
my capture, and what the “coronel ” had told me many times that he regretted having 
to cause me so much trouble and suffering, but that he himself was only an interme- 
diary, and could not alter the conditions of my ransom, and that it was im possible 
to release me for less than the sum of 300,000 pesos Mexican gold. As Lic. Mestre 
saw the deplorable condition in which I was at that time, and as I myself felt that I 
would not be able to live much longer without medical attention, as my leg was grow- 
ing worse all the time, I told Lic. Mestre that something would have to be done. an 
while I had resisted the idea of paying the ransom still I agreed to it, in view of my 
grave condition, Lic. Mestre explained to Cordoba the impossibility of raising su 
an enormous sum on such short notice, as well as the inconveience of trying to bring 
out such an amount of money in gold as Cordoba had demanded, pointing out to bim 
that the weight of the gold would be about 600 pounds, and oifering to pay the money 
in the form, time and place that Cordoba desired. Also it waa pointed out to Cordoba 
that in case of my death, no ransom could be collected, and he himself saw that 
was very ill. Lic. Mestre desired to carry me with him at once, but Cordoba tlatly 
refused such an idea, but after leaving me, he and Lic. Mestre agreed that he woul 
deliver me the next day against the payment of at least 30.000 pesos in gold, all the 
drafts that could be secured, and a document signed by friends of mine responding 
with their lives for the payment oi this balance. 
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“The visit of Lic. Mestre was the first time that I knew exactly where I was, or in 
whose hands I was, although I had formed an approximate idea as to my location 
before. Cordoba passed the night with me that night, and probably seeing I was 
very ill, on Sunday morning early, he set out with me in the direction of Puebla. I 
had to be tied to my horse to keep from falling and at times the pain in my leg was so 
intense that I almost fainted. We traveled about three hours, arriving at a point 
called “The Dam,” where we waited until 3 o’clock in the afternoon. I thought 
that I was waiting for my friends to come for me, but it developed later that Cordoba 
had not brought me to the place where Lic. Mestre was to come with the money, but 
to a point quite distant, and we were waiting for advice to come that the money had 
been paid, or was ready to be paid. At 3 o'clock in the afternoon, a messenger came 
to Cordoba and he then advised me that my ransom had been satisfied and that I 
was free. He assisted me to a house down by the dam, where there was a telephone 
with Puebla, and I advised my friends where I was, and they immediately sent for 
me, Cordoba stayed with me until he knew that I was being sent for and then left, 
Mv friends sent for me immediately, and I arrived in Puebla about 6 o'clock on Sun- 
day night, October the 26th. I was taken to the American Hospital here, where my 
wife was ill, and remained there a week and was then removed to my home. I am 
ae rapidly from the effects of my experience and hope to be entirely well in 
a few days. 

“Lic, Mestre waited at another point for Cordoba until late in the afternoon, when 
he finally arrived, and paid on account of my ransom the sum of 34,000 pesos in Mexi- 
can gold, 20,000 pesos in drafts, or a total of 54,000 pesos in cash. He also delivered 
to Cordoba a written obligation, by the terms of which five of my friends responded 
with their lives for the payment of the rest of the ransom money, which document 
Cordoba accepted as cash, and he extended a receipt for the entire 300,000 pesos, as 
well as for the sum of approximately 50,000 pesos that he had taken from my safes. 

“Since my release further payments have been made on account of the balance due, 
and total payments now approximate 100,000 pesos. It is my intentions to make 
arrangements as best I can for the immediate pavment. of all the balance due and 
recover the document that was extended to Cordoba, thus releasing my friends from 
the great responsibilitv they have assumed. I feel absolutely certain that any failure 
tocomply with the obligations of that document would result in the immediate death 
of these friends and myself, as it is well known that the rebels can with all ease perpe- 
trate most any crime that they desire. 

"Itis proper to sav that the government of this State did not assist in any practical 
wav to my release, for while they did arrest many people and create a great stir by 
their apparent activities, they did nothing at all of a practical nature, and their 
activities served more as a disturbance than as an assistance. My release was due 
to mv own friends here. I feel that these men have been instrumental in saving 
my ie for it is due to their efforts that I was reached in time and ransomed when 
ound. 

“I will not say that the payment of this ransom and the money taken from my 
sfe will result in any financial disaster to me, for I have property that is worth more, 
but it has placed me in an exceedingly critical condition for the moment, inasmuch 
a I do not have the monev to make these payments, and I am therefore attemptin 
to borrow the money for the moment and make the payment and then repay it as 
am able to sell some property to pay it back. If Iam unable to borrow the money 
I will be unable to comply with the obligation, as I have no way of realizing this 
amount of cash on short notice. 

“It is worthy of attention to take note of the attitude of the State government 
of Puebla assumed towards this incident. for almost Immediately after my capture 
the official paper of the governor published the opinion that I had been instrumental 
in my own bie napping, and that | had formed a plot with the rebels and other friends 
of mine to cause international difficulties. Also that it was the intention to collect 
this ransom from the Mexican Government and divide it, etc. It is impossible to 
express my indignation at this outrage on the part of the local authorities, and they 

ve persisted in persecuting me in every way possible until a few days ago. Even 

e I was in the hospital, unable to see anyone, the judge in charge of the case, in 
repeated instances, attempted to cause me trouble, and it was only by thestand taken 

y the director of the hospital that I was not annoyed. I am glad to say that the 

est element of this city has recognized in these attacks only an effort on the part 
ol the governor to avoid the responsibility of his criminal neglect of the protection 
ol the city, and it is a source of much satisfaction to me to have received assurances 
from thousands of people here in this city and from other places as well that the 
governor’s plan is well understood. 
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“F will say in this connection that I am not, nor have ever been, an enemy of the 
governor, but on the contrary have always been on the very best of terms with him, 
and have heen able during his term to render him valuable assistance at different 
times. This makes his action the more repugnant. It is believed that it was the 
intention of the authorities to arrest me, for they tried by every means to get me 
removed from the hospital to my heme. and even resorted to having an examination 
made of my person by a corps of medical men of the city to determine if I could be 
removed. 

“I accepted this examination only because I wanted to show the greatest willing: 
ness to assist them in their investigation, but their own doctors were forced to signa 
report declaring that I was ill and could not under any circumstances be removed for 
the moment. 

“I have given all the declarations asked for, and stand ready to give any further 
information that may be required of me. 

“Even my friends have been persecuted, and Lic. Mestre, who was so instrumental 
in saving my life, has been arrested on trumped-up charges, and has actually been 
declared ‘worthy of imprisonment,’ and is out on bond. 

“Tt is needless to say that I am assisting him in every way possible and will con- 
tinue to do 90 untii he is free from further trouble. 

“I wish to say that I have always taken preper precautions for the protection of my 
home, and have a watchman during the whole nicht, but on the nicht of ney capture 
the watchman had been overpowered and tied previous to the attack on me. [was 
told while in the mountains that they had gained access to my house by one of their 
men slipping into the factory on Sunday morning and hiding until night, when he 
assisted the others to enter. It is a'so in order for me to say that before this incident 
this city was not properly protected, as all the roads into the city were without guards 
and the rebels were free to come and go as they liked. 

“I was told by them that they frequent’y came into the city on horseback in groups 
of four and five without sutfering the least molestation. 

“They always stated to me that it would have been easy for them to capture the 
city, but they recognized the fact that they did not have sufficient elements to hold 
it, and for that reason had not attacked the place. l 

“My home and the whole section in which I live has always lacked sufficient police 

rotection, and before this incident the nearest policeman was iive streets from my 
ee Naturally, the rebeis had no fear from that source. 1] am asking for better 
protection in the future. 

“A very important matter is that, although the local government could hardly be 
restrained from sending troops out immediately to punish my captors when they 
learned of my capture, they have made the slightest. effort to do so since I returned 
12 days azo, although they have been incited to do so, but excuse themselves by 
saving that thev will do so. 

The rebels are only a few miles distant; they have been there for months and 
years: they plant. cultivate, and gather their crops entirely unmolested: the whole 
countryside is with them: and yet the Government apparently makes no effort to 
drive them away and give decent protection to this city. There are in the immediate 
vicinity of this city not less than a half dozen important bands of rebels, all ot them 
well known to the Government, and no determined effort has ever been made to fight 
them. This is the situation as it is to-day of this city. 

“My entire loss in this matter has been about as follows (Mexican gold): 


“Ransom paid and to be paid... 2... cee ee eee ees $300, N00. 0 
“\Vioney and effects stolen from office. .............. ke Ronde huge atc tes fds 50, 523. 65 
“Money taken from My pocket........0000. 200 c eee eee eee eee ees 122. 00 
“Hospital fees for myself and wife... 0.0.2... eee eee eee ee eee eee 320. e 
“Expenses for telegrams. . 2.2.2.2... a) re cree ee : 435. aH 
«Expenses for messenvers to MOUNTAINS... 0.06... eee eee eee ee ane 170. 
“expenses for automobiles and coaches............02. 200s ee eee neces a 
“Expenses Lic. Mestre while in Puebla..........0.... E ERR 500. 
“To be paid to lawyers in his defense, as well as remuneration for him- ‘i 
deli as heisa POON MAM 2455225 von pace twat e Ea TEA EELA 5, 000. 
: Eala a 
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The following is the text of the Mexican Government's reply, dated November 
96, 1919, to the American note of November 20 regarding case of William 0. Jenkins, 
the American consular agent at Puebla, wl 

Mr. CHARGÉ D AFFAIRES: I am instructed by the President of the Repubn 


reply in the form in which 1 am doing to note No. 1533 of November 20, W ch you 
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addressed to the Mexican Government under instructions from the Department of 
State of thé United States. 

“I must not conceal from you that the attention of the Mexican Government has 
been called strongly to the fact that no legal foundation, no principle or precedent of 
international law, and not even a reason were invoked in demanding the immediate 
liberty of Mr. Jenkins who, as you know, is at the present moment placed under the 
authority of a judge in the city of Puebla. The Mexican Government dces not see 
what foundation there may be for such a demand; it believes that it may not be solely 
the strength of the country which makes it, inasmuch as the United States has char- 
acterized itself by its desire expressed on various occasions that right and justice 
shonld be the motto of its diplomacy and respect for weak countries the basis of its 
international relations on the continent; and prefers to attribute the terms of the note 
to which I reply to an imperfect knowledge of our penal laws. 

‘‘The imprisonment of Mr. Jenkins is neither unjustified nor arbitrary as your note 
asserts, he himself having rendered and signed contradictory testimonies concerning 
the abduction of which he was the victim. The judge has had sufficient cause for 
supposing him to be responsible for the crime of rendering false judicial testimony, 
and this has merited his imprisonment. However, this imprisonment does not in 
rt signify that Mr. Jenkins is culpable, as this can only be established by a final 
judgment. 

"You are aware that in Mexican penal procedure there are three classes of im- 
prisonment: The preventive, when it is suspected that a person is criminally respons- 
ible in a crime; the formal, when there is sufficient evidence against the accused in 
the opinion of the judge to suppose him to be responsible for the deed; and ordinary 
me Nera or the one imposed by a final sentence as a punishment properly so 
called for the duly proven crime and culpability of the accused. The first two classes 
of imprisonment are not legally penalties but simply restrictions on the liberty of 
the accused as a means of investigating the truth. 

‘‘The sentence may also establish the innocence of the accused. Mr. Jenkins suf- 
fered preventive detention and 72 hours later formal imprisonment. This is the reason 
for his having been rearrested, and this is the circumstance which appears to be con- 
sidered by the Government of the United States as a persecution or as a series of 
molestations being unjustifiably inflicted on the consul. 

“During the course of the prosecution the accused may at any time request and - 
obtain his liberty under bail. Mexican law is very liberal in granting it, the request 
and deposit of the amount fixed by the judge sufficing. Mr. Jenkins, by refusing to 
exercise this right notwithstanding he has been invited repeatedly to do so, and that 
the judge has fixed as bond the sum of 1,000 pesos, can not strictly speaking call him- 
self a victim of molestations which he voluntarily inflicts upon himself, and further- 
more he is being held in prison with all the attentions and comforts compatible with 
his condition. 

“He being, therefore, subject to a prosecution which is being conducted in accord- 
tnce with the dictates of law under the authority of a judge whose acts are not secret 
but are under the constant vigilance of public opinion, which is interested in having 
the truth become known in this matter, the Mexican Government finds itself unable 
to grant the demand for liberty contained in the note under reply, and it is supported 

y strong reasons founded on the law of nations and considerations of a constitutional 
nature. Under the former it considers that no Government may make a diplomatic 
reclamation in favor of one of its subjects in foreign countries excepting in the cases of 
denial of justice or of a notoriously unjust sentence which is also under international 

W a case of denial of justice, and that the practice has invariably been followed of 
Walting till the tribunals handling a case concerning a foreigner have pronounced 
Judgment, which I repeat, should it be notoriously unjust would be the sole basis 
on which a representation could be made. , , 

‘As regards the constitutional point of view our political constitution establishes as a 
mental principle the separation of the attributes of the executive power and those of 
the judicial department. and therefore the executive is not empowered to interfere 
ln matters pertaining to the latter. Likewise the autonomy of the States is guaranteed 
by our charta, and by virtue of the federative structure of the Mexican Republic the 

eral power can not intervene in matters which. like that of Mr. , corresponds 
Properly and exclusively to the authorities of the State of Puebla. For this reason the 
executive could not issue orders to the judge handling the case to have Mr. Jenkins 
Placed at liberty. since that ofticial would with reason refuse to obey the same in case 
It Were given and the executive would thus violate the first principle of government 
With which he has always endeavored to comply—that is to say, respect of, and 
eecuring respect for, the laws of the country. Very well. This conduct, in the 
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opinion of the Mexican Government, can not affect unfavorably the friendly relations 
which happily exist between Mexico and the United States, above all as the case 
is one of so simple a nature in which by complying with so small a requirement. Mr. 
Jenkins would be placed at liberty, since the equal application to nationals and 
foreigners alike of the laws of each of the two countries can never be the cause of 
friction between those countries. 

“In the United States, on some occasions, Mexican consuls have suffered imprison- 
ment for deeds coming under the scope of the laws and of the authorities of the country: 
and the Mexican Government, even though in its opinion such imprisonment was 
unjustified, has never permitted itself to make the slightest suggestion looking to the 
nonapplication in each case of the laws of the United States, inasmuch as its practice 
has invariably .been to respect the laws of other countries, and it does not claim that 
ee abroad should make of their Mexican citizenship a title for exceptions and 
privileges. 

‘‘Neitherin the United States nor in Mexico may any citizen under prosecutdon be 
liberated by an order emanating from the Executive, and it would be strange that in 
Mexico an American citizen should have greater rights than those he has in his own 
country or greater than those which a Mexican citizen has in Mexico. Neither can 
the Government of Mexico concede to American citizens greater rights than thow 
enjoyed in the United States by Mexicans, 

“The Government of the United States appears to act under the conviction that Mr. 
Jenkins is absolutely innocent notwithstanding the fact that this matter is in the 
course of investigation. The Mexican Government, without attempting to claim that 
Mr. Jenkins is culpable, limits itself to submitting the foregoing considerations to the 
United States, trusting that the Department of State will postpone its judgment until 
the tribunals have pronounced their sentence, being assured that the officials of the 
Mexican Government have no intentions of causing molestations or persecutions 
Mr. Jenkins, but solely a sincere desire to act with justice. 

‘‘This opportunity affords me, et cetera. 

“S. Menina.” 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Division OF FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE, 
December 1, 1919. 


The Secretary of State on November 29, 1919, sent a note to the Mexican Govern- 
ment, through the American embassy at Mexico City, renewing the request of the 
Government of the United States for the immediate release of William O. Jenkins, 
the American consular agent at Puebla, Mexico, who was kidnapped at Puebla, sub- 
sequently released on payment of ransom, and then arrested by the Mexican authon- 
ties at Puebla. The note is in answer to that of November 26, 1919, from the Mexican 
foreign office. l , 

The note directs the American chargé d’affaires, Mr. Summerlin, to communicate 
the following at once to the Mexican Government: 

“I have not failed to transmit to my Government the note of the Mexican Govern- 
ment dated November 26, 1919, with reference to the case of William O. Jenkins, 
American consular agent, at Puebla, and I am now in receipt of a reply from the 
Government of the United States which I am instructed immediately to transmit 
to you. 

athe Government of the United States declines to be drawn into a juridical dit 
cussion of irrelevant matters or unimportant incidents brought forward in connection 
with this case. The Mexican Government can not be misled, as it intimates, by the 
citation by the United States of ‘no principle or precedent of international law, and 
not even a reason’ for Jenkins’s release: for obviously no such citation is necessary for 
the enlightenment of a government of the present day. The Mexican Government 
believes, and rightly so, that the American request for Jenkins’s release is not bas 
on ‘solely the strength of the country which makes it,’ for it knows the request & 
founded on the justice of the right of an American citizen and United States consu 
officer to fair treatment while residing and discharging his duties within Mexican 
jurisdiction with the knowledge and approval of the Mexican Government. — 

“The Mexican Government may contend that the imprisonment of the victim 1} 
necesaary for the investigation by a judge under the ‘constant vigilance of public 
opinion’ of the truth regarding his abduction and that a right of release on bail js 3 
palliative for such wrougiul imprisonment, but the United States is constrained w 
the opinion that such arguments are mere excuses. The Government of the Lame 
States invites and desires the fullest possible examination and investigation of ie 
case, but it can not admit that it is necessary in order to ascertain the tacts that Mr. 
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Jenkins should be retained in prison even with the privilege of applying for bail. 
My Government will not and is satisfied that Mr. Jenkins will not place any obstacle 
in the way of a complete and full examination of himself or his witnesses, or of the 
events, leading up to and connected with his abduction. The Mexican Government 
reter to attribute the American note to an imperfect knowledge of the Mexican penal 
aws and proceeds to explain with refinement the intricacies of Mexican penal proceed- 
ings. But the Government of the United States fails to discern in their application to 
this case at the hands of Mexican authorities any approximation to impartial treatment 
of Jenkins, and the Mexican Government knows the absence of such treatment is the 
reason for the American request. 

“The Mexican Government maintains that it can not grant the request of the United 
States for Jenkins’s release for the reason that under international law no diplomatic 
intervention is appropriate unless a denial of justice has occurred and because the 
Mexican Government is not in a position to demand Jenkins’s release in view of the 
separation of the executive and judicial powers under the Mexican form of Govern- 
ment and the independence of the State courts, by one of which Jenkinsisheld. The 
succinct answer to this contention is, as everyone knows, that a denial of justice has 
already taken place, and also because the Mexican constitution specifically gives the 
Federal tribunals, jurisdiction of ‘all cases concerning diplomatic agents and consular 
officere.’ 

“The United States is not to be driven by such subtle arguments into a defense of its 
request for the release of Mr. Jenkins. It is for Mexico to show cause for his detention, 
not for the United States to plead for his liberation. Stripped of extraneous matter, 
with which the Mexican note of November 26. endeavors to clothe it, the naked cage 
of Jenkins stands forth: Jenkins, a United States Consular Agent, accredited to the 
Government of Mexico is imprisoned for ‘rendering false judicial testimony,’ in con- 
nection with the abduction of which he was the victim. This is the substance of the 
Mexican note. 

“My Government is pleased to learn that the imprisonment of Jenkins stands on 
this single, and well-defined ground, and that the reported statements that Mexican 
authorities had caused the imprisonment of Jenkins because of collusion with his 
abductors and rebellion against the State are not seriously regarded by your Govern- 
ment. 

“In whose interest then is the charge of false swearing brought against Jenkins? 
His abductors? He is in equity the complainant in the case of his abduction, not 
the defendant, as the Mexican Government now makes him out to be. The Mexican. 
Government is prosecuting the victim instead of the perpetrators of the crime. While 
the outlaws, who endangered nis life and took awav a large pirt of his fortune, enjoy 
their freedom, the Mexican authorities now deprive Jenkins of his liberty. Moreover, 
the grouad expressed for the imprisonment of Jenkins, namely, that he is supposed 
‘tebe responsible for the crime of rendering false judicial testimony’ must he taken— 
and my Government directs special attention to this point—as merely an expression 
éf opinion on the part of the Mexican Government as it is entirely unsupported by 
evidence. There is not produced any of the testimony rendered by him, or any 
extracts from such testimony tending to show the correctness of this opinion. The 
Mexican Government can not expect the United States to accept in the grave cir- 
cumstances of this case such a bare unsupported statement as a valid excuse for the 
imprisonment of an American consular oflicer, particularly in view of the fact that 
the investigation of the case by the representatives of the United States in Mexico, 
80 far as it has proceeded, fails utterly to support this opinion of your Government. 

“On the contrary the investigation gives the Government of the United States every 
reason to believe that Mr. Jenkins has not knowingly given anv false testimony in 
respect of vital points in his case; although he has been harassed: by Mexican anthori- 
hes to give such testimony, even while ving in the hospital too weak and exhausted 
tomake them as a result of his treatment by the abductors, and while he knew evidence 
Was being obtained avainst him through intimidation of witnesses. So stands the 
single, unsupported, and my Government believes utterly unfounded, ground 
alleged for Jenkins’s imprisonment. 

“What conclusion is to be drawn from such a reply of the Mexican Government 
other than there has been a studied effort on the part of Mexican authorities to ensnare 
enkins in the intricacies of legal proceedings by alleging the commission of technical 
Offenses, and by bringing unsupported charges against him, for a purpose: In the 
rst place, to divert the attention of the American public and the American Govern- 
Ment, and indeed of Mexicans themselves, from the actual situation, namely that 
uebla, the capital of the State of Puebla, and perhaps the second largest city in 

€xico, is without adequate protection from outlaws who infest the immediate neigh- 

thood and who were accustomed openly and freely to visit the city without hind- 
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rance, that by the failure to furnish adequate protection in this district the Mexican 
authorities have, through their negligence, made possible the abduction of Jenkins, 
and that in harmony with such an attitude on the part of the Mexican authorities 
they have failed to carry out the duty and obligation incumbent upon them to appre- 
hend and punish the bandits concerned in the crime of which Jenkins was the victim. 
And in the second place it appears to have been the purpose of the Mexican Govern- 
ment to assume a willful indifference to the feelings of the American people that have 
been aroused to the point of indignation by the exposure, hardships, and physical 
suffering endured by Jenkins during his abduction and his subsequent treatment 
at the hands of the Mexican authorities. 

“In view of the considerations which have been set forth and in view particularly 
of the belief of my Government that the charge against Jenkins of deliberate false 
swearing is unfounded, the Government of the United States must renew its request 
for the immediate release of Consular Agent Jenkins from further imprisonment. 


“ LANSING.” 


No. 174. LEGACION DE Los Estapos UNIDOS DEL BRASIL, 
Mexico, May 7, 1915. 
The SECRETARY OF STATE, 
Washington, D. C. 

Sır: I have been requested by the American Society of Mexico and the international 
committee to transmit to you the following document: 

‘*The American Society of Mexico and the International Committee of Foreign 
Residents unit in an expression of thanks and appreciation for the efforts made by 
the American Government and representatives, through which 34 sacks of foreign mail 
have just been received here from the accumulations at Vera Cruz, the first from there 
since February. 

‘Urgent appeal is hereby made to the Washington Government that effective steps 
be taken to put the capital city of Mexico again into communication with the world, 
by the reopening of at least one railway line for traffic to Vera Cruz, or the northern 
border. Isolation has been almost complete since the beginning of the present year. 
The movement of passengers, freight and mails has been stopped, and private cable- 

ms are unwarrantably censored. 

“The capital is suffering a lingering death. The indifference of those engaged in 
the present warfare of factions, toward the necessities of the great majority of the 
people of Mexico, native and foreign, is daily bringing about greater complications, 
which will render a solution of the Mexican problem still more difficult. l 

“The food situation is acute and there is much suffering in the city. Flour 18 
selling up to 1 peso per pound eau to the daily wage of a common laborer who can 
not indulge in such food); meat also up to a peso per pound, and corn 25 centavos & 

ound. Many articles of medical supplies in the city are exhausted and hospitala 
‘ave been stripped of surgical instruments by outgoing troops. There is urgent n 
of carbons for street lamps and of other articles vital to public health and protection. 

“The Washington Government two months ago renewed its advice that Americans 
leave Mexico until conditions become more settled and followed it with the suggestion 
from Gen, Carranza that other foreigners, also, leave Mexico City. Unfortunately there 
has been no way open to act upon the advice since it was given, even for those Amen- 
cans and other foreign residents whose circumstances and responsibilities would 

ermit them to leave. 

Three travelers were shot last week while trying to get from this city to Pachuca, 
50 miles away. A number of Americans who have attempted recently to leave by 
automobile or other conveyance have been turned back by armed men, regardless 0 
passports some of which were signed by the convention president, Roque Gonzalez 
Garza. 

“The censorship of private and commercial telegrams by the conventionalist author- 
jties here, and also the Carrancistas at Vera Cruz, is so strict that residents can not 
explain to relatives or correspondents abroad either their situation or their actions. 
Cablegrams can not be sent if they refer to stoppage of mails or other abnormal con- 
ditions, although such interference with foreign service is in contravention of the 
cable company’s franchise, while the country is not engaged in foreign war. Remit- 
tances can not be made by mail and this interference with cablegrams renders difficult 
or impossible arrangement by telegraph of maturing obligations, such a8 life-insurance 
premiums and commercial paper. Foreign residents who are awaiting mail remt- 
tances from abroad are, many of them, dependent temporarily on assistance from 
friends here or from relief committecs. 
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“Freh evidences of anti-American feeling are seen in proposed legislation in 
anonymous threatening letters, in public speeches, in utterances by delegates in the 
convention, and in the Mexican press. This attitude toward Americans is justified 
by Mexicans here, on the ground that the ‘United States is showing partiality toward 
the Carrancista cause.’ 

“Attention must be called to the report that goods at Vera Cruz destined for the 
merchants of this city (on some of which the import duties have already been paid) and 
held for months in Government warehouses at Vera Cruz, because of closing of the 
railways, are now being removed, without hindrance by the authorities there, and 
sold or used by persons having no right or claim to warrant such action: and this 
despite the assurances of protection given by the Carrancista government when the 
American troops were withdrawn from Vera Cruz. 

“The hope is expressed among foreigners here that the special opa from 
the United States who are attached to particular chiefs may not be deterred by an 
excessive desire to maintain agreeable relations with those leaders from furnishing 
the Washington Government with complete, accurate, and impartial reports of what 
actually transpires in their locality.” 

With renewed assurances of my highest consideration, I have the honor to be, sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
J. M. CARDOSO DE OLIVEIRA, 
Brazilian Minister, in charge of American Interests in Mexico. 
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 19, 1920. 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS, 
Washington, D. C. 
The subcommittee met, pursuant to adjournment, at 2.30 o’clock 
p. m Room 128, Senate Office Building, Senator Albert B. Fall, 
presiding. 


STATEMENT OF ADMIRAL WILLIAM BANKS CAPERTON. 


The Cuarrman. Admiral, we have been in the habit of adminis- 
tering an oath to the witnesses, but in your case that will not be re- 
uo You have taken an oath to support the Government and 
onstitution of the United States. 

Admiral CAPERTON. Yes, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. You may state your full name? . 

Admiral Caperton. William Banks Caperton. 

The CHarrman. What has been your profession ? 

Admiral Caperton. The naval profession, sir. 

The CuainMAN. When did you enter the profession ? 

Admiral Caperton. June, 1871. 

The CuarrMAN. During recent years, particularly from 1915 down 
toand through 1919, what rank have you held in the Navy ? 

Admiral CaPpERTON. I was rear admiral up to July, 1916, when I 
om a fui admiral, and was commander in chief of the Pacific 

eet. | 

The CHAIRMAN. Are you now retired ? 

Admiral CAPERTON. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrMAN. When did you retire? 

Admiral Caperton. June 30, 1919. 

The Cuarrman. During the vear 1915, or a portion of that year, 
where did your duties call you ? 

Admiral Capgerron. In Haiti and the east coast of Mexico, the 
ulf of Mexico. 

0 CHAIRMAN. When did you take charge on the west coast of 
Mexico? 

Admiral Caperton. I took charge on the west coast of Mexico on 

July 28, 1916. 

he CHAIRMAN. Admiral, the committee has been anxious to have 
your statement as to what you discovered generally about the condi- 
lions, what vour ideas are about the conditions in Mexico, and your 
experience there in dealing with the Mexican Government, or any of 

e factions, your orders, ete., reports you may have made which you 
are able to give the committee, and we ask you to go ahead in your 
own language and make your own statement, 
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Admiral CaPrerton. I desire to preface my remarks with the state- 
ment that I was senior officer present on the east coast of Mexico from 
March to June, 1915, and was commander in chief of the Pacific Fleet 
from July 28, 1916, until April 30, 1919. I operated in the Pacific 
from the time I took command of the Pacific Fleet until the latter 
part of May, 1917, when the larger part of my force including myself 
in my flagship were transferred to the Atlantic to take part in war 
operations. 

During the time I was senior officer present on the east coast of 
Mexico; that is, from March to June, 1915, Gen. Carranza was the 
head of the de facto government of Mexico with headquarters at 
Vera Cruz, but he had not as yet been recognized by the United 
States. Carranza was first chief of the Constitutional Army in charge 
of the executive power, and Gutierrez was in Mexico City as pro- 
visional President of the Republic elected by the convention of 
Aguascalientes. Villa and Zapata were both active against each 
other and against the other two as well. It is interesting to note 
that within three days after the evacuation of Vera Cruz by the 
American forces and approximately one month after his recognition 
by the United States Carranza found it desirable to transfer his 
headquarters to Vera Cruz, a seaport town at one end of his country. 

I made arrangements at Tampico at a time when the Villistas 
were threatening the city, to use one of the German interned vessels 
as a place of refuge for foreigners. I sent a boat up the river to 
AE with the Villista general and this boat was fired upon but 
no damage incurred and the officers succeeded in communicating 
with the Villistas for the purpose of protecting foreigners in case of 
an investment of the city. 

While I was at Vera Cruz and Carranza had his headquarters 
there, I consulted frequently with the State Department officials and 
from what I gathered, I trust that they did not transmit verbatim 
all the notes received from the Mexican authorities. 

The CiuarrmMan, Admiral, might I ask you not as to the contents 
of those notes, but why you expressed the hope that those notes 
have not been transmitted verbatim ? 

Admiral Caperron. As I understand, they were not very com- 
plimentary and rather impertinent, and not such as I expected 
would be written to our Government. 

The CnarrmMan., They did not by any means meet with your 
approval, as to the character of diplomatic or other notes which 
should be submitted to a Government ? 

Admiral Carerrox. No, sir. Of course, I did not see the notes, 
but that was generally understood. 

The Ciaran, Who was, at this time, if you know, acting as 
diplomatic representative of the United States in Mexico? 

“Admiral Caperron. [ think Mr. John R. Silliman was special 
representative of the President. 

The Cuaimwan. Prior to or at the time that Carranza occupied 
Vera Cruz, do you know whether the affairs ot the American Gover 
ment generally had been placed in the hands of the representative 
of any other country——the Brazilian minister or other foreign rep- 
resentative? 

Admiral CAPERTON. l can not recall that just now. 

The CHAIRMAN. Very well, you may proceed. 
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Admiral CaPERTON. West coast—conditions in the fleet when I 
assumed command. First. On July 28, 1916, I assumed command 
of the Pacific Fleet, at San Diego, Calif., hoisting my flag on the 
armored cruiser San Diego. I found that all available ships in the 
Pacific had in June been ordered to Mexican waters, and that Admiral 
Winslow whom I relieved had distributed them on the dav T took 
command, as follows: Acapuleo, U. S. 5. Pittsburgh; Guaymas, 
U S. S. Cleveland and U. S. S. Yorktown: La Paz, U. S. SÌ Mil- 
vuke, U. S. S. Denver, supply ship, eight destrovers, and two 
colliers; Mazatlan, South Dakota; Topolobampo, Annapolis: Man- 
anillo, U. S. S. Maryland and U. S. S. Raleigh (en route); Salina 
Cruz, U. S. S. Colorado (Rear Admiral Fullam) and U. S. S. Chatta- 
hooga, 

This distribution of ships to Mexican waters had been due to 
developments in Mexican affairs. Just previous to this our troops, 
entering Mexico as a punitive expedition against bandits, had been 
fired upon near Parral and a boat attached to the U. S. S. Annapolis 
had been fired upon by natives at Mazatlan. As I remember, 
Admiral Winslow’s instructions as turned over to me were: (a) To 
order all available ships to Mexico, (b) not to land unless directed 
by the department. 

The Cuatrman. What was about the date those orders were 
turned over to you ? 

Admiral Caperton. July 28. 

The CHarkMAN. In the year 1916? 

Admiral CAPERTON. Yes, sir. 

The CyarrMan. Very well, you may proceed. 

Admiral Caperton. (c) To encourage Americans and other for- 
eigners to leave Mexico until conditions became more settled and to 
facilitate the departure of such Americans and foreigners; (d) to 
allow no unnecessary communication with shore in Mexico. 

Second. My instructions and policies outlined to me. In traveling 
from Haiti to assume command of the Pacific Fleet I was directed to 
raed via Washington, which I did, reporting to Admiral Benson, 
hief of Naval Operations. Admiral Benson impressed upon me 
very strongly the desire of the Government to keep out of trouble 
with Mexico. I was to take drastic steps in carrying out the instruc- 
ons already given to Admiral Winslow to prevent the creation of 
any situation by the Navy which would involve the two Governments. 
l was not to start trouble and as far as possible I was to see that the 
Mexicans had no opportunity to start trouble with the Navy. In 
carrying out these policies I issued the following circular letters: 

1. The commander in chief has not been informed of any change in the poliev of 
the Government regarding Mexico since the instructions issued during the erisis in 
une. The situation remains acute and every endeavor must be made to carry out 
the wishes of the department that the Navy take no chance at causing or being a 
Party to trouble with Mexico. All intercourse with Mexicans must be avoided, 
except such as mav take place aboard cur own ships or in making calls aboard Mexican 
Men-ol-war, Senior officers present at the various ports must not be misled by an 
4pparent improvement in local conditions, The general condition of the country will 
eventually dominate. One irresponsible native, if he has the opportunity, may 
Provoke matters. It is against such a contingency that we must always be on our 
kuard. The policy remains that Americans should leave Mexico and our ships afford 
them refuge until ‘transportation is available, 
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2. The department's message ‘‘ Allow no unnecessary communication Mexican 
shore until further orders” will be interpreted as follows: 

(a) Ships to anchor in such berths as to reduce to a minimum danger from attcck 
by organized bodies or irresponsible individuals, and in such position that exit t 
sea can not be made hazardous. 

(b) No officer or man to land on Mexican territory except in case of urgent necessity 

(c) Ship’s boats not to go in to landings except when absolutely necessary. Whe 
officials or prominent people on shore are desired on board for the acquisition of infor 
mation, and it is impracticable for them to come out in shore boats, ship's boats may 
touch at landings during davlicht to bring them off and land them ashore. but ship + 
boats are not to remain alongside landing. Refugees may be brought on board under 
the same restrictions. In each specific case of a ship’s boat going in to the landing. 
the senior officer present shall satisfy himself as far as possible that local condition 
warrant such procedure. 

(d) Fishing and boating parties should keep well clear of the shore. 

(e) In all cases, the senior oflicer present at each port will be held strictly account- 
able for anv future embarrassment to the Government, within his jurisdiction, which 
might have been avoided. 

W. B. Capertoy. 


Third. In view of an apparent ignorance at Manzanillo concerning 
the reasons for our nonintercourse with shore, I transmitted the 
following confidential letter to the vessels of my command: 


Unrtep States Paciric FLEET, 
U. S. S. “San Dieco,” FLAGSHIP, 
Manzanillo, Colima, Merico, August 14, 1915. 

Confidential. 

To: Commander reserve force, United States Pacific Fleet, commander coast torpedo 
force, United States Pacific Fleet, and all commanding officers, United States 
Pacitic Fleet. 

Subject: Nonintercourse with shore, Mexican waters. 

1. The commander in chief has been informed that the inhahitants of at least one 
Mexican port are in ignorance of the Mazatlan incident and that they consequently 
misconstrue our lack of communication with shore. Ae 

2. The commander in chief desires that it be impressed upon Mexican officials, 
directly, when on board our ships, or through our representatives, that this condition 
of ponintercourse with shore has been brought about by the Mexican people them- 
selves through the unfriendly acts of their countrymen at Mazatlan in an unwarranted 
attack by rifle fire upon one of our ship's boats; that the Navy regrets that its continued 
feeling of friendship toward Mexico has apparently not been reciprocated, as evt- 
deneed by the above occurrence; that, therefore, in its desire to avoid any possible 
future trouble by a repetition of the Mazatlan incident or by other unlawful acts of 
irresponsible persons, it is prompted to restrict communication with shore, and thus 
prevent subjecting its personnel to possible further insult; that our ships in the vari- 
ous ports are not to be regarded as a menace, but are there for the purpose of trans- 
porting to other parts our subjects, as well as those of other foreign countries who 
may desire to leave on account of unsettled conditions. 

W. B. CAPERTON. 


The CrarrMaN. Admiral, would it interrupt you to ask you what 
induced you, or what caused vou, to use the statement in the letters 
of instructions or orders which you have just quoted, to the effect that 
you knew that the people of at least one community had been mis- 
informed as to the Mazatlan incident, and did not understand it! 

Admiral Carperton. The general in command of the Mexican forces 
at Manzanillo came on board ship at my invitation and called upon 
me, and while there i was surprised to hear his remarks about why 
we did not land and were not communicating with the shore. 1 then 
repeated to him about what [ said in this letter, and he was very 
much surprised to hear such remarks, and then he told me that he 
had heard, or had been instructed by the Government, that we had 
caused all the trouble, commenced the row, and that the fault was 
all ours. 
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The CHarrMAN. Did he mention the name of his informant, who 
transmitted that information to him ? 

Admiral CAPERTON. To the best of my memory, he told me that 
Gen. Obregon had issued the letter, or informed him of that occurrence. 

The CuarRMAN. That is, that he had issued the letter to the sub- 
ordinate under him who was in charge at Manzanillo. 

Admiral CAPERTON. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrMAN. And the information he had was to the effect that 
the Mazatlan incident was due to the aggression of the Americans ? 

Admiral CaPERTON. Yes, sir; entirely. 

The CuatrrMaN. And the fault was entirely theirs ? 

Admiral CAPERTON. Yes, sir. 

The CHatrMAN. Did he indicate to you any orders or instructions 
he had received in connection with that letter, or did he just simply 
mention it? 

Admiral CAPERTON. No, sir; he just mentioned the incident, and 
was surprised when I told him the truth about it, was very much 
surprised. 

The CoarrMAN. Very well, you may proceed. 

Admiral CaperTon. General conditions. Upon assuming com- 
mand J started out in my flagship to make a tour of inspection of the 
West Coast of Mexico, visiting the principal seaports. I did not go 
ashore at any of these places nor did anyone from my flagship. I 
would send a radio ahead to one of our ships that was in port and ask 
her commanding officer to arrange for the consuls and Mexican officials 
to come off to my flagship immediately upon my arrival. The com- 
manding officer ou arrange this by communicating ashore by 
radio or through private shore boats. I obtained all my informa- 
tion in this manner. ‘The following is a summary of my report fol- 
owing this inspection: 

he CuHarRMAN. That report was an official report made to your 
superior officer ? 

Admiral CAPERTON. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. In tabulated form? 

Admiral CAPERTON. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrMan. Would it answer your purpose as well to file it and 
let the reporter put it in the record, instead of your reading it? 

Admiral Caperton. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrMan. It can be returned to you afterward. 

Admiral Caperton. Yes, sir. I should like to have it returned. 
It belongs to my private file. 

The CHarrman. If you will allow us to use it, we will have a copy 
made for the record. 

(The report referred to is as follows:) 


SUMMARY. 


La Paz: Americans and foreigners, 10: in vicinity, 5, 

Salina Cruz: Americans and foreigners, 4; in vicinity, 60. 

Acapulco, Americans and foreigners, 2. 

Manzanillo, Americans and foreigners, 4; in vicinity, 90; number recently re- 
turned, 20 or 30. sane 

Mazatlan, Americans and foreigners, 60; in vicinity, 200; number recently re- 
turned, large percentage. 
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Topolobampo: Americans and foreigners, none; in vicinity, 60; number recently 
returned. several. 

Guaymas: Americans and foreigners, 2; in vicinity, 80; number recently returned, 
70. 


MEXICAN TROOPS. 


La Paz, 100: one-half of these troops recently brought from Santa Rosalia account 
smallpox scare. 

Salina Cruz, 50; Under command of Capt. Manuel Diaz C. 

Acapulco, 150; Military operations in the State against Zapatistas reporte! 
successful. 
; et ctpes: 100; About 900 troops in State of Colima under command of Gov. Juan 

ose R109. 

Mazatlan, 500; Bulk of the State troops at Culiacan, under Gen. Flores, who is tem- 
porarily in Mazatlan. 

Topolobampo, none; no regular garrison is kept at Topolobampo. 

Guayamas, 500: no regular garrisons in valley proper: soldiers only at garrisons 
along railroad. About 6,000 in all, in these various garrisons. 


FINANCIAL QUESTION—VALUE OF PAPER MONEY. 


La Paz: With the exception of Mexican National Bank and State bank notes, the 
only money circulating at present in Lower California, is silver. 

Salina Cruz: Since July 1 the standard money, declared legal tender, is the recent 
issue of infalsificables. This was placed on the market as elsewhere and ordered by 
the Government to be accepted at the ratio of 10 to 1. The 5 peso, 2 peso, and | pex 
issues of Vera Cruz paper money were allowed to circulate as small change. These 
being accepted at a 10 to 1 ratio on the infalsificable issue which makes this small 
change 100 to 1 ‘oro nacional.” The Government will not accept paper money ior 
duty, but requires silver or American gold. On July 23 an order was received from 
the director of telegraphs that infalsificables could be received at the ratio of 25 to one. 

Acapulco: The money question continues serious. There is very little silver cur- 
rency in town, but prices are quoted sometimes in silver rather than in paper, the 
former of course being lower. Infalsificables are quoted 40 to 1. The Vera Cruz 
issue, used for small change, is quoted at 10 to 1 on the infalsificables. 

Manzanillo: Infalsiticables are quoted here at the ratio of 20 or 25 to 1 despite the 
Government's edict of 10to l. Certain Vera Cruz bills up to 20 peso notes are accepted 
in the varving ratio of from 10 to 50 to 1 on the intalsificables. The same trouble 
existsin Manzanillo as elsewhere concerning importation. Firms do not care to import 
when the import duties must be paid in gold or silver and their sales bring them only 
paper money. 

Mazatlan: Infalsificables are quoted at 30 to 35 to 1. Certain issues of Vera Cruz 
money are also accepted at a varying rate of from 10 to 30 to 1. 

Topolobampo: Infalsificables at varying ratios. 

Guaymas: Information was received that the Mexican Government has changed 
its attitude in regard to its insistence of the 10 to 1 standard on the infalsificable issue 
of paper money ; that people would now be permitted to trade in this money according 
to local quotations. No solution to the financial question can be seen at the present 


time. 
FOOD QUESTION, 


La Paz: Food at present plentiful. 

Salina Cruz: No flour in town. Natives live on bananas, corn. and such green 
stuff as can be obtained from the immediate interior. The peon will not suffer mate- 
rially from the lack of food as there is a considerable amount of small gardening, but 
it will be very dithcult in the near future for any of the higher class of people to exit 
gatisiactorily. . | 

Acapulco: Food question generally serious, but not immediately so, on account of 

roduce being raised and foraged from woods. 

Manzanillo: Not immediately serious. Very little flour in town; none coming in. 
Greit deal of cattle outside of Manzanillo. 

Mazatlan: Food situation improving, still very unsatisfactory. Very little comm 
available in city. Fresh products from the immeidiate vicinity is the princips 


source of supply. 
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Topolobampo: There is a general scarcity of corn, though the Indians and Mexicans 
have planted some during the rainy season. Corn is best obtained from Guasave, 
south of Mochie. No immediate shortage of food. Satisfactory at Mochis. 

(maymas: The food situation is better than it was some months ago. Crops are said 
to he sufficient to feed this part of the country in the immediate future. Little importa- 
tion is going on. General restriction on shipments of food by merchants from one town 
in the State to another. 

MILITARY ACTIVITIES. 

La Paz: None. 

Salina Cruz: Carranza garrisons now located at Salina Cruz, Tehuantepec, San 
Geronimo, Rio Verde, Rincon, and Santa Lucretia along the railroad. ‘‘ Reaction- 
aries” operating in Chiapas and against Gov. Castro at Oaxaca. 

Acapulco: Military operations in the State against Zapatistas are reported as having 
been successful. No trouble with Zapatistas anticipated. 

Manzanillo: Carranzistas in full control of the cities in the State but not in the out- 
skirts. Villistas, numbering several thousand, under Gen. Norena and Gen. Guzman, 
operate in States of Michoacan and Jalisco. Villistas reported very strong in Michoa~ 
can. Have recently seized San Telmo light. 

Mazatlan: The bulk of State troops are at Culiacan, the capital. Soldiers in the city 
carry arms only when on duty. Regular police also carry arms on duty. No military 
activity. ` 

Topolobampo: None. Small guard of a few men at Mochis. 

Guaymas: Conditiona in Yaqui Valley reported very unsatisfactory. Carranza 
forces under Gen. Madrigal said to have been as destructive as the Indians. With the 
recent relief of Madrigal and withdrawal of troops, conditions as regards Mexican ele- 
ment expected to improve, but danger from raids by Broncho Yaquis is increased. 
Troops removed from valley proper, but stationed in garrisons along railroad as far 
Inland as Buena Vista. 


RAILROADS. 


La Paz: None. z , i , i 
ice Cruz: Railroad operates train daily; rolling stock in very bad shape; little 
usiness. 
Acapulco: None. ee 
_ Manzanillo: The railroad operates about one train per day. Mail service is in work- 
Ing order. i 
Mazatlan: Trains operate irregularly, due principally, it is claimed, to washouts. 
Topolobampo: Trains operate about twice weekly. 
Guaymas: Triweekly train service with the United States has been put in effect. 
The operation of the railroad has now passed irom Government control back into 
the hands of the Southern Pacific Co. 


TELEGRAPH AND RADIO STATIONS. 


Las Paz: Telegraph to San Jose del Cabo. 

Salina Cruz: The local office of the Central and South American Telegraph & Cable 

9.18 open for business, it being managed by Mr. Witham Wiseman, British vice 
consul. Small radio station is to be removed to Oaxaca. . 

Acapulco: Small Mexican radio station—telegraph generally out of commission. 

Manzanillo: The local telegraph office is in operation. Radio station in operation. 

Mazatlan: Radio station in operation. Telegraph occasionally in operation. 

Topolobampn: Telephone to Los Mochis. Telegraph from Mochis. 

uaymas: Radio station and telegraph in full commission. 


SHIPPING. 


La Paz: American steamers Golden Gate, Anvil, San Pedro; occasionally Mexican, 
oryan IT. 
Salina Cruz: Small British steamers, occasional Japanese and small American 
steamers, 
Acapulco: Generally none except gunboat Guerrero, which brings food. 
fanzanillo: American steamer Centralia and others with dynamite for mine com- 
panies, and general cargo. 
Mazatlan: Little shipping. occasional vessel stops in with general cargo. 
opolobampo: Scarcely any shipping at all. 
Guaymas: Kegligible amount of shipping. 
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Soon after submitting the above report I received the following 


telegram from the department: 
SEPTEMBER 9, 1916, 


Department of State desires to obtain immediately, for information American com- 
missioners, telegraphic report covering new developments in Mexico as follows: 
First, political conditions; second, financial conditions; third, food and economic 
status; fourth, resumption of work in mining districts; fifth, manifest betterment or 
reverse in transportation facilities since recognition; sixth, general attitude authorities 
and populace toward foreign interests. Submit telegraphic report to Navy Depart- 
ment. 


I replied to his telegram as follows: 

SEPTEMBER 10, 1916. 
Govt. Opnav., Washington. 

First. Government forces in control principal towne and in general control west 
coast. Villistas reported active in States of Jalisco, Colima, and Michoacan. Reac- 
tionaries active in State of Oaxaca, Zapatistas in State of Guerrero passive at present. 
Yaqui Indians questionable factor in State of Sonora: Mavo Indians reported broken 
up as unit. No apparent. interest recent municipal elections; no voting at all Man- 
zanillo; few votes elsewhere. People generallv indicate passive faith in govermnent 
except Guavamas district, where antagonism de facto government said to be growing. 

Second. Financial question considered very serious and present greatest problem, 
Business interests are demanding sound financial basis. Enforcement by military 
authorities of various paper currency on people, its depreciation and subsequent 
annulment, and frequent changes in paper currency have stagnated business. Perple 
have no faith in paper currency. No silver in circulation except Lower California 
and small amount Manzanillo, Latest issue infalsificables greatly depreciated. Mer- 
chants will not import because duties must be paid in gold or silver and sales nade 
for piper. 

Third. Food question improved somewhat since June, expecially La Paz, and not 
immediately serious for peon class, but improvement considered only temporary, due 
to general cessation agricultural pursuits. Very little importation and general scarcity 
corn and flour. Foodstutfs generally under supervision military authorities, who 
restrict shipments and occasicnally commandeer paving in paper. Food in general 
use is uncultivated products from surrounding country. Economic conditions bad, 
because capital lacks confidence and labor lacks employment. 

Fourth. Mines reported resuming work to certain extent, taking chances rather 
than close. Strikes occasionally agitated. Trouble experienced obtaining supplies. 
Laborers prefer payment in food and supplies rather than depreciating paper cur- 
rency. Militarv authorities State of Jalisco and Colima have facilitated shipments 
for mine companies to and from Manzanillo, Richardson Co., Yaqui Valley, and 
United Sugar C9., Mochis, rather inactive, awaiting developments. Industries as 8 
whole not operating to anv extent. 

Fifth. Transportation by rail generally improving. Rolling stock greatly de- 
teriorated. Train service with irregular schedules reported in operation Guaymas, 
Topolobampo, Mazatlan, Manzanillo, Salina Cruz. Little shipping by sea. 

Sixth. General outward attitude authorities cordial, populace indifferent. Be- 
lieved generally suspicious Americans and would be actively antagonistic slightest 
excuse. Americans returning Yaqui Valley found peons ocenpying farme reluctant 
to move off claiming Mexican authorities in June authorized confiscation American 
owned lands. 


Attention invited my written report August 21. | 
CAPERTON. 


The CuarrMan. That telegram or radiogram which you have Just 
read was in answer to the department's inquiry? 

Admiral CAPERTON. Yes, sir. ` 

The CHAmMAN. Based upon the fact that the commission wanted 
that information ? 

Admiral ÇAPERTON. Yes, sir. 

The CHarRMAN. Do you recall what commission that was? Was 
it the Mexico-American mission headed by Secretary Lane on the 
one side and on the other by the later Mexican ambassador, Bonillas, 
Luis Cabrera, and others ? 
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Admiral CAaPERTON. I am unable to state, sir. I do not know. 

The CHAIRMAN. You do not know what commission wanted that 
information ? 

Admiral CAPERTON. No, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. You had, however, prior to the receipt of this 
telegraphic request already covered these various matters in your 
report? 

Admiral CAPERTON. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrMAN. If the Navy Department had examined your 
report they could have ascertained these facts without wiring you 
specifically for them, I presume ? 

Admiral Caperton. It should have been in the department at 
that time, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. Very well; you may proceed. 

Admiral CaPpERTON. Impressions of political situation. General 
warfare has now been going on in Mexico for a number of years. 
The peon has been weaned away from agriculture and other peaceful 
pursuits in order to ally himself to one or another of the various 
leaders that heve pbtained local control. I believe that the peon has 
wearied of the continuous strife, and were it not for the ambitious 
agitators he would gladly resume his work of tilling the soil or mining 
its products provided he can be protected and has not become so 
hardened as to prefer the probably more profitable and less.irksome 
a pation of serving some chieftain in local power for the time 
eing. l 
However, there is no incentive for him to return to profitable peace- 
ful pursuits, for no sooner are his crops harvested or success attained 
in some other line than raiders appear or taxation and confiscation 
otherwise rob him. I do not believe that peace and law and order 
can be restored in Mexico except by a dictator, be he from within or 
from without. The country to my mind is disintegrating into the 
tribal state. At one time I learned of a considerable movement of 
Mexican troops from Sonora to Jalisco and vice versa. I learned 
that this was being done because the troops that were in Sonora 
originally came from Jalisco and therefore they did not care to fight 
in Sonora, and on account of the discontent they had to be returned 
to Jalisco. The same seems to apply to all troops that were sent out 
of their own States to fight. 

I do not believe that the majority of the military leaders purpose 
to serve any central government except as may be personally agree- 
able or profitable. There may be some who are anxious to really 
ave a strong central government, but I do not think that any central 
government can muster enough adherents or strength at this time to 
enforce itself throughout Mexico. The many years of strife have so 
rent the country that it would certainly take a phenomenal Mexican 
to piece and hold together the scattered remnants. The Mexicans 
travel little. : 

The residents of one State do not know much of the other States. 

ey have their own interests and do not care to have officials of 
other States unknown to them dictate their affairs. A central gov- 
ernment means to them only additional taxation interference. Í do 
elieve that a great number of the better class of Mexicans have 
endeavored to keep clear of political and military developments and 
are as anxiously as we awaiting a return to more settled conditions. 
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A number of them have exiled themselves until the establishment of 
a central government that can really rule. I have always found the 
authorities most polite and courteous. It is a trait of the Latin race. 
I believe that at least some of our difficulties with Mexico have been 
the result of our lack of understanding of the Latin race and tempera- 
ment. To obtain a desired result, the method of approach and con- 
duct with a Latin should be different from that accorded an Anglo- 
Saxon or other race. 

Foreign activities in Mexico. (a) Movement of Japanese subjects 
along the coast: On various occasions I was informed of a possible 
concerted movement on the part of the Japanese to smuggle imm- 
grants into the United States through Mexico. The Japanese main- 
tain a line of steamers to Salina Cruz and occasionally to Manzanillo, 
and upon arrival at these ports it would be reported that some 
Japanese would be landed. As far as I could ascertain there is 
without doubt a certain unlawful influx into this country of Japanese 
via Lower California and the mouth of the Colorado River, but it ts 
not believed that this indicates a general organized movement on the 

art of the Japanese, but is simply for the commercial benefit of the 
individuals or companies concerned. No activities other than unlaw- 
ful entry into the county have been discovered. As far as could be 
determined, the Japanese along the coast were engaged principally 
in the fishing business. 

In February, 1917, the ea pau? steamer Aotohira Maru arrived at 
Manzani'lo from Japan and landed 900 cases, ranging in weight from 
100 pounds to 10 tons each, which contained machinery for an 
ammunition plant, and machine guns, rifles, and potash. The 
alleged destination of the material was Mexico City. 

(b) Activities with Salvador: In November, 1916, it was reported 
that the Mexican transport Jesus Carranza had sailed for Salvador 
to obtain some arms i ammunition that had been taken there when 
the Huerta forces evacuated Guaymas, Manzanillo, and Mazatlan 
in 1914. This activity in Salvador caused a suspicion that the arms 
and ammunition might be intended for the discontents of Nicaragua. 
of which there were some due to the presidential elections held shortly 
before. It had been reported that Irias, who was active in Nica- 
raguan affairs and who had taken part in the revolution of 1912 
might possibly be fomenting trouble for the Nicaraguan Government, 
especially in view of his recent failure to establish himself in Me- 
aragua., It was known through rumors and through the press that 
Irias was contemplating the establishment ot a supergovernment of 
Central America with himself at the head. German agents were 
supposed to be active in this plot, basing their activities from Mexico 
City. [rias was to head revolutions in Nicaragua, Salvador, and 
Costa Rica, and then overthrow the other countries. The existence 
of this plan was confirmed by persons in Guatemala when I visited 
that country in Mav, 1917, to thank President Cabrera for breaking 
relations with the İmperial German Government. I ascertained at 
this time that the reasons that Guatemala had broken with Germany 
in reality: 

(a) Fear of aggression by Mexico and Salvador. 

(b) Opportunity to increase friendship of United States with con- 
sequent advantages In trade and protection. ‘ 

(c) Opportunity to confiscate large German estates. 
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(d Desire to strengthen Cabrera administration. Therefore, it 
could well be believed that the activities of the Jesus Carranza might 
be in connection with this superplot concocted by German agents in 
Mexico and Central America and by Irias. 

I directed two of my ships to quietly shadow the Jesus Carranza. 
I was informed that the Jesus Carranza had taken on arms and ammu- 
nition at Acajutla and at La Libertad, and one of my vessels trailed 
hersufficiently to determine that she was destined for a northern rather 
than a southern port. About November 29, 1916, the buffalo at 
Manzanillo reported the arrival of the Carranza at that place and 
that she had discharged about 100 miscellaneous packages of ammu- 
nition and quite a number of Mauser and Remington rifles. These 
were shipped supposedly for Mexico City. Some weeks later the Jesus 
(orranza fitted out for a return trip to Salvador, and on January 8, 
1917, sailed for Manzanillo carrying complete radio outfit, including 
towers and an aeroplane said to be a present from the Mexican 
Government to the Government of Salvador. The Jesus Carranza 
returned to Manzanillo on February 13 with another shipment of 
arms and ammunition. 

Conclusion: While in command on both coasts, I made every 
endeavor to be nearest the possible scene of trouble and to make 
dispositions to protect Americans and other foreigners. In case of 
fighting ashore in the cities between the various factions, I endeavored 
to have the leaders establish neutral zone. I knew that it was my 
mission not to be a party to bloodshed or the use of force unless 
directed by the department, and my protection consisted, therefore, 
mainly of protests and asylum. 

The CHAIRMAN. Admiral, you have stated as one of the reasons for 
Guatemala breaking relations with Germany their desire to strengthen 
the Cabrera government. The Cabrera government to which you 
refer is that of Estrada Cabrera, the President of Guatemala ? 

. Admiral CAPERTON. Yes, sit. 

The CHainMAN. This general summary of your impressions, with 
reference to political as well as other conditions in Mexico, represents 
your impressions of those conditions or your Judgment of those con- 
ditions at the present date, does it? That is, of a recent date. as well 
as at the time vou were actually in command on the west coast ? 

Admiral Caprertron. Yes, sir. 

The CHatrman. You have referred to the firing upon a boat of 
Yours at Tamnvico in 1915? Who made the attack upon this boat at 
that time, if you know? 

Admiral Carperton. As I remember, it was made by persons on 
shore, on the wharf. 

he Carman. You do not know to what faction they belonged, 
Whether to the Carrancistas or Huertas ? 

Admiral CAPERTON. Of course, that was before I took command. 

The Coamman. The incident I am referring to took place at 
ampico, when vou sent a boat up the river. 

Admiral Caperron. Oh, I was thinking about another incident. 
The Cuatrrman. That was in 1915, when you sent a boat up the 
river, 

Admiral Caperton. They were fired on by the Villistas. 

he Cuarrman. Were the Villistas at that time attempting to 
attack Tampico ? 
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Admiral CAPERTON. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrMAN. By whom was Tampico held at that time? 

Admiral CAPERTON. It was held by the Carrancistas. 

The CHatRMAN. Was any representation of official character or any 
protest made to anyone on account of the firing on your boat? 

Admiral CAPERTON. I think not, bacause after reaching the head- 
quarters of the general, he explained to us that his forces were 
roving all through the country around him, and that he, as I remem- 
ber, regretted the incident; but still we found them at every turn. on 
returning the next day, at every point very aggressive and bitter. 
you might say, and at times we were very fearful of the lives of 
the Darty. 

The CuarrMan. Do you recall whether vou made a report of that 
incident of the firing upon this boat to Washington ? 

Admiral CAPERTON. Oh, I think I did, sir, because I have a copy of 
the instance somewhere in my possession, and I am sure I made an 
official report, as I always reported all such incidents. When I said 
a moment ago that I had not made a protest, I thought you meant by 
telegraph or radio. 

The CHarRMAN. You did get into communication with the general, 
or someone who claimed to be in command of these Villistas who fired 
upon vonr boat? 

Admiral CAPERTON. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrMan. And he explained it as you have indicated? 

Admiral CAPERTON. Yes, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. And you are confident that vou did report the 
incident to Washington ¢ 

Admiral CAPERTON. Yes, sir. 

The CharRMan. You did not take command of the fleet and were 
not on the west coast until after this Mazatlan incident occurred, to 
which vou have referred ¢ 

Admiral CAPERTON. No, sir. 

The CuarrMaN. So that, personally, you are not cognizant of the 
facts, excent through reports that you have seen ? 

Admiral CAPERTON, No, sir. 

The CuarRMAN. There is present with vou now, I think, one of the 
officers who was with the fleet when you took command on the west 
coast ¢ 

Admiral CAPERTON. Yes, sir; Commander Beauregard, who was 
my secretary after I took command, and who had been flag lieutenant 
with Admiral Winslow. 

The CuarkMan. Who was your predecessor ? 

Admiral CaPERTON, Yes, sir. Commander Beauregard became 
my flag secretary when I took command. 

‘The CHAIRMAN. Admiral, vou have stated as vour conclusion and 
in vour judgment, that order and peace can not be restored and mam- 
tained and a central government established in Mexico, except by 4 
dictatorship, from within or without. Could you, from your knowl- 
edge of the leaders in Mexico at that time and up to the present time 
name anyone whom you think could, if he wanted to, and would} 
he could, establish an orderly aad peacable government, and could 
maintain suen in Mexico —any man in Mexico? 

Admiral Caperton. I do not believe that I could pick out such a 
man, ‘Phere may be some, but under present conditions, and having 
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had the experience that I have had while on both the coasts, I do 
not believe that I could do so. 

The CHairMAN. Not directing your attention to any particular 
name, of course, or making any invidious distinctions, the state- 
ment vou have made applies generally, does it? 

Admiral CAPERTON. Yes, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. You came in contact with this man Irias, who 
was a revolutionist in Nicaragua and a candidate for the presidency 
of Nicaragua, personally, in the discharge of your official duties, 
did vou? | 

Admiral CAPERTON. Yes, sir. 

The CHarRMAN. Where was that? 

Admiral CaPERTON. That was in Managua, the capital of Nicaragua. 

The CHarRMAN. Under what circumstances, might I ask, or have 
vou any hesitancy in stating what the circumstances were which 
brought you together? Of course, if I ask you any questions which 
you prefer not to answer, I withdraw them. 

Admiral Caperton. Yes, sir. At the time that I mention, I was 
in the Gulf of Fonseca, making a survey of that Gulf, with a view to 
establishing a naval station. 

The CuainMan. You were making a survey following the 
Nicaraguan treaty with this Government ? 

Admiral Caperton. Yes, sir; I communicated with the minister 
at Managua, who asked me to pay him a visit. I went to Corinto 
with my flagship and with part of my staff, went by rail to Managua, 
and there saw the minister and remained with him some time, as 
the election was approaching at that time and the various candidates 
of the diferent factions were drawing together in Managua. Among 
that number was Julian Irias and a Dr. Espinosa and many others, 
and it was while I was there that 1 met all these various candidates 


of the different factions. 


The CHatrMaNn. Did you have any talk with him about his aspira- 
tons, or what he was trying to do? 

Admiral CAPERTON. Yes, sir. I met him on several occasions, 
and on one occasion I met him at our legation, and was present at an 
interview he had with our minister at that time, in regard to the 
elections generally and his candidacy, and the general situation, as 
our minister was holding such conferences with the various factions, 

The CHarrMan. The purpose of such conferences, so far as we 
were concerned, through our minister, I presume, was to prevent 
any armed disturbance or factional disturbance of a violent char- 
acter during the election ? 

Admiral CAPERTON. Yes, sir; that was the general idea. He was 
trving to have the elections pass off peacefully at that time, as they 
had been very much to the contrary at other times. 

The Cuatrwan. As a result of this conference, and immediately 
following the conference, what became of Julius Irias and his can- 
didaey, if you know ? 

Admiral Capertosx. During the conference, I might sav. Mr. Irias 
Was so well convinced that he would not make a good candidate that 
he announced at that time that he would withdraw from the can- 
didaev, and also would not allow any one of his party to run. 

The Cmartman. What was the general business of this gentleman 
Mas, as far as vou were able to ascertain, in Central America? 


car 
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Admiral CAPERTON. As far as I could hear, he was a general dis- 
turber and agitator, and a man of not very enviable reputation. 

The CHAIRMAN, From what you learned in your investigations 
concerning Irias, and also in your investigations concerning Mexico, 
was there anv connection between Irias and the Mexicans, aside 
from the machinations of the Germans in the City of Mexico? That 
is, were the machinations carried on through the instrumentality of 
Mexicans or were they carried on by Germans? 

Admiral CAPERTON. That I could not tell exactly. There were 
some Germans; in fact, many of them in Nicaragua at that time. 

The CHarRMan. Was the sympathy, as nearly as you could under- 
stand it, of the Mexican officials in Mexico at that time with or against 
Irias in his ambitions and aspirations ? 

Admiral CAPERTON. It was our impression that they were with 
him, and were more or less behind him. 

The CrarrMan. Admiral, we are very much indebted to vou, sir, 
for the statement which vou have made, and for being kind enough 
to attend the sessions of the committee, and we thank vou very much, 


STATEMENT OF COMMANDER A. T. BEAUREGARD. 


The CHAIRMAN. You may state your name. 

Commander BEAUREGARD. A. T. Beauregard. 

The CuaiRMAN. Commander, you were with Admiral Winslow when 
he was in command of the fleet on the west coast of Mexico, were you! 
Commander BEAUREGARD. Yes, sir: I was serving on his staff. 

The CuarrMan. Were you, during this time, at Mazatlan, Mexico, 
or near there ? 

Commander BEAUREGARD. We were off Mazatlan shortly after the 
firing upon one of the boats of the Annapolis. l 

The CHAIRMAN. The Annapolis was one of the American ships 
under the command of Admiral Winslow ? 

Commander BEAUREGARD. Yes, sir; engaged at that time in the 
American patrol of Mexico, and at that time happened to be at 
Mazatlan. 

The CuarrMan. In the performance of your duties do you know 
just what occurred with reference to the firing upon the bout of the 
Anna polis ¢ 

Commander BEAUREGARD. Yes, sir. I saw all the reports upon the 
occurrence, and likewise read the court of inquiry in the matter. 

The CuarrMaN. What was the date of the occasion, Commander! 

Commander BeEAtREGARD, To the best of my knowledge, it was 
approximately June 15, 1916. 

The CiatkMAn. Now, will you kindly state what occurred there, 
what that incident Was ¢ : 

Commander BEAUREGARD, The flagshipwasin United States waters, 
and we received a radiogram from the Annapolis reporting that her 
boat, a motor sailer, I think, had been fired upon; that one man had been 
killed and others injured, and that two officers were being held ashore. 
J think that is the general tenor of the first news that we had. 
think, to sum up, that the commanding oflicer of the Annapolis sent 
his bout ashore, as he desired to send a Message by an officer to the 
American consul, or Whoever Was acting as American consul at that 
time. The boat had arms, but they were concealed. That was m 
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i view of the general tenseness of the situation. As soon as the boat 

' ran alongside of the pier and the two officers landed, they were imme- 
diately seized by Mexicans, and, as I remember, one of those that 
did the seizing wore a Mexicen uniform of some sort, probably a cus- 
tomhouse officer or one of the Carranza officers. 

fforts were then made by the Mexicans to seize the boat and crew, 
hut the officer in charge, divining their motive, shouted out to the 
boat crew to shove off quickly and return to the ship. This they did, 
whereupon the Mexicans opened fire upon the beat. All during this 
time the American flag was flying on the boat. After being fired 
won, and while returning to the ship, the beat crew broke out their 
arms and ammunition and in their defense returned the fire. 

The officers were marched up to the local authorities and were im- 
prisoned, various threats and menaces being inflicted upon them, 
both during their way through the town as well as after they arrived. 

Later, I do not recall whether it was the same day or the next, 
through concerted efforts of Americans and others on shore, and after 
an investigation, the officers were allowed to return to their shin; but 
their progress through the city was extremely dangerous, and they 
themselves, I understand, attribute their escape, we might sav, bac 
tothe ship as due to the efforts of a Mrs. Brown, who was the Mexican 
wife of an American there, who scemed to have great influence with 
the Mexicans, and who accompanied them down to the boat; in fact, 
off to the ship. 

A report of the matter was made hy Admiral Winslow to the de- 
partment. The commanding officer of the Anna polis, in view of the 
policy of noninterference on shore, withheld the fire of his battery 
from protecting his boat, as he saw that there would be a useless loss of 
Innocent lives, as the docks were somewhat crowded. 

The CHarrwan. Was there any official demand made by Admiral 
Winslow, or those under his command, for the release of the officers? 

Capt. BEAUREGARD. The report of their release was received so soon 
after the original report that the admiral, I dp not think, had time to 
take any action on that particular matter. 

The Cuarrman. Did the admiral make a protest, or require of the 
Mexican authorities at Mazatlan, or the authorities at Mexico City, 
any apology or explanation for the firing upon his boat and seizure of 

his officers ? ° 

Capt. BEatrEGARD. No, sir: that entire matter was referred to the 
department in Washington. In view of Admiral Mayo’s experience 
acquired when his boat was insulted at Tampico, you might say, it was 
considered proper to leave that to the department. 

The CHaiRMAN. In view of these conditions, and of the orders from 
the department to the admiral in command, as has been shown in 
the testimony of Admiral Caperton, it was not considered the duty 
of the admiral or officer in command at Mazatlan, or in general com- 
mand of the fleet, to himself take any action in the way of a protest, 
or demand for an apology, or reparation, but to refer the matter 
entirely to Washington for action and instructions ? 

Capt. BeauREGARD. Yes, sir. The admiral could have recourse 
only to protests, not demands. Shortly after Admiral Mayo’s ulti- 
matum at Tampico the naval regulations were amended, to make 
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sure that no officer issued any ultimatum to any government or 
official until the department had been communicated with and had 
approved such action. 

he CHAIRMAN. Then, under the orders as they stand now, and as 
they stood at the time of the Mazatlan incident, if you were in charge 
of an American ship in foreign waters, and your boat, under your flag 
and manned by your sailors, was fired upon, you would not consider 
that you had the authority or would be justified in returning the fire, 
or in later demanding an explanation or reparation, without referring 
the matter to Washington ? 

Capt. BEAUREGARD. It would depend a good deal upon the cir- 
cumstances. The regulations provide that if force is used to seize one 
of your boats, force must be used to repel the same. Of course, the 
different methods of action would depend upon the seriousness of the 
‘situation and existing instructions. If a good many innocent people 
would be affected, I do not think any American commander would 
deliberately shell so as to injure them. 

The CHAIRMAN. Ordinarily, would not an American commander 
demand an explanation of the authorities in command at such a 
port as Mazatlan, for action similar to that which you have described! 

Capt. BEAUREGARD. Yes, sir; an explanation would be requested 
of the official in charge, military or otherwise, and endeavor would be 
made to obtain the release of any of our persons arrested, but under 
existing conditions and instructions force is not to be used, as | 
understand it. 

The CHAIRMAN. Aside from the question of using force, was any 
explanation demanded by the commander of the Annapolis, or any 
apology demanded by him? 

Capt. BEAUREGARD. I do not recall that particular feature, but 
I do know that this was brought to the attention of the Mexican 
authorities in Mexico City, and that Gen. Obregon sometime later 
sent out the Mexican version of the Mazatlan incident. 

The CiAIRMAN. Have you that version? 

Capt. BEAUREGARD. I have a copy of it. It is a telegram from 
Mexico City, June 18, to the military commander of the port of 
Manzanillo, received June 19, 1916, and reads as follows: 

To-day at 11.30 a. m., while two American officers bringing a message from the cap- 
tain of the ship Annapolis to the AmericAn consul were disembarking at the whart ol 
this port, some drunken individual who happened to be there, fired upon them. The 
crew who brought them in returned the fire, and several of our soldiers, who acci- 
dentally happened to be on the scene of activities, in their turn answered the fire of 
the crew, the fusilade of the crew resulting in the wounding of two constitutional 
soldiers, and of the individual who started the shooting. The American officers were 
detained at. the commandancia militar of the port, and explanations having been made 
I allowed them to return on board the Annapolis, in this manner considering the Mc 
dent closed. 

Alfectionately, the minister, 
A. OBREGON. 

The CuarrmMan. Were either of the mombers of the crew of the 
ship Anna polis or the boat crew from the ship Annapolis injured m 
the firing ? 

Capt. BEAUREGARD. Ono man was killed, and I think others were 
wounded. 

The CHAIRMAN. From your investigations and your knowledge 
of the facts, was the statement of the local commander to Gen. 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 3219 


Obregon, afterwards given out by Gen. Obregon, as in the dispatch 
that you have read, correct, as to how the difficulty started ? 

Capt. BEAUREGARD. Not as reported by the commanding officer of 
the Annapolis, or as reported in the court of inquiry. 

The CHAIRMAN. Captain, how long have you been in the naval 
service ? 

Capt. BEAUREGARD. I entered the Naval Academy in 1903. 

The CHAIRMAN. When did you join the Navy off the coast of 
Mexico ? ; : 

Capt. BEAUREGARD. I have served several times off both coasts 
of Mexico. I served on the staff of Admiral Winslow and Admiral 
McLean on the east coast of Mexico, and with Admiral Winslow and 
Admiral Caperton on the west coast of Mexico. 

The CHAIRMAN. During the period of your service, have you 
served in South American and Central American waters? 

_ Capt. BEAUREGARD. Yes, sir; I have cruised four times to South 
America and about as many times to Central America. 

The CHAIRMAN. Captain, may I ask you what State you are a 
native of ? 

Capt. BEAUREGARD. I am a native of Texas. 

The CHarRMAN. Do you speak any other than the English language? 

Capt. BEAUREGARD. Spanish and French fairly well. 

The CuarrMAN. Did you speak either of those languages prior to 
entering Annapolis ? | 

Capt. BEAUREGARD. Yes, sir; both. 

The CHAIRMAN. You were then able to confer with the natives of 
Mexico, Central America, and South America in their own tongue} 

Capt. BEAUREGARD. Yes, sir; I have done that sort of work for 
the admirals on whose staff I have served. 

The CHarrMan. Have you acted as interpreter or translator for 
the admirals in the performance of their duties ? 

Capt. BEAUREGARD. Yes, sir. 

The CuarkMaANn. You have thus come in contact with many of the 
officials of the Mexican Government, as well as of the other Govern- 
ments in Latin America, have you not? 

Capt. BEAUREGARD. Yes, sir; I accompanied the admiral and 
spoke for him on nearly all occasions when the official upon whom we 
called could not talk English, but only Spanish. 

_ The CHarrman. You have been interested, more or less I presume, 
in Mexican conditions during the last few years, have you? 

Capt. BEAUREGARD. Yes, sir: I have been intensely interested in 
all Latin-American affairs, as I have met so many people in those 
countries. 

The CuarrMan. In that portion of Texas where you were born, 
are there many descendents of the Spanish race? 

Capt. BEAUREGARD. There are a great many Mexicans. My 
father owned: a ranch near San Antonio, Tex., and until I was 11 
years old I grew up among Mexicans on the ranch. 

The CHAIRMAN. You have had a somewhat extensive acquaintance 
among those who have been more or less prominent in Mexico 
uring the last few years, have you? 7 

apt. BEAUREGARD. Yes, sit: I have met several, and have read 
and followed quite a good deal of the operations of some of the others. 
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The CHAIRMAN. We, as a committee, are directed by the Senate of 
the United States, to report to that body suggestions as to how to 
avoid, if possible to do so, in the future the many lamentable occur- 
rences of the past few years, resulting in deaths, outrages, loss of 
property, eic., to American citizens in Mexico, and of course, as a 
part of that inquirv to go into conditions in Mexico generally, and to 
form some conclusion, if possible to arrive at any conclusion, as to 
what may be looked forward to for Mexico itself as to the rehabilita- 
tion, the establishment, and maintenance of law and order and peace 
in that country. What is your judgment upon that matter? Do vou 
believe that the Mexicans themselves, living in Mexico, are capable 
of forming and maintaining a responsible, orderly, and peaceable 
government ¢ 

Capt. BEAUREGARD. I think that a good many of the people would 
welcome law and order again, but I do not think that the leaders 
would all pull together. I think that has been demonstrated by the 
number of breaks that have already occurred since the time of Porfirio 
Diaz. 

The CuarrMaN. Do you know any prominent native or Mexican in 
Mexico at this time who you believe can, through instrumentalities m 
Mexico itself, establish and maintain a central government, peaceable 
and orderly and capable and willing to perform international and 
national duties? Can you, in running over them in your mind, 
picture such a man ? 

Capt. BEAUREGARD. I can not picture one that could actually 
control the whole country. I think there are probably a number of 
men that would be good presidents of Mexico, but 1 do not think that 
thev could keep the necessary support that would make a strong 
centralized government. The States, I think, due to the long perio 
of revolution, have absorbed a good deal of the central power, and 
now do not care to give it up. I think that is particularly true of 
Lower California, and probably some of the western States. 

The CHAIRMAN. So lone as the diferent States can of themselves 
maintain practically a separate government from the central govern- 
ment, it gives an outlet for the ambitions of individuals, which outlet 
would be somewhat closed to ambition if there was a eentral govern- 
ment which all should support, as in the United States? 

Capt. BEAUREGARD. Yes, sir: I think a good deal of the trouble 
there is due to the agitators, and of course, any strong central Govern- 
ment must be capable of promptly suppressing such agitators, m 
order to hold itself in power. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is the situation in Mexico complicated also 
because of racial and other differences existing in the character of the 
citizens of the different States of the Republic ? 

Capt. BEAUREGARD. I think that the Yaqui Indians hold then- 
selves rather aloof from the Mexicans proper, and so do a number of 
those in the southern States, and, according to our investigations, 
those in Oaxaca have never recognized the authority of Carranza, 
and still more or less profess to be adherents of old Porfirio Diaz. 

The CHAIRMAN. You knew something of the basic stock of the 
citizens of Sonora, for example, including the Yaqui Indians, did you 
not? 

Capt. BEAUREGARD. Very little of that, sir. 

The CHArRMAN. What is the basic stock of all Mexico? 

Capt. BEAUREGARD. Indian and Spanish. 
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The CHAIRMAN. Are there very many different and distinct tribes 
of Indians ? 

Capt. BEAUREGARD. Yes, sir; it is a mixture, as I understand it, 
of Spanish and the various Indian tribes. 

The CHAIRMAN. And those Indian tribes themselves, do not at any 
time constitute a homogeneous population of what is now the Mexican 
Republic ? 

Capt. BEAUREGARD. No, sir. 

The CuHaiRMAN. So that all of those are graftings of the Spanish 
blood upon the Indian stock, and not upon one stock, but upon a 
variety of Indian stocks, as I understand it? | 

Capt. BEAUREGARD. Yes, sir. 

Tho CHainMAN. Is there any similarity that you have been able to 
see between the Opatas, Pima Altas, the Yaquis, or Papagos, in 
Sonora and the northern part of the country, and the original stock of 
Yucatan, for example ? 

Cant. BEAUREGARD. I do not recall that. I have never actually 
been in Yucatan. 

The CyarrMAn. Well. in southern Mexico, Tampico and Vera 
Cruz, are the Mexicans of very similar appearance and characteristics 
to those of Sonora ? 

Capt. BEAUREGARD. No, sir; they are somewhat different. That 
was especially noticeable when Gen. Carranza entered Vera Cruz, 
because we could detect the northern troops distinctly from those 
of the southern and eastern States. We could seo those differences. 

The CuarRMAN. It was vory noticeable ? 

Capt. BEAUREGARD. Yes, SIr. 

The Cuarrman. I think that is all, Captain. Thank you vory 
much. 

The committee will adjourn, subject to the call of the chairman. 

(Whereupon, at 4.45 p. m., the committee adjourned, subject to the 
call of the chairman.) 
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THURSDAY, MAY 20, 1920. 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to the call of the chairman, at 
1? o'clock noon in room 128, Senate Office Building, Senator Albert 
B. Fall presiding. 

The CHaIRMAN. The committee will come to order. Captain, you 
may be sworn. Will you give your full name, please ? 


| 
| 
| 
| TESTIMONY OF CAPT. W. M. HANSON. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


The witness was duly sworn by the chairman. 

Capt. Hanson. My name is W. M. Hanson. 

The CHarnMaN. Where do you live? 

Capt. Hanson. I live in San Antonio, Tex. 

The CuarrMAN. How long have you lived in Texas? 

Capt. Hanson. All my life. , 

The CHAIRMAN. You are a citizen of the United States, of course ? 

Capt. HAnson. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. What is your present official position, if any? 

Capt. Hanson. Senior captain of the Texas State Rangers. 

The CHarrMan. How long have you been with the subcommittee 
on Mexican affairs, investigating ? 

Capt. Hanson. Since September 1, 1919. 

The CHarrman. Captain, what official positions, if any, have you 
held prior to your present position as captain of the Texas Rangers— 
senior captain ? 

Capt. Hanson. Deputy sheriff and deputy United States marshal 
from 1884 to 1898: Ta deputy United States marshal of the west- 
em district of Texas, 1898 to 1902, stationed on the Rio Grande 
border. Then I was appointed United States marshal for the south- 
ern district of Texas under Mr. Roosevelt in 1902 and served in that 
capacity until 1906. I was reappointed, resigned, and went to 
Mexico, in the ranch business. 

The CHarrmax. What year did you go to Mexico? 

Capt. Hanson. In 1906. 

The Cuairman. Why did you go to Mexico? 

Capt. Hanson. Mexico was an undeveloped country, and I saw 
the tide of immigration turning south. I interested some friends in 

t. Paul and went there to buy ranch property and to make it my 
Permanent home. 

‘he Cmarrman. Did you purchase popi y there and reside there í 

Capt. Haxson. Yes, sir; we purchased the Hacienda el Conejo. 
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That was the main ranch, situated on the Guyallejo River, about 
80 miles northwest of Tampico, on what was then the Mexican (en- 
tral Railway, later the Monterey branch of the Mexican National 
Railways of Mexico. 

The CHAIRMAN. What business were you proposing to engage in 
on this ranch—cattle ranch, stock ranch, or ae er 

Capt. Hanson. Cattle and fa ming. We planted 600 acres of 
cit us fruit, and in addition to that we improved the ranch very 
highly and we wee raising stock, cattle, and horses and mules. 

The CuairMAN. In raising the crops and in developing this ranch, 
did you depend upon the rainfall or did you use — 

Capt. Hanson (interposing). No, sir; we had irrigation; 14,000,000 
gallons of water a day that we brought through a canal by gravitation 
to the property. 

The CuatrMan. Did you purchase or secure your water rights for 
the use of this water and rights of way for the canal under the laws 
of Mexico? 
© Capt. Hanson. We purchased the water with the ranch. The 
owner of the ranch had p:eviously secured therights fromthe Mexican 
Gove nment. . 

The Cuarrmax. From whom was the title to this ranch derived, 
and about the date of the orginal title, if you know? 

Cant. Hanson. We had titles dating back to 1802 that were car- 
ried down to the owner, to the man that we bought if from, Mr. Ma- 
nuel de Leon. 

The CHAIRMAN. Your original titles then, dated back prior to the 
organization of the present so-called Mexican Republic; that is, 
prior to 1821 ? l 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. Did vou at any time have any serious question 
concerning your titles, either to water or to your land while you 
were there ¢ . 

Capt. Hanson. No, sir; everything up the time I left—that is. 
during Diaz’srégime, was perfectly quict, and wereceived fine p-otection 
and every assistance, and we worked in connection with the Gov- 
ernment, both the Diaz and Madero Government, for the betterment 
of Mexico. 

The CyarrMaNn. You have spoken of having 600 aces in citrus 
fruits. How old wee the trees? 

Capt. Hanson. They were just coming into beaving in 1914-4 
years old. We had just gathered our first grapefruit off of the first 
10-acre plot. In addition to that, we had about 1,000,000 trees; & 

eat many of them budded in nursery form. ; 

The CHAIRMAN. What other farm crops were you raising besides 
fruit ? a. 

Capt. Hanson. Corn, principally. 

The CHAIRMAN. About what was the acreage in corn? 

Capt. HANSON. About 2,000 acres. 

The CHAIRMAN. About how many cattle did you have on the ranch 
or adjoinng ranches ? 

Capt. Hanson. When we purchased the ranch we got 2,000 head 
of cattle with it. Then, in addition to that, we bought a few more 
and never sold any. We butchered a few cattle for home consump- 


tion. 
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The CHarRMAN. What were the conditions of the country with 
reference to order and peace and law being observed and enforced 
prior to the Madero revolution ? 

Capt. Hanson. I think that the conditions there were much 
better even than they were in the United States. There was no one 
who went armed, and, to give you an idea, I had a very large ranch 
house there, and I never had a key in my doors and never lost 
I0 cents’ worth of stuff out of the house, and the Mexicans on the 
ranch—several hundred—had access to it. 

The CHAIRMAN. You say there were several hundred Mexicans on 
the ranch. What was the labor which you used principally ? 

Capt. Hanson. The native labor, altogether. 

The CHarRMAN. Mexican labor ? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir. 

The CHainMAN. How many America’s were in your employ? 

Capt. Hanson. Oh, one or two. Probably two or three, during 
the whole time. But I had two citrus fruit experts employed all the 
time, ore from Cornell University and the other from California. 

The CHarrnmAN. Were they employed as experts in the raising of 
citrus fruits 2 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir; they were in charge of our citrus fruit 
industry. 

The Cuarrman. Why did you employ them from the Cornell Uni- 
versity and California, respectively; why did you not employ men 
from Mexico ? 

Capt. Hanson. Well, they did not understand much about the 
citrus fruit industry, and we bought the best brain we could. We 
employed the Cornell University man through the department here. 
We asked them to give us the best—to refer us to some one and they 
gave us this name—Prof. Crawford. 

The CuainMaN. What were his duties, and those of the California 
man? 

Capt. Hanson. Well, the California man, Mr. J. W. Heir, was in 
charge of the propagation of our citrus grove. He attended to the 
budding, the planting, etc., and Prof. Crawford, of the Cornell Uni- 
versity, came down to assist the Mexican Government, our associa- 
tion, and our citrus fruit growers in that section of the country in 
hghting what is known as the Trypeda Ludens fly, a fly that depre- 
dates on the fruit. He was in charge of that, in connection with the 
Mexican Government. 

ihe Coainman. By whom was he paid? 

Capt. Hanson. He was paid by our company, which was the Mexico 

and Co., and the Gulf Coast Citrus Fruit Association, which was 
composed of citrus fruit growers of the States of Tamaulipas, Nuevo 
on, Veracruz, and San Luis Potosi. I was president of that asso- 
Cation ‘Chis association was formed under the laws of Mexico and 
Was composed of Americans and Mexicans who worked in perfect har- 
Mony, and we were assisted from Mexico by their experts, Profs. 

andera and Millen. Our objects were to eliminate the pest before 
relerred to, “Trypeta Ludens,” and to arrange for marketing our 
ruit in foreign countries. 
e CHAIRMAN. Now, you speak of the California expert having 
charge of the budding, ete.; was he able to do all the work himsel 
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or did he have help, assistants ? 
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Capt. Hanson. Prior to his coming there, I employed Prof. Stiles, 
of Texas, who is an expert citrus-fruit man, to come down and spend 
10 days with me to teach some of my Mexicans how to bud. I paid 
him $500 and his expenses. When he arrived I picked out six of 
my best men; they were ignorant; only one or two could read and 
write; but they were very apt, and he taught them to bud. Then 
when Mr. Hair came down they assisted him. They got to be quite 
expert before I left there and could bud from two to three or four 
hundred trees a day. 

The Cuairman. Now, did the Mexicans—were there any Mexicans 
in that country who understood modern up-to-date citrus-fruit farm- 
ing, budding, etc. ? 

Capt. Hanson. No, sir; the natives, laborers, thought it a very 
foolish enterprise when he told them that we were going to plant citrus 
fruit there. Prof. Gandera and Prof. Millen, of Mexico City, were 
educated along that line, but inactive in our section. 

The CuairMaNn. Now, you say you were gathering your first crops. 
Were there any other bearing orchards in your neighborhood, larger 
or smaller ? 

Capt. Hanson. Only one, Mr. K. H. Merrem, of the Hacienda la 
Victoria, had probably 40 or 50 acres, and there were a few small 

roves near Monterey, Linares, Montemorales, Ciudad Victoria, 
‘olonia, Tampico, Rio Verde. In each colony there were minor 
developments along this line, but you may say exclusively by Ameri- 
cans. This industry was in its infancy, but the development had 
proven its future success. 

In addition to that, I want to state that during all this time that I 
was propagating the nursery any Mexican in the country was wel- 
come to come and take trees away. I was trying to introduce the 
citrus-fruit industry into that section of the country. A great many 
of them availed themselves of this opportunity, and had a few trees 
in different portions of that section. | 

The CHAIRMAN. How long had Merrem’s orchard been in bearing! 

Capt. Hanson. They were about the same age as ours. 

The Cuamman. Then you did not know what your orchard would 
have done; you had nothing to go by as to what it might have done 
had it been further developed ? 

Capt. Hanson. Only judging by the citrus-fruit industry at Tam- 
pico. Mr. MacDonald had 14 acres of oranges 11 years old that 

roduced about 10 boxes to the tree, that he sold for $4 a box. 
fr. Hopps also had a successful grove. 

The Caley, American gold ¢ 

Capt. Hanson. American gold, f. o. b. Tampico. They were 
shipped to Minneapolis and St. Paul, and that is what gave us tne idea 
of that being a citrus fruit country. In addition to that, we ha 
experts from California and Utah, and other places, who are thor- 
oughly conversant with the citrus fruit industry, and we had our soil 
and water analyzed, and after making a very extensive investigation 
we concluded that in as much as it was below the frost line, and with 
the climate and conditions that section was adapted to the citrus 
fruit industry. 

The CuairMan. How many Mexicans did you employ, or were 
you employing before you came out, in your operations there ! 
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Capt. Hanson. Upon our purchase of this ranch there was about 
20 or 25 families. It was an old broken down ranch, unimproved; 
had been formerly a cow ranch for many years, and the Mexicans 
were a little skeptical as to the Americans when I first arrived there. 
After employing these few that were on the ranch, they found that 
we were all right, and they much preferred to work for us, because 
we paid them better wages and treated them better, and housed them 
better than some of the Mexican ranch men in that country; there- 
fore, they began to flock to us and there was never a time up to the 
time I left there, but. what there was always a surplus of labor. 

The CHAIRMAN. What were the average wages paid when you went 
there for that character of work ? 

Capt. Hanson. Mr. DeLeon was paying 50 cents, Mexican money; 
when I left there we were paying as high as 2 pesos a day. We 
gradually increased their wages as we taught them how to do the 
work, and paid them in accordance with their capabilities. 

The Cuarrman. Now, did you furnish houses for your laborers to 
live in ? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir; we furnished wood, water, and houses, 
and we put a sewerage system all over the place, and that was all 
free to them; we did not charge them anything for that, and in addi- 
tion to that, we kept about a $4,000 commissary that we sold the 
goods at cost and carriage. We also furnished free medical atten- 
tion and free drugs. 

The CHairmMan. Did you have any experience while you were 
there, in the attempt to provide, or to offer opportunity to the Mexi- 
can laborers and others for providing themselves with their own 
homes ? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir. After Mr. Madero went into power it 
seemed that his policy was to divide the land and give each Mexican 
inthe country a home. I cut off on the opposite side of the river 
about a quarter of a mile from the main ranch, a town site divided 
into lots 40 by 80 meters, and every lot fronting on the river. I 
offered any Mexican regardless of whether he worked on our place or 
not, that would come and build a house, that I would deed i the 
land the first night he moved his family into it. And there was to 
be no restriction with the exception of the sale of liquor. 

He was not to sell anv liquor. He could sell the next day if he 
wanted to, or he could do anything with it, and he was under no 
obligations even to work for our company, but all we wanted him 
to do was to build him a house, and [ went so far as to offer to give 
him the palm to roof it with, and the wood, the logs out of the woods 
to build it with, and loan him teams, wagons, and carts to haul it, 
and to pay him wages while he was doing it, to be taken out 50 
cents every two weeks, in order that he might live and support his 
family while he was building a house. 

The Cnairmax. That is, vou mean to say that vou would take 50 
cents out of his wages every two weeks to repay for hauling and so 
forth? 

Capt. Hanson. No, not for hauling, but to repay the money ad- 
vanced him to live on while he was building his house. 

The CuatrmMan. That is, you would deduct from his wages 50 
cents to he applied upon his account ? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir, for advances. 
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The Cramman. How many availed themselves of this offer? 

Capt. Hanson. Three. They explained to me that they would 
much rather live on the ranch and not have the house and lot. 

The CuarrMan. They had a house furnished them free of rent? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir. 

The CnarrMaN. As well as water, and so forth, in addition to 
their wages running from 75 cents up to $2 a day? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir. 


r 


The Crama. Were there any schools in the neighborhood ? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir; there were schools at a little town, 
Xicotencatl. 

The CuaArRMAN. On the ranch itself there were no schools? 

Capt. Hanson. No: not at that time. A few times we had 
schools. It was prettv hard to get teachers, but our standing offer 
was that we would pay for the school and all expenses of it, and on 
this town site that I was telling vou of across the river, I had in 
contemplation the building of a school house and church, and had 
arrangements made with the Catholic priest in that vicinity to take 
charge of it. 

The Cuatrrman. What was the teeling between the Americans 
there—vourself and others—in that community, and the native 
Mexicans? j 

Capt. Hanson. It was splendid. There was no bad feclings at 
all, and we were never treated better even in the United States than 
we were under the Diaz régime or while he was in power. The na- 
tives had learned to know the Americans and appreciated them, and 
I never had any trouble with a single Mexican while I was on the 
ranch during the entire eight vears that I lived there. 

The CuairMax. When did vou last see the ranch? 

Capt. Hanson. In January, 1914. 

The Cuairnmanx. Have you had any information since that time 
with relation —with reference to the condition, the physical condition 
of the ranch after you left? i 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir; I saw the ranch, as I say, in 1914, in 
- January, and it was destroyed. The windows were broken in, and 
robbed 

The CHAIRMAN. You mean the house? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir; the house; and it was very finely furnished, 
with something like eight or ten thousand dollars’ worth of furniture 
in the house —beds and so on. That was all destroyed and taken 
away. Thev destroyed the pillows. I had a great many feather 
pillows on the place and they cut them open anal threw the feathers 
out to the winds and used the pillow slips for maletas; that is, for 
sacks to carry food in. 

The CHarrMan. What became of the live stock? 

Capt. Hanson. They were all taken away. Mr. ——— informs 
me that there is not a mule or horse, nor a cow of anv description on 
the ranch, with the exception of probably some wild ones in the 
woods. 

The CiarrMan. What was the condition which you saw in 1914 
with reference to the crtrus fruit growing ? 

Capt. Haxson. lt was not so bad at that time, but later on it was 
burned —-burned up completely. 
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The CHAIRMAN. You mean to say that there are none of the trees 
growing there ? l 
Capt. Hanson. No, sir; there may be a few scattered trees, but 
my information is that it was completely burned. 

The CHAIRMAN. Now, what was the date upon which you left there ? 

Capt. Hanson. I left there on the 14th day of January, 1914. 

The Cuarrman. How did you happen to leave? 

Capt. Haxson. In November previous to that time Consul Miller 
hai notified us that the United States Government had requested all 
Americans to come to Tampico and get under the guns of our ships, 
which were placed there for the protection of the Americans in that 
country. We remonstrated, but he insisted and said that our Gov- 
ernment wanted us to be patriotic and get out of there, as it might 
cause complications if we attempted to stay out on the ranches, I 
went to Tampico and when I received word that the property was 
destroyed—that was along in the latter part of December, 1913— 
I went to Consul Miller and he advised that I go to the ranch. 

It was a little bit dangerous to go, because they were fighting 
between there and for 50 miles out of Tampico on out in that direc- 
tion, Carrancistas and Huertistas, and finally I took a man who was 
very friendly to the Carrancistas, secured permission, and went 
through both lines and on to the ranch with the intention of making 
a list of what I had lost and what damage had been done, and go up 
to see the governor at Victoria, which was the capital of the State, 
and secure from him, if possible, an officer to go down with me and 
check up my losses and give me a receipt for them in order that I 
would not have to put in a claim against the Mexican Government 
at that time. I did not want to antagonize the Carrancistas, because 
it was very evident that our Government was backing them against 
Huerta and that his fall was sure. Therefore I did not want to 
antagonize them and wanted simply to get a receipt and make no 
report of it, because it would do no good. 

The CyarrmMan. What happened to vou when you went back? 

Capt. Hanson. When I arrived at Victoria I staved all night, in 
company with my attorney, Judge McCabe, and bookkeeper and 
cashier, Mr. Gonzales. Next morning I went up to call on the 
governor, and he arrested me and virtually sentenced me to death 
that evening. He kept me under guard of 50 Mexicans until about 
8 o'clock that night. He finally allowed me to return to my room, 
and next morning there was a court-martial instituted, and I was 
tried then by court-martial for the next 10 days. 

About the tenth day, Consul Miller, of Tampico, got to me with 
two friends of mine and finally prevailed on the governor to not shoot 
me. He finally agreed to send me out of the country, which they 
did; in fact, thev sent me to Matamoros by automobile—but I paid 
3300 for the automobile to get out—and delivered me to Gen. Pablo 
Gonzales about 11 o'clock in the morning, and through the efforts of 

ited States consul and others he ordered me put across the river 
that afternoon about 3 o'clock. 

he CyarrMAN. What was the charge against you for which you 
Were tried first and upon which you were deported ? 

Capt. Hanson. That I was in favor of intervention and a Huerta 

spy. There was no government recognized in Mexico at that time. 


3230 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


The CHAIRMAN. Were you taking part in the revolution or in the 
troubles there ? 

Capt. Hanson. Not at all; no, sir. I had nothing to do with it. 
I had been sick three months in Tampico in the Southern Hotel and 
had taken no part directly or indirectly in anything connected with 
the Mexican trouble; in fact, it made no difference to me, and I voice 
the sentiments of all other Americans in Mexico when I say that the 
Americans in Mexico do not care who is president of Mexico, just so 
thev have peace and protection. 

The CuatrMAN. Had you been making any reports with reference 
to the friends of Huerta or to the Huerta government ? 

Capt. Hanson. No, sir; the only reports that I ever made when 
Miss Gourd was ravished out of Tampico. Consul Miller asked me to 
take Mr. Gourd’s statement, which I did, and we sent 16 copies of that, 
sworn to before the consul, to yourself and other Senators and Repre- 
sentatives in Washington, as well as the departments here. It seemed 
that the fact that I had been active in reporting that matter had 
gotten back to the Carranzistas, and that proneniy was one of the 
reports that they alluded to, that I had made. 

The CuarrMaN. And that was to your own Government or officials 
or citizens of the United States? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. And not to the Mexicans? 

Capt. Hanson. No, sir. 

The CuainmMan. Inwhat month were you deported by Gen. Gonzales! 

Capt. Hanson. In January, 1914. 

The CuarkMAN. Did you return to Mexico thereafter, and, if so, 
to what part ! 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir; the following April I returned from Texas 
City by boat to Tampico, arriving there about the 10th of April. 

The Cuairmax. How long did you remain there ? 

Capt. Hanson. I remained there until I was shanghaied out of there 
together with 2.800 Americans on the 22d of April, 1914. (For iist 
see Galveston News of April 28, 1914.) 

The CHarkMan. What do vou mean by you were ‘‘shanghaied”! 
Just what occurred there at that time ? 

Capt. Hanson. On the 20th of April there was a notice posted on 
the *Commandancia” to the effect that the Americans va invaded 
Vera Cruz, and Gen. Huerta called on all patriotic Mexicans to arm 
themselves and defend their beloved country. That was about 2 
o'clock in the afternoon, At once Mexicans began to go up to the 
“Commandancia” and get guns and ammunition, and a mob began to 
form, and they began their cry of ‘Death to the Americans” and 
rioting. About 6 o'clock the Americans concluded it was best that 
they house up, and each one went to some place that he considered to 
be safer than on the streets. Together with about 150 Americans, 
men and women, I took refuge in the Southern Hotel. That was 
where I was living. And about 6.30 o'clock we had closed all the 
doors and barred them, with the exception of one, and there was 8 
crowd of Americans standing inside watching the Mexicans go by. 
rioting and so forth, a rock was thrown through the door and hit an 
old man about 70 years old, who was a reporter on the Times, tearing 
his cheek off. 
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About 10 or 15 minutes later another rock was thrown through 
and hit one of the Pierson Oil Co. geologists in the head, cutting 
him across the forehead, laying his scalp open. Then we closed the 
doors and formed ourselves into a party for defense. After getting 
all the guns we could together we found we could arm 32 men. They 
appointed Cant. Ed Williams and mvself to take charge of the men. 
We divided them 16 upstairs and 16 downstairs. We barred the 
doors and they began at once to break in the plate glass drug store 
of Sanborn Bros., in the corner of the building, and shooting through 
the top of our house and at our American flag which floated over the 
building. About 9 o’clock there was a rap on the door that could be 
distinguished from the mob, and the commanding officer of the 
steamboat Dresden came in and told us that he believed we were 
going to he massacred and if we so desired he would take care of 
our women and children. After consultation several of the ladies, 
American ladies, went through the mob with him, to the ship. 

About 11 o’clock he returned and told us that he had just notified 
Gen. Zaragoza that he must clean the streets of this mob or he 
would sweep them with lead. 

The CuarRMAN. Who was Gen. Zaragoza ? 

Capt. Hanson. General Zaragoza was the commander in charge 
of the Huertistas who were defending the town against the Carran- 
cistis. You understand, there had been a battle going on since 
about the 10th of the month and an incessant battle, firing over us; 
three battleships were throwing their shells over our building, over 

ampico, into the Carrancista ranks on the north of Tamnico, and 
at this conversation—or consultation—between Capt. Koehler, Mr. 
Williams, and myself, I asked him why he did not wire our ships. 

The CHarrMaN. What ships ? 

Capt. Hanson. Our ships that had left there that morning. 

The Cuarrman. You say our ships ? 

Capt. Hanson. That is, the United States ships. 

The CitarrMAN. Battleships? 

Capt. Hanson. Battleships. The ships that were in port that had 
been there for our protection. They left there that morning; left us 
alone, and he said that his wireless was not strong enough. I asked 
him why he did not go to the English ship. He said he had been 
to them, that they refused to send a message, stating that they were 
neutral. Hesaid that he and two Americans, who accompanied him, 
had requested the commander of the English ship—asked him if, in 
case it was necesaary—would land his marines and assist him in 
defending the many foreigners in Tampico. He told him that he 
would not; that he was neutral, and he then said “I am ready to die 
With you.” 

The CHarrwuan. This was Capt. Koehler? 

Captain Haxson. Yes, sir; I am ready to die with vou if neces- 
sary, but I want it distinctly understood that it is an act of human- 
ty and not for any other reason, and that the first American officer 
that puts his foot on the shore I will be very glad to retire and turn 
the matter over to him.” It wore on until about 2 o'clock. In the 
Meantime, Zaragoza had in a manner dispersed this mob. About 
2 o'clock Capt. Koehler came back and left one of his officers with 
Us with a searchlight and with orders that in case they went to dyna- 
mite the building or commit any act of violence he was to flash 
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this searchlight three times on the Pierson buildings (that could he 
viewed very readily from the ship and from the Southern Hotel) and 
he would come with his force. And he held his force in readiness and 
in arms—none of them slept that night—to come to our assistance 
if they had attempted the massacre, as it was suppoced they would do. 

The next morning about 7 o’clock I went out and asked the leader 
of this mob, or rather the mob, if they would allow me to go to the 
convuls office. They said I could go if I would go withont arms; 
so I laid my arms aside; pulled off my coat. so they would be verv 
sure to know that I did not have any arms and went to the consl's 
office. When I arrived I found Consul Miller and several men that 
were with him as his assistants and bodyguard the night before and 
for several davs, and who had not slept for probably 36 hours, lying 
around with their clothes on, perfectly worn out. I roused him and 
told him of the situation on the outside; that. the mob was forming 
again and that it could not be delayed very much longer, and that Í 
was afraid that I could not hold our people very much longer; they 
were getting verv anxious to get busy. 

The Charan. What do vou mean by “get busy”? 

Captain Hanson. To fight. There had been insults of every 
description hurled at us all night long and we were afraid that a shot 
would be fired, and if they had attempted to kill us it would have 
been impossible to have held those men any longer. They would 
have defended themselves to the last. So, realizing just what a few 
shots would do to start the thing, Consul Miller went up to see Gen. 
Zaragoza and he advised that we get out. T asked Consul Miller— 
that was about 8:00 or 8:30 a. m.—I asked him if he had heard any- 
thing from our Government. He said that he had not; that he had 
done his best to notify them, but that he had not heard a thing from 
our ships or from the Government. I went on back to the hote! and 
was in consultation there with the Americans when word came for 
us to get to the ships the best way we could through this mob. 

The Cramman. What ships? ; 

Capt. Taxson. The German, English, and Dutch. They had 
agreed to take us out; besides, I think there was an American oil 
steamer there, but floating a foreign flag. They were not allowed 
to float an American flag and we got out of there the best way we 
could with just what we had on our backs—men, women, and children. 
The bank in the Southern Hotel, belonging to the Fouts Brothers. 
was sealed, and I think with an English seal on it, in order that tt 
would be respected. We went out to the ships and the next morn- 
ing we found them in motion and looked out and asked where we 
were, and whore we were going, and they said ‘You are going to 
Galveston.” We objected. 

Tho CHarRMAN. What boats were you on? 

Capt. Hanson. The DesMoines, and I think there probably was 
something like 18 or 20. 

The CHAIRMAN. American boats? 

Capt. Hanson. American ships. 

The CHAIRMAN. You had been transferred? 

Capt. Hanson. Transferred; yes, sir. 

The CuairMAN. How far were you out from Tampico when you 
were transferred ? 
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Capt. Hanson. Tampico, the city, is about six milesfrom the mouth 
of the Panuco River, and the ships 

The CHAIRMAN (interposing). That is, from where the Panuco 
River flows into the cult? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, and just out in deep water, just the other 
side of the jetties, there our ships were all lined up cleared for action. 
There was something like 18 gunboats, destroyers, and battleships 

The CHarrMAN. And you were taken out by the German, Dutch, 
and English ships, and oil tankers, and were transferred to our bat- 
tleshipsp—cunboats ? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir. 

The CoarnMAN. And our battleships and gunboats which you 
found in motion next morning ? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir. 

The CoarrMAN. And informed you you were going to Galveston ? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir. 

The CoarrMAN. Were you transferred ovor to the American 
boats—were you informed at that time that you were going to be 
taken away % | 

Capt. Hanson. No, sir. You will understand that in several 
battles that had previously occurred in Tampico the Americans 
had been taken on board ships and taken out to sea until the battle 
was over and then returned to their homes and business, and we 
naturally supposed that when we got on the boats that we were just 
going out as usual, out to sea, and we were very much surprised when 
we found that we were going to Galveston, because every one had 
simply left there as they were, many of the ladies had left their dishes 
unwashed, and their houses virtually open, and with no change of 
clothes or anything of that kind, and only the clothes that we had 
on our backs. 

Now, with reference to the leaving of the ships: On the evening 
of the 20th, my understanding was, through the consul and others, ° 
that Admiral Mayo had been ordered to take his ships and leave 
that port. Consul Miller sent three messages, very strong messages, 
protesting against the removal of the ships and stating to the depart- 
ment in Washington, the conditions, that the battle had been raging 


, there for 10 days; the streets were full of people, and that he did not 
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elieve it was right to take the ships out; but he received no answer, 
and when Admiral Mayo—I did not see the messages, but my under- 
standing was that when Admiral Mayo received the orders to leave 
he could not believe it, and wired for confirmation of orders, and he 
received them, and was ordered again to take his ships and get out. 
And he did it, very reluctantly; but they left us alone. 
he CoarrMAN. You were taken to Galveston then, were you? 
Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir; we were taken to Galveston. 
The Cuarrman. And that is what you meant by saying that you 
Were shanghaied ? 
apt. NSON. Yes, sir. We were taken out without our consent 
or knowledge. 
' . CHAIRMAN. Were any protests made to the officers of the 
Oats , 
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Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir; and they told us, “that was orders”; that 
they had orders to take us there, and they were going to do it, and 
they did. 

The Ciaran. From Galveston, where did you go? 

Capt. Hanson. When we arrived at Galveston we held a few in- 
dignation mectings and “resoluted and whereased” a while and came | 
to Washington as a committee. I had the honor of being on that l 
committee that came to Washington to deliver personally a protet ' 
and about a thousand sworn affidavits of outrages that had been 
committed in that country, to our Government. 

The Cuairman. Whom did you see here? 

Capt. Hanson. When we arrived we saw Mr. Garrison. 

The CiairmMan. The Secretary of War? 

Capt. Hanson. The Secretary of War, who treated us very nice. 
was very sympathetic, and listened to our stories, and promised to 
do all that was within his power. Then we went to see Mr Daniels. 
During the conversation he asi-ed us what we were kicking about. 
We told him that we thought the Government had treated us very 
badly by taking the ships out and leaving us there unprotected, alter 
depending on them for so many months and being assured of pro- 
tection from this Government, ‘and he asked us the plain question 
as, to whether or not we thought that this Government should use 
her Army and Navy to protect a lot of hlibusters, schemers, and 
adventurers, who had gone to Mexico to exploit the Mexican people. 

That brought on a kind of a scrap and things got a little personal 
and we left. : 

The Cuamman. Did you see the President? 

Capt. Hanson. No, sir; we did not. We tried but did not see him. 

The Cuairman. What did you do then? 

Capt. Hanson. Some of the committee saw Mr. Bryan. I was 
not present at the conference. but the chairman of our committee. 
© Mr. Lucas, had ses eral interviews with Mr. Bryan and he treated us 

very nicely, so far as part of our requests were concerned. You see 
our people were starving in Galveston; that is, they would have 
starved if it had not been for the good people of Galveston coming 
to their relief, and also from other portions of the State. and we 
wanted money sent down there to ae our people at Galveston. 
He granted that very readily, and sent money there, and then we 
asked him for transportation to get them to where they used to live. 
not to their homes, but a great many of them wanted to go back te 
where they had acquaintances that they thought they could denend 
on, and through Mr. Bryan we received transportation for them 
to wherever they wanted to go in the United States. E 

The Cuamman. They did not get transportation back to Mexico: 

Capt. Hanson. No, sir; he would not avree—I think it was three 
weeks that we stayed here and worked betore we got anything from 
the department and they finally agreed to put a transport at Gal- 
veston and allow such men as had business there to return, but ne 
women, with the exception of some nurses—three or four nurses that 
were formerly in a hospital in Tampico. But prior to getting on the 
transport they all had to sign a document to the effect that they did 
not hold this Government resronsible, or something of the kind. l 
was not there—I do not know, but it is in the testimony betore thr 
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committee as to the nature of that document that they signed, under 
Mr. Lester's report. 

The CHAIRMAN. You refer to the Lester report in Part 16 of these 
hearings? Were vou there in Tampico when the sailors, the United 
States sailors, and the launch supposed to be seeking a supply of 
gasoline, were arrested by Zaragoza’s troops? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir. During the battle of December, 1913, 
between Carrancistas, 8,000 strong, attacking the Federals or Huer- 
tistas, 3,500 strong, there were a few Americans, that, knowing our 
Government was against Huerta and backing the Carrancistas, 
wantod to make friends with the Carrancistas, and on various occa- 
sions requested passports from Gen. Zaragoza to go out of the city 
on (different excuses, but in truth, some of them went to report to 
the Carrancistas where the Federals were stationed, and what they 
were doing. In other words, to give them information against the 
Huertistas. 

After fighting some 10 or 12 days the Carrancistas ran out of am- 
munition and retired, and between that time and the time of their 
next attack, the following April, Gen. Zaragoza had found that some 
of these Americans had not been true to the trust that he had reposed 
in them, and had given information to the Carrancistas; therefore, 
on the following April, when the Carrancistas returned to attack 
them, he gave orders that no one should leave the city without an 
order from him-—and he refused to give it—in order that the Car- 
rancistas might not be informed as to their movements inside of 
Tampico. | 

My understanding was that this boat from one of our battleships 
started down bolow, or passed the Iturbide Bridge, where the arroya 
ran into the Panuco River in the city of Tampico. As they were 
passing they wore halted by the captain in charge, who was guarding 
that point, and brought ashore. He turned them over to a petty 
officer and started them up to tho headquarters—Zarayoza's era 
quarters. He met an officer of supenor authority who asked him 
what he was doing with those marines. He answered that they had 
attempted to go by the mouth of this arrova down the Panuco River, 
against his instructions, and he ordered him at once to turn them 
loose. 

The Cuatrman. That is, the superior officer ? 

Capt. Hanson. The superior officer ordered him to turn them 
loose at once and put them back in their boat and send them back to 
the ship, which was done. Gen. Zaragoza, Immediately upon hear- 
ing of this incident, wrote a note of apology to Admiral Mayo. Ad- 
miral Mayo refused to accept it and demanded that he come in per- 
son, and, if I am not mistaken, I went with Consul Miller to the firing 
line and summoned Gen. Zaragoza to go before Admiral Mayo. 

/pon his arrival there Admiral Mayo demanded an apology, and 
e apologized in every possible way that he could, but told him that 
he could not comply with the demand that Admiral Mayo made, 
Which was to erect an American flag on Mexican soil and fire a salute 
of 21 guns, but Gen. Zaragoza told him that he had no authority to do 
that; that that was a diplomatic matter and that he would have to 
refer the matter to President Huerta. He gave him until 6 o’clock 
the following day to do so. I understood that he wired this informa- 
tion and demand to Gen. Huerta, and that he wired back, acquiescing 
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in it, provided Admiral Mayo would accept the apology by answerin 
him with 8 guns, which was refused, as it might have been antl 
an act of recognition. 
The CHAIRMAN. Now, to return a moment to the condition of vour 
roperty. You say that the orange grove has been burned and the 
a looted, the furniture destroyed, etc., and there is no stock 
remaining. What about—what became of your commissary ? 
Capt. Hanson. The commissary was taken, the same as everything 
else. 
The CHAIRMAN. There was no attempt to take any of this property 
by judicial procedure ? 
Capt. Hanson. Oh, no, sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. Were there any receipts issued for it ? 
Capt. Hanson. No, sir. - 
The CHarkMAN. By any officers or soldiers or anyone else? 
Capt. Hanson. No, sir. 
The CHarmMAN. They just simply were confiscated, like a train 
robber would confiscate an express package ¢ 
Capt. Haxson. Yes, sir; and they.did confiscate the ranch, but 
through the influence of Mr. Merrem, who remained on one of the 
adjoining ranches, it was finally released to him for us. 
The Cuamman. Well, in this attempt to confiscate the ranch, what 
do you mean by “attempt to confiscate” ? 
Capt. Hanson. They took charge of it. 
The CHAIRMAN. Again just like a train robber who would confiscate 
an express package ? | 
Capt. Hanson. Just the same thing. They forced a great many 
of my workmen into their army, murdered a lot of them, and my 
information is, took a great many of the women folks with them. 
The CuairmMan. Are you familiar with any other American settle- 
ments or colonies, or others engaged in agriculture or pursuits of like 
character in that country ? 
Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir; there were something like 15 or 20 colo- 
nies of American citizens scattered all over that country. 
The CHarrMAN. About what was the size of these colonies? 
Capt. Hanson. Well, they ran from 10 families to 350. 
The CHAIRMAN. Engaged in general agriculture ? 
Capt. Hanson. A nd stock raising. 
The CHAIRMAN. What were the classes of these Americans! 
Where did they come from ? 
Capt. Hanson. They came from the United States, different por- 
tions, and they were a splendid class of gentlemen. . 
The CuarkMan. Did they have their families with them? Wives 
and children ¢ 
Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir; wives and children. They built school- 
houses and churches and went there to make that their home and 
lived there and obeyed the laws, and during the time | was there in 
Mexico J never heard of one American being arrested for any offense 
or any violation of the laws in all these colonies; that is, while Dia 
was in power. 
The CuairMAN. Were these men engaged in speculation of any 
kind ? . 
Capt. Hanson. No, sir; they were poor people, the majority of 


them. 
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_ The Cuarrman. Now, what character of agricultural implements 
did they use generally in these colonies ? 

Capt. Hanson. American, imported from the United States. 

The CHAIRMAN. What agricultural implements were the Mexicans 
using, when these colonies went there? 

Capt. Hanson. They were using wood plows ard oxen, tied up 
around the heads. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is, you mean that instead of using the ox 
bow, as we would use it, they drive the oxen with ropes and a stick 
tied to the horns ? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir; a stick tied across the head—the ancient 
method. You see pictures where they did the same thing hundreds 
of years ago. . 

The Cunarrman. Now, you say they had wooden plows, Were the 
plows made anything like ours—double-handled ? 

Capt. Hanson. No, sir: one handle. They would cut a long pole 
and then put another upright piece down here and on the end of that 
they would get some kind of a piece of iron or something else, and 
tie it on, or rivet it in some way, and that is what they used for a 
plow, one handle. 

The CuarrMAN. Before the Americans were driven out of there, 
had the Mexicans begun to learn, or were they learning the use of 
up-to-date agricultural machinery, plows, and so forth ? 

Capt. Hanson. Oh, yes; immediately upon our taking charge of 
this ranch we discarded everything of a Mexican nature, and wo 
bought all our wagons, buggies, hacks, and all kinds of farming 
implements, including sprayers, high-power sprayers, gasoline spray- 
ers, for our trees—everything was imported—saddles, American sad- 
les, American harness, and, in fact, everything American. The 
Mexicans all over the country there, the Mexican ranch men, and 
the Moxican farmers, would come over and watch us use them, and 
then they wanted one like it, and I would order plows from this 
country for my Mexican neighbors, and there got to be such a demand 
that C. Holck & Co., of Monterey, secured the agency for the Pony 
Disc plow. I remember that, and they received them by the car- 
load and were sold all over that country from the samples that we 
had taken in to this one ranch. Now, every other American in that’ 
country had a like experience in every section where he lived. The 

ericans, by using American manufactured implements and harness, 
saddles, ete, flooded that country all over with American imple- 
ments and American manufactured goods. 

The Cuairnmanx. When the Mexican did get an American stock 
saddle, would he use that in preference to the old Mexican saddle? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir: they were wild about them: all the ranch 
Men in that country wanted saddles just like mine that I had pur- 
chased in San Antonio, Tex.—that also applied to buggies and hacks. 

ordered several of these mountain hacks for my Mexican neighbors. 

he CHarrMan. Then these Americans were not only engaged in 
attempting to benefit themselves and establish homes there, but were 
also the direct cause of increased trade with this country ? 

apt. Hanson. Oh, yes. 

the CrarrMan. In the sale of agricultural implements and general 
articles, such as you have described ¢ 
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Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir; and I want to say in connection with this, 
that every American in that country, without exception, when he 
settled in Mexico, and went there to make it his home, worked for 
the upbuilding of that country, and the institutions of that country, 
just the same as the Americans do In any section of the United States 
in which they may live. 

The Crairmax. Then, did the Americans pay the same wages that 
the Mexicans were earning in like character of work? Did they 
pay the same wages that the Mexicans themselves employing that 
labor, paid ? 

Capt. Hanson. No; they paid increased wages, and that was the 
only friction between Mexican ranchmen and the newcomers or the 
Americans there; they objected to us raising the price of the native 
labor. 

The CuarrMan, Have you, or your company, or the people that 
were associated with you, ever received any money or anything of 
value for your investment there in Mexico 4 

Capt. Haxsox. Not one dollar. Our damages up to date from the 
best information that I can get will run right around $400,000 gold, 
and we have never received one cent. | 

The CyarrMan. How much actual cash that vou know of did vou 
invest there, aside from the increased value of your property—just 
actual cash invested ? 

Capt. Hanson. We invested about $400,000, in improvements. 

The CuarrmMan. And that, together with increased value which you 
place upon the land, has been approximately a total loss? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir. 

The Cnamman. The raw land, I suppose, is still there? 

Capt. Hanson. The raw land is there, but the fences and every- 
thing else destroved. If we go back we will have to commence from 
the ground up and build over. 

The CiamrManx. Do you hope to go back? 

Capt. Haxson. Well, I hope to go back; but, of course, I would not 
go back under the present condition of things there. If this Govern- 
ment ever straightens up and dves the proper thing in Mexico and 

ives the American pioncers guaranties for life and property, I woul 
Be glad to go back and make that my home. T like Mexico and Í 
like the people. 

The CiarkMAn. Do you mean to say that vou would take your 
family—vou are a man of family 4 

Capt. Hanson, Yes, sir. 

The CuarrMax. Do you mean to say you would take your family 
back there and live there ? ` 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir; I have educated two boys; given them & 
collegiate education with the expectation of taking them to Mexico 
with me. 

The Cuamman. Now, as to the other colonists who have beet 
driven out of there, as shown by the testimony in this case, with whic 
you are familiar, would these colonists who have been driven out, 48 
vou were, go back there if thev could? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. You know many of them, do you? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes; personally I know a great many of them, and 
I want to say those colonists as a rule were poor people: they would 
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sell their homes in this country, take the proceeds and go to Mexico, 
and invest in land and build themselves a home there. Those homes 
have been destroyed, just as mine has, and they have been brought 
out of that country; ran out of that country: and many of them have 
been living in poverty and want in this country since their departure 
from Mexico. 

They are in a horrible condition, many of them that I know per- 
sonally, and they are as good people as the sun ever shone on, and 
they deserve more consideration than thev have received; thev are 
ina very bad shape and have shown themselves to be very deserving 
people, and good Americans. 

The CHAIRMAN. You mean that thev deserve decent. consideration, 
at anv rate? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir: different consideration than thev have 
received. 

The CHAIRMAN. What has been the effect upon the minds of the 
Mexicans generally in Mexico of the policy pursued by this Govern- 
ment in allowing the colonists and settlers, American citizens, to be 
driven out of Mexico ? 

Capt. Hanson. Well, they have simply lost all respect for us. When 
we went to Tampico and that section we were considered first-class, 
and given every attention possible; in fact, we were given better 
attention than any other foreign nationality, and when I left there a 
Chinaman was better respected than any American. ‘They have no 
faith in our Government, and especially since their treatment at Vera 
Cruz. OurGovernment went in there: thev expected help; and thought 
we were there to stay; they helped our Government and soldiers in 
every conceivable way possible, only to be left there and shot down 
like dogs after we left. That has caused the Mexican people not to 
have very much confidence in our Government. That is one of the 
reasons, because they trusted us, and felt that when we went in there 
we would never leave until we established a government with guaran- 
tees, and after we left them they were shot down because they had 
assisted the American soldiers. 

The Cuarrman. Suppose that the United States were to develop 
another policy, would tell the Americans who were driven out of 
these colonies that this Government would protect them if they 
desired to go back into Mexico, and to take over their homes again, 
and start to build them up, what, in vour judgment, would be the 
effect on the minds of the Mexicans of that community ? 

Capt. Hanson. They would receive them with open arms and with 
gratitude. 

The CuarrMan. Would you be able, do you think, to secure labor 
from the Mexicans themselves ? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir; all we might need. The Mexican people 
are friends of the American people; that is, the submerged class, the 
SU per cent. They want the Americans there; they like them because 
they make money out of them, and receive humane and good treat- 
Ment for themselves and familics. I had Mexicans on my ranch to 
tell me that they were receiving better treatment during those eight 
years that we were there, and others in that community, than they 

ad received before, and they were tickled to death that the Ameri- 
ans were there. 
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The CrarnMAN. Do you think that the Americans would be wel- 
come again if it is understood that the United States would protect 
its citizens there, and enable them to protect themselves, and thus 
to afford protection for the Mexicans aho wanted to work for them! 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. Now, who is it in Mexico who are against the 
Americans and against their return? What class of Mexicans? 

Capt. Hanson. Well, it is a class of people that have come to the 
front under the Madero revolution. È started along in that time 
and when Diaz was overthrown; since then it has been conducted 
to a great extent by ignorant people, who rose to influence by loot, 
by theft, and by murder to the high places, and they have controlled 
by the iron hand, and the policy of our Government has been to 
arm those people. Natutally, that bunch has disarmed the 80 per 
cent, and if one of the 80 per cent does not agree with their policies 
or has anything to say about them, he is murdered; he is killed; and 
the 80 per cent of the people are under the guns of the people whom 
this Government has armed. 

The CnarrMan. Now, what was the policy of the Mexican Govern- 
ment with reference to arms throughout Mexico prior to this revo- 
lution ? 

Capt. Hanson. They were not allowed to have any kind of arms. 
Diaz would not allow it. If a man had a shotgun on his place he 
would think he was a revolutionist-—would not allow any of them 
to have any kind of arms without permission. Of course, if a man 
could get a license to have arms he would be all right, but there were 
verv few allowed to have a gun. | 

The CHarRMAN. Was the American or the Mexican traveling 
through that country, horseback or on foot, or in a vehicle of any 
kind—was he safe from attack ? 

Capt. Hanson. Perfectly, more so than he would be in this country. 

The Cnarirmax. Were there soldiers, large numbers of soldiers. 
a large standing army, in Mexico? Were their soldiers around m 
your vicinity ? 
` Capt. Hanson. We had no soldiers. We had a few policemen 
over at this little town, but no soldiers. It was not necessary. 
want to say another thing, that during my knowledge of Mexico. 
up to the time of the revolution, I never knew of one bank robbery: 
during the time I have known Mexico—for 25 or 30 years—I have 
never known but one train robbery during the Diaz régime in Mexico. 
And in the 8 vears that I lived there, up to the time of the revolution. 
mv stock ran allover the country and I never lost but one animal 
that I knew of by theft. 

The CHalRMAN. Now, since you were finally brought out of 
Mexico, run out, and then by your Government brought out, 
order to protect vou, what have vou been engaged in generally! 

Capt. Haxson. When I came out of Mexico the last time I at once 
went to work as special agent of the San Antonio Uvalde & G 
Railroad, with headquarters in San Antonio, Tex. 

The CHAIRMAN. On a salary ? 

Capt. Hanson. On a salary of $150 a month. And on the Ist 
dav of January, 1918, I was requested by my friends to accept 8 
captaincy in the Texas Rangers, and at that time the Texas Rangers 
were mostly stationed on the Rio Grande border, and inasmuch a$ 
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there was a great deal of German propaganda and anti-Americanism 
throughout Mexico and along the border, and on account of my 
acquaintance with the Mexicans and the country and the people, 
they requested me to accept this position, which I did, at $125 a 
month. I served in that capacity up to the present time. I still 
hold my commission as senior captain of the State Rangers, but 
secured a furlough on the 1st day of September, 1919, to assist this 
committee in their investigation work. 

The CHAIRMAN. You speak the Spanish language. do you? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir. 

The CHarRMAN. Does your family speak the language, vour sons?’ 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir; my boys all speak it. 

The CHarnMan. Now, in your work as special agent of the railroad 
company along the border, and then as ranger, have vou had reason 
to have your attention brought, directed to this German propaganda 
of which vou speak ? 

The CHArRMAN. You also, of course, are familiar with what is 
known as the Plan San Diego that has been testified to here? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrMAN. You saw the opcration of that plan by the 
Mexicans ? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir. | ' 

The CuarrMAN. Were the Germans, in their propaganda and their 
work, in accordance with this Plan San Diego? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir. 

The CHarRMAN. You have read, of course, the Zimmerman note to 
Mexico ? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrMAN. Is that along the line of this, along the line of the 
Plan San Diego ? 

Capt. Hanson. Along the line of it: yes, sir. 

The CuarmMan. Do you know whether the same plan of San Diego 
and the plan of the Zimmerman note are still received as something 
that might be carried out by Mexican agitators ? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrMAN. You have, in assisting the committee, investigated 
the activities of Mexicans in connection with propaganda along the 
river, the boundary ? 

Capt. Hanson, a sir. 

_ The CHarrman. You are familiar with the letters that have been 
introduced here, photostatic copies of letters from Carranza and from 
Officials of the Carranza Government to agitators ? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir. 

The CHarman. They are extreme radicals ? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir. 

The Coarrman. And pert of your duty with this committee has 
been to investigate, to run down and check up reports of that kind? 

apt. Hanson. Yes, sir. 

The Coarman. Then you think that up to the time you left the 
border, that is, the latter part of March of this year, Mexicans were 
still engaged in agitating against this Government ? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir; they were. 

The Cuairman. On both sides of the border? 

Capt. Hanson. On both sides of the border. 
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The Cuarman. And with what element generally on this side of 
the border were they connected, if you know ? 

Capt. Hanson. Well, with the radical element. 

The CuarkMan. What particular name is given to that radical ele 
ment generally ? 

Capt. Hanson. The I. W. W. and communists. 

The CiHaiRMAN. It has been testified to in various hearings in this 
case, and by various Witnesses that armed raids and acts of violence 
have been committed by people coming from Mexico across the inter- 
national border and committed against or upon the lives and property 
of American citizens in the United States. Have you in your expen- 
ence or within your knowledge ever learned of any raid by Americans 
upon the other side of the border at anv time? 

Capt. Hanson. I have never heard of anything of the kind. 

The CrairmMan. Have the Texas Rangers been allowed to go across 
the international border when they chose to do so? 

Capt. [Lanson. No, sir; only with soldiers. 

The CoarMan. That is, with regular soldiers of the United States? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir. 

The CuarmMan. So that, of your own initiative or acting under 
orders from vour own State government, you have not been allowed 
to pursue even raiding parties ? : 

Capt. Hanson. No, sir; we could pursue them to the river, but 
never across. 

The CnairMAN. So, if you were on a hot trail you were not allowed 
to cross ¢ 

Capt. Hanson. No, sir. 

The CuairMANn. You have, however, cooperated with the regular 
forces of the United States? . 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir: the Rangers have been over several times 
but always under command of the United States Army. . 

The CHAIRMAN. Now, since the year 1911, we will say, have Ameri- 
can citizens from Texas been allowed to go across the border with 
arms ¢ 

Capt. No, sir. 

The Cuarrnman. By whom were they prevented from carrying arms 
into Mexico? | 

Capt. Hanson. By their own Government. 

The CramMan. Do vou know what the rule was with reference to 
our soldiers guarding the border if they saw any American attempting 
to go across With arms? 

Capt. Haxsox. They would arrest him. . 

The Coamm an. Then American citizens having business in Mexico 
or desiring to cross the border were prevented both by the orders of 
the Mexicans and by our own armed forces from carrying arms even 
for their own protection ¢ 

Capt. HANson. Yos, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. So that Americans who have crossed have been 
compelled to go unarmed ? 

Capt. Hanson. Unarmed, absolutely, and without protection. | 

The CHAIRMAN. During these raids, or anv of them, from Mexico 
into the United States, did many Mexicans lose their lives at the 
hands of officers from this side, or soldiers, troops, or citizens’? 
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Capt. Hanson. Well, of course, I don’t know just how many have 
lost their lives, but the condition growing out of that plan of San Diego 
was this: The first thing thev knew of it the Mexicans began raiding 
across the border, but they didn’t consider it very serious at first, 
until finally they captured a copy of the plan of San Diego and saw 
that all Americans were to be murdered, and Texas. Arizona, New 
Mexico, and so forth, taken back by Mexico: and then they woke 
up. The first act then was to concentrate their women and children 
into the little towns around, and they began to guard the roads into 
them. 

The CuarrmMax. You are speaking of American citizens in Texas. 

Capt. Hanson, Yes, sir: Mexicans and Americans who lived in 
Texas—citizens. The Mexican population was just about as much 
excited over it as the Americans were —that is, I mean the Americans 
of Mexican origin, Mexican blood. 

The CHArRMAN. Who are American citizens residing on this side ? 

Capt. Hanson. American citizens: ves, sir And they appealed 
for aid, and it didn’t get there quick enough, and these raiding 
parties began to come over and wantonly destroy ranches, murder, 
and rob until it got to be unbearable, and the people, the citizens 
themselves, rose en masse, and it is true they did kill a good many 
Mexicans, but the Mexicans that they killed were either raiders, 
sympathizers, or harborers.of the people of the other side. 

The Cuairman. And under conditions of that kind, where people 
were taking the law into their own hands and operating for their 
own defense, not being protected by their own Government, and on 
their own soil, I presume that unfortunately some instances may 
have occurred where innocent people were killed ? 

Capt. Hanson. Probably so. That is always the case with an 
uprising. They are blind when they get to that stage, but they were 
very careful. I know that the rangers and citizens and others were 
very careful not to commit acts of that kind. Probably they may 
have done so, but I know the majority of people that were killed on 
that border were either sympathizers, aiders, or abettors of the 
people from the other side. 

he CHairMaNn. Or actual raiders. 

Capt. Hanson. Actual raiders: yes, sir. 

The CHairman. There is a large Mexican population on the lower 
Rio Grande in Texas, is there ? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrman. What is the general character of that population 
among those who were born here ? 

Capt. Hanson. They are peaceable, good citizens, as a rule. 

The CuarrMan. Were the majority in actual sympathy with any 
attempt to take back Texas and add it to Mexico ? 

Capt. Hanson. No, sir; not the majority. The minority prob- 
an were. | 

The CHAIRMAN. Captain, you are more or less familiar, of course, 
with Texas history; do you know many of those people, the descend- 
ants of Mexicans, residing upon this side, who are the descendants of 
those who joined the Texans in the fight for liberty ? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir. The Benevidas family, for instance, at 

redo, there are not more loval Americans on earth than they are. 
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The CHarrMaANn. As a matter of fact, which is generally lost sight of 
by those who are not familiar with that history, one very prominent 
Mexican: Zavala, led a full regiment of natives and assisted materially 
the Americans under Houston and others in the overthrow of Santa 
Anna and the attainment of independence by the State of Texas. 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir. Many of their descendants live in San 
Antonio, Tex., and around there. Miss Zavala lives there now. 

The CuarrMan. Zavala was the first lieutenant governor of the 
State of Texas. 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrMaANn. Has there been any change in the feeling of the 
people of Mexico with respect to law and the rights of property, etc., 
engendered by the last 10 years of lawlessness in that country, do 
you know? 

Capt. Hanson. Well, I haven’t been in Mexico for several years, 
but my understanding is there are a great many peaceable, law- 
abiding, hard-working Mexicans that have been fred by the revolu- 
tionists into their armies and have been taught to rob, steal, murder, 
and depredate on people. The younger generation, of course, have 
been raised now for 10 years right up under that. They have seen 
nothing but atrocities, and therefore the conditions with reference to 
the people of Mexico are very much worse now than they were before. 
They never had any idea or dreamed of anything of that kind under 
the Diaz régime, but having been taught by these people how to do 
these things, and when they see their colonels and generals and their 
oflicials from the top to the bottom committing these depredations, 
naturally they felt that they had license to do the same thing. 

The CuarrmaN. Could order and respect for law and the rights of 
property and human life be restored in Mexico by a firm government?! 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir: with help. Of course they would have to 
have outside help. 

The CuarRMAN. Do you mean to say that in your judgment the 
Mexicans themselves have so lost their sense of proportion and of 
national or international obligation, or of respect for central govem- 
ment that it would be necessary for any central government to have 
some active support or help ? i 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir; a certain class has. They must have help 
from the outside. 

The CHAIRMAN. Captain, in your operations in Mexico you were 
necessarily in Tampico more or less 2 

Capt. HANSON. Yes, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. You are familiar with the oil districts there, arè 
you? l 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir. l 

The CHarnMan. During the period of your residence there the oil 
industry has grown to very large proportions ? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrman. How are the oil companies there looked upon. the 
American oil operators, by the Mexicans generally ? 

Capt. Hassos. As their saviors. When the oil men went to 
Mexico, the Mexican laborers were getting from 50 to 75 cents & day, 
and were uneducated and ignorant. The oil men in every instance 
where it was possible have ft ee native labor and mixed with 
them, their superintendents, and experts in the production of oil an 
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the manufacture of oi] products; and a Mexican, while he may appear 
ever so ignorant, is smart, naturally smart and quick to catch on. 

The CHAIRMAN. An ‘mitator ? 

Capt. Hanson. An imitator. And a great many of these people 
have become very proficient in the different lines of work in the oi] 
business, and as they would understand their work better and do it 
better the oil companies in every case have always raised their wages, 
until now they are getting as high as 16 to 20 pesos a day. There 
are men there in very responsible positions that have been educated 
by the oil men. Those men have, as a rule, taken care of their 
money and many of them own little homes in Tampico and have a 
few chickens, and hogs, etc., and are getting along nicely, doing 
better than they ever had before. They dress better than they ever 
did and are educating their families. It is all due to the education 
and wages paid by the oil men. 

The CHainMAN. In your investigations for this committee, you 
had some correspondence with reference to radical propaganda ? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir; here are the original papers [handing 
papers to the chairman]. 

he CHAIRMAN. In your correspondence, among others to whom 
you wrote and from whom vou received letters was one Arthur 
hompson, who has been a witness before this committee. 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir. 

The CoarrMaN. It is in testimony that he received a letter signed 
“Gus Klumpner,”’to which he replied. Who was Gus Klumpner ? 

Capt. Hanson. That was myself. I signed that letter “Gus 
Klumpner.”’ 

The CHarrmMAN. Mr. Thompson asked the chairman of the com- 
mittee during the hearing as to why the name “Gus Klumpner” was 
signed to the letter to him, to which he had replied. What was your 
reason for using this name ? 

Capt. Hanson. It is a German name, and after reading his book, 
I thought he was a German propagandist, or had been during the 
War, and was not an American, and I thought he would respond to 
that name quicker than he would to an American name. 

The Cuarrman. I notice in one of the 1etters, a portion of this 
correspondence, you suggest to Mr. Thompson that you would be glad 
to have him come before this committee, or suggest to him that he 
should do so, and give the committee and the people of the United 
States through the committee the benefit of his ade of Mexico 
and of its people. 

apt. Hanson. Yes, sir. 

The Carrman. Did you think from what you had scen of his 
Writings, etc., that he had any knowledge of Mexico and its people? 

ree Hanson. I did not. After reading his book I knew he 
ad not. 

The Cuarrman. And your idea was that rather the people of the 
/nited States might understand the colossal ignorance of Carran- 
usta propagandists ? 

apt. Hanson. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Having read the testimony of Mr. Thompson, I 
Suppose you satisfied yourself upon that point? 

apt. Hanson. Yes, sir. 
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The CHAIRMAN. As the committee has in various portions of the 
evidence already offered testimony along this line, we will not put 
into the record at this time the correspondence itself, but we will 
keep that in the files of the committee. 

Capt. Hanson. | was requested to gct a picture of the destruction 
in Mexico. This photograph shows the Monterrey R. R. depot be- 
fore, and then it shows it after they had destroyed it—after they 
had burned it. 

The CyarrMAN. The witness is explaining certain photographs 
showing the Monterrey depot, both before and since its destruction 
by the revolutionary forces or bandits in Mexico, which will be filed 
in the committee’s records. 

Jn the investigations carried on by this committee among various 
colonies which are mentioned, I notice the colony of Manuel. Where 
was that colony? 

Capt. Hanson. That was about 40 miles northwest of Tampico, on 
the railroad. 

The CHAIRMAN. Well, how many people were there; do you know? 

Capt. Hanson. There were about 10 families. 

The CHarrMan. What was the value of the porperty lost there, 
if vou know ! 

Capt. Hanson. About $100,000. 

The CHarrMANn. Where is the colony of Rio Verde? 

Capt. Hanson. Rio Verde is on the San Luis branch of the Mex- 
ican National Railways, between Tampico and San Luis Potosi. 

The CuainMAN. About how many families were there? 

Mr. Hanson. Twenty. 

The CHAIRMAN. What was the amount of the loss there, if vou 
know ? 

Capt. Hanson. Approximately $200,000. 

The CHAIRMAN. Where is the colony of Vallas ? 

Capt. Hanson. It is on the same railroad, near Rio Verde. 

The CHAIRMAN. And there were about 50 families there? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir. 

The CuarnMAN. A total loss of about how much? 

Capt. Hanson. About $500,000. 

The CHAtRMAN. Where is the colony of Victoria? 

Capt. Hanson. At the capital of the State of Tamaulipas. There 
are about 20 families there vet. 

The CHAIRMAN. And the loss was approximately $200,000 ? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir. These figures are approximated. 

The CHAIRMAN. Do vou know anything about where Thomas 
Ewing was? a 

Capt. Hanson. No, sir. The committee has some letters there 
from those people. 

The CuainMAN. The committee has received certain letters from 
parties whom you name, and which letters are here now before the 
committee, one from Thomas Ewing, claiming a loss of $342,518.12. 
You have examined that letter, have you? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. And from the examination of the letter are you 
satisfied—have vou satisfied yourself of the approximate truth of the 
statements contained in it? 
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Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir; so far as I know it is supported by sworn 
affidavits. 

The CHAIRMAN. There is a letter here from L. Gunter, claiming a 
loss of $8,640. You have examined that letter, have you ? 

Capt. Hanson. Yes, sir. i 

The CHARMAN. There is a letter here from John W. Glaze, claim- 
ing a loss of $3,531. That contains an itemized account. 

will state that these letters will be placed in the record, following 
the testimony of this witness. 

We have a letter from L. J. Kolklosch, claiming a loss of $89,800. 
Also a statement from J. Lilywhite, with reference to the Morelos 
Colony. This J. Lilywhite was a witness whom the committee 
attempted to secure—the attendance of whom the committee at- 
tempted to secure at Tucson, and was unable to do so because of the 
breaking down of his automobile. That statement will be placed in 
the record also. 

(The letters referred to appear in the appendix following the testi- 
mony of this witness.) 

Capt. Hanson. Here is something—I don’t know whether it ought 
to go into the record, but it ought to go into the files of the committee. 
You might put the whole thing in, leaving the name out. 

The CHarrMAN. This statement which you have handed the com- 
mittee, being a statement of L. Witzke, was taken by yourself, or in 
your presence, and also in the presence of an intelligence officer of 
the United States Army. 

Mr. Hanson. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. This statement of Witzke will be filed with the 
testimony. 

(The statement referred to appears in the appendix following the 
testimony of this witness.) 

This is a statement obtained by the investigator from one Rowe 
with reference to his kidnapping, the statement being made at San 
Antonio, December 3, 1919, which will be published as part of this 

earing. 

(The statement referred to appears in the appendix following the 


testimony of this witness.) 


This is a list of Americans killed in Mexico not in the “murder 
maps.” The deaths of these men have all been checked up from 
other portions of the testimony, and it will now be incorporated in 
the record, simply as containing the names, dates, ete., of ie deaths. 

(List referred to appears in the appendix following the testimony 
of this witness.) | 

The Chairman will offer as part of the hearing in this case. to be 
Pninted in this part of the hearing, executive document No. 9S, Thirty- 
sixth Congress, first session, being the Treaty of Transit and Commerce 
with Mexico, with a message from the then President of the United 
States under date of January 4, 1860, containing also a letter from 
the then minister, Robert McLean, to the Secretary of State, Mr. 
ass, under date of December 14, 1859; also containing a conven- 
tion to enforce treaty stipulations. l 

(The document referred to appears in the appendix following the 
testimony of this witness.) 

here will also be printed in the record at this time, although not 
m the proper place, the written memorandum referred to in the 
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testimony of Mr. Kellogg, given heretofore, concerning the oil laws 
of Mexico. 

(The memorandum referred to appears in the appendix following 
the testimony of this witness.) | 

Also there will be filed and printed in this record the transcript 
of the judgment of the Texas court of criminal appeals in the case of 
Jose Antonio Arce et al., appellants, v. State of Texas, of April 17, 
1918, which will be printed in the record. i 

(The paper referred to appears in the appendix following the 
testimony of this witness.) 

Also the affidavit of E. E. Dickason, repealing the testimony of 
Henry Forrest, containing on page 1187 of the printed record, in s0 
far as that testimony mentions Mr. Dickason. The affidavit will be 

rinted in justice to Mr. Dickason without any expression of opinion 
rom the committee as to the veracity of the testimony or the affidavit. 

(The affidavit referred to appears in the appendix following the 
testimony of this witness.) 

Also an affidavit of Mrs. R. L. Sanford, concerning outrages upon 
herself, the affidavit being executed before a notary public of the 
State of Texas on the 19th dav of April of this vear. 

(The affidavit referred to appears in the appendix following the 
testimony of this witness. ) 

Also the affidavit of ————, made on the 30th day of January, 1920, 
which will be printed with the name of the party making the affidavit 
in blank for the protection of such party. After the printed record 
is completed the original will be returned to the committee for its 
executive files. Anv American names mentioned in the affidavit will 
be stricken out. This man is still doing business in Mexico. 

(The affidavit referred to appears in the appendix following the 
testimony of this witness.) 

Also the statement of with reference to his capture by and 
experiences while with Francisco Villa, executed on the 30th day of 
January, 1920, which will be printed with the names in blank, and 
the original will be returned to the committee for its executive files. 

(The paper referred to appears in the appendix following the 
testimony of this witness.) 

Also the affidavit of Charles S. Dolly, made on the 19th of August, 
1919, with a letter accompanying same, which will be printed in full. 

(The affidavit and letter referred to appear in the appendix follow- 
ing the testimony of this witness.) 

Also letter with an accompanying account from W. A. Lyon, which 
will be printed in full in the record. 

(The latter and account referred to appear in the appendix following 
the testimony of this witness.) 

Also affidavit and letter from Charles F. Simon, which will be 
printed in full in the record: these affidavits containing claims for 
damages. l 

(The aflidavits and letter referred to appear in the appendix 
following the testimony of this witness.) 

Also aflidavits of Mrs. R. L. Fisher, B. H. Brown, and Joe Stempfle, 
with relation to the murder of Wilford O. Robertson, which will be 
printed in full 1n the record. : l 

(The affidavits referred to appear in the appendix following the 
testimony of this witness.) 
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These affidavits and letters have been received by the committee 
and full credit given them, as it was impossible for the committee to 
reach and secure the attendance of each witness of whom it knew, 
and therefore it directed letters to be written to various parties with 
the statement that their affidavits or letters concerning their claims 
or subjects of interest would be received and printed in the record, 
which is now being done. | 

Also there will be printed in this part certain portions of Army 
intelligence reports concerning radical activity and bolshevist propa- 
vanda in Mexico. The direct source of this information will not be 
given, as it might interfere with the work of another department of 
this Government still being carried on in other places than Wash- 
Ineton, . 

(The extracts from reports referred to appear in the appendix 
following the testimony of this witness.) 

In connection with the last document there will be printed the 
report of special agent Capt. Hanson, as made by him to the adjutant 
general of Texas, and also to this committee. 

(The report referred to appears in the appendix following the testi- 
mony of this witness.) 

With the printing of this record the hearings before the committee 
at this immediate time will be concluded, to be taken up from time to 
time at the call of the chairman; the committee, under the instruc- 
tons of the Foreign Relations Committee, continuing its investiga- 
' tons when, in the opinion of the chairman, the same is necessary. 
(Whereupon, at 2.30 o'clock p. m., the committee adjourned.) 
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APPENDIX. 


SAWTELLE, Cair., March 13, 192. 
Maj. Dan M. Jackson, | 
San Diego, Calif. 

Dear Sir: I had not been informed that the Senate committee on investigation 
of Mexican affairs was to be in Los Angeles until I seen in the papers where the com- 
mittee had arrived and departed for San Diego, with the expectation of returning to 
Los Angeles at a later date, so if you will notify me when this committee is to convene 
in Los Angeles I will be very preased to place my claim before them and give such 
information as may be rogure : 

Thanking you for past favors, I remain 

Yours, respectfully, 
Thomas Ewina, 
Bor 378, Sawtelle, Calif. 


f SAWTELLE, Cauir., March 18, 1926. 
Maj. Dan M. Jackson, 


Secretary Senate Investigation Committee on Mexican A fairs, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
Dear Str: At your request I hereby give the amounts of the different claims that 
I am filing with the Secretary of State, at Washington, D. C.: 


Claim. Ewing's loss. 
A. Loss of Ewing Mine, loss to Ewing & Stroyick. ....... $10,000.00 $5,000.00 
B. Loss of La Deseada, loss to Ewing & Cornick. ........ 30, 000.00 15,000.00 
C. Loss of La Blanca Mine.............0.....02.0..2000- 10, 550.00 10, 550.0 
D. Loss of San Antonio Mine, loss to Ewing & Dudley.... 45,000.00 — 17,500. 
E. Loss of San Antonio No. 2, Ewing & Cornick.......... 40,000.00 20,000. 0 
F. Loss of San Antonio No. 3, Ewing & Cornick.......... 40,000.00 — 20, 000. 0 
G. Loss of San Miguel Mine, San Miguel-Sonora Gold 

Mining Co., S. A., Thomas Ewing, president. ...... 525, 000. 00 205, 078.1 

H. Loss of San Bernardino No. 2, Ewing & Stroyick. .... 15,000.00 7,500.00 
J. Loss of San Bernardino No. 3, Ewing & Stroyick..... 15,000.00 7,500.0 
K. Loss of Turkey Track Mine, Ewing & Cornick........ 57,000.00 27, 500. W 
L. Loss of personal property on his ranch................ 6, 890.00 6, 890. 0 
otal ClAiien aosedt tede einen calor wea r 794, 440.00 342, dls. 12 


THomas Ewing, l 
Soldiers Home, Calif. 


Keres, Tex., January 30, 192. 
Maj. Dan M. Jackson, , , January 


Secretary of the Subcommittee on Foreign Relations, 
El Paso, Tex. 

Dear Sir: I am in receipt of letter dated January 24, from Senator Albert B. Fall, 
chairman of Committee on Foreign Relations, from his office in San Antonio, Tes. 
requesting that I write your detailing the circumstances, and amount of loss suffe 
from Mexican thieves. 

J lost from thieves, believed to be from Mexico, 125 head of cattle, about one-half of 
these were three and four year old, steers, and balance were cows, and two-year olda, 
which were valued at that time at about $60 each. I also lost 19 head of saddle or © 
horses, Which I valued at $60 each. l 

These horses and cattle were stolen from my ranch in Duval County, Tex., duns 
and between the years 1913 and 1915. about the time the country was overrun y 
Mexican thieves believed to be from Mexico, as some of the horses were traced back 
almost to the Rio Grande River, and believed to have been carried into Mexico. 

Trusting this is the information wanted, and awaiting your reply, I am, 

Yours very truly, 
' L, GUNTER. 
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FILLMORE, Oxua., February 2, 1920. 


(OMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS, 
El Paso, Tez. 


Dear Str: My father, John W. Glaze, is sick, so will send in his list for him. 


John W. Glaze’s Merico damages. 


“ 
| food: saddle horne c.ene-c m0 seb hee osha ado Aue edie ea eh aa me enews $50 
limenm miles deca e kos le teen wet ee Bane Aaa eee Gee e niece ou 200 
LA Me CAN WAAC siz eae oud oOo ok a ee Ee Sah aes ea eS oe ee a 125 
DUV OA NOR a ENEA diene GO ate ates e ae iA Uae pee sre 100 
6 voung American COWS c.c ooo oo-ad oo keer eee te eee hake tseeaawesesawé 300 
Merikan mule Ses 5c tucson toes oq e care aw dee eS wag Ae Ma bree Oe Oe oe 150 
American Sad dO soc.c-5 cet a eee Bone Ba ahs we ea ea RSS Ge See A 32 
acres: of field rown AUN «2-6 che beet ay Gate ar yb ie nee oeee Grete een hee ee 350 
300 yards of linch water PIPING. ..... 6.2... eee eee cee eee rece ee eee nee 100 
Household stuff... oc... ce ee ee ee ee eee ee eens Be s a a aaa acetates 200 
APLC ROT) Se A Cs heer lacs, ci Serres civ cede ot eS hrm seve im alg ee Saino: nal a E E as a nel ge Meee 100 
30 bearing Orange trees eo orenian tan ka des ecu hanced eeeeueeeee sees coins 180 
A Wearing Danang TOE senro pae e oe ees Gees aa eee wee eh eek ees ees At 50 
! ORB i CHICK CLS sd ore cece a ava See PR ae we tele WEE ERR ee wee Se wea ee ae 24 
PANIC IONISS T E E keke wea ae Aaa te eae bs en Vea s oie ueaie 70 
House amd DAPI eo «ewe cin reuse eed ates SRS MN orate ae ee itera E alee 1, 500 
TOA derea a neon ee ne ee eae Eee here awe tees 3, 531 
C. L. GLAZE 


Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 2d day of February, 1920. 
[seaL.] H. J. GREEN, Notary Public. 


My commission expires September 30, 1922. 


FILLMORE, OKLA., February 2, 1920. 


SUBCOMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 

Dear Stns: Ama member of the Blalock Mexico Colony, located at Chamal, 
Tamps, Mexico. 

My place was not bothered much till in January, 1915, 200 Villa soldiers camped in 
my cornfield, carrving off and destroying most of corn. 

From this time on things grew from bad to worse, as soon as Carranza’s soldiers got 
Possession of country in which our colony is located. 1 went before the head officer 
and asked for protection. He laughed at me and told me to let the poor fellows have 
what they wanted. 

Had to keep work stock tied in brush to keep soldiers from taking them. We were 
uneasy all the time, because we knew that we did not have any protection. 

Carranza’s soldiers forced Americans to give up all guns and pistols where they 
found out we had any. 

It got so bad that in June, 1916, my family and myself and other Americans decided 
toleave Mexico. As we passed through Mexican town to railroad station, Carranza’s 
soldiers threatened to hold us there and not let us goon, At railroad station we had 
to pay conductor on train $100 to hold train Long enough for us Americans to load our 
own baggage on train. 

When we boarded train at Tampico for Monterey, two of Carranza’s soldiers, armed 
with patoi robbed my wife of her watch and chain and $ò United States money. 
In Monterey American women were insulted at waiting room by Carranza’s soldiers. 

After Carranza was recognized, the Americans in Mexico were treated like dogs. 
joe the border without a dollar, and have worked by the day and rented land 


Respectfully, 


t 


C. L. GLAZE. 
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This is an itemized statement of my losses in Mexico: 


9 head of cattle, at $30 per head.........--..--.. 2-00 - eee ee ee eee EEE e270 
1 wagon re re a Ml 
] saddle Nts he Se aoe esta a a ea E eana a a a a a aa tia Se wa Gi aE a ge Gm aa! vee ee a Be nace ee Rie W 
95 head of hogs, at $10 per head .....222...csawe neuen onda we teow tes N gi 2 
Farm implements... siise 622 << 2200 dee cece erences cent eee ese cee neconss 1) 
Household- atul 42 siete ee hehe dg Se wwe oe eae Cow eed saws NA 100 
Watch: and ehali dso eos Le ee a Pewee OhSS See eee eee Gla ee HM 
American monay BtOle De ccc ine Keen dos os beac ae a Semele ee sepeeda tess j 
9 dozen chickens o sere een e E eens ores ds E EE EE a ES ip 
GOO: þūüshels Ol COTD-s- cose ewe tee ee ee ee tease eee woe Sea eese a hon 
PROVIM ONS 655 sees ee eS ee ee Be he ie Ha oS See aOR G Redon caw eared ee A 
J töm ot mules- rer resisa nae es wats et pou Rea O E a ANER AS 2) 
Damage to MikHNgS erresire au a EEEE EEE AA AENA MW 
Dama e to 1606S a,c ven caucus tas ween Pea ed e E Seed we Meee seaneetean te 48 Su) 
For 20 acre field growing UpP.........-- 2-22. eee ee eee cece ec eees ie oeee sees h0 
Loss of rent on 60-acre field for 3 years... 22... 2... eee eee eee e ees ON) 

3.477 

I made out this statement to the best of my ability. 
C. L. GL VE. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 2d day of February, 1920. 
[SEAL] H. J. GREEN, Notary Pudlie. 


My commission expir-s September 30, 1922. 


LAREDO, Tex., January 28, 1920, 
To the Subcommittee to Investigate Merican Affairs, Hon. Albert B. Fall, Chairman. 
GENTLEMEN: I am one of those who went to Mexico during the Diaz administration. 


‘We were invited there by the Government of Mexico and encouraged by our Gov- 


= 


ernment at Washington. I believed with all others who went there that we could 
depend on the protection vouchsafed by both Mexico and the United States in our 
rights of lives and property. 

We could not have asked more than we were accorded in protection and respect by 
the Mexican Government and people under the incumbency of President Diaz. 
Not until the overthrow of the Diaz régime and the election of Francisco Madero as 
president of Mexico, did we feel seriously affected in our colony at Columbus, Tam- 
aulipas. , 

One summer morning we were hunted at our houses and fields in and around 
Columbus as if it were a round-up of cattle. That is fully described in my complaint 
to the State Department at Washington, D. C., during the incumbency of Mr. Bryan, 
Secretary of State. Up to that time we did not feel the force of the criminal laws in 
Mexico, and now only by a “frame-up” against our colony. We felt as safe from 
harm heretofore as we ever felt in our homes in the United States. 

There were no robberies, no bandit raids, no kidnapping for ransom, no killings of 
both native and foreign peoples, no ravishing of women and young girls, no ruthlee 
destruction of property, no intimidation of people to cause them to flee from the 
country, no question of the rights of possession and use of property purchased, no 
question of surface and oil rights, no question of the rights to buy and sell lands, no 
question or reservation excepting, I think, to land along the northern boundary. no 
objection to the issuance of the Translacion de Dominio necessary to transfer real prop- 
erty [rom one ‘American ” to another, no talk of *‘Mexico for Mexicans,” no decrees 
abridging the rights of our people in anything excepting franchise which we did net 
desire nor expect, no decrees carrving force of confiscation of our vested rights in our 
lands, no extortion in the rates of taxation, and no interference in transportation o% 
produce and passenger service by railroads. Now allis changed. | 

The fields are retaken by the wild jungle, most of the houses have been carried 
away or burned, the fences have disappeared, and the whole colony would remind 8 
person of an old abandoned graveyard. The landowner and home builders have 
one privilege left, and that is to pay taxes at several hundred per cent advance on 
lands made fruitless by wars, raids, intimidations, and presidential decrees and lave. 
The final spike that nailed the coflin being the famous article 27 of the new const- 


tution. 
Here the picture of homes, fields, and groves was blurred. The dreams lee 
and protection were how of destruction and waste. Treaty rights were igno and 
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mmis were entirely ignored. Property rights were as if written in the sanda. 
atents to the lands were no more binding than political platforms to carry elections, 
only good during the campaigns, 

We can see a waste of possibly $500,000 in the Columbus colony alone, where small 
investors dropped in many Cases all they had, and were invited to hasten to the 
ena States and depend on charity of friends. Ask why all this? Later, truth 
may tell. 

Iam not of those who may say that the Mexican people are all bad. I would esti- 
mate that 95 per cent of them are inclined to peace and Industry. Not over 5 per cent 
rule the masses and are responsible for the reign of terror in Mexico. 

The masses are ax helpless to defend themselves against that small minority as a 
flock of sheep against a woli in their midst. The minority is increasing daily. The 
majonty is daily growing weaker. The minority will never reform within themselves. 
They are in a normal state from centuries of bandit activity, curbed for a season by 
President Diaz, and liberated by Francisco Madero. The opening of prison doors 
was easy. The round-up of the lawless has not beer within the power of any leader 
in Mexico. 

What can be done? What will happen, and when? 


DAMAGE AND LOSSES. 


I have suffered losses, and mental and physical harm that can not easily be e-ti- 
mated: 


[bought one-third interest in land............. 22.62 e cece eee ee ee eee eee $16, 000 
Spent preparatory to Colom zation iiaae arene EE NE 16, 000 
Protocalization and taxes, approximately.........---.. 22+. eee eee eee ee eee 2, 000 
Schoole and teaching. -scce ecenin cc eee ee eect enterenrecetesees 500 
Giits and charities..... eee ee nett tenet eee tee e eee ee eee eee 300 
Expenses in Various SUMIKG. eair ti dated one taee a nneremans eased EEEE 5, 500 
Damages article 27; d €CheC8:caccsentecacce ds eet VEEE SRE E ER E 50, 000 

TO 225 chien aaa r e N ESE AA 89, 300 


The above is exclusive of the damages for arrest, abuse, and imprisonment, as per 
complaint resting in the Department of State, and minor outrages to my person by a 
Mexican thief, working for the National Lines, whom I caught stealing my onions, 
and a special outrage I suffered in an attack by a German and a Swede at Columbus. 
l could get no action by the courts in either case. 


Balance on hand for old age, zero. 
I inclose the few pages, with the ‘‘reservations”’ that they are not for the press, 


As you doubtless know, we have no immunity and I have not been immersed in the 
River Styx, and I still hope to get something out of Mexico. I know not what to do. 
[am now losing everything in way of cropsand rentals by not feeling safe to go. Iwas 
elected for kidnaping when I left there last May, through the warning of Mexican 
enda, 
Can not get any one to collect anything for me. I must not be under the ban in 
gerio. I did not name the butchery of one of our citizens as I suppose others have 
one 80. 
loyally, 
L. J. KaALKLoscn. 


_—_— a cii 


THE STORY OF THE THEFT OF THE LAND OF THE COLONY MORELOS (MORMON) IN THE 
STATE OF SONORA, MEXICO, 


[As told to me in person by J. Lillywhite, now head man of the colony.) 


The Mormon colony Morelos was established in Sonora on the Bavispe River about 
191. It was founded bv about a dozen families, mostly from Utah. In 1910 the 
colony numbered about 700 persons and was in a prosperous condition. The colonists 
“4 purchased their land—-seme 27.000 acres—partly from Cole & Cameron, an Amer- 
lan firm of cattlemen, and partly from Mexican owners, 
he colonists built some 50 brick dwelling houses, a flour mill, a fine schoolhouse, 
and fenced and irrigated their lands, adding greatly to the value of their holdings, 
he farms were stocked with well-bred cattle, horses, hogs. and chickens. The 
Colonists engaged in general farming, the crops consisting of wheat, corn, barley, 
Potatoes and other vegetables, and fruits of many kinds. One year their wheat crop 
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amounted to 47,000 bushels. An imported stallion owned bv a few of the colonists 
cost $2,299. Other blooded animals were imported by the colonists. 

When Diaz was driven out the colony was flourishing. In the spring of 1912. when 
Oroszco’s Red Flaggers overran Chihuahua, the colonists were asked by the American 
Government to come out. They comphed with the request, but left Mexican care 
takers on their property. A few never went back, not having the means, (ther 
went back as soon as they could to take care of their own and of the property of ther 
associates, 

Those who went back took in with them an American consul named Dye. who went 
with them and gathered up along the valley merchandise which had been looted from 
their stores. Mexicans owning the homes searched invariably denied that they had 
anything belonging to the colonists, but in the face of these denials goods stolen frem 
the colonists were found in nearly every home. Consul Dye took photographs of the 
wrecked and lonted stores and houses and sent them to Washington. 

The mill was destroyed. More than a ton of books, charts, and school paraphernalia 
had a taken away and destroyed, or were scattered over the country for mile 
around. 

The mill was rebuilt and the machinerv replaced by the Lillywhite Brothers. The 
colony resumed operations and went along with more or less interference by the 
revolutionists, who dvnamited the irrigation dam and helped themselves from time 
to time to the cattle, horses, and produce of the colonists. 

In 1915, when Carranza joined up with Gen. Calles in Sonora and they marched east 
into Chihuahua, the Mexicans living near the colony had already decided to seize 
the land of the colonists. Carranza stopped at Colonia Morelos, and these Mexicans 
appealed to him to divide the lands up among them. When they had finished their 
plea, J. Lillywhite took Carranza into his buggy and drove him over the colony, 
pointing out the brick houses, the mill, the growing orchards, and the fields of erain 
and the irrigation dam, and then, by comparison with 200-vear old towns like Frortems. 
argued with Carranza that what the Mormons had accomplished in five vears would 
not have been accomplished by native Mexicans in two centuries. Carranza agreed 
with him and promised to protect the colonists in their rights. On their retum he 
replied to the clamorous Mexicans bv saying that he would not have the colomets 
disturbed; that they had paid for their lands and developed them and made them 
productive, and were entitled to all they had accumulated. Then he told J. Lillv- 
white to recall all the missing colonists, saving they were just the class of people the 
country needed, and he promised then and there to issue permits to the colonist: t^ 
bring in free of duty any live stock or machinery that they needed to carry on their 
development work, and also that he would guarantee the colonists protection for liie 
and property. 

For a time thereafter the colonists were subjected only to those annoyances arising 
from marauding visits of occasional bands of revolutionists and bandite. 

When Villa was on his way to take Agua Prieta in Sonora. Gen. Calles sent down 
to the colony a demand that the mill be dismantled at once so that Villa could get no 
flour. Calles’ men took away an important part of the machinery and put the mill 
out of commission. Villa's men, in trving to get what flour remained in the mul, 
completely wrecked the machinery. The mill was acain rebuilt, but the two cropé 
of wheat then on the ground—one in the st ‘ck and one ready to harvest—were eei7ed 
by Carranza forces before they could be gotin. This was at the time that the Pershing 
punitive expedition started in and when the country was expecting interventicn. 

Just after this Gen. Calles seized all the land belonging to the colonists and turned 
it over to the Mexicans who had been clamoring for it. The colonists held the hous 
then occupied by them and J. Lillywhite held the mill and a small piece of ground 
which he refused to vive up. The Mexicans took the rest of the land, vacant houses 
and most of the farming tools without compensation to the colonists. 

The Mexicans were unable to raise enouzh to feed themselves, and J. J.illywhite 
went into other districts and bought and shipped in wheat in order to {ill his contract 
to supply El Tigre Mining Co. The Commissary of the Mexicans who were living on 
the land belonging to the colonists then appeared at the mill and demanded the 
flour milled for El Tigre Mining Co. They wanted all there was, but “ compromised 
on a ton, which was delivered to them. Then they promptly demanded the rest, 
and had got two tons more when the millman crippled the engine so that they coul 
not get the rest. The Mexicans then appealed to the presidente of the district at 
Agus Prieta, who went to the colony and arranged with J. Lillywhite for a thousand 

ounde more of flour on the condition that the Mexicans would pay for it at the next 

arvest. Only asmall part of the three tons and a half was ever paid for. Bad wheat 
was received for some, and some poor labor was done for another small part. J. Lilly- 
white’s loss on this wheat was more than a thousand dollars. 
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Since that time the Mexicans have been in possession of the land. They have 
destroyed many of the buildings and torn up a good many fences, moving the wire 
to other parta of the country and selling it. They cut down bearing fruit-trees to 
plant corn, and used about as much judgment in their other farming operations. 

Many of the colonists gave up in disgust and came out after turning their claims | 
over to J. Lillywhite.. He remained and protested vigorously to the Mexican authori- 
ties against the vandalism of those who had seized the properties of the colonists. 
He was told that he had nothing to do with the properties by the Mexicans in control, 
and the Mexican authorities simply ignored his protests. 

Mr. Lillywhite stated that quite recently the Mexican authorities had made a de- 
mand upon him for payment of taxes on the property which had been taken from 
him and the other colonists 

And that is the way the matter stands at this time. 

I have read over the above statement and certify to its truth. 

(Signed) J. LiLLywaire, 
Post-office box 413, Douglas, Ari. 
Doveias, ARIZ., November 5, 1919. 


L. Witzke, 24 years of age; German citizen; left Germany 1912, arriving in San 


: Francisco 1916. Left United States in March, 1914. Arrested January 31, 1918, at 


Nogales, Ariz. Since then in custody. l 
l went to Mexico because I feared a declaration of war between the United States 


_ and Germany. I got hold of a Russian passport and the legation secretary sent me 


to Janke who was the head of the German secret service at Monterrey. He was living 
in a house belonging to a Mexican, Calle Guerrero 18. He took care of the Germans 
coming from the United States. 

Janke told me that von Eckhardt and Carranza had an agreement and were work- 
ing together. There was no go-between. Carranza and von Eckhardt always con- 
ferred personally. The latter part of 1917 von Eckhardt tried to float a loan for 
(arranza and I don’t know whether he was successful or not, for I was arrested before 
it was completed. Von Eckhardt offered to put up German securities. When 
Carranza wanted von Eckhardt he would send for him and he would go in an auto 
and call on him publicly. As to what took place no one would know for their business 
was formal. Meetings always took place in Carranza’s office in the National Palace. 

Swertz was a major in Carranza’s Army. He was a German citizen; a noncemmis- 
aoned officer in German Army. Received his commission in 1916. He had been 
aested since arrival in the United States and escaped to Mexico. Gov. Calles 
being very much pro-German gave him a commission. 

Gen. Kloss was a German citizen; now an officer in the Carranza Army. Of course 
he was very much pro-German. 

Ninety per cent of the Mexican Army were anti-American and pro-German since 
the war started. 

There was a proposal to Mexico from Zimmerman to Carranza that if the United 
States went into the war Germany, Japan, and Mexico were to make an alliance 
against the United States, and Mexico was to get Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, and 
California for her part. ‘This was before the war. Carranza tried to get Japan to 
ee but failed. Carranza’s secret service men would make their reports to the 
‘exican Government, and anything they reported that was of interest to us we would 
get it through official channels. Von Brandt was our agent in Nuevo Laredo: he 
was a saloon man. His son was one of the means of communication across the river. 

lso taxi driver. 

Gens, Obregon, Pablo Ganzales, who has a German wife, Murguia, Flias Calles, 
rano, Gen. Garza, of Mexico City, were all strong pro-German. Everhush said 

e also paid Pelaez. The Mexican consul at Laredo was very kind to me and in 
1917 viséd my passport. I did not have a picture but he passed me. He knew I 
wasa German secret service agent. He asked my name and I told him, and heat once 
said all right. ° 

he German Government through Spain had Mexico to be neutral, fer the pur- 

he of having that as a refuge for the German secret service, etc. We thought the 

hited States might force an issue with Mexico; hence we sent our agents to Tampico 
to keep peace as far as possible between the Mexicans and the oil people. 

We received our notices and news from Germany through Laredo, Tex., and E) Paso 
Principally and by wireless in Mexico City in the Chapultepee Park. At first it was 
Rot strong enough and the Mexican Government put it up higher. We received our 
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news over the wireless in code. We could not send messages, but could receive 
which were relaved. 

It is against the law in Mexico for a foreigner to send code messages. All | had 
to do was to tell nearly anv Carranza general who I was and my business, and he would 
at once allow me to send code messaves especially enumerated above. 

Gov, Cantu is anti-Carranzista and pro-American. Prior to the United States’: entry 
into the war it was Germany's wish for Mexico and the United States to get inte war 
so as to keep the United States occupied here and not have opportunity to consider 
European matters. My understanding was that Mexico was to harass the Unitel 
States border prior to the war with Germany so she would not enter the war against 
Germany. Carranza soldiers would raid on the border under the guise of other parties. 
Maurio Mendez, minister of telegraph, was under pay from the German Government. 
His pay was paid through Carranza, who was repaid by the German citizens of Mexieo. 

Carranza was pro-German because he thought it the salvation for his country, To 
keep himself in favor had to be anti-American, for the Mexican people are anti- 
American, 


San ANTONIO, December 3, 1919, 
ACCOUNT OF THE ROWE KIDNAPING AS TOLD BY HIMSELP, 


About a month ago some seven rebels entered the mining camp. There were about 
100 men employed around the camp. A man had been placed on a near-by hill to 
warn of the approach of rebels: he tailed to warn of the approach of this same bunch of 
seven. When the bunch arrived at the mine, a Frenchman started to run from the 
office to his room: he was shot in the stomach, later he was killed. The Englishman 
Rowe was carried away. That night a man came and said he would be released tor 
2,000 pesos. The money was sent out, but for various reasons the delivery could not 
be made. Soldiers were near by, so the money was returned: a later effort of this 
nature failed. A few days after they kidnaped Rowe they went into a small village 
and carried off a girl, the captain took her: a few days later the second in command 
thought he should bave the girl: he killed his superior and took the girl. Some days 
later another of the party, a friend of the captain, killed the second who had been in 
command originally; this killer took the girl tor himself. Later another of the bunch, 
a friend of the first killer, killed the last one who got the girl: this killer run away, 
thus leaving only three in the bunch. During all the time they were or had been 
skipping from pillar to post, dodging around, alwavs guarding Rowe. Some three 
weeks after he had been taken the bunch deliberately hanging him to a tree in order not 
to be bothered with him any more. He prevailed upon them to allow him his liberty 
and he would send them 1,000 pesos. Thev cussed bim out, but eventually accepted 
the proposition: they carried him to a near-by village and allowed him to go. He 
had to rest a week in the village: he was in a very bad shape: eventually he arrived 
at Fresnillo and gave this account of his experiences. He means to send the thousand 
pesos, as next “gringo” they caught thev might not take his word. Just as the vice 
consul in Zacatacas heard of the matter, he complained: many soldiers were sent out, 
but they had no part in the “rescue” as reported by the press. 

Fresnillo is a small place, 40 miles north of the city of Zacatacas. The mining camp 
herein mentioned is 6 miles from Fresnillo. ` 


LIST OF AMERICANS KILLED IN MEXICO, NOT IN MURDER MAP. 


Darrow Berris, Nuevo Buena, 1913. 
De Fabir, C. G., Cerecruz, soldier. 
Bruce, Bruce, Ner Guerrero, 1916, 
Echold, - --—-, Temosachie, 1914. 
Earnest Howell. 

Goodman, child, Acapulco, 1911. 
Goodman, child. Acapulco. 
Goodman, child, Acapulco. 

Jones, Harry J., Texas, 1915, soldier. 
Johnson, Guy, Chihuahua, 1916. 
Keane, Peter, 1916, 

Martinez, Luciano, Tampico district, 1913. 
Martinetto, A., Cumpas, 1915. 
Miller, Chas. De Witt, Columbus. 
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Morris, J. L., Cumbre Tunnell, 

Patrick, Glennon, Alamo, Lower California, 1911. 
Pearson, George F., Western Chihuahua, 1916. 
Pelham, Oscar, Santa Gertrudis Mine, Pachuca, 1911. 
Price, Scott, Mexico, 1912. 

Riche, A. C., Columbus. 

Snell, Benjamin, Ner Minaca, 1916. 

Stell, Dr. A. T., Near Guerrero, 1916. 

Stevens, William J., Pacheco, 1912. 

Smith, Barron, Mexico City, 1915. 

Woli, U. G., Sonora, 1913. 

Tavlor, S. E., 1915. 

Thomas, Robert. 


{Confidential.] 


[Thirty-sixth Congress, first session. Executive, No. 98.] 


TRANSIT AND COMMERCE WITH MEXICO. 


MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES TRANSMITTING A TREATY OF 
TRANSITS AND COMMERCE BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE 
MEXICAN REPUBLIC; ALSO A CONVENTION TO ENFORCE TREATY STIPULATIONS BE- 
TWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE MEXICAN REPUBLIC, BOTH SIGNED 
AT VERA CRUZ ON THE MTH DAY OF DECEMBER, 1859. 


January 4, 1860. Read, and, on motion by Mr. SS referred, together with the 
treaties and accompanying documents, to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and 
ordered to be printed in confidence for the use of the Senate. 

March 6, 1914. Injunction of secrecy removed, and ordered printed for the use of 
the Senate. 

To the Senate of the United States: 

I transmit to the Senate for consideration, with a view to ratification, a ‘‘treaty of 
transits and commerce between the United States of America and the Moxican re- 
public;” and also a ‘‘cunvention to enforce treaty stipulations” between the same 
parties, both of which were signed by the plenipotentiaries of the respective govern- 
ments, at Vera Cruz, on the 14th December ultimo. 

I also transmit a copy of a despatch of the minister of the United States accredited 
to the Mexican government to the Secretary of State relative to these instruments. 

JAMES BUCHANAN. 


Wasainoton, January 4, 1860. 


Mr. McLane to Mr. Cass. 


No. 56.] UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
Vera Cruz, December 14, 1859. 


Sir: I have the satisfaction to forward herewith a treaty concluded with the gov- 
emment of Mexico, by which it will be perceived that my negotiation for transits and 
nights of way across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, and from the Rio Grande and Arizona 
to the Gulf of California, is successfully closed, and that this government consents to 
all the stipulations deemed important by the President to insure the safety of the 
same 


I have also concluded and forward herewith a convention with the government of 
Mexico to enforce treaty stipulations, and to maintain order in the territory of the 
republics of Mexico and the United States, by which it will be perceived that, while 

e independence of Mexico is in no degree compromised, the United States acquires 
the right to intervene in support of its own treaty nghts and the security of its own 
(zens whenever Mexico may be unable to guaranty the same, without incurring 
z obligation or necessity of a general intervention in the domestic affairs of that 

untry. 

The treaty of transits and commerce is based upon the resolutions or project of Mr. 

mpo, submitted to me with his letter of the 9th July, 1859, a copy of which waa 
transmitted to you as exhibit A of my despatch No. 23. The articles of this project 
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have been modified in pursuance of your instructions communicated in your No. 10. 
which modifications were refused by Mr. Fuente in his note of August 30, a copy of 
which was transmitted to you as exhibit A of my despatch No. 33, and again on the 
24th November, in a personal conference with me, after which he retired from the 
government, President Juarez having decided that it was his duty to conclude the 
negotiation on the basis of your instructions already noted. Mr. Ocampo then having 
resumed the post of Minister of Foreign Affairs, I held several conferences with him, 
in which I advised him that I had no desire to press the views of my government 
further, and that I should not resume the negotiation unless the views of the President 
in relation to the protection of the transits were promptly and fully conceded. In 
reply to which he informed me that he had received instructions to accept the propo- 
sition I made to Mr. Fuente in August, to wit: that the article in the treaty with the 
republic of Nicaragua relating to the protection necessary and proper to insure the 
safety of the transits should be adeated: as a satisfactory solution of the question. 

I accepted this concession, and proceeded with the examination of the other articles 
of his project, all of which were modified to meet the views of the government of the 
United States, except in relation to the limitation proposed by me on the dividends 
that might be made by companies possessing the privileges of transit. In the exer- 
cise of the discretion confided to me I did not press this proposition, as Mr. Ocampo 
manifested unusual sensibility in reference to it, and persisted in his opinion that such 
a limitation ought not to be enforced upon companies that invested capital in Mexico, 
where the value of money was so much greater than in the United States or in Europe; 
but I deemed it expedient to extend and enlarge the demand I had made concerning 
the commercial privileges to be enjoyed at the termination of the transits. With this 
view I prop: sed that a list of articles should be agreed upon, being the growth, product 
or manufacture of the two republics, and that the Congress of the United States should 
select from the list at its discretion which articles could be imported into either repub- 
lic at these transits on terms of perfect reciprocity, whether free or at a fixed rate of 
duty. In this list I embraced everything that was included in the project of a reci- 
procitv treaty formerly negotiated between Mexico and the United States, with some 
additional articles of considerable importance, especially all grains and breadstuflg, 
and manufactures of cotton and leather. 

I consider this arrangement, when taken in connection with the warehousing regu- 
lations provided for in the original project, to be of great importance, not only to the 
frontier population between Mexico and the United States, but to the general com- 
mercial Interests of both republics, more particularly to the agricultural interest of 
the west, and the manufacturers of cotton and leather, whether in the west or east: 
and as it is embodied in the treaty of transits and commerce, the original project of 
which has already received the sanction of the President, I indulge the hope that he 
will find in it an additional reason for receiving with satisfaction the result of my 
negotiation. 

This treaty of transits and commerce, as concluded, cedes to the United States in 
perpetuity the right of way across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec and from the Rio 
Grande and Arizona to the Gulf of California, with free passage of goods, merchandise, 
and mails, troops and munitions of war. Warehouses are to be erected at the termini 
of the transita, and regulations established for storage of goods for sale in Mexico of 
for reshipment, and transit free of duty, with a schedule of articles to be imported 
into either republic on terms of a perfect reciprocity. Power is conceded to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States to use its military force to insure the safety of these 
transits and that of its citizens who may enjoy the same. These provisions, with the 
stipulation exempting them from forced loans and guaranteeing religious freedom and 
worship in chapels or private houses, will give to the citizens of the United States 1p 
Mexico great advantages, and on the line of the transits as well as on the inland frontier 
contribute to the wellare and general prosperity of both republics. 

The amount of four millions is stipulated as the sum to be paid to Mexico In com- 

ensation for its loss of revenue for the free passage of goods through its terntory 
eee our Atlantic and Pacific States or destined for consumption in Arizona, an 
in consideration of the concessions embraced in the other stipulations of the treaty. 
Two millions of this amount are reserved for the satisfaction of claims of citizens 
the United States against the government of Mexico. 

I have commented upon all these stipulations in former despatches, and expressed 
to vou the opinion I entertain of their value; it is not necessary, therefore, that 
should extend my observations in this despatch, my purpose being simply to recapit- 
ulate the stipulations embraced in the treaty as it has been concluded by me. 

In reference to the convention to enforce treaty stipulations and to maintain order 


° 


in the territory of either republic, I have little to add to what I have repeatedly 
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brought to your attention in connection with the inability of any government that 
may exist in Mexico as a central government to perform properly its functions as a 
supreme government, and in discussing Mr. Ocampo’s project of a treaty of alliance 
between Mexico and the United States. I do not doubt now, and I have never 
doubted, the ability of the constitutional government to sustain itself against the 
church and military government that has possession of the capital, but I cannot foresee 
when or how the struggle hetween them will terminate; and until such a termination 
is reached citizens of the United States in Mexico will be exposed to danger, and 
treaty stipulations will be violated. Under these circumstances, although I have on 
all occasions represented to the constitutional government that I was instructed to 
adhere to the fixed policy of the United States and avoid all intervention with the 
domestic administration of Mexico, yet I have steadily insisted that it was the recog- 
nized duty of the government of the United States to intervene and interfere when- 
ever ifs own security, or what was due to itself in the abstract, or in virtue of treaty 
stipulations, required such intervention, as also to protect and defend the lives and 
property of citizens of the United States within the territory of Mexico. 

ecping this general principle in view, and pursuing the spirit of your instructions 
on this point, I have endeavored to come to such an understanding with the consti- 
tutional government as would permit such an intervention witb the least possible 
disturbance of the friendly relations that ought to be maintained between the two 
republics, and without any real departure from the policy of the United States in 
this connection. 

It has been with much difficulty that I induced the constitutional government to 
recognize its obligation to seek the aid of the government of the United States when 
it was unable to perform with effect its proper functions as a government; and it was 
only when I represented that sooner or later the government of the United States 
would act without reference to it or any other government or authority, in defence 
of its treaty rights and to protect its citizens, that I was able to come to any con- 
clusion satisfactory to myself on this point. 

The principle of mutuality or reciprocity that prevails in the convention I have 

concluded and now submit for the consideration of the President seems due to the 
self-respect of the government of Mexico, and was justified practically by recent 
events on the Rio Grande frontier; and I adopted it willingly, and with confidence 
that it gave greater strength to the convention than if I had only contemplated the 
contingency that the weakness of the Mexican government rendered such interven- 
hon necessary. . : 
_ Tam aware that I have acted very much on my own discretion and responsibility 
in concluding this convention, ou I have endeavored to follow the spirit of your 
Instructions; and I am persuaded that if the government of the United States de- 
clines the responsibility imposed upon it by the adoption and ratification of this con- 
vention, further anarchy will prevail in Mexico, until it will be terminated by direct 
Intervention from some other quarter in the federal politics of Mexico, or by an inter- 
vention of our own, caused by some sudden and unforeseen provocation that will 
€xpose us to the responsibilities of a general war, and a conquest that few would desire 
to undertake or consummate. 

I beg to call your attention to my despatch, No. 5, in connection with the value of 
the transit from Guaymas to Arizona, and to my despatches Nos. 8, 10, 17, and 22, 
in reference to the Tacubaya assassinations, and the demand addressed to the Miramon 

vernment for redress, and also to my No. 54, referring to the assassination of Ormond 

hese; and in this connection I invite your particular attention to the necessity of 
adopting some measure in concert with the constitutional government, or independent 
thereof, to enforce these demands. All the facts connected with these transactions 
urge strongly the adoption of the convention herewith transmitted. 
ery respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RosBert M. McLane. 
Hon. Lewis Cass, 
Secretary of State, Washington Cily. 
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{[Confidential.} 


(Thirt y-sixth Congress, first session. 


Executive, No. 98.] 


TREATY OF TRANSITS AND COMMERCE BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND 
THE MEXICAN REPUBLIC, DATED AT VERA CRUZ, DECEMBER 14, 1559, 


January 4, 1860. Read, and, on motion by Mr. ——, referred, together with the 
treaties and accompanying documents, to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and 
ordered to be printed in confidence for the use of the Senate. 

March 6, 1914. Injunction of secrecy removed, and ordered printed for the use of 


the Senate. 


X 


Whereas the ratifications of a treaty of 
amity, commerce, and navigation were 
exchanged between the United States of 
America and the United Mexican States 
on the fifth of April, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-one; and whereas the 
ratifications of a treaty for the alteration 
of boundary and the regulation of a transit 
or right of way across the Isthmus of 
Tehuantepec were exchanged between 
the same two republics on the thirtieth of 
June, one thousand eight hundred and 
fiftv-four; and whereas, it is deemed ex- 
pedient to amplify and extend some of the 
stipulations of the aforesaid treaties, and 
thus render more firm and inviolable the 
true and sincere friendship now existing 
between the United States and Mexico: 

Wherefore the following stipulations 
have been agreed upon by means of a 
treaty of transits and commerce. 

For which important object. the Presi- 
dent of the United States of America has 
appointed Robert M. McLane, a citizen of 
the United States, and envoy extraordi- 
nary and minister plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America near the Mexi- 
ean government, with full powers; and 
the President of the Mexican republic, in 
the exercise of the executive power, hav- 
ing conferred like full powers on the citi- 
zen Melchor Ocampo. Secretary of State 
and Foreign Affairs; and the aforesaid 
plenipotentiaries, after having compared 
and exchanged in due form their respec- 
tive powers as aforesaid, have agreed up- 
on the following articles: 


ARTICLE I. 


Asan amplification of the eighth article 
of the treaty of the thirtieth of December. 
one thousand eight hundred and fity- 
three, the Mexican republic cedes to the 
United States and its citizens and prop- 
erty, in perpetuity, the right of way, by 
the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, from one 
ocean to the other. by any kind of road 
now existing, or that may hereafter exist, 
both republics and their citizens enjoy- 
ing it. 


Considerando que las ratificaciones de 
un tratado de amistad. comercio, y navi- 
vacion fueron cangeadas entre los Estados 
Unidos dos Méjicanos y los Estados Uni- 
dos de América á los cinco dias de 
Abril, del año de mil ochocientos treinta 
y uno, y por cuanto que las ratificaciones 
de un tratado para la alteracion de los 
linderos y los reglamentos de un tránsito 
ó derecho de via al traves del Istmo de 
Tehuantepec fueron cangeadas entre las 
mismas dos repúblicas, á los treinta dias 
de Junio del año de mil ochocientos 
cincuenta y cuatro; y por cuanto se juzga 
conveniente ampliticar y estender algunas 
de las estipulaciones de los antedichos 
tratados, y de esta manera volver mas 
sólida e inviolable la verdadera y sincera 
amistad que ahora existe entre Méjico y 
los Estados Unidos, 

Por lo tanto las estipulaciones siguientes 
han sido convenidas por medio de uD 
tratado de transitos y cemercio. l 

Para cuyo importante objeto el Pres- 
dente de la república Méjicana, en el 
ejercicio del poder ejecutivo ha conferido 
plenos poderes al ciudadano Melchor 
Ocampo, Secretario de Estado y del 
Despacho de Relaciones Esteriores y el 
Presidente de los Estados Unidos de 
América al ciudadano Roberto M. Me- 
Lane, enviado estraordinario y miniatro 
plenipotenciario de log Estados Unidos de 
América cerca del gobierno Méjicano: y 
los susodichos plenipotenciarios despues 
de haber comprobado y cambiado sus re- 
spectivos plenos poderes, han convenido 
en los articulos siguientes: 


ARTICULO I. 


Como amplitication del articulo $ del 
tratado de 30 de Déciembre, de 1858, la 
reptblica Méjicana cede á los Estados 
Unidos en perpetuidad, y A sus ciuda- 
danos y aade el derecho de via por 
el Istmo de Tehuantepec, des de un 
oceano hasta el otro por cualquiera clase 
de camino que exista hoy 6 existir 4 en 
lo de adelante, gozando de ello ambas 
republicas y sus ciudadanos. 
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ARTICLE II. 


Both republics agree to protect all 
Toutes now existing, or that shall hereafter 
exist, over the said isthmus. and to guar- 
anty the neutrality of the same. 


ARTICLE III. 


Simultaneous with the first bona fide 
use of anv route across the said isthmus for 

urpores of actual transit, the republic of 
fexico shall establish two ports of de- 
poxit—the one on the east, the other on 
the west of the isthmus. No duty shall 
be levied by the government of Mexico 
upon foreign effects and merchandise 
which may pass bona fide by the said 
isthmus, and which may not be intended 
for the consumption of the Mexican re- 
public. No incumbrancce or tolls shall be 
imposed upon foreign persons and prop- 
erty which may pass by this road bevond 
those that may be imposed upon the per- 
sons and property of Mexicans. The re- 
public of Mexico will continue to allow 
the free and untrammeled transit of the 
mails of the United States, provided they 
= in closed mail bags, and they be not 
or distribution on the road. Upon such 
mails none of the charges imposed, nor of 
those which may hereafter be imposed, 
shall be applied in any case. 


ARTICLE IV. 


The Mexican republic agrees that it 
will establish for each of the two ports of 
deposit—the one on the east, the other 
on the west of the isthmus—regulations 
that will permit the effects and merchan- 

belonging to citizens or subjecta of 
the United States or of any foreign 
Country to be entered and stored in 
warehouses, which shall be erected for 
that purpose, free of all tonnage or 
other duties whatever, except the neces- 
sary charges for cartage and storage, 
which said effects and merchandise may 

- subsequently withdrawn for transit 
across the said isthmus, and for shipment 
from either of the said ports of deposit 
to any foreign port, free of all tonnage 
or other duties whatever; and they may 

ewlse be withdrawn from the said 
warehouses for sale and consumption, 
Within the territory of the Mexican 
republic, on the payment of such duties 
or imposts as the said Mexican govern- 
ment may be pleased to enact. 


ARTICULO II. 


Ambas republicas convienen en pro- 
tejer todos los caminos que existen hoy ó 
existan en lo de adelante y en garantizar 
la neutralidad de los mismos. 


ARTICULO IN, 


Simultaneamente con el primer uso 
bona fide de cualquiera ruta por medio de 
dicho istmo, con motivos de! tránsito 
efectivo del mismo, la república de 
Méjico, establecerá dos puertos de de- 

dsito, el uno al este, y el otro al neste del 
istmo. Ningun derecho se recandara por 
el gobierno de Méjico sobre los efectos y 
mercancias estrangeras que pasen bona 
fide por dicho Istmo, y que no sean desti- 
nados para el consumo de la república 
Méjicana. Ningun gravamen 6 derechos 
de portargo se Unpondrad á las personas y 
propriedades estrangeros, que pasen por 
este camino, mas de los que se impongan 
á los personas y propiedad Méjicanas. 
La república de Méjico continuará per- 
mitiendo el franco y libre tránsito de las 
balijas de correo de los Estados Unidos, 
siempre que pasen sacos cerrados y que 
no sean para repartirse en el camino. 
Sobre tales balijas ningunos deʻlos gra- 
vámenes impuestos ni de los que lor en 
sucesivo se impongan se aplicarán en 
ningun caso. 


ARTICULO IV. 


La república Méjicana conviene en 
establecer, para cada uno de los dos 
puretos de depósito, el uno al este, y el 
otro al oeste del istmo, los reglamentos 


que permitan la entrada y el almacenaje- 


e los efectos y mercancias perteneci- 
entes á los ciudadanos ó á los súbditos 
de los Estados Unidos 6 de cualquier 
pais estrangero, libres de todo gravámen 
de tonelada ú otro derecho cualquiera, 
con escepcion de los gartos necesarios 
para el acarreo y almacenaje de dichos 
efectos, para los cuales se construirán 
almacenes propios; los dichos efectos y 
mercancias pod ranser sacados del de- 
pósito para el tránsito de dicho istmo, 
asi como para embarcarlos desde cual- 
quiera de los dos puertos de depósito, 
con destino á cualquier puerto del 
estrangero que dando siempre libres de 
todo derecho de tonelada ú otro impuseto 
cualquiera; igualmente podran eer- 
sacados de dichos almacenes para ser 
vendidos y consumidos dentro del ter- 
ritorio de la república Méjicana, previo 
el pago de derechosé impuestos que 


tenga por bien decretar el dicho gobierno 


Méjicano. 
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ARTICLE V. 


The republic of Mexico agrees that 
should it become necessary at any time 
to employ military forces for the security 
and protection o poe and property 

assing over any of the routes aforesaid, 
it will employ the requisite force for that 

urpose; but upon the failure to do this, 
rom any cause whatever, the govern- 
ment of the United States may, with 
the consent or at the request of the gov- 
ernment of Mexico, or of the minister 
thereof at Washington, or of the compe- 
tent legally appointed local authorities, 
civil or military, employ such force for 
this and for no other purpose; and when 
in the opinion of the government of 
Mexico, the necessity ceases, such force 
shall be immediately withdrawn. 

ln the exceptional case, however, of 
unforeseen or imminent danger to the 
lives or property of citizens of the United 
States, the forces of said republic are 
authorized to act for their protection 
without such consent having been pre- 
viously obtained; and such forces shall 
be withdrawn when the necessity for 
this employment ceases. 


. ARTICLE VI. 


The Mexican republic grants to the 
United States the simple transit of its 
troops, military stores, and munitions of 
war, by the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, 
and by the transit or route of communi- 
cation referred to in this convention 
from the city of Guaymas, on the Gulf 
of California, to the Rancho de Nogales, 
or some suitable point on the boundary 
line between the republic of Mexico and 
the United Statea near the one hundred 
and eleventh decree west longitude from 
Greenwich, immediate notice thereof 
being given to the local authorities of 
the republic of Mexico. And the two 
republics agree, likewise, that it shall 
be an express stipulation with the 
companies or enterprises to whom here- 
after the carriage or transportation is 
granted, by any railroads or other means 
of communication, on the aforesaid tran- 
sits, that the price for conveying the 
troops, military stores, and munitions of 
war of the two repubhes shall be, at 
most, one-half the ordinary fare paid by 
the passengers or merchandise which 
may pass over the said transits; it being 
understood that if the grantees of privi- 
leges already granted, or which hereafter 
mav be granted, upon railroads or other 
means of conveyance over said transits, 
refuse to receive for one-half the price 
of conveyance the troops, arms, military 
stores, and munitions of the United 
States, the latter government will not 
impart to them the protection spoken of 
in articles second and fifth, nor any 
other protection. 
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ARTICULO V. 


La reptblica de Méjico conviene en 
que si fuere necesario, en cualquier 
tiempo el emplear fuerzas militares para 
la seguridad y proteccion de loe personas 
y propiedades que transiten por cuales- 
quiera de las rutas antedichas, ella 
empleará la fuerza necesaria con este fin: 
pero en caso de omision en hacerlo 
por cualquier motivo que fuere, el 
gobierno de los Estados Unidos, podrá 
con el consentimiento, 6 4'pedimento 
del gobierno de Méjico, ó al de su ministro 
en Washington, 6 al de las autoridades 
locales competentes y legalmente nom- 
bradas, sean civiles 6 militares, emplear 
tal fuerza para este efecto y no parm 
ningun otro; y cuando en el juicio del 
gobierno de Méjico cese esa necesidad, 
la tal fuerza se retirará inmediatamente. 

En el caso escepcional sin embargo de 
un peligro imprevisto 6 inminente para 
las vidas ó propiedades de los ciudadano 
de los Estados Unidos, las fuerzas de 
dicha república tendrán facultad de 
obrar para la proteccion de ellos. sin que 
dicho previo consentimiento haya sido ob- 
tenido, y tales fuerzas se retirarin cuando 
concluya la necesidad para su empleo. 


ARTICULO VI. 


La república Méjicana concede 4 lœ 
Estados Unidos el simple transito de sue 
tropas pertrechos y municiones de guerra 
por el Istmo de Tehuantepec, y por el 
tránsito ú ruta de comunicacion de que 
se habla en este convenio, desde la ciudad 
de Guaymas sobre el Golfo de Califorma, 
hasta el Rancho de Nogales, ú otro punto 
conveniente sobre la frontera entre la 
república de Méjico y los Estados Unides, 
cerca del grado 111° de longitud oeste de 
Greenwich dándose aviso de ello á las 
autoridades locales de la república de 
Méjico. Y las dos repúblicas convienen 
igualmente en que será estipulacion 
espresa con las compañias 6 empresas à 
las que en lo sucesivo se conceda e 
acarreo v trasporte, por cualesquiera 
ferro-carriles ú otros medios de comuni- 
cacion, en los ante dichos tránsitos, que 
el precio de conduccion de las tropas, 
pertrechos y municiones de guerra de las 
dos repúblicas será cuando mas la mitad 
del precio comun que paguen los pasajero 
ó las mercancias que pasen sobre dichos 
tránsitos; entendiéndose que si los con- 
cesionarios de privilegios ya acordado v 
que en lo sucesivo se acordaren sobre 
ferro-carriles ú otros medios de conduc- 
cion en dichos tránsitos rehusan recibir 
por mitad del precio de conduccion 2 
tropas, armas, pertrechos y municiones 
de los Estados Unidos, este úlumo 
gobierno no les impartirá la P 
de que hablan los Articulos I] y V, 4 
este tratado, ni ninguna otra. 


INVESTIGATION OF 
ARTICLE VII. 


The Mexican republic hereby cedes to 
the United States in perpetuity, and to 
their citizens and property, the right of 
way or transit across the territory of the 
republic of Mexico, from the cities of 
Camargo and Matamoros, or any suitable 
S on the Rio Grande, in the State of 

amaulipas, via Monterey, to the port of 
Mazatlan, at the entrance of the Gulf of 
California, in the State of Sinaloa, and 
irom the Rancho de Nogales, or any suita- 
ble point on the boundary line betweer 
the republic of Mexico and the United 
States, near the one hundred and eleventh 
degree west longitude from Greenwich, 
ma Magdalena and Hermosillo, to the city 
of Guaymas, on the Gulf of California, 
in the State of Sonora, over any railroad 
or route of communication, natural or 
artificial, which may now or hereafter 
exist or be constructed, to be used and 
enjoyed in the same manner and upon 
equal terms by both republics and their 
respective citizens, the Mexican re- 
public reserving always for itself the right 
of sovereignty which it now has upon 
all the transits spoken of in the present 
treaty. All the stipulations and regula- 
tions of every kind applicable to the 
right of way or transit across the Isthmus 
of Tehuantepec that are or have been 
agreed upon between the two republics, 
are hereby extended and applied to the 
foregoing transits or rights of way, 
excepting the right of passing troops, 
military stores, and munitions of war, 
from the Rio Grande to the Gulf of Cali- 
fornia. 


ARTICLE VIII. 


The two republics likewise agree that, 
from the list of merchandise here an- 
nexed, the Congress of the United States 
shall select those which, being the natu- 
ral, industrial, or manufactured product 
of either of the two republics, may be 
admitted for sale and consumption in 
either of the two countries, under condi- 
tions of a perfect reciprocity, whether 
they be considered free of duty, or at a 
rate of duty to be fixed by the Congress 
of the United States; it being the inten- 
tion of the Mexican republic to admit 
the articles in question at the lowest 
Tate of duty, ay even free if the Con- 
gress’ of the United States consents 
thereto. Their introduction from one to 
the other republic shall be made at the 
Points which the governments of both 
republics may fix upon, at the limits 
or boundaries thereof ceded and granted 
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ARTICULO VII. 


Ta república Méjicana por este articulo 
cede á los Estados Unidos en perpetuidad 
y á sus ciudadanos y Pori dade. el 
derecho de via ó tránsito por el territorio 
de la república Méjicana, desde las ciu- 
dades de Camargo y Matamoros ú otro 

unto conveniente del Rio Grande en el 
stado de Tamaulipas, por via de Mon- 
terey, hasta el puerto de Mazatlan, á la 
entrada del Golfo de California, Estado de 
Sinaloa; y des de el Rancho de Nogales, 
ú otro punto conveniente sito en las 
fronteras entre la república de Méjico 
y los Estados Unidos cerca al 111° grado 
de longitud oeste de Greenwich, por 
via de Magdalena y Mermosillo hasta la 
ciudad de Guaymas sita en el Golfo de 
California, Estado de Sonora, por cual- 
quier ferrocarril 6 via de comunicacion, 
natural 6 artificial, que por ahora 6 en 
lo venidero existiere 6 que se que se 
construyere para el uso y goce mutuo, y 
bajo las mismas condiciones, de ambas 
repúblicas y sus respectivos ciudadanos. 
reservándose siempre para si la república 
Méjicana el derecho de soberania que 
hoy tiene sobre todos los tránsitos de que 
habla el presente tratado. Todas las 
estipulaciones y reglamentos de cual- 
quiera clase aplicables al derecho de via 
ó transito por el Istmo de Tehuantepec, 
sobre los cuales estan de acuerdo v se 
an convenido entre las dos repúblicas, 
por este articulo se estienden y se 
aplicana á los antedichos tránsitos 6 
derechos de via, á escepcion del derecho 
de pasar tropas, pertrechos y municiones 
de guerra, desde el Rio Grande hasta 
el Golfo de California. 


ARTICULO VHI 


Convienen igualmente ambas repúbli- 
cas, en que, de la liste de mercancias 
aqui adjunta, elija el Congreso de los 
Estados Unidos las que, siendo producto 
natural, industrial ó manufacturado de 
cualquirea de las dos repúblicas sean 
admitidas para su venta yv consumo en 
cualquiera de los dos paises, bajo con- 
diciones de una reciprocidad e 
sea que se les considere libres de derechos, 
ó con tal cuota como sea fijada por el 
Congreso de los Estados Unidos. puerto 
que la intencion de la república Mejicana 
es admitir los articulos de que se trata á 
los mas bajos derechos, y aun libres, sì el 
Congreso de los Estados Unidos consin- 
tiere en ello. Su introduccion de una 
á otra república se hará por los puntos 
que los gebiernos de ambas repúblicas 
determinen en los limites ó términos de 
ellas, cedidos y concedidos para los 
tránsitos y enperpetuidad por este con- 
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for the transits, and in perpetuity, by 
this convention, either across the Isthmus 
of Tehuantepec or from the Gulf of Cali- 
fornia to the interior frontier between 
Mexico and the United States. If any 
similar privileges should be granted by 
Mexico to other nations at*the termini 
of the aforesaid transits upon the Gulls 
of Mexico and California, and upon the 
Pacific ocean, it shall be in consideration 
of the same conditions and stipulations 
of reciprocity which are imposed upon 
the United States by the terms of this 
convention. 


Schedule annexed to article VITT. 


Animals of all kinds. 
Plows and loose iron bars. 


Rice. 
Poultry and fresh eges. 
Quicksilver. 


Stone coal, 

Fresh, salted, and smoked meats. 

Wood and iron houses. 

Raw hides. 

Horne. 

Chile or red pepper. 

Drawings and models of large ma- 
chinery, buildings, monuments, and 
boats. 

Boats of all sizes and classes for the 
navigation of the rivem on the frontier. 

Brooms 2nd material for their manu- 
facture. 

Bridle bits. 

Fresh, dried, and sugared fruits. 

Type, spaces, plates for printing or 
engraving, rules, vignettes, and printing 
ink. 

Printed books of all classes bound in 
paper, (pamphlet bound). 

Hops. 

Timber, unwrought, and firewood. 

Butter and cheese. 

Geographical and nautical maps and 
topographical plans. 

Marble, wrought and unwrought. 

Machines and implements for agricul- 
ture, farming, mining, for the develop- 
ment of the arts and sciences, and their 
fixtures, either loose or for their repair. 

Dvewood. 

Fish, tar, turpentine, and ashes. 

Plants, trees, and shrubbery. 

Slates for roofing purposes. 

Common salt. 

Riding saddles. 

Palm-leaf hats. 

Plaster of Paris (gypsum). 

Vegetables. 

Undressed sheepskins. 

Grain of all kinds, and from which 
bread is made. 

Flour. 

Wool. 

Lard. 
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venio, ya al traves del Istmo de Tehuan- 
tepec, va desde el Golfo de California 
hasta la frontera interior entre Méjico y 
los Estados Unidos’ Si algunos privi- 
legios semejantes fueren concedido 
por Méjico Á otras naciones, en los tér- 
minos de los ante dichos tránsitos sobre 
los Golfos de Méjico y California y el 
oceano Pacifico, será en consideracion 
de las mismas condiciones y estipulacio- 
nes de reciprocidad que son impuestas 
á los Estados Unidos por los términos de 
esta convencion, 


Lista indicada en este articulo VIII 


Animales de todas clases. 

Arados y rejas sueltas. 

Arroz. 

Aves y huevos frescos. 

A ZogUe. 

Carbon de piedra. 

Carnes frescas, ahumadas y saladas. 

Casas de madera y de fierro. 

Cueros al pelo. 

Cuernos. 

Chile. 

Diseños y modelos de bulto de maqu- 
nas, edificos, monumentos y embarca- 
clones. 

Embarcaciones de todos tamaño ¥ 
clases para navegar en los rios de la 
frontera. 

Escobas y material para hacerlas. 

Frenos. 

Frutas, frescas, secas, y cubiertas. 

Letra, escudos, espacios, plecaa, 
viñetas, y tinta de imprenta. 

Libros impresos de todas clases á la 
rustica. 

Lupulo. 

Madera sin labrar v leña. 

Mantequilla v queso. 

Mapas geográficos, naúticos y cartas 
topográficas. 

Marmol labrodo y en bruto. l 

Máquinas y aparatos para la agricul- 
túra, fa industria, la mineria, las artes y 
las ciencias, y sus partes sueltas ó ple7as 
de refaccion, 

Palo de tinte. i 

Pez, alquitran, trementina y ceniza. 

Plantas, árboles, y arbustos. 

Pizarra para techos. 

Sal comun. 

Sillas de enontar. 

Sombreros de palma. 

Yeso. 

Vegetales. 

Talcas. , 

Granos de toda especie que sirvan para 
hacer pan. 

Harina. 

Lana. 

Manteca. 

Sebo. 
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Tallow. 

Leather, and manufactures of leather. 

Every species of textile or woven fabric 
of cotton, excepting that called brown 
sheeting (mantatriguefia. ) 


ARTICLE IX. 


As an amplification of the fourteenth 
and fifteenth articles of the treaty of the 
fifth of April, one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-one, in which that which re- 
lates to the exercise of their religion by 
the citizens of Mexico was stipulated, the 
citizens of the United States will be per- 
mitted to exercise freely in Mexico their 
religion, either in public or in private 
within their houses or in the churches and 
places which may be assigned to worship, 
a8 a consequence of the perfect equality 
and reciprocity which the second article 
of the same treaty states was taken for its 
basis. The chapels or places for public 
worship may be purchased, and shall be 
held as the property of those who may 
purchase them, as any other common 
property is purchased or held, excepting 
therefrom, however the religious com- 
munities and corporations to whom the 
present laws of Mexico have prohibited 
entirely and forever and a day the od- 
taining and holding anything whatever 
In propriety. In no case shall citizens of 
the United States residing in Mexico be 
es to have forced loans levied upon 

em. 


ARTICLE X. 


In consideration of the foregoing stipu- 
tions, and in compensation for the reve- 
hue surrendered by Mexico on the goods 
and merchandise transported free of duty 
through the territory of that republic, the 
government of the United States agrees to 
pay to the government of Mexico the sum 
of four mailliong of dollars, of which two 
millions shall be paid immediately upon 
the exchange of the ratifications of this 
treaty, and the remaining two millions 
shall be retained by the government of 
the United States for the payment of the 
claims of citizens of the United States 
Painst the government of the republic of 
Mexico, for injuries already inflicted and 
Which may be proven to be just, according 
to the law and usage of nations and the 
prnciples of equity; and the same shall 
e paid pro rata, as far as the said sum of 
two millions will permit, in pursuance of 
a law to be enacted by the Congress of the 
United States for the adjudication there- 
of, and the remainder of this sum shall be 
returned to Mexico by the United States, 
In case there be any such remainder after 
e payment of the claims thus found to 
e Just. 
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Cuero y manufacturas de cuero. 
Toda especie de i a de algodon, 
esceptuando el llamado mantatriguena. 


ARTICULO IX. 


Como amplificacion de los articulos 14° 
y 15° del tratado de 5 de Abril, de 1831, 
en que se estipuló lo relativo al ejercicio 
de fa religion paralos ciudadanos de la 
república de Méjico, se permitirá á los 
ciudadanos de los Estados Unidos que 
ejerzan libremente en Méjico su religion 
en público ó en privado dentro de sus 
casas ó en los templos y lugares que se 
destinen al culto, como consecuencia de 
la perfecta igualdad y reciprocidad que 
el Articulo II, del mismo tratado dice 
que se tomaba por base de él. Las ca- 
pillas ó lugares para el culto divino 
podrán ser comprados y serán poseidos 
como propiedad dequienes los cómpren 
como se compra y posee cualquiera otra 
propiedad comun, esceptuándose sin 
embargo á las comunidades ó corpora- 
ciones religiosas á las que las actuales 
leyes de Méjico han prohibido del todo 
y para siempre obtener y conservar nada 
en propiedad. En ningun caso que 
darán los ciudadanos de los Estados Uni- 
dos sujetos á que se les cobreu préstamos 
forzosos.. 


ARTICULO X. 


En consideracion de las anteriores esti- 

pulaciones, y en compensacion de las 
rentas á las cuales renuncia Méjico sobre 
los efectos y mercancias transportadas 
libres de derecho por el territorio de 
dicha república, el gobierno de log 
Estados Unidos conviene pagar al 
gobierno de Méjico la suma de cautro 
millones de pesos, de los cuales, dos 
millones se pagarán luego que se verifique 
el cange de las ratificaciones de este 
tratado, y los dos millones restantes serán 
reservados por el gobierno de los Estados 
Unidos en pago de las reclamaciones de 
los ciudadanos de los Estados Unidos 
contra el gobierno de la república de Mé- 
jico, por perjuicios que se les hayan 
causado, y que sea probado que son justas 
conforme á la ley y uso de las naciones y 
á los principios de la equidad: las cuales 
serán adjudicadas y pagadas pro rata hasta 
donde A ET la dicha suma de los dos 
millones, de conformidad con una ley que 
será decretada por el Congreso de los 
‘stados Unidos pata la adjucacion de 
esas mismas reclamaciones, y devuelta á 
Méjico la parte que sobre en el caso de que 
pagadas las reclamaciones justas quede 
algun sobrante. 
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ARTICLE XI. 


This treaty shall be ratified by the 
President of the United States, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate 
of the United States, and by the President 
of Mexico, in virtue of his extraordinary 
and actual executive functions, and the 
respective ratifications shall be exchanged 
at the city of Washington, within the 
exact period six months from the date of 
ita signature, or sooner if possible, or at 
the seat of the constitutional government, 
if any alterations or amendments be pro- 

osed by the President and Senate of the 

jnited States, and accepted by the Presi- 
dent of the republic of Mexico. 

In testimony whereof, we, the plenipo- 
tentiaries of the contracting parties, have 
hereunto affixed our hands and seals, at 
Vera Cruz, the fourteenth day of Decem- 
ber, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and _ fifty-nine, in the 
thirty-ninth year of the independence of 
the Mexican republic, and the eighty- 
fourth of that of the United States, — 

Rost. M. McLane. [L. s.] 
M. OcaMPo. (L. 8.] 


CONVENTION BETWEEN THE UNITED 
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ARTICULO XI. 


Este tratado sera ratificado por el Presi- 
dente de Méjico en virtud de sus funciones 
ejecutivas estraordinanias actuales, y per 
el Presidente de los Estados Unidos de 
America, conla anuencia y consenti- 
miento del Senado de los Estados Umdis, 
y las ratificaciones respectivas cangeadas 
en la ciudad de Washington, 6 en la re- 
dencia del gobierno constitucional si se 
propusicren algunas alteraciones ó enmi- 
endas por el Presidente y el Senado de les 
Estados Unidos, y se aceptáren por el 
Presidente de la repúbilca de Méjico, en 
el preciso término de seis meses contadis 
desde el dia en que se firme 6 antes “i 
fuere posible. 

En fé de lo cual, nosotros, lo plenipe 
tenciarios de las partes contratantes, l 
hemos firmado y sellado en Vera Cruz el 
dia catorce de Déciembre del año de! 
Señor mil ochocientos cincuenta y nueve, 
trigésimo noveno de la independencia de 
la república Méjicana y octogésimo cuatr 
de la de los Estados Unidos. 

M. Ocampo. [L. ] 
iL. Sj 


S 
Rost. M. McLane. {1.8 


STATES OF AMERICA AND THE MEXICAN RE- 


PUBLIC, DATED AT VERA CRUZ, DECEMBER 14, 1859. 


Convention to enforce treaty stipulations 
and to maintain order and security in the 
territory of the republics of Mexico and 
the United States. 


Whereas, in consequence of the existing 
civil war in Mexico. and particularly in 
view of the disturbed condition of the 
inland frontier of Mexico and the United 
States, occasion may arise when the forces 
of the two republic may find it necessary 
to act in concert and coOperation to 
enforce treaty stipulations and to main- 
tain order and security in the territory of 
either republic; wherefore the following 
convention has been agreed upon: 


ARTICLE I. 


If any of the stipulations of existin 
treaties between Mexico and the Unite 
States are violated, or the safety and se- 
curity of the citizens of either republic 
are endangered within the territory of the 
other, and the legitimate and acknowl- 
edged government thereof may be unable 
from any cause, to enforce such stipula- 
tions or to provide for such safety and 
security, it shall be obligatory on that 
government to seek the aid of the other 
in maintaining their due execution, as 


Convencion para ejecutor las estipulaciones 
de los tratados y conservar el orden y lu 
seguridad en cl territorio de los repúblicos 
de Méjico y de los Estados Unidos. 


Considerando que por resulta de la 
guerra civil que ecsiste en Méjico. y en 
vista particularmente del estado desorde- 
nado de la frontera del interior entre 
Méjico y los Estados Unidos, puelan 
suscitarse ocasiones en que las fuerzas de 
ambas repúblicas se vean necesitadas de 
obrar de acuerdo y en coðperarion para 
ejecutar las estipulaciones de los tratadis 
y para conservar el orden y la seguridad 
en el territorio de cualquiera de las do 
repúblicas, por cuyo motivo se ha cov- 
venido en la siguiente convencion: 


ARTICULO I. 


Si cualesquiera de las estipulaciones de 
los tratados vigentes entre Méjico V los 
Estados Unidos fueren violadas, ó el ree 
guardo y seguridad de los ciudadanos de 
cualquiera de las dos repúblicas tueren 
arrissyados dentro del territorio de la otn, 
y que el gobierno legitimo y reconocido 
de ella no pueda, por cualquier motivo. 
ejecutar tales estipulaciones 6 prevent 
tal resguardo y seguridad, será obligacion 
de aquel gobierno solicitar el socórro del 
otro para mantener la debida ejecucion 
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wellas orderand security in the territory of 
that republic, where such violation and 
discord occur; and in every such special 
case the expenses shall be paid by the 
treasury of the nation within whose ter- 
ritory such intervention may become 
necessary; and if disorder shall occur on 
the frontier of the two republics, the au- 
thorities of the two republics nearest. to 
the place where the disorder exists shall 
act in concert and codperation for the 
arrest and punishment of the criminals 
who have disturbed the public order and 
security of either repute’ and for this 
purpose the parties guilty of these offences 
may be arrested within either republic 
and delivered over to the authorities of 
that republic within which the crime 
may have been cominitted; the nature 
and character of such intervention, as 
Well as the expense thereof, and the man- 
her of arresting and subjecting to punish- 
ment the said criminals shall be deter- 
nuned and regulated by an agreement 
between the executive branches of the 
two governments. 


ARTICLE II. 


This convention shall be ratified by the 
President of the United States, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Sen- 
ate of the United States, and by the 
President of Mexico, in virtue of his ex- 
taordinary and actual executive func- 
ons, and the respective ratifications 
shall be exchanged at the city of Wash- 
mgton within the exact period of six 
months from the date of its signature, or 
sooner if possible, or at the seat of the 
Cnstitutional government if any altera- 
tions or amendments be proposed by the 
_resident and Senate of the United 
States, and accepted by the President of 
the republic of Mexico. 

n tesumony whereof, we, the pleni- 
potentiaries of the contracting parties, 
ave hereunto affixed our hands and 
als, at Vera Cruz, the fourteenth day of 
December, in the year ot cur Lord one 
thousand eight hundred und fifty-rine, 
In the thirty-ninth year of the independ- 
ence of the Mexican republic and the 
ghty-fourth oi that oi the United States. 

Ropr. M. MCLANE. i 8. 
M. UCAMYO. L. 1 
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de ellas, y tambien el orden y la seguridad 
en el territorio de aquella república en 
donde tal violacion y desorden sucedan; 
y en cada caso especial semejante, los 
gastos serin pagados por el Tesoro de la 
nacion dentro de cuyo territorio seme- 
jante, intervencion se haga necesaria; y 
eri el desorden sucediere sobre la frontera 
d las dos repúblicas, las autoridades de 
ambas repúblicas mas inmediatas al lugar 
adonde el desorden ocsista, obrarán de 
acuerdo y en coöperacion para el arresto 
y castigo de los criminales que han in- 
terrumpido la tranquilidad y seguridad 
ública de cualquiera de las dos repúb- 
icas, y con este fin los reos de estas faltas 
podrán ser arrestados dentro cualquiera 
de las dos repúblicas, y entregados á las 
autoridades de aquella república dentro 
de la cual el crimen haya sido cometido; 
el genero y el carácter de tal intervencion 
como tambien Ics gastos de la misma, y la 
manera de prender y someter al castigo 
los dichos criminales, serán determinados 
y arreglados por un convenio entre los 
rames ejecutivcs de los dos gobiernos. 


ARTICULO II. 


Esta convencion será mificada por el 
presidente de Méjico.en virtud de sus 
funciones ejecutivas estruordinarias actu- 
ales, y por el Presidente de los Estados 
Unidos de America con la anuencia y 
consentimiento del Senado de los Estados 
Unidos, y las ratificaciones respectivas 
cangeadas en la ciudad de Washington, 
ó en la residencia del gobierno constitu- 
cional si se propusierece algunas altera- 
clones ó enmiendas por el Presidente y 
el Senado de los Estados Unidos y se 
aceptaren por el Presidente de la repub- 
lica de Méjico, en el preciso término de 
seis meses contados desde el dia en que 
selfirme ó antes si fuere posible. 

En ié de lo cval, nosotros, los pleni- 
potenciaros, lo hemos firmado v sellado 
en Vera Cruz el dia catorce de Déciembre 
del atin del señor mil ochocientos cincu- 
enta y nueve, trigésimo noveno de la 
independencia de la república Méjicana 

 uctogésimo cuarto de la de los Estados 
Tnidos. 
M. Ocampo. 


[L. s. 
Rost. M. McLane. 


[L. 8. 
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{Confidential.] k 
(36th Congress, Ex. Session. Executive.] F 
TREATY WITH Mexico. i 


AMENDMENT TO BE PROPOSED BY MR, SIMMONS. i 


June 26, 1860, 

On motion by Mr. Mason 

Ordered, That it be printed in confidence for the use of the Senate. 
í March 6, 1914. Injunction of secrecy removed and ordered printed for the use of the 

enate. 
a article eight, strike out all after the word ‘‘agree” in line one, and insert the 

ollowing: 

—that from the ‘‘two lists” of merchandise here annexed, the Congress of the United 
States may select those which, being the natural industrial or manufactured product 
of the republic of Mexico, shall be admitted into the United States for sale and con- 
sumption therein, and also those which, being the natural industrial or manufactured 
product of the United States shall be admitted into the republic of Mexico for sale and 
consumption therein, under conditions of a perfect reciprocity as to the duties te be 
imposed thereon, it being agreed that the duties, if any, shall be the same in each of 
the two lists and operate alike in the two countries on all articles reciprocally received 
by the two republics; and the duties, if any, which shall be imposed by the Congress 

the United States upon the articles of merchandise received therein which are not 
received by Mexico, shall be the just measure of the duties to be paid to Mexico upon 
the articles of merchandise which are received by that republic and not received inm 
Mexico into the United States, it being the intention of the Mexican republic to admit 
the articles in question at the lowest rates of duty, or even free, if the Congress ui the 
United States assents thereto. 
¥ The following articles of merchandise, being of the growth or produce of the republic 
of Mexico, shall he admitted into the United States for sale or consumption therein, 
in conformity with the foregoing stipulations: 

Animals of all kinds. 

Ashes. 

Brooms, and materials for their manufacture. 

Boats of all sizes and classes, for the navigation of the rivers on the frontier. 

Coffee. l 

Cotton. 

Drawings and models of large machinery, buildings, monuments, and hoats. 

Fresh fruits. 

Fresh, salted, and smoked meats. 

Flour. 


Fish. 
Grain of all kinds, and of which bread is made. 
seo and nautical maps and topographical plans. 
Lard. 
Marble, wrought and unwrought. 
Machines and implements for the development of the arts and sciences, and thelr 
fixtures, either loose or for their repair. 
Poultry and fresh eggs. 
Plants, trees, and shrubbery. 
Plaster of Paris. [Gypsum.] 
Palm-leaf hats. 
Quicksilver. 
Rice. 
Tar. 
Tallow. 
Timber, unwrought, and fire-wood. 
Tobacco, unmanufactured or manufactured, other than segars and snuff. 
Turpentine. See 
Types, spaces, plates for printing or engraving, rules, vignettes, and printing,!D* 
Agave fiber, dressed or undressed, or made into rope, hammocks, or bags. 
Cocoa, cocoa shells, cocoa leaves, and cocoa nuts. 
Cochineal. 
Dye woods of all kinds and extracts thereof. 
Horns and horntips. 
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Indigo. 

Jalap. f 

Mahogany or other woods, used in the manufacture of furniture. 

Raw hides. 

Sarsaparilla. ' 

Undressed sheep skins or goat skins. i 

Wool, the value of which, when exported, shall not exceed eighteen cents per 
pound. : 

And the following articles of merchandise being of the growth or product of the United 
States shall be admitted into the republic of Mexico, either free of duty or upon the 
pavment of the same rates, or amount of duty, as shall be imposed by the Congress of 
the United States upon the articles of merchandise hereinbefore enumerated to be 
admitted into the United States from the republic of Mexico: 

Animals of all kinds. 

Ashes, 

Boats of all sizes and classes, suitable for the navigation of the rivers of the frontier. 

Brooms, and materials for their manufacture. 

Butter and cheese. 

Cotton. 

Caffee, 

The drawings and models of large machinery, buildings, monuments, and boats. 

Every species of textile or woven fabric of cotton, excepting that called brown 
sheeting. {Manta triguefia.] 

Fresh fruits. 

Fresh, salted, and smoked meats. 

Flour, 

Fish. 

Grain of all kinds, and from which bread is made. 

o aphical and nautical maps and topographical plans. 

ard. 

Leather, and all manufactures of leather. 

Machines, of all kinds, and implements for agriculture, farming, mining, for the 
development of the arts and sciences, and their fixtures, either loose or for their 
repair, 

Marble, wrought or unwrought. 

Palm-leaf hats, ° 

Plants. trees. and shrubbery. 

lows, and iron in bars, loose. 

Poultry and fresh eggs. 

Printed books, of all classes. bound in paper. [Pamphlet bound.] 

Plaster of Paris. [Gypsum.] 

Quicksilver. 

Ice, 

Stone coal, 

Screws, of all sizes. 

Tar and turpentine. 

allow, 

Timber, unwrought, and firewood. 

Tobacco, unmanufactured or manufactured. other than segars, and snuff. 

Types, spaces, plates for printing and engraving, rules, vignettes, and printing-ink. 

ood and iron hee 

Their introduction from one to the other republic, as stated, shall be made at the 
points which the governments of both republics may fix upon, at the limits or boun- 

anes of the transits ceded and granted in perpetuity by this convention, and at all 
other porte of entry now fixed. or which may hereafter he provided, in either of the 

Wo countries within the jurisdiction of either of the two governments now contracting 
or the entry of merchandise from other countries, and upon such proofs as may be 
required that the articles of merchandise so entered are of the growth or manufacture 
of the republic from which they are exported. 

any similar privileges shall be granted by Mexico to any other nation. at the 
termini of the aforesaid transits. upon the Gulfs of Mexico and California, and upon 
the Pacific ocean. or at any other ports of entry of the republic of Mexico, such grant 
privileges shall include a reciprocal trade between such other nation and Mexico 
in the same articles of merchandise. and other reciprocal benefits. with those herein 
stipulated between the United States and Mexico, and shall not be granted without 

e payment of a proportionate amount of money, in advance in each case, as an 
‘quivalent and compensation for the revenue which may be surrendered by Mexico 


3270 INVESTIGATION OF MEXIOAN AFFAIRS. 


in relinquishing the specific or other duties imposed upon others upon the introduction 
of the articles of merchandise herein enumerated into that republic. The amount 
to be paid in money by such other nation shall bear the same proportion to the amount 
of its trade with Mexico in the articles of merchandise herein enumerated, as the 
sum of four millions of dollars bears to the amount of the trade from the United States 
to the republic of Mexico in the same articles of merchandise, and shall be computed 
and apportioned in each case upon the amount of the actual trade of the nations, 
respectively, to Mexico, in said articles of merchandise, for the five years next pre- 
ceding the time of the ratification of the present treaty: and all such commercial 
privileges shall terminate simultaneously with those herein granted. 


Art. —. Strike out all after the word ‘‘stipulations,’’ line 2, and insert the follow- 
ing in lieu thereof: 


—and as a commutation, equivalent, and compensation for the revenue surrendered 
by Mexico, upon the merchandise from the United States to be entered for consump- 
tion in, or to be transported through, the territory of the republic of Mexico free of 
duty, the government of the United States of America agrees to pay to the govern- 
ment of Mexico the sum of four millions of dollars, of which two millions shall be 
paid to Mexico immediately upon the exchange of the ratification of this treaty, and 
the remaining two millions shall be retained by the government of the United States, 
for the payment of the claims of citizens of the United States against the government 
of Mexico for Injuries already inflicted, and which may be proved to be just, accord- 
ing to the law and usage of nations and the principles of equity: and after the clams 
shall be ascertained, and a lst of the names of the claimants is reported to Congress. 
with the amount due to each respectively, in pursuance of a law to be enacted by the 
Congress of the United States for the adjudication thereof, the said two millions shall 
be appropriated by Congress for the payment of said claims, in full, if the said «um 
retained ts sufficient, and pro rata if insuflicient, to pay the whole: and the remainder 
of the two millions shall be paid to Mexico by the Caid States, in case there is any 
remainder after the payment of the clains thus proved to be just. 

The stipulations contained in the eighth article of the present treaty are to continue 
for ten years, and thereafter until one or the other of the said republics shall have 
given one year’s previous notice that they desire to terminate the same; and there 
and all other stipulations shall take effect when the two millions agreed to be paid 
to Mexico shall be paid, and the necessary laws to carry the same into operation 
shall be passed by the Congress of the United States. 


MEMORANDUM REGARDING THE RISHTS BOTH UNDER MEXICAN AND INTERNATIONAL 
LAW OF AMERICAN PETROLEUM COMPANIES OPERATING IN MEXICO IN RESPECT OF 
PETROLEUM PROPERTIES ACQUIRED BY THEM Prior to May 1, 1917. 


The following is a statement of the principal facts and Soy of Mexican and of 
international law involved in the controversy between the Federal Government of 
Mexico and the American oil-producing companics operating in that country. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS, 


L. The commercial development of petroleum in Mexico was commenced by Messrs. 
Edward L. Doheny and Charles A. Cantield, of the Mexican Petroleum Co., in the vear 
1900, in which year these gentlemen acquired their first petroleum properties w 
Mexico. 

2. Nota single acre of oil land was then or has at anv time since been acquired by 
these gentlemen or their companies, or any of the other American petroleum pro 
ducers trom the Mexican Government. No “concession” or grant of any kind has 
been made to any such company since the beginning of the development period. In 
every instance petroleum rights have been acquired by purchase or lease made with 
private owners who held under titles extending back in many instances more than 
250 years. 

A concession covering public lands was granted by the Government of Mexico toa 
Mexican Company owned by the leading English oil interests, but up to the present 
time no petroleum development has taken place under it. 

3. The only important concessions as to petroleum lands which have been granted 
at any time since the beginning of the Diaz régime, with the exception of the English 
concession above alluded to, are concessions granted within the last few monthe by 
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the Carranza government itself to its own friends and favorites. These concessions, 
if legally upheld, effect the confiscation of certain lands belonging to the American 
petroleum companies, for they purport to per nit drilling upon and along the beds of 
streams running throuvh the oil region despite the fact that the land underneath 
these streams is, subject. to certain easements of passage, owned to the center of the 
stream by the owners of the adjoining uplands. 

In other words, it remained for the Carranza government, purporting to repudiate 
alleged concessions, to itself enter largely into concession-granting activity. 

4. In reliance upon the provisions of the Mexican laws which we shall hereafter 
quote, American concerns have since 1900 made enormous investments in the pur- 
chase and acquisition by lease or contract of oil lands, and in the establishment of 
a very large system for the collection, distribution, transportation, and refining of 
the products of these fields. Every dollar of this investment was made in reliance 
upon the guaranties of the Mexican constitution of 1857, and upon the laws (dating 
trom 1884) declarations, announced policy, and supposed good faith of the Mexican 
(Government. 

5. In 1917 the Carranza government procured the adoption (by entirely ultra- 
constitutional methods) of the so-called Queretaro constitution, in which a clause is 
found declaring for the first time in the history of Mexican legislation that the Mexican 
Republic possesses what is called ‘‘direct dominion” over petroleum. 

No attempt was made to construe the meaning of this clause, or to put it into effect 
until February, 1918, when the first of a series of decrees relating to the subject was 
sued. These decrees emanated solely from Mr. Carranza as dictator, were not the 
result of legislative action by the Mexican Congress, were wholly without legal sanc- 
tion and were in no sense valid laws of the Mexican Republic. 

In substance these decrees purport to construe the constitutional provisions as 
retroactively affecting properties theretofore acquired by American companies under 
the terms of preexisting laws, and attempt to confiscate these properties and take 
them from their owners with no pretense of compensation. 

6. Direct enforcement of these laws was at first attempted by the Carranza gov- 
erament; but the petroleum companies, acting with the full knowledge and with 
the support of the United States State Department, refused to comply with their 
terms and to admit their validity. Thereafter the Carranza administration sought 
to accomplish indirectly, by preventing the actual enjoyment of the properties in 
one Way or another, the objects which they had been unable to accomplish directly, 
but in this thev likewise have failed owing to the determined and continued insist. 
ence of the American companies upon their rights both under the laws of Mexico and 
internationally. 

T. No questions of taxation are involved in this controversy. 

Attention is called to the following points of law: 


POINT I. 


_ During the entire period of the acquisition of these petroleum rights by the Amer- 
ian companies, and up to May 1, 1917, no doubt exists but that under the laws of 
Mexico the title to petroleum beneath the surface of privately owned lands belonged 
to the owner of the surface itself. 

From the time when Mexico gained its independence to 1884. no mining code or 

ederal legislation regarding title to substances found beneath the surface of the land 

been promulgated. 

_ Un December 14, 1883, however, the constitution of 1857 was amended by authoriz- 
Ing Congress “to promulgate mining and commercial codes which shall be binding 
throughout the Republic, ete.” (Constitution 1857, art. 72 as amended, Sec. X.) 

On November 22, 1884. the first Federal mining law of the Republic of Mexico was 
frmulgated under the foregoing provisions of the constitution of 1857. This mining 

W contained the following clause: 

“Art. 10. The following substances are the exclusive property of the owner of the 

ad who may, therefore, develop and enjoy them without the formality of entry 
‘denuucio) or special adjudication: IV * * * salts found on the surface, fresh and 
salt water, whether surface or subterranean; petroleum and gaseous springs * * *,” 

e provisions of this law leave no room for argument as to the absolute ownership 

% petroleum by the owner of the surface of any given tract of land. 

hese provisions were not and could not have been the result of any pressure brought 
to bear upon the Mexican Government by interested parties, for the commercial 
develo ment of petroleum did not commence until 16 years thereafter. 
Ou June 4, 1892, a further mining code was enacted, which contained the following 


Provisions: 
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“ART. 4. The owner of the land may freely work without a special concession in 
any case whatsoever the following mineral substances: Mineral fuels, oils, and mineral 
waters. 

“Art. 5. All mining property legally acquired and such as hereafter may be ac- 
quired in pursuance of this law shall be irrevocable and perpetual, etc.” 

This was the law in force at the time when commercial petroleum development 
first commenced in Mexico. 

a further mining code was issued on November 25, 1909, containing the following 
clause: 

“ ART. 2. The following substances are the exclusive property of the owner of the 
soil: 1. Ore bodies or deposits of mineral fuels of whatever form or variety. Il. Ore 
bodies or deposits of bituminous substances. ” 

These are the only basic laws relative to the subject which were promulgated in the 
Republic of Mexico between the date of its independence and the adoption of the 
Queretaro constitution in 1917. 

Their terms are distinct and unquestioned, and the officers of the Mexican Govern- 
ment themselves have never attempted to seriously claim that they are capable of 
anv interpretation other than that given to them by the petroleum companies. 

Each of these laws comprises an unequivocal invitation to foreign capital to enter 
into the petroleum business in Mexico and contains ample assurance that all such 
epn a could safely and popa deal with the owner of the surface of supposed 
petroleum lands; and all of the great petroleum properties owned by American com- 
panies prior to Mav 1, 1917, were thus acquired by them by private treaty with such 
owners and in reliance upon the foregoing provisions. 


POINT II. 


At a special session of the academy of jurisprudence of Mexico held in 1905, the 
meaning and effect of these laws were considered, and it was held that petroleum 
rights belonged to the owners of the surface and could not be taken from them at the 
whim of the Government of Mexico. 

Shortly after the beginning of the century the success of the first petroleum entet- 
prise in Mexico became apparent. Thereafter it occurred to certain persons that 
their interests might be promoted if petroleum could be declared to be the property 
of the nation and subject to acquisition by denouncement instead of by private 
treaty with the owners of lands. 

They, therefore, brought about a session of the academy of jurisprudence to dis 
cuss this subject and this session took place in 1905. There were in attendance 

ractically all of the leaders of the bar of Mexico. The presiding officer was Senor 
Vic. Luis Mendez, universally considered as the leading lawyer of the country at 
that time. 

The subject received the fullest consideration from every point of view and as 8 
result two resolutions were adopted by the unanimous vote AY every lawyer present 
except the one who had brought about the conference. These resolutions were: 

First. That petroleum beneath the surface of lands belonged to the owner of the 
surface and not to the Mexican Government; and 

Second. That. these petroleum rights could not be taken from the owner of the 
surface by the Mexican Government under any claim of superior ownership. 

It would have been impossible to have obtained any more authoritative declaration 
as to the meaning and scope of the preceding petroleum legislation in Mexico than the 
one which was given to it by this eminent body of jurists. 


POINT III. 


The Carranza ene to confiscate these petroleum rights were made pursuant to 
a series of Executive decrees which popote to interpret the constutition of 1917 a8 
being retroactive in its application, and as vesting the Government with petroleum 
rights previously acquired under preexisting laws by private operators. > 

It will be observed in this connection that the language of the constitution of 1917 
is, to say the least, ambiguous upon this point. It provides in article 27 that the 
Mexican Republic possesses ‘direct dominion” over petroleum. Possibly this clause 
taken by itself might be construed as referring to all petroleum, whether situated 
beneath lands previously acquired by private owners or beneath the surface of public 
lands. 

But article 14 of this constitution expressly states that ‘‘no law shall be given retro- 
active effect to the prejudice of any person whatsoever.” 

And later on the further provision is found: 
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“Art. 126. This constitution and the laws of the United States of Mexico which 
shall be made in pursuance thereof * * * shall be the supreme law of the land.” 

In other words, the constitution itself, including article 27, is by its own terms 
declared to be one of the “laws” of Mexico, and assuch should not be given retroactive 
ellect under its own terms. 

President Carranza, however, paid no attention to these articles of the constitution; 
and commencing in February, 1918, issued a series of decrees based upon the theory 
that article 27 was retroactive in its elfect and that it deprived private owners of all 
petroleum rights in lands theretofore purchased by them; and that in order to obtain 
any right to extract petroleum from these lands they must admit the paramount 
title of the Government to the petroleum, apply for licenses to operate their own 
properties, and must pay ‘“‘rentals and royalties” to the Government in consideration 
of obtaining permission from them to carry on their respective enterprises. 

The dates of these decrees are February 19, 1918; May 18, 1918; July 8 as amended 
August 8, 1918; July 31, 1918; and August 12, 1918. 


POINT IV. 


These executive decrees were wholly beyond the power of President Carranza 
to issue. 

Prior to the first of these decrees Mr. Carranza had been vested by Congress with 
the power to legislate matters relative to the national finances. 

He had, however, pursuant to the terms of his own constitution, no power what- 
ever to exercise the functions of Congress in any other revard. 

Disregarding entirely this limitation and refusing to await congressional action, he 
hastened to endeavor to revolutionize this most important department of the law and 
to change the entire preexisting theory of land titles and of subsoil rights. 

These facts are illustrative of the utter disregard for due process of law which has 
been evinced by the Carranza government, and of the dictatorial power which 
President Carranza has assumed to exercise in this and other matters. 

The oil companies immediately commenced court proceedings against these decrees, 
which proceedings have been pending in the supreme court of justice for over a year, 
but were never allowed to come to a hearing. 

It is entirely possible that even the Carranza attorneys recognized the hopelessness 
of endeavoring to obtain a decision upholding the validity of edicts so transparently 
unauthorized. 

POINT V. 


The Carranza government attempted to justify its confiscatory project by claiming 
that the Mexican Republic formerly had title to all petroleum, and that the effect of 
the present constitution is to revest the Government with its original rights. 

he foregoing argument is frequently set forth among the excuses advanced by 
apologists of the Carranza régime. With regard to it, the following points are to 

e noticed: 

I. Even if it were true as a matter of historical fact (which it is not) that Mexico 
formerly owned all petroleum beneath its subsoil, the truth nevertheless remains that 
from 1884 onward her laws expressly repudiated any such claim of ownership, declared 
that the petroleum belonged to the owner of the surface, and invited the world to act 
In reliance upon these assurances. 

This invitation was accepted, and enormous investments were made in reliance 
upon such assurances. 

In this connection it will be noted that the constitution of 1857 which was in force 
at the time that these investments were made, contained the following express 
Provisions: 

“ART. 16. No person shall be molested in his person, family, domicile, papers and 

esessions, except by virtue of written order of competent authority which shall 

ave been the basis of due process of law.” 

“ART. 27. Property of individuals shall not be taken without their consent except 
or causes of public utility and upon previous indemnization.” 

“ArT. 33. Foreigners * * * shall be entitled to the guaranties set forth in 
Section first, title tirst of the present constitution” (this being the section and title 
in which articles 16 and 27 are found). 

respective of any claim of former title of the Mexican Government with regard to 
Petroleum, we find that the actual situation is— 

First. That the Mexican Government apoy declared for a period of at least 33 

ears that it had no auch title so far as related to petroleum beneath the surface of 

nds which had passed into private ownership. 
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Second. That, on the contrary, its lawe set forth unequivocally that such petrolenm 
was owned by the owner of the surface and could be sold and dealt with exactly as 
the surface itself was sold and dealt with, free from any license on the part of the 
Government. 

Yhird. That this express recognition of property rights in the private owner of the 
surface was reenforeed by the provisions of the constitutional bill of rights above 
quoted, fully protecting the property rights of every individual except after due 
process of law and due indemnity. 

Fourth. That these provisions were expressly made applicable to foreigners. 

Fifth. That Americans placed full reliance upon the foregoing and invested immense 
sums of money on the faith thereof. l 

Sixth. That all such foreigners are amply justified in insisting that the rights thus 
acquired be protected. whatever might formerly have been the position of the Mexican 
Government with regard to petroleum under lands that had not passed into private 
ownership. 

1I. Upon an examination of the ancient laws of Spain relating to this subject. it 
will be found, moreover, that the Mexican Republic never became vested with the 
title of petroleum beneath the surface of privately owned lands. 

(a) The first law of importance to be noted is the edict of Felipe H of Spain, dated 
January 10, 1559. This law provides that on account of their great benetit and utility 
there are taken over into the royal patrimony ‘‘ores of gold, silver, quicksilver, and 
other metals. ” 

It will be noted that the general word used is ‘‘metals” and not ‘minerals. ” 

An interesting feature of this law is that although the edict covered ores beneath 
the surface of privately owned lands as well as beneath the surface of the public 
domain, vet careful express provision was made for due indemnity to all private par- 
ties who were affected by the operation of the decree and whose property was thus 
taken from them. 

It remained for the president of a supposedly democratic republic to issue decrees 
upon this subject in 1918, which were more arbitrary, confiscatory, and unjust than 
the one promulgated in the sixteenth century by one of the most absolute monarchs 
of Europe. 

(6) In 1783 certain ordinances were issued in the time of Charles III, which re- 
ferred in general language to the “mines being the property of the crown of Spain.” 
The word “bitumen ” is used in one of the clauses. 

It is upon a forced construction of the language of these ordinances that the claim 
of the adherents of the Carranza régime is based, disregarding subsequent laws, to 
which we will now refer. 

(c) At some time during the later years of the eighteenth century the commercial 
importance of coal became recognized. Questions arose as to whether coal mines 
belonged to the royal patrimony or did not, and in any event as to how best to provide 
for the extraction of coal from any deposits where it was found. To meet this point 
a further royal decree, dated December 28, 1789, was issued, which reads as follows: 

“For the purpose of clearing up the difficulties met in the use of deposits of coal, 
and to simplify the method of taking it without prejudice to the owners, and with 
due reference to public utility, I have seen fit to decree, declare, and order the 
following: 

“(1) Since coal is not a metal or a semimetal, nor any other of the articles compre- 
hended in the laws and ordinances which specify that mines are the property of the 
royal patrimony, its extraction and traflic shall be free by sea and land throughout all 
of my kingdom, and its exportation by sea for the purpose of being dealt with in 
foreign countries shall not be impeded. 

“(2) These mines must. belong to the proprietors of the lands in which they are 
found, it being understood that the term proprietor means the direct owner or the 
enjoyer of the usufruct without there being any need of asking a license from any 
tribunal or authority in order to extract from, lease from. sell from, or grant from, but 
if the proprietor, after a mine has been discovered, shall refuse to develop his property 
in anv of these manners, so that they may be turned te account, my council and the 
intendente of the province or the corregidor of the district shall have power to adju- 
dicate their use to the discoverer, who shall give to the owner the fifth part of the 
production obtained from it.” 

It will be observed that by the operation of this law it was established— 

(1) That coal was not one of the metals or semimetals which had previously beeu 
reserved to the Crown, 

(2) That the direct owner of the land is expressly declared to be the owner of this 
hydrocarbon—which at the time was the only hydrocarbon recognized as having any 
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commercial value, and that the reason for this rule was expressly stated to be that it 
was hot a metal or semimetal. 

(3) That although provisions are made guaranteeing the public the use of coal from 
any mines, yet this provision is expressly conditioned on the full recognition of owner- 
ship and the payment of a royalty to the owner on all coal extracted, 

iW’ Even after the promulgation of the foregoing edict. there was sti evidently 
wine uncertainty as to the exact scope and etfeet of the former laws upon this subject, 
and for the purpose of clearing up the entire matter, a further edict of August 24. 1792, 
was made, which contains the following express provisions: 

“tlh Despite any interpretation which might have been given or may be given to 
the iaws and ordinances to the effect that every kind of mines, although not expressly 
mined in those laws. belong to the Crown, mines of coal shall be of free availability 
as are by ancient custom mines of iron and other substances which are extracted 
irom the bosom of the earth, 

“.2) Nevertheless the Crown shall preserve the supreme right of incorporating to 
itself such mines as it mov require or as May be convenient for the use of the roval 
navy, foundries, machines, or other objects whatsoever and public service. Such 
mines as may be found in unclaimed or public lands, mav be thus incorporated with- 
aut recompense, but if they belong to local council, communities, or individual own- 
ers, there shall be paid to them their just value. 

“D The direct owners who are the proprietors of the lands where mines of coal 
exist, whether they are council, communities, or individuals, may discover them, 
wara them, and enjoy them for themselves alone. or permit others to do so, or may 
rent them or sell them as they see fit, without any license or formality other than that 
Which may be required to enjoy. rent, or sell the land which contains them.” 

It is difficult to see how, after this final ordinance, any possible doubt can exist as 

to the fact that coal, which was the only hydrocarbon then ge aes to possess any 
value, belonged not to the Crown, but to the private owner, and that the reason for 
this was that the prior laws were intended to establish a distinction between metal- 
liferous minerals and nonimetalliferous minerals. And in every case where any 
Manas is made in these edicts Which looks toward the utilization of this substance 
y any person other than the owner, his right to full compensation is expressly and 
specifically recognized—again in strong distinction to the arbitrary and spoliatory 
policy which Mr. Carranza thought fit to subsequently adopt. 
(€) No express provision is made in these later statutes as to petroleum for the 
imple reason that petroleum was not then known to possess any commercial value of 
importance whatsoever. But the principle upon which coal was decreed to be 
exempted from the royal patrimony is that it was neither a metal nor a semimetal; 
and this principle is, of course, controlling in the analogous case of petroleum, 

J) The Republic of Mexico obtained its independence in 1821, and thereafter a 
tteaty was entered into with the Kingdom of Spain, whereby the royal patrimony as 
It then existed was transferred to the Republic of Mexico. 

(m Despite the apparently clear and conclusive language of the decrees quoted, 
further questions were raised as to the rights of the nation with regard to hydrocarbons 
generally, The theory was advanced that the laws of 1789 and 1792 did not apply 
to Mexico. After some litigation on the subject had taken place, the Mexican nation 
amended its constitution so as to provide for the issuance of mining codes; and the 
only authority having the right to finally settle this subject, to wit: the Mexican 
Congress, acting under the provisions of the amended constitution. adopted the code 
of 1884 which has hereinbefore been quoted and which was intended to and un- 
doubtedly did place the matter forever at rest, establishing conclusively that the 
nation accepted the interpretation of the preexisting laws which we have herein- 

efore set forth, and disclaimed any rights whatsoever in or to hydrocarbons lying 
beneath the surface of privately owned lands; and this statute in its express language 
included the word “petroleum.” 

(hy This interpretation was again discussed and approved in the celebrated session 
of the Academy of Jurisprudence in 1905, above referred to; and no further question 
regarding the matter Was ever raised until the Carranza propagandists, in their des- 
berate efforts to find some sort of a basis upon which the spoliatory and contiscatory 
acts of their Government could be defended, resurrected this ancient argument from 
lts grave, and, disregarding its complete refutation which we have hereinbefore 
Presented, attempted to utilize it for the purpose of misleading the uninformed, 

(H) For the foregoing reasons it is submitted that under the municipal law- cf 

fexico, and even under the constitution of 1917 itself, the acts of Mr. Carranza in 
attempting to take from private owners, without compensation, the petroleum rights 
Which they had validly acquired prior to May 1, 1917, are wholly unwarranted. 
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POINT VI. 


Pursuant to the principles of international law, it is submitted that the confiscatory 
scheme of Mr. Carranza with respect to petroleum under lands validly acquired by 
citizens of the United States prior to May 1, 1917, is in violation of the principles of 
natural justice, and that citizens of the United States are entitled, if necessary, to be 
protected by their Government against its effects. 

This point is specifically covered by the note of the United States addressed to the 
Mexican Government and dated April 2, 1918, signed by Ambassador Fletcher, in 
which it is said: 

‘‘The United States can not acquiesce in any procedure ostensibly or nominally in 
the form of taxation or the exercise of eminent domain, but really resulting in the 
confiscation of private property and arbitrary deprivation of vested nghts. 

‘Your excellency will understand that this is not an assertion of any new prin- 
ciple of international law, but merely a reiteration of those recognized principles 
which my Government is convinced form the basis of international respect and good 
neighborhood. The seizure or spoliation of property at the mere will of the sovereign 
and without due legal process fairly and equitably administered has always been 
regarded as a denial of justice and as affording internationally a basis of interposi- 
tion. * 

‘‘In the absence of the establishment of any procedure looking to the prevention 
of spoliation of American citizens, and in the absence of any assurance, were such pro- 
cedure established, that it would not uphold in defiance of international law and 
justice the arbitrary confiscations of Mexican authorities, it becomes the function of 
the Government of the United States most earnestly and respectfully to call the 
attention of the Mexican Government to the necessity which may arise to impel it 
to protect the property of its citizens in Mexico divested or injuriously afiected by 
the decree above cited.” 

The same principle is upheld in the note of the British Government of April 30, 1918, 
addressed to the Mexican minister of foreign relations, in which it is said: 

“The provisions of the decree are in the opinion of the Government of His Majesty 
in open conflict with laws and contracts in foree, according to which considerable 
investments of British capital have been made in petroleum-bearing lands and in the 
petroleum industry in Mexico. * * * It would be contrary to the principles of 
the Mexican Constitution and those of justice to separate surface rights from subsoil 
rights which now belong to those land owners who have invested capital in the 
‘pet roleum-producing zone.”’ 

We also call attention to the note of the French Government to the Mexican Govern- 
ment, dated May 13, 1918, in which similar protests were made, and in which it is said: 

“These regulations, strict compliance with which might entail confiscation, rest on 

rinciples of law wholly different from those on which was based the legislation 1n 
orce when their investments in petroleum in Mexico were made, At that time no 
attempt was made to establish differences between surface rights and those flowing 
from subsurface ownership.” 

These notes, as stated in the American note of April 2, do not establish any new 

rinciples of international law, for acts of the description protested against had always 
benii regarded as denials of justice and as affording the basis for international action. 

“The Government of the United States will not permit, without interposition on its 
part, the spoliation by Peru of the property of American citizens invested in that 
country by the invitation of its own authorities. * * * And even were there such 
a tribunal, its decrees, validating in defiance of international laws such confiscation, 
could not bind the citizens of foreign states thereby despoiled. 

“This is not, it will be understood, the assertion of any new principles in interna- 
tional law. The seizure or spoliation of property at the mere will of the sovereign and 
without due legal process, has always been regarded as in itself a denial of justice and 
as affording the basis for international interposition.’’ (Letter of Mr. Bayard, Secre- 
tary of State, to minister to Peru, Jan. 19, 1888, cited Vol. VI, Moore’s Dig. Int. Law, 

| 253.) 
P In enumerating various classes of unquestionable denials of justice, the following 
language is used: 

“Among the first class of acts, in which the denial of justice is predicated upon 
wrongs inflicted by governmental authorities prior to trial, in willful disregard of due 

rocess of law, may be mentioned * * * seizure or confiscation of property without 
leant process * * * the detention and confiscation of vessels without legal process, 
ete.” (Borchard Dip. Prot. of Citizens Abroad, p. 336. Citing 2 Wharton's Dig. Int. 
Law, S. 235, and numerous other authorities.) 


ee 
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So reprehensible are departures of this sort from the principles of international 
law that it has been expressly declared that— 

“By such a declaration of rules for the guidance of her conduct in international 
relations, Ecuador placed herself outside of the pale of international intercourse.’’ 
(Letter of Mr. Rives, Assistant Secretary of State, Oct. 24, 1888, cited Vol. I, Moore’s 
Digest Int. Law, p. 6.) 

“The State which disclaims the authority of international law places herself outside 
of the circle of civilized nations.” (Sir Henry Maine, Int. Law, pp. 37, 38.) 


POINT VII. 


The attempt of Mr. Carranza’s government to confiscate these petroleum rights is 
in sharp contrast with the pledges which he gave to the United States prior to and 
at the time of such recognition as was afforded him by our Government. 

The de facto recognition of Mr. Carranza took place on October 19, 1915. 

Prior to that date the following formal declaration had been made by Mr. Arredondo, 
the special Pons and official respresentative of Mr. Carranza in this country, to 
Secretary of State Lansing: 

“Mr. Venustiano Carranza, depositary of the executive power of Mexico, whom I 
have the honor to represent in this country, has authorized me to say that his public 
declarations of December 12, 1914, and June 11, 1915, bear the statement that the 
Government he represents, in its capacity of a political entity, conscious of its inter- 
national obligations and of its capability to comply with them, has afforded guaranties 
to the nationals and has done likewise with regard to foreigners, and shall continue 
to see that their lives and property are respected in accordance with the practices 
established by civilized nations and the treaties in force between Mexico and other 
countries.” 

Subsequently when the Mexican ambassador was received by President Wilson at 
the White House, the President, as reported in the New York World, said in sub- 
stance that he would “welcome convincing evidence that a constitutionalist Govern- 
ment had been established in Mexico willing and able to guarantee life, property, 
and justice to Americans the same as other foreigners. The United States asks no 
more and can accept no less.” 

Again, before Mr. Fletcher, our ambassador to Mexico, presented his credentials 
to the Mexican Government, he was instructed by our Government to ask the Mexican 
minister of foreign relations whether the New Mexican constitution which had then been 
drafted would be subject to retroactive application with confiscatory resulta. This 
was not a mere casual conversation, but was a definite diplomatic inquiry. The 
answer of the Mexican minister of foreign relations was: 

“Legislation emanating from the new constitution with regard to property rights 
would, in his judgment, in no way prejudice present property rights.” 

At the same time Gen. Aguilar called Mr. Fletcher's attention to the provisions of 
the constitution prohibiting retroactive laws. 

This answer was reported by Mr. Fletcher to the State Department, was accepted 
as official, and has been embodied in a form letter issued by the State Department 
to Americans who have made inquiries as to the effect of the constitution of 1917 
upon previously acquired property rights of foreigners. 


POINT VII. 


The breach of international obligations resulting from the confiscatory plan of the 
aranza government is not excused by the fact that its own citizens have received 
or may receive similar treatment. eee 

“But where a government asserts that its citizens in a foreign country have not 
been duly protected, it is not competent for the government of that country to answer 
that it has not protected its own citizens, and thus to make the failure to perform one 
duty the excuse for the neglect of another. 

“It is true that in this way foreigners may enjoy an advantage over the citizens of a 
country. This, however, is not a matter for foreign governments to consider. They 
have no power to regulate the relations of another government to its citizens; never- 
theless, they are bound to ask that their own may be protected.” (Moore's Digest of 
International Law, Vol. VI, pp. 803, 804.) | 

“The measure of one country’s international obligations is the measure of the 
other country’s right. The rule of obligation is perfectly distinct and settled. Each 
Country is bound to give to the nationals of another country in its territory the benefit 
of the same laws, the same administration, the same protection, and the same redress 

or injury which it gives to its own citizens, and neither more nor less, provided the 


3278 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


protection which the country gives to its own citizens conforms to the established 
standard of civilization. There is a standard of justice, very simple, very funda- 
mental, and of such general acceptance by all civilized countries as to form a part of 
the international law of the world. 

“The condition upon which any country is entitled to measure the justice due 
from it to an alien by the Justice which it accords to its own citizens is that its own 
system of law and administration shall conform to this general standard. If any 
country’s system of law and administration does not conform to that standard, 
although the people of that country may be content or compelled to live under it. 
no other country can be compelled to accept it as furnishing a satisfactory measure 
of treatment to its citizens.” (Address of Secretary Root before Am. Soc. Int. Law, 
Apr. 28, 1910.) 

Other declarations are: 

“International law recognizes on the part of each member of the family of nations 
certain forms or attributes of government for the purpose of assuring the rights of the 
individual. * * * 

The rules of international law in this matter fall with particular severity upon 
those countries where law and administration frequently deviate from and fall below 
this standard; tor the fact that their own citizens can be compelled to accept such 
maladministration 1s not a criterion for the measure of treatment which the alien can 
demand, and international practice seems to have denied these countries the right to 
avail themselves of the usual defense that the alien is given the benelit of the same 
laws, the same administration, and the same protection as the national. * * * 
The individual * * * will be protected * * * when hisrights * * * œ 
measured not necessarily and tinally by the local, but by the international, standard. 
are invaded.” (Borchard on Dip. Protection of Citizens Abroad, pp. 27-28. Citing 
Pillet, A., Recherches sur les droits fondamentaux des etats, Paris, 1899, pp. 1% 28. 
and other authorities. Also Pillet, Principes de droit Int. Priva. Paris, 1903, pp. 
169, 194.) 

The alien therefore, is not hound to accept the treatment accorded to nationals if 
such treatment is in violation of the ordinary principles of civilized justice, and not- 
withstanding the fact that the national has no immediate remedy against the injus- 
tice.” (Borchard, p. 107.) 

This point has been well discussed and fully covered in the notes of the United 
States Government to the Government of Mexico with regard to the petroleum con- 
fiscation progran. | 

The question in all such cases is whether the principles of natural justice have been 
violated. 

In all such cases the rights of the foreigner are not measured by the rights of the 
national. 

And in the present case, where enormous investments have been made by Amer- 
icans upon the faith of the perfectly explicit preexisting laws of Mexico, it is sul- 
mitted to be clear that the principles of natural justice are violated by Mexico when 
it attempts, without pretense of compensation, to arbitrarily change its laws for the 
express purpose of confiscating the properties which had been acquired, developed, 
and shown to be valuable by the courage and initiative of foreigners. 


POINT IX. 


For the foregoing reasons it is submitted that the confiscatory plan of the Carranza 
government. with relation to these petroleum rights can not be defended on the pnn- 
ciples either of Mexican municipal law or of international law or practice, that no 
nation can prosecute such an illegal and immoral campaign without constituting 
itself an international outlaw, and that citizens of this country who have made large 
investments in reliance upon the good faith of the Mexican Nation and whose interests 
are threatened by a repudiation of that nation’s previous pledges and laws, are entitled 
to the protection of their own Government in case of need. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Freperic R. KELLOGG, 
52 Broadway, New York, 
General Counsel of the Pan American Petroleum & Transport Co. 


Texas COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS. JOSE ANTONIO ARCE ET AL., APPELLANTS, 
v. STATE OF TEXAS. 


(Tex. Crim. Rep. —, 202 S. W. 951.] 


CRIMINAL LAW—OFFENSE UNDER WAR— JURISDICTION TO PUNISH. 


1, A State has no authority to punish depredations by citizens of a foreign country 
who have invaded its territory for the prosecution of a war existing between suc 
See and the United States. (For other cases see Criminal Law, III, in Dig. 1-52 
\. S.) 
ARMY—LIABILITY OF SOLDIER FOR OBEYING COMMAND. 


2. A soldier is not answerable in a civil court for killing an enemy soldier in a battle 
in which he was directed to engage by command of his superior oflicer. (For other 
cases, see Army and Navy, in Dig. 1-52 N.S.) 

April 17, 1918: 

Appeal by defendants from a judgment of the district court of Webb County con- 
victing them of murder. Reversed. 

The facts are stated in the opinion. 

Messrs. ©. M. Henry and George & Townes for appellants. 

Every person is entitled to have a fair and impartial trial by an algae jury, 
uninfluenced by any other consideration than the evidence adduced on the trial. 

Randle v. State (34 Tex. Crim. Rep. 45, 28 S. W. 953); Coffman v. State (62 Tex. 
Crim. Rep. 88, 136 S. W. 779); Richmond v. State (16 Nebr., 388, 20 N. W. 282); 
Streight v. State (62 Tex. Crim. Rep. 453, 138 S. W. 742); Meyers v. State (39 Tex. 
Crim. Rep. 500, 46 S. W. 817); Barnes v. State (— Tex. Crim. Rep. —, 59 S. W. 882, 14 
Am. Crim. Rep. 415, 83 S. W. 1116); Gallaher v. State (40 Tex. Crim. Rep. 296, 5 
A W. 393, 11 Am. Crim. Rep. 207); Dobbs v. State (51 Tex. Crim. Rep. 629, 103 S. W, 

8). 

Justice to the military subordinate and the necessities and efficiency of the service 
require that the order of the superior should protect the inferior, leaving the respon- 
sibility to reat where it. properly belongs—upon the ofticer who gave the et 

United States v. Clark (31 Fed., 710; McCall v. MeDowell, 1 Abb. U. S., 212, Fed. 
as. No. 8673; Com. ex rel. Wadsworth v. Shortall, 206 Pa. 165, 65 L. R. A. 193, 98 
Am. St. Rep. 759, 55 Atl. 952; Riggs v. State 3 Coldw. 85, 91 Am. Dec. 272; People v. 
McLeod, 25 Wend. 483). 

Messrs. Hamilton & Greer, also for appellants. 

Mr. E. B. Hendricks, Assistant Attorney General for the State. 

Davidson, J. P., delivered the opinion of the court: 

Jose Antonion Arce, Vivinte Lira, Pablino Sanchez, Jesus Cerda, Isabel de los 
Santos, and Fredrico Gutierrez Zapata were charged with killing William Oberlies. 
Four of these defendants were placed upon trial for the homicide, namely, Arce, Lira, 
Sanchez, and Cerda, and given the death penalty for the killing of Oberlies, who, it 
seems, was a corporal in the United States Federal Army. 

here are many interesting questions presented for revision in various ways. The 
Motion to change the venue, application for continuance, exception to the jury, and 
Incidental matters will not be discussed. They may not arise upon another trial, if 
one should occur; and should they, will be presented in a different light and from a 
different view, perhaps, as set forth in the record. 

A condensed substance of the facts will show that during the recent trouble on the 

lo Grande and in Mexico there was trouble between the United States and Mexico. 

Ve know, as a matter of history of the current events attending this trouble, that the 
United States invaded Mexico with a column of troops under Gen. Pershing, and there 
May have been other like occurrences on the Rio Grande by the United States troops. 
It is not the purpose of this opinion to go into the history of the trouble between the 

Wo countries, and the incidental fights and battles that may have occurred in con- 
nection with these troubles. Suffice to say, they did occur, and, under the authorities, 
this brought about a condition of “war” between the two countries. It was not what 

e authorities may term a complete state of war, but rather in the nature of an incom- 

lete state of war. There was no formal declaration of war, as we understand the 

tory of the times, between the two countries, where a state of war was recognized 
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as existing between the two countries. During these troubles, among pther things 
that occurred was a force organized at Monterey by the direction and under the author- 
itv of the Carranza de facto government. It is shown by this record that, when this 
command was completed and the plan laid, it was done with the view of invading 
Texas and attacking some of the Federal troops located just below Laredo at San 
Ygnacio. There was a company of Cavalry of the Regular Army stationed at this 
point, with trenches and other means incident to resistance to attack. These Mexican 
troops made an attack upon this troop of United States Cavalry at night. On the 
nicht. of the attack, another troop of United States Cavalry reached the point where 
the first troop was camped to spend the night en route to Zapata County, and when the 
fight came off that night both troops were in action. Four or five United States 
soldiers were killed and nine or ten of the Mexicans. Three of the Mexicans and one 
that was wounded were captured. These were tried under this indictment in the 
Texas State courts and, on conviction, given the death penalty. The evidence 
makes it clear that these Mexican troops were commanded by Carranza officers. One 
of these officers was killed during the fight, who seemed to rank aga lieutenant colonel. 
The commanding officer of the Mexicans was De los Santos, who, it seems, was later 
captured by the forces of Villa and executed. His name was in this indictment, but he 
was never arrested, That a state of warfare existed between the two countries is not 
questioned. Brig. Gen. Enoch H. Crowder, Judge Advocate, United States Army, 
has the following to say in an official opinion: 

‘It igs thus apparent that under the law there need be no formal declaration of war; 
but that under the definition of Vattel a state of war exists, so far as concerns the 
operation of the United States troops in Mexico, by reason of the fact that the United 
States is prosecuting its rights by force of arms and in a manner in which warfare is 
usually conducted. The statutes which are operative only during a period of war 
have been interpreted as ralating to a condjtion and not a theory. * * * [am 
therefore of the opinion that the actual conditions under which the field operations in 
Mexico are being conducted are those of actual war. That within the field of opera- 
tions of the expeditionary force in Mexico, it is a time of war within the meaning of 
the fifty-eighth article of war.” 

There are also in connection with this record, in the motion for new trial, exhibited 
to the court excerpts from a communication from the dustrict attorney of Webb County 
to John L. Wroe, secretary to Gov. Ferguson, as follows: **The jury returned the ver- 
dict of guilty and assessed the punishment of death. These four Mexican citizens 
testified under oath that they belonged to the constitutionalist army of Mexico: that 
the band that attacked San Ygnacio consisted of 75 men; and that they were publicly 
organized and equipped in Monterey and Jarita with the full knowledge of the de facto 
Government of Mexico. The recent trials in Webb County of the bandits who mur- 
dered our soldiers at San Ygnacio, the fact that they were publicly organized and 
equipped in Mexico, that they met and mingled with the forces and oflicers of the 
de facto government, that they were furnished transportation in the three railroad 
cars from Monterey to Jarita, that it was widely proclaimed at Monterey that these 
bands were going to make hostile incursions into Texas, that men high in the councils 
of the de facto government were cognizant of the unlawful enterprise, and yet not 
a finger was raised by that government to frustrate the mission. I charge the de facto 
government with full responsibility for the recent raids committed in my district. 
and I charge that these raids were conducted with the knowledge and consent, if not 
the approbation, of the de facto government.” . 

It might also be stated in this connection that it is a question for judicial cognizance 
and knowledge that this battle at San Ygnacio was never disavowed by the de facto 
government of Mexico. It seems also to be within accurate statement that the 
organization of these expeditionary forces attacking San Ygnacio was by and undet 
the direction of Gen. Nafarrette, Gen. Fierros, Gen. De la Rosa, with Col. Cavanas. 

‘ol. Isabel de los Santos, Col. Cruz Ruis, and others, and these were officers of the 
constitutionalist or de facto Carranza government. Col. Cruz Ruis was killed in the 
battle. 

This, we think, was a state of warfare. See, in addition to what has been quoted 
from Bas v. Tingy (4 Dall., 37, 40, 1 L. ed., 731, 732), United States Supreme Court 
Reports, as follows: "It may, I believe, be safely laid down that every contention by 
force between two nations In external matters, under the authority of their respective 

overnments, is not only war, but public war.” 

While the invasion of Mexico by Gen. Pershing’s column was not a public or com- 

lete war, or not preceded by a declaration of war against Mexico by the United States, 
it was an act of war, and, under the definition given by Gen. Crowder and the author- 
ities generally, it was technically and within the limited meaning of the word “war. 
It was not made with the consent of the de facto government of Mexico, but rather, 


$ E gadi r oe T 
- = mam mee e č qe m =p — -o 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 3281 


in fact, over the protest of that country. In the case of Montova v. United States 
(1% U. S., 261, 45 L. ed. 521, 21 Sup. Ct. Rept., 358) it was said: ‘‘To sustain a claim 
under this section it is incumbent upon the claimant to prove that the Indians taking 
or destroying the property belonged to a band, tribe, or nation in amity with the 
United States. The object of the act is evidently to compensate settlers for depreda- 
tions committed by individual marauders belonging to a body which is then at peace 
with the Government. If the depredation be committed by an organized company 
of men constituting a band in itself, acting independently of any other band or tribe, 
and carrying on hostilities against the United States, such acts may amount to war, 
for the consequences of which the Government is not responsible under this act or upon 
general principles of law.’’ (United States v. Pacific R. Co., 120 U.S., 227, 234, 30 L. 
ed. 634, 636, 7 Sup. Ct. Rept., 490. 

This extract is made from Prize Cases (2 Black, 635, 17 L. ed. 476): “ War has been 
well defined to be ‘that state in which a nation prosecutes its rights by force.’ The 
parties belligerent in a public war are independent nations. But it is not necessary, 
to constitute war, that both parties should be acknowledged as independent natiens 
or sovereign States. A War may exist where one of the belligerents claims sovereign 
rights as against the other.” 

The Montoya case was a claim by a citizen against the United States for depredations 
by an Indian band commanded by the Chief Victoria. Some of the troop of which 
Victoria was chief were friendly to the United States; many of them were not, Victoria 
organized a band of his own tribe and Indian warriors from other tribes. and depredated 
upon the people of New Mexico, and finally went into Old Mexico. There was a 
fight between the band of Victoria and United States troops. A claim was made for a 
depredation made by Victoria and was held not valid because it was not brought 
within the terms of the law which makes the United States responsible only for depre- 
dations by tribes friendly to the United States. 

It occurs to the writer that, according to the principles laid down in these decisions, 
and under the general rules with reference to warfare, the Mexican column that 
attacked the troops at San Ygnacio came within those rules, and that, if they are 
tobe dealt with for crossing the river and fighting our troops, it should be done bv the 
United States Government and not by the Texas courts. Texas has no authority 
to declare war against Mexico nor create a state of war. This must be done by our 
General Government at Washington, by the special delegated authority in the Con- 
stitution of the United States. Whatever may have been the rights of these Mexicans, 
the authority to punish, the writer feels, is within the jurisdiction of the United 
States and not the courts of Texas. Ii there was a state of war between the two 
countries, actual and complete, or inchoate and incomplete, then it became an inter- 
national or Federal question, and not. a State matter. 

It might be interesting, but of no practical value, to follow this matter with refer- 
ence to some fighting that occurred in Mexico at the time Gen. Pershing’s column 
invaded that country, in which some of our soldiers were killed and some captured. 

he principles above laid down, as far as our information goes. controlled the relation 
between the de facto Government and the United States, with reference to that 
attle and our soldiers who were captured. They were not tried by the Mexican 
Courts, but turned over to the United States, as we gather the history of the transac- 
Hon, Hy from this viewpoint, we are of the opinion that this judgment should be 
Teversed. 

We might also refer to the invasion of Mexico by the United States Army and Navy 
at Vera Cruz, under the command of Gen. Funston. Our soldiers, if captured, would 
ave been subject to trial and punishment in Mexican courts, under ae same rules 
as their soldiers would in our courts. | 
_ ¿here is another interesting question or two in the case which may be mentioned 
Meidental to the other question, Gen. Mann was used as a witness, as were other 

ederal officers. ainong them the two captains who commanded the two troops of 
Cavalry on the night of the fight. From their testimony, a general st atement may þe 
made to the effect that these Mexican soldiers would be controlled by their oflicers 
ìn command, and be obedient to them; that the command was organized under the 
authority of the Carranza or de facto Government of Mexico, and waa in fact a military 
Command. By this testimony is seems that, wherever under such circumstances, 
the soldiers must obey the orders of their superiors, and failure to do so would subject 
€m to discipline, which rates from minor punishment to death, according to the 
es which have been violated, by those under authority. | | 
en a soldier is ordered to fight, it is his duty to do so, and he may forfeit his life 
on refusal to do so. If he deserts under certain circumstances, he may be shot or 
executed. These Mexican soldiers were ordered by their officers, commanded by 
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the officers, headed by the officers, to make the fight; the officers led them into the 
battle and they fought. Some were killed, others escaped and fled. Some were 
wounded, one of whom was captured and is under sentence in this case. It sem: 
while being tried he was suffering severely from a wound. One at least of the de 
fendants claimed to have been forced to go into battle by his commanding ofier. 
He did not desire to tight, but under the rules of warfare if he deserted he would te 
tried and would be shot, or if he disobeyed orders and failed to engage in the flit 
he might forfeit his life. : 

If the State courts had jurisdiction of these defendants, we are of opinion the con 
Viction is erroneous. 

From any viewpoint of this case we are of the opinion that this judgment should 
be reversed and the cause remanded. 

Pendegrast, J., absent. 


ANNOTATION—LITIGATION ARISING OUT OF MEXICAN REVOLUTION. 


The earlier cases on this subject are collected in the annotation following O'Neil «. 
Central Leather Co. (L. R. A. 1917A, 280). 

The decision of the New Jersey court of errors and appeals in the 0’Neil case, there 
annotated, was affirmed by the United States Supreme Court (Oetjen v. Central 
Leather Co. (U. S. Adv. Ops., 1917-18, p. 367), 246 U. S., 297, 62 L. ed.—38 Sup. Ct. 
Rep., 309), without considering, as the New Jersey court did, the validity of the levy 
of the contribution made by the commanding general. 

The Supreme Court took the position that, under the rules of international law, the 
subject was not one for reexamination by it or any other American court, aud that the 
act in that respect came within the principle that the conduct of one independent 
government can not be successfully questioned in the courts of another, that principle 
being as applicable in a case involving the title to property brought within the custody 
of a court as it is to cases in Which claims for damages are based upon acts done ina 
foreign country, since it rests at last upon the highest considerations of internationa! 
comity and expediency. The Supreme Court in this case took judicial notice that 
the Government of the United States had recognized the Government of Carranza 3s 
the de facto Government of the Republic of Mexico, on October 19, 1915, and as the 
de jure Government on August 31, 1917, and it further held that recognition of that 
Government as the de jure Government was retroactive in effect and validated all 
the actions and conduct of the Government so recognized from the commencement 
of its existence. i 

In the Oetjen case (United States) supra, the Supreme Court, in reply to the con- 
tention that the seizure of the property by a general acting under the Carranza bov- 
ernment was contrary to the provisions of the Hague Convention of 1907 “respect: 
laws and customs of war on land,” said that it would perhaps be sufficient answer to 
sav that the Hague Conventions are international in character, designed and adapted 
to regulate international warfare, and that they do not, in terms or purpose, apply to 
civil war. The court also suggested certain considerations making it doubt 
whether the seizure in question would be in violation of the “regulations” referred 
to. The court, however, did not definitely decide these points, but placed its dè 
cision upon the application of the principles alreadv referred to. 

In Ricaud r. American Metal Co. (U. S. Adv. Ops., 1917-18, p. 370), 246, 30), 
62 L. ed.—38 Sup. Ct. Rep.. 312), the United States Supreme Court, answering mes 
tions certified by the circuit court of appea!'s for the fifth cirenit, held, in effect. that 
the action by Gen. Prervra, who in 1913 was the coinmander of a brigade of the Cot 
stitutionalist Army of Mexico, of which Venustiano Carranza was then first chief. in 
seizing bullion within Mexico in behalf of that Government and selling the same, 
was binding, and could not be questioned on the merits, in a suit by the former own! 
to enjoin the collector of customs at EI Paso, Tex., from deliveriug the bullion t0 
other defendants, who had derived their title through said sale. In reaching this com 
clusion, the court took judicial notice of the recognition by the United States of the 
government of Carranza, first as a defacto and later as the de jure Government of 
Mexico, and declared that such recognition was retroactive in effect and validated al! 
the acts of the Carranza Government from the commencement of its existence, ali 
that the act in question came within the principle that the courts of one independent 
Government will not sitin judgment on the validity of the acts of another, done within 
its own territory. In reply to the contention based upon the fact hypothesized 1n 
one of the certified questions, that the ownership of the bullion was in a citizen of the 
United States, who was not a resident of Mexico at the time of the seizure and cot 
demnation, the court observed that whatever rights such an American citizen My 
have can be asserted only through the courts of Mexico, or through the poliue 
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departments of our Government. The circuit court of appeals rendered judgment 
accordingly (Ricaud v. American Metal Co., C. C. A.—250 Fed., 853. 

The conduct of the foreign relations of our Government is committed by the Consti- 
tution to the executive and legislative—“ The political "departments of the Gov- 
ernment, and the propriety of what may be done in the exercise of this political 
power is not subject to judicial inquiry or decision. Oetjen v. Central Leather Co., 
{United States), supra. 

In the Ricaud case (United States), supra, the petition which stated the required 
diversity of citizenship to give the Federal distriet court jurisdiction alleged that 
the bul ion was the property of the plaintiff, and that it had been forcibly taken from 
his possession in Mexico by unknown persons, but made no reference to a state of war 
prevailing at the time and place of seizure. The court held that neither the juris- 
diction of the district court nor its own jurisdiction was affected by the facts in regard 
to the seizure under the authority of the Carranza Government, although the action 
in that respect was binding and conclusive on the merits, and must be accepted by 
the court as such. In this connection, the court observed that to accept a ruling 
authority and decide accordingly, is not a surrender or abandonment of jurisdiction, 
hutis an exercise of it. 

In De la O. r. Consolidated Kansas City Smelting & Ref. Co. (1918) (— Tex. 
Civ. App.—202 S. W., 1027), as action against the smelting company for conversion 
of the proceeds of ores, a judgment for plaintiff! was atirmed npon the ground that the 
defendant was estopped by the terms of its contract from asserting a title based upon 
ronuscation by the Mexican Government. The court. however, observed that while, 
under the decision of the United States Supreme Court, it would take judicial notice 
of the fact that Carranza was the head of the military government in northern Mexico 
at the time the ores were imported (September 29, 1914), and that such Government 
roid seize and sell property for military purposes, and that by any such sale, by 
it: authorized officers tit e would pass to the purchaser, it concurred with the finding 
of the trial court that the record did not distinct'v show that the officer or agent 
making the seizure and sale of ore in question was duly authorized to do sa. 

In Bartletsville v. Compania Minera Ygnacio Rodriguez Ramos, S. A. (1918) 
(—Tex, Civ, App.—202 S. W. 1048). an action for the conversion of ores in which 
the defense was that the ores had been seized and confiscated by Francisco Villa as 
a military necessity, and sold to parties in Mexico, from whom it was purchased by 
the defendant in good faith, the Jury found that civil war existed in Mexico during 
the time the ores were taken. and that the armies led by Francisco Villa were opposed 
by the armies of Carranza: but further found that the cars of ore sued for were not 
taken “by any force or government in possession and contriol of the terrtory where 
plaintifi’s mine was, or by any agent of such force or government acting by authority 
of such government. or force. Nor was it taken by Francisco Villa, or anv of his 
azents or oflicers, acting by his authority or directions; nor were the proceeds thereof 
lntended for the benefit of the faction dominated by Villa.” The court held that the 
question covered by the finding quoted was a proper one for the jury to determine, 
Ince, while the evidence was uncontradicted that the ores were purchased from 

ipohto Villa, and that he was the financial agent of Gen, Villa, there was no positive 
statement that the ores were taken for the use of the armies; and that, Ne there 
were circumstances tending to show that they were taken by him as a representative 
Gen, Villa for the army, there were also Circumstances tending to show that they 
Were taken for his own private use. The judgment in favor of the plaintiff in this 
Cae, however, was reversed, because of the improper adinission of testimony as to 
the acts of Villa, such as mistreating prisoners, killing women and children and 
Chinamen, the court apparently being of the opinion that such testimony might 
IMproperly prejudice the jury against the recognition of any title based upon a con- 
hscation by Villa’s officers or agents. In this connection, the court observed that a 
Material inquiry in the case was whether or not the ores were confiscated and sold 

y Villa’s officers or avents, as such, for the reason that under the settled law of the 

mited States, a sale by such would confer title. 

In Bartletsville Zine Co. v. Compania Minera -Ygnacio Rodriguez Ramos, S. A. 
Je€x., supra), it was held that the court did not err in charging the jury not to con- 
Sider the decree of Carranza confiscating the property in question, and other property, 
lor the reason that. it was promulgated at a time when he and Villa were acting together, 
While at the time the ore was seized and contiscated they had divided, and each 


I taken leadership of a faction contending against the other; hence Carranza’s decrees 


ad no probative force in determining whether the ore was confiscated in fact by 
Villa or his officers. 
It will be observed that the opinion in Arce v. State (ante, 358), bases its decision 
at the soldiers of the Mexican Government engaged in the fight at San Ygnacio were 
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not amenable to punishment by the state of Texas for murder because of their arta 
in that fight, upon the view that an incomplete state of war existed at that time 
between the United States and Mexico. The opinion makes a valuable contribution 
on this subject. 

In De Orozco v. United States (1916) (151 C. C. A. 70, 237 Fed. 1008), a proceeding 
by the United States to forfeit a bail bond given for the release of the principal, who 
had been arrested upon a warrant issued upon a complaint charging him with having 
conspired ‘‘to begin and set on foot and provide and prepare the means for a military 
expedition to be carried on from the territory and jurisdiction of the United States 
against the territory and dominions of the United States of Mexico, with whom the 
United States of America are at peace;’’ and also charging as an overt act, the purchase 
and shipment to and storage at a warehouse “‘at Fifth and Santa Fe Streets.” of 
military supplies, the court in answer to the contention that the preparation of such 
a military ely was not a violation of Sec. 13 of the poral code: because the 
government of Carranza had not been recognized at that time as the legitimate Govern- 
ment of Mexico, said that the case of the Three Friends (1879) (166 U. S. 1, 41 L. ed. 
897, 17 Sup. Ct. Rep. 495), shows that the prior recognition by this Government. of 
legitimacy or belligerency of the government or faction against which the expedition 
is directed, is not necessary to make such provision applicable. 

In the De Orozco Case (Fed., supa), the court in answer to the objection that the 
complaint failed to allege the name of the city where the supplies were shipped and 
stored, and therefore failed to show an overt act within the jurisdiction of the district 
court for the western district of Texas, said that the jurisdiction may be determined by 
the place of the formation of the conspiracy, as well as that of the commission of the 
overt act; and that the allegation that the conspiracy was formed at El Paso in the 
western district of Texas was sufficient in that regard. . G HP 


ApriL 20, 1920. 
Hon. A. B. Faun, M. C., 
Washington, D. C. 

Sır: I have read (p. 1187 of printed records of testimony before your investigation 
committee) the testimony of Henry Forres, and hereby certify to the following facts: 

1. That said testimony of Henry Forres, in so far as I am concerned, is a fabrication, 

ure and simple. 

2. That I have no oil interests or leases or denouncements in Mexico, and have never 
had any at any time, and never had any connection whatever with oil in Mexico, 
except to assist said Forres in securing a lease about five years ago, and which he 
allowed to expire six months later. ' 

3. That I know nothing about any such transaction as he mentioned in his testimony. 

4. That I know of no reason whatever for his having connected my name in any way 
with any such transaction or any other transaction connected with any lease or de- 
nouncement of any nature, in Mexico, or anywhere else. 

5. That I am reasonably certain that I am the party referred to as “Dr. Dixon. 
“recently discharged from the United States Army,’’ as I served as a captain in the 
Army, and am the only physician from here that has been discharged from the Army. 
I now hold a captain’s commission in the M. R. C. 
` 6. That said Forres admitted to me this morning, after I had given him a severe 
“calling down,” that his testimony was based on hearsay, and that he refused to name 
any party or parties that had given him the information. 

E. E. Dicxasoy. M. D. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 20th day of April, A. D. 1920. 


[SEAL.] . E. M. Monroe, | 
Notary Public. 


INGTON PARK, BEING TAKEN ACROSS THE RIVER INTO MEXICO AND THERE ASSAULTED 
BY MEXICANS. 


My name is Mrs. R. L. -I live at 4103 Street, El Paso, Tex.: my 
husband is a soldier attached to the headquarters troop of the Eighth Cavalry at 
Fort Bliss, Tex.: I have lived here in El Paso for about three weeks; I was mame 
on April 9 last to R. L. : I was a nurse overseas before coming to El Pa»: 
landed in New York from overseas on March 4, 1920; I was with the old Ninety-hr 
Division; I came back with the First Infantry and came directly from New York to 
El Paso. 
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Qn April 12 last my husband and I were intending to go horseback riding; when 
I was ready to go my husband was busy and could not go, and he arranged for me to 
go with two hoys out of the Medical Corps at Fort Bliss—Tom and Arthur Griffith; 
they are brothers: we left my home at 4103 Street, near Washington Park, 
El Paso, Tex., about 2.15 in the afternoon; we went right down past Washington 
Park: when near the boundary line on the American side of the river we saw a Mexi- 
can, armed: he halted us; as soon as he pulled his gun the two boys with me ran, and 
I preeume expected me to do likewise; the Mexican caught hold of the bridle to my 
horse and I could not do so, he having put his gun in my back; the Mexican spoke 
in Spanish and I could not understand him, that is, what he said, but from his ges- 


' tures [ understood that he wanted me to dismount: I then dismounted; he walked 
' me about half a mile to the river: when we reached the river he had me mount my 
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horse and swim the river; this Mexican did not have on a uniform, just overalls, a 
hig Mexican hat, and belt and pistol: when we got on the Mexican side of the river 
there were 17 other Mexicans there and two other officers: I knew these two men 
vere officers because they had on belts with cartridges and pistols like the Mexican 
that had me in charge; none of them had on uniforms: one of these Mexicans spoke 
alittle English, and he told me the best thing I could do would be to accompany this 
man that had me in charge to Juarez: when we come across the river these two other 
Mexican men that I supposed to be officers went on up the river; the other Mexican 
oficer that brought me across the river took mé to a little adobe house near by; at 
this adobe house I was assaulted by these Mexicans; the one that captured me and 
brought me across the river was the first one: when we got across the river and to this 
house it was about 2.45 p. m.; we got to Jaurez about 4 o’clock; in Juarez this Mexi- 
can took me to the customhouse; there was no one there that could talk English; 
alter a while a little Mexican came in that could understand English and I told him 
that I wanted to see the American consul; pretty soon the American consul came 
over to the customshouse; they did not lock me up; they detained me in the customs- 
house; it was about 6 o’clock when the American consul obtained my release; in 
my excitement I did not give my correct name to the American consul in Juarez; I 
did not want to give my right name nor to tell about this affair on account of the 


publicity that would be given to it: I did not say anything about the Mexicans as- 


saulting me until I told my husband; the two boys that were with me and had gotten 
away came hack and told about me being captured: after I told my husband about it 
hw advised me to tell the officials. The next morning Maj. Hill, a doctor of the Medi- 
cal Corps at Fort Bliss, came to see me; Maj. Hill made a physical examination of me: 
Ido not know what he found; he never told me, but he told me not to worry: I know 
he must have found evidence that would corroborate my statement regarding the 
avanlt. I know it was quite evident to a doctor that I had been assaulted. 

On Friday, April 16, I went to Juarez, Mexico, in company with Capt. Counts, the dis- 
inct intelligence officer, United States Army, and the American consul, Mr. Dow; we 
irst went to the judge of letters, and he advised us that he did not have jurisdiction of 
the case, to go to the district judge, and I made my statement to him; the man that 
Captured me and took me to Mexico was brought in and I identified him as the man 
that had captured me and as one of the men that had assaulted me; it developed that 
he was a Carranza customs officer; the district judge informed me that I would have to 
employ a Mexican lawyer, make my statement to him and have him reduce it to 
Proper form and properly present by case, and that I would have to submit to an 
examination by a Mexican doctor. I identified the man, in Juarez before the district 
judge, that captured me and took me to Mexico, and I can identify him again; I can 
also identify the two Mexican ofħcers that were on the Mexican side of the river when 
hy captor took me over there. 

On April 14 last Capt. Matlack, Tom and Arthur Griffith, the hoys that were with 
me at the time I was captured, and I went down to the point near the boundary line 
where I was captured by this Carranza customs officer; and there Tom and Arthur 
uriffith and I showed Capt. Matlack the place where I was captured, and Capt. Mat- 
ack saw a plenty of evidence there that would indicate that the place we showed 

was the place of my capture; there were the tracks of the horses of the two boys, 

om and Arthur Griffith, where they had wheeled and run and my tracks where the 

-Arranza customs officer made me dismount; Capt. Matlack stated after his observa- 

ton that the point where I was captured was fully a quarter of a mile of the boundary 
eon American territory. Mrs. RL 
rs. R. L. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me, a notary public in and for the County of E} 
Paso, Tex., on this 19th day of April, 1920, at Èl Paso, Tex. 
J. W. Scumin, 


United Sta es Commissioner Western District, Texas. 
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SWORN STATEMENT OF 


After leaving Mr. ——— in Villa’s hands, ——— and myself proceeded to the ra'l- 
road, under the escort of ———. ———— took the train north to Juarez to arrange with 
our officials about getting the money. IT went south to Villa Ahumada to attend to 
company business. On mv arrival there I was immediately summoned before the 
officer in charge of the garrison, Lieut. Col. Quiroga. I was thoroughly interrogated 
by him regarding mv movements and asked revarding Villa. I told him that I had 
been with Holgvin and then turned loose 40 miles from the ra‘troad instead of on the 
railroad. ‘These were mv Instructions from Villa. so he would not be located. and 
for the safety of Mr. ———. Qnuurova said that I had not told the whole truth and it 
would be best to put a rope arornd my neck to see if I would not tell the trith 
Thinking better of it, he said: “We will send vou to Chihuhua, where they certainly 
will put a rope around your neck. Next dav ] was placed under guard. along with 
Mr. ———, of the ———., and sent to Chihuahua. We were verv much abused bv 
these officers, who wanted us to ride in the gondola in which the zuard traveled. This 
we refused to do and got Into the first-class coach without a ticket. At Moctezuma 
we were told hv the conductor we would have to buv a ticket. but the guard would 
now allow us to purchase same, saving, “Give us the money and we will buy a ticket 
for von.” Mr, - gave the captain of the guard a $20 gold piece and that is the 
last we heard of ticket or money. That was the Carrancista guard. 

On vetting on the train avain Mr. ——— vave the conductora check for the amount 
of our fares to Chihuahua. This matter was reported to Col. del Areo, who belonged 
to the Juarez varrison. and who was on the train. „Just this much to show that robbery 
is not confined to the bandits. 

On our arrival at Chihuahua we were met by practically the entire American colony 
who assisted us in many wavs out of our apparent difficulties. We were driven to the 
military headquarters and there detained overnight ina room 12 by 12, without chair. 
beds or anything, and in the micdle of the nicht some three intoxicated peons wer 
thrown in with us. Next dav at il o'clock we were broneht before Murgiia’s chiet of 
stalf. I was again interrogated in a very nice wav by Mureuia’s chief of stafi. who 
assured me that Lieut. Col. Quiroga had exceeded his authority and that he would 
immediately telegraph him not to molest me in carrving on the affairs of the —-—. 
He also gave me a safe guaranty that 1 would not be molested further by Carranza 
soldiers. 

After coming to the border I rendered such assistance as 1 could to get the money ta 
Villa and obtain the release of Mr. - > Which was accomplished in the Bosque 
Benito country about the 5th of November. 

I would like further to state that the Villista who seized us close to the mine wa 
a man by the name of Jose de la Paz, who immediately, with his men. proceeded to 
take evervthing we had in the shape of watches, money, clothes, guns. ete. Jose dela 
Paz was a lieutenant ‘olonel on the staff of Martin I opez. Since the attack on Juarez 
this Jose de la Paz was arrested by the secret service men in El Paso, placed in jail. 
and released on bond of $750. and since has returned to Mexico. 

before his release ] identified the man in the office of the Department of Justice 
and told them “ This is the man responsible for our capture.” 1 mav further state this 
man’s familv lives in El Paso and his children are being educated there at the expen% 
of the American tax pavers. 

It is impossible for us to make an exact estimate of our total loss in the way of sup- 
lies and provisions taken from the mine and on the road to the mine and lost at 
"iHa Ahumada and paid in ransoms, but we estimate our total loss by Villista raid? 

and taken by Carrancistas from the time we begun operations up to June the 20th ol this 
vear at S20,000. 

` in June. 1918, a man by the name of Jose Saldana came to our office and represented 
himself as an agent of Francisco Villa and offered to give us protection, providing the 
company would pay him a certain sum of money monthly. We refused to have any 
dealings with this man. 


Stark oF Texas, County of ———, ss: 
Betore me, , a notary public in and for ———- County, Texas. on this 
day personally appeared ac a GO mE: | personally known to me to be the person who 


executed the above and foregoing instrument and acknowledged to me that sume & 
true and correct. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 13th day of January, A. D., 1920. 


[SEAL. ] 
Notary Public in and for ——— County, Teras. 


- -= w- m 
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STATEMENT OF 


This company has been doing business mining lead and silver ores at the 
mine since September, 1916. , 

Thie mine is situated in the State of Chihuahua. Mexico, 80 miles south of 
and 4 miles east of ——, a station on the Mexican Central that runs between Juarez 
and Chihuahna. 

Shertly after beginning operation raida were begun by various bandits calling them- 
selves Villistas. These raids have been kept up continuously up to the 20th of 
June of this vear, when we were finally compelled to stop operations. , 

We appealed to the Carranzista authorities ——— many times for protection. 
Several times they sent troops out to the mine, but never stationed any garrison at 
or near the mine or gave us anv protection. 

In response to various appeals made to the military authorities in Chihuahua for 
protection, we received the following reply from Gen. F. Murguia, who was at that 
nme in command of the military forces of the State of Chihuahua. This communica- 
tien was directed to Mr. F. Honigman, government inspector of mines, a free trans- 
lation of which reads as follows: 

Answering vour official communication of the 9th instant, of which I have taken 
due notice relative to the protection and security of the mineral districts to which 
vil refer and manifest to vou that this head of cperation has the firm intention to 
give this same security to ail centers of work and industry within its power and in 
secordance with the workings of the military operations in the zone under his com- 
mand, I am disposed to guard attentively these districts, such as Parral, Santa 
Barbara, Naica, and others which are on the railroad or at a convenient distance from 
the same, under the condition that the owners, representatives, or companies which 
direct them put them in operation. 

In regard to the other mining camps, which are completely isolated from said lines 
orin distant parts of the State, at an es time we will give them the same 
maranty, which for the time is not possible. 

l reiterate to you my attentive consideration. 

J. pE tas O. M. F. MURGUIA, 
Constitution and Reform. 
 CRIHUAHUA, May 14, 1917. 


Seeing that it was impossible to get protection from the Government. and being in 
a position where we were compelled to work the property, we found it necessary 
to continue operations without protection and to make the best arrangement possible 
with the bandits who visited our place continuously. 

We were compelled to submit to these raids and allow the bandits to carry off my 
tL they desired. Many times our employees and workmen were threatened 
with violence at the hands of these robbers unless their demands were comphed with. 
‘everal times the workmen were all driven from the property, work was completely 
suspended, and all supplies at hand were disposed of by the bandits. 

We invariably notified the Carranzista authorities of these visits, but they were 
Me able to prevent. the Villistas from robbing the commissary whenever they so 
desired, 

The Carranza authorities made very little real effort to capture these bandits. 

Here is the detailed statement of robberies and raids on our properties, as reported 
to me by ——— who was superintendent of the ——— mine at the time. 

“Operations at the ——— mine were started during the month of September, 1916, 
and for two months we were not molested by the Carranza and Villa forces. 

“In the month of November Epifaneo Wolguin put in his appearance. When I 
Was In the foreman at the mine advised me of the fact and recommended me 
hot to come out for the time being. On this visit he took practically everything 
which was then in the commissary, amounting possibly to 400 pesos. “On this trip 

e had about 10 men with him. at ond 

“He made repeated trips to the mine during November, December, and January , 
taking small amounts of provisions each time and leaving word with the men to tell me 
that Sg Was very anxious to see me and for me not to be afraid, because he was our 
nend, ` 

During the month of January, 1917, we had in all 16 visits from different bands of 
\ listas, each one taking small amount of provisions. l 

‘In the month of February Holguin, with 16 men, encountered me at a watering 
‘tation on the road and informed me that he was Villa’s representative in this district 
and that he had instructions to get $5,000 gold from us to help out the Villa cause, 
but that being a good friend of ours he would let me off upon the payment of 3,000 
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pesos. This was eventually reduced to 2,000 pesos, which was paid. This was 
supposed to release us from any further assessment or robberies on the part of Villa. 

i t has been proven since that Holguin was a free lance, and not connected with 
Villa. 

“ All this time the Carranzistas in were kept informed of the movements of 
these different bands of Villistas, but refused absolutely to do anything. On ane of 
these occasions I advised the general in charge of that Holguin and a party of 
15 men were then within 3 miles of and no action was taken. 

“In June, 1918, I advised the major in charge of the garrison that Holguin was then 
about 6 miles from and had taken charge of two wagon loads of provisions, which 
were then on the road to the mine, and that if he would send men out immediately 
that he would be able to get Holguin and prevent the provisions falling in his hands. 
The major advised me he could not do anything in the matter without first reporting 
it to Chihuahua to get instructions. On this occasion Holguin stayed with the pro- 
visions until they arrived at the mine, two dsys later, where he took all the provisions, 
leaving the workmen absolutely without anything to eat and burnt the wagons in 
which the provisions had been hauled to the mine. 

“During all the time that I was in charge of the mine our freighters were suffering 
loss of mules and our men were repeatedly sent into and told not to come back 
to work. Many times the workmen at the mines were not only out of provisions, but 
the small amount of water for drinking purposes was consumed by the different bands 
of a for their horses, then forcing the men to abandon the mine and come into 
on foot. 

‘‘On several occasions we were instructed to close the mine down and not to open 
it up again under a threat of having the property blown up and destroyed. 

“Conditions became so bad during December, 1917, that I went to to see if 
some kind of protection could not be given to us. At this time I had a contract ior 
the extraction of ore from the mines and being a subject called upon my 
consul at Chihuahua City to get him to go with me to see the proper authorities regard- 
ing this protection. 

“[ was advised by him to do absolutely nothing in the matter, as Francisco Murguia, 
who was the general in command, was absolutely pro-German; that nothing could be 

ained by seeing him, and, in fact, that we would be insulted by him, and more than 
ikely, he thought, advised that he was pro-German and had no use for anyone who 
was a subject of any one of the allied nations, and that it would be better to try and 
get the protection from the local authorities. However, this was impossible, as the 
general in command at was always drunk and had absolutely no command 
over his men. 

“On occasions when requests were made for protection to the local authorities, 
they put up as excuses that their men had not been paid for several months, and that 


in case of an encounter they would not fight, fearing desertion at any time that they 
saw the possibility of getting away. B 

“On November 24, 1918, Villa took after a fight of about 30 minutes, killing 
several of the garrison and capturing 37, whom he afterwards shot. 

“Evidently before this attack was made he gave instructions to his men that the 
officers and employees of the company should not be molested, as soldiers were placed 
in front of the office and none of the Villistas were permitted to enter. He, however, 
took from me personally close to 7,000 pesos worth of provisions and clothing. 

“A few davs later Murguia, with seven trainloads of soldiers, arrived in 
took possession of the town without a fight, as Villa had already left. i 

“During the occupancy of the town by Murguia and 2,500 soldiers they practically 
destroyed the automobile belonging to the company, taking off the wheels and tire, 
and everything that was movable, part of which we recovered by buying them from 
the Carrancistas’ soldiers, as Murguia was inaccesible to anybody. 

“No attempt was made at this time to try and round up Villa, who was known tobe 
some 15 miles west of , where he stayed during the entire time that Murguia wss 
in the town. ; . 

“During Villa’s stay in he remarked to me that he was not a bit afraid of 
Murguia, intimating that they had a tentative agreement for Murguia to operate on 
the railroad and Villa in the mountains. 

“Aiter Murguia left Col. Boliva Sierra was left in charge, and immediately 
sent for me and ordered me to take the other machine, which was still in running order, 
and go after hay and corn forhisanimals. I told himin the first place that the machine 
was not in working order, and that in the second place, if it was, that the first obliga- 

tion which I had would be to get provisions out to the men at the mine, as they hi 
been without provisions for several days and probably were starving. He kept 0- 


and 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 3289 


sisting on our using the machine for his purposes, and upon my refusal to do so, he 
insulted us and called us Villastas. 

“During his stay in he lived in the adjoining house, and he and his staff were 
intoxicated practically all the time, and on one occasion they shot at the chimney 
of the house in which we lived and stated it was a pity the ‘‘Gringos’’ were not there 
u they could take a shot at them also; in fact, pandemonium reigned the whole time 
he was in charge of the garrison. 

“From the time that Villa’s forces left to the closing of the mine, on the 
“th of June, 1919, there were several visita made to the mine by Villastas, but very 
litlein the way of provisions was taken. 

“Upon Villa’s return south, after his defeat at , he occupied the office of the. 
company, taking clothing, bedding. supplies, and furniture such as he needed. 

“Upon the occupancy of the town by the Carrancista forces they looted the com- 
pany’s office, and their soldiers sold many of the articles belonging to the company to. 
people living in ; 

“On June 21> 1919, the Carranzistas took the town. Upon my arrival in a 
few days later, I was able to get back a few of the articles which the Carranzistas had 
stolen, as some of them were loaded on trucks belonging to the garrison. 

“The offices of the company were in possession of Gen. Ferede, and a demand was 
made upon him for the delivery of the office, which he refused to do, stating he had 
no other place to live in and that he would deliver the house when he got ready to 
leave. Since that time repeated requests have been made to turn the house over 


| tous, but without avail.” 


These raids finally culminated with the capture of , president of the com- 
y, , general manager, and , mining superintendent, , by Epi- 
eo Holguin, who had been operating in this section for several years as a Villista. 

We were taken by Holguin and, after traveling for eight days, were delivered to 
Francisco Villa. Holguin at first demanded a ransom of $50,000 American gold, or 
thealternative would be to deliver us to Villa; of course, we could not pay the $50,000, 
© he took us to Villa. 

Upon reaching Villa, he said to Holguin: ‘‘Where did you get these Gringos?” 
Holguin answered: ‘At the mine.” ‘‘Why did you not hang them there and 
ba one with it, and save me the trouble of doing it here?” was Villa’s rejoinder to 

olguin. 

Villa asked : “By whose orders are you working those properties? Don’t 
you know that they are in my territory, and no one can work without my permis- 
son? Ifyou wish to work, all right; but you must first make arrangements with me.” 

Then Villa began a long harangue about the persecution he had received at the 
nds of our Government, particularly from the President and other oflicers, which 

was about as follows: 

“Wilson caused me to lose the battle of Celaya, because he refused me permission 
to pass two carloads of ammunition that I had at El Paso; for this reason the ammu- 
nition did not reach me in time, and I lost the battle. Later he recognized Carranza 
as President, when he had led me to believe that I was the one to be recognized as 
President. Still later he allowed Carranza to move 3,000 troops from Eagle Pass to 
Agua Prieta, which caused me to lose the battle of Agua Prieta. He allowed Car- 
ranza to move his troops across American frontier in order to defeat me. American 
te were fired at my men at this same battle. This was notsuflicient. My brother, 

Ipolito, was arrested and held for a ransom of $300,000, and was not allowed to go 
free until the last dollar was paid. I thought they would surely kill him. I hid 

m my men and cried like a child; but no, they did not execute him. When the 
t dollar was paid, they turned him loose. 

was not all. Í could stand all of this, for this was a fight between men; 
but then they arrested my wife at the bridge at Juarez and treated her like a dog— 
we bsp money from her purse and tore the rings from her fingers, amounting in all 


“For all this persecution that I have received at the hands of your President and 
your Government you people must pay, and pay with your lives.” 

A little later Villa said that if we would pay him the $300,000 paid for his brother 
2e would allow us to go free. This sum was later reduced to $50,000. Upon our 
Prati that it was impossible for us to pay this amount of money he reduced the 
demand to $25,000, the amount of money in cash and jeer) alleged to be taken 
from Villa’s wife at El Paso. He ultimately reduced the amount to $20,000, with 

ese words: “Pay me $20,000 and do not talk any more about it. It is your business 
to get the money.” 

t was then agreed that and were to be released to secure the money 
and —— be held until the money was paid. After being held in all 25 days, and 


im. 
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after having paid the amount of money demanded by Villa, I was released at the border 
and instructed not to give out the information I had seen Villa nor that 1 had paid auv 
ransom. That this money was to be considered a loan, and if 1 would do as he advised 
me the money would be returned. [fon the contrary I gave out the information that 
I had been with Villa and had paid a ransom that myself and my property would suier 
the consequence later on. i 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this — day of ———. 


[SEAL. ] — ——, 
Notary Public, 


Fort Maprson, Jowa, Auqust 18, 1919, 
Senator ALPERT B. FALL, 
Chairman Subconemittee on Mexican Conditions, 
Foreign Relations Comneuttee, United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

TENTLEMEN: Having recently read in the newspapers that a subcommittee headed 
by Senator Fall had been delegated to secure information as to the losses sustained by 
American citizens in Mexico, E wish if possible. to file a statement with the subcom- 
mittee as to my Interests and losses, 

From 1900 to 1912 E made heavy investments in Mexico and in 1906 took up my 
residence in Mexico City. becoming a director of the United States Trust Co., Mexico 
City. S. W. Rider, president. I remained in Mexico City until 1912, when in conior- 
mity with the recommendations of the T nited States Government communicated to 
me by the United States Ambassador to Mexico, the Hon. Henry Lane Wilson, and by 
the United States consul general to Mexico City, Mr. Arnold Shanklin, T abandoned 
my Mexican interests and left the country. 

i am a native-born American citizen. physician, biologist, and chemist by profes- 
sion: my permanent residence is in the town of Nelson, State of New Hampshire, 
and | maintain a winter residence in Nassau. Bahama Jslands, where I am a registered 
medical practitioner and president of ‘the Pahamas Flantation Co. U.td.j. My record 
is briefly sketched in “American Men of Science” and in **Who’s Who in America.” 

L have not as vet Hled any claim with the Department of State, but now that there 
appears to be a bona fide etfort to protect American interests in Mexico, I desire te 
place my claim on record with the hope that the United States Government may 
assist me in gaining peaceful possession of my properties and a just compensation for 
losses sustained in being deprived of them Jor the past eight years. . 

The statement attached hereto will serve to show the nature of my interests in Mexico 
and I will, when desired, certify the same and present full documentary evidence. 

Very respectfully, 


Cd 


CHARLES S. DOoLLEY. 


STATEMENT AS TO THE INTERESTS OF CHARLES 8, DOLLEY, M. D., AND HIS WIFE. 
ADELAIDE C. DOLLEY, IN THE REPUBLIC OF MEXICO. 


1. Twenty-five thousand acres of grazing and timber landa situated in the munici- 
ality of Tila, district of Palencue, State of Chiapas. including the coffee plantation 

ann as tJolnocpa.” of 350.000 coffee trees. in full bearing in 1912. with dwelling 
houses, factory buildings. coffee cleaning, drying, and grading machinery, cattle. 
mules, ete. This property was deeded to me in 1908 by the Pennsylvania Plantation 
Co. of Philadelphia, incorportared ip the State of Maine. of which I was, for several 
years, president. From the time it was deeded to me, it was under the management 
of my son, Lester C. Dolley, C. E. Jn the fall of 1913 he was driven off the property 
of Jolnocpa by insurrectos, went down to the city of San Juan Bautista, to await the 
restoration of peace, was taken with tropical dysentery, hastened to Mexico City, and 
died in the American slabs Mexico City. December 17, 1913. Repeated but un- 
successful attempts have been made by myself and my representatives to recover 
possession of the estate. About 600 head of cattle and 20 mules were confiscated at 
the time my son was dispossessed. the house and factory looted and partly burned. 
At that time the property was worth at a low valuation, $250,000. 

2 The El Metate Mine, near Rio del Oro. State of Guerrero: 

Title to this rich free-gold property was taken by me in 1908, after several years’ 
thorough investigation of the district by experts in my employ. Americans were 
driven out of this Balsas River country in 1912, many suffering vreat losses, and they 
have, as far as I can learn, never been able to resume operations. The El Metate 
property is conservatively valued at $50,000. 
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3. The Adelaida Mine, near Jecurato. district of El Fuerte, State of Sinaloa: 

This is one of the richest and largest veins of zinc-lead-silver ore ever discovered in 
Mexico. It was originally located and title taken to it by Francis O’Gorman, a promie 
nent American geologist and mining engineer, who died in Mexico City in 1907. T 
married his widow in 1908, The title stands in the name of mv wife. Adelaide C. 
Dolley. Up to 1912 we had expended over $30.060 on the development of the prop- 
erty and in that vear we had arranged with the firm of Denny Brothers. of Londen, 
England, well known mining experts, for the capitalization and operation of the 
mine, when the disturbed conditions put a stop to all mining in that district. This 
property is valued at $300,000. 

4. Residential property in the Seattle Colony, Guadalajara, Jalisco. 

These lots are in the name of Adelaide C. Dolley. and were taken over by her in 
settlement of a loan to one Maude Miller Sanchez, of Mexico City. Value. $10,000, 

5. Investment in the securities of the South Fastern Railroad Svndicate, ‘*Compa- 
ma Ferrocaril del Sur Este.” owning concession from the Federal Government, 
granted by the Diaz administration, to build a read from Santa Lucretia to Campeche, 
700 miles, 

All preliminary surveys had been completed and the read financed in London and 
Paris, and contract let to the firm of Norman Griffiths & Co., of London. for building 
the road, when the Madero rebellion put a stop to all work. This interest amounts 
to about 240,000, 

6. Investment in the Cia Explotadora de Productos de Maguey, with factory at 
Apan, State of Hidalgo, 

Į was president of this company from its organization. Though seriously interfered 
with on account of its vena manager, Claude Puming, being married to a Mexican 
lady, this company has managed to do some work. Hs product, agmel. is handled in 
the United States by The Acmel Co. of America (Ineo. A.W. Donly. Rahway, N.J., 
president. This interest amounts to about 520,020. lt was founded on letters patent 
granted to me by the Mexican Government. 

7. Several letters patent granted by the Mexican patent of ce, 1910, 1911; 810,000, 

I feel that I am entitled to demand the full possession of all my properties, free 
from all claims for back taxes or other imposts, and to at least 6 per cent on the total 
Investment from 1908 to date of settlement. I wish, furthermore, Government aid 
to recover for me the title papers, deeds, and other legal documents pertaining to the 
various properties herein mentioned, left by me in the hands of Lic. Jose E. Gomez, 
. Mexico City, who had received them for record, but who has refused to return them 

me. 


SUMMARY. 

l. Chiapas coffee plantation, grazing and timber lands.................... $250, 000 
2. The “El Metate” mine, State of Guerrero..........--- 2. ce eee eee eee eee 50, 000 
3. The “Adelaide” mine, State of Sinaloa a 300, 000 
4. Real estate in Seattle Colony, Guadalajara. ......-.---.--..-.+---.2--. 10, 000 
9. Securities of the Cia Ferrocaril del Sur Este.......-.--.-.-...-.-...--- 40, 000 
6. Interest in the Cia Explotadora de Productos de Maguey................ 20, 000 
1. Various Mexican patents... 2-2... eee reser eee rte eee c eee ee 10, 000 

Ageregate bbe ea da eek aE Re a ASSES EME SE HER ee iam S Cee eS Bie tks 680, 000 


In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this 19th day of August, 
1919, and hereby swear that the above statements of interest in Mexico are true as I 
verily believe. ` 

CHARLES S. DorLey. [L. s.] 


Sealed and delivered in the presence of Geo. I. Schafer and Sarah H, Williams. 


State or Iowa, 
County of Lee, ss: 

Be it known that on this 19th day of August, 1919, before me, a notary in and for 
said county, personally appeared Dr. Charles S. Dolley, above named, who ig to me 

own to be the person described in and who executed the‘above statement of inter- 
ests in Mexico and claims on same, and acknowledged same to be his act and deed. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me by the said Dr. Charles S. Dolley on this 19th day 
of August, A. D. 1919. 

Saran H. WILLIAMS, 
Notary Public in and for Lee County, Iowa. 
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SOMERVILLE, TEX., August 20, 1919. 
Senator FALL, 
Washington, D. C. 
DEAR Sir: I herewith inclose you my account for damages against the Mexican 
Government. I was advised to send it to you by the consul at Monterey. 
Yours, very truly, : 
W. A. Lyon. 


The State or Texas, County of Burleson: 

Before me, J. J. McCain, a notary public in and for Burleson County, Tex., on this 
day personally appeared before me William A. Lyon, known to me to be a credible 
person, and after being by me duly sworn on oath says, that he is a native-born citizen 
of the United States, having been born in Washington County, Tex., on the 26th day 
of October. 1844, and is now a citizen of the United States, and was on the dates and 
time that his property was destroyed in the Republic of Mexico, and that he is and 
was the sole owner of said property herein listed before and at the time of its destruc- 
tion, and that no other person has any claim to said property. And was at the time 
of the seizure and destruction of said property residing at Somerville, Burleson County, 
Tex. And the deponent further says that he has never received payment in whole 
or in part for said property. 

W. A. Lyoy. 


Sworn to and subscribed to before me, this the 16th day of October, 1918. 
J. J. McCarty, 
Notary Public in and for Burleson County, Tex. 


I hereby certify that I have no interest in the claim herein filed, and am neither 
the agent or attorney for the afliant, William A. Lyon. 
J. J. McCaw. 


INVENTORY OF PROPERTIES AND HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS BELONGING TO WILLIAM A. 
LYON, LOCATED IN THE VICINITY OF TOPO CHICO, NUEVO LEON, MEXICO, POST 
OFFICE ADDRESS SOMERVILLE, BURLESON COUNTY, TEX. 


Fon CCS Snellen are Gees Bi anc eee een ee oe ace ee ee ead S T aiin $300. 00 
PRONG cater 1a) Gee ore ate Grae ee ea it wel a Oe ha sa heated alban hrs 12. 00 
Farming implements. cccc70o5 ean eed esas ces eet awake eude seneanke 6. 00 
pE ate ING see as satel a cane sneak eather ioe atic eae cine a ete ok Oa eal 16. 00 
Liono Seek ike ah cree rated tars aerated tain E ne adie sa ato es aR 40. 00 
2 BIOL IAC HIN CS tia48 sited ule oe a ea borg a aya Siena a aa aaee 250. 00 
Harnese.............. EERE PE PEE day da TO TEE are oe toe lied TEC ETS 200. 00 
PUTO is aksdicces oa. tae sot ek cate ace Se ee okie nel ae hee cs oe Sela Swe 170, 00 
Dedie escasean weaned cea utara pee aeaa piece aaa 115. 00 
Dining room and kitchen utensils......... 00.0.0... cece eee cece ecto rete 180. 00 
CODIE enaere ease ha rao a ett s ed god rales x hha edgy dain wea ES 250. 00 
2 acres of corn, 3 months old..... lee eee cc cee cece cee cceees 100. 00 
2 acres of peas, 3 months old...... 2... ec ccc cc cece c eect eee eees 100. 00 
1 acre of sugar cane, 2 months old...... 2... cc cece cece cece eeee 79. 00 
2 acres of corn, 3 months old... 2... ee ce cee ec cece eeeeens 75. 00 
l acre of barley, 3 months old... 22... cece cee eee eeees 75. 00 
4 acres of barley, 3 weeks old. 2.0... 0. eee cc cee eee eee eceeeeee 74. 00 
1 acre of sugar cane, 1 month old... 2.0. ee ce nce c cece enees 25. 00 
2 acres of barley, 4 weeks old. 2.2... cece ccc cc ce ccc cece cece scenes 25. 00 
14 acres of barley, 4 weeks old. 2.2... ccc een ee ee cee eens 40. 00 

TONE 3 MERE terre aie ee a tetas S TTA E TO E EEA 2, 128. 00 


The above property was destroyed by the Federal soldiers of the Republic of Mexcio 
during the years 1912-13. 


AMERICAN CONSULAR SERVICE. 


UNITED STATES or MEXICO, 
STATE OF NUEVO LEON, 
City of Monterey: 

This day personally appeared before me, G. D. FitzSimmons. vice consul of the 
United States of America, Cecilio Villela and his wife. Juana Ornelas, both Mexican 
citizens, who are known to me. and after being duly sworn, depose and say: “ We are: 
acquainted with W. A. Lyon, having been employed by him as caretakers of his prop- 
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erty near Topo Chico, about 4 miles north of Monterey. About the fall of the vear of 
1912 we were left in charge of certain property belonging to the said Lyon. consisting 
of farm. Implements, crops, and other property listed herewith. During this fall and 
year following the place was visited by soldiers known as “ Carrancistas.’’ who without 
our consent or permission took and destroyed everything that was on or about the place. 
Further the deponents sayeth not. 
CectLio (his x mark) VILLELA. 
JUANA ORNELAS, 


Witness to signature of Cecilio Villela: W. Landolt. 


Sworn and subscribed before me at Monterey, Mexico, on this 14th dav of August, 
A. D. 1919. ° 
[SEAL.] G. D. FrrzSim{Įoss, 
Vice Consul of the United States of America. 


New York City, September 8, 1919. 
Hon. ALBERT B. FALL, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Str: We note in this morning's New York Times that the subcommittee. of 
which vou are chairman, of the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations. will short] y 
conduct hearings on the Mexican question. We also note that the investigation of 
your subcommittee, among other things, will cover: 

“The amount of damages suffered by Americans as a result of the destruction, con- 
fiseation, or theft of personal property. ; 

“Damages suffered by Americans as a result of the confiscation or deprivation of 
the use of lands owned by them in Mexico.” 

On May 20, 1918, in behalf of Mr. Charles F. Simon. an American citizen whom we 
now represent. a claim for damages against the Mexican Government amounting to 
$49.774.80 was filed with the State Department. 

It has occurred to us that possibly your subcommittee will be interested in having 
the papers in this claim, which covered damages to both personal and real property 
of Mr. Simon at his ranch in Mexico during the year 1916. We shall be glad to furnish 
you any such paper as vou may wish. 

Respectiully, yours, 
PALMER & SERLES. 


Know all men by these presents. that I. Charles F. Simon, of the Borough of Man- 
hatten. city. county, and State of New York, have made, constituted, and appointed, 
and by these presents do make. constitute, and appoint Albert R. Palmer, Frank R. 
Serles. and George F. Handel. composing the firm of Palmer & Serles. attorneys at law 
With offices at 46 Cedar Street. in the Borough of Manhattan, city, county, and State 
of New York, my true and lawful attorneys, to represent me. in my name, place, and 
stead, before the Department of State of the United States of America, or before any 
Court. board, or committee, or before any person or persons in any and all matters per- 
taining to a claim for damaves against the Republic of Mexico. filed in my behalf on 
or about the 20th day of May. 1918, with the Department of State of the United States 
of America, giving mv said attorneys f ull power to do everything whatsvever, requisite 
and necessary to be done in the premises, as fully as I could do if personally present, 
With full power of substitution and revocation, hereby ratifying and confirming all 
that my said attorneys, or their substitutes, shall lawfully do, or cause to be done, 
by virtue hereot. l 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal to this instrument in 
tnplicate the 16th day of September in the year one thousand nine hundred and 
mneteen. 

C. Firznucu Simon. [{L.8.] 


Signed, sealed, and delivered in presence of Herbert J. Carroll. 


TATE OF New YORK, 
County of New York: 

On this 16th of September, 1919, before me personally came Charles F. Simon, to 
me known and known to me to be the individual who executed the foregoing instru- 
ment and he duly acknowledged that he executed the same. 

HERBERT J. CARROLL, 
, Notary Public. 

Term expires March 30, 1920. 


on, 
en _ E Seen aa ll ee 
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MEMORIAL OF CHARLES F. SIMON IN SUPPORT OF HIS CLAIM AGAINST THE REPUBLIC 
OF MEXICO, 


I, Charles F. Simon, claimant, am a citizen of the United States of America. I was 
born October 2, 1861, in the city of St. Louis, State of Missouri, and resided in that 
city until about 20 years ago, when I purchased about 1,800 acres of land in the State 
of Vera Cruz, Mexico, about 40 miles from the city of Jalapa. This land lies in two 
adjacent valleys, one known as ‘‘Clarin,’”’ one as ‘‘Rincon Negros.” I planted on 
these lands 300,000 coffee trees, cleared pastures, made roads and fences, «I built a 
residence for my family, also houses for workmen, stables, waterworks, drying grounds 
for coffee, and a machinery house in which I installed a complete outht of modern 
machinery for the treatment of coffee. By 1914 I had in successful and profitable 
operation my colfee plantations with a full complement of workmen, who were well 
treated, well paid, and contented. They had the privilege without cost, of corn land, 
bean land, and pasture. I cared for them when they were sick, and in every way 
treated them with consideration. I was encouraged in this enterprise by the then 
existing Government. 

On or about the 23d of April, 1914, the Mexicans living near the property entered 
my. residence, situated in Clarin, by force, broke open two locked desks and several 
locked cupboards, took all my papers, title deeds, accounts, and some money, break- 
ing some of the furniture. After the American troops left Vera Cruz F secured the 
title deeds to the property, but not nv accounts, papers, money, ete. 

We now come to the year 1916. Senor Caranza was in power and the district in 
which I lived swarmed with his opponents, something like 800 armed men. They 
rode around in small bands, living largely off the people like myself who had houses. 
beds, and food. Fifty of them would ride up to my house and other ranches of Amer- 
icans at nightfall, and we wotld be forced to put them up for the night and often 
longer, feeding the men and horses. They go away, of course, without paving, some- 
times taking saddles, blankets, and what money one is forced to let them have. In 
fact one is completely at their mercy, and they play with him as a cat does a mous, 
al] this notwithstanding the Mexican Federal Government was fully apprised of the 
situation by appeals from myself and others. 

In April, 1916, Gen. Cejudo, who was the chief of the rebels in my district, took 
over my property and used my residence as military headquarters. I lived in Jalapa 
some 40 miles away, which city was within the control of the Federal authorities. 
I wrote to Gen, Cijudo protesting over his action in taking over my property. He 
replied that he regrets it, but he is obeying superior orders, and will give finally a 
full report to our consul in Vera Cruz, which was never done. The result is my fore- 
man and workmen, with their families, were forced to leave the place and the ranch 
was abandoned to the mercy of the rebels. Before they left my foreman, Felipe Diaz, 
and my storekeeper, Candido Carretero, made an inventory of the contents of my 
residence, also an inventory of the houses and machinery, ete., which I file with this 
paper, together with their affidavits. The rebels took possession of all the coffee that 
was on the ranch, also all other articles that they could use to advantage, and finally 
completely wrecked the contents of my residence. 

Those articles of furniture which hie could not well carry off they destraved. 
They stabled horses in the parlor and generally detiled the house. The garden of 
several acres which surrounds the house they have used for a corral for mules and 
the valuable plants were completely rined. Ìn December, 1916, my foreman received 
word that the rebels would allow him to return. So he wired me to the United States 
where [ was then Tving. I rephed be wire to take full force of men and start werk 
cleaning up the property. I knew that if this was not done that the entire plantation 
would be ruined, {fa coffee plantation is not kept free from weeds, the trees deterte- 
rate rapidly and soon die. The growth of weeds in the Tropics is excessive and the 
plantings must be cleaned from four to six times each year, As we had been forced to 
abandon the property the previous spring, and in the meantine the rainy season ha 
come and gone, the coffee plants were smothered in weeds. Mv foreman gathered all 
the workmen in the district and started to clean up the plantation, in the meantime 
following behind with the coffee pickers. The coffee crop comes on about the 
Ist of November and lasts until March. Before the Ist of November a plantation 
sheuld be cleaned and ready to be picked. I knew that it would be impossible to 

iek the erop on account of the fact of our getting possession of the plantation © 
ate in the season. However. | thought that I might be able to get some of it to help 
to pay for at least part of the expenses of the weeding of the plantation. We croppe 

in the spring of 1916, 107,456 kilos, whereas in 1917, owing to the fact that the rebels 
had my plantation in their possession and had run off all of my workmen, we were 
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only able to crop 18,446 kilos, thereby losing 89,100 kilos. J have stated that the 
1916 crop was 107,456 kilos. - 

Asa fact, we were unable to crop all of it, being disturbed so much by those roving, 
armed bands, so that we lost about 23.000 kilos, which dropped from the treesand could 
not be recovered. I makea claim for the loss of the erop this 1917 season and base the 
los on the difference between what was actually picked in 1916 and in 1917. AH 
taxes have been paid by me to the Mexican Government up to January 1 1917. My 
manch isstill in the power of the rebels. Thev have an otPcer living on my plantation, 
[ make a claim for the deterioration of the value of the plantations through being 
lettabandoned. A plantation so left in the Tropics reverts in a short time to a wilder- 
nes of growth, killing off all artificial plantings and ruining the labor of vears. I 
have claimed 15 per cent of the total plantings. In my itemized account | have 
called the total planting only 255,000 trees, whereas J have stated in this report that 
[had planted 300,000. This is owing to the fact that 45,066 trees had been abaudoned 
because they had been planted in badly exposed places. I make a claim for the 
damare done to the houses. These left open to he wind, rain, animals, for any 
length of time soon go to pieces. This damage is considerable, and I have placed 
a conservative amount for which I believe they can be replaced or patched up as 
good as they were. I make claims for articles stelen: also horses, niles, cattle, coffee; 
fer the destrnetion of contents of my residence aud garden. AH this is shown by 
athdavits made bv one who was living on the place and filed herewith. I submit 
sme receipts for a portion of the stolen property, as we secured all of these we pos- 
sibly could. In all cases the amounts representing costs are set down with strict 
justice, and the amounts claimed are less rather than more than the actual damage 
sustained, The Mexican Federal Government has collected taxes, but has failed 
to afford me protection. The damages I new claim are what I have suffered up to 
May, 1917. 

The conditions in the district have continued about the same since that time. The 
rebels are still in possession of my ranch; they dominate the neighborhoou and the 
Government has failed to suppress them. I have spent large sums of money in at- 
tempting to regain and operate my ranch. A German living on adjoining property has 
never been molested. The policy of our Government has been misunderstood by 
the Mexican peopie and the American subjects have suffered in consequence. My 
house was completely furnished for occupation by myself and family, consisting of 
my wife and three children. The furniture included my silverware, cut glass, 
china, general furniture, rugs, a valuable library, pictures, bric-a-brac, etc., all of 
which was taken away or destroved. [attach hereto as Exhibit A a rough itemized 
account of my property destroved and damaged, together with the fair cash value 
thereof, also incidental expenses incurred by me. Such account is correct according 
to my best knowledge and belief. 4 

I also file herewith as Exhibit B inventory, with affidavit, of the contents of my 
house and other property mace by Phelipe Diaz and Candido Carretero; one original 
In Spanish with translation in triplicate; also as Exhibit € afhdavit of Felipe Diaz, 
showing coffee and articles stolen: one original in Spanish with translation in tipli- 
Cate. also as Exhibit D atlidavit of Felix Diaz as to property on Rincon Negros 
at that time and comparison of coifee crops of 1916 and 1917; one original in Spanish 
With translation in triplicate. Also as isxhibit E sundry receipts in Spanish given 
2 some of the property taken referred to above, together with translations in tripli- 

e. 

On account of conditions existing since May, 1917, I have been unable to visit my 
ranch or to operate it successfully. I have suffered many losses since May, 1917, but 
shall ask leave to submit proof of same later. My property is practically ruined and 
Tam debarred from the country. 

I make this claim in behalf of myself as owner of the property referred to in this 
Memorial. I am and was when this claim originated a citizen of the United States. 
At the present time I ain domiciled in the city of New York. When this claim origi- 
nated, I was domiciled in the city of Jalapa, Mexico. I was never a subject of the 

epublic of Mexico, and never took an oath of allegiance to the Government thereof. 

e entire amount of this claim belongs to me and did when it had ita origin. I have 
never received anv sum of money or other quivalent or indemnification for the whole 
Or any part of the loss and injury upon which this claim is founded. I am 56 years old. 
_ At present I aim engaged in business at 225 Fifth Avenue, in New York City, hav- 

been compelled to abandon my Mexican property as stated above, with no pros- 
pect of being able to rescue and restore it. 

he accompanying aflidavits of Philipe Diaz and Candido Carretero were pre- 
Pared in ignorance of the rules of the Department of State. They lack some of the 
Information called for by those rules. They were not executed in triplicate. I, 
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however, file translations in triplicate. It is impossible to get new affidavits at this 
time. I can not go to Mexico, nor could I find the parties if I did go, nor can I send 
papers there under present conditions. 

can say of my own knowledge that neither the said Philipe Diaz nor Candide 
Carretero has any interest, financial or otherwise, in this claim. The said Diaz wa: 
for many years my faithful ranch foreman and the said Carretero was my storekeeper 
at the time of the events which they desribe in their affidavits. They resided on my 
ranch. They are both reputable men of mature age. I do not know their present 
location. 

J file this memorial in triplicate, together with single copies of the original aflida- 
vits of Philipe Diaz and Candido Carretero in Spanish with translations in triplicate; 
also original receipts in Spanish for a portion of property taken by the rebels, with 
triplicate translation. 

am a loyal American citizen. I invested my all and devoted 20 years of my liie 
in this coffee plantation with the encouragement of the Mexican Government. That 
Government failed to protect me and my property. I now invoke the aid of the 
American Government in securing compensation from the Mexican Government. 

I have retained as counsel Mr. Franklin Ferris, Third National Bank Building, 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Itemized statement of damuges to property of C. F. Siman. 
i 


United State 
currency. 
l. Destruction of contents of residence in “Clarin” (see inventory), in- 
eluding library of some 1,800 books, many of rare editions and value. 
A large collection ot fine tableware and cut glasses and bowls, linen 
(bed and table), furniture and pictures, oriental rugs, fully equipped 
kitchen, large range with hot and cold waterworks, clothing, ete... $9,500. 00 
2. Complete destruction of garden of several acres, full of rare plants from 


foreign COUMEMOSS oy. 5 5 oc eco oxi lee ccoh actin ee eh a ors, Loana uana anura 1, 500. 0 
3. The taking by various armed bands of men at different dates, 600 hun- 
dredweight of coffee, ready for shipment, at 10 cents per pound. ... 6,100. 00 


See afidavit of Felipe Diaz. This cotfee was contracted to William 
Schotten of St. Louis, Mo., at 144 cents per pound, less cost of shipping 
in 1916, 44 cente. 
4, The taking by various armed bands of men on ditferent dates, 68 hun- 
dredweizht of coffee, at 10 cents per pound. ...........-6. meres 650. 00 
While on the road between the plantation and Jalapa. See afli- 
-davit of Felipe Diaz. 

5. The taking by force sucks, value 150 pesos; 11 mules, value 1,870 pesos; 
two horses, 500 pesos; 17 head of cattle, value 1190 pesos; various 
articles, value 6604 pesos; total 4,426} pesos, at exchange rate of 
EN E EREE EEE E NE EE E E EEE T 

The taking by force by different armed bands on different dates the 
sum of 3,364 pesos in paper money. This money was of depreciated 
value and for the purpose of making this account, 1 assume it to be 
on basis of exchange of 5 for bo... ee ce ee cee eee eee 

7. The difference between the crop of coffee in 1916 and that of 1917 is 

89,010 kilos, or 1,935 hundredweight. These above figures are sworn to 

in aflidavitot Felipe Diaz. The costs of producing the coffee 1s 34.25 

onthe plantation and sending to Jalapa and trom Jalapa to St. Louis 

$3.50 per hundred weight more. In claims 3 and 4, vou will note that 

the shipping expenses were put at £4.50 from Jalapa to St. Luois, but 

that was in 1916, whereas this is in 1917 ana the export duties are now 

lower. I sold coffee this year to James I. Forbes Tea & Coffee Co. at 

13 cents, and claim on the 1,935 hundredweight the difference which 

is $5.25 hundreļweight........a ob be 3 ba tee ag! ose Gal oo ae Cece Swan E 

8. The loss of 15 per cent of the coffee trees planted, owing to the fact that 

they were abandoned and left to the mercy of tropical growth, 15 per 

cent of 255,000 trees equals 38,250 trees, at value of 25 cents United 

States Currency per tree.. aoa. ese de ee ene db beaks eiaesiaes 

9. The actual damage done to artificial pastures, fences, and houses....- 

10. For feeding of various bands at different times........ Sid std oes Beas ahs eens 1, 500. 00 
11. For personal expenses incident to foregoing, traveling expenses and 
expense of living in Vora Cruz and Jalapa for many months, extra 

expense of foremen and other men................- Ce cantare eee eh 5, 000, 00 
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IN THE MATTER OF THE DEATH OF WILFORD 0. ROBERTSON—COPY OF AFFIDAVIT OF 
MRS. R. L. FISHER. 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
Coutny of San Diego, ss: 

I, Esther Fisher, of lawful age, being first dulv sworn, on my oath say: 

On September 3, 1913, a party consisting of James Stempfle, William Brown, Wil- 
ford O. Robertson, my husband, R. S. Fisher, my daughter, Eloise Fisher, aged 6 
years, and myself, also four Mexicans whose names are unknown to me, were traveling 
from the city of Durango, in the State of Durango, Republic of Mexico, on a journey 
to Mazatalan, in the State of Sinaloa, in the Republic of Mexico, having first obtained 
from the lawfully constituted authorities in the city of Durango proper passports 
Krall the party for said journey. We traveled on horseback, and arrived at El Lobo 
in the State of Sinaloa about 4 o’clock p. m., on September 10, 1913. 

At this place a Mexican by the name of Jesus Madrigal, a captain in charge of a. 
number of soldiers, halted our party and demanded to see our passports; the passports: 
were exhibited to him and he ordered us to pass on. We immediately resumed our 
journey and came to a certain place about one-half mile distant from El Lobo, where 
the road on which we were traveling turned sharply around a huge rock; at this point 
the said Jesus Madrigal and five armed soldiers stopped our entire party and took away 
by force from each one of the men in the party the rifles which they carried; after 
the rifles were taken from each man he was ordered to proceed. The captain fired 
several shots, two of which entered the body of Wilford O. Robertson, one of our party; 
one of the bullets taking effect in his neck and one in his shoulder, while one bullet 
passed through the hat of my husband, R. L. Fisher; neither he nor Mr. Robertson had 
fred. I was about 25 feet from Mr. Robertson at the time he was shot and reached him 
just as he fell to the ground: he said nothing other than “I am dying” and he died 
almost immediately. The captain and his soldiers immediately came up and robbed 
the body of a revolver, a rifle, a silver watch, field glasses, and cartridge belt. 

I heard my husband ask the captain why he did not take the rifles from us at EI 
Loho, and the captain replied that he not did dare attack our party in the open, but 
had to wait until he could ambush them, as the Americans were dangerous people and 
e wae alraid of them. 

We buried Mr. Robertson on the same day, about 100 feet from the roadside. The 
captain and his armed soldiers left immediately after taking away Mr. Robertson’s 
possessions, but came back again in about one and one-half hours later with a state- 
ment Written in Spanish and which the captain and his tive armed soldiers demanded 
should be signed by all of our party; I did not know what was in the statement, but 
with the others I was afraid to refuse to sign it, fearing bodily harm; I have understood 
later, however, that it contained a statement that Mr. Robertson shot first, which 
statement is not true. 

My husband asked the captain for a written statement about. the shooting of Mr. 
Robertson and some statement was given by the captain: I did not read it and do 
not know what it contained; I understand that is was forwarded to the American consul 


at Mazatalan. Mrs. R.L. F 
rs. R. L. FISHER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this September 24, 1914. 

[SEAL.] JEFFERSON K. STICKNEY, 
Notary Public, San Diego County, Calif. 

My term expires March 18, 1918. 


IN THE MATTER OF THE DEATH OF WILFORD O. ROBERTSON: COPY OF AFFIDAVIT OF B. 
H. BROWN. 
STATE OF TEXas, 
County of Bexar. 

I, B. H. Brown, at present. temporarily in San Antonio, do solemnly swear that I 
am a citizen of the United States. I was born 59 years ago in the State of Wisconsin, 

ut l claim Kingston, Ill., as my home. Iam a miner, and for a number of years Í 
ave followed mv occupation in the vicinity of Durango, Mexico. I have always 
registered with the American consul at Durango as an American citizen. I have 
i own Wilford O. Robertson about 20 years and have worked in the gold mines about 
= miles a little southwest of Durango, known as the Joquixtle Gold Co., since Febru- 
Padre Wilford O. Robertson was president of said company when I begun working 
Ph € company and up to the time of his death, which occurred on September 10, 1913, 

4 place called El Lobo. 
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On September 2, 1913, Wilford O. Robertson procured from the secretary of the 
governor of Durango one joint pass for himself and myself and two mozos to go to 
Mazatalan. We started on the next day. With us on our trip was Joe Stemphe, 
R. L. Fisher, and Mrs. Esther Fisher, wife of R. L. Fisher, and a child of about 5 years 
of age, of Mr. and Mrs. Fisher’s. Accompanying us were four Mexicans—Joe Alvarado, 
Francisco Alvarado, Accencion Castro—and another Mexican by the name of Juan 
Martinez. The two last named Mexicans were our mozos. The other two Mexicans 
named were companions of Fisher’s, that is they accompanied Fisher without being 
employees of his. The distance from Durango to Mazatalan is about 200 miles. Mr. 
Fisher and Mr. Stempfle also had passes for themselves and their equipments, but 
their passes were issued by the Gen. Domingo Arrieta, the person who had control of 
the Mexican constitutional forces at Durango. We traveled on horse and mule back, 
-and our equipments were carried on horse back. The condition of the roads over which 
we had to travel was such that our mode of travel was generally single file. 

On September 10, I was leading the “train” and Wilford O. Robertson was bringing 
up the rear. Mrs. Fisher and her little girl was either with Mr. Robertson or very 
close to him. Fisher was somewhere near in the center of the ‘‘train.’’ I say the 
“train” was about 300 yards long. Ata point near El Lobo two Mexicans presented 
themselves at the side of the road and asked me about our passports. The Mexican 
who appeared to have authority stated that he was Jesus Madrigal. He inspected 
our passes and eee them all right, and we were permitted to proceed, at the 
same time he showed his comnmission from Domingo Arrieta. About three-quarters 
of a mile from this point at a rocky, hilly place in the trail, I found myself suddenly 
covered by five rifles in the hands of Mexican revolutionary soldiers who demanded 
that I give upmy gun. They stated that they wanted our guns. They were informed 
that Madrigal who had just inspected our passes said they were all right. Then one 
of the party poa to his breast and said, “I am Madrigal, and we have got to have 
your guns. Your passes are all right but they do not mention your guns, and if they 
did I would be compelled to take them as I have a lot of soldiers without guns.” I 
asked then why they did not take our guns when they first halted us, and Madngal 
said that the ground was open there and he saw that we would not be inclined to vive 
up our guns, as he was afraid some one would get hurt if he attempted to take the guns 
then, and that he came to this ambuscade where the guns could be taken without 
danger. He and his men were behind rocks when 1 first saw them. Madrigal said 
there were a lot of other soldiers up at the honse who did not have guns. They held 
their guns wan me continually and threatened me until 1 was compelled to drop my 
gun, I then hollowed back to the balance of the party to look out that they had taken 
our guns. They insisted that we immediately proceed which we tinally did, and we 
did not proceed but a short distance when we heard a number of shots tired, I should 
say four or five. They appeared to come from Mauzer rifles. I have heard these gun 
fired a great many times and I think I recognized the report of all of these guns, I then 
stopped and in a few minutes one of our mozos came riding up and said that they had 
killed © Don Guellermo’’ which in English means “Mr. William.” 

I then went back and found Mr. Robertson dead. From the time I was halted until 
the shots were fired I only saw Robertson once. Robertson was on his horse at that 
time, and seemed to be trying to get out at the side of the road. Robertson was at 
the time he was killed armed witha gun and a .45-caliber automatic revolver. Madnzal 
claimed that Robertson fired first with his revolver. I am satisfied that none of the 
reports that I heard came from his revolver, as I could easily distinguish the difference 
between the reports of this pistol and the Mauser rifle, which were the guns thal 
Madrigal and his men had. Madrigal took all of our guns, cartridges, and Robertson 8 
revolver. They also took Robertson’s field glasses, gun, and silver watch. These 
field glasses I should judge to be worth about $40 in gold. Robertson’s revolver 
would cost about $10 in the United States; it was worth more in Mexico; his rifle 
was worth about $0 in gold. Robertson also had about $50 worth of cartridges. 
which they took. The silver watch that Robertson had was worth about $25 in geld. 
Mr. Fisher’s gun that they took was worth about $20 gold; Stempfle’s gun was worth 
about $20 gold. My gun was worth $20 gold. We buried Robertson near the epot 
where he was killed and camped a short distance away that night. After Robertson 
was killed we requested of Madrigal a statement as to the cause of his death. Madng 
went up to a little house near by and brought back a statement. We told him that 
he would drive all sympathy of the Americans away by this kind of conduct, aud 
he said it made no difference, “there will be intervention anyway.” Madriz 
demanded that we also make a statement in regard to Robertson’s death. He pre- 
pared it without consulting us as to what it should contain and demanded that we 
sign it. My recollection 1s that in this statement it was stated that Robertson br 
tirst. We considered that we were under duress, and so far as I am concerned, I did 
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not see Robertson fire a shot, and I am satisfied that he did not fire. Robertson was 
hit twice. One shot entered at the base of the right side of his neck and passed out 
under the left arm and the other entered the nght shoulder lower down in the breast 
and pased out. The shots seemed to have been fired from rocks above, judging from 
the course of the bullets. Mrs. Fisher claimed at the time to have seen Robertson when 
he was shot, and that he did not fire a shot, but that he had his pistol in his hand and 
was off his horse. She said that she was the first to reach him, and that she asked 
him if he was hurt, and he told her he was dving: she protested to him, and she almost 
immediately heard the rattle in his throat, and he never spoke again. All of the 
@nveraation that we had with Madrigal on both occasions that I am testifving about 
were conducted in Spanish, but I am familiar with the language, and thoroughly 
understood what was said. Our passports and the statement that we signed, as well 
as the statement that he made, were also in Spanish. Madrigal gave his name as 
Jesus Madrigal. The general who issued Mr. Fisher’s passes, and who was in control 
of the revolutionists at Durango was Domingo Arrieta. Madrigal told us that Domingo 
Arrieta told him to take all arms; that was in response to our statement. that Domingo 
Ameta had told us not to give up anything. We first reported the killing of Robertson 
to the Federal commander at Panuco, we next reported to the American consul at 
Mazatlan, and then we reported to the Red Cross authorities out at sea. I have 
been informed that Mr. and Mrs. Fisher’s present address is 3804 Eighth Street, San 
Diego, Calif. I took possession of Robertson's watch, money, and papers, and de- 
livered them to the American consul at Mazatlan. He turned them over to me, 
took a receipt for them, and instructed me to take them to the Rev. T. V. Neal at 
San Antonio, Tex., which I did. 
B. H. Browy. 


STATE OF TEXAS, 
County of Bexar: 
The above affidavit was subscribed and sworn to before me this November 1, 1913. 


[SEAL.] T. J. Murray, 
Notary Public, Bexar County, Tex. 


IN THE MATTER OF THE DEATH OF WILFORD O. ROBERTSON, COPY OF AFFIDAVIT OF JOE 
STEMPFLE, 
STATE OF TEXAS, 
County of Berar. 

I, Joe Stempfle, at present temporarily in San Antonio, Tex., do solemnly swear 
that I am a citizen of the United States, 1 was born in Germany November 16, 1864, 
and was naturalized in 1886. I claim San Antonio as my home. [am a ranchman, 
followed my occupation in the vicinity of Durango, Mexico, about 12 or 13 vears, 
Ihave known Wilford O. Robertson about 14 vears and was with him at the time of his 
death, which occurred on September 10, 1913. at a place called El Lobo. 

On September 2, 1913, I procured from Gen, Domingo Arrieta a pass for myself to go 
to Mazatlan. We started on the next day. With us on our trip was Wilford O. 
Robertson, B. H. Brown. R. L. Fisher, and Mrs. Fsther Fisher. wife of R. L. Fisher, 
and a child, about 5 vearsof age, of Mr. and Mrs. Fisher's. Accompanying us'were four 

fexicans-~ Joe Alvarado, Francisco Alvarado, Accension Castro, and another Mexican 
by the name of Juan Martinez. The two last named Mexicans were mozos. The 
other two Mexicans named were companions of Fisher's, that is they accompanied 

er without being employees of his, The distance from Durango to Mazatlan is 
about 200 miles. Wilford O` Robertson, Mr. Fisher, and B. H. Brown also had passes 
for themselves and their equipments, We traveled on horses and mule back and our 
equipments were carried on horseback. The condition of the road over which we 
ad to travel was such that our mode of travel was generally single file. On September 
10 Brown was leading “train.” 1] came next and Wilford O. Robertson was bringing 
up the rear, Mrs. Fisher and her little girl were either with Mr. Robertson or very 
close to him. Fisher was somewhere in the center of the “train.” The “train” was 
about 300 vards long, Ata point near El Lobo two Mexicans presented themselves 
at the side of the road and asked about our passports. The Mexican who appeared to 
have the authority stated that he was Jesus Madrigal, He inspected our passes and 
Pronounced them all right, and we were permitted to proceed, at the same time he 
showed his commission trom Domingo Arrieta. About three-quarters of a mile from 
this point at a rocky, hilly place in the trail, Brown was suddenly covered by tive 
niles in the hands of Mexican revolutionary soldiers who demanded that we give up 
ourguns. They stated that they wanted our guns. They were informed that Madrigal 
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who had just inspected our passes said they were all right. Then one of the pany 
pati to his breast and said “I am Madrigal and we have got to have vour gum. 

"our passes are all right. but they do not mention vour guns, and if they did. I weuld 
be compelled to take them as I have a lot of soldiers without guns.” They were 
asked then why they did not take our guns when they first halted us, and Madngal 
said that the ground was open there and he saw that we would not be inclined to give 
up our guns, and he was afraid some one would get hurt if he attempted to take the 
guns there and that he came to this ambuscade where the guns could be taken without 
danger. He and his men were behind rocks when we saw them. Madrigal said that 
there were a lot of soldiers up at the house who did not have guns. They held their 
guns upon our party continually and threatened us until we were compelled to drip 
our guns. They insisted that we immediately proceed which we finally did and "e 
did not proceed but a short distance when we heard a number of shots fired. I should 
say four or five. They appeared to come from mazur rifles, I have heard these guns 
fired a great many times and think I recognize the report of all of these guns, I then 
stopped and in a few minutes one of the mozos came riding up and said they have 
killed * Don Guellermo” which in Fnglish means ‘Mr. William.” 1 then went back 
and found Robertson dead. Robertson was at the time he was killed armed with a 
gun and a .45 caliber automatic revolver, Madrigal claimed that Robertson fired first 
with his revolver. | am satisfied that none of the reports that I heard came from his 
revolver, as I could easily distinguish the difference between the reports of this pistol 
and the mazur rifle which were the guns that Madrigal and his men had. Madrigal 
took all of our guns, cartridges and Robertson’s revolver. They also took Robertsin’s 
field glasses, gun and silver watch. These field glasses I should judge to be worth 
about S40 in gold. Robertson's revolver would cost about $40 in the United “tates: 
it was worth more in Mexico; his rifie was worth about >20 in gold. Robertson also 
had about 550 worth of cartridges which they took, The silver watch that Robertson 
had was worth about $25 in gold. Mr. Fisher's gun that they took was worth about £20 
in gold and Stempfle’s gun that they took was worth about $20 in gold, Brown’s gun 
was worth about $20 in gold. 

We buried Robertson near the spot where he was killed, and camped a short distance 
away that night. After Robertson was killed we requested of Madrigal a statement 33 
to the cause of his death. Madrigal went up to a little house near by and brought 
back a statement. We told him that he would drive all of the sympathy of the A meri- 
cans away by this kind of conduct and he said it made no difference, there would be 
intervention anyway. Madrigal demanded that we also make a statement in regard 
to Robertson's death. He prepared it without consulting us as to what it should 
contain and demanded that we sign it. I refused to sign. My recollection is that 
in the statement, it was stated that Robertson fired first. So far as 1 am concerned, 
I did not see Robertson fire a shot, and I am satisfied that he did not fire. Roberton 
was hit twice. One shot entered at the base of the right side of his neck and pased 
out under the left arm, and the other in the right shoulder and passed out lower down 
in the breast. The shots seem to have been fired from rocks above, judging from 
course of the bullets. Mra. Fisher claimed at the time to have seen Mr Robertsen 
when he was shot; and that he did not fire a shot, but that he had his pistol in his 
hand and was off of his horse. She said that she was the first to reach him, and she 
asked him if he was hurt, and he told her that he was dying, she protested to him and 
she almost immediately heard the rattle in his throat, and he never spoke again. All 
of the conversation that we had with Madrigal on both occasions that I am testifving 
about were conducted in Spanish, but ] am familiar with the language and thoroughly 
understood what was said, our passports and the statement that some of the party - 
signed, as well as the statement that he made were also in Spanish. Madrigal gave 
his name as Jesus Madrigal, the general who issued Mr. Fisher’s paseport and who was 
in control of the revolutionists at Durango was Domingo Arrieta. Madrigal told 
Brown that Domingo Arrieta told him to take all arms, that was in response to our 
statement that Domingo had told us not to give up anything. I did not hear this. 
We first reported the killing of Robertson to the Federal commander at Panuco, we 
next reported to the American consul at Mazatalan, and then we reported to the 
Red Cross authoritics at sea. J have heen informed that Mr. and Mre. Fisher’s present 
address is 3894 Eighth Street, San Diego, Calif, 

Jor STEMPFLE. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this Ist day of November, 1913. 


[sEaL.] T, J. Murray, 
Notary Public, Bexar County, Tet. 
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OFFICIAL CONFIDENTIAL REPORT. 


Radical socialism movement in Mexico: Evidently strong efforts are heing made 
throughout Mexico to incite the labor elements to adopt a more radical policy toward 
destruction of all property and property rights. It seems that these movements are 
nore or less openly propitiated by officials appointed by Carranza. 

Conditions in Yucatan: Socialism of a more radical character has invaded the State 
of Yucatan and is destroying order, law, and wealth. The authorities now control- 
ling the situation in Yucatan are carrying their radical campaign in the name of the 
Mexican Government, but it is in reality they themselves who are looking for their 
own interests. The abuses have assumed such a degree of violence that the Federal 
Government of Mexico is considering the federalization of the port of Progreso in 
order to close up that source of injection. Luis Cabrera has been sent by the Govern- 
ment of Carranza to Yucatan to improve the situation there. Robert Habermann is 
a prominent Socialist worker of Merida, Yucatan. 

Conditions in Vera Cruz: The activities of I. W. W. in the State of Vera Cruz are 
taking remarkable impetus. The leaders, Pedro O. Pantoja, Julio Cadenas, Vicente 
Cana, and Espigmencio Ocampo, have formed several committees to spread bolshevist 
theories and to induce workmen to strike. 

I. W. W. activities in Mexico: Propaganda is spreading in Mexico to precipitate 
strikes in that Republic, and also in other Latin-American countries. Mexican 
workmen in Tampico, following suggestions from I. W .W. organizations in New York, 
have appointed a committee to plan out strikes in the various oil-producing camps. 

Information has been received from Mexican labor headquarters that they have 
received requests from various American labor groups asking the moral support of 
Mexican labor unions to aid in securing freedom oi Socialists held in prison in the 
cuted States for opposing the draft and obstructing military operations of the United 
dtates, 

Influence of the Rand school of bolshevism: The workers proamnesty committee 
of United States has asked funds from Mexico labor committees with the purpose of 
continuing their propaganda to obtain the freedom of the socialistic leaders now in 
prison in the United States. The Mexico labor committees, following suggestions 
from above-mentioned American labor organization, have named a commission to 
organize svmpathetic strikes in the petroleum camps. The petroleum companies 
have relused to pay workers according to the new labor law. The labor unions of 
Vera Cruz, Tamaulipas, Orizaba, etc., are in sympathy with the intended strike 
Movements. , 

The above mentioned workers pro-amnesty committee is really an I.W.W. defense 
umon, constituted of 170 union committees under the auspices of the Rand SchocI, 
ð East Fifteenth Street, New York, in December, 1918. This sympathy of Tampico 
Workers is illustrative of the influence of the Rand School of Bolshevism. 

Lynn A. E. Gale: It seems that this American writer, now in Mexico City actively 
Working in radical socialistie propaganda, has lately got in trouble, as it can be in 
ferred from the leaflets that he has distributed refuting accusation made against him. 
Previously to his coming to Mexico City, he worked for several vears for Martin l. 
Glynn, in the capitol and on Glynn’s newspaper in Albany, and also wrote for the 
American of New York. When called by his draft board, he fled to Mexico. He 
claims to have the support and personal friendship of President Carranza. 

_ Gale is openly teaching the tenets of bolshevism, and by means of his magazine 
Is particularly dangerous. He expects to spread the doctrines of bolshevism from one 
end of the Americas to the other. He is a strong internationalist: beside making his 
living by the practice of occultism in various forms, including some form of mental 

ealing, for which his wife, who seems to be ably seconding him, requests that people 
send their incurable cases that they may be treated. 

Gale is looking forward to the lifting of the censorship that he may obtain close 
Communication with friends of his own belief here in the United States, 

The connection of the Bolshevist: propaganda with the German is perhaps shown 
More clearly in the case of this man than in any other. For Gale is a confessed pro- 
German, and is connected with the Servicio Aleman, 

Some people in Mexico recognize in Gale a slacker, Bolshevist and blackmailer, 
Who may soon be deported from Mexico, Gale is well known as running a pro-Bolshe- 
Vist Magazine in Mexico City. His future deportation has already been announced, 

In an intercepted letter from Gale to his parents Gale says that he has recently won 
two law-suits against persons who tried to damage his business, getting S75 damages 
In the first. case and 8375 in the second case. He states his intention of suing a leading 
newspaper of Mexico City (El Universal) which recently exposed him, and states 
that he expects to recover heavy damages. The writer adds that the publicity did 
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him no harm and was a good advertisement. He finishes his letter with the following 
statement: ‘‘My relations are so cordial with the Government that I don’t care what 
soreheads say or do. Besides having the personal audience with President (‘arranza 
which I mentioned to vou, I have seen the secretary of state several times and have 
established very close connections with several members of the Government. They 
all give me the most respectful and friendly consideration. 

In an intercepted letter Gale informs his father and mother that ‘Business is god 
and things are progressing nicely.” The writer adds: “A newspaper has been 
attacking me and published a malicious letter from George Stafford of the Times 
(Times Review of Oxford, N. Y.), and I am suing the paper (El Universal’ for 
$100,000 damages.’’ 

El Universal, F. F. Palavicini, editor, announced the probable deportation of 
Gale, according to the famous article 33 of the new Mexican constitution, which 
rives the executive the authority to expel any pernicious foreigner or any one inter- 
ering in the political affairs of the country. ‘ 

Bolsheviki propaganda: Socialist propaganda of the most. radical character 18 
steadily increasing in Mexico. Among the men who are spreading revolutionary 

ropaganda the following are widely known: Ezequiel Salcedo, Ignacio Rodriguez, 
uan Rico, Rosendo Salazar, Sr. Decuina, Ricardo Trevino, P. Nacho, and Tomas 
Valenzuela. 

The special report on ‘‘Social Unrest in Mexico,” states: “It is positively known 
that at the opening of the last session of the congresa in Mexico City, Bolsheviki 
literature has been distributed in the government building, such distribution being 
sanctioned by President Carranza.” 

There is a continuous stream of dangerous literature being sent from Mexico to 
South American countries. It usually comes into this country through the ports 
of Fagle Pass and Laredo, some little amount coming through El Pago, and is intended 
to proceed to New Orleans or New York for transmittal to destination. Apparently 
there is a close tie binding the agitators in the Latin American countries with these 
in Mexico, and they are all united in their conclusions that the Government and 
the people of the United States have decided to exploit the peoples of the Latin 
American countries for their own use and profit, and that therefore it is the clear 
duty of all Latin Americans to fight the activities of the United States with all their 
strength. 

El Democrata of Mexico City, published a cartoon of a great American octopus 
seated at the Capital of Washington and stretching its tentacles throughout all the 
Americas, and an article, by Ramon Sanchez Arreola, of the Mexican consulate, at 
Los Angeles, Calif., containing a hymn to La Raza, explaining that La Raza ‘The 
Race) represents the Spanish and twenty Latin American countries all joined 
together in opposition to the United States. They intend to oppose a Spanish- 
American solidarity against Pan Americanism of the Monroe doctrine. It is stated 
that President Carranza is at the head of the organization. 

There is a propaganda that comes from Europe, both from German sources and 
Spanish, the German propaganda seeming to come through Spanish means and dealing 
principally with anti-American ideas at the present time. The strictly, Spanish 
propaganda seems to be the Pan-Spanish ideal as opposed to the Pan-American. 

Besides this there is the propaganda originating in Mexico itself which is dissem)- 
nated throughout all the Spanish-American countries. This propaganda is both anti- 
American and Bolshevist. 

The press in Mexico City published a cablegram from Geneva, Switzerland, dated 
March 28, 1918, stating that the meeting in Moscow of the Communist International 
Congress is trying to formulate a general project for bolshevik movements simult- 
negusly in Europe and America and that in a scrcet meeting it was resolved to post- 
pone the reulization of their purposes until the signing of peace. x 

It is stated that the members of the congress believe that the revolutionary etterts 
will meet with greit success as soon as the censorship will be removed in all countries. 

The special report on “ Pan-Socialism in Spanish-Speaking Countries” states: “In 
Mexico the situation 1s of especial interest to the United States, since there is a con- 
stant Socialist exchange between them, and there are American agitators in Mexico. 
It has been stated that bolshevism in Mexico is inevitable. A working socialist 
svstem has been established in Yucatan, which the Government seems to be trying 
to control. Gen, Salvador Alvarado and Luis Cabrera seem to have some control of 
both labor and capital, the supposed control by other, factions seems purely revo- 
lutionary. Here also it is often said that Germans are furthering the bolshevik 
propaganda; it is known that the German periodicals are currying favor with the 

abor element, The I. W. W. is organized in Mexico, Jose Angel Hernandez being 
the leading spirit and Pedro Corria, or Coria, an active agent; Habermann, an Amert- 
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: can, isleading in Yucatan, and Lynn Gale, an American, is making active bolehevik 
' press propaganda. There are movements afoot to unite all factions, both political 
' and socialistic.”’ 

In the States of Tamaulipas, Vera Cruz, Tabasco, Chiapas, Campeche, and Yucatan 

_ leislative measures of decided radical nature are being imposed or are in way of 
being imposed. 

It is apparent that the drift in Mexico is toward radical legislation, the confiscation 
of property, and the repudiation of foreign debts. 

The repudiation of the Mexican foreign debt was openly discussed by Mexican 
Government officials, and it seems that such proceeding would undoubtedly please 
quitea number of Mexicans, among them leading officials of the actual Government. 

Lately reports state that Luis Cabrera, speaking in regard to the payment of the 
Mexican foreign debt, gave the following public statement: 

_ “If wehad the cash in our treasury to resume payments on the national debt to-day 

| weshould prefer to wait. Our creditors have waited patiently and they will con- 
tinue patient. We prefer to await the outcome of adjustments of problems of world- 
wide Importance that may affect us directly. We must know what the world in 
general will do with its obligations, how many nations will repudiate their debts, and 
how many will trim their obligations to figures compatible with their income.” 


OFFICIAL REPORT TO ADJUTANT GENERAL OF TEXAS AND THIS COMMITTEE BY 
CAPT. HANSON. 


A society for the furtherance of their political influence called the “Verband 
eutscher Reichsangeboriger" (Union of Subjects of the German Empire). It has 
headquarters in the Boker Building in Mexico Uitv and branches in 31 Mexican cities 
and towns. Its tirst chief is R. Von Lubek who lives at 28 Calle Berlin. and offices 
in the Boker Building. He was formerly a merchant of the firm of Boker & Co. Fritz 
Sommer. son of a leading jeweler of Mexico City, is the official organizer; travels 
around the country perfecting the work. his society is closely working with the 50 
German officers in the Mexican army: they are also closely associated with Col. del 
(ampo of the Corps of Engineers and with an anti-American Spaniard named Guardi- 
ola, the editor of La Regeneration of Satillo. Other German or pro-German Mexican 
papers are Boletin de Guerra. [ntormaciones Inalambricos, Cronica Alemania. Deutsch 
etung von Mexico, and El Democrata and El Deiensa, and in Monterey the El 
eraldo Europeo. 

Manuel Ugarte. who is a Portuguese mulatto, is exceptionally anti-American. 
There is only about 50 German olficers in the Carranza army, the most prominent. is 
Gen. Maximiliano Klos. of the Artillery. Carranza’s nephew, Col. Salinas, chief of 
aviation and ammunition. is also strong anti-American: this man bought 6.000.000 
cartridges from Salvador in May, 1917; he is a graduate of St. John Manilaus of New 

‘ork and Troy Poletec. and only about 26 years old. There are now two members of 
this society in San Antonio: one is Dr. Boese, who was at one time connected with the 
State University and who is married to a Mexican woman in Monterey, and who the 
United States Government will not give a passport to; also he lives at ————; and 
a German named Buschard, who lives at —_-——. | Buschard is a brother of the 
“exican consul at. Monterey: is a great. friend of a Mexican named Ornelas, who lives — 
at . These people are closely hooked op with De La Pena. ex-governor of 
Coahuila, who lives at 317 Nacodoches Street. and his son-in-law, who is a German, 

‘ar Francke, lives at 325 Madison Street, and a lawyer named . who lives at 
413 West Elmira Street. and a Gen. Villareal, who lives at 306 North Flores: and a 
én. Alvarado, who lives at 3L7 Nacodoches. I am sending you herewith a photo of 
this bunch. Please return same when it has served your purpose. ——————— is an 

Merican and Pena’s mozo. who is on the extreme right and who lives at 306 Cass 

‘venne: his name is Torre. Pena has an oflice at room 71, Menger Hotel. The 
United States Government has also refused Buschard a passport. Buschard made 
Inquiries about explosives. Hercules Powder Co., and same was referred to Peden 

-€ 8. Co. here in October; there is also a Santos Loren, of San Luis Potosi, and a 

en. Borellas. 


May 24, 1920, 


The chairman directed that there be printed in the record at this 
Point a letter under date of May 18, 1920, signed Robert H. Murray, 
nclosing an affidavit. of same date made by said Robert H. Murray 
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before the vice-consul of tne United States at Mexico City. Said 


letter and affidavit follows, viz: 
May 18, 1920. 

My Dear Senator: Tt looks now as ìf it would be impossible for me to go north, or 
rather, get to Washington before vou finish up with vour committee work, So Iam 
sending the inclosed afidavit. which I ask vou to be good enough to incorporate in 
the proceedings of the committee. You will appreciate my reluctance ae the 
books closed without something going on record to offset Buckley's attack upon me. 

I took olf a carbon of a letter Which I have just finished, and send iton. There may 
be something in it to interest you. Kindly treat it and its contents as confidential to 
yourself, 

With kindest regards, believe me, 

Always, sincerely, yours, 
Rosert H. Mrrray. 
Hon, ALBERT B. FALL, 
Washington, D. C. 


P. S.—If vou communicate with me, please do so in care of the embassy here, vis 
the Department of State's weekly sealed pouch; not in the open mail. 
+o * * * * * # 


May 18, 1920, 


Before me this 18th day of May, in the year 1920, appeared the deponent, Robert 
H. Murray, who being duly sworn deposes and says: 

That he is an American citizen by birth, residing at present at la Jalapa, 8, in the 
city of Mexico, Mexico; that on or about December 6, in the vear 1919, one William 
Frank Buckley, appeared before the subcommittee on investigation of Mexican 
atfuirs of the United States Senate, and under oath uttered certain malicious and 
untruthful statements concerning the deponent, which statements are reported in 
part 6 of the proceedings of said subcommittee, on pages 773-774 and 829-830. stigma- 
tizing the deponent as an ‘‘unscrupulous American—and an interested propagandist 
of the Carranza government;” and also in connection with a statement relating to 
the Carranza government of Mexico, as being one of the “ provokers of intervention,” 
that at various times, notably on February 15, February 18, and February 21, in the 
year 1920, the deponent in writing entered a general and specific denial of all of the 
false and malicious statements of the said Buckley, demanded that the said Buckley 
be summoned immediately to appear before the said subcommittee and submit any 
and all evidence in support of his allegations against the deponent; that the sud 
Buckley be required to furnish the said subcommittee with the name or names o 
any persons, or person whom he might know to be in possession of any evidence m 
support of his false and malicious statements: that unless the said Buckley succeeded 
in proving his allegations that such portions of his testimony containing them be 
stricken out of and expunged from the record, and that the said Buckley be dis 
ciplined by the said subcommittee for supplying it under oath with false, libelous, 
malicions, and perjurous testimony; that for reasons well understood by the sud 
subeommittee, Which reasons are due to no fault or lack of diligence on the part ¢ 
the deponent, up to the llth day of April last, when the deponent through urgent 
necessity Was compelled temporarily to leave the United States and return to Mexic» 
it had not seemed possible for the subcommittee to accede to the deponent’s requests, 
that owing to what now seems to be the impossibility that the dep nent. will be able 
to return to the United States before the said subeommittee closes its sessions and 
appear personally before it, he takes this means of formally and under oath denying 
wholly and without reservation all of the false, malicious, libelous, and perjurous 
statements herein quoted which were uttered by the said Bueklev concerning hin 
and all other statements of similar character which may have been or may be uttered 
by the said Buckley, or by any other person; that the deponent takes this method of 
formally presenting his denial in order that it mav be entered on the records of the 
said subcommittee, and also of respectfully requesting as a measure of fairness and 
justice, that unless Buckley offers adequate proof of his false, malicious, libelous, and 
perjurous statements the deponent, said statements be ordered stricken out of and 
expunged from the record of the said subcommittee. 


Rosert H. MURRAY. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me on this the 18th day of May, 1920, at Mexico 
City, Mexico. ) 
ae ae C. C. SHANKS, 
Vice Consul of the United States of America at Merico City, Mexico. 
Service No. 3449. 


= ee 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 3305 


The committee regret that any controversy should have arisen 
before this committee touching a personal matter and have hereto- 
fore excluded such personalties. 

On February 27, 1920, the chairman of the committee, answering a 
communication from Mr. Murray, through a letter addressed to that 
gentleman at New York City, used the following language: 

I regret that Mr. Buckley should have made a statement against vou or affecting 
vonr character in any way or vour conduct in such a way that vou think it necessary 
tohave Mr. Buckley brought back before the committee to confront you. 

You may rest assured, however, that as soon as it is reasonably possible for me to 
eetaround to it, vou shall have every opportunity to take exactly such action as vou 
care to take. either by coming before the committee and testifving or having Mr. 
Buckley questioned by yourself or your attorney as to the foundation for the state- 
ments which he made. 


It did not suit the convenience of, nor was it possible for, Mr. 
Murray on one hand to meet the committee at Los Angeles, or other 
points along the border, nor to be present at any hearing of the full 
committee in the city of Washington after the date of Mr. Buckley's 
testimony. 

Neither did it suit the convenience of, nor was it possible for, 
the committee to hold a hearing aside from the hearings arranged 
in their regular itinerary at which Mr. Murray could be present. 

For the above reasons, and as it has been the intention of the 
committee to give every person an opportunity to testify or make a 
statement before it, we have decided to print Mr. Murray's letter and 
affidavit. i 

The committee are thoroughly impressed with the value of the 
general testimony of Mr. Buckley, and with the care and painstaking 
efort which he has displayed in accumulating the vast amount of 
valuable data upon events, facts, ete., as given by him in his testi- 
mony in part 6 of these hearings. 

The committee is aware, however, that differences have arisen 
between Americans with reference to acts of Americans in Mexico, 
and it has not been concerned with such differences in conducting its 

earings. 

We can readily understand that Mr. Buckley, testifying truthfully 
and at the same time judging individuals and their acts from his 
pont of view, may have inadvertently done injury to Mr. Murray 
m the testimony which he gave. Mr. Murray was, of course, entitled 

day in court, and while the committee do not care to give 
publicity to the expressions used by either in criticism of the other, 
it would have given Mr. Murray the opportunity asked to testify 
concerning the matter in controversy in open hearing, and as this 
as so far been impossible without expression from the committee, 
which is entirely unnecessary, further than above set forth, it has 
ae the action indicated in printing Mr. Murray’s letter and 

avit. 
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INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


PARTIAL REPORT OF COMMITTEE. 


The committee was appointed under Senate resolution 106, for 
the purpose of investigating and reporting upon certain facts, matters, 
and suggestions with reference to Merican affairs as affecting 
American citizens and American property rights; the relations be- 
tween the two countries, etc. 


[Senate resolution 106.] 


Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Relations, or anv subcommittee thereof, 
is authorized and directed to investigate the matter of damages and outrages suffered 
by citizens of the United States in the Republic of Mexico, including the number of 
citizens of the United States who have been killed or have suffered personal outrages 
in Mexico, and the amount of proper indemnities for such murders and outrages; the 
quantity of damages suffered on account of the destruction, confiscation, and larceny 
of personal property and the confiscation and deprivation of the use of lands and the 
destruction of improvements thereon; the number of citizens of the United States 
residing in Mexico at the time Porfirio Diaz retired from the Presidency of Mexico, 
and the number of citizens of the United States at present residing in Mexico, and the 
nature and amount of their present holdings and properties in said country; and in 
general anv and all acts of the Government of Mexico and its citizens in derogation of 
the rights of the United States or of its citizens; and for this purpose to sit at any time 
or place during the sessions of Congress or during recess and with authority to subpoena 
such witnesses and documents as may be necessary, and to make a report of its findings 
In the premises to the Senate; and the said committee shall further investigate and 
report to the Senate what if any, measurcs should be taken to prevent a recurrence of 
such outrages. i 


The subcommittee appointed under this resolution consists of Sena- 
tors Albert B. Fall, of New Mexico, chairman; Frank B. Brandegee, 
of Connecticut; and Marcus A. Smith, of Arizona. 

he committee organized in the city of Washington on the 8th day 
of August, 1919. 
mong its assistants and employees, appointed by the committee, 
Were the following: 
reno J. Kearful, ex-Assistant Attorney General of the United 
ates, 

Maj. Dan M. Jackson, clerk, resigned from the office of the Judge 

vocate General to serve with the committee. 

Mr. Henry O. Flipper, Spanish translator, historian, and thoroughly 
familiar with Mexican law, residence, El Paso, Tex., as translator 
and interpreter. 

T Capt. W. M. Hanson, investigator, captain of senior company 
exas Rangers, furloughed by Gov. Hobby, of Texas, in order to serve 
with the committee. 
ae T. Jones, investigator, special agent Department of Justice, 
aso district, given furlough in order to assist the committee. 
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Capt. George E. Hyde, investigator, assigned by the Chief of Mili- 
tary Intelligence, War Department, to assist the committee. 
Estelle Stewart, stenographer and clerk. 
Harry G. Clunn, stenographer and clerk. 
Later, Mary C. Early, clerk to committee, in place of Maj. Dan 
M. Jackson. 
In addition to the above regular employees, special confidential 
investigators were in the employ of the committee. 
The clerical force of the chairman also gave a great deal of time 
to the affairs of the committee. 
The committee held its first hearing in Washington on Monday, 
September 8, 1919. 
earings have been held in Washington, New York, El Paso, 
Laredo, Brownsville, and San Antonio, Tex.; Tucson and Nogales, 
Ariz.; and Los Angeles and San Diego, Calif. 
The committee in its investigations have had hearings at the 
laces aforesaid, and at its first meeting authorized its assistant, 
Judeo Francis J. Kearful, to examine witnesses and take evidence 
in behalf of the committee, and the same authority was conferred 
upon Investigators Capt. W. M. Hanson and Gus T. Jones. _ 
By resolution it was agreed that either member of the committee 
might act for the committee wherever he should be from time to 
time in conducting hearings, etc. 


TRAVEL. 


One member of the committee in the conduct of the investigations, 
accompanied by one or more other members and also by one or 
more of the investigators and assistants, has traveled in taking 
testimony, etc., more than 12,000 miles. 


STATE DEPARTMENT. 


Immediately after the appointment of the committee the Sarean 
of State of the United States was notified by the chairman of suc 
appointment and the general objects of the investigation and was 
requested to cooperate with the committee in such investigation. 

Fon time to time special requests were made of the Secretary of 
State for specific papers, data, and information, and it is with great 

leasure that the committee reports cheerful cooperation between 
the Department of State and the committee and expresses its appre 
ciation of the courtesy with which the requests of the committee 
have been treated, and gratitude for the very great assistance red- 
dered the committee by the department. 


MILITARY INTELLIGENCE. 


Following a request of the committee the Chief of Military Intel® 
gence, United States Army, designated Capt. George E. yde to 
assist the committee in its investigation, and Capt. Hyde accom- 
panied the committee to various border points, attending hearmg 
and rendering assistance in its investigation. : 
To the local intelligence officers along the border at San Antono, 
El Paso, Nogales, and other points the committee is especially 
indebted for their very efficient cooperation, advice, and assistance. 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 


In response to requests made by the committee upon the Treasury 
Department for permission to examine records in the office of different 
collectors, etc., such permission was immediately granted, and 
through same valuable diate and information was obtained. 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 


Not alone through the courtesy of the department through the 
Chief of the Bureau of Investigation and district representative, 
Charles E. Brenniman, in furnishing Gus T. Jones, but through many 
other evidences of cooperation, this department rendered most 
efficient service to the committee. 


IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT. 


Officers of the Immigration Department along the border cooper- 
ated with the committee and rendered it very material aid in its work. 

Francis J. Kearful severed his connection with the committee by 
presenting his resignation to the chairman on April 14, effective May 
6, 1920, to attend to personal business. 

Maj. Dan M. Jackson resigned as clerk on April 1, effective May 1, 
1920, to resume the practice of law. 

While the services of these gentlemen were of very great benefit 
to the committee, in the taking of testimony, it was deprived of their 
assistance in the compilation of this report. 


TESTIMONY. 


The committee has examined and taken the evidence of 257 
witnesses, of which number the evidence of 52 was taken in executive 
session; the record of which, together with the documentary proof, 
embraces approximately 5,000 pages of the report. 


REPORT. 


The CHAIRMAN COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS, 
United States Senate: 

Your committee heretofore appointed under Senate resolution 106, 
for the a of conducting certain investigations more specificaliy 
set forth in the resolution itself, beg leave at this time to make a report 
of their labors, investigations, and conclusions based thereupon. 

You are respectfully referred to the preliminary statement preceding 
this report, and made a portion of same, as to the organization an 
method of operation of hie committee. 

Under the resolution as drawn, the committee proceeded with its 
investigations, construing the duties imposed upon it to be embraced 
generally under the following specific heads: 


I. Number of American citizens who have been killed. 
II. Number of American citizens who have suffered personal out- 
rages. 
III. Amount of proper indemnity for such murders. 
IV. Amount of proper indemnity for outrages. 


V. Quantity of damages suffered on account of the destruction, con- 
fiscation, and larceny of personal property and the confiscation 
and deprivation of the use of lands and the destruction of im- 
provements thereon. 


VI. Number of American citizens residing in Mexico at the time 
Porfirio Diaz retired from the Presidency of Mexico. 


VII. Number of American citizens residing in Mexico at present. 


VIII. Nature and amount of present holdings and properties in Mexico 
of citizens of the United States. 


IX. Generally, any and all acts of the Government of Mexico and its 
citizens in derogation of the rights of the United States or of its 
citizens. . ; 

X. What, if any, measures should be taken to prevent a recurrence 
of such outrages, etc. 


Tn presenting a detailed report, however, the committee have 
thought best to transpose the subjects as set out in the foregoing list, 
and report first upon Nos. V` avd VJI, to wit: 


(A) Number of American citizens residing in Mexico at the time 
Porfirio Diaz retired from the presidency of Mexico. 
(B) Number of American citizens at present residing in Mexico. 
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At the outset of its investigation as to the number of Americans 
residing in Mexico at the period of the overthrow of the Diaz govern- 
ment, the committee was confronted with the difficulty of obtaining 
any reliable data whatsoever from Mexican sources because of the 
very well recognized fact that no correct census of the Mexican, 
Indian, or any other population has ever been taken by the Mexican 
Government. Of course, attempts to take a census have been made 
from time to time, but the results of such attempts have generally 
been recognized as of little or no value by those acquainted with 
Mexico and its population. From no Mexican data obtainable has 
it been possible even to estimate the number of Americans reported 
in Mexico. 

Consular offices have made more or less full reports from time to 
time upon various matters connected with American investments in 
Mexico, and incidentally from some particular locality there have 
i attempts to estimate the number of Americans in such consular 
istrict. 

The general opinion of Americans who had been in Mexico prior to 
1911 and who are best acquainted with the country, has been to the 
effect that there were, at the time of the overthrow of Diaz, 60,000 
Americans in the entire Republic. Of course this would not include 
those merely visiting Mexico or some State or city therein from time 
to time and remaining a few days or a few months, but this general 
estimate would be that of the actual resident American population 
in the Republic. 

The testimony in this case shows through the estimate of those 
who should be best informed (for instance, that of Mr. Henry Lane 
Wilson, United States ambassador to Mexico at the period men- 
tioned, pt. 15, p. 2249), that there were then 75,000 Americans, in- 
cluding transients, in the Republic of Mexico. 

Mr. Wilson, referring to such population and to the occupation of 
Americans in Mexico, estimates that there were then 2,000 Americans 
on the railways; probably 5,000 engaged in mining, and possibly 8,000 
an in educational work and residing m the country for reasons 
of health, diversion, or investment, etc. 

The investigation conducted by this committee would indicate 
that there were very many more farmers in the Republic of Mexico 
than estimated by Mr. Wilson; in fact, it is shown by such testimony, 
rom those entirely familiar with the particular subject, that in cer- 
tain agricultural colonies alone, in the States of Chihuahua and 
Sonora in the north, to wit: 

The Colonies of Dublan, 

Juarez, 
Pacheco, 
Garcia, 
Chuichupa, 
Diaz, 
Morelos, etc. 

There were more than four thousand (4,000) Americans engaged in 
agriculture at the time referred to. 
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In addition to the foregoing are the American colonies o'— 

res 

Camacho, 

Columbus, 

Chemal, 

Colonia, 

Medina, 

Manuel, 

Rio Verde, 

San Dieguito, 

Santa Lucrecia, 

San Pedro, 

Sinaloa-Sonora, 

Valles, 

Victoria, 
or a total number of families in all colonies at the date mentioned of 
approximately three thousand (3,000), averaging five (5) persons 
each. | 

The evidence would also show that aside from those mentioned 
as engaged in agriculture in the colonies or groups of families, Ameri- 
cans were settled in practically every State in the Republic, in larger 
or smaller numbers, engaged in sheep, cattle, and horse raising; 
and in agriculture, and agriculture in connection with stock raising: 
in plantations and ranches and small farms throughout the different 
valleys and agricultural districts, raising sugar, coffee, tropical 
fruits of all kinds, and, in the higher altitudes, in raising potatoes, 
wheat, and crops of like character. . 

The evidence shows that these Americans had taken into the 
Republic of Mexico, in practically every instance testified to, ım- 
proved breeds of stock, improved and up-to-date agricultural imple- 
ments of all kinds, and also that they were engaged not only m 
farming by their own labor and that of their own families, but that 
they were employing large numbers of Mexicans in such labor. 
From the evidence before us, the committee deem themselves justi- 
fied in venturing the assertion that for every American engaged m 
agriculture and stock raising in Mexico, there were on an average 
at least five Mexicans employed by such Americans. 

The committee from the evidence which they have obtained, such 
information being embraced in the testimony herewith reported, estl- 
mates that at the time of the overthrow of Diaz there were more than 
15,000 Americans residing permanently and cultivating lands on 
small holdings, as distinguished from plantations and grazing-stock 
ranches, producing crops and raising stock in Mexico. 


INDIVIDUAL AMERICANS IN OTHER OCCUPATIONS. 


The Americans in Mexico, in addition to the occupations men- 
tioned—that is to say, those Da in agriculture, mining, and rall- 
roading—were engaged in the development of the other resources of 
Mexico in every State in the Republic. 

They were engaged in the construction of irrigation enterprises 
upon a small scale and of a private character; some upon a much 
larger, and some upon an enormous scale, endeavoring to put m 
cultivation hundreds of thousands of acres of land which could not 
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be cultivated except by the construction of dams, canals, locks, or 
other irrigation works, including reservoirs for the storage of water, 
ote. 

Not only hundreds, but thousands, of Americans were employed in 
such work, both skilled and common labor, in construction and work- 
ing for wages; others in overseeing and teaching the ignorant Mexican 
laborers; others, of course, in keeping accounts, commissaries, etc. 
Other Americans were engaged in developing water power; developing 
electric lighting plants furnishing power to the mines, mills, al for 
other purposes throughout the Republic; and those engaged in this 
work were not only employing and teaching vast numbers of Mexican 
laborers but were also employing Americans both as workmen and 
as foremen in all such enterprises. 

Americans from 1906 to 1910 had carried the first sawmills into the 
northern portion of Mexico, packing same over the mountain trails 
upon mule back, and later constructing roads over which to transport 
heavier and better machinery: establishing up-to-date band mills, 
dry kilns, etc., with a daily capacity running into the hundreds of 
thousands of feet of lumber. 

In these enterprises, likewise, large numbers of Mexicans were em- 
ployed under the direction of a very large number of skilled American 
iene and working with them were Americans engaged in common 
abor. 

American oil drillers had drilled every well producing oil in Mexico; 
had set up every rig; had put together every piece of guess: had 
set up practically every hoist upon every mine, and erected the boilers 
for the making of steam. 

It is needless to attempt to describe here the various enterprises in 
which Americans were engaged, except to convey some proper idea of 
the total number of Americans residing in Mexico at the time of the 
Diaz overthrow. 

Again, to sum up; the committee think it safe to sav that the agere- 
pee of American population in Mexico in 1910-11 was fully that fixed 
by ex-Ambassador Wilson, that is to say, 75,000. 

_ The investigation by the committee and the testimony taken, 
Justify the committce in saying that there are not more than 12,000 
at the present time in all these enterprises. 

n answer to a request for specific information upon this subject, 
the State Department recently handed the committee a report from 

erican consuls, of date September 16, 1919, by which it appears 
that there were at that date 11,864 Americans in the different consu- 
ar districts in Mexico. 

Of this number 4,000 are reported in the Tampico district, while in 
1910 it is well known that there were not more than 1,200 Americans 


. 


In the same district. 
AMERICANS DID NOT REGISTER AT CONSULATES. 


Prior to 1910, or to the overthrow of Diaz, not one American in 
three, operating or residing in the Republic of Mexico, ever recorded 
himself at the American consulate or was known to the American 
consul unless he became acquainted with him socially or called upon 
the consul for the verification of a deed or an instrument executed in 

fexico concerning interests or property in the United States. 
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Americans going into Mexico across the border sought no passports 
and exhibited none, but traveled back and forth as freely as the 
boundary line did not exist, except as they came in contact with the 
customs officers on either side of the line. 

The consequence was that, however efficient the consul, in no 
single consulate in the Republic from the years, at least, 1884 to 1910 
was it possible for the consul to have knowledge of the number of 
Americans in his district unless that number was very few and he was 
brought in personal contact with them. 

When Americans were ordered out from time to time, from the 
year 1912 down to the present, at intervals of a few months, by their 
benevolent and protective Government at home, it has been sug- 
gested to them that they could go to the consul and leave a list of 
their property. 


INCREASE OF POPULATION, TAMPICO DISTRICT. 


It will be remembered that oil development in Mexico dates from 
about the year 1910, and, as hareinbefore stated, by paying taxes to 
the Carranza Government, however so often the amount of such 
taxes might be illegally raised, and by paying for protection to 
‘Pelacz’’ or some other patriotic collector in the outlying districts, 
American oil companies at and around Tampico have been enabled 
to furnish approximately one-third of the oil used by the Allies in 
winning the war, and by extraordinary cfforts in the face of most 
stupendous difficulties and at enormous additional expense are con- 
tinuing, to some extent, to mect the increased needs for gasoline 
and oils in the economic development of this country. 

Thus by their efforts they have heen able to sccure the services of 
a A N and have thus increased the American popula- 
tion of the Tampico consular district from 1,200 to 4,000. 

An American who knows Mexico, and has known it for 20 years or 
more, when asked how many Americans he thinks remain in Mexico. 
will almost invariably reply, “Not more than 8,000.” Such American 
has not considered the increase in the American population at 
Tampico, due to the causes just stated, and therefore when such 
increase in population is added to his figures his guess or estimate Js 
approximately correct. 


(A) NUMBER OF AMERICAN CITIZENS WHO HAVE BEEN KILLED IN 
MEXICO. 

(B) NUMBER WHO HAVE BEEN KILLED IN THE UNITED STATES 
THROUGH ATTACKS OF RAIDING PARTIES FROM MEXICO 0B 
THROUGH SHOTS FIRED ACROSS THE BORDER INTO THE UNITED 
STATES. 


Again the committee were compelled to attempt to overcome difi- 
culties, which can not readily be imagined by those not familiar with 
occurrences in Mexico during the last 10 years, in attempting to ob- 
tain entirely definite and reliable information upon which to report the 
number of Americans who have been killed in Moxico during the per! 
mentioned; that is to say, from 1910 to the date of this report. 

On September 9, 1919, after the appointment of your committee, 
and in answer to its request, the State Department furnished us with 
the number of “Claims filed for the alleged killing of Americal 
citizens, 73.” 
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The committee, after devoting several months to the taking of in- 
dividual testimony and to the comparison of same, together with 
the data furnished by the State Department and such ate reliable 
data, documentary and otherwise, as it has been able to procure, can 


finally report definitely that not fewer than 461 Americans (see pp. > 


A, B-I, this report) have been killed in Mexico owing to revolutionary” ` 


disturbances in that country or during the period of such revolu- 
tionary disturbances, which, it is unnecessary to say here, have been 
continuous since 1910-11 to the present time. 

You are respectfully referred to pages B-I of this report for an 
itemized list containing names and other data concerning said deaths 
and in confirmation of this report. 


(B) NUMBER OF AMERICAN CITIZENS KILLED ON AMERICAN SOIL 
THROUGH ATTACKS BY RAIDING MEXICANS 


Or by shots fired across the international boundary by Mexicans 
from Mexico, number, 126; as will be seen by the summary accom- 
panying this report on page A. l 

A large number of Americans who lost their lives within the State 
of Texas, as herein reported and more specifically set forth on pages 
A, J, K, were killed in the carrying out of what is known as the 
“plan of San Diego,” which will be hereafter referred to, and during 
the period which was declared by the Supreme Court of the State 
of Texas, in the Arce case, on April 17, 1918, to be a period of war 
between the Carranza recognized de facto government of Mexico, 
and the United States of America. l 

Through the decision rendered in this case it became necessary 
for officers in charge of prisoners convicted of murder in the lower 
courts, to turn such prisoners loose and allow them to find their 
way back, or to escort them in safety, to the international boundary 
and to seek sanctuary for their crimes in the Republic of Mexico. 

The large number of those killed in New Mexico, were killed during 
the Columbus raid in March, 1916, when followers of Pancho Villa 
ed, as the evidence in the trial of some of his associates shows, by 
that redoubtable chieftain in person, in the dead hours of night, 
attacked American citizens in iher homes in a town situated 3 miles 
from the international boundary and supposed to be guarded from 

anger by American troops encamped at the town. 

The greater number of those citizens reported as killed in the 
State ot Arzona were killed during supposed battles between the 
contending forces upon Mexican soil, by shots fired from the Mexican 
side, while ursuing their peaceful avocations in the streets of their 
own cities, in a State of the American Union. 

Of those so killed in the State of Arizona, the larger number were 

Hed and wounded in the streets of Naco, where a street of ordinary 
width marks the dividing line between Sonora and Arizona. 

erican troops were stationed in and around the American 
town, for what purpose is not shown in the evidence except by the 
sworn testimony of Capt. Wheeler, sheriff of Cochise County, Ariz., 
and others. (See pt. 12, p. 1873.) This evidence discloses the fact 
that Wheeler was informed by the officer in command of American 
troops that should there be an attempt by himself or his posse or 

y the use of State troops to interfere with either or both Mexican 
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factions for the purpose of saving lives of American citizens on 
American soil that, much to the regret of such officer, who delivered 
this ultimatum with tears running down his cheeks, he, the sheriff 
and his posse, or State troops to be sent at his request when attempt- 
ing such purpose, would be arrested by the: United States troops 
under command of the American officer in pursuance of his orders 
to that effect. 


NUMBER OF AMERICAN CITIZENS WHO HAVE SUFFERED PER- 
SONAL OUTRAGES IN MEXICO DURING THE PERIOD 1910 TO 
DATE. 


Again, the difficulties which confronted the committee in the 
attempt to secure data of a reliable character which it might be 
justified in presenting in answer to the last above direction were 
almost insurmountable. As some of these difficulties will be here- 
after more fully referred to only a few may now be necessarily men- 
tioned, to wit: 

First. Americans who have been humiliated and insulted and 
~ assaulted in a very large number of cases have continued to reside 
“in Mexico, or having removed therefrom, have been so overwhelmed 

by loss of their life’s savings that more or less slight personal injury 
has never been referred to, and after a short P of time has come 
to be considered an entirely unimportant matter. 

Second. As will hereafter be shown, the Mexican Government, 
through all its consuls and the embassy and by proclamation both 
in Mexico and the United States, warned all persons who might 
expect or desire to volunteer testimony before the committee, or 
whom the committee might desire to summon, that no such witness 
testifying before this committee would be allowed to return to the 
Republic of Mexico. 

ese instructions were of an official character (see pt. 12, p. 1837, 
of testimony) issued by the foreign office of Mexico and were o 
served by Mexican consuls located in all the cities of the United 
States, and particularly those along the border line between Mexico 
and this country. 

All Mexican citizens or former Mexicans, fugitives or otherwise, m 
this country were by Po rnr (see p. 1185 of testimony) coming 
from Mexico warned that should they give evidence before this 
committee they would be regarded as traitors to their own country. 

In the statement furnished us on September 9, 1919, by the De- 
partment of State, and heretofore referred to and printed as a part 
of this report (p. 90), it will be seen that “Claims filed for all injuries 
to the person number 97.” 

From the evidence taken by the committee, documentary and by 
way of sworn testimony of witnesses, the committee are enabled to 
report, as will be seen by the summary (p. A in this report), 198 
cases of personal injury. 


AMOUNT OF PROPER INDEMNITY FOR MURDERS. 


Of course it has been impossible for the committee to arrive at an 
amount which might be considored by a court, or by a claims com- 
x mission, as the proper or just amount of compensation for the death 
‘of any individual. l 


í 
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The report of the State Department (p. 90 herein) shows that as 
before stated, 73 claims for damages for killing American citizens, 
have been filed with that department in 48 of which the amount of 
damages is set forth and the total amount of damage in said 48 cases 
is $2,317,375. 

A simple calculation will show that the average amount of damage 
claimed in each case would approximate $50,000. 

Under a joint resolution o Cones: approved August 9, 1912, a 
committee of United States Army officers was appointed to ascertain 
and report among other things the amount of damages for the killing 
of Americans on American soil by firing across the international line 
at Douglas, Ariz., and El Paso, Tex., in April and May, 1911. 

Among those claiming damages were many who were not American 
ee on many of the claims were for personal injuries not result- 
ing in death. 

Of the three American citizens killed, claims of whose heirs were 
proved up, were those of Celia Griffiths, for death of husband; A. R. 
‘ naer, for death of son; and Joseph W. Harrington, for death of 

rother. 

In the Griffiths case the commission assessed the damages at 
$15,000. One of the commissioners, however, recommended the 
amount of $32,000. 

In the Chandler case the commission recommended $12,000, one of 
the members recommending $22,000. 

In the Harrington case the commission recommended $15,000, one 
of the members recommending $25,000. 

It may be interesting to note here that concerning the cases just 
referred to the Government of the United States declined to make 
diplomatic representations or other demands for the payment of 
damages, but did notify the claimants that their claims might be filed 
with the State Department or ambassador in Mexico City, who would 
transmit them to the foreign office in Mexico City to be dealt with. 
as the Mexicans saw fit, at least for the time being. 

Claimants were later notified that Mexico had appointed a consul, 
a Mr. Llorente, and a counsel, Mr. Richardson, to consider these 
claims at El Paso, Tex., and Douglas, Ariz., and that such claimants 
might present their claims, if they so desired, at such points. 

at claimants did submit their claims to the parties mentioned, 
although doing so under strong protest filed with our State Depart- 
ment. 

The result was, in the Griffiths case, for example, that the consul, 

lorente, announced that Mexico would recommend damage in the 
amount of $2,000 and no more: that his reason for figuring this sum 
was the precedent established by the United States ın the case of a 
Mexican killed while fleeing from an officer who had him under arrest 
on American soil, with proper warrant charging him with a felony 
and who, in the endeavor to recapture his escaped prisoner, was com-” 
pelled to kill him. Claimants were politely informed that no more 
would be paid for an innocent American going about his business in 
the streets of his own city on American soil than had been received by 
Mexico for the death of a Mexican criminal fleeing from an officer who 

ad arrested him. 


A 


e 
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It may also be interesting to note that neither Mr. Llorente nor the 
Mexican Government ever offered to pay the sum of $2,000 for the 
death of Griffiths. . 

Very recently the Congress of the United States has appropriated 
the sum of $71,000 for the payment of injury and death claims as 
assessed by this commission and the amounts so appropriated have 
been distributed to the proper parties. 

Thus by the action of this commission in two cases $15,000 was 
assessed in each for death, and $12,000 in the third, or an average of 
$14,000. However, sums of $22,000, $25,000, and $32,000 were 
recommended by some members of the commission, or an average 
of $26,500 in each case. 

To your committee it would appear that the maximum amount 
payable under any circumstances should be accorded the heirs and 
representatives of those Americans residing or being in Mexico con- 
ducting themselves as peaceful, law-abiding citizens, who without 
provocation or cause were murdered. 

Thus the committee feel justified in stating that the aggregate 
amount of damage for the death of Americans, both those in Mexico 
and those who lost their lives on American soil under the circumstances 
described, should be in each case not less than $25,000, or a total of 
$14,675,000. 


DAMAGES FOR PERSONAL INJURIES. 


It will be discovered by reference to page 90, containing the dats 
furnished by the State Department, that 97 claims in which damages 
have been fixed are on file with that department and that the total 
of such damages claimed is $1,476,629, or an average of approximately 
$17,000 in each case. 

None of these personal injury cases have been paid except by the 
United States Government through the appropriation of $71,000 
above referred to and with the further exception of one claim which 
was sued upon and paid in the amount of $4,000 by the Mexican 
consul, the attorney for the claimant in this case being at that time 
an assistant United States district attorney. 


In so far as the committee is informed no death claim has been paid 
nor presented by this Government with demand for payment except the 
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NOT PURPOSE OF COMMITTEE TO DETAIL INDIVIDUAL HORRORS. 


It is not the purpose of this committee to recite individual cases 
of outrage nor through any other method to attempt to arouse the 
passion of the American people, but we suggest that im the quiet an 
peace of their own domicile members of the committee and others 
should take part 7, page 956, and read the story of Mrs. Susan Moore 
and her experience at Columbus, N. Mex. 

Here this fine American woman, her house raided at night by the 
Villa bandits was held by two of them and surrounded by a mob 0 
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jeering, yelling villains while she saw her husband shot to death in 
her presence and within 3 feet of her person, her rings torn from her 
fingers and herself wounded. 


Read the testimony of Miss Anita Whatley (part 8, p. 1083), a 
delicate little American girl helping to support her invalid father 
and family, dragged from her bed in the city of Parral in the dead 
hours of night and threatened with death unless she disclosed the 
hiding place of money; carried to the street and surrounded by brutes, 
one of whom sawed at her toes in the endeavor to compel her to dis- 
close where the money was. Identifying the leader of the band, she 
says he was turned loose without any punishment. She remained 
in Mexico only to witness the loss of everything which represented 
the savings of her family, some of whom she is now attempting to 
support through a position which she holds with the department of 
education of the State of Texas. 


Read the testimony of Mrs. Sturgis, to be found in part 7, page 
919 of the record, and imagine how you would feel were this one of 
the women of your family who endured the dreadful experiences 
related in this simple tale. — 


Read the experience of Mrs. James Carney, part 10, page 1506, 
and peun to yourself a little woman accustomed to all the luxury 
which wealth might give her and later to the comforts of the salary 
earned by her husband as superintendent of large constructions at 
Durango; she now earning a living for herself delivering messages for 
the Western Union Telegraph Co. on the streets of El Paso, Tex., 
while her husband is among those who have disappeared from off the 
face of the earth and nothing known of the circumstances except 
that he left Durango, with other Americans, in attempting to make 
his escape from the bandits by endeavoring to reach the coast, 150 
kilometers distant. 


Now, remember that for years American Army and American 
officers have been placed along the border under strict orders to 
prevent any American going across the line into Mexico with arms 
of any character, and picture to yourself the following occurrences: 

A brilliantly lighted banquet hall in a great hotel in the city of 
El Paso, Tex.; an assembly of gentlemen met to do honor to a great 
Mexican hero, Gen. Alvaro Obregon; compliments exchanged and 
assurances of renewed esteem and affection given; among the guests 
several mining men, including Charles R. Watson, superintendent of 
the Cusi Mining Co., who is desirous of returning to Chihuahua to 
reopen his mines. 

ren. Obregon urged Americans to go back and ‘‘gave the Americans 
very Warm invitations to return to Mexico and open their industries 
there, stating that it was necessary for the peace of the country that 
workmen be given work” and he ‘‘reiterated a number of times the 
a ewer that Americans go and open up mines, smelters, and other 
interests.’’ 

Then follow Watson and his 16 companions as they seek assurances 
of protection from their own Government and secure ‘‘salvo con- 


t 
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ductos,” or safe conducts, from the Mexican authorities. They pro- 
ceed to Chihuahua where, upon the insistence of some of the mnie 
of the expedition, an armed guard is requested of the commanding 
general, who informs them that 1,000 soldiers have been sent out 
ahead and that there is no possibility of danger. 

Of course, they are not armed, because their country would not 
allow them, even if the Mexicans permitted it, to carry arms into 
Mexico. | 

Their train is stopped within a few miles of Chihuahua and these 
men are slaughtered like cattle and their naked bodies placed upon 
or strewn along the railroad right of way for American friends to seek 
out and identify a few days later. 


Then to see what one American citizen not compelled to trust to 
the protection of his country nor to that of Mexicans, but relying 
upon himself can do, read the story of the fight at Brite’s ranch on 
Christmas Eve, 1917. 

See an old Texas ranger and a grandfather with his wife and 
daughters preparing a Christmas tree for his grandchildren; see the 
old frontiersman next morning attacked by Mexican bandits, first 
outside the house, with his Winchester killing two officers, and then 
with the assistance of his son, armed only with a shotgun loaded 
with bird shot, account for five more Mexicans and compel them to 
sue for terms of peace that they might escape his deadly fire and 
return without further fatalities to the Mexican side of the river. 


QUANTITY OF DAMAGES SUFFERED ON ACCOUNT OF THE 
DESTRUCTION, CONFISCATION, AND LARCENY OF PERSONAL 
PROPERTY AND THE CONFISCATION AND DEPRIVATION OF 
THE USE OF LANDS AND THE DESTRUCTION OF IMPROVEMENTS 
THEREON. 


Before endeavoring to answer the above question it will be well 
enough to review as briefly as possible, the activities of Americans 
in the Republic of Mexico prior to the year 1910, from such official 
and other data as the committee have been able to secure upon the 
subject. 

The great period of development in Mexico began with the years 
1880-1882, and the period of American investment might be said to 
date subsequent to the year 1885. 

In 1902 Consul General Andrew D. Barlow made a report to the 
State Department, in which among other things he tee 


Five hundred million dollars gold is, in round figures, the amount of American 
capital invested in Mexico by 1,117 American companies, firms and individual. 

This amount has practically all been invested in the t quarter of a century, and 
about one-half of it has been invested within the past five years. 

The impetus given to Mexico’s industries by this enormous augmentation of the 
Nation’s working ae accounts in no small degree for the great industrial progres 
which it has made during the past 25 years. With Mexico buying 56 per cent of all 
her imports from the United States and selling 80 per cent of all her exports to | e 
United States, and with this enormous investment of American capital in Mexio, 
the commercial bond between the sister Republics is one that can hardly be broken. 
It is one, too, that 1s constantly growing in strength. The flow of American capita 
into this Republic has apparently only begun. Each year, Mexico buys more from, 
and sells more to. the United States. The community of interest is growing daily, 
and certainly makes for harmony between the two nations. 


1 


i 
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Gen. Barlow states that he was assisted in making his report by 
38 consular officers of the United States in Mexico outside of the 
city; by 5 consular officers of Great Britain, and 5 consular officers of 
Germany in places where the United States had no consular repre- 
sentatives, and by a score of well informed individuals throughout 
the Republic. | 

Among other things it appears from this report that about 70 
per cent of the total American investment of Mexico is in railroads. 

He states that all of the important railroads in Mexico with the 
exception of the Interoceanic, running between Mexico City and 
Vera Cruz; the Mexican Railway, also running between the City of 
Mexico and Vera Cruz which is controlled by English capital; and 
the National Tehuantepec Railway, then under reconstruction by 
S. Pearson & Son, were owned by American capital. 

He calls attention to the fact that $158,999,979.45 represents the 
amount which had actually been paid out up to date of his report, 
for the construction and equipment of the Mexican Central Railroad 
alone, and this by American capital. 

He reports that in haciendas, ranches, and farms American capital 
was then invested to the extent of $28,000,000. 

That $80,000,000 of American money was invested in mines. 

_ That the fourth heaviest investment of American capital was then 
in manufactories and foundries. 

_ Next in importance was the investment in banks, trust companies, 
investment companies, and money exchanges. 

Next in order came assay offices, chemical laboratories, ore buyers, 
ore testers, smelters, and refiners. 

He calls attention to the fact that all of Mexico’s large smelters are 
Operated by American capital. 

He states that Americans have “of late” been building many 
dectric light and power plants, gas plants, waterworks plants, 
telephone systems, and similar plants. 

Gen. Barlow goes fully into the investments in the different States 
of the Republic, and his report is a very interesting one. It may be 
found commencing on page 433, Commercial Relations of the United 
States, volume 1, 1902. 

At about the date of the outbreak of the Madero revolution a state- 
ment of the wealth of Mexico and the ownership of property therein 
was ree by Marion Letcher, American consul at Chihuahua. 
and filed with our State Department. This statement was known 
to Mr. Letcher and is well known to others not to be correct, but will 
give some idea of the situation, and it is mainly correct as to per- 
centages: 

136920—20—PT 28-——2 
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Valuations. 

Class American English | French, | Mexican. | Allother 
ey, wae z 5 O eee E ee eres 
Railway stocks..........---.2.eeeee- $235, 464,000 | $81, 237,800 |............. ‘$125, 440, 000 15,00 
Railway bonds..........0000000000.0 408, 926,000 | 87,680,000 | $17,000,000 | 12,275,000 38, 535,3% 
Bank stocks. ......cecccceceeeeeenees 7,850,000 | 5,000,u00 | 31,000,000 | 31,950,000 | 3, 250,10 
Bank deposits...........- PEE 22,700,000: | ine aca waaay a0 eeswerdoda aces 161,963,042 | 18, 560, 00 
Mihe 65 occu tee vis ease ekai eian 223,000,000 | 43,600, 000 5,000,000 | 7,500,000; 7,830, u0 
SINCIOIS ois EEE E Geese ercasse 26,500, 000 ciate ey eat stelle on hantaihs | 7,200,000 | 3,000, WW) 
National honds.............ceceeeeee 52,000,000 | 67,000,000 | 60,000,000; 21,000,000 oo... 
Pin DErlANUS.csseessk wke'sxwenswnee ees 8,100,000 | 10,300,000 |............. 5, 600, 000 790, (00 
Ranches 4ccenscsecke en n en 3, 150, 000 2,700,000 |... . cee eee ee 14,000,000 ............ 
FAS. ccciavscerasoteeeeveehoueeexss 960, 000 760,000 [occ cceeec cece 47,000,000 1,250,000 
Live stock.......0..ceceeeeececeeeeee 9; 000,000 siini ainai |coueeadavetes 47,450,000 3, 00,00 
Houses and personal.............2... 4, 500, 000 | 680,000 |............. 127, 020, 000 | 2, 744), 100) 
Cotton MUMS: sey cs ece eh es eee oriee seerne kosina 450,000 | 19,000, 000 6,000,000; 4,750, 00 
Soap factories.......0sccscscessseoces 1,200,000 aces wis saw sais lewtoie's cccceas 2,780,000 3,60), 
Tabacco factories occ ewe sa egies [ss Wh wham cca d5e i lenses sse sise 3, 238,000 | 4,712,000 | 895, (0) 
Breweries. cess nesen nied oeeusesc aes 600, 000 5% wees slenatars 178,000 | 2,822,000 ‘1, 25),(m 
FaClOri@S occ omcsacvdsbecesteucis tees 9,600,000 2, 780,000 |............. 3,270,200} 3,000, 
Sou utilitas cgactccsCeveedseesen 760, 000 | 8, 000, 000 |............. 5, 155, 000 775,00) 

tores: 

Wholesale... .... 00000000000000 2, 700, 000 ` 110,000 | 7,000,000 | 2,800,000 14, 270,0m 
RCtAllicu.c OO 1, 780, 000 | 30, 000 680,000 | 71,235,000 2,175,000 
Oil business. .... 2... cee ee wee ewe sees 15,000,000 . 10,000,000 .............. 650,000 Le eeeecee ees 
Rubber industry............cceeeees 15,000,000 ........-.... EONA 4,500,000 2,500, 00 
Protesslonal scdsseceicdsles aveesasees 3, 600, 000 850, 000 |............. 1,560,000 1,10, 
TOSUrAriCe oo. <sence dee eecises eeeas oe 4 O00 3000 5 econ aes eraelleg soes aseieest 2,000,000 ' 3,3,0 
THOGUCTS ..6:5c5de see eeds oe dee vee eaten ) 20; OOO n enan ee eaaa aa 1,575,000, 0, 
Hotelsc. oho cine ves adewecsweeetacaes 260,000 |!.. 2. eee euee Leia eee tenes 1, 730, 000 719, 0M) 
Institutions. ........000005000s000000 1, 200, 000 | 125, 000 850,000 | 74, 000, 000 300), UO) 
Total. cisiseaseswasssneeses E | 1,057, 770,000 321,302, 800 | 143, 446, 000 | 792,187,242 | 118, 535, 38 


i 


Notr.—From the testimony taken and other evidence in the possession of the committee, the ccmmittee 
reports that the total amount of American investments in Mexico in 1911 were more nearly $1,500,(U0, 00! 
than the total set forth in the column above, $1,057,770,000. 


TOTAL WEALTH AND APPROXIMATE PROPORTIONS, AMERICAN, 
BRITISH, MEXICAN. 


The total wealth of Mexico as it appears in this table was 
$2,434,241 ,422, of which Americans owned $1,057,770,000; English, 
$321,302,800; and the Mexicans, $793,187,242. The figures given in 
the table as to British ownership should, from the best information 
in my possession, be increased from $321,000,000 to at least 
$800,000,000. The figures for American investment in mines should 
be increased very largely. 

Mexican, largely in lands, town lots, etc.—Of the Mexican owner- 
ship over one-half was in lands, town lots, bank deposits, and bank 
stocks. 

American investments are in taz-paying, labor-employing operi- 
tions.—American investments in individual agriculture holaings are 
hereinafter set forth. The balance of the American investments 
was in railroads, mines, factories, oil, rubber, and property of this 
class, 1. e., ee and labor-employing, tax-paying business— 
with the exception of about $50,000,000 in national bonds. 

The Americans owned 78 per cent of the mines, 72 per cent of the 
smelters, 58 per cent of the oil, 68 per cent of the rubber business. 

Railroads—American and English ca pitul—Kighty-eight per cent ort 
railroads.—The total railroad mileage was about 16,000 miles, m 
which American and English capital was invested (to extent about 
88 per cent) and which their capitalists had constructed to that 
extent. | 

The Letcher table shows only an investment of about $3,150,000 1n 
ranches and about $12,000,000 in timberlands, farms, houses and lots, 
and personal property. 


a 
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This statement is entirely incorrect as specific testimony before 
this committee shows that more than 3,000 American families of an 
average of five persons each owned their own homes either in colo- 
nies or in separate locations, all of whom were engaged in agriculture 
and that the actual average loss to such families has been approxi- 
mately $10,000 each, or a total in this one item of $30,000,060, not 
taking into consideration the value of the land nor of the houses and 
other improvements which could not or have not been destroyed. 

In this connection we are not considering the very large amounts 
invested in cattle ranches devoted purely to stock raising, nor in 
estimating this loss have we included the loss upon rubber, coffee, 
sugar, and other like large plantations. 


ADDITIONAL LOSSES IN RAILROADS, ETC. 


The testimony will show that in addition to the $30,000,000 lost by 
these smaller agriculturists who have been driven out of Mexico and 4 
a comparatively few of whom have been able to return, the loss to 
the national railroads of Mexico have been, at a conservative esti- 
mate, $80,000,000 through destruction not only of rolling stock but 
through the destruction of the actual corpus of the property itself by 
the burning of the bridges, destruction of railroad stations, sidings, 
ete., the tearing up of steel and burning it, so that when straightened 
for temporary use it is unsafe for traffic. 

The tota) mileage of the railroads in Mexico in 1910-11 was approxi- 
mately 24,600 kilometers, of which a littie less than 14,000 kilometers, 
ls included in the national roads, as to the loss upon which direct tes- 
mony was given, showing as just stated, damage to the amount 
of $80,000,000. Other testimony shows that the remaining 10,000 
kilometers not known as the national roads have suffered at least 
an equal amount of damage per kilometer; that is to say, approxi- 
mately $60,000,000 to such roads, or a total of railroad loss alone 
m the amount of $140,000,000; that is to say, that it would require 
at least $140,000,000 now to place the twenty-four thousand plus 
kilometers of railways in Mexico in the condition in which they were 
found in 1910-11, 


DAMAGES TO OIL AND MINING COMPANIES ONLY ESTIMATED. 


In so far as the testimony adduced before the committee is con- 
cerned, we have little or none and have sought none concerning the 
actual loss to oil companies through confiscation of their properties ; 

ough damage to their business; through destruction of their wells 
and consequent loss of oil, nor upon any other account whatsoever; 
except that the testimony shows the cash loss to pay rolls and by 
virtue of robberies of actual cash to these companies within the last 
ew years, has amounted te More than $233,833. 

he mining companies, in so far as the committee knows, have 
Made no claims for damages through the State Department and few 
of their representatives have come before the committee except as 
Upon page 1429, part 9, testified to. — 

hrough other evidence the committee has knowledge not only of 
the closing down of producing mines due to revolutionary acts and 
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nability to get supplies, etc., but of the further fact that smelte 
reduction works, improvements upon and around mines, minii 
machinery of all classes, etc., have been destroyed all over tł 
Republic. 

The closing down of an operating mine means not only loss of ti 
and interest upon the investment, but aside from any actual dest 
tion by Pada lath means the filling of shafts with water, the cavid 
in of underground works, decay of mine timbers, ete. | 

The committee are privately informed by one of the officials o 
great American company engaged in mining and other developm 
of like character in Mexico, that its losses have amounted to appro 
mately $25,000,000 during the last 10 years. 

Another mining company in which more than 8,000 Americans 
interested, has, we are informed, paid out approximately $1,500, 
in blackmail or bribes to prevent destruction of millions of doll 
worth of property invested in improvements, ete., in connection wi 
its work. i 

DAMAGES OTHER PROPERTY. l 

Power lines have been cut; power plants destroyed; irrigatiot 
works dynamited; canals cut; factories burned; railroad and minig 
contractors and subcontractors’ supplices, tools, stock, and equip 
ment, etc., destroyed; banks, trust companies, investment conh 

anies, money exchanges, etc., looted of cash and put out of business; 
boke commission men, general agents, dentists, wholesale an 
retail merchants have lost their investments and as well their book 
of trade, implements of their profession, their stocks of merchandise 
etc. 

Those who have attempted to continue business by going back ta 
their locations when temporary peace appeared to justify thel 
return, have been held up and compelled to pay blackmail to every 
new bandit and tribute to every old one in their community. 

The committee, however, have been particularly interested in and 
have largely confined their investigation to the losses of the indt 
vidual American, which losses, in proportion to those of the large 
corporations or large capitalists, have been as 100 to 1. 

The larger corporations, as shown by the evidence in the case, 
have been able, through the employment of Mexican officials, t 
secure even the use of an army for the protection of their properties, 
while the individuals or colonists located in an outlying district 
have been compelled to lose a life’s savings and to witness the murder 
or outrage of their friends or their families. 

Oil companies have been obliged to pay to Candido Aguilar, son- 
in-law of Carranza, first, ransom or blackmail or exactions for the 
protection of their properties, and when he was driven off have, 
through payments to Pelaez amounting to $30,000 per month, been 
able to secure his protection against other bands as well as against 
Carranza. 

American railroad conductors; firemen; locomotive par 
brakemen and other railroad employees, in one instance alone to 
the number of 500, have been run out of Mexico never to return, 
with the total loss of all they might have invested in their homes m 
Guadalajara or elsewhere. 


—_— we oe 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 8325 


CORPORATIONS PAYING FOR PROTECTION TO PROPERTY NOT ALWAYS 
ABLE TO SECURE SAME FOR THEIR EMPLOYEES. 


Individuals in the employ of corporations have been robbed, mis- 
treated, and murdered because protection extended to the corpora- 
tion property proper was by the bandits not always extended to the 
individual in the employ of the corporation; and this notwithstanding 
the established fact that our corporations have done everything in 
their power to protect their employees, and to ransom them when 
seized by bandits. 


MEXICAN PROPAGANDA. 


Carranza propagandists in this country have filled the papers with 
attacks upon ‘‘predatory interests” who were seeking intervention in 
Mexico for selfish purposes. 

Churches have resounded with denunciation from the pulpits of 
the same ‘‘predatory interests” who— 

Desired to have not only the treasure of the United States poured out, but the blood 


of its sons spilled for the protection and accretion of their ill-gotten “dirty dollars”’ 
in the Republic of Mexico. 


THIS COMMITTEE PRESENTS CASE OF INDIVIDUAL AMERICAN. 

Where has the voice been lifted in behalf of the common, every day, 
homemaking, honest, industrious American with his family, tench 
ing the Mexican modern methods of agriculture and handicraft, who 
has, while tied to a tree, scen his daughter raped and his wife dis- 
emboweled in his presence ? l 
_ The country and the Congress of the United States having heard 
from those American interests who have been able to secure a hear- 
ing through the press and having neard from those good friends of 
Carranza who have been conscientiously or unconscientiously, sin- 
cerely or hypocritically, directing his a eet and assisting in 
the expenditure of his funds set aside for propaganda purposes, 
this committee determined to present, as it is endeavoring to present, 
the case of the individual American who has received no protection 
from his Government and only through this medium can make his 
loss and his sufferings known to the public. 

The summary of losses under this heading may be found by refer- 
ence to page 89 of this report. The total thereof, as found in the 
evidence, is $50,481,133. (See p. S9, summary total losses.) 


NATURE AND AMOUNT OF PRESENT HOLDINGS AND PROPERTIES 
IN MEXICO OF CITIZENS OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The nature and amount of the present holdings of American 
citizens in Mexico can only be ascertained by reference to the facts 
hereinbefore submitted and by deducting the losses herein set forth, 
except in that, under the Mexican mining law, taxes upon mining 
property are payable every three months and same must be paid 
M the owner or his attorney in fact, in person, either in the City of 
aa in the headquarters of the district in which his mine is 
uated. 
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Failing payment of such taxes within three months after same 
are due, title to the property is forfeited and anyone else whow- 
ever can relocate same and take it over,together with any improve 
ments of whatever kind or character attached to any portion of the 
a ead including, of course, all development work, etc. 

he law as to real estate in the different States provides also for 
the forfeiture of property for nonpayment of taxes. 

The person who, or corporation which, has been able to secure an 
attorney, could change him whenever the Government changed, or 
secure a new attorney with every change of Government and thus 
have re-presentation before the tax office, and being financially able 
to make the payments have been able to prevent legal forfeiture. 

The individual prospector and small mine owner, living himself 
probaniy upon his mine in an inaccessible district in Mexico, if he 
ived to reach the coast or border, has been compelled to leave 
Mexico and lose his life's savings and work invested in his property, 
not having the money with which to employ an attorney on the 
ground; and not ablo to pay over and over, again and again, the 
amount of taxes claimed to be due as the tax collector came im or 
faded out of office every few days, has lost forever the title to his 
property. 

Of course, it may be possible that if the American lives long enough 
to see some responsible government established in Mexico and to see 
an administration here in power which will endeavor to assist in 
enforcing his legal claims, some of these forfeitures may be set aside. 

Of course, if the real estate owner enjoys the same good fortune, 
he may, before the weight of years has bowed his head too low—or 
possibly some heir to his misfortunes may—regain right to the a 
session of what was once an orange grove or a beautiful wheat field— 
not recognizable now because the orange trees have been chopped 
and burned, and its location, as well as that of the wheat field, grown 
up in cactus, cat claw, and mesquite. 


— = Sarg se ee 


GENERALLY ANY AND ALL ACTS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF 
MEXICO AND ITS CITIZENS IN DEROGATION OF THE RIGHTS 
OF THE UNITED STATES OR OF ITS CITIZENS. 


In considering the above question it is necessary to separate the 
propositions and discuss the same under different heads: 


First. The acts of the citizens of Mexico in “derogation” of the 
nghts of citizens of the United States. 

Second. The acts of the Mexican Government in “derogation” of 
the rights of American citizens. 


Third. The acts of the Mexican Government in “derogation” of 
the rights of the Government of the United States. 


Fourth. Where the fault lies, i. e., whether with the Mexican people 
or the Mexican Government, or with the American people or their 
Government, or with both the Mexican people and their Government 
and the American people and their Government, or either. 


THE PEOPLE OF MEXICO AND THEIR GOVERNMENT. 


We must first have a background before the detail of the picture 
can be made to stand out clearly. 

Mexico is an Indian empire and not properly a Latin American 
country—although the Spanish, in one form or another, is the com- 
mon language. 

Wo are attaching hereto a copy of the “Orozco y Berra Tribal 
(Indian) map of Mexico.” l 

At first view this map would appear as though it were simply a 
map of the present political subdivisions of the so-called Mexican 
Republic. oser inspection will show that it is intended to repre- 
sent the territory of separate and distinct Indian families, with the 
name of each in Spanish, given in the proper geographical location. 

Now, imagine a greater or lesser percentage of foreign blood, prin- 
cipally Spanish, mixed with this original 57 varieties of Indian blood, 
the Spanish blood not being renewed or restrengthened, but growing 
weaker from generation to generation, and one may dimly perceive 
the outlines of the racial problems of Mexico. 

e urge you to read the following from “Mexico in 1827” by H. 
G. Ward, chargé d’affaires Great Britain in Mexico, 1825-1827; two 
volumes, London, 1828 (pp. 28 et seq.). 

Before the revolution this population was divided into seven distinct castes. 

l. The old Spaniards, designated as Gachupines, in the history of the civil wars. 

2. The Creoles, or whites of pure European race, born in America, and regarded 
by the old S yaniards as natives. 

3. The Indians, or indigenous copper-colored race. 


4. The Mestizos, or mixed breed of whites and Indians, gradually merging into 
reoles, as the cross with the Indian race became more remote. 
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5. The mulattoes, or descendants of whites and Negroes. 

6. The Zambos, or Chinos, descendants of Negroes and Indians. 

7. The African Negroes, either manumitted or slaves. 

Of these castes, the three first and the last were pure, and gave rise, in their various 
combinations, to the others; which again were subdivided, ad infinitum, by names 
expressing the relation borne by each generation of its descendants to the white 
aa oR quinteroons, etc.), to which, as the ruling color, any approximation was 

esirable. 

The principal seat of the white population of Mexico ie the table land, toward the 
center of which the Indian race is likewise concentrated (in the intendancies of La 
Puebla, Mexico, Guanajuato, Oaxaca, and Valladolid) while the northern frontier 
is inhabited almost entirely by whites, and descendants of whites, before whom itis 
supposed that the Indian population must have retired, at the time of the conquest. 
In Durango, N. Mex., an the provincias internas, the pure Indian breed is almot 
unknown; in Sonora it is again found, because the conquerors there overtook the lat 
tribes of the original inhabitants, who had not yet placed the River Gila (lat. 33 5.) 
between themselves and the Spanisharms. The coastsare inhabited, both to the east 
and west, by mulattoes and Zambos, or at least, by a race in which a mixture of African 
blood prevails. It was in these unhealthy regions that the slaves formerly imported 
into Mexico were principally employed, the natives of the table land being unable 
to resist the extreme heat of the climate. 

They have multiplied there in an extraordinary manner, by intermarriage with the 
Indian race, and now form a mixed breed, admirably adapted to the tierra caliente, 
but ao possessing, in appearance, the characteristics either of the New World, or oi 
the 

The Mestizos (descendants of natives and Indians) are found in every part of the 
country; indeed, from the very small number of Spanish women who at first visited 
the New World, the great mass of the population has some mixture of Indian blood. 
Few of the middle classes (the lawyers, the Curas, or parochial clergy, the artisan. 
the smaller landed proprietors, and the soldiers) could prove themselves exempt 
from it; and now that a connection with the aborigines has ceased to be disadvantageous 
few attempt to deny it. In my sketch of the revolution, I always include this clas 
under the denomination of Creoles; as sharing with the whites of pure Spanish descent 
the disadvantages of that privation of political righis, to which all natives were con- 
demned, and feeling, in common with them, that enmity to the Gachupines (or old 
Spaniards) which the preference constantly accorded to them could not fail to excite. 

Next to the pure Indians, whose number in 1803, was supposed to exceed two mil- 
lions and a half, the Mestizos are the moet numerous caste; it is, however, impossible 
to ascertain the exact proportion which they bear to the whole population, mapy of 
them being, as I have already stated, included amongst the pure whites, who were 
estimated, before the revolution, at 1,200,000, including from seventy to eighty 
thousand Europeans established in different parts of the country. 

Of the mulattos, Zambos, and other mixed breeds, nothing certain is known. 

It will be scen by this sketch that the population of New Spain is composed of very 
heterogeneous elements; indeed, the numberless shades of difference which exist 
amongst its inhabitants are not yet by any means correctly ascertained. 

The Indians, for instance, who appear at first sight to form one great mass, com- 
prising nearly two-fifths of the whole population, are divided and subdivided amongst 
themselves, in the most extraordinary manner. 

They consist of various tribes, resembling each other in color and in some general 
characteristics, which seem to announce a common origin, but differing entity 1n 
language, custom, and dress. No less than 20 different languages are known to be 
spoken in the Mexican territory, and many of these are not dialects, which may ® 
traced to the same root, but differ as entirely as languages of Slavonic and Teutonic 
origin in Europe. Some possess letters which do not exist in others, and in most there 
is a difference of sound, which strikes even the most unpracticed ear. The low. 
guttural pronunciation of the Mexican or Aztec contrasts singularly with the sonorous 
Otomi,! which prevails in the neighboring State of Valladolid. and this again 1s s# 

Cees 
Wherever the Azter tongue is in use the letter “r” is unknown, while in the Oromi dialect it occa’ 
almost in every word. Thus we have Popocatepetl, Istaccihuatl, Tenochtitlan, and that unpronoun 
able word given by Humboldt and signifying “venerable priest whom 1 cherish as a father,” Notla ome 
huizteopixcatatzia, all Aztec, and all without an “r,” while in Valladolid the prevailing names are UG 
baro, Puruunodiro, Zitacuaro, and Cinapecuaro, in all of which “r” bears a prominent part. 
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to be totally unlike the dialect of some of the northern tribes. There is not, perhaps, 
a question better worthy of the consideration of philosophers than the elucidation of 
this extraordinary anomaly in the history of the Indian race; nothing is known of the 
mode in which America was peopled, except the fact that the tide of population has 
set constantly from north to south. 

In Bulletin 44, United States Bureau of American Ethnology, 
“Indian Languages of Mexcio and Central America,” the map hereto 
attached is used as a basis, with the remark: 

For Mexico, Orozco y Berra’s map and conclusions are used as a basis, and it will 
be found, though the original authorities so far as accessible have been examined, 
that there has been occasion for but few and comparatively slight changes. 

An examination of the map accompanying this bulletin will show 
30 different distinct linguistic families of Indians, as established to 
the satisfaction of Thomas and Swanton, while perusal of the con- 
tents will disclose that approximately 20 to 30 more are in doubt as 
to whether they are distinct languages spoken by distinct and different 
races or tribes or whether they are mixtures of some of the other 
per a hg or offshoots or derivatives from same. 

he index of linguistic families, tribes and settlements number 
approximately 850, as set forth on pages 101-108. 

t is not necessary to cite other authorities here, but one of the 
most interesting works upon the subject is ‘‘The ers of Mexico” 
o Francisco B. Clavigero, in two volumes, published in London, 1777. 
(English translation By Charles Cullen.) _ 

Speaking generally, it is sufficient, as an illustration to call atten- 
tion in passing to the great distinctive difference between the original 
Indian tribes of Chihuahua and Sonora to the Concho River, with 
those of the west coast through the State of Sinaloa, and to the Indians 
of the east coast and those of central and southern Mexico. 

The Indians of the north and northwest were those of the Opata, 
Pima, ‘“Tarahumar’’ families; of the Yaqui, Mayo families, and were 
as different and distinct from the Mayas of the south, the Mexicans 
of the valley, and others of central and eastern Mexico in everything 
except color, as are Negroes from whites, or, at the very least, as 
are the Japanese from the Chinese. a ae 7 

Very interesting testimony along this line has been offered by 
William Gates (part 19) and others. l ; 

A comparison of the political map of Mexico showing the different 
subdivisions as recognized to-day, and of the racial-tribal map of 
Orozco y Berra, will at once prove interesting as establishing the 
fact that the political subdivisions, although differing greatly in 
some respects, yet, in general, have followed very nearly the racial- 
tribal geographical divisions as agreed upon by ethnologists, lin- 
gulsts, and historians. 

_That this discussion is of more than general interest will be appre- 
cated when present conditions in Mexico are considered and it is 
learned that the Army Intelligence Department of the United States 

ar Department are constantly making such reports as of November 

8,15, 22, 29, December 13, 1919, etc., setting out in detail information 
as to the movements of the Yaqui Indians of Sonora and Sinaloa. 
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By reference to these reports it may be seen that a large percent- 
age of the women and children of Yaquis are in the United States, 
and that on November 18 it was estimated that almost the entire 
force of 4,000 Yaqui Indians, reported at that date, might be con- 
verted into a fighting body if they possessed the necessary arms and 
ammunition. 

That they were a constant menace to the Mexican Federal forces, 
i were concentrating around Nacozari, Moctezuma, and other 

aces, 

That at least 400 Yaquis were scattered in small bands in the neigh- 
borhood of these last-mentioned places. 

That approximately 800 were under arms near Esperanza. 

That it 1s necessary to carry heavier train guards on the Southern 
Pacific from Esperanza to Guaymas. 

That altogether there were over 2,000 armed Yaquis in the State. 

That in the latter part of November the Federal Government 
moved between 1,000 and 1,500 Federal Yaqui soldiers out of the 
State fearing they would join their tribesmen in attacks upon Fed- 
aral forces. 

That Mayo Indian soldiers were sent in to take the place of their 
cousins, the Yaquis, but that little confidence could be placed upon 
them in a campaign against the Yaquis. 

That the Yaquis were constantly passing from the United States 
into Mexico with ammunition purchased at the various mining camps 
where they had been at work. 

That Federal forces in the State on November 22 were inadequate 
to cope with the situation. 

That on December 13 a large body of several hundred were said to 
be a short distance south of the international line and east of Nogales, 
while another large body was reported near Ajo, Ariz., both believed 
to be anxious to get into the United States for the purpose of securing 
ammunition, etc. 

That for the first time in the history of Sonora Yaquis, as reported 
on November 29, had invaded the territory east of the Bavispe River 
in northeast Sonora. | 

That southwest of La Colorada region 500 Yaquis, under Chief 
Mori, were on the same date killing and robbing everywhere. 

That Buenavista, formerly Sonoran capital; Cumaripa, Realito; and 
most of La Dura were on November 29 deserted and in ashes. 

And most significant is the statement of November 22, and the 
statement of December 13, the former— 

That the Yaquis seldom bother Americans when they can be dis- 
tinguished from Mexicans, and the latter— 

That since the increase of intervention talk, many Yaquis, well acquainted with 
Americans, have reiterated previous statements to the effect that, in the event ol 
intervention. they may be counted on as friends of the United States: that. upon 
due official notice of intervention, they would lend the invading troops any assistance 
of which they were capable. They intimate that all they would ask in return tor 


this asistance would be reasonable recognition of their claims to the Yaqui Valley 
territory and freedom from persecution by the Mexicans. 
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In the Army Intelligence daily report of May * * * 1920, is 
included as an appendix an appeal signed by Genls. Julian Cosari, 
Manuel Periac; First Capt. Victoriano Azul, Second Capt. Pipachola 
cues of “bronco” Yaquis) to the townspeople of ‘‘ Rio Chico” and 
t ovas. ) 

This appeal recites among other things that “The Yaqui tribe 
informs you that’’— 


“ Poor descendants of our kindred tribes, the Pimas, the Papagoes, and the Opatas 
are miserable and afflicted, oppressed by the tyrannical Government which is com- 
pelling us to kill one another. * * These are men without an atom of conscience 
or the laws of humanity * * * This tribe must remain in revolt. If you wi 
peace with us, we also wish peace with you. * * * You must not hurt the Yaquis; 
then the Yaquis will not injure anyone, and so peace and tranquility will reign. 

As long as the Government continues selling our race * * * and insists upon 
withholding our lands, the struggle will continue relentless and bitter. The Govern- 
ment is to blame for the men who take us by force to war, and it must be punished. 
* * * We seek an agreement only with all the poor who live by their daily toil 
here and outside the Cavern (as outlaws), formerly, in the time of Refugio 
Tanori, the leaders of the Pimas and Opatas in those times came, those people respected 
us and helped us to fight the invaders of our river as far as the Mayo River, and we 
did the same for them. Remembering these days, we invite you, if you so desire, 
tojoin with us, * * * and if you accept our humble proposition you will not need 
to flee when you see our people. * * * No confidence can be put in the Govern- 
ment, because the Government in the year 1916 past offered us peace and the restora- 
tion of our lands. We in all good faith believed that promise * * and traveled 

Lencho * * * and there we were awaiting the realization of this promise. 
While we slept the Government fell upon our camp, killing children, women, and 
old men. Such cruelty had never even been experienced in the time of Porfirio 

Z. l 


The date of this occurrence was May 25, 1917, at 4 o’clock in the 
morning. 

“ Now we are convinced that the Government has no word. * * * With such 
proofs, we care for no further arrangement with the Government, but with you, the 
poor of these towns, who always keep your word.”’ 


And this is the period, November and December, 1919, when the 
press of Mexico and its able assistants in this country were proclaim- 
ing that peace and order and law and prosperity prevailed over 
Mexico, and that Carranza had ‘made good.” 


SHORT SKETCH OF HISTORY OF MEXICO. 


With this preliminary sketch of the population of Mexico, let us 
glance now at the history of that so-called Republic, or rather, at 
the chronological history of Mexico from the year 1810 down to the 


Present year, 
NORMAL MEXICO. 


1810: September 15. Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla, 
together with Allende, Aldama, Abasolo, and other 
officers raised the “Grito,” and proclaimed inde- 
pendence at Dolores, State of Guanajuato. 

1811: May 21. Hidalgo captured at Acatita de 
Berjan. July 31. Shot at Chihuahua. Jose Maria 
Morelos y Pavon, a priest, took up the work of 
Hidalgo; defeated the Spaniards in numerous en- 
gagements and made much headway against.them, 
capturing various Cities and overran a arge portion 
of the country. 
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1812: September 14. First Mexican Congress 
organized at Chilpancingo, State of Guerrero, with 
Morelos y Pavon as guiding spirit. 

November 6. Declaration of independence issued 
and a constitution later adopted. 

1813: Revolution continued, but Morelos finally 
captured. 

1814: Fighting continues. 

1815: December 22. Morelos shot by Spaniards 
in the City of Mexico. 

1816 to 1821: Fighting continues with varying 
fortunes. Gens. Mina, Guerrero, and Bravo being 
the leading spirits among the revolutionists. 

1821: January 10. Guerrero, chief of the revo- 
lutionary forces, and Gen. Agustin Iturbide, com- 
manding the royalist forces, had conference and 
joined forces. 

February 24. “Plan of Iguala” promulgated; 
Iturbide taking command of the joint forces and 
capturing Morelia, Puebla, Queretaro, and other 
towns. 

September 27. Iturbide entered Mexico in tri- 
umph after treaty with viceroy Don Juan O’ Donoju 
at Cordoba. A government was established con- 
sisting of a regency of three members with Iturbide 
as President. 

1822: February 24. Congress met in the City of 
Mexico and elected Iturbide Emperor of Mexico. 
He was crowned on July 21 in the cathedral, with 
the title ‘‘ Agustin I.” 

December 22. Santa Anna raised revolt at Vera- 
cruz and declared a republic. Desperute inter- 
necine war ensued, followed by anarchy and deso- 


lation, which, as historians say, continued for 50- 


vears (until the period of Porfirio Diaz). 

1823: May. Emperor Iturbide abdicated after his 
armies were defeated. A provisional government 
was established. 

1824: Iturbide returned to Mexico, arrested, and 
on July 19 shot by order of the Tamaulipas Legis- 
lature, at the town of Padilla. 

October 10. Gen. Guadalupe Victoria (real name 
Fernandez) became President of Mexico with a 
constitution. Victoria was really Mexico's first 
President. a 

1825: January 1. Congress met under the new 
constitution and England and the United States 
recognized the independence of Mexico. 

1828 to 1830: Continued conflicts and contests, 
Pedraza, Guerrero, and Bustamente each claiming 
to be President. Santa Anna most prominent 
figure in all schemes and uprisings. 

1833 to 1835: Civil war raged and anarchy reign- 
ing. 

1835: Gen. Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna be- 
came dictator and abolished the constitution. 

1936: Texas secedeg and captures Santa Anna. 

1837: Santa Anna returned to Mexico and re- 
sumed dictatorship. 

1839: Bravo became President. Civil war, ac- 
companied by anarchy. 

1841 to 1844: Santa Anna again dictator. 

1844; Santa Anna banished and Canalizo took his 
lace. 

p 1445: Herrera became President. Revolutions 
continued. 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


1846: January 2. Paredes hecame President by 
election of a Junta in Mexico City and left the gov- 
ernment in the hands of Gen. Bravo in July, while 
he proceeded to lead the army against the United 
States. 

1846: July. Paredes and Bravo overthrown and 
Mariano Salas becomes President and the consti- 
tution of 1824 reestablished. 

1846: September 15. Santa Anna becomes Presi- 
dent. 

1847: War with the United States. Gomez 
Farias in charge of Government, Santa Anna lead- 
ingthearmy. Santa Anna resigned otħice. Gomez 
Farias appointed Pedro Anaya acting President and 
again headed the army against United States forces. 
After defeat at Cerro Gordo. Santa Anna resumed 
control, later resigning the Presidency. and was 
succeeded— 

1847: By Gen. Anaya, under election by Con- 
gress, holding office from November until 

1848: January. Manuel de la Pena y Pena. presi- 
dent of the supreme court, became President. 

1848: June 3. Gen. Jose Joaquin Herrera became 
President the second time. 

1848: Treaty of peace, etc., signed. California 
and New Mexico ceded to the United States, in 
payment Mexico receiving $15,000,000. 

1850 to 1851: Gen. Mariano Arista elected Presi- 
dent and installed— 

1851: January 1. 

1852: Juan Bautista Ceballos becomes President 
by congressional election following the exit of 
Arista. Ceballos dissolves Congress and elected 
Juan Mugica y Osorio, who declined to qualify, and 
Ceballos resigned the Presidency; Manuel Maria 
Lombardini was seated as acting President. Lom- 
-bardini called an election for the purposes and 

1853: April 15. Santa Anna again become Presi- 
dent. 

1853: Santa Anna, by proclamation, becomes 
perpetual dictator, December 16. Gen. Juan 
Alvarez immediately raised a revolution. Alvarez 
was a full-blood Indian and a patriot. The revolu- 
tion continued, and Santa Anna escaped, leaving— 

1855: August 9. A triumvirate government com- 
posed of the president of the supreme court and 
two generals. A few days later Gen. Romulo Diaz 
de la Vega became acting President by coup d'état 
and consent of the governing triumvirate. 

1855: Gen. Martin Carrera became President, re- 
signing within a month. 

F 1855: Gen. Diaz de la Vega again became Presi- 
ent. 

1855: November 1. Representatives convened in 
Cuernavaca and elected Gen. Juan Alvarez, who be- 
came President. Alvarez reached the capital with 
a bodyguard of pure-blood Indians and retained 
them around him for protection. 

1855: December. Alvarez resigned and Comon- 
fort became President. 

1856: Rupture with Spain. 

1857: February 5. Gen. Comonfort again elected 
and declared President. 

1857: December 11. Comonfort proclaimed him- 
self dictator. . 


3333 


3334 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


1858: Benito Juarez revolted. Revolution 
reigned supreme. 

1858 to 1859: Zuloaga overthrew Comonfort and 
became President. 

1858 to 1859: Miramon took Zuloaga’s place and 
became President. Miramon overthrown and Zu- 
loaga again became President. 

1858: Juarez Government recognized by the 
United States. 

1860: Benito Juarez captures capital and declares 
himself President. 

1861: May. Benito Juarez elected and took office 
as constitutional President. 

1861: October. Treaty between England, France, 
and Spain, known as the ‘Treaty of London,” 
signed, under the provisions of which the three na- 
tions were to send naval and military forces to Mex- 
ico to seize ports and military positions on the coast, 
ete. The Government at Washington, being in. 
vited to take part. positively declined on the ground 
that it ER pursue its usual policy of refraining 
from alliances with foreign powers. 

1862: England and Spain withdrew their forces, 
but France continued the war. 

1863: The French captured the City of Mexico 
and Maximilian accepted the offer of the Crown of 
Mexico. 

1864: June. Maximilian crowned Emperor at Mex- 
ico City. 

1865-1867: Juarez in revolution, but defeated on 
all sides. United States demanded the withdrawal 
of the French Army. 

1867: Maximilian captured and shot at Queretaro 
by Juarez. 

1868: Juarez proclaimed himself President. 

1868-69: Revolutions followed pronunciamento 
by Santa Anna and others. 

1872: July 18. Sebastian Lerdo de Tejada suc- 
ceeded Juarez, who died. 

1473: New constitution adopted practically fol- 
lowing the constitution of 1857. 

1873-1875: Revolutions in various parts of the 
country. 

1876: Sebastian Lerdo de Tejada overthrown. 


ABNORMAL MEXICO. 


1877: Gen. Porfirio Diaz became President. | 
Tn 1905, or just shortly prior thereto, William Jennings Prvan, 
recently Secretary of State of the United States, in a book published 
by him bearing the title Under Other Flags, page 202, referring 
À E ae Pree Beer : ; sas! 
to the administration of Porfirio Diaz, and to that great man, says 


The third great man produced by the M exican Republic is the president. \ y a 
ception of one terin he has been president since 1876, during which time a 
ee wonderful ability, and it is doubtful if there is in the werld to-dav a chie 
a of greater relative progress than the Mexican people have made under the 
e ministration of Porfirio Diaz. l l À iene 
~tacation has been promoted, law and order established, agriculture develeped 
Educ stimulated, and nearly every section of the country connected by ranres3 
CO ital. While there are many able and strong men upon whom the mantle 
ae a might worthily fall, he has been so remarkably successful and has such 3 
of Presiden i] classes of people that he will doubtless rernain at the head of the Gover: 
hold upon = a he lives—the peopie would hardly consent to his withdrawal even ! 
a eae lay down the responsibilities of the position. 
he desl S ~- 
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On pages 181-183 Mr. Bryan says: 


Ifound * * * Fifth. That President Diaz is entirely deserving of the encomiun. . 
bestowed upon him by his own people, by resident Americans, and by visitors. He 
has a genius for public affairs, understands the conditions and needs of his people, and 
ra their confidence to a degree seldom enjoyed by an executive, either hereditary or 
elective. 


On page 184, referring to education, he says: 


“Mexico is making substantial progress in education. The publicschools are free 
aud attendance is compulsory. * * * In the State of Mexico the number of 
schools has increased more than 100 per cent within the last 10 years, and the number 
of pupils in attendance shows an equal increase. * * * It was our good fortune to 
be invited to witness the distribution of prizes for the schools of the Federal district. 
Nothing impreased me more than the scene here presented. President Diaz delivered 
the awards to several hundred bovs and girls. The Indian and the Spaniard, the rich 
and the poor, all mingle together in the public schools and vie with each other for the 
prizes. The State not only furnishes instruction in the elementary branches, but 
provides industrial training for both boys and girls, normal schools for teachers, and 
professional schools for students of law and medicine. President Diaz recently quoted 
aremark by Von Moltke in praise of the German school-teacher and also pointed out 
the necessity for educated mothers. He recognizes, as did Jefferson, that popular 
education is vital in a republic, and largely through his etorte Mexico sees a yearly 
Increase in the number of those who are capable of intelligent participation in 
government.” 

We are constantly being informed by recognized prorevolutionists, 
or pros arrana ropagandists, that Diaz did nothing for education 
and left his people in the ignorance which he apparently wished them 
to remain in, the inference being that so long as they were without 
education they would be subservient to his will. 

However mistaken Mr. Bryan may have been while Secretary of 
State, when endeavoring to deal, or to refrain from dealing with 
Mexico, statistics will prove the correctness of his statement made 
n 1905 as to education under Diaz. If the American people would 
think or read for themselves and refuse to permit ignorant or biased 
propagandists to misinform them, they would readily understand 
that the public-school system of Mexico was upon paraa the 
same basis as that of the United States and of the different States 
of this Union, to wit, the National Government in Mexico had nothing 
more to do with the primary public schools in the States of Mexico 
than has the National Government of the United States at Washing- 
ton to do with the primary public schools of the States of this Union. 
The Central Government of Mexico under Diaz dealt directly with 
the national schools, universities, ete., and dealt directly, more or 
less, with the schools in the territories and in the District of Mexico, 
which district corresponds exactly to our District of Columbia. The 

tates each dealt with its own school problems and each established 
and maintained and assisted in maintaining not only the public 
schools in the public-school districts throughout such State, but also 
the State normal, agricultural, and other institutions. As early as 
1865 colleges of law, medicine, and engineering were created in 

exico City and were successful from the beginning. Professional 
schools were also established in the more important provincial capi- 
tals. In 1874 there were 8,226 primary schools in Mexico, with an 
attendance of 360,000 pupils: 603 of these schools were supported 
y the National Government, 5,240 by municipalities, 2,260 by 
Private enterprises, etc. The committee is here referring to an 
article in the incyclopedia Britannica for the purpose of condensing 
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these statements. Reference to the testimony offered in this case 
will substantiate the statements contained in said articles, which, for 
the sake of brevity, we will further refer to. In 1889 recommenda- 
tions were made by the National Congress for public education and 
were followed by congressional action requiring free and compulsory 
education in the Federal district and national territory. On the 19th 
day of May, 1896, a general public educational law was promulgated 
which provided further regulations and outlined a comprehensive 
system. Compulsory attendance was a feature of this law of 1896. 
The law oS for uniform free and nonsectarian primary institu- 
tions with compulsory attendance of children 6 to 12 years of age; 
preparatory course for professional training in the Government 
schools were also made free. 

The State school system was gradually made to conform to this 
national svstem. In 1904 the number of public schools was returned 
at 9,194 with an enrollment of 620,476. Of these 6,488 were sup- 
ported by the National and State governments, and 2,706 by the 
municipalities. The number of provincial, religious, etc., schools 
was 2,281, with 135,838 pupils. The secondary national and State 
schools number 36, with 4,642 pupils, and schools for professional 
instruction numbered 65, with 9,018 students, of whom 3,790 were 
women. Normal schools were also maintained at public expense. 
The Government maintained schools of law, medicine, agriculture 
and veterinary practice, engineering, mining, commercial and admin- 
istrative, music and fine arts, also a mechanic's training school for 
men and one for women and schools for the blind and deaf mutes, 
reform schools, and garrison schools for soldiers. The National 
Library of Mexico contained 250,000 volumes, and in 1904 there 
were 138 public libraries, 34 museums for scientific and similar pur- 
poses, and 11 meteorological observatories. Statistics with reference 
to matters of public interest in Mexico are very meager. Bminging 
the matter down to date: Just prior to the revolution, it may be 
noted that in the State of Chihuahua alone there was a public school 
in session during the year 1909-10 in every school district in the entire 
State, including purely Indian districts. Out of a total population, 
including Indians, of approximately 327,000, more than 22,000 were 
in daily attendance ee these public schools which were supported 
by the State and local municipal governments; there were support 
by the State of Chihuahua at this time two normal schools, an 
60 graduates of these schools were then in Europe at the States 
expense taking postgraduate courses; that there were also two 
agricultural schools supported by the State; one or more schools 
oF art and science; that in addition there were private schools con- 
ducted by protestants of different denominations, private schools 0 
nonsectarian character, and one or two private schools conducted by 
Catholic sisters. As will be shown by the testimony of such witnesses 
as Mr. E. L. Doheny (pt. 1, p. 207), and many other witnesses, 
Porfirio Diaz was sincerely interested not only in the uplift and wel- 
fare of his people, but also in seeing education, an articularly 
technical education, spread among the inhabitants of the Republic of 
Mexico. 

Railroads—Prior to 1878 there was a road constructed from the 
Citv of Mexico to Vera Cruz, and about that date 58 miles of branches 


. 


from this road, a total of 321 miles of railroad in Mexico in operation 
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prior to 1878. When Diaz went out in 1910-11 the railroad mileage 
of Mexico was more than 16,000 miles, and of this three-fifths or more 
belonged to, or was controlled by, the Mexican Government itself. 

In the last official report prior to the incumbency of De la Barra, 
the total mileage as shown was 14,857 miles with the Southern Pacific 
of Mexico and what is now the Mexico Northwestern system yet. 
constructing, bringing the mileage up to a little more than 16,000 
miles at about the date when Diaz was overthrown. In 1878, 
when Diaz was recognized by the United States, the only bank in 
Mexico was a branch of the Bank of London, Mexico and the South, 
known as the “Banco de Londres, Mexico y Sud America,” and a 
small private bank in the city of Chihuahua, later merged into a 
State institution, but conducted in the vear mentioned by the Mac- 
Manus family. In the year 1909-10, prior to the overthrow of Diaz, 
the banks of issue of Mexico had assets of 735,191,398 pesos: They had 
a ae of 118,800,000 pesos and deposits of 71,910,424 pesos. 
Auxiliary banks had a capital of 47,800,000 pesos; assets, 128,375,032 
pesos; mortgage banks had a capital of 10,000,000 pesos; resources, 
91,934,102 pesos. 

In 1914, after Madero went out aid before Carranza’s recognition, | 
the total capitalization and surplus of all banks was 205,194,287 
pesos. In 1918, under the Carranza government, the then only 
recognized banks in Mexico had a nominal capital and surplus of 
148,197,409 pesos, while the metal reserve and actual convertible ` 
assets, as shown by the evidence, possibly amou:ted to 30 cents on 
the dollar. In other words, in 1909 banks, counting capital, had 
approximately 1,150,000,000 pesos assets and in 1918-19, 148,197,000 
pesos nominal assets. (See testimony McCaleb, pt. 5, pp. 728, et 
seq.; also same part, pp. 686 et seq.) The State banks, such as the 
hark Bank of Sonora, Miner’s Bank of Chihuahua, aad all other 

anks in the States, are practically wiped out. (Sce testimony 
Bracey Curtis, pt. 12, pp. 1833, et seq., and other testimony.) 

We will not endeavor to give statistics on the general increase of 
Mexican trade with other nations of the world as shown by imports 
and exports, but content ourselves with the statement of fact that in 
the year 1878, when we recognized Diaz, imports into the United 
States through border custom districts was $1,585,368; for the year 
1910 these Imports through the same districts were $22,911,198, 
while for the same years the exports to Mexico through such border 
districts were respectively $3,391,787 and $29,106,100. Through all 
the Mexican ports there were imported into Mexico in 1911 spproxi- 
mately $100,000,000 of goods of which the United States sold 
$60,000,000; in the same year there were exported by Mexico goods 
to the value of approximately $150,000,000, about 77 per cent of 
Which the United States purchased. During the entire period of the 

laz régime there were no revolutions except two incipient dis- 
turbances occurring on the border and engineered from is United 
States, Neither of these were of the slightest importance and each 
Was immediately suppressed. After Diaz succeeded Gonzalez in 
IS84, a traveler was safe in the innermost recesses of the Sicrra 
Madres or in the tropical regions of the south; in the State of Sonora 
in the north or in the State of Chiapas in the south; Sinaloa of the 
West, or Tamaulipas on the east coast. No guards were necessary on 
trains which were run without interference and on schedule time. 
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In the Mexican army, on paper, were 25,000 men. As a matter of 
fact, the total number of men in the Mexican army in 1909-10. as 
was later discovered, was less than 13,000. A force of “rurales.” 
comparable with the Texas Ranger force or mounted police of Penn- 
sylvania, maintained law and order throughout the Republic, while 
their number did not exceed 1,200 at any one time. Americans were 
welcome wherever they went in Mexico and their financial assistance 
was sought in opening up all the resources of the country; and during 
their visits they were welcomed with equal hospitality at the palace 
of the rich “hacendado” or hut of the humblest peon. In short 
there was no such thing dreamed of as an anti-American feeling of 
Mexicans toward Americans. Over the world, in every civilized 
country, Porfirio Diaz was regarded as an honorable, honest, patriotic, 
upright ruler, practically an autocrat or dictator, but devoted to his 
country and his people; in fact his character was that of the man of 
whom Mr. Bryan writes in the quotation given from his book. 


NORMAL MEXICO; RESUMED. 


1910-11: Mexican I. W. W. Junta. Orozco 
Madero revolution. 

1911: May 10. Juarez captured by the forces of 
the “Red Flaggers” and followers of Madero. 
Diaz resigns and Francisco de la Barra becomes 
President. 

1911: Under the Mexican constitution the secre- 
tary of state succeeds to the Presidency in event 
of a vacancy, and De la Barra was also agreed to by 
Madero. 

1911-12: Elections held and Madero declared 
President. 

1911-12: Revolutionists, particularly Zapatistas, 
continue operations, 

1912: March 1. Orozco revolution against Madero. 
Chihuahua secedes. Orozco military commander. 
Zapata revolution continues and revolutionary 
activities all over the Republic. 

1913: February. ‘Cuartelazo” City of Mexico. 
Felix Diaz delivered from imprisonment. Madero 
and Pino Suarez arrested. Both resign. 

1913: March. Lascurain, foreign minister, be- 
comes President for 28 minutes; resigns and— 

1913: Victoriano Huerta declared President and 
confirmed by the Mexican Congress. Madero and 
Suarez assassinated. Revolutionary activities con- 
tinue all over the Republic. United States refuses 
to recognize Huerta. 

1914: Veracruz seized by United States forces. 
Carranza, Villa, Obregon, Zapata, and others con- 
tinue revolution in all States. Í 

1914: July. Huerta resigns and leaves Mexico. 
Carbajal takes oath of office as President. United 
States does not recognize and insists upon Carranza 
or some one agreeable to him at Niagara conference. 
Carbajal insists upon amnesty before surrendering 
Mexico City. and Carranza refuses August 5. 
August 9, Secretary Bryan announces that Carranza 
has given this Government assurances that Car- 
rancistas will commit no excesses. Carbajal vields 
to Carranza’s demand as Obregon's army threatens 
the city. August 12, Carbajal leaves the capital. 
Obregon’s troops enter city abort August A7, Villa 
and Carranza have therefore split. Provisional 
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President to be chosen hy convention. Carranza 
agrees to resign as first chief and submit to con- 
vention. Villa and Carranza each bluffing at 
resigning and getting out of the country. 

1914: October 22-23. Convention names cabinet. 
Carranza ‘claims right to pass upon all matters and 
convention agrees to accept Carranza’s resignation 


and that both he and Villa get out of the country. . 


1914: November 3. Gen. Eulalio Gutierrez 
chosen provisional President for 20-day term. 
Carranza refuses to abide by action of convention 
and he and Gutierrez set up rival governments; 
Carranza in Puebla, and Gutierrez in Aguasca- 
lientes. Obregon loyal to Carranza. Revolutions 
continue. 

1915: January 16. Gutierrez named provisional 
President to serve until April, 1916. 

1915: January 18. Gutierrez deposed by conven- 
tion and Roque Gonzalez Garza elected pro- 
visional President. Convention adjourns to meet 
in Mexico City. February 4. Villa announces 
he is in charge of Presidency and appoints three 
ministers, Januarv 28. Villa forces leave Mexico 
City. January 29. Carranza forces enter city, 
Obregon in command. United States protests 
Obregon’s incendiary statements March 4. March 
10. Carranza forces under Obregon evacuate city. 
Zapata in charge of city; and 

1914: March 18. Garza reported back in Mexico 
Citv. Revolutions continue. (Gutierrez leading 
one faction: Garza pretending to lead another; 
Carranza heading a third, ad generals, colonels, 
etc., each man for himself. 

1915: About April 1 Carranza forces under 
Obregon enter city, but again evacuate it and 
other forces occupy it. 

1915: June 20. Carranza retires to San Juan de 
Ulua Castle. 

1915: United States calls meeting Central Amer- 
ican and other States and military leaders to con- 
sider government for Mexico. All leaders opposed 
to Carranza agree to attend meeting and abide by 
results. Carranza, with Obregon, Pablo Gonzales, 
and others refuse and demand recognition of Car- 
ranza alone. 

1915: October 6. Carranza recognized de facto 
head of Mexican Government by United States. 

1915: October-November, American Red Cross, 
serving 23,000 soups per day in Mexico City and 
feeding starving there and otber locaticns, ordered 
out of Mexico by our Government upon insistence 
of Carranza. 

1916: Revolutions continue.  Pretended elec- 
tions called, but elective franchise restricted to 
those on date of election actively supporting Car- 
ranza. No elections held except where Carranza 
garrisons are in contrel. Same qualifications for 
election at constitutienal convention, 

1916: Five States with no representation what- 
soever, others represented by delegates elected 
from Carranza garrison locations without opposi- 
tion. Constitution convention meets at Queretaro. 

1917: January 31. New constitution signed over 
opposition United States Government. February 
ð. Constitution promulgated. February 11. Am- 
bassador Fletcher, United States, leaves United 
States, arriving Mexico City February 19. Wires 


3339 


3340 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


United States Government assured by Mexican 
State Department confiscation clauses Mexican 
constitution will not be put in effect against Amer- 
icans; Fletcher presents credentials to Carranza at 
Queretaro. 

1917: On March 3, and thus Carranza is recog- 
as ‘‘de jure” President. Revolutions continue all 
over Republic. Zapata assembled his forces, divid- 
ing into emaller bands under various leaders, con- 
tinue struggle. No peace in any State in Mexico. 
Carranza government recognized where it has 
armed control. 

1918-19: Same. 

1919: August. United States Senate appoints 
committee to investigate Mexican matters. Com- 
mittee opens hearings Washington, New York, and 
Mexican-American border. 

1920: Opposition to Carranza quietly drawing; 
Gen. Felipe Angeles organizes Liberal Alliance, 
and Angeles enters Mexico. Arrested, court- 
martialed, and shot. 

1920: March. Dieguez undertakes remove De 
la Huerta, governor Sonora. Obregon-Gonzales 
rival military candidates. Carranza attempts take 
advantage Liberal Alliance and other civi move- 
ments and presents Bonillas as candidate for Presi- 
dency. 

1920: April. Sonora Legislature passes secession 
ordinance: Obregon recalled to Mexico City and, 
under arrest, escapes. De la Huerta. Calles, 
Salvador Alvarado take charge Sonora movement 
and issue ‘Plan of Agua Prieta,” April 9, declaring 
for 1917 constitution. Revolution in City of 
Mexico and -all over Republic. Carranza com- 

elled to abdicate and supposed to leave Mexico 
lay 9. De la Huerta supposed to call Mexican 
Congress together to name President pro tempore. 
Congress reported to meet on Friday to have ad- 
journed until May 24. 

1020: May 22. Carranza reported to be killed, 
together with members of his cabinet, while in 
fight by “bandits.” 


PRESIDENTS. 


1911 to 1920: Diaz, De la Barra, Madero, Huerta, 
Carbajal, Gutierrez, Garza, Villa (by his own 
declaration), Vasquez Gomez (1912 by State of 
Chihuahua through Orozco), Carranza, De la 
Huerta, 


In discussing more fully what we have called the normal” condi- 
tion of Mexico after the years 1910 and 1911 (the chronological sè 
quence of which we have hurriedly referred to) let us return for a 
moment to the abnormal” Mexico of 1876 to 1910. l 

In 1876 Gen. Porfirio Diaz issued a proclamation announcing lum- 
self as provisional President of the Republie under the plan 0 
Tuxtepec. saii 

Upon beng informed of the circumstances in January, 1877, tW 
Government took the matter of recognition under consideration ant 
stated that although it was “accustomed to accept and recognize 
the results of a popular choice in Mexico and not to scrutinize closes 
the regularity or irregularity of the methods,” nevertheless we wo 
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wait in this particular instance “before recognizing Gen. Diaz as 
President of Mexico until it shall be assured that his election is ap- 
proved by the Mexican people, and that his administration is pos- 
sessed of stability to endure and of disposition to comply with the 
rules of international comity and the sblioations of treaties.” 

Disturbed conditions continuing along the border finally Evarts 
wrote to Minister Foster as follows: 

The first duty of a Governmentis to protect life and property. Thisisa paramount 
obligation. For this governments are instituted, and governments neglecting or fail- 
ing to perform it become worse than useless. This duty the Government of the 
United States has determined to perform to the extent of its power toward its citizens 
on the border. It is not solicitous, it never has been, about the methcds or wavs in 
which that protection shall he accomplished, whether by formal treaty stipulation or 
by informal convention; whether by the action of judicial tribunals or that of military 
forces. Protection in fact to American lives and property is the sole poii t upon which 
the United States are tenacious.” 

This note of itself inaugurated a new era in Mexico and was of 
itself, as used by President Diaz, largely responsible for the long 
period of peace and consequent prosperity reigning in Mexico. 

_ As the story is told by his son, Diaz was upon first impression 
intensely angered when the contents of this note were communicated 
to him. 

Wise old Tndian that he was, however, upon second thought he 
determined that he would use this note to compel observance of his 
orders and loyalty to hissplans and purposes by the constant threat 
that unless his plans were carried out and his government respected 
and armed resistance or opposition ceased, that the “*Colossus of the 
North,” simply awaiting a favorable occasion, would avail itself of 
the first opportunity to take over Mexico. 

Thus was raised through the deliberate purpose of Diaz “El 
Fantasma,” that is, The Spector,” which is vet so often alluded to 
by Latin-Americans and particularly by Mexicans in speaking of the 
United States. 

From time to time as opposition threatened the Diaz government 
or his plans, he would call attention of those offering such opposition 
to the Evarts note and was thus largely able to overcome such 
Opposition in its incipiency. 

Finally he was recognized by this Government in 1878, when a 
formal reception was accorded the minister from Mexico. 

Then ensued the great era of prosperity which we have rapidly 
sketched, and wo shall now refer shortly to the political conditions 
under Diaz's administration. | 

The Diaz administration was an autocracy with the “Strong man 
of Chapultepee”’ as a practical dictator, supported by, and in turn 
supporting, certain families or persons in each of the different States 
of the Republic. His army was at the command of such governors, 
and in turn their support was extended the central government 
through Diaz whenever sume was necessary or called for. 

Necessarily the vounger generation of those who were “out” and 

id not belong to the “reigning families” in the different States were 
OPposed to this autocracy, but generally entirely loval to Diaz per- 
Sonally, and all recognized, or thought they recognized, not only the 
futility of using force against him, but also the possible consequence 
to their country and its sovereignty as they viewed “El Fantasma ” 
Constantly projected before their eves. 
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Diaz grew old and weak and sought to assure continued prosperity 
through peace and order, for his loved country by preparing before 
hand for the perpetuation of his plan of government. 

He finally forced the adoption of an amendment providing for the 
election of a vice president, and as his plan grew was instrumental 
in forcing the election of Ramon Corral, of Sonora, as vice president. 

Each of the prominent supporters in each of the States, or at least 
the majority of these autocrats, imagined that he should fall heir to 
the mantle of the old soldier and, of course, objected to the selection 
of a Sonoranian rather than himself as the successor to power. 

Meantime, largely because of the autocratic and arbitrary rule and 
acts of the family, or person, of authority in the State, the opposition 
to this form of government had grown stronger and stronger with 
the years. 

THE “RED FLAGGERS.”’ 


In 1905 there was organized in the United States by a few radical 
Mexicans what was known as the “Organizing Committee” of the 
Liberal Party of Mexico. These men carried on propaganda through- 
out the Republic through which they appealed to the ignorant 
masses of the Mexican people; to the Indian tribes by name and 
collectively; and to all the dissatisfied elements, to rise against the 
power of Diaz and overthrow the Governmont. | 

They issued their plans at first of a milder radical type but rapidly 
more and more anarehistical in character. 

Not content with their appeal through propaganda, through 
proclamation, through letters and organizing committees; they 
established a periodical published in various States of the United 
States from time to time and known as La Regeneracion Publica. 

Their proposed plan was that of the extreme French syndicalist 
and of the radical I. W. W. which latter was just making itself known 
in the United States through the writings of Vincent St. John and 
others; the “junta” or committee, proposed not only to overthrow 
the Government of Diaz but to confiscate all property including 
real estate and divide the same among the population of Mexico 
“without discrimination as to sex”; they admitted it to be true that 
many large estates had been bought, but claimed that the purchasers 
themselves had stolen their money or achieved their wealth by 
bribery, corruption, ete., and that therefore they were not entitled 
to payment for the properties which were to be taken from them; 
they appealed to the Indian particularly upon the ground that lus 
territory had formerly extended from one mountain top in sight of 
his little settlement to another to be seen at a different point of the 
compass, and told him that all that was necessary was for lim t0 
rise and take Jus property back; they appealed by name to the 
Yaquis and the other tribes with these and similar statements; 
not content with this propaganda they endeavored to secure recrulls 
for armed intervention in Mexico in different sections, and finally, 
coming in contact with the neutrality laws of the United States, 
were arrested. 

The organizers of this “junta” or committee of the so-called 
revolutionary “Liberal Party” were: 

Ricardo Flores Magon, Juan Sarabia, Librado Rivera, Ennque 
Flores Magon, Antonio I. Villarreal, and Anselmo L. Figueroa. 
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in 1908 the American Federation of Labor then in session at 
Denver telegraphed these gentlemen the sympathy of ‘‘our”’ organi- 
zation in their troubles. 

Some of the parties were convicted; but their activities did not 
cease. 

Later the committee was reorganized and found in active business 
again at Los Angeles, Calif. 

Their propaganda at this time consisted not only of similar appeals 
to the population of Mexico and particularly to the = ndians, bat of 
appeals for assistance to the radical labor element of the United 
States. l 

The Orozco revolution having broken out in Chihuahua and that 
leader having been pursuaded to declare for Francisco ). Madero as 
President of Mexico, the Magon-Villarreal junta called upon all of 
their followers to assist in the overthrow of Diaz; but as will be seen 
by reference to the testimony in part 17, page 2506, their stated 
purpose was not the overthrow of Diaz to assist in ‘forming a bour- 
ee republic” such as that of the United States, by tho seating of 

adero in power, but to use the Madero-OCrozeo assistance to over- 
throw the then existing government, which done—as they insisted— 
the overthrow of the Madero government could be completed without 
difficulty. 

The representatives of this ‘‘Flores Magon-Villarreal” I. W. W. 
anarchistical party or junta, who took active part in the fighting 
prior to the resignation of Diaz, were Jose Inez Salazar, Emilio 
Campa, and like gentry, who were known as the “Red Flaggers.”’ 
(See testimony Inez Salazar, pt. 17, p. 2591, and also testimony 
Mrs. Carlin and others, pt. 17, p. 2593, Judge Bartch, pt. 18.) 

After the overthrow of Diaz these gentlemen continued their 
activities not only by propaganda but by the organization of armed 
forces led by “generals” Pryce, Stanley, and others, with recruits 
rom the active membership of 1. W. W. local organizations in 
southern California, those around Los Angeles, San Diego, and other 

alifornia towns, joined by radicals of diferent races and soldiers of 
fortune who flocked like vultures around the corpse of bleeding 
Mexico. 

R. Flores Magon testified in the extradition cases of Pryce and 
others, and admitted the activities of the Liberal Party along these 
mes as well as their propaganda endeavors m the Republic of 
Mexico, showing their organization throughout 18 States of that 
Re ublie, ete. (See part 17, p. 2514.) 

hey were again arrested for violation of the neutrality laws, and 
resident Madero sent Jesus Flores Magon to attend the trial and 
assist in the conviction of these men, four of whom were convicted 
and sentenced to San Quentin. l 
course, the sympathy of the American Federation of Labor with 
these men, who proclaimed themselves patriots, and revolutionists 
against the horrible rule of a tyrant, can well be understood: but the 
consequences possibly were not forescen, and could not be foreseen 
M those who understood as little of the Mexican population as did 
Mr. Gompers and his associates. 

hese conservative labor men of the United States could not 
Tealize that to the great majority of the population of Mexico 

lberty” merely meant “license” to work individual sweet wil 


3844 INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


not only with the property but with the body and person of any 
other, whether man or woman. 

The fact is as disclosed by the evidence in this case that through the 
assistance of many sincere and good people in this country and 
through the financial and other assistance of the extreme radical 
elements the onlv invasion of Mexico, by arms, which has occurred 
from this side of the border (except the landing at Veracruz under 
orders of our President, the Pershing Expedition under similar 
orders, and the military expeditions in following the “hot trail” of 
marauders), was inaugurated, brought about, and supported by the 
elements in the United States which have been among those most 
loud in protesting against “armed intervention” in Mexican affas 
and insisting most strenuously that the Mexican people should not be 
interfered with in the spilling of their blood and the establishment of 
even such condition of affairs as was advocated by the Mago- 
Villareal propagandists. 


MADERO-VASQUEZ GOMEZ PARTY. 


The “ Anti-Reelection Party,” organized largely through the efforts 
of Francisco and Emilio Vasquez Gomez, with the cooperation of 
Francisco 1. Madero (as will be seen by reference to their “plan” as 
sct forth in the evidence), advocated a reform of the constitution of 
1457, to prohibit the reelection of a president or other officers; and 
also to provide for a commission who should investigate and ascer- 
tain the ownership, value, and amount, of the unoccupied lands 
withheld by the owners from development by individuals, with the 
object of purchasing such land, by payment to the owner, and the 
sale thereafter to those needing homes. 

The suecess of Madero was an accident not due to his own following 
nor to the strength of his army movement and not due to the strength 
of the Flores Magon-Villarreal movement, but to an uprising of the 
Mexican and ndian population of the mountain districts of Chihuahua 
against State taxation and against the Creel-lerrazas families and 
their domination. 

Orozco, the leader of this movement, having been brought in con- 
flict. with national forces, was approached by Madero emissaries with 
the proffer of money and assistance should he declare for Madero for 
President, which he promptly did. Madero, leading a few followers of 
his own and some “Red Flaggers,” declined to await Orozco’'s ass! 
ance, and brought on the battle of Casas Grandes, in which he was most 
thoroughly whipped and his followers driven away. A few days later 
they joined Orozco with his command and were led to the border, 
where, despite the orders of Madero to the contrary, Orozco and Villa 
captured the city of Juarez and compelled the resignation of Diaz. 

By agreement, or rather by acquiescence of Nae as the leader 
of the revolutionary forces, Francisco de la Barra, under the form 0 
the constitution of the Republic, became president ad interim pend- 
ing an election. At this election Madero, having ‘changed partners 
just prior to the final result, had Pino Suarez declared elected Vie 
Precident (with himself as President), in lieu of Vazquez Gomez. who 
was his running mate on the antireelection ticket. This result was 
easily brought about, because, following the usual custom which he 
had so strenuously denounced, Madero insisted upon his right to ap 
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point governors over the people in the different States in Mexico, 
and through such appointees declared the results of the election. 

Prior to this time the old treaty of amnesty and commerce with 
the United States had lapsed and had never been renewed, which 
is the condition existing to-day. 

The Government of the United States, not being informed, of course, 
as to the true conditions among the rank and file of the Mexican 
people, followed the ordinary procedure, and without hesitation rec- 
ognized first De la Barra and later Madero through the ambassador 
of the United States already in Mexico City, requiring no security 
for the protection of Americans. 

The so-called Madero revolution had the sympathy of the majority 
of the Americans along the border in a Bona: way; that is to say; 
supposed, as it really was, to represent a revolt against autocracy, it 
had the good will of American Democrats. Through this good will, 
and by virtue of the then lax laws with reference to the exportation 
of arms and ammunition, the Madero-Orozco-Flores-Magon armed 
forces were enabled to secure supplies, arms, and ammunition with 
which to carry on tho revolution (of course, it must be understood 
that had Diaz been a few years younger, this revolutionary move- 
ment at that time, only numbering in men under arms at most 1,000 
or 2,000 all combined, would have been crushed ìn its incipiency and 
with little or no effort). 

But again, ‘The Spectre,” “El Fantasma,” which had been pre- 
sented to him in 1878, could be seen across the border, where 20,000 
American troops had been hurried by our Government. 

Zapata continued the revolution, as did various bands under dif- 
ferent leaders, and finally in March, 1912, the State of Chihuahua 
seceded and Pascual Orozco, the former successful leader of the 
Madero forces, was placed in military command of the anti-Madero 
movement. Successful in the preliminary skirmishes and in the first 
battle of Rellano, Orozco, far from his base of supplies, awaiting 
shipments of arms and ammunition over the Mexican Central Road, 
which was under his control to the American border, failing to receive 
such shipments was compelled to fall back, and finally after a futile 
struggle of months, to abandon the mihtary field to the armed forces 
of the Mexican Madero Government. 

The so-called amendment to the neutrality laws of the United 
States (in fact, an amendment to the Spanish-American War legis- 
lation, prohibiting shipments of war supphes which might fall into 
the hands of Cervera's fleet) had been adopted and under it the 

Tesident of the United States had prohibited the shipment of arms 
and ammunitions to anvone in Mexico except to the regularly 
recognized Madero government. 

uring the few months of the Madero revolution against Diaz 
Many Americans lost their lives, almost invariably at the hands of 
the “Red Flaggers.’? In the Orozco revolt or the Chihuahua seces- 
Sion again these “Red Flaggers,’’ following the original “grito” 
CTY) as outlined in 1906 and constantly pursued, “that the people 
’ flocked around Orozeo. Upon 


? 


ot Mexico needed no government’ 
the defeat of these forces and Orozeo’s men (or upon their being 
driven back for want of armè and ammunition) under the leadership 
Ol the same Jose Inez Salazar and others, bands of from 35 to 400 
each, devastated the northern portion of Mexico and principally 
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the State of Chihuahua. Revolutionary activity of the same char- 
acter broke out with renewed fury all over the Republic, and during 
this period and up to the overthrow of the Madero government and 
the incoming of Huerta approximately 200 Americans lost then 
lives in Mexico. 


ANTI-AMERICAN AGITATION AND OUTRAGE PRIOR TO 1913. 


Examination of the evidence will disclose that the reason offered 
by these Mexican revolutionary leaders for holding Americans to 
ransom, robbing them of their property, driving them out in herds 
from their homes and farms, and assaulting them even to the pomt 
of death, Was that the United States Government had taken part in 

urely domestic troubles in Mexico and was actively assisting the 
fadero government with arms and ammunition, while refusing to 
allow the purchase of elements and instruments of warfare by tie 
very man who had placed Madero in power. Complaints were made 
that Madero forces were allowed to use American soil for refuge. 
and that Madero troops were allowed to travel over American rall- 
roads to escape from or to attack at some other place, those m 
revolution against the Madero government. 

Wordy protests were made by our Government in one or two 
instances against outrages upon Americans and destruction of 
American property, only to be answered, of course, by Madero to 
the effect that he could not control the bandits. The American 
Government interposed no force for the protection of its citizens m 
Mexico even near its own borders. The consequence of this later 

olicy was, of course, to contirm the bandits, legitimate or anti- 
fadero, in the belief that Americans were left alone and would not 
under any eircumstances be protected by their own Government. 

Agitators among the Mexican demagogues proclaimed against the 
United States and the citizens of the United States, and were suc- 
cessful, of course, in arousing feeling against us and our citizens and 
securing recruits for themselves and justifying to their followers and 
thousands of good people in Mexico outrages which were perpetrated 
upon individual Americans who had theretofore lived for years W 
amity, peace, and good fellowship with the people of Mexico. | 

Shortly prior to July 29, 1912, approximately 4.000 American oti- 
zens had been driven out of the States of Chihuahua and Sonora by 
armed bands under Salazar and other ‘Red Flaggers’’; their lives 
threatened: their property destroved: large numbers of them killed 
(see testimony of Ella Stevens, pt. 17, p. 2602; testimony of Mrs. 
Carlin and others, pt. 17, p. 2593: testimony of Judge Bartch, pt. 1S. 
p. 2727.) and these people, including more than 1,200 children, the 
majority born in Mexico, had taken refuge on the American side of 
the line, and being destitute, were fed by the people of El Pas, 
Douglas. and other American towns. l 

A joint resolution introduced in the Senate on July 29, 1917. 
“authorized the Secretary of War to supply tents and rations to 
American citizens com yelled to leave Mexico.” | 

This resolution (S. i Res. 127) was immediately adopted and ts 
provisions were carried out by the Army of the United States. — 

On August 2, 1912, there was introduced in the Senate 4 joint 
resolution “to provide transportation for American citizens fleeing 
from threatened danger in the Republic of Mexico.” 
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By the terms of this resolution the Secretary of War was authorized 
and directed ‘‘to furnish transportation from El Paso, Tex., to such 
place in the United States as each shall elect, to those American citi- 
zens fleeing from the Republic of Mexico who are now or may be 
hereafter temporarily supplied with shelter and sustenance in whole 
or in part by the Government of the United States in or near El: 
Paso, Tex.” 

One hundred thousand dollars was appropriated for this purpose 
and same was applied as directed. 

On August 10, 1912, there was introduced in the Senate a joint 
resolution (S. J. Res. 133) appropriating $20,000 out of the $100,000 
appropriated under the resolution of August 2, for the subsistence of 
American citizens now in Arizona fleeing from threatened danger in 
the Republic of Mexico, and same was adopted and its provisions 
carried out. 

It will thus be seen that the acts of citizens of Mexico in derogation 
of the rights of the citizens of the United States were, in the eves of 
the Mexicans, justified, and have to this day been justified by the 
attitude of the American Government toward its own citizens and 
toward the Mexican Government. 

The American Government had not intervened for the protection 
of its citizens in the Republic of Mexico, but had left them at the 
mercy of the bandits, and Congress was compelled to take care of 
such of them as managed to reach the border. 

Meantime, on March 2, 1912, cable instructions had been issued 
by the State Department to the Ambassador in Mexico City, as 
follows: 

“Paraphrase. Embassy is instructed in its discretion to inform Americans that 
the embassy deemed it its duty to advise them to withdraw from any particular 
localities where conditions of lawlessness so threatened their personal safety as to 
make withdrawal the part of common prudence. The embassy is further instructed 
to specify the localities, if any, from which withdrawal might at any time seem advis- 
able, and state that in anv such cases consuls could take charge of abandoned efiects 
a might be possible under the circumstances. 

The department stated that it was sending a copy of this telegram to all consular 
officers in Mexico, merely for their information and for the information of Americans 
in their districts. ”? f 

Under the wording of this cablegram, and particularly that portion 
of it which instructed the embassy “to specify the localities, if any, 
from which withdrawal might at any time seem advisable,” Amer- 
xans in Mexico to whom the order was directed or indirectly com- 
municated through the embassy or consular agencies, or through 
other persons, construed it to mean that the Government at Wash- 
ington and the embassy at Mexico City knew something concerning 
lexico, or intended to take some action with reference to Mexico, 
Which individuals located or residing in Mexico should be warned of; 
and the majority of Americans in Mexico (at least throughout the 
rural districts and apart from those in the City of Mexico who had 
or might have the advantage of personal consultation with the 
ambassador) imagined that finally the Government of the United 
States intended to protect Americans wherever they were or where 
it might be able to reach them; and so a great exodus of American 
Citizens immediately commenced. 

he effect upon the minds of Mexicans in different localities who 
ad continued to work at their employment under Americans— 
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who had been loyal and faithful, and had announced themselves 
willing to protect the property and lives of their American em- 
plovers—was to open their ears to the appeals of demagogues that 
they should join bands of bandits, or revolutionists or some one else. 
and prepare to defend their country against the United States. 

In many localities those ignorant people were told tnat slavery 
existed in the United States: that the slave States of the South had 
always wanted to take over more Mexican territory than had been 
acquired in 1848; and that the purpose of the Government of the 
United States now was to withdraw Americans so that Mexicans 
could not hold them as hostages or mete out retribution to them for 
assaults upon Mexicans; that the real purpose of the United State 
was to take over Mexico and enslave the Mexican people. 

This was the effect of the ill-advised, but of course well-meant 
cablegram to the embassy, sent out under conditions existing as tne 
were, and at a time when Americans had not yet been convinced 
that their Government at home would no longer protect Americats 
abroad. | 

At least however, the Government of the United States up to this 
time, while failing to protect its citizens, had not intervened in the 
internal affairs of Mexico in the effort to change their officials or 
their form of government. 


HUERTA-CARRANZA PERIOD. 


The resignation of Madero and Pino Suarez was forced, following 
the “cuartelazo” in the early part of 1913, and Lascurain, taking 
over the Presidency under the form of the constitution, resigned the 
office, and under this same constitution Huerta was immediately 
declared elected President. 

The Government of the United States through the President refused 
to acknowledge the Huerta government and sent John Lind to Vera- 
cruz and Mexico City, followed by other personal representatives 
of the President, among whom were the Hon. William Bayard Hale. 
Mr. George Carothers, then recent consular agent at Torreon, ete. 

The Congress of the United States was not consulted with reference 
to these quasi ambassadors or personal representatives, nor was the 
Congress of the United States even notified of their missions or the 
purport thereof, except as in the message of the President of the 
United States to the Congress of August 27, 1913. 

The correspondence between the polished, suave, and learned 
diplomat, Gamboa, and the Hon. John Lind is interesting and m- 
structive. . 

Under date of August 16, 1913, Gamboa says among other things 


* 8 


“Fortunately your character as confidential agent of your Governme:t 


was fully established.” 

Mr. Gamboa, in the same letter, states that ‘the Government af 
Mexico has paid due attention to the advice and considerations eï- 
pressed by the Government of the United States” as contained in the 
note of the President of the United States presented to Gamboa bt 
Lind at their second interview. 
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Gamboa says the Government of Mexico ‘‘has paid due attention 
to the advice and considerations” for several reasons: 

“First. Because Mexico entertains the highest respect for the personality of His 
Excellency Woodrow Wilson. 

“Second. Because certain European and American Governments with which Mexico 
cultivates the closest relations of international amity, having in a most delicate, re- 
spectful way, highly gratifying to us, made use of their good oflices to the end that 
Mexico should accord you a hearing, inasmuch as you were the bearer of a private 
mission from the President of the United States.” 


We will not attempt to quote all this communication, which so 
carefully reviews and comments upon the Lind mission and note of 
the President, but one or two additional quotations here require 
repetition: 

“The request that Gen. Victoriano Hucrta should agree not toappear as a candidate 
for the presidency of the Republic in the coming elections can not be taken into 
consideration, because, aside from its strange and unwarranted character, there is a 
risk that the same might be interpreted as a matter of personal dislike. This point 
can only be decided by Mexican public opinion when it may be expressed at the polls. 

The confidential agent may believe that solely because of the sincere esteem in 
which the people and the Government of the United States of America are held by 
the people and Government of Mexico. and because of the consideration which it 
has for all friendly nations (and especially in this case for those which have otfered 
their good offices), my Government consented to take into consideration and to answer 
as briefly as the matter permits the representations of which vou are the bearer. 
Otherwise it would have rejected them immediately because of their humiliating 
and unusual character, hardly admissible even in a treaty of peace after a victory, 


inasmuch as in a like case any nation which in the least respects itself would do like- 
wise. 


In another communication the Mexican minister rather indignantly 
repudiates the suggestion that compliance with the requirements of 
the President of the United States communicated through Lind might 
be followed by financial favors extended through the influence of 
our Government. | 

The committee will not endeavor to follow seriatum the acts of 
this Government with reference to Huerta nor those leading up to 
the recognition of the Carranza as the de facto Government in Octo- 
ber, 1915. A reference to the testimony of W. F. Buckley, part 6, 
pages 767 et seq., is hereby made, as well as to other evidence in 
the case and to the public records. l 

feantime revolution continues, accompanied, as usual, by outrages 
of every character upon American citizens. 

At the very time that the message of August 27 was in preparation 
for communication to the Congress of the United States, and tele- 
grams following same were being prepared for forwarding to the 
consuls and other officials in Mexico, Matthew Gourd’s nieces were 

ang outraged in his presence while he was tied to a limb with a rope 
around his neck. 
e were informed in this message, among other things, that: 
We should earnestly urge all Americans to leave Mexico at once and should assist 
em to get away in every way possible—not because we would mean to slacken in the 
vast our efforts to safeguard their lives and their interests, but because it is imperative 


i at they should take no unnecessary risks when it is physically possible for them to 
“ave the country. 


On the same date, that is, August 27, the consul general at Mexico. 


ity was notified “to warn Americans to leave Mexico,” and 


The consul general was instructed to notify all officials, military or civil, exercising 
authority that they would be held strictly responsible for any harm done to Americans 
r lor injury to their property. 


Meme iat a, 


¥ 
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The consul general was instructed to furnish a copy to the em- 
bassy at Mexico City, and the State Department here had the same 
telegram repeated to all American consuls in Mexico. 

This first telegram was followed by another of the same date, em- 
bracing extracts from the President’s message to Congress, and 
(paraphrase): 

It is further stated that the advice to leave Mexico did not indicate that the Govern 
ment of the United States would slacken in the least its efforts to safeguard the lives 


and interests of Americans, but that they should take no unnecessary risks when it 
was physically possible for them to leave the country. 


On April 20, 1914, the following telegram was sent (paraphrase): 


It was stated in this telegram that Gen. Huerta had refused to salute the flag: that 
the President would lay the matter before Congress that day; that Americans and 
other foreigners should be notified of the critical situation; and that Americans should 
be reminded of the President’s advice to leave Mexico until order was restored. 


On April 22, 1914 (paraphrase): 


The consuls were advised of the results following the landing of American forces at 
Vera Cruz, and were instructed to urge all Americans to leave Mexico as soon a8 
possible. 


On September 11, 1915 (paraphrase): 


It was stated that, as a precautionary measure, it was of the utmost importance. in 
view of the particularly dangerous conditions arising from the revolutionary cna. 
that all Americans, and incidentally other foreigners, be induced to leave Meuco 
immediately. The consular oflicers were authorized to abandon Mexico, bringing 
their records with them, if conditions were such as to justify their departure. 


TAMPICO—VERACRUZ INCIDENT APRIL 20, 1914. 


The Tampico incident of April 20, 1914, constituting what has 
generally been called the ‘Insult to our flag” brought a message from 
the President of the United States, giving his reason for landing 
armed forces at Veracruz and requesting ratification of the Congres 
of the United States for his acts. This incident and the message 
concerning same will be more fully referred to a little later. 

A reference to the chronological events hereinbefore set forth will 
disclose that Huerta left Mexico City in July, 1914, and that after 
several so-called presidents had been named by one self-constituted 
authority or another, the President of the United States called upon 
the warring forces in Mexico to get together or this country wo 
be compelled to take steps to pacify Mexico. 


CARRANZA PERIOD. 


Senate Document No, 324, Sixty-fourth Congress, first session, 
contains the answer of the President to the request for information 
as to why this Government had finally decided to recognize Carranza 
in October, 1915. In short, the reasons given were: That while the 
convention itself, which was yet in session, and while Villa, Zapata, 
and other independent leaders agreed to meet with the United States 
and representatives: of other countries and abide by the decision 
of such representatives in the settlement of Mexican affairs: that 
Carranza declined, and that Obregon, Gonzales, and Carranza 
appointed cabinet ey and appointed governors and other ay 
pointed officials agreed to leave the decision as to taking part in ths 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 3301 


meeting to Carranza himself; that it appeared that Carranza was the 
only one man whose domination was acceptable to any number of 
others and that therefore this Government should recognize him as 
head of the de facto government of Mexico. 


BRYAN’S OPINION OF OBREGON. 


Prior to this time the Brazilian minister was representing the 
interests of the United States in the Republic of Mexico, and through 
this minister the Department of State of the United States com- 
municated directly to Obregon and to Carranza separately, among 
other things using the following language: 


The Government of the United States has noted with increasing concern the reports 
of Gen. Obregon’s utterances to the residents of Mexico City. The Government 
believes they tend to incite the populace to commit outrages in which innocent 
foreigners within Mexican territory, particularly in the City of Mexico, may be 
involved. This Government is particularly impressed with Gen. Obregon's sug- 
gestions that he would refuse to protect not only Mexicans but foreigners in case of 
violence, and that his present manifesto is a forerunner of others more disastrous in 
effect. In this condition of affairs the Government of the United States is informed 
that the City of Mexico may soon be evacuated by the Constitutionalist forces, leaving 
the populace without protection against whatever faction may choose to occupy it, thes 
shirking the responsibility which may happen as a result of the instigation to law- 
lessness before and after the evacuation of the city. 

The Government of the United States is led to believe that a deplorable situation 
has been willfully brought about by ConatituGionalist leaders and forces upon a 
populace submissive to their incredible demands, and to punish the city on account 
of refusal to comply with them. When a factional leader preys upon a starving city 
to compel obecience to his decrees by inciting outlawry, and at the same time uses 
means to prevent the city from being supplied with food, a situation is created which 
ita imposible for the United States to contemplate longer with patience. Conditions 
have become intolerable and can no longer be endured. 


On May 7, 1915, the Brazilian minister, under No. 174, cabled the 
Secretary of State at Washington, his opening sentence being: 


Thave been requested by the American Society of Mexico and International Com- 
mittee to transmit to you the following document * * *: 

The capital (Mexico City) is suffering a lingering death * * *, 

The Washington Government two months ago renewed its advice that its residents 
leave Mexico, with the suggestion from Gen. Carranza that other foreigners also leave 
Mexico City; unfortunately there has been no way open to act upon the advice since 
lt was given * * # Three travelers were shot last week while trying to get from 
this city to Pachuca. 50 miles away * * *. Censorship of commercial and private 
telegrams by the conventionalist authorities here and also the Currancistas at Vera 

Tuz is so strong that residents can not explain to relatives or correspondents abroad 
either their situation or their actions * * * and this interference with cable- 
Tams renders ditlicult or impossible the arrangement of maturing obligations such as 
fe insurance premiums. * * * 

_Hope is expressed among foreigners here that special representatives from the 
United States who are attached to particular chiefs, may not be deterred by excessive 
desires to maintain avreeable relations with these leaders from furnishing the Wash- 
ington Government with complete occurrences and impartial reports of what actually 
anspires in their locality. : 


CARRANZA AND THE RED CROSS. 


Practically the first act of Carranza after his recognition in October, 

5, was the demand by him, acceded to by the United States, that 

the American Red Cross should get out’of Mexico. (See The Amer- 
ican Red Cross Magazine, November, 1915, issue, pp. 349 et seq.) 


>g 
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SECOND AND THIRD ATTACK ON FLAG. COMPARE WITH HUERTA INC- 
DENT. 


In the early part of 1916, Americans were ordered to leave Tampico, 
the instructions being transmitted through Claude I. Dawson, Amer- 


ican consul: 
AMERICAN CONSULAR SERVICE. 
Tampico, Mexico, June 24, 1916. 
To whom it mau concern: 


American citizens are hereby urged to leave for the United States without any 
further delay, and to this end they should heed the suggestions to be made by the 
bearer hereof. 

CLAUDE I, Dawsoy, 
American Consul. 
(Instruction. 


Advise people American consul has ordered all Americans to leave immediately, 
and state that you think no protection will be accorded those who remain. Thi 
includes men, women, and children. 


In carrying out these instructions the U. S. S. Marietta, under 
command of Capt. Scott, had its boat and also a boat secured from 
a civilian vessel, but manned by sailors of the Marietta, assisting in 
the removal of imperiled American citizens. 

This boat was fired upon by Carranza soldiers under Gen. Nafar- 
rate and the sailors returned the fire. This was about June 24. 

On June 15, at Mazatlan, on the west coast; the U. S. S. Annapolis 
sent her boat to the wharf at Mazatlan for the purpose of A 
the American consul with a message; there were no arms in sight 
but the boat was flying the American flag, the men were in uniform, 
and accompanied by two officers. When the boat ran alongside 
the pier the officers were met by Mexicans, one of them in uniform. 
and were invited to land. Upon stepping ashore they were imme- 
diately seized, conducted to a jail and imprisoned; the Mexican officer 
ordered the boat to land, but one of the American officers directed 
the sailors to “push off,” which was done, but it was fired upon 
and one of the sailors was killed. | : 

The sailors “broke out” their arms, which were concealed in the 
boat, and returned the fire. The officers were later released through 
the intercession of, and were guided on their way to the wharf by, 
a native Mexican woman who was married to an American. 

The commanding oflicer of the Annapolis “in view of the policy 
of noninterference on shore,” withheld the fire of his battery from 
protecting his boat. 

A report of the matter was made by Admiral Winslow to the 
department. : 

The admiral made no protest nor requested any apology or explana- 
tion, but the entire matter was referred to the department. 

In view of Admiral Mayo's experience acquired when his boat was insulted at 
Tampico * * * it was considered proper to leave that to the department. 

See testimony of Admiral William B. Caperton and testimony of 
Commander A. T. Beauregard, part 22, pages 3203 and 3216. 

In his message to the Congress of the United States concerning 
the Admiral Mayo-Tampico incident of April 20, which incident is 
referred to in the testimony cited, the President refers to Gen. 
Huerta’s apology and to his explanation that “ Martial law obtained 
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at the time at Tampico; that orders had been issued that no one 
should be allowed to land at Iturbide bridge.’’ The President says: 


Our naval commanders at the port had not been notified of any such prohibition; 
and, even if they had been, the only justifiable course open to the local authorities 
would have been to request the paymaster and his crew to withdraw and to lodge a 
protest with the commanding oflicer of the fleet. 


Again, in the same message, “If we are to accept the tests of its 
own constitution it [Mexico] has no government.” (Exactly the 
same constitution (if any) existed in April, 1914, as existed in June, 
1916, and except by totally unconstitutional decree of Carranza no 
effort was made to change this constitution until Januarv, 1917.) 

It is true that we had not recognized and declined to recognize 
the government of Huerta when the first Tampico incident occurred; 
it is also true that we had granted de facto recognition to Carranza 
prior to June, 1916. 

The facts are that we demanded a salute to our flag by Huerta, 
whom we had not recognized, and failed to demand a salute or 
apology from Carranza whom we had recognized. 


MEXICAN ELECTIONS. 


So-called elections were held in municipalities and in some portions 
of some of the States of Mexico after Carranza was recognized, and 
among others an election for constitutional delegates or “a congress 
to adopt a constitution,” was held. 

Among those who were excluded from voting at any elections 
were (and are): 

I. Those who by any means undertook the overthrow of the lawful Government of 
the Republic, emanated from the elections of 1911. (Madero election.) 

lI. Those who carried out the barrack uprising (cuartelazo) in 1913, or in any 
manner contributed to its realization, 

II. The functionaries, authorities, and publie employees emanated from the 
wurping government; and those who, having emanated from the lawful Government 
sanctioned and collaborated, in an efiective manner, an sustaining the usurper. 

IV. Those who have figured actively in any of the factions opposing the constitu- 
Roe gavernment, or who continue to be hostile to the present Government of the 
epublie 

+ Those who economically, through the press or in any other manner duly verified 
aided or have stated their adhesion or sympathy with the usurping government or 
factions hostile to the present Government. 

It may be interesting to recite here that the so-called Carranza 
Tevolution received its support from Villa, Zapata, Obregon, Pablo 

onzalez, Eulalio Gutierrez, Antonio I. Villarreal, ete. 

That later a convention was held for the selection of a President 
under an agreement solemnly entered into by Carranza himself. 

That the convention elected Gutierrez, and that in the fighting 
which inevitably followed Carranza’s refusal to abide by the results, 

bregon and Gonzalez sided with Carranza, while others claiming 
themselves to be original Constitutionalists, fought under the banner 
of the convention. 

That therefore in all elections there were excluded from voting 
those who had supported the Diaz government. 

Those who had supported the Madero government; those who had 
supported Huerta; those who had supported Carranza himself. 

10se who had upheld the convention decision; and all those who 
ad had nothing to do with politics in any form or manncr, unless, 
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at the particular time of each election the particular voter or candi- 
date could prove to the satisfaction of a Carranza election official 
that said voter or candidate was at that moment an unquililic 
supporter ot Carranza and ready to bear or bearing arms in defense 
of his so-called government. 

In view of the fact that of a population of 15,000,000 never more 
than 200,000 have taken active interest in the affairs of Mexico since 
the overthrow of Diaz, it can readily be seen that those who are 
entitled to and allowed to vote constitute rather a small number. 

In this connection it might be of interest to recall that in the split 
between Carranza personally with his immediate followers and the 
convention and its followers, the Madero family opposed Carranza 
and upheld the convention, and that Raul Madero, brother of the 
deceased President. was a general in Villa's army fighting Cara za, 
while another brother, Emilio, was an officer in the same army. 


PRESIDENT’S STATEMENT OF SATISFACTORY ASSURANCES OF PROTEC- 
TION OF AMERICANS. | 


In the message of the President of the United States of February 
17, 1916, the President states to the Congress that satisfactory assur- 
ances have been received from Carranza that he would protect Ameri- 
can citizens, pay American claims for damages, and recognize American 
rights and protect American property. 

In addition to protesting against the actions of Obregon, Carranza 
followers, and others in the City of Mexico, Veracruz, and at other 
places, it immediately became necessary for this Government to coi- 
tinue the protests after the recognition of Carranza, as it had made 
protests prior to his recognition, against arbitrary decisions and acts 
affecting the property rights of American citizens. 

For n on June 29, 1914, Secretary Bryan cabled a protest 
against the refusal of Carranza, whose forces were then in charge at 
Tampico, to accept constitutional currency, that is, his own currency, 
aid in any event against his refusal to accept New York exchange at 
prevailing rates, for bar dues, ete. (See Department of State records, 
pt. 21, Pp: 3119.) | 

On July 10, 1914, Secretary Bryan called attention to Carranzas 
own deeree“ making it obligatory upon officials as well as the public to 
accept corstitutionalist currency,” and insisting that Carranza should 
accept currency tendered him in payment of dues, ete. The Car- 
ranza authorities continued to refuse, aid apparently had their way. 

On January 19, 1916, Lansing protested against the proposed cor- 
fiscation decree— : 
providing for the nationalization of petroleum, which * * * would affect mst 
seriously the interests of numerous American citizens and other foreigners who have 
heretofore engaged in the business of producing and selling petroleum in Mexico. 

Point out to Gen, Carranza in unequivocal terma the dangerous situation which 
might result from the issuance of any decree oi a confiscatory nature. 

This is the first of the series of protests against confiscatory decrees, 
which protests, as will be disclosed by reference to copies of the 
official documents published in connection with this report, it has 
been necessary to reiterate in one form or another to the very day 
of the recent overthrow of the Carranza Government. 


[i errr yee a e E 
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In January, 1917, the so-called constitutional convention, or con- 
ae for the drawing of a constitution, was in session in Queretaro, 
exico. : 

The delegates to this convention had been selected under the sys- 
tem of free and universal suffrage just hereinbefore described. 

The constitution which they adopted, or formulated, was pre- 
tended to be submitted to and has been pretended to have been 
adopted by the different States of the Union. 

Except as this constitution was submitted to Carranza appointees 
and officials, and adopted by certain Carranza adherents under threat 
of Carranza guns in some particular districts in some particular States 
of the Union, such pretension of ratification was a fraud upon its 
face, as established by uncontrovertible evidence in these hearings 
and is a notorious fact to all Mexicans. 

This constitution so illegally formulated was signed on January 31, 
1917, and promulgated on February 5 of that vear. 

— On January 22, 1917, Charles Parker, Esq., “representing American 
interests,” Queretaro, Mexico, was addressed an official communica- 
tion, signed “L,” and bearing No. 621. (See pt. 21, pp. 3121.) 

Among other things, the Secretary of State of the United States 
calls attention to the provisions of article 27 of the proposed consti- 
tution and criticizes same by paragraphs; he also refers to article 28, 
article 33, and to the proposed constitution generally. 

At the time of this particular protest, strenuous and imperative 
as it was, article 27 of the constitution, in all its naked and anar- 
chistic provisions, had not been agreed to and was not before the Sec- 
retary of State. The protest of that official representing the United 
States Government did not even receive the courtesy of an answer 
from Carranza, in so far as our records show, and in the face of the 
protest article 27 was amended by making it very much more ee 
tionable than was the form before the Secretary when he cabled. 

Among other things the Secretary in this protest says: 

The Government of the United States has in the past made clear, as doubtless 
have other nations, that it can not concede the right of Mexico to limit, by its munic- 
Ipal law, this Government's rights of intervention to protect the rights cf its citizens 
residing or sojourning in that country, nor concede that waivers such as those referred 
to in this provision can annul the relations of citizens to their gvn government and 
extinguish the obligations of this Government to pe its citizens in Mexico. In 
80 far as the proposed provision would hamper the transfer to another foreigner of 
foreign-owned lands, it would apparently in a sense be confiscatory of rights enjoyed 

y the foreign owner from the time of his acquisition of the property. 

Paraphrase: 

5 You are instructed to bring the foregoing immediately to the attention of Gen. 
Carranza and state that the provisions above mentioned seem to indicate a proposed 
policy toward foreigners which is fraught with, posible grave consequences affecting 

e commercial and political relations cf Mexico with other nations. Further, that 
the American Government can not acquiesce in any direct confiscation of foreign- 
owned properties in Mexico or indirect confiscation, You will bring to the attention 
of Gen. Carranza the department's earnest desire that he give these matters his care- 

ul consideration with a view to avoiding the possibility of the disturbance of hitherto 
pleasant relations existing between the two Governments, ana with a view to avoid- 
ng future serious ditliculties under the proposed constitution with ans government 
orranizea under it. 
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Following this protest Ambassador Fletcher left the United States 
and arrived in Mexico City on February 19. He at once proceeded 
to the Mexican foreign office before presenting his credentials to 
Carranza at Queretaro, and following his visit cabled, answering the 
department's telegram of February 19: . 

Minister for foreign affairs stated that he has no knowledge of any decree affecting 
the rights of foreigners to real estate or mines to which such foreigners already have 
clear title * * *. Jie further stated that the legislation emanating from the new 
constitution with respect to property rights would, in his opinion. in no wise prejudice 
present property rights and at the same time called attention to article oi new con- 
stitution which provides that no laws may be made retroactive. 

Fletcher then proceeded to Queretaro and presented his creden- 
tials to Carranza on March 3. 

The Mexican Congress has never yet, up to the present date, 
yassed legislation carrying out the provisions of the constitution of 

fexico with reference to oil properties or other properties of for- 
eigners—that is, article 27 or what we know as the confiscatory 
clauses of the constitution. 

Carranza from time to time issued deerees of infinite variety, 
threatening and attempting to confiscate American properties: but 
vet, on August 2, 1917, Fletcher wires that American companies need 
have no uneasiness, ‘that it is not the intention of the Mexican Gov- 
ernment to take over properties now in exploitation,” and distinet'y 
stated that there would be no confiscation of these prorerties. Avain 
followed protests from the United States concerning different decrees, 
us, for instanee, January 23, 1918, and January 27, 19185. 

On April 4, 1918, our department was compelled to say: 

This Government, acting on behalf of American citizens who have expended larre 
sume of money in securing petroleum lands in Mexico, and who placed their relance, 
as they were justified in doing, on the Mexican laws granting ownership of depeslta 
under the surface to the owners of the surface, protests emphatically and solemnly 
against the petroleum decree, declaring it to be an act of despoliation and contiscatinn, 
and in the premises reserves all rights. 

On April 2, 1918, Fletcher, in obedience to instructions. had 
already entered “this formal and solemn protest of the Government 
of the United States against the violation or infringement of legt- 
mately acquired American private property rights involved in the 
enforcement of smd deeree.” 

A year and ten days after Fletcher's cablegram to the department 
of Carranza’s assurance that no confiscation would be attempted, 
Lansing, among other things, cabled: 

And to further direct Your Excelleney’s attention to the necessity which may ane 
jn order to protect the property of its citizens in Mexico, divested or injuriously 
atfected by the said decrees, to impel the United states to protect the property ol ib 


citizens. 

Fletcher under date of August 3, 191S, conveyed to the Secretary 
of State Mr. Carranza’s claim that his decrees were only fiscal an 
temporary, later to be followed by legislation which was in the 
province of Congress. 

Carranza stated that if the difficulty could not be settled except by war vr inter- 
vention, he was sorry but was prepared to confront this alternative. 

We, of course, “backed of” and continued to talk. 

varr r l . 
On August 14 Carranza refused to postpone his decrees. 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. . 8357 


On August 17, 1918, Mr. E. Garza Perez, subsecretary ‘‘by reason 
of the illness of the secretary of state for foreign affairs,” to Henry P. 
Fletcher, American ambassador, stated: 

The Mexican Government believes it necessary to state that it will not accept the 
interference of any foreign power * * * and that it will not admit any proceeding 
which under the pretext of protection to foreign interests wounds the national decorum 
or impairs the exercise of its sovereignty. 

On March 18, 1919, the secretary again protested ‘‘against Mexi- 
can petroleum decrees.” 

April 16, 1919, another protest, and on the same date another, and 
in answer to these latter protests the Mexican Government among 
other things curtly announced that the “protests of foreign nations 
can not suspend the effects of laws issued by the Government of 
another nation.” 

On June 18, 1919, another protest was forwarded entering “a 
vigorous protest as threatening to confiscate rights which its citizens 
have legally acquired,” and— 

You will simultaneously make reservation of rights for damages in behalf of 
American citizens whose interests are jeopardized by said decrees. 

On October 1, 1919, again protesting, our State Department 

cabled Mexico: : 
_ In this view of the matter the Government of the United States, owing as it does, to 
its citizens the duty of protecting them in foreign lands, both in their persons and 
their property rights, must. strongly protest against the action of the Mexican Govern- 
ment as outlined above and characterize it as threatening confiscation and a denial 
of justice. 

The State Department expresses the hope that, pending the general 
settlement of hig question and specific egislation by the Mexican 
Congress, the administrative authorities of Mexico will respect the 
nights of American citizens and will withdraw its insistence that they 
comply with the provisions of the decrees. — | 

t must be again emphasized that no legislation has as yet been 
enacted by the Mexican Congress, but that all these protests are 
brought forth by insistence upon Carranza’s decrees. 

On January 9, 1917, we protested against a ‘further decree” re- 
quiring renouncement of citizenship by foreigners acquiring property 
In Mexico. 

On January 31 we again announced the same position. 

Un December 5, 1918, the acting American consul at Nogales, 
Ariz., forwarded the department a copy of the proposed agrarian 
law for the State of Sonora, and on the 24th we protested that there 
Was no provision for compensation for the taking over of American 
Pepeni under this law. , 

e American consul at Nogales was notified of this protest to 
Mexico. 
We again protested on March 21, 1919. 
On July 16, 1919, we learned that the legislature of Sonora had 
adopted the law, and earnestly protested and urged that prompt 
action be taken to prevent the coming into force of this measure 
eatening American interests. 
„nihe law was adopted and promulgated on July 3, 1919, to be 
effective July 27, 1919. 

n August 14, we protested on the ground that the law was 
ambiguous; that the provisions fixing value violates article 117 of 
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the Mexican constitution; that the measure provides for the taking 
of erty “by purely arbitrary administrative action”; * * 
“which violates article 14 of the Mexican constitution”; etc., and 
we said in closing: 

That the Mexican Government is hereby advised that the American Government 


will be forced to take up this question with the Mexican Government, * * * in 
the event that absolute and even-handed justice is denied American citizens. 


We also protested directly through the consul to the governor of 
the State of Sonora, and this gentleman delivered us an answer 
covering 11 typewritten pages. 

The evidence of Bracey Curtis and others, part 12, page 1833, is 
to the effect that in a personal interview with the governor of Sonora, 
the latter stated in effect that: “I have not put the law in effect. 
How are you hurt?” 

This governor of the State of Sonora, to whom we have addressed 
these protests, is Adolfo de la Huerta, now, on the 25th day of May, 
by virtue of a declaration of some of the members of the Mexican 
Congress, announced to the world as the President of the Republic ol 
Mexico. 

The official notes of the United States Government to Mexico. with 
reference to all these matters, as well as to the Jenkins case. ate 
printed in part 21 of the evidence, ete., taken by this committee. 


JENKINS CASE. 


With reference to the Jenkins case it can not be too strongly 
emphasized to your committee and through vou to the American 
people, that tne statement of Carranza that the Jenkins case is in the 
hands of the State authorities and that his government could not 
interfere, is a statement not only calculated but deliberately intended 
to mislead the American people. 

Of course, taking the statement as true and at its face value. 
Americans respecting our form of government thought that possibly 
Mexico might be correct in the position which she assumed. 

Carranza knew all the facts, as did every one of his sympathizers 
and supporters, meluding those who have recently overthrown hm. 

The governor of the State of Puebla is the brother of Luis Cabrera, 
recently secretary of the treasury of Mexico. He was appointed a 
governor and later came to he “elected” through the farcical retums 
made by his own officials and under the ‘free suffrage” proclamation 
heretofore referred to. 

The State of Puebla had and vet has a constitution, safely laid 
away. and by Mr. Cabrera never lugged into sight. 

By the provisions of this constitution judges must be elected: 
Cabrera had so little regard for even the forms of the constitution 
that he did not attempt to have the judge declared elected, but 
simply uppointed one himself, j . 

The constitution provides that no judge shall hold office who s 
not a citizen or resident. of the State of Puebla. ‘Gov.’ Cabrera 
appointed a citizen and resident of the State of Jalisco. a 

in answer to a mon as to this procedure, he jystified his actions 
by stating that the legislature had suspended the constitution an 
jaws and vested him with all power. And this is the man behin 


| 
| 
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whom Carranza has hidden and chuckled, while defying the United 
States and sending us communications calculated and intended to 
deceive the American people; meanwhile he worked his sweet will 
with an American citizen whom the testimony in the case shows to 
be of the highest character, and whose property the wolves of Car- 
ranza and Cabrera’s selection and appointment are seeking to, and 
devouring. 


CARRANZA PRO-GERMAN AND CENTRAL AMERICAN PLOTS. 


As disclosed by the evidence in these hearings, Carranza and all 
his followers were pro-German during the war, and he directly, with 
certain of his followers, including Obregon, were interested in stir- 
nng up strife, trouble, and revolution in the countries to the south 
of Mexico; seeking to overthrow the established Governments of 
Nicaragua, Honduras, Guatemala, and through the assistance of one 
or two other States form a Latin-American Union with Mexico 
against the United States of America. (Seo testimony of C. E. Jones, 
Admiral Caperton, Commander Beauregard, and other evidence, pts. 
20 and 22, pp. 2889, 3203 and 3216.) 

The Carranza government was prosecuting a war against the 
United States during the period immediately prior and subsequent 
to Carranza’s recognition by this country. 

In pursuing the ‘‘plan of San Diego,” American men, women, and 
children were killed in Texas inside the international boundary. 

erican citizens driven from home, and American soldiers attacked 
and murdered at night. (See the testimony taken at San Antonio, 
Tex., pt. 8 of these hearings; also see note of Secretary Lansing, June 
20, 1916, printed in pt. 8, pp. 1215 et seq., with note, ‘‘The report of 
the Secretary of State has my approval,” signed ‘‘ Woodrow Wilson.’’) 


INTERFERENCE BY DEPARTMENTS THIS GOVERNMENT TRIAL VILLA— 
COLUMBUS MURDERERS. 


The Pershing expedition went into Mexico with the announced and 
sole purpose of the capture of Pancho Villa and his fiends who were 
engaged with him in the massacre of Americans on American soil in 
the State of New Mexico, on March 9, 1916. Some of those engaged 
with Villa in this massacre were wounded and captured at Columbus; 
they were indicted in Luna County, N. Mex., for murder, and when 
ready to be tried a representative of the Department of Justice pre- 
sented to the presiding judge a telegraphic request or suggestion from 
the. War Department and Department of Justice of the United 
States that such trial should be postponed upon the ground that it 
might cause complications with Mexico, 

The Supreme Court of Texas decided that Carranza was at war 
with the United States at this time, while this judge ruled against the 
contention of these murderers at Columbus, and that there was no 
state of war existing. (See testimony of Judge E. L, Medler, pt. 10, 
Pp. 1647 et seq.) 
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CARRIZAL MASSACRE AND WIHDRAWAL AMERICAN FORCES THERE. 


About the middle of June, 1916, while Pershing was yet in Mexico, 
a message was received by that general from Gen. Jacinto Trevino. 
of the Mexcian Army, notifying Pershing to the effect that he should 
not move his troops south, east, or west. 

Gen. Pershing immediately replied to the effect that he would 
move his troops in whatsoever direction pleased him and would only 
take orders from his own Government and that if he were attacked 
by Gen. Trevino’s forces he would immediately attack Trevino with 
his entire military strength. 

Within a day or two Pershing’s expedition at Carrizal, under 
command of Capts. Boyd and Morey, and Licut. Adair, were attacked 
by Trevino’s forces at that place: Boyd and Adair were killed; 
about 15 colored troopers were killed, and several made prisoners. 

Maj. Gen. Robert L. Howze, United States Army, in command 
of about 300 mounted troops, made his way to Santo Domingo 
Ranch within 9 miles of the battlefield at Carrizal, and rescued Capt. 
Morey and several of the troopers who had been wounded in the fight. 

Testifving before this committee, Gen. Howze states that he then 
had 300 mounted troops within 9 miles of the battlefield, and, in 
answer to the question ‘Did you feel competent to deal with the 
situation as it existed at and around Carrizal with the troops you 
then had?” he answered “Yes.” 

Without being allowed to go to Carrizal he returned to Casis 
Grandes under orders. The bodies of the dead at Carrizal were 
recovered by civilians sent down from El Paso by Gen. Bel. (Se 
testimony George Turner, colored trooper, pt. 12, p. 1561; testimony 
of Maj. Gen. Howze, pt. 12. p. 1568.) 

Following this Carrizal massacre Secretary Lansing addressed his 
note to Carranza criticizing him in the severest terms. (See pt. 
8, p. 1215.) 

We attempted to adjust matters with Mexico through a conference 
between Gen. Hugh Scott and Gen. Obregon at El Paso. The result 
was “nil.” 

We agreed then to the appointment of a committee with three 
Mexicans and three Americans to discuss matters of difference. 
This committee met and conferred for some time. The Mexican 
members refused positively to discuss any differences until American 
troops were removed from Mexican soil. 

Pershing was ordered out and—the committee adjourned without 
settling anv differences. 

Von Eckhardt was on such terms with Carranza that he could 
convey the Zimmerman note to Mexico, suggesting that Mexico 
should secure the assistance of the Japanese in a coalition against the 
United States, and should take over by conquest Texas, New Mexico, 
and Arizona. 

This was exactly the old “plan of San Diego.” 


MEXICAN I. W. W. AGITATION IN THE UNITED STATES. 


Under this plan Mexican laborers and others at Bisbee, Ariz., and 
at different points along the border of the United States and 10 
different mining camps were stating to other Mexicans upon tms 
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side that sooner or later they would take over the border States and 
return them to Mexico. (See testimony of Capt. Harry Wheeler, 
pt. 12, p. 1873, et seq.) 

Thus agitations developing along radical lines in Bisbee continued 
and are yet continuing. 

On December 13, 1919, the Army Intelligence reported that: 


The radical movement reported last week as being fostered in northern Sonora by 
Juan Farrel, Jesus Palma, and Arnulfo Cardenas, is said to be extending north of the 
international line into the United States. Delegates from this organization have. 
been preaching communism and Bolshevism among the miners on properties in 
Arizona. At one mine, the Tres de Mavo, situated 13 miles northeast ot Nogales, 
Anz., and 5 or 6 miles north of the international line, the appearance of these agitators 
resulted in such intolerable insolence on the part of the miners, and such threats of 
invasion from the Mexican side of the border. that the subdistrict commander at 
Nogales posted a Cavalry patrol in the neighborhood. This action quieted the agita- 
tion materially. 

Another hot-bed of radicalism is said to be in northern Coahuila. Bolshevist 
agitators operating in that region have made the Sabinas mines their headquarters; 
laborers there do not deny their Bolsheviki affiliations. This organization is said to 
have sent delegates to a number of Texas towns, notably El Paso, Marfa, Alpine, 
Del Rio, Eagle Pass, San Antonic, Laredo, Brownsville, and Galveston. 


The committee, from evidence in its possession, some of which has 
been given publicity, are convinced that Mr. Carranza and some of 
his advisers sought to take advantage of the recent strike of coal 
miners in the United States following the labor troubles in the steel 
industry; and the correspondence and papers, while they mav be 
found in other portions of the printed testimony, are again set forth 
here as follows, to wit: 


{Translation. ] 
VC, Mexico, June 14, 1919. 
Senor Lic. MANUEL AGUIRRE BERLANGA. 
EstEEMED Frien: Senor Lino Caballo. bearer of this letter, is the person who, in 
company with two friends, will bring to you the manifestos and the plan which they 
eire to put into practice in the State ot Texas. se 
This plan being very favorable for Mexico, please aid them in every way and give 
the necessary instructions in the frontier States. 
I remain, your affectionate friend, 
V. CARRANZA, 


al 


: [Translation,] 
VC. l Mexico, August 19, 1979. 
Licentiate MANUEL AGUIRRE BERLANGA. 

EsTEEMED Frrenp: The present (letter) will be handed you by Mr. Juan N. Garcia 
and the two friends from Texas who accompany him and, in accordance with our con- 
Versation, please give them the guaranties they request as well as the pecuniary 
elements they desire. i 

] remain, affectionately, your friend, 

V. CARRANZA. 


Num. 975, Words 20, Charges official. H. D. 9.30 a. m. 

From Mexico, F. D., National Palace, July 5, 1919. 

To Nuevo Laredo. Tamaulipas, via Federal (lines). 

Mr. Melquiades Garcia, consul of Mexico; residence, Mexican Consulate, Laredo, Tex. 
Chapultepec 3. Please deliver to Mr. Lino Caballo the sum of HGVRO. PNFTS 

dollars, according to credentials he will present to you. I greet you. 


a V. CARRANZA. 
~o. 975. 10.40a.m. F.R.C. 
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No. 1269. Words 25. Charges official H. D. 10.15 a. m. 
From Mexico, F. D., National Palace. July 5. 1919. 

To Nuevo Laredo Tamaulipas, via Federal dines). Urgent. 
Mr. Lino Caballo. residence, Hotel Vega. 

Your telegrain No. 25 dated in Lampasas to the President. Mexican consul in 
Laredo, Tex., already has orders to furnish you amount you indicate. I salute you 
affectionately. . 

BaraGay, 

No. 1269, 11.45a.m. F. R.C. 


Mexico City, Dispatch No. 5. 
Inclosure No. 1. 


My Drar * * *: Notwithstanding the extravagant and unrestrained character 
of my information I have pleasure in sending vou, in accordance with your desire 
expressed during our recent conversation, the notes taken by a secret gent at a meeting 
held here on the 15th instant by Lodge 23 of the agitators and extremists who, including 
several 1. W. W. agents. form in thie city their plang of bolshevik character. 

It seems that three delegates, two Americans and one Mexican, having arrived from 
the United States and presented themselves at the meeting, claimed that the society 
would be able at the beginning of next November to call a general strike of all mines 
and metal workers in the United States, that they have 3.000.000 adherents in that 
country where they will be able to seize one western and two Atlantic porte. They 
declare that a large number of American soldiers are preparing to take sides wit 
then, that in a tewn of Colorado they will establish the capital of the reformed Gov- 
ernment of the United States. It was stated further that handbills printed in Spanish 
would be sent from New York to Laredo by special carrier, announcing to Mexicans 
that the territory taken by the United States would be returned if the Mexican people 
agreed to join them. It was also stated that the strike, with many inducements, vill 
be extended later to Mexico by those who join in the revolution in the United state. 

As I have mentioned to you, the preposterous character of these statements does net 
appear to recommend credence. 

l am, my dear * * * 

Yours, very sincerely, 


{Translated copy of telegrams.] 


Number 958. Words, 28. Value, official. Time, 9.45 a. m. 
From Mexico, D. F., National Palace, Dec. 14, 1919. 

To Nuevo Laredo, Tamps., via Federal. 

Mr. Augustin Garza Peres; residence, Hotel Vega. 

Contents your telegram No, 215 dated Monterrey noted. President etates await 
there arrival of Luis N. Morrones, who will give you instructions appropriate actual 
circumstances. Greet you atfectionately. 

P. G. Farrag, 


Private Secretary of the President. 
No. 958, 11.45a.m. J.F. 


Number 75. Words, 54. Value, official. Pass No. 1367. Time, 1.20 p. m. 
From Nuevo Laredo, Tamps., December 14, 1919. 

To Mexico, D. F., National Palace, via Federal. 

Mr. Pedro Gil Farias, private secretary to the President. 


Your superior telegram No. 958, I have talked with Morrones here. He state 
does not deem trip convenient (or proper). Am leaving Tampico, where awat 
instructions. Caballo will stop at Monterrey for few days with his family (or friends). 
Greet you respectfully. : 

AGUSTIN Garza PEREZ. 

No. 76. 1.20p.m. FJ. 


[From private report to committee.] 


San ANTONIO, TEx., December 22, 1919. 
Senator ALBERT B. FALL. 

My Dear SENATOR: On December 14, 1919, Lino Caballo, Augustin Garza Peres, 
and D. H. Holguin arrived in Nuevo Laredo, Mexico, and registered at Hotel Vera 
from Monterrey, and were assigned to room No. 1. Their business was supe to 
have been to confer with Luis N. Morrones, who arrived at Nuevo Laredo, Mexico 
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on December 12, 1919, and registered at the Vega Hotel and was assigned to room 
No.7. Morrones departed for Mexico City on December 17, 1919. 

On November 8, 1919, Agustin Garza Perez and Antonio Villarreal arrived in 
Laredo, Texas, from El Paso and registered at the Pena Hotel, and left there on 
November 19 for Mexico City. 

Sincerely, 


One of these men, Garcia and various other Mexican agents, have 
been under observation for two years by United States officers and 
reports show the intimate connection of some of them with Mexican 
officials. (See Appendix in Gates testimony, pt. 19, p. 28486.) 

Fantastic and ridiculous as the “Plan of San Diego,” the Zimmer- 
man proposition, the notes of the mceting of Lodge 23 in the city of 
Mexico, Carranza letters referring to the proposed revolution, may 
appear to the sober people of the United States; to the Mexican agents 
and J. W. W., they are yet schemes and plans which have been 
seriously contemplated ae which we are justified in saying have not 
been abandoned. 

The Mexican Government, as shown by the testimony of Admiral 
Caperton, has received material for munitions factory from Japan and, 
as is well known, has for years been seeking a more or less close 
alliance with that country. 

The committee, of course, do not credit the suggestion that Japan 
itself contemplates any further alliance with Mexico at this time, 
than close trade relations, to secure which she may be willing to listen 
to wild suggestions from some enthusiastic hot-blooded Mexican. 
Nevertheless official reports of one of the departments of this Govern- 
ment contain some interesting suggestions which may justify con- 
sideration in connection with other matters contained in the present 
report. 

JAPANESE. 


Information has been received that there are more than 300 Jap- 
anese families established on the Limon Ranch, the million-acre 
property in the Xicotencatl district of Tamaulipas, reported some 
months ago as having been bought with a view to Japanese coloniza- 
tion. Much corn and sugar cane is raised on this land, and traces 
of oil are apparent. 

It is reliably reported that Japanese liners arrive at the port of 
Salina Cruz, Oaxaca, every 10 days; that the Japs enter Mexico 
through that port in increasing numbers every year; that they prac- 
tically control commerce on the Isthmus of Tehuantepec. It is 
urther intimated that much of the anti-Chinese propaganda so 
widely disseminated along the west coast may be traced to Japanese 
Sources; that thev are largely responsible for government deporta- 
tion of Chinese from Oaxaca to Chiapas and into Guatemala. 

he Mexican Government has granted a concession to a Japanese 
concern known as the Matsumato Trading Co. of Japan for the ex- 
Ploitation of all oil land on either side of the Tamesi River. Two 
representatives of this company, D. K. Komitte and T. A. Iskawa, 
ave been in the region for some time inspeciing the territory between 
ampico and Tuxpam. They were also provided with safe conducts 
go under cover into the Pelaez district with a view to purchasing 
some oil wells controlled by a Spanish company there. It is further 
reported that this Japanese concern 1s to finance the construction 
of a railroad between Tampico and Tuxpam. 
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Japanese interests are said to be planning to lay a cable from 
Salina Cruz, Oaxaca, to South American ports. In this connection 
attention is called to the information in the weekly report of Novem- 
ber 8, 1919, regarding the virtual Japanese absorption of the Isthmus 
of Tehauntepec country; also reported concessions by the Mexican 
Government to Japanese concerns for the construction of tliree rail- 
road lines across the isthmus. 

There are also to be found, if necessary, a series of letters and 
correspondence between the Mexican foreign office and one of its 
ministers, one of which is as follows: 


[Translation—Excerpts from letters.] 


Eliseo Arredondo, from minister of foreign affairs. 
Mexico Cry, July 20, 1919. 
There is much commercial activity in prospect and great manufacturing movement 
due to the initiative of rich Germans, to whom the government has the intention of 
lending its decided support. 
Aguilar will advise you how the treaty with Japan is coming along and I remain 
= convinced of the great advantage it will bring us for our national integrity. 


MEXICAN ATTACKS ON PRESIDENT WILSON. 


The committee has given ‘publicity heretofore, through a report 
made to the President of the United States and otherwise, to certain 
documents the authenticity of which can not be disputed, showing 
the attitude of Carranza toward the President of the United States 
of America, as, for instance: 

(Translation. 


MINISTRY or FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 
Mexico City, July 6, 1919. 
To His Excellency ELISEO ARREDONDO. 
Envoy Ertraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of Mesico in Madrid: 

Your note dated the 4th of the past month received. In view of the internal erns 
which the United States are experiencing, Wilson’s policy is provoking indignation 
among the parties and the press is attacking the President severely. He goe: imm 
one blunder to another and shows each day more clearly that he is a perfectly incom- 
petent person. 

If the failure in Europe were not sufficient, it would be corroborated by the mex- 

dient notes that we have received from Washington and which President Carranza 
ae answered with the impertinence those Yankees merit. J see in all this a crimiual 
intention to Intervene in our country. Time will show me to be right. 

AGUILAR. 


[Private correspondence of the President of the United Mexican States.] 


Mexico, D. F., June 29, 1913. 
Miss HerMILA GALINDO, 
Ignacio Ramirez Street, No. 6, City. 

EsrEEMED YouNG Lapy: It is necessary that your book the Carranza Doctrine, be 
finished in a short time, since I desire that you immediately proceed to write a secon 
part of it, for which eee ie I shall shortly send you a ‘‘bluebook, ” which we are about 
to publish and which wil serve to justify the attitude of my Government in ite system 
atic hostility toward foreign speculators, especially Americans and English. 

Do not forget my injunction to describe in lively colors the tortuosity of the American 

olicy with relation to our country, causing the figure of Wilson to stand well out 3 
the director of that policy. I also enjoin you to be very careful about the correction 
which I have made in the original (manuscript) which vou brought me. 

I salute you alfectionately, : 
V. CARRANZA. 


These documents are only set forth herein as evidence of the treat- 
ment of this Government and its officials by the Mexican Govern- 
ment and its officials. 
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During all the years which we have just been discussing—that is, 
from prior to the recognition of Carranza in 1915 to and including 
the present period—American property owners and American citizens 
have been suffering indignities at the hands of Mexicans, while the 
loss of life has reached such proportions finally that the list of inno- 
cent ecin dead in Mexico, as shown on page A of this report, is 
appalling. 

: our a have endeavored under the ninth head in this 
general discussion, as shortly as possible, to convey some information 
as directed as to— . 


ANY AND ALL ACTS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF MEXICO AND ITS 
CITIZENS IN DEROGATION OF THE RIGHTS OF THE UNITED 
STATES OR OF ITS CITIZENS. 


SUFFERING, STARVATION, DISEASE, AND ANARCHY THROUGHOUT 
MEXICO. 


We will only direct your attention for a few moments in closing 
to conditions as existing among the people of Mexico themselves. 
We have referred to the ie of property and ae that we have shed 
some light upon physical conditions of the so-called Republic. 

A reference to the report of Mr. (Exhibit 1), whose name must 
necessarily be suppressed, attached to and made a part of this report, 
will be found not only enlightening but instructive. The witness 
making this report has been known to the chairman of the committce 
for approximately 30 years. He is thoroughly familiar with Mexico, 
having ope eed end mined in that country for a great many years 
and speaks Spanish with great fluency. 

This report was made at the request of the committee that we 
might have the latest information based upon actual investigation 
extending from the Texas line over the National lines of Mexico to 
the City of Mexico, and back over the Central line and again to the 

oo border, with side trips into the different States along the 
Toute. 

Some of the statements may be considered of such an extravagant 
character as to need eorroboration. For instance, Mr. makes 
certain statements with reference to the prevalence of venereal 

lseases among the population of Mexico at this time. 

The testimony of Miss Agnes C. Laut, part 2, page 370, will, while 
More specific in its character, merely serve to corroborate the state- 
Ments made in the report referred to. Miss Laut is a writer of 
experience and a cultivated lady, who visited hospitals in the poorer 

istricts, slums, and byways of Mexico, for the purpose of ascer- 
taming and reporting to the Christian people of this country true 
Conditions in Mexico as she found them. 
At best, the opulation of Mexico is Of slow growth as compared 
with that of other nations, largely because of the character of the 
ferent populations of the country and the fact that in the outlying 
Istricts there is little sanitation and are to be found but few physi- 
Clans. The consequence is that while the estimated population 
m 1827 was approximately 7,500,000, the largest estimate which 
a8 ever been placed upon it since has been only 15,000,000. Of 
course it is impossible to say definitely now, as it always has been, 
What the population of Mexico really is. 
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From the testimony of various witnesses, as well as that of Mr. 
Henry Lane Wilson and Mr. -———, it is undoubtedly the fact that 
since 1910 the total population of Mexico, as of that date, hus very 
materially decreased. Mr. — ’s estimate of that decrease at 
5,000,000 out of the total may be exaggerated, but to those who know 
Mexico as he does, few would dare to contradict. his statement. 

For 10 years a new generation of boys has been reaching the age 
of IS each vear; each of those boys of the first period, that is to say. 
1911, would now be 27 vears of age and for 9 years will have known 
nothing but force and license and outlawry and robbery and violence 
and rape and rapine. 

It was said 8 years ago that in the rural districts of practically 
every State in the Union, there remained not a girl over the age of 
10 vears, who had not been ravished by some marauder or bandit or 
soldier. l 

Thousands of Mexicans among the poorer classes have sought 
refuge in the United States for the past 10 years, for the purpose of 
gaining a livelihood and ane starvation in their own country. 

Within 60 days prior to the middle of March of this vear, 1!0. 
there crossed the river at the international boundary line between 
Eagle Pass and Brownsville, Tex., such large numbers of Mexicans 
that it was impossible for the immigration and custom officials, aided 
by the State officials, to keep accurate account of their number. 
From the best evidence obtainable by the committee (see pt. H. i 
2142 to 2164, testimony of various witnesses) the estimate upon this 
number, placed by those who were accustomed to, and whose busines 
it was to handle Mexican labor, was that during this period 75,000 
Mexicans from the central Mexican States of Michoacan, Guanajuato. 
and Jalisco, with some from Guerrero, came into the United States 
between the points mentioned. 

The committee had the assistance of Government border officials. 
inspectors, ete.: of the Texas Rangers and of employment agents in 
interviewing these Mexicans, in the endeavor to ascertain the eeue 
of their immigration from Mexico. 

The universal story was that of famine, starvation, robbery. and 
outrage at the hands of their own people, both of Carrancistas and 
of those in revolution, who are always denominated by the Mexiczn 
poorer class as the “WVillistas.”” The only difference, in so far as the 
testimony shows, in the treatment received by the poor of Mexico is 
that the “Villistas” left them a little something to eat while the 

‘arrancistas took it all. 

Rumblings of the present revolution also had evidently been heard 
by these people and many of them state they were tired of fighting 
and gave this as one reason for their immigration. All, however. 
had one story in common: Crops attempted to be raised were sel? 
by bandits, and in many instances, wantonly destroved by turning 
horses or other animals into the field, or even by burning the crops 
upon the ground. 

This is hard for civilized people to realize, but vet ìf you turn to the 
testimony of one of your committees, taken in 1912, reincor poral 
part 17, page 2616, these hearings (testimony of Charles Smith, 
you Will find evidence that even at that date different bands gomg 
through the country did not attempt to discriminate between fightin 
men and noncombatants, and that every little village was considere 
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a fair object of loot, the women the playthings to be taren to camp 
and drooped by the roadside as another little village is reached, 
where another supply of women and loot might be obtained. 

Again this condition throws light upon the interesting subject of 
Mexico's population; that it is a fact that it is not a homogeneous 
peonle and Mexico not a nation but a population of diferent tribes 
with nothing, or little. in common between the different localities. 

Again as to this and other like conditions, refer to the testimony 
of Harry C. Donoho, part 14, paze 2130. 

This is the story of June, 1919: a two days’ trip horseback from 
sae Fernando to Tuxpam, the richest agricultural district in southern 

exico: 


We rode for two davs through absolutely the richest agricultural district in Mexico, 
with the prettiest little farms one could imagine, and passed village after village and 
corn fields where everything had been burned, and every time we would come to a 
little farm house or little village I would go up and try to arouse some one, and during 
that entire two days ride we didn’t see a single solitary soul. * * * 

In the Balcazar district, over near Tanhuijo, I found the Government had posted 
notices, adopting the plan of Weyler in Cuba, a concentration camp. Balcazar is 
also a rich SHC UGE district, * * * orders were that if the men were found 
outside the camp of Balcazar they would be hunted down and shot as rebels and they 
were not even permitted to plant their corn and their people were on the verge of 
starvation, * * * 

I saw three women killed at El Hijo when the Carrancistas came in there. At the 
town of Anona the Carrancistas gathered all the old women and little children and 
told them to leave the city, to go into the mountains, that they were going to burn 
the city: they gathered the young women and girls up in a group, between 120 and 
130, and took these girls and young women and delivered them over to the Carranza 
garrison at Los Naranjos, and the town was burned. 


This witness is testifying as an eyewitness. — 
Again to the testimony of Mr. ———, part 16, page 2459: 

We rode up * * * and called for some water. A woman answered that they 
had water but had no clothes and could not bring it out to us. ; 

During the same trip we saw a dozen people waiting around a sick cow until she 
died, and the owner skinned her; then they cut up and ate the meat. I asked them 
if they were not afraid to do it and they answered that they had as well die from bad 
meat as to starve to death. The people away from mining camps eat lizards, toads, 
burro meat, and anything they can get. 


Reports in the State Department will verify the evidence of eye- 
witnesses as reported by your committee. 


Mexico is without a government except as the form changes and 
one person or another, by force of arms, claims to represent a gov- 
ernment. 

The people of Mexico, that is, that great voiceless, submerged, in- 
articulate mass, the ‘‘SO per cent” whom President Wilson saw from 
the platform at Indianapolis several years since, are inarticulate ex- 
cept when they reach civilization on this side of the line and seek 
work from su yposedly despised Americans, that they may live and 
hope to send back a few dollars with which to rescue their families 
Tom starvation. 

heir condition has grown worse from day to day, month to month, 
and vear to year, and for 10 years the United States of America, that 
great Christian civilized Nation of the world, has stood by ‘‘ fiddling” 
While Mexico burned. 


WHAT, IF ANY, MEASURES SHOULD BE TAKEN TO PREVENT A 
RECURRENCE OF SUCH OUTRAGES, ETC. 


When this committee was appointed—and until it was complet- 
ing its investigations along the international border, March X- 
Carranza was the President of Mexico. 

Since that time Carranza has been overthrown, bv an armed 
revolution during which he 1s reported to have met his death. 

Carranza had been recognized by our Government as de jure 
President of Mexico, March 3, 1917. or a little later. 

This was a “conditional” recognition, as will be seen by reference 
to the note of this Government through “Representative” Parker 
at Queretaro, January 22, 1917. 


Recoenition is, as a general rule, absolute and irrevocable. 

Nevertheless, it may happen, by way of exception, that the recognition is condi 
tional or is given sub modo. Such is the case when certain chargzes or restrictions af 
imposed on a new state at the time when its independent existence is recogmized, 
such as an obligatory neutrality, commercial liberty, or religious liberty. li the 
restriction constitutes a condition, the powers which have subjected their recomnition 
to it have the right to insist upon the new State’s conforming itself to the condition 
imposed, and if it fails, to consider their recognition as not given. 

Examples of the restrictions imposed on the independence of a new State are the 
permanent neutrality of Belgium; the restrictions safeguarding retigious liberty, 
Imposed not only on Bulgaria, a semisovereign State, by Article V of the Treaty el 
Berlin, but also on Monteneero by Article X XVII of the same treaty; on Serbia by 
Article NX XV, aud on Roumania by Article XLIV; the restrictions imposed on the 
independent State of the Congo, in favor of commercial freedom, by the general at 


of tlhe Congress of Berlin of February 26, 1885. 


So savs John Bassett Moore. 


That an opportunity might be made peaceably to secure redress 
for the wrongs which American citizens and the American Gover- 
ment had suffered for so many vears at the hands of Mexico and 
Carranza, one of the members of this committee upon his persone 
initiative, offered a resolution on December 3, 1919, requesting the 
President to withdraw recogiition of the Carranza government. 

Had the President pursued the course suggested, we (the Unite 
States) would have been in a position to follow a course which might 
have resuited in an understanding with that Government. as a pre 
requisite to again recognizing it, or left us free to pursue any other 
course. 

Through the revolution and the death of Carranza we again have 
the opport unity heretofore presented upon several different occasions: 
To demand and secure assurances for the protection of our citizens 
in Mexico and upon her borders: for the performance by Mexico o 
her national and international obligations; for offering our effective 
assistance to the starving, downtrodden, bandit-ridden, and harasse 
yeople of Mexico, and for restoring the status of peace to our ow 
continent. | 

We are informed that a new “government” is being formed 0 
Mexico, In the ordinary course we would be called upon to dea 
with this new condition. 
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OUR COURSE SHOULD BE CLEAR. 


We should first follow one policy, viz: 


(a) Wait before recognizing Gov. de la Huerta as Presi- 
dent of Mexico until it shall be assured that his election is 


` approved by the Mexican people and that his administration 
` is possessed of stability to endure and of the disposition to 
. comply with the rules of international comity and the 
~ Obligations of treaties. (See Seward to Foster, May 16, 
+ 1877.) 


(b) We should let everyone who assumes to exercise 


authority in any part of Mexico know in the most unequi- 


vocal way that we shall vigilantly watch the fortunes of 
those Americans who can not get away, and shall hold those 


- Tesponsible for their sufferings and losses to a definite 
``, Teckoning. That can be and will be made plain beyond 


- the possibility of a misunderstanding. (President Wilsen’s 
~ address to Congress on Mexican conditions, Aug. 27, 1913.) 


(c) Repeat to the Mexicans now what Evarts said in 1878: 
“The first duty of a government is to protect life and prop- 


-< erty. This is a paramount obligation. For this govern- 
— ments are instituted, and governments neglecting or failing 


to perform it become worse than useless. This duty the 
vernment of the United States has determined to perform 
to the extent of its power toward its citizens on the border. 


` Itis not solicitous; it never has been, about the methods or 
__ Ways in which that protection shall be accomplished, whether 


y formal treaty stipulation or by informal convention; 


| Whether by the action of judicial tribunals or that of military 


| forces. Protection in fact to American lives and property is 
_ the sole point upon which the United States are tenacious.” 


Then, if satisfied as to (a) recognize De la Huerta (or successor) 
upon conditions plainly expressed and affirmatively accepted. that— 
Article 130 of the constitution of 1917 shall not apply to 
erican missionaries, preachers, ministers, teachers, or 
merican schools, nor to American periodicals, but that 
merican missionaries, ministers, and teachers shall be 
allowed freely to enter, pass through, and reside in Mexico, 
ere to freely reside, preach, teach, and write, and hold 


‘Property and conduct schools without interference by the 


authorities so long as such ministers, teachers, or mission- 


aries do not participate in Mexican politics or revolutions. 
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This clause of the constitution provides that no one except a 
Mexican by birth, may be a minister of any religious creed in Mexirw: 
that neither in public or private shall such minister criticize tl 
fundamental laws of the country, the authorities in particular or the 
Government in general. 

That no periodical of a religious character shall comment upon anr 
political affairs of the Nation, nor publish any information regardinz 
the acts of the authorities or of private individuals in,so far as the 
latter have to do with public affairs. | 

That ministers are incapable legally of inheriting by will frr 
ministers of the same creed, or from any private individuals to when 
they are not related by blood within the fourth degree, ete. , 


That article 3 shall not apply to any American teaching 
or conducting primary schools. 


This article prohibits any minister or any religious corporate 
establishing or directing schools of primary instruction. 


That none of the provisions of article 27 of said constitu- 
tion with reference to limitations upon rights of property 
heretofore acquired by Americans, or which may hereafter 
be acquired, shall apply to Americans except where the 
limitation is written in the decd, lease, or other instrument 
of title, and particularly: 

The provision of said article to the effect that the subsoil 
products other than of metalliferous minerals shall be the 
property of the National Government of Mexico, to be dis- 
posed of by decree or by law, shall not apply to the proper! 
of American citizens purchasing from other individuals ot 
from State, national, or municipal authorities of Mexico. 
unless the limitation or reservation with reference to such 
subsoil products shall be written in the original deed of 
other instrument of conveyance transferring the surface of 
the property to such American purchaser. 

That the prohibition against the ownership of properly 
in lands, waters, or their appurtenances, or against the 
concessions for the devclopment of mines, waters, 0 
mineral fuels in the Republic to foreigners, skal! not apr’! 
to American citizens. 

That subsection 2 of said article 27 shall not apply " 
church properties or Episcopal residences, rectories, semi- 
naries, orphan asylums, or collegiate establishments ° 
religious institutions or schools held or owned by Americans. 


(This clause operates without condemnation or other process to 
confiscate the property above mentioned.) 
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That the subdivisions of subsection 7 of article 27 de- 
scribed as a, b, c, d, and e shall not apply to the property 
of any Americans now owned under whatsoever title or 
which may hereafter be acquired, except where distinct 
reservations and limitations covering such provisions are 
affirmatively set out in the documents or evidences of title 
or transfer of such property. 


(This is the provision under which the State governments are 
directed to and under which Sonora. through De la Huerta as gov- 
ernor, attempted to subdivide purely grazing pastures, positively 
unfitted for cultivation, owned by American citizens and others, 
without judicial process, but by mere administrative action, both as 
to survey and as to fixing the value, and in payinent for which the 
owners are forced to accent what is known as an agrarian bond of 
the State of Sonora over our protests and as a matter of fact known 
to be entirely worthless.) 


That article 33 of said constitution, providing that “The 
Executive shall have the exclusive right to expel from the 
Republic forthwith and without judicial process any for- 
eigner whose presence he may deem inexpedient,” shall 
not apply to American citizens who shall, when they so 
demand, have access to their consulate or consular agent or 
diplomatic representative and have the right to avail them- 
selves of the assistance of such officials, and until after due 
Judicial proceedings upon application of such American. 

That such agreement should provide for the immediate 
appointment of a claims commission to pass on all claims 
for damage to Americans in Mexico, or upon its boundaries, 
the committee to be composed of American citizens appointed 
by the President of the United States, and a like number of 
Mexican citizens to be appointed as that Government may 
n said agreement provide, and that the decision of this 
commission shall be binding upon the respective govern- 
ments and shall be immediately carried out by the payment 
of the damages adjudged. 

That a like commission should be in such agreement pro- 
vided for the settlement of disputes concerning the inter- 
national boundary and waters of the Rio Grande River and 
of the Colorado River, and particularly the Chamizal dis- 
pute and the Colorado River irrigation complication, with 
power to such commission to render a decision for the pay- 
ment of money and transfer of property, if any, necessary 
in the final settlement of such dispute. 


af 
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It is not necessary to attempt here to point out all the provisions 
of this constitution of a similar character to those above referred to. 

Having recognized any Mexican government upon the conditions 
as above set forth, then not only the moral support but financial ad 
without stint in so far as same is necessary for the refunding of all 
Mexican bends, including external as well as the internal debt, with 
additional funds in sufficient amounts to rehabilitate all Mexican 
railroads and to maintain same, and also sufficient amounts to enable 
the recognized government to reestablish, organize, and thoroughly 
equip a purely national army not belonging to any particular chie, 
chieftain, or general, but operating solely under the national govem- 
ment, which shall immediately proceed where necessary to disarm 
all other armed forces or individnals in the Republic; together with 
sufficient funds to enable the Mexican Government to buy and pay 
for all arms and equipment which may be brought in and surrendered 
by individuals or armed bands or so-called armies. 

Preferably this aid should be extended by the people of the United 
States as a national loan from them to the people of Mexico, upon 
long time and with moderate rates of interest, so that Mexico may 
not be compelled to refund her debt and finance her necessities 
through appeal to individuals and by granting special privileges or 
concessions to such individuals. i 


We havethe legal right and it is our duty to refuse to 
recognize any government in Mexico which will not agree 
by way of a treaty to the foregoing conditions of recog- 
nilion. 

Should any government proposing to be recognized refuse 
to accede to the foregoing conditions of recognition, immedi- 
ate renewed notice should be given as suggested under b 
and c, with the statement to the de facto officials where- 
ever found: | 

That action would follow the warning in each and every case where 
action was necessary to preserve life or the property of an American 
citizen. , 

Following such warnings and statements, should such 
government not theretofore have restored order and peace 
in the Republic of Mexico and effectively extended protection 
to our citizens after due notice to the Mexican people 
that we would not war with them but in the words of 


McKinley that— 


“First. In the cause of humanity and to put an end to the barbarities. bloodshed, 
starvation, and horrible miserics now existing there, and which the parties to the 
contlict are either unable or unwilling to stop or mitigate ” 
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That we will send a police force consisting of the naval 
and military forces of our Government into the Republic of 
Mexico to open and maintain open every line of communi- 
cation between the City of Mexico and every seaport and 
every border port of Mexico. 

And that we owe to our citizens in Mexico and those who 
have been driven out of that country, the duty, as McKinley 
said : 

“To afford them that protection and indemnity for life and property which no gov- 
ernment there can or will afford and to that end to terminate the conditions that 
deprive them of legal protection.” 

In the giving notice that we are not warring upon the 
Mexican people, we should request their assistance; or at 
least that they refrain from joining any armed bands in any 
attacks upon our troops or forces, whose purpose would 
simply be the restoration of peace and order; protection of 
our own citizens; protection of Mexican citizens; restora- 
tion of American citizens to their properties; the affording 
of opportunity for the opening of mines, fields, and factor- 
ies; and last, to afford the opportunity for the Mexican 
people themselves, in whatsoever manner they desire, to 
constitute a Mexican government of serious, competent, 
honest, and honorable men who will meet the civilized 
-world upon a friendly ground and bind themselves to deal 
with other people as they themselves would be dealt with. 

Respectfully submitted. 

ALBERT B. FALL, 
Chairman. 


Frank B. BRANDEGEE, 
M. A. SMITH, 


Wasuineton, D. C., May 28, 1920. 


Subcommittee. 


Exhibit 1. 


{Confidential.] 
San Antonio, TEX., April 17, 1920. 


Senator ALBERT FALL. 
Senate Chamber, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Senator: Alter a four weeks’ trip into Mexico, I have returned home 
unharmed and without meeting with any accident. Thinking that perhaps vou 
would be interested to learn mv impression of things Mexican as thev appeared to me, 
with an outline of present conditions and tendencies from my pint of view. [ am 
writing this letter. : 

Itis needless tò inform vou that although the entire committees elected to investi- 
gate Mexican affairs are censured, as busybodies. upon vour head as chairman ot the 
committee is concentrated the hatred and curses of the Carranza tribe. 1 ivund, 
however, amongst a certain class approval of the committee's work. The opini» of 
this class is that conditions continue to grow worse and there is no way to improve 
them without the aid and assistance of the American Government. 

On March 15 I crossed the Rio Grande into Laredo, Mexico. and immediately the 
destruction and ruin wrought by the revolution became evident on every side in the 
shape of burned and dyvnamited houses and other properties, only a few of winch 
have been repaired. Alorg the railroad line between Laredo and Monterey, cpital 
of the State of Nuevo Leon, all section houses, stations. water tanks, and much priate 
property presented a scene of ruin and desolation that can only be apprecisted by 
seeing it. Upon our arrival at Monterrey, we found the fine depot there in mins, an 
although this happened several vears ago, there is no sign of restoration, which hardly 
agrees with the claim that Mexico is again enjeving peace and prosperity. At 5.30 
p. m. we arrived at Saltillo where we were sidetracked till 3.30 a. m. of the 1th, in 
order to avoid passing through a certain stretch of country regarded as a danger zone 
between Saltillo and San Luis Potosi, in the night. And the same ruin of railroad 
and private property was noticeable here as on the previous day. 

I spent the 17th, Sth, and 19th at Sen Luis Potosi. and although I saw some wreck- 
age in the city. upon the whole it had suitered the least of all cities I visited. 
fonnd the magnificent depot, which was finished in 1910, in ruins, but it perhaps 
was an accident and not mere vandalism which produced most of the wreckage wrorght 
hy the revolution. T was informed by edilable W linesses that there are poipts less 
than 50 miles from the city which it would be verv unsafe for anyone who wore even 
respectable clothes, to venture. Most of the large haciendas are deserted with all 
their improvements in a state of absolute ruin and unfortunately this applies to We 
whole State as well es adjoining States. ‘< 

On the 19th, continuing south, I found the 326 miles of railroad which connects 
San Luis Potosi and Mexico City with its stations, section houses, water tanks an 
many of the private properties adjacent to the road, in the same state of ruin and 
abandonment as marked the 477 miles between Laredo and San Luis Potosi. Itis 
well known that the physical condition of this road was exceptionally fine prior to the 
present revolution, and few roads anywhere were better administered. 

I tarried eight days in Mexico City, and while there I visited many of the suburbs 
and although I found the city congested by 2 large increase of population, the result 
of the country people seeking safety, 1 found everywhere signs of decadence without 
being able to observe any return to that appearance of prosperity and progress 30 
noticeable in the years just preceding the revolution begun by Madero. 

[n talking with people in the city | found a universal cord of distrust and anxiety, 
fearful that another period of revolution was approaching. And this feeling was litte 
less noticeable among the supporters of Carranza than the other factions. Among thè 
“gente decente” I found no rainbow of promise, no star of hope, through the election 
of any of the candidates now aspiring for the presidency: thev regard them all as men 
who have already been tried and found wanting. and believe nothing good can sping 
from a source so vile. i 

I saw Mr. Bonillas’s entrance into the City of Mexico on March 21. Mr. and 
myself went to the Alameda to see the promised parade, and while waiting ther? we 
gaw several hundred soldiers and many thousands of civilians—among whom were 
the different guilds ot laborers—pass by on their way to the depot, and we ielt juste 
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fied in expecting to see a large and, to us, interesting parade, in which perhaps would 
he Mr. Carranza, or at least most of his cabinet. But to our utter astonishment, Mr. 
Bonillas, like a flash of lightning from a clear sky, suddenly darted past us in an auto 
surrounded by an escort of horsemen, at the highest rate of speed possible, as if afraid 
ofan ambush. And it is probable that such a precaution on his part was prudent, 
as about 300 ha before he reached usin the vicinity of the Iron Horse, a demonstra- 
tion was made against him by the followers of Obregon, so it was said. And this was 
the signal for an onslaught by the police, which resulted in the arrest of about 147 
persons, among them 5 deputies, partisans of Obregon. It was claimed that the 
laborers that went to the depot to welcome Bonillas were each paid 1 peso for such 
a spontaneous display of patriotism. Although I do not know, yet from inquiry 
I believe this charge was true, in part at least. 

Iwas unable to learn anything of interest about the status of Mr. Jenkins. Most 
of the Americans with whom I talked think he haa been very shabbily treated by 
our Government. While I was there the papers of the city had very conspicuous 
headlines saying that Mr. Jenkins had renounced his American citizenship. How- 
ever, in reading the news article, it was clear that he had done nothing of the kind. 
He had, however, agreed to comply with that article in the new constitution which 
permitted an American citizen to hold property if he promises not to appeal to his 
country for protection for said property. Mr Jenkins, according to this article, in 
order to save a certain water right he claimed, submitted to this demand of the Gov- 
emment, which seemed to regard it as a great victory. In spite of the fact that our 
Government has stated that such renunciation on the part of an American citizen 
under duress could not operate. 

On the 28th I left Mexico City over the old Mexican Central line, and the same signs 
ol decadence and ruin were observable there that was seen on the line between Laredo 
and Mexico City in the shape of skeletons of trains burned, depots wrecked, section 
houses destroved, and water tanks in ruin, with gnarled rails so twisted by heating 
them with burning ties as to render them useless, visible al] along the line. T will 
give vou a8 a concrete example of travel over this line the time required to reach 
Juarez, when reached at all, and the prior-war time. Prior to the revolution it took 
two days and nights, whereas now it takes five days and four nights, with a very 
inferior train service. 

The 29th and 30th I spent in Zacatecas, a mere wreck of its prerevolutionary status. 
The census of 1910 showed a population of 28,000, whereas now the consensus of 
onion of those living there is that there are not more than 9,000 inhabitants there. 
While only a few of the large buildings in the center of the city have been destroved, 
thousands of houses on the outskirts are tumbling down from mere neglect and aban- 
denment. The large building that housed most of the state offices, with the post 
ofice and several of the federal offices, was blown down and no effort to rebuild it has 
ever been made. 

There is gn incipient mining revival at Zacatecas, but it has not yet gone far enough 
fotell how it will end. Several large English concerns, already heavily interested 
M mining in the country, but with increased capital from home, have taken options 
several of the old historic mines of the camp, besides making many denouncements 
ot abandoned ground. This activity of the English extends to a large part of the 

epublic, and only the future can tell what the results will be. One of these same 

nglish concerns have leased a large mine at Fresnillo from the Robert Towne interests 
= are busily engaged in enlarging a 700-ton mill to a capacity to treat 2,000 tons 

ay, i 

On the 3lst I continued mv troil north and found the same wreckage and ruin 
everywhere. At Calera, 20 miles north of Zacetecas, bong an important piace with 
offices and large station buildings, ete., we found nothing but standing walls. with, 
U possible, a more desolate and ruined appearance greeting us farther north. At 
Canitas, where you have doubtless heen many times, when vou were at Nieves 
'ISS3-8.-1—as it was the station for that eamp—f took the short eut route to Durango’ 
City, built since the revolution began. And although this seems to be sabent the 
Most, dilapidated and abandoned region I saw, presenting the appearance of the mouth 
ta volcano when compared with the more distant regions affected by it. but the 
depots, section houses, and water tanks all being of stone and new, presented a nice 
appearance when compared to some other stretches over which T had passea. But 
upon visiting the pueblos and the country districts the reverse is true, as it is the 
Worst I saw on mv entire trip. 

I made aside trip to Sombrerete, which prior to the revolution was a very important 
mning camp, as well as the headquarters for large stock growing, especially sheep. 

18 place itself—although ] was informed there are other places yet worse in the same 
region—but here I saw the worst vandalism I met with anywhere. Hundreds of houses 
ave been wrecked on the main streets of the pueblo during the battle that was fought 
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there on the 8th, 9th, and 10th of May, 1911, when the Madero forces captured it, and 
they remain now just as they were left then, outside of removing some oi the detns 
from the streets. Due to the bad conditions prevailing there and the impossibility ¿i 
living there, other hundreds of houses were abandoned and the pueblo is now only a 

shade of its prerevolutionary size and importance. It then had a population of over 
10,000 souls, now it has less than 3.000. The Zaragoza Hacienda, owned by Floris 
brothers, large stockmen, consisting of 433,000 acres, stocked with 200.00) heal cf 
sheep, 10,000 cattle, and 8,000 horses and mules, situated about 20 miles nurth cf 
Sombrerete, is now entirely denuded of all its stock and the fences and all other im- 
provements are completely ruined except some of the walls to their houses. This was 
a model ranch, and besides the stock, 21,000 acres was cultivated in corm, wheat, 
beans, and barley. This is but a sample of what has happened to all the ranche: in 
that part of the country, and will with equal fidelity apply to the majority oi the 
ranches in all parts of the Republic. 

These men tell me that as full-handed as they were when the revolution came, it 
will be absolutely impossible for them to restock their place. and they propise t ask 
the aid of American capital to join them and furnish the capital to resteck it, taking 
one-half interest in the business with them. These same men insist that a large part 
of the large ranches of Mexico will inevitably fall into the hands of Americans because 
the owners in many cases not only lack funds to rehabilitate their properties. but 
many of them have large mortgages hanging over them, preventing them absolutely 
from any hope of reestablishing their business. 

April 1 I continued my trip to Durango City and found the decay and ruin no les 
pronounced here than between Canitas and Sombrerete. I was engaged in conver- 
sation by an apparently educated and fairly decent looking fellow from San Luis 
Potosi and the burden of his conversation was politics. He was a very strong Obre- 
gonist and openly avowed that if Mr. Obregon failed of election that his partisirs 
were determined to put him in the chair even though it required war to do it. | 
found another partv in Durango City expressing himself in the same manner, and in 
fact I found considerable numbers of that opinion and unafraid to express ther 
opinions. 

Many of the very best buildings of Durango City were dynamited and bumed 
after they had been looted. and the reconstruction there is insignificant to date. 
They even carried their destruction so far that some overzealous general cut dow 
the great shade trees in the main plaza of the city and made a desert of what had 

formerly been a pleasant oasis in which the weary traveler rested in Durango. 

I remained three days and during that time I learned that business was at a very 
low ebb, I soon discovered—what I had been told and observed in several othet 
cities—that the stocks of goods were very short and that stores that in prewar days 
had carried a stock of 500,000 pesos were now carrying nearer 50.000 stock, and the 
same applies to lesser stocks, and is very general throughout the country. I ¥3 
there Holy Week, and the streets were lighted up, but I was told by residents that 
was only a gala day event and not an everyday occurrence. I found many of the 
ranchers living in the city and afraid to even visit their places for more than a few 
hours. if at all. The State and city treasuries are fundless and the governor has 
attempted to impose a half per cent on all sales, and there is a fight on about it now, 
the merchants claiming that thev are paying every cent of taxes that thev nossibly ean. 

A railroad is being slowly extended into the timber region of the State west fmm the 
citv. I am told there has been no trouble in the Sierra Madres for a long time, thè 

overty of the region in eatables, etc., prevents them from remaining there. The 
bandits or patriots, just as one chooses to dub them, stay in the mountains close to the 
plains or large centers of population, since it is in such places they can secure me- 
thing to live on. In the mountain ranges between Durango City and Torreon these 
bandits live and prey upon the people living there., A common idea among Amenans 
ig that if we had war with Mexico guerrilla bands would go to the mountains, and there 
slay havoc with our soldiers. Nothing is more unlikely than this. since it would be 
absolutely impossible for them to live in that region a large part of the year. 

On the 5th I continued my trip to Torreon, and found the wreckage and ruin little 
less accentuated than in other parts of the trip. I found that considerable vandalism 
had been committed at Villa Lerdo, Gomez Palacios, and Torreon, the last named the 
least damaged. Although Torreon was very dirty and far from prepossessing as a place 
to live, vet I easily observed a vigor and energy that I had not encountered elsewhere. 
Torreon has been blessed with a very fine cotton crop. for which a very high price was 
obtained. This brought to that city a large amount of new capital far beyond the 
usual lot of such things. The cotton crop 1 was informed must have averaged at least 
1} bales to the acre, and this was sold at about 40 cents a pound, an unusual yie 
which was sold at an unusual price, 
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There is some activity among the mines, with many, owing to the high price of the 
metals, anxious to start operations, but they are laboring under many difficulties and 
beset with many obstacles in the shape of lack of supplies of all kinds, shortness of 
labor and the dilapidated condition of the transportation busincss of the country. 
The smelter at Velardena is going ahead slowly. the Mapimi is running fairly well, and 
the Torreon smelter is preparing to start up soon, With the present political unrest 
and a universal fear of a new revolution it is diflicult to make a guess that is worthy of 
consideration of what will be the result of the present attempt to open the mines in 
so many regions at once. 

I visited Mr. ———, who as you know was a forced guest of Gen. Villa for 15 days 
during the month of February. He savs of his capture that: “I was awakened about 
2a.m. by my mozo ushering two or three men into my bedroom. My first thought 
was that it was an attempt to rob me, and I grabbed my pistol, but, sceing the house 
iull of men, Igaveitup. I was commanded to get up and dress, which I did. T was 
permitted to carry a great coat with me, which I found to be convenient as well as 
great comfort, as the nights were cold. 

I was put on a horse that was not overly prepossessing, dressed with a saddle a 
little worse than the horse, and without stirrups. We rode all that dav toward the 
mountains. I soon understood that Villa had about 80 men in this bod yeuard of his, 
as he called it. This band was well armed and well mounted and carried about. 250 
cartridges each. The living was rather hard, conristing mostly of tortillas and beans, 
since, due to the lack of stock in the region through which we traveled, it was impos- 
sible to have meat. From time to time we ran onto some small ranchito where a 
chicken or two was found, and I was always invited on those gala occasions. 

Villa told that there would be a united effort made against Carranza some 
time during the summer, and he thought it would not be until after the presidential 
election had taken place, as he thought that would furnish a new issue for patriots 
to rally around. i 

He savs that Villa was shot twice, once above and once below the right knee. but 
that now he is just as well as he ever was and presents the appearance of a man of 
steel. Ie says that while riding along one day Villa came up behind him and told 
him that he could run two leagues, and he replied that he did not doubt it. A few 
hours later he came up by his eide, jumped otf his horse and struck a run, and he 
aoe it up for about 5 miles and forced him to prod his horse into a gallop most of the 

ime. 

On the 8th I traveled from Torreon to Saltillo, over the Coahuila Pacific, 191 miles, 
and found the wreckage and destruction no less pronounced than on the rest of my 
tnp to that point. I wired Mr. ——— to mect me, if convenient, at the station of 

arras. He, without any questioning on my part, at once told me that anv one who 
believed that conditions in Mexico were improving were simply mistaken. His 
opinion is that there is no improvement at all, but there is a gradual decay and dis- 
Integration in everything and in all directions. He is working a ranch about four 
miles from the pueblo, but will not live there, fearful that some freebooters who have 
long made their home in a mountain range about 10 miles north of the place, might 
seize him and hold him for ransom. This band that has made those mountains their 

ome for a long time are immune from harm at the hands of Carranza’s forces, and 
this, according to his way of thinking, is conclusive proof that Carranza’s crowd do 
hot want them lest their calling as gencrals might end and leave them without a job. 

Upon arriving at Saltillo we found the streets that approached the railroad stations 
brilliantly lighted, but upon more careful examination we saw that ail others were 
conspicuous for lack of lights. Saltilllo su flered some in the way of vandalism but 
less than most other cities of the Repvblic. With the exception of a very small area 
lying adjacent to the city all the surrounding country is laying fallow and the owners 
of tnost of the ranches are afraid to even Visit them, let alone try to live on them and 
Work them. All the region to the east of the city, which is by far the best part of that 
State, is nonproducti e, hence as a natural consequence the city is ext off from most 
of its support and business is very dull. Asin Durango I noticed that the stocks of 
goods were very reduced compared to those carried before the revolution began. 

Tere, as elsewhere, | found much discussion of politics with considerable bitterness 
displayed in many instances. ‘There is inch fear of a revolution as soon ag the election 
18 over, as most of the people believe it is a foregone thing that Bonillas will either be 
made the President or that Mr. Carranza will use Bonillas to create a wrangle, and he 
will thereupon ask Congress to declare the election illegal and be asked to remain till 
a new election can be held. 

On the 10th I returned to Laredo, and crossed over the bridge the next morning, 
without other incident than being asked if I had any gold on my person. I replied 
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by opening my purse, I showed 35 pesos Mexican gold and $10 American gold piece, 
and olfered them the Mexican while I retained the American gold. but they said that 
I could not take any gold out with me. I received American bills forit. I thought it 
rather exacting that 1 was asked to give up our own national coin, but made no objec- 
tion as it was of no importance to me. American gold goes there everywhere and in 
most places paper money goes also. but gold is preferred by a large part of the people, 
and soine refuse to accept our paper money at all. 

I will say that prior to the revolution I was a frequent traveler over the same route 
I was traveling on my recent trip, and in those a pee everything looked new, well 
preserved, and the people all prosperous, with plenty of food even for the poorest to 
eat. The railroads were all in good shape, with fine trains always on hand to ac- 
commodate any demand that might be made upon them, and at a very cheap rate. 
As with the passenger, so with the freight, which was both cheap and well served. 
I sometimes fear that the so-called progressives and the would-be reformers may in 
time bring our country to Just such a state as now exists there. I have concluded that 
the words *' progressive” and “reformer” are merely used by most people to give to 
airy nothingness a local habitation and a name, and are nothing more than an incipient 
socialism that gradually grades into anarchism. 

The finances of the country are in a deplorable condition. Many imagine that cash 
is very bountiful in Mexico now, deceived by a mere appearance as seen in the hands 
of individuals. They do not stop to consider that there are no banks. hence no checks 
or other evidences of liquidation that usually enter so largely into circulation. With 
100 pesos of Mexican gold one seems to be loaded down with cash, whereas in case 
of a check even for 10,000 pesos we see little evidence of the transaction, So. with 
bills, one carries 500 or 1,000 pesos in bills, in his vest pocket and it attracts no atten- 
tion, but with the saine amount of gold he has all his pockets full. 

The States, cities, and Federal treasuries are all bankrupt. and they are trying to 
raise a higher tax on unused properties and unproductive business, which sooner or 
later will put them all in the mundial pawnshop. There are no funds to pay teachers. 
to meet the governmental obligations, or to keep the public utilities in working order. 
The report from the City of Mexico shows that the impoverished people are called 
upon to raise for the Federal Governinent nearly double what it did during the pres- 
perous years under Diaz. If such a policy is followed instead of using the surplus or 
the produetive energy of the people it is like a bear hibernating, which is consuming 
its surplus of fat—a course that if continued long enough will ultimately bring on 
death by starvation. The 109.000.000 or 110.000.000 pesos raised by Diaz in 1909 and 
1910 left a surplus of 29.000.090 pesos, and it came from business transacted and not 
as a direct. tax upon all property. 

There isa dearth of change in Mexico now that renders all business troublesome and 
expensive. One seldom sees any silver change, and while this applies to the whole 
country it is absolutely so with reference to the City of Mexico, being a little less pr- 
nounced in the States. The change in the city consists of the 50 centavos and 1 pes» 
bills: the 1. 2, 5, 10. and 20 centavos copper coins, with an occasional nickel; and 
besides, and the most convenient elements as they are more plentiful, are the 5 and 10 
centavos street car tickets, which are redeemable in gold coin, It is impossible to 
understand why the Government does not coin plenty of small silver change, as there 
isan abundance of silver being produced there to quickly supply any defciency that 
could exist for small change in business transactions. There has been a bitter fight 
made against the new paper money, and the laborers when they accept it do so with 
the proviso that it must be redeemed by those who issue it upon demand. and those 
companies that use it have regular days for redemption, 

it as very harmful and renders small businesa, which represents a large part of the 
business, as the oe people of Mexico buy in extremely small quantities, and to try 
toemake these deals without plenty of small change is costly and troublesome. 
Recently the Government has bought a large lot of copper which it intends to con 
for change, and although this would be very burdensome for large transactions, 1t 
will facilitate the smaller ones. To give you an idea how lack of change atfecte 
business, it is suflicient to inform you that often to secure change costs from 4 to 10 
per cent, In buying a paper which costs 6 cents in the city it is very seldom that 
the exact change can be made, and hence the paper usually costs from 1 to 4 cents 
more than its price, and the same Is true when paving for a shave or a shoe shine. 
On the street cars one is easily accommodated, as the price is either 5 or 10 centavos, 
and one hands over a 900-centavo bill, and he gets back the exact change in street- 
ear tickets, which furnish him ready change for some other transaction, Amencan 
change is being used largely in the northern States and this relieves the situation 


there. ; Ia . . 
Transportation difficulties and handicaps would, were there no other obstacles to 


combat, render business very dillicult and place upon it such ba urden that it wou 
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not thrive as we now find it in Mexico. I will cite two or three instances that merely 
show the rates paid without mention of the delay and other burdens that oppress it. 
Mr. Carlos Bently, of Zacatecas, had an auto shipped from Piedras Negras to Zaca- 
tecas, and as nothing less than acarload would be received as freight he was compelled 
to pay 425 pesos, the minimum charge for express between those two points. Had he 
shipped a full carload he would have had to pay the 425 minimum charge with the 
express at the usual rate on the other three cars. It seems that the Government will 
not accept any freight, but has turned everything toexpress. This hardly agrees with 
the saying that there is nothing ina name. It isa casein which by a play upon words 
a maximum of cost is made for a minimum of performance. I saw a waybill on a car- 
load of oranges from Guadalajara’ to Saltillo, about 600 miles, showing a charge of 898 
pesos for that service. This, too, was express. an 

This does not apply to many private companies and individuals who are operating 
trains over the Government lines. They ship heavy stuff as freight and in order to 
facilitate their own business they are forced to grant the best rates they can. These 
concerns are badly handicapped, too, as they are compelled to aT up and run their 
own trains and pay the Government the regular freight rates as though it had been 
done by the Government. 

The labor situation is in a bad way just now, and to the man who uses his common 
sense, it is distressingly difficult to figure out either an antidote or a remedy. The 
laborers are restless, dissatisfied, and unreliable, accompanied with an apparent 
scarcity even though business and industry of all kinds are at almost a standstill, 
This condition certainly forecasts a tremendous scarcity should the country again 
enter upon an era of reconstruction relieved of the incubus of revolution. 

I saw where Mr. in his testimony before your committee seems to imagine 
that Mexico has not lost more than 2,000,000 people since the revolution began, but 
I have talked and figured on that question and feel that I am within the truth when 
I say that Mexico has lost not less than one-third of all her population. I figure that 
from 200,000 to 300,000 have perished directly from fighting in the war, nearer the 
former than the latter number, 300,000 have left the country permanently, and 
400,000 temporarily. 

But the great losses have been from death, from starvation and sickness. Doctora 
whom I know well and who have kept in touch with the situation through the entire 
duration of the revolution, all agree that the deaths have been alarming at some 
periods. For a lonz time at Zacatecas there was a death rate of from 40 to 50 a day 
from starvation and sickness, largely due to malnutrition, and the same was true 
of almost every town and all over the country at dilferent periods since the devasta- 
tion began. was talking with * * * a few days ago in Torreon, and he told 
me he had seen them die there by the thousands from starvation. Then we have 

d two or three periods in which the whole country was ravaged by tifo and other 
scourges. Then the flu during the last two vears has killed off not less than 300,000. 
pons coming from all parts of the country in 1918 showed a frightful death rate, 
and it extended all over the country. 

I have asked the opinion of some of the most intelligent Mexicans that I know of, 
having 15,000,000 inhabitants at the beginning of the revolution, what is the number 
there now, and most of them have replied less than 10,000,000, and I believe that 
if one would investigate the matter carefully from every angle that he will conclude 
that fully 5,000,000 have disappeared from the country. At Cuencame I was told 
by an American friend who had lived there about 25 years, Working mines, about 
three years ago that he counted over 900 new made graves in the graveyard, none 
of whom were killed in battle. The same comes from all directions. 

While I was in Mexico in March I saw it published, as coming from one of the bureaus 
of public health, that 77 per cent of the people were infected with venereal diseases. 

his notice advised them to send some of their blood to the department that they 
might be instructed how to treat it. I have since talked with several doctors, and 
they have placed the percentage much higher, ranging from 85 per cent to 99 percent. 
If these statements are approximately correct, 1t means that the physical fiber of 

ose people must be far from sound, and therefore incapable of reproducing offspring 
other than physically weak and morally base. It is easy for a close observer to see 
In the very looks of a large number of Mexican women the photograph of the hell 
through which they have passed engraved upon their countenances. And what 
Ideals the man who was instrumental in bringing about such a social state possesses 
18 beyond the ken of mortal mind to understand. 

The political situation in Mexico is neither promising nor hopeful, although it is 
easily understood so far as the aspirants for the Presidency is concerned. Carranza 
evidently has two strings to his bow, one is to make Bonillas his heir and successor 
with him perhaps the lawgiver and his chief director, the other is to, if trouble comes, 

ve his Congress declare the electiun null and void and appoint him as Presi- 
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dent till a new election can be held, but with the country in a state of revelutien 
that must be deferred. 

Obregon seems'to be willing to spend a fortune he accumulated by grafting whilea 
general to become President, and we find him preaching and advocating any policy 
that may advance his cause. He is telling the miners that the mines by right bel-ng 
to them, and that if he is elected they will have them. He tells the would-be land- 
owners that if he is elected they shall be given the land without price or efie- 
a verv similar tune sung by Madero when he was seeking the Presidency, and it 
was this tune that so infatuated Madero with the populace, and, perhaps, Obregen 
remembers the lesson and hopes to gain by repeating it. 

What is called ‘the gente decente” in Mexico—the element that possess a large 

art of the wealth and a larger part of the intelligence of the nation, although greatly 

inferior in numbers—are all opposed to either of the three candidates now aspinng 
to be president. They are convinced and insist that the Mexicans themselves ran 
not restore order and peace to the distracted country. They. declare that it lies 1n 
the hands of either Mr. Wilson or his successor, and that whenever it is undertaken 
with the rizht spirit and with that resolution that produces results it can be easily 
settled without any war. They laugh at the idea of war, and ask with whom and 
with what can the Mexican forces fight, and how can they fight without guns, ammu- 
nition, clothes, food, transport, and even without men of ordinary discipline and 
training. They sav that a large part of the Mexican people will stand at the gates 
and welcome our soldiers if they will only come, and that if necessary they will asist 
them in every way they can and make their self-imposed and unpleasant task as 
light. as possible. 

What a self-complacency or what visions those good souls must possess who find 3 
happy, contented people in Mexico, or who see plenty and abundance everywher. 
While on my trip I endeavored to learn as much as I conld about the stock interests 
of the country, and it is certainly no exaggeration to place the loss at 85 per cent, 
taking the country asa whole. It will require several years under the most favorable 
conditions to get that country stocked up again. Cattle are very scarce outside of a 
few sections in the hot country. Where we formerly saw great herds we now see only 
a small town herd as we approach some village or city. I was informed that in Mexico 
the present supply of meat is coming from the hot country, largely from Colima and 
Guerrero. I wasinformed at Torreon that the supply of meat for that place was com- 
ing irom wild cattle hunted out of the mountains of Chihuahua. 

At no tiime since the revolution began in 1910 has the f2ar that a new revolution 18 
incubating been more persistent than right now. lt seems to he epizootic and has 

ripped all classes and all factions, and many consider the tremendous exodus ^i 
aborers now leaving the country as one of the strongest syinptoms of the manifestation 
of this common fear. The consensus of opinion is that it is fear of being drafted into 
the army that is actuating these emigrants. This feeling of anxiety is no less [1 
nounced in one faction than the others, as it hangs like a pall over them all. 

No far ag the fight between Carranza’s man Friday (Bontllas) is concerned, Ponillas 
has already won, as Carranza is rapidly removing Obregonistas from the army or civil 
employment with the Government. He is taking precaution to insure the selection 
of a Congress that he can cottrol, in order that Congress, which has the power to declare 
the results of an election can, if desired. declare him as his own successor. Now, there 
may be a slip in this arrangement, but it will hardly happen till after the result oi the 
election has been declared. This will. as Villa told —--—, furnish Carrunza’s opp% 
nents with a new issue. This will bring on the tug of war with the ultimate resitlt 
dependent upon the unanimity with which his opponents act and their disposition to 

lav fair with the “geute decente.” l 

There is one thing certain, that is if a fight does come, as now scems almost assured, 
whichever side wins, the war as an organized body must inevitably be short-lived, 
since the lack of resources will impose this natural restriction on its duration. Iit 
does not terminate soon it will again become stalemate, and the present reign of chaos 
and anarchy will continue indefinitely unless stopped by outside pressure. It seems 
that it is very important to our own country that the present anachi state be ended 
in Mexico. as it 18 producing a gangrene which is infecting this country by contact 
and example. X 

While there is much poverty in Mexico, no one is starving for the mere necessities 
of life. Last vear’s crops were exceptionally good, and although the wheat is about 
all used up, the present harvest is about ready to gather, and from my observations 
along the railroads, there is a large acreage planted in those districts where the people 
are permitted to live, but the crop was hadly damaged by a freeze that occurred the 
last days of March, and it ìs probable that little, if anv, more than a 50 per cent crop 
will be raised. | Last vear’s corn and bean crops were exceptionally good, and I am 
informed there is a large surplus, which assures plenty of those primary food products 
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for next year. Of course, it is too early to make any estimate of this vear’s corn and 
bean crops, as they have not vet been planted. It is very dry in a large section of 
the country, but that is not unusual there at this season ot the vear. 

In any discussion of the Mexican situation it is very important that we impress 
upon our hearers the truth about the personnel of the present Mexican Government. 
Those who know their past antecedents readily understand that a large part of them 
are unqualified for the positions they occupy, lacking as they do the necessary training 
or experience, and another large part of them is disqualified by a moral taint that 
renders them unfit for any position of trust. It is well known that many of these 
were criminals liberated by the exigencies of war, and this of itself creates a distrust 
ofany government that is influenced by them, 

Mr, ———, whom you met here, informs me over the phone that many deserting 
officials from Carranza's army have reached here at Obregon’s expense and are anxious 
to geton to Sonora, These men are patriotic because their pay has stopped and they 
have been shorn of the power to prey upon the country and are willing to unite with 
anv faction that will furnish them their dailv bread. 

Instead of a proof of the formidableness of the Sonora revolt, I am inclined to believe 
it shows a weakness. It will result in an army of men “tovo proud to tight” insteud of 
a fighting machine. 

About 25 years ago there was at El Paso a mirth-making club called McGinty, 
and I remember amongst its dilfierent features was the McGinty Guards. At the roll 
call of officers 8 or 10 huskies appeared upon the stage, but at the roll call of pri- 
vates one lone, one-legged man stood forth and went through all the evolutions. 

I have met many persons conversant with the Mexican situation and familiar with 
Mr. Wilson’s genius for muddling everything he touches who think that it might 
be unwise to urge any interference in Mexico by him. ‘They imagine it would be 
better to await the coming of a practical, common-sense man who accepts things as 
he tinds them and acts accordingly than to invoke action ky one who sees visions and 
hears voices—products of his own selfish arrogance. 

l hope that you may receive some ideas from this long letter that may be of benefit 
to you. I have tried to set forth things as I found them at this time without bias in 
f avor of any faction. In writing this letter I have endeavored to set forth the Mexican 
Btuation in a way that even those unfamiliar with it may be induced to look at it 
from a practical standpoint, which seeks to do justice toward all, with malice toward 
none. 

With kindest wishes for your continued health and prosperity, I remain, 

Very truly, yours, 


a 


> “A bd 
SUMMARY. 


a of -o killed and wounded in Merico and on border in Unitel States, 1919 to 
May 20, 1920, as testified to before the Subcommittee of the Foreign Relations Commit, 


toe 


investigating Merican Affairs, 


Civilians killed in Mexico. ere ee 
United States soldiers killed in Mexico..... Se eee eed: 


American civilians killed along border in United States... 
United States soldiers killed along border in United Bil N A 


United States soldiers outraged or wounded in Mexico... o... 


American civilians wounded on border in United States 
Caned States soldicresvounded-on borderin t mited States. osae 


Total killed, wounded, and outraged ........... 
3382 | 
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Amerivan civilians killed in Mexico. 


Name. 


a  e 


1 Anderson, MiSo ioe 69 ho ieee nis Sw an an ie Saale E a yaa a eaa eve a e 
Anderson, Daby - 2 eee ee eee cece e ee eee eee e ence cece e ete eet e eer ec ew censteneene 
Adams, William.........-- we eeceeee wee cece ween een ceens ee sete cae 


Ayers, Bowan....- TETE sererassssessorereeeresetensesceeseessessereannnrese 
. Alainia, Juan E E S ESE POE E aus in EE amet header bia E N a ; 
o Allen, Osear..... E E AE E ES EE a eee E E Se ee E 


Akard, Hugh......... eee EE eesesesnoeosersecsecesoo EEE OS 
Atwater, Hubert......- E ae E ween seeees cepa a alee E elalep aScelece len aye 
Akers, James Bert.......---e2eee- ic wate aie Bintedea core et ONS tate ee adios MEE SEREN 
Anton, George. ... 2. cc eee eee wee eee etter e tee eces tear ee eeee tree een eeee PEREA is 
Anderson, Maurice....- eaeoe a n vie a ae eae aca ee ee ae ke e 
Austin, Earl G......... EAE Gees ashame i PAT, oden ei eeoa en ae 
Austin, S..... aerate Wess comers ect e eee ceee ease ceeee SS Perens i 


Bartholdt, ee a ee ee eoreer neces seer eR eens aeeasrwraer ater eeewteseaseereneeraneca 
Bishop, ~———.... en ee eee eevee ee Rees eater eee encee e... ee ee Sy eee 
Brooks, John F....... inane hi ESTA esesoresoe eee eee e ete ees nsec eee EE a 
Bnekerdike, mm. oe ce ecw wee eee ese w eran wate eeeee teeter eee e ween eee marke 


Bishop, Mrs. W. Do... .. ee cc cece ee nee cence em ec erences seereree sie wepten UPA 
Bowles, Earl......... grises eseserecne sesseeesosseceoo esereeuensossonnesonsonso 
Breckenridge, ———......-- nee ree ree Ee EE eR ee ae 
Baird ———......0.....- ES S E ciate ins AESA r, 
Byrd, William, jr... 1.2... ee ee ee eee eee ee ee eres hee hh nE E Ee he ve be wale ee 
Büshnelh yc eee Ret atee ae eee haw a es ahh Sie sree dae Baty REE Ea ada e eae aa 
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FOREIGNERS OTHER THAN AMERICANS KILLED IN MEXICO. 


_. With the sec as of the Torreon massacre of 303 Chinese citizens, 
~~" the evidence before this committee shows 46 Americans were ki 
to 1 of other nationalities. 
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Catron, IMAN: oye dade etcatibucoenssaavas et scteon shamans 9 449 | 
Carrol; Mrs. Je W cee cs cadn wigtadie erae aeeai e Ea eSa rues i3 ae : 
(ameron Dis svicec Ga oben itu used aan este E EEES g 1071 
onuren; E. e ET O EESE EN E E E T 
a O E NETT E A, 8 1036 
mp E E 101, 
COMIN DUS $4.4 cscs ose cane) N 65s H Nee 
OVATION EE seine we ditrakauenns eave mela relae S ? 1.10 | 
NUD E oe ais ohh ee al oes GLE lace ETS i ’ oe | 
SHIM een renee aa 10 LANI 
ee ee a E min 10 1 ist 
ree foe ee ee en eee Poi 10 1,481 
Ties oe he er a 10 1,481 
MEM oe cies tee oe oe 52,170 
MOUND cat Meakin acini E aN cit oee ies uate aoe eee 
pete ee W Uasi 
THe @ ee encenoeganeoosanansno‘a pnn eseetaeeneeetenee 3 
E A E E S sein 8 1,052 
DE E a E a Hay 
PAN CARO hola ne on a ps ewe eae baa oe Coase dae H 1 160 
RU hal O OD a 
BON CLOG Soe Bian han ik Pee oes iene Meee aye EE ete 
ALU, Sten era oo A E Ee heai ne veto Roe ONES T eee 
DUMONT: coo santa cece Gacy hs ad semen a Voto boat crane deeb oe [reese oen ed 
DaM N las oe vere als sh ede ate E mance cates ~ ; 
pr E o A E O E E ape ata amen ee h | 
olley, Dr. Chas. S E A E E E E E ee eee Piper sess i gerig Ben 
SO eat eo E | R 1 
Ellis, James Bo. 1101: | ' s H 
n hE CEE Ror r 
ITE WO e a a aaa aa e aA aAA 262 
Gulley, WoW. ee 5 Losi 
OUNCE Eoss a eee a emg a a | 
Glaze, Sno. EE E nN eee Gann tere aT nia Acer en UR fee eae 84 
Hornbeack, T. R we mem ween eemt sere rene t erator ereanesereneaneesreceereiesseane g` 1, 162 | 
ess Lou nnna nn nnn ET re 
Jackson, Cora Hi N 9 
Kolklozch, L A T T ache E E T E a Eas l 37) 
uckett, R: H etuvo ee a ee a ee ee I | 179 | 
hborough, 8 F © 9 We O1S ews We owe fel E E ew ote ace 65ers) wlele ieiailerel Seles asses Sse i | 
Ne e a ae woyronents 5 
rnad, Don D e e a e eae w ~4o 
Manico Land Co E eee N EE E E E E ieee o 2 200 
Tet AU gs ih E cre era An area ETE Soca E seo aia 
Metzenthin, Pegg ual Ghee E sie en couetes ae : oe 
Me eee ce ee ee , 
er, Ww: w ee a 8 Po 
On eral Miné Smelting èo NI III 8% 
Peles = 1709 
qed, Jesis Boa oe | a0 
PC Hee a ae 
a a Ny 
! Testimony of 1912. 3 Partial. 3 Insert 1. 
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3, 000, 008) 
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1,000, 000 
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Partial property loss in Me.aco, as testified to before committee--( ontinucd. 


| Reference. Numer, 

Name. | __—_—_— Amount, , ae 

| Book. | Page. ‘families. 

Sutton, Wnts ements aea tanec aes Lg} El R u 
T E A | IJ E708) W i 
Sugar Co., Michoacan .....0.ccccceescesecscvevciecacadeccen sie 5 5-E 25,0 rene 
Btn Cas Bai aed ery i eh ie A EAE Ente Wega ITA sean cients 
Tabasco Plantation COs asses vec ce Cecelia Sauce dues seeue vax ceases 9 1,378 | 2,000,000 0... 
Union Mercantile CO<.c322.2.2.c25cceecsoubesueessuual ctessue nee I 1 335 ON AM eee 
A Se He acre teri t te eka ec ie oh tun Bucs oat daay eeu 10 1,481 40,00 ossee 
Vista Hermosa CO. ccgltsc ees otavsute es artiste i eere r es iS | 15 2,208 BIW) WW) oaeee 
Wammer IE ces esto eaters cadet tute etevecuoeul ese e aai H 95 SDD eee 
MW icHet li: Ta os otc recsarnds sienna ree iuueewsiar locas | NI © AO ne 
Woetherel Dueil@es. cowie ote esere ireen aaia e e Geese a ge li 1,687 ie) eer eer 
Whatley, Anita......... Deed ee ee hte ee 8 | 1/084 BOW ee 

Wricht;. Mrs OEY 2. jscc sie apesesicu sy yseesis ao dens Ranee sale tees 8 1,027 13,000. 
Willis, Felicitas 2003.6 Sod cc enana weeks t casiens EEEa g! 1,030 15.000 annee 
WW els a E E T Shake echelons 8| 1,140, il oe 
Yaqui Delta Land Co: coctecs occ ses cot aeee eden menos vos wenden 2 429) 2,000,000 ....... 
Executive session........ E tide AA E A ecw mee E 12 | 13 TROW serere ; 
| ne arm NEN ete AC WE Or eee NLR ARR 9 | 567 | 2,000,000 sesso 
DOs ceeaeeecee Sve Siaeee E PE odude vietee culated al be ee were 9 504 17, (KD cer enee . 
DO.ccgesees sivas E ea dieteedckteeeeewiesuees ee sce O esas 8 | B19 | 1,161, 00 |... essere 
DOzassccekeessaxes A E E E Nee cesneseaesclanes s 184 AMW eserse . 
VO vcs paweaceacoheececeen ses ithe oe te E E E E I 1310 6, OON Lessee tee 
DO ince osu E ee cewce o6 civ Soweees EE E es cewsiasveeee L 18 | YW | eee 
Do..... eenees8 @eseeetsceeoeenaene te @eeeevteeveereaeceneteesesceos ea 8 ee seeeeeseee N 7 | 1,690, 000 eoeeeeseee 
TO E E E cue se te E eeew dete PERS cob sees eee ew abeeas L 18 | 75,0) scene tee 
DON: cave car ds cacaee ees ae keke E TA E E anaes 10 593. 9G, H2 eee 
Do...... ese one SAE AE A SEN E M 26 | 500,000 ossee 
Total...... CERE MOTET PASE EA EEE MERRESSA soca reds seven! 50,481, 133 'oesesssees 
| 
1 Testimony of 1912. 2 Insert 2. 
RECAPITULATION. 
Families. Losses 


Colonists and families outside of colonies, engaged in agricultural pursuits, includ- r T 
ing some plantation Companies. ope laced ee vas ehied « todo a Seow a se ee deed ecb wuweiees 3, 400 Es HATH 
Miscellaneous individuals engaged in business on small scale... 2... 2c cee ee ee eee feee eee ee es LEUM 
Miscellaneous companies engaged in business on small scale... 0... ccc ce eee fen eee eee BUNS ao 
59, 481,138 


Damage to oil companies, other than loss of pay rolls, not included in this list. 
DPamauage to MIN companies, ol her than dynamiting of one plant, not ineluded in this list. 
Damage to railroads not included in this list. Is specitically referred to in chairman's remarks. 


fn addition to the property losses enumerated herein, the committee 
is in receipt of letters from the following persons who suffered pro 
perty loss in Mexico: 


Prackett, F.S. 
Bumgaraner, Edward. 
Beaty, W. L. 

Colver, Walter. 
Collins, E. W. 

Coon, Jas. T 

Carney, Peter. 
Corscadden, Jno. E. 
Cunningham Inv. Co. 


Garrett, James E. | 
Houghton, E. L. United States Development Co. 


Hale, W. P. Van de Bogert, D. E. 


Hadsell, S. G. Wilson, J. H. 
Flartles, Geo. S. Windham, Mrs. Mabell. 


Mountjoy, Jno. H. Windham, Jno. J. l 
Tn view of the fact that their losses were not enumerated and certl- 
fied to, it is impossible to set out the amounts in this record. 


Metnzer, F. C. 

Papet, R. N. 

Page. Mrs. W. R. 
Freston, J. W. 
Sullivan, Jachson W. 
Scheuer, Miss Lucitta. 
Svnder, O. J. 

Sanger, Chas. W. 
Thoreson, Í. C. 

Tull, A. O. 


ee a am 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
l Washington, Septenber 9, 1913. 

Dear SENATOR FALL: 

+ * * * * * * 

So far as concerns the quantity of damages sustained by American citizens in Mexico 
during the period mentioned, T may say that the department’s information on this 
point is derived from the claims against the Mexican Government which have been 
filed with it, the facts regarding which are set forth in the following tabulation: 


Claims filed alleging Number of such elaims Total smount of damages set 


dumagesto property.. 772 in which amount of forthin remainder of prop- 
damavesisnot stated. 118 erty ClAIMS ve icse, cotkcewe de $22, 835, 592. 83 
Claims filed for alleged Number of such claims Total amount of damaces set 
kiling of Americen in which amount of forth in remainder of the 
citizens.............. 73 damacesis not stated. 25 death cases........ petted 2,317, 375.00 
Claims filed for alleged Number of such claims Totai amount of damages set 
injuries tothe person. 97 in which the amount forth in remainder of per- 
of damages is not sonal injuries claims........ 1, 476, 620. 78 
Statedwc. scat wees 
Wholenumber of claims Whole number of cases Total amoun ‘claimed in cases 
filed during the period in which no specified where amounts are specified 26, 629, 597. 61 
specified............. 942 amount is stated..... 153 ne 
t 


It will he observed that the amounte of the claims given above are those alleged by 
the claimants in their statements of claim, and are not the estimates of the Depart- 
ment of State. 

* * * * * * : * 
Sincerely, yours, 
WILLIAM PHILLIPS, 
-Acting Secretary of State. 


Summary of losses—American. 


Deaton My SE E EE cae Aca ee tenet aton $14, 675, 000 
Personal injuries cd. cae sea oc teseesnadaeora oe seene laste tended oes aE 2, 846, 301 
Property dividuals isesi kra coco SAE NAE E REE suede dae Sunt 50, 481, 133 
Railroad, American (estimated)........... 20-20. e cece eee eee e eee ee ace 112, 000, 000 
Mining cestina tedi reerd aerat oe ota aah es 8 aig ew estrone cas eels eo dentidos 125, 000, 000 
Oil; stock ranches; coffee, sugar, and other plantations; factories; banks; 
city residences; power plants; irrigation systems, etc..........2.20.. 200, 000. 000 


(Oo) eee Sed E neh euch Get tanta oh es 505, 002, 434 


ABSTRACTS OF TESTIMONY TAKEN BY THE SUBCOMMITTEE 
OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATION 


INVESTIGATING MEXICAN AFFAIRS, 1919-20. 


7 
Part. Pas 
Altendorf. Dr. Paul Bernardo, Pole and American citizen...........-.-+++ & l? 
Practiced medicine at Merida, Yucatan. .... 2.2.20... ce eee eee Tg pe 
Afterwards in United States Intelligence Department........-.0+++- ast 
Caused arrest and conviction of Witzke.......-..-cccccececccevceees g OLAI 
Alvin, A. D., Ameriean............... AE Oia eter uae nie tt tere 
Invested $25.000 in land, 1.000 acres near Acapulco, in 1909......... NS 
Houses, implements. ete., destroyed or stolen by Zapatistas......... METY 
Anderson, J. B.. American......... eee ee ee eee eee ee ran ps 
Killing ot Hazelton Stanley White in June Ree ee een ee eee Ree Eee ]? po 
And Hennessey in September, 1919, near La Colorada. Sonora.. 12 I 
Anglin, Capt. Everette, AMCNICAM: ccdseocouse cess ccesecotadewoesereie rane 
E E nolo crs un Uae es eee ee beeen eee Sot 
Raid at Ojo de Agua. Tex., in 1915... ce cee eee eens S 133 
One Japanese, two Carranza, and three American soldiers killed and 
Peyrestortes le eh te rac eae poe R N 
Fight at Cavazos’ crossing on Rio Grande shortly after raid.......... Aog 
Citizens move from MeAllen............20.2.0-- race fe ee eae S op 
Gen. Lucio Blanco seized bunch of American horses, refused to return 
them, showed officer body of American hanging from a tree. Gen. 
Blanco refused to allow stock to be crossed.........- EA S SS R AS 
Annin. Joseph > O AMETICAN. eo oes arate died ee % nanannnn. re een Se ice Fa 
Disorders in Mexico, April, May, June. and July, 1919... 2.2.2.2... arr 
Aion s Te Vince Uae eee arcu E O aa a ees ae EEN N E 17 oat 
Affidavit of good conditions under Diaz; account of robbery; outrages 
in his section and itemized list of losses. ......20-00.0-- eit ae som 
Ait. Grove SNOT ANY aon E E E he esis saat tue cue j5 2 
~ Ja Esmeralda rubber plantation in State of Vera Cruz.........00.000. TEE 
Conditions turbulent under Madero. . ...cccceccccececcecceccceeeet j y 
E E E a A bmcouencmabedt j Fn] 
B T A wen bic o meocdee acteedelqute mat uselruls 1 EN] 
Experiences EA as E EE E ETET TE 
Deportation of Americans from Mexico...........ccececacccecceceees j5 VH 
Destruction and loss of property. ........ 0.2 c eee e cee eee ee eee eeee TENI 
E N N N A A ala te arp htnet j Dp 
Cause of troubles in Mexico... 2... cece ce ccc ccccccccececcccencceneces i5 Eg 
TU iin ty PANO A T cate lgoeuewaet j Py 
Carranza can not pacify ATEN Ea oe ea css aleate an ave deena om eenee mt a9} 
Opinion as to what should be done to put Mexico right. ........---- wh ee) 
People not opposed to intervention. 2.2.2... 6... cece eee eee eee eeee ]5 24h 
Astin: Aire: War oN MNOENCOT t 56 cha 5 pecan arn tarslete ca Gade E EE 8 BR 
{ Killing of her husband and son at Sebastian, Tex., August 6, 1915, by B 
Mexican raiders. oo ccc cece cece cece cece cccecccccccccegeueuee “S g Bi 
Pacae. Nils lat A TITIA sea nchn bates cages Ene RARER Q Ji 
Conditions in Slexico.alter a a eaaa e an deka 9 1 
Engaged in mining. Sonora.........02.0.20ecece csc ceeceeees ed 9 L 
History of mining in Mexico... 02.00... cece eee cee cece eeeeeeeeee? g J 
Mining investments by Americans. ........02..00c.ccceeeeeeeeteees 9 18 
Troubles began in POM sis eek Sass mr ueney: a baurtine nak dauaueatecmeteor g 14 
Tad TO CONCESSIONG..c 44s a064 50 ood eed a E eddi eae 9 1430 
Paid ransom for his superintendent... ..............0eceecee eee eeees 9 1431 
Feelings of Mexicans toward Americans.....0......0 2000000 e ee eee 9 1431 
Did not appeal to his Governmnet for protection because useless. .-.. 9 1431 
Americans in Mexico called renegades by State Department. ..---+-- g 1433 
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Bagge, Nils Olaf, American—Continued. Part. Page. 
Americans paid for what they got in Mexico ........-..--.-.+--+--- 9 1433 
Mexicans do not put money 1n big enterprises. ..............-.-..-. 9 1433 
Secret of Villa’s power........-..---- 2-2 e eee eee ee eee cece eee eee ee 9 1433 
Banditry kept alive by Carranza generals. .............------eee00. 9 1433 
Source of Villa's ammunition supply. .............---.-......-.-0-. 9 1434 
Carranza troops more ruthless than Villa’s...................20e000- 9° 1434 
Seizure of wives and daughters of prominent men................... 9 1434 
How Columbus raid was made. .........----- 2220s eee eee eee eee ee 9 1435 
Pershing expedition. . ......--.2- 222s eee eee eee ete eee e eee 9 1435 
Trevino's warning; Pershing’s troops at Parral.................-..... 9 1435 
Possibility of catching Vill@vecs.ciuesuao evolu seesecsssaueeeeeeocess 9 1435 
Sentiment of Mexicans as what ought to be done........... gee canes e 9 1435 
High-class Mexicans only refance; need outside help; Latin Ameri- 
Cine all want 16 Teak aco. oc caus ose aaa week seen a oe eaves 9 14.6 
Polines peronai eosa nce aid esas ene e horas ewe bows mee 9 lsi; 
Revolutions start with manifesto and promise of land............0.0... 9 Ly, 
Difficulties mine managers contend with under Carranza..........0.. 9 1437 
Division of land not practicable... 2.22.2... . ee cee eee eee eee eee eee Q 1437 
Promises not honest.........2 2-02 ce cece cece eee eee e ee eee ee eee eeeee Q 1437 
Solution of Mexican situation, two offered... 2... ....2...--..-...22. 9 1438 
Bailey. Mrs. Lola C., American. s.cecweauiess nove gaieavelawse ve todos eees 8 1097 
Varming in Valles district. San Luis Potosi. ........---......22.2... 8 1027 
Driven off land, property destroyed; brother disappeared at Aguascal- 
TENTES oiae a angio Ble aces ay eee a es a aan rer a ee ankle? acts ke 8 1029 
Barna. A.A AMUPCAN 2 noses ods aewt a a ET dons sone 12 1869 
Chairman Young Men’s Business Association. Nogales, Ariz.......... 12 1870 
As to testimony of Mr. B. Curtis that chairman of subcommittee was 
in error in saying citizens along border loath to appear and testify 
before RANG ict coe reas shane Cae chen ecu cee sees AAE ees 12 18> 
Barnes: Maj Ry be Amerieane.succuos saw oe ce ee aai lecular dai any 8 1231 
Intelligence officer, Southern Department. ...........-...-..22..0.. 8 123? 
Fian oF San I NGiOs serere o donates EOS AR nce eGo mee ec aA 8 1232 
Raids at Brownsville, Webb County, Big Bend, by Carranza soldiers 
EEn E E E da T E E E ae aes 8 1232 
j of generals directing raids... 22.2... 6.. eee eee eee eee eee eee 8 1232 
Carranza pro-Germanics + sac 20 Su snew send es ese Sak Sge E iE 8 1234 

` German minister; espionage system unchanged; Kurt Jahnke with 

Tea thar Witzk eu. tin cneciee cos ae ai EE Er A A AAEE 8 1295 
Official press at Mexico pro-German........-..6 2.0... eee eee eee eee eee 8 1935 
Pilavicini expelled for supporting United States in World War........ 8 1235 
Duty on paper paid in kind and paper given to pro-German publica- 

ONS. wot cae cag cece warden eee See e E cetacean a ye 8 1285 
Carranza protected American slackers......-..--..-2-2-.20..eee cease 8 1236 
(rale’s Magazine in Mexico City and Lynn Gale investigated .......... 8 1236 
Martens, soviet ambassador.........00-000 eee cece cece cece eeeeecceeee R 1237 
Gale close to Carranza. ........00.000000 EE EE eee & 1237 
American Government sustains Carranza in power........2....0000.. 8 12938 
Eiforts to be friendly with Mexico; etforts to have Carranza support 

United States sis. 5 ous icc bus E Leas 2g 8 1239 
Mexicans gathered information along border for Germans............, 8 1229 
Draft explained to Mexicans to overcome German propaganda....... 8 1240 
Mexican consuls in false propaganda......2. 2202.0. e eee eee eee eae 8 240 

Bari Go Work hoc ins eh wn oh aed mie ten Rained IE esas beeen 18 2719 
Went to Mexico, 1907, tostudv mining industry, State of Oaxaca; repre- 

sented Americans who desired to build railroad from Salina Cruz to 

Acapulco and to Oaxaea. cc ieccade- sobs teens siras sadaa ansaa ees 18 2719 
Organized holding company and became general counsel............. 18 2719 
Was sent to purchase Oaxaca & Ejutla R. Re... eee 18 2720 
Met President Diaz, Senator Tomacho, Senator Jose Castelasos, and 

Gen. Aguilar, chief of staff to Diaz. 2... 2.2.0... eee 18 2729 
Describes railroad concession obtained ............0...02 02 cece eee eens 18 2720 
Company put up $96,000 Mexican internal bonds for.............2... 18 2720 
Road never built account of revolution.............0000 cece cece cece 18 2720 
Bonds fortei ted) csixcina.nocuiedies ease eee eh nce ede pike einer ee ater 18 2720 

escribes American policy toward construction railroads............. 18 272) 
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Bartch, G. W.—Continued. Part. Page 
Success of his company meant transcontinental line. ...........-.-+ 18 221 
Diaz liked Americans. 2.0.0... 00 cc cc ccc cc ccc ccc cccccccccecucceceees 18 22 
Castelasos now exile. o.oo ooo oe eee nckcecccncecess 18 22 
De l Darw exile mocno soa tan discac, a aioe DREE EEIE AAA 18 72 
Gamboa great statesman. ......o.. onnon oaoa ec cence ceeeeccseeeceees 18 22 
Investigated claims of Mormon colonies.............0.+ee+eeeeeeeeee: 18 273 
Describes settlement of... 2.0.0.0. 20. ccc cece ccc cncccccuccececececs 18 273 
Mormons had no trouble up to time of Madero. .... 0.00000000000000. 18 2733 
Schools in Mexico during Diaz régime...........-.022cececceeeeeees 18 2723 
Influence of Catholic Church. ....0.......0. 000 cece eee cececeeeeceess 18 2795 
Plan to drive Americans out... 2.2.2.2. c ccc ceeccecccuccccccecueess 18 272 
Salazar speech at Pearson...... 2.0.0.0. e cece cece ce eecccccecceueees 18 707 
Speech Gen. Antonio Rojas at Chuichupa...............-2ceceeeceee 18 2738 
Salazar at Colonia Juarez. 2.02.00. 0c c cc ccc eu ceecccues 18 2729 
Confiscation of American homes at Chuichupa..............--+-20++- 18 279 
Raiding of Colonia Dublan Dy Galaz ras oaa halaman bien: 18 2739 
Exodus Mormons from Colonia Dublan.............2.02.cecceeeceees 18 2730 
United States compelled to care for them at El Paso, Tex............ 18 2730 
Colonists driven fram Colonia Diaz... 22... 20. ccc cece ecw ec ccece 18 273) 
Letter from Federal Gen. Blanco to Mr. Farnsworth explaining why did 
not attack bandits....... 0... cc cc cece ccc cece cece 9°39 
Invasion of Colonia Garcia.........2.....00.00000- ee ene ee 18 XR 
Invasion Colonia Chuichupa.... 2.2.2.0. 00. c cece ee ccc cece ccceees 18 2 
United States made no effort to protect.........000 00 cc ccc ccc onanan. 18 NH 
Invasion-Colonia Morelos by Salazar... 2.2... 00 occ e cece cece ences 18 2735 
Invasion Colonia San Jose by Salazar... 2.2... oo ooo cece cece ccccuce 18 273 
Salazar speech at San Jose... 22... ccc cece cnc ceenees 18 234 
`  Mistreatment Americans by Salazar at Morelos....................... 18 273 
All statements taken under oath.......0000 200000 c ccc cece ccc cc ewcees 18 237 
‘Murder four Americans at Alamo, Baja Calif... l...a loloa anoue 18 2735 
Has filed with State Department all affidavits taken.................. 18 2739 
Four thousand persons driven out from Mormon colonies. .... 18 2739 
Nothing done by United States. 0.0.00... cece ccc cece ccceee 18 2739 
Describes concession Ingwald ©. Thoresen.............00.0. cece cceees 18 2740 
After six years’ imprisonment same was declared forfeited by Carran- 
CIS AS EE E amine E E ek Minuet aM ode teh phen Sel eae 41 
Useless to Wrote sink ae oS ete eto heh satan ice ee eor neva 18 2742 
Suggests international commission... 2.2.2.0... 0.00 cece eee anneanne 18 2743 
Investigation convinces that factions will never get together.......... 18 248 
Does not agree with John Lind concerning Indians. ................-. 18 2744 
_ Better class Mexicans would welcome intervention................ce- 18 VH 
Outrage against Robert O. Grewell by Gen. Blanco...............--- 18 2745 
Murder of James N. Walker.................. SO eK ern 18 2746 
Acts Col. Rivera at Morelos... 00.0.0 e cece cccecues 18 2746 
Mexican Soldiers permitted to bathe nude in streets................ 18 274 
Lillywhite and others protested.......................... 10 oe. 18 24k 
Murder of William Adams. 2... 2.0.2. ooo ooo cc ccc ce ccc ccc ceeces 18 2747 
Murder of J. D. Harvey. 2... cc cc cc cc ncn cncccceuct 18 XE 
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requested [ notify my Government; Carranza present, no refusal or 
denial irom him wk cs aes wd Seen ened eae Gale:d cuash aa Pind wierd a d 16 2424 
Future actions proved policy outlined carried into execution, “and 
then some `; relates theft of bars of gold from American by Cabrera 
Who shipped it: attached on arrival in New York. ................ 16 2425 
Letter Calan to witness; official complaint of his action in giving 
information to owners of stolen bars, shows bars claimed by Carranza 
Government; reply under date February 5, 1915.............2.... 16 2426 
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Silliman knew Carranza: used to sell him milk: arrested, jailed by 
Huertistas: released by Carranza: came to Veracruz: witness gave 
him money and sent him to United States: returned: first-grade 
appointment: salary $2.000: wrote letter to United States Govem- 
ment that he had great influence with Carranza: warned them 
against witness: he was also a special representative of Carranza: 
(Carranza told Silliman he was starting the *‘ Bloodiest revolution his 
country had ever seen”; at the start his revolution was against 
MLC O is 222d E reat bt E T EE ad pete Ate Ste le hath aoe ten tus 16 

Silliman said if Carranza lost he would lose his fine home in Saltillo; 
if he won he could keep it; indications were Silliman received 
more pay from Carranza than from the United States; often re 
quested telegraphic reports be held up; Silliman conveved confi- 
dential matter to Carranza: considered Weeks and Dr. Tupper also 
in pay of Carranza, and were Silliman’s advisers. ....0220.0...0..... 16 

Received letters threatening his life; thinks Silliman knew of them 
from conversation related; letter, Brvan to witness, introducing 


Charles A. Douglas, February 16, 1915; Carranza attorney......... lf 
Impressions of Lind in Mexico... 2.2... ee ence ees 16 
Disagrees with Lind about influence on Americans or natives. ....... 16 


Further refutes Lind; recruits with ropes, ete.; men who Lind saw 
were thieves and convicts who were given choice to go to jail or to 
hoari ccs ea oes ra ake eer pete heen ee he eta ee EETA 16 

Impossible to do business under Carranza régime without paying 
“raft”; natives starving; had 40 tons of beans and 40 tons of corn 
for distribution to them; prevented by Gen. or Gov. Candido 
Aguilar; food rotted; Lind in close corsultation with Carrancistas 
at Veracruz (IVs oc6 oe oe Sy oats ola ieee SoS aaa baka eee 16 

Telegram quoted, Shanklin to witness, to receive Hall and Col. Mar- 
tinez; Hall told witness Lind had promised to take them to the 


United States to get $50,000 for Zapata brothers... 2.2... 2... eee 16 
Understood Hall was on pay roll of United States representing Zapata; 
Hall told him- 30s 65.66.06 cheat oes teeta te even per egaw ee es 16 


Secret messengers and letters between Shanklin and Jind referred to.. 16 
Quotation from the President to Congress August 27, 1913; reference 
to Americans leaving Mexico; caused Mexicans to hold on until 
herdo i-es aerar a aod beheld eee pens ac deat i 
Lind and Silliman justified outrages, ete., by company happening in 
civil war; United States advised to give up gratt money to rebels, 
Carrancistas; sent out 3,000 or 4,000 people to States. ..........--- 
Huerta offered to pav first-class passage for Americans when United 
States Government ordered them sent second class; traps laid for 
A as erke eh ve ate ou eit les ate da dua ade ke acute oe ea 16 
Two American secret service men told to get witness to take vacation 
Catholic Church good influence on natives; Carranza officers took 
churches in Veracruz; made barracks out of them..............--- 16 
Turned over nuns to Father Joyce......0..022.. aa ani 
Nuns in hiding; one nun with child.... 2.0... 00 ee ee eee 
Mexicans in favor of intervention by United States; wanted United 
States to stay in Veracruz... 0000 occ c ccc ee ccc cccccccceceeeees 16 
Buzzards and mosquitoes only scavengers in Veracruz; bad condi- 
fone Midler Nati Ves oe oceanic des. 2. ohn a ou T sees i 
Cannon, Bishop James J., American. a.a. ooo ooa oaaae arae 
Supervises work of Methodist Episcopal Church South in Mexico... 
Mission and missionary property not damaged... .......20...2+-500+ 
Confirms Inman statements. .....0.0. 000 ce cee ccc cc ccc ccueuueeees 
Intervention a mistake.........0.....0.. 000-00. aaaea 
Attitude toward United States in South America 
Waiver of all claims for damages 
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Caperton, Admiral William Banks—Continued. Part. Page. 
Villistas fired on United States boat................--. 2-2 cece ee eee 29 3204 
Location of American ships, 1916................-6. 22 eee ee eee ee eee 99 3905 
hci orders NAVY iets oeehacee te tacic ne RA R sete causes 22 3905 
Orders to keep out of trouble. .....-......-- 22. cece eee eee eee ee 22 3205 
Admiral’s letter of instruction to commanders......................-. 22 3005 
Confidential letter to commanders...........- 2.00.00 202s 22 3906 
Mexican officials misunderstood cause of Mazatlan................... 22 3206 
Mazatlan incident.............------ P E a Shae ace nt 22 3906 
Tabulated report Americans near Mexican ports...................., 22 3907 
Mexicain toopi oere rrasa nE AeA KRAS ELO EA OAE REEERE 22 3208 
Financial value paper money Carranza...............-..-....-.-.-.-. 22 3208 
Pood Question: aora ana nein es tks heehee eo eee aes 22 3208 
Military activities CaTa NZa cessere NRAN EEEREN sant 22 3209 
Mexican railroads. .......-- cece ccc ce ccc nec e ee rete enn ccesencuaws 29 3209 
Telegraph and radio stations. .......------- +222 ee eee eee ee eee eee 22 3209 
Shipping. .........-.+-2+2eeceeeeerttteets ete ETEO 22 3209 
Telegram from department asking report on conditions, September 9, . 
1916 ca eee eo et auaa e a toile ww Baw a Riel D E a ewe ee a RS a See a a eee a a ew 29 3210 
b Reply ee A ee ee eee eee E E eee nee ee cece e eee eee e eee 22 3210 
Admiral's impressions on Mexican conditions... oona heed eee kaw 22 3211 
Foreign activities in Mexico............... eee eee ences eens eee e wees 29 8919 
Japanese ship delivers ammunition, machinery for arms, ete., to 
MGXICOs. dco PA Dae ee a Oak Dee ea eee oe a eae 29 3919 
Activities Mexico to Salvador, arms and ammunition................. 29 39212 
Activity German and Mexican plots............-.-....2.0.-.002 22. eee 22 39213 
American ships shadowing Mexican ship.......--.--- 6-0 -..0es ee eee 22 3913 
Present of radio outfit to Salvador by Carranza....-.-...-..-....--.. 29 3913 
E ETa E E E E E E T ene E EEE, 22 3913 
Guatemala breaka relations with Germany to strengthen Cabrera Gov- 
OMMON aese e beetle ae ee ae eae A 22 3213 
= Firing on United States ship at Tampico, 1915, by Villistas.......... 22 3913 
Report made to department............0- orinni eee ee eee eee eee eens 22 3214 
Dictatorship, Mexico, Necessary... ....- ++... 220s eee e sere eee eee 2) 3914 
Discusses visit and conferences, Central America................2.... 22 3215 
Gen. Frias, of Nicaragua, Mexicans and Germans working together... 22 3216 
Carlin, Margaret ees. bea sees: wile! iSite ova veo ovens wes Sr er a arene) Sia ey eae: Se serie a ieee Beer ene) on ois, 17 2593 
Her affidavit in corroboration of United States Attorneys McCormick 
and Robinson as to I. W. W.: socialistic doctrines promulgated 
among the Mexicans in Mexico; tells of assault on her and her 
husband <.cce cee Veheawonuclee state AAR RE EEEE N eS 17 2393 
Caha P. a oo oe an a E ee ew ATE A A EEEE 17 2623 
Affidavits of: not a Mormon; robbed, house looted, and other atrocities. 17 2623 
E A E E Sehmadta hemes ns 17 154 
Person who signed Waivers........--2-02se cree eee eee e reece ee ees 17 156 
Carney, Mrs. James, American. .........-- +225 eee e eee eee eee eee e eee 10 1507 
Disappearance of her husband .........-.--+ +++ 0eee ese eee cece eee eee 10 1507 
Carothers, George C., AMmerican........------- 222-22 eee eee eee eee eee eee ll 1755 
Law and order under Diaz. .......----.-- eee cece eee nec e cece aces 11 1755 
Bryan’s attitude formerly and now......-------+-+-- eee ee ee eee eee. 11 1757 
Bryan orders Americans out of Mexico. ..-..-.--..--+---....22 2208. 11 1758 
Concession, meaning Of... ..-..05-062 esse eee cent ecw eee e wee eenees 1l 1759 
Madero a joke ny eee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ere T eee 11 1761 
Number of Chinese massacred at Torreon by Maderistas............. 11 1761 
Carranza’s actitude to Americans over Veracruz. .................... 1l 1767 
v Villa's estimate of Carranza. .. . 2-6-2 ec e cence cee ee ecw nee e nna cc ens 11 1770 
Y Conference with Bryan. ......-- eee e eee eee eee eee 11 1771 
Villa and Aguascalientes convention. ....---...2..........2.22.2005 il 1774 
Villaand Zapia. rea eee ae ae sew lee heise cones hee eas ll 1775 
SeOtr AAV la Gatdcr cies sae serene era Rana Saeed ce owe tat a ll 1776 
Japanese officer and Villa. -...---------- +e eee e ee eee eee eee eee eee 11 1777 
Japs cached munitions.....--.----. ee er ee 11 1778 
Rabb, collector Brownsville, and Villa.......................0..05- ll 1779 
Murder of Americans at Santa Isabel. .-..................0222...... 11 1780 
Raid on Columbus, N. Mex....-.------------ see eee eee cece ee eee eee 11 1781 
Cantu in Lower California. .....----- +0. eee eee eee eee eee eee ee eee 11 1782 
een as to outside assistance. ....-- 6. eee eee eee cee eee ee 11 1783 
1784 
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Carrillo, Rafael Martinez, Mexican................-..6- TETE FEN EOF 7 w 

Protested against testifying................. Ee NET ee: wee 7 SMO 

Land in State of Puebla seized. ...........-2....--2--5- salina sese T OM 

As to bail bond of Consular Agent Jenkins................. TOEN a ge AR 

Intervention over Jenkins..........0.0.. 00 cc eee eee eee eens pae oh GD 

Carpentier, E. L....... eee E E E E IAR OEE E hn tia E 
Frenchman; prisoner, violated neutrality laws: experiences with 
rebels: shot at; refused to join rebels: accused of being Madero 

spy: Orozco shot Thomas Fountain at Parral.................-... 17 2627 

+ Joined Villa............... Sale hearse tev idl ila EG Wha eg boa Miele ame aa oN 17 WN 
¿& Fountain and witness whipped 250 of the enemy. Made two cannons. li 23 
Gives account of battles....................6. ice AATE EE E T hs 
Salazar whipped them at Sierra de la Cruz........... E E AE Li WR 
Orozco’s men shot child 8 years old for crying “Viva Madero’’........ 17 2629 
American consul at Casa Fuentes refused to officially assist him....... 17 249 
Arrested and robbed by Salazar’s men.......... E uncon aeie Vie 
Chamberlain, George Agnew. ..... EO ee nee eer ee 19 296] 
United States Consular Service 17 vears............ 00.2 cece cee eens 19 2st] 
Consul general of Mexico City, May. 1917, to August, 1919........ wee 19 2yil 
Was in Mexico at time final recognition of Carranza...........000000. 19 286? 
Commercial feature his special province.................-. REINT 19 2st 
Enemy trading act during war........ 2.2.2.2 eee ee eee cece cee eee 19 283 
At end of war United States had more complete and definite knowledge 
regarding commerce in Mexico than ever before, with knowledge oi 

wants of Mexico and means to supply same............ ita Dts 19 2863 
Consular organization Was very anxious to take advantage of this knowl- 

edge but unable to do so on account United States had no policy 

WIE NONI CO ico E E mt ios oe renner can ee twins ad ane 2863 
Efforts were made by embassy and consul general to get a policy estab- 

ESCO EEE EIE E E E E eb eae E 19 28m 
Efforts were unsuccessful.. 2.22.2... Stra al anastasia eee re 19 2365 
Notified Americans through State Department that in view of no pro- 

tection to them could not advise investments in Mexico..........-- 19 2865 
Conditions were such entire activities consul general ceased.......... 19 2863 
Baam tot OP POSIONING so .ay sede oko uens erte ear AeA 19 2803 
One reason United States should have developed definite policy was 

improper practice Mexican Grovernment.......... 0.000 cece eee e eens 2S3 
Direct alliance between Carranza and Spamiards..........0.000eee eee 19 2883 
Carranza generals evaded wiping out banditry . 2.2... 0.0.0.0... eee eee 19 2888 
If no banditry, no need for large military organizations .............. 19 28 
Cabinet officers received gratt.. 0.000000. ce ce cece cc cece eee ee cues ]9  2Noi 
Carranza changed tariff on imports day to day............200.-00808: 19 2564 
Legislature gave blanket authority to Carranza to change duties when 

A E EE E EIEEE E S E EE ETE ESN 19 26641 
Result was that business men were compelled to go out of business or 

hecome: DriDëfss ssissocreseni stt re neadan enaa PEEN INSI aed 19 256 
This condition made United States trade with Mexico imposible 

unless demands were made and carried out........ te ttuceine hese T 19 2864 
Graft and maladmunistration cause of all trouble between United 

States and MEXICO ceres aus ocow oiealee ict a a a aie aE NET ES 19 2864 
Cause of every revolution in Mexico................. A ee ree 19 2so4 
Diaz was honest man... o.oo oe ccc ce ccc ccc ccc cccccececeuccees 19 2sb4 
Diaz's official family grafters and caused his trouble...........-e++- . 19 2% 
All information relative to graft was furnished Washington.........-- 19 28bo 
Does not classify Carranza personally in matter of gratt..... PEEN 19 230 
Carranza knew graft was being accepted by his officials.........---++: 19 28h 
Carranza accepted plan to pay 60 per cent of revenue to military. .--- 19 280 
Carranza thought necessary to keep military loyal..........2-.-ee-e° 19 2569 
Recommended to department course of actlon...........eceeeeeeeees 19 a) 
No industries left in Mexico except those able to pay tribute.......-- 19 256 
Period of two years as consul general was unbroken record of insulting y 

acts toward United States by Mexicans. ....00. 000... c eee eee eee 19 a 
Confident Ambassador Fletcher had same opinion..... snes alee ees 19 230; 
Fletcher obtained release of 2,000,000 cart ai ior export to Carranza. 19 256i 
Carranza issued statement that Ambassador Bonillas had this done. . - 19 250: 
Carranza sent Mr. Nieto to Washington ostensibly to negotiate, but ae 
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gave him no credent oh5. bua oo ek ak S a lig anes aes 19 
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Ambassador Fletcher called to Washington to negotiate with Nieto... 19 
Nieto had NO pOWeM as <.nc asrandi aranan ete aee ease eet ees cates 19 
Fletcher and Nieto returned to Mexico to complete negotiations...... 19 
Carranza repudiated Nieto...........-..---.--- ie Baas kes eee 19 
When speech President Wilson made to delegation of Mexican news- 

paper men was published in Mexico City, Carranza published note 

of United States of April 2, 1918, without answering same.......... 19 
American policy caused Mexican Government to flout the United 

States With IMpuUntY sceri son awe tee cae een eee E caw ees 19 
United States made Carranza. «2625. 2066-02 bes sesee wees den eweeenss 19 
Every slap Carranza administered to United States made him stronger 

in NIONICO yoo cocks oe been e Na a ASE au ESO ees Sen eae eaaxs 19 
Mexicana distrust each other.........-. 2-022 cece eee cee eee cece 19 
Policy of United States swept foundations from personal standing of 

every representative in Mexico; was reason for resigning............ 19 
Speech of President labeling all American interests in Mexico as being 

connected with ‘‘big interests”. 22.2.2... 02.2 eee eee eee eee eee 19 
This did more harm to Americans in Mexico than any one thing...... 19 
In latter part of 1917 conditions of famine existed in Mexico.......... 19 
This statement based upon investigation for department.............. 19 
Policy for past 7 years has wiped out all precedents in dealing with 

loreipn COUDLTICR 0455 oc coe once Sobek eats oka eae eset hae 19 
Should take “economic control’’ of Mexico ...................0..00. 19 
Lend Mexico money with understanding that United States sees that 

it is properly expended............-.---2--.20-5- Eee orien Sea ais 19 
Majority of Mexicans would accept if they knew United States meant 

DUSINCES senian aeeoe rE E ee hraee anaes sorte Se 19 
Eighty per cent Mexicans naturally pacific....................0.002. 19 
No trouble with Indians if let alone.............-.......-..00..2205. 19 
Excellent parallelin experience in Philippines. .................... 19 
Banditry never intended to be wiped out by present Mexican Gov- 

erime terena aie as Se ae Rok ae eee e A E REES 19 
Banditry was wiped out by Diaz..........-.--.-..-. aa AVN N 19 
United States has had practical mandate over Mexico; agreed to by 

Great Britain and France.......--..0-- 22-022 e eee e eee ee cece eee eeee 19 
Mandate has been accumulating shame for 7 years.........02....0002. 19 
Mexico intrinsically most wealthy country ever visited. .............. 19 
Division of land section of Constitution of 1917 as administered by 

Carrancistas only club to extort blackmail. ....................... 19 
Disease in Mexico averages higher than in this country........2...... 19 
During period of three months 45 trains were dynamited between Vera 

Cruz and Mexico City. ......--.------ teste eee ree eee 19 
Mexico City crowded with people from agricultural districts for safety.. 19 
State of Morelos wiped out as an agricultural district................. 19 
Conditions have wiped out 90 per cent of industries of country. ...... 19 
Chairman quotes statement of President to Congress Aug. 27, 1918.... 19 
Statement of Secretary. Bryan on Oct. 28. 19I8. 2... eee eee 19 
Statement chairman of Foreign Relations Committee Bacon on Oct. 

BOs LON Te E dead c E Maas: a Bim Nea E eae PES ete A den ee Se are 19 
Benito Juarez was known as “` Liberator’? of Mexico........ 2.2.0.2... 19 
Chairman quotes article 8 of treaty between Benito Juarez and United 

DUO LEB AE E N E T T oe se eee etek eee eee ire ae 19 
Chairman quotes articles 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 of same treaty; Benito 

Juarez treaty dated 1859........--.-----2---e- eee eee See re 19 
Treaty of Guadalupe, dated 1848; treaty of Gadsden, dated 1854...... 19 
Benito Juarez never lost prestige by entering Into this treaty......... 19 
Describes Mexican Indian........----------- eee eee eee eee 19 
Large concerns able to operate by payment for protection; small man 

who is unable loses... ...----+-++-++-- ee re eee 19 
Chairman introduces telegram from American Smelter & Refining Co. 

to Mexican oflicials proving this... 2.2.2... 02... eee eee ee 19 
Chairman quotes note of Secretary of State to Mexican Government, 

dated August 12, 1918. ....----. eee cece ee eee cece cece eee cece eens 19 
Carrancistas answered note August 12.0.0... 0000000000 cee eee eee 19 
Quote note of State Department, dated October 1, 1919... 2.2.2.2... 19 
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Chaiteh D WA merca eeta a oaa e aE ede l4 5 
Four Americans shot at Alamo mining camp by Mexican regular troops 14 2128 
Mining property at Alamo destroyed. ..........0... 00. ee ee eee eee eee l4 2125 
Statement of Carl L. Carlson... 0... ee ccc nee eee eees 14 219 
Compton: Oc G4 AMENGAN. ends ccac se eudasne sues eeee ioe RENESSE 8 1059 
GIGS Prmnege Pare ain os csadaetaeweweeeesu dae Oecewae TRETE TOR R 100 
Five-vear-old boy and three American soldiers killed. .............. 8 10 
Doan arad e erine ee e aa EEA a E Ar 8 I3 
Conger, Rev. Sidney S., American...........00.00 002 cece c ec cece cece eens 1 rA 
Disagrees with Inman....... 02... eee eee ee cece eeee weeee TE 1780 
Raise of wages by Americans. . 2.2.2.0... 00.0 cece cece eect e ects WoW 
Praise for Henry Lane Wilson... 2.2.2.2... 02002 c eee cee eee 1 2 
Carrancista troops in Mexico City......... 2.00... eee ee eee Hata J1 1736 
i Zapata and Villa forcer in Mexico City....... 02.0.0. cece eee eee VW} 1738 
Obregon and people of Mexico City. ....... 0.2.0... ee eee cee eee VW 1739 
Red: Crow in Mexico City one 25 oh keeles eeeeascceurestwetauecesce Woe 
Obregon and Red Cross... 2.0.2... 0 cc ec ce eee cence cece It 1741 
Toman SsOMIMIONS ereraa a sd Sede ewan dokus dee uedwe a W Wl 
Inman and Red FTO. 2 ee lie ea thoes ea hae piace N aT aes NH rE 
Carranza assurances to missionaries... 0... ee ce eee ee eee eee HW Ve 
TOUT EAMG aa 38 dno okie nim A eee acta ag bete nO etn Sars he cise Wo WB 
International Committee....... aaa 00. ee ce cee cece een cece eenees WoW 
State Department recommendations. ............0.0 000 cece eee ee eee ie eh) 
No one held accountable for confiscation. 2.0.2.2 .0 00.0. ee eee eee eee WH 1748 
Americans and Mexicans killed........0 0.0.0.0... 00 cece cee eee cece 11 17 
Poverty among Mexicans........ 0.0.00. c cee cece cece cee ce eeeeucuees 1] 17% 
Metallic reserve of banks seized... 0... ee ccc ccc cece cence 1 yY 
Corbin, Dr. Bruce Baker. American. .......00.020 0.02.0 cc eee cee ececeeee 9 145 
Disagreement Dr. Winton as to peace and prosperity in Mexico...... 9 1450 
Conditions in Mexico... 2.0020. cc cece we cen ccc enecccceeecens 9 1451 
People have no confidence in Carranza. 2.2.0.0... 0.00 cece cece eee 9 E 
People worn out and weary.....-..... 00.0.0. cece ec ec cece ence eees 9 1452 
Attitude of Americans in Mexico toward this Government. ......---- 9 J 
American opinion as to what ought to be done in Mexico. Destruction 
OPLOPEN sca cede EA E oa eo them net Saulncemesan r 144 
Treatment accorded Wwomen............. 0.000 cece cee ec cece cc eee ence Q 4445 
Economie conditions... 00.00.00. 0c cee eee cee cece cece ccc nnno eeren Q 1456 
Attitude toward Jenkins... 0.0... ee ee eee cece ce ceeeuees Q 1434 
Attitude of missionaries........ 000. c eee cece ccc ccc ccc ccccceceeues 9 1477 
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What Americans have done in Mexico tor people. ..............-265: 9 498 
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Statement as to not appearing before subcommittee. ..............65- 12 1835 
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Forres passport refused visé... 0.2.0.0. eee 12 1838 
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Subcommittee of United States Senate......00.00.0. 0.0 cece cee e eee 12 ssl 
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Dúm-duüm DulletSs xcs. os 50.4.5 cad enana CEES ERENT eter eee eee eins 10 1610 
Land and entry and title to daughter...............-............... 10 1611 
Dean, Edwin G. American- ecesas u 2 eestor ieee sey et ehebe E A 10 1612 
Raid on Columbus, N. Mex 0200 00ccc acs cevceten eee es saceseae as 10 1612 
Father: killede:j22>.c0.ecseeuedsewadear eel nes ewe peeveraiy E AR hens 10 1614 
De Bekker: LJ) American enaura Aa RESNE ER sexew wus 2 331 
Of oil, mining, and ranch interests. Memorandum on efforts to bring 
about intervention in Mexico.............- 2... ee eee eee eee eee eee 2 333 
Activities of Miss Agnes C. Laut............-.. 2... eee ee eee eee 2 335 
William: Gates eese cb Ge sadee acest were bee os ele bole EA 2 335 
Persona | Attitudes s.6n-toicanci eas seoes tessa ores eens E AA 2 336 
Literature sent out by League of Free Nations Association............ 2 337 
Plot against Mexico for intervention.................--.....0e ee eeee 2 338 
Reasons for summoning McDonald, Gates, Dr. Inman, Boynton, and 
IDG: DOK korece eeren eea ee ee eee a EE EAE 2 341 
“Slander of whole Mexican Nation”. ..........-....-....-.-.000e0e 2 343 
The plot against Mexico, quotations from the Nation................ 2 343 
Telegram quoted by witness.................. 222. e eee eee eee eee eee 2 345 


Note of Secretary of State of June 20, 1916, to Secretary of Foreign 
Relations de facto Government of Mexico, on outrages against 


Americans. ..............- PO ee ee eee 2 347. 
Investigation as to truth of articles.........-..---------e- ee eee eee. 2 362 
Delima G- Oe whack eect ek eee a eae E Bas ore ie eee 8 1135 


British subject. In Mexico since 1891: sheep and cattle business, 


ranza, nephew of President of Mexico; also Caraveo: captured, held 
T for ransom by Maj. Felipe Muzquiz Castillo, ofħicer in Carranza 
army: ransom paid by Piedra Blanca Cattle Co., $2,000 gold: relates 
assassination of Fred Hillcourt, his wife, son, and daughter—threw 
them in well—by Castillo because he refused to vacate ranch and 
give Castillo the cattle; they were British subjects; heard of Pat 
Malone being held for ransom in that section; Castillo later killed 
by Carrancistas: note by Hanson: Pat Malone was held for ransom 
$5,000; when it was paid to Castillo other Carrancistas killed Maj. 
Castillo to get the $5,000, and his former unlawful acts had nothing 
to do with his death: this was common report among all Americans 


and Mexicans who knew of alfair......-....-.--.--.--.- ee ee eee eee 8 1135 
Desvernine, Raoul E., American........-..---- 02 02ee eee ee cece eee ee eens 7 906 
Did not advise E. L. Figueroa he need not answer questions of sub- 
COMMING. bet clase oeors Cea ea eka esa a a Gee eeee es 7 906 
Not personal advisor of Carranza. ....----------e eee eee eee eee eee eee 7 907 
No part in telegram on bail for Jenkins.....-...............-22-....- 7 908 
_ Advice to Fitero erorcera presreo oes Sees n oS Ee asec k eee sie se 7 909 
Dickman, J. H., American. ........0-2-0 0-2 ce cece cece cee eeeececeeneee 9 1372 
Of Associated Tropical Plantation Co., State of Veracruz............. 9 1372 
Investment of $3,000,000............- 2-2 ee eee ee ec cee eee ee eens 9 1373 
Buildings destroyed and plantation gone back to jungle.............. 9 1373 
Cattle and horses stolen. ....... 2... ee ee cee cee ee ce cece eee ee cece g 1375 
Dodds, S. S Americane eaaa a one Meee e dG ime ENAERE 8- 1250 
Relates raid by Carrancistas, Fresno Pump Plant, near Brownsville, 
TEX e: a a PETE chi pecan fae che teamse sew EE 8 1251 


Furtherance plan of San Diego: details murder of Smith and Donald- 
son on Texas soil, by Aniceto Pizafia, officer Carranza: came from 


Matamoros, new Mausers and dynamite bombs.................-.- 8 1251 
Doheny, Edward L., American.........-.--.22-eeeceeee eee ceeeeeeeeeees 1 207 
Prospected for minerals in New Mexico since about 1873 on own 
rësources d ca os ce et oes Glee edo re ae Sea dad oe dee eae 1 208 
Discarded Los Angeles oil field in 1892.................220.222.00--- 1 209 
Found oil in Mexico in 1900; titles to first tract of oil land purchased.. 1 209 
Second tract purchased and titles. -........... 2.2.2.2 cece eee ee eee 1 211 


Assurances of President Diaz............. 0. cee ccc wc ec ccc cc ween cee 1 212 
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Doheny, Edward L.. American—Continued. Part. Page 
Concessions to import material and supplies for oil production........ 1 238 
Contract with railroad for oil fuel abrogated.............2.-.2--eseeee 1 35 
Attempt to nationalize petroleum......... 2.0.2... cece cece cece ee eeee ak 
No connection with Standard Oll....... 2.0... eee eee ee ee enone )} 219 
Wages to native labors isis eve ce choos bde sage ianeevcoeeeuce sects 1 
Relations to laboring classes.............0 2. c cece eee c cece cee eeeeees 1 24 
lotéerview with- Diaz- sisone ve as awd auido ncaa nese ease cee Ls 24 
Organized under California laws................ 00sec cece ee cece eeeee 1 2% 
Capitalization: sassen ceases eee Sates ek sobs ENE NTE 1 2% 
Acquirement of additional properties. ...........0000000 000500000000 yon 
Extract from report of 1915, shareholders...................0.002c008: 1 2 
Protocolling of a company, renaming of........-........... 22 e ee eee 1 231 
Annual report of Mexican Petroleum Co. (Ltd.) of Delaware......... 1 22 
Wages to native laborers. ... 2.2... ee eee cc cece cece cunce 1 2 
Cecil Rhodes and London Oil Trust......... 0.2... ec cece eee 1 22 
Report Ol 1916 36.2 bis as inao ena EE eae a eel see l 2# 
TACS OM OI e aerae ewe) N a a a OE EEAS 1 24 
Wale OF Olea ceca tthe a Reese eke A e eee a SEES 1 24 
Report OCU eerie aa E ads eevee eeee cosceweeeers 1 245 
Dividend: ol TOT aena eet cane E oboe le ANA } MW 
Annual Teport Of LOI Sc.24 a6 0:3 ove bisa sek cauas gu ose NES 1 4 
Or ax CR pild co.cc haw con eS eeeaat easier a Meee dust ihae es 1] H 
100 per cent efficiency of oi] industry...........0 0.022. 1 249 
Letter to United States Oil Fuel Commission as to value to United 

States of American-owned oil field in Mexico..................000- 1 2) 
Ware to lahorens.c:i.66o5c1 ede ca cote eek se bine we av aerate 1 32 
British Government oil acquisitions in Persia and elsewhere. ........ 1 2 
Future need of oil and products....... 2.20.2... cc cece cece ween eee 1 2 
Contiscatory legislation against oil interests.....................0000% . | 38 
Fuel oil............. E ETE EE E E Sala ue are aha EAE EEA 1 238 
Other forms of confiscation. .............. 2.0 c cece cect ee ee ee ecceeee 1 29 
Carranza oil decree of August 8, 1918.......0 00 ccc cee eee 1] 259 
Letter of April 2, 1918, from Ambassador Fletcher on above decree.. 1 2% 
Refusal to permit drilling in oil regions. ...............0...0 22 0e score 1 w 
Attempt to substitute mining claim rights for titles to oil lands...... 1 %3 
Kinds of oil produced in Mexico. .....2 2... 0. cece cece cece cence eee 1 260 
Committee organized to study Mexico, The Doheny Research 

Poundatinic ssc cays eed an ade t oot a kc E 1 7l 
Mexican Government determined to make enemies of Doheny 

E E EE ia E T E TE 1 X2 
Letter from President Benjamin Ide Wheeler on Doheny Research 

POU AOU E E EEE EN E A T N dena t: 
Attitude of oil people to Mexican people............. 22... cece eee ees 1 2 
Tribute to Candido Aguilar and others on advice of John Lind....... 1 26 
Forces in control of oil fields ....... 00.000. ccc ce ec ce cece cee eeee 1 X9 
Sympathy of oil companies for Carranza. ..........0 20 cece eee eee eee 1 79 
Pelaez’s demands on oil companies... 2.0.22. 00.. cece ee ee eee eee ees 1 219 
Radiogram from Mr. Wylie to Mr. Doheny on Pelaez activities....... ] 280 
Arredondo agrees to payment of tribute to Pelaez...............--++++ Te 
State Department approves............. 00.0 ccc cece eet ee eees L 28 
Memorandum of facts as to tribute paid by oil companies. ........--- 1 OS 
As to safety and conditions in Mexico............- 200 c cece eee eee eres ] W 
Paving tribute to Pelaez..... 0. cc cece ccc ccc e ee eeeee 1 289 
Inability of Carranza to drive out Pelaez, etc.............00 eee eens j y 

2S 


Waiver of right to file claims against. Mexico in order to enter Mexico. . 
Organization for protection of American rights in Mexico and pur- 1 W 


HOKE Ol 2 chests Hal ts cose eter ase Ena sete leemeeees 
Distorted statements about Mexico.... 2.0... o cee cee eee ee teens l = 
Check of Huasteca Petroleum Co. indorsed by Henry Allen Tupper.. ] 22 
Efforts to secure recognition of Carranza. ...02..... csceeeeeeeee eee } 2h 
Moving pictures of oil fields. 65565 cco cams ca cen new ba oan eoaene ss ea 

Donoho, Harry Cs AMON CIN siian aieia nea Stacia. se Anea E 14 210 
Robbery of oil company’s safe near Tuxpan and shooting of two j4 2131 

re) (60 cl) ee nr ee 
Trade excursion preparations to Mexico City. ..... 0.00020. e ee eee eee 14 213 


Exodus of Mexican laborers and conditions in agricultural and other 2136 
distri taere a iaae aa eSa Ea Nerana rE aR 14 
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Donoho, Harry C., American—Continued. Part. Pare. 
Description of a trip, devastation, etc.............-.. 22. eee ee eee ees 142136 
Entry of Carrancistas into Anona and El Higo and hanging of two 

DRO NGS occ caw eee cases cee eee mete eae eee V4 2037 
Mexican people kindly and lovable...................... 2... e eee 14 2140 
Mexicans want United States to straighten matters out in Mexico.... 14 2140 
Disc loses NAM Cs .o00ness cowie are oa ees seas Mees oekaw uae Res eaees boas 14. 140 
Safetv arriving rebels and insecurity among Carrancistas............ 14.9141 

Elias, Mother. De Sta Sacto... 2... 2 ee ee ee ee cee ee eens IS 629 


Mexican ‘‘ Discalced Carmelite.” no trouble under Diaz or Madero... 18 2649 
First trouble under Carranza, 1913: hiding from Carranza soldiers; 

desecration of churches: gave ciboria to horses; put vestments on 

horses’ backs. shot tabernacles; no town or place where this did not 

OCCUP ois i csp sl wba ee Se ate Sa eS ELSE EMIS ESE E ys Sle Rice a Saga SSO awn 18 250 
Mexican women sold chalices for 10 cents: soldiers took them and 

threw them in street: poor people sold them: ‘Blessed sacrament 

exposed”? and hundreds of soldiers shot ‘‘ostensoria.”’ sacrilege: 

six sisters spent two vears in hills with soldiers by force: oY alae 

aC 


for money; about to become mothers; lewd women and bad men 

dressed and posed as nuns. sisters. and priests: sport of church...... WW 2071 
Letter of November 4, 1914. to archbishop quoted; identified......... 18 2659 
Attempted to rob sisters. .........-..------0--- meee eee pete ted IS 2653 
Four nuns with consumption now hiding in Mexico. ................ IS 2654 


“Kill the priests; ” taught to persecute the rich; disguised to cross 
into Mexico: afraid priests will be held for ransom as heretofore.... 18 2655 


_ Priests now held in Mexico for $100.000. ........-..------2-. 2.208. I8 2655 
Ellis, James E., American.......-.---------- PERERA kirara ee 8 1091 
Cafe at Matamoros seized by Carranza officials, 1092; damages $14.000. 
for which claim is filed, 1093... 2.2.2... eee eee cece eee ee eee neces & 1091 
aay Onn Wisp SCR ees die A a A ate TE 15 2203 
anager Vista Hermosa Sugar & Mercantile Co., 15.000 acres in State 
Of OAXACA... ow Saba cteess POEET ET AEE TENE AEA 15 2203 
Investment of $250,000 .....c.cc0s200.00s4sncees some awn eee esewen eda 15 2204 
Contract labor. .......- 00000001500 E amnussiiotesi siete 15 2204 
Property idle, dismantled machinery going to wreck, etc............ 15 2206 
Livestock all gone. . 2.2... 2... cee e eee eee eet cee e ee teen en nnce 15 2206 
Business profitable... .- 2.2.2. - eee eee cee eee tent e ence en eeee 15 2207 
Confiscated property. ...-.----- eee ee ere eee eet eet et eee teen eens lð 2208 
Polariscope test of sugar........--------+--- se eee eee ee ee eee eee ene 15 2208 
Attempt of Gustavo Madero to control sugar in Mexico. ............. 15 2209 
Troubles on occupation of Veracruz....-...--+--0 +e eee eee e eee eens 15 2210 
Departure from ranch. ......---2+eece eee e cence teen e teen cee ees 15 2211 
Experiences on road to VeracruZ....--- +--+ 0+ ee ee eee ee eee eee ee eee 15 2212 
Capture of Veracruz. .....-.-- eee e tree erences eee c eee nee 15 2215 
John Lind. ... 2.2.2.2... 2 eee eee eee ete ete nett tee e cence ene 15 2216 
No concessions or special privileges...--.--------e cece eee eee eee eee 15 2217 
People favored Huerta........---- 2-2 cece c reece tee ee eee eee eee Tò 2217 
Labor, Oaxaca Indians. ........------+-++-+-2-+-- Wa ities SpA S 15 218 
Possibility of an army going from Veracruz to Mexico City........... 15 2219 
Assassination and robbery of a family of Mexicans. ...............,. 15 2220 
Shooting of five men for killing. .....-----+++++++seseeeee eee eeeee eee l5 2220 
Church in Mexico......---..-- cece e eee c eee ee eeee 15 2220 
Priests, character of. .....-.--- eee eee c eect eee eee cece eee 15 2221 
Cause of trouble in Mexico..... rr ee ee 15 2299 
Check from Waters-Pierce Oil Co. for $685,000 to Madero to carry on 
ZO r E A T E eriaer ences 15 2222 
What this country should do in Mexico... 2.2.2... eee eee 1b 2994 
People capable of ruling themselves. ........... PAE A 15 2025 
Mexicans suffered more from revolution than foreigners.............. 15 2996 
Condition of sugar property... -- 2-2 +. eee eee eee eee cece eee 15 226 
Profits and investors. . .----- eee ce tee eee cece ee eee eens 15 2227 
Company investigated by shareholders. ...................0.00200.. l5 2298 
Dowe, O. C., American. ..- ee eee eee ee cece eee eee eens 10 1556 
Shipping OL Nunes cattle ie nsce thoes eae eee e ee leueaewecea cas 10 15586 
Celso Telles, lieutenant colonel, Carranza Army...................... 10 1557 
wo customs inspectors, Joe Sitters and Jack Howard, killed in Big 
Bend district esras pee ees eset a bene eae ata Sete clos 10 1557 
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Part. Pap. 
Dychés;, PF 37 Ameri aero a E E eae eee 10 1558 
Robbery of Baldwin in Big Bend district.................-.---.065- l0 159 
Eck R-H rA merica heera eana a E EER E E 10 13% 
Cumbre Tunnel disaster..... 2.0.0... 2 0c c ee cee cee ee eee e ences 10 1} 
Execution of Eck, bishop, and negro ..........2-. 2.2.0 ee cece neces 10 1505 
Edmunds, Geo. L., American............. 2.2.2.2 0 02 eee eee eee TOPAN 2 423 
La Revista Mexicana, purpose of .........00 000000 cee eee ece cee eetees 2 434 
George F. Weeks, editor, paid by Carranza Government.............. 2 434 
Money paid by Mr. Arredondo........... 2.2... cece eee eee eee eeee 2 42) 
Weeks connected with Mexican foreign office. ........-.....-...005- 2 4 
Enders, C. W., American......... e Aachen We duh aa eae ate Gate acess 8 1077 

Ranch owner, 80,253 acres near Santa Rosalia, Chihuahua, and 253,000 
acres 60 miles from San Pedro, Coahuila.......................006% & 107 
First fight at Torreon, May 13, 1911. ................0. 2000... . 2c eee 8 100s 
Chinamen (303) killed at Torreon.......2..... 0.002. cece eee e ee eees 8 00s 
Claim: by China lors. sersem eseteinek dé Seu séuatlasiegeeeed ieee 8 1973 
Claim of witness for horses.........0. 0.000.020 ce cece cece eee cee eeees 8 li~ 
Esteva, Manuel A., Mexican...........0 000.0 c ccc cece cece ec ee et eeees 9 El 
Consul, San Antonio, New York, etc............0 0.0... cece eee eee ees 9 138) 
bt Barbarous Mexico” 2hyeuees 265s bois hb ou Bo 5 hn pew dennis nade Mele cus Q 13A 
John Lind against Huerta. ..0ccds65 os tees takes pec Oredaee ees doakk 9 1363 
Moving pictures of Villa’s life... 2.2.0... 2. cece ee eee cence Q 13 
Niagara COnferene@sac.5% 6045 0 6.ces th ce eeek kk ones dewoset end ueweees 9 134 

Agreement violated in the shipment of arms and ammunition on the 
ATMOS: Sos soar ex enc SEAE E S E E E edmoues Q 134 
Concessions, Meaning Of........0 0000 ele cee ce cece ce cee ceceeees 9 134 
Concessions for building materials. ........00. 0.000. cc eee ee ee eens Q 1365 
Selling COMCOSSIONS: 265s ace cans s pce dae obama Gobet wae sehen bane ona denser Q 1366 
Concessions to import cigarettes free... 2... cc ee eee eens 9 1356 
Shipment of silver and coinage in United States....................- Q 136 
Changes in consular charges.............. Se eee ere ane Q 1387 
Possible to start revolution in Mexico without aid from United States. 9 134 
Policy of Washing lonsccs os css hah ede ncohainnch eee nE ede eeoas g 13K 
Armed Intervent: DAC teitscece 2s x0 ode Phwweeh cals eed oee weds tees Q 13h 
How United States can help Mexico. 2.0.0.0. eee eee ee ee eee Q 136 
Better class of Mexicans out of Mexico... ........- 00 cc cee cece eens Q 13nd 
Pan American conference........... 0000. cee eee ee eee cece ee eeees g 1369 
United States responsible for what is going on in Mexico.............- Q 3a 
Promises of revolutionist8. 2.2.0.0. ee eee cee ce cece eee eeees 9 1371 
Armed intervention last resort. ........00 0.00 ccc eee cece cece eeeee Q RE 
Vial SCHatOr Na i E E tenet ed See GG see yo lacus matted T A g 10 
Statement as to his interests in Mexico............. ren eae 8 n3 
Peal E E ae P ba G lees oo e ceieds since ade OC dc aed eS Suh Ui ee eae T 7 49 
—__(hairman, submitted statement on resolution 335, Sixty-second Con- mere 
PAE eel dexter ps arte sean ee aes nny ae eee’ 7 rn 

No report this committee to Congress, but Senator A. B. Fall presented 

typewritten report to William Alden Smith March 1, 1913; later June 
1, 1913, Senator Fall presented to Chairman Augustus O. Bacon of 
Foreign Relations Committee; no action taken............--.-+--+- 240 

Dudley W. Robinson, Assistant United States Attorney, and A. I 

McCormick, United States Attorney, southern district of California, 
referred to prosecution of Flores Magon et al.; violation neutrality ; 
law; Plant la Regeneracion seized: Mexican Liberal Party......-.-- 249. 
Two letters to Anselmo L. Figueroa signed by Ida Crosa.........---++ 17 24% 
Two letters to Flores Magon signed by J. Menke.........-...-20+-+0°" We 
Two letters to Flores Magon signed by Otto Kapplin.........--..-+++: 7 24m 
Petition, old soldiers, California... . . ae er Nate a Neate 17 AN 
Letter to Anselmo Figueroa signed by H. A. Crecelius........0.000> 17 24% 
Letter to John Kenneth or Edith L. Turner signed by S. Parks....-- 17 25M 
Letter to Flores Magon signed by Sadie L. Bernstein.....-.----+-+++= 1 2500 
Italian donations to Magon, correct list..........--..0.ceceeceeeeeeees 17 2500 
Letter to Turner signed by M. A. Redding.........0.¢eeceeeeeeeeee* 17 250 
Receipt to A. P. Cherback, P. H. Leifferts, and signed by John Kolody s- 
for money used for guns and ammunition, ete..........-2+--29°" L 3a] 
Circular of Mexican Liberal Party to fellow workers...........0-05-4 li ne 
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Letter to Magon signed by Alex T. Wilson.....-...-.-.--------+---- 
ee to J "k. Turner and editors of Regeneracion signed by Joseph 
a Oi bch wae A E E E anes cee Bele ae eee mene ter 
Letter to W. C. Owens signed by J. K. Turmer.........-.......-....-- 
Letter to James Dunn signed by Melbourne...........-....---.....- 
Letter to Magon signed by Jos. Moore, secretary Liberal League...... 
Letter to editor Regeneracion signed by Thomas M. Dodson.......... 
Letter to A. L. Figueroa, signed by G. C. Kraal, money-order check $8; 
order copies for Regeneracion signed by Jerome miners’ union by 
Wolf Holm, secretary.......-.--- 22-2. eee ee eee cee eee eee eee eee eee 
a ele order and letter to Mexican Liberal Party signed by Marcus C. 
GreU ING i. cats cai dc eee ewes ede e ne eee Pees Re SS ER nee bees Es 
Money order and letter to Figueroa, signed by P. Chierego (Italian), 
shows superior intelligence of I. W. W....-.--.------------ e+e eee 
Manifesto to I. W. W. signed by Magon etal.................-.....- 
Objects of Socialists and I. W. W. as shown by literature.............. 
Advocates TOCE soseo re se el awe erat ee eters eee EAS 
Quotes second paragraph of manifesto direct action and necessary revo- 
lutions; during revolution (Madero) Magon had party of armed men in 
Chihuahua who refused to recognize Madero; driven out by Orozco. 
Magonistas not allowed to affiliate with insurrectos; revolution de- 
nounced by Magon; tried to carry it into Lower California; Magon 
advised by best attorneys; relates methods of enlistment........... 
Different nationalities enlisted; Gen. Pryce, of South African police, 
took Tia Juana, tried to extradite him; British Government inter- 
fered; extradition failed; promised each man 160 acres of land in 
Mexico if Liberal Party succeeded; special inducements to other 
nationalities; ex-United States soldier, negro............-......+... 
Agitation (extracts from literature) for money and publicity; letter to 
fagon, signed by William Fawcett Smith, wanting payment for 
services to wounded Magonistas........-.----.---- eee eee eee eens 
Collected three to five hundred per month; John K. Turner gave A. G. 
Rogers, printer, money with which to purchase guns for Magonistas 
or I. W. W.; declare against Madero for President.................. 
Magon literature circulated in Mexico many years. ..........--.-..-. 
Western Federation of Miners sent men and assisted: working all over 
Mexico: effect far-reaching: had nothing to do with Madero revolu- 
tion so far as Madero and Orozco were concerned, took for their part 
Lower California: statement of Magon in extradition case: explained 
him they were mounting army in Mexico, later used in his trial 
against him: statement referred to signed by Magon, Antonio Villa- 
treal, and others. ....--.-----+---- Lee ee ee eee ener eee i 
Magon-Villarreal propaganda in Mexico for so many years; demoral- 
ized the ignorant and may cause to revolt; mamfesto of Magon- 
Villarreal junta quoted: not fighting Diaz, but for expropriating the 
land, etc., in Mexico: declares against Madero..........-.-.-0ceea. 
Against United States Government; do away, first, with Diaz, then 
Roosevelt: Salazar through leader expecting assistance from Social- 
ists in United States; predicted Socialist revolution in United 
States: Antonio Villarreal, secretary of organization, St. Louis, 
Sept. 28, 1905, gives officers’ names; has organization in Chihuahua, 
Sonora, Coahuila, Tamaulipas, Sinaloa, Durango, San Luis Potosi, 
La Honda, Tlaxcala, Veracruz, Yucatan, Tabasco, Jalisco.......... 
_W. W. of United States assisted them: many whites and negroes 
joined Gen. Pryce at Tia Juana: battle May 8 or 9, 1910: second 
attle Tia Juana, I. W. W. first, Gen. Jack Mosby and I. W. W. in 
command: he was deserter from United States: Gen. Pryce with- 
drew: came to United States: they were under Magon; Madero 
forces drove them from Lower California; I. W. W.’s want Lower 
California. .......-0----5- -0127 ere ee ee 
Magon Brothers et al. convicted United States court June, 1912; given 
23 months for violating neutrality laws of United States; Antonio P. 
Araujo, an ex-convict, Leavenworth, was indicted but not appre- 
hended; he is now in Chihuahua, head of communist organization, 
May, 1920; Tirzo de la Toba appointed general to lead their people 
in Mexico; letter to him; instructions to him signed by Magon..... 
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Fall. Senator A. B.—Continued. Part. Pag. 
Seven of Toba men were captured with arms and ammunition, maps, 
bombs, en route Mexico. 2.2... eee cee ce cece cece eee necene 7 51 
Demonstrations in courtroom by I, W. W., trial of Magon............ 7 351 
Report of Senator Fall to Committee on Foreign Relations............ 7 WA 
Resolution July 29, 1912, to supply tents and rations to American 
refugees in El Paso, TeX........0.n0nnnaenneounnresenesenseeeresse Vi wi 
Bailey resolution, August 2, 1912, to provide $100,000 for transporta- 
tion of refugees from El Paso, Tex., to their homes................ Vi dedi 
Figueroa, Emiliano Lopez, Mexican...............-002eceee seers puis Soee T 
Protest against testifying before subcommittee.................002 eee 7 8 
Re Jenkins case at Puebla... 2.20... ec ce eee eee e nee nes iS 
l Bail for Jenkins. did not assist in getting. 2.2.20... 0. cee ee cee eee TO 
Mexican law as to bäil.- 20.25.02 1405 eeee sao casine vee ba eaaaxeees 7 OMS 
Magazine de la Raza................... S NTE a Chee tes Cnt elias Sear T 
AE E E TE I EE E ENR E E PEE hod A 1 M 
Rafael Nieto and German colony in Mexico..............020e eee eeees 7 w 
Yellow booklet of Thomson and what it savs about Mexico........... 1 WO 
Carranzə’s letter to Berlanga on raids on Texas border. ............-- 1 MP 
Book of Miss Hermila Galindo, ''The Carranza Doctrine”............. 1 aS 
| Letter of Carranza to Miss Galindo about her book................... T Wh 
Not in Mexican secret ServiCe... 2.2... ee ce cece ence ec eeeee T 4B 
Ford. Dr. C. Oscar, American......... cee dale air oes ees oe ca etauds I ler 
a Traveled under military escort... 2.2... 2222. c cee ccc eee ee eeeeees Ne ss 
a PE Ria WI MO XICO. 220 24.554 a we a A cewou Olesen teatage wees le 
P Conditions not safe in Mexico....... 2. cece cece eee eee TEBA 
4 Consul’s clerk says United States does not protect its citizens......... ll les! 
7 TEIN WICC oti at saan E E enim E S aaea tI HN 
} Mexico and help from outside.......... 00... 0 ee ce eee eee Noles 
No German propatanda. ............ ccc cece cece eee ceeceseseuenes Hos 
Spiritual and intellectual welfare of Mexicans...........2....0..006- Il eN 
Mexican does not know how to work, how to live.................-66- 11 16s 
Mexico would suffer if foreign enterprises were excluded.. .....--.-- 11 1M 
Carranza helpless in many respect8............ 0.0 c cece eee ee ee cee ees 1] 1M 
< l 1136 
d Forres Henry; AmMerne@anisi<64csosotsees ia aa a EEN sl 4] 
f Conditions good under Diaz, bad under Madero and to present time.. $ ils 
! Article 27, Mexican Constitution, virtually means confiscation; had a 


large lease for oil in Tamaulipas, certain people took advantage of 
the provisions of article 27, and denounced 1,000 acres in center of 


lease, thereby robbing them out of it; Carranza officials upheld de- 


TOUMCeNICN eee fe ae Su a oes ache tol geek hale E eotneien es 8 is 
i Refused to allow witness to denounce his own land..............-+++ 8 ls 
Bv paving a bribe to Carranza officials could have overcome denounce- 

ment; article 27 means confiscation............20000-e cece cece cess $ 1% 


Press report to effect that upon Carranza’s visit to Coahuila he had 
guard of 400 men, while in fact he had 7,000; traveled in sumptuous 
stvle while country traversed destitute; conditions now in Mexico 
unsafe for any one to travel; trains run only in daytime to avoid 
bandits and rebels; animosity against Americans only by Carrancis- 
tas; mentions murder of Bowles and Rooney near Tampico; only 
Americans killed, no English, French, or Germans..........--- ... 8 1M 
Carranza has only control of certain cities, but not the country; dis- 


requested to try consul for visé.... 0.20. cc eee eee eee eeee 8 113 


danger of publications of such proparandi as published by George 
F. Weeks in Mexico City; savs w 
toward Carranza 1t 18 pa for same; disagrees with preachers as to 


there being peace in A *xico; recalled.................ccecueeceeees g 14l 
Forres refused vise to his passport because he had appeared as witness : 
before committee. Keport made request of committee. .......---- 8 1241 
Forest Wilbur, AMeCnCONs oi cece cocaine raea abe ee ha raa ANE EE ES 14 2046 
Investigation of facts concerning arrest and trial of Consular Agent , 
Jenkins at Puebla A E E E ge ko cise 14 A 


Publication of letter, Cordvha-toJonking... 0 ek 14 207 


. 
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., Wilbur, American—Continued. l Part. Page. 
e with Cordoba in Mexico City about Jenkins spurious letter. 14 2048 
Purpose of kidnaping Jenkins. aesan aaa ER AA E N RETENE l4 2049 
Cordoba not afraid o CADUUTO a eno REEE SERE Bice eo ade 14 2050 
Yucatecans no respect for Carranza Government..................... 14 2050 
Left Mexico to escape deportation... ........ eee eee eee ee eee eee eee. 14 2051 
Frasier, W. E., American.....--.------ Peerereeeree reer ee peated bats 8 1141 
Went to Mexico 1903; moved family there 1905; went into general 
business and mercantile......--.--- eee eee ere ree: 8 1141 
In Blalock colony....,--------- beasts cae tegen han ce Pee athe tases ches eSources 8 1142 
Refers to rape of the Misses Gourd on Atascador colony .............. 8 1142 
Punched around by Carrancistas because he would not dance........ 8 1142 
Threatened to kill him, robbed and mistreated him and his colonists. 8 1142 
Gen. Castro eeo eek hha C4 e SEO ean BR pe eee seme e stay 8 1142 
After Veracruz incident very much worse.........-------------see0-- 8 1143 
Medling and McElroy held in captivity.....----- ee ee 8 1143 
Relates to murder of Brooks on Chemal colony (Bill Brooks). ........ 8 1144 
Relates murder of Randle on Chemal colony........-.-------------- 8 1144 
Put in jail by Mexicans. .........---- +0222 e eee ee eee e eee eee 8 1145 
Lost all property........2--0-0 eee ec ee eee tte e etter eee eee eens 8 1147 
Frost, Archibald B., American.......--.2..--0 eee eee e ce eee eee eee e eee 10 1614 
Raid at Columbus, N. Mex. ..-.-.-- 2. -- ee eee eee eee eee eee eee eens 10 1614 
Wout od LWiCE cc ncuseoce beh Geta ea teas aauales OETAN 10 1615 
Gardner, sb a eee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee S e ee 8 1111 


Came out of Mexico August 25, 1919; in Mexico since 1897; railroad 

conductor out of Mexico City to Cuernavaca Division; compelled to 

leave Mexico with all railread men under order of Government of 

April 17, 1912; watchword of “La Gran Liga,” Mexico for Mexicans. 8 1112 
Relates Jack Johnson incident in Sanborn’s, Mexico City, in restau- 

rant: Mra. Thinguin, an American lady, refused to serve him; later 

five Carrancista generals made Walter Sanborn apologise to John- 


son, shake hands with him, etc.......---- PEO EE Neue Mate aes 8 1113 
Relates abduction of Mexican girl by Zapatistas, also common thing 
for girls to be ravished and ahductod esir Oe aha eet w Sa athena 8 1115 
Treatment of railroad men reported to United States organization, ete. 8 1115 
Garrett, William C., American. .....------. sete eee r eee eee e eens 13 1961 
ent to Mexico on Brvan’s recommendation....... shaded a Sa. 13 1961 
Bought 440 acres 12 miles north of Victoria, Tamaulipas, Mexico...... 13 1962 
Henequen culture described... ...----- +--+ ee ee eee eee eee teens 13 1962 
Plantation utterly destroyed. ......---.------- cates Seneca aaa a 13 1963 
Carranza revolution against Huerta and destruction of reilroads, roving 
bende Or robbers ae ces ead hone we SER eae e EOE GaSe 13 1963 
Came out at time of landing at Veracruz...--...-...-- Sita sada eats 13 1963 
Outrages, demands for horses, frequent by Carranza soldiers........... 13 1964 
Beaten by bandits who demanded money...--..---.----+----++-5-- 13 1965 
Burnt saddles and account books. ...-----------+:- ee re 13 1966 
In Victoria when Pablo Gonzalez took it and looted 1t............... 13 1966 
Appeal to authorities often. ......----- 02sec e eee e cece cece ee eens 13 1967 
et John Lind ceerde osan Ei Show ears aoe ea eae e Anse RE 13 1967 
Advice of American authorities to leave Mexico..................-.. = 13 1968 
Prospecte for success good with protection. ........1.s...554441550 13 1968 
Relations with laborers good. ....-------- +++ esse eee e eee eee cece nese 13 1968 
Mexico greatly benefited by foreign investments.......-......-....-- 13 1969 
Carranza doctrine, Mexico for Mexicans, property of foreigners for 
Mexicana. be coe oor ic aA aE A Sete RR eae RA eb ho aks 13 1969 
American colonies between Tampico and Monterrey ................. 13 1969 
Colonists not exploiting Mexicans....--..-- +++ ee cece cece eee eee e eens 13 1970 
Homes and farms destroyed. .-..-------+2e+-eree- ETE 13 1970 
Foreigners not. permitted to have arms and ammunition.............. 13 1971 
Feeling against Americans different from that for other foreigners...... 13 1972 
Secretary Root’s trip to Latin-America.......--....-.2.---2-ee eee 13 1972 
Mr. Bryan s attitudes... .:-2-+0s 00+ 8ee<toesensesaeeenseeeeceeees 13 1973 
Mexican elections.......-.-.- cece teste eee e tence wenn races eneees 13 1973 
Treatment accorded foreigners generally .............2.2.220-22 02 13 1974 
Cübanize Mexico orcs rrer anaE ates Seow Leis’ abr ATASA 13 1974 
Opinions of foreigners or Mexicans on what should be done to Mexico. 13 1974 
Peons opposed to intervention. .....-.-----25- sees eee eee eee eee eee 13 1975 
Plantation absolutely ruined . ....-------0eee cece eee e cece eee eens 13 1975 


Expected protection by United States............----..--.-02ee sees 13 1975 


ee eee ee E a NE E: 
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Gates: Des William, Americans sade dereie E Eene NETA 


David Lawrence article in A Post, quotations from............ 
Correspondence with Secretary of far Baker....... Sst cae ELTSE 
Letters to H- L- Hall stolen- cereis be ce ccc vee vecee rnae tesa 
Omissions in published lettets...... 22.0.0... eee eee cee ee 
Correspondence to Baker. ........--.. 22. e ee eee eee cece eee cece 
Baker to Gatel, os cesesisoris ior ese eee te wee e atu eee ines eens 
Cates to Rakere.6. cue dense eed Cheese se eaae e a aa EEE ay 
Gates to Baker. ..........--.--.20--- a Sees Or ua peter va E eG T 
Gates to BARGPsh3.5.655.ci noone ae eae eee EE Ge r AE 
Baker (0: Gales eis 2s 2a kane esse at eas cate a hean cas EA at a 
Cates to Hake ciicc csc SS eee eee ek ein E E awe So eae es 
Baker to Gales ets acs 34 ees oe Red Soe eee E See oes canes 
Gatesto Baker: eo iece ss awe see ve oie couse AE ERENG 
Gates to Churchill- wice sss cane tach tierce waw eed bb beatae oe ada 
Gates to: Nak Cts fons Sesh eee bette ees hae a E AE eens ete 


No connection with Association for Protection of American Rights in 
E E EE ie th aensae a ea N A ad 
Article in Popa and magazines not written by request of Americans 
interested in- MOXICO aeneae aree A EREA DGE 
In no conspiracy to bring about intervention... ................006- 
Notinfluenced by anybody for or against intervention. ............... 
How he came to write article...... ad aah ys icles Neg ha fee oats Sects 
No agreement with Harold Walker for propaganda in favor of interven- 
tidt tm MEXICO i¢-daiwia ide nets tN al E E T oe 


Cates NU once aa Sees UG cease a a EAE eee been 


Letter. Secretary of War Baker to Gates, August 10, 1919. re David 
Va oe ate ieee, ae alos ete dal a ee aac akin eT 
Three exhibits. 4, 5. and 6, with Baker letter of August 6. 1919; five 
organizations against Carranza... 2.0.2... cee eee eens 
Studied Mexico for 20 years; witness degree from Mexican Government 
as honorary professor of the museum in Mexico City, appointment.. 
Goes on with early history of Indian races in Mexico; MAPoosek<e sis 
Gives associates of his, interested in archeology, wrote articles. pre- 
pared map Maya race. giving boundaries of all settlements of Indian 
tribes; Lumholtz’s “Unknown Mexico” correct.............062085 
Twenty-five or thirty different languages in Maya race only: 50 
Indian tribes; 250 dialects. unintelligible to each other; 10.000.000 
Indians; 800 miles horseback, June, 1917, to May, 1918; saw Felix 
Diaz and Zapata; visited ruins. ..........2..... arg eas 
Saw Meixueiro; 1.500 miles horseback again through Oaxaca Moun- 
tains out through Salina Cruz; paid own expenses; never employed 
to write on Mexico; man of means; not propagandist; met Diaz..... 
Met Zapata in Morelos; speaks Spanish; Zapata opposing Carranza, 
wants land tor people; later betraved and killed by Gonzales. ..... 
Mexicans cultured; son of ex-governor of Oaxaca; Zapotec Indian; 
inhabitants Oaxaca; Zapotec and Miztee races; Benito Juarez. 
Zapotec Indian; Porfirio Diaz Miztec brand of Zapotec race.....--- 
Communication. Pelaez to Secretary Baker. refers to document.....-- 
Zapata and Villa occupied Mexico City twice; Aguascalientes con- 
vention when Eulalio Gutierrez was named President of Mexico: 
describes election in Yucatan; Castro was the “Alvarado Bolshevist 
SST E obstetric alent cam Menelet Menn T hte ced 
Cirenlar, Candido Aguilar. reference elections in Veracruz; five classes 
Mexjin Cin not Vote... ccc ce cc ec ccc cece cece cccuveueeeees 
Circular No. 14; Oaxaca, private individuals prohibited from con- 
sulting State government; electoral law, Oaxaca, December 23, 1916; 
three classes citizens prohibited, referring to Candido Aguilar proc- 
lamation; out of 70,000 only 20,000 voted; quotes Carranza official 
FODOE on SE ete eee tare dh scat a eeu oin url aust ree ete: 
I. W. W.'s have branchesin Mexico................02.00eeeeee eee 
Casa del Obrero Mundial means *' Industrial Workers of the World ”.. 
Comments; Salvador Alvarado, who is the center of the entire Bolshe- 
vist qüe lons esser treas detect oss een EE uaa seas sess eet? 
Wanted to make Mexico Bolshevist after Yucatan.........0000000020 
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Gates. William—Continued. Part. 


Whole Republic; refers to section 4, “‘Revolutionary Confederation 
of” VeracTUZ. osese ae sess aera ee thee tober ee eee a e 
Torun capitalists out. .--..---- +--+ eee e eee eee eee eee ee eae 


Gives names of signers... . 2. - +--+ ee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee 


Quotes agreement between Carrancistas and I. W. W................ 
Alvarado joined by Germans. ......-.---.-- +--+ - 0 eee ee eee eee ee eee 
Felipe Carrillo acting governor Yucatan. ....------++:.-++----2+0-- 
Carillo threatened death to whites if plans interfered with........... 
Carillo visits United States... . 2.02... - ee eee eee eee eee eee 
Visited Socialists here... ....-------- eee eee terete eee ee eee eee 


Witness saw letters....-..------ 2-2-2 eee eee nett ee eee 
Carillo officially vouched for by Carranza Consul de Negri............ 
Carillo against Pablo Gonzales. ..-.......----- +--+ + eee e eee ee eee eee 
Alvarado visits Washington. ....--....----- ee eee eee eee eee eee eee 
Claimed represented Obregon. ......-.- +--+ ++ +e eee eee e ee eee eee 
Witness connects Obregon with Bolshevists. ......-...--...-....... 
Pan-American Labor Conference, Laredo, Tex., in 1918.............. 
Introduces radical address of Mexican delegate Barron............... 
Secretary of Labor Wilson attends conference. ........--.----....... 
Gov. Hunt, of Arizona. attends conference...............----.....8. 
Knows Antonio I. Villarreal. ............--- 02 eee eee cere cee e eee nnes 
Villarreal one of organizers Mexican labor revolutionary junta in 1905. 
Gompers wired sympathy....... 2... . cece ee eee eee eee ee eee ees 
Knows John Kenneth Turner and De Lara... ........--.......2.... 
Turner and De Lara collecting agents for invasion Lower California. . . 
History of organized labor in Mexico, years 1910 to 1916. ............ 
Statement of Eloy Armenta relating to organized labor in Mexico. .... 
Written appeal Samuel Gompers to Mexican labor................... 
Clerk Chamber of Deputies. Mexico, sold copies ‘‘ Russian Bolshevist”’ 

Constitution. ...... 2.22... eee eee eee eee ett ete eee 
Mexicans at labor conference introduced proposition to free workers 

from jails in United States; witness quotes extracts from speeches 

pro and con relating to porposition. ........-...-+------- se. ee eee. 
Gompers and American Federation of Labor does not understand 

MOXICANG.c-g:ic au resect oera ae eta s Me igled SoMa Set AVET dew cams 
Introduces Carranza death decree regarding strikes................... 
American railroad men run out of Mexico.........--..--.--.....000. 
Introduces copy report of W. K. Suit, chief conductor, relating to.... 
Introduces copy of minutes of meeting Guadalupe Local Order Rail- 

road Conductors protesting against. .....-.--..--2-- ee ee eee ee eee 
American Federation of Labor did not interest themselves in behalf of 

railroad men driven out. ......- worst BSCS a OE i ER beat Nees 
Common people of Mexico friendly to Americans. .................. 
Pan-Latin Bolshevists and military dictators only enemies of Ameri. 


Witness against armed intervention........-----..-.2++-+- eee eee eee eee 
Thinks next year in Mexico will be worst of all; introduces copy of 
letter to President of United States signed by Magana, Meixueiro, 
Pelaez, and Felix Diaz.......-..---- +20 e+ ete e eee eee ee ee eee eee 
Introduces copy of proclamation ‘‘To The Nation” by Gen. Isabel 
Robles and Meixueiro. .......---.-.5-+s-ee- peste e eee 
eas petition to governor of Puebla from people of State of 
NOON ac ahaa ees did wn a SSeS eh ga oe Ra a SD) ee ee a +o oe a e og a a aha 
Report on special investigation of Senate committee re I. W. W. and 
! Mexican combination introduced by chairman..................... 
Gavito, Vicente Sanchez, Mexican .....---. ee a eres eee eee 
Member of Mexican Senate, 1912; all dissolved in October 15........ 
Attitude of Funston at Veracruz. ...-.-.------+ sss seers eee eee eee e es 
y Mexicans fled from Mexico....--..----++-s+s eee eee ee eee eens 
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Wilson and Carranza and given wide publicity.........00 025004244 li 


Gavito, Vicente Sanchez. Mexican—Continued. Part. Pap. 
Manuel Calero in Huerta’s cabinet........--.-- 2022 - ee eee eee eee enone 9 1440 
Approves statements in Calero’s book......---------2-seeee cess eeees 9 144] 
His family’s house in Mexico City looted and occupied by Ignacio 

Boni las) ceea aRar e a eee ewes Se eee teres 1442 
Bulnes book correct in ‘The Whole Truth about Mexico”........... Q 142 
Americans did not exploit country. .....-. 2.22... 2 eee e eee eee e ee eees 9 143 
Operation of Americans beneficial to Mexicans.................eecee Q HH 
Educated Mexicans in exile for various reasons discouraged.......... 9 1445 
Hope of Mexico in expatriated Mexicans..........-..-2...eceeeeeees 9 187 
Wilson’s mistake and failure. ....... 222... cece cece cee cece eee e eens Q l4; 
Mexico's indebtedness and failure to meet it.............-.....200.. Q }448 
Against intervention.......--..-- ete he GUS OS tects ety eh Q 448 
Opposed to outside interference........-..- +--+ cece eeeee cece eeeers Q 148 
Peon class can not establish stable government................-.+.-5 Q 1449 

Gilkey, Herbert S., American..........--. 22-2222 2 eee ee eee eee eects 11 166° 
Rio Verde Agricultural Co., 50,000 acres, State of Oaxaca, Mexico, 

live stock and agricultural equipment................2......--05: 1] 1667 
No labor troubles: o.cccusesitebccos ceeiaseotndsdedgcaedeneatieet 11 168 
Salen Umeei DINAS anaren EE RAEAN 11 1669 
State authorities of Oaxaca tried to give protection and never recog- 

nized afani oaa ee secs owns EEE ENEN ERAS 1689 
Depredations in i911 by bandita: 6. oes vases alate AEn 11 1669 
Raided plantation and drove off overseer, a Canadian................ ll 160 
Brna mbassy rescued Taylor after State Department neglected to 

e N ete oa E E E iaaeaie ll 161 

Discussed troubles with John Lind without much satisfaction......... ll 16 
Good Mexicans at the north and bad ones in the south............... 1] 167 
Spaniard raided and murdered.........-----. +2222 eee ee eee ee ee ee ll 1672 
Delegation invited to go to Mexico and see conditions..........--.--- 1) 10? 
Advised not to go to Veracruz or Tampico............. 2220. e eee eee 11 1673 
Condoni Dad- o eacsa casos anea Eere AAEN ae aE e AOE ll 163 
Boopats abundant.s.icsavctve we essewsnde nankin EEEN Ar Ra 11 1673 
Policemen PeGrine oss ire dora eee was E a iaa Li 1603 
Officials, especially army oflicers, prosperous.......-..----..---see eee 1 We 
Conditions of travel fair....... 2.2.2... eee cece cee cee cece ee neeees ll lft 
Guard and lights out at night............ 0. cece eee ee ce ences 1] 164 
No improvement by Mexicans expected..........--....----e eee sense ll 16% 
Help from outside necessary to better conditions. .......-..--.--+++- ll 16 
Pictures taken by party confiscated by Mexicans at the border....... 11 16% 
Chicago Tribune has some of pictures not seized. ........-...-- eee eee 11 166 
Banking conditions in Mexico. ...........c.cceeeeeeeceeeeeeeeeeees 1 1678 
Glover, Col. Francis W., American. .... 2.2.2.2... 0.2 e cece e eee e erences 10 1578 
Chief of staff to Brig. Gen. James B. Erwin. ...........-.2.20- +0023 10 1573 
Note from Gen. Felipe Angeles to commanding officer El Paso district, 
June 17, asking for certain information stating Villa ordered his 
oflicers not to fire to American side.............. 2 ee ee eee ee eee 10 1574 
Angeles distinguished officer. .........--.. 2.20... e eee eee eee eens 10 1674 
Shots coming over came from Villistas and Carrancistas. .....-..--+-- 10 1579 
Plans for crossing river. ... 2.2.2.2... 2c cece cece eee e cence cence eneees "40 1578 
How Villistas and Carrancistas were distinguished............----+++> 10 1570 
Gompera; Samuels orssree siras se snces acorns es ce geeetetesee eens 17 264) 
«— Mexican labor; their relations, etc.; defending the Liberal Party; 
Magon Brothers, who were radicals and affiliated with the I. W. W.; 
osition of American Federation of Labor............-----+++-+ere: 17 26 
Resolution and letter recommending Carranza to Wilson signed Samuel 
a E S E TEE T onemtaaaemetete es 17 2642 
October 15, 1915, United States notified Carranza of recognition; 
Mexico United Labor Allancée 2-2 fee oe aaa e a a 17 9643 
Letter to Secretary Casa del Obrero Mundial, City of Mexico, signed 
by Gompers May 23, 1916, greeting them in name of American 
Federation of Labor...... EA Ae er Penne 17 2613 
Explanation in detail of distribution of copies of above letter, an 
chronological happenings and events of labor organizations in i 
United States and Mexico to get together............--.2---02 17 264 
Declaration of Gompers and executive committee of American Fed- 
eration of Labor and organized workers of Mexico; copies furni a645 
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Sones Samuel—Continued. Part. Page. 
“Labor efforts to avoid war”; telegram Gompers to Carranza to release 
American soldiers; telegram to Gompers from Carranza subject 
American soldiers release, answer Gompers to Carranza, same 

subject, thanks for release of soldiers June 30, 1916............. + 17 2647 

Graham, Arthur, American....... Ee eee ee ee ree Ge eer te a See ae Saute 8 1194 
Identifies telegram signed Hilario Medina, subsecretary of relations, 
Mexico, January 17, 1920, criticizing subcommittee and forbidding 


Mexicans to testify before it Oe mee de Gh Mn a, te et ay ee POTEET ee Ve Ng, 8 1194 
foe pe genet leah oe te 8 1195 
Guerra, Jacobo, American. ........----- sss ee eres nent este eters teesese 8 1318 


Sheriff, Starr County, Tex., 1915 and 1916; relates the crossing of 16 
Carranza soldiers at Escaballo ranch, 10 miles from Rio Grande City, 
NOK bs co otate saan Re eRe te a eee a a wey eee 8 1319 
Captured a lieutenant in Carranza army, and three soldiers and a 
woman; also a lot of Winchesters: confessed they came over to rob 
the Saenz store and ranch; they had cut the wires: all but woman 
sentenced to 5 years in the penitentiary. ......................... 8 1320 
The other band of 12 Carranza soldiers returned to Mexico. Relates 
store at Salineno, Starr County, being robbed by Mexicans from 


Mexico who returned to Mexico..... ee EN 8 1320 
Maximiano Garcia robbed and murdered in Starr County, Tex.; appeals 

to military in Camargo, but to no effect...........--. sa hale haw altaya 8 1320 
Relates the killing of Gonzales in Camargo by Cortina, officer in 

Carranza ATMy. . 2. 2 eee ee eee e cence eee cens 8 1321 
Both above American Citizens..........-.- 222 e eee eee eee nee nee 8 1321 


Conditions on border good under Diaz. Since then the reverse. 
` Tried but no assistance from officers on Mexican side to enforce law 
and order on border. 


Hall. Guillermo Franklin, American...........---2.-+- eee eee e eee eeeee 8 1117 
Director Mexican Trade Bureau, San Antonio Chamber of Commerce. 8 1117 
Denies personal knowledge refers to newspaper reports. ............. 8 1118 
Denies giving Miss Smaith that information............---.----..---. 8 1118 
Denies that he told Miss Smith that Mexican secret service men were 

making an investigation of Senator Fall or the committee.......... 8 1120 

Handshy, H. M., American...........----+--- Sse etree a te nai BN ein ee 8 1094 

Mexico 10 years. Relates battle El Oro in 1918 between Carranza 
and Villa forces.........-.---- Pe nnn 8 1094 
,Villistas hung Mr. Smith, an American..........----.-- ee suis 8 1095 

Villistas dynamited power plant, value, $500.000, National Mines & 
Smelting Co..... 2... 2... eee eee tents teeta ee eee 8 1096 

People prefer Villa to Carranza: conditions in districts controlled by 
Carranza bad, in Villa district better. ..........---.-.------------ 8 1097 
Hanson, Capt. W. M., American......... 2222-2 eee e ee eee eee eee eee eens 8 1225 


Identifies voluntary statement of L. Witzke now under sentence of 
death, Fort Sam Houston, as German spy ee the war; connect- 
ing Mauro Mendez as being in pay of German Government during 


WOR An ates fcr a et. ea E EET ST Pe TE 8 1226 
Senior captain Texas Ranger force; special investigator Fall commit- 
tee; past official positions. . --..------ eee eee eet ete tere eee eee 22 3223 
Ranchman in Mexico. ......------cec rect eens cette ee ence eees 22 3223 
Titles Mexican property......--.----eee eect rte eter eee perserna 22 3224 
Citrus fruit acreage; stock and improvements on ranch; hacienda El 
CONE Onekana Eaa E as ENE A AS oere OA ares 22 3224 
Conditions good under Diaz........---2 2 +2 sere eee e tenet e eee ee eee 22 3220 
Mexican laborers honest and good peo ole he Sees ne Rt Rie Sea ier lore 22 3225 
Citrus fruit experts employed from California and Cornell...........-. 22 3225 
ulf Coast Citrus Fruit Association. .....-- +--+ +02. 2- eee eee eee eee ee 22 3225 
of. Gandara and Millen of Mexico City..... i Bg oe SS Sa eae a aN Greece 22 3220 
Prof. Stiles of Texas, citrus fruit expert, teaching laborers to bud trees. 22 3226 
ther citrus fruit groves that section . .-....----.--.-- eee eee eee ee 22 3226 
cDonald and Hopps production, Tampico...........-.+-..- esse eee 22 3226 
mployed Mexican labor—prices . ..-- 2+ +e eee eee eee eee eee ee ee eee 22 3227 
Commissary—ifree medical service and drugs set eee eee eee ee eee eee 22 3227 
Unsuccessful division of land for laborers..............0.2- eee eens 22 3227 
CHG a Sasa Guth ERAS Nahe eee aes aoe pais ye E 22 3228 
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Six hundred acres of citrus fruit and ranch destroyed, burned. live 
stock taken.......--..--.- ete e seer cece wt tee ee cece eee eeee 
Called to Tampico for protection. 1913, by United States Government. 
Returned to ranch 1914: arrested and court martialed to be executed; 
saved by Consul Miller and two friends...............0....2....00 
Expelled from Mexico 28th of January, 1914, at Matamoros by Gen. 
Gonzalës 52 Save ewer seco ee uetle sens Seek ee ee oases eee 
Charge, interventionist and spy......-. 00-2... eee ce eee cece eee ees 
Reported to United States Government: officials ravishment of Mise 
BTL OA EEE Soe atk ene Sine Dawe ede ea eee ea E S 
Returned to Tampico by water April 10, 1914: shanghaied out by 
United States Government with 2,800 Americans April 22, 1914. to 
United StáteS- ie. oecaeste td cee Hee Sree ie kbs ee eee S 
TarminicoinCident «2.2 seccenwcamantae vad wrcimneseOue Soleo hate ane 
Assistance Capt. Koehler of German steamboat Dresden. ............ 
' Riot and Southern Hotel incident................ 20.00. cc cee eee ees 
United States ships taken out of Tampico on April 21, leaving Amer- 
icans at mercy of mob... 22... i ee ec cee eee eee eee 
English commander refused to send message or land marines—neutral. 
Rescued by English. German. Dutch. and oil hoats.................. 
Delivered to United States ships outside of harbor and brought to 
United States os o5.06 aye awed see ue ees ce wees tants ora eae eae 
Consul Miller protests removal United States ships to no avail........ 
Committee cent to Washington with pretest. .... 20.000. 
Conferences with United States department heade...............0.6. 
Committee and Americans insulted by Secretary Daniels............. 
Secretary Bryan rendered assistance... 2.2.2... eee eee e ees 
Flag incident, Tampico, 1914........-....0 00 cece eee e ccc cec cents 
Confiscated property returned to Mr. K. H. Merrem for companv..... 
Fifteen or twenty American colonies in that section; good people en- 
gaged in agriculture and stock farming..............0.000. cc cece ee 
Americans in Mexico pioneers, imported American .manufactured 
DIOUUCIN 2S 3 E E te danced tues Saree E hates ae Benes beatae 
No reimbursements for losses of $400,000... 22.2.0 cee eee 
Would return to Mexico if United States Government etraightens con- 
AONB actos cea ome ere hketedeocsl S E EAT EROE 
Colonists; refugees horrible condition ..........2..0.02.ccceceeeeees 
Mexicans have no confidence in United States Government........-- 
Laboring class Mexicans want Americans in Mexico.............--++: 
Robber class and radicals only against Americans. ............2--02 
Americans not allowed to go armed for self-protection to Mexico. .... 
Americans sale, any remote district in Mexico, under Diaz........... 
Few soldiers under Diaz... ........0...0......020. Bis cael athena gee 
Never knew of bank robbery; only one train robbery in Mexico under 
Diaz ropero era eas gular ag need Oe r ces eee werner 
Occupation after leaving Mexico, 1914, to present date............... 
Planoan NCRG cert acso toda ke ems a hime aye anlage orate 
German-Mexican activity against United States during war. ........- 
Identifies photostat letters in evidence before committee..........--- 
I. W. W. and Communists both sides of border. ............2-00 0000s 
Texas Rangers do not crose border after marauders only with United 
Btatee SONI Oia co 2 6 sie 23 bn ee wale teale ing Knees EET 


APIS cate teat Wee ait ae Ba Be ae anit Wd Yaa cet ate eae 


Zavala family among founders of Texag liberty. .....0..2.2.0-20 228 
Conditions of Mexicans in Mexico. ... 2.0.00. ccc ccc ccccecccucetes 
Treatment of Mexicans by 01] companies in Mexico... ...-..-+28+++: 
Thomeon propaganda favors Cartanza...... 2... ccc c cc ccecccceuceeess 
Photographs of vandalism in Mexico................cc0ceeeeeeeeeees 
Losses of several colonies in Tampico rection..............00eeeee8e* 
Introduction of individual Icsses of Americans not in record previously. 
Further reference to documerts in appendix..............2220020 0 
Appendix to Capt. Hanson's testimony. ..............22cceeeeeeeees 
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Hanson, Capt. W. M.. American—Continued. Part. Page. 
Losses, Thomas Bwit@.+.vec eeu se ae coves eee eee ese ee: 99 3250 
Losses. Te Gunter 2c ccwss tosh cae fee eo aye ees dattaheweseee ees 22 3250 
Loses. C- Vi Glaze sanae oan ce NE A E R E E A 29 3950 
Losses, L. J. Kalkloseh cescne oo och 45 wad cee oe hs ew era beeen seco eee 29 3959 
Statement of J. Lillywhite re Mormon colonies...................... 22 3953 
Statement of L. Witzke, German spy, now under sentence of death, 

Fort Sam Houston, as to Carranza-German intrigue during war. .... 22 3255 
Account of Rowe kidnaping........-........ 0000s cece c eee cee cee cene 29 3956 
Additional list of Americans killed in Mexico........................ 22 3956 
Treaty between Mexico and United States, December 14, 1859, made 

by Presidents Buchanan and Juarez; confidential; later released for 

DUO UIC RON resco ee trades gps, hep nee Hew Sia orgs embers ad Sie Ses 22 3957 
Memorandum rights; American oil companies under Mexican and 

international law to property prior to May 1, 1917. ................ 29 3270 
Decision Texas crimina] court in Arce et al. case from Laredo, Tex. ; 

United States at war with Mexico, 1918; defendant released........ 22 3279 
en uf Forres testimony as refers to name of E. E. Dickason, 

BM I iy EE ca coe Se ee ae eats ale OTE E EE Mariani eal ata A eae lee 22 3284 
Statement of Mrs. R. L. , ravished and taken to Mexico by Car- 

ranza officer, El Paso, Tex...........0 2.0 c ee ec e eee eect e ene cece 299 39e4 
Affidavit of Mr. — , kidnaped by Villistas...................0.... 99 3986 
Statement of —~— as to robbery, etc., by Carrancistas.............. 29 3987 
Losses, Charles S. Dolley and wife...........2..2020ceeeeeeeeeeeeeee 92 3990 
LOSER NV: A NOMS onied cna cc dicate eae mettle Baie casa a os arnt Sug 99 3909 
Toeses. Charles F. Simon .......-.0. 0000 ce cee eee eee eee ce cee ceeceees 29 3993 
Memoria! of Charles F. Simon........-.-0.-0- eee cece cece ceceeeeeeece 22 3294 
Murder of Wilford O. Robertson.........--2--0--eccecececcecceceece. 299 3997 
Affidavit of B. H. Brown as to murder of Wilford O. Robertson...... . 29 3998 
Affidavit of Joe Stempfle as to murder of Wilford O. Robertson. .....- 22 3299 
Official confidential report re radicalism Mexico...............020.00. 22 3301 
Official report to adjutant general, Texas, and to this committee by 

Capt- Hannisse ea dae Gainer Ga Wee Oe ER EAER 29 3303 
Communication of Robert H. Murray, refuting certain portions of Mr. 

Buckley’s testimony (pp. 773, 774, 829, 830, pt. 6)................. 22 3304 
Statement of committee concerning Murray.............2.20.2-.2000- 22 3305 

Harris, e oaa ae EAEE SAA E E E EA AE E E 17 2609 
Mixed train fired into near Cumbre Tunnel.......................4.- 17 2609 
Bridge burned . . . o.oo. cec ccc e cece cece cece ce ecececeteeeeeeeeecs 17 26106 
Federals hid guns; always carry pets: Yaquis do not take women with 

them on trips; Yaquis fought rebels at Cumbre Tunnel; train 

urned; Rupert was engineer... -...-.- 6... eee ee eee ee eee eens 17 2612 

Hart, Thomas, American ..........-0-ecec cece ee cece cece ete cece eeeees 14 2151 

hauffeur; migration of Jaborers from Mexico, and causes; guarantees 

better WACES oat ie oe oS He ERS wERMOS hE Be SEM Me eee ea este 14° 2151 
Not induced to come for exploitation... -......222-eee cece cece ee eee 14 2151 
Fear of another revolution in Mexico... . 22... 2-22 e cece cece ence eeee 14 2153 

Harney, Edward Field, British... ...... -0004551000411044 ihe e Duet 9 1345 

‘he Laguna Corporation of Delaware: 650,000 acres in Campeche; 

producing gum, rubber, cattle, mahogany, chicle; colonization.... 9 1345 
nd purchased for cash.. 2.2.2... ee eee eee eee cece ewe e cane eee 9 1346 
Country prosperous under Diaz........---- +--+ ee ee eee eee eee eee es 9 1346 
Attitude toward foreigners favorable. ...... Pe ee ee oe ran eee 9 1346 
Exploitation of Mexican people nonsense... .........22.2-2.. 0200. 9 15-46 
merican enterprises beneficial to Mexican people................... 9 1346 
eonage.............---- Risk dice cathe E E E sda Sole ade sod Gen insane acta es 9 1347 
Change in attitude of Mexicans changed on occupation of Veracruz... 9 1347 
Confidence in Huerta and Henry T.ane WV T EE AE Medora oa cio Q 1348. 
iplomatic Corps behind H. L. Wilson..........---... be ie eaten es 9 1318 
Failure of Huerta due to nonsupport and interference of United States.. 9 1348 
Madero complete failure... ....-------- a EE E E A 9 1349 
Life and property secure np to Veracruz incident. ................-. 9 1349 
Fluctuated afterward . .... cece ee cece cee cece eee cece cece cee eeeeees 9 1349 

Ave PTOWN WOTSE 22.22 eee eee eei Re ee eg 9 1350 
Much destruction of life and property....... Dea ee ERSA PEIEPA 9 1350 
Financial and commercial conditions prevent operating plantation... 9 1350 
Physical loss $10,000 atesa sieren a anan enaa koeie 9 1350 
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Harney. Edward Field, Biitish—Continued. 
Problem of Mexico can not be solved without outside help. ......... 


Mexicans feel contempt for United States..................0.eceeees 9 125] 
Plan to solve Mexican problem... 22.2.2... 0... eee eee een cence ec aeee 9 pI 
Better class Mexicans would assist.................2.-cceeeceeeeeeee g 1332 
Sporadic revolutions useless . 2.2.2... 2. ccc cece ce cece eee eeaes Q 1332 
Force required to pao MONI CO oid athe dint Seas si N 9 1352 
No advantage in allowing matters to drag along. ..............--..-- 9 Ka 
Capital to go into Mexico requires assurance of stable government..... 9 13% 
Metallic reserves of banks seized ........ 00.2 cee cece ee cece ee eeees 9 13% 
Railroads and express companies taken over by government. ........ Q 133! 
Obligations must he first discharged .......... 2.00. cece eee eeeeees 9 BY 
Not in favor of taking and keeping Mexico..................202..05- 9 1344 
Foreign interests in Mexico said to be trying tu force annexation by 
PVP C taS ose tes ete ci ace nets Satan sear scnets 9 339 
Propaganda resorted to by Carranza... .. 0.2... eee eee eee eee Q 1345 
Radical lahor in Mexic 2. 24. eeu e votes swale ee classe ease tlie 9 RS 
Foreign enterprise tremendous influence in improving condition of 
laborers in MeXiCó rreraren tenemen ae a ea de EDE 0 5 
Food and clothes first step toward education......... ETIEN Q pai 
Carranza does not act by Congress but by decree.................... Q Ji 
Unable to get teacher for school... 0... ee ee ccc ee cece 9 RBY 
Teachers in Yucatan ignorant propagandists. ..................0000- Q BE 
Trae story Ol Huerta sesos caeran tui eese doadewsue ees Q 1358 
Herman, (apt. Frederick J., American................. cece cece ence cess 12 18l 
Occurrences at Nogales, Ariz., August 27, 1918...................... 12 Wl 
Situation as to international boundary line..............2........... R BER 
Battle there described- .....000 000000 000n0aco0nnuoraneennuennnnseneo R BE 
Conference with Mexican authorities. ............. 0.0002 c eee e ee eee 12 I8 
Mexican combatants evidently soldiers, though not in uniform ........ 12 RBH 
De facto troops declared cooped in barracks, which was not true....... R Ni 
Women and children moved out of Nogales, Sonora, before fight...... 12 Ishi 
A Mexican in a letter warned American forces of impending attack on 
Nopala SAQIPs acces sea oraa iee Sadak Coty en toa eae e. 2 1815 
Reinforcements and machine guns sent........... 0.0. cece ee eee e ee ees 12 Is 
Loss among American soldiers..........0.. 0.000 e cece cece eee aceeees 12 Isl 
Casualties on Mexican side........ ee nn en Pe ee Cae ta 12 1515 
Commended by department commander..................0 cece encore 12 1816 
Orders prohibited American troops crossing or firing into Mexico...... 12 Isle 
Firing from Gen. Obregon’s house in Nogales, Sonora............--++ 12 Isl 
Casualties at Naco, Arivaca, in 1913 and 1914..........0...... 00065 12 18 
No interference by American troops with shooting at Naco........... 12 Ih 
Explosive shells used at Nac0.c. .226e0cks ss sete duevesawexencsudees 12 139 
No shrapnel fell in Nogales, Ariz............ 2.2.22 e cence cece eeeeeeee 12 1819 
Mayor of Nogales, Sonora, killed with rifle in his hands...........--- 12 1819 
Nothing done by Mexican authorities to discipline belligerents....... 12 1819 
Thefts of cattle in subdistrict of Nogales, Ariz., by de facto soldiers of 
POCO AA ae E EEES EE PEE es a et ens ee S 12 1819 
Stolen American horses in hands of Mexican troops and some returned.. 12 1519 
Some cooperation from Mexican authorities. .......0 000000000000000 12 183) 
Soldiers of de facto government wore no uniform..............-e.++-- 12 182) 
No rule to roll up left pantaloon leg..... 2.2... 2.0. e eee cece ween eee 12 1840 
Hernandez, Braulio................ eh lt aah dag ai Sa once og haere 17 23515 


Madero and Vasquez Gomez brothers against Diaz; borne by them; 
campaigning in Chihuahua without their aid: only $100 from Madero , 
for stock 1n printing company; October, 1910, told Madero in San ; 
Antonio * we will declare war ìf you do not’’; Madero gave him $100. r a 

i iS 


Abraham Gonzales collected $400. .....0. 0.00. c cc cc cc cece ceeeteee i 

Alfonso Madero sent $2,500 and $1,600. 2.0.0.0... 0 ce cee ee ce ce ee eee eee 17 259 

Later $1,800, from him while in New York; he pawned his ring to send ; 
TIVO OTa EENT E E EE scent tc) cis tik Bae ae & Viegas hn eta aes A 17 2519 

Mr. Gonzales secured several hundred dollars; Madero, senior, gave to . 
E ORO S A cat ete a T swat 17 2519 

Apain received $2,000. monci ener ate eec creat ad neoe danna atisar ators 17 59 

F. Madero and brother hid in house 22 days in El Paso; did not pay. g 
ae aea a E a E E TT K 2518 

t 


Gustavo Madero sends Gonzalez Garza near $10,000.......eeeeee- e000 i 
Madero brought to Barnes from New York $50,000 worth of cartridges.. 1 
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Shelton & Payne Arms Co., of El Paso, handled arms and ammunition 
for revolution. Did not charge commission.” But loaned money to 


pay express and freight bills.........--..----.- 202 cece eee nee e eee 
Ernest ero paid Gustavo Madero $300,000 for expenses of revolu- 
ti 


OTN EEEE ses ent oe N T T E E ale uae E T E oS 4 an cecas 
Only foreign help witness received $480 worth of arms and cartridges.. 
Revolution fought out with ‘‘Abnegation and hunger” of the Mexicans 


Pays respects to Orozco and Didapp.........-..-.-2.. 20. e cece eee eee 
Hill, Lon C. American. oo eses bon wo GeO he ee ean raa a kaani 
Attack on Peterson’s store at Lyford, Tex.; rancho de los Indios, May, 
VOD ig Saar eae ci le catch canta Aes Soca E E N decay Stas a Shek ene, AEE 

lates murder of Bernard Boley, Texas, 1915; burning of bridge 
south of Sebastian, July, 1915............... 00 eeeeeeeeeeeeee 
Battle between soldiers and citizens at rancho Tule, 22 miles from 
Brownsville; McGuire killed, two or three wounded................ 


Robbery of Alexander’s store at Sebastian, August, 1915: relates mur- 
4 der of Mr. Austin and his son; attempted assassination of Charles 
Jenson at Lyford, Tex., August 7, 1915....................-..220. 
Relates attack on automobiles in which Mr. Conrad and Sonny Huff 
were wounded; attack on Norias ranch, August 8, 1915: Jim Forbes 
and Frank Martin wounded: several outlaws killed; patrol of sol- 
diers fired upon at Palm Garden; Waterfield, a soldier, killed...... 
An American killed near Palm Garden few davs later: three bridges 
burned above Brownsville: attack of Fresno pump, 12 miles from 
Brownsville; burned construction works and bridges; execution of 
John Smith and Donaldson near Los Fresnos, Tex.................. 
Attack on Galveston ranch; soldiers killed and wounded: attack on 
American girl near Harlingen: derailing of train near Brownsville; 
assengers shot; killing of Dr. McCain and wounding of Harry Wal- 
E Re e: ST e 55 E E EE TEE er eee 
District Attorney Kleiber robbed; Corp. McBee killed; Brasher and 
engineer killed (Kendall); killing of Juan Garcia.................. 
Captured arms and equipment: Lieut. Newman crossed into Mexico; 
relates occurrences ACros8 TIVEl... 2... ee eee cee e eee 
Americans leaving for interior: loss about half million. .............. 
Cause of raids, I. W. W., Magon, etc., their explanations. ........... 
Instructions not to kill Germane or molest them: had officers named 


Bandits killed Mexican woman, and rangers killed four of attacking 
party; mentions killing of two Americans, Smith and Donaldson, 
also the two Austin. ¢ ccc ti nadenceneden cea eece ea den dace n nets dat 


and stealing. ....-.....-.-----+--- MEN ARELE aes weet E 
Mentions bandit raids; two Mexicans killed and two American officers 
wounded in first fight....... ee Ce ee ee ee 
ands organized on Mexican side of river.............. 0... e scene eee 
Reign of terror on Texas side during raids............. 0.0. eee eee eee 
No farms under cultivation that year... ... 2... eee eee eee 
Hundreds of American families had to leave their Texas homes on 
account of conditions along the Texas side of Rio Grande. ......... 
Very little property taken in raids, mostly by stealing; raids were for 
the purpose of killing Americans. .......... 2... eee eee ee eee eee eee 
Hopkins. Sherburne Gossa sissa rier Aaea n aa a ENE a RESES 
Was attorney for Carranza between April 1, 1913, to September 15, 
1914; was at Niagara conference June, 1914, at which it was agreed 
on embargo of arms to Mexico; subsequently a shipment of arms and 
ammunition was made on Antilla, New York to Too. TOE 


8 
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2520 
2520 
2520 
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2411 
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Carrancistas understood thev would be allowed by United States Gov- 
ernment to ship arms and ammunition to Cuba, but they, would see 
that ship did not proceed to Cuba, but to Tampico instead: that 


vessels so engaged would be subject to fines; several cargoes were 


shipped in this manner and vessels fined, but remitted by order of 
the Secretary of the Treasury; Lind go-between Carranza junta and 
department while still representative of Wilson and in his pay...... 
Quotes Bucklev as to shipment of 6,000,000 cartridges on Sunshine. 
Grampas, and Susan, six trips from Galveston to Tampico; correct 
BIBL CMON bien tee veut eo ate Oe Seals ERETI E ADEN aA 
Identifies letter from witness to Carranza May 8, 1914, referred to ship- 
ment of arms to Cuba, but to arrive in Mexico; denied by Lind: 
substantiated positively by witness; gives conversation with Lind 
at Hotel Willard; Lind helping Carranza, reason of letter........... 
Identifies extract letter witness to Carranza May 10, 1914, reference 
Wilson’s opinion; Carranza should not consent to mediation, but for 
complete triumph of revolution............0.. 00.0.0. eee eee eeeees 
Identifies quotation of letter to Carranza from witness advising (ar- 
ranza not to be influenced by Bryan, as he will sacrifice any great 
principle for own political ambitions; identifies another quotation 
against Carranza trusting Bryan.................. 22 ece cece cece e eee 
Identifies another quotation advising that Lind as personal repre- 
sentative of Wilson had more influence than Bryan; Felicitas Villar- 
real represents Carranza here; imprisoned two years by (Carranza; 
later was hostile to Carranza, caused by him being against issuance 
of paper money; superior education and fine fellow... ............-- 
Gives reasons why he severed relations with Carranza government 
September, 1914, on account of disagreement as to future policy of 
Carranza POVEIMMCNL : escrire cuteness ana eneee Vee eee 
Carranza arbitrary methods; issuance money; removing governors; Car- 
ranza government ghastly failure; failure to carry out provisions, 


ClO 22 ear ieee ep Sea pees eee ec ade e eee seca soe 
Attitude toward foreigners hostile; discusses new revolution in Sonora 


Chil dale esere ones eea E aber eRe e bee lee wave end eae outs es 
Visited Mexico June 1, 1911, after triumph of Madero; summoned to 
confer settlement of certain affairs; familiar with National lines of 
MEXICO. raora tone eae ews alee E odo S RREN ais 
Consulted afterwards replacing of loans; Diaz appointed de la Barra 
in order that he might succeed him, agreed to by Madero; Ernesto 
Madero appointed minister of finance...................000 ee eee eee 
Know Gustavo Madero; in constant consultation with him..........- 
Claims consulted about for secret service, etc.; employed men in charge 
of secret service; Sommerfeld representative Madero in El Paso; 
never was counsel for Standard Oil Co., never employed by them... 
Had relations with Waters-Pierce Oil Co., employed by them in Janu- 
ary, 1912; employed once prior to 1912 for six months; did not 
secure for Waters-Pierce Oil Co. or personal concession; Waters- 
Pierce Oil Co. never had concession; have large interests in Mexico, 
oil interests; had no interest in revolution, was neutral; suffered 
great loss by revolution............0. 0000 cee ee cee eee eee ents 
Waters-Pierce Oil Co. had no relation events 1910-11 in Mexico; 
Diario Oficial of Mexico shows no concessions to witness; made it 
hot for El Aguila Oil Co., thought them dishonest, but knows nothing 
of dissolution of that company; did not represent Speyer & Co.; 
did not receive any money from anyone to pay off a loan.......--- 
De la Barra government reimbursed Gustavo Madero $300,000 gold for 
advances made by him in revolution; thinks he received a fee of 
$50,000 from this fund for services rendered from November 1, 1910, 
to June 1, 1911; knows of no loans to revolutionary factions from 
Americans or American Companies...........20-2.02-2 eee eee 
Employed by Gustavo Madero; did not act in a dual capacity; gives 
idea of legal advice furmished...................-.2 ce eee trees 
Azcona, member of revolutionary committee in Washington, arrested 
on trumped-up charges; released; here to create public sentiment. . 
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Hopkins, Sherburne G.—Continued. Part. Page. 
Does not think Madero borrowed any money; had it; suit against 
Madero brought by Diaz Government to harass Madero; was not 
connected with Waters-Pierce Oil Co. when Limantour was in New 
York; employed by Henry C. Pierce in Mexico July, 1911; later, 
January, 1912; consulted by Pierce one month after fall of Juarez, 
iA (IMIG. neces u ese A EVE TEET EE TE oes can wares 17 2531 
Pierce employed witness to expose certain crooked people, so-called 
Cientificos; they had secured concessions from Government, 80- 
called Pearson concessions; Aguila Oil Co. deals in refined product 
of oil: Pearson Oil Co. deals in crude oil, in competition with Waters- 
Pierce Co.; Waters-Pierce Oil Co. operating under great disadvan- 
tage on account of Diaz Government granting vast oil concessions 
to competitors: had been going on for long while.................. 17 25?2 
Members of guila Oil Co., Landa y Escandon, Enrique Creel, Por- 
firio Diaz, jr., Luis Riba, Pablo Macedo, Luis Elguero; had impor- 
tant concessions; Waters-Pierce Oil Co. status not changed by result 
of revolution; reason for employment.......................-.00. 17 2533 
Reason Fierce had private person to expose Aguila Oil Co. transaction 
because Government would not; willing to tell all he knows; Pierce 
desired decent business to prevail: to even up conditions.......... 17 2534 
Paid about $1,000 for services; no retainer from; advice given to revo- 
Jutionists to get rid of Diaz Government; war material from United 
States: does not know firms. ..........--.-- 2-2 eee eee e cece cece eee 17 2535 
Principally from St. Louis and New York; Bannerman, Broadway, 
New York, furnished rifles, cartridges, and machine guns; dealers.. 17 2536 
Gustavo Madero brought a large lot beginning of revolution, about 
three carloads equipment; does not know cost of revolution; funds 
advanced entirely from Mexico; knows Didapp, formerly consul at 
Santander, Spain, and Turkey; Syrian; did not have conversation 


with him a8: qüotedisretrars roere COED E E EEOAE 17 2537 
Didapp dismissed twice from Mexican Government; wrote articles . 

against MAUCIO:.c2 sete ecanenGeanesla wei das Ue Geweh tine ee sass 17 2538 
Had conversation with Mr. Dawson, of State Department, only to post 

him on general matters. .......... H Ea E T EASES = 17 2539 
Money, as fee, sent to Hopkins and Hopkins........................ 17 2539 
Madero kept his money in San Antonio and New York............... 17 2540 
Details how $300,000 was deposited; Mexican Government approved 

| a aaa ra a eee ee eee a aE ee ee EE E E ee E eee 17 2540 


Gave witness check for his fee; does not know what became of balance 
of money; had not loaned them any money, had a conference with 
French banker about loan; met Charles R. Flint, William M. Ivins; 


nothing came of it; knows of no drafts being drawn on Madero...... 17 2542 
Does not think revọlution cost Madero over $400,000........ ee 17 2543 
Others helped buy arms and ammunition, total cost of revolution over 

$1,500,000 gold........-.----.-2--+-02-+5- tees ib date us aint ld od 17 2543 
Does not believe Limantour told Diaz American capital was backing 

Madero: dreset ea A EES ae fee ee er ere 17 2544 
Madero, sr., wanted to see revolution terminated.................... 17 2545 
Services for which fee was paid and how; received telegram at Vera- 

cruz that Mr. Root had offered resolution ...... ETET baa iean 17 2547 

esolution good for Mexico and proper for United States, bad for 

OlO2CO isis EE tia Gaels saeco MON WSS Pee Ue irene Oa ed 17 2548 
Stock given to Diaz people, $1,500,000 while they held public office; 

understood Standard owns Cowdray or I ierson interests...........- 17 2549 
Knows it from papers shown witness by J. N. Galbreath of Waters- 

Pierce Oil: CO ped ea ee eee ee ee EE Pe hoe tedd aah eeu’ 17 2550 
Knows no loan was made to Maderos in United States.........-..... 17 2551 


Discussions; Cientificos connection with the national lines of Mexico; 
adero wanted them out; Speyer & Co., Ladenburg, Thalman & Co., 
and Mr. Fierce hold securities; Fierce largest individual holder; Loeb 
& Co. and English and French banks also own a lot.../..........-- 17 2553 
Security holders know of plans to oust directorate; Lord Cowdray had 
contract with Government for managing Tehuantepec Railroad; 
Cientificos were directors; mismanaged; cost twice what it should; 
afraid same condition would be practiced on national lines, inas- 
much as same people were director8.......... 2.02. eee eee eee ees 17 2555 
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Hopkins, Sherburne G.—Continued. 
Americans ran off national lines.................2 20 ee eeeeeceeeeeee 
Object to rumor directors who were directors of Aguila Oil Co.; plan 
between witness and Gustavo Madero only... ....---....eeeeeeees 
Madero actuated only by patriotic motives as a Mexican, not for the 
purpose of turning railroads over to stockholders.................-- 


Directors friends of Cowdray feared their influence in management of 


national lines; Pierce effected consolidation of Mexican contract 
With. national lines 2022 aces bossa bea raea adar EEA RE 
Cowdray considered the one partner of Diaz...............-..-.+--- 
Directors forced out: new ones favorable to Madero; Pierce not con- 
sulted; Madero and Pierce had ideas in common.............-.--- 
oa appointment between Madero, sr., and Limantour in New 
POT tect cane stat cia E E EE EE EA eeu E E teaches 
Quotes newspapers: Limantour said Diaz should get out, denied by 
Creel; Dr. F. Gomez and Vazconcelos told witness; arrangement 
between Limantour and Madero, sr., in New York cause of Fran- 
cisco I. Madero ordering Orozco not to attack Juarez; Madero feared 
shot falling on United States soil might cause intervention; negotia- 
tions were to compromise... 2.2... eee ce eee ee eee eee cees 
Knows nothing of financial conditions of Maderos: suit against them 
annoving, not fictitious.... 2.2... 0.2 eee neces 
Does not know whether Continental Rubber Co. advanced $150,000 
to Madero; knew Zelaya was to be put out as President of Nicaragua 
before it occurred; notified Otto Fuerth, who had large interests 


Discusses pipe-line concessions in Mexico; Madero said no good, but 
pipe-line concessions confirmed under Madero. ............----0665 
Discusses value of Mexican Petroleum stock: understood Mexican 
Petroleum Co. controlled by Standard... ........2 2.2... e eee ee eee 
Standard and Waters-Pierce fighting in Mexico: discusses relations 
between Standard and Waters-Pierce... 2.2... .....0 0 cece eee eee 
Standard reenters Mexico... 22.22... eee cece ee eeees 
Horton; Villiam Az: AMernCans2<2).. siicctcuse tie kede Aa a aa 
Prevented from returning to Mexico bv order of Mexican Government 
against those who testify before subcommittee..............---+ 
Why he went to Mexico; inducements, a pamphlet signed by Porfirio 
Diaz and circular of United States Interior Department approving.. 
United States anxious to extend commerce; asked Americans to go to 
MOSO irceva eee be ensnare r Ea n ee er 
Circular signed by Secretary of Interior. .......0.. 00.0... cece eee eee 
Circular sent out in United States franked envelope......-..---- nee 
Propaganda from individuals and companies indorsed by Mexican 
ALEA a a beet E ENE E E E PO EE 
Brvan’s original and changed attitude............. 2.000 cece eens 
Farm northwest of Tampico, 10 or 12 miles from Gulf..........-.-+-- 
Little paid for two concessions......... 2-00.22 cece cece cece reece eres 
About 100 Americans, heads of families, not speculators.......------ 
Citizenship in colony over average........ 0... ccc ee eee eee centres 
Exploited peon by raising his wages........-...-.2..eeeeeeee er eeeee 
Farms left in the hands of Mexican attendants...............--522029° 
Robbed by bandits..2 220%. cero eet hea te eked ane nee once neewes 
Carranza’s order to concentrate In populous Cities. ........-.+--+-++° 
Troubles began with occupation of Veracruz...........0..2 eee eee 
Depredations and indignities. 2.0.2.2... 0.0.2 ee ee eee eee eens 
Ordered into Tampico and out of the country by Mr. Bryan...------- 
Went to Galveston on cattle boat. 0.00.00 2 2 eee eee eee ee eee 
No reception at Galveston; quarantined out in bay seven days...----- 
Given tickets to home after declaring themselves paupers....------+* 
Mexican tore up American flag in Tampico..........--22200see080 
Returned during Huerta’s administration. .......... 20200-02002 eeee 
Huerta protected Americans and committed no depredations. .------- 
Carrancistas took whatever they wanted.............-.-00 222? 
Ordered out again by United States in June, 1915......--2--+-02080 
Went out on collier Cyclops in 1915............. 00. ee eee weer eres 
Not allowed to ship crop of onlons............0.. 20.2 c eee e ee eee eee 
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Horton, William A., American—Continued. Part. 
Went back because Carranza was recognized and assurances of both 
Governments .sis2 dose ce wees ees ole at E eee ee E a a 11 
Assurances not fulfilled...c.c6.0...0 600 s00 es settee Sees e etek se wee 11 
Americans disarmed at mercy of bandita...........-. 0-2... eee ee eee 11 
Colonists roughly treated by Mexicans.............-...2-..2-+---0... ll 
A. J. Stovall murdered by Mexicans April 20, 1916..............0.... ll 
Fletcher on conditions in Mexico in 1919, and Correll............... ll 
Correll killed x..422s 250520 ka seen e toueieres ee ee ee 11 
No Americans in Atascador Colony .........0 00000 ese e eee cece cece eens ll 
Germans well treated............-.-....- echoes Pe E ene ee reer 1] 
Americans in other colonies.............. 2.0. 0c ee eee eee eee eee eee ee 1] 
Americans in other colonies similarly treated................0....... 11 
Had all they owned in those places.................- 2.000.220.0000, ll 
Never asked United States for protection: was told Americans remain- 
ing or returning to Mexico not to look for protection.............. ll 
American enterprise and farmers to advantage of Mexicans. ......... 1] 
Invasion of Veracruz changed attitude of Mexico.................... 11 
Mexican lower classes not quarrelsome or bloodthirsty. .............. 11 
Bases Carranza revolution on robbery.....-....-...-....0. cee cece nee 11 
Carranza officials demand his guns. ..........--.... 002... cece ees 11 
Indignities and theft of watch and medical surgical cases............ 1] 
No satisfaction from American authorities. ....................0.000. 11 
Cooperation between Carrancistas and bandits...........2........... 11 
Peons think they can do what they please to Americans, who will do 
NOUN AAE E A T E E ee E EA ET E ll 
Refused emergency passport at Tampico and Monterrey because going 
before Fall Committe@sscceensee si wok 1ca whe wee ened ae pee eal se ees 1l 
Walked across line at Laredo without inspection................00... ll 
Opinion as to what ought to be done in Mexico...................... ll 
“Mexico for Mexicans,” slogan of Carranza...... T ET 11 
Favors interventions. cc's ienaese ene toets se Reena eek ieeewac ess 1 
Diaz decree protecting Americans result of telegram from Roosevelt.. 11 
Mexicans would pay no attention to President Wilson. ............. 11 
Policy of eliminating Huerta. <0 cee caso ae hh see ene dd etas eee es 11 
Villa Carranza’s principal general. ......--.....---220 see eee eee ee eee 11 
Aspect of country bad; stock all gone; no farming................:.. lN 
Production better than in United States..................0.0..2.22. 11 
Howze, Gen. Robert L., American......-.-.- 200.0202. e cece cece eee eens 10 
Major general, United States Army; sketch of military experience.... 10 
With Pershing expedition; reported on Carrizal fight..........0.202. 10 
Why did not go beyond San Domingo ranch...........-....22-..22.. 10 
Competent to deal with any situation at Carrizal. pasereto sarae Ei wid 10 
List of deaths and injuries to persons in hisdistrict since February, 1917. 10 
List:of such casualties. osc. e000 Oe se ae see hee essed EEEn EE Ee 10 
Details as toshots fired across boundary at El Paso, Tex,. June 15,1919. 10 
Intolerable conditions grown worse; Mexican Government unfriendly 
to United States. ............--.-- eee eee eee EEE 10 
Capture and ransom of Americans; murder and rapine and destruction 
prevail; Mexico left to Mexicans is hopeless....................... 10 
ot possible to make distinctions between Mexicans raiding......... 10 
Term “bandit” not used oflicially......-..-..---..02 2. cee e eee eee eee 10 
American forces on border competent to handle any situation....... 10 
Hunter, John, American............0..--02005 salah Batata EnA E OEA 8 
Went to Mexico, 1906; traveled extensively in Mexico during the Diaz 
régime with perfect safety; conditions good.....................4- 8 
Related dynamiting houses..........-0. 200-2 e eee eee eee e eee ceeees 8 
Relates fight and robbery cc nscncuneceseeeds 05 ocean teeh os laceeda see 8 
Stabbing of Baird and Neal; saw men hung, Mexicans: in Guadalajara 
after Veracruz incident: flaming anti-American literature; every- 
thing destroyed in American consulate; took flag down, dragged it 
through streets; threats toward Americans. ..............0.2.22025 S 
Americans protected by British; heads shaved; British citizen; Amer- 
icans claimed to be British subjects for protection...............-- 8 
Trampled American flag, then ripped it up in strips and burned it; 
threw Mexican flag at him; taken to Manzanillo...................- 8 
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Hunter, John, American—Continued. Part. Pag. 


Kicked Mexican boys carrying valises for Americans; taken out on Ger- 
man mp Maria; Mexicans took Wilson’s picture out of consulate. 
painted long black horns on it, made Americans march around it. 
walk over it, then burned it; threw ashes over their heads: German 
acting consul forced Mexicans to liberate an American after Consul 
Davis and Mr. Stratton had failed; kidnaping of Mr. Baird, an 


PATONG BN eror acetals bane Bada Sosa eis cee eaed E 8 11%. 
Mr. Harrison kidnaped .<.. 2o.5<.200 oso dseecutsd se nde eateseviccst 8 ILS 
Harrison rescued by Americans. ............. 00 e eee ee eee eee eens 8 I 


Attack on Ameca; Mr. Foster and two Americans made fight; Mexican 
wounded and chopped to pieces: attack on Mr. Villamin, his fight 
with them: sufferings undergone by Miss Flores, her abduction: kill- 


ing of former manager of El Favor mine, head chopped up......... 8 113 

Never saw a Mexican punished for killing an American in Mexico; Mr. 

Breakenridge was killed at Ayutla, shot through back; sentenced 

six years, out in six months; Mr. Gates fights Mexicans; he was the 
owner of Carrizo mine. <2 2066 oss wie ss Sid cas Cheon cae eee 2 eet eas 8 1150 

Tells of prejudice against Americans; murder of Americans, Hoadly 

and Williams, their bodies chopped up by Mexicans; list of passen- 

gers on German steamship Maria brought out of Manzanillo, 249. 
miners and colonists, workmen... .......--0.. 220 cece eee cece eee 8 lini 
Hyde. Capt, George EB, AMCHCAN soi e te cape eh ood tt edb Eaa § ll% 

a Verifies translation telegram identified by Arthur Graham. dated Mex- 

; ico, January 17, 1920, to Mexican consul at San Antonio, Tex.. and 
‘ signed by Hilario Medina, subsecretary of relations, forbidding Mexi- l 
: cans to testify before subcommittee of Senate. .............-220055 $ le 
Inman, Samuel G., American... 2.6625 sess deci ide wed ddaaesegeeeees 1 3 
} StAvement ole sessken inaran eins Meee. ead a cawiaaue e 1 3 
i Paw Ameca nisiti o 4. ere ieman a a e  aess I} 
| Relations with Latin America........ 2.0.00. . 2. cee ccc ee eee teens 1 3 
‘American Soldar Uy 22 c2ecsdes pews deeerscuss Soci a a okt estes 1 6 
) Missionary activities in Mexico. 2.2.2... eee eee eee eee eee E .. 9 
! Churches against intervention in Mexico. ...........---.2-:22e0ee 2 1 + 
) Abusesol jele poll ttcotic25226. 0 dep aa ea E A E EE estes on 
| Holdings of large landed interests. ............200.2 22 e ee eee eee bo 
i Carranza ultrainternationalistic and resentful. ..........2--..2e208 ee 1 3 
n Policy of Mexico for the Mexicans... ...........0. 2020002 ee estes 1 3 

Carranza not responsible for radical features of constitution of 1917; 
authority for this statemiciitisc. os ads bes aceoa sews stun deg tee 1 3 


Osuna adviser to Carranza, governor of Tamaulipas; States under mili- 
tary rule; American financial experts invited to Mexico to work out pi 


NOW tar BVSIONiss ree crete ane ouan Na E TA Boe eee | 
Carranza’s attitude on oil question; no idea of confiscation... ....---- | lo 
Power of Congress to change constitution. .........0 0 ....ceee eee eee 1 iF 
Newspapers distrust Carranza's message to Congress........-- Pe l l 
Newspaper exaggerations in United States. 2. ............0-. eset 1 i 
World War convinced Mexicans United States could and would fight. 1 I) 
Letter of Luis Cabrera of March 17, 1917, to E. D. Trowbridge, asking . 

committee to go to Mexico and cooperate with Government.....-. . 1 We 
Trowbridge unable to organize committee...........-2-.2eeee nee 1 ot 
Trowbridge’s book, *‘Mexico To-Day,” is friendly to Carranza gov- r 

E a2 o Sea miay E EE E teen noates wase eee l l 
Improved conditions in Mexico... ....... 0.2.2. ence ee ee eee ee eens l $ 
Allotment of Mexico’s income..............00cececeececeeeeeeeeeees l 3 
Imports of crude oil from Mexico... 0.2.2.2... eee eee eee Le 
Revenue spent in maintaining army......2. 2.20.2. Lb 
Conditions as to bandits improving. ........0... 0.020 e ee eee eee 1 2 
Resolutions of niission boards..........0 00000002 e ce eee eee ce eeeeeeneee 1 3 
Influence of young men in Carranza government. .......---8-2e ee l à 
Schools E E date Ta E E E E E E A E T A N E A EE E E E E A l 31 
Alvarado and sovialistic enterprise in Yucatan. ........-----+2-2000 1 
Carranza’s personal character. 2.0.0.0. 0000 cee eee eee ee eee ] 3 
Yaqui raid on Guaymas, Sonora... 2.2.22... 2.0.2 cee eee eee : 
A A WOOK TE E E N E eee bees = 


Letter of Alvarado to Carranza, Obregon, and Pablo Gonzales. .--.---- 
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Inman, Samuel G., American—Continued. l Part. Page. 
Red Cross work in Coahuila and Mexico City; attack on Red Cross 


Ai r OTAPA tee T E EE E E T E E E T 1 39 
Red Cross ordered out by Carranza...........0 05... c eee eee eee eee eee 1 40 
(reii Fortini ato AUA ee 2 aee e o E e ate othe EEEE ERA 1 40 
Riot-call letter to representatives of mission board and publication of.. 1 41 
Oil interests and association for protection in Mexico................- 1 52 
Republican publicity committee and intervention...............-.--- 1 53 
Appalling use of money and propaganda of oil interests with reference 

to intervention.............. OO eee ee eae ee Ee Seer ree 1 55 
Blanquet and assistants v.30. 5s. nas es doew eae ew nda be eohaes eed eek suns 1 57 
Ammunition offered Gov. Osuna.......0.. 0... e cece eee eee eens 1 58 
Villa raids financed in United States............2.... 0202 cc eee ee eee 1 58 
Misstatements and article from San Francisco papers................-- ] 59 
Nationalization of women, Bolshevism and German propaganda....... 1 60 
Would great American corporation promote raids on border........... 1 62 
War on Mexico to protect investors. ..........0.0 02 ccc cece ee eee ec eee 1 63 
Mexicans who first obtained money from oil interests......... 000.00.. 1 t 
Resolution of Chicago Church Federation on questionable propaganda.. 1 68 
Business keeps Mexico out of league. ...... 2. eee ee ee eee 1 69 
Outrages on little girls and venereal diseases. .............-..020000-- 1 71 


Not connected with league of free nations of Mexican cooperative 
committee; invited to assist as outside worker; salary paid by 
committee on cooperation, Latin America...............02. 00000 eee 

Carranza does not travel out of Mexico City without armed excort.... 

Did not state in book that it was necessary to guard trains on which 


missionaries went to Mexico City, although such was case ......... 93 
El Universal friendly to Americans.............0.. 2000s e cece ee eeee 96 
Carranza said he would have constitution of 1917 changed in so far as 

related to church......... i toca pore Rare fates A atta eh eck ae eee 98 
Introduces map explaining missionary conditions in Mexico for past 

SIBT e 5 an cca, hx arandere-a Bue Gia Gh wath ote ome cee eek e ih E aar Peter 104 
Purpose in Mexico was proselvting.................2- ete eee 106 


Intending establishing agricultural schools in Mexico for reason great 

majority of Mexicans knew nothing concerning modern farming..... 
Admits knew nothing himself concerning Mexican farming.......... 
Was favorable to recognition Carranza.......0..cceecee eee e eee e eee ces 
Had not read “Oficial Mexican side of the petroleum controversy,” 

by Joaquin Santaella: this had not been circulated by his committee. 
No one passed on correctness of propaganda sent out by committee... 
Thinks Associated Press is being influenced to paint false pictures of 


er oe ee ee 
od 
© 
wt 


MONO CO nae is Gt oh oh cin de areas Biased bh eae ey edt ha hes 117 
Compares prohibition amendment of United States to article 27 of 
U R A E E weap a 121 
efers to Monroe doctrine and refers to book of Prof. Powers........ 122 
Mexican people being exploited by priests and land barons, also 
eR E E OS N E E ama A T E 1 122 
Got information from John Kenneth Turner's book........00...0.... 1 123 
Attempted to explain mining law of Mexico: knew nothing aboutit.. 1 125 
Attempted to explain peonage system: knew nothing re that........ 1 128 
Accused Henry Lane Wilson of complicity in murder of Madero; has 
no facts; received information from news items and Mexican sources. 1 133 
ne source of prejudice aginst Americans tn Mexico is caused by dis- 
credited Americans in Mexico: has no proof of statements. ........ l1 185 
uerta issued general order for arrest of all Americans in Mexico, in- 
cluding consular othcer, at time of occupation of Veracruz... l 137 
States no one suggested writing his book; admits engaged in propa- 
gnda and against intervention In Mexico. ...........0...000020-- 1 M 
Jacks, Dr. Odia M.. Amevican..........--2eee cece ccc c nna LLL 8 1166 


arrested: efes WAI KS ease wate ee helen mated ANSEES S 1168 
136920—20-—pr 23 9 
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Jacks, Dr. Odia M., American—Continued. . Part. Page. 
Robbed many times by Lieut. Col. Rodrigo Flores, whose father was a 
Carranza general; he also; relates assassination of Randle and Brooks 


at Chamal colony; mentions killing of Gorman. ...........-2+-206 & 1170 
Relates various robberies of Americans.... 2.2.2.5... .20c cece eee e renee 8 I] 
Manv robberies of Americans in Chamal colony............-.-+0-ee0 ia ees 
Jones, Charles E exsist ati te ae AA a E a aa a aT a era 20 239 
Ex-Assistant Department of Justice; newspaper man; explains connec- 
tion and work with Department of Justice, reference Mexican Govern- 
ment, Central American countries, etC.............- ee eee e eee eens 20 28% 
Letter Chief Bielaski to Charles E. Jones, value of services, June 28, 
1916; letter from Bielaski to Mr. Winslow re Jones, June 16, 1919, ad- 
dressed Capt. Hanson under name of ‘‘Creese”’; letter from Forest C. 
| Pendleton ‘‘To whom it may concern,” recommending Jones, ref- 
erence to introduction letters (see appendix)................. 26006 20 28M 
Adam Leckie one source of information, inside man with Carranza; 
United States ambassador would not act on direct information; Leckie 
partner with Assistant United States Attorney General.............. 20 2% 
. Andres Garcia letters (see appendix)............... 00. c cece eee eeeees 20 300 
| Report to Department of Justice..........2 0.0... eee eee ec eee eens 20 28% 
Quotes extract letter Garcia re remittance; commissioned by secretary 
| of foreign relations by Mexican Government satisfactory to United 
i States GOVernment...... o.oo aoo 00.2 c ccc c eee c cece eee e eee eee cence 20 2897 
Offered by Mexican Government $40,000 for reports; activities of Mex- 
ican Government through Carranza; Obregon to bring on revolutions 
in Central American countries who were friendly to United States in 
order to unite against Allies..........0.0 0... 0c cel eee eee eee 20 28% 
Cabrera friendly to United States; Salvador pro-Mexican; intrigue Wm. 
J. Bryan with Nicaragua; Mexican Government employed by Von 
Eckhardt, German ambassador, to unite Central America against 
United States and make it pro-German.................00-ceeceee 20 2899 
Refers to various letters and documents to be filed in appendix re De 
Neer eonenna se Sot egt ee cram Steno ie Suse atee oe 20 290 
i Refers to various letters and documents to be filed in appendix re 
r Peralta, etc.........--..-. msi PE EET NAE E Lue aia aed ae eee 20 2%] 
Quotations letters and documents for appendix high officials re Central 
Americam DIAS oso ees ois ose ee tee dt toc ai e So eee ae dd aaa 20 2902 
Carranza to offset bad impression in United States as to their pro- Peer 


German activity.........-.. ee ee ee RE ee Serre tr 
Liberal Party of Central America under orders of Carranza to fight the 


United States; Carranza to furnish fund for movement; refers to 
correspondence in appendix. ..............0 02 cee cece eee eee eees 20 29H 
Red Cross with Mexican doctors only to be established for use in Hon- 
duras and Guatemala; Obregon thanked; did more for establishment 
Liberal cause than any other; Obregon’s connection arms and muni- 


tions out of Veracruz to Honduras... 2.002 oe eee ce eee ees 20 2008 
Agents Carranza and Von Eckhardt in United States to further plans; 
proposition Carranza to Antonio Mendez Montoroso re revolutions in 
Central America against Allies and United States............2--6-+: 20 2M 
Ernest Racca, M. D., offers to sel] Carranza-Obregon, ete., letters...... 20 2908 
Peralta: Rosales allowed to leave United States at New Orleans by 
district attorney feared to antagonize Central America by proeecu- 
tion; Carranza had three well-known Central American propositions 
broken up: third plan was known as ‘‘Plot of Morazan’’ by Carranza 
and Von Eckhardt. oj cient tec Luci ontouee ces caraenseeactens 20 2K 
Pan American ‘‘United Latin Race’’ v. United States...........---5: 20 2910 
Obregon et al., present friendship for United States not accordance 
revious BCUVILICS. e eeaeee aa eo wa eae es eon GT aE 20 20 
al leading Mexicans now in power unfriendly to United States...... 20 2910 
Alvarado’s record line of blood...........-+sccceeecececceeeeceeeces 20 2N 
Obregon e the Games jorssi ss auaa aeaeaei aa sa Hebe ne a aE 20 291] 
Should not be recognized......... 0... ccc cece cece cece ccccceeeeeeees 20 AIl 
Obregon book seized by Department of Justice anti-American.....--- 20 l 
His change of heart false....... 2.00. cece cece ceneeeees 20 2911 
Conversation with Gen. Alvarado re Sonora revolution and other 0 2913 


T ANE E aoe seeee A onda s ue Joa E E 
Quotes Alvarado Sonora revolution... L.. no.a cee cee eee eeeeeeeees 20 2914 
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Jones. Charles E.—Continued. Part. Page. 

Carranza displaces governors........ ere 20 2914 

Alvarado says Carranza a liar and dishonest............ Peer ere 20 2915 

Quotes Lansing letter from Arredondo to protect American life...... 20 2915 
Quotes Lansing to Arredondo recognizing Carranza de facto, October 

19, 195 rect sss ccvieraars aa PERO Saeeae omens senewaddenat “20: 2015 
Quotation Alvarado showing Carranza did not mean to comply with 

promises to United States..........--2-2+0e0e-e- 223 Seaver adie ot pele 
Alvarado showing graft in Carranza government by officials ........... 20 2916 
Alvarado to ‘‘ditch’’ Obregon.............- 020-0 -ee ee eee- ETETETT 20 2916 
Alvarado head of Sonora revolution . ............. tte eee eees 20 2916 
Alvarado, Carranza general when atrocities committed on Americans 

I Mexri ea A EEEN eee i 20 2917 
Alvarado in New York to finance revolution.................-...... 20 2918 
Spreading anti-Carranza propaganda... ........2..2-.02 22 seee eee eens 20 2918 
Re written proposition to act as publicity agent for Alvarado and 

Sonora revolution. ... 2.0... ee eee eee cee tee tree e cee cece eee ence 20 2918 
Hopkins and Alvarado..........2.2-2cccececeeee es cc ences ncees nee 20 2918 
Witness goes with Sergeant at Arms to summon Alvarado as witness 

before this committee in Hopkins’s office.......-..-..-----......- 20 2919 
Alvarado says he is honest, living in misery, but has costly apartment 

in New York, $100 to $150 per week; supposed to be worth $5,000,000. 20 2920 
Alvarado shows clippings, 37 defaulting paymasters in Mexico, $500 

to $400,000 each. ...........- ee ere eee eee 20 2920 
Quotes Carranza’s theft from Mexican Government................... 20 2920 
One hundred and eighty-two army officers arrested for theft released 

by Carranza, hence his power......-..-- igi tstgte seers sees es 20 2920 
Quotes Alvarado, Carranza could have eliminated Villa if he wanted 

Scie acc eee ceive, Rig ate atta icert AAE T ac E tanec, 20 2920 
Gives reasons why Carranza wanted bandits. to operate ............ .- 20 2921 
Explains Carranza’s plan to remain in power......... eSetitie die arenaria 20 2921 
Carranza took 2,000 Mexican soldiers from Sonora, left families, later 

ravished and murdered... ...... -0050005 cece cece cece cece secs cans 20 2921 

arranza allows atrocities to keep in power....... eee tiee e porres 20 2921 
Alvarado says worst revolution in history of Mexico approaching; ex- 

ETa T renee E A T E E ee sen pesosesososn 20 2922 
Predicts intervention will be sure....-..-------- 22 eee eee ee ee eee eee 20 2922 
Says Carranza will be killed when he attempts to flee country........ 20 2922 
Carrancistas responsible for 90 per cent of all outrages in Mexico...... 20 2922 
Carranza displeased receptions in Michoacan to Obregon............. 20 2923 
Explains Carranza methods to steal election and remain in power..... 20 2923 
Bonillas to be running for Carranza......- Rois eee eee Res ees Seinen ses 20 2924 
Letter introduction Alvarado to Cosme Hinojosa favor witness........ 20 2924 
Hinojosa Obregonista........-..---++-++-+: han ees ie ee ee Se ies 20 2925 
Hinojosa statement that Carranza sent him on mission to weaken 

RHO aoe Ai aaan see ote EE A O 20 2925 
Andres Garcia strong Obregonista.....-.--+-- +--+ eee eee ee eee eee eee 20 2926 
Secret police system of Carranza.....--- 2 +++ 0+ cece eee eee eee eee eee 20 2926 
Alvarado discusses Carranza’s political plans a ee ee ee 20 2926 
Alvarado discusses Sonora revolution. ...--.0+2 eee eee eee eee ee ee eens 20 2926 

bregon camoutlaging......---..-02-eeec eee ent erect ett e eee eee ee 20 2927 
Plan that Obregon will not be head of revolution at first.............. 20 2927 
Alvarado to back revolution......---++--+20++22e-225- eal aaa tik ape 20 2927 
Mexico not safe for Mexicans; they are leaving Mexico in countless 

NUM DOTA hick oooh ne eb wa wk Oe ee ee i 20 2927 
Alvarado describes Luis Cabrera hatred of Americans, etc..... : 20 2928 
Manuel Aguirre Berlanga servile agent of Carranza......... 20 2928 
Alvarado describes Bonillas....-----+-+- ++ ++2e reece eee eee eee eee eee 20 2928 
Accepted nomination at Nuevo Laredo by Civilista party, March 17, 

1000 ee eG ee ae ak iene ok eee 20 2928 
Bonillas attempts to interfere with legislation United States Senate... 20 2928 
Manuel Calero lied to United States for 10 months................... 20 2929 
Alvarado describes Gen. Manuel M. Dieguez el 20 2929 
Alvarado descrites Pastor Rouaix, Secretary Public Instruction. ..... 20 2929 
Alvarado describes Candido Aguilar serere zorrreeenenoeseressecseeene 20 2929 
Alvarado describes Manuel Rodriguez Gutierrez ..................22. 20 2929 
Alvarado describes Pablo Gonzalez........-.....-+. eee eee e eee e eee 20 2929 


we 
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Murder of Zapata by orders of Pablo Gonzalez at hands of Guajardo... 


Carranza orders Pablo Gonzalez to come out as a pro-ally to fool the 


At Gd UALCR Sass oh ae werk ack Pee ea aaa nee ogee ete! 
Gonzalez manifesto in Pachuca to protect; soldiers raped, murdered, 
and robbal OW people. wee tea Rene E NE N SES 
Quotes speech of Gonzalez, 1916, against President Wilson. .........- 
Gonzalez intrigues propaganda United States to fool them, etc....... 


Alvarado gives biography of Obregon, shows he was with Carranza plot 


avamist Cited Stiles oo ad Capt dd 5 Se oy ha GaG Re el haces 
Obregon troops robbed, ravished, murdered, desecrated churches: 
thousands of girls ravished... 2.0.0.0. cc ee ee ete cee eee ees 
Obregon was extremely pro-German.. 2.2.2.2... cee eee eee eee 
Obregon celebrated American hater... 0. ....0. 00.020 cee cn eee eee ees 
Obregon flew red flag in Mexico C ity. ne a ee eth ee PE er ee 
Obregon made contract with I. W. W.'8. 202. e ee eee eee ee eee 
Obregon wrote book favoring Prussian cause.......2..2.0.00.eee eee 
Obregon appoints publicity agent. ........ 0000000 cee eee eee ee 
Alvarado describes Calles: compares him to Satan...........--..-.56- 
Alvarado deseribes Carranza. 2.2.2.0... ccc eee eee ence nenenens 
Alvarado savs Carranza revolted against Madero. .............2-00065 
Took advantage of American opinion, death of Madero, and declared 
Pea ist NWCliRsc.c2o eed dae h a Neues pu tetas etree aaluele cenit 
Alvardao further describes Carranza, lunatic® ete.........2.26..0665 
Alvarado further describes Carranza... 0.0.0. ce eee ee 
Alvarado to form publicity bureau in United States to further his can- 
didaey for President of MeN e E O eae ediataeies 
‘Takes oath to capture or kill Felix Diaz and Gen. Pelaez...........- 


Defeat his forces March, 1918, by Diaz and Pelaez; quotes report to 


id 


Rae before revolution very poor, how millionaire. ........-.----- 
Alvarado record in Yucatan robber... .......0..0..02. 000002 ees smite 
Witness Jones tells of conferences with De Negri in New York October 


FF S E cod wend lee io tS Se eee tse Be Ae Se ae eee oa ee nee 
Agent Seguin. ........02..22--- EE E 


Introduced to Secret 


Quotes report to Department of Justice May 13, 1918 


, re M. G. Seguin, 


Mexican eonsul, arms and ammunition. ...a.aaaaananananna enr 
Offer, De Negri to Jones, to make public information he had against 
National Association for the Protection of American Rights in Mex- 


ico; 


Mr. Fall, chairman and committee, Capt. Hanson, Buckley, 


et al. in order to disgrace and ruin them...............2.-.-0200035 
De Nevri offers 340.000 for documents and $2.000 per month to Jones . 
To increase to $100,000 if above mentioned are ruined. ......-.-----+ 
feelings toward above parties. ........-..-62665- 
Seguin and Jones brothers arrived Laredo November 7, 1919, 3 p. m.. 
To meet representatives from Mexican foreign office. ........-..0665- 
Quotes Charles A. Douglas as telling De Negri that United States State 

Department very anxious to discredit Fall C ‘ommittee.........- 686: 
Something to drop soon to cause a sensation, to involve Congressmen 

and Senators, also various parties connected with Department of 


Describes De Negri's 


Justice cooperating with enemies of Mexico. ..............202 eee 
Activities at Laredo interesting. 2.0.0.0... 0.002 cee ee pe cee eee eees 
Pena and Seguin make threats against Trout- Ruinsey et al., United 

States officers, also Fall, Hanson, et al.......... GME Serato teins Sia š 
Work in Laredo. tocar aa hats a a a a e a SE Ne el Se Nani eal bt Mestad a tas 
Secuin received trom De Negri contidential information to ruin Fall, 

Hanson CINAU He cee a Oe al Mine ace we otow. siete eeee 


To be used by Carranza’s 
Left Laredo November 12 


American friends to ruin them.......- pivots 
, 1919; had conversation with Hanson; tipped 


se heme otf to EEE T EE E EA see et ene ee E 


De Negri criticizes naor Fall on exposing him on 1. W. W. connec- 
HONS S E E See ce E T E E OE 


e... 
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Jones. Charles E.—Continued. Part. Page. 
Acknowledges he is in with reds.............---.-----+- E EAEE 20 2953 
Acknowledges letter to New York Herald all “bunk”. ............... 2) 2953 
De Negri to make fool out of newspapers..........-..00.- 202.222 eee. 0 2953 
De Negri securing clipping of ‘Outrageous atrocities and murders, etc., 

United States on Mexicans by Americans.........-..........2006- 2) 2953 
Mexican booklet r. Americans. ......-..--.- As oe ee E 20) 2954 
Met Seguin consular olfice, New York, November 24, 1919. .....2.... 20 2955 
Mexican messenger en route to New York; sealed instructions... 2... 290 2955 
Very bitter against Fall and Hanson; positive threat by De Negri they 

to be assassinated. on cae oe i Sab eee cee ed OSE eee eee oe: 2) 9956 
November 28, 1919, warned Hanson through Department of Justice... 20 2956 
December 1, 1919, Hanson warned Fall... .. PRE Pete Caen ee eee re 90 9956 
Maj. Pullman, superintendent of police, had Senator Fall looked after.. 20 2956 
Two Mexicans endeavored to enter Fall's room.......-.............. 20 2056 


Wrote Sullivan, Department of Justice, that Fall and Hanson marked 
for assassination and to notify Capt. Hanson; quotes telegram to Han- 


SOfsc aut Sees meee ac Se OS Ste ee Ee See te See eee sas 20 2956 
Telegram from Hanson. es 2:55.65 an eaata ewe Reece eee Lockie de cdaes 20 9057 
Visited Mexican consular office. New York; informed of message from 

Bonillas calling Jones to Washington that night.............0...00. 20 2957 
Relates interview with Bonillas reference to ruining Fall committee, 

OU asin ki ecole Ply este ge teas sip ten Ae Ba ne at ees Be oa ahah Sees es ee * 90 2958 
Scared over Fall resolution. ........... 0.20220 cece eee eee e eee anana 20 2959 
Friends of Bonillas had worked on members of Foreign Relations Com- 

mielo RCV Ct tases ck ote ere dens ered eee oe aes ate cine 20 2959 
Their friends Bernard B. Baruch, Attorney Gencral Palmer, and Jo- 

seph Vim Oy acces Se ce ete ee es we ee eee ee uae aa 20 2959 
Col. House and Lansing in bad with Wilson................0....20.00.. 2 29959 
Judge Douglas gave strong letter to Gen. Pablo Gonzalez............. 2%) 2960 
Mr. Lincoln Colcord, friend of Bonillas, had seen Senators Johnson, 

Porh And Winns fi ae eee Seated ya Dees Pee eae Be ae ee eat 20 2960 


Colcord to have parties over to Washington to tell truth about Mexico; 
De Bekker, McDonald, et al., to talk privately with Senator Borah. 20 2961 
Bonillas to have other powerful friends to sce Congressmen and Sena- 


S E E E N A E EE had 20 2961 
Knows Robert Murray.......-----+222++++: A A A  G 20 2961 
‘alled John S. Weller, 915 Park Building, Pittsburgh. Pa., to work on 

Senators against Fall resolution.........-----+-+-ee2 eee eee eee eee 20 2961 
Colcord, their fliend, ‘‘radical”....-...--.-+-- pee E T 43 20 2962 
Martens was secreted in Colcord’s hovse when United States officers 

were seeking him. .... 2.2.0 eee eee ee eee eee ne eee eee eee eee 20 2962 
Subpoena served on Martens in Colcord’s apartments................. 20 2962 
Bonillas suggests that Jones Bros. appear belore the Foreign Relations 

Committee to discredit the subcommittee... .......--.-20-- eee. 20 2963 


Bonillas could not produce any files against Fall and the committee.. 20 2963 
Bonillas details method to discredit Senator Fall and Hanson......... 20 2964 
Bonillas otiers $100,000 to ruin them..........-...-.-................. 20 2964 
Threatens National Association for the Protection of American Rights 


in MEXICO tin. oh eae ea oe Se Se ate ate tee es seh hee he a eee at 20 2965 
Bonillas offers $5,000 per month Chiel of Secrèt Service for Mexico.... 20 2965 
Bonillas to get Obregon and Gonzalez to withdraw his favor.......... 20 2966 
Bonillas bitter toward Lansir g going to resign. 2... eee 20 2967 
Fletcher hissed in Mexico; Von Eckhardt cheered. .................. 20 2967 
Darger of Fall resolution passed .....-- 2222-2... e cece cece eee eee 20 2967 
Several Senator and others to be ruined by scheme.................. 1) 2968 
Proposal to ruin Fall committee etal.... ee ee ee 20 2968 
Carranza to spend $100,000 in propaganda in United States... 2.22... 20 2969 


Javier Favela great friend and secret service agent Carranza, room 203, 
v ry eer 4 t . ; j r. 
79 Nassau Street, telephone 6068 Courtland, residence 265 West 


. Twenty-second Street, New York. .......... 0... 20 2969 
Favela said plans were on foot to assassinate Fall and Hanson......... 20 2970 
Jones and Seguin have words. 2.02... cee eee eee eee eee eens 20 2970 
Copy of experse check for 3920.60 CH ce Sc EN ET 20 2970 
Telegram to Hanson at El Paso, January 28, 1919, asking him to come 

TOW ashi etnias E Meme RAS rs beans uae cata oe 20 2971 
Letter November 4, 1919, Charles A. Douglas to Gen. Pablo Gonzalez, 
Introducing Witnese....-------- ee. E E ee ee 20 2971 
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Letter to Senator Fall May 12, 1920, signed by T. V. Rancke, Jones 

articl senres 3 cco ok ve oe a a PEO Ee we Ooa aiaa id 
Kept committee advised at all times through Hanson; never received 

a dollar from any source for information. ........0..0...20 eee eees 
Favela a bad actor, dangerous.........00.2- cece ceceecececcuceeeees 
Hanson found out from another source that Favela was to do the asas- 

BLN AON eee dG oe ee oe wk Se a een e.ank ae eae Sees eee 
Favela to burn oil fields if there is intervention. ................008- 
Favela a German epy, speaks 8 or 10 different languages. ............ 
Representatives of new Mexican Government goes fully into assasi- 


Daton Polosu sg te eek ele kiat dees Boa Be wea ESARTE 
Kept Hanson posted wa. cai bcituumacie dna a Der NEn EAE ORERE 
Reters to various letters and documents to go into index reports to 

Departnient of Justi ë co... 20% Lee 6o danae FAAEA weed eeses 
Fehr Diaz and) 8 aio ies noosa aoe ee pana is E N 
Shannon detter to Dis? .. 2< hc Oes ba oe a hac) Sa duaetaweneris 
England and Felicista movement................0. 00. c cece cece tenes 
Diaz correspondence and codes... 2.2.0.0... 2.2 cee ee eee eens 
President Wilson code name **Meddler, ” Bryan's Mr. Chump, ” Car- 


TANGO. SONS FOr as oe ee eae Dee ae ph inetd ees eas aes 


Refers to tiles re Manuel Pelaez........ 2.2.00 eee eee 
Quotes proclamation from Gen. Villa criticizing Wilson for recognizing 
CATIA (asain ces Gk Oa wee E ears aie A ORS eae E E T eet 


Explains ‘‘ Morgan” schemes for establishment new Republic Salvador 

and Honduras in Central America........0...0..00 002 c ee eee eee eee 
Explains Carranza’s intrigues, ideas and purposes in promotion of 

Central American revolution..........0.00000ccceccececcceeuceess 
Letter from Brenniman...........00.02000 00. cee eee eee cence ee eeees 
Letter, Leckie to Bonillas, May 20, 1918. ..2.0.. 0.000... ce eee ee eee 
Letter, Muzquiz to Bomillas, June 17, 1918. .2...0.00.. 0.02. e ee eee 
Letter, Conaty to Beck, October 15, 1918.02.20 ee eee eee 
Letter, Bielaski to Keep, September 17, 1918.00.02. 00... 000 0 cee 
Letter, Brenniman to Mock, October 3, LOIS..............000 2c eee 
Letter. Garcia to Jones, August 6, 19TS oo... ee ee eee 
Letter, Garcia to Gonzalez, August ð, 1918... 2 ee eee eee 
Telegram, Creese to Pesqueira, October 1. 1019. 0... eee eee eee ee 
Report, Creese to Department. of Justice, May 13, 1918. re Gov. Cantu, 
Letter, Frezieres to Carranza, April 25, LQTS... Le eee eee 
Report, Creese to Pepartment of Justice, May 14, 1918, re Antonio 


E DETS a S E AT E ard E E E T I TE 
Report, Creese to Department of Justice, May 13, 1918, re Piedras 


ACTAS MESO oiana EE ee A NE aes 
Report. Creese to Department of Justice, May 13, 1918, re Conditions 


ON VV TON ooh E seria alee N oat gS nia ale Shel ha Ghee 
Report, i reese i” Departine nt of Justice, May 25, 1918, re offer appoint- 


deaan Pedro (Creese) to Gare iis Marv dic TIR oso eet ioe eee 
Telegram, Pedro (Creese) to (Garcia, May 1 1918.2... eee eee eee 
Report. Creese to Departinent of Justice, July 26, 1918, re plan to cap- 
PAPO AST TU gets aes ch cet at Psy ald erate end Dery a tena ariads GD E 
Report. Creese to Department of Justice. re Col. Gonzalez, Matamoros, 
Mexic. ACUI Tor Ue va ian tooo Ga ered eto n A E E 
Report Creese to Department of Justice, August 19, 1918, re Mexican 
Consul, Brownsville, Tex., pro-German..........0.20.00 eee eee ee 
Report. Creese to De „partment of Justice, August 17, 1918, re Mexican 
conditions Boquillas, TeX. ....oaaoaaanaaaaananannannannnnenntet 
Report, Creese to Department of Justice, August 17, 1918, re Tomas 
Pinassó; Laredos LeXrersai ios peso eeaa peri tease asa ck ade s EEI 
Report. Creese to Department of Justice, August 19, 1918, re American 
Consul, Matamoros, Mexico... .....0000020.-- 0c ccc cc cece cesetees 
Report, Creese to Department of Justice, August 20, 1918, re Mexican 
Consuls. PresidiOs Pexers oct D ideo, win ate dhe quash EEEE OESS 
Report, Creese to Department of Justice, August 24, 1918, re Mexican 
Consul, Port Arthur, E cw ccc uneeeet 
Report, Creese to Department of Justice, August 20, 1918, re Villa 
bandits visiting United States Army camps.........-...0-e8ee eee 
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Jones, Charles E.—Continued. , fe sn es 
Report Creese to Department of Justice, September 3, 1918, re Mexican 

foreign policy in Ventral America. ........-...--+.+--.--2..-...-. 20 3011 
Report Creese to Department of Justice, July 4, 1918, re Mexican 

minister of interior pro-German........---.---. 2+. -- eee eee eee eee 20 3011 
Report Creese to Department of Justice, July 24, 1918, re Mexican 

officials smuggling...........---.- San Nivtcarakns 1a 01a cc NE SAOU 
Report Creese to Department of Justice, November 14, 1918, re Mexi- 

can presidential election.........-- Re tae A a ee 20 3012 
Report Creese to Department of Justice, September 4, 1918, re reso- 

lution by Cantu.......- i 200.20 seee ee ee eee rece Mae ee ee 20 3014 
Letter Farriba to Felix Diaz, March, 1917, concerning Cantu........ 20 3015 
Report Creese to Department of Justice, October 23, 1918, concerning 

activities Cantu...-....-.2.2 2-26. eee eee ee eee eee ete ence ee eees 20 3016 
Report Creese to Department of Justice, October 23, 1918, concerning 

ablo Dato implicated Cantu movement.......--.--..-..2..-.....- 20 3019 
Pablo Dato German subject and German agent.............-.--...... 20 3023 
Documentary evidence to prove........-.--s. 02 eee eee eee eee eee 20 3026 
Report Creese to Department of Justice, November 23, 1918, re Cantu 

and Betancourt smuggling arms and ammunition................... 20 3027 
Re Godchaux, informant, ammunition case..........--+--..02200.00. 20 3029 
Telegrams Sullivan to Jones re Betancourt SNR aa a De E Re ica 20 3029 
Letters Poole to Godchaux re ammunition...................-.-.000. 20 3031 
Creese report re plotting Los Angeles Cantu Betancourt case........ 20 3033 
Report Creese to Department of Justice, November 23, 1918, re Calzado 

and Cantu revolution..........--. 2-20. eee ete e ee eee ee eee eee eee 20 3037 
Telegram Bielaski to Keep re Calzado, October 16, 1918............. 20 3046 
Report Creese to Department of Justice, November 27, 1918, re 

etancourt statement that secret service leaked................... 20 3046 
Report Creese to Department of Justice, November 30, 1918, re 

Samuel Vasquez, Mexican consul San Diego, Calif................. 20 3048 
Report Creese to Department of Justice, April 15, 1919, re Mexican 

overnment permitted to get arms and ammunition............... 20 3049 
Creese recommendation against....--.--- +--+ +--+ 22s see eee eee eee eee 20 3050 
Report Creese to Department of Justice re Carranza Central American 

a o se caret k cane Gate Dei erg ee hic eek ee ren teat ae 20 3051 
Letter Garcia Lopez to Luis Cabrera, May 16, 1916, Central American 

Ot es ee apres ce ass adored ea nee oe e ee ee 20 3059 
Letter Peralta to Aguilar, June 7, 1916, Central American plot....... 20 3060 
Letter Peralta to Carranza, June 7, 1916, Central American plot...... 20 3061 
Letter Peralta to Obregon, June 8, 1916, Central American plot...... 20 3061 
Letter Obregon to Peralta, June 13, 1916........-..-..-.--- 02. 20 3062 
Letter Peralta to Carranza, June 16, 1916, Central American plot.... 20 3062 
Letter Peralta to Jones re propaganda........-.----- 602 eee eee eee eee. 20 3063 
Telegram Peralta to Carranza and Obregon re propaganda cat Rae V EASA S 20 3063 
Letter Peralta to Obregon, June 27, 1916, Central American plot.... 20 3066 
Letter Peralta to Carranza, July 3, 1916, Central American plot ..... 20 3067 
Letter Peralta to Obregon, July 6, 1916, re assistance Central American 

plot Shain ae Sia Sad orice Se Se, DIG Sg Et Ray BROT NE Se a ae es aera haa da oe s 20 3070 
Written agreement between Rosales, Peralta and Gavin to loot Hon- 

CUPS sho cern SE ETE rene Be ees Banka ee ae ee oe eS 20 3071 
Written contract of de la Rosa to furnish expedition to Honduras... ... 20 3072 
Carranza supplies arms and ammunition......................00000, 20 3072 
Peralta and Rosales code......:.-+-- ESC On AE E NR ea ea 202073 
Carranza, Peralta, and Rosales combination Central America ......... 20 3078 
Letter Rosales to Seeretary Lansing December 26, 1916 re conditions 

MODAN E E S ene ia stapeenes ye ANA Mic oua eet Unie coat ued 
Central American revolutionary literature... ... eee ee eee eee 20 3082 
Letter Julian Irias to Rosales November 26, 1916 re arms and ammuni- 

TIONG 205i thina tat ag acten ars ees hea peer Suey sally rye sea gd ay p099 
Letter Contreras, Mexico City, to Julian Trias, Washington, re Central 

American revolution... ..-...-2eeee sree eee teen eee eee eee eee 20 3090 
Arrest of Iriag...... 0220-02 eee eee eet tent ete nets on ous 
Agreement signed by Rosales and Jones re arms and ammunition..... 20 3099 
Written agreement between Central American revolutionists.......... 20 3100 
Arrest of all Central American plotters New Orleans, La., August, 1917. 20 3100 
Peralta confessed to Government officers.................... 20.2 ee 20 3100 
Evidence C6000 0 CN 20 3100 
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Jones, Charles E.—Continued. Part. Pag 
United States Attorney recommends deportation in lieu of prosecution, 20 310 
MI leported ici cas goce a205 Goa rer nue Ci ai es aerate cierto ONS 20 ln 
Central American plots continue in Mexico..............02. 222.2 e eee 20 Shin 
Letter Ladislado Santos writes Rosales that Alvarado agrees furnish 
EPE bested ee dedetewe de aban uae suena sin Ota waa ime S W M 
Santos states Obrevon and others will still assist revolution, ......... 2M Sl: 
Report Creese to Department of Justice September 25, 1918, re Juan 
Guevara smuggling aAMMUNIMON. 20.0. ee cence W M 
Adam Leekie and Charles A. Douglas, loyal Ameiieans........00...- 20 31H 
Report Creese to Department of Justice re Jerome S Hess. .........- 20 3H 
Report Creese to Department of Justice re interview with Ignacio 
Bonillas re German getivitv in Mexico...... 020.22. eee eee .. 20 310 
Jones recommendation to Department of Justice concerning Germa 
ACMI VINTCS Ti MON ICOe fated ean od Behl iad e Mae One Sina AENEA W 31 
Report Creese to Department of Justice re, Break between Carranza 
BIC: COCO eens satan Vs Wie naa ae oe es oe bee toe 0 3113 
Jones, Gus T Americanos cea ee eo eeoud ace doas i te eee duces aus 10 1622 
List of United States soldiers killed in the Columbus, N. Mex., raid.. 10 1622 
Joyce, Father Francis P., chaplain, United States Army: 
=~- Six or seven hundred sisters in Veracruz, 1914, many in disguise and 
18 265 


erect wee eee sew ese Be te ae Beoeaseeen ec ee ee wose 


INWARD Aos.0 E ee seston? 2 
Many priests serve bishops and archbishops there; same working as 


waiters in restaurants; Father Keilev gave some assistance; United 
States Consul Silliman, personal representative of President Wilson, 
said, when appealed to for aid to sisters and priests, "It is generally 
admitted by everybody that the worst thing in Mexico, next to 
prostituticn, is the Catholic Church, and both must go:’’ Mexican 
woman offered gold to an American oflicer to marry her daughter to 
save her from Candido Aguilar; refused, later Aguilar ruined her, then 
married Miss C ARAN cat as aie wea e ole adie eee ee eel eae 18 2657 
Consul Canada tried to help: some sisters became mothers: many were 
diseased; Funston sympathetic but failed to get boat from United 
States departments for them............00..0... 2 cece cece ee eee eees 18 2638 
Mistake in not recognizing Huerta; untrue Huerta was a bad man, not 
guilty of killing Madero: received very discourteous treatment by 
United States; taken sick; bond $38,000; Dubose, United States 
officer, tried to graft on him... 2.2... cece eee ees 
Moved back to prison; operation on Huerta wrongfully done, caused 
his death: firm of lawyers in Fl Paso got $7,500; Hattner, $17,400, 
$13,000 lost to widow in favor of United States Government.......- 
John Lind against Catholic Church in Mexico, said at Veracruz, ‘‘The 
thing wrong with Mexico is the Catholic Church, and thev should keep 
the Catholic schools and churches closed for a generation, and they 
will then be rid of the church in Mexico;’’ quotes time of Juarez; 
despoiled church: influence of priests on natives good; 400 sisters 
left in Veracruz when Americans evacuated city, reported Villa and 
Carranza tried to have one prostitute to every four soldiers; Catholic 
Church failed to render aid to their people at first............---+- 18 2661 
Carranza at banquet board supplied each guest with a “chalice” fora 
wine cup: many American sisters taken off train near Veracruz by 5 O66? 
18 2662 


soldiers.......... WSs acetne sae ne alkene ET Rey RTE oT 
12 1899 


Reais, i, ds. NMOM Ctl 2 eet tere Get edie tie Peale ut onal 
Merchant, export trade with Mexico, 1899: has had no difficulty in 


commercial relations with Mexico and has operated during all revo- 
lutionary period, 1899; business occasionally suspended, 1900; con- 
flicts on border at Nogales, 1900; traffic south of Nogales interrupted, 
1900; railroads running south of Nogales in hands of owners and fac- 
tions, 1900; experience with local authorities pleasant, 1900; Yaquis 
trving to make treaty, 1901; soldiers in Sonora mostly Mayos and 
Yaquis, 1901: Americans put to no inconvenience by Federal troops, 
902; collectors of customs and consuls of Mexico always pleasant in 
relations with Americans, 1902; consulsat Nogales not always friendly 
inclined, 1902; removal of consul at Nogales for participation in theft 
of an automobile, 1902: Gen, Obregon had consul removed, 1902; 
implicated by letter found on Mexican killed by Americans, 1903; 
substance of letter. 1904: Obregon friendly to Americans, 1904: 
business on west Coast of Mexico, 1904; railroad south of Nogales 
out of commission, 1905; slight interruption of traffic, 1206. 


18 2659 


18 2600 
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Part. Page. 
Kelley, Monsignor: Francis Cs.4:5.c0s sive nsaawaestanetedecsseseeeiieabete 18 2665 
Exiled nuns and clergymen at Veracruz.......-.--.. 0.0022 e cece eee 18 2665 


Part received at Castroville, Tex.: tried to tell American people about 
Mexico; priests penniless; disguised as peons to get out; assisted by 


iM cot ccucsewe EE AEE ans A es sched A E E E E 18 2666 
Method of ransom for priests: how and why exodus of Catholics....... 18 2667 
Corroborates Mother Elias, former witness: her return to Mexico to 

help nuns; trouble with Mexico “anticlericalism’’................. 18 2668 


Mexico only a democracy and republic in name; Catholic candidate 

for vice president received more votes for vice president than 

Madero candidate, but counted out; quotes extract from Bryan letter 

of March 20, 1915 “Flower of democracy lies religious freedom’’; 

criticizes constitution of 1857; sentiment of Mexican Catholic; 

Luis Cabrera no friend: politicians Mexico adopted principles 

French revolution; antireligious............-... 2... e cece ee eee eee 18 2669 
People of Mexico do not hate church, only politicians: church against 

looting, atrocities, therefore politicians hate church; wants religious 


freedom in Mexico similar to United States. ............2......0.. 18 2670 
Quotes number of Catholics and makes comparisons..............-2-. 18 2671 
Quotes Eber Cole Byam on Catholic Church, Mexico................. 18 2672 
Quotes figures and makes comparisons of Catholic and Protestants, 

WOT CCUG snc aye Vet enacts a ganas utes eat E E Sisk an edna tus 18 2674 
Education in Mexico among Indian tribes..............0.020..00000- 18 2676 


Quotes ancient history of Mexico and work of Catholic Church, Mexico. 18 2678 
Only union of church and state Spanish régime in Mexico; Catholic 

political party formed just before Madero took office, object to 

reform constitution of 1857, reference church: similar to the United 


said about Lind conversation re Catholic Church; not a Jesuit ..... 18 2682 
Kellogg, Frederick Ri... 2... e eee eee ee eee RE EE ITEE .... 16 2380 
Contradicted John Lind on Mexican and American mining laws..... - 16 2380 
Spanish law issued. 2.0.20... 0. cee eee eee ee eee eee ....---driefon.. 16 2381 
Minerals issued to crown.........2ccee cece eee cee ee ec eee ceeeccccea. . 16 238) 
Ownership minerals restricted. . 2.0.22... 0.222 cece eee cece eee eee 16 2381 
Cites decrees and orders. . 2... ee ee ee eee een cee neee 16 2382 
Minerals, how ACqired yc srmsanu caches sed quite ede hele oyna beeen sos 16 2382 
Decree 1892 expresses recognition private ownership coal, ete. l...a... 1€ 2383 


Previous interpretation, decrees, ete., beginning 1387, laws 1559, and 

ordinance 1783; law of Mexico after Revolution 1821; treaty between 

Mexico and Spain conformed to above laws to Mexico and endured 

until 1857; amendment to constitution of 1857 authorizing n ining 

COCR NSO site Scan ihe auton ad Wee ecu N Phe UA a the eh a bes 16 2384 
Then follows extracts from mining laws of November 22, 1884, where 

foreigners may acquire mining property; Lind statemept on mining 

quoted CIO Gira. aaa ie. ctente nel eased ie are Se ai ed ene oS hoe ee Si agp una gaa as 16 2385 
Purther rented: niece sche eiica ds eet vewe es neu t EN e wc baka 16 2387 
American owners of oil lands actually confiscated: law of 1884 to remain 

in force until January 4, 1892, which granted private ownership to 

private individwalael Onl, Gl eseri caaan ue ve eel ey eh EA ETEEN E 16 2389 
Three provisions of mining code do not admit change of individual 

rivhts to subsoil rights to individuals; all in accordance with laws 

of 1559 and IS8S4; constitution 1917, articles 14, 27, 126 not retro- 

active and might be construcd not depriving owner of subsoil rights, 

but Carranza decrees beginning February, L918, eliminates private 


ownership of petroleum beneath BUTI ACO es, od oh wie yews rae ane 16 2390 
Arredondo pledged protection, rights, lives, and property; foreigners 

NO MIO CH aa, ores tek caer he er eto las es oe eras Pacey eee 16 239] 
Discusses damage to oi] company affected by Carranza decrees. 2.2... 16 2392 


Quotes Lind, reference to statement of Cabrera: foreigner not to seek 
avoidance of taxes; performance of duties, ete.; explains unjust 


taxation Carranza government to forelgners.......0..0202.0.2...0-. 16 2393 
Oil companies records clear in Mexiwo. 2.2.2... ee eee 16 2394 
Kennedy, J. Tb ie ete aE hata ig Rad A ak het Sedative E CE me eS ie ee a ee ee Se we 17 2630 


See MeCranie and Kennedy. 


Se ee ee 
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Kine Wile yore cet anar ees a tan A S S 
Went to Mexico, left in October, 1917: farming and stock raising. On 


Atascador Colony, 100 families at that time: 425 acres owned, Amer- 
icans owned small tracts each, poor people; 192,000 acres in ranch 
before being subdivided for colonization by E. H. Campbell & Co., 

of Tampico; had schools and church, maintained by Americans: 
conditions ideal up to time of revolution: trouble began in earnest 

* when we went into Veracruz: colonists good, honest, law-abiding 
citizens: treated well by Mexicans until break came: relates ravishing 
girls of Mr. Gourd, sent for soldiers, did not come, ordered to leave 
station (Huerta soldiers). oc. ew i ip Sec eee eben bee a e aes 
Later Huerta soldiers executed eight men, Javala family and another 
Mexican, for above crime: so reported: went to jungle, built camp, 
remained there 22 days; went to jungle again when Pershing went 
TODIONICO see tteunin Ge cata cue E E eats aie Sowa EESE 
Actual facts: Ebano occupied by Huertistas, Villistas, laving siege; 
Villistas robbed Bird and Zigler, and Mexican ranchmen and Amer- 
icans took charge of Dunheim, Limmerfall, Morehead, and young 
King: killed Bird: the two Germans, Dunheim and Limmerfall, had 
accused Bird and Zigler of stealing, but they only took their own 
cattle back that the two Germans had stolen from them (Hanson).. 
Carrancistas began stealing and robbing; Weder robbed of cattle, 
{ protested, was killed by Gen. Larraga, 24th of October, 1917; no 
l protection from Carrancistas; boy punched with a gun in back and 
robbed of horses: Carranza general in league with thieves........... 
Two German families remained there, well treated by Carrancistas; 
American colonists lost all, scattered all over world; no help from 
American Government, only to assist some to get out of country; no 
concessions; American enterprise had wonderful good etfect on 
PGR OR ate tot Stee oe Aaah Se epee ate EE atetard onan eae 
Mentions murders of L. A. Dunn and three other Americans and one 
Mexican with pay roll: Franklin, Pilgrim, on Chamal, mentions San 
Dieguito colony losing several hundred head of cattle: ran away by 
Manuel Larraga: all farms grown up in brush; Germans to fight with 
Mexicans; depended on United States Government for protection, 


but received ONC ve ods oes oc ew ee en be eb dx bow ees 


Kirby; Thomas vic eset esos sakiess ee ne reer re ret 
Mining engineer; authority on mining in Mexico; wrote review ot 
mining in Mexico for the Mining World, of Chicago, in year 1905.... 
Mines in Mexico practically abandoned in 1880; when Americans 
started mining operations old mines were reclaimed and placed in 
operation with up to date machinery, etc.; in each instance the mines 
were bought and paid for when obtained from Mexican owner; 
minine flourished under Diag cess 366i e560 e See ae ew caretesas ee eee 
Since revolution began mining has fallen off 90 per cent..........-++- 
Testified re execution of American citizen, Howard L. Elton, a mining 
engineer, by rebels after guaranty to United States that it would not 
DO OMG os cocoa tse E oe Gt ek eaten E wearers E EET 
Testified to killing of Boris Gorow, an American citizen, in Jalisco by 
rebels; his gold teeth were beaten from his head before he died....-.. 
Tole WOR Ue ce tate ete hn cee ate este eh oo eta ns ute A gree Saat 
Relates conditions and attack on Norias ranch, owner........----++-- 
Statement of Manuel Rincones, reference to raiders of Norias ranch, 
who was captured by raiders... 0.000000 000 eee eee ce cece eee eens 
Nafarrate Carranza commander at Matamoros during raids........-.-- 
kleber dod ecko at oe ohare hana Belated aes a 
Conditions along the border good during Diaz régime; relates wrecking 

of train near Brownsville, in which he was robbed, engineer killed. 

also several soldiers, also Mr. Cain; State health oflicer and Wallace 
wounded.....------------- E E bee ded dis Serre rm a aiere tre .- 
Identifies De la Rosa past history; quotes Chino Flores confession 
about raid; show Nafarrate assisted in organization of raiders in 


Matamoros. --+-- +2 seer cre ee ee ec ce ee eee ee cee cece eee cerns 
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13 


13 


13 


13 


13 


1930 


192 


192 


1954 
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Kleiber, J. 1.—Continued. = l Part. Page. 
Relates difficulties in extradition; De la Rosa commissioned by Car- 
ranza; leaders indicted for murder in Texas; two men hung for mur- 


dor OF Cutan 5 ance win e TA EAE ENE AEE OEA 8 1275 
Relates conspiracy to raid on Texas side; formed in Matamoros; ap- 
proximate number of Americans murdered by raiders. ............ 8 1277 
Gives ideas on Mexico and Mexicans. ... 00.0.2... cece eee ee cee eee 8 1278 
Propaganda from Mexico on Texas side. .............22. 022 ce ee eee 8 1278 
Discusses extradition; Alberto Cabrera, murderer of District Judge 
Welsh, now a captain in Carranza army; ex-convict escaped from 
Texas penitentiary... 0 secgcis bch ea ene sisser wk eee Aue eee eeu 8 1278 
Knox, Henty Hobart, Americans: scare ican. neh ad a a 9 1417 
= Consulting mining engineer..........0 000000 eee cee ee eee 9 1417 
Conditions in Mexico under Diaz...............0 02.2 c cece eee eeeeete 9 1417 
Difficulties began with Orozco revolution. ....-. 0.0.0... .0002 ecco eee 9 1417 
Mining properties in Chihuahua closed..............--0-- 2-2-2 e eee 9 1418 
Troops sent to mining camps, but recalled at request of operators be- 
cause they robbed and looted. .................22 002 eee eee eee eee 9 1418 
Attitude of Carranza generals to conditions. ..............---+0-+ee8- 9 1420 
Gen. Murguia from humble origin became multimillionaire. ......... 9 1419 
No prospects for improvement in conditions..............-.-..-+206- 9 1421 
Villa establishes a and does not rob poor people.................. 9 1421 
Condition of railroads. . 2.2.22... ee ee eee teen eees 9 1421 
Policy of United States in ordering Americans out of Mexico......... 9 1423 
Lopez killed Americans at Santa Isabel............-- E lent entua E 9 1423 
Have never denied American citizenship..........-.........--0-00- 9 1423 
Treatment of Germans. sorres saaka diene cend EE NE eee ese cease aes 9 1424 
DAlVAOI-OF NOX 1GO 2 2cxc<s suis em ne rece see Sie emt ewe eee eating 9 1424 
Attitude of laboring classes as to who governs them .............-...- 9 1425 
Percentage of population engaged in looting........---...-2....2-04- 9 1425 
Armed intervention: ci... atone nena EEEE E aE acomwneen 9.1420 
Rule, CAPE Ne O 3 cg e EE O E IEOR ERE sakia 8 1242 
Testimony of Capt. Kile, intelligence officer Fort Sam Houston; intro- 
duces a brief history of the lower Rio Grande Valley..... EEEE 8 1242 
Compared contents with reference to raids on Rio Grande with depart- 
mental records found correct in detail, in which are related de- 
tailed oçcürrenées cr cocieste tan tar ipee E E E T EA 8 1243 
EE, E E E meee er E S A E E A een aae ays 10 1535 


Sergeant Texas Ranger force, Big Bend, Tex.; known that district 
since 1897: unsafe for many years on that border; reason, Mexican 
Government employs outlaws to represent them.. aye dosti gusrenaecie 10° 1535 

Texas rangers not allowed to go to Mexico; only go with soldiers; gives 
account of robbery of T. D. Baldwin's store at Ruidosa, Tex., bank 
of river; Chico Cano, captain in Carranza army, and 35 outlaws do 
the depredating on Texas side principally; several days after the 
first robbery thev returned; arrests by rangers; Dykes and Wood- 
land arrested man trving to kill Baldwin; Cano and his gang rescued 
him in fight, 20th of January, 1920; also robbed a threshing machine 
and stripped it; no cooperation from Carranza, never delivered any 
murderers or thieves to us; efforts made with Carrancistas unavailing 


7 for cooperation. weds chee as ad, a wea cepa ie eRe eee eter Se ein A a a a E mca ee tapes Sp 10 1536 
Krakauer, (doles yeu ecatueut cn TE E Annas 17 2590 
Protection rom DIAZ. Maver cei e oe eae ahaha es eee a eee eeted oe bade 17 2591 


Surprised Madero won; criticizes United States for assisting Madero; 
relates Diaz’s words; Orozco started his revolution against Chihua- 
hua, not against Diaz; Madero later joined with him............... 17 2591 
Kritzercer. 2 Ctens cutee se eee tated hale ids ia toe rae eee Bek 13 1977 
Farmer and laborer, manager of farm, Oaxaca and Chiapas, 1909; 
American colony; “San Pedro De Las Papas,” two or three hundred 
Americans there, farmers, small; had all they possessed there, lost 
it all; good citizens, 63.000 acres; no concessions; absolutely safe 
prior to revolution; trouble began Veracruz incident............... 13 1977 
Details fight of Smith with bandits and escape, ete.; Smith in jail at 
Tonala, later marines came in and he was released; came to States; 
homes in ruins; took out to Guatemala line in box car 100 Americans; 
relates robbery by Villista company, Culebra.............2.......- 13 1980 


IEEE SE a 
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Kritzberger, Peter—Continued. 

Robbed by Carrancistas; had fight, wounded several, home destroyed 
and burned, robbed; all colonists same; ran away: killing of Jake 
Myers by two men who were tried and tined $300, turned loose; 
tried by Carranza judge at Tonala; relates murder of Mr. McGill and 
Morgan; murderer of Morgan arrested, turned loose at Tonala; relates 
incident of cow stealing, arrest made, turned loose: no attention paid 


to American consul, reason he had no backing.................-0.005 
General conditions detail dealings with United States and British 
consuls; robbed many times, ete.; Carrancistas all grafting......... 


Describes methods of graft in shipping stock; American woman, mem- 
ber of that American colony, with child, ravizhed, later died: several 
young girls and women ravished; perpetrator well known there now, 
nothing done with him; no colonists left there: trains and bridges 
burned; track grown up, limbs break windows in cars, very little 
to sav; conditions worse below Mexico Citv..........00.020. 0-00 e ee 

Everyone wants intervention there; Mr. Summers held for $5,000 ran- 
som; brother in Oklahoma paid it; details robbery by Carranza gen- 
eral; Germans own two-thirds of coliee plantations, well treated.... 

Laie Franklin Reco cats fag acc ais ie'u ya te cmensa te ea Ae a ane aA 

Refutes Lind reference United States attitude toward oil rights Mexico. 

Explains concessions in Mexico; American not workinzman........... 

Shows necessity for oil on this continent for United States: speaks of 
wrong attitude of Mexico toward American interests there; quotes 


statement from Parlind ie gopeeseces £4 bie hewn nleeeedeaeteecess 
Congres:ional Record April 28, 1920, pages 6719, 6720, as to danger of 
England v. Oil DusinGss sce ooo ot cces 62.25 Seba ananena nenn rennene 
Lanehorne; Col Gris Pc eae tala eta Eh pa eis eau doris hokage wee enka 


Commander Big Bend district two years prior to October, 1919: area 
Big Bend 14,000 square miles, 53 per cent canvons and mountains, 
110 miles from railroad, rim rock 2,500 feet above valley on river...- 

Conditions bad, relates killing of Sitter and Hulen by Carrancistas: 
Glenn Springs raid by Carrancistas, relates incidents in chrono- 
logical order, raids, murders, etc.; received no assistance from Car- 
rancistas; in his opinion thev committed all offenses; gives in detail 
aviator incident in which Capt. Matlack rescued them by paving 
half the ransom; report on Eighth Cavalry under witness, by Adjt. 
Gen. Gilmor to commanding general southern department........-- 


Laren NIG ee oa be oo os Cleese e Soa ee te a eee Ea eed 
Affidavit of, lo-s, $70,000; relates conditions and outrages. ........-.-- 


Laut Arnes Mises ke te es ee deena RENERE R EAEAN soe 
Journalist and farmer: traveled in Mexico to see conditions at first 
hand: mentions F. S. Pearson lumber interest in Chihuahua; Can- 


PARAKA TEL LOT OSES Senchge E E ie eas ede Gide ee LI Seng ES 


brought back many pictures of voung girls eaten up with diwarse, 
eaused by Carraneistag. ..0. 00000 ec ee ce n maturae 
Tells of robberies: conferences with Mexican women who pleaded for 
relief from the United States. ..0.000.0. 00 oe cee ce ce ec eee ee nne 
Carrancistas offered free loot and girls for or to recruits; gives many 
accounts of atrocities on women, tortured and murdered: many 
thousands actually starved to death: Weeks Carranza propagandist; 
refutes insinuation by Inman that she was pro-German......-..+-- 
Lester. S. pD ANE E E E E E E E EE E A ES TE vg ad Ese E E E E IE E E EA E AE 
Report to Senator Albert B. Fall, chairman: petition directed to the 
Pulni of the United States under date of May 12, 1914, by a 
committee representing 3.000 Americans: shanghaicd out of Tampico 
on April 22 and delivered at Galveston. TN d cg ere bien hee 
Navy Department Bulletin, May 23, 1914, granting in part petition.. 
Personal account given by one of the committee as to proceedings in 
Washington with department in behalf of “refugees” above men- 
tioned and also incidents occurring previous to their departure at 
Tampico and acts of United States Government through Admiral 
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Lester, 8. D.—Continued. Part. Page. 
Statement of Mr. D., an American, robbed of cattle and money: 
ransom of stock from bandits: no protection given by Carranza 
governor, Osuna, bandits and Gen. Larraga, of the Carranza army, 


worked together to rob Americans... 2... 2.22 ee eee eee eee eee 16 2453 
Statement of “Mr. B.” an American; house destroyed by Carranza 
s- goldters: reported to Osuna: nothing done. .............2.0-6-22.-- 16 2453 


Statement of Mr. F.V an American, pear Tainpico: Gen. Aguilar 
took horses, soldiers beat him up with guns; “kill the Gringes” their 
cry; in jail 3 days, paid lawyer $200 to have him released. no charge: 

x June, 1915, Gen. Nafarrate instructed his soldiers to arrest all 

Americans and compel them to leave property: cut down orange 

trees and pineapples and destroyed houres..........-.-...22-2--.. 16 2454 
“Mr. G.” an American gives details of methods employed by Gen. 

Murguia and others to commandeer cars and force the Americans to 

sell their products to his agents or stand for extra graft in order to 

get products to market; letter from Col. F. Aguilar to “Mr. H.” 

Columbus colony, demanding $3,000: Sergt. Mateo Haro is accured 

of the murder of J. H. Correl and the rape of his wife: Henequen 

plantation destroyed: fences cut: robbed by Gov. Caballero on 

fiber deal: Mexican Government canceled concessions on two 


Ld 


he would spend 32.000,000 to defena Obregon. 2... 2.6... 16 2456 
Francisco Murgnia purchased a large ranch in Coahuila and property 
Ih at VNLONIO; “LOX 2 Ove db aG 25d Se oad ewe ta EEEE wee ou 16 2457 


Gen. Hasso robbed stores of $2,000: Gen. Isidro Cardona took mine 

from widow Norman: killed a Spaniard: took possession of several 

houses; Felipe Pescador, general manager of railroads. appointed 

friends who made out false vouchers and gave half to Pescador: 52 

trains have heen dynamited in this section: gives names of bandits 

and locations and how they get ammunition from Carrancistas: 

took manager of Agua Dulce ranch, held him for $30,000; many 

TOD berIOs NOTCH sca. E E E as em E sees waaaws 16 2458 
Women naked, all clothes taken; people starving: people eat carrion, 

lizards, frogs, burro meat: railroad agents robbing Government out 

of half of the fares: [SO bandits in Mexico: horses and cattle all 

SONG 6228 ows end dice lee neon gh ace Pees eee ete eee es Soe oad has 16 2459 
Mr. Barnes. 20 vears in MONICO:2...245oessetues ticot ricenreneri irani 16 2459 


man I years Ol AUG. clue Cane eae Te pe a a OSa EE EREE J6 2460 
Reierence, Jolm Lind, advice... 0... ee eee cee cence ene e ences 16 246] 
Hiram Catron: His statement in full in record testimony: ex-soldier: 

son: killed: Veter Caron. ous bseceu sees SEERE adc EEA NENA 16 246] 
Statement of Virginia Villasana reference murder of Peter Catron by 

Eleno Zequera, officer under Gen. Larraga.......-......-.-. hares 16 2462 


“Mr. L.,? an American, gives account oi death of L. L. Weider, Nc- 
vember 27, 1917, at Atascador colony, near Tampico, by thievcs 


X 


under Gen. Larraga; cattle taken; names thieves, ete.............. 16 2463 
Gives several robberies of cattle, etc.; Atascador in ruins; protests 
against article 27 of new constitution. ....--..-.-...-222. 22 eee eee 16 2464 


“Mr. N..? an American, lived in Tamaulipas 25 years: good condi- 

tions under Diaz: visit from Lieut. Col. Nafarrate; robberies; battle 

of Victoria; execution of Lucas Haces, a Spaniard; robbery of train 

by Col. Jesus Agustin Castro; execution ofhicials of Llera........... 16 2465 
Hanged lineman: second battle of Victoria; car of corn burned; Sal- 

divar loots; battle of Tampico, December 5, 1913; rebels repulsed: 

April 13, 1914, again attacked Tampico; successful in May; Zaragoza- 

Hiertista evacuated Cily ercis reot nont elect ieee sade owe REE 16 2466 
Loss to rebels, killed and wounded, total both hattles, 1,000; wired 

President Wilson to recognize Carranza; gives account of murder of 

municipal president and officers of Llera and murder of several lead- 

ing citizens of southern Tampico; stood in with rebels, only lost 

$17,006; Carranza officials allowed to pad pay rolls; natives hungry 

and have TE WO IGtiGd2s ccutahe we eae eee ok Gee wie ELESE we que 16 2468 
All Carrancistds bandits; ‘Mr. O.;” all Carrancistas bandits; no pun- 

ishment; negroes to fight Gringos with Carrancistas..............-.- 16 2468 


. Na ee ee ee S. 
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Lester, S. D.—Continued. 
English boat picked up 125 Americans mouth of Panuco; came out 


on steamship Cyclops; returned, gives account of losses and mis- 
treatment; shot at; no protection from officers; Carranza troops 
robhed oil companies; recognized .... 0.0... 62 eee eee eee ence nes 
Relates various robberies and outrages..........-0-- eee ee eee cece 
“Mr. P., an American, relates robbery of “dead” as well as himself: 
Carrancistas rob bandits who have robbed Mexicans, who are allowed 
to buw back from: themaeoc.ses. cee seke sens 208 sae neenu Erai a i 
“Mr. Q,” an American, robbed and wounded.....................-- 16 
Blame placed on him because he was not armed; Americans receive 
NO protection. 222 as on ean en ara cae ada PA RAE 
Statement of Mr. Don D. Morehead; conditions good under Diaz and 
Huerta troops: tried to protect us; all Americans to be killed; hid 
in mountains for 6 weeks: object of Carrancistas to run all Americans 
out of Mexico: Gen. Larraga responsible largely for atrocities....... 16 
Account of Weider murder; robberies and outrages, sugar plantation, 
1917; Pelaez treats foreigners well; Carranza forces bad............ 16 
“Mr. R,” an American; conditions good under Diaz, 1914; American 
women hid in mountains to escape Carrancistas.................055 16 
Property confiscated; robberies by Fabian Aguilar, Carrancista; taken 
prisoner, stood up to be shot; took mules, whipped his men with 
ropes; Carranza officer tried to beat him with rope and sword....... 16 
“Mr. S,” an American: Valles colony described, established 1748; 
Manuel Larraga, Maderista, killed: Severo Oyarvide to get protection; 
rose in arms against Huerta: robberies, burning of houses, and atroc- 
ities by Carrancistas detailed: judge of court Estevan Ruiz shot.... 16 
Two young boys murdered; two leading officers shot, one for not hav- 
ing good eyesight, the other too old to be a soldier; orders of Gen. 
Agustin Milan, now governor of State of Mexico; prisoners released: 
Venustiano Gonzalez released, made captain; Lieut. DeFoe mur- 
dered by Lücio- Blant. so ius occa cers oe eke EEPE EENET 
Records burned; citizens held up for $16,000; widow threatened with 
being turned over to soldiers if she did not pay $1,000, by Gen. 
Galindo, a Carrancista; churches, schools. private residences, etc.. 
converted into stables: fields of poor men destroyed; rifles supplied 
them at Matamoros from United States........000000 000222 c cee eee 
Murders by Larraga; robberies and looting of oil companies detailed.. 16 
Detailed list of robberies and atrocities on oil companies in Tampico 
district; murders, held for ransom, etc., by bandits and Carran- 


16 


Details attitude of Americans at Tampico as to their willingness to 
appear as witnesses, except managers of vil companies, and his labors 
Slope MANN w ee enced bles one oe E ee AA eee eevee ss 

Judge Kearful and Judge Buckley confer with oil companies in New 
Xorkaboul WHMCR8OS 655. ess rerien ng Wau eee ese deus enw neoese se 

Efforts in Tampico with managers of oil companies: letter from chair- 
man from Los Angeles, Calif., March 17, 1920, authorizing subpoena 
for witnesses in MGNICO so 05 ou caw eine wey eebeneeddiscukeeuetees 16 

List of Americans summoned and their replies.........0.0...00e eee eee 16 

Reference made to adverse attitude toward committee by oil company 
officials; telegrams quoted. ...................200-0- ETET 

Several managers of oil companies charged work of committee political 
and lack of good faith to alleviate conditions in Mexico; contirmed 
by conversation with high oflicial of oil company who stated ‘‘certain 
members actuated by personal and political motives instead of 
desire to better conditions in Mexico”...........0 cee ee ee ee eee eee 

Lewis. Moderar eri see eee GMa S he ated Saas ENEE E iea career 

Labor agent, San Antonio, Tex., handled several hundred Mexican 
laborers from Mexico, in February, 1920; conditions bad, caused 
them to come to United States, low wages, no work, etc.: if crops 
were made would be taken from them: very little clothing, some 
nearly naked when they arrive here; did not advertise or offer any 
indicements for them to come here; handled them only after they 
arrive San Antonio EEE E ee iS) E lam Sa eee 6 ial a, Sb Sie lee arlg boars BUS eee eee eles 
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Lill; Thomas Russell ic soe seu g niaka te tiee re AAE EE EN 3 611 


‘Certified public accountant, went to Mexico in May, 1917, with 
Henry Bruere to reorganize Mexican financial organization commis- 
sion: Brucre returned, leaving Lill in charge: commission organized 
with Luis Cabrera as president; Lill remained in Mexico a year and 
a half, in which time he had Carranza carry out certain reforms; 
undertakes to justify Carranza administration in all financial matters; 
was in employ of Carranza all time in Mexico: ignorance of Mexican 


financial matters exposed by cross-examination by Senator Fall.... 3 612 
Vind? Job menores tend nsaninie aun sean E Sonata: 16 2317 
-e— Went to Mexico 1913; left there 1914.............. See See: 16 2317 
Had no previous knowledge of Mexico; sent to Mexico on special mis- 
sion by President.....-.-.-- 02+ - eee e cece eee cece eee eee eens ee eee 16 2318 
Object of visit to Mexico........--- 0-2 eee cee e ese eee eee eee 16 2319 
Proposition of President Wilson to Huerta, August 25, 1913.......... 16 2320: 
Election in VeracruZ.......---- eee e cece cece cee cece eet e eee eeee 16 2321 
Conferred with Von Heintze. ..-..--.-- 2c eee e cece eee c cece eee eeee 16 2324 
Visited Emery hacienda, VeracruZ....-.....--- 2-222 eee e cere eee eee 16 2325 
Extract from Bryan, Commoner, J anuary 30, 1903........----. eee eee 16 2327 
Compare Negro and Mexican educational PG as ee a toe nee a a 16 2331 
Catholic ChünC haros i reine E EESE A EE EENS TN 16 3332 
Quotations Lind book.............-. Renken ty eee ee 16 2335 
Opinion entry American citizen Mexico. .....-----.+--+-2+2.eeeeee. 16 2337 
Discussions; CONCESSIONS... ....--- +2. e eee cece eect ee eee eee eee neee 16 2339 
His treatment in Mexico........-.----- fey aed gegen oy ee aT 16 2341 
Quotes from Lind book hostility of Mexicans.....................2.. 16 2342 
Captured recruits for Huerta army......-- per ae ee ig ge wee a 16 2343 
Believes Carranza régime to be success April 27, 1920; nofaithin Villa. 16 2345 
Quotations Calero book on conditions 1n Mexico POR See ereg et wipes Pane e ty See 16 2347 
Defends Carrancistas commandeering residences, etc................. 16 2349 
Book on Mexico not circulated; how it came to be printed........... - 16 2350 
Extract Shanklin secret code.....- CEREETEZEE Se ay toc ae 16 2352 
Charge Murray against H. Lane Wilson conspiring with Huerta....... 16 2356 


Discusses export of arms and ammunition illegally to Constitutionalists 
with knowledge and assistance of United States officials: quotes 


extracts from Buckley.........-.--.---+--+++2---+: cette eee eens 16 2358 
Denies statement to Buckley with reference to Catholic Church...... 16 2360 
Denies report to Wilson American invasion would be welcomed by 

Mexicans at Veracruz. ......---- eee eee rere eee cece e ence eeeees 16 2363 
Reason for meeting Carranza on border. .....------------ese eee ences 16 2365 
Son employed in ‘‘ Reguladora,” Yucatan, 1916 or 1917.............. 16 2366 
Received expenses.......-----eeeee cece eee ttn t eee sec e eens :-- 16 2366 
Compared robberies, etc., United States to Mexico favorably......... 16 2367 

Loucks, W. le et fees nce See ate cdot E TTO T ae E arms hal 9 1375 


President of Tabasco Plantation Co., located in States of Tabasco and 
Veracruz; plantations San Miguel Juarez, State of Tabasco, and 
plantation La Oaxaquena, located in Veracruz, approximately 
35,000 acres, devoted to raising and milling sugar; land purchased 
from original owners; had mills capable of handling 3,000 tons cane 
daily; modern machinery, 35 kilometers railway, and 4,000 acres 
ünder Cultivation 24.654 snowed ie Pe Ole eae eee awe ee ee ba SS 9 1375 


cession and did not ask any ...c sesieaes sees eseeeee sie eso es Sey anne 9 1378 


laborers away and forced them into army. .................-.002- 9 1379 


engineer managed to get back to plantation under British flag and 
Bave Most Of SUPA oi. dcakacitecadeteee sae A a A a Oeics 9 1380 


ool ewe O47 6 Aaa 


Scene oA. eo at ve ae 
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Loucks, W. B.—Continued. Part Page 
In vear 1915 forced to pay tribute to bandits under Alor in amount sev- 
erel thousand dollars: during most of time was also forced to feed and 
l houre Carranza troops on plantation; was forced to turn company 
boats over to Col. Silva, of Carranza army, to use in clearing river of 
bandits es protection to plantations; later learred that Carrancistas 
and rebels were in aecora; Col. Silva was nsing their boats in trans- 


on 20-50 basis... 2... eee ee eee. asa EEE RRE an gt ac Q 1X 
Luis Cabrera tried to force company to pay $2,500 export duty on 
copsignment of sugar that had been shipped at time when no export 
wes on sugar; amount not paid, matter dropped... ............65- Q 388 
Carranza authorities tried to force payment of $300.000 for alleged use 
of 260 Yaqui prisoners of var in time ot Diaz: prisoners had not been l 
[3s 


used and paymert was refused; matter finally dropped........... 9 
In 1915 an embargo wes placed on exportations of all foodstuffs. hides, 
etc.; knows personally of large shipments of beans, ete., allowed to 
go out by Candido Aguilar. commander of Veracruz; Aguilar and 
others collected large quantities of hides and when large shipment 
was redy the embargo woula be suddenly raised for 10 days...... 9 1391 
On August 13, 1915, E. F. Wells, auditor of the company, was mut- 
dered while coming from Veracruz to plantation with $10,000 pav 
roll; no one ever arrested and ro attempt made by Carranza authori- 
ties to locate milers 22.5 < donee keke ened Webel eira ores 
While American Government was asking Americans in United States 
to send food to starving Mexico, Candido Aguilar and other officials 
were sendipg thousands of head of cattle and other foodstuffs out to 
markets in Cuba and elsewhere; American colony, city of Mexico, 
made up fund and brought irto city a carload of corn for starving 
Mexicans and it was promptly seized by Obregon, who was in charge. 
Describes sisal monopoly and alleged connection of John Lind’s son; 
company forced to cease operations in May, 1917;in September, 1918, 
Carranza government undertook to confiscate property..........--- 
Only advice received from John Lind while he was in Mexico was to 
SUP POLO AIT Zee: ounce te eet a tats an bs eee ator Ga is 
Believes that present administration policy is cause of trouble in 
Mexico; testified was willing to forfeit all holdings in Mexico if could 
be for betterment of common people of Mexico and assist in settling 
COUNLEN 62262 seas Scho as E eh es a a clea es eas aR care 9 13% 
} 15 214 
5 


Manley. Pr: Paul toe s LAR ou R a NEA TREST 
Paysician: resides Mount Carmel, Ill...........200.00-000 2220 eee 2194 
Went Mexico 1996, purchased 6,000 acres land, State of Oaxaca; cleared 

800 acres; shipped in thoroughbred cattle and horses, hogs, chickens, __ 


1391 


=] 


9 13% 
9 BH 


household furniture, and agricultural implements..............--.- 15 21% 

No trouble under Diaz; went Mexico because understood that American f 
investments were desired by Diaz Government. .......-0000050000 15 21% 
Manager and overseer was ordered outin LOL4..0 00000002002 eee eee 15 219 
Everything lost; houses burned, cattle stolen, fences destroyed; all 

} BUT E A A S E E E E N E EE T l5 213 
Claim filed with State Department, $20,000................02000005- t - 

* i 


Matlack, Capt. Leonard..... E E E D E E E E EA EE T 
Captain Eighth Cavalry, Big Bend section, Texas; re crossing into 


Tigner ranch, his troop ambushed by Mexicans, five horses killed.. 10 1648 
December, 1917, patrol fired on by Mexicans; his troop crossed and had 

fight; same month Gen. Jose Murguia, Carranza commander, crossed l 

EOE E e e S E heh ais dt eed E A S 10 1649 
Tried to obtain assistance from Carranza garrison in running down 

Mexican raiders of Nevells ranch; assistance refused by Gen. Jose 10 1630 


A EE TA E E E E EE E ET E 
Found where Carranza military official had tapped American military ‘a 
telegraph line on American side of border. ...........22-2+00008 10 16»! 
Ai aei Oten a lel OE INN 10 169- 
Found where notorious bandits, when captured, had exhibited com- 10 168 
ission in Carranza APY kine oo oe wens oe pk oe 4 bean wees $ 

mi 10 1638 


Re rescuc of United States Army aviators held by Mexican bandits. - 
No assistance or coop ration from Carranza authorities during three 660 
years in Big Bend; Carranza authorities standing in with bandits 10 1 
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Part. 

Mav held: LOWMeeces cies te ieg eeu Bee mee eeat eee Neale 8 

Continuous raiding, 1915, on Texas side... ...............- i dis a ae 8 
Pursued raiders; raiders returned to Mexico; captured Mexicans who 

were in Progreso raid; statement of Guadalupe Cuellar........ sug 8 


Two Carranza garrisons on Mexican side divided the looted goods 
taken from Government garrison on this side; soldier, American, 
captured, ears cut off, mutilated, head stuck on pole, body thrown 
INntOTIVer, JONNSONpasncki ie eee e a ate eeu ks peat cyanate 

Further describes mutilation of Johnson, American soldier; describes 
bombs manufactured by Japs on Mexican side for Carrancistas; 
identifies German guns aad Hig captured from raiders.............. 

Further describes guns, Cte 2c s2-.0es wa doe tds dace chee eases euncwss 

Further describes guns, belts, pistol, German cross, etc., taken from 
dead PANGS: oven seguir ue cis aoe AO eie eine ees ate ae ee elers 

Describes commission taken from captured Mexican at Mercedes; Japs, 
bombs, and flags, etc., described ..... 2.0.2.5 2.222 eee cece eee eee 

Efforts to have raiders captured and prosecuted without avail; raids 
planned by De la Rosa and Nafarrate...........-...... 02002-20000 

Present when Forres passport was denied by De la Mata, Mexican 
consul; captured Basilio Ramos, signer of plan of San Diego; took 
original from his pocket; turned it over to United States ollicials; 
Ramos had pass through Carranza lines........-..... 02. e eee ee eee 

Relates connection between German othicers in Mexico training Mex- 
icans as soldiers; German people on border to assist them destroy spies 


in McAllen and San Juan............0ce cece cece cece eee e cc cccece 
McBee FM oeren eee aa ems eh A ante cle ales Bi pes all Sg he each i 
Ranchman, Mexico; resides Del Rio, Tex.; robbed, cattle taken, Car- 
TANICISO1S go tegen EE ein sete ee E Oa aa whee 


Relates assassination Americans, Sharp and Sellars, most brutal manner, 
by Gen. Neda and Lieut. Juan Quiroz, of Carranza army; Carranza 
soldiers stole cattle... 2.0.00... cece e cece ce et eee cence cece cecacece 

Telegrams Senator Fall and Luis Cabrera..................0..0000-- 

Me Ae. Ds are re Sig 8c Wa Baie Oe Bes Geer ae akin Rint dura ot hee 


Cain, State health officer (Texas), by Carrancistas, de la Rosa gang, 

near Brownsville, Tex.; October 18, 1915, furtherance of plan of 

ST DCCs, dis desta ankecte a cu ce E here dunes. tae tae? 
McCaleb, Walter Flavius. ..........0.-00 ce cee eee ee eee eee cece ce eeeees 
Banker and writer; made study of Mexican finance since 1876; gives 
very complete history of banking in Mexico from 1876 to present 
time; details how each revolutionary faction handled financial 


Kinney; supposed by Villa bunch............. 2... eee eee eee eee 
McCranie, J. D. and Kennedy, J. Do... 2-22... eee ee cence teen ete eens 
J. D. Kennedy, atħdavit of; account of attack on trains by Maderistas; 
American woman beat on feet to give up Jewelry; Conductor Kane 


Chairman League of Free Nations; gives synopsis of formation of league 
and objects in chronological order.....-,---.--0. ee cece eee eee eee 


136920—20—Ppt 23-—10 
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McDonald. James C.—Continued. Part. Pass. 
Requests committee to call list of witnesses given in detail in record.. 1 1% 
Offers to file list of receipts and disbursements...............+..-0006 l l% 
Asks that association for protection rights in Mexico do the same...... 1 M 


Their committee to leave for Mexico to study conditions in October.. 1 14] 
Gives partial list of members. ............ 00 cece cee ee eee cece eeeees 1 191 
George W. Weeks furnished them data on Mexico; their committee 
WecCts OO. essere esse gee Closer eee ee eta eee skactay sl Dates 1 w 
Consult New York and other parties to substantiate stories from Mexico. 1 1% 
Translation of interview of Joaquin Santaella, chief of petroleum sec- 
tion, Mexican department of commerce and labor.................- 1 1% 
Excelsior, August 14. 1919, published as truth, considered it official 
from Mexican Government in May............ 0.2. cence eee eee 1 1% 
De Bekker, former reporter for Tribune.................-0.e0e00- wee 1 18 
Furnished by Weeks........ A EEA NN A EEE EAEE EE CEE T 1 1% 
Just glances at articles before sending out for publication............. 1 1% 
Attention called to several articles. and he explains what methods pur- 
sued prior to having them published.......................0000ees 1 192 
Certain articles sent out without approval of his committee, on his per- 
sonal AUTHOR IEV segs we titie Aald aa A ee am anne aise wae ease 1 18 
Chairman quotes from several articles in League of Free Nations im- 
plicates De Bekker. sent out by him, without proof as to truth...... 1 1M 
Chairman then goes into operations of league, several pages, fully..... 1 1% 


League favors world organization to remove causes for war. took refer- 
endum vote. submits four questions, then follows resolutions. .....- 1 W 
Letter to President Wilson, signed by De Bekker, September 3, 1919, 
reference intervention in Mexico............ 0.00.2 e eee eens 1 W 
Chairman reads quotation accusing oil interests and mine owners 
fomenting intervention ideas by painting Mexico black............- 1 X 
Denies having any information and acknowledges he knew nothing ai 


E AE E E N N eeuameunesaee 
Mentions Pelaez matter of payments..........2...... 0.02 e ee eee eee ee 1 X 
Discussion about Pelaez payments; witness acknowledged wrote State 

Department but no answer.............2..2...22000e E T 1 % 
Then wrote President and published it......... te Saale ANTE 1 W 
Don't know anything for certain; always took De Bekker’s opinion on 

OVONVI NWS E E E teed tegences at 1 % 

MeéGavock, Wihan J rrer ccs 2ecusseccites o oie wb os 6h dawned oecng sees ~ Beb 
Contractor in Mexico since 1881] .......... 00 cc eee cece eee cee eeeee 7 (86 
Americans have not exploited that country............0....0.200008: 7 w 
Wages when he arrived there one and a half to three reals a day (real 

12} cents), now $2.50 to $3 a day... cece eee cece ee eres 7 866 
Laboring class verv favorable to Americans........... 2.0.00 e eee ee eens 7 $% 
Wonderfnlly improved...............2.000 000 aR itis e E 7 867 
Prefer to work for Americans...........00 00 ccc cece cece cece ee eeeees 7 MT 
Left Mexico, 1919... 0... cece cece cc cece cece ccc ceuccaccccecevscecees 7 A 
Two extracts from League of Free Nations read, showing Mexico | = 

| Mx 


PEOSPOTOUS NOW orere ea ae Ern d a E dee aes Eaa NAS os 
Denied by witness (extracts from Dr. Winston}).........000a00000450 7 8o 
Gives experience in Chiapas, Jalisco, to Tuxtla Gutierrez; conditions ' 
bad: homes deserted and furniture missing: fields not cultivated... 7 868 
Peons living in fine houses: Carrancistas drove people out, robbed and 
murdered, destroyed churches.............-0. cece cece eee eeeeees 7 88 
Cal v Mayor. a bandit chief, took Mr. Carl Sturgis, his wife. and mother- 


in-law prisoners: tortured them; Mrs. Sturgis came to States: her 
husband still there. ........020. aS a RAT? "on BED 
Mother died of starvation and deprivation............. 2.0.00 ee eee 7 860 
Peons flocked to Mexico City in large numbers..........-0202008 20 7 (MO 
No protection on haciendas.. 2.20.00. 0 ccc. cece onenn one eeeeeceeneees 7 89 
Americans generally in Mexico had rather see a settlement other than ; 
intervention if possible... 0000000. c ccc ccc ccc ccccccuccueceeeeeees 7 870 
Witness thinks intervention the only Way...........-c+eeeeeeeee0e 7 870 
U per class of Mexicans want intervent ion EE EEE OT 7 870 
All the bad feeling toward Americans caused by action of our Govern- 2 
ment in our ‘‘watchful waiting policy? .....2.0000...0e02ee eee eee 7 870 
Mexico in normal conditions now. abnorinal under Diaz......---+++°* 7 Sih 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS, 3451 


Part. Page. 

Medler Judee- Es Winco eta glee cis ae areca pease eens eet ee ead ees 10 1624 
January, 1912, toJanuary,1919, judge of the third judicial district of New 
Mexico: prior to that date assistant United States district attorney 
in New Mexico; designated by Supreme Court of New Mexico to 
hold court in Deming, Luna County. N. Mex.; Luna County in dis- 
trict of United States Judge Colin Nebiitt; Columbus raid came before 
him; raiders tried before him; seven anda little boy, Jesus Paiz: six 
were tried under one indictment and one and the boy under another; 
first-named six were tried and sentenced to be hung. which was done 
later; executions held up by President for investigation into facts 
in case: all took stand in own behalf, plead they were under military 

orders, therefore not guilty; evidence by them nature of confessions.. 10 1624 
Attorney General of the United States, Secretary of War, Secretary of 
State, and Mr. Stone, Department of Justice, and Gen. Funston 
wired protesting against their trial for the reason it would cause 
complications with the Mexican Government; gives reasons to 
Stone why request would not be granted: Pershing in Mexico 
chasing Villa a co-defendant of these prisoners, etc., and 
that he would have no *‘watchiul waiting” around his court, etc.: 
Summers Burkhart, United States attorney at Albuquerque, phoned 
witness he had received instructions from the Attorney General to 
go to Deming and protest, for the reason they could not get a fair 
trial there: ordered to come into court and repeat his message; he 

apologized and trial proceeded. ......... 2... cece eee cece eee 10 1627 

Metzinthin, Paul, American............2 00 c cece ee eee cece eee e cece ee eee 8 1105 
In Mexico. 1913, southern part Sonora; ranchman; irrigated farm; 
- raided 6th of May, 1913, by Yaqui Indians; Lieut. Espinosa, of the 
Carranza government; held machetes to the throate of the three 
„X Americans; took hogs, stock; destroyed irrigation canals; took all 
clothing off family but underclothes; 30 days later burned house 
and barn; young sister not normal since assault; lapse of memory; 
200 American families driven out; loss, $20,000, no reimbursement; 


__ Sister assaulted 14 years of age. ....--- 2. eee eee eee eee ee eee 8 1105 
Miler WW aeann aes sates silanes ee var eas Sed eee eal on aia, 8 1069 


Went to Mexico 1906; invited there; promised protection; lost all his 
Investments; no protection under Taft or Wilson; investment, 
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Banker in Mexico many years, different places, 1898 to 1917; ex- 
change broke when Obregon entered Mexico City with worthless 
paper money in August, 1914. .....--- 22-2 eee ee eee eee eee eee 

Huertas loan arbitrarvs.cs.<csateiasseee set cess cele wie ee eee 

Witnesa and his attorney arrested when they went before De la Lama, 
secretary of finance. ... 2... 2. e eee et eee eee eee eens 

Later released when they agreed to comply with their part of the loan.. 

Huerta did not personally benefit by it... .--. Sorat tsetse eee eee 

Carranza remitted large sums of money to the United States and other 


Oro ot rata Ouro 
> 
ve) 
Aq 


countries, sometimes by special messengers. .....--2-..........-0. 687 
Carranza remittances began at once and continued to date........... 637 
Witness then goes fully into different issues of money in detail........ 688 
Worthless issues forced on laborers and small merchants who suffered 

thereby creathy..........---22--2- 5° ee ö 690 
Any refusal was punished by fine and jail, which had to be paid in 

gold and silver; his bank forced to take this paper heavilv........ 5 690 
Sud Americanische, a German bank, had unusual protection and 

privileges. explains.........------ TEn e Ale Facade austere a e aa 5 690 
Explains looting of the banks of Mexico by government.............. 5 6691 

xplains suit filed in New York, for funds of Bank of London and 

WRC G iste aa alice ich a carat dann ts eee ener ae Sine cen cess ans 5 692 
Luis Cabrera was minister of finance when banks were looted........ 5 692 


Had conversation with Cabrera. protesting that action was against 

their laws; his reply was © Necessity knows no law. and we need the 

TG yi, ye be ae er we eee ee eerie he wp ech ete Me hah eal oO tee 5 693 
Troops not paid yet; Government took large sums from all the banks 

OVATE vase ies chars fend, as had cotta i E d Shans Raha ome Rat ae Be See oni ate 5 693 
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Mitchell, William Bain—Continued. 
Mrs. Carranza crossed border October, 1916. with nine cases of gold 


an SNe reaa Gui ote wile Radius Gh ty Othe eae ie Renate af anineah 5) 
Franklin K. Lane received notification of this while he was with 
delevation at Atlantic Citv by telegram from custom officer at La- 
redo; later withess was at Laredo and checked it up: true......... J 
New York banker rs on lending money to Mexican Government dubbed 
them as “bunch of bandits”.................-- BS oe ea nee aA 5 
! Monahan. QU Gs 29.28.0428 26 oe ose aie hee a RE ne eee ee we 8 
Wounded in Los Tulttoa fight........... Se Geers Riana ete A 8 
Raiders came from Mexico. .... 0000.2 ee ee ce ee cee cee eeaeees x 
Relates details as to fight. in which he and Sonny Huff were wounded. 8 
Conditions bad on Texas side of border; Mexicans wore khaki clothes... 8 
Na'arrate. Carranza general in charge Matamoros at that time. relates 
Galveston ranch fight, killed soldier Serot. MeGrath..............- S 
Moarre MrSID Se anda a day oe rA ona aoe eA 7 
Had been living Columbus. N. Mex.. several vearsa prior to March. 
1916: husband and herself owned and operated general merchandise 
store. carrying stock approximately 312.000. ...00000.0.0...0.0..0065 7 
l Iad built fine bungalow home on outskirts of town of Columbvs...... I 
March 7 and 8 noticed many strange Mexicans in town of Columbus: 
one Mexican in particular came into store and bought suit overalls.. 7 
Night of March 9 town was raided by approximately 700 Mexicans; 
store was ransacked. windows broken. and goods carried away: 
handits entered their home; while two Mexicans held her others 
| killed her hushand before her evea. langhing and joking while so 
| doing; bandits tore rings from her fingers: robbed house of every- 
thine of Vallis <o6455.2u Saeco d seh Fellas et oetieds a nara a ea iadaa 7 
In contusion managed to escape and ran toward town. which was on 
! Data aed hte he E aan ae oe E E S E S eM yet inal E 7 
Bandits shot her in the leg......anaaan naan ee eee eee ee 7 
Laid out in bushes until found by American soldiers next morning... 7 
Was in hospital several months from wonnd and is permanently erip- 
pled from wound and nervous wreck from treatment; financial loss, 
; $10,000 in goods and damage to store and home: Mexican who tore 
a rings from her finger recognized as one who had boneht overalls day 
$ D E L T E E E E ETA E AEE 7 
L Marron: N-Na AMOT OAs eo wo ie cay whe he ep ise ety cee EY 8 
| Reporter San Antonio paper: reference to publications that members 
of committee were privately interested in Mexico: referred com- 
mittee to Miss Sinith, another reporter. oo... ee ee ee eee 8 
NU a eects ware Seine Ve gee a ee we eek EE be poi ein gun Ua ees 10 
Telegraph operator. Columbus, N. Mex.: “Testitie ‘do relative to Col. 
Slocum, commander at Columbus. receiving telegram from military 
headquerters at Douglas, Ariz.. day or two before raid warning him 
that Villa was tn vietmityv. etC.. auauna aoaaa ee ee cece teens 10 
Relative to arrival in Columbns two days before the raid of George 
Sees, Associated Press correspondent, with telegraph cperator ..-- 10 
Relative to Associated Press operator being in telegraph office trying 
to get wire conpection hardly before Villistas were out of town. ...- 1 
Relative to signal fires and wire fence being evt meht before raid. .... }0 
Generally suepected by civilians that town might be raided tor several 
davs before actual TAI sc oe oh ok nl eal oc besarte Sean ek oie eee re eee 10 
Se a aaa a ct e de a a a a Settee Soa oboe as J0 
v olates © Brite Raneh” raid: wounded ...............ccceeccececte? 10 
Details fight, Mexican killed had on uniform coat. Carranza; raiders 
went back to Mexico, poe and officers in pursuit... 2.2.2.2 eee 10 
Robberv of Baldwin's store, Candelaria, Big Bend.. doce haan bees .. 0 
Carrancistas stationed across from place of robbe ry could see robbers 
from this side; no assistance from them..........-.-leeeeceere puna 10 
2elates theft of cattle by Chico Cano bunch from Eulalio Nunez....-- 10 
Testifies as to conditions before and after revolution: Mexican officer 
seen riding stolen horse from this side......0..0c eee ee ee eee eee 10 
Relates fight with Mexicans Christmas night, lQ19..0.......--6052298 10 
Nevill. E. AY depos Bene eee aS es SA te A a li co Sith hares Said he ee ae 10 


Details robbery of his ranch and murder of his son Mareh 25. 1918, 
E E E E E waliaatl atic ce ora E eae 10 


Part. 
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Nevill, E. W.—Continued. Part. 


Details condition of house and murder of Mexican woman in his house » 


dunne Net oces ictus seer eta teee ee eet ee Ueete eee gee ate 
Bandits with Carrancistas guilty ........ anaana eee eee eee eee 
Col. Langhorne foHowed them into Mexico, two troops, killed several. 
November 12, 1917, Carranza officer sent 50 men over to Texas side to 
capture us, but did not do it; drove off seven head of cattle as they 
remed ereere ogee hu eets Bind = hes eae ome bere ee eee 
Carrancistas stole and killed all cattle and took off horses; ranch aban- 
doned reese wis Wes BA ae oe apenas E ne akin bk ot oats 
Ochs, Capt. William V., United States Army..........0...22.0.0.....0... 
Big Bend district; no assistance from Carrancistas; raids and thefts too 
numerous tonen oli secs cso genase Bek oka ee eee eee geek meu oand 
Took part in following Tigner raiders into Mexico with Capt. Mat- 
lack; Ricardo Flores and three soldiers killed, identified by Mexican 
officers and consul as Carrancistas, December 17, 1918, in Texas. ... 
No discipline in Carrancista Army at Ojinaga. .....-...............0. 
Mexican consul admitted thev were not able to cope with depredations; 
Col. Cevallos in charge under indictment for embezzlement........ 
Many deserters from Ojinaga in March came to this side; they made 
brick for United States officers; Carranza officers tried to get them 
back, but they refused; deported, went with them, watched over 
them, saw they were not punished; consul, Mexican, only promised 
cooperation; did not do anything..........--.-.--- E O EE dats 
Impossible for either Mexicans or Americans to remain in Big Bend if 
soldiers should be withdrawn. ........-------- esse cece eee eee ees 
Ohver H.T isa ok ln eed hatte ng te SOR poetic tesa t sree Dace 
President Oliver, American Trading Co., New York, has contract with 
Maj. R. B. Sutton, president American Gun Co., for 5,000 Mauser 
rifles for Carranza Government, under license, war trade, September 
16, for 15,000 guns and 15,000,000 rounds of ammunition, 1919........ 
Letter to Oliver American Trading Co, date October 14, 1919, showing 
Fletcher refused to allow arms and ammunition enter Mexico; Sec- 

_ Tetary Lansing states only temporary delay....................... 
Ortiz Melaiiad es e nieee uais aie eoa eon eae ene Laie wat 
Labor Agency, San Antonio, Tex., shipped during February, Mexican 
laborers into interior of United States; many gave as their reason for 
coming here no work, small wages, etc., in Mexico; came of own 
BCCODd 2563 cu Oh ay ua aie wlemie brandy eee eC ae tiie E E 
Osborn- M: Taeger echo ran ed ace mae Rae SA eete tere Aen oe 
Labor Agency in San Antonio, Tex., handled about 400 in February 
for interior points, Mexican laborers from Mexico, furnished list; 
no solicitation, no advertising to get them....................22.. 
Shipped six or seven thousand during war times; told him that corn 
was very high, also beans; no meat, starving, very little work, low 
Bee: better prices here; one stole two burros and sold them to get 
CTE EEE A ean) bev Gee Awe ee et Se ck E 


Children and women naked, some with paper around them, where they 


COMOGAGON oil eean ee Bae Re aie Wee avere etek anit Sita Use area St eaten 
If they plant corn, Carrancistas or other bands take it; glad to escape 
with their lives; class ignorant but able-bodied men; approximately 
75,000 came in the United States in February and March. ........... 
Waded the river, robbed on Mexican side by supposed Carranza officials. 
Laborers, principally from Michvacan, Jalisco, and Guanajuato, few 
from the border States. .......-.- ene cee cece ce cece cece enc ncecenenee 
O Shaughnessy, Nelson. .cicseincuvesrmesyebed A EE EEAS 
iplomat oori sronto EEEE EENE EA ANEETA NEA LEN TE S NAS 
Madero analyzed: Procrastinator, did nothing; wanted division of 
land; not consummated; land situation Mexico exaggcrated........ 
Gustavo Madero ran Government—Madero Government—similar to 
that of Diaz towards last; only way to rule Mexico; knew Huerta 
secured results through Huerta; Bryan instructed to make request 
of Huerta: Huerta strong character. ........... 0.2002 c eee eee ee eens 
Liked Americans, as were all public men; always protected Americans, 
even protected them after Veracruz incident; pulled statue George 
Washington down; no Americans injured or killed; Huerta saved 
them by orders; Lind’s mission to Mexico to force Huerta out; Lind 


. 


favored Carranza seere Seek ew Belen ch eked a seaw si weteckeees 
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O’Shaugnessy, Nelson—Continued. 

Present conference with Huerta and Gamboa and Lind when pre- 
senting document trom Wilson; relates Lind threat to Gamboa and 
Huerta; threatened with intervention; Lind knew nothing of con- 
ditions; Lind strong against English oil interests and oil companies 
and religious situation; against Catholic Church; relates conversa- 
tion Lind about Carranza killing people: objected to United States 
alliance with him, defended by Lind; Americans high class in 
Mexico; disagrees with United States policy towards Huerta; gives 
S ONS 6 co on-set toa ait cost oA ca tor eek ee eee es a da 

Discusses United States policy with Mexico; Carranza anti-American; 
State Department fully posted; relates Huerta statement reference 
to law and order, establishment of same; rebels, Carrancistas turned 
omt nte Salers. ce aso Poon idee Saud on eer eia 

Henry L. Wilson did not connive at overthrow of Madero; Americans 
in Mexico approved his work; compared attitude of Mexican Gov- 
ernment and United States as to protection of Americans in Mexico; 
would not stop at letting them be good. ...............0.0.0008: om 

Advises intervention only as a last resort; detail of how; best men in 
Mexico exiled; discusses Catholic Church. ..............0-0-0eeeees 

Discusses religious matters; Catholics always stood for law and order.. 

Discusses elections: substantiates Buckley as to conversation or 
statement re Catholic Church made bv Lind....................--- 

Paiz cb CSUs ces at ocr en oh ewe ey ee ble Stns Dee ee wet VN 
Carrancistas killed his three brothers. he and his father then joined 
Villa; relates Columbus raid by Villa outtit; his leg shot off; later 


testified several raiders hung.............0...... ates dagen ha aor ences 


Parmelee, Mrs. OMe io bien cel dan cece sie beta cose sesh 
Murder of her husband, F. M. Parmelee, near Brownsville on Texas 


side of River, by Carrancistas under de la Rosa, furtherance of plan 


of San Diced, TUT scutes seuss ak os live Atenas Mere Neneh oo 


Peterom M helo: 32 ot eoce tener oases saute le oda E amet 
Relates to killing of her husband, her brother, Mr. Akard, and Mr. 


Jenson, at Corner Ranch, on Mexican side; no one ever punished 


{OP TIL UGB co he caters a ha os oo Be aale toed be bain bean 3 Ces Sane 


Poorbaugh, P. F..........-. E E E days 
Invited to invest in Mexico, assured of protection; bought 1,000 acres 


out of tract; colonized 162.000 acres, Santa Lucrecia, Isthmus...... 
Forced to leave for United States by representatives of this Govern- 
ment. only hand bags allowed to be taken. .........0.0.0....000005 
Mentions killing of E. E. Morgan, April 8, 1920; warned by German 
Consul to claim to be an Englishman or German..............-+6-- 
Described assault on Americans at ranch........00 0.0.00. cee eee eee es 
Conversation with John Lind about Huerta......0..0 0.00.00. .e ee eee 
Connection OL property <i ound. cee ede oe uk be awn ee ees 


Rathbone, C. Wis cc owi ee ice eien ee ee datas ie Saas 
Controls about 30.000 acres; oil leases and fee simple, in Tampico oil 


fields: secured same from owners: Mexican citizen secured permits 
to drill on his land, legal proceedings followed; not decided, 
brought in 30.000-barrel well, drilling another; kept United States 
department fully advised... 0... cc ee cece ee eee eee ae 
Corresponded with United States and British Government about 1t; 
Promised to file correspondence, not with him..............--+6+5° 
Files copies of documents to British Embassy and State Department... 
Depredated upon by Candido Aguilar, Carranza's son-in-law, and 
Pedro Rodriguez, Carranza oflicial; sugar plantation robbed and 
damaged; account filed with consul, will get it for committee (Rath- 
bone Appendix C, p. 580): related damage to ranch, 25,000 acres, 
manager ran away stock, and henequen complete loss.......-.--+++ 
Rathbone Exhibit C—letter New York, August 16, 1919, to Rathbone, 
signed Burton W. Wilson, translation of amparo and papers, letter to 
Scottish Mexican Oil Co., 120 Broadway, New York, sign 
Pardo; legal opinion as to proceedings, reference circular November 
15, 1915; commerce and labor as to permits to drill.......----++-- r 
Opinion rendered by Ignacio Rodriguez, against Scottish Mexican Oil 
Co., on amparo represented by Lic. Rutael Pardo,.........---++°° 


Part. Page. 
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Rathbone, C. H.—Continued. Part. Prge. 


Case of the Scottish Mexican Oil Co. with Commerce and Industry 
Department of Mexico: signed Scottish Mexican Oil Co., by C. H. 
Rathbone, attorney in fact, January 22, 1919...................--. 

Case of the Scottish Mexican Oil Co. with Commerce and Industry 
Department in Mexico; translation No. 1 and translation No. 2, De- 
cember 4 and December 28, 1918, signed Rafael Pardo............. 

Renard- CY sash and ais Bip chat & de iad aides Meat eh Bega an aah aA 

Architect and engineer, in Mexico 1907 to 1913; relates Chinese mas- 

sacre- Torreon: Mays 1919 -csueth oc cewome a e ERE EEE hated 
Richards, Joseph Allen... 2.2.0.2... cece cee ce eee cece eee cee enee 

Found bodies of Cecil Connolly and Frederick B. Waterhouse, Sep- 
tember 21, in Bay of Los Angeles, Lower California; circumstances 
under which bodies were found: Italian William Rose present find- 
ing bodies, also Mexican captain, 11 Mexicans, and a prostitute; 
Mexican boat Navari, of Santa Rosalia, Alejandro Abaro, captain; 
exhibits snap shots marked ‘‘Exhibit Nos. 1, 2,3” ................ 

Arrival Santa Rosalia on Navari, went to Providencia, made sworn 
affidavit as to finding of bodies; captain Navari threatened witness; 
later arrested by Abaro; arrived Nogales, conferred with Intelligence 
officers, later returned to get bodies on destroyer Aaron Ward...... 

Arrived Port of Angeles October 19, 5 p. m.; recovered bodies, Mex- 
oe authorities examined first; went 20 miles up coast to get aero- 
plane aici eed a Geel aa ee ia Sah we OSs eee Sue Sa emda wan Wats eas 

Crew of Navari stole roperty at near Angeles belonging to Mr. Thomp- 
son of Nogales; exhib te picture of recovered aeroplane, Exhibit 5; 
Exhibit O of entine serian E REAREA EEA 

Recovered papers, but not personal effects............2.--...-.2.05. 

Mexicans took insignias from witness taken from bodies of dead men; 
telegram requesting witness to join expedition after bodies; Wash- 
ington, D. C.. October 11, 1919, Mr. Joe Allen Richards, signed 
Harris; special orders, No. 135, Nogales, Ariz., October 12, 1919, 
authority for transportation. signed by Fred L. Walker, lieutenant 
colonel, Twenty-fiith Infantry, United States Army adjutant...... 

Germans strong in Santa Rosalia, treated well, quotes letters from 
Connelly and Waterhouse to their mothers. ..........-............. 
escriptions of where they fell, signed Fred Waterhouse; bodies covered 
by human agency; Mexican made sworn statement that the Mexican 
boat Esperanza had picked up these men, landed them at Port of 
Angeles for water, Americans had money; Esperanza searched and 
found them; altitude, clock, compasa, and chairs of aeroplane aboard 
this boat; claimed to have been given him by Mexican to keep; no 

f representations made to Cantu....--. 2... 2-2 eee eee eee eee eee ee 
PS: NCO ik on eaae lca ted is vie We isa ie sg Seber enh ie dies aod dae ce an AN 

Deputy collector of customs, Columbus, N. Mex., interpreted for Col. 
Slocum, Juan Favela report on approach of Villa on Columbus. ... 

Relates beginning of Columbus raid..........2-.6. 2-2 eee eee 

Statement of Bunk. a Negro, given to witness; saw bodies of murdered 
and burned Americans.........--2-- esse cece t ee cee ete eee eee nee 

American reinforcements came from Deming. N. Mex.; called by Mrs. 
Parks, telephone operator; saw memorandum book found after raid. . 

Mexican Francisco Prado written in book; gives synopsis of contents 
OU OOK 224. does cektuan seeds Ve nwetes isp Sire er iedita Aan aby ae awe Gera iol aid 

Saw six prisoners after raid, relates trial, ete.; five hung; made con- 
TESSION, TO WHTNCS8 re os eee oa eee keen SS Aes toe etapa as 

All prisoners wounded in raid; related raiding of Moody ranch; dis- 
appearance of Tom Kingsbury; relates killing of Andy Peterson, 
Jenson, and Hugh Akard on Corner ranch. 2.2.22... 02000..0.020... 

Gives names of Americans murdered at Columbus raid; N. T. Ritchie, 
H. H. Walker, Charles De Witt Miller. Dr. H. M. Hart, James T. 
Dean, J. J. Moore, Mrs. M. James. C. C. Miller, and Harry Davis: tells 
who each was; wounded; Mr. James, Mrs. J. J. Moore, A. D. Frost, 

bce UM. PUGH eect ccccd Res E E case E ee 
Ritéhie: Mrs: bara aia cakes acre EEEE EEE eaaa r oa ETAGER 

Relates murder of her husband in Columbus raid March 9, 1916; also 
description of attack, robbery of houses, and burning of same...... 

Saved, with three daughters, by Juan Favela, half-breed Mexican; 
Yaqui Indian; four escaped from hotel ........................- 
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Ritchie, Mrs. Laura—Continued. Part. Page, 
Saw no oflicers, but saw soldiers, five dead ones; did not see Col. Slo- 
cum until 10 o’clock; one soldier burned up in fire of hotel; only 
found buttons, etc.; relates Favela saving them; tells about hotel 


ownership and insurance; company refused to pay........---...55: 10 103 
Romney Junes a e he eee hd ia end oe eer ENAA 17 354 
Ecclesiastical representative of Mormon colonies in Mexico........... Io 
Four thousand and thirty Mormons went to Mexico; had shoe, har- 
ness, and saddle factory, canning factory, stores, grist mills, saw 
mills, etc.; went there to reside permanently; exodus began (back 
to United States) July 28, 1912; there since 1885; do not practice 
polygamy, only as in United States. .........0 0.0.02 c cece eee eee 17 2575 
2576 


Excellent school system; about 1,500 Mormons in El Paso now (1912). 17 
On charity; came out penniless; all interests in Mexico; witness 


advised them to come out.......0..... 02.0 c cee ee cc eee cence eee 17 2307 
Ten Mormon colonies in Mexico; average from 250 to 1,100 in each 

COLONY pean TAA ix esata a EE news eda dh I T 17 257 
Head Mormon church orders strict neutrality. ...............---06-+ W237 
Atrocities began, second revolution, Orozco and Madero; some receipts 

PAV ON seen coe tnt E EE I PEE eunwie os ye heme cece L TTT 17 20% 


Explains in detail as to treatment and outrages; relates conversation 
with Orozco on train; wanted the United States to furnish arms and 
ammunition to him; accused United States of killing them off in 
assisting Madero and to force the United States to get out and fight. 17 2581 


Salazar demanded guns and ammunition. ...............000eeeceees 17 2583 
Looted homes, ran people away, Chuichupa..............20-eee cence 17 %5 
Same at Colonia Juarez; threatened Mormons.................20-000% 17 2586 
Demands for money made.........-...... 22.2 cece cece cece eeeeeee 17 2097 
Heard rumor that Standard Oil was backing Madero; knows of no 
Americans exempt from depredations................0200eeeceee- . 17 238 
Explains why they came out without a fight.......2............080. 17 2589 
Requested by United States to remain neutral and not forget an order 
not to bring on complications............. 0. ccc e ee een ee cee eees 17 25% 
Salazar Ine@te ces nanan rates eadbe Er EEEN E E OTA 17 239 
Affidavit of Salazar showing he depredated on Americans by superior 
orders; details amounts and owners: signed Inez Salazar; jurat, 
nory Publie osia e ie a ae ee aa aa aa g 17 25% 
San: Law Tato, Plan Olaws tiv eco tea no tem ends ees tea espe enue uen te 17 2631 
Sartw ell Edward -Reveicc. ye ee Sibson seeder eee cas ese reas T Mo 
Furnished map, murder map of Mexico; explains map...........--. 7 Mo 
Americans killed along border and in Mexico fndicated by four 
BNI DOI P ns be aha d eau ee AE PE T ices dente 7 OM 


First period, November 20, 1910, to April 24, 1914, represents period 
under control of Madero and Huerta; second period, April 24, 1914, 
to October 19, 1915, covers dissolution of Huerta Government to date 
Carranza was recognized by United States as de facto head: third 

eriod, October 19, 1915, to April 7, 1917, Carranza régime prior to 
Ynited States entering war: fourth period, April 7, 1917, to Septem- 
ber 390, 1919; Carranza régime while United States was in World 
War; first period, 41 months, 147 American civilians and 2 United 
States military force killed in Mexico: 18 civilians killed in United 
States by Mexicans: second period, 17 civilians and 2] members 
United States military killed in Mexico, and 13 civilians and 15 
United States military killed in United States by Mexicans; third 
eriod, 83 civilians and 28 United States military killed in Mexico, 
and 19 civilians and 33 United Stater military killed in United States 
by Mexicans: fourth period, 58 American civilians, 8 United States 
military killed in Mexico, and 12 civilians and 16 United States 
military killed in the United States bv Mexicans; first three 
eriods, 383 were killed, Carranza régime, how map was made and o 


Py Rar Gd See r a el ans aoe & chet haa G ded T Satine ton e : 
Formation of map various authentic sources. ..........200eee eee 7 OM 
Appears itemize list of Americans killed, location, by whom killed, 7 

etc., showing an avgregate of 550; note authorities. .......0000-5 7 M8 


Murder of Fugene Lack; 3 cases shown where murderers were given SİX 
months, then released: 18 American women and 10 children in list; 
§ women outraged in list... 22... cece cece ccc eccccecsceeees 7 864 
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Sartwell, Edward R.—Continued. Part 


Whitfield killed, planned by German agents, suppressed by United 
States:departments...¢<cs.6ce0scessdoewes ee sed OE EEEREN ATERS 
Great brutality, torture, and mutilation, American soldier burned, 
passport pinned to breast of Mr. Beard for target: foreigners mur- 
dered: Lansing to Senate: Chinese, 471: Spanish, 209; Arabs, 111; 
British, 38: Italian, 16: French, 14: Japanese, 10: miscellaneous, 
58: total, 927: no Germans; letter from Lansing October 31, 1919; 
Americans in Mexico when Diaz retired, 31,707; September, 1919, 


DOU Cr E E aetna dad es E nena meee ade gre reek Maat ay 


From Mexico City; gives testimony on conditions in 1916; disarmed by 
Carrancistas and robbed; wife robbed on train; worse now than in 
past: Diaz O. K.; Madero no better than the rest 

Noa) I ah E. EET a RET E ce DIN RS SNE SZ RSE ORE SINE 

Went to Mexico in 1907, organized the Comanche Land Co., 11,000 
acres, in Tamaulipas; titles dated hack to 1639; took in farm sup- 
plies under Diaz; no trouble until Madero revolution. ............ 

Treated well by Huerta soldiers, bad by Carrancistas: left after Vera- 
cruz incident: made him cry ‘‘ Viva Carranza and Gomez” at point 
of gun; robbed him; names men who made his wife cook for them. 

Relates killing of Sawyer; threatened Mrs. Sawyer: no one punished. . 

Conversation with Nafarrate, clean out all Americans. .............. 

Assisted American women out; spit on by Mexican, saw de la Rosa 
drilling soldiers on drill ground at Cuidad Victoria, Tamps., 1916, 
identified by Evariste Storms, an American also; drilling for at- 
tack on United Statess.csi4 esq a.csiek sangre cdiaws Me hesadae dadued 

All colonies under Diaz régime prosperous, just the reverse now; gives 
names OF partoineen aio a A E eet Othe Maku ean sek 

Tells of Blalock colony; hid in mountains......................2.00- 

Gen. Cesar de Lara, Carranza commander there, robbed them: 
mentions Hacienda El Conejo, robbed, and destroved............... 

Schrivner, Mrs. Julia A... 2.2.0.0. e cee cece ee cece cece e cence eeenees 

Lives Tucson, hushand killed by Mexicans who escaped to Mexico, no 
arrests made, killed at Homestake Production Co. mine, Arizona; 
owns half interest in mine but so near Mexican border no one will 
buy it; gold and silver; tells of murder of two Frasier hoys by Mexi- 
cans, near Ruby, Ariz.; shot her hushand in back, set fire to 


re ee ee ee ee es 


i ee ee ee ee ey 


a ee a ee ee a a 


wner of 362.000 acres; paid $350,000 gold, near Jiminez, Chihuahua; 
developed water for irrigation for one-third of property, Agua Fria 
In addition spent $300,000 in improvements; had imported stock.... 
Refutea John Lind as to Americans not being benefit to natives...... 
Natives prepared to work for Americans..............000.00...00 0000 
Conditions under Diaz good; natives honest ...............0..00000. 
Trouble began 1913 after Madero; caused by Carrancistas; crops and 
stock taken 


as.. enn ewe eonerea enter e nea eee ese ereen ee eene ea erwnenweenenannee 


@eewreoseereo eee eae eee eB ee wwe a E a 


Hacienda total wreck.........0-. 0. cece eee eee ee tee ce cence cee ceeas 
Disagrees with Lind as to revolutionists of North having high ideals; 
gives true ConditionS....... 000. c eee eee cee twee cee cece eee eeecee 
Six hundred head, 3-year old steers, stolen by Carrancistas and shipped 
to Fort Worth, Tex.: Russian Jew also robbed of 4,000 head of cattle. 
Appealed personally to Bryan without any result and who intimated 
we were robbing the Mexicans... ............ 0.0.0. cece eee eee eee 
On committee of twenty-one who waited on Bryan, who asked ‘why 
are you not honest in what you came for” and accused us of coming 
for intervention, which was untrue; gave no advice only to bring 
Americans and a Scotchman out of Mexico......................... 
Confirms statement Bryan, 1903, and present attitude; “just the re- 
vere”; Mexicans on starvation...... 22... 2. cece eee eee ee eee 
Schools on ranch discontinued after revolution 


eoeoenese eee eenenseeeaeteevneenr 
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Part. Page. 


Simons, W Benene eee eee enaA ates edaiunaieecee mates ve 
Member of American Legion, made to take his button off in Mexico 


City; also another soldier same; made to move from Hotel Regis 
on account insults, and ignored at hotel................ 00. 20e eee eee 
Americans ordered to move from Hotel Regis to give room for foreign 
officers (Japs); Government and bandits cooperating; tells about 


murder of Bowles and robbery of paymasters at Tampico............. 
Bad treatment of Jenkins; Senator Fall criticised in Mexico; held up 
in getting berth out of Mexico...2... ccc cee cece eens 
Slattery, Jo chacl sl ccesceoc is eet icons ee nema eeetenehenguenen ideas 
Miner, in 1901, to Mexico, came out April, 1914: Zacatecas, Jalisco, 
and Colima: his companies had invested about 37,000,000: quotes 
invitation of Diaz to Americans to go to Mexico and invest; Diaz 
wonderful President... 2.2.0... 0.02 cece ee cece eee eeees 
Describes mining in Mexico: all large mines in Mexico due to American 
dev clopimcntves Aaciastes dees Gen teee cutie E seus eben nace 
All railroads and large enterprises due to Americans; Mexicans would 
NOU OG erori cope tens He Rue eh atcsnas Desa a aa Lae: 
No special privileges: profits reinvested; raised wages from 6 cents 
$3 a day: shows operation commissary...........0. 2. 0ce cece eee eee 
Good treatment of Mexicans by Americans..............00.0...c0 eee ee 
i Attitude of laborers good toward Americans under Diaz; not much 
| faith in school system as generally written about.................. 
Mexicans honest under Diaz toward Americans: ditferent since....... 


Bandit means soldiers under all leaders: felt no insecurity up to revolu- 
tion: change, 1910: from men closely connected with Madero was 
told that anti-American riots were Inaugurated to show world outside 

| of Mexico that Diaz was not capable of protection: Diaz defeated 

by propaganda... .......... eee eee ence eee renee 

Americans gave athletic show in Guadalajara, 1910: relates circum- 

stance; medal; two months afterwards house stoned and disturbance; 
rioting two days and nights; Viva Madero que Mueran los Gringos; all 


factions robbed WM saan oes oo os eco a eahaee dea hone nik ee we ke bake 
Americans neutral: good class of Americans in Mexico, against Bryan 


BUON LG hoe oe eae ee hee oe he ae Vas eee Okie seater a cee ees eee ee 
Wrote letter in Commoner, 1903, quotes Bryan: quotes Democratic 
platform on Mexico: 400,000 dominates 16,000,000: best element 
driven out: August 27, 1913, Bryan ordered Americans out to keep 


United States out of trouble.......0 2000. oc cc ccc cee cece eee cueee 
Mexicans wanted I[uerta; Lind wanted to bribe Huerta; criticizes 
ROE is cove cee sha ete evden ects, hee Mo ce rater the ihn eps eters ET 
Describes loss of Americans in Mining; lost all he had.............-. 
Criticizes Mexican Government for attitude toward witness who 
testified before committee: could have remained in Mexico in 
peace by erecting a British flag. ...0.. 200.02... 0 ce eee eee ences 
Criticizes Bryan for attitude; Gov. Mier, under Huerta, told Ameri- 
cans to remain; he would protect even if they were not protected 
by the United States; United States consul begged us to get out 
| to save our country trouble... 20.00. eee eee ee eee eens 
Blames the United States Government for Veracruz incident; elected 
Jrish consul; received protection from Huerta; Americans lost all 
when-they got Oltecs.25 00056 ie dnb oo knee Leeuw ieeed Biden bus wadadss 
Talks of Tampico incident: governor advised to get out at Manzanillo; 
tells of flight with women and children. ......... cece cece cceceeees 
Left $7,000 with storekeeper to take care of his laborers; best friends 
ridiculed them for leaving; in mob at station when leaving country; 
rescued from mob by British consul; dug trenches; prepared for 
siege; Germans celebrating with Mexicans over sinking of Louisiana 
and other ships. ....- E aie Ge Scns canmee randy oun ae te OS 
Tells of Newspaper articles over German success; young Ahumada, 
gon of the governor, educated in the United States, Harvard, showed 
telegram from his father, a senator in Mexico City, sinking of Louis- 
jana. ‘‘We are putting it all over you”; chest out; Germans woul 
not fraternize with Americans; saw Germans in cantina celebrating 


with Mexicans -..--.----seseee. eee eee. Me nth oti ee a AA 


10 


10 


10 


10 
13 


13 
13 
13 


13 
13 


13 
13 


13 


13 


3. 


13 
13 
13 


13 


13 


13 
13 


13 


1662 


1662 


1663 


1643 
105 


202 


214 


2015 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 3459 


Slattery, Michael J.—Continued. Part. Page. 
Mexicans would have nothing to do with United States consul; British 
consul had to get them out; Gov. Delgadillo, of Colima, issues orders 
for Americans to become Mexican citizens, get out, or be killed; 
GUOUES OF OF er sactes be dade eevee Gees eae Ges boas ean AE 13 2016 
Disarmed and mistreated en route: paid $350 to get out of State; United 
States repaid it later: relates mob violence en route; had 239 Ameri- 
cans with him; lived in three rooms.....-..........2...00eceeeeee 13 2017 
Related trouble with jefe politico and governor at Manzanillo; insulted. 13 2018 
Paid them $1,000 to allow him to place the Americans on a Chinese 
ship then in port; robbed again. ..........-...-.-- 2-02 c eee eee eee 13 2019 
Sixteen Americans held as hostages, as they thought a battleship was 
approaching; mistake; again burned American flags; threw ashes in 
face... dan teaa oneer eee eee een eee sete E 13 2020 
Furnished full statement of sufferings to Bryan; see his reply; relates 
life on Chinese Ship csctct recov oor e eo hewaeteen tices lee cans 13 2020 


Diego, Calif.; radio from United States to Albany quoted.......... 13 2021 


allowed 25 cents a day, second class passage to homes; Americans 
on that trip worth $27,000,000; paid own transportation home; re- 
fused to accept any money, including witness fees, before this 


COMM CO ceasca he ea ad rtea ee ee ee 13 2022 
Related committee visit to Washington; insulted by Bryan; talked 
with Senators Borah and Mondell.......-...-.-...2..22...2...... 13 2023 


Relates how he got his statement into Bryan's hands: had to write for 
receipt: criticizes Richard Harding Davis, and press for saying, 


"Phis from a reluret Gi ic.bo scence tceds ie towels ates ew etg kaa E 13 2024 
Press reports and Magazines: s.05- satsinne Laem nesta das acer states 13 2025 
Wife invalid account treatment; names several Americans same 

Malady: Some dead directere hes bad teen Shes a E EEES 13 2026 


Jack Delany in insane asylum; Billie Hoeing died of broken heart.. 13 2026 
Letter quoted from 150 women who were on trip from Mexico; tells of 
destruction of churches by Carranza; never collects from any one for 


speeches: Bryan, while Secretary of State, did..........-......... 13 2027 
Made address before Catholic societies in Baltimore; relates outrages 
on nuns; Bryan refused to let them return to Mexico. ............. 13 2028 


Relates correspondence with Bryan to get back into Mexico; did go 
Without passport: entered at Eagle Pass: went only as far as Aguas- 
calientes: returned; his head miner killed; discusses ratio of ex- 


change in Mexico under Carranza. ...---.- 20. cee ee eee eee ee eee 13 2030 
Mexicans want United States to go IN. .... 2.0.6... eee eee eee eee 13 2034 
Smith; Barnett... i csacccetsseeresd ea gemserd eee es vasedediuacudesnend 17 2596 
_Affidavit of, as to depredations and robbery..............-.......2.. 17 2596 
SMC GO or a. A E caleba Siete Sees Paes eed a a eds be 17 2616 
Miner at Trinidad: business conditions disturbed..............0..... 17 2616 

Gives account of rebel depredations; Gordon Harding robbed; American 
Women would have been outraged but for Mexican women......... 17 2618 

Poor Mexican people shot at; ran to mountains with families; took 
clothes robbed tieGMisnc.ct..s cease heey e enenu eee pede. eke 17 2619 


Reds or Colorados, Cheche Campos, a brother, and El Toro arrived 
Santa Rosalia: disarmed witness; robbed and destroyed small towns; 


robbed grist mill, stores, killed cattle, ete. at Nuri................ 17 2621 
Government can not restore, conditions in Sahuaripa district bad; 
üö law Gr Olt csc ern ot ee oe eee oe Ge Cina a EN ek 17 2622 


No schools since Diaz went out; hie and property under Diaz as 
safe as in United States; told Americans were not respected be- 
cause United States would not let them bring over arms and am- 
munition to fight Madero; Americans outside of Texas will not 
fight; Texas does not belong to United States opinion of ignorant 

__ Mexicans; do not bother PSNI I A E NE A E as ERE 17 2623 

Smith, Miss Genevieve....... te et eee tee cee eee ee eee eee eee ee eee $S 11°24 
Reporter local San Antonio paper; relates conversation with Guillermo 
Hall as to Mexico investigating Senator Fall and his being connected 

With Terrazas in MCX ICOs.0ssesuie oh iey 6b Rodd eee ede ae veee ews 8 1124 
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Smith, Miss Genevieve—Continued. Part. Page. 


Clearly contradicts Guillermo Hall on several items. ................ § 1135 
States that she handled copy of “Conspiracy against Mexico” by 
Thomson, by Guillermo Hall, who told her he had secured it from 
Mexican Consul de la Mata, and if was Bolsheviki literature....... 8 1% 
Books received from Mexican consulate by express; identifies booklet, 8 1125 
Statement that 5.000 copies of the Thomson book had been handled 
by Mexican consul in Los Angeles; sent to other Meaican consuls 


TOP CUSTOM a beled ais on ews eds ete lat ec Ce Uae, u T A 8 11% 
BSG E aa E os E E eh E E EN ates ee E 1 % 


Oil producer, 1914 to 1918, Tampico: corroborates Mr. Walker to Mr. 

Polk, November 5. 1917; manager Penn-Mexico: made contribu- 

tions to Manuel Pelaez; severed connection with that company Jan- 

uary 1, 1919; made under same conditions as related by Mr. Walker. 1 2% 
Conversation with Mr. Polk: Arredondo also vave advice to pay rebels; 

Gen. Alaman, Carranza general, told him if he paid he would shoot 


UMS tice coe e on ante tints aes ude es weet A as 1 WY 
Met Dr. Henry Allen Tupper coming from Veracruz; Carranza gen- 
erals antagonistic, 1914........0 00.000 ccc ccc cece aan ] 288 
Copy of order to Americans to get out of Tampico in 1916: signed by 
Dawson United States consul......2.. 200... e eee e ec eek. 1 30 
Bad conditions in and around Tampico........... 000. ec ce cee eee cee 1 30l 
Refers to killing and robbing of paymaster at Tampico.............. 1 30 
Prefers to give balance of evidence in executive session. ............ 1 w% 
Information as to oil fields, Tampico. . 2.2.2... 0000 eee 1 W 
Safer under Pelaez than Carranza; no confidence in their officers; asks 
to go into executive session... 2.0... cece ccc ccc eee 1 3H 
Sor tlig MIC MAG We coer oktte Ses Go nica bc ceaacce ces BUM kt gi Sean a 7 83 


MODY eese Hm OG wis ieee a oa a isis Bole ale a hale bo ed we oa ae i 
Life in Yucatan under Diaz safe: did not revolt against Diaz; accepted 


all xovernments; 1915 Carranza sent his governor, Fleuterio Avila, 
there; imposed forced loan several million pesos; later Gen. Toribio 
de los Santos took place of Avila as governor; during first six weeks 
committed many outrages: de los Santos fled country; Arguinedo 
won; wrote Carranza uprising not avainst him: allow them to elect 
their own governor or send a good one; he sent Gen. Salvador Alva- 
rado with several thousand men; captured many young men and 
executed them: committed many acts of violence; seized railroads; 
took possession of “Reguladora Fiber Co.”; own directors could not 


ship without order from him... 2.00.00 0 022 paenan aaan a naan 7 S4 
Details Alvarado’s arbitrary methods... . o.oo laaloa aaau. 7 8r 
Further details bad methods of Alvarado; absolute dictator, merciless, 
R A T E E A Bak E A ates hadsuines dicted 7 879 
Further describes the henequen plants, ete., and financial system in 
UCM ANS Scho elt oe eo ant arias We te set er E ANS 7 8Y 
Henequen plantations back in hands of owners; relates forced letter 
of credit by Arguinedo: later Alvarado returned and canceled money 
issue three or four million dollars... 2.2.0.0... 000 cece ccc eee ees 7 88 
Relates buying Carranza money and it being declared counterfeit by 
Luis Cabrera; quotes Cabrera reference to running Americans out 
of Mexico; agrees with Buckley; quotes conversation on Morro Castle 
with Cabrera and Douglas; Carranza attorney, and others.....-..-- 7 4 
Discusses Americans in Mexico, their rights and what thev have done; ; 
railroads in Mexico... 0.0... eee eee OET 7 8% 
Relates efforts of United States to get fiber company moved, and ar- 
rangements with Arredondo; Alvarado’s scheme for presidency...-- 7 838 
Alvarado advocated division of land in Yucatan and Bolshevism; In- 
dians refused to take the land; figures on henequen as it affects the 
Unite] States... ...........00. pennant tc ein Deke ae re 7 880 
Spellacy, Michael A.......--. ice E T Casa Pla T a reas Geka 7 (939 
Driller; then oil producer in Tampico; general conditions there several 
years ago; relates Tampico incident...........-...-.-.cccccceeeees 7 939 
State Department, note of, of October 1, 1919.00.20... 0 ccc cece ee cee eeee 19 2887 
Exhibits: 
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State Department—Continued. Part. Page. 
Exhibits—Continued. 
Agrarian law, State of Sonora.................020000.000222--06.. 21 3180 
American consul, Nogales. to Secretary of State, July 29, 1919, ad- 

vising that Agrarian law was passed effective July 27, 1919..... 21 3180 
Bryan to Carothers June 29, 1914, concerning Carranza nonaccept- 

ance constitutionalists currency payment oil tax... L.L.L.. 21 3120 
Bryan to consul general July 10, 1914, further protest re nonac- 

ceptance Carrancista curren¢y.........0.....000. RT Pe aaa 9} 3120 
Canada to State Department, July 9, 1914, concernir g oil tax..... 21 3120 
Canada to State Department, July 17, 1914, quoting wireless irom 

Consul Miller, Tampico, re oil ta X... noanoa a taalaa aa aLL. 21 3120 
Canada, Veracruz, to State Department, Washington, June 28, 

1914, concerning oil-production tax........................... 21 3119 
Canova, Saltillo, to Secretary of State, July 11, 1914, re nonac- 

COAT CG E E E Nope er E ihe tata as a ax 21 3120 
Carranza petroleum tax decree.................... De rr er 21 3155 
Fletcher to Mexican foreign oflice, April 2, 1918, protesting against 

petroleum: decreG@s2.viec.cou Eoia areae wesw e ci. oe. 21 3157 
Fletcher to secretary industry and commerce, July 22, 1917, re 

refusal to allow oil companies to drill... 2... ee - 21 3153 
Fletcher to Secretary of State, February 20, 1917, concerning 

decree affecting property rights Americans.................... 21 3152 


ranza decree fixing tax on petroleum lands...... ee ae ee 21 3155 
Fletcher to Secretary State, August 13, 1918, advising that Car- 
ranza refused postpone decree.......................6.-.. ..... 21 3159 


Se ee eee eae a 21 3160 
Further decree requiring foreigners renounce their national pro- 

tection when acquiring real estate in Mexico... a.na aLL... sin, 2b 317; 
Governor of Sonora answer to Lansing protest. a... aua L L 21 3187 
Hanna to Secretary State, July 18, 1914, quoting Vice Consul 

Silliman re export oll CONS ewe Steck i ee a ee a ee ANA 21 3121 
Hanna to State Department, July 15, 1914, concerning oil tax.... 2} 3120 
Lansing to American consul, Nogales, August 14, 1919, protesting 

to Sonora State authorities against enforcement agrarian law.... 21 3185 
Lansing to Charles Parker, American representative, Queretaro, 

protesting against sections of Mexican Constitution of 1917... ., 21 3121 
Lansing to embassy, Mexico City, August 12, 1918, requesting that 

petroleum-tax decree be post pened See eta EE aia. PMO, bya ateng Won © a 2 l 3158 
Lansing to embassy, Mexico City, August 14, 1919, protesting 

against putting into effect agranman TE Ua Pans E cnaes 21 3184 
Lansing to Rodgers, Mexico City, August 16, 1916, advising that 

renunciation of national rights as to company affairs by Amer- 

ican individuals will not annul relations between individual 

and American BON CP MINGUS e eenaa Scie os once Sg or sho a 21 3172 
Lansing to Silliman, January 19, 1916, protesting against national- | 

ization of petroleum Be og ete ee OF oe Ee ee ee SB OG tee Biase eng 2l 3121 


Lansing to Thurston, Mexico City, January 19, 1917, pioweins 
it of pro- 


documents concerning Mexico.......000000................... 21 317] 
Mexican constitution of 1917. E ed oe acest hr Ru Sek Sante aes tel 8 21 3123 
Mexican decree requiring foreigners renounce their national pro- 

tection when acquiring property in Mexieo.................... 21 3172 


stating Mexico's position in full regarding petroleum tax and 
OCT OCH facie donate tte igh EE ets here es ated tae Deco ul ah E 21 3162 


od 


| 
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Mexican foreign office to Summerlin, July 28, 1919, willing to 
give protection to Americans. ........... 0.0.22 cece e eee ees 
Mexico orders to notaries that in charters news corporations for 
exploitation oil lands stockholders should renounce their 
naona TIC Seeks cole aut artisan ieee Mie eis vee ia Descour 
Mexican Petroleum Division Circular No. 9, setting out that 
petroleum companies mav obtain permission Chief Executive 
to drill provided they obligate themselves to respect petroleum 
law which Congress may enact.... 20.0.2... 0.0. ec cee ee eee 
Mexican secretary of state to Summerlin, May 29, 1919, advising 
that oil companies are to blame for their situation. ............ 
Phillips. acting secretary to embassv, Mexico City, June 16, 1919, 
protesting that oil companies were within their rights.......... 
Polk to American consul, Nogales, December 24, 1918, further 
protesting against enactment agrarian law. 2... ...2....00....- 
Polk to American consul, Nogales, March 20, 1919, renewed pro- 
test against enactment agrarian law..... 002.0. 000..00.00 2c ees 
Polk to American consul, Nogales, July 17, 1919, requesting to be 
advised if agrarian law was passed... 2.000.000. ccc cee eee ee 
Polk to embassy, Mexico City, January 23, 1918, further protest- 
ing against article 27, constitution of 1917.2... EEEE E ETE 
Polk to embassy, Mexico Citv, March 18, 1919, protesting against 
attempt collect rovalties from American petroleum companies. 
Polk to embassy, Mexico City, April 16, 1919, protesting against 
denouncement American property by third parties. ........... 
Polk to embassy, Mexico City, April 16, 1919, further protests 
against confiseatory decree. 2.2... eee cece cece eens 
Polk to embassy, Mexico City, January 31, 1917, further protesting 
against decree requiring Americans renounce rights protection. . 
Polk to embassy, Mexico City, December 24, 1918, protesting 


against enactment of agrarian law...... 22.02. eee eee 
Polk to embassy, Mexico City, July 16, 1919, instruction to protest 
anew against enactment agrarian law...... sia tase ee eas 


Polk to Fletcher, December 13, 1918, acknowledging receipt of 
Mexican foreign office note and reiterating protests on behalf 
Americans.......-. bes Salah cole oe eee cea cries ts yea Pn al ia aE 

Press statements by Lansing, November 12, 1919, re Jenkins case. . 

Prohibition oil companies drilling is part of measure taken for pur- 


pose making constitutional text eflective..... Pree et eee 
Proposed agrarian aw 25 po deca osna EO C ake oven inte terse 
Silliman to Secretary of State, January 21, 1916, advising that 
Mexicans do not intend nationalize petroleum............-.-- 
State Departinent to embassy, Mexico City, April 4, 1918, further 
protesting against article 27, constitution. 0.0.0.0... 2. eee eee 


State Department to embassy, June 18, 1919, further protesting 
against drilling decree... 000... cee cece cece cee eeeeeeee 
State Department reply to Mexican Government, letter of No- 
vember 26, 1919, re Jenkins Case... oe ce cece cee cece neues 
Statement of William O. Jenkins made to State Department con- 


cerning his kiduaping 2.20.00... 000... c cece cece ce cece eee eeees 
Summerlin to Mexican foreign affairs department, July 22, 1919, 
relative to murder of Peter Catron and advising if such murders 
continued, radical change in policy would he adopted......--- 
Summerlin to Secretary of State, July 9, 1917, re refusal to allow 
oil companies to drill. 2.0... ce cee ee cee eee eee eeeereee 
Summerlin to Secretary of State, June 2, 1919, quoting Mexican 
Government that `‘ protests from a foreign nation can not suspend 
effects of laws of another nation” .............ccecceeceeeeee® 
Summerlin to Secretary of State, August 6, 1919, transmitting copy 
Mexican Petroleum Division Circular No. 9........-..--+-++¢2" 
Summerlin to State Department, January 27, 1918, re article 27; 
Mexican Constitution... 00000000000... ee ec cece ce eee eeeeete 
Text of note from Mexican Government to State Department, 
November 26, 1919, regarding Jenkins case.......22..0622005 7 
Vice consul, Nogales, to Secretary of State, March 13, 1919, advis- 
ing that agrarian law not be enacted..............2000 eee eee 
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Stephenson, Hu S .c.625 sgdeue ese Mento tates ne sec oy be oul ee 17 2633 
Paid ransom October 15, 1912, $5,000, for Arthur McCormick to Capt. 
Pedro Galvan and Lindo Miranda, rebel reds, against Madero; paid 


10 C hihuihua secen eee ee ore eee Coe oe eae ee E aaa 17 2633 
Letter from Salazar to manager of Nogales Co., all ranches and farms 
defended by Madero to be destroyed November 18, 1912.......... 17 2634 
stevens, PUAT a ied bhcusalan tae aia tad aes woke oe AREARE EEE 17 2602 
Detailed account of murder of her father..................-......00.05 7 2602 
Stevena: ENMIA es orro rats We rg Le ieee ee Wey eae cate ie a erage tl 17 2607 
Corroborates sister, Ella, as to murder of her father. ......0...02..2.. 17 2607 
Stevens. Maor aie cis Se earch ae aes wakes aia eee ee ee eee es Bet 17 2607 
Gives account of murder of father; corroborates his sisters, Ella and 
EMM oee ee eh oe A Be Ws E onl A 17 2607 
Straube, WilliaM. vase eG tha occa bees eee deed Re Bae asa tia Be, eres Sos 15 2165 


Bought Pacheco estate, Motogrongo, Veracruz, 165,000 acres; paid 
$300,000 gold for it; another ranch in Veracruz and one in Oaxaca; 
in Mexico 1902 to 1911; no special concessions; conditions good 


under Diaz; conditions bad since revolution.................2.... 15 2168 
General conditions favors action as in Cuba; Mexicans can not control 

the situation........... pera ter ashe caus eg EE ee Dean inl NM caplet Bata: 15 2169 

Sturgis, Cora Lee... ccc ccc cc ce cu cecucccecaececcutsteeetecveveceeccece. 7 919 


Went to Mexico with husband, father, and mether in 1906; owned in fee 
3,000 acres of land, State of Chiapas; owned 300 head of cattle: half of 
land under cultivation: protection and prosperity under Diaz, reign 
most excellent; very good under Madero; first trouble began under 
administration of Carranza ........0. 2.000 cee ee ee ee eee eee cee 7 920 
June, 1918, place raided by Zapatistas; everything stolen, even to 
personal belongings;' Mrs. Sturgis, her husband, and mother held 
prisonere for over eight months, during which time they were given 
+ such food as would be fed to a dog; Mrs. Sturgis was compelled to 
cut wood and do other manual labor around the rebel camp; her 
husband became an invalid from treatment received; was forced to 
carry message to Zapata and other rebel leaders and when returned 
found that her mother had died of starwation...............0..0..00. 7 929 
‘ported matter to Chargé Summerlin, Mexico City, also State De- 
partment Washington; these reports were made in person by Mrs. 


LAN a ta T EE N EEE E EEE S EE E EE E TSS 7 928 
Evervthing total loss and now compelled to live off charity of friends 
and relatives in the United States........2......-..0- 2.0.2 .02-002. 7 935 
TOVIOR Creed |g eee, gcuh cious cies seas seats Se eye Ri ee 10 1521 
Customs inspector in charge Big Bend district of Texas. ............ 10 1521 


Raid on Petit ranch, Mav, 1918, by Mexicans from Mexico: cattle 
stolen; later Carranza authorities offered to return cattle for $10 per 


1a: Co i dn ca EE EE E das a EE eae TE EE E Dearne be adel 10 1523 
Raid on Granger brothers ranch, July, 1919........0-.......0...00.. 10 1524 
Raid on Cleveland ranch, September, 1918; Carranza officers later 

seen riding horses stolen at this raid.......... 2.22.0... eee eee eee 10 1525 
Raid on Russell ranch April, 1Q18...............00.... 202 cece eee ee 10 1526 


At no time were American authorities able to get any assistance in 
running down raiders, who were being given moral support by Car- 


FRUCIBING = 14.055 cee pence oe ty eee Greased sete Meee es eGide aid ead 10 1526 
Taylor, Dr. James M........20.200020 eee cece eee E E ee aceon face 9 1404 
Secretary board of foreign relations, Methodist Church, 1920........... 9 1404 
Went to Mexico on special mission for church to investigate conditions; 
Visited many cities in southern part OF MOEXNICO.c66254 oo haede eek eee 9 1405 


That Americans who had established colonies in Mexico had been a 

blessing to the country from a religious and educational standpoint; 

that he went to Mexico with the impression that they were ex- 

ploiters, but came away with a different opinion, the result of his 

MV Ost AON oS.5 E ete dae tee ea fel eet ee tani E 9 1405 
Noticed the extreme danger to travel on trains even in the vicinity of 

capital, this is 1920; also extreme poverty prevailing in city of 


INV ONC Ou ch cia dahl eel nicer eae Sema eile bate esa’, 0, Secu ing eee ass 9 1411 

Was arrested and fined $500 for taking kodak pictures, although had a 
__ permit from the Government. ......-.... ec cc cee eee eee 9 1413 
Teitlebaum, William.......-..2-.000 0c cece cee ccc eec cee ceecceeceneceues 19 2761 


ot an American citizen; broker; no place of business...............- 19 2761 
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Teitlebaum, William—Continued. Part. 


Business. amusement. San Antonio, 1910-11; air lift; organized the 
American Anti-Intervention Association; he and Dr. Brumby, of 


Austin. Tex., whole organization... ......-.--00- TAKAR e ence eeee 19 
Carde-seiit out: had Noa. cor occ ees vidoe totem ese Ri ewes 19 
Knew Madero..........- ascents cue aaa emcee TTET een eT 19 
Memory fails him; clipping newspapers........--..--+2+-++ee eee 19 
Set himself to have United States offer him citizenship; imparted secret 

ART Sec Satenn cote dues EE E OE E vlad E seas eae 19 
Knew nothing of Mexico only what Madero told him; went to Mexico 

1914 with Jesus Aguilar, nephew of Madero, to Culiacan............ 19 


Had to have interpreter; Carranza revolution to get back to constitu- 
tion of 1857; quotes letter January 31, 1914, to Bryan protesting 


against extradition of Gen. Salazar, etc.............-.. EEEIEE 19 
Quotes clipping from Globe. charge Uranta........... PEENEST 19 
Dudley Field Malone, Mr. Wright. Mr. Conova..............-....- ye A 
A cere Sok i BEN Ss a E E E E AIA al tthe clea de te eGes hae 19 
Hotel Knickerbocker; Gen. and Mrs. Angeles at Aguascalientes con- 

VOM at cetera nie eee Grrontouremiee mek E AA eden 19 
Only one song 10:Si1NS seo cnos eek wcuenee ei os bee ennnen nreno sterte 19 
PHOtO-ANGClCS 1.205 Sees oa anit< cheno Gbbu Ste aa a Gee peatansus 19 
Eulalio Guticrréž- ooo. 9 ciara clea line Gea cree ices ia ae sede Ean a Ea 19 
Llorente, J. F. Del Valle 0t@si sien oo es bwin weed oes oa 19 
Chairman tries to enlighten him on Mexico.............-..-ceeeeee3= 19 
Bag stolen, Mexican shot. o...on annaa 0000 cee eee eee eee eeeeeeeees 19 
Internationa] commission to settle conditions. ................0- ee eee 19 
Quotes resolutions Duval West; Americans killed with bullets in Mex- 

ico; Americans raided from Mexico to United States..............+- 19 
Coed GU iis fic ket OAE Ses ei en pete a acc A EEE 19 
Committee declines to hear further....... Ree ee eee ere me 19 
Insults chairman, called down, fails to substantiate. .... eee eee ee 19 
Quotes resolution congratulating Ambassador Wilson, Mexico Society 

of New York..........2.0....2. PEPE A EE E E Inte face E ET 19 
Ambasador Wilson’s speech recognition of Huerta; Salazar robberies: 

letter to President of United States July 17, 1917, by Senator Fall: 

Interests In Mexiep...........0.222000- schism ene ia nese 19 


NEW SWADOr Cleo: Lakes nee e eeri aaalee Ea Ea EA 19 
Chairman makes statement and quotes resolution after Columbus raid. 19 
Pershing in Mexico, 14,000 Stone ce og so aes eines bn 5 waist eS eae | 
Calles against Carranza, Guillermo Hall ` 19 


MOr Orso paasa raans antes ett a Ea a ae a aa a E 19 
Amount received bv witness from Mexicans............c2eeeeeeeeeee 19 
Quotations Alfredo Robles Dominvnez............. cece cececceeceeees ly 
Telegram from Oliver to Fall asking authority to refute false state- 

ments published in Mexico press and answer............200ee eee 19 
Witness offers solution... 0.0.00. c cc ce ccc cece ccc ccc cccccccuvaueeees 19 
Angeles sacrificed to great CAUS@..... 0c cee cece ce ccc cee ccccccuceerees 19 

PE TQM SOT cco WAU INUIT 2 Beste seni edhe pcr lig a wou Pears a send og nected ta haga oath 14 

-—— Testified wrote book entitled “Crime against Mexico”......0--05-+++ l4 

Sold 5.000 copies to Mexican consulate and Mexican embassy...----- l4 

Got his intervention ileas from reading De Bekker......... E l4 
Native of Australia; not naturalized; been in United States 10 years; 

never been in Mexico: can not speak Spanish........-.-.-22-05 00° l4 


-. . 
e a svesna iad 


Admits know nothing of Mexican Constitution of I857.......0.000-- l4 
Approves Carranza constitution of 1917 and states United States 

PIP OOMEL VI E E E ye doin Walle ase t, cat a ot, Bs oo ta oa A 14 

Did not believe in World War and obtained exemption from draft.... 14 

Thompsons WAM ACC ora cae ole oes acess ln ek S 13 


- 


for Bryan’s attitude after becoming Secretarv of State........0024> 13 
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Thompson, Wallace—Continued. , f Part. Page. 
Testified re anti-American parade held in Monterrey in fall of 1918, 
backed by German influence. ..............020-- sees see eee eee 1918 
Re I. W. W. agitation in Monterrey in 1915 headed by de Lara backed 
by German influence... .......---- 22 eee ee nee eee te eee cc ene 13 1920 
Re currency condition in Monterrey in 1918 and after............... 13 192] 
Re Mexican consular officers yrafting.........2. 022-22. e eee eee eee 13 1924 
Tea tel) snras Sobae TANS E EEE Rela ETE e ten 10 1538 
Owned a large ranch located in Big Bend section of Texas; ranch 
raided several times beginning in 1917... ...........-.......-.02. 10 1538 
Followed raiders into Mexico on one occasion; ranch foreman was 
killed and Tigner had horses shot from under him................. 10 1539 
Compelled to sell ranch at sacrifice as too dangerous to live on it..... 10 1538 
Tolen, Hoi EPEE ETES EE E wasted open ER Beat ae Bey Lie ase ded: 14 2051 
Immigrant inspector stationed at Yuma, Ariz., testified relative to kid- 
naping of Rodolfo Ibarra from Yuma, Ariz., by Capt. Calles, of Car- 
ranza army: Ibarra was taken to Mexico and executed. ........... 14 2054 
Calles arrested at Yuma, Ariz., and placed under $5,000 bond, which 
he forfeited: still is in command of Carranza troops on Mexicanside.. 14 2066 
Testified to kidnaping and execution of Luguen and Herrera by Capt. 
CC ei ache a pesca E aan de ea E A eA AA ETE E alee 14 2065 
Re assistance rendered Calles in these kidnaping by Col. B. F. Fly, 
of Chamber of Commerce of Yuma, AYfiz.................0--2eeceee 14 2068 
Re crossing at will of armed Carranza soldiers; no American soldiers 
stationed in vicinity of Y UME si. 2k eecer or os Olek Senge lat acs 14 2069 
Tupper, Henry ensena aaee EE a E EETA 2 497 
astor First Baptist Church, Washington, D. C.: fist went to Mexico 
30 years ago; Diaz most remarkable man ever Met. ............... 2 498 
Went back to Mexico 1912 as representative International Peace 
Forum: met Pascual Orozco in Juarez; obtained 3.000 word state- 
MEN Of PANC Pale. sos boda dey ods ners Soin EERS A R ae ES Seacrest 2 498 
Went to Mexico in 1913 and obtained similar statement from Carranza; 
states purpose was to get factions together............-.........6-. 2 499 
Stated refused to accept pay for services in efforts to bring about peace.. 2 499 
Admitted accepting valuable presents of jewelry for himself and 
daughter from Carranza at Saltillo, Mexico............0...2.00008- 2 6500 
Accepted check for $3,400 from Carranza in Veracruz, Mexico... .... 2 502 
Denied acquaintance with David Starr Jordan. ..........22..2....0. 2 602 
Introduced printed interview published in the Watchman, of New 
York, in 1915, wherein his entire activity is alleged to be told by 
himself, particularly his part in obtaining recognition for Carranza.. 2 512 
Admits is now disappointed in results after his cfforts to have Carranza 
POCCOPNIIOUH bog hod tele a 8a. a eres FS ee iw eS Ge aes erat Lee ao 2 520 
Admitted never heard of article 130 of constitution of 1917 relative to 
nite eds Saco pate oes seme arene een a a E EAE a sta 2 520 
Chairman read into record report of O'Connor and J. ©. Weller, of 
American Red Cross, describing conditions and how Red Cross was 
Fun-out-ol- Mexico DV CAaraliZa: .5.0.0% yasow EE E EAA 2 522 
hairman read into record telegrams exchanged by committee and El 
Universal relative to attitude of committee.......00.00..........0. 2 527 
Witness introduced into record number of letters from Senator Shep- 
pard, W. J. Bryan, President Wilson, and others.................. 2 55l 
Taylor NOG ooo ao tees ee lew ae BOR E a N 8 1315 
Relates Norias raid, was in the fight; went back across into Carranza 
‘territory; understood that Gen. Nafarrate, of the Carranza army, was 
responsi bled orcas 4s se rests oth ane PONSE EAEE EERE 8 1315 
PUTNET GEO res onher e e EE Se arin ere tide bub agian ae a 10 1561 
Ex-United States soldier, Tenth Cavalry.......0.000 0.000.000... 0000- 10 1562 
Names officers of his troop; at Carrizal, relates speech of Capt. Boyd.. 10 1563 
Gives account of fight at Carrizal; wounded; took clothes off prisoners; 
$:dave in jail 17 wounded sereis es eecenas tae cite eedde tees enis 10 1564 
Treatment of prisoners in jail; beat and kicked; ate beans off ground; 
Felessed)! oeni etern ake eae eee eee ase onan sen boca EE 10 1567 
Valls J As cners tu anton sae GEA VOS ETE E EEN san, 8 1199 
District attorney, forty-ninth judicial district of Texas, Laredo, Tex.; 
N as expert on Mexican matters; relations with President 
iaz; letter trom Diaz oressri ora eke eds ui ELE EE Ea 10 1200 
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s 
Valls, J. A.—Continued. Part. Page 
Letter from Diaz; first heard of plan of San Diego, 1915; discovered 
branch of that organization in Laredo, Tex.: received letterof warning. 10 1% 
Quotes anonymous letter; shows Federico Gutierrez Zapata, Carranza 
officer, Nuevo Laredo, Mexico, promised Lieut. Rucker to intercept 
them; later lead plan of San Diego bunch into San Ignacio, Zapata 
County, Tex.; American soldiers killed in that battle; Carranza 
officials, Col. Cruz Ruiz and Col. Frias led the attack on American 
garrison at San Ignacio, Tex..........2- 22... e eee cece c eee eee eeee 10 1 
Four Carranza soldiers given the death penalty at Laredo for San Igna- 
cio raid; shows Zeferino Zambrano, treasurer general of Mexico, 
recruited men in plan of San Diego in Monterrey; Zambrano and a 
Carranza general brought these men to Monterrey, there others were 
recruited; full account; court reversed case; prisoners delivered to 
Col. Ferguson, United States Army, returned to Mexico; acclaimed 
heroes in Mexico; see Arce v. State of Texas.............0.-c000ce- 10 128 


telegraph, anti-American; Webb Station raid.............-.c..00:- 8 1% 
soldiers; plan of San Diego read into record..............2...22000+ 8 1% 


pating in above raids were led by Carranza soldiers, Isabel de los 
Santos, Zeferino Zambrano, and others; Zambrano afterwards gov- 


in Texas penitentiary; Villarreal in Carranza uniform............. 8 12+ 


dondo, who made complaint to our Government; nothing done..... 8 144 


raising money for the plan of San Diego................0000- eee 8 W 


COMMCCEEC IN EA eT T E es oS: Se E occ sen edoennunhen § pr 


mentioned in trial of raiders; Candido Aguilar’s name also connected. 8 1213 


Manuel Amaya, introducer of ambassadors for Carranza government, 
Amaya was also mentioned prominently in plan of San Diego; quotes 
Lansing note saying that Carranza did not try to intercept raiders 
and arraignment; note in full 8 1214 


§ lew 


alee ee ee 


ese ees tema veer eee er oe 


rera, murderer of American, in Zapata County, also official under 
Carranza; relates robbery ol Ignacio Benavides ranch near Laredo, 
and in few days Carranza ofticials at Guerrero were riding horses; 
refused extradition for thieves by Carranza; chairman calls attention 
to witness to Zimmerman note, who remembers it, comparing it to 
the plan of San Diego; reads into the record letter to Manuel Aguirre 
F A y *, ` ` ` ` os = i 
date of June 14, 1919.... .. .. : 


ee 
pin ee ee ee ee a eeeseesese 
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Valls, J. A.—Continued. Part. Page. 
Testifies as to German propaganda during the war along the border... 3 1225 
a AE E A E E E N EE S E T E EE E E Gena 8 1296 
Reference to raids on lower Rio Grande 1915-16...................05- 8 1296 


Conierred with Carranza oflicials reference to raids; Nafarrate prom- 
ised to assist officers against raiders, but did not; two raiders killed 
in Carranza uniform; raiders told him military were with them; 


refers to confession of Chino Flores. .........-..0...002 22 eee eee eee 8 1297 
Relates confession of Pedro Paz reference to bandits; hand bomba 
found at train wreck; rail loosened, pulled with wire...............- 8 1298 
All extradition refused 10 or l1 but last two, Gov. Osuna, of Tamauli- 
pas, granted for Pedro Paz and Antonio Rocha, two raiders. ....... 8 1299 
Relates killing of Antonio Rocha on Mexican side by Mexican officers 
as he was being delivered to witness.................0...000. ttre Taare 8 1300 
Relates killing of Toribio Rodriguez on Texas side by above two men, 
Paz apd ROC) ass sesso ne eee aw eae Ges Coenen he 8 1301 
Vester Capt O icscct es cda cutie eb ale me meta na hd ee Gee aus ts bce 10 1478 


1902 went to Colonia Chuichupa, Chihuahua; 200 people there; ranched 

there 13 years; revolutionists began to rob; gave up arms and ammu- 

ET o T SE S teas eats paw geal a deere ees hcp abe E ETE R 10 1479 
Colonists left, except 42; rioting; colonists successful in business, saw- 

mills, also improved machinery for farming, and dairying; names 

six colonies in Chihuahua: Colonia Juarez, 300; Colonia Pacheco, 

about 150; Colonia Diaz, 300 families: Dublan, 300; Colonia Garcia; 

Colonia Chuichupa; all in flourishing condition under Diaz. 2.22... 10 1489 
Bank at Colonia Diaz robbed; homes destroved: used schoolhouse for 

stable; irrigition dams blown up; estimates in his colony loss 

$500,000 alone; refugees broke, bad conditions; Government United 

States had to feed them...........0....2. 00-2 cee cee cece ne eeeceae 10 1482 
Much property turned over to Rojas through force; gave horses and 

mules away to Mexicans; made efforts through Gen. Calles but to 

no avail to recover stock; stock taken to Sonora. ..........020.20.... 8 1484 
Gives account of murder of Johnnie Brooks; account of murder of Ben 

Griffith, soldier knocked out gold tooth with sword, put tooth in 


pocket; had row over it and threw it back in grave.....2.....0..... 8 1486 
Brought some cattle out, paid $20 gold dutics to Mexican official at 

UAE AEAN SE PEATE A Re ute Aste eS wel aut eee eS etn t Curt sce So. 8 1488 
Gives account of assassination of Stevens, George Redd, Mr. Cain, 

John Cramer, John Henry, Hays.........---.--+-- 2-2-2 eee eee ee 8 1488 


Appealed for protection to Huerta, Madero, and Carranza, but to no 

avail; home destroved and burned, ete.; Abelino Rascon killed in 

Cumbre Tunnel andik s eere bten (ete eetens wecioatee gee aes 8 1490 
Made efforts to recapture cattle stolen through Col. del Arce and Maj. 

Tagle, of Juarez; vives account of trip; everything in colonies de- 


stroved; homes burned, ete.......-..++------ Distt t ete e ee eee eee 8 1492 
Gives account of killing of his Jersey cows, milch cows, instead of 

beeves, no remuneration. ....-.. 20-202 be eee eee eee eee cece ee 8 1492 

Warlaworth. Re M o eerie eoar ERNE EE a N E E Senda ees aes 10 1532 


Gives account of killing of Sitters and Hulen and Jack Howard, and 
wounding of llarvis in Big Bend by the Chico Cano outfit; Chico 
Cano holds commissions under Villa and Carranza, either one in 
charve of the Ojinaga districte NO A t aids tae eee e a eae ees ee 10 1532 
Walker, N OFA od os ue an eE ee eaters oe ee BETES CeO Lage OE 12 1821 
Gives account of battle of Juarez on May 8, 9, and 10, 1911; 18 Ameri- 
cans killed and wounded in that fight in El Faso; for the last nine 
years El aso people have been in nearly constant dread, and 
necessary for soldiers to be there to render protection; Americans 


aes killed and wounded in Agua l'rieta and Naco, Ariz.......0...0.0... 12 1821 
MNT a yc 0 tse sfc tate lose lactis aN ee tito ou a 8 1342 
Was wounded in train wreck near Brownsville, 1915, time Dr. McCain 
was killed and others; details story... .....-.....0..0.2.....0006. 8 1342 
ATA i ati tah can Ree tt ig acer each Sad agains mee Laie 8 1162 
“Colonia” (American colony near Tampico), 15 families, relates hang- 
ing of one German-American and another German citizen, both 
robbed but American German hung up..........00... 002 eee eee eee 8 1162 
elates fight with Mexicans in which he killed several, defending his 
home and family (Carranza soldiers led by an officer).............. 8 1163 
Robbed Negro man and ravished his wife... .........0.0.220.0020 0s 8 1165 
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Ward, J. G.—Continued. Part. Pag. 


Came to United States after family had been robbed, and his trouble 
with Carranza SOld1ers8. <5 cu cee ceca doa bee bebs JaGWsedadevaseads 
Warner Pe Werema nire Macks oo stn bina e id Wie en ene aoe eae 
General agent, Atascador Colony, 135,000 acres, near Tampico: de- 
scribes colonists, farmers, had church and school, 305 families; good 
conditions under Diaz: colonists were men of small means, not capi- 
talists; raids by revolutionists. 2.0.0.0... 000. e ees 
Murder of Weeder by Gen. Larraga, Carrancista; mentions killing of 
Mr. Byrd: Mr. Byrd's father later died from being hit over the head 
with guns by Carrancistas................. ree eT E ery ear 
Ravishment of the Misses Gourd, of Jowa...............- EE EA 
Only German remaining on Atascador Colony 1920; list of colonists on 
NT REIN A E E E T E E T aera E E N 
Quotes President on intervention; criticizes action United States tak- 
ing people out of Mexico; Praises Huerta: afraid to return account 
EEE E E E aise ark ET E T 
Watriss, Frederiek N....aaaaaanannananannannannr pene eae eee eaate 
Attorney, New York: interested in Sonora and attorney for Association 
for the Protection of American Rights in Menxico.............26065- 
Explains oil producers’ position, refers to publications, and quotes let- 
ter from Mr. Polk under date of December 31. 1918 


re ee osoesa naonao o 


Richardson Construction Co., of Sonora, Yaqui Vallev: bought direct from. 


owners; 750.000 acres: 500.000 acres trrigable; large irrigation plant.... 
Reads extract from communication to Department of State explaining 
extent of irrigation investment; 300 settlers on land when trouble 
broke out; explains title to lands and water; quotes extract from con- 
cession, agrecing to invest 1,000,000 pesos. ...........0.. 0000 c eee 
Having trouble with the Government about taxation and sold some of 
the land, embargoed some, and advertised for sale: national Govern- 
ment decided they could not interfere with the State Government, 
and so notified the United States Government: quotes extract com- 
munication from bureau of waters, December 21, 1918, canceling 
concession under article 27; complete answer to six causes of for- 
T Gs OUT OR arco car oh Seles eae ane ke Sts E Dade CU E 
Continues to read from document giving his company permission to sus- 
pend bond for concession, and quoted part of document sent to 
State Department, asking United States department to intervene 
to prevent Mexican Government from disregarding request.......-- 
Quotes statement and attitude of Mr. Polk in conversation or confer- 
ence With oil men on intervention: Polk said when they failed, then 
it was up to Congress: refers to documents passing between the 
Petroleum Association and department. to show efforts of Mexican 
Government to get possession of oil rights on his land (Watriss 
APPEN Ve) less Bib ant ie hares pant ene oath ehe Soman ae 
Water concession of “Compania Constructora Richardson,” 8. A., of 
Sonora, Mexico, published in Diario Oficial December 28, 1911, 
ratifying contract amended (contract above referred to...a.. 
Water regulations of “Compania Constructora Richardson. S. A., 
Sonora, Mexico, Bnglish translation. ...00....0.0.0.. 00.2 eee eee eee 
Tariff pertinent to water concession of * Compania Constructora Rich- 
ardson,’’ N. A.. Sonora: tariff, English translation. ...........----- 
Concession relative to State taxes on lands of Compania Constructora 
Richardson,” S. A., Sonora: Spanish and Enelish...........--+--: 
Defense submitted to the Federal Government. of Mexico, by the 
Richardson Construction Co, (Inc.) against the proposed nullifica- 
tion of its concession granted August 18, 1911, for the use of the water 


of the Yaqui River, consisting of a copy of the original Spanish and 


English (rans lames os utes ceed eaten Gea eam rae eee es 
Protest of Yaqui Delta Land & Water Co. tiled with the Secretary of 
State of the United States on the —-- day of Mav, 1917, against cef- 
tain acts threatened under the new constitution of Mexico promul- 
gated May 1, 1917, to stay proceedings referred to.......-.2e62°e28 
Letters to Secretary of State, Washington, D. C., Los Angeles, Calif, 
November 13, 1916, signed * Richardson:” letter to United States 
Secretary of State, date New York, February 17, 1919, signed ‘‘Fred- 
erick N. Watriss,’’ on behalf of Delta Land & Water Co., asking their 
good offices in their favor with Mexico to stay action 


8 Ilis 
§ 14 


to 


430 


432 


434 


477 


489 


491 
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Webb GtoVel aniseed vena wule ive seemed a eeade eee sent tear Bored nds 
Inspector of customs, Big Bend district, Texas: Carrancistas in charge 
of country opposite Big Bend do not preserve order: United States 
side not safe without. armed forces; relates loss of stock from Hancock 
ranch: thieves not followed across river...............2-..2-2-00- 
Capt. Loreto Aguilar, Carranza officer, and men appeared on Texas side, 
raiding. stole horses, arrested: saw stolen horses, Ojinaga, ridden by 
Carranza officer: horse belonged to Inspector Allen, otlicer wanted 
300- pesos for him, would not give him up: demand from officials, 
Ojinaga, for horse, refused: filed claim: followed Brite raiders into 
Mexico as guide for Col. Langhorne; relates flight of raiders, fight with 


Chico Cano in Ojinaga, as captain of Carranza force, being paid off by 
Mexican Government officials... 0.2.0.0... .00 2.222 e ee eee ee eee eee 


Stock stolen from him taken to Mexico, captured by Gen. Ramos, 
('arrancista general, refused to return them unless reward was paid, 
refused, stock shipped out: Texas farmer, stock stolen many times, 
taken tO MEX Orr nc cleat tee aes ower es ewe EA 

Wetherell, Miss Lucille..... Seat a uch Mohanta aa Na te A RENE Nae ed tg 

Part owner of Vista Hermosa in Oaxaca, Mexico..........2......... 

Conditions good under Diaz, bad after revolution: relates conditions. . 

LOst allsshe hader aranna oe oe in SR ie ee eg BG 

Ordered out of Mexico by United States through Consul Canada... ... 

General conditions discussed, Madero and his rézime.............0.. 

Talks of contract labor, ete; thrilling account of escape to Veracruz, 


Heard Lincoln Stetfens lecture on Mexico, propaganda against Diaz, 
remonstrates with Him..... 2.2... cece ee ee eee cece ee enne 
Whatley: Migs A ane Jon oe tion cugatanen pew eta une tale uae ca ub eed Gln 
Educational work, Texas; in Mexico off and on, 1900 to 1911; robbed 
by Maderistas at Parral; loss $60,000; girls ordered shot; held knife 
to her throat; said they would cut off her fingers and toes; cut her 
toot With: Kile; asaan oes EEA ote ee Ries Sere saa eee 
celor, Capt: Harr Vores orn oen a ES EREE EOE E alee wom eddies 
Relates attack of Mexicans on Agua Prieta by Gen. Blanco; no Amer- 
icans wounded, 1873, and in later attack; American lives unsafe: 
remember orders United States troops not to fire across the line; 
Villa attack on Agua Prieta; as sheriff of Cochise County, met 
advance guard and told them 7.000 Carranza troops had been 
allowed to come through United States; I told them this in order 
to avoid any more fighting on line as many Americans had been 
killed and wounded in previous battles; fight lasts two days; Jones, 
an American soldier, killed; Villa so placed troops from east as 
tonot iire into United: MatCS enee EEE une anes EE 
Present battle at Naco, American lives endangered, 1913, five or six 
weeks; next battle of Naco lasted 80 or 90 days; a few casualties 
that time; continuous firing into United States American lives 
endangered; 71 casualties in this battle on United State: side 
of the line: relates machine gun dropping bullets into Main Street, 
wounding girl in face from broken glass; made appeal to Mexicans, 
United States officers, and Gov. Hunt to stop it; got no relief, 
then went into their trenches and finatly succeeded in getting gun 
turned another way; saw girl shot in neck in the streets; 52 shot 
BNC ie il ick doco EE E eat a tale E te earl A kon ay 
Relates trouble at Bisbee, Ariz., 1917, resulting in deportations, many 
Mexicans in I. W. W. ranks, ete.; heard of the plan of San Diego 
several times; Mexico to take this country back...............-.. 
Relates causes leading to deportation at Bisbee: to curtail output of 
copper by Germans and Mexicans; organizes to take Arizona for 
EON CaaS NI at ak vel ARIS a nc a tet ase onl ANS a Ge EE 
States that our policy was weak, no firmness shown; should have 
prevented killing of Americans; relates occurrences at Naco battle; 
No ektra dion fae hs ne ee eS She ee we Os Bin a a E e ee ant as 
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12 


12 
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Williams; Ira Jewell- -csee nce sel wee eena cena ewes tees E 
Member Philadelphia bar, president of Panuco Boston Oil Co.; com- 
any refused to recognize article 27; quotes telegram Sept. 6, 1911, 
from attorney, Mexico City; Mexico oil department sore over 
representations from United States State Department; pay roll, 
$10,000, stolen; offers book showing all Carranza decrees filed with 
committee, but not shown in record; meeting called in New York for 
protecting American rights; declined to recognize article 27; Aug. 6, 
1918; State Department made solemn protest to Mexico Aug. 12, 1918, 
modifying decree by Carranza, but laws not passed; Britain, France, 
Netherlands protested against confiscation; oil men during war 
would not accept any decree that would keep United States from 
petne Olore eneen pa ee EA t ose cee oes Os een eae 
Properties of the Atlantica Compania Mexicana Productora y Re- 
finadora de Petroleo, purchased from Mexican owners, have been 
denounced under article 27 and decrees of Carranza; filed Amparos; 
applications to drill on own property denied; shocked because news 
suppressed by our own Government from Mexico; Associated and 
other press refrained from publishing news on request of our Govern- 
ment; refused to publish comments on article 27.................- 
Panuco Boston Co. stopped by military and fined $500; chronological 
statement in detail follows actions of his company and the oil men, 
continued on page 594; pamphlets issued by Mr. Frederick R. Kellog, 
true, filed with committee, but not in record, marked ‘‘ Williams 
POG IN Gio eterna Mace ocala he beers oe ee 
Judge Beaty’s comments, filed with the committee, but not in record, 
marked ‘“‘Exhibit, Williams, No. 3”; Williams Exhibits Nos. 4 
and 5 filed with the committee pamphlets, but not in record; letter 
to the editor of the New York Times, signed by Frank L. Polk, 
reference to Panuco Boston Co., in record, protesting to Mexico 
against confiscation; extract from letter Kened by Ira Jewell Wil- 
liams to Times, under date of July 3, 1919, reference to assurances 
of Aguilar, son-in-law of Carranza, who denied confiscation.......- 
Williams Exhibit No. 6 filed with committee but not in record: 
same with Exhibit No. 8; oil men only trying to get real facts hefore 
American people...............-...+0-- pre OC een) ee een ee 
Relates murder of Leroy Moye near Tampico; quotes letter from 
British as to:fOWD OLY <6. coie! cscs a ok diy eae aver tas bea eden edawedwes 
Relates robberies of pay rolls by order of Carranza, so reported there.. 
Quotes Mexican Review of Aug. 19, 1919; Weeks on oil matter...... 
Explains Carranza’s desire to get Americans to accept his idea; tele- 
gram from William Phillips, Acting Secretary of State, to witness, 
reference to unsafety of Americans near TampieOvc sicawseqossende 
Quotes extract from Amparo, translated to our point of view; Gov- 
ernment may rob foreigners if they are recipient of the stolen prop- 
erty; extract accused of rebellion by not accepting article 27 and 
decrees, signed by division of petroleum No. 2277, Mexico, June 26, 
1919; letter from Robert E. Speer to Mr. Chester O. Swain, 26 Broad- 
way, reference to whether Association for the Protection of American 
Rights in Mexico was in favor of intervention, etc.; answered by 
Mr. Walker and witness, in record; criticizes Dr. Inman; other 
correspondence by witness on this subject..............--02200000 
Letter from witness to Dr. Halsey on intervention and Inman.......- 
Chairman quotes extract from speech of President Wilson, Helena, 
Mont., about American liars... ao.ao aa Laana ence ccc e ees 
Witness quotes extract from William Burgess that Constitution might 
have been written by Emma Goldman and Berkman.......-.------ 
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Part. Page. 
Wilson; Henry Vanes o.sncsas ici e EN EEIE haar EE ARERR ES 15 2249 
nditions under Diaz ideal; most of the development done by Ameri- 
cans; had it not been for them Mexico would have remained in an 
uncivilized state; downfall of Diaz, 75,000 Americans there, official; 
Americans there away above the average; 2,000 railroad men, 5,000 
farmers, 5,000 miners, 8,000 in other lines, many doctors, dentists, 
engineers, and all professions there in abundance; none of the lower 
type of Americans, as compared to our cities; false that Americans 
secured special favors by bribery and concessions; did not exploit 
the country or people.............-- +--+ 2.2. ese eee ee ee eee es 15 2250 
Explains concessions; estimated that one billion two hundred thous- 
and American capital in Mexico when Diaz left; all others combined 
about same amount; all nations; gives estimates on population of all 
nations in Mexico; population, American, in the city about 10,000; 
explains about railroads in Mexico......-........----2-.eeeee eee ee 15 2252 
Gives his idea as to fall of Diaz, ‘‘old men, inefficiency, and race 
demands,’’ ‘‘Mexico for Mexicans”; 80 per cent ignorant; invita- 
tions of Diaz to Mexico..........-.2. 2. eee cece e ee ee cece eee e tweens 15 2254 
Business in Mexico in hands of foreigners; gives beginning of and 
progress of Madero revolution to downfall of Diaz: Madero of unsound 
mind, visionary; made incendiary speeches, in jail, out in few hours; 
appealed for popular sympathy for Indians; endowed with personal 
honesty and excellent morals; Madero did not overthrow Diaz, he 
was overthrown by wave of anarchy and desertion of friends; Madero 
proceeded against Reyes candidacy just as Carranza is against Obre- 
gon to-day; much anti-Americanism later days of Diaz............- 15 2256 
Diaz government very much pro-American............----.----..05: 15 2256 
Gives evidence of unsound mind of Madero, Ambassador Calero as 
instructed to misrepresent conditions in Mexico; many atrocities 
committed while Madero was in power; conditions went from bad 
to worse; Madero was more despotic than Diaz toward end of 
régime; general anarchy all over Mexico; not a dollar for public 
instruction, not an acre of land divided; no freedom of press, some 
suppressed; organization of “La Porra,” by Gustavo Madero. 
Formed to discontinue anti-Maderism.............22-..----0--5--- 15 2258 
La Porra composed of hired assassins and cut-throats hired especially 
for their purpose; gives outline of revolution with Madero and 
Huerta in company with English, French, Spanish representatives; 
Blanquet by his actions upon arrival overthrew Madero; Huerta 
took advantage of the situation. (Col. Burnside reported that the 
revolution could not be suppressed, therefore called the ambassa- 
dors together again; report to witness from Burnside in full, date 
Mexico City JUNO); 10S outa te eee wed Se Seawater ese 15 2262 
Diplomatic corps advised Madero unofficially best to turn the govern- 
ment over to congress; selected Spanish minister to deliver request 
or advice; upon his arrival met the senate who had been refused 
admittance, their advice was to have been the same; Spanish Min- 
ister, Mr. Cologan, secured an audience. Madero was insulting; 
Madero sent telegram to United States accusing witness of con- 
trolling diplomatic corps, and wanted to land troops at Veracruz; 
later withdrew it and apologized, next day supreme court went to 
Madero with same request: badly received; Col. Riverol and Col. 
Izquierdo went to Madero with four privates, same request; took 
pistol from his pocket, shot both colonels and two or three privates; 
escaped to corridor and captured by Gen. Blanquet; placed in 
prison; gives conditions of people at that time, children starving, ; 
, etc., felt great responsibility; sent for Diaz, Huerta, and Blanquet.. 15 2263 
Three actual breaks, forced by persuasion and threat, finally agreed 
and made contract depositing it with witness: 50,000 Mexicans cele- 
brated that night and gave thanks to the United States for bringing 
peace to Mexico; all ministers of strong nations thanked witness, and 
Bent letters, in record. . 2... 2. ee eee ccc ccc cece wc cece ec eeaees 8 2264 
Copy of resolution, mass meeting American colony, February 28, 1913; 
telegram to President United States, signed by American colony; 
case submitted by American colony reference to sending committee 
LO Washinton os <-6 sc anncas rates ven Matas seu shee a seal eka 8 2266 
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Wilson, Henry Lane—Continued. Part. Page. 
Argument to Bryan by committee, the retention of witness as ambas- 
sador, April 2, 19130. ..s<cchckenc ss eseecawes seein at eraai 8 2258 


Resolutions of thanks inserted in the record, from British subjects, 
Protestants, Catholics, Y. M. C. A.; not a dissenting voice; explains 
rocedure under Mexican constitution as to seating president; urged 
uerta to protect the lives of Madero and Suarez, relates the murder 
of Madero, in transfer from one prison to another; shot by officer in 
CHATS 2c cted choles oe ee wie Sess ue are gee eee wees 8 221 
. Letter from Von Heintz, January 8, 1916, from China to witness, com- 
mendatory of his action in Mexico City: relates relations between 
Madero and Villa, latter in revolt against Madero at time of his 
death, but changed to protest against Huerta. .............-.---5- 8 2274 
Justities action with Madero, who had not kept faith with United 
States: resolution brotherhood men, resolutions sent to President 
United States; another resolution by same parties asking that he be 
retained: remonstrated with Madero about throwing Americans 


wrongfully in jail; one case of friction. ........... 00.00 cece eee eens 8 2276 
Quotes from book by Calero on murder of Madero; enumerates five ques- 
tions that he wanted settled prior to recognition of Huerta........- 8 2278 


Enumerates them, successful in five of the six questions when Huerta 

was in power: goes into the latter part of the Taft administration... 15 228 
First portion of Wilson's administration critical. ...............-066+ 15 2281 
Diplomats met in Mexico City and sent te!egrams to their Governments 

after they had recognized Huerta, and the United States had not, 

asking them to request the United States to either recognize Huerta 


or come down and make peace..........2.....-.-ce ee ee cece eeeeee 15 232 
Sent to Veracruz on July 4, by Wilson, to keep him from having to 

reply to Huerta’s speech on that day in Mexico City. ............-- 15 2283 
Contradicts William Bavard Hale about telegram he sent to Washing- 

ton; Huerta protected Americans. ........2..e-eccceccecececeees 15 2282 


Huerta was very pro-American and the greater part of the Mexican 
poopie were in favor of him: did not receive any backing or assistance 
om Wilson Government; explains; refutes Guy Inman’s story as 
published in his book, page 134, in which he attempts to give facts 
on the Madero-Diaz-Huerta episode in Mexico City, 1913, ‘‘Ciuda- 
dela” calls Inman a liar in diplomatic language. ............--++5 
Sworn statement as to witness's attitude in affair here inserted, signed 
by United States consular agents in Mexico City; untrue story sent 
out by Robert H. Murray: secured judgments, and apologies from 
many, including John Lind: made false report to ladies in Mexico 
City: witness ordered Murray out of embassy: goes fully into the 
mutilated records of all messages from and to the department, and 
discusses how Murray might have secured them: uncoded messages 
sent by Bryan; Bryan several times requested witness to invite 
Mexican Government (Huerta) to join United States in conferences 
and to recognize the new Republic of China, and to join the universal 
peace movement, all this while he was fighting Huerta.........--- 15 2286 
Mentions several private representatives sent to Mexico without his 
knowledge, which action discredited him... ..........00..ee00e08 15 2289 
Protested to the United States, but no relief: reads letter into the 
record under date of July 1, 1913, directed to Wilson reference to 
William Bayard Hale; reccived no answer, did not expect any; 
called to Washington after Hale’s report for consultation; asked to 
make report to President on Mexican situation. President had only 
read reports confidential at time of Madero overthrow; had not read 
any in two years; here he inserts in record his recommendations to 
E E E E P E seo 4 w aaidemud E Meee 15 22% 
Later sent to Foreign Relations Committee.............0.0000--0008' 
d ; later Wilson told Senators Bacon and Flood he 


wewreenereceveseveer®? 


15 2284 


eet eteeseneeeae 
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Wilson, Henry Lane—Continued. Part. Page. 
Relates his connection with Huerta and Carranza at that time; dis- 
cusses John Lind; Tampico incident and United States policy; re- 
lates conditions of Mexico, cost of troops on border, schools and 
churches, desecration of same: Carranza downfall would be an ad- 


mission of Wilson’s Government’s mistaken policy................. 15 2296 
Quotation from Calero book, page 34, reference to Carranza; quotes 

Calero again on page 81, reference to Agrarian problem. .”.......... 15 2298 
Reasons given for witness's resignation as ambassador..............-. 15 2298 
Discusses Bryan.and British diplomacy reference Huerta............. 15 2300 
Discusses Fletcher’s statements before the committee; resignation of 

George A. Chamberlain, John Bassett Moore....................... 15 2302 
Gives estimate on Americans in Mexico time he resigned, why they 

loic MeGXICO CE rie cate alee aw a ere Deen code wa 15 2303 


Relates again conversation with President, who said ‘‘Huerta would 

not carry out his promises”; no notice given by Taft for Ameri- 

cans to get out of Mexico; condition of Mexico later days of 

Taft bad: why Carranza went against Huerta.................... 15 2304 
Discusses Wilson’s policies, including league; gives information on 

Sonora; quotes Calero again, page 77, Wilson’s misccnception on 

Mexico, in record......... Da Bea E E ARE a vg AR te est at eas 15 2306 
Again quotes Calero, pages 68 and 61, reference motives of revolution; 

compares his idea and that of Calero on this subject; Secretary Lan- 

sing’s note, June, 1916; relates difference in Indians in Mexico..... 15 2308 
Quotes Brvan on Diaz Commoner, January 30, 1903; Huerta like Diaz. 15 2310 
Memorandum of ambassador's interview with Huerta, May 7, 1913; 


usual courtesies lacking; slap at Wilson attitude................... 15 2312 
Gives suggestions on Mexico to reestablish that Government on peace- 
«MOL WARIS: T A Salnek a (dale tawenisieeroed roariatceng tae 15 2314 
Winton; Dr- Gore Biv Sures reet aae add oon E ALINEA A bee eces 1 159 
Member of League of Free Nations and Mexico committee; delivers 
document and report on education in Mexico...............2..-4.- 1 159 
(Not in record) also wrote two books on Mexico by request.......... 1 160 
Makes statement as to his knowledge of Mexico as an educator and 
missionary, 1884-1902, 14 years. . 2.22... eee eee ee eee eee eee eee 1 160 
Very friendly to Mexican people; knows many leaders..............- 1 160 
Against interventions sasise cio U cele een Sana cou ene e E a OEA E l 161 


= Discusses Mexicans of this country and Mexico, and different sections; 
good Americans all............-. Pee ee re ee 
Have similar sentiments about Mexico and her people. .............- 


1 

l 
Mexicans think more of an American “boss” than any other.......... 1 163 
Does not know the mountainous country........--...2.......202008- l 164 
Discusses different Indians........... 2.22. cece ee eee eee eee ree eees l 166 
Knows nothing of labor organizations. ........0.-. 22.2. e eee eee ee eee 1 170 
Chairman gives him information on mining laws..................... l 172 

1 


He knows little about it; quotes extracts from law... ........2...... 
Testifies as to the $400 fund coming to League of Free Nations as men- 
tioned by Inman; old organization voted this money to League of 
BYGGON SUIONS:. «6-55. celica wi ee ee a eG eee ON E E oa eer aes 1 176 
Chairman reads quotation from Christian Advocate by witness. ...... 1 178 
Knows very little of Mexico. Stated, *‘ You know we make wholesale 
statements when we are writing or making speeches,” this when 
pinned down on his article by chairman; served on several com- 
DALLES) 23 Va nhs oO ence Lins rier he a ae wala deen elem aes <.. 1 180 
Quc tation from A. B. C. of Mexico City under date of July 26, 1919, 
reference to intervention; how intervention looks to Mexicans by 


witness, inserted in record... 0... eee ee ee eet cence 1 184 
Discusses subsidy by Carranza to Inman at. Piedras Negras; don't know 
Müch about VE it 55 So eh ea ek De and wt SE BS eee ied es Bes dee Be l 187 
Relates his advice to his church reference to clause in new constitu- 
tion reference CHULCh G6’ vise cc ce cae OEMS odo see ee sGus ter aees 1 188 
Wood: O eco lest ens, weet rere E ole Sat boas tinted emma ones OEE 10 1517 
Glenn Springs raid. Big Bend, Tex., occurred on May 6, 1916......... 10 1517 
Disorders for several yeara........ 2... ee eee eee nee e eee e ence 10 1517 
DLCAIING CLOniccsisbs oh dat eed ative wena E amie E T A 10 1517 


Gives account of raid and burning of Montell’s store. ................ 10 1518 
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Wood, C. D.—Continued. Part. Page. 


Killing of Conklin boy and three soldiers, and two soldiers were 


burned, one wounded: Mr. Elias and wife had their house burned 
and they stayed in hills all Mehteran nse a AESA 10 


Two Mexicans were found at scene under brush........... re 10 

One was a Carrancista officer; had commission as such in his pocket.. 10 
Wright, Mrs: Mary <2o3 cies x cutee vides veins cantante E ee 
Depredations on person and property; women lived im cane field to 

escape Madero revolutionists; raided several times 


Governor San Luis could not protect us............-.----! t oasen 8 
, Our Government refused; told to get out...........-..-2 eee e ee eee es 8 
Brought out on German lumber boat.........-.2.2.0eeeeeeeceeeeeees 8 
Abducted Mexican girls........... 00.00. cece eee e cece eee eeeeeeeees 8 
Robbed completely; fruit orchard burned, fences cut........-.-----: 8 


Losses: $48 000 sree uae AEE a tetanus EREE 8 


1519 
1519 
1520 
10% 


1020 
1023 
1023 
1024 
1025 
1026 
1026 


EXECUTIVE SESSIONS. 


Mr 


apeencuaosnee ee eeeaewvneeeere en eeeeeetseeeveenwnee eae eee 


ee meee eeenvreee wpe ee eae 


committee; conditions under Huerta good; graft worse under Car- 


ranza régime 


eweereeseveenenveeeeervnereavreaeraneeewvee eae 


Serious trouble begun 1914. ................-.. 


on eee e r a 


e.av aosn osooso w onsa alnal‘’ 


Horses and mules taken generally over country by Carrancistas; by 


Manuel Larraga generally, a Carranza general 


ve 


eeenerrzmreectsteouzenenenewn ante 


Robbed oil camps, provisions and clothing. Payroll robberies. Law 
and order in Pelaez territory; reverse in Carranza territory. Rob- 
bers recognized many times as Carranza soldiers and officers, by 


horses and outfit 


eer eeenerewewene ve eeveeweeeezeeees eae et ae 


Relates many robberies, etc........-..----++-- 


eee mee ecreaerteeeannaeze eae 


eee er ee eee eee nawmeewnene 


EROT American, killed; details; murderer not apprehended nor pun- 


e@eertrerenvneeeeewvrenevnennenevearer eevee ane eveae eee Sw @ 


Killing of Americans common there 


one ete eer eae eereeezreexee 


eonwesvset ewe maneeearerenene awe 


Guesses at number killed in oil district; details of some of murders; 


mentions Sweeny, renegade American 


“ep @Pweaeeewe 


eeeeee eee neeeweernweneeen 


Relates information reference Hotel Southern incident, April21, 1914. . 
Americans rescued by German boat commander brought out to Gal- 


VOSUOI a fests Bw he eee Beas ORO wee 


Americans ordered out of Mexico many times 


comer wa eee eaenn een oowoo‘ 


e.av ra ea waeeweneneanetae 


Intelligent Mexicans would welcome intervention 
Officer would welcome American Army to Mexico 


oer eet ewe eee ereeneneenvnewe 


e e. œ @ ee em eae ensn ane ae ee 


Would protect Americans. Shots fired over heads of Americans and 
threatened o onc nei st wea ey act cule Sa eed alee Guts Wing a Nta oe Serstern alee ae Sac 


Several Americans held for ransom and robbed 


seer eer eee eee e serene se 


Relates more robberies; wounding of Eads; killed two bandits and 


wounded a third 


CEE e r n a a a a a a a a i a i a a 


eoseeeeeeter ener eoneneneeeeeene ene ee l‘ 


Train robberies. ........... a tastes eh aes 


eon eee e nee ere wn ewe ee eee 


eoee ete ee e e r a enw eee 


owre vee neve eo Peewee numama‘ 


Described battle at Nogales in 1913 between Obregon and Koster- 


litzky; Americans shot from Mexican side of line 


oe een ea eee we em eee em eaew 


Describes battle of Agua Pricta in 1915 between Villa and Calles, 
wherein several Americans were killed on American side of line; also 
as to passing of Mexican troops from Piedras Negras through United 
States to Agua Prieta to assist Calles................0---.22-0-00- 

That removal of infantry from Nogales really brought on fight in 1918; 


seemed that Mexicans had been prepared for it for some time 


re ee 


Mexican collector of customs admitted to afħant that Mexicans fired 


first shots that started battle in 1918 


Re Mexican collector of customs at Naco, Sonora, accumulating $75,000 


eoeeeeeneneeve 


eaeeaenene ee ewe wown eer nea wree 


in two years as graft; resigned and crossed to American side; inspector 
checked his account and found that 7,800 head of cattle had been 
crossed at regular rate of $10 per head; books showed that only 689 


head accounted for 


w. ener asao nn aonn wo eee eee eaeaaenwe 


Nothing but United States money being used in Sonora 


eee vr eer anweneea ets “uapasan Be ee wm eee ee ewe wee ee eee e 


leaving until dwindled from 125 to 2 families 


First arrested by Huertistas in 1914; party held 19 days and released; 
only known reason for arrest was because troops had landed at Vera- 


Cruz 


eewewvotm@oevrewrereaneneeen eet eaeeeneeaeeenereese ee seen eaeneaeene 


Huerta troops took ballot as to whether all Americans of Colony should 


eoeeeneneanvreanxneoenevneneee ee © 


eeavweexreerreorerennvnereosner 


be massacred. Ballot 150 to 25 against. Massacre prevented by 


friendly Mexicans 
Ordered out in May, 1914, landed at New Orleans 


ae ee 2 2 aed 


esans aaoocoe eae eow ere eee 


Part. Page. 
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r. 


Returned to ranch in August. 1914. Everything destroyed. Stock 
stolen by Huerta soldiers under Zaragosa and Higinio Aguilar 
Again ordered out in 1916 sse saisi ccc A ais 
Had $15,000 cash taken from him by Carranza customs officers......__. 
After refugees were loaded into boats to be taken to steamer, Carranza 
colonel searched them all for money, taking all found; took 45 cents 
from 3-year old girl; entire party landed in United States for second 
ERG PORDINCH ech S ch teint nie a. 
Huerta stated he would pay way of any American who desired to leave. 
Vent back again in 1916; in May, 1917, place was again pillaged by 
LiL NCTE Ss rcs Oe nl 7 IEG Cur ain 
Carrancistas raided place 4 miles away, killed 28......0..00..0.0.0.... 
Felix Diaz spent 30 days at his place; well treated................... 


ae e@eevnene 


a 


° 
BT oat on Ae vera ca aN Nay a hie ae aia SB E ti dnb a tet Vacs Baie Ange ah eae Oe Joye Tay, 


Emploved in land and legal department; gives reason why he wants 
to testify in executive session; informed by attaché of foreign rela- 
tions in Mexico City that any Mexican appearing before Fall com- 
mittee would be considered as a traitor and that an American so 
appearing had better not return to Mexico; would be murdered 
1f known; relates conditions in — ; passes freely from Carrancista 
to Pelaez lines, toand fro; gives location of different cuartels, both 
factions; people generally for Pelaez; not considered as bandit; gives 
protection toall people; Carrancistas murder, rob, and commit depre- 
COU Seen he ear R ck wcrc ae oe 

Describes Santa Maria Indians. Chief very bloodthirsty and cruel; 
black Indian: joined the Carrancistas; Williams and American cap- 
tive held 35 days; given two tortillas a day; fell in weight from 160 
to less than 100 pounds; chief's name Higinio Malgosa; barbarous 
to prisoners; won't allow any Carrancistas in his district; Tepe- 
cintella, another small tribe of Indians, in same section about as 
Santa Marias; Huasteca Indians against. Carranza, for all have had 
relatives murdered and property destroyed by them; - ships 
Pelaez ammunition through custom house at Tampico, in knowl- 
edge of customs officer, bought up, few at a time, from Carranza 


oeonre® 
ne tegen SURES 8 1a Bhe N See Neagle lane et ar wie ta E ee Ge tah ee sarride ua valne Maviet ater. 


Carranza soldiers shooting at Mr. Mikel, a British geologist ..... goes 
Describes manner of sending pay rolls to camps; danger, etc.; refused 
Details arrest of himself and two Americans by Carrancistas: insulted 

and detained several days; documents taken; mistreated; finally 

PONCNECG aes uaecetaad oS aun tg lato oes ee ae eae 
Details another arrest of witness and Parker by ———, a Carrancista: 

made him go ahead of column to Pelaez stronghold; loaned them 

two mules to ride to camp later and found mules had been stolen 
from his company; relates robbery of Aguila camp by Ortiz, who 
formerly was a vandal-footed butcher from town of Colima: details 
many robberies by Carrancistas: also blowing up of train by Cedillo 
brothers; lieutenant colonel in charge of train, ——, renegade 


. 
as.. 
Votan ea E a E E N E E E E SAE E E ET 


EE E cacy ae ee oa 
Robbers were Carrancistas masked: known by their dress........--++: 
Robbery Walter Fitch: embezzlement. of Gloria from New Laredo of 

$30,000 from company, never punished: Unjted States oflicials. 

Mexico City, feel humiliated by attitude of their Government, 

refutes Fletcher about conditions in Mexico; opinions of Americans 

in city he has stated untruths 


e.e.. 
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Continued. Part. Page. 
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31 


35 
39 


Mr. 
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Continued. 

Mentions murder of Correll and ravishment of his wife; discusses 
Fletcher's statements; 200,000 in arms robbing, murdering, etc., 
out of 14,000,000; intelligent class in Mexico favor intervention; 
Pelaez officer to give dance and champagne when he heard Amer- 
icans were fighting Mexicans in north................-.2..02000005 

Details conditions, financial and otherwise, opinions, etc.; Bolshevism 
rampant in ; working class publicly espouse cause; much 
propaganda there: all workmen have to belong to Bolshevik union; 
relates boatman took charge of company boat and charged for pas- 
sage although being paid salary. ............-..-22 2. eee eee eee eee 

General business and looking after Mormon colonies in Mexico; gives 
general description of Mormon colonies; population, 4,000; Colonia 
Dublan, Juarez, Pacheco, Garcia, Chuichupa, Diaz, Morelos, and 
Oaxaca; prosperous under Diaz; manufacturing establishments, life, 
and customs of colonists; murders, atrocities, etc.................. 


a a a ey 


Went to Mexico with father, mother, and two brothers in 1908; estab- 
lished ranch at Atascador colony, State of San Luis Potosi, mother 
and sister compelled to leave in 1913..............-..--02022.2006- 

Father arrested by Huerta colonel in 1913; held 43 days; beaten and 
taken to Mexico City in box car... 22.2... 2 ee eee eee ee ee eee 

Held in prisun there; O’Shaughnessy promised to obtain release; did 
nothing; finally released through Mexican captain who was friendly. 

rely a received was order to get out of Mexico, which he 
ODE Y OCs cu E E A EE EE E A A me E eeiee 

Died in San Antonio, Tex., in December, 1919, as result of treatment. 

Brother executed by Villistas under Col. Tomas Urbina because had no 
horses to give him on ranch..........- cece eee cree eee e ence eeeee 


ee a 2 a ey 


Was for two years constructing quartermaster, United States Army; 


during 1918 and 1919 stationed at Nogales, Ariz....... T Ar E 
Was wounded in battle of Nogales in August, 1918; described battle.. 
Mexicans had trenches and fortifications for over a year.............. 


Present disorder in Mexico due to lack of respect by Mexicans of cen- 
tral government..............2--2-- 20 ee eee Se Last aenne carne Cul 
Central government was respected in time of Diaz. ................. 
Sees no reason why individual American merchant can not get along 
with individual Mexican merchant; cites experience of his own to 
illustrate that it can be done. ......----- 2-2 eee eee eee eee eee 
Does not consider that the business relations between Arizona and 
nee are relations with Mexico; that Sonora handles its own 
DIMAS eis fos cde Set ag E eres oa RG E ee eee ee cle cies 


a ed 


Went to Mexico in 1906, purchased ranch near Las Palmas in San Luis 
Potosi: took cattle, horses, and farming implements from States.... 
First trouble in 1916 when commenced robbing place; compelled to 
hide in brush for days to save life.....-... 6... eee eee eee 


July, 1919, son, , murdered by men under Carranza general, 
Manuel Larraga; lost everything. ....-.-------ee. eee cece eee eee ee 


eenwmenrnwenenen eae r ane vraneveeerensve eee Se ena see eB Be ewe eer eae e nts waar eaeeene @ 


Minister and professor, now in Mexico four years; Methodist; executive 
board had charge of or general direction ctf all the schools in Mexico; 
outline of work............---02+eeeeeee ee ore ee 

Increase of schools from 10 to 20 per cent; gives account what has been 
done; can not carry on work in certain districts account bad condi- 
tions, unsafe; to quite an extent, money for his work contributed by 
Inaividuals and churches throughout country (United States); no 
financial aid from Mexican Government; attitude very kindly..... 

Only cooperate in certain districts. ... 02.2... eee eee eee eee 

Diaz method very ambitious but not carried out, account Catholic 
Church and lack of funds: purpose of Carranza in revolution to in- 
augurate extensive educational enterprises but not carried out..... 

Teachers of old Diaz regime, but not paid; impossible to carry out plans 
by Osuna, Saenz, and Barranco; plan in Inman’s book very elaborate, 
page 165, but not carried out only limited extent; lacked finances 
BN teaCheny jcicn0s saat eke pee DE mecicien ss dose eeee ewe awnetes 
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Continued. l 
Impossible to get teachers, some educated in United States, others in 
Huro e under Diaz but insufficient in pumber.................... 


away with “National Preparatory, ” loet, but was made impossible to 
carry it out; Osuna made governor of Tamaulipas, to get him out of 
the way; was not successful in that position; successor in school mat- 
tem incompetentes eeii ae eee ees eee we ve eee EN 
Prof. Moises Saenz was in charge after Osuna, but resigned to go into 
evangelical board work at reduced salary; teachers are paid “I. O. 
U’s.” and per cent of salary. Many schools closed time of strike, 
have not been reopened......-2.. 2.0.0 cece cee ec cee eee ee eeeeee 
Carranza favored his friends in teachers; discriminated against old Diaz 
men who were let out; latter most competent; money received by 
government used to pay military authorities; income of government 
three times more than under Diaz; Carranza generals extravagant, 
fine homes, etc. All discouraged, must have firm hand. ‘Told 
laman he could not do anything for he was surrounded by bad 
DOU DIC 2226 cc et ed eis ta ie aes wi oe hee eae awe eae eee 
Relates answer of Carranza to committee, ‘‘Good people did not assist 
him to get into power, bad people did, knows latter grafters and 
dishonest, but will stay with them to the end.” This his general 
policy; Carranza has no great power; on account of closing of Mexican 
schools, American schools received more pupils.............2..-6++ 
Refutes Inman on character of Americans in Mexico; prefers an honest 
business man in Mexico to four preachers; not possible to prosper in 
educational work unless assisted by material progress............--- 
Jefe Politico under Diaz changed under Madero to Jefe de Armas, 


Agrees with Inman that Mexicans rather work under Americans than 
Mexicans; says Inman’s statement on page 175 his book ‘‘Authori- 
ties making headway under odds, etc., Americans who remained in 
Mexico have most hope for country under Carranza” ‘‘Absolutely 
untrue”; all Americans in Mexico can see no hope for Mexico under 
present régime. Mexicans also agree to financial intervention in 
Mexico Necessafy sce bs 8 kh aie ds a 5 ceed g eges eee nace 

If this intervention failed, armed intervention was inevitable; Banco 
Nacional looted, taken over as all banks were. French plan not 
feasible of loan by United States without strong government like 
Diaz had at time; favors armed intervention when all else fails; 
Departinent of State has not shown strong hand; an ultimatum 
should have been given before Carranza was recognized; a great 
many things should have been done that were not; criticizes ad- 
ministration; notes, instead of ultimatums that meant something, 
have been indulged in causing Mexican government to believe we 
do not intend to do anything: Mexicans have told witnesses we did 
not because we were afraid; military move all that can eradicate their 
ideas; stay out of Mexico if we are going to withdraw soon; training 
Mexicans so that they can withdraw from Mexico...........-..-6- 


ener ene evr ene e RRR RER ERRE R REE EEE E E a 


Objection to publication of testimony, feare death at handa of Carran- 
cistas, might be denied admission, reason; came out 1913; no serious 
disturbances north Mexico under Huerta. ..........02... 0.00 e eee 

Objection to Huerta by United States caused some trouble........-- 

Carranza attack on Monterrey 1913 and 1914; Carrancistas destroyed 
much property Monterrey... 2.20... 0. eee cece ee ee eens 

Financial: Carranza paper money, metallic reserve.......2...---.66- 

Ordered to leave Mexico. employees did not do s0; cry of ‘wolf’? not 
Heed ediscsmesacat ones a Shee tea teeta eee howe saunas 

Great injustice to Americans in Mexico, charge that they were exploit- 
erg: favors sending Americans as pioneers. ............-.202e0e0289 

Americans had to submit to unlawful exactions.............----0266" 

In addition to full payment on tobacco in stamps, had to pay “grati- 

fieation:’’ nothing hke this under Diaz or Huerta.........2..-666-5 


Part. Page. 
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Continued. Part. Page. 
Constitution of 1917, little effect on his business..................-. 12 20 
Shutting down of American enterprises detrimental to Mexican 

laborers; American operations bettered laborers and country....... 12 21 
Carranza imported much tobacco free of duty, which put legitimate 

dealers out of the running; this done by concessions to favored few.. 12 22 
Concessionaires approached him to sell concession twice............. 12 23 
Luis Cabrera head of treasury department at that time............. 12 24 
Has $275,000 invested there........ 2.2... cece ce eee cece ete e cece 12 25 
Conditions in Mexico not improving.........-...--.2- esse ec eee eens 12 26 
Favors this government going in there.............--....00cccceecees 12 27 

ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee re ee re 10 722 
Relates death and circumstances of death of Pvt. Troib, Medical Corps, 

Company D, Nineteenth Infantry, United States Army, by Carranza 
lieutenant, Juan Azpeitia, of Juarez, December 28, 1918; full court 
proceedings elC Sea eE EEA EEE AOE 10 722 

E e E E T Q 10 

Re killing of Americans, Rooney and Bowles; no one ever arrested; 

aeaii was done by Carranza soldiers................0.0000c0eee Q 3 
Re killing of Dan Foley, American citizen by Mexican; no one arrested 

IOP CME aona a shee EE ee E E E ae cag Q 4 
Re anti-American sentiments of Gen. Pablo Gonzalez: re attack on 

Mr. Starkweather, American citizen, in public plaza of Tepetate by 

Gonzalez, who was in drunken rage.......-..-..00002 see eee eeee Q 5 
Americans in Mexico have lost respect for their own government due to 

treatment they have received and no protection................... 7 

ee E ee. ee ee ee a ree 10 604 

Been all over Mexico; came out in 1915; father ran out of Mexico in 

1916; wasin cattle business in Durango: threatened to hang father, 

took wedding ring off finger, wanted to undress him, finally released 

him; he left country but returned to save his 850 head of cattle; 

robbed him of everything and killed his milk cows................ 10 604 
Relates the murder of Charlie Chee, Chinaman, the arrest of two 

Englishmen, McClure and Henderson; his father robbed again; 

started to execute two Englishmen but released them and murdered 

Chee; all factions practically same..................--.-2.....-----. 10 606 
Relates murder of Edward Hayes at Madera by Santana Caraveo, 

also murder of a negro: another man killed at same time........... 10 610 
Details robbery by Cheche Campos of Madera Co. store, sent loot away 

BT COTS Osa elect ec eis Sec mee eee a E eer a eee 10 6ll 
Certain degree of safety in large centers: danger of being murdered in 

rural districts; expects another revolution; no help for country 

POM A TT a A A ne nee a E EE 10 612 

RE A E E EE aes ew E E A E A E E a ae EE 2 1 

Attorney, New York and Washington: landowner; property seized: 

manager and important employees killed: took matter up with 

State Department, finally Mr. Polk made representations to Mexico 

City, referred to Candido Aguilar, Governor of Veracruz, for adjust- 

ment: later was referred to Acuna, Minister of relations, who re- 

signed and Aguilar took his place: nothing further heard from it.... 2 2 
Crops were sold to firm in which Aguilar was partner, later traced to 

New Orleans and attached: witness won and years later property 

returned to him: last inventory shows much property lost.......... 2 4 
While suit was pending several Carranza ollicials offered to appear as 

Witnesses: favor witness, if large sums of money were paid them, 

full report of this matter tiled with State Department, United States; 

refuses to give names of clients for fear they would be murdered.... k a 
Conditions as to safety of life bad until battle of August, 1918, whén 

American troops invaded Nogales, Sonora; since that time condi- 

tions are some better...........2. 2 ee eee ee eee eee cee ete K 36 
Exports through Nogales for 1918 $22,000,000; for 1919, $18,000,000; 

leading export during 1918 was garbanzo, $6,677,000. .........--.-- K 37 
Of the $12,000,000 majority was mineral from American-owned mines.. K 37 
Re Gen. Calles forcing collector of customs, Nogales, Sonora, to deliver 

to him $15,000 gold; refused to give him a receipt; collector after- 

wards came to the United States to keep from being executed for E s 


reporting mattor eerdre a a AEE 
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Continued. ` Part. Pag. 
Re stores in Nogales, Ariz., keeping open on Mexican holidays and 

those who did not being boycotted by Mexicans; Mexican customs 

guards refused to allow goods purchased in these stores to cross line.. K 4 
Re American citizen Frank Diamos, who operated a picture show in 

Nogales, Ariz., showing a picture that was not pleasing to the Mexi- 

can consul, who afterwards would not let Diamos or any of his rela- 

tives cross into Mexico and told Diamos if he did cross Gen. Calles 

would have him executed..............00- cece eee cee cent ee eeees K 4 
Re Collins, an American citizen, who had a fight in Nogales, Ariz., 

with a relative of a German living in Nogales, Sonora, being arrested 

and held in jail in Nogales, Sonora, at instigation of Mexican consul 

who was friend of German; Collins finally deported from Mexico; 

matter never reported to State Department...............-.2.+0005 K g 
Re kidnapping of Huerta et al. from Douglas, Ariz., and execution in 

Agua Prieta, Sonora, by Gen. Calles, 52 and 60; re conversation 

between Gen. Cabell and Mexican consul, Nogales, Ariz., relative 

to insulting letter written American consul re American soldiers 

crossing line; also re Huerta kidnapping..............-..-:e eee K 59 
Obregon exported $5,000,000 worth of garbanzo from Sonora in 1918; 

all went to Spain and Cuba: handled by W. R. Grace Co., of San 

Francisco, Calif............0...0.002-00- hint Oi litical ae k il 
Obregon was given permission to import 5,000,000 pounds of lard. 200 

car loads corn and flour during 1918; there was a surplus of rice in 

Sonora and when Americans tried to export same to relieve food 

situation in the United States, Gen. Calles said it would rot before 


Mr. 


he would allow a pound to go to the United States..............+- K i 
No question that another revolution will take place before many 
Om sara ese cance 8 as a Sosa a ey he etc chewed at enced one E N K 7 
Mr. ———.......... Be ese aap tect ta athe as O ac eee to ae EN EA R J 
Owner and operator chain motion-picture shows in Nogales, Naco, 
Douglas, and Bisbee, Ariz.....0.0.0.. 2.0.0. cece eee cece cece rete eee R 5 


On one occasion was showing picture entitled “Fighting Through”; 
picture showed American soldier forcing Mexican to salute American 
flag; Mexican vice consul in Nogales, Ariz., was present and created 


disturbance: stationed himself in front of theater and picketed place, 
advising Mexicans not to patronize theater: later refused to allow 


him to cross line into Mexico on account picture being shown.....- ; . 
Mr. saint aad curse a E Stal E E E E E clica a OR del Meech E E aCe 
Re being ambushed by men in Carranza uniform, October 25, 1918... G 3 
Matter reported to Carranza commander; nothing done, was not even 
interviewed by Carranza officials.....0.02000 000... e eee eee eee ees G 4 
Re ravishing of the Misses Gourd at Atascador colony during Huerta 
LW ot na cers chan tes entation es ngs he ees acs Aree cas G 4 
Most of murders and robberies in Tampico district have taken place N 
since time of Carrancistas.... 00.0000. e teen eres G | 
Re destruction of Atascador and other colonies by Carrancistas. ..-..-- G 3 
During time Manuel Pelaez controlled Tepetate oil district no rob- 
beries or murders: Americans enjoved peace until present Mexican 
Government took charge; Carrancistas would send escort with pay ; 
rolls of mining companies who would themselves steal pay roll. .... G I: 
Re election held in Tampico in January, 1920, where all political 
leaders opposing Carrancistas were placed in jail until after election. i 
la 


a ail 


Mr. 


Lived in Torreon, 1892 until 1916: safe under Diaz; had more protec- a 
tion while Villa was in charge than under Carranza........--.--++° E 

Was present in Torreon during massacre of 303 Chinese by Maderistas P 
under Emilio Madero; massacre was investigated by De la Barra ... E 0n 

Huerta troops under Munguia held town and looted banks, etc., No- E o5 


vember; 1913; to Aprile I9 06545 iws cous cau eeina aA 
Villa had control from April, 1914, to September, 1915; forced loan of = 
2 (W000 POSUB E A T E 6 
Villa evacuated townin September, 1915; Carranza occupied until 
December, 1916, when again captured by Villa; good order under : 
Aae said ors thas ea ace areata eee aia heer TE eke . E 631 


Ordered out by State Department April 23, 1914...............-66- E i 


——_ = -m 
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Re purchase of 250,000 acres of land for Buayule, part of same being 
claimed by one Hernandez, relative of Madero; fighting in courts, 
finally being forced to settle with Ernesto Madero; loss estimated at 
$1,000,000; claim on file known as Acatita claim................... 


@eeeee ene eeceeeee eee ese ee wm ewe ee ewe ews em se we Bees wee eese eee ese ee eeeer eae weae 


Mining engineer; in Mexico 15 years: properties in State of eae 
In June Federal troops burned one of mines; was arrested and started 
to pan Dline erer oA occ wae OR Ae ee OSES 
Entire party was captured by rebels: affiant escaped and made way 
to Tepic: with aid of German consul made way to American cruiser, 
where took refuge and was brought to United States.....0......0... 
In June, 1918, Gen. Calles, while on way to Mexico City. burned and 
destroyed the other mine owned by afhant. taking away everything 
that could be moved; protests made to both Mexican and American 
State Departments; no relief.............0 0.0.0. c eee eee eee eee 
Had been repeatedly robbed prior to destruction of property: rebels 
would take all supplies they could carry, stack the rest in the street 
and burn it; these matters always reported with evidence to Ameri- 
can State Department............0.0..0 000 eee ce cee cece en eee 
All surface property now destroyed and mines flooded with water; has 
caretaker living on property. ..........0..0 22-00 c cece eee ences 
For some time one mine was in charge of rebels and the other in charge 
of Federals: mines 20 miles apart: forced to pay taxes to both sides. . 
Witness exhibits several photographs of his destroyed property, of 
Mexicans hanging to trees.......... 22022 c eee ee ee eee eee eee 
Re holding of Whitford, an American citizen, prisoner by rebels, who 
would cut off a finger at a time and send it into Tepic to his company; 
after sending all his fingers he was finally murdered: witness ex- 
hibits photo of place where man was held..................2.2..02- 


a r e a a r 


Residence, Hachita, N. Mex.: went to work for the Land & Cattle Co. 
in 1909, D. R. McCormick, foreman; ranch in Mexico; was at Camp- 
bell's wells, 7 miles north of Corner Ranch just prior to Villa’s raid 
on Columbus; was at Warren’s Alamo Hueco, N., Mex.; in jog Sunday 
before, but at Campbell’s wells first he heard of it; at Culberson’s 
ranch a captain showed him a telegram from Slocum, stating that 
Villa was coming north on his way to Washington by way of Colum- 
bus; this was two or three days prior to raid; took mules over to 
Culberson’s ranch, 16 miles from Alamo Hueco...................- 

Locates lines and places: goes into Mexico to find McKinney......... 

Struck a trail at Biznaga ren about 1,000 horse tracks, going north; 
followed it t miles; 3 miles east of Corner ranch they turned south- 
east from Corner ranch; quit trail because saw fires west, seven big 
camp fires; staved all night at Campbell's, saw them break camp 
next morning with spyglass: later turned out they were Carrancistas 
and Not ViNiNtGee cei oc. gal ves Sane see eeg ae het Wetagee buen Pee ERS 

Turned hack when they found Villa’s trail: describes Villa’s route 
toward Columbus: went to Alamo Hueco and reported to United 
States officer what he had seen: then informed that Villa had raided 
Columbus and was coming to Hachita that night................0. 

Did not know that McCormick had been captured: captured Luz 
Ortiz, Simon Verdugo, who were in raid; delivered them to United 
States officers: later knew that McKinney, Corbet, and O'Neil had 
been captured and killed by Villistas......... er ae ee 

Andy Peterson, Akard, and Jenson killed near Corner ranch... ..... 

Relates happenings of Silvestre Quevedo and about 18 men and at 
different ranches under his supervision................22 20 cece eee 

Relates poisoning of several horses by mistake..................-0-- 

Continues statement leading up to and including murder of above- 
mentioned Monoseen ea eet satel Peewee an edie sae oan eee 

Quevedo strung Mexican up to make him tell where Fonville was... 

Lem Spillsbury found the three bodies..............2.2..eeeeee eens 

Tom Kingsbury disappeared, supposed to be dead.............-.---6- 
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Mr. Continued. Part. Page. 
Describes Villa’s trail to Columbus: followed it after raid............ 9 19 
Carrancista depredations: Birchtield stuff taken by Jose Ines Salazar; 

TOOK 25 TORS CS wan oo is he es aan E es on eens en ee et ee ay Q oH 
Mctornuck held for ransom; he took the money one time, Stevenson 

thereat 6 oe oon site e dee roe eee Spee tee A oat dale oe eae 9 39 

Tage cat es Racha slate wach ean aaa teal ig Prateek ited ae lane eee tones F 7% 
Testified regarding holdup by Carrancistas and demand for $30,000; 

was eyewitness to killing of Lee Moye at this time by Carranza soldiers F 732 
Testified re shooting of John Eads by Carranza soldiers.............. F 73 

oe ns BE ae ee ea ed as hoe cue anaes 9 In 
Manager ranch, district of , 17,000 cattle; now less 

than 1,000; arrested by Carranza Red Flaggers, held for ransom Sep- 

tember 20), 10 Sncewns eet oat nog ea nine eden ues ee dian ers 9 did 
Foreman taken also; Manuel Gutierrez, Carrancista, was in charge; 

paid $10,000 for release s sincico s anrea nenni lone tes 9 576 
Wife shocked; has never gotten overit; house looted; trouble, loot. rob- 

bery ever sinte. cic goa ce Saud Rade as tl i eneaie noe Wadae poem etam eee Seas 9 n 
Went after bodies at Carrizal with others; recovered bodies and brought 

them-to EL Pas02 dest sca wei Give ie nite kia a ED meee wee 9 578 
Teeth knocked out; Mexican offers to sell them; gold crowned........ 9 58l 
Col. Rivera, Carrancista, was in charge, after murders. ................ 9 582 
Heard of monument to be raised to Gomez, who was leading murderers 

at Carrizal; never knew honest or honorable Carrancista; no protec- i 

MON AE E E E E A E E ee ad E T E TN 9 
Not one punished by Carrancistas; one only by Villa, and later he was 

executed for his zeal in assisting us.............2.0-... 2 cece eee eeee 9 st 
Gen. Ornelas, Villista, turned over Juarez to Carranza; later made Car- 

ranza official; later killed by Villa.........0....00.0..2..00...200008 9 5% 
Depredated upon by Villa, details; battle, Villa Ahumada; row be- 

tween Villa and Martin Lopez; Angeles peacemaker; 12 miles to Car- 

ranza garrison; did nothing. .............. 0.00.0 cc eee e eee ceee tees 9 586 
Villa took property valued at $30,324.75 when he went south......... 9 o& 
No attempt to intercept Villa by Carrancistas; details route of Villa, 

Lopez. and Angeles; Carrancistas did not want to eliminate bandits. 9 5 
Everybody against Villa and Carranza; want peace..........-..-+05: g 59 
Losses $996,442; no reimbursement................200cceeececeecees 9 593 
Complaint to State Department referred to Gen. Espinosa, who did the 

robbery, and Murguia, who “‘ cursed me out,” saying, ‘‘ Refer yourcom- 

plaints to me; ” asked Gen. Gonzalez for protection; sent 50 soldiers, 

who ‘stole $5.000 worth of property from us’’; asked to say nothing 

about it; not paid; inspector general broke into store and took what 

he wanted; took cooking utensils; camped in patio; used house for 

Closet. 2ademsacacad fares ees E ede anne Pele tomer NETT 9 M 
After battle of took everything and destroyed balance; favors 

intervention as the only way; Frank Knotts and Bruce Smith held 

for ransom by Villa; witness and foreman arrested by Lieut. Col. 

Nicolas Quiroga, Carrancista, for trying to release Americans; 

iven much trouble; American consul, Chihuahua, James Stewart, 
id nothing; refused to see him after release; 100 families on ranch, 

TOW eee ccna e Aa aid Susie wil ma acta sent ols Sao 9 5% 
Document from Martin Lopez, ordering that property be not removed 

by witness; suffer the consequences. ..........-... 0c e eee eee eee oo 

Mire eee ws e Bao eee em ee aed cc omen ree G 18 
Went Mexico, 1917, in charge metals department Oil Co., Tam- 

PICO UISUICl «cc bceeotes aye weedeat Lol as eae T eee cuae G 8 
Testified re robbery Cortes Oil Co.; several Mexicans were arrested by 

Carrancistas, but all released; murder of Ed House and Stevenson 

of Texas Oil Co.; matter reported, nothing done...........-----++: G 2 
All Americans in Tampico district loyal; all in draft age came out and 

went to war.....-.--.-- ee ee ee em ene re G X 
Had to sign waiver holding Carranza government not responsible for 

any harm to self or family upon entering Mexico; conditions so bad 

E wel OU E E T G 2 
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Engaged in mercantile business at Colonia Morelos from 1906 to 1913; 
described flourishing condition of colony. how homes, schools, and 
churches were built, etc.; first trouble when colony was destroyed 
by Salazar; made trip with American consul to inspect colony after 
destruction; what. few houses that had not been destroyed were 
occupied by Mexicans; consul made full report to State Depart- 
ment, sending photographs of destruction, etc.; Mexicans stated 
they were occupying property under authority of Gen. Calles, who 
pad piven itto them nasaren EE aes si ay cau oen eee Sarees 
Colony consists of 122.000 acres of land under valid titles; is at present 
time still occupied by Mexicans..................2. 20. eee e eee 
Battle of Agua Prieta; Americans killed..............--..-......6-. 
Predicted another revolution in few months. based on knowledge of 
conditions and what Mexicans have told him....................... 
Believes that presence of Gen. Dieguez, Carranza commander sent to 
Sonora, will cause revolt of Sonora from balance of Mexico......... 
Believes that only solution is intervention, although from interest per- 
sonally would not like to see it.......-...- 02 eee ee eee eee ee eens 
Can not see solution of anti-American situation in Mexico due to fact 
that young generation now growing up in Mexico are having hatred 
of Americans taught them. ..........-... 0-2 e eee eee eee ee eee 
Now candidate for governor of , was ordered by Carranza 
June, 1919, to organize ‘‘ Defensas Sociales” in Chihuahua; he made 
speeches saying he was going to divide up all Gringo property, etc.; 
asked for 100 horses; refused; he confiscated 49, all they had; June, 
1919, robbed again of cattle; kicked; Murguia demanded apology; per- 
Mission was given to feed hungry people; witness purchased 1,000 
hectoliters of corn, sent to governor for distribution; every grain was 
sold and not one grain reached the starving people; Mexicans on 
ranch absolutely loyal; hundreds killed defending property, taking 
care of the widows and orphans. ........-.----.---- EERE 
Mexicans caught stealing cattle, 1920, arrested by his men; jailed; 
confessed; later released, and bill, $48, sent him with word that if 
in future he sent thieves to jail to send money for their board; this 
shows attitude of Carrancistas; no hope for relief or reform......... 
ot sufficient horses left on ranch to run it; took all imported stallions 
and improved stock esnia a yee cate Dees ees wee ewes 
Attitude of Mexicans along Pershing route very friendly; begged 
Pershing to stay and give protection; 1 per cent of people in favor of 
revolution, balance against it; 25,000 inhabitants in districts named, 
99 per cent against Carranza; Gen. not a Carrancista, but an 
anarchist, popular because he promises to divide the property to 
Mexicans; large properties......-.-----+-- betes es ied iat Ee E 
Conditions flourishing prior to Madero revolution; thieves always pun- 
ished under Diaz, but very little violations; never knew ofa holdup; 
safer there than in United States; not punished now; Government 
stands in with that class and assists them; had thorough acquaintance 
Witheall through that :(istriCt.s20.20:2 Gee ae Oe new reee kon eea 
Went there 1903; 65,000 head of cattle; taken prisoner by Orozco in 
Ty ae eh ta al ig Gut hk hates oe Bits a va Peale ant ince wy 2 E erg enon 
Relates capture, treatment; wanted ransom; saved by Orozco, sr... . 
Assisted wounded soldiers: finally releaeed; Madero apologized....... 
rozquistas, 250, had battle with witness; Rojas made the attack. . .. 
Gives description of battle and losses... 2.2.22... 2.0. e cece eee eee ee 
Killed several Mexicans: escaped to main ranch ...............-006- 
Had several fights with Mexicans; threw bombs in house ............. 
Ran Castillo across river, where he was captured; same that burned 
train in Cumbre Tunnel; deported to Cuba by United States; Villa 
published a demand for him.........--..... 2.2... eee e eee eee e ees 
Always received protection and assistance and good treatment from 
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Villa’s army maintained from his ranch after battle of Celaya; robbed 
many LIMOS: 345 neo oso ches eek see e ae ams eee estan 
Execution of Mr. bookkeeper- errcersre sadre seas nena 
Gen. Manuel Medinaveitia then joined Carranza forces and is now an 
officer; Castillo issues offer to Carranza offering services to expel 
Yankees from. Veracn ZH. cccc hector eae lee a kee eed EE 
Quevedo, Carranza official, is a general...........-.2.. 0202 ece eee eee 
Daughter of foreman, , taken by Martin Lopez and violated; 
kept 10 days; later took 200 girls from Namiquipa and kept them 
with army; many died; many not over 10 years old ; later abandoned 
in mountains and many died from abuse or starvation; American 
killed at Nahuerachic, Chihuahua, by Gen. Julio Acosta forces, 
robbed ranch; later battle with Gen. Pedro Favela of Carranza forces, 
who whipped him and recaptured all loot, which he kept for his own 
use; Boun- de Guerra eroien rer eee ERETNA TRESNA 
Appealed to Gen. Murguia; did no good; Favela killed hundreds of 
cattle, sold hides. gave meat away, shipped hides; very offensive: 
protested about killing cattle; put messenger in jail, kept him in jail 
27 days. threatened to execute him for protecting American interests; 
alt ,000 to save his life; Gen. Corona also depredated same as Gen. 
NTL shed alata lec ere fae at EEE E E E Dean ence atl ree ATE 
Home guards named by Favela and Corona. worst men in country, 
they continued to depredate under authority; Villistas took 280 head 
big steers; Carranza gave him amnesty and appointed him to a com- 
mand and in return he turned over the beeves for 10 pesos a head; 
Carrancistas refused to give them back; later sent soldiers and took 
them back and they were slaughtered in Chihuahua; worth $80 or 
SOA heid ase 2555 ee se oe lie aha ads Neca aaa 
Williams robbed of cattle by Carrancista general, Herrera; paid him 
$10 a head to get them back; later sent soldiers and took them back 
and slaughtered them in Chihuahua; Gen. Quevedo killed milk cows 
on ranch; vindictiveness; treated Mexicans as bad as Americans 


because they were “our friends”; several pages of robberies by all 
factions 


a ee 2 2 2 did 


Ce e E E E E E E E E a a E R id 


Mining engineer; professionally in Mexico, 1906 to 1916; in Jalisco, 
Aguascalientes, Michoacan, Sonora, and Chihuahua; no trouble in 
time of Diaz, much trouble after revolution started; had peace in 
Sonora when Villa was there.......000 00. eens 

Generally understood that United States was backing Villa until Car- 
ranza was recognized; break with Villa caused raids on Americans by 
Villa when United States allowed Carranza soldiers to cress the 
United States aol ole 5 ah teers aie dai ce daa Raia meee 

Arrangements made for American miners to enter Mexico at El Paso 
at the Obregon dinner, January 9, 1916; United States in favor of 
Americans returning to Mexico; Mexican general at Juarez notified 
Americans that passports were not necessary to enter Chihuahua; 
previous to this passports to enter for entire party had been secured, 
20 going to , one to Chihuahua........20.2.0.00 0.00 c eee ee eee 

About 40 Americans were in party going to Mexico; on same train 
Gen. Trevino told Dr. Watson that 1,000 troops had been sent ahead 
for protection; not allowed to carry arms; felt secure; salesman told 
him later in El Paso that he had received advice from a Carranza 
oflicer that it was not safe to make the trip 

Nineteen Americans were In party for 

Five miles beyond Santa Isabel had trouble 

Relates details of massacre............0 0000 cece ee eee eee 

Antonio Lopez was in charge; does not think Villa was responsible for 
it; ex-colonel told him Villa was not there; no Mexican on train was 
killed: sure massacre was prearranged, for reason that when the Mex- 
icans took Americans from train one remarked: “We are one short,” 
indicating they had a complete knowledge of how many secured 
passports; the 1,000 soldiers were not seen along the line.......-.-- 

Doubts statements made by Trevino; two Mexicans at Isabel rode up 
and asked if any soldiers were on board and to size up train 


ee ee ee stae sago’ne leyr’ 


ee id 


ee ee a 


e» totoon 


9 


Continued. Part. Pag. 


H 


13 
lj 


17 


Mr 


. INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


emeeeneteeeeene eee eer enseeeceree ee een ewe er a ee wee ee eB eee eH eH Oh ew eB ewe we 


head of cattle on ranch; none on ranch now; brought i bea or 
Diaz good; then near- 


Silvestre Quevedo killed Chinaman; Villa sent Lopez ahead; lined up 
people; accused them of being traitors because they were 
loyal to witness; Villa arrived next forenoon; hung men up by 
wrists to bells; whipped them with a sword to make them tell where 
arins and ammunition were hidden; got no information; lined up 
five and killed them; sixth man was given letter to Col. Saenz at 
Casas Grandes, that he, Villa, would be there by next forenoon and 
wanted to see him; widows and orphans of these men are pensioned 
by company and are in New Mexico...............-0 0.02 e eee eee 
Had two large farms; people happy and contented: good wages; 100 
families then; now only five; received no protection from Carranza 
Government: 4 roete tenan rn ts eae ew ete naanee vances 
Carranza officer by name Cisneros shipped carloads of stuff from this 
ranch to Durango; Carrancistas committed vandalism; gave lists of 
members of company and residence of each; deriving no revenue; 
aying $6,000 per annum; 600,000 acres in ranch; State Department 
ept fully advised; horse stock improved; some costing four or five 
thousand dollars a head; ranch stocked with all red Durham cattle.. 
Correspondent Chicago Tribune; went to Mexico December, 1919; in- 
troduced copy of report made by , giving list of all outrages 
against companies during the years 1918 and 1919 (insert 1); also 
written report made by Mr. relative to outrages committed 
on American colony at Atascador (insert 2); personally visited Atas- 
oor colony and found same deserted, confirming report made 

es ie etn ee ee led a Oa aoa a elaates 
Re attempt to murder man named McDonald near Tampico, in De- 
cember, 1919; McDonald stated that the Mexicans tried to murder 
him because his brother had made a statement to an investigator for 
the State Department and the Mexicans had found it out; the local 
Magistrate in the district in which McDonald lived showed him a 
verbatim copy of the report made by the State Department investi- 
gator not later than 30 days after his brother had made his statement; 
the report had evidently passed through official channels back to the 
Mexican Government, although his brother had been promised that 
he would be protected in every Way... .--...--. eee eee eee eee 
Large companies operating in Mexico able to pay for protection; small 
man not able to operate because can not afford to pay........-..... 
Statement of , ranch in Chihuahua and Sonora, that in 1910 had 
100,000 head cattle and in 1920 less than 12,000, due to depredation 
of bandits and present Mexican Government. .....---..--+.-++--- 


a a ee ee a a a a a a a a a a a E E a 


Read into record list of killed and wounded on American side of line 
in Nogales district during past three vears.............00222 2. eee 
Re killing of Frazier brothers on American side of line in Nogales 
district by bandits; to trailing bandits to line where American 
troops were compelled to stop... 2.2.00... eee eee eee eee eee eee 
Gen. Jeans Ferrera. chief of staff of Gen. Dieguez, is very anti- 
Amene oeda Poriak 2 pee taeveledse ye ameme see eee dee hes 
Re smuggling of ammunition by Mexican consul at Nogales, Ariz., 
also by paymasters of Mexican army .... 2.2.2.0. ee eee ee eee eee 
Re fight between Yaqui Indians and Carrancistas during February, 
1920; re fact that Yaqui is good worker and all right if let alone; 
unable to trace any murder of American to Yaquis........-...--- 
Re objection to American flags being displayed in Nogales, Sonora, 
prior to activities of Senate committee........ 62.0.6. eee eee eee 
Since appearance of committee on border, Mexicans in have as- 
sumed a more friendly attitude for policy sake.............----.--- 
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IE Tate a ice enya rare a ps eho ee ee ie a TE $ 
Exhibited to the committee Mexican bonds of the State of Chihuahua, 

tity of Parral, City of Veracruz and Cordoba. Interest had been 
paid prior to 1910. No interest paid since that time. 

Mi eae a 2k outed Ace wae weld ae BORG mre BEE beaten ea eter eee: K 3 
Does business principally in Mexico, States of Navarit and Sinaloa.. K 2 
Principal crops sug sr and garbanzo: most. of garbanzo erop handled 

by Obregon during 1918-19; money handled through Nogales banks.. K 3 
Knows of Cananet nots in 1906 when Dieguez, now Carranza general, 


Weiler EE N ee ean au esas oieacabendey K 6 
Krew of jot of murders being committed near Guaymas by Yaquis 
ST gy Wet LOW MIO Sac ae kien hens ores oe arent eels austen de AT ales K & 
Believes Carranza government will be able to restore peace and 
prosperity to MURICOis sw os. Gad usoare ira oai e i ra es k 19 
Beheves that present peaceful condition in State of ——— due to 
order being maintained by state troops. o... 2000... k 1! 
Judges Carranza government by hts relations with —— — State gov- 
ernment; admits has had no dealing with Federal Government... K 2 
Does not allow any goods he sells in Mexico to cross line until money 
DOAN gate ci oles eis eee le es tans Oe ahead ws a arty A aan kK J 
No money h.ardty in circulation in Sinaloa and Nayarit except Amer- 
TCC POMC hs oOo itu tie E A gas ede wl Reet A E a k 3 
SOND eee EEN EEEE ee Ea ok EET E a ado Aeron T 5 ol! 


Travels over States, Laredo to Mexico City, Veracruz, Oaxaca, Ta- 
maulipas, Guanajuato, Jalisco, Mexico, Michoacan, Aguas Cali- 
entes, Zacatecas, Durango, and Chihuabua; acquainted with Mexico 
22 years; only prosperous place he saw was Tampico; opening of 
silver mines In Guanajuato by foreign capital improved a little, gave 
employment to 6,000) natives; former population of Guanajuato 
75,060, down to 5.000 in 1916-17, now gone back to 10,000; everv- 
thing shut down in Torreon; good cotton crop; Durango in very bad 
MCSA wt Ott ee heehee bates wl le eee Obed ee ee A aati nates aden ated 5 5P 

American exwimill only pani in operation; Zacatecas had population 
1910, 25,000, now only 9,000; stores all closed: many residences 
vacant; no traie on streets; all mines shut down but one; Chì- 
huahua in poor shape; mines and smelter not running to full capac- 
itv; dangerous away from railroad.................. S 

Gives causes of smelters being shut down, lack of necessaries, lack of 
transportation facilities and materials: people living on prickly 
pear; refutes statement of Inman, pan 177 his book, as to population 
of San Luis Potosi; conditions there very bad; people living on 
tumaas prickly poar ares ciation oes a ae deen S ra 

Refutes statement of Douglas as reported by Weeks in November, 1919, 
that people were prosperous, Crops good, ete., between Laredo and 
Mexico City; houses in San Luis unfinished; people without work, 
hungry; not contented; opinions of Mexicans that all factions were 
in it for what they could make, had no thought for betterment of 
their people; lives and property unsafe 20 miles from any railroad; 
speaks of definition of bandits, several captured but country not 
bettered; refutes Douglas again; in Oaxaca less than 10 per vent nt 
people of country controlled by Carranza; Government can make 
no impression on that section......0.....0. 0c ce eee eee ee eee 

Veracruz similar to Oaxaca; disturbances, robbing of plantations, 
running managers away, ete.; in Puerto Mexico Castulo Perez 
raided the Waters Pierce Oil warehouse, destroved 50 or 60 thousand 
pesos worth ot oil; attacked Minatitlan, captured 40 pesos goods; | 
no cattle there, stolen and shipped from COUNTY 22355 yeeee eee 5 24 

Cattle shipped by Candido Aguilar 1911-15; conditions Jalisco aver- 
age, considering conditions; American robbed there of several 
hundred cattle; his name is ———; alone coast cattle taken by 
combination of Carranza officers under pretence of threatened revo- 
lution in that section: Manuel Dieguez and Juan Jose Montes leaders, 
three-eighths to each, balance to men who took them; Jesus Cintora 
with 6,000 men in Guerrero levies tribute on haciendas: he is antl- 
Carranza; levied tribute 50,900 on a sugar company; gets arms and 
ammunition by whipping Carrancistas: properties intervened by 
Carranza because they were old Diaz adherents.........c+--++*: 7 


wat 
\ 
— 
we 


2h 


wet 


959 
alee 


an 


5 252 


INVESTIGATION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 3487 


Continued. Part. Page. 
Properties turned over to his favored friends; robbed them of every- 

thing they had: was with rebel leader Meixueiro, who controls 

Oaxaca, Villa Alta, and Choapan; has 5,000 well armed men: treats 

people fairly well: people very anti-Carranza; will not take his 

money; his issue gold refused, American money only in circulation 

WT SM PICO nds ects ct cca tae ka EET ase pe hea atone nee ats 5 2532 
Was with Felix Diaz; has very small force in Veracruz, poorly armed 

and scattered: half the ammunition used by rebels in Mexico Mexi- 

can manufacture, other half American, very little European am- 

munition there: larger part bought or captured from Carrancistas:; 

rebels can not take offensive for lack of ammunition; gives condi- 

tion of arms in hands of rebels; Americans liked there but Washing- 

ton Government very unpopular on account of recognition of Car- 


Mr. 


ranza and not allowing them to get arms and ammunition.......... 5 2535 
Rebel leaders criticized treatment of Blanquet and Angeles by our 

Government, giving passports, @CtC........-. 2.202 eee ee eee 5 2539 
Saw Carranza officers loot many business houses and residences when 

Carranza took Mexico Citys on sec Lalas otieeg-e bee Pieooadasen eee cu 5 2541 
Lucio Blanco stole 170 horses: police tried to prevent looting; 30 to 

150 killed, then disbanded .........0. 2.0.0.0... e eee eee cence eee ees 5 2543 
Obregon arrived Mexico City August 19, Carranza later.........0..... 5 2544 


No change in looting and robbing houses: many men shot for minor 

offenses, bodies laid out on street: one officer. lieutenant colonel, 

shot for being drunk in Colon restaurant; no generals shot for looting 

or bothered: Carranza officers took tine horses trom neighboring plan- 

COT acta ter E rai are hea tatty Rie un a a eRe eat wer hel A lam et aca nls 5 2545 
Details destruction in Durango: churches torn down by Gov. Gavira; 

many dead in ruins dug up, carted to fields: influenza took from 

10 per cent in Durango to 40 per cent San Pedro de las Colonias, 

Coahuila: malnutrition cause. 0.0.2.2... 0000 c eee eee eee eee eee 5 2548 
When Villa took Torreon cut off ears of enlisted men and testicles and 

penises with butcher knife: reported by officer who was under doc- 

tor’s care one vear: details raping of girls in most. brutal manner by 


rebels and Carranza stati officer, Gen, Merigo. ............2.....8. 5 2550 
Gives account of “gray automobile ” affair... 20... 0.0.2020.002000000. ð 2553 


Gives account of how Gen. Pablo Gonzales secured several haciendas 

In Morelos through his agent, Canedo: sugar deals also; 17 haciendas 

taken in this wav: machinery disposed of, etc.: parts sold to copper- 

smiths in Mexico City......... ee eee eee ee eee 5 2555 
Obregon and his garbanzo deals: gives details of Jack Johnson-Sanborn 

incident; Juan Barragan and Merigo forced them to serve Johnson.. 5 2556 
Killing of McManus, Mexico City; killed by Barona., a Zapatista..... 5 2558 
Had conference with Bryan reference killing of McManus, insulted; 

Government was supposed to protect Americans, but they should 

80 comport themselves they did not require protection; Villa paid 

indemnity to Mrs. McManus, $20,000 gold; only indemnity paid in 

history of revolution...........-.-.-+-2-+-- PERETE EA RA a 5 2559 
Indemnity paid by Madero in 1911 for four Germans killed in Cova- 

donga, $100,000 silver; Von Heintz threatened Madero that Bremen 

would seize Veracruz if not ane only two more Germans killed 

after this incident, one ‘‘Thadun” in Colima and a storekeeper in 

Durango; Germans treated well in all revolutions; Mexican admire 

Germans for their fighting qualities and because they did not believe 

the great war was fought for betterment of smaller nations: again 


goes into condition of railroads and guards, stations destroyed...... 5 2561 
Blockhouses, railroad repairs temporary: only 25 per-cent of Mexico 
under control of Carranza: very little seturity in any part of Mexico. 5 2564 


One hundred and sixty schools closed for lack of funds out of 360 in 
city, leaving 116.000 children without instruction; teachers charged 
on collection of their 75 per cent salary. 22... ..0 00020. 2eeeeeeeeee 5 2566 
Opinion on rehabilitation of Mexico: no man from inside can put 
fexico on her feet; must have outside assistance; quotes Mexico 
history for 100 years; no help for them from inside; condition Mexico 
TOMMY normal: serioen be mene GN ate wc ee Bolger Dee as erent Ae eer 5 2569 
Favors plan aa with Cuba... ocsteeeoes eeu se aces oes cecacea deus ó 2572 
Discusses agrarian problem, lengthy: relates Red Cross story in Oaxaca; 
Wilson refused to have anything to do with them, although they had 
the money for supplies and expenses. ............... caetwaewetss.. ‘0. 2576 
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eener vee eeweezrneneveenenen ea eGeeeeseeeeceersneeeaeeeneeeeevoee eee eee eaeeeeeeaeneene 


cere eteen es enaneeaeeneveeevetveeaeeenernaneeeeneneeeaee 


eee er ene eer eneter ee eee ewe wee sae see eee ee ewer eere ae eae ee zrereeen Zt eee aereoe 


Lived in Mexico since 1897, State of Veracruz; speaks Spanish flu- 
ently; re conversation in room in Hotel Francis at Zacatecas latter 
art of 1915 between Gen. Francisco Murguia and Gen. Benjamin 
Hin of Carranza army; doctor was in adjoining room and could 
hear plainly; Murguia and Hill were discussing invasion of United 
States with assistance of Japanese and American Negroes, etc...... 
Re Gen. Palacios, Carranza commander at Tezuitlan, who was the 
doctor’s former coachman; now very wealthy..................... 
Re Gen. Macara, Carranza general now in Michoacan, is illiterate son 
of de la Torre; was pimp and was serving term for murder when 
released by some faction; now wealthy......................00000- 
Re Carranza elections in Tezuitlan wherein box was declared unani- 
mous for Carranza in 1916, although doctor had helped 69 Mexicans 
fill out ballots against Carranza; Mexican colonel was elected sen- 
ator and celebrated by shooting several people. ..................4- 
Was arrested in April, 1914, day after landing of Americans in Vera- 
cruz by Col. Hernandez of Huerta army; was told that Mexican 
troops had captured all border points; had captured San Antonio, 
Tex., 10 o'clock that morning and would march on Washington next 
day: was sentenced to be publicly executed in plaza at at 
1.30 that evening; execution not carried out but was forced to walk 
outor COUV cwaSic ote ected ede oho a © ote erties bea ee ws 


C a REER 


Lived in Cochise County, Ariz, 25 years; was interested in cattle 
company across the line in Sonora, Mexico; compelled to cease opera- 
tions at great loss on account revolutionists helping themselves to 
ca ionnd ROTSE ara arada aaa a N eaae AA 

Testified relative to different attacks on Naco, Sonora, Mexico, and 
killing of American citizens on Arizona side of line; became s0 bad 
that could not get juries to hold inquests over bodies of persons acci- 
dently killed in Naco, Ariz.; military did nothing to stop shooting; 
approximately 50 persons killed and wounded.................-+ 


Cattle and real estate: refers to op of former committee, conditions 
chaotic then; names companies he represents; list of their properties. 
Conditions under Diaz good; reverse now; paid ransom for McCor- 
mick, $5,000, held by Lincho Miranda; $5,000 for ‘‘ Bunk,” a Negro, 
and E. R. Spencer, same to Salazar; later paid again for “Bunk” to 
Miranda, Bunk Spencer; paid $5,000 ransom tor Englishman, 
ranch, resulted finally in his death; $5,000 ransom for W. N. Fink, 
aid to Marcelo Caraveo; $5,000 ransom for Ledwidge; $5,000 paid 

oy Wiliam Benton for his foreman, Solis; knows ransom paid ior 
Stevenson, Smith, and Knotts. .......0..0.0.. 00... c ccc cece ees 
‘onditions west coast bad; protection from Carrancistas asked for 
soldiers two weeks ago, none sent.... 0.2.02... 0.0 cece ee eee eee 
Knows and has known all factions, none give protection, no chance 
for better conditions; no honorable Mexican in power since Diaz; 
im that time there were perfect conditions and protection; none 
worthy of confidence, but Villa as good as any.............2 22202: 
Present at Obregon banquet in El Paso, Tex., just prior to Santa 
Isabel massacre. Gave absolute promises of protection and invited 
miners and Americans to return to his northern jurisdiction; gives 
names of men massacred at Santa Isabel by Lopez, Villista; 
headed party that brought bodies to El Paso; gives details as to 
massacre and how and when it was reported to him..........+-++- 
Chairman reads statement of massacre as before prior Senate com- 
TEAS A = tose air coer eran nts «Sd sltehtat cn st E 4 fugts ahs ath wt 
List of names, statement of 
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stores in side streets; was in Mexico City when lights went out, kept 
in house about that ime. 2.2... ee ce eee eens 
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Mr. ———Continued. Part. Page. 
Statement of Jose Maria Sanchez... 2.2.2.2... ee ee ee eee 10 708 
Report of Dr. Felix P. Miller. ........-......... ee ee 10 709 
Lansing note to Carranza, January 12 through Silliman, Arredondo’s , 
TODLY owitites create EE EEA Rig -sre Bane ioe 9 eats sales Sy 10 717 
Quotes Carranza guarantee upon recognition......................4. 10 718 
Statement of conductor of train, extra No. 41, out of Chihuahua, 11.50 
a. m., January 10, 1916, about massacre..............--..-.-...... 10 719 
Witness confirms to all statements of witnesses and report as just read 
into record reference to this masacre... ............22.. 2 eee eee 10 721 
Mia e ota cee o Sees pata EEA rr aionne aa eee taunts R 24 
Been on border 23 VeCard c.ccic can cde vidas eeiwiae Ses dedeeGe ee wens ooues R 24 
Was present and eyewitness to first shot fired in Nogales fight of August, 
1918; Mexican customs officer started fight; gives detailed account. R 26 
Re picture show put on in Nogales, Sonora, describing Nogales fight, 
berin Mexicans were shown butchering American soldiers, etc... R 30 
Never heard of Americans invading Mexico committing thefts. ...... R 32 
Never heard of Mexican officers delivering to American authorities 
anyone who was wanted in this country for outrages............... R 33 
Was arrested in . for having arrested a Mexican on the 
American side of the line; release obtained by personal courage of 
Vice Cony cs ecb ies ok ses Pe etd en hee R 34 
How Mr. Venado. an American, was robbed of 3,000 head of cattle by 
Mexican officials in 1917.......... 00.22 cece eee eee ee cee eee e eens R 36 
Thinks majority of Mexicans who are American citizens and who live 
on American side loyal to United States............-...22.-...00. R 43 
American merchants in secure favors from Mexican officials by 
Drier yicscce2s coe cosy wok ted ada aesaa ak ae eh eee eea ewe ce R 44 
American merchants in placed themselves in contempt of all 
good Americans by closing stores on Mexican holidays and remain- 
ing open on American holidays. ...........22 0.2 ee ence ee eee eee R 45 
e American consul appearing during Nogales fight and waving white 
flag; his official position prevented loyal Americans from killing 
him fOr: COWard ie $25.68 wav cceee maser hei eae se Hehe oe ua dade cess R 46 
Re murder of Al. P. Hennessay by Mexicans in State of Sonora....... R 47 
Murders of Americans in Sonora attributed to Yaqui Indians were in 
reality committed by Mexicans. ............0- +... eee eee cece eee R 48 
5 ec lad ae tee er Va ae CRS eee ea eee ee ee EEE 3 1 
mapori into Mexico, dynamite. implements, etc.; runs own trains in 
Mexico; American Metals Co. and the American Smelting & Refin- 
Ing Co. also run trains.........-.-. Peete SE Se ee ee 3 2 
79 to 85 per cent of all freight handled by the national lines of Mexico 
18 handled by privately owned trains........-...........-.2.22...0. 3 4 
l pay regular tariff rates to Government; no trackage fees; expenses 
of guards paid by American companies; no reduction for this; ma- 
jority of trains only run at night, account danger from rebels....... 0 3 5 
Road beds going from bad to worse; bridges temporary. many destroyed, 
built up on ties; tics in roadbed in bad shape; engine repairs made 
in Mexican shops plus 15 per cent, very expensive. ..............- 3 7 
Gives instance of bad condition of engines; revenue turned over to 
COVERING Eh oisc dust lw ee wwe ene a a Sieh ood tee cama 3 9 
Pescador, railroad director, resigned on account graft; graft in securing 
cars for freight explained.....-...- ee ree 3 11 
Explains how and to whom they deliver freight to companies. ....... 3 13 
wo Americans in Mexico City bought a lot of farming implementa; 
few davs later robbed of everything and held for ransom; not in 
bandit country, but within 10 miles of the city.................--. 3 15 
Only small enterprises owned by Mexicans, large ones by foreigners.. 3 17 
Discusses American business, American railroad men and Mexican 
railroad men; difference, Mexicans run trains for personal gain, no 
LHONEL-6F Publ ICHAT =s ecrueee te bose ni neri eedan ta eae 3 19 


21 
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Owned large ranch across line in , Mexico; during time May- 
- torena and others were fighting on his ranch helped themselves to 
cattle and horses, etc.; finally bribed one faction for $6.000 gold to 
stay away for three days till could run what cattle were left across to 
American side; appealed to Washington, but received no response.. M 5 
Taxes in Sonora increased 40 times what they were before the revolu- 


Mi eo ne ed pe eee oa ea a eo wa o Mines EEEE i: 2 
Testified relative to different attacks on Naco, Sonora, Mex.. and 
shooting of Americans on American side of line; was himself wounded 

hag been cripple since that time...........0..... 0. cece eee eee L. 2 

Nee les hs wigs oe rate beers de AG tae a O AS exe Ade 62 
Went to Mexico 1881. railroad man: American railroad men ran out 
of Mexico: reads went down immediately; Mexicans not able to 


Keep tena. 3.1 seve cee eet sae battens lee Tat reer ans Guay l4 4 
Conditions good under Diaz; began to be bad when Madero started; 

very little banditry: put down by Diaz...... 00.0... 2. eee eee eee l4 5 
When Madero fell. people were pleased with Huerta; Huerta congress 

would not back him to put down revolution; he put them out...... Ho 4 
Trouble with Caryancistas and Villistas in Panuco; mules lost, not paid 

OP E eae ase ee een eee deere eueeaek l4 $ 
Every one robbed. commanding officer, Gen. Larraga, Carrancista. 

sold to Spaniards near San Luis Potosi... eee HM 9 
Carrancistas business to rob, ete.; ——— also lost mules: we had to 

AOD o ETETE E EE PE EE haa T E A T l4 l 
Ropes put around him and another American; gives account of ex- 

WERICNCCR. E E be nants E E E E EOT Wor 
Gives description and impression of Pelaez, good ................606+ H4 H 
Little security any where in oil fields. .....nanunnanuneaenase ly l 
Relates bad conditions, robberies, ete... 20.0... cee eee eee nee es HO r 
Relates killing of Bowles and Rooney...................-. sasori Mo 
Robberies and murders not committed in Pelaez territory........---- 4 4 
Relates resistance of Americans to robbery, killed...... open mee 4 3 
Pelaez secured ammunition from Carrancistas. .........cccceee cence 42 
Gives account of trip out of Mexico, February, 1920. ............---- uH d 
Discusses attitude of Government. toward oil companies, drilling, etc.; 

Buckley can not return to Mexico... 0.000000. eee ee ce eee 4 3l 


Rather testimony would not be published; wants to return there; 
Mexican official Maderista said United States needed a President 
like Roosevelt. Roosevelt would tell us where to head in and we 


would doit- rares orius re aoa kina oan Mewcucieetnwss l4 3 
Liberty to Mexicans means license to rob, murder, etc........--+--+- 14 i 
Nr eee a aah he aa a ww Es Rea a edie otra nee ee eB Ons l 


Carranza ¢fficers responsible for robbery of pay rolls, etc.; Lieut. Col. 
Carraiges and two captains head of robbers; five peons employed, 


second time to kill paymaster..... 0.00.0. 0.0ccc ccc accceececeeeees 1 ? 
Company robbed 25,000; Carranza cfficer shot............2..002 22 1 3 
Company fed Carrancistas, did not feed Palaez soldiers; five British 
citizens murdered, June 6, 1915. . 0... eee ccc cece ccc cncueeceeeee® 1 4 
Safe robbed; commissary taken........0..0000ccccecececceeeeeeeeees Es 
Prior to arrangements, Pelaez robbed them, Gen. Chao and 300 men.. 1 ° 
and ——— explain payment to Pelaez.............6202080 1 93 
Plan of “Tierra A marilla,” return to constitution of 1857; Pelaez army , 
composed of landowners, small farmers. ..........0.0..220202 82 1 E 
American laborers of company had to get out, 1916-1918......-.--5++- 1 B 
Demanded protection from company before returning.......-+.-+2+25 1 B 
Stevenson killed, many beat up; companies of Doheny, Tex., Gulf, 
and Cortes left on account bad conditions. ..........-- eS neat ines 1 H 
Doheny godfather of Indian children, treated them well and they liked 
him: did much for people and country; explanation of why Car- 
ranza soldiers are against Americans... . os OS, SANS Os 1 4 
Carranza hostile against Americans; education of Mexicans in the 
United States causes them to hate us: - Bonillas educated l 
here: married American woman: hates us....... eerie ) WW 
Statement of Pelaez, what he would do if we intervened; letter from i 
Felix Diaz to Pelaez, and answer thereto...............2e00eee00" 1 N 
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Would not be as well protected under Carranza as under Pelaez; his 
pipe line 52 kilometers; Doheny pipe line 100 miles....... ET ; 19 
Side Dap ecg airy teens ace eo Sia E E E i wae ar ete gs iene eee aS ais 2 


‘ Made study of history and character of Latin Americans; in Mexico 
September to October, 1919; relates travels and business in church 
work; conditions of travel next to impossible, except from Laredo to 
Mexico City; all trains carried armed guards; bridges temporary, 
CAN POROUS sareuri en ne diese Gee tne Sra ig and todas eta a eae ieee 6 3 
Monterrey fairly prosperous; laborers greatly reduced; Tampico lively 
and good business; some Mexican laborers paid by Americans as high 
as $16 pesos a day, overtime, etc.; 4 to 12 pes average wages for 
peons; 1n addition to above wages, house, lights, etc., given them, ice 
and water also, and corn sold to them at cost; Americans found them 
eight years before as peons, took them, educated them, and made 
finished artisans of them; peons received 25 to 50 centavos when they 
took charge of them eight vears before..............--......022005 6 6 
Prosperity in Tampico due to oil men; gives conditions in Pachuca, 
Queretaro, Torreon; only average, dull; calls Zacatecas ‘‘The city of 
the living dead’’; only 9,000 inhabitants, against 75,000 a few years 
ago; no traffic, no work; only 300 men employed in that district.... 6 9 
Cargador told him he had formerly been a foreman in a large smelter, 
receiving 12 to 14 pesos a day, now had to carry baggage as cargador; 
cause, the revolution; did not think any party in Mexico can bring 
peace, people living on prickly pears, tunas, very poor; no corn nor 
eans and tunas only to last two months; asked what would become 
of them when tunas were gone, answered ‘‘Quien sabe; San Luis 
Potosi, poor people living on tunas, conditions bad; very little sup- 
plies in stores in Zacatecas and San Lnis; church people, bad con- 
dition; no congregation; people all gone; poorly clad.............. 6 12 
Apathetic movements, half, starved, pitiful; populace did not respond 
to music and parade of policemen; normal poia oi of Mexico City 
500,000, now 1,000,000; rural people crowded to city for lack of pro- 
tection in their homes; can not imagine how they existed, no work 
for them; streets, very bad sanitary conditions; back streets an 
abomination; worst he ever saw, worse than the crude, filthy streets 
BY T i: IE A E E E A ESTEE A ENE E 6 15 
Two hundred schools out of 360 lack funds; teachers went on strike; 
rapid-fire guns turned on them; Mexicans acknowledged it true some 
had been wounded; refutes statement of Douglas in Mexican Re- 
view of November, 1919, about good conditions there; beggars 
throng trains, men, women, and children; larger portion are not 
well dressed nor-Cléaiic..420.¢ .caeese io tiie kees ieda seei a negates 6 18 
efutes statement of Dr. Winton, in his letter to League of Free 
Nations, under date of November 26, 1919, as to good conditions in 
Mexico; witness states that while he was traveling in Mexico there 
were 17 wrecks on trains and roads over which he traveled, showing 
that the country was not at peace; 13 of them were blowups and 3 
removing fishplates and rails, causing destruction of several hundred 
lives; if that is peace, then they have peace in Mexico; Government 
controls about 25 or 30 per cent of the country; in those sections they 
have incursions of rebels.............--- 2. e eee eee eee ee eee eee 6 21 
Calls attention to our consular agent, Jenkins, taken from second largest 
city in Mexico; gives pitiful account of starving children clawing and 
fighting over banana peels thrown out of window, proving that the 


“kiddies” were hungry......- eee are .-- 6 2 
Pitiful story of hungry bov begging for fig peelings; everything of like 
nature thrown near track eaten by starving people. ...........---- 6 24 


Disagrees with Inman that troubles of Mexico caused by American 
exploitation; says it is untrue; people of Mexico have been benefited 
by Americans: eX plains<c.6i4-0.Uerse~ aneia iiaa le oo taua toni 6 25 
isagrees with Inman on class of Americans in Mexico.........---- 6 26 
Only found one disreputable American and he was a lieutenant colonel 
in Carranza’s army (see p. 136 of Inman’s book); in given locality 
in United States would be hard to find a like class who did not 
measure up to class in Mexico; generally men trained for some par- 
ticular trade go to Mexico; therefore better all-around class.......- 6 27 
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Continued. 
Refutes statement made by Inman in letter to mission board, February, 


1919, “Riot call,” ‘‘Great missionary program to be destroyed,” 
etc.; found ‘general feeling among clergymen of Mexico disgusted 
with and very bitter toward Inman for his stories................ 
Invited to a meeting in the city to protest as to Inman, but refused to 
hear anything as Inman was not present; feeling against him very 
bitter; * Wide in statement of fact, and missionaries not allowed to 
aganda work or take part in politics’; refutes Douglas state- 


do pro 
ment about ‘Growing confidence in ability of Mexican officials to set 


Government on firm foundation” ..................- eee ence eens 
High officials told him present Government could not make good, 
neither could Obregon, and the election of Obregon meant another 
revolution; asked if Gonzalez was elected or if Carranza stays in 
what would be the outcome, answers “Another revolution”........ 
Another said he would fight intervention and the invader, but would 


surrender his arms, as he was a sensible Mexican; both Mexicans 


were loyal Federals and leading and influential men; another lead- 
ing hacendado said intervention was the only thing for Mexico and 
bound to come; gives other'interviews with leading men, Mexi- 


cans, all to same effect.........2--- 2-2 ee eee eee eee eee ee eens 
Talked to many leading women of Mexico; 100 per cent wanted armed 


intervention by United States............-.-+.--+-- ieee ae 
Relates conversation with highly educated Mexican woman, who 
asked ‘How long are your American women and men going to per- 
mit us to be used as we are by our own people?” read whole story.. 
This conversation typical with all with whom he conversed; landlady 
at hotel asked them when is that American Army going to get down 
here and clean this thing up? Educated Mexican women not afraid 
of American soldier; knows the record they left at Veracruz; more 
afraid of her own soldiers than the American; Carranza army made 
up of penitentiary birds, press gang peons, recruits who lost all they 
had and enlisted in the army to get even..................----+5: 
Relates of boy and others whom he saw with ears cut off by Villa, and 
officers had their privates cut off. ........ oau 22... e eee eee eee ee ees 
Opinion mixed as to intervention by foreigners in Mexico; great ma- 
jority against it, but thought United States could settle it; Spaniards 
100 per cent for intervention; only way.........--..-----.+-+p000- 
Not able to say what should be done, but if armed intervention is the 
only way, the quicker the better; something must be done if we 
expect to be or to appear self-respecting, if course right in Spanish 
War, Philippines, Cuba, and Porto Rico, right in Mexico; does not be- 
lieve educational, religious, or charitable projects can be successful 
in Mexico without material benefits that come from industrial enter- 
prises; one needs the other.......-. +--+ 2-0 +s sees eee ete eee 
Estimate by people who know $1,000,000,000 to $2 000,000,000 
needed to rehabilitate Mexico. 150,000,000 needed for railroads 
alone, quotes English engineer; 15,000 miles of railroads in Mexico; 
recognized that force of arma necessary for distribution of money in 
Mexico: believes armed intervention inevitable; suggests that A. B. 


C. taken in on deal even if we had to pay all bills, to remove general 
distrust of United States... ....0. 02. e eee ee eee terete 
Bull fights not eliminated from Mexico; attended a brutal oue at 
Aguascalientes; refutes Inman when he says atrocities, dept edations, 
and murders exaggerated in Mexico, while in Mexico daily papers 
give horrible accounts of them all; gives many instances of insecur- 
itv, one wherein attempts in streets of Mexico to kidnap servant 
girl, she was saved by witness; this occurred at 4 p. m. at Jockey 
Club in heart of city....--- 0. - 2.0 eee eee eee eee eee ete ette 


re en Fe a oe ale Be ~moeervreerneeeee® 


Carranza policy one of interference in his district, 539; Mexican offi- 


cials told him they would not permit Mexican laborers to cross to 
fill war contracts against the German Government, as they considered 


Germany better friend than America............-ccccececeeetetre? 
Carranza officials offered to do personal service or favors for bim but 


pot for American Government.......... 0.2... c eee eee 


31 


43 


540 
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Mr. Continued. 
Carranza Vice Consul Pena, told him their passports regulations were 
not because Mexico needed it but was in retaliation of our regula- 
VION Ges E Siete oe ee ee ee ae ee ee ee ee re ETE EA 
Re smuggling ammunition io VUNG TOD tbh eens nied aie Se piai 
Re killing of immigration oflicers, Hopkins and Hill, by Mexican 
amugylers, May, 1919; Carranza customs authorities present on 
Mexican SidW'at T1M10-<.<c4 cate ns amend eeke ie aeae ak bac coc 
MT tear nba E keoe ca Gig heated via Ed, Cua SISE e i. 


aero ew ew 


eee eee we nea we 


Ca e e 


I EE E E Ga Se oS ee a a we 
SRE Se a Oe E ee wi eee 


ees 


Oe BO OS we eo el Se we wee} 


SP a RRS SS ROS IES SER MRS SES Ree, SiR ae te Re! WES ete Bre oe eS E E 
ee ee ee ee 


SP PR E OO. 0: elses 18: a ie. bw wa) “es Ge 


SEER 8: E we ele) we ees fe 


FOE eS 8 8. Oe me 68 le ee Se 


ee Oe OS SRE: eB 98S ae aR a ce! Gedo aa as de Se dale. 


SEO. OS 8 8 ne le A Ae Bice, we ete ica se" ta eee 
ee a red 
ee eee mw we ew Be we weve 


RSS ee: fe Oi ey 0, a) ele 14 ee te. ee ee ew 


TO 8 Re a ee. ee Ge. Teak Ge ca ake 


Ran out of country by 
$75,000. No claim filed.........0....0..000000.000......... 


eeetekt eae 


horses so could not round up..............2...0..0008, 
Re killing of his cattle for hides by men 


eoeorwvee eee aa 


SESS OO © 6h a ee eee Ss She Se eee wee: eee 
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M 12 
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M 19 
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Rr tice eae beh ou aude een heen E Sacer sane ea aan tirs 
Action, direct, socialiste and 1. W. W.’s.......2.--. 0-2 eee eee ee ee eee 
Activities: 
At Laredo, Tex................... sta useage rere E EPEE E ENE 
Carranza ali Ay G28 aAA T E E EEOAE FER N 
German Alexia 63654 fae ob eos Sean eee A E E Vee ad bee ae ohh 
Mexican Government, through Carranza.............0.0.. 02 cece eee 
Pro-German, of Carranza, to be offset.........-.....0. 022 c cee eens 
Affidavits: 
Filed with State Department.......... otha ones nacho eee metus 
Of Mr. , kidnaped by Villistas .2:.2s2c.. sewis es ben ebewceclcs 
Agrarian law, Sonora. :sccscssbeaas eas dda bbe de dbeewewedvadeewcd wewean 
De la Huerta, governor, letter of. 2.0.00... 2.2.2 cece eee ee een eee 
PIOUIGM sition tet cu ns sue snatelenn pasa act oneh aaa a acc ds: 
QU CHO oe 8 ote cea Gea eran in nan Ue aaah eed eae eee AO ke tae 
Agua Prieta, attack on: 
BY Gen BIANCO h 2-26 cerete hehe eee pee awe ae MEE ee ee ere 
BY Gen WV As seas ar innana Ea E ea ad weeGaretia a a BG eo aa aie cel ox aa. 
POU OT E e behead EE E Rit nce atin bed. a dtc N E T E E EE 
SHATENOIGETS Olze ereere r i Ennn ASE Mees ta E AT Aa EVERA 
Aguilar, Candido: 
Efforts to save daughter from........... 02. cee ee eee eee ee eee neces 
Tribute paid to.......2...2 020.0222 Oe Teme Eee Tae ee 
Alliance, Carranza-Spaniards. ........-.02 002 ce eee ee eee eee cece ete ees 
Altend ort, Dr-P Be. bss ope tthe ee tena ected Means amr ge tte haan 
Alvarado, Sulvador: 
Agent, publicity, for revolution..............- 00.00. cece eee eee eee eee 
Aguilar, Candido, describes... .......0-- 222.2 c cece cece eee e eet e ee een 
ANG: TODKIDS 2.504 socks os tale atten eet ocaeW ound Aa ES 
Anti-Carranza propaganda.......... 0002. c cece et cece ete e eee e eee e cease 
Arbitrary Methods Ol. 26 riren A ncd eee ew eee eee E A EA 
Atrocities— l 
Carranza allows to keep in power... .---.-------eee eee eee ee eeee 
Mex COren Cae Sree ai acec lees aor s Roan es 
Bandits, reason for leaving...... o...n 0000 e eee cee eee cee eens 
Berlanga, M. A., servile tool of Carranza..............0-.00. 20.00.0200 
Bolshevism, center Ol saccade suc us wenn eae Ot dewa wade ba ee sa tacaewesees 
Bonillas— 
Accepta NOMINATION. sssr lees sce esas tees eedt ewe econ seated 
Derribos s teeta sew Gs wore ind yaa EA oon ees 
Interferes with legislation, United States Senate................ 
Running for Carranza) sic.c2ceacs corek dba teoniee eaer AN 
Cabrera, Luis, hatred for Americans.........-.... 200-20. eee e eee eee 
Calles, describes, as Satan ...........0 0-20 e cece c cece cece cence enc eees 
Canceled: money iS8Sue8. ...... cus 502 See Sea ceeoveeseidaaged seen aus 
Carrancistas responsible for outrages...---...-.... 2... eee eee eee eee 
alranza— 
Could have eliminated Villa........-.......0...00.0..... 0.006. 
Declared against Huerta. .....-.---- +2 sce t ce cece eee c ween eens 
Describen 6. tevieiaickntas be enw tee Seine bene eee 
Lanatie. 2 Gola we ears Re tpanetideedSnk Sas inen Na cesedeecaees 
Political plans Oly cede. cstd ieee enn Ea 
Revolted against Madero........-...-...0. 0 cece eee eee eee eee 
Theltfrom:Government..s 2.324.686 5 veka ca mcdahb ous case ey Saas 
» v Will De killed dc ccuiwers tane eei aden isene ARA EOS 
Dictator, merciless, inhuman........-...- 2... eee eee eee eee eee 
Diaz, Felix, oath to Kill .daeseee 5 coh ios eieedsess cnn cadeesne shee’ 
Dieguez, Gen. M. M., describes. ........-.......... EOR 
Ditch Oprorony toss araa i eT OR EE E EA EE aE ONE 
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Alvarado, Salvador—Continued. 
Division of land, Indians refuse............-60 20. - ee ee eee rece ereees 7 W 
Elections, Carranza’s method for stealing..........-...262-e+eeeeeee 20 2923 
Families, soldiers’, left in Sonora....... 2.2.22. eee eee ee eee ees 20 2971 
Forces of, defeated by Diaz and Pelaez.........-...----+:e sere eee 20 2938 
Governs under revolutionary plan............. 2-2. ence cece ee ene eens 19 28% 
Gonzalez, Pablo— 
Dori DCA schon sad towed pan TANER EAEE IAE woes 20 2029 
Manitestos of, in Pueblacs¢ 02 0%2eosswetea svdeieneaareeenee 20 2930 
Ordered become pro-ally.......-.- 002.22. e eee eee eee e cece eines 20 2931 
Gutierrez, Manuel Rodriguez, describes. . .......-.-----2+-+eeeeeees a 2999 
Hinojosa, Cosme, letter of. . 2... 6.06.2 220 eee eee ee eee ete eee eees 20 2624 
Intervention sure, predicts........... 0.022 eee eee eee eee ees 20 2922 
Letter, open, to Carranza, Obregon, Gonzalez..........--.---.-.05+5 1 3 
Mexico not safe for Mexicans............ 2... cece eee cee eee e eens 0) 2997 
MilliOnaitGs Berlei edo pare oases OTOR ne EO ETAREN W 2938 
New York— 
In, to finance revolution........... 0.00. cece cece cece eee e eee enees 20 AS 
a Carran Aeaee ET E A Bales ate A eee 29 2915 
Pavmasters, defaulting. ssr reeset engia eee cece eeka rinna H W 
Pelaez, M. Oath to: killorcciseresssedeasipen easain enan ws .. 20 37 
Plan to remain in power.........---- EE RER AETA healed Sere aa 9) 2991 
Propaganda to fool the United States. .................-.-.-.e eee 20 2931 
Publicity bureau for candidacy........ 2.0.0... 2. eee eee eee cence ees 90 2937 
Record in Yucatan 
RPG DER ie cued as bao ou ewe Pe a eed eee Sew cea tsage ene 20 20% 
One Ol DIIGO con ensk eco hee ee ert wi ieee aoe eee ae 20 2911 
Represents Obregon... ....---- 22-0 cece e ete eee ee nee eee 19 28% 
Revolution— 
Pn SONG EET E SE E Oren E E T o... 20 W 
Obregon— 
amoula N ossi ar EAEE AE EE EE somes 20 207 
Not hoad Olecietemtakate woo eee peru Nae ae E E 20 2027 
Moba csc cee tens bee Ged he venta cae ina eeat ae meena eee 20 2427 
Worst approaching sci cecnein sa. ewan wind da Ena niaes W AN 
Rouaix, Pastor, describes. ......- 022-2 e eee ence drenke ipese 20 2924 
Scheme lor Presidency secsi3 4a ty acess oo ous oiiaee Rees 7 8 
Ceizel railroads Cll. 24 oh be aare a Sage eee ASAS EEO 7 8TH 
Socialistic enterprise in Yucatan... ..... 2.2... eee eee eee es Pics Sih) ol 
Speech against President Wilson. .......... +++. + 2. e eee eee ee eeee ees 20 29%) 
Summons of, by Senate subcommittee. ......... 00.6 e eee ee eres 1 2N 
Vigita hy ASIIN@tOlG coskGes acct E AE cua hence tees 19 95 
Wealth of, from poverty. ... 0.6.2.0. eee eee ee ce reece ewan ees m AY 
Zapata, murder Of. . 2... ee eee eee eee ee eee eee eee tees I MW 
Alvin, A. D., testimony of. 2 2.0.6.2 cee enie ee eee ee eee e aaea 8 1088 
American enterprise to advantage of Mexicans... 22.2... cece cere eee ee Wo ri 
forcea competent to handle Mexican situation. .........--.0-. 10 1573 
Americans: 
In colonies illtreated....-. cron cee cece ee cece meen e cee nenes 11 V18 
In Mexico— 
And Mexicans. good feeling between .................66-- ore 99 N 
Arrested hy Mexican troops . 2.0.6... eee cee cece cence neees 15 2179 
Attitude— 
Their Government toward . 22... 2. ee ec eee eeees § mi 
To American Government... 22... ee eee ee eee eeeees 9 8 
Blessing to country, not exploiters... 22... eee eee eee cee g 14% 
Brought out by British officers. 22... .. 0.2 eee eee ee eee nees 15 2181 
Capture and ransom of..............-2.. OREN 10 1572 
Common people of Mexico friendly to... 0.2.2... eee eee eres 19 2844 
Compelled to leave Veracruz... 02. 22 ccc cee cee ee eee eee ee eees 15 2185 
Crossing border must go unarmed . 2.22.22 eee ee ee ee eee eres 22 3242 
Diaz decree protecting. 2... occ eee e eee eee eee? _ 11 17% 
Dictators, military, enemies of...............65 etn eee 19 2# 
Feelings against, and other foreigners. ..........++++: EEST 13 1972 
Four. murdered, Lower California... ......0.2.0.. eee uea Ne Ti 
High elass in Mexico.............csccesccccceceeess Ne wee 18 21 
List, additional, of. killed in Mexico.... ROLOS La Maceitaies ý e 


Lopez killed, at Santa Isabel... le eee ee ee cw nese 
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Americans—Continued. . 
In Mexico—Continued Part. Page. 
Near Mexican ports, report ON. ........-.- see cece eee c ect cees 22 3207 
Not allowed to go armed . . 0.2... cece ee eee cece cece cece eee 22 3240 
Opinions of, as to what ought to be done. ..................2... 9 1454 
Paid for what they got. ...........scececse cen cece ces eecceceeee 9 1433 
Pan-Latin Bolshevists, enemies of................. eee eee eee ee 19 2844 
Peons believe can do with, as they please....................... 1l 1723 
Plan to drive out........... Samus eeann Eas ee eee 18 2726 
Policy of United States ordering, out of Mexico................ 9 1423 
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Hancock ranch, loss of stock. .... 2.2.0.0 e eee ceeess 10 1527 
Horses— 
Customs Inspector Webb..............00 00. c ce ccc cece ee eeees 10 1529 
Of C. W. Enders taken................ Sone IN A te cea e ee 8 1080 
Garrett, demands for, frequent............0..000 00 cc ccc aae 13 1964 
Hotel Ritchie, Columbus, N. Mex., burned..................020005 10 1603 
House, Dr. Hunter, E E E A AE ial ok 8 A 
9 1 
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Damage and destruction to property—Continued. Part. Page. 
Losses near Los Fresnos, Tex...-------s--2-2--rer cr ec rte 8 1262 
McBee cattle stolen....-.---------ee eee ee eres e ERTS EA 8 1013 

Doo oS ee ean eRe SAM eI RaN EEOSE es 8 1016 
Manley, Dr. Paul, lost everything.....----------+--2srrrrrrte rr 15 2196 
Metzenthin, house burned, Stack stoletica.cccccevsenccos ainar S 1105 
Miller, W. W., losses of....-------:--ercetssccescrrtr ‘ 8 1069 
Mining, at Alamo, Lower California, destroyed ....--..--------+-+--- 14 2126 
Moore, damages, Columbus, N. Mex......----2 2-0-2 e reer reste 7 962 
Negro robbed.....-----.-+s-eprcrssreterrstrs nner 8 1165 
Oil companies, safe robbed at Tuxpam....----------++77+0- 5000 rrr 14 2131 
Pay roll stolen...-.----20---seecerteeccesrrs erste 2 589 

DOccccd ciate bake eRe ee Seer eee see e eter erect er erees EEA 2 599- 
Paymasters, oil companies, robbed, Tampico-.-.--------------------- 10 1663 
Piedra Blanca Cattle Co., robbed.....-------++r72rsrrcrrrreettete 8 1135 


Petit ranch, Texas, cattle stolen....---.----2-e-07eereeeceeesetecere 10 1628 
Plantation, Garrett— - 


Ruined crosant n e a ee Se ene ee eee tie eee see 13 1975 
Destroyed....----------- EEOAE sede arin ENE 13 1963 
Power plant at El Oro dynamited.....-----+--++2seeeree este ettet 8 1096 
Poe PETAS s E a eae 9 1454 
A. E. Frasier, loss of all..-..-------------crrccr ttt rrr 8 1147 
Ranch, Rathbone, complete -loas....--------- 2 550 
Robbery: -_--- a a E 
M. Garcia, LOxaescaiind se entrina cents ose re taser eon tener 8 1320 
Baldwin, Tex-s ciie eee Sends eas Serna ee ress teers hese 10 1559 
Store at Salinero, Texas...--------++-rerrersrc rss ttre 8 1320 
Alexander’s store, P eta cesenseewese: ~6 1256 
WB. Prasiétsc csi. ccecesenese eee expen eae e et sree tints 8 1142 
Saddles, books, etc., Garrett, PuUrMmeds cvece E E 13 1966 
Schuls— 
Disarmed and robbed....------------+rrrrrrrrrrsrttr rs 8 1065 
Wife robbed on train...---------2+-srrrrrtrct ttt 8 1065 
Shultz robbed. «-s.csees=<oeee cen esas pte he eea 10 1496 
Scrivner’s store robbed and burned....---------ee eee eect eerste tee 12 1908 
Sturgis ranch, Chiapas, total loas....-...-------+-5rrrretttrtt treet 7 935 
Sugar plantation, Rathbone, robbed....--------cer cece eres e sr etees 2 548 
Theft— 
From auditor Tabasco Plantation COs E E E E ee 9 1383 
Watch and surgical case, Dr. Horton...----------+--++-+2e0e0-87- 11 1721 
Veater house burned....-----------srsrcerestetrt rs 10 1490 
Vista Hermosa Sugar Co., total loss Uke uteesaeeecomeet vase “2O-s2208 
Property confiscated......----------rrrrrcttrrettrstrrrt 15 2208 
Ward, J. G., robbed....-------- can ae E EASE AaS 8 1166 
Whatley, Miss, robbed by Maderistas....-..-------+--+222e0ertrrceee 8 1084 
Wright; Mrs. Mary, losses....---------++---crrrcrecrrter eset 8 1026 
Damages and outrages: 
Abduction of Mexican girl.....-.------s-s-ecrcrrrt reer 8 1115 
At Atancador Colony. ..0<-sie022 pradeei hinda ero tree eee eee g 992 
At Chamal colony...-------------se rescore 8 986 
Bailey ranch destroyed...----.------essecrsrtescr seer 8 1027 
Baird and Neal stabbed .....-------------7-trcrrcrr g 1151 
Blocker ranch— l 
Cattle driven Off iaiera-seesegenea tere Wemester Rete nee 8 1179 
Stock take@ticionsas dudes ose erg semen ssn ent S ete PRS 8 1178 
Conrad and Huff wounded owe sok sack Het ae eetee eet eaeeenc ee reee 8 1257 
Depredations....--------eceerecterrer TT tr TITTI ITIITI NIIIN 8 993 
Forbes and Martin POUNCE sacnuwvexiede wae esos wie See ES 8 1257 
Frost, A. B., wounded tic itcktaesenesapssene ewes AEAEE 10 1615 
Gourd, Misses— 
Rape T wo ae ede R GR Ree Tae E Sine OS ARR 8 1142 
Fav ish Odes see eriei ose aie eee eee eS ae ee T 13 1950 
A E iene ne ame mean Ne me earn eee Sree te 8 1041 
Harvis, wounded, OX RS E oWeaie's catenin ee ee a eet See ee 10 1532 
Home of Elias burned, Texas.....----- 22 cecess errr 10 1519 
McCain and Wallace wounded, Texas. ...-- eases Marine aueeas Sees -8 1270 


Medlin and McElroy, arrest of......------- EOE ETEA er 8 1143 
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Damages and outrages—Continued. Part. Page. 
Metzenthin’s sister assaulted..... 2... ccc e eee c ee eeees coe 816 
Monohan and Huff wounded, Texas............-... 0.2.2 c cece ee cee 8 1286 

_ Montell’s store burned, Texas...... 2.0... 0.2 ccc eee ccc cece ec en anes 10 1518 
Moore, Mrs., wounded, Columbus, N. Mex.................2.0....2.. 7 939 
Morii of Mrs. Sturgis starved to death............ E cea eae 7 94 

Oe ead tlre ele tas eeyatunet A A tee acta ea ea T 869 
Negro’s wife ravished. 06 yicsosgs50iecdc sunny dy Heed eesbaseedssadeen 8 1165 
Personal ire eke seat seas eae Oee ea eeawod wane at eh AAA 2 533 
Plantation, La Esmeralda rubber, destroyed. ..................0.0. 15 24) 
Ranch near Acapulco destroyed............ cece cece c cece ccc cecees 8 1088 
Robberies at Tampico. cic ssiv seca usone coadbc cud uces vigcdawowsesies 2 53] 
Dolosse to ranana cea Saiealsl eae seed ee eel NFE Gara eee 8 106 

Soldiers wounded— 
Noras: TeK otic Sosa tees weenie cesar obi ecicewoane eas 8 1310 
One, Glenn Springs, Tex......... 2.2.0.0 ec ccc cece cence eeeee 10 1518 
Two American officers wounded, San Benito, Tex................... 8 1182 
Two American soldiers burned, Glenn Springs, Tex.................. 10 1518 
' Willis. H. J., wounded, Texas.......... 20.0 ccc cece ccc c cee ceees 8 1342 
Dato, Pablo, German and German agent..............0. 02 ccecececceccees 0 30% 
Documentary evidence to prove. ... 2.2.2... ec cece eee c cece cee cenes 1 3026 
Dean, Edwin G., testimony of. .... 2.0... 0. ccc cc cece ac cee cece cence 10 1612 
De Bekker, L. J; testimony OP ce een ik eee A AE E te Pe eshlend 2 BI 
Telegram quoted DY occ osotsc on ctevitele ewe wuss senile cua caeedecaies 2 345 
Decree, Carranza, death on strikers...........0. 0. ccc cece ccc cece neceeces 19 2839 
Delamain, G. O., testimony of.......... 0.2.00. c cc cece cece ec ceenceeceees 8 11% 
Ranch foreman of, ransoM............ 200. eeccesecceccscececeecsese 8 1179 

De Negri: 

Abuses DCWSPAPers......--. cee cee cece cece ccc ccccececacncucees 90 2953 
And Bonillas to ruin Fall, Hanson, etc...............0.02ceceeeeeees 20 2052 
: Conferences WIth Gs csc date wel ivi EEEE naaa ARER 20 2943 

Criticizes. Fall sss seats adv ease tab saad ic as Aaa E 20 2952 

Feelings of, toward Fall, etc.......... 0.0.0 .ccccccce cee ccececececees 90 2946 

Letters— 

In relation (0s25..dsase2 kok i in Gd Sins kG Pe ae Bae Seats 20 2900 
To New York Herald “bunk” ......... 2.0.0... cc cee ce cece cenes 90 2953 

Offer to publish derogatory information..............2..0cceceeeeees 90 2945 

Offer of $100,000 if above are ruined........... Boy tack aa nen nhc ae Ea 20 2946 

To purchase documents e-.5-05.6o5.c0 sie eeucwis ae Swen a'cnewees sannde 20 2946 

Outrages on Mexicans in United States......... 0.02. ccc eee c ence eee 20 2988 

Threat to assassinate Fall and Hanson............ 0... ccc cece eee cces 90 2956 

Fall warned soss durenie ae e PENER a acatemenseoseuts 20 2956 
Hanson warned: seca sce msauduesovs uneven cteeeuanbunes 20 2956 
Deportations: 
eT e son sees eeisas Mae eagwesceslioe Buwannce E S ee 12 1882 
Causes leading tO sesese axes a cteewieceud to nsd sees a N rO RENES 12 1886 
sG ARETAN A E PETEA E e a 15 2240 
Depredations. See Damages and outrages. 
Desvernine, Raoul E., testimony of his WER Ore ee er EAA A 7 6 
Not adviser of Carranza................... S chief tee ewesesee 7 907 
No part in bail matter of Jenkins............ 0... cece eee e eee eeees 7 908 
Desvastation: trip of. 25-26 us sees ex Sachets cSelie sted ca lcieeenscaneheeres l4 2136 
Diaz Colony, colonists driven from......... 22... cece eee eee cece cee eenes 18 2731 
Diaz, Felix: 
And England coscesstexdecesnskseiowseercelesse eyal eohoeseseends 20 2978 
And Japan.....-.---+---++---- EUR ene EN EE Re EAT Mem oe 20 2978 
Correspondence and Code@8.......... 0... ee cee cece eee e cece ceeceeenes 20 2978 
Shannon letters t0«.cseeee ele trr web dete aan eierne yu sueocase ak 2 2978 
Diaz, Porfirio: i , 

Controlled Mexico by threat of intervention............-.0.ececeeees 18 2701 

Country safe Under- .....essoero cece c ecw eee ete ne cece scaceccecceeee 18 2685 

Law and order UNC? os scessasesedecedens oxtuccedng cueeckwavaewes 11 1755 

Miztec Indian..-....-- aoa cra AG Sa ats ese tcl yan T heed road cen toa 19 2815 

Honest MaD anessan eeee etek a wen a r bus Good eeatia ses 19 2864 

Official family grafters............ 0. cece cece cee cece cece eee ceeectes 19 2864 

Liked Americans - 25c0c cs tsicc sien cm tnxn sousuasd e EaR 18 2722 

Dickman, J. H., testimony of.-....-.... 0... cece ccc e cece eee eeeee 9 1372 
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Dictatorship necessary to Mexico........-...-2.---- sere cece eee eee eens 22 
es: 
Averages higher than in United States..............-.-.----20------. 19 
Venereal . .....- 02-0 - eee eee e rece cece crete eect eee nce eseeeeee 1 
Documents in appendix to Hanson testimony. .........-......-2+2-2000 22 
Dodds, S. S., testimony Olwecsccvcnnn saci css ecageveress.cesececd asec 8 
Dodson, Thomas M., letter from, to editor of Regeneracion................ 17 
Doheny, Edward L., testimony of........-----------2 ee eee eee ee eee eee 1 
Enemies of, Mexican Government attempts to make................. 1 
Research foundation. .......... 22-2 cece cee cece ccc ee ewe eee een neee 1 
Donoho, Harry C., testimony Of........-..--- 2-2-0 eee eee cee eee eee eens 14 
Douglas, Charles A... .....--- 00-2 e ee cence ee eee ee cece eee eee ee eee eens 6 
ays United States wishes to discredit Senate subcommittee.......... 20 
Strong letter to Pablo Gonzales. ........--.------- Sythe Scestatat cases 20 
Dowe, O. C., testimony Of..........-- 22sec eee eee eeee eee e cece neces 10 
Draft explained to Mexicans........-.--------+2-eeeeee ees sce sinnowGaaieties 8 
Dublan colony: 
Mormons, exodus of, from. ....-.------ eee cece eee ee eee ne ees 18 
Raid on, by Salazar. ..........---:e eee cece cece eee eee e eee eee enee 18 
Dunn, James, letter to, from Melbourne..........----..-2--0-- ee eee eee. 17 
E. 
Eck, R. H., testimony of......--.--- 2-222 eee cece cece cece eee ee eee eens 10 
Economic control of Mexico. . 22... 2... ee eee eee cece eee eee cece cece eens 19 
Edmunds, George L., testimony of..........-..----.--- eee eee eee e eee eee 2 
Education: 
By Catholic Church good wxccecccdscwrciensscrweveacwedesteeientet 18 
Of Indians G@scri bed wc scckci cic inian tee te See a cose cenea’ 18 
Election, 1912, votes IN..........- eee ee ee eee eee ee eee reece eee eee eee 18 
Elections: 
MOXACOs iis ksi e 5 eee hin 0S eo oe Re Se ee OER On Eee Na nes 13 
V Oa tall Seer ec Wowk ero d Saas ONES SN ve Pada ee ls euesced at 19 
Veracruz oera eee ae eee eo eS ehe en eees aeaa 010 
Five classes disfranchised..........-.- 0-2 sc ccc e cence eee eeee 19 
Elias, Mother, testimony Of...........0..0ceeece eee csceeennteceeeeeeeee 18 
Carranza, first trouble under........-.-.-----0secceeeeeeeeeeeeee eee 18 
Diaz, no trouble Under esebi renne Eae aed ties Venema 18 
Discalced Carmelite, &....---200022eeece cnet te eeeteeceeeeeseeeeees 18 
Nuns— 
Four, hiding in Mexico... ....--- eee eee eee eee eee cece ee eee eee 18 
Lewd women posed a8......--.220 22sec cee c eee ee eee e ce ceee sees. 18 
Priests held for ransom. ..-...-- ew canangen ode sneiexsoe laces soucds 18 
Returned to Moricone 10.050 rene OPA An a ROEE O aE ESE 18 
Sisters— l 
About to become mothers. ......--0---050050050000000000n00 2... 18 
And priests, sport of church. ..... eda be conse ah ee Seatecg thee: 218 
Attempts to rob. ..-- 2. eee e cece eee c este cence eee ee nnes 18 
Kept in hills with soldiers.........2--20--+..seeeeeeeeeeee cess 18 
Ellis, Jamies E. testimony Of i... s.a0cede5 t ginisa ieseana eoat ae Ee 8 
Emery, Sloan W., testimony of. ........0--0eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeceeeceeeeeee 15 
Enders, C. W., testimony o a E O e ea e 6 
Horses of, taken. ........0ccccsoosecssecesseseseeccsnesosesesesoso 8 
Claims for, filed... 2.2... eee cece cece eter ec eee cece nese eeeeee 8 
Ranch owner, Santa Rosalia, Chihuahua. .......--...............-. 8 
Enemy trading act... ..---.- eee ee ence e ete eect ee tec e esc c eee ecnees 19 
Esteva, Miguel A., testimony Of... ..--------2s-- sere reese ee eee eee enone 9 
Consul of M@XICO. .... 0. cee ewe cc eee cere ete cece ccc ewww n nec e ence 9 
Experts: 
American financial, to Mexic0.....ceesecee eee cece eee e eee c eee ee nees 1 
Citrus, from California... ....-.- eee e eer nee eee cece cece eens 22 
Exodus of families from Chamal colony, Tampico. ...................6-- 8 
Extradition of criminals. .......--------0-2eee sees erect cece cece cee e eens 12 
Difficulties of...........2-2 cece cece eee e reece ee te nen e cence eee ne ee 8 
Discusion Of iecccadcuncesde kee ee cc wehe see ee ee Se ewewe sect teeta 8 
Im eee cal ots ees E eS eae E See ate tu clea aa nee 8 


Pedro Baz and Antonio Rocha, granted...........---.--2-..seeceeee 8 
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F. Part. Page. 
Factions will never get together. ..... 2.22... - eee ee eee ee ee eee eee 18 2743 
Fall, Senator A. B.: ` 

Cabrera, Luis, telegram to....-.... 2... 000. e eee eee eee eee ence e ete 8 1019 

Criticized in Mexico. ..... 2. cee en ee ect e ec c eee nent ees 10 168 

Evidence, documentary. ... 2... 2.0.00 s csc c eee e cee iterna uasin 8 1226 

Interests Of. MOXICO. 221 intor eee sone E E ok SEEE ERANS 19 2793 

Gistement olana An re R a e E EEES 8 1130 

Letter— ` 

To President Wilson. . 2.2... 2. cee ecw ee eee eet eee cece ceeees 19 27% 
To; trom. T. V. RONCKO +242 cuatctakacadmebinctadeearasenee sets 20 297 
Mexican secret service investigating...........-.2 22. cee cece eee e eee: 8 11% 
On purpose of subcommittee... ..-..--. 2-2-2 eee eee eee eee e wees 12 1862 
Resolution of, danger of, if passed.............- 22 cence cece cece ee eees 20 2987 
Scheme to murder....... E ceca eden E A cert atten 90 2952 
Senate resolution— l 
No: 127, refugees, El Pas0.c dies sndiee cig eadceideeee scoala 17 2640 
No. 335, Sixty-second Comgress..............c0eeeeeeeceeeeceees V7 4% 
Evidence taken under......... 2.2... cece eee e eee eee cees 17 24% 
Report Oe s.42 vet nt sess akea ae AIONE NEA 17 WH 
Subcommittee, proposal to ruin...... 2.262222. cece eee e cee eens 20 2058 
Famine 1: Mexico errire oie eee ese oe Bae S ae Satis eee ves 19 2872 
Farms, acreage of, in United States and Mexico.....................206 18 2689 
Faulkner, plantation. ..........200cces enn e ens e tc E ceeeteseeaennes 8 1073 
Favela, Juan: E 
Burn oil fields... . PEE EA I E ays E EN EN 20 2974 
Dancetour osse ooa EE E EE SEEE 20 974 
German spy and linguist. . .....-.... 2.2. eee eee cece cece ence eens 20 2975 
Plan to assassinate Fall, etc... 22... cee eee ee cece eee cee eees 20 2970 
Report on, Villa, Columbus, N. MOK fenced ecto ces vate ese 10 159 
Secret service agent, Carranza. . 2.2.2... eee cee eee reece 20 2969 
Figueroa, Anselmo M., letter: 
And money order from— 
P. -Cinerer 6 (0323223655 suuiee st heed Geud EAA 17 25% 
GOK taal. toss. css ethane ee A AA EEE NE 17 25% 
From H. A. Crecelius 1044 @ b. cancer die eee le cee eive ids eeeede heats 17 2499 
Two, to, from Ida CHO oe oa eh E ect T eae ete 17 2498 
Figueroa, Emiliano Lopez, testimony Of nose -dcnge cd oid once eee testes 7 8% 
Not in Mexican secret serviCe.........- ccc eee ee cee cece eee e ee eeee 7 9%% 
Protests against testifvying....-.......-- 2. cece eee eee ete eee 7 8% 
Finances of Me@XICO. o 2.2.2.2 ence eee ee eee cece ne Ea A E 5 727 
TOR Til Mis Nae eecemde te one cena weenie sees anid dine eet eee 3 oll 
Flag, American: 
in Tampico 10CldGit ..ccsiacduse those weve EE 6 77 
Mexicans tore up, at Tampico...........0. 0. eee cee ee ee eee eee eee ll We 
Torn and burned at Guadalajara ..... 2-22. eee eee eee eee eee eee 8 llt 
German captured, from raiders in Texas..........-.....60.02022-eeee 8 1291 
Fletcher, Ambassador: 
Cartridges, release of, for Carranza............ EIEE a EN E 19 2867 
Hissedin MEX 1CO aise os eae a e O a AOSE 20 2967 
Nieto, to negotiate With. -ssi cacans set riese insni cde pea a aniksa 19 2867 
E E A A E E E A E S T 19 2867 
Would not acts«<a04460s0saeeeess aero Deas iets E EE E 20 2895 
Flores, Chino, Confessiones roes enasi gaiei nae EE e EA 8 1297 
Fiy, Col. B. F., aided in kidnaping near Yuma.......-...-..0++++-+0008 14 2068 
Food question. ..-.-------- cla ee chin esheets ee earl ke Nena cies seta etd Seatac dee as 22 3208 
Foodstuffs: ; 
Bought by American colony, sold by Obregon..............+--0++++ 9 1391 
— Embargo on, in 1915...--.--0 2-22 e a aa 9 1391 
Exportation of. ..----+---+-++++--+-- RNY Cee er Rite 6 804 
While the people starve:.s..c06s52cu a ceutenswencdedecmewdet oe 9 1391 
Ford, Dr. C Oscar, testimony of... 22.2.2... 0c cece cece cence eee nen eees 1) 1677 
Foreigners: 
Pernicious, expelled a5, oc sorrerer iiu rE nae EEEE EANES 14 2038 
Treatment accorded E esta tat Stee E E a or N E E S E eS E E E E E E 13 19 
Forres. Henry. testimony Ol techs EAA N TR aries be hatin 8 1186 
ata Ti, Be Dic hmeo cast dosent Ee e a ec cae ced een 22 3284 
Disagrees with preachers as to peace in Mexico..............-2-+0+++ 8 lid 
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Forres, Henry—Continued. Part. Page. 
Not allowed to denounce own land. -.:....-...- 22-22 cece eee eee eees 8 1189 
Recalled. wsclewes cbins cede sdOl a bees Lessee shee ERE EMER ees ee eeys 8 1241 
To denounce own land, bribery necessary...:.:....2.2-+--+-+--+---+-- 8 1189 

Forrest, Wilbur, testimony of..........- 0... 2-2 eee eee sete eee eee cece ee 14 2046 
Left Mexico to escape capture. .....-.--.---+ eee rere 14 2051 

Foundation, Doheny Research..........------+--e-eeee eee e reer er eeees 1 271 

Frasier, W. E., testimony Of. .....--.-- 2-6 -b eee cece cence cet e eer eees 8 1141 
General business, Blalock colony....--.------+---+++++-seeereteeeeee 8 1141 
Jailed by Mexicans. ....----------- eee cere eee errr eee icwendebeas 8 1145 

Freedom, religious, in Mexico........---- aaa a E osiaias 18 2670 

Frezieres, F.. account, expenses, from J ulio Mancillas...............--..- 17 2500 

Frias, Gen. Nicaragua, conspirin with Mexico and Germany..........-..- 22 3216 

Frost. Archibald B., testimony of. ....---..-------20+eeseteeereeeeeeees 10 1614 

Fruits: 

Citrus— 
Acreage Of.....----2- cece reece cere enter erst tenes cease seceaes 22 3224 
Destroyed. ..-- dons adenio nag ee eee tes tenner eatslec eaten tesa sen aes 22 3228 
Other, in same sectlon....-------+--+-+-++-- bee eee eee eee eee een eee 22 3226 
Production, Tampico........----- fs fee ee cece eect eee e eee e eee e eens 22 3226 
Fuller, Paul....-------- E eee csi deem eta tae a hea ie ae ace re peae 6 8l4 
Funston, Gen. Fred., attitude at Veracruz..:...-.- a niaiaeea ones eam eats 9 1440 

G. 

Gale, Lynn: 

Close to Carranza.........-- 2. ee eee eee rer rte c cere eee e cece eee 8 1237 
Investigated.......----+----- Peper er rere terete ee rere reer 8 1236 

Galindo, Miss, the Carranza doctrine.....--.-------ese eee eet ee er eee cess 7 904 

Gamboa, great statesman. .--------+------+> Tee cee eee e ener cent neces 18 2722 

Gandara, Prof., Mexico Citymap er A teem eee Ene se N Re 22 3295 

Garbanzo crop, handling of.....---.----+---++ee reer cere rere rete tree eee 12 1854 

Garcia, Andres G.: 

Letters Of....- 22 - eee cree eee e erent eter tte e eset eee eteeeeeces 20 3000 
Obregonista. ..-. eacdenseceeenennnaracccrtenereerccearseessteneeeces 20 2926 

Garcia vot invasion Of ......----+--+eee creer teeter este tet e eee 18 2733 

Gardner, C. L., yestimony Of......--------- +22 ee eee ere rete etter neces 8 1111 
Conductor, railroad.....-.--..--2- sees reece reece cece tress rete t eres 8 llll 

Garrett, William C., testimony Of......-----+-+--- esse cece terre terete eee 13 -1961 
Planter of henequen, Tamaulipas........------+---+-eeeeee creer eee 13 1962 

Gates, William......-..-.---ceec ccc n erence reser er e a a aa 2 335 
Testimony Ofri cadwexness meee E online Node eae ere eis ee eae 1 305 

DO... ccc ccc ccc ccc ce cece cents escent ete een c cere csscccceees 19 2806 
Archseology— 
Interested in.....--..- cece eee ee cette reteset eee 19 2811 
Wrote articles On....-....0ee ee ee eee eee erence ete t ec eeee 19 2811 
Article of, David Lawrence quotes ...-------------ee sere cre eeee 1 306 
Article by— 
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Oil in Mexico—Continued. 
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Priests—Continued. 
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Raids—Continued. 
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